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TWENTY.THIRD CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION. 
IN anik. s$ 


Moxnp Ste 2 888 
This being ayı aa the Con- 
oSA e Ung 


States, the two 
Houses wsemlla 
chambers in t 


their respective 

The credentials of Messrs. Morris of 
Ohio, Grundy of Tennessee, Swift of Ver- 
mont, Ether Shepley of Maine, Nathan 
Smith of Connecticut, and Kent of Mary- 
land, were severally presented; after which 
they respectively qnalified and were per- 
mitted to take their seats. 

The PRESID NT pro tem. informed 
the Senate, that he found on his table a 
document which went to show that Mr. 
E. R. Potter had been duly elected a Sen- 
ator from the State of Rhode Island, in the 
room of Mr. Robbins, and which he pro- 
posed should be read; which being read 
accordingly by the Clerk— . 
~The PRESIDENT pro tem. said that 
during the last session of Congress, a doc- 
ument had been presented from the State 
of Rhode Island, also authenticating the 
election of Mr. Robbins. Under this state 
of things, it was for the Senate to deter- 
mine what course they would adopt. 

Mr. POINDEXTER observed that he 
would not offer any opinion upon the mer- 
its of the case in controversy, but would 
state that it appeared to him a matter of 
course that the member first chosen [ Mr. 
Robbins] should be permitted to qualify 
and take his seat; that Mr. Potter should 
then present his credentials, which might 
be referred either to a Committee on the 
Judiciary, or to the Committee on Elec- 
tions, the question being yet to be decided 
whether he was duly elected or not. In 
the meantime, he would move that Mr. 
Robbins be admitted to take the usual 
oath, and to refer the subject to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. Í 

The credentials of Mr. Robbins, at the || 
suggestion of Mr. CLAY, having been 
read, : 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, objected to this |: 
course being taken, deeming it proper that 
both the parties should be placed in a pre- 
cisely similar situation, until the merits of 
the case were decided upon. He was 
aware it was the practice of the House of 
Representatives, in all cases of contested 
elections, to permit one of the parties con- | 
. testing to take his seat; but in this case, 
there was this peculiar novelty attached to 
it: that each came before the Senate, hav- 
ing certificates of their being respectively |: 
elected. He, therefore, thought it better |; 
that neither should be permitted to qualify | 


1 


| until the rights of each party to the seat 


was fully investigated. He ‘considered 
that if Mr. Robbins was now admitted to 
qualify, and take his seat, that a“ positive 
injury might be done to the State of Rhode 
Island, as he might vote on, and possibly 
decide, important questions, although his 
election should afterwards be set aside. 
Mr. CLAY considered that it would be 
rather an injustice to the State of Rhode 


Island to restrict her from the exercise of | 


the power given her by the Constitution, 
namely, to have herself represented in the 
Senate by one Senator instead of two, 
upon every question that should arise. 
The verification of the credentials of each 
Senator was the preliminary act, and it 
was their province, in cise of any contro- 
versy, to say who was the Senator. This 
it was not only their right, but it was their 
imperative duty, to do. Under- all the 
circumstances, as they were bound to 
decide upon one of the parties, the ques- 
tion would be, simply, which of them? 
After adverting, at some length, to the 
circumstances attending the election of 
Mr. Robbins by one Legislature, and that 
of Mr. Potter by a subsequent one, he 
argued that, as there was prima facie evi- 
dence that Mr. R. had been duly elected, 
that the certificate thereof was duly. pre- 
sented, and filed in the Senate, he had a 
priority of right, and ought to be admitted 
to qualify and take his seat. 

Mr. KING observed that he had not 
been prepared, nor intended, to enter into 
the legal points that were involved in this 
question. His only desire was to act in 
a way that would be perfectly fair to both, 
and to give to the State an opportunity, 


if represented at all, to be fairly so. If}; 


the consequence of this suggestion was to 
deprive the State of the number of Sen- 
ators she was entitled to under the Con- 
stitution, it was a state of things which 
arose solely from her own acts; and it 


| often happens, that from various causes, 


other States had not more than one vote, 
yet no such very great injury was sup posed 
to arise thereby. He asked for some de- 
lay, from a sense of justice, and not from 
any desire to prejudice the case of either, 
considering that the Senate owed it to 
themselves to wait for a report on the 
subject from a select committee, before 
they would make any selection. 

Mr. CHAMBERS denied that the Sen- 
ate had, constitutionally, the right to pre- 
vent Mr. Robbins from qualifying and 
taking his seat, inasmuch as the effect 


would be to deprive Rhode Island of one of |; 
| King, Morris, Rives, Robinson, Shepley,: Tal- 


her Senators, after having performed all that 
was required by the Constitulion for her to 
do to entitle her Senator to his seat. In 
the absence of all precedent to guide them 
in this novel case, he thought they were to 
be governed by the rules followed in all 
other contested elections. Itappeared that 


one of these parties was 4 


| vented from qualifying. 


i 


occupies the +post; his: 
becomes rather the subject. 


| for, that, as the House of Representatives ee 


were the sole judges of the validity of the: 
members, so were the Senate also of theirs: 
Under all the circumstances, the cléar.and 
proper course was, to. give permission to 
Mr. R. to take his seat, until an investiga- 
tion could be had in such a form as those 
better experienced ‘than’ he was would 
decide was best, to do perfect justice.” 
Mr. KING rose to bring: the attentio 
of the Senate to a case, which he though 
would establish the views he had ake 
on this subject. The case of the: Hon 
Mr. Lanman, of Connecticut, and which 
would operate’as a precedent in this... 
It appeared that Mr. L. was elected’ as: 
Senator in 1825, from that'State ; his. ere; 
dentials were presented. -On the motior 
of Mr. Holmes, that he should’ qualif 
and take his seat, a debate arose, the sub 
ject was postponed, and a. motion: wa 
made: that the subject should be: referr 
to a select committee, which motion h 
ing been carried, a committee a 
pointed, and Major Eaton, who was chair 
man of the committee, presented a report: 
on the facts, by- which .Mr. Le was pres i 
His election had ¿~ 
taken place under circumstances which i- 
were not warranted by the law of Connecs i; 
ticut; and the Senate did not hesitate-to. 
pronounce his election invalid, inasmuch 
as he was not constitutionally elected... 
Mr. CHAMBERS said, in this case it. 
clearly appeared that the election was in- -> 
valid. ph a 
Mr. KANE argued that it. would be an; 
injustice to Rhode Island, by: admitting. ` 
the Senator to qualify whom her Legisla-.- 
ture had pronounced disqualified, and: 
moved that the question should be post- ” 
poned till to-morrow. acon 
The question thereon being put, was 


| negatived : ayes 16, noes 17. 


After.an animated and lengthened -dis=.. 
cussion, in which Messrs. CLAY, FRE- 
LINGHUYSEN, WRIGHT, EWING, 
BIBB, POINDEXTER, MANGUM; and 
BENTON participated, Mr. BENTON 
moved, in substance, that the whole sub- 
ject shonld be referred to a select. commit- 
tee; which was decided by yeas and nays,» 
as follows: pia 

YEAS—Benton, Brown, Grundy, Hill, Kane, 


madge, Tipton, White, Watkins, Wright—15.. 
NAYS—Bell, Bibb, Chambers, Clay, Ewing, ; 
Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent; Knight, Man- =- 
gum, Moore, Naudain, : Poindexter, Prentiss; - 
Smith, Swift, Silsbee, Tomlinsons Tyler—19.. aS 
So the question was lost and the motion : 
of Mr. Poindexter being put, prevailed ; 
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upon which Mr. Robbins qualified and 
took his seat. -> 

‘The Senate resolved to pay their usual 
tribute-of respect by wearing mourning, 
&e., for the Hon. Mr. Buckner and Hon. 
Mr. Johnson, lately deceased. 

“The customary resolutions were then 
passed, that a message should be sent to 
inform the House of Representatives that 
the Senate were ready to proceed to the 


despatch of business, for the usual num- |} 


ber of newspapers to be furnished to each 
Senator, and that a committee should be 
appointed to wait on the President to 
. inform him they were ready to receive any 
communication he might make. 
Adjourned. 


` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 2, 1833. 

At twelve o’clock the House was called 
to order by the Clerk. 

The. Clerk proceeded to call the names 
of the several members by States. The 
names of the Kentucky delegation being 
called, 

Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, rose and 
said: Gentlemen of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, by the law apportioning the 
Representatives in Congress among the 
States, the State of Kentucky is entitled 
to thirteen members; and the Legislature 
of Kentucky, by a law passed at their last 
session, accordingly divided the State into 
thirteen congressional districts, from each 
of which one member was required to be 
elected. But he perceived that fourteen 
gentlemen had presented themselves. as 
Representatives from that State. From 
the district composed of the counties of 
Mercer, Garrard, Jessamine, Lincoln, &e., 

- two persons presented themselves in this 
Hall, both claiming to be members. It 
was obvious that this controversy must be 
settled at this stage of the proceeding. 
The question was deeply interesting to the 
district where the election was made and 
to the State of Kentucky. The delega- | 
tion from that. State had examined the ii 
vouchers which had been presented, and | 
come to an opinion on the subject, which || 
he, as the organ of the delegation, was | 
deputed to express. He rose to perform || 
this duty under circumstances of peculiar || 
embarrassment. This was a new Con- || 
gress, and was composed of a majority of |! 
newmembers. Tf left to his own feelings, 
he would have been content to keep his || 


seat and give a silent vote. It was a pain- | 
ful duty to him to be obliged to express 
an opinion affecting the rights of gentle- 
men with beth of whom he had been Jong |} 
acquainted, and with whom his associations || 
had been of the most agreeable character, | 
but he should do it in a manner most re 
spectful to their feelings. To enable th 

_ House to decide the question, he would ; 
call for the reading of the credentials, il 
‘which were in the possession of the Clerk, i 
of the individuals claiming to be elected. ti 
The Clerk, after explaining the manner ;| 

in which the papers were received, com- i 
menced to read a letter from the Executive || 


of Kentucky, enclosing the certificates of 
the election from the different districts. 

Mr. WAYNE here rose reluctantly, he 
said, to interruptthe proceedings. He took 
no part in the controversy, but he wished 
to know whether any and whose name was 
eritered upon the roll of members from the 
fifth congressional district of Kentucky. 

The Clerk stated the name of “ Tuomas 
P. Moore” appeared on the roll. 

Mr. WAYNE. Then I ask permission 
to call upon that gentleman to exhibit his 
credentials to those who were about to 
qualify as members, for none of us were 
members until we were duly qualified. This 
had been the former usage of Congress. 
Eaeh member formerly presented his cre- 
dentials prior to qualification. No one could 
be sworn in without some credentials. He 
felt it his solemn duty, springing from his 
heart, to stop the proceeding, so irregular 
in its character, by which the right of any 
member to his seat might be contested. He 
knew no gentlemen here as members of 
Congress, for they were not members until 
they were sworn in as representatives from 
different States; and those who were fur- 
nished with the usual credentials were 
alone entitled to be qualified. With these 
remarks he called for the reading of the 
evidence of the election of the gentleman 
whose named was upon the roll. 

Mr. ALLAN. Does the gentleman ob- 
ject to the further reading of the certifi- 
cates? 

Mr. WAYNE No. But I object to, 
anything conflicting with the right of any, 
person to take his seat and qualify as a 
member, he being able to exhibit the usual 
evidence of his election. If the creden- 
tials are found sufficient, the gentleman 
has a right to be qualified and to take his 
seat. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the certifi- 
cate of the election of Tuomas P. Moore, 
from the filth congressional district of 
Kentucky. 

Mr. WAYNE. Is that paper presented 
by the member? 

The Clerk, in reply, stated that no paper 
had been read from Mr. Moore. 

Mr. ALLAN wished, he said, to ask the 
gentleman from Georgia whether he con- 
ended that any person presenting himself 
as a member, and whose name appears 
upon the roll, is entitled to be qualified? 

Mr WAYNE. Ifthe member will show 
the credentials in virtue of which he claims 
his seat the House can judge of their suf- 
ficiency. f, for one, am ready to pass 
judgment upon them. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, rose and said: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, had 
I not been informed, from various quarters, that 


i this movement would be made, it would have 
i! greatly surprised me. Unprecedented as it is, I 


am prepared to meet it calmly, and to submit it 
to the decision of the House, although unformed, 


| and not having the power to give a legal decision, | 


as isnow thecase. Itis upon prima fucte evidence 
only that any member of this Houseis entitled to 
be qualified, and it cannot be known to us, asa 
constitutional body, whose election is to be con- 
tested and whose not, until the Houseis organized. 
Until then, there is, in fact, no one entitled to 
make sach a motion, and no one entitled to decide 


it. Lcome here with the prime facie evidence of 
my election, like the honorable gentlemen around 
me. I have in my possession the certificate of a 
majority of the sheriffs, convened according to law 
to compare the polls, and the Clerk of this House 
has received the same evidence from the Governor 
of the State of Kentucky, that I am the Represent- 
ative of the fifth district, that he has transmitted 
to establish the claims of the other members from 
Kentucky. If these documents are informal or 
defective, a committee of this House, after it is 
duly organized, will so decide; and until they do 
go, and it is sanctioned by the House, I am as 
much entitled to my seat here as any member on 
this floor. I not only have the prima facie evidence 
of my right to the seat, but if any one, at a proper 
period, shall come forward to contest it, I shall, I 
hope, be prepared to show that I am duly élected, 
or, that the election was marked by such gross 
irregularities as ought to refer it again to the de- 
cision of the people. Nothing but a deep convic- 
tion of the truth of what I have stated would have 
broùght me here, and if my wishes could have 
controlled all doubts as to who is legally entitled to 
the seat, it would have been decided by the people 
themselves, without troubling this House. Butas 
that appeal to decide ultimate as wellas prima facie 
rights was declined, 1 have no alternative but to 
assert my rights and those whom I claim to rep- 
resent here. 

Ever inclined to pursue that course which may . 
preserve order and decorum in this Hall, and not 
being disposed to retard the organization of the 
House, I shall cheerfully submit to any decision 
the gentlemen present shall make; but it is my 
duty to do it with a proper assertion of my rights, 
and the rights of those whom I claim to represent. 
I therefore, respectfully, deny the right of any one 
to vote on the subject in its present stage, and if 
I am prohibited from qualifying, I protest against 
it as an arbitrary exertion of power, which will 
form a most dangerous precedent, and not only 
deprive me of my just rights, but the people of 
the fifth congressional district of their representa- 
tive. - 


The Clerk then read tke fifth congres- 
sional election return. 

After a few words of éxplanation be- 
tween Mr. MOORE and Mr. ALLAN, 
which we could not hear, 

Mr. ALLAN said: I now understand the 
gentleman to say that he rests his right to 


| a seat upon the paper which has just been 


read. I now contend that, according to 
the law and usage of Kentucky, the cer- 
tificate just read is a mere nullity. The 
case presented is the extraordinary and 
novel case of an individual claiming a seat 
without a certificate of his election. A > 
majority of the delegation from Kentucky 
having examined the paper, pronounce it 
a nullity. 

He would proceed briefly to explain this 
conclusion. By the law passed at the last 
session of the Legislature of Kentucky to 
regulate this subject, it was made the duty 
of the county sheriffs to meet at a particu- 
| lar place, to count the votes, give a certifi- 


| cate of election, &e. What was the object 


of this law? It was to ascertain who has 
| the majority, and to furnish the person 
having it with the legal evidence of the 
fact. Mr. ALLAN here read the law. 

Mr. WAYNE here made a remark, in 
an under tone, addressing himself to the 
gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. ALLAN continued: So far as I 
understand my duty, I take it that I have 
a right to present this question. This is 
a House as soon as a quorum has assem- 
bled, and is competent to do anything as 
'a House. It is its first and imperative 
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duty, before its organization, to ascertain 
who are its members. 

Mr. FOSTER wished the gentlemat 
from Kentucky to give way fora moment 
while he moved that we appoint som 
member to the chair. All bodies, parlia 
mentary or otherwise, on vetting together, 
can appoint a chairman. The House, he | 
perceived, was becoming confused, and |, 
it would be difficult to proceed without |: 
a chairman, to whom gentlemen would |: 
address themselves. 

Mr. SPEIGHT suggested that the Clerk 
had better proceed to call the names of 
the members, that those as to whom there 
was no contest might be qualified. He 
hoped the question would not be moved 
till a Speaker was chosen and the mem- 
bers qualified. 

Mr. ALLAN would have no objection, 
he said, to this course, were it the usage of 
the House to qualify the members before | 
the election of Speaker. The election of 
Speaker is one of-the most important 
functions of the House, the character of || 
the House much depending upon its or- |j 
ganization. In the exercise of this import- 
ant function was not his State entitled to | 
be fully represented on this floor? Hel! 
repeated that he was unwilling to take any | 
course which would lead to any embar- 
rassment. This was a case of difficulty, |) 
he would admit; but it wasa case of high | 
importance. We had time enough to act 
upon it now. There was no occasion for 
hurry in the organization of the House. 
Believing that he had a right to the floor, 
he would now proceed respectfally to 
examine this certificate, confining his re- 
marks to the face of the paper. 

Mr. BOON. Will the gentleman give | 
way for one moment? 
| Mr. ALLAN. No; I will now finish 
what I have to say, and the gentleman will 
have an opportanity to be heard afterwards. 

This certificate shows that the sheriffs | 
met 

Mr. LETCHER here interposed and |! 
stated that he would cease to press this | 
question until the House was organized. 

The call was continued, and 229 mem- 
bers answered to their names. 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


The House proceeded to ballot for a | 
Speaker, Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, and |: 
Mr. JARVIS, of Maine, acting ag tellers. |i 


i 


+ 


paar sia 


Upon the first ballot, it appeared that the || 
whole number of votes given was 218, of | 
which 110 were necessary to a choice, | 
aud that there were for 
Andrew Stevenson..142 | C. F. Mercer 
Lewis Williams.... 39 | John Davis........ 
Edward Everett.... 15 | Samuel A. Foot.... 
John Bell.i........ 4 | Joseph Vance 
Richard Coulter.... 2| James K. Poik..... 
R. H. Wilde....... BANKS oere usaia 
The Hon. ANDREW STEVENSON, of Va., 
having 142 votes, was declared to be duly 


i 


chair by Mr. Wiitiams, of N. Carolina, 
addressed the House as follows: 


you have been pleased to call meto thishigh |i 


: better qualified to fulfill the arduous duties | 
/Of this chair in a manner suitable to its. 

dignity and importance, my own wishes | 
‘and honor, and the just expectations of the | 
House: There are few stations, gentlemen, | 


_to their elevation, or the nature and extent | 


or calculated to impose higher responsi- | 


¡for consideration, and probably give rise 


i down for my government- when I first 


office. For this new and distinguished | 
mark of your confidence and favor I pray l 
you to accept my warm and gratefal ac- | 
knowledgments; and. whilst it will be | 
deeply valued and cherished by me.as the | 
best reward for any past service that I may 
have rendered, it shall inspire me with a | 
zeal so to conduct myself as to justify; in 
some measure, the choice of my friends, | 
and merit the continued. approbation of | 
my country. Would to God that I was | 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


under our Government, either in relation 


| 
| 
of their duties, more laborious or respon- i 
sible than that of Speaker of this House; | 
and there probably has been no period in | 
the past history of our country when the 


duties of the Chair were more important, 


bilities, than at the present moment en- |; 
hanced, as they necessarily must be, by | 
the enlarged number of the House, by the | 
increased mass of its ordinary business, | 
and by those interesting and important | 


subjects which will, no doubt, be presented 


to deep political excitement. 

For the last six years my experience in 
this cbair has taught me, not only to know 
and feel its responsibilities and trials, but 
to know likewise how difficult and, indéed, || 
impossible it is, in an office like this, whose || 
duties must often be discharged amidst || 
the warmth of party feeling, for any man, | 
whoever he may be, to free himself from 
censure or give unqualified satisfaction ; 
and especially in times like these, when 
the acts of public men are not passed | 
lightly over, nor any very charitable judg- | 
ment pronounced upon their motives. 

Under these circumstances, gentlemen, | 
sincerely distrustful of my abilities, both in f 
their character and extent, I come again, || 
at your bidding, to this high office. All | 
that I dare hope, or promise, will be to i 
proceed in the path marked owt, and in | 
the spirit of the principles which I laid | 


| 
| 
i 
| 


i 
i 


came to this chair. It shall be my con- 
stant and ardent desire to discharge my | 
duty with all the ability and address iu my 


sure, that I should admonish you. of the- 
maghitude of your trust, or the manner in : 


which it ought to be discharged: But th) 
I will take occasion to say, tha : 
true that this House is justly to ‘be regard 
ed as the great bulwark of liberty and or- 
der, if here—here in: this:exalted “refuge, 
the people-are to look for the security and 
safety of their free institutions; and totes 
pose with unlimited confidence and affec: 
ion, how important, how deeply import- 
ant, is it, that we. prove ourselves worthy ` 
of the trust, and act as becomes. the Rep- 
resentatives of a. free. and enlightened 
nation. a opa 
Yes, gentlemen, animated by a virtuous 
and patriotic zeal, let all our proceedings, 
I pray you, be marked with forbearance, 
moderation, and dignity ; let. us diligently 
and steadfastly pursue those measures, and. 
those only, which are best calculated to 
advance the happiness and glory of dur 
beloved country, and render that. Union, 
which our fathers established for the prô- : 
tection of our liberties, imperishable ‘and 
immortal. (he ea a 
ELECTION OF CLERK. 


On motion of Mr. MANN,’ the’ House 
then proceeded to the election of a Clerk, 
Mr. MANN nominated Walter S. 
Franklin, of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. KING nominated Matthew St. Clair 
Clarke, of Pennsylvania. ee 
The House proceeded to the election, | 
and upon the first. ballot it appeared that ` 
the whole number of votes given was 231, © 
of which 116 was necessary to a choice, 
and that there were for— i, pi 
Matthew St. Clair Clarke. sses eses asss 113 > 
Walter S. Franklin... 2.06. se ee ces enne LOT O 
Eleazer Barly... ccc. c cece ecse cece cece (Qos 
Walter F. Clarke... cc. cea e ees 1 
Thos. C. Love. ....ceecseseeesoeleeeee | 
Blanks: occ ce ecdc ce sscee cere venva sebae iS 
There being no choice the, House’ pro- 
ceeded to a second ballot, and it appeared 
that 228 votes were given—necessary to.a 
choice 115, and that there were for— 
Matthew St. Clair-Clarke.....s........112 
Walter S. Franklinu... cc. cceece rescue 114 
Blanks... ccs ccvascscccnvincese TTEN 


A message was received from the Senate 
that that House was organized and ready 
to proceed to business. 3 

The House then proceeded to a third. 
ballot for Clerk, when it appeared that 229 


one 


| power, with the temper and moderation 


i least with a zeal and fidelity of intention 


| votes were given, of which Mr. Walter S. 
Franklin received 117-votes, and Matthew 
St. Clair Clarke 110; whereupon, Walter 
3. Franklin was declared duly elected, 


due to the station and the House, and at |! 
i 
ij 


| to the approbation of the just and liberal 


i it ig not necessary that I should attempt to 


which shall bear me up under every em- 
barrassment and difficulty, and entitle me | 
portion of my country. Butall my efforts 
must prove unavailing without that liberal 
and cordial coöperation which the House 
have heretofore so kindly extended to the 
Chair. How much will depend upon 
yourselves, gentlemen, individually and 
collectively, in preserving the permanent 
laws and rules of the House, and giving 
dignity and character to its proceedings, 


i 
H 
H 
i 
| 
| 
i 


i} 
i 


i 


impress on you; nor is it needful, I am 


; number. 


having received a majority of the whole 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 12 o’clock 


IN SENATE. 
Tourspay, December 3, 1833. : 
A message was received from the House of 


‘| Representatives that they had elected ANDREW 


Stevenson, Esq., of Virginia, Speaker. of their 
House; also, that they were then ready to proceed 
to business; and that a resolution had been agreed 
to, to appoint a committee, to join such committee 
as should be appointed by the Senate,.to wait on 
the President of the United States, and receive 
from him such communication as. he might. be 
pleased to make. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Messrs. WILKINS and GRUNDY, who had 
been appointed on the joint committee to wait on 
the President, reported, that they had performed 
the duty to which they had been appointed, and 
that he had informed them he would make his 
communication at one o’clock, this day. 

The following message was delivered by the 
Private Secretary of the President, and read: 


.Fellow-citizeis of the Senate and 
; House of Representatives: 
On your assembling to perform the high trusts 
: which the people of the’ United States have con- 
fided to you, of legislating for their common wel- 
fare, it gives me pleasure to congratulate you upon 
the happy condition of our beloved country. By 
the’ favor of Divine Providence, health is again 
restored to us; peadée reigns within our borders; 
abundance crowns the labors of our fields; com- 
merce and domestic industry flourish and increase; 
and individual happiness rewards the private vir- 
tue and enterprise of our citizens. 

Our condition abroad is no less honorable than 
it is prosperous at home. Seeking nothing that is 
not tight, and determined to submit to nothing that 
is wrong, but desiring honest friendships and lib- 
eral intercourse with all nations, the United States 
have gained throughout the world the confidence 
and respect which are due to the character of the 
American people, and to a policy so, just and so 
congenial to the spirit of their institutions. 

In bringing to your notice the particular state of 
our foreign affairs, it affords me high gratification 
to inform. you that they are in a condition which 
promises the continuance of friendship with all 
nations. 

With Great Britain the interesting question of 
our northeastern boundary remains still undecided. 
A negotiation, however, upon that subject has been 
renewed since the close of the last Congress; and 
a proposition has been submitted to the British 
Government, with the view of establishing, in con- 
formity with the resolution of the Senate, the line 
designated by the treaty of 1783. Though no 
definitive answer has been received, it may be daily 
looked for, and I entertain a hope that the overture 
may ultimately lead toa satisfactory adjustment 
of this important matter. | 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that a 
negotiation which, by desire of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, was opened some years ago with the 
British Government for the erection of light-houses 
on the Bahamas, has been successful. Those 
works, when completed, together with those which 
the United States have constructed on the western 
side of the Gulf of Florida, will contribute essen- 

. tially to the safety of navigation in that sea. This 
joint participation in establishments interesting to 
humanity and beneficial to commerce is worthy 
of two enlightened nations, and indicates feelings 
which. cannot fail to have a happy influence upon 
their political relations. Ít is gratifying to the 
friends of both to perceive that the intercourse 
between the two people is becoming daily more 
extensive, and that sentiments of mutual good 
will have grown up befitting their common origin, 
justifying the hope that, by. wise counsels on each 
side, not only unsettled questions may be satis- 
factorily terminated, but new causes of misunder- 
standing prevented. ; 

Notwithstanding that I continue to receive the 
most amicable assurances from the Government 
of France, and. that in all other respects the most 
friendly reiations exist between the United States 
and that Government, it is to be regretted that the 
stipulations of the convention concluded on the 
4th July, 1831, remain, in some important parts, 
unfulfilled. 

By the second article of that convention it was 
stipulated that the sum payable to the United 
States should be paid at Paris, in six annual in- 
stalments, into the hands of such person or persons 
as should be authorized. by the Government of the 
United States to receive it; and by the same article 
the first instalment was payable on the second 
day of February, 1833. By the act of Congress 
of the 13ih July, 1832, it was made the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the sev- 


eral instalments, with the interest thereon, to be | 


received from the French Government and trans- 
ferred to the United States in such manner as he 


may deem best; and by the same act of Congress 
the stipulations on the part of the United States in 
the convention were in all respects fulfilled. Not 
doubting that a treaty thus made and ratified by 
the two Governments, and faithfully executed by 
ithe United States, would be promptly complied 
with by the other party, and desiring to avoid the 
risk and expense of intermediate agencies, the 
Secretary of the Treasury deemed it advisable to 
receive and transfer the first installment by means 
of a draft upon the French Minister of Finance. A 
draft for this purpose was accordingly drawn in 
favor of the cashier of the Bank of the United States 
for the amount accruing to the United States out 
of the first installment, and the interest payable 
with it. This bill was not drawn at Washington 
until five daysafter the installment was payable at 
Paris, and was accompanied by a special authority 
from the President, authorizing the cashier or his 
assigns to réceive the amount. The mode thus 
adopted of receiving the installment was officially 
made known to the French Government by the 
American chargé d’affaires at Paris, pursuant to 
instructions from the Department of State. The 
bill, however, though not presented for payment 
until the twenty-third day of March, was not paid, 
and for thereason assigned by the French Minister 
of Finance, that no appropriation had been made 
by the French Chambers. It is not known to me 
that up to that period any appropriation had been 
requited of the Chambers; and although a commu- 
nication was subsequently made to the Chambers, | 
by direction of the King, recommending that the 
necessary provision should be made for carrying 
the convention into effect, it was at an advanced 
period of the session, and the subject was finally 
postponed until the next meeting of the Chambers. 
Notwithstanding it has been supposed by the 
French Ministry, that the financial stipulations of 
the treaty cannot be casried into effect without an 
appropriation by the Chambers, it appears to me 
to be not only consistent with the character of 
France, but due to the character of both Govern- 
ments, as well as to the rights of our citizens, to 


form, as pledging the good faith of the French 
Government for its execution, and as imposing i 
upon each department an obligation to fulfill it; and 
I have received assurances through our chargé 
d’affaires at Paris, and the French minister plen- 
ipotentiary at Washington, and more recently 
through the Minister of the United States at Paris, 
that the delay has not proceeded from any indis- 
position on the part of the King and his Ministers, 
to fulfill the treaty, and that measures will be pre- 
sented at the next meeting of the Chambers, and 
with a reasonable hope of success, to obtain the 
necessary appropriation. 

It is necessary to state, however, that the docu- 
ments, except certain lists of vessels captured, 
condemned, or burnt at sea, proper to facilitate 
the examination and liquidation of the reclama- 
tions comprised in the stipulations of the conven- | 
j tion, and which, by the sixth article, France en- 
gaged to communicate to the United States by the 
intermediary of the Legation, though repeatedly 
applied for by the American chargé d’affaires, 
under instructions from this Government, have 
not yet been communicated; and this delay, it is 
apprehended, will necessarily prevent the comple- 
| tion of the duties assigned to the commissioners 
within the time at present prescribed by law. 

The reasons for delaying to communicate these | 
documents have not been explicitly stated, and this | 
is the more to be regretted, as it is not understood 
that the interposition of the Chambers is in any 
manner required for the delivery of those papers. 

Under these circumstances, in a case so import- 
ant to the interests of our citizens and to the char- 
acter of our country, and under disappointments 
so unexpected, I deemed it my duty, however I 
might respect the general assurances to which I 
have adverted, no longer to delay the appointment 
of a minister plenipotentiary to Paris, but to de- 
spatch him in season to communicate the result of 
his application to the French Government at an 
early period of your session. I accordingly ap- 
| pointed a distinguished citizen for this purpose, 
who proceeded on his mission in August last, and | 
| was presented to the King early in the mouth of | 
li October. He is particularly instructed as to all i 
li matters connected with the present posture of- 


| 


treat the convention made and ratified, in proper Í 


affairs, and I indulge the hope that, with the rep- 
resentations he is instructed to make, and from 
the dispositions manifested by the King and his 
Ministers, in their recent assurances to our Min- 
ister at Paris, the subject will be early considered 
and satisfactorily disposed of at the next meeting 
of the Chambers. i 

As this subject involves important interests and 
has attracted a considerable share of the public 
attention, I have deemed it proper to make this 
explicit statement of its actual condition; and 
should I be disappointed in the hope now enter- 
tained, the subject will be again brought to the 
notice of Congress in such manner as the occa- 
sion may require. , 

The friendly relations which have always been 
maintained between the United States and Russia 
have been further extended and strengthened by 
the treaty of navigation and commerce, concluded 
on the 6th of December last, and sanctioned by 
the Senate before the close of its last session. 
The ratifications having been since exchanged, the 
liberal provisions of the treaty are now in full 
force; and, under the encouragement which they 
have received, a flourishing and increasing com- 
merce, yielding its benefits to the enterprise of 
both nations, affords to each the just recompense 
of wise measures, and adds new motives for that 
mutual friendship which the two countries have 
hitherto cherished towards each other. 

It affords me peculiar satisfaction to state that 
the Government of Spain has at length yielded to 
the justice of the claims which have been so loñg 
urged in behalf of our citizens, and has expressed 
a willingness to provide an indemnification, as 
goon as the proper amount can be agreed upon. 
Upon this latter point, it is probable an under- 
standing had taken place between the Minister of 
the United States and the Spanish Government 
before the decease of the late King of Spain; and, 
unless that event may have delayed its comple- 
tion, there is reason to hope that it may be in my 
power to announce to you, early in your present 
session, the conclusion of a convention upon terms 
not less favorable than those entered into for simi- 
lar objects with other nations. That act of justice 
would well accord with the character of Spain, 
and is due to the United States from their ancient 
friend. It could not fail to strengthen the senti- 
ments of amity and good will between the two 
nations which it is so much the wish of the United 
States to cherish, and so truly the interest of both 
to maintain. $ 

By the first section of an act of Congress passed 
on the 13th of July, 1832, the tonnage duty on 
Spanish ships arriving from the ports of Spain 
was limited to the duty payable on American ves- 
selsin the ports of Spain previous to the 20th of 
October, 1817, being five cents per ton. The act 
was intended to give effect, on our side, to an 
arrangement made with the Spanish Government, 
by which discriminating duties of tonnage were to 
be abolished in the ports of the United States and 
Spain on the vessels of the two nations. Pur- 
suant to that arrangement, which was carried into 
effect, on the part of Spain, on the 20th of May, 
1832, by a royal order dated the 29th of April, 
1832, American vessels in the ports of Spain have 
paid five cents per ton, which rate of duty is also 
paid in those ports by Spanish ships; but as Amer- 
ican vessels pay no tonnage duty in the ports of 
the United States, the duty of five cents payable 
in our ports by Spanish vessels, under the act 
above mentioned, is really a discriminating duty, 
Operating to the disadvantage of Spain. Though 
no complaint has yet been made on the pert of 
Spain, we are not the less bound by the obliga- 
tions of good faith to remove the discrimination; 
and I recommend that the act be amended accord- 
ingly. As the royal order, above alluded to, in- 
cludes the ports of the Balearic and Canary Isl- 
ands, as well ag those of Spain, it would seem 
that the provision of the act of Congress should 
be equally extensive; and that for the repayment 
of such duties as may have been improperly re- 
ceived, an addition should be made to the sum 
appropriated at the last session of Congress for 
refunding discriminating duties. 

As the arrangement referred to, however, did 
not embrace the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
discriminating duties, to the prejudice of A meri- 
can shipping, continue to be levied there. From 


1833. 
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the extent of the commerce carried on between 
the United States and those islands, particularly 
the fornier, this discrimination causes serious in- 
jary to one of those great national interests which 
1t has been considered an essential part of our pol- 
icy to cherish, and has given rise to complaints 
on the part of our merchants. Under instructions 
given to our Minister at Madrid, earnest represent- 
ations bave been made by him to the Spanish 
Government upon this subject, and there is reason 


to expect, from the friendly disposition which is į 


entertained towards this country, that a beneficial 
change will be produced. The disadvantage, how- 
ever, to which our shipping is subjected by the 
operation of these discriminating duties, requires 
that they be met by suitable countervailing duties 


during your present session—power being at the | 


same time vested in the President to modify or 


discontinue them as the discriminating duties on į 


American vessels or their cargoes may be modified 
or discontinued at those islands. Intimations 
have been given to the Spanish Government that 
the United States may be obliged to resort to such 
measures as are of necessary self-defense; and there 
is no reason to apprehend that it would be unfa- 
vorably received: The proposed proceeding, if 
adopted, would not be permitted, however, in any 
degree to induce a relaxation in the efforts of our 
Minister to effect a repeal of this irregularity by 
friendly negotiation; and it might serve to give force 
to his representations, by showing the dangers to 
which that valuable trade is exposed by theobstruc- 
tions and burdens which a system of discriminating 
and countervailing duties necessarily produces. 

The selection and preparation of the Florida 
archives, for the purpose of being delivered over 
to the United States, in conformity with the royal 
order, as mentioned in my last annual message, 
though in progress, has not yet been completed. 
This delay has been produced, partly by causes 
which were unavoidable, particularly the preva- 
lence of cholera at Havana; but measures have 
been taken, which it is believed will expedite the 
delivery of those important records. 

Congress were informed, at the i of the 
lest session, that ‘* owing, as was alleged, to em- 
‘ barrassments in the finances of Portugal, conse- 
‘quent upon the civil war in which that nation was 
‘ engaged,” payment had been made of only one 
instalment of the amount which the Portuguese 
Government had stipulated to pay for indemnify- 
ing our citizens for property illegally captured m 
the blockade of Terceira. Since that time, a 
postponement for two years, with interest, of the 
two remaining instalments, was requested by the 
Portuguese Government; and as a consideration, 
it offered to stipulate that rice of the United States 
should be admitted into Portugal at the same 
duties as Brazilian rice. 
better arrangement could be made, my consent 
was given; and a royal order of the King of Por- 


tugal was accordingly issued on the 4th of Feb- ': 
ruary last for the reduction of the duty on rice of | 
It would give me great pleas- | 
ure if, in speaking of that country, in whose pros- | 


the United States. 


perity the United States are so much interested, 
and with whom a long subsisting, extensive, and 
mutually advantageous commercial intercourse has 


strengthened the relations of friendship, J could | 


announce to you the restoration of its internal 
tranquillity. 

Subsequently to the commencement of the last 
session of Congress the final instalment payable 
by Deamark, under the convention of the 28th day 
of March, 1830, was received. The commissioners 


for examining the claims have since terminated ; 
paid at: 


The; 


their labors, and their awards have been 
the Treasury as they have been celled for. 
justice rendered to our citizens by that Govern- 
ment is thus completed, and a pledge is thereby 
afforded for the maintenance of that friendly inter 
course becoming the relations that the two nations 
mutually bear to each other. ; 
It is satisfactory to inform you that the Danish 
Government has recently issued an ordinance by 
which the commerce with the island of St. Croix 
is placed on a more liberal footing than heretofore 
This change caanot fail to prove beneficial to the 
trade between the United States and that colony; 


Being satisfied that no | 
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The ratifications of the convention with the King 
of the Two Sicilies have been duly exchanged, and 
the commissioners appointed for examining the 
claims under. it have entered upon the duties as- 
signed to them by law. The friendship that the 
interests of the two nations require of them being 
now established, it may be hoped that each will 
enjoy the benefits which a liberal commerce should 
i; yield to both. : 
|| __ A treaty of amity and commerce between the 
United States and Belgium was concluded during 
the last winter, and received the sanction of the 
Senate; but the exchange of the ratifications has 
been hitherto delayed, in consequence, in the first 
instance, of some delay in the reception of the treaty 
at Brussels, and subsequently, of the absence of 
the Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs at the im- 
portant conferences in which his Government is 
engaged at London. 

That treaty does not embody those enlarged 
principles of friendly policy which it is sincerely 
hoped will always regulate the conduct of the two 
nations, having such strong motives to maintain 
amicable relations towards each other, and so sin- 
cerely desirous to cherish them. 

With all the other European Powers with whom 
the United States have formed diplomatic relations, 
and with the Sublime Porte, the best understand- 
ing prevails. From all I continue to receive as- 
surances of good will towards the United States— 
assurances which it gives me no less pleasure to 
reciprocate than to receive. With all, the engage- 
ments which have been entered into are fulfilled 
with good faith on both sides. Measures have 
also been taken to enlarge our friendly relations 
and extend our commercial intercourse with other 
States. The system we have pursued of aiming 
at no exclusive advantages, of dealing with all on 
terms of fair and equal reciprocity, and of adher- 
ing scrupulously to all our engagements, is well | 
calculated to give success to efforts intended to be 
mutually beneficial. 

The wars of which the southern part of this 
continent was so long the theater, and which were 
carried on, either by the mother country against 
the States which had formerly been her colonies, 
|| or by the States against each other, having term- 
inated, and their civil dissensions having so far 
| subsided as, with few exceptions, no longer to 
disturb the public tranquillity, it is earnestly hoped 
those States will be able to employ themselves 
without interruption in perfecting their institutions, 
cultivating the arts of peace, and promoting, by 
wise counsels and able exertions, the public and | 
private prosperity which their patriotic struggles 
; 80 well entitle them to enjoy. 

With those States our relations have undergone 
but little change during the present year. No re- 
union having yet taken place between the States 
which composed the Republic of Colombia, our 
chargé d’affaires at Bogota has been accredited to 
the Government of New Granada, and we have, 
therefore, no diplomatic relations with Venezuela į 
and Ecuador, except as they may be included in 
those heretofore formed with the Colombian Re- | 
public. It is understood that representatives from 


message, some of the most important claims of. 
our fellow-citizens upon the Government.of Brazil’ 
have-been satisfactorily. adjusteds.and'arelianceis. 
placed on the friendly. dispositions ‘manifested by.. 
it that justice will also be done in others. No new. 
causes. of. complaint have arisen, and ‘the trade. 
between the two countries flourishes under the 
encouragement secured ‘to it-by the liberal. provis-". 
ions. of the treaty. : ; ae ek ee ay 
It is cause of regret that, owing, probably, to 
the civil dissensions which have occupied: the..at-. 
tention of. the. Mexican Government, the. time. 
fixed by the treaty of limits with the United States 
for the meeting of the commissioners to definethe 
boundaries between the two nations has -been 
suffered to expire without the appointment of any: 
commissioners on the part of that Government.. 
While. the trae boundary remains in doubt by 
either party, it is difficult to give effect to. those: 
measures which are necessary to. the protection. 
and quiet of our numerous citizens residing near, 
that frontier. The subject is one of great. solici- 
tude to the United States, and will ‘not fail to.re-: 
cieve my earnest attention... Se bat onda 
The treaty concluded with Chili, and approved: 
by the Senate at its last session, was also ratified. 
by the Chilian Government, but with certain addi-: 
tional and explanatory articles of a nature to have. 
required it to be again submitted to the Senate: 
The time limited: for the exchange ofthe ratifica: 
tions, however, having since expired, the: action’ 
of both Governments on the treaty will again be~. ` 
come necessary. fe deta ge Pcs ars 
The negotiations commenced with the Argen-. 
tine Republic relative to the outrages committed 
on our vessels engaged in the fisheries at the Falk-. 
land Islands by persons acting under:the color of 
its authority, as well as the other. matters in còn- 
troversy between the two Governments, have been 
suspended by the departure of the chargé d’affaires: 
of the United States from Buenos’ Ayres. .-It-is, 
understood, however, that a minister was- subse- 
quently appointed by that Government to renew 
the negotiation in the United States; but, though. 
daily expected, he has not yet arrived in. this. 
country. Paaa 
With Péru no treaty has yet been formed, and. ` 
with Bolivia no diplomatic intercourse has yet. - 
been established. It will be my endeavor to. en- 
courage those sentiments of amity and that liberal. 
commerce which belong to the relations in which. . 
all the independent States of this continent stand’ 
towards each other. . gar 
I deem it proper to recommend to your notice 
the revision of our. consular. system. ` This hag. 
become an important branch of the public service, . 
inasmuch as it is intimately connected with the. 
; preservation of our national character abroad, with 
the interest of our citizens in foreign’ countries, 
with the regulation and care. of our. commerce, 
and with the protection of our seamen. At the 
close of the last session of Congress I communi 
cated a report from the Secretary of State upon the 
subject, to which I now refer, as containing. in- 
formation which may be useful in any inquiries 
that Congress may see fit to institute with a view: 


three States were about to assemble at Bogota to 
confer on the subject of their mutual interests, | 
particularly that of their union; and if the result | 
should render it necessary, measures will betaken : 
on our part to preserve with each that friendship | 


| has been the constant desire of the United States 
to cultivate with their sister Republics of this hemi- 
sphere. Until the important question of reunion 
shall be settled, however, the different matters 
which have been under discussion between the Uni- 
ted States and the Republic of Colombia, or either | 
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It is hoped, however, that he is by this ume at his 
post, and that the official intercourse, unfortunately | 
|i so long interrupted, has been thus renewed on the. 
li part of the two nations so amicably and advan- ; 
i| tageously connected by engagements founded on | 


and those liberal commercial connections which it || 


|! will yield about three millions. 


to a salutary reform of the system. 

| Itgives me great pleasure to congratulate you 
| upon the prosperous condition of the finances of 
the country, as will appear from the report which 
the Secretary of the Treasury will, in due time, 
lay before you. The receipts into the Treasury 
during the present year, will amount to more than 
hirty-two millions of dollars. The revenue de- 
ived from customs will, it is believed, be more 
| than twenty-eight millions, and the public lands 
The expenditures 
572,- 


within the year for all objects, including $2 


‘| 248 99 on account of the public debt, will not 


amount to twenty-five millions; and a large bal- 


j ance will remain in the Treasury after satisfying 


all the appropriations chargeable on the revenue 
for the present year. 

The measures taken by the Secretary of :the 
Treasury will probably enable him to pay of, in: 
| the course of the present year, the residue of the 
| exchanged four-and-a-half per cent. stock, redeem- 

able on the first of January next. | It has, there- 
| fore, been included in the estimated expenditure of 


and the advantages likely to flow from it may lead || the most enlarged principles of commercial reci- |! this year, and formsa part of the sum abovestated 


j i i 4 ity ! x i int of the publie debt, 
to greater relaxations in the colonial systems of :| procity. ae {| to have been paid on account K : 
ather nations. | 4 H Itis gratifying to state that since my last annual !! The payment of this stock will reduce the whole 
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. debt of the United States, funded and unfunded, to 
the sum of $4,760,082 08. And as provision has 
already been made for the four-and-a-half per cent. 
above mentioned, and charged in the expenses of 
the present year, the sum last stated is all that now 
remains of the national debt; and the revenue of 
the coming year, together with the balance now in 
the ‘Treasury, will be sufficient to discharge it, 
after meeting the current expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. Under the power given to the com- 
missioners of the sinking fund, it will, I have ho 
doubt, be purchased on favorable terms within the 

ear. 
4 From this view of the state of the finances, and 
the public engagements yet to be fulfilled, you will 
perceive that, if Providence permits me to meet 
you at another session, I shall have the high grati- 

- fieation of announcing to you that the national debt 
is extinguished. J cannot refrain from expressing 
the pleasure I feel at the near approach of that 
desirable event. The short period of time within 
which the public debt will have been discharged, 

` js strong evidence of the abundant resources of the 
country, and of the prudence and economy with 
which the Government has heretofore been admin- 
istered. We have waged two wars since we be- 
came a nation with one of the most powerful 
kingdoms in the world—both of them undertaken 
in defence of our dearest rights, both successfully 
prosecuted and honorably terminated; and many 
of those who partook in the first struggle, as well 
as the second, will have lived to see the last item 
of the debt incurred in these necessary, but expen- 
sive conflicts, faithfully and honestly discharged; 
and we shall have the proud satisfaction of be- 

ueathing to the public servants who follow us in 
the administration of the Government the rare 
blessing of a revenue sufficiently abundant—raised 
without injustice or oppression to our citizens, and 
unencumbered with any. burdens but what they 
themselves shall think proper to impose upon it. 
The flourishing state of the finances ought not, 
however, to encourage us to indulge in a lavish 
expenditure of the public treasure. The receipts 
of the present year do not furnish the test by which 
we are to estimate the income of the next. The 
changes made in our revenue system by the acts 
of Congress of 1832 and 1833, and more especially 
by the former, have swelled the receipts of the 
resent year far beyond the amount to be expected 
in future years upon the reduced tariff of duties. 
The shortened credits on revenue bonds, and the 
cash duties on woolens, which were introduced 
by the act of 1832, and took effect on the 4th of 
March last, have brought large sumsinto the Treas- 
ury in 1833, which, according to the credits for- 
merly given, would not have been payable until 
1834, and would have formed a part of the income 
of that year. ‘These causes would of themselves 
produce a great diminution of the receipts in the 
year 1834, as compared ‘with the present one; and 
they will be still more diminished by the reduced 
rates of duties, which take place on the first of Jan- 
vary next, on some of the most important and pro- 
ductive articles, Upon the best estimates that can 
be made, the receipts of the next year, with the 
aid of the unappropriated amount now in the Treas- 
ury, will not be much more than sufficient to meet 
the expenses of the year, and pay the small rem- 
nant of the national debt which yet remains unsat- 
isfied. I cannot, therefore, recommend to you any 
alteration in the present tariff of duties. The rate, 
as now taxed by law on the various articles, was 
adopted at the last session of Congress, asa matter 


of compromise, with unusual unanimity; and-un- |; 


less it is found to produce more than the necessi- 
ties of the Government call for, there would seem 
to be no reason at this time to justify a change. 


But while I forbear to recommend any furtlfer || 
reduction of the duties beyond that already pro- | 


vided for by the existing laws, 1 must earnestly 
and respectfully press upon Congress the import- 
ance of abstaining from all appropriations which 


are not absolutely required for the public interests, : 


and authorized by the powers clearly delegated to 
the United States. We are beginning a new era 
in our Government. The national debt, which 
has so long been a burden on the Treasury, will 


be finally discharged in the course of the ensuing |} United States are to govern through representatives 


year, No more money will afterwards be needed 
than what may be necessary to meet the ordinary 
expenses of the Government. Now, then, is the 


proper moment to fix our system of expenditure 
on firm and durable principles; and 1 cannot too 
strongly urge the necessity of a rigid economy, 
and an inflexible determination not to-enlarge the 
income beyond the real necessities of the Govern- 
ment, and not to increase the wants of the Gov- 
ernment by unnecessary and profuse expenditures. 
If a contrary course should be pursued, it may 
happen that the revenue of 1834 will fall short of 
the demands upon it: and after reducing the tariff 
in order to lighten the burdens of the people, and 
providing for a still further reduction to take effect 
hereafter, it would be much to be deplored if, at 
the end of another year, we should find ourselves 
obliged to retrace our steps and impose additional 
taxes to meet unnecessary expenditures. 

lt is my duty, on this occasion, to call your 
attention to the destruction of the public building 
occupied by the Treasury Department, which hap- 
pened since the last adjournment of Congress. A 
thorough inquiry into the causes of this loss was 
directed and made at the time, the result of which 
will be duly communicated to you. I take pleas- 


i ure, however, in stating here, that by the laudable 


exertions of the officers of the Department, and 
many of the citizens of the District, but few papers 
were lost, and none that will materially affect the 
public interest. 

The public convenience requires that another 
building should be erected as soon as practicable; 


and in providing for it, it will be advisable to en- | 


large, in some manner, the accommodations for 
the public officers of the several departments, and 
to authorize the erection of suitable depositories 
for the safe-keeping of the public documents and 
records. 

Since the last adjournment of Congress the 
Secretary of the Treasury has directed the money 
of the United States to be deposited in certain State 


banks designated by him, and he will immediately | 


lay before you his reasons for this direction. 
concur with him entirely in the view he has taken 
of the subject; and some months before the re- 
moval, I urged upon the Department the propriety 
of taking thatstep. The near approach of the day 
on which the charter will expire, as well as the 
conduct of the bank, appeared to me to call for 
this measure, upon the high considerations of 
public interest and public duty. “The extent of its 
misconduct, however, although known to be great, 
was not at that time fully developed by proof. It 
was not until late in the month of August that I 
received from the Government directors an official 
report, establishing beyond question, that this 
great and powerful institution had been actively 
engaged in attempting to influence the elections of 
the public officers by means of its money; and 
that, in violation of the express provisions of its 
charter, it had, by a formal resolution,-placed its 
funds at the disposition of its President, to be em- 
ployed in sustaining the political power of the 
bank. A copy of this resolution is contained in 
the report of the Government directors before 
referred to; and however the object may be dis- 
guised by cautious language, no one can doubt 
that this money was in truth intended for election- 
eering purposes, and the particular uses to which 
it was proved to have been applied abundantly 
show that it was so understood. Not only was 
the evidence complete as to the past application of 
the money and the power of the bank to election- 
eering purposes, but that the resolution of the 
Board of Directors authorized the same course to 
be pursued in future. 

It being thus established by unquestionable 
proof that the Bank of the United States was con- 
verted into a permanent electioneering engine, it 


appeared to me that the path of duty which the | 


Executive Department of the Government ought 
to pursue was not doubtful. As by the terms of 
the bank charter, no officer but the Secretary of 
the Treasury could remove the deposits, it seemed 
to me that this authority ought to be at once 
exerted to deprive that great corporation of the 
support and countenance of the Government in 
such an use of its fands and such an exertion of 
its power. In this point of the case, the question 
is distinctly presented, whether the people of the 


chosen by their unbiassed suffrages, or whether 
the power and money of a great corporation are to 
be secretly exerted to influence their judgment and 


| control their decisions. It must now be determined 
| whether the bank is to have its candidates for all 
i offices in the country, from the highest. to the low- 
est, or whether candidates on both sides of politi- 
cal questions shall be brought forward as hereto- 
fore, and supported by the usual means. 

At this time, the efforts of the bank to control 
| public opinion through the distresses of some and 
ihe fears of others, are equally apparent, and, if 
possible, more objectionable, Bya curtailment of 
its accommodations, more rapid than any emer- 
gency requires, and even while it retains specie to 
an almost unprecedented amount in its vaults, it is 
| attempting to produce great embarrassment in one 
portion of the community, while, through presses 
| known to- have been sustained by its money, it 
attempts, by unfounded alarms, to create a panic 
in all. 

These are the means by which it seems to ex- 
pect that it can force a restoration of the deposites, 
and, as a necessary consequence, extort from Con- 
gress a renewal of its charter. I am happy to 
know that, through the good sense of our people, 
| the effort to get up a panic has hitherto failed, and 
| that, through the increased accommodations which 
the State banks have been enabled-to afford, no 
public distress has followed the exertions of the 
bank; and it cannot be doubted that the exercise 
of its power and the expenditure of its money, as 
well as its efforts to spread groundless alarm, will 
be met and rebuked as they deserve. In my own 
sphere of duty I should feel myself called on by 
the facts disclosed, to order a scire facias against 
the bank, with a view to put an end to the char- 
tered rights it has so palpably violated, were it not 
that the charter itself will expire as soon as a de- 
| cision would probably be obtained from the court 
of last resort. 

I called the attention of Congress to this subject 
in my last annual message, and informed them that 
such measures as were within the reach of the 
Secretary of the Treasury had been taken to en- 
able him to judge whether the public deposites in 
the Bank of the United States were entirely safc; 
but that as his single powers might be inadequate 
to the object, 1 recommended the subject to Con- 
gress as worthy of their serious investigation, 
declaring it as my opinion that an inquiry into the 
| transactions of that institution, embracing the 
| branches as well as the principal bank, was called 
for by the credit which was given throughout the 
couniry to many serious charges impeaching their 
character, and which, if true, might justly excite 
the apprehension that they were no longer a safe 
depository for the public money. ‘The extent to 
which the examination thns recommended was 
gone into, is spread upon your Journals, and is too 
well known to require to be stated. Such as was 
| made, resulted in a report from a majority of the 
Committee of Ways and Means touching certain 
specified points only, concluding with a resolution 
that the Government deposites might safely be 
continued in the Bank of the United States. This 
| resolution was adopted at the close of the session, 
by the vote of a majority of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 3 

Although I may not always be able to concur in 
the views of the public interest, or the duties of its 
agents, which may be taken by the other depart- 
ments of the Government, or either of its branches, 
I am, notwithstanding, wholly incapable of receiv- 
ing, otherwise than with the most sincere respect, 
| all opinions or suggestions proceeding from such a 
source; and in respect to none am I more inclined 
to do so than the House of Representatives. But 
it will be seen from the brief views at this time 
taken of the subject by myself, as well as the more 
ample ones presented by the Secretary of the Treas- 
i ury, that the change in the deposites which has 
| been ordered has been deemed to be called for by 
| considerations which are not affected by the pro- 
ceedings referred to, and which, if correctly viewed 
by that department, rendered its act a matter of 
imperious duty. 

Coming as you do, for the most part, immediate- 
| ly from the people and the States, by election, and 
| possessing the fullest opportunity to know their 
| sentiments, the present Congress will be sincerely 
solicitous to carry into full and fair effect the will 
of their constituents in regard to this institution. 
It will be for those in whose behalf we all act to 


decide whether the Executive Department of the 


£. 


Government, in the steps which it has taken 
on this subject, has been found in the line of its 
dutv. 

‘The accompanying report of the Secretary of 
War, with the documents annexed to it, exhibit 
the operations of the War Department for the past | 
year, and condition ef the various subjects in- 
trusted to its administration. 

It will be seen from them that the Army main- | 
tains the character it has heretofore acquired for 
efficiency and military knowledge. Nothing has 
occurred since your last session to require its ser- 
vices beyond the ordinary routine of duties which, 
upon the sea-board and the inland frontier, devoive | 
upon itin atimeof peace. ‘The system, so wisely | 
adopted and so Jong pursued, of constructing forti- | 
fications at exposed points, and of preparing and 
collecting the supplies necessary for the military 
defence of the country, and thus providently fur- | 
nishing, in peace, the means of defence in war, has | 
been continued with the usual results. I recom- 
mend to your consideration the various subjects 
suggested in the report of the Secretary of War. 
Their adoption would promote the public service 
and meliorate the condition of the Army. 

Our relationa with the various Indian tribes have 
deen undisturbed since the termination of the dif- 
ficulties growing out of the hostile aggressions of 
the Sacs and Fox Indians. Several treaties have 
been formed ‘for the relinquishment of territory to 
the United States, and forthe migration of the oc- 
cupants to the region assigned for their residence 
west of the Mississippi. Should these treaties be 
ratified by the Senate, provision will have been 
made for the removal of almost all the tribes now 
remaining east of that river, and for the termina- 
tion of many difficult and embarrassing questions 

_ arising out of their anomalous political condition. 
It ig to be hoped those portions of two of the south- 
ern tribes which, in that event, will presentthe only 
remaining difiiculties, will realize the necessity of 
emigration, and will speedily resort to it. My 
original convictions upon this subject have been 
confirmed by the course of events for several years, 
and experience is every day adding to their 
strength. That those tribes cannot exist, sur- 
rounded by our settlements, and in continual con- 
tact with our citizens, iscertain. They bave neither | 
the intelligence, the industry, the moral habits, nor 
the desire of improvement, which are essential, to 
any favorable change in their condition. Estab- 


lished in the midst of another and a superiorrace, j; 


and without appreciating the causes of their infe- 
riority, or seeking to control them, they must 
necessarily yield to the force of circumstances, and 
ere long disappear. Such has been their fate here- 
tofore, and if itis to be averted, and itis, itcan only į 
be done by a general removal beyond our boundary 
and by the reorganization of their political system 
upon principles adapted to the new relations in | 


Which they will be placed. The experiment which |; 


has been recently made has so far proved success- 
ful. The emigrants generally are represented to 
be prosperous and contented, the country suitable | 
to their wants and habits, and the essential articles 
of subsistence easily procured. When the report 
of the commissioners now engaged in investiga- 
ting the condition and prospects of these Indians, 
and in devising a plan for their intercourse and 
government, is received, I trust ample means of 
information will be in possession of the Govern- 
ment for adjusting all the unsettled questions con- | 
nected with this interesting subject. 

The operations of the Navy during the year, | 


and its present condition, are fully exhibited in the |; 


annual report from the Navy Department. 

Suggestions are made by the Secretary of vari- 
ous improvements, which deserve careful consid- 
eration, and most of which, if adopted, bid fair to 
promote the efficiency of this important branch 
of the public service. Among these are the new 
organization of the Navy Board, the revision of 
the pay to officers, and a change in. the period of | 
time, or in the manner of making the annual ap- 
propriations, to which I beg leave to call your 
particular attention. 

The views which are presented on almost every 
portion of our naval concerns, and especially on 
the amount of force and the number of officers, and 
the general course of policy appropriate In the 
present state of our country, for securing the great 
and useful purposes of naval protection in peace ' 


| 


: and due preparation for the contingencies of war, 
i meet with my entire approbation. 

It will be perceived from the report referred to, 
that the fiscal concerns of the establishment ere in 
an excellent condition; and it is hoped that Con- 
i gress may feel disposed to make-promptly every 
: suitable provision desired either for preserving or 
i improving the system. 

The General Post Office Department has con- 
tinued, upon the strength of its own resources, to 
facilitate the means of communication between the 
various portions of the Union with increased ac- 
tivity. The method, however, in which the ac- 
counts of the transportation of the mailhas always 
been kept, appears to have presented an imperfect 
view of is expenses. It has recently been discov- 
: ered that, from the earliest records of the Depart- 
: ment, the annual statements have been calculated 
| to exhibit an amount considerably short of the 
actual expense incurred for that service. These 
illusory statements, together with the expense of 
carrying into effect the law of the last session of 
Congress establishing new mail routes, and a dis- 


} 
i 
i 


l 


to gratify the wishes of the public in the extension 
of the mail facilities, have induced him to incur 
responsibilities for their improvement beyond what 
the current resources of the Department would sus- 
tain. As soon as he had discovered the imperfec- 
tion of the method, he caused an investigation to 
be made of its results, and applied the proper 
remedy to correct the evil. It became necessary 
| for him to withdraw some of the improvements 
which he had made to bring the expenses of the 
Department within its own resources. These ex- 
| penses were incurred for the public good, and the 
public have enjoyed their benefit. They are now 
: but partially suspended, and that where they may 
| be discontinued with the least inconvenience to the 
| country. 

The progressive increase in the income from 
postages has equalled the highest expectations, and 
it affords demonstrative evidence of the growing 
importance and great utility of this Department. 
The details are exhibited in the accompanying 
report from the Postmaster General. 

The many distressing accidents which have of 
late occurred in that portion of our navigation 
carried on by the use of steam power, deserve the 
i immediate and unremitting attention of the con- 
| stituted authorities of the country. ‘The fact that 
the number of those fatal disasters is constantly 
increasing, notwithstanding the great improve- 
ments which are everywhere made in the machin- 
ery employed, and in the rapid advances which 
have been made in that branch of science, show 
very clearly that they are in a great degree the re- 
sult of criminal negligence on the part of those by 
whom the vessels are navigated, and to whose care 
and attention the lives and property of our citizens 
are so extensively intrnsted. 

That these evils may be greatly lessened, if not 
substantially removed, by means of precautionary 
and pena! legislation, seems to be highly probable: 


i| so far, therefore, as the subject can be regarded as 


i within the constitutional purview of Congress, I 
earnestly recommend it to your prompt and se- 
rious consideration. 

I would also call your attention to the views I 
have heretofore expressed of the propriety of 
amending the Constitution in relation to the mode 
of electing the President and the Vice President of 


to the future quiet and harmony of the people that 
every intermediate agency in the election of these 
officers should be removed, and that their éligi- 
bility should be limited to one term of either four 
i or six years, I cannot too earnestly invite your 
i consideration of the subject. . 
| Trusting that your deliberations on all the topics 
of general interest to which I have adverted, and 


the wants ef our beloved country may suggest, 
| may be crowned with success, I tender you, in 
conclusion, the codperation which it may be in my 
power to afford them 


ANDREW JACKSON, 

Wasnineton, December 3, 1833. 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, 5,000 
copies of the message, and 1,500 of the accom- 
panying documents, were ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned. 


position on the part of the head of the Department || 


the United States. Regarding it as all-important || 


! such others as your more extensive knowledge of | 


‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tnespay, December 3,1833: 

_ The resolution from the ‘Senate, appointing ai- 

| committee to wait upon the President and inform’ © 

i him that the two bodies are organizéd and ready 

ito receive his.communications; was*concurred.in,-° 

and Messrs, WARD and: SPEIGHT: were ap->:.. 


| 


; pointed on the part of the. House. sce : 
The oaths of office were then. administered to. 
the Clerk, Warrer S.: FRANKLIN: ESE 
The House, on motion of Mr. MASON, prò- 

ceeded to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms. |. 
Mr. MASON nominated Thomas B. Randolph; 

and Mr. SPEIGHT nominated William Robinson; 

220 ballots were given, of which number— ae 


Thomas B. Randolph received 158 votes. 
William Robinson... ees esse.. 54.4 


| O. Crosby... cc esessecrntecce B ff 
Jackson... ecsescsrcnccesene L6G! 
i Blank scegensensresssidsors AY BES 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resol 
which was agreed to: . 

Resolved, That Overton Carr beappointed Door- 
|} keeper, and John W. Huater, Assistant. Door- 
keeper, of the House‘of Representatives, 
| The oath of. office was then'administere 
| Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeepers elect. 
The usual resolutions for the appointmentof © 
| chaplains and for furnishing the members with. 

newspapers were adopted. fir a : 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that al} the former rules 

for the government of the House be adopted, with’. 


7 


| the exception of the 56th and:16th. ; 
| Mr. WILLIAMS was unwilling todecide upon 
| a matter involving a change in the rules of the: 
House without some time for consideration. He 
did not exactly understand what would be the effect - 
of the proposed alteration, and he moved that the 
moticn lie on the table. 
| Mr. HUBBARD explained that one of his prop- ` 
| ositions would be to increase the number of the 
i; members of the standing committees from seven 
| to nine, and of the other committees from three 
i to five, He also intended to propose that the 
members should sit uncovered until the Speaker 
! should otherwise direct. ; Doky 
| After a few words from Mr. BURG 
of a postponement of the subject, ` 
Mr. WILLIAMS said that the proposition to. 
| sit without hats had often been submitted, and had’ 
always been rejected. It had been rejected on the’ 
ground that there was no convenient place for put 
ting our hats; ‘but he supposed that. those who 
i propose the change would provide a' place. ` He 
doubted, also, whether we- should increase’ the 
efficiency of the committees by. increasing their 
number. It was difficult to get the attendance of 
| four members, which was the majority of seven, 
and it would be still more difficult to get five, the 
majority of nine. He wished time for reflection 
on the subject, and renewed his motion to lay the 
matter on the table. ; 
Mr. SUTHERLAND suggested that nothing 
would be gained by letting the subject lie on the 
table. The House would be embarrassed unless 
rules were adopted. ` 
Mr. PATTON moved that the 9th rule be also 
excepted, stating that it was his intention to move 
a modification of the 9th rule, to the effect that the 
Speaker should vote in the first instance in all 
cases, and that if the House be equally divided 
the question should be lost. 
The motion, as modified at the suggestion’ of 
Mr. Patron, was agreed to. : 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts 
the House then adjourned. : 


ution; ; 


dto the: 


BS in favor 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, December 4, 1833. 


Mr. Carnoun, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
Spracur, of Maine, appeared and took their seats. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Treasurer of the United 
States, transmitting the annual statement of his 
accounts, &c. 

‘The PRESIDENT also presented a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, giving his reasons 
i for the removal of the public deposités from the 
Bank of the United States. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the reading of the 


8 


ae’ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


report should be dispensed with, and. that 5,000 
copies of. the report. and: 1,500 copies. of the docu- 
ments accompanying it -be printed for the use of 
the Senate. Agreed to. s 

“Mr: WRIGHT: submitted 
tions dee S a ae g 

“Resolved, That the proceedings of the Legislature 
of the State of Rhode Island, now upon the table 
‘of the Senate, showing the appointment of ELISHA 
R. Porrer as a Senator to represent that State in 
the Senate of the United States, be referred to a 
‘geleet committee of five Senators, to ingoire and 
report upon the claim of the said Elisha R. Potter 
to the seat in the Senate now occupied by the Hon. 
Asner ROBBINS: f 

Afet some discussion as to the point of order 
whether the resolution should be then acted on, 
and the mode of appointing the committee, Mr. 
CLAY moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion. of the subject until to-morrow; which was 
agreeđ to without a division. - 

. A-resolution from the House of Representatives, 
for the appointment of two chaplains was.consid- 
ered and agreed to. 

Mr: BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be 
instructed to report to the Senate upon the suffi- 
ciency of the provisions made by the act of March 
2d, 1833, for the satisfaction of revolutionary 
bounty land warrants, and whether a further ap- 
propriation of land and issue of serip is necessary 
to satisfy outstanding warrants. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice. that he would, on 
Monday next, ask leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution, proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion ofthe United States in relation to the mode of 
electing a President and Vice President. 

< On motion of Mr. KANE, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


the following resolu- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

; Wepwespar, December 4, 1833. 

After the Journal was read, Mr. ALLAN, of 
Kentucky, rose and said, that prior to the organi- 
zation of the House, the question connected with 
thecontested Kentucky election was depending; but 
it was withdrawn in order to permit the organiza- 
tion. of the House, and he now proposed to pro- 
ceed in it. We had before made some progress in 
the question, and had arrived at the merits of it. 
It would take but a few minutes to complete the 
view which he proposed to.take in reference to the 
subject. [flere Mr. A. was interrupted by the 
question whether there was any subject before 
the House. ] 

The SPEAKER replied that he considered the 
question to be, whether Mr. Moore was to be 
qualified as a member or not. Mr. Moore was 
supposed to. present himself now to the Chair for 
qualification, : 
` Mr. ALLAN continued. It is likély in the 
skirmish we had the other day, that there was 
some, mistake as to the character of Mr. Moore’s | 
certificate. He saw, by the reports, that it was 
considered that Mr. Moore’s election was certified 
by the: Governor in the same manner. as the elec- 
tion of the other members from Kentucky. But 
the fact was, the Governor had no right to per- 
form such duty, nor had he undertaken to. per- 
form it. .The Governor had simply transmitted 
the returns from the sheriffs, without expressing 
any opinion as to the election. in either of the dis- 
tricts. If any one imagines that the Governor 
transmitted the same certificate in the case of Mr. 
Moore as in that of thè other members he is 
mistaken. The certificates of every member, ex- 
cept Mr. Moore, were signed by the sheriffs of 
every county in the respective districts.. But Mr. 
Moore’s certificate was signed only by three of 
the five sheriffs of the fifth district... The'question 
is, whether that certificate, which is thus defective, 
is prima: facie evidence of Mr. Moore’s election ? 
What do they certify? That they met and counted 
the votes? No; but that they. did not meet and 
count the votes. The result of the election in the 
fifth: district. was known. Everybody knew it. 
The newspapers had published it, My. Letcher 
was well ascertained to be elected. . Under those 
circumstances. the -sheriffs met, on the fifteenth 
day after ‘the election, to count and compare the 


votes. Diđ they count.and compare the votes: of 
the several counties, and certify the election of the 
candidate who had the greatest number of votes? 
No.. The sheriff of Lincoln, one of the: oldest 


vote in:which there was no dispute, puts the poll- 
book of. that county in his pocket, and marches 
of. How stood the vote in Lincoln? The ma- 
jority for Mr. Letcher there was one hundred and 
fifty, which, added.to the whole, gave hima ma- 
‘jority over Mr. Moore. The sheriff, seeing this 
result, suppressed his return. In good old times; 


in Kentucky, (said Mr. ALLan,) a certain candi- 
date who had been defeated, was asked what was 
the reason of his defeat? ‘* Nothing but the want 
of a sufficient number of votes,” was the reply. 
The want of votes was, at that time, in Kentucky, 
considered quite sufficient to account for the failure 
of a candidate, and no one ever dreamed of getting 
here in any other way than by a majority of votes. 
But if this paper is received as a sufficient evidence 
of election, then a new way to get to Congress has 
beén discovered. 

Mr. HAWES, of Kentucky, said he presented 
himself with unfeigned embarrassment to the 
House on. this question. He considered the 
question, which of the two gentlemen, Mr. Moore 
or Mr. Letcher, should take his seat, was to be 
decided. by this House, and decided in favor of 
the member who should be found to have the 
greatest number of votes. Mr. Moore’s certificate 
was, he contended, as valid as that of any other 
member from Kentucky. The return had the 
sanction of the Governor, which showed that he 
was considered by the Governor to have been duly 
elected. He admitted that the certificate was, in 
some respects, informal, but that informality did 


and qualify in the first instance. If we pursue 
the mode which has ever been pursued since the 
foundation of the Government, there will be no 
difficulty in the case. Let the subject be sub- 
mitted to a committee to take~its usual course; 
and, at a proper time, let the House, with all the 
facts before them, say which party has the ma- 
jority of votes, and is therefore elected. Any 
other course would be highly improper and un- 
usual. The law of Kentucky had not provided 
for the case; but he contended that the failure of 
the sheriff of Lincoln to make his return did not 
make the election void, nor affect the validity of 
the certificate furnished by the other sheriffs of 
Mr. Moore’s election. He did not pretend to say 
whether Mr. Moore or Mr. Letcher had the 
majority, but that the House should proceed to 
ascertain this fact in the usual form. He then 
referred to the course pursued in the contested 
election of a Delegate from Michigan as a prece- 
dent. He knew that the sheriffs were obliged by 
law to count the votes; but he saw no reason why 
this House should depart from the precedents 
established in such cases, Every member of the 
House was prepared to act on this question with- 
out the slightest. prejudice in favor of either party. 
He did not know which candidate was elected, 
but he should vote, in the first instance, in favor 
of. qualifying Mr. Moore. . 
Mr. CHILTON, after expressing a reluctance 
to enter upon this question, suggested that his 
colleague (Mr. Hawes] had fallen into some incon- 
sistency in proposing to refer the subject to acom- 
mittee. If the position taken by his colleague [Mr. 
Autan] in reference to the character of the certifi- 
cate was correct, it could not be supposed that the 
House would permit Mr. Moore to take his seat. 


U The question for our consideration was, whether 


‘this-certificate complies with the laws. of the State 
of Kentucky. He thought it was plain that it did 
not comply with the law. It was admitted that 
the district. was composed of five counties; that the 
sheriff of each must, at a certain time, attend at a 
certain place, for the purpose of counting and com- 
paring the votes. There was no dispute as to this. 
After a faithful comparison and count, each of these 
sheriffs must put his name to a certificate, show- 
ing that one person has a majority of votes and is 
elected. This was perfectly plain. But the fact 
is not disputed that there appear at the bottom of 
thecertificate the names of but three sheriffs. Now, 
| he denied that an informel certificate amounted to 
| prima facie evidence.. Can interested evidence be 
‘admitted in'a court of justice merely because no 


and most improved counties in the State, as to the | 


not affect the right of Mr. Moore to take his seat. 


other evidence can be furnished? Can partial tes- 
timony be in any case received merely because it 
is the best evidence the case admits of? The prin- 
ciple was, in his opinion, erroneous and dangerous. 
We were allinterested in-preserving the purity of 
elections; and: should. be cautious ju introducing” 
any principles: which will: open'a door to fraud... 
While he said this, he fully and entirely acquirted 
the member [Mr. Moore] from the slightest par- 
ticipation in the proceedings to which he referred 
as so incorrect. But he believed that the accept- 
ance of his certificate would strike a fatal blow at 
the freedom and purity of elections. 1t was dueto 
the whole nation to discountenance the attempt to 
force into the Elouse, as a member, an individual 
whose credentials are thus imperfect. He dis- 
claimed, as his colleagues had done, all feeling of 
an unfavorable character to the interests of either. 
party to this question. f 

Mr. LANE roseand called for the reading of the 
certificate testified by the Governor of Kentucky, 
and in the possession of the Clerk, which was as 
follows: 


STATE or Kentucky, 
Fifth Congressional District. 

We, the undersigned, sheriffs for the counties 
of Mercer, Garrard, Anderson, Lincoln, and Jès- 
samine, composing said congressional district, do 
certify that, on the fifteenth day after the com- 
mencement of the Jate congressional election for 
said district, to wit: on the 20th day of August, 
1833, we met at the court-house in Harrodsburg, 
Mercer county, and, adjourning from day to day, 
made a faithful comparison and addition of the 
votes and polls for said congressional election for 
said district, and found, and accordingly certify, 
that Thomas P. Moore is duly elected a Repre- 
sentative to Congress from said fifth congressional 
district, by a majority of the qualified votes of said 
district. Given under our hands this 21st day of 
August, 1833. The vote of Lincoln county not.. 
taken into calculation. $ ; 

JACOB KELLER, Deputy, 
or G. W. Tompson, S. M. C., 
JOHN WALSH, Sheriff Anderson co., 
By R. Wacker, D. M., ` 
JAMES H. GAIRG, Deputy, 
For Joun Downine, Sheriff J. C.. 


Mr. L. then inquired if. the specific question 
presented to the House was, Shall Mr. Moore be 
sworn and take his seat? To which the Speaker 
replied, it was. Then, sir, it being admitted that 
the inquiry is not who shall or shall not, in the 
final decision of this House be entitled to the seats 
not who received the greater number of legal votes, 
but whether the certificate read furnishes prima 
facie evidence of that fact—the question to my. 
mind isa- simple one. It isa principle that all 
persons intrusted with authority do their duty 
until the contrary appears. It is easy to suppose 
why the return of Lincoln was rejected. It may 
have been so imperfect, upon its face as to forbid 
its being received.. Itis said, bythe gentleman at 
my left, thathe would not suffer any one to take 
his seat unless he produced a certificate perfect in 
all its parts. How, then, will the ether gentleman 
take his seat, having no certificate? Mr. L. said 
both the gentlemen were strangers to him; but that 
he could assure them and the House that when he 


| should ‘be called upon to vote-upon the first decis- 


ion, bis vote should be cast for him who should 
satisfy his mind he had received the majority of 
legal votes. 

Mr. MARSHALL said the question was now 
narrowed down toa small point. It was noteasy 
to say what was sufficient prima facie evidence of 
election; but when a member’s. credentials: were 
questioned he must produce such credentials as 
other members bring of their election. Any one 
may present himself in the Hall for qualification, 
and upon this prima facie evidence might. be sworn 
in, if no one disputed his right. He utterly de- 
nied that-the certificate produced by Mr. Moore 
“amounted, tosufficient evidence of his election, and 
we would not undertake to guess at reasons which 
might account for its informality. Any court of 
justice would decide that. this certificate did not 
prove.the main fact which.it was offered to prove, 
viz: the election of Mr. Moore by a majority of — 


the votes in the five counties composing the fifth 
district... The poll-books themselves were the very 
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best evidence of an election, and the certificate was 
simply a substitute for the record of the fact itself. 
Now it ceased to be a substitute if it was not made 
according to the laws of the State. There wasno 
pretense for saying that an informal certificate was 
a substitute for the legal evidence of an election. 
If it was informal in any one point, it ceased to 
carry any authority with it. If all the sheriffs 
did not sign it, it might as well be signed only by 
one sheriff, or not signed atall. In the law of 
Kentucky there was no provision for this case. 
It was a casus omissus, which we had no right to 

rovide for. We must be bound by the law of 

entucky regulating the elections, as that law now | 
stands. The Michigan case was totally different 
from this. This certificate did not state a fact 
upon which the election of Mr. Moore could be 
inferred. In the first instance, he contended that 
the person who received the largest number of 
votes was entitled to his seat, and, in the next 
place, that no individual had produced the evi- 
dence of his having received that majority. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said, that the difficulty 
presented to: his mind was this: Does the gentle- 
man, Mr. Moore, present us a paper which is an 
evidence of his election? It appeared to him that | 
a majority of the sheriffs sould not give a certifi- 
cate, for the law of Kentucky expressly provided 
that all the sheriffs of the-several counties should 
assemble and perform certain duties, one of which 
was to sign this certificate. Suppose the certifi- 
cate had asserted this: ‘*‘ We certify that, accord- 
ing to the votes in four counties in the 5th district, 
Thomas P. Moore is elected.”? Would that be 
sufficient? Certainlynot. But, in fact, they have 
certified to nothing more, if to so much. The 
question now is, who shall sit as a member from 
the 5th district until the subject is investigated? 
And, in his opinion, the Hon. Mr. Moore did not 
present such testimony as entitled him to a seat. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, it was conceded that 
the preliminary question was to be decided upon 
the sufficiency of the certificate. It is said that it 
appears on the face of this certificate that the 
votes of the county of Lincoln are not counted, 
But does it appear on the face of the certificate 
that any votes from Lincoln county were presented 
to the sheriffs? The paper shows upon the dec- 
laration of three sheriffs, that Thomas P. Moore 
is duly elected by a majority of the qualified votes 
of the district. The only question is, therefore, 
whether the certificate of three sheriffs is sufficient, 
for it is admitted that this paper would be deemed 
sufficient had it been signed by the five sheriffs. 
Where several persons are appointed to do a par- 
ticular act, the law recognizes as valid the act ofa 
majority of those persons. ‘This wasa clear prin- 
ciple; and if this be so, it ends the question. 

Mr. POLK rose to offer some precedents bear- 
ing on thiscase. He held in hishand the original 
manuscript report on a contested election in the 
20th congressional district of New York, which 
was in point, By the law of New York, certain 
officers called the state canvassers, must certify the 
election of each member. The canvassers returned 
the name of Daniel Huggenin, without the word 
junior, in consequence of which Mr. Ten Eyck 
was returned as amember. Two hundred and 
geventy-four votes were lost to Mr. Huggenin by 
the omission of “Junior” in the return, and the 
certificate was given to Mr. Ten Eyck. The cer- 
tificate stated the facts of the case, and Mr. Hug- 
genin appeared at the bar of the Houseand alleged 
that he had been duly elected, for that he was the 
Daniel Huggenin, Jun., who had been voted for, 
as he offered to prove. But the House gave the 
seat to Mr. Ten Eyck for the time; and after in- 
vestigating the facts in the usual manner, gave the | 
seat to Mr. Huggenin. He referred to another | 
case of the same sort, in which Mr. Fisher was | 
returned from New York, instead of Silas Wright, 
Jr., because some of the votes given for Mr. 
Wright werenot counted by the canvassers. Mr. 
Fisher was qualified, and subsequently the seat 
was given to Mr. Wright. The House never pre- | 
tended, at first, to go beyond the certificate; our 
course was a clear one, according to the precedents 
laid down. . 

Mr. WARDWELL went into some explana- 
tions of the New York cases referred to by the | 
member from Tennessee. In the case of Mr. 
Wright all the votes were not counted; but Mr. 


| the table, and ordered ‘to be printed., 


Fisher, contrary. to the wishes of his own friends, 
and notwithstanding that the fact of Mr. Wright’s 
election was undisputed, came here and presented 
himself for qualification.. The evidence that Mr. 
Wright had been elected was ŝo plain that. nota 
member. of the House contradicted it. But still 


the House, following its. usual course, suffered Mr. |} 


Fisher to take his seat; and subsequently, after 
the report of a committee, the seat was given to 
Mr. Wright. 

Mr. ALLAN called for the reading of certain 
papers which he named, from which he would 
show that the votes given in the different counties 
were as follows: 

Letcher. 
Jessamine. sesoses.. 


Moore. 
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Majority for Letcher, 48. 


The Clerk proceeded, at the request of Mr. 
ALLAN, to read certificates of the number of 
votes given in each county. 

Mr. POLK, interposed, and objected to the 
course pursued. If we went into the subject. at 
all, we must hear the whole evidence in the shape 
of depositions and affidavits, which the two parties 
are prepared to offer. This would convert this 
House, at this stage of the business, into an 
examining committee. In his own opinion, we 
had no right to go beyond the certificate. 

Mr. McKINLEY rose to point out a difference 
between this case and the New York cases; for 
in those cases, the certificates themselves showed 
that there were other candidates who were voted 
for. The evidence called for would not apply to 
this case. 

Mr. BURGES said we must first ascertain 
whether there is any case to examine before a 
committee. If the law intended that each sheriff 
should certify the return from his own county, 
then a return of a portion of the sheriffs can give 
no one a certificate which will entitle him to a seat. 
Therefore, we have no knowledge that any one 
was elected in the 5th district. We must, to ascer- 
tain who is elected, go behind the certificate, and 
approximate to the people. We must go up to 
the poll books if we wish to reach the trath. 
We have no paper which gives us any amount of | 
the votes in the several counties, unless it be the 
papers the reading of which was called for. The 
certificate did not assume to give the votes of every 
county. i : 

Mr. POLK said he now understood that the 
gentleman who contested this seat had been en- 
gaged for two months in obtaining testimony, 
some of which was ready, and some of which 
was expected. The House, therefore, if it goes 
into the evidence at all, must continue to examine 
it, and proceed in it as it comes in from day to 
day, and no decision could be made until the 
whole of it had been received. Advertising the | 
House of this fact, he would withdraw the objec- 
tion to the reading of the paper. 

Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 

The SPEAKER communicated to the House 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
removal of the deposites. 

On motion, the reading of the report was dis- || 
pensed with, and ten thousand copies ordered to | 
be printed. 

The SPEAKER communicated to the House a 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the | 
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cultivation of the sugar cane; a report from the |; 
Board of Engineers; the annual Treasury report; || 
the annual report of the Treasurer; and the report |; 


of the late Clerk of the House on the contingent | 
expenses of the House; all of which were laid on | 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, December 5, 1833. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to- 
day, it will adjourn to meet again on Monday 
next. 


ti objections in the form of instrucions to 


The following message was received. from 
President. of ‘the. United: Sratesy.(jhrough-. 


his objections, the. bil which. originate 


lands, and-for other purposes, 2: 

! To the Senate of the United States: ; PRENE 
At the close of the :last-session. of Congress F 

received from that bodya bill entitled 14- An act to: 


sales of the public lands. of the United: States; and. 
for granting lands to certain. States... ‘The -brier 
period then remaining. before the -rising.of Con- 
gress, and the extreme pressure of official duties, 
unavoidable on such occasions, did not leave me. . 
sufficient time for that full consideration of the 
i Subject which was due to its great importance, 
Subsequent consideration and reflection have, 
i however, confirmed the objections to the bill which 
presented themselves to my mind upon its first: 
perusal, and have satisfied me that it ought not to. 
becomealaw. I felt myself, therefore, constrained 
to withhold from it my approval, and: now retain: 
it to the Senate, in which it originated, with: the: 
reasons. on which my dissent is founded. 0.0" 

I am fully sensible of the importance; as it re~ 
spects both the harmony and union: of the States, 
of making, as soon as circumstances. will allow of: 


ject of the public lands; and. any: measure for that 
object; providing for the. reimbursement tothe: 
United States of those expenses with. which they: 
are justly chargeable, that. may be consistent. with: 
my views of the Constitution, sound policy, and, 
the rights of the respective States, will ‘readily 
receive my coöperation. This bill, however, is. 
not of that character. The arrangement it contem- 
plates is not permanent, but limited to. five years 
only, and in its terms appears to anticipate alter-, 
ations within that time, at the discretion of Con- 
gress; and it furnishes no adequate security against 
those continued agitations of the subject which it, 
should be the principal object of any. measure for. 
the disposition of the public lands to. avert. : 

Neither the merits of the bill under consider- 
ation nor the validity of the objections which I have 
felt it to be my duty to make to its passage, can be. 
correctly appreciated without a full understanding: 
of the manner in which the. public lands, upon, 
which it is intended to operate, were acquired, and, 
the conditions upon. which (hey are now held, by: 
ihe United States. I will, therefore, precede the 
| statement of those objections by a brief but distinct 
expositicn of these points. ia 

The waste lands within the United States :con- 
stituted one of the early obstacles to the organiza~ 
tion of any Government for the protection of their: 
common interests. In October, 1777, while Con- 
gress were framing the Articles of Confederation, 
a proposition was made to amend them tothe fol- 
lowing effect, viz: 

« That the United States in Congress assembled, 
‘ shall have the sole and exclusive right and power 
‘ to ascertain and fix the western boundary of such 
< States as claim to the Mississippi or South sea, 
‘and lay out the land beyond the boundary so 


| ‘ascertained into separate and independent States, 


‘from time to time, as the numbers and circum- 
“stances of the people thereof may require.” _ 
It was, however, rejected, Maryland only voting 


| for it; and so difficult did the subject appear, that 


the patriots of that body agreed to waive it in the 
Articles of Confederation, and leave it for future 
settlement. — 


| On the submission of the articles to the several 


State Legislatures for ratification, the most form- 
idable objection was found to be in this subject of 
waste lands. Maryland, Rhode Island, and New 
Jersey, instructed their Delegates in Congress to 
move amendments to them, providing that the 
waste or Crown lands should be considered the 
common property of the United States, but they: 
were rejected. All the States, except Maryland, 
acceded to the articles, notwithstanding some of 
them did so with the reservation that their claim 
to those lands, as common property, was not 
thereby abandoned. . ; 
On the sole ground that no declaration to that 
| effect was contained in thearticles, Maryland with- 
| held her assent, and in May, 1779, embodied her 
i her Del- 


Donelson, his Private Secretary,) retarnmingi wih 
¢ l- i d inthe. i 

Senate at its: last session, “appropriating: fora. o = 
limited time the proceeds of the'sales of the public < 


appropriate for a limited time the proceeds: ofthe’ me 


it, a proper and final disposition of the whole subs: > 
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ates; which were entered upon the Journals of 
ongress, The following extracts are from that 
document, viz: . . 

* Is it possible that those States who are ambi- 
‘ tiously. grasping at territories, to which, in our 
‘ judgment, they have not the least shadow of ex- 
“elusive right, will use with greater: moderation 
‘the increase of wealth-and power derived from 
* those territories, when acquired, than what they 
‘have displayed in their endeavors to acquire 
‘ them?’’ &c., &e. : 

ss Weare convinced policy and justice require 
‘that a country unsettled at the’commencement of 
‘this war, claimed by the British Crown, and 
‘ceded to it by the treaty of Paris, if wrested from 
‘the common enemy by the blood and treasure of 
‘the Thirteen States, should be considered ‘as a 
‘common property, subject to be parcelled out by 
t Congress into free, convenient, and independent 
‘goveraments, in such manner and at such times 
‘as the wisdom of that assembly shall hereafter 
* direct,”? &c., &e. 

Virginia proceeded to open a land office for the 
sale of her western lands, which produced such 
excitement as to induce Congress, in October, 
1779, to interpose and’ earnestly recommend to 
“ the said State, and all States similarly circum- 
stanced, to forbear settling or issuing warrants for 
such unappropriated lands, or.granting the same 
during the continuance of the present war.” 

In March, 1780, the Legislature of New York 
passed an act tendering a cession to the United 
States of the claims of that State to the western 
territory, preceded by a preamble to the following 
effect, viz: 

« Whereas nothing under Divine Providence 


can more effectually contribute to the tranquillity | 


and safety of the United States of America than a 
Federal alliance on such liberal principles as will 
give satisfaction to its respective members; and 
whereasthe Articles of Confederation and perpetual 
Union recommended by the honorable Congress of 
the United States of America, have not proved ac- 
ceptable to all the States, it having been conceived 
that a portion of the waste and uncultivated terri- 
tory within the limits or claims of certain States 
ought to be appropriated as a common fund for 
the expenses of the war; and the people of the 
State of New York being on all occasions disposed 
to manifest their regard for their sister States and 
their earnest desire to promote the general interest 
and security, and more especially to accelerate the 
Federal alliance, by removing, as far as it depends 
upon them, the before-mentioned impediment to 
its final accomplishment,” &e. ` 

This act of New York, the instructions-of Ma- 
ryland, and a remonstrance of Virginia, were re- 
ferred toa committee in Congress, who reported 
a preamble and resolutions thereon, which were 
adopted on the 6th ‘September, 1780; so much of 
which as is necessary to elucidate the subject is to 
the following effect, viz: ; 

« That it appears advisable to press upon those 
States which can remove the embarrassments re- 
specting the western country a liberal surrender of 
a portion of their territorial claims, since they can- 
not be preserved entire without endangering the sta- 


bility of the general Confederacy; to remind them || 


how indispensably necessary it is to establish the 
Federal Union on a fixed and permanent basis, and 
on principles acceptable to all its respective mem- 
bers; how essential to public credit and confidence, 
to the support of our Army, to the vigor of our coun- 
cils and success of our measures, to our tranquil- 
lity at home, our reputation abroad, to our very 
existence as a free, sovereign, and independent 
people; that they are fully persuaded the wisdom 
of the several Legislatures will lead them to a full 
and impartial consideration of a subject so inter- 
esting to the United States and so necessary to the 
happy establishment of the Federal Union; that 
they are confirmed in these expectations by a re- 
view of the before-mentioned act of the Legislature 
of New York, submitted to their consideration,” 
&e. 2 

E Resolved, That copies of the several papers 
referred to the committee be transmitted, with a 
copy of the report, to the Legislatures of the several 
States; and that it be earnestly recommended to 
those States who have claims to the western coun- 
try to pass such laws and give their Delegates in 
Congress such powers as may effectually remove 


ji cles of Confederation; and that the Legislature of 


| the only obstacle to a final ratification of the Arti- 


| Maryland be earnestly requested to authorize their 
i eas in Congress to subscribe the said Arti- 
| cles. 

Following up this policy, Congress proceeded, 
on the 10th of October, 1780, to pass a resolution 
pledging the United States to the several States as 
to the manner in which any lands that might be 
ceded by them should be disposed of, the material 
; parts of which are as follows, viz: , 
€‘ Resolved, That the unappropriated lands which 

may be ceded or relinquished to the United States 
| by any particular State pursuant to the recom- 
| mendation of Congress of the 6th day of September 
last, shall be disposed of for the common benefit 
of the United ‘States, and be settled and formed 
into distinct republican States, which shall become 
members of the Federal Union, and have the same 
rights of sovereignty, freedom, and independence 
as the other States,” &c. ‘That the said lands 
shall be granted or settled at such times and under 
such regulations as shall hereafter be agreed on by 
the United States in Congress assembled, or nine 
or more of them.” : 

In February, 1781, the Legislature of Maryland 
passed an act authorizing their Delegates in Con- 
gress to sign the Articles of Confederation. The 
following are extracts from the preamble and body 
of the act, viz: f 

“ Whereas it hath been said that the common 
enemy is encouraged by this State not acceding to 
the Confederation to hope that the. union of the 
sister States may be dissolved, and therefore pros- 
| ecutes the war in expectation of an event so dis- 

graceful to America; and our friends and illustrious 
ally are impressed with an idea that the common 
cause would be promoted by our formally acceding 
to the Confederation,” &c. 

The act of which this is the preamble, author- 
izes the Delegates of that State to sign the Articles, 
and proceeds to declare ‘‘ that, by acceding to the 
said Confederation, this State doth not relinquish, 
nor intend to relinquish, any right or interest she 
hath, with the other United or Confederated States, 
to the back country,” &c., &c. 

On the Ist of March, 1781, the Delegates of 
Maryland signed the Articles of Confederation, and 
| the federal Union under that compact was com- 
plete. The conflicting claims to the western lands, 
however, were not disposed of, and continued to 
give great trouble to Congress. Repeated and 
urgent calls were made by Congress upon the 
States claiming them, to make liberal cessions to 
the United States, and it was not until long after 
the present Constitution was formed that the 
| grants were completed. 

The deed of cession from New York was exe- 
cuted on the Ist of March, 1781, the day the Ar- 
ticles of Confederation were ratified, and it was 
| accepted by Congress on the 29th October, 1782. 
! One of the conditions of this cession, thus tendered 
jand accepted, was, that the lands ceded to the 
| United States “ shall be and enure for the use and 


: benefit of such of the United States as shall become 
į members of the Federal Alliance of the said States, and 
' for no.other use or purpose whatsoever.’? 

The Virginia deed of cession was executed and 
accepted on the Ist day of March, 1784. One of 
the conditions of this cession is as follows, viz: 

“That all the lands within the territory so ceded 
| to the United States, and not reserved for, or ap- 
| propriated to, any of the before-mentioned pur- 
poses, or disposed of in bounties to the officers and | 
, Soldiers of the American Army, shall be considered 
| as a common fund for the use and benefit of such of 
i the United States as have become, or shall become, | 
| members of the Confederation or Federal Alliance of 
| the said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their 
usual respective proportions in the general charge and 
| expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide dis- 
| posed of for that purpose, und for no other use or pur- 
| pose whatsoever.” 

i- Within the years 1785, 1786, and 1787, Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, and South Carolina, ceded 
their claims upon similar conditions. The Fed- 
eral Government went into operation under the 


The following is the only provision of that Con- 
stitution which has a direct bearing on the subject | 
of the public lands, viz: 


Í 
| 
| 
| existing Constitution on the 4th of March, 1789. | 
| 
| 


“The Congress shall have power to dispose of, | 


and make all needful rules and regulations respect- 
ing the territory or other property belonging to 
the United States, and nothing in this Constitution 
shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of 
the United States, or of any particular State.” 

Thus the Constitution left all the compacts be- 
fore made in full force, and the rights of all parties 
remained the same under the new Government as 
they were under the Confederation. 

The deed of cession of North Carolina was exe- 
cuted in December, 1789, and accepted by an act 
of Congress approved April 2, 1790. The third 
condition of this cession was in the following 
words, viz: 

‘That all the lands intended to be ceded by 
virtue of this act to the United States of America, 
and not appropriated as before-mentioned, shall be 
considered as a common fund for the use and benefit of 
the United States of America, North Carolina inclu- 
sive, according to their respective and usual propor- 
tions of the general charge and expenditure, and shall 
be faithfully disposed of for that purpose, and for no 
other use or purpose whatever.’ 

The cession of Georgia was completed on the 
16th of June, 1802, and, in its leading condition, is 
precisely like that of Virginia and North Carolina. 
This grant completed the title of the United States 
to all those lands, generally called public lands, 
lying within the original limits of the Confederacy. 
Those which have been acquired by the purchase 
of Louisiana and Florida, having been paid for out 
of the common treasure of the United States, are 
as much the property of the General Government, 
to be disposed of for the common benefit, as those 
ceded by the several States. 

By the facts here collected from the early his- 
tory of our Republic, it appears that the subject 
of the public lands entered into the elements of its 
institutions. It was only upon the condition that 
those lands should be considered as common prop- 
erty, to be disposed of for the benefit of the United 
States, that some of the States agreed to come into 
a “perpetual union.” The States claiming those 
lands acceded to those views, and transferred their 
claims to the United States upon certain specific 
conditions, and on those conditions the grants were 
accepted. These solemn compacts, invited by 
Congress, in a resolution declaring the purposes 
to which the proceeds of these lands should be 
applied, originating before the Constitution, and 
forming the basis on which it was made, bound 
the United States to a particular course of policy 
in relation to them by ties as strong as can be 
invented to. secure the faith of nations. 

As early as May, 1785, Congress, in execution 
of these compacts, passed an ordinance providing 
for the sales of lands in the Western Territory, 
and directing the proceeds to be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States. With the same 
object other ordinances were adopted prior to the 
organization of the present Government. 

In further execution of these compacts the 
Congress of the United States, under the present 
Constitution, as early as the 4th August, 1790, in 
“ An act making provision for the debt of the 
United States,” enacted as follows, viz: 

‘‘ That the proceeds of sales which shall be made 
of lands in the Western Territory, now belonging, 
or that may hereafter belong, to the United States, 
shall be, and are hereby, appropriated towards 
sinking or discharging the debts for the payment 
whereof the United States now are, or by virtue 
of this act may be, holden, and shall be applied 
solely to that use until the said debt shall be fully 


; satisfied.” 


To secure to the Government of the United 
States forever the power to execute these com- 
pacts in good faith, the Congress of the Confedera- 
tion, as early as July 13, 1787, in an ordinance 
for the government of the territory of the United 
States northwest of the river Ohio, prescribed to 


| the people inhabiting the Western Territory cer- 


tain conditions which were declared to be“ articles 
of compact between the original States and the 
people and States in the said territory,’. which 
should ‘forever remain unalterable, unless by 
common consent.” In one of these articles it ig 
declared that— 

“The Legislatures of those districts or new States 
shall never interfere with the primary disposal of 
the soil by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, nor with any regulation Congress may find 
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necessary for securing the title in such soil to the į 
bona fide purchasers.” : 
This condition has been exacted from the peo- : 
ple of all the new Territor'es; and, to put its obii- : 
gation beyond dispute, each new State carved out | 
of the public domain has been required explicitly : 
to recognize it as one of the conditions of admis- | 
sion into the Union. Someof them have declared, |i 
through their conventions, in separate acts, that | 
their people “ forever disclaim all right and title to | 
the waste and unappropriated lands lying within | 
this State, and that the same shall be, and remain, 
-at the sole and entire disposition of the United 
States.”’ 

With such care have the United States reserved | 
to themselves, in all their acts down to this day— | 
in legislating for the Territories and admitting | 
States into the Union—the unshackled power to | 
execute, in good faith, the compacts of cession į 
made with the original States. From these facts | 
and proceedings it plainly and certainly results— | 

1. That one of the fundamental principles on ; 
which the Confederation of the United States was || 
originally based, was that the waste land of the 
West, within their limits, should be the common | 
property of the United States. ! 

2. That those lands were ceded to the United | 
States by the States which claimed them, and the i 
cessions were accepted on the express condition 
that they should be disposed of for the common 
benefit of the States, according to their respective 
proportions in the general charge and expenditure, 
and for no other purpose whatsoever. 

3. That, in execution of these solemn compacts, 
the Congress of the United States did, under the 
Confederation, proceed to sell these lands, and put 
the avails into the common Treasury, and, under 
the new Constitution, did repeatedly pledge them | 
for the payment of the public debt of the United | 
States, by which each State was expected to profit | 
in proportion to the general charge to be made |; 
upon it for that object. 

These are the first principles of this whole sub- | 
ject, which, I think, cannot be contested by any 
one who examines the proceedings of the revolu- 
tionary Congress, the cessions of the several | 
States, and the acts of Congress under the new 
Constitution. Keeping them deeply impressed 
upon the mind, let us proceed to examine how far | 
the objects of the cessions have been completed, | 
and see whether those compacts are not still oblig- | 
atory upon the United Staies. 

The debt for which. these lands were pledged by 
Congress may be considered as paid, arid they are, | 
consequently, released from that lien. But that 
pledge formed no part of the compacts with the 
States, or of the conditions upon which the ces- 
sions were made. {t wasa contract between new | 
parties—between the United States and their cred- : 
itors. Upon payment of the debts the compacts | 

„remain in full force, and the obligation of the Uni- | 
ted States to dispose of the lands for the eommon | 
benefit is neither destroyed nor impaired. As | 
they cannot now be executed in that mode, the | 
only legitimate question which can ariseis, in what | 
other way are these lands to be hereafter disposed | 
of for the common benefit of the several States 
“ according to their respective and usual proportion in | 
the general charge and expenditure??? ‘Phe cessions | 
of Virginia, North Carolina, and ‘Georgia, in ex- | 
press terms, and ali the rest impliedly, not only | 
provide thus specifically the proportion according 
to which each State shall profit by the proceeds of |. 
the land sales, but they proceed to declare thatthey | 
shall be ** faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever.” 
This is the fundamental law of the land at this 
moment, growing out of compacts which are older - 
than the Constitution, and formed the corner-stone | 
on which the Union itself was erected. 

In the practice of the Government the proceeds 
of the public lands have not been set apart as a 
separate fund for the payment of public debt; but 
have been, and are now, paid into the Treasury, 
where they constitute a part of the aggregate of | 
revenue upon which the Government draws as | 
well for its current expenditures as for payment of § 
the public debt. In this manner they have here- 
tofore, and do now, lessen the general charge upon | 
the people of the several States in the exact pro- : 
portions stipulated in the compacis. Si 

These general charges have been composed xot | 


: domain. 


| for all these purposes has Leen about §49,701.230; 


i aaa antes 
; have increased and the charges have diminished, 


j into the Union; and that’ it sets at naught the 


‘| grant under which the title to that portion of the 


| lands. Abandoning altogether the ratio of distri- 
© bution according to the general chargeand expend- 
‘| iture, provided by the compacts, it adapts that of 
i the Federal representative population. Virginia, 


| the express condition that they should receive a 
| benefit from their sales in proportion to their part 


only of the publie debt and the usual expenditures 
attending the civil and military administrations of 
the Government, but of the amounts paid-to the 
States with which these compacts were formed, 
the amounts paid the Indians for their right of 
possession, the amounts paid for the purchase of 
Louisiana and Florida, and the amounts paid sur- 
veyors, registers, receivers, clerks, &c., employed 
in preparing for market and selling the western 
From the origin of the land system 
down to September 30. 1832, the amount expended 


and the amount received from the sales, deduct: 
ing payments on account of roads, &c., about 
$38 386,624. The revenue arising from the public 
ands, therefore, has not been sufficient to meet 
the general charges on the Treasury which have 
grown out of them, by about $11,314,656. Yer, 
in having been applied to lessen those charges, the 
conditions of the compacts have been thus’ far 
fulfilled, and each State has profited according to 
its usual proportion in the general charge and 
expenditure. The annual proceeds of land sales 


so that at a reduced price those lands would now 
defray all current charges growing out of them, 
and save the Treasury from further advances on 
their account. Their original intent and object, 
therefore, would be accomplished as fully as it has 
hitherto been by reducing the price, and hereafter, 
as heretofore, bringing the proceeds into the 
Treasury. Indeed, as this is the only mode ‘in 
which the objeets of the original compacts can be 
attained, it may be considered, for all practical 
purposes, that it is one of their requirements. 
The bill before me begins with an entire subver- 
sion of every one of the compacts by which the 
United States became possessed of their western 
domain, and treats the subject as if they never had 
existence, and as if the United States were the 
original and unconditional owners of all the publie 
lands. The first section directs— 
~ «That from and after the 3ist day of Decem- 
ber, 1832, there shall be allowed and paid to each 
of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Minois, Alabama, 
Missouri, Mississippi, and Louisiana, over and 
above what each of the said States is entitled to by 
the terms of the compacts entered into between 
them respectively, upon their admission ingo the 
Union, and the United States, the sum of twelve 
and a half per centum upon the net amount of the 
sales of the public lands which, subsequent to the 
day aforesaid, shall be made within the several 
limits of the said States; which said sum of twelve 
and a half per centum shall be applied to some 
object or objects of internal improvement or edu- 
cation in the said States. under the direction of 
their several Legislatures.” : 
This twelve and a half per centum is to be taken 
out of the net proceeds of the land sales before any 
appointment is made; and the same seven States 
which are first to receive this proportion, are also 
to receive their due proportion of the residue, 
according to the ratto of general distribution. 
Now, waiving all considerations of equity or 
policy in regard to this provision, what more need || 
be said to demonstrate its objectionable character | 
than that it is in direct and undisguised violation 
of. the pledge given by Congress to the States 
before a single cession was made; that it abrogates 
the condition upon which some of the States came 


terms of cession spread upon the face of every 


public lands is held by the Federal Govern- 
ment? 

In the apportionment of the remaining seven 
eighths of the proceeds, this bul, in a manner 
eqnally undisguised, violates the condition upon 
which the United States acquired title to the ceded 


and other States which ceded their lands upon 


of the general charge, are by the bill allowed only | 
a portion—seven eighths of their proceeds—and | 


that not in the proportion of general charge and | n 


expenditure, but in the ratio of their Federal rep- | 
reseniative population. 


The Constitution of the United States did not 
delegate to: Congress the power to abrogate these 
compacts. On the- contrary, by declaring ‘that 
nothing in it “shall: be so construed as to prejudice 
any claims of the United States, or of any particular 


State,” it virtually provides that these compacts.” : 
and the rights they secure shall remain untouched : i> 
by the legislative powcr, which ‘shall only make“: 


ail “needful rules and regulations” for carrying 
them into effect. All beyond this would seem to 
be an assumption of undelegated power. 000 

These ancient compacts are invaluable monu- 
ments of an age of virtue, patriotism, and diain- 
terestedness. They exhibit the price that’ great 
States, which had won liberty, were willing to 
pay for that union, without which they plainly 
saw it could not-be preserved. It was not for 
territory or State power that our revolutionary. 
fathers took up arms; it was for individual liberty 
and the right of self-government. The expulsion 
from the continent of British armies and’ British 
power was to them a barren conquest, if, through 
the collisions of the redeemed States, the individ- 
ual rights for which they fought should become 
the prey of petty military tyrannies established. at 
home. To avert such consequences,’and throw. 
around liberty the shield of union, States, whose 


relative strength at the time gave them a prepon- 


derating power’ magnanimously sacrificed do- 
mains +: hich would: have made them the rivals of 
empires, only stipulating that they should be dis- 
posed of for the common benefit of themselves and 
the other confederated States. This enlightened 


policy produced union; and has secured liberty. : 


{t has made oar waste lands to swarm with a busy 
people, and added many powerful Sta‘es to our 
Confederation. As well forthe fruits which these 
noble works of our ancestors have produced as 
for the devotedness in which they originated, we 
should hesitate before we demolish them. 

But there are other principles asserted in the 


‘bill which would have impelled me to withhold 


my signature, had I not seen in ita violation of the 
compacts by which the United States acquired 
title to a large portion of the public Jands. It 
reasserts the principle contained in the bill au- 
thorizing a subscription to the stock of the Mays- 


ville, Washington, Paris, and Lexington Turnpike. 


Road Company, from which [ was. compelled :to 
withhold my consent for reasons'contained in my 


of Representatives. The leading principle then 
asserted was, that Congress possesses no con- 
stitutional power to appropriate any part of the 
moneys of the United States for objects of a local 
character, within the States., That principle, E 
cannot be mistaken in supposing, has received 
the unequivocal sanction of the American people, 
and ali subsequent reflection has bnt satisfied me 
more thoroughly that the interests of our people, 
and the purity of our Government, if not its ex- 
istence, depend on its observance. The public 
lands are the common property of the United 
States, and the moneys arising from their sales 
are a part of the public revenue. This bill pro- 
poses to raise from and appropriate a portion of 
this publicrevenue to certain States, providing ex- 
pressly that it shall ‘be applied to objects of inter- 
nal improvement or education within those States,” 
and then proceeds to appropriate the balance to 
all the States, with the declaration that it shall be 
applied to such purposes as the Legislatures of the 
said respective Slates shall deem proper.” The former 
appropriation is expressly for internal improve- 
ments or education, without qualification as to 
the kind of improvements, and, therefore, in ex- 
press violation of the principle maintained iù my 
objections to the turnpike road bill above re- 
ferred to. The latter appropriation is more broad, 
and gives the money to be applied to any local 
purpose whatsoever, Jt will not be denied. that, 
under the provisions of the bill, a portion of the 
money might have been applied to making the 
very road to which the bill of 1830 had- reference; 
and must, of course, come within the scope of the 
same principle. If the money of the United States 
cannot be applied to local purposes through tts own 
agents, as little can it be permitted to be thus. 
excended through the agency of the State govern- 
Rents. 

lt has been supposed that with all the reductions 


l in our revenue which could be speedily effected 


| message of the 27th May, 1830, to the House ` 
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by Cengress without injury: to the substantial in- 
ierests of the country, there might be for some 
years to come a surplus of moneys in the Treasu- 
ry, and that there was, in principle, no objection 
io: returning them to the people by whom they 
were paid. As the literal accomplishment of such 
an object is obviously impracticable, it was thought 
admissible, as the nearest approximation to it, to 
hand them over to the State governments, the 
more. immediate representatives of the people, to 
be by them applied to the benefit of those to whom 
they properly belonged. The principle and the 
object was, to return to the people an unavoidable 
surplus of revenue which might have been paid 
by them under a system which could not at once 
be abandoned; but even this resource, ‘which at 
one time seemed to be almost the only alternative 
to save the General Government from grasping un- 
‘limited power over internal improvements, was 
suggested with doubts of its constitutionality. 

But this bill assumes a new principle. Its object 
is not to return to the people an unavoidable sur- 
plus of revenue paid in by them, but to create a 
surplus for distribution among the States. It seizes 
the entire proceeds of one source of revenue and 
sets them apart as a surplus, making it necessary 
to raise the moneys for supporting the Government 
and meeting the general charges from other sources. 
It even throws the entire land system upon the cus- 
toms for its support, and makes the public lands a 
perpetual charge upon the Treasury. It does not 
return to the people moneys accidentally or una- 
voidably paid by them to the Government, by 
which they are not wanted; but compels the people 
to pay moneys into the Treasury for the mere pur- 
pose of creating a surplus for distribution to their 
State governments. If this principle be once ad- 
mitted it is not difficult to perceive to what conse- 
quences it may lead. Already this bill, by throw- 
ing the land system on the revenues from imports 

- for support, virtually distributes among the States 
a part of those revenues. The proportion may be 
increased, from time to time, without any depar- 
ture from the principle now asserted, until the State 
governments shall derive all the funds necessary for 
their su¢port from the Treasury of the United 
States, or, if a sufficient supply should be obtained 
by some States and not by others, the deficient 
States might complain, and to put an end to all 
further difficulty, Congress, without assuming any 
new principle, nced go but one step further, and put 
the salaries of all the State governors, judges, and 
other officers, with a sufficient sum for other ex- 
penses, in their general appropriation bill. 

It appears to me that a more direct road to con- 
solidation cannot be devised. Money is power, 
and in that Government which pays all the public 
officers of the States will all political power be 
substantially concentrated. The State govern- 
ments, if governments they might be called, would 
loge all their independence and dignity. The econ- 
omy which now distinguishes them would be con- 
verted into a profusion, limited only by the extent 
of the supply. Being the dependents of the Gen- 
eral Government, and looking to its Treasury asthe 
source of all their emoluments, the State officers, 
under whatever names they might pass, and by 
whatever forms their duties might be prescribed, 
would, in effect, be the mere stipendiaries and in- 
struments of the central power. 

I am quite sure that the intelligent people of our 
several States will be satisfied, on a little reflection, 
that it is neither wise nor safe to release the mem- 

. bers of their local Legislatures from the responsi- 
bility of levying the taxes necessary to support 
their State governments, and vest it in Congress, 
over most of whose members they have no control. 
They will not think it expedient that Congress shall 
be the tax-gatherer and paymaster of all their State 
governments, thus amalgamating all their officers 
into one mass of common interest and common 
feeling. It is too obvious that such a course would 
subvert our well-balanced system of government, 
and ultimately deprive us of all the blessings now 
derived from our happy Union. 

However willing I might be that any unavoid- 
able surplus in the Treasury should be returned to 
the people through théir State governments, I 
cannot assent to the principle that a surplus may 
be created for the purpose of distribution. View- 
ing this bill as in effect assuming the right not 
only to create a surplus for that purpose, but to 


| divide the contents of the Treasury among the 


States without limitation, from whatever source 
they may be derived, and asserting the power to 


| raise and appropriate money for the support of 


every State government and institution, as well 
as for making every local improvement, however 


i trivial, I cannot give it my assent. 


lt is difficult to perceive what advantages would 
accrue to the old States or the new from the sys- 
tem of distribution which this bill proposes, if it 
were otherwise unobvjectionable. lt requires no 
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argument to prove that if three millions of dollars’ 


a year, or any other sum, shall be taken out of 
the Treasary by this bill for distribution, it must 
be replaced by the same sum collected from the 
people through some other means. The old 
States will receive annually a sum of money from 
the Treasury, but they will pay in a larger sum, 
together with the expenses of collection and dis- 
tribution. It is only their proportion of seven 
eighihs of the proceeds of land sales which they 
are to receive; but they must pay their due pro- 
portion of the whole. Disguise it as we may the 
bill proposes to them a dead loss, in thé ratio of 
eight to seven, in addition to expenses and other 
incidental losses. This assertion is not the less 
true because it may not at first be palpable. 
Their receipts will be in Jarge sums, but their 


| payments in small ones. The governments of the 


States will receive seven dollars for which the 
people of the States will pay eight. The large 
sums received will be palpable to the senses; the 
small sums paid it requires thought to identify. 
But a little consideration will satisfy the people 
that the effect is the same as if seven hundred dol- 
lars were given them from the public Treasury, 
for which they were at the same time required to 
pay in taxes, direct or indirect, eight hundred. 

I deceive myself greatly if the new States would 
find their interests promoted by such a system as 
this bill proposes. Their true policy consists in 
the rapid settling and improvement of the waste 
lands within their limits. As a means of hasten: 
ing those events, they have long been looking to 
a reduction in the price of public lands upon the 
final payment of the national debt. The effect 
of the proposed system would be to prevent that 
reduction. It is true, the bill reserves to Con- 
gress pe power to reduce the price, but the effect 
of its details, as now arranged, would probably be 


.forever to prevent its exercise. 


With the just men who inhabit the new States 
it is a sufficient reason to reject this system that 
it is in violation of the fundamental laws of the 
Republic and its Constitution. But if it were a 
mere question of interest or expediency they would 
still reject it. They would not sell their bright 
prospect of increasing wealth and growing power 
at sucha price. They would not place a sum of 
money to be paid into their treasuries in compe- 
tition with the settlement of their waste lands and 
the increase of theirpopulation. They would not 
consider a small or a large annual sum to be paid 
to their governments and immediately expended, 
as an equivalent for that enduring wealth which is 
composed of ficcks and herds and cultivated farms. 
No temptation will allure them from that object of 
abiding interest, the settlement of their wastelands, 
and the increase of a hardy race of free citizens, 
their glory in peace and their defence in war. 

On the whole, I adhere to the opinion expressed 
by me in my annual message of 1832, that it is 
our true policy that the public lands shall cease, 
as soon as practicable, to be a source of revenue, 
except for the payment of those general charges 
which grow out of the acquisition of the lands, 
their survey and sale. Although these expenses 
have not been met by the proceeds of sales here- 
tofore, it is quite certain they will be hereafter, 
even after a considerable reduction in the price. 
By meeting inthe Treasury so much of the general 
charge as arises from that source, they will here- 
after, as they have been heretofore, be disposed 
of for the common benefit of the United States 
according to the compacts of cession. I do not 
doubt that it is the real interest of each and all the 
States in the Union, and particularly of the new 
States, that the price of these lands shall be reduced 
and graduated; and that after they have been 
offered for a certain number of years, the refuse 
remaining unsold shall be abandoned to the States, 
and the machinery of our land system entirely 


withdrawn... It cannot be supposed the compacts 
intended that the United States should retain for~ 
ever a title to lands within the States which are 
of no value, and no doubt is entertained that the 
general interest would be best promoted by surren- 


| dering such lands to the States. 


This plan for disposing of the public lands 
impairs no principle, violates no compact, and de- 
ranges no system. Already has the price of those 
lands been reduced from two dollars per acre to 
one dollar and a quarter, and upon the will of 
Congress it depends whether there shail be a 
farther reduction. While the burdens of the East 
are diminishing by the reduction of the duties 
upon imports it seems but equal justice that the 
chief burden of the West should be lightened in 
an equal degree at least. It would be just to the 
old States and the new, conciliate every interest, 
disarm the subject of all its dangers, and add 
another guarantee to the perpetuity of our happy 
Union. 

Sensible, however, of the difficulties which sur- 
round this important subject, I can only add to 
my regrets at finding myself again compelled to 
disagree with the legislative power, the sincere 
declaration, that any plan which shall promise a 
final and satisfactory disposition of the question, 
and be compatible with the Constitution and public 
faith, shall have my hearty concurrence. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

December 4th, 1833. 

The message being read, 

Mr. CLAY rose and animadverted with sever- 
ity upon the course pursued by the President in 
relation to the bill in question, and concluded by 
moving to lay the message on the table. 

Mr. KANE inquired whether the gentleman 
intended -by his motion to preclude any future 
action on the subject ? f z 

Mr. CLAY replied that he supposed the bill 
must be considered as defunct, and no further ac- 
tion could be had upon it. f 

Mr. BENTON desired to make a few remarks 
before the subject should be finally disposed of, 
and if the motion to lay it on the table prevailed 
he would move to resume the consideration of the 
subject in order to attain his object. 

The motion to lay the message on the table was 
then agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON moved to take up the message 
and make it the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. POINDEXTER vbjected to the motion, on 
theground that no further action whatever could 
be constitutionally had on the subject. The mes- 
sage, like some others from the same quarter, was 
a departure from the usual practice of the Govern- 
ment under similar circumstances, and was. ad- 
dressed to the public ear through this body, &c. 

Mr. BENTON then roge and replied to the re- 
marks made by Mr. Cray, and in vindication of 
the’course pursued by the Chief Magistrate. 

Mr. CLAY rejoined. . 

Mr. BENTON then withdrew the motion to re- 
sume the consideration of the message. j 

On motion of Mr. MOORE, 5,000 extra copies 
of the message were ordered to be printed., 

[The incidental debate above alluded to will be 
given in full hereafter.] 

Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would, on Tues- 
day next, ask leave to introduce a bill ** to appro- 
priate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands.”’ 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, move for leave to introduce a bill 
to repeal the act of last session entitled “ An act 
to amend the several acts providing for the collec- 
tion of duties on imports.” 

i Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
ion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to the Senate—Ist. A state- 
ment of the amount of public moneys in the Bank 
of the United States at the end of each month for 
each year from the establishment of the Bank to 
the present time; 2d. The average amount of the 
same for each year; 3d. The average of the same 
for the whole time. i 
i Mr. SPRAGUE submitted the following reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That the 34th rule of the Senate shall 
be so amended as to read and stand as it did prior 
to the 24th day of December, 1828. 


1823. 
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A message was received from the President of | 
the United S:ateg covering reports from thè Sec- 
retaries cf War and the Navy, made in pursuance 
of a resolution of the Senate, In relation to the regu- 
lation of the pay of the officers of the Army and 
Navy, &.; which was laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Senate, communi- | 
cating bis annual report of the disbursement of | 
the contingent fund of the Senate. Laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the following 
resolution, submitted by him yesterday, was taken 
up: f 
Resolved, That the proceedings of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Rhode Island, now upon the 
table of the Senate, showing the appointment of 
Elisha R. Potter as Senator to represent that State 
in the Senate of the United States, be referred to a 
select committee of five Senators, to inquire and 
report upon the claim of the said Elisha R. Potter 
to a seat in the Senate, now occupied by the Hon. 
Asner Roxas. 

Mr. CLAY moved to amend the resolution so 
as that the committee should be appointed by the 
Senate. 

“Some debate ensued, in which Messrs. CLAY, 
WRIGHT, and KING participated. Theamend- 
ment was then agreed to. 

After a few remarks by Messrs, POINDEX- 
TER and KNIGHT, the resolution was agreed 
to as amended. ; 

The Senate proceeded to ballot for a commit- 
tee, which resulted in the choice of Messrs. 
Poinpexter, Rives, Wricar, Sprague, and 
FRELINGHUYSEN 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 5, 1833. 


Mr. GRENNELL submitted a resolution that 
the House should, on Monday next, atoneo’clock, 
proceed to the election of Chaplain; which was 
agreed to. ý 


KENTUCKY ELECTION. 


_ Mr. HARDIN said he was induced, in order to 
gave the time of the House, and with a view to 
piace the sul.ject'in controversy in a more tangible 
shaje than it was likely from present appearances 
it would assume, to submit the following: 

` Resol.ed,. That the Committee of Elections, 
when appointed, inquire and report to this House 
who is the member elected from the fifth congres- 
sional district, in the State of Kentucky, and until 
the committee shall report as herein required, 

Resolved, That neither Thomas P, Moore nor 
Robert P. Letcher shall be qualified as the mem- 
ber from said district. 

Resolved further, That the Committee of Elec- 
tions be required to receive as evidence all the affi- 
davits and depositions which may have been here- | 
tofore or which may hereafter be taken by either 
of the parties, on due notice having been given to 
the adverse party, or his agent, and report the | 
same tothe House. ` 

Mr. II. said he: rose more for the purpose of | 
referring to the laws of Kentucky, by which he 
would contend this case must be governed, than 
with any intention to enter at large into the dis- 
cussion. He thought that nothing that had been 
previously said in the coarse of this debate, in re- 
lation to the cases of contested election, in either | 
of the Territories, or to those which occurred in 
New York, had any bearing on the present ques- 
tion, as it should be recollected that, by the laws 
of the several United States, they respectively 
made provisions as to the way in which their elec- | 


tions should be conducted, both as to time, place, : 
and manner. Here the honorable member recited | 
at large the provisions of the act regulating elec- | 
tions in the State of Kentucky, and contended that, 
as it appeared by the certificate presented by Mr. 
Moorg, that all the sheriffs did attend in pursuance 
of the mode prescribed by law on the fifteenth day 
after the election, for the purpose of comparing 
the votes in their respective district,and yet only 
three of them hud signed the certificate, their act 
was not in strict conformity to the laws of the i 
State. Tle was sure that things would be received | 
here as they are, on broad and-liberal principles. |! 


.known who was elected. 


! ties that Mr. Moore ts elected, and even these four 


| of those gentlemen who maintained such a doc- 


| of the paper, in order to do which they were to 


| Moore was elected under certain circumstances 


| BeaRDSLEY,} and whose high eminence in his 
| profession he would not dispute, that honorable į 


{| quired by law; and he had asked, in support of 


The question was, whether.a certificate of three 
sheriff, representing only part of the district, 
should enuiilea member to qualify here—the county 
of Lincoln, which polled fitteen hundred votes, not | 
having been taken into the computation.. There | 


thought ibere was none such, 


tak 2 if were then exercising their judicial fanctio 
| was one preliminary question to be settled first, |! it was, as’ he. thought; fairiy stated ‘before ‘i ; 
‘and that was, who had the certificate substantially |! debate, if a motion was' made in any cowt of 

in conformity with the laws of Kentucky? He-!! justice.to exclude it.as evidence of a fact, would 
He would suppose i| be excluded fróm-its contradictory characte 


a case. Suppose all the sheriffs had attended with |} 


their poll-books in hand, and it was previously. | 
One of the sheriffs ìs | 
the friend of the defeated man; he keeps his poll- | 
beok under his arm, and says, ‘‘ You shall not i 
count my votes, or learn the result on my. book;” | 
and the other sheriffs make out the certificate in | 
conformity with the resulton their books. Would : 
that be such a certificate as will be accepted here? ` 
He contended that this was not a paper certifying | 
that Mr. Moore was elected, but elected if you | 
do not count the votes in onecounty. It wasnot | 
a certificate that a man was elected upon counting | 
all the votes. It only certified that in four coun- | 


counties certified for by only three sheriffs. He | 
hoped, therefore, that neither gentleman would be | 
permitted to qualify until the subject had under- | 
gone the investigation of acommittee, who, having 
the poll-books before them, could only decide this 
case, and do substantial justice by. reference to jį 
them. By adopting this course, both the claim- | 
ants to the seat should wait the decision of the 
committee; they would both be placed alike, and 
thesubject would be thus dispassionately discussed 
and decided fairly upon its merits. : 

Mr. ARCHER expressed his surprise at the 
doctrine which was broached on this question, that 
in order to decide it, it should be decided solely 
upon the face of the paper which was presented 
by one of the parties. Did it not arise to the mind 


trine, that it was expressly provided for by the 
Constitution that this House was to be the sole | 
judge of the qualifications of its members? Tn his 
opinion the case now before them was very sim- 
ple. Jt was merely to decide upon the sufficiency | 


consider what made it a sufficient paper. He 
apprehended only two things: were necessary to 
establish this as making a good return; one was, 
that there was in itself sufficient matier, the other, 
that it was done by competent authority. As to 
the-first, it was clear, on the face of it, that Mr. 


that made it apparent it was not a fair return, 
How, then, could they excuse themselves to their 
constituents for making it a matter of debate for 
three days, to the prejudice of other business? 
The paper states that Mr. Moore was elected by 
a majority of the qualified votes of the fifth con- 
gressional district, the vote of Lincoln county not 
taken into calculation. This made it not only 
insufficient as to matter, but self-contradictory, 
and what would be styled, in legal phrase, an 
insensible return. Now, as to the act being done 
by competent authority, it appeared to have been 
a certificate signed by three sheriffs only, who 
certify for the majority in favor of Mr. Moore, ; 
and evidently for four counties. He would remark, | 
in answer to the argument on this point, put forth 

by an honorable member from New. York, [Mr. | 


members, in maintaining that the question was to | 
be setiled solely on the face of the certificate, had 

argued that, although the number of sheriffs certi- || 
fying was less than the whole, yet, the principle |! 
of law applied, that in public bodies the act of a 
majority was the act of the whole number re- 


this principle, if one of the sheriffs had died after 
theelection, and had not previously certified, would 
the election have been therefure destroyed? He, 
(Mr. A.,) however, would ask that honorable 
member to say, what.would be the effect in the 
case of trustees appointed to perform a certain 
trust? Would any one trustee be empowered to 
do the acts required to be done by two? Would || 
there be, on the decease of one of them, any righ 
devolving on the remaining trustee In consequence 
And would it not rather be necessary, In order t 
execute such trust, to go to a court of jastice and | 


have the power conferred in case of either death «. 
or-refusal on the part of the trustee?) Hecontended: | 
that the certificate-wanted ‘all: that was. necessaryte © 
make it- an: essential-return; :that..as 


it would: 
excl He. 
maintained that the House were bound to consider: > 
its imperfectness, and:asked, if it was stated that: 
upon-any return made by which'a member claimed: 
his seat, that such a-return wasia forgery,;would: 
there be any doubt:that they would: determine at 
once that it was, in consequence, imperfect; and: 
should not be acted upon? He would not:impute: : 
improper conduct in'this instance, but would-sup- 
pose the case of a deputy sheriff, who, in order to 
defeat an election, would withhold his poll-boolc’ 
altogether. - He appealed to the feelings whichhe 
knew pervaded honorable minds as to what would 
be their decision. 

Mr. HUBBARD argued, at some length,’ to: 
show that Mr. Moore’s certificate:proved that: he 
had been: elected a Representative from the: fifth 
congressional district of ‘Kentucky. “The statute 
of Kentucky required no: more than: the statutes of 
every State required.: The votes, in. every: State; 
were-returnable to. some tribunal which hadthe ` 
power. to pass judgment on ‘them.’ The returns 
read heré show. conclusively that the claimant. did: ’ 
receive the majority ofthe votes of his districts 
The provision of the ‘statute of Kentucky was 
fully complied. with. The: certificate states that 
the sherifis of the five counties composing the dis~ 
trict did assemble and: did proceed to discharge 
and execute the duty imposed upon them ‘by the 
provision of the act. The sheriifs certify—what? 
‘That Thomas P. Moore is duly elected a Repres 
sentative by a majority of the qualified votes ofthe 
district. We had no knowledge of the fact stated 
that the sheriff of Lincoln pocketed his poll-book. 
Tt does not appear on the face of the: return.. 
There might have been reasons for the omission 
to return the votes of the county of Lincoln. 

If the sheriffs formed a judicial tribunal for the 
purpose of canvassing the votes, a Jess ‘number. 
than the whole body could: act. He should: 
propose an amendment to the resolution, in: order. 
that the subject should go to the Committee vf 


| Elections in the usual course of proceeding: Not 


a single case had ever occurred in which ‘the 
House refused to qualify the member actually res 
turned. If we went into this. subject’ without ‘the © 
jatervention. of a ‘committee we should have :as 
much a8 would employ.us. for some. weeks; for; 
both parties would institute aà close sérutiniyinto. | 
the votes in every. county.: He was: very happy.’ 
that so much good feeling had been: manifested: in 
this discussion... ‘He. had. entered into it, not in 
reference to the controversy between the two-indi-+ 
viduals, but because he felt bound to oppose the 
innovation. attempted upon the usages of this 
House. He moved to strike out the whole of the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
and to insert the following: ; 
t Resolved, That the certificate presented ty 
Thomas P. Moore, of his election asa: Represent- 
ative from the fifth congressional district:in Kens. 
tucky, furnishes prima-fucie evidence of his having 
been duly elected, and that he is now entitled to 
be sworn accordingly”? i i : 
Mr. HUNTINGTON said. he should: vote 
against the amendment, simply because it did not 
contain the truth. He meant that the assertion: 


i which it contained, that the certificate in question 


was evidence of the election of the claimant, was 
nat supported by the facts. of the case. Is the cer- 


| tificate duly authenticated according tothe statutes 


of Kentucky? And, ifitis,is there no other de> 
fect in it?) The law of Kentucky requires that the 
sheriff of each county. in the district should attach | 
his signature to the certificate, - Language ‘could 
not be more precise nor fuli than that of the Jaw 
on this point. Tr was not necessary ‘to go into the 
examination of what, under other. circumstances, 
would constitute the act.of a body; but the gentler: 
man from New: York who spoke yesterday, would 
not surely hazard: his professional reputation. by 
maintaining that when thestatute, in expressterms, 
requires each member ofa body to act, the major- 
ity-could act for the whole. Suppose Congress: 
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should’refer a fact for examination to a committee, 
and require, by a rule, that the evidence of this 
fact should be the assent of each individual mem- 


ber-of the committee, would it be pretended that, | 


in this case, the act of a majority of the committee į 
would be taken in the room of the evidence re- 
uired? Fhe certificat® required by the law of 


Kentucky. is to be the result of the examination by jj 


the.sheriffs. Those who suppose that this certifi- 
cate complies with the statute of Kentucky, must 
. consider that the Legislature, in requiring the 
signature of all the sheriffs, in fact only meant to 
require the signature of a majority of them. He 
presented the following view as a test question: | 
Is the law of Kentucky requiring the signature of į 
all the sheriffs complied with by acertificate which | 
is signed by only three out of five of the sheriffs? | 
But suppose that a majority in the House determ- 
ines that five means the same thing as three, is | 
there. no other deficiency in it? He did not rely | 
on technicalities. The gentleman from New | 
Hampshire excluded the last clause of the certifi- 
cate as surplusage. In fact, the legal effect and 
common sense of the certificate is, that Thomas P. | 
Moore has the majority of all the votes which they, | 
the sheriffs, thought proper to count—or, what Is | 
the same thing, that Thomas P. Moore had all the 
votes which were not given to other candidates. 
‘Was this a certificate that Thomas P. Moore was |! 
elected by a majority of the votes of the district? | 
Is this legal evidence that Thomas P. Moore is 
elected? The sheriffs superadd to the declaration 
that. Thomas P. Moore is duly elected, that they 
did not count allthe votes. That instrument has 
neither authenticity nor substance, It is not le- 
gally authenticated, and if it was, it does not show | 
that Thomas P. Moore was duly elected. In re- 
gard to what had been said on the subject of pre- 
cedents, he contended that a case like this had 
never before occurred. Suppose a member from 
the District of Columbia should present himself | 
for qualification, would it be necessary to refer it | 
to a committee? Would not. the credentials be | 
called for? Suppose the claimant had brought a | 
sertificate signed by a constable, or by halfa dozen 
of his neighbors, would it be received as prima 
facie evidence of election? In thecases which had 
been referred to committees, and which the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Porr] relied on, the 
claimants presented duly authenticated certificates, 
If Mr. Moore had brought. a formal certificate | 
there would have been no difficulty in the case. | 
But he has brought a paper which is a mere nullity. 
The question to be settled on this occasion vitally 
affected the dearest interests of this country. You 
place the election of members to this House on a 
loose, indefinite, and unsafe foundation, if you 
depart from the express words of the laws which 
are made to guard the purity of elections. 

Mr. JONES said it appeared to him that the hon- 
orable gentleman from New York (Mr. Beanns- | 
uEy|had not taken the distinction between judicial 
aod ministerial offices. The sheriffs were bound | 
not to return an-opinion, buta fact. He contended 
that the law required the signatures of all the sher- || 
iffs. Some gentlemen had suggested that we had |! 
no evidence that any poll was held. in Lincoln 
county. This wasan error. At the close of the 
certificate the sheriffs say, almost in terms, that a 
poll was taken in Lincoln county, and it was not 
taken into the computation. The certificate was 
insufficient for the reason that it was not properly 
authenticated, and for the further reason that on 
sts face it does not declare that the claimant has a 
majority of all the votes. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he could not look be- 
hind the certificate, as the usage had been, in all | 
such cases as the present not to go behind them. 
Mr. Moore had presented his certificate here, and 
so had every gentleman his, or it had been sent 
here by the competent authorities. No objection 
had been taken to any except that presented by | 
Mr. Moore, although it was possible to make such, | 
and then the same question would have been pre- 
sented as in the case beforethem. He contended, ! 
then, that the whole matter came to the simple 
question, whether the certificate was a substantial | 
compliance with the laws of Kentucky? The ma- | 
terial fact in the case is; does the certificate say | 
that all the votes were returned onits face? Itdoes | 
not appear that any votes, if any were taken in i 
Lincoln county, were returned; and saying that | 


| against the measure? Why, that members of this 


the votes in that county were not taken into the 
calculation, is saying they were not returned. 

Mr. HARDIN said that he had just conversed 

with both the gentlemen, and they had agreed that | 
the whole subject should be referred to the Com- 
“mittee of Elections, and proposed to modify his 
first resolution. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed, if that was the un- 
derstanding he would withdraw his amendment. 

After some conversation between Mr. POLK 
(and. Mr. HARDIN, the resolutions were read, 
| when— 

Mr. STEWART suggested that further action 
on the subject ought to be suspended until the 
appointment of the committees was announced. 

Mr. CHILTON thought the resolution ought 
to be amended so that the papers prodaced before 
thecommittee should be subject to all legal excep- 
tions. 

Mr. ARCHER called for a division on the ques- 


tion. 

Mr. POLK said, if any difficulty was to arise 
from the arrangement he hoped the House would 
proceed upon it as it was originally presented. 
Notices had been given by the gentlemen of the 
| taking of depositions on both sides, and, in order 
| to prevent difficulty, and protract a decision of the 
question, it was now agreed, between the parties | 
interested, to read all the papers. | 

Mr. HARDIN assented to this understanding. | 

i 


Mr. ARCHER said that, although he had no | 
objection to any arrangement which the gentlemen | 
might make, yet he could not consent that the : 


might compromit the rights of the people of Ken- ; 
tucky. The rights of every elector in the district 
would be infringed upon; and if he stood alone, he £ 
would protest against the House buying terms 
from Mr. Moore, or any other gentleman, for set- 
tling this question. ans 

After some further debate between Messrs. 
ARCHER, POLK, HUBBARD, J. DAVIS, and 
BURGES— 

Mr. WATMOUGEL moved an adjournment; | 
which being negatived, 

The question was taken on the resolution of | 
Mr. Harpiy, as modified, and agreed to, without 
a division. | 

Mr. STEWART moved the consideration of 
the 9th, 56th, and 76th rules, excepted in the | 
adoption of the rules of the House. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY expressed a hope that 
| the subject would not be acted upon until after 
mature consideration. It is extremely difficult to j| 
obtain the presence of a majority of a committee | 
| even of seven. It often happened that the chair- ; 
man of a committee could not report because a 
majority of the committee could not be brought | 
together. The difficulty would be greatly in- | 
creased by increasing the number of members of 
each committee. The responsibility would be so 
much divided that the committee would not at- 
tend to their duties. A ; 

Mr. HUBBARD was persuaded, he said, that 
some of our important committees should consist 
of a greater number than seven. In some com- 
mittees every section of the country ought to be 
represented; and what was the argument urged 


House would not do their duty. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to amend the res- 
olution by adding, “and the absence of a major- 
ity of each committee shall be reported to the 
Honse;’’ which was agreed to, 

The 56th rule, as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. WILDE, it was ordered that 
when this House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, it was ordered that 
the standing committees be appointed. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the House then 
adjourned. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
DEPARTMENT or War, 
. November 29th, 1833. ? 
_ Sir: In submitting to you, agreeably to your 
instructions, a report of the operations and ad- 
| ministration of this Department for the past year 
‘it affords me pleasure to bear my testimony to the 


House should ratify anything between them which i| 


zeal and ability of the respective officers at the 
head of the various bureaus, and of those em- 
ployed to aid them in the performance of the 
important functions committed to this branch of 
the Executive Government. f 

A reference to the accompanying reports and 
documents will show the state of the Army, as 
well with relation to its numbers, and their posi- 
tion and condition, as to the progress of the various 
works intrusted to them, and the collection and 
preservation of the necessary materiel for offensive 
and defensive operations, which is indispensable 
to the safety of the country. The principle, which 
governed the reduction of the Army, from a war to 
a peace establishment, has been found by subse- 
quent experience to be salutary; and its practical 
operation has been to form a body of officers equal 
in all the requisites of military knowledge and effi- 
ciency to those of any other service which is known 
to us. The Army is organized, that, should an 
increase become necessary, in consequence of those 
conflicts of interest and opinion, to which all na- 
tions in their intercourse with one another have 
been exposed, and from which we have no right 
to expect perpetual exemption, any reasonable 
addition may be made to it without disturbing its 
arrangement; and the professional knowledge and 
experience embodied+in it will be immediately 


i| felt in the new corps, and will identify them with 


those previously in service. The military expe- 
rience of other countries, as well as of our own, 
has shown that the system of extension by which 
new and old troops are incorporated together, is 
much better calculated to produce discipline and 
subordination, and thus to meet the exigencies of 
a service which does not allow large bodies of 
troops to be kept up in time of peace, than the 


| organization of separate corps, composed of inex- 


perienced officers and men, with all their military 
knowledge to acquire, and all their military habits 
to form, And this is more particularly true of the 
staff department of an army, upon which its move- 
ment, its subsistence, and the economy of its ad- 
ministration must principally depend. The sys- 
tem established in dur service is equally creditable 
to the Army and satisfactory to the Government, 
and may be applied to any necessary extent with- 
out any diminution of that economy and efficiency 
which have heretofore marked its operation. 
Much advantage is anticipated from the opera~ 
tion of the act, passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, for improving the condition of the Army. 
Already its effects have been felt, as the subjoined 
documents will show, in the decrease of desertion, 
and in the increase of the business of recruiting. 
The addition to the pay of the rank and file, the 
reduction of the term of service, and the improved 
condition of the non-commissioned officers, prom- 
ise important meliorations inthe character of the 
Army. This prospect cannot but be interesting 


|| to the Government and the country. Although 


the numerical strength of the Army is compara- 
tively small, it is yet sufficient to excite public 
solicitudes and this must be increased by the con- 
sideration that the character of our military estab- 
lishment may hereafter essentially depend upon 
the measures now taken for its moral and intel- 
lectual advancement. Although it were idle, in 
the present state of the country, to apprehend any 
danger from the force which is employed, still the 
lessons of experience taught by the progress of 
events in other nations ought not to be neglected, 
nor the possibility overlooked that other circum- 
stances may lead to the increase of our military 
strength, and to the diminution of that wise jeal- 
ousy which is now one of our national character- 
istics. Moral habits in the soldiery constitute one 
of the best safeguards against the abuse of military 
power, and their inculcation has engaged the atten- 
tion of this Department during successive periods 
of its administration. Amongst other measures 
which have been adopted with this view, you have 
recently directed the discontinuance of all parades 
on Sunday, in order that that day may be exclu- 
sively devoted to the purposes of instruction and 
improvement. Certainly in time of peace no just 
reason can exist for converting a day of rest and 
devotion into a day of military parade. 

The act for the better defence of the frontiers by 
raising a regiment of dragoons, is in the process of 
execution, Aboutsix hundred men have been en- 
listed, and most of the officers appointed, and five 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpar, December 9, 1833. - 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented the cre- 
dentials of the Hon. WILLIAM C. PRESTON, 
elected a Senator from the State of South Caro- 
lina to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of the Hon. Stephen D. Miller. 

Also, the credentials of the Hon. SAMUEL 
McKEAN, elected a Senator from the State of 
Pennsylvania, in the place of the Hon. George: 
M. Dallas, whose term of service had expired. 

He also informed the Senate of the receipt of 
credentials of the Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER, 
reélected a Senator from the State of Massachu- 


setts. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the cre- 
dentials of the Hon. SAMUEL L.SOUTHARD, 
elected a Senator from New Jersey in the place 
of the Hon. Mahlon Dickerson, whose term of 
service had expired. 

Whereupon Messrs. WEBSTER, SOUTH- 
ARD, and PRESTON appeared, were qualified, 
and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the creden- 
tials of the election of the Hon. Mr. ROBBINS 
were referred to the special committee appointed 
on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- 
_ ceeded to the election of a Secretary; when it ap- 
peared that Warrer Lowrie was unanimously 
elected, he having received 39 votes. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a 
Sergeant-at-Arms; when it appeared that 


William Robinson had......-.-....5 votes. 

Mountjoy Bailey..... eres 

John Shackford.sssecsseesesresee 25 “ 

O. S. Halle. ccseccceseccecseneee Lf 

Edward Wyer..cecserseteceeee 2 ff 

W. Henry. ......seeeeeee- errs | 

Major Randolph.....-sseeeseeers L 

So it appeared that John Shackford, having re- 
ceived a majority of votes, was duly elected Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper. 

"The Senate then proceeded to the election of an 
Assistant Doorkeeper; when it appeared that Ste- 
phen Haight was elected on the sixth ballot. 

. The ballotings were as follows: 

Ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. 5th. 6th. 
Stephen Haight........6 12 15 19 20 20 
William Robinson.....8 2 14 16 16 17 
O. S. Hall... essere ed 
Watkins... cecreeceee 8 
James Young. seess.. 2 
W. H. Campbell.......2 
Edward Wyers.sessees.l 
Thomas Fillebrown, jr.:1 
Charles Curtis........-1 
Nevins. oes ee ecececseee 2 
John Taliaferro........2 
J. Comer. ccceceeeeeee fd 
T. Brown, jriceseceee 0 


Mr. CLAY moved the postponement of the 
choice of Chaplain; which, on motion of Mr. 
CHAMBERS, of Maryland, was appointed to 
take place to-morrow. 

Mr. BENTON proposed a resolution calling 
for information from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury relative to the amount of public moneys de- 
posited in the United States Bank. 

Mr. CLAY moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table; not that he had any objection to the 
resolution itself, but he wished that the country 
should have an opportunity of ascertaining the 
condition of other banks as well as that of the 
United States. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN, on leave given, presented a 
bill to repeal the act of last session, providing for 
the collection of duties on imports; which passed 
to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, pursuant to notice and on leave 
given, presented a bill granting to the State of 
Missouri a certain quantity of land for purposes 
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of internal improvement, &c.; which was read à 
first time and passed to a second reading: ; 

Also, a joint resolution relative to an alteration 
of the Constitution of the United States in rela- 
tion to the election of President and Vite Pres- 
ident of the United States; which, on motion of 
Mr. BIBB, was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a bill to graduate the prices of the public 
lands longest in the market; which was passed to 
a second reading. è 

Mr. MOORE, on leave given, presented a bill 
to establish a pension agency in North Alabama, 
which passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, introduce a bill to provide for compen- 
sating certain citizens of the United States for 
French spoliations upon their commerce. 

The Assistant Doorkeeper, Stephen Haight, 
here presented himself and was sworn into office. 

The resolution altering the 34th rule of the Sen- 
ate, in relation to the appointment of standing com- 
mittees, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. SPRAGUE was in favor of the proposed 
amendment of the rule. His object was to restore 
to the Senate the business of choosing its own 
committees. Power should never be unnecessa- 
rily delegated. He thought the appointment of 
committees was of the utmost importance; and 
should always be exercised by the Senate itself, 
unless great inconvenience should be found to re- 
sult from it. Committees might be denominated 
the eye of this body. Their information is sent 
forth to the world, and that had a material effect 
in the formation of public opinion. He was not 
presenting to the Senate, to adopt, anything of a 
novel nature, but to return to the usages of the 
body long since adopted. From the first Congress 
until the year 1823 the standing committees were 
elected by the Senate. In 1828 or ’29 the change 
was made, giving to the Vice President the power 
of appointment, and he thought it ought now to be 
resumed. . 

Mr. GRUNDY was opposed to any alteration 
of the rule, and was not prepared to vote for any, 
unless. there was strong probability that some 
benefit was to result from it. He admitted that 
there had been a great diversity of practice in that 
body on that subject. Originally the Senate had 
elected its own committees, but were induced to 
change the practice from the embarrassments 
which arose out of it. And he saw a grèat diffi- 
culty that would arise again. A plurality would 
elect a committee. Five votes might, and ten in 
many instances would, place particular members 
on important committees. He had seen but little 
inconvenience result from the rule as it at present 
stands; too little, indeed, to authorize a change 
now to be made. Some gentlemen had ability to 
discharge duties which others had not; and giving 
the power of appointment to one individual would | 
enable him to equalize and distribute the duties 
and labors of gentlemen better than would result | 
by leaving it to chance. He was glad to hear that 
this motion"was not predicated upon any objec- 


| tion to the present presiding officer, and until some 


better objections could be produced against the 
present rule, he should vote to support it. 

Mr. BIBB wished to understand what would 
be the rule of the Senate if this resolution was 
adopted. A majority would elect a chairman, 


and a plurality choose the other members of the! 


committees. He-would move an amendment to 
the proposition, that a majority should be neces- 
gary to a choice of each of the members of the 
committee. He had seen four or five elect a com- | 
mittee. This was no election by the ayes, but was | 
entirely the result of chance. He would, there- ; 
fore, move the amendment which he had sug- 
gested, which was adopted. 


| Mr. KING, of Alabama, was opposed to the |} 
| whole proposition. 


He thought it must be appa- | 
rent, that if it was adopted three fourths of the | 


time would be consumed in the election of standing | 


committees... ‘The: inconvenience of the ballo 
system had caused the Senate to run into the 
extreme, and give the whole. power of appoin 
ment to one individual, the Vice President.” T 


various qualifications. ase 
Mr. CHAMBERS made a few remarks in sups ` 
port of the proposed alteration, which were inaud- 
ible in the gallery, except that he was understood 
as maintaining the position that the political com-' - 
plexion of the committees ought to accord. with: 
that of the Senate.” oe 4 : 
Mr. WRIGH was unfavorable to an alteration 
of the rule for the present. He had not the:ad- ° 
vantage of experience, but he had reflected on the . 
subject; the committees require a duplicate of alk’ ” 
the members of the Senate, and, therefore, choice. 
and not chance ought to prevail in selecting th 
The former objection was, that the Vice President > 
not being selected by the Senate, nor accountable 
to them, should not appoint the committees,and it 
was transferred to the Presiding Officer, who. wag 
‘one of the body. The adoption of the rule in 1828" 
was considered as an intimation to the Vice Presis ` 
dent that he should relieve the Senate from the 
inconvenience. of electing committees, and give 
them an opportunity of appointing one of their 
own body to perform that duty. Ege 
{The honorable gentleman hove referred to the: 
Journals to show that the Vice President was.not 
in the habit of taking his seat in the Senate until 
a much later period in the session than the pres-. 


ent.] AR 

The honorable gentleman did not know why the. ` 
Vice President had absented himself, but he (Mr... 
W.] believed he had done so from respect to the: © 
Senate, and in compliance with the practice of the.” 
Senate and existing rules. E gente 

Mr. CLAY made some remarks in support of: 
the amended rule, which we are compelled to. 
o ue : 


mit. eee 
Mr. BIBB then moved to reconsider the vote 
adopting his amendment; which was agreed. to, 
and the amendment was then negatived. ee 

The question of adopting the resolution. (in ‘its: 
original shape) being about to be put, the Presiding 
Officer [Mr. Wuirz] asked to be excused from 
voting; which x 

Mr. POINDEXTER briefly objeċted to. . 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN said he felt seriously 
embarrassed by the present proposition, and as:he 
wished time to consider of it, he moved that the 
Senate adjourn; which was agreed to. z 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monnay, December 9, 1833. 


Messrs. WISE and PLUMMER appeared, 
were qualified, and took their seats. 

The several standing committees were an- 
nounced from the chair, as follows: 

Elections. —Messrs. Claiborne, Griffin, Haw- 
kins of North Carolina, Banks, VWanderpoel, 
Jones of Georgia, Peyton, Hamer, and Hannegan 

Ways and Means.—Messrs. Polk, Wilde, Cam- 
breleng, Gorham, McKim, Binney, Loyall, Me- 
Kinley, and Hubbard. 

Claims. —Messrs. Whitilesey of Ohio, Barber, 
Mcintire, Grennell, H. King, Gholson, Cramer, 
Forester, and Bynum. 

Commerce.—Messrs. Sutherland, Davis of Mas- 
sachuseus, Harper, Foot, McKay, Lawrence, : 
Pinckney, Heath, and Selden. 

Public Lands.— Messrs. Clay, Duncan, Boon, 
Mason, Clayton, Siade of Vermont, -Leavitt, 
Ashley, and Inge. 

Post Offices and Post Roads.—Messrs. Conner, 
Kavanagh, Pearce of Rhode Island, Thomas of 
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of that river, the sooner will they be relieved from 
the embarrassments of their present position, and 
placed in a situation where they may physically 
and morally improve, and.look forward to a-pros- 
perous and permanent destiny. All the. reports 
which reach the Department upon. this subject 
concur in the representation. that the emigrants 
already there are comfortable and contented; that 
the region assigned to them is fertile, salubrious, 
and as extensive.as they and their descendants for 
many generations can require. They are making 
improvements and erecting dwellings, and evi- 
dently laying the foundations of a social system 
which it is to be hoped will afford them security 
and prosperity. As a striking proof of their im- 
provement and of the quantity of provisions raised 
among them, it may be stated that one of the 
eontracts for furnishing provisions has been taken 
by a Choctaw, who is said to have a supply of 
his.own amply sufficient to enable him to meet his 
engagement. It is fortunate for the Indians them- 
` selves and for the great cause of humanity, that 
the efforts of the Government to persuade them 
peaceably and voluntarily to remove, are every 
year crowned with moreand moresuccess. Since 
the last annual report from this Department, the 
conditional arrangement made by the Seminoles 
for their emigration has been rendered absolute by 
a personal inspection of the country-proposed for 
their residence. They have examined and are 
satisfied with it, and if the treaty should be ratified 
by the Senate they will soon leave the Territory 
of Florida, An arrangement has also been made 
with the separate bands in that Territory by 
which. they kave agreed to emigrate, and thus 
provision has been made for the removal of the 
whole Indian population from Florida. 
. The treaty with the Chickasaws has terminated 
all difficulties with that tribe. It is understood 
that the exploring party provided for in that in- 
gtrument. are about to commence their journey 
with a view to select a residence west of the Mis- 
sissippi. If they succeed, they will remove within 
the period limited. If they do not, and choose 
to remain, they will become, with their own con- 
sent, citizens of Mississippi, and will occupy, as 
absolute owners the several tracts of land as- 
signed to them. 

The obligations assumed by the United States 
in the treaty with the Choctaws for the removal 
of those Indians have been fullfilled, From the 
reports which havebeen made to the Department, 
it appears that about fifteen thousand individuals 
of this tribe have been removed. A party, esti- 
mated to contain from fifteen hundred to three 
thousand persons, have changed their usual place 
of residence in Alabama, and have declined accom- 

anying the other Indians in their emigration. It 
is believed that this party is composed principally 
of the worst portion of the tribe, and that they 
intend to.hang upon the white settlements in order 
to.indulge the vicious habits they have acquired. 
As the Government has scrupulously fulfilled its 
engagements with these people, which terminate 
with this year, and as every exertion has been 
made by the proper agents to. induce them to re- 
move, nothing remains but to leave them to the 
results of their own experience. It cannot be long 
before they will see. the necessity of rejoining the 
great body of the tribe. 

Satisfied as you have. been that the very exist- 
ence of the Creeks in Alabama required their-es- 
tablishment in the country west of the Mississippi, 
where so many of their tribe already reside, you 
have not hesitated to embrace every opportunity 
which offered of accomplishing this object. In- 
structions have been three times given to ascer- 
tain their views, and to endeavor to persuade them 
to acquiesce in this course. The two first attempts 
proved unsuccessful. The result of the last is 
unknown. Independent. of the general reasons 
arising out of our Indian relations which operated 
to induce.these efforts, the peculiar-state of things 
among these Indians, and a strong desire to remove 
the difficulties connected with them, had much 
influence in directing the negotiations. 

The Sacs and Foxes have quietly removed. to 
the region assigned to them, and the Winnebagoes 
have left the country upon Rock river, agreeably 
to the stipulations of the treaty with them, and re- 
tired across the Mississippi to their lands north 
of the Ouisconsin. 


| mode of life. 


Treaties have been formed with the Pottawato- 
mies, Chippewas, and Ottowas, claiming the dis- 
trict-on the west side of Lake Michigan, south of 
Greén Bay and north of Chicago, for its cession 
to. the United States, and with the Pottawatomies 
of the peninsula of Michigan for the relinquish- 
ment of their reservation south of Grand river. 

With the exception, therefore, of the Miamies 
in the State of Indiana, of a band of Wyandots 
at Upper Sandusky in Ohio, and of scattered por- 
tions of the Ottowas and Chippewas in the penin- 


sula of Michigan, north of Grand river, and of |! 


Saganaw Bay, probably not exceeding altogether 
five thousand individuals, the whole country north 
of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi, inclading 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and the 
Territory of Michigan as far as the Fox and Ouis- 
consin rivers, has been cleared of the embarrass- 
ments of Indian relations, and the Indians them- 
selves have either already emigrated or have stip- 
ulated to do so within limited periods, and upor 
such terms as will ensure them adequate subsist- 
ence and the means of establishing themselves 
comfortably in their new residence, unless,-indeed, 
the aid and efforts of the Government are rendered 
useless by their habitual indolence and improvi- 
dence. TheCherokees, occupying portions of land 
in Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, and Ten- 
nessee, and probably not exceeding eleven thou- 
sand persons, are the only Indians south of the 
Ohio and east of the Mississippi with whom an 
arrangement has not been made, eitherfor emigra- 
tion or for a change of political relations. It is to 
be regretted that the same causes which have here- 
tofore prevented an adjustment of the difficulties 
of that tribe and their removal west yet continue 
to defeat the efforts of the Government. These 
causes are no doubt principally to be traced to the 
ascendency of particular individuals, and to their 
desire to retain political influenceand power. Itis 
expected that about five hundred of these Indians 
will remove west this season, and the residue of 
the Cherokees then remaining east of the Missis- 
sippi will be, agreeably to previous computations, 
about ten thousand five hundred. 

The commissioners west of the Mississippi are 
engaged in the execution of the duties connected 
with our Indian relations in that quarter. They 
have succeeded in arranging satisfactorily the dis- 
puted question of boundaries between the Creeks 
and Cherokees, which has for some time occasioned 
much embarrassment. They have also formed 
treaties with the Creeks, the Cherokees, the Sene- 
cas, and Shawnees, the Quapaws, and the Semi- 
noles of Florida, by which all matters connected 
with these tribes have been satisfactorily adjusted. 
Their labors will be now directed te the other 
subjects indicated in their instructions, and which 
are important to a permanent arrangement of the 
various questions arising out of the new state of 
things which will be created in that region. Among 
these one of the most interesting is a practical 
plan for regulating the intercourse of the various 
tribes, indigenous and emigrant, with one another, 
and with the United States, and for the establish- 
ment of some general principles by which their 
own internal government can be safely adminis- 
tered by themselves, and a general superintending 
authority exercised by the United States, so far 
as may be necessary to restrain hostilities among 
them and incursions into our borders. Until 
such a system is adopted, it is evident that the con? 
dition of those Indians cannot be secure, nor will 
the obligation imposed upon the Government be 
fulfilled. The task requires an intimate knowledge 
of the local circumstances of the tribes of that re- 
gion and of the country they inhabit, and a prac- 
tical acquaintance with Indian habits, feelings, and 
I trust the commissioners will be 
able to report a plan which will fulfill the expecta- 
tion of those who have observed with solicitude 
the course of this matter, and which will eventu- 
ally secure the prosperity of the Indians. As it 
is probable, however, that this cannot be effected 
within the time limited for the duties of the com- 
missioners, | would respectfully suggest the pro- 
priety of their term of service being prolonged 
until the close of the next year. | 

There have been presented for allowance under 
the pension act of June 6, 1832, thirty thousand 
six hundred claims. The whole of these have 
been examined, and either admitted, rejected, or 


| returned to the parties for supplementary action. 
| Twenty-three thousand four hundred and thirty- 
| eight certificates have been issued: eleven hundred 
| and eleven claims have been rejected; three hun- 
i dred returned cases are in the office awaiting or 
| undergoing reéxamination; thirteen hundred and 
| fifty-one, which are incomplete in their proofs, are 
: suspended until these are furnished; and four thou- 
sand four hundred and twenty- five are in the hands 
of the parties for additional evidence or authenti- 
cation, or in transitu between them and the office, 

It is creditable to the industry and efficiency of 
the Pension Office that such a mass of business 
| should have been performed within the period 
which has elapsed since the passage of the above 
law. I-have the honor to be, very respectfully, 


sir, your obedient servant,.. © 
. LEW: CASS. 


To rue Present or THE Uniren Srares, 


Notwithstanding it is positively asserted 
in the Prospectus for this paper that no 
subscription will be received unless payment 
is made in advance, many persons have 
requested it to be sent to them without 
making the advance. We cannot comply 
with such requests. The price is fixed 
so low that we would lose money on the 
publication if we were to open accounts 
for it, even should every one be finally set- 
tled. 

Postmasters who have received such 
sums as cannot be remitted by mail, will 
please refund it to the subscribers. 

We will print a sufficient number of 
copies to supply all who have subscribed, 
whenever they comply with the terms.. 


Prom the Pennsylvania Reporter. 
CLERK TO CONGRESS. 

Our readers will perceive by the Con- 
gressional news copied from the Wash- 
ington Globe of yesterday, that Col. Walter 
S. Franklin, of this place, has been elected 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 
by the friends of the Administration in 
that body. This intelligence will be truly 
gratifying to the numerous friends of Col. 
Franklin in Pennsylvania, and will meet 
the hearty approval of the Democratic party 
at large, who, in this instance, see an hon- 
orable and patriotic member placed in an 
enlarged sphere of usefulness, both as re- 
gards the public interest and his own 
private welfare. We have long been ac- 
quainted with Col. Franklin, and feel a 
most perfect assurance in the belief that 
he will hold the esteem of the august body 
in which he now occupies so responsible 
a Station, while official fitness, sound prin-. 
ciples, and liberal manners are held in 
deserved veneration by its members. 


WALTER S. FRANKL'N, Esa. 

This gentleman has for a number of 
years officiated as Clerk to the State Senate, 
and is now announced by the Washington 
Globe as a candidate for the clerkship in 
the House of Representatives. - 

As an individual, qualified by long ex- 
perience, talent, a high sense of moral and 
political integrity, we doubt. whether bis 
; superior can be found. Col. Franklin has 
| always been a staunch and thorough-going 
Democrat, and zealously devoted to the 
National Administration We hope he, 
| may be elected.— Upland (Penn.) Union. 
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tary in relation to the removal of the public de- 
posites be taken up and considered. 

Mr. C. said that the charter of the Bank of the 
United States provided for the deposite of the pub- 
lic moneysin that bank and its branches. Ít also 
vests in the Secretary of the Treasury the power 
of removing them to other places of deposite when 
he.may think proper, but it Also requires him to 


give his reasons for so doing to the next Congress. | 


"Lhe removal of the deposites had taken place, and 


the Secretary had told us it was by hia order, and | 


he submitted his reasons for doing so. When the 
charter of the bank authorized a removal of the 
public moneys from ics vaults, it intended and 
expected that when the act was done some suffi- 
cient reasons should be given for it, and that Con- 
gress should look at them, and examine into their 
sufficiency. Those reasons are now before us, 
and we are to decide whether the measure was a 
proper one, ageording to the Constitution and laws 
of the country; and if there was. one ‘question 
of public consideration of more importance than 
another, it was that which related to the custody 
of the public treasure. Now was the time to in- 


quire into the condition of the Treasury. The | 


present Vice President had once said that we ought 
to inquire where the lost rights of the States were. 
Now he (Mr. C.) wanted to inquire where the 
‘Treasury of the United States was. He conceived 
it to be his duty as a Senator here to bring this 
question up. And as we were to judge whether 
the Secretary of the Treasury had acted wisely in 
this matter, we ought to judge of his reasons be- 
fore the whole Senate, and not refer it to a com- 
mittee. In order to do this, he hoped a day not 
far distant would be appointed for its considera- 
tion. He would therefore propose that the report 
of the Secretary be made the order for Monday 
next. ` 

Mr. BENTON said that the Secretary of the 


Treasury had announced distinctly his reasons for |i q 


the removal to be on account of the misconduct of 
the Bank of the United States. He has charged 
the bank distinctly with interfering with the purity 
of elections, with corrupting and subsidizing the 
press, with dishonoring its own paper and that of 
its branches. Here were charges of great crimi- 
nality on the part of the bank, and the question 
was whether we ought to go into a trial of the case 
here or refer it to some committee in the Senate. 
The House of Representatives, he contended, was 
the proper body before which the subject ought 
to be investigated, although he confessed the Sen- 
ate could entertain it. He wanted to examine 
these charges against the bank, and therefore he 
thought the report ought to be referred to a com- 
mittee. 
The postponement was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 
which was read and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether a paper 
under date the day of September, 1833, pur- 
porting to have been read by him to the heads of 
the several Departments, relating to the deposites 
of the public money in the Treasury of the United 

tates, and alleged to have been published by his 
authority, be genuine or not; aud if it be genuine, 
that he be also requested to lay a copy of said 
paper before the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER, on leave given, presented a 
bill to provide satisfaction for the claims of citi- 
zens of the United States for French spoliations; 
which passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WILKINS, on leave given, presented a 
bill for the relief of A. G. Ralston and Girard 
Ralston; which passed to a second reading. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; 
which was read and laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs |; į 


be instructed to inqnire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 


appoint an agent to receive evidence of losses sus- |; 


tained by the inhabitants of the now State of Ala- 
bama by a hostile eruption of a party of Creek 
Indians in the year 1814, by which Fort Mims 
was taken, and those who had fled there for pro- 
tection massacred. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a 
Chaplain, which resulted in the choice of the Rev. 


Mr. Harca, on the 6th ballot. The ballotings | 


were as follows: 


Ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. 5th. 6th. 

Mr. Post.....13 14 16 15 14 il 
Mr. Pise.....10 6 i Ly ok i 

| Mr. Smith....8. 11 11 1L -8 6 
| Mr. Hatch....6 10 12 12 17 23 
Mr. Orr... l 0 90 0 o0 0 


_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
directed to communicate to the Senate any inform- 
ation in his power or possession to show that the 
Bank of the United States or its branches, at any 
time heretofore, have refused or delayed to receive 
the notes of any of the branches in payment or | 
i deposite. 
i The Senate then proceeded to the order of 
i the day, and resumed the consideration of Mr. 
| Seracue’s resolution to alter the mode of electing 
| their standing committees by the Senate, instead 
| of being, as formerly, appointed by the President 
| pro tem. 


request which he had previously made, to be ex- 
cused from voting. 

Mr. CLAY, believing that the President was 
impelled to make this request from a sense of deli- 
cacy, and disposed to feel the highest respect for 
him ‘and his motives, he presumed the Senate 
would not hesitate to agree to it, and he submit- 
ted a motion to that effect. 

Mr. GRUNDY could not, from a sense of duty, | 
consent to this motion, and trusted that on further 
reflection the President himself would withdraw 
iit. He (Mr. G.) was opposed to it, because he j| 
| thought the right of voting belonged to the office, | 
‘ and ought to be exercised by the occupant of the 
chair until the rule itself was altered. The re- 
uest, he knew, had proceeded from a nice sense 
i of honor on the subject at issue, and he would have 
been happy if he could, consistent with his sense 
of duty, comply with it. If he had asked to be 
excused, he saw little if any difference in the re- 
| spective situations of himself and the President if 
he was excused. In that case, if he (Mr. G.) į 
voted for the motion, he voted to give himself that 
increase of power which he voted to take away 
from the President, the only difference being that 
the President might have it in his power to vote to 
retain a greater portion than hecould have. There 
was another consideration which to him appeared 
of some force: the chair was occupied only tem- 
porarily; circumstances might arise by the follow- 
ing day by which the Vice President appointed by | 
the Constitution to occupy the chair might arrive; $j 
and in the meantime, by now declining to vote, 
or the Senate by agreeing to excuse, a radical 
| change in the rule of their proceeding, and having 
animportant influence, might thereby be produced, 
| which he thought it desirable to avoid. For these | 
reasons he regretted that he could not comply with || 
the wishes of the President. : 
| Mr. CLAY, in explanation, said that he was | 
influenced, in acceding to the wishes of the Presi- ; 
dent to be excused, simply from the consideration | 
that it appeared that he continued to feel, after due ! 
reflection upon the subject—after the intervention 
i of a night since the request was first made—the 
| same delicacy as to voting on this question. He 
| could not see any force in the grounds upon which 
i the motion was to be opposed. He denied that 

the honorable Senator and the President were in 

the same situation as to the relative power to be | 
| acquired by them under the circumstances, the || 
i relative power of the honorable Senator being only |; 
| in the proportion of forty-one to one, whilst on |: 
| 
| 
i 
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| 
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i 
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| the other side it was a question whether the power 
would devolvealtogether upon one man. He was 
d to applaud the motives by which | 


i always dispose 
t appeared the 


honorable President was actuated. |: 
He, it appeared, was not disposed to retain power | 
i in the present instance. With respect to the sug- | 

gestion that the Vice President should arrive on |! 
the morrow, he would say he regretted his ab- 
sence; for if he had been here, as he ought to have | 
been, at the post assigned him by the Constitution, |, 
the Senate would have been saved the necessity of | 
the present motion, as it would then follow, as i| 
that the former practice of elect- ‘| 
uld of right devolve '' 


| 
| 
i 
| 


il ing committees by ballot wo 


Mr. WHITE (President pro tem.) renewed the || 


i 


upon them: He repeated, that he waa only influ 
enced by motives of delicacy and respect towards 
the high-minded gentleman who occupied the chair 
in submitting the’ motion: in accordance with his 
wishes, and he would willingly withdraw it,; bu’ 
could not do so until-he had an intimation to thai 
effect from him: * eR BT ee 

Mr. GRUNDY said, when the Vice- P i 
would arrive here he was. not “informed: He 


would say, however, what he: knew on the sub=: $ 


ject, and that was, that for the: last three or four 
sessions the Vice President ‘never had “arrived in 
the Senate until the Presiding Officer ‘had ‘ap+ 
pointed the committees. He did not‘argue:upon 


the propriety or impropriety of ‘his absence, but i i 
he would say that his predecessors had acted in the- 


same way. It might be wrong; but if that gen- 
tleman had acted in conformity to. practice and 
usages of his predecessors, which: had. not. been 
objected to, why ought it now to be. complained 
of? As to avoiding or ‘assuming responsibility, 
he viewed that matter in this way: when'it was 
the duty of an officer to act, let him act. He ob- 
jected to the Presiding Officer being excused from 


voting on this question, because he could noticon- -< : 


sent that the State of Tennessee should ‘have büt 
one voice in determining it. Pe ERIE bo 
Mr. CALHOUN said that, agallusions had been 


made to himself, he felt compelled to make a:re- 
mark, although he had intended not to'have taken: ... 


part in the discussion.» He never knew that there 


was an understanding that the Vice President ° 
should absent himself to enable the Presiding Offi-. < i 


cer to appoint the committees. He trusted that 
no gentleman would charge him with having ab- 


‘sented himself at the commencement of the ses- - 


sion to avoid the responsibility of appointing the 
committees. His absence had been solely caused 
by domestic affliction, or some other unavoidable. 
cause. He never had absented himself on. that 
account. He concurred with the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Powwpexrer] that appointments 
should be made by the Senate itself. So 
Mr. WHITE, the Presiding Officer, begged leave 
of the Senate to make a few remarks. | (Leave was 
granted.) Mr. W..then said that he felt very del- 
icately situated on this subject. If he voted against 
the proposition, it might be supposed he acted on >; 
the principle that power is never so well exercised | 


as when itisin our own hands. If he voted tò: 
take the power away from the Presiding Officer, he | 


might be charged with having been governed by 
the principle that he dreaded the responsibility. : 
There was no duty more unpleasant than the ap- 
péintment of the standing committees, ‘and, he 
thought no one had so performed that duty a& to 


give entire satisfaction ta every member pf the. 
' Senate, and it was difficult, if not impossible, for 
| any gentleman to perform it with satisfaction to 
| himself. 
| excuse him it would give him pleasure; but if he. 


If it was the ‘pleasure of the Senate to 


were compelled to vote, he should do go to the best 
of his judgment, and according to the dictates of 
his‘own conscience. . 

On the question excusing Mr. Wuite from 
voting, Mr. GRUNDY called for a division, when 
there were, yeas 21, nays 19. 

Mr. FORSYTH said that the manner in which 
the committees were constituted was a matter of 
perfect indifference to him. But, from the manner 
in which the conduct of a distinguished gentleman, 
(the Vice President,) then absent, had been treat- 
ed, he felt bound to make a few remarks in his 
defence. He had always understood that the rule 
was an invitation to the Vice President to absent 
himself so asto give the Senate an opportunity of - 
appointing its committees by one of its own mem- 
bers. As to the absence of the Vice President, he 


| knew that that gentleman remained away from 


respect to the rule, from respect to himself, and 
from respect to the members of the Senate. He 
knew well, from the known character of the gen- 
tleman whose conduct is here impeached, as well 
as from his past history, that he never shrunk 
from any duty which the station to which he had 


i: been called imposed upon him. Committees were 


appointed to collect facts and to state them fairly; 
they were not to be understood as expressing the 
voice of the Senate. We speak by our laws and 
resolutions. God forbid that we should speak by 
our committees, which very frequently report and 
say very strange things. ‘The object of commit- 
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Louisiana, Briges, Murphy, Lane, Lytle, and 


‘Laporte. 


District of Columbia.—Messrs. Chinn, W. B. 
Shepard, MelCennion, Stoddert, Allen of Virginia, 
Dennis, Hiester, Fillmore, and Taylor. 

Judiciary.—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Els- 
worth, Foster, Gordon, Beardsley, Thomas. of 
Maryland, Hardin, Parks, and Pierce of New 
Hampshire. 

Revolutionary —Claims.—Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crane, Bates ot Massachusetts, Standifer, Bouldin, 
Marshall, Young, Baylies, and Turrill. 

Public Expendiiures.—Messrs. Davenport, Lyon, 
Paige, Clarke of Pennsylvania, Tweedy, Gillet, 
Hall of Vermont, McLiene, and Kinnard. 

Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Johnson of Ten- 
nessee, Mardis, Carr, Galbraith, Mann of New 
York, Cage, Felder, Casey, and Bull. ; 

Manufactures.—=Messrs. Adams of Massachu- 
setts, Huntington of Connecticut, Denny, Davis 
of South: Carolina, Corwin, Dickerson, Martin- 
dale, McComas, and Osgood. 

Agriculture—Messrs. Bockee, Taylor of Vir- 
ginia, Hathaway, Barnitz, Bean, Dunlop, Clow- 
ney, Turner, and Davis of Kentucky. . 

Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Lewis, Gilmer, Mce- 
Carty, Everett of Vermont, Graham, Allen of 
Ohio, Dickinson of Tennessee, Howell, and Love. 

Military Affairs.—Messrs. Johnson of Kentucky, 
Vance, Speight, Ward, Blair of South Carolina, 
Thompson of Ohio, Burd, Coffee, and Bunch. 

Naval Affairs.—-Messrs. White of New York, 
Williams, Watmough, Patton, Lansing, Reed, 
Grayson, Parker, and Smith. 

Foreign Affairs,—Messrs.. Archer, Everett of 
Massachuseus, Wayne, McDuffie, Hall of North 
Carolina, Coulter, Jarvis, Pierson, and Carmi- 
chael.. : 

Territories.— Messrs. Williams, Allan of Ken- 
tucky, Potts, Johnson of New York, Anthony, 
Wilson of Virginia, Jones of Ohio, Ewing, and 
Gamble. 

Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Wardwell, 
Barringer, ‘ompkins, Moore of Virginia, Lea, 
Deming, W. K. Fuller, Fowler, and Bell of Ohio. 

invalid Pensions —Messrs. Burges, Evans, 
Beale, Schley, Adams of New York, Schenck, 
Chilton, Chaney, and Mitchell of Ohio. 
` Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Mercer, Blair of 
Tennessee, Vinton, Stewart, Rencher, Johnson 
‘of Maryland, Lucas, Pope, and Slade of Illinois. 

Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Messrs, Dick- 
son, Harrison of Pennsylvania, McVean, Shinn, 
and. Beatty. 
| Accounts.—Messrs. Mann of Pennsylvania, Lee 
of New Jersey, Mitchell of New York, Crockett, 
and Miller. 

Expenditures in the Department of State.—A. H, 
Shepperd, Day, Beaumont, Bodle, and Patterson. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Treasury.— 
Messrs. Allen of Vermont, P. C. Fuller, Harper 
of Pennsylvania, Spangler, and Clark of N. Y. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Navy.— 
Messrs. Hall of Maine, Huntington of New York, 
Ramsey, Sloane; and Van Houten. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Post Office.— 
Messrs. Hawes, Fulton, Wagner, and Lee.of 
New Jersey. f 

Expendituresin the Department of War.—Messrs. 
Whittlesey of New York, Deberry, Chambers, 
Webster of Ohio, and Halsey. 

Expenditures on the Public Buildings.—Messrs. 
Whallon, Dartington, Brown, Henderson, and 
Hoard. ? 

The SPEAKER announced that on Wednesday 
next the several States would be called in their 
order for the presentation of petitions. 

Mr. PATTON submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the following shall be established 
as the 9:h rule of this Houses 

‘In all cases the Speaker shall vote, and if the 
House be equally divided the question shall be 
lost.?? 

Mr. PATTON said that the object which he had 
in view was not in the slightest degree to change 
the effect of the vote that might be given by the 
Speaker for the time being, nor to increase any of 
his powers; but it was to restore to his constitu- 
ents, and to himself, those high and valuable privi- 
leges of which, by the present rule, he considered 
he was unjustly deprived, and which pertained to 
every Representative sent to the House. The 


honorable member argued at some length in. sup- 
port of his resolution, from the rules, practices, 


and usage of the House of Commons in England, 


some of which he cited, and contended, at some 
length, that they were not applicable to the institu- 
tions of this country. Where the Speaker, having 
to be approved of by the King, is not chosen sim- 
ply by the Representatives of the people, there 
might exist a reason for the present rule which 
did not exist here.. The practice of the Senate was 
in strict accordance with the rule he proposed for 
their adoption; as in all cases the President pro 
tempore, chosen by that body in the absence of the 
President provided by the Constitution, exercised 
the power of voting. Such was also the practice 
in the great majority of the Houses of Assembly 
in the various States of the Union, although dif- 
fering in some slight degree as to the time when 
the right should be exercised. He hoped, there- 
fore, that his motion would be sustained by the 
House, and thus they would restore to the person- 
age himself those rights, in the exercise of which 
he would then be in the same respect as other 
Representatives, subject to the control of that 
which now constituted the great moral lever which 
governs the world—public opinion. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said that the rule pro- 
posed to be modified had been in operation ever 
since the year 1789. Coming from a State where 
every member of the legislative body votes viva 
voce, he thought the present rule ought to be abol- 
ished. There was nothing in favor of the present 
rule but ancientusage. The Speaker’s vote should, 
in his opinion, be recorded, with that of other 
members, in order that his constituents may see 
it, and the nation at large be able to judge by his 
vote whether he is worthy of the chair or not. 
Here, in the great national council, every vote 
ought to be given viva voce, and at a proper time 
he should make a motion for the change of the 
rules to chat end. -We should then have no dis- 
pute about the counting of ballots. 

Mr. WAYNE was unable, by indisposition, 
he said, to enter fully into the subject at this time. 
The gentleman from Virginia talks of giving the 
Speaker the right to vote, as if he had not that 
right at present. But the fact is, that the present 
rule gives him additional power and privileges as 
amember. In his own opinion the rule ought to 
continue to stand as it now stood; but, as he was 
unable to go fully into the question at present, he 
would move the postponement of the further con- 
sideration of the motion till Monday next, 

Agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing messages; which were appropriately re- 
ferred: . 

Wasnincron, December 6, 1833. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith to the House of Represent- 
ativesa communication from the War Department, 
showing the circumstances under which the sum of 
$5,000, appropriated for subsistence of the Army, 
was transferred to the service of the medical and 
hospital departments, and which, by the law au- 
thorizing the transfer, are required to be laid before 
Congress during the first of their session. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


WASHINGTON, December 6, 1833. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith, for the information of the 
House, the report of the survey made in pursu- 
ance of the fourth section of the act of Congress 
of the 4th July, 1832, authorizing “ the survey of 
canal routes in the Territory of Florida.” 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN, 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the House 
proceeded to the election of a Chaplain. 

Mr. WARD nominated the Rev. Thomas H. 
Stockton. 

Mr. CLAY nominated the Rev. J. A. Copp. 

Mr. WHITE nominated the Rev. Wm. Ham- 
mett. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH nominated the Rev. R. 
R. Gurley. 

Mr. EVANS nominated the Rev. Mr, Palfrey. 

‘The several members proposing the respective 
candidates were appointed tellers. 

On ‘the first ballot 210 members voted—106 


being necessary to achoice. There were for the— | 


Rev. Mr. Stockton. ....+ee.eec005 e104 
Rev. J. A. Copp...ccecsecececevee 33 
Rev. Wm. Hammett........-..... 50 


Rev. R. R. Gurley... ses sseeeee ree 6 
Rev. Mr. Palfrey. .s.seseseaseossses 9 
Rev. Mr. Smith.............0.06-- 1 
Blankics:taevssnsaahiosss eben ee, 6 
Scattering ..........e see sarkas d 


None of the candidates having the requisite num- 
ber, a second ballot took place; when 194 members 
voted—98 necessary to a choice. For the— 

Rev. Mr. Stockton.. eae ee 143 
Rev. Mr. Copp...... seoceesereseee 10 
Rev. Mr. Hammett..........-00005 34 
Rev. Mr. Gurley. ..scececsercevee 
Rev. Mr. Palfrey...scecsearereeese 2 
Rev. Mr. Smith.c..cccssecccreceee 6 

o Blanks:2e easar araa asearen O 

Whereupon the Rev. Mr. Stockton was declared 
duly elected. 

After which, on motion of Mr. STEWART, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuxspay, December 10, 1833. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of the city. of Cincinnati, praying Congress to 
purchase all private interests in the Louisville and 
Portland canal; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
` Mr. CLAY, on leave given, introduced a bill to 
appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands. 

_ Mr. CLAY said that the bill contained no mate- 
rial alteration from that of last session; and, on 
his motion, the bill was read the first time by its 
title. 

Mr. CLAY moved to take up for consideration 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Bexron in rela- 
tion to the amount of moneys deposited in the 
Bank of the United States; which was agreed to. 
When pee 

Mr. CLAY offered the following amendment, 
as an additional resolution; which was read and 
agreed to: 

And resolved, also, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be directed to report to the Senate the 
names ofall banks, and where they are respectively 
situated, which have been selected by him, in place 
of the Bank of the United States, as depositories 
of the public money; the amount of the capital of 
the said banks respectively, distinguishing between 
what has been actually paid in by the stockhold- 
ers and what has not been paid; the amount of 
public money in each of the said banks on the first 
of October, the first of November, and the first of 
December, 1833, distinguishing between the sums 
standing to the individual credit of the United States 
and those standing to the credit of any public offi- 
cer, or other distinguished agent of the Govern-- 
ment; theamount of debts due from each of the said 
banks on each of the days aforesaid; the amount 
of notes in circulation, and the amount of specie in 
their vaults respectively; the names of the stock- 
holders in each of the said banks on the first day 
of September and the first day of October last, dis- 
tinguishing between foreigners and citizens of the 
United States; the mode in which transfers of the 
public money were made from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States to the said banks respectively, whether 
by warrants or otherwise; if by warrants, whether 
they were issued in pursuance of appropriations 
previously made by law; and whether any such 
transfers were requested by the said banks,or either 
of them, or made by the Treasury, to sustain the 
credit of the said bank, or any of them; and a copy 
of all the correspondence between the Department 
of the Treasury and the said banks, or either of 
them, relating to the said transfers, or eitherofthem; 
at what periods the several charters of the banks 
so designated as depositories of the public money 
expire, copies of the said charters; and whether the 
Secretary of the Treasury has been able to obtain 
at all the ports of the United States at which banks 
are established the consent of banks to receive in 
deposite the public money upon such conditions as 


oom eree 


| he approved, and if not, at what ports has be been 


unable to obtain such consent. 

Mr. FORSYTH, on leave given, presented a bill 
to provide for the fulfilment of the compact of 1802 
between the United States and Georgia ` 

Mr, CLAY moved that the report of the Secre- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tary in -relation to the removal of the public de- 
posites be taken up and considered. 

Mr. C. said that the charter of the Bank of the 
United States provided for the deposite of the pub- 
lic moneys in that bank and its branches. It also 
vests in the Secretary of the Treasury the power 
of removing them to other places of deposite when 
he may think proper, but it &lso requires him to 
give his reasons for so doing to the next Congress. 
The removal of the deposites had taken place, and 
the Secretary had told us it was by his ordér, and 
he submitted his reasons for doing so. When the || 
charter of the bank authorized a removal of the |! 
public moneys from iis vaults, it intended and 
expected that when the act was done some suffi- 
cient reasons should be given for it, and that Con- 
gress should look at them, and examine into their 
sufficiency. Those reasons are now before us, |} 
and we are to decide whether the measure was a || 
proper one, ageording to the Constitation and laws |! 
of the country; and if there was. one-question |i 
of public consideration of more importance than 
another, it was that which related to the custody 
of the public treasure. Now was the time to in- 
quire into the condition of the Treasury. The 
present Vice President had once said that we ought ; 
to inquire where the lost rights of the States were. 
Now he (Mr. C.) wanted to inquire where the 
‘Treasury of the United States was. He conceived 
it to be his duty as a Senator here to bring this || 
question up. And as we were to judge whether 
the Secretary of the Treasury had acted wisely in 
this matter, we ought to judge of his reasons be- 
fore the whole Senate, and not refer it to a com- 
mittee. In order to do this, he hoped a day not 
far distant would be appointed for its considera- 
tion. He would therefore propose that the report | 
of the Secretary be made the order for Monday 
next. 

Mr. BENTON said that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had announced distinctly his reasons for 
the removal to be on account of the misconduct of 
the Bank of the United States. He has charged 
the bank distinetly with interfering with the purity 
of elections, with corrupting and subsidizing the 
press, with dishonoring its own paper and that of 
its branches. Here were charges of great crimi- 
nality on the part of the bank, and the question 
was whether we ought to go into a trial of the case 
here or refer it to some committee in the Senate. 
The House of Representatives, he contended, was 
the proper body before which the subject ought 
to be investigated, although he confessed the Sen- 
ate could entertain it. He wanted to examine 
these charges against the bank, and therefore he 
thought the report ought to be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

The postponement was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 
which was read and laid on the table: i 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether a paper |; 
under date the day of September, 1833, per- 
porting to have been read by him to the heads of |; 
the several Departments, relating to the deposites 
of the public money in the Treasury of the United 
States, and alleged to have been published by his 
authority, be genuine or not; and if it be genuine, 
that he be also requested to lay a copy of said |; 
paper before the Senate. 
Mr. WEBSTER, on leave given, presented a |; 
bill to provide satisfaction for the claims of citi- i| 
zens of the United States for French spoliations; 
which passed to a second reading. | 
Mr. WILKINS, on leave given, presented a |! 
bill for the relief of A. G. Ralston and Girard || 
Ralston; which passed to a second reading. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; 
which was read and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to | 
appoint an agent to receive evidence of losses sus- | 
tained by the inhabitants of the now State of Ala- | 
bama by a hostile eruption of a party of Creek i 
Indians in the year 1814, by which Fort Mims | 
was taken, and those who had fled there for pro- i 
tection massacred. i 

| 
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The Senate then proceeded to the election of a! 


Chaplain, which resulted in the choice of the Rev. ! 


Mr. Harcu, on the 6th ballot. The ballotings || 


were as follows: ha 
4th, 5th. 


Ist. Qd. 3d. 6th. 
Mr. Post.....13 14.16 15 14 H 
Mr. Pise.....10. 6 -1 Lied 1 
Mr. Smith....8 H Ib. ll. 8 6 
Mr. Hatch....6 10 -12 -12 I7, 23 
Mr. Orr.,.....1 0 0 0 9 0 


_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


} directed to communicate to the Senate any inform- 
í ation in his power or possession to show that the 


Bank of the United States or its branches, at any 
time heretofore, have refused or delayed to receive 


| the notes of any of the branches in payment or 
: deposite. 


The Senate then proceeded to the order of 


| the day, and resumed the consideration of Mr. 


Srracue’s resolution to alter the mode of electing 
their standing committees by the Senate, instead 
of being, as formerly, appointed by the President 


| pro tem. 


Mr. WHITE (President pro tem.) renewed the 
request which he had previously made, to. be ex- 
cused from voting. 

Mr. CLAY, believing that the President was 


| impelled to make this request from a sense of deli- 


cacy, and disposed to feel the highest respect for 


| him ‘and his motives, he presumed the Senate 


would not hesitate to agree to it, and he submit- 


i ted a motion to that effect. 


Mr. GRUNDY could not, from a sense of duty, 
consent to this motion, and trusted that on further 


| reflection the President himself would withdraw 


it. He (Mr. G.) was opposed to it, because he 
thought the right of voting belonged to the office, 
and ought to be exercised by the occupant of the 
chair until the rule itself was altered. The re- 
quest, he knew, had proceeded from a nice sense 
of honor on the subject at issue, and he would have 
been happy if he could, consistent with his sense 
of duty, comply with it. If he had asked to be 
excused, he saw little if any difference in the re- 
spective situations 
he was excused. In that case, if he (Mr. G.) 
voted for the motion, he voted to give himself that 
increase of power which he voted to take away 
from the President, the only difference being that 
the President might have it in his power to vote to 
retain a greater portion than hecould have. There 
was another consideration which to him appeared 
of some force: the chair was occupied only tem- 
porarily; circumstances might arise by the follow- 


| ing day by which the Vice President appointed by 


the Constitution to occupy the chair might arrive; 
and in the meantime, by now declining to vote, 


i or the Senate by agreeing to excuse, a radical 


change in the rule of their proceeding, and having 
an important influence, might thereby be produced, 
which he thought it desirable to avoid. For these 
reasons he regretted that he could not comply with 
the wishes of the President. i 

Mr. CLAY, in explanation, said that he was 
influenced, in acceding to the wishes of the Presi- 
dent to be excused, simply from the consideration 
that it appeared that he continued to feel, after due 


i reflection upon the subject—after the intervention 


of a night since the request was first made—the 
same delicacy as to voting on this question. He 
could not see any force in the grounds upon which 
the motion was to be opposed. He denied that 
the honorable Senator and the President were in 
the same situation as to the relative power to be 
acquired by them under the circumstances, the 
relative power of the honorable Senator being only 
in the proportion of forty-one to one, whilst on 


i the other side it was a question whether the power į 
, would devolvealtogether upon one man. v 
always disposed to applaud the motives by which 


He was 


it appeared the honorable President was actuated. 


|| He, it appeared, was not disposed to retain power 


in the present instance. With respect to the sug- 
gestion that the i 
the morrow, he would say he regretted his ab- 
sence; for if he had been here, as he ought to have 
been, at the post assigned him by the Constitution 
the Senate would have 
the present motion, as it would then follow, as 
matter of course, that the former practice of elect- 
ing committees by ballot would of right devolve 


of himself and the President if 


Vice President should arrive on | 


been saved the necessity of | 


upon them. © He repeated, that ‘he was only influ. 
enced by motives of delicacy and respect towards 
the high-minded gentleman who occupied the chair- 
in submitting the motion in accordance with his 


could not do so until he had 
effect from him. ~ D ; Boe 

Mr. GRUNDY said, when: the Vice President: 
would arrive here he was not ‘informed. He 
would say, however, what he knew'on: the sub- 
ject, and that was, that for the last three or four 
sessions the Vice President never had’ arrived in. 
the Senate until the Presiding Officer had ap- 
pointed the committees. He did not argue upon ` 
the propriety or impropriety of his absence, but “ 
he would say that his predecessors had acted in‘the 
same way. It might be wrong; but if that. gen- 
tleman had acted in conformity to practice and 
usages of his predecessors, which had not been 
objected to, why ought it now to be complained 
of? As to avoiding or assuming responsibility, 
he viewed that matter in this way: when it was 
the duty of an officer to act, let him act. He ob- 
jected to the Presiding Officer being excused from 
voting on this question, because he could not. con- 
sent that the State of Tennessee should have but 
| one voice in determining it. : : 
Mr. CALHOUN said that, asallusions had been 
i made to himself, he felt compelled to make a-re- 
mark, although he had intended not to have taken 
part in the discussion, He never knew that there 
i| was an understanding that the Vice President. . 
should absent himself to enable the Presiding Ofi- 
cer to appoint the committees. He trusted that 
| no gentleman would charge him with having ab- 
sented himself at the commencement of the ses- 
‘| sion to avoid the responsibility of appointing the 
|| committees, His absence had been solely caused 
i| by domestic affliction, or some other unavoidable 
! cause. He never had absented himself on that 
account. Ee concurred with the gentleman from 
| Mississippi (Mr. Porspexrer] that appointments 
‘| should be made by the Senate itself. 

Mr. WHITE, the Presiding Officer, begged leave 
of the Senate to make a few remarks. (Leave was 
| granted.) Mr. W.-then said that he felt very del- 
icately situated on this subject. If he voted against 
the proposition, it might be supposed he acted on 
the principle that power is never so well exercised 
' as when itisin our own hands. If he voted to. 
take the power away from the Presiding Officer, he 
might be charged with having been governed by 
the principle that he dreaded the responsibility. 
There was no duty more unpleasant than the ap- 
põintment of the standing committees, and he 
| thought no one had so performed that duty as to 
| give entire satisfaction to every member. pf the 
Senate, and it was difficult, if not impossible, for 
any gentleman to perform it with satisfaction to 
himself. If it was the ‘pleasure of the Senate to 
excuse him it would give him pleasure;. but if he 
|| were compelled to vote, he should do so to the best 
lj of his judgment, and according to the dictates of 

his‘own conscience, ; 

On the question excusing Mr. Waite from 
|| voting, Mr. GRUNDY called fora division, when 
i there were, yeas 21, nays 19. : 
i| Mr. FORSYTH said that the manner in which 
l! the committees were constituted was a matter of 

perfect indifference tohim. But, from the manner 
|| in which the conduct ofa distinguished gentleman, 
| (the Vice President,) then absent, had been treat- 
|| ed, he felt bound to make a few remarks in his 
‘| defence. He had always understood that the rule 
|| was an invitation to the Vice President to absent 
i| himself so asto give the Senate an opportunity of ` 
H ting its committees by one of its own mem- 
‘| bers. Asto the absence of the Vice President, he 
knew that that gentleman remained away from 
respect to the rule, from respect to himself, and 
|! from respect to the members of the Senate. He 
|| knew well, from the known character of the gen- 
i tleman whose conduct is here impeached, as well 
ii as from his past history, that he never shrunk 
from any duty which the station to which he had 
|| been called imposed upon him, Committees were 
|! appointed to collect facts and to state them fairly; 
they were not to be understood as expressing the 
voice of the Senate. We speak by our laws and 
| resolutions. God forbid that we should speak by 
i| our committees, which very frequently report and 
i gay very strange things. The object of commit- 


ab intimation to that: 
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wishes, and he would willingly withdraw it, but ; 


20 


tees is to facilitate and mature business for the 
action of the Senate. The ordinary business did 
not require that committees should be appointed 
by ballot; he-admifted there might be extraordina- 
ry matters for consideration when the committees 
ought to be chosen in: that way, but in such. -exi- 
‘gencies the choice of committees was completely 
within the power of the Senate. He thought the 
‘present rule was better calculated to attain the de- 
-Sired endthan any other. . Were committees, he 
would ask, to be chosen with reference to parties? 
How many parties are there here? One, two, 
three, four, or five? | Certainly three, and there 
was nota majority of that body of either party. 
Were they to be chosen by arrangements made 
out of doors, and with reference to partisan feel- 
ings? He hoped not; and as the present mode of 
choosing prevented such an interference, he thought 
that it was best. 
Mr. SPRAGUE made a few aditional remarks 
in support of the proposed amendment of therule, 
` after which the question being taken on his reso- 
lution, was.decided in the affirmative: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Calhoun, Chambers, 
Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, 
Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentice, Pres- 
ton, Robbing, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, and Webster—22. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, 
Moore, Morris, Rives, Robinson, Shepley, Tal- 
madge, Tipton, Wilkins, and Wright—18. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, December 10, 1833. 


On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the removal of 
the deposites was taken up and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

DEATH OF THE HON. T. D. SINGLETON. 


Mr. PINCKNEY, of South Carolina, rose and 
stated that he held in his hand certain resolutions 
which he would respectfully ask leave to offer for 
adoption by the House. Fie believed that it had 
always been customary for the House to adopt 
suitable. tributes of respect to its deceased mem- 
bers. The South Carolina delegation had heard, 
with deep regret, of the death of their colleague, 
the Hon. Tuomas D. Sinexeron, and it was his 
painful duty to communicate that mournful inform- 
ation to the House. He died at Raleigh whilst 
on his journey to the capital, whither he was has- 
tening to assume his seat, and to discharge his du- 
ties asa member of this body. It was a source 
of grateful consolation to his colleagues to learn, as 
they had done, that he received every possible at- 
téntion during his illness from the kindness and 
humanity of the citizens of Raleigh, and that the 
Legislature of North Carolina, in a manner equally 
honorable to him and to themselves, had evinced 
their respect for his public character and private 
virtues, by attending his remains to the tomb. It 
was true that the deceased had not had it in his 

ower to appear and qualify as a member of the 

ouse; but as it was well known that he was a 
Representative elect, and that he died whilst in the. 

. very act of endeavoring to reach this city, he cer- 
tainly deserved every testimonial of respect to 
which he would have been entitled if he had actu- | 
ally qualified, and might justly be considered as! 
having literally fallen in the discharge of his du- 
ties and in the service of his country. It was the 
fortune of Mr. P. to have had but a slight per- 
sonal acquaintance with the deceased, but that 
„acquaintance, slight as it was, was sufficient to 
impress him. with a high respect for his intelli- 
gence and virtues as a man, and with a deep con- 
viction of his exalted purity and devotion as a 
patriot, He would not detain the House, how- | 
ever, with anything like a regular eulogy of his | 
departed colleague. To those who knew him, | 
it would be. entirely unnecessary—to those who | 
did not, it might prove uninteresting. It would | 
be sufficient, therefore, to say that he was emi- | 
nently honored and beloved by his constituents, | 
amongst whom he possessed, as he deserved, al- | 
most unequalled popularity and influence; and | 
that whilst his death inflicts a deep wound and an 
irreparable loss upon his immediate relations and 


* 


friends, it may well be regarded, also, as a public 
calamity to his particular district, and will assur- 
edly be a subject of regret to the people of his 
State in general. Under these circumstances, he 
proposed that the House should pay a becoming 
tribute to his memory, well knowing that it was 
not only in conformity with the usages of the 
House upon several occasions, but that it could 
not be bestowed on a more worthy man, on a 
purer patriot; a man of whom all who knew him 
concurred in saying that his private life was a 
beautiful exemplification of every Christian virtue, 
and that as a politician and patriot, he uniformly 


people, and to the great cause of constitutional 
liberty. With these few remarks, which he had 
felt it his duty to submit in justice to the charac- 
ter of one whose memory deserved a far better 
tribute than any he could offer, he now proposed 
the following resolutions for the consideration of 
the House: 


deep regret the melancholy intelligence of the 
death of the Elon. Tuomas D. Sincieron, a Rep- 
resentative. elect from the State of South Caro- 
lina. 

Resolved, That this House tender the expression 
of their sympathy to the relatives of the deceased 
upon this mournful event, and that, in testimony 
of their regret for his loss, and respect for his 
memory, the members will wear crape upon the 
left arm for thirty days. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, December 11, 1833. 


Mr. BIBB, pursuant to notice given, presented 
certain joint resolutions providing for an alteration 
in the Constitution of the United States in relation 
to the mode of electing the President and Vice 
President, and then moved to lay the same on the 
table, and print them. Mr. B. said he felt no dis- 
position to press the consideration of the resolu- 
tions now, and therefore moved that the second 
Monday in January next be assigned for taking 
them up, and also the resolutions offered by Mr. 
Benton some days since on the same subject, at 
the same time; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON, on leave given, presented a bill 
to increase the pay of the medical staff of the Army 
of the United States. ; 

Mr. KING, on leave given, presented a bill 
for the relief of Thomas Rhoads and Jeremiah 
Austen. 

Mr. KING also, on leave given, presented a 
bill for the relief of John Chalender and William 
Johnson. 

The above mentioned bills passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY moved the consideration of Mr. 
Benton’s resolution relative to the amount of 
moneys in deposite at particular periods in the 
Bank of the United States. : 

The question being upon the adoption of Mr. 
Cray’s amendment, Mr. C. suggested a modifica- 
tion of it, and a further amendment, inquiring to 
know the ‘current market value of- the stock of 
each of the said State banks on the first of Sep- 
tember and first of November, 1833;” which was 
agreed to, and the amendment adopted. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Cray, was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether a paper 
under date the 18th day of September, 1833, pur- 
porting to have been read by him to the heads of 


| the several Departments, relating to the deposites | 


of the public money in the Treasury of the United 
States, and alleged to have been published by hig 
authority, be genuine or not; and if it be genuine, 
that he be also requested to lay a copy of said 
| paper before the Senate. 

The blank was then filled with the 18:h. 

Mr. FORSYTH remarked that this was a very 
unusual call. He should like to know its purpose, 
and what use was to be made of the paper when 
obtained. Everybody supposes the paper to be 
genuine. He had always taken it forgranted that 
it WAS so. . 


exhibited an ardent attachment to the rights of the . 


Resolved, That this House has received with | 


were so apparent, that he had thought it entirely 
unnecessary to offer any. The President, on the 
18th of September, is said to have read to his 
Cabinet a certain paper. That paper has been 
promulgated to the people of the United States as 
his paper. But we have had no official communi- 
cation of the document, nor anything affirming it 
to be an authentic document. If the President 
had merely read the paper to his Cabinet, without 
promulgating it, it might be a doubtful matter 
whether we had the right to call for its communi- 
cation to us. But we have certainly the right to 
know from the highest source whether the paper 
is genuine or not; and, if it is, we had the right 
to be put in possession of it. At present, we 
had no proof of its genuineness, except the asser- 
tion of a newspaper; and it was not every asser- 
tion of a newspaper that could be relied upon. 
The only proof we had was the statement of the 
editor of a newspaper, and upon such evidence we 
ought not to presume that the paper is genuine. 
The proceeding of the President in promulgating 
the document—supposing the paper to be what it 
purports to be—is without a precedent in the 
annals of the country. It introduces a new fea- 
ture into the executive government of the coun- 
try. The President has the constitutional author- 
ity to call upon the heads of Departments for 
their opinions in writing, to assist him in the 
formation of an opinion. But here is a reversal 
of the case. A paper from the President is read 
to the heads of Department to assist them in the 
formation of an opinion. He would not go into 
the question why the deposites were removed 
from the place which the law authorizes to a place 
which the law does not authorize. That was a 
subject which, at a proper time, would come up 
for consideration. {le had now risen merely to 
say, in reply to the gentlemen from Georgia, that 
he had not assumed the document to be genuine, 
and that if it was genuine, we had a right to call 
for it. But if the gentleman from Georgia objects 
to the question whether the paper be genuine— 
why, I want the paper. I wish to treat the Ex- 
ecutive Department with all pessible respect. I 
do not assume the paper to be genuine, because I 
do not know the fact, 

Mr. FORSYTH. If I understand the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, he admits that with the in- 
tercourse between the President and-his Cabinet 
we have nothing to do. 


Mr. CLAY. I made no admission, either one 
way or another. I consider it would have been a 
difficult question had not the document been pro- 


mulgated. 

Mr. FORSYTH. I consider the question pre- 
cisely the same, for the paper was addressed by 
the President to his confidential advisers. But 
he could not see that the gentleman had given 
any reason for desiring to have the paper. Why 
should we depart from the rules which have here- 
tofore governed us in relation to such papers in 
order to obtain a paper which we do not want? 
There was another branch of Congress which 
might have occasion for this document. Ifa crim- 
inal charge was to be made against the President 
this paper would be adduced ag the evidence of 
: his criminality. When the President should be 
brought to our bar, and put on a trial for his viola- 
tion of the Constitution, that paper would be pro- 
duced in support of the charge. He could see no 
reason why we should call for the document’ in 
question. We have access to it;and for any pur- 
pose, whether of judgment or argument, on the 
subject to which it relates, it is already before us. 
He demanded the yeas and nays on the question; 
and they were ordered, 

Mr. BENTON said the President had already 
communicated the paper to America and to Eu- 
rope, For every purpose it was in our possession. 
| But it was probably supposed that the President, 
| being called upon to communicate it to this body, 
would refuse to send it; and by such refusal he 
would, in his (Mr. B.’s) opinion, exhibit a proper 
respect for himself and his office. Shall we follow 
out the question, and call upon the President to 
Say whether any newspaper article attributed to 
him be genuine or not? I wish some person capa- 


ble of analysis would tell me the difference between 
calling upon the President for this paper and call- 
ing upon him for his speeches to his Cabinet, the 
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substance of which may have got into a news- || 
paper. We may then go one step further, and 
call upon Kim for what he says in his Cabinet, || 
while sitting in his chair, or for what he says toa |! 
single member of the Cabinet in his walks, the i! 
substance of which remarks may have been over- li 
> Wej 
nt said | 


1 


heard and reported. Where shall we stop 
might just ag well call for what the Preside 
that day on the subject of the deposites, as for 
what he wrote thatday. ‘There would be no dis- 
tinction inlaw. It was all parole. He could see: 
no reason why any Senator might not take up the || 
Globe which contains the article, and read it and i| 
rely upon it with as much certainty as if he had j 
received it from the President himself. He ob- | 
jected not to the use of the paper, but to the pro- |; 
posed call for it. He did not seek to protect the |: 
President, but to protect ourselves from the re- : 
proach of making a demand upon a coördinate 
branch of the Government which we had no right |; 


to make, 

Mr. POINDEXTER said that the paper in 
question was one of great importance, and inti- | 
mately connected with the affairs of the Govern- 
ment. If it was not so he would be the last man 
to vote for a resolution requiring.it. The paper) 
was in the nature of instructions to heads of De- 
partments; and being so, he claimed the right on 
the part of the Senate to call on the President for 
a copy of it. He viewed it in the same light as 
instructions given by the President to è foreign | 
minister under his own sign manual. He would |; 
inguire what was the question ultimately to be f 
submitted? It was, whether the President should | 
have the unlimited control of the purse of the |! 
country. Under the construction contended for |; 
of the power of the President, what would prevent |! 

. him drawing from the Treasury ten millions of || 
dollars? Suppose he should ask ten millions of || 
dollars from the Secretary of the Treasury, and į; 
the Secretary should say, “I cannot sign a war- ts 
rant for the money without an appropriation made į! 
by law.’’ What then? Why, the President turns | 
round and says, ‘‘ Mr. Taney, I appoint you Sec- 
retary of the Treasury;” and thus he appoints an |; 
officer who will accede to his wishes, and so ob- 
tain the complete control of the Treasury. Now, ! 
he (Mr. P.) insisted on his right to call for a copy i 
of this official act, and therefore he would vote for 
the resolution. 

Mr. FORSYTH said that the propriety of this 
course of proceeding depended on the use which | 
was to be made of the desired information when |; 
obtained. Hecould seenone. Certainly no offi- || 
cial use could be made of it. He believed there 
could be no doubtof the genuineness of the paper; | 
he thought that was known. Such a paper could |: 
only be offigially used when the President was || 
called to the bar of the Senate on a charge of || 
criminal conduct. He thought this call was to be |, 
understood as a desire to prompt the other House || 
to a proceeding by impeachment, and to condemn |: 
the President in advance. He thought that the | 
similarity of this proposition to the Executive cor- i 
respondence with a foreign minister, as alluded to į; 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Por- 
pexTeR,} was not analogous. He (Mr. F.) 
viewed the paper more as & private letter, read to 
the head of a Department. Suppose the President 
should write to such an officer, ‘* You are to give 
certain instructions to a foreign minister.” Could | 
you call for that? He presumed not, no matter 
what was init. And if it contained the directest 
treason it was a subject within the proper sphere |: 
of action of the other House, and it only. i 

Mr. WEBSTER said that, if the resolution pre- 
sented itself in a modified form, he thought there |) 
could be no objection to it. He viewed the ques- 
tion in a different light from the gentleman from |! 
Georgia, (Mr. Forsyru.] The only doubt could |} 
be whether the paper was an official act of the || 
President, and he thought it was so. It was pos- į! 

sible that the motion of the gentleman from Ken- ! 

tucky [Mr. Cray] might be premature; but as he}: 
had no doubt that something would be before the |; 

Senate during the present session which would |: 

make it necessary to know the genuineness of the į: 

paper, he thought the Senate ought to be in pos- 

session of it. Ele would express no opinion of it. i! 

He cid not regard it in the nature of a private let- |, 

ter, but rather as à public document, and designed $ 
for the public eye, and containing opinions of great '' 


i 


Hi 
li 
i 


„quiring into the genuineness of the paper be struck 


‘tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] 


i dep 


! ment which the Senate is entitled to, without as- 
i suming the copy in the newspapers as genuine. 


! newspapers too well. The gentleman from Mas- 


| proper subject for the Senate. 
i that the only purpose for which the paper could b 


i that as an argument; andas he did not consider it 


importance. - It stands before the public like the 
proclamation. He knew of no law authorizing 
copies of prociamations to be sent to Congress, 
and yet he believed the President had sent copies 
of his proclamation last session both to the Senate 
and House of Representatives. He (Mr. W.) 
would suggest that that part of the resolution in- 


out, and that it simply call on the President for a 
copy of the paper. i 

Mr. CLAY said he might say with accuracy 
that no paper ever was attempted to be used by 
the Senate without a call for it from the authority 
from which it emanated. It wasthe parliamentary 
usage, and had always been the practice. As to 
the uses to which the paper was to be applied, the |} 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Forsyru] seemed 
to think it could be used for no other than one 
purpose, that of impeachment. He (Mr. C.) had 
no such design. It was a document affecting the 
whole treasure of the United States. The gen- 


thoughtit premature. Whyso? it was the duty 
of Congress to look into the source of the removal 
of the deposites; where they were removed; the 
cause and the authority of their removal. He did 
not know whether the paper was genuine; he 
could not know it except from the highest author- 
ity, and it was out of respect to the Chief Magis- 
trate that he wished to inquire whether it was 
genuine, and to obtain a copy of it. Asthat was | 
his object, he would accept of the proposed modi- 
fication. 

Mr. BIBB said he had no disposition to inter- 
fere in this matter, except upon a sense of im- 
perious duty. He would not have risen on the 
subject except for the grounds on which the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Forsyru] had placed the 
question, that the paper was to be taken as gen- 
uine because it had appeared in the newspapers. 
God forbid that he should tax upon the President 
everything which appeared in the papers. He 
could not act on this document from a newspaper 
publication of it—he wanted an authentic copy of | 
it. The President in his message had referred 
to the removal of the deposites; and the Secretary 
of the Treasury, too, had given his reasons for so 
doing. This paper emanated from the President, 
as the President, to the heads of the Departments, 
and was read to them, relative to a removal of the 
osites. In his (Mr. B.’s) sense of it, it was 


an official act of the President, and a public docu- 


The modification of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Wessrer] was more congenial with 
his taste, and he hoped it would be agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote for the 
resolution with no feeling of disrespect towards 
the President, but because it was due to him, and 
due to the Senate itself, that it should have the 
paper in its most authentic form. 

Mr. FORSYTH observed he had not said that 
the paper was to be taken officially as genuine by 
the Senate from the newspapers. He knew the 


sachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] ylewed itas an Exec- 
utive act. He (Mr. F.) viewed it in a very dif- | 
ferent light. He thought you might, with just the | 
same propriety, call on the President for his cor- | 
| 
l 
t 


respondence with Mr. Duane as for this paper. 

The deposites are removed, and if it was the wish | 
of gentlemen to go behind that act and see where 
the criminality was, he would say it was not a 
He had not said | 
eii 


He kad only used | 


used was an impeachment. 


as an official paper, but merely a letter addressed |i 
to the members of the Cabinet, he should vote i 
against the resolution. | 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that the paper was | 
one which it was supposed the President had read 
to his Cabinet for the purpose of influencing his | 
Cabinet. Ifso, he would ask could either branch |! 
of Congress call on that officer to produce the de- | 
liberations of his Cabinet—confidential commu- | 


' nications—that they might be spread before the 


public? Its being in the newspapers did not alter į! 
the case. He (Mr. K.) could not, with a proper | 
respect for the President or ourselves, vote for the |: 
resolution. It wasa call for what we had noright ' 


to ask—a confidential communication to the: Cab: 
inet. j 


he shrunk from no- proper responsibility, and he: < 
trusted he never would : pee 
Mr. CLAY observed- that we had no tight to: 
call for a confidefitial communication to the Cabinet. ` 
so longas it remained confidential. Butthis paper 


had been promulgated by the official organ of: the... 


Government, and its promulgation had given us. 
the right to call for it: It, had been said that the: 
paper was published and its genuineness not con- 


: tradicted, and therefore we ought to act upon itas 


if it were so. But when we can obtain evidence: 
of the fact we ought to call for it. It had. been 
said that the President might refuse to give it, arid 
if he should do so, accompanied with a denial of 
the paper, then we would havea right to use the: 
public. version of it. Suppose thecorrespondence 
of a foreign minister were published, would we not 
have a right to call for it? Suppose the President 
should give an order upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury for payment ofa sum of money, and he 
should pay it, and place the order on file, would. 
we not have a right to call for it?. It was in con- 
sonance with precedence and all usage to.appeal 
to the highest authority for evidence of a paper. 
Mr. KANE said that the reason which would: 
influence him in his vote had not been touched on 
by any of the gentlemen who had spoken on the 3 
question. (Here the honorable gentleman read: 
that part of the President’s message which :re-. 
ferred to the removal of thedeposites.] Now, the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] wished tu 
know who had removed the deposites. This 
seemed to him (Mr. K.) a very unnecessary in- 
quiry, because the President had informed them 
that they had been removed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. Now, is the object of this proceed- 
ing to show that the Secretary has been guilty cf 
a criminal act? If so, itis a matter entirely for the 
other House, and the paper cannot be used here 
with any such view. Has the President acted 
falsely in giving this information? If so, hbe (Mr. 
K.) could hardly conceive of a more criminal act. 
He laid this out of the question, then, and took the 
object of the inquiry to be, to learn the President’s 
reasons for directing the Secretary to remove them. 
But the reasons have been given by the officer: 
appointed by the law to do so, and if they are not 
good, what istheremedy? Howarethedeposites 
to be restored but by a new compact between the ` 
parties? If the Secretary, the officer appointed by: 


| law to the act, has removed them, what right have 


we to call on the President for reasons? 

The question on the resolution, as modified, 
was then takenyand decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Sdtth- 
ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, 
Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Moore, Morris, 
Rives, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton 
Tyler, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. $ 

Mr. MOORE, on leave given, presented a bill 
for the relief of Eli Robinson; also, a bill for the 
relief of John McCarty; which were both read a 
first time, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Benron’s resolution, calling on the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for information relative to 
the United States Bank refusing to receive if pay- 
ment the notes of its branches, was taken up, and 
agreed to. : 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented a memorial from 
the directors of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
praying for an extension of the time allowed by 
law for completing that work. 

The CHAIR announced the receipt of a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy; which 
was laid on the table. 

After which the Senate were engaged in, Execu- 
tive business until the hour of adjournment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 11, 1833. 
After the presentation of sundry petitions, 


It had been said that the President shrinks > 
from no responsibility: He (Mr. K.) believed 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message: 
Wasninctron, December 11, 1833. 


To the House of Representalives: 

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, exhibiting certain transfers_of 
appropriations that have been made in that De- 
partment in pursuance of the power vested in the 
President by the first section of the act of Con- 
gress of the 3d of March, 1809, entitled ** An act 
further to amend the several acts for the estab- 
lishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, 


and Navy Departments.” 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


Which message, on motion of Mr. POLK, was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and. ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the annual report from the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, a statement of the unsettled balances 
and accounts for the last three years; and a re- 
port in relation to Moore; which were 
severally laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. CLAY, 
suspended the rule, and went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr.J. Q. ADAMS was nominated to the Chair. 

Mr. CLAY said, as the subject of the Presi- 
dent’s message was undoubtedly familiar to the 
members, he, in moving that the committee should 
proceed to the consideration of the message, would 
also move that the reading of it should be dis- 
pensed with, 

The motion to consider having been agreed to, 


Mr. C. submitted the following resolutions: 

1.. Resolved, That so much of the President’s | 

. Message as relates to the political relations of the 

United States with foreign nations, and as recom- 

mends a “revision of our consular system,’ be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much -of said message as 
relates to the state of the finances, the public debt, 
revenue, and the Bank of the United States, þe į 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

3. Resolved, That so much of said message as | 
relates to the commerce of the United States with | 
foreign nations and their dependencies, be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

4. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the report of the Secretary of War, and 
the public interest intrusted to the War Depart- 
ment, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. i 

5. Resowed, That so much of gaid message as | 

relates to the report of the Secretary of the Navy | 


and the naval service, be referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

6. Resolved, That so much of said message as | 
relates to the Post Office Department and the re- | 
port of the Postmaster General, be referred to the į 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. j 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message as | 
relates to the Indian tribes and to their removal ; 
beyond the limits of the States, be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to ‘‘ amending the Constitution in relation 
to the. mode of electing the President and Vice 
President of the United States,” the removal of 
‘* every intermediate agency in the election of these | 
ofticers,’’ and to limiting their eligibility to “one 


| the request of the gentleman if it was consistent | 


il able member’s now going into such a committee 


|| therefore prayed the honorable member to take the 


j country, who would possess the advantage of 


| could possibly pretend to—to move that a com- | 


| comprised in the President’s message, he had fol- 


1 of which he had the honor to be a member. 


term, of either four or six years,” be referred toa 
select committee. : 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to “f accidents which have occurred in that 


evils “ by means of precautionary and penal legis- | 
lation,” be referred to a select committee. | 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message as | 
relates to ‘* the destruction of the public building | 
occupied by the Treasury Department,” and the | 
erection of another building for that purpose, be | 
referred to the Committee on the Public Accounts | 
and Expenditures which relate to the public build- | 
ings. i 


Mr. WILDE expressed his desire that any ac- 


it 


United States—should, for the present, be deferred. | 
He would briefly state his reasons for desiring | 
this postponement. It was well known that vari- | 
ous propositions and amendments had been sug- | 
gested, both in the several States and on the floor | 
of that House, none of which had as yet found | 
favor, so as to satisfy the scruples of those who | 
deemed the propositions unconstitutional or other- 
wise; yet in the course he was about to suggest, 
although he did not expect himself to be able to 
satisfy all parties, he entertained the conviction 
that there wes not at present any other means left 
to dispose of a question which, more than any | 
other, would tend to promote the harmony and to 
increase the prosperity of the Union. Jt was his 
intention, if the honorable mover of the resolutions 
would defer for the present the part to which be 
had reference—after a conference which might be | 
had with members in the House of the various 
political parties, and from various sections of the 


longer experience and of more influence than he 


mittee should be raised for the special purpose | 
of inquiring what amendments to the Constitution | 
should be recommended to the several States. If, 
in taking this course, he should not get encour- i 
agement that would justify him in going on with 
it, he would not press it further, and he wished | 
the delay to enable him to have the matter tested. 
Mr. CLAY said he would readily comply with | 


with his own notions of propriety to do so. But 
it should be recollected that the proposition an- 
nounced by the honorable member was one involv- 
ing a most important topic. In submitting his 
(Mr. C.’s) resolutions embracing all the points 


lowed the course that was usually taken; and as 
regarded any amendment which the honorable 
member from Georgia might wish to make, he did 
not think that the course which he had taken 
could, in the slightest degree, interfere with his 
views. The usual course was to refer the matter in 
the message to the usual committees, and he could 
not consent to depart from it, and it would as well 
suit the honorable member’s purpose to move his 
amendment hereafter as a distinct proposition. 
Mr. ARCHER begged to remind the honorable 
member from Georgia of what must have escaped 
his recollection, that a committee had been raised 
for the same purpose during the last session, and 
He 
could do that committee the justice to state that 
no persons could evince more anxious desire-than 
they did to fulfill the public expectation; but they | 
found it impossible to come to anything like una- 
nimity upon it, and, with the knowledge of this 
result, he would say the only effect of the honor- 


would be to embarrass other proceedings. He 
course suggested. 

Mr. WILDE replied, (but in so low a tone as ! 
to be almost inaudible. The reporter understvod | 
him to say,) that it was with regret he learned that 
there was no hope of settling this all-important 
subject, and that it was, at all events, his desire 
that his constituents should know the fact that 
there was no such thing as even a prospect of | 
having any amendments made to the Constitution | 
—a matter upon which, as connected with other | 
subjects, he could take upon himself to say that : 
they felt the most intense anxiety. i 

Mr. WAYNE hoped to get credit, as a Repre- | 
sentative from Georgia, of also knowing something | 

t 
f 


it was rather premature, not having any expres- 
sion from the State Legislature or from the people | 
on the subject, to suppose there was so much anx- | 
iety felt by them; and it would be certainly, in his i 
opinion, more becoming to them that such an ; 
expression of their will should come from them- | 
selves than it-should be presumed to exist by any | 
of her representatives. He thought that if the | 
honorable member from Alabama should consent 
to defer his resolution, and that the course sug- 
gested by his cclleague should be agreed to, the 
certain effect would be to burden the committee 
with so much business that there could not be an 


tion on one of the resolutions—that in reference to 


the proposition to amend the Constitution of the " desire. 


action on the message in conformity to the public 
He thought, therefore, that it would be 


| patriotism. 


better to go on with the usual reference, and for 
his colleague to make a distinet proposition on 
such points as he deemed expedient; however 
anxious he was to hear them hereafter, he would 
disclaim on the part of their common constituents 
that they now had any desire they should beacted 
on, or have the important objects contained in the 
message retarded. ; 

The CHAIRMAN inquired if the honorabie 
member from Georgia required that the question 
on the resolution should be taken on the part in 


! discussion separate from the other part? 


Mr. WILDE responded in the affirmative, and 
expressed his regret that his colleague should have 
thought it necessary to make a disclaimer that the 
people of Georgia did not feel anxiety on this sub- 
ject—claiming, with all due respect for him, to 
“have some knowledge of their sentiments. Did he 
not recollect that the Legislature had made more 
than one proposition to amend the Constitution? 
His intention was to consider what amendments 
might be made to it, and in doing so, he meant to 
include all the propositions that the people or the 
States had at various times proposed. Hehad no 
wish to embarrass the other business, and thought 
no embarrassment could arise from his proposition 
to defer, for a short time, a resolution on a subject 
which had no immediate urgency—which had slept 
for four years, and which, if it had taken even a 
longer nap, there would not have been any very 
serious injury incurred. He asserted that there 
was throughout the Union—in the North as well as 
the South—much anxiety felt that some amend- 
ments should be made to the Constitution; that 
this anxiety not only embraced the subject of the 
presidential election, but it extended to other im- 


| portant questions, affecting the bank and the cur- 


rency of the country, the public lands, the tariff, 
and other topics which he would not enlarge upon, 
not desiring to prolong what appeared an unprofit- 
able discussion. He would now move that the 
question on the resolution as to the election of 
President be taken separately. 

Mr. WAYNE did not intend to intimate that 
his colleague has not as good a right to speak for 
the people of Georgia as himself, but he insisted 
that the people of Georgia, so far as he knew their 
opinion, were opposed to the agitation of any 
question which would disturb the harmony which 
prevailed. 

Mr. WILDE said, with respect to everything 
being harmonious and tranquil, he would remind 
his colleague that at a large meeting in Georgia 
the present tariff was denounced‘and its further 
modification called for. That meeting was so com- 
posed that his colleague would not doubt thatit rep- 
resented the sentiments of the people of Georgia. 
We cried peace, peace, when there was no peace. 
Tt was not all harmony and peace. Of the condi- 
tion of this “ rising empire but falling republic,” 
as it had once been called, he had taken a wide 
view, and he had come to the opinion that it was 
possible to adopt some amendments to the Consti- 
tution, if the great parties in the nation would lend 
themselves to the work, in the spirit of peace and 
The great question of restrictive con- 
struction, or liberal construction, might still be left 
open, and it necessarily must be; but the danger- 
ous questions of the bank, the tariff, internal im- 
provement, and other disputed powers, might be 
settled at once and forever. It was urged against 
his proposition that by blending so many topics 
in the same proposition the whole would be lost. 
But he thought that, by presenting at once what 
concerned different parts of the country, a compro- 


tat r a ) 4 i! mise of prejudices and interests might be effected. 
of thé sentiments of his constituents. IJe thought |j 


He would compromise anything but principle. 
Mr. GILMER reminded his cclleague to the 
right [Mr. Wayne] that the amendment to the 
Constitution proposed by the President had been 
expressly rejected by the Legislature of Georgia. 
He also contended that the people of Georgia were 
deeply interested in the settlement, by some com- 
promise, of the questions which had so long agi- 
tated the country. As to the tariff, was it not 
exceedingly important, was it not necessary to the 
safety of the Union, that the Constitution should 
be definite on that subject? It is necessary, in 
order to save the country from continual agitation 
and excitement, to settle the great questions rela- 
tive to the bank, the tariff, and internal improve- 
ments. The subject to which his colleague re- 
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ferred was of secondary importance in the estima- 
tion of the people of Georgia to these. 

Mr. WAYNE had no doubt that his colleague 
would sacrifice his prejudices and interests—prin- 
ciple he knew he would never sacrifice—to the at- 
tainment of national harmony and the preservation 
ofthe Union. But he insisted that the manner in 
which hiscolleague had introduced his proposition 
was, though unintentionally, calculated to disturb 
the harmony of the country, and produce infinite 
confusion and agitation. The people of Georgia 
would, he believed, be content to stand still, at 
least until her grievance should become too op- 
pressive for freemen to bear. 

The question being stated, 


Mr. McDUFFIE moved that so much of the || 


message as relates to the Bank of the United States, 
&c., be also excepted. | 

The CHAIR read the second resolution, and 
asked if the member from South Carolina wished | 
to except the whole, or that part alone which 
relates to the bank? 

Mr. McDUFFIE. The whole. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to except the 10th resolu- 
tion, relating to the destruction of the building ‘of | 
the Treasury. 

The resolutions Submitted by Mr. CLAY were 
then agreed to, and reported to the House, with 
the exception of the 2d, 8th, and 10th. 

The question being on the 2d resolution— 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose, and suggested to the hon- 
orable mover, Mr. CLAY, the propriety of omit- 
ting from the resolution the words “ Bank of the | 
United States,” in order to avoid, for the present, 
the discussion which must otherwise inevitably | 
ensue at this stage of the business. 

Mr. CLAY said it had been usual to refer the 
subjects of finance, revenue, and the bank, to the | 
same committee, and he could not consent to any 
unusual course on this occasion. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that the gentleman from 
Alabama wholly misapprehended his object. His 
purpose was to avoid a discussion ona preliminary | 
question; and the motion to réfer the clause in the | 
message implies an admission of the authority of | 

i 
t 


the President to remoye the depositeš, whereas it 
was well known that he had no such power. 

Mr. CLAY did not see, he said, why the discus- | 
sion alluded to should necessarily arise upon the 
usual motion for the reference of the several parts 
of the message to the usual committees. He could 
not be persuaded of the propriety of the course 
suggested by the gentleman from South Carolina. 
“Mr. McDUFFIE said that it was evident that 
the discussion of this topic must now take place. 
But as the House, at this hour, was not prepared 
for it, he would move that the committee rise. 

The committee then rose, and reported progress. 

Mr. POLK rose to move a reconsideration of | 
the vote by which the report on the removal of ! 
the deposites was yesterday referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. , 
He voted for the motion with the understanding | 


that the object of the mover was to move the re- || 
port and message together when the question of |; 


reference should come up. i 
important that there should be a full and deliber- 


i 

i 

He regarded it as | 

| 

ate investi H 


But he presumed that it was intended te involve |: 


the House, suddenly and without investigation or 
deliberation, in a full discussion of the merits of 
this important subject on a preliminary question. 


He would not make the motion to reconsider at |! 


this late hour, if the rules of the House would 
him to make it at a subsequent time. 
Mr. CHILTON moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 12, 1833. 

A message from the President was received by 
the hands of Mr Donelson, his Private Secretary; 
which was read, as foliows: 

Wasuincron, December 12, 1833. 
To the Senate of the United States: ° 

1 have attentively considered the resolation of 
the Senate of the 11th instant, requesting the Pres- 
ident of the United States to communicate to the 
Senate “a copy of the paper which has been pub- i 


HE 


| 
f published in the official paper. 
gation of this subject by a committee. i 


| 

lished, and which purports to have been read by 
him to the heads of the executive departments, 
dated the 18ch day of September last, relating 
to the removal of the deposites of the public 
money from the Bank’ of the United States and 
its offices,” i 

The Executive is a coördinate and independent 
branch of the Government, equally with the Sen- 
ate; and { have yet to learn under what constitu- 
tional authority that branch of the Legislature has 
aright to require of me an account of any com- 
munication, either verbally or in writing, made to 
the heads of Departments, acting as a Cabinet 
council. As well might I be required to detail to 
the Senate the free and private conversations I 
| have held with those officers on any subject re- 
lating to their duties and my own. 

Feeling my responsibility to the American peo- 
ple, I am willing upon all occasions to explain to 
them the grounds of my conduct; and I am will- 
ing upon all proper occasions to give to either 
branch of the Legislature any information in my 
„possession that can be useful in the execution of 
the appropriate duties confided to them. 

Koowing the constitutional rights of the Senate, 
I shall. be the last man, under any circumstances, 
to interfere with them. Knowing those of the Ex- 
| ecutive, I shall at all times endeavor to maintain 
| them agreeably to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, and the solemn oath I have taken to support 
and defend it. ; i 

I am constrained, therefore, by a proper sense 
of my own self-respect, and of the rights secured 
by the Constitution to the executive branch of the 
Government, to decline a compliance with your 
request. ANDREW JACKSON. 


After the message had been read, 

Mr. CLAY said that a call had been made on 
the President for a copy of a document which had 
been published and extensively circulated by the 
| papers in this city—a document intimately con- 
nected with the safety of the treasure of the coun- 
‘try. The call for it was made under the full con- 
viction that the Senate ought to have that docu- 
ment. It had been refused under the pretext that 
the rights of the Chief Magistrate were invaded by 
it. He always would be disposed to respect the 
| rights of every public officer, but the President 

ld have no more confidence in his-rights than 


| cou 
| I feel in the rights of the Senate. The right of the 
i Senate to call for this paper was founded on the 
i ground that the whole world was already in pos- 
i session of it. It was made because the document 
was sent forth to the American people upon an 
| all-important subject, and because it was the right 
i of the Senate to hayeit. Nor wasit made because 


‘| the call wasin violation of precedent or an estab- 


But the President has refused to 


| lished usage. 
dit was not necessary to 


: give us this document, an 
| proceed further in the pursuit. One result hap- 
| pens from it: the President does not deny the genu- 
| ineness of the paper. It is before the world, and 
! as we have endeavored to get it, and it has been 
refused, | have a right to take the next best evi- 
dence of the document, and that is, as it has been 
In every instance, 
therefore, where | have occasion to use it, 1 shall 
; avail myself of that publication of itas genuine. 

| Mr. GRUNDY said he thought when the prop- 
i osition was made it was a very unnecessary pro- 
| cedure. 

| Here the Presiding Officer interposed that the 
i debate was out of order, unless some motion was 
! intended to be made. 

| Mr. GRUNDY said he intended to move before 
| he concluded that the message be laid on the table; 
i and then resumed that he thought it unnecessary, 
| because he only wanted evidence when the facts 
‘had not come to our knowledge or when they 
were denied. Now, he believed that both friends 


i ine—to be what it purported to be. 
| had thought that nothing beneficial could result 
i 


The President has given 
i his objection to complying with the call, and what 
| is it? Why, that the Senate has asked for a pri- 
| vate communication from the Chief Magistrate to 
| his Cabinet. He (Mr. G.) would never question 
the propriety of the motives of the Senator who 
wanted this information. But the President has 


him to vote against it. 


j 


| and enemies admitted this document to be genu- |. 
He therefore | 


from this proposition, and this was what induced | i essi 
: as regards the practice of the Senate of appointing 


! absent gentlemen 


said that it is a matter which you have no right to 


interrogate him about; and his opinion is, too, that : me 


to comply with the request would be setting adan- 
gerous precedent. - He (Mr. G.) was not inclined 
to say anything on the subject of the removal of 


| the deposites when that matter should come- up 


for consideration. „But if he did, he could ‘not, 


even if he were so disposed, speak of that paperas -> 


any other than a genuine one, or deny its authén- 
ticity. He therefore moved to lay the message on 
the table; which was agreed to. Rane 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the memorials 
and resolutions of the several States upon the 
subject of the public lands were ordered to be 
printed, anda tabular statement prepared by the 
Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. announced that this 
was the day assigned for the appointment of stand- 


ing committees. 


Mr. GRUNDY said, before the election was 
gone into, he wished to preface it by a few obser- 
vations. The Senate had determined to deprive 
the Presiding Officer of the power of appointing the 
committees, and he was not disposed ‘to question 
the propriety of the decision. But the reason as- 
signed for this course, and that which seemed to 
him of most weight, was, that the committees 
should be the legitimate and true organs of this 
body. What, then, he would ask, was the-pres- 
ent condition of the Senate? There were seven 
vacant seats here. Five of these have been filled 
by appointments or by elections by the Legisla- 
tures of the different States, but none of the gentle- 
men chosen were here. Two of these vacancies 
have not yet been supplied. The five, however, 
are expected here every day. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania was expected to-night; indeed, he 
had been told he was already in town. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia was elected, and would ‘be 
here shortly. The Senator from Louisiana, and 
another from Delaware, were neither of them here. 
Most of the gentlemen would be here, he thought, 
on Monday; and, under the circumstances, there 
would be danger of not securing a correct expres- 
sion of opinion by proceeding to the election to- 
day. Another matter occurred to him as being of 
importance. Three of the five gentlemen have been 
appointed by the Governers of their respective 
States, and have not yet been qualified as Senators. 
If hisidea on the subject was correct, to be a Sen- - 
ator, the person chosen ought to be here, and take 
the oath prescribed. He would ask, can we ap- 
point those gentlemen on committees at all, until 
they are sworn? He could not hear what had been 
the practice in such case, of appointing’ Senators 
on committees who had never been here or taken 


i their seats. Mr. CLAYTON, of Delaware, and Mr. 


Waccoaman, of Louisiana, (he believed he might 
mention their names,) might be so appointed, but 
can the others? He did not think they could yet 


| be recognized as members, and, therefore, to give 


them an opportunity of coming in, he moved .to 
postpone the election till Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY hoped the postponement would not 
take place. The Senate was as full as it would . 
be, on the average, during the session. We were 
now at the close of the second week of the session, 
and we were urged to put off the appointment of 
committees, a matter about which, he supposed, 
the minds of all gentlemen were made up. This 


| day had been assigned for the appointment some 
| days ago, and it was as well known then that there 


were absentees as it is now. No such objection 
was urged then. ‘There were important bills now 
lying on the table that ought to be referred to the 


| committees. The time for the meeting of the com- 
| mittees was approaching 
| that they should beappointed now. If gentlemen 
| were absent he regretted it; but we were not in 


„and it was of importance 


fault, and he thought if we were to look at the 
political character of the absentees that things 
would be as they now are, if they were here. Aa 
to the objection of the gentleman from Tennessee, 


on committees who had not been 


| sworn, his impression was, that they had always 


: been appointed, 


whether they were here or not. 
Qualification will precede the commencement of 
service, and, therefore, he could see no reason for 
the delay, but that we ought rather to proceed to 
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the appointment; and he would, therefore, call the | 


yeas and nays upon the question. 


Mr. WEBSTER. said he had voted for the i 


change of the rule in regard to the appointment of 
committees: with a good deal of reluctance. It 
appeared to him likely there would be some difi- 
culty in making so good a selection in respect to 
whére pluralities were to prevail. 
him anearly period to. proceed- to the consideration 
of important business.. He thought there was 
reason in-giving time to the absent gentlemen to 
be here, and it is said they will be here. We had 
changed the rule—they could not know it; and if 
gentlemen request postponement he thovght it 
was reasonable and that thé motion should pre- 
vail. 

Mr. CLAY. I understand the gentleman to 
say it is early time to proceed to the appointment 
of committees. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I said it was an early period 
to take up important business. - 

Mr. CLAY. Atno time, he believed, had the 


appointment of committees been delayed beyond | 


the second week of the session. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that the present was a new 
casein the Government. ft was new in this: that 
the Senate, at the commencement of the session, 
had changed an important practice. Formerly, 
the Presiding Officer appointed the standing com- 
mittees, and it was well known that he exercised 
that power. The gentlemen absent, therefore, 


had no right to expect that they would be called | 


on at this early period of the session to perform 
the duty of choosing the committees. 
The.question of postponement was determined 
in the affirmative. 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Fre- 
linghuysen, Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, 
Kane, King, Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, 


Rives, Robinson, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, ; 


Smith, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, 
Webster, White, Wilkins, and Wright—98. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Calhoun, Chambers, 
Clay, Ewing, Kent, Mangum, Naudain, Poindex- 
ter, Preston, Southard, Sprague, and Tyler—13. 
The Senate then, on motion of Mr. MANGUM, 
adjourned over to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


: Tuursvay, December 12, 1833... 


After the presentation of sundry petitions, 
' Mr. EVANS, of Maine, reported, from the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions, a bill granting pen- | 


sions to certain persons therein named; which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second 
reading. 


REMOVAL OF THE BANK DEPOSITES. 


. The motion submitted yesterday by Mr. POLK 

for the reconsideration of the vote by which the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the re- 
moval of the deposites was, on Tuesday, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, was taken up. - . 


Mr. CHILTON had no desire to address the || 


House on this question when he moved the ad- 
journment yesterday. But he wished that, on so 
important a subject, some time should be afforded 
for reflection; and, after reflection, he had come to 
the conclusion that the motion ought to be resisted. 
It was not to be presumed that the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurr,] entertain- 
ing, as he did, the opinion that the removal of the 
deposites. was. an act of usurpation, intended to 


suffer a reference of the subject in the usual man- | 


ner, He'had not understood that gentleman as 
assenting to any such course when he made the 
motion; and he could not see how the gentleman 


from. Tennessee (Mr. Pork] could have misun- ! 


derstood his intention. . Fle was also surprised at 
the remark of the gentleman from Tennessee that 
the subject ought to be deliberately approached 
and. illuminated by rays of light to be shed upon it 
by some committee—he was too modest to say the 
Committee of Ways and Means. There are some 


subjects as to which new lights are indispensable, | 


and as to which it would not be safe to legislate 
without investigation, But was this a subj 
that kind? And was there any light which the 


Committee of Ways and Means could shed on this 


Tt appeared to | 


H 
Fj 


ect of |! 


subject which did notalready shine upon the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House? 
excuse him if he said, in the words of a distin- 
guished individual of no very remote antiquity, 
“some things can be done as well as others,”” 
and **some things could be done by some people 
as well as by others;’’ nor, indeed, could he sit by 
| patiently and see the whole weight of this massive 
|; Government imposed on the shoulders of his friend 
i from Tennessee. He wished, moreover, that the 
| laurels.as well as the responsibilities and labors of 
| Jegislation should be divided among the members. 
i He had no doubt, in fine, that this subject could 
| be as well examined by a Committee of the Whole 


| Flouse as by any standing coramittee. ‘The gen- 


ji 
j 


|: question, There was something peculiar in the 
i character of his motion. 
‘quence of the intimation from the member from 
! South Carolina to go into the question before the 
i| Committee of the Whole. Is not the member 
|| from Tennessee satisfied with the reasoning of the 
Secretary of the Treasury? Cun.he improve upon 
The Secretary has made up an issue. Will 
not the gentleman abide by it? Every new light oa 


|i Lt was now time to have fair play, and to disabuse 
i the public of its delusions on this subject. We 
i ought to put a stop to the artificial excitement 
i! which has been kept up with a view to disturb the 
; currency of the country and to destroy an insti- 
i| tution of great national utility. Fle pleaded, as an 
| apology for presenting himself before the House 
| on this question, that it had been trumpeted in the 
f official organ of the Government that all the mem- 
|, bers who should raise their voices in favor of the 
: bank werebribed. He was sensible of the hazard, 
; personally and politically, to which he exposed 
|, himself by declaring bis sentiments. But no man 
|i should desire to cutlive the honor and glory of his 
|j country. He entertained the highest respect for 
| the gentleman from Tennessee. 
| known to the Union. He was on excellent terms 
| with himself, and his amicable relations he had no 
| disposition to disturb. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman is discussing 
the question of whether the report should be sent 
| to the committee, which is not in order. The 
question now before the Elouse is, whether it shall 
be brought back into the House, and he will con- 
fine himself to this. 

Mr. CHILTON continued. He was opposed 
to the reference which the gentleman from Tennes- 


all. 

| The SPEAKER interposed, and said it was 
not in order to speak to the point of reference. 
The question was on reconsideration. 


of the removal of the Geposites was that thecharter 
t would expire. Could it take us five minutes to 
j find out whether the charters of the State banks 
| selected are not also soon to expire. But he pro- 
|i ceeded no further, as he might wander, in the esti- 
|, mation of the Speaker, from the precise question 
before the Flouse. 

Mr. POLK rose only to say that this was the 


‘| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. If 
i we should plunge into the discussion of this ques- 


|: tion in the Committee of the Whole there would 


ought to pursue the usual and parliamentary 
course. He had nothing more to say. 

Mr. McK IM called for the yeas and nays on the 
|i question; which were ordered. 
ii Mr. McDUFFIE said the gentleman’s object, 


$ 


"he gentleman must | 


: tleman from Tennessee had sought to smother the | 


It was made in conse- į 


His talents were | 


see seemed to desire, for he knew the result of j; 
it would be to prevent any action on the subject. i 
; It was wholly unnecessary to refer the subject at | 


Mr.CHILTON. One of the arguments in favor | 


| first time that any great subject of national policy | 
was ever referred, in the first instance, to the Com- | 


i I understand to be, to bring the subject before a 
standing committee. [Myr. POLK. That or any 
| other committee the House will direct.] The ow- 
| ject could not in that way be attained, A discus- 
‚| ston must take place on every presentation of the 
question... The only fact involved in the ease 
|! which can be referred is that fact relating to printe 
ii ing documents. But he was willing to admit the 
f! fact ihat the bank defended itself. State the sum, 
i if you please, at fifty, sixty, ora hundred thou- 
sand doilars. The facts are immaterial. ‘They 
| have nothing to do with the question. . Congress 
| provided a certain depository for thepublic money, 
| providing for its removal in a certain contingency. 
|| But the Secretary of the Treasury takes a view of 
i the transactions of the bank for five years, and 
| directs a removal of the deposites, in the face of 
| an almost unanimous resolve of this House, and 
i for reasons which must have existed then, if they 
ever existed. The Secretary, unauthorized, nay, 
! 
if 
t 


i 
| 
|! in opposition to the will of Congress, transferred 
the public treasure from the safest institution on 
the face of the earth to banks upon whose solvency 
: no member in the House could pronounce. The 
| gentleman speaks of a scrutiny into the affairs of 
ii the bank, The bank, he says, was reluctant to 
| stand scrutiny. But this had fothing to do with 
| the mauer. We were to look atit upon fanda- 
|| mental principles, and had nothing to do with facts. 
|| [tis said that the State banks had relieved the pres- 
i| sure by issuing bills on the credit of the deposites. 
Why, children would not act soimprudentiy. To 
| food the country with currency based on no foun- 
i| dation but the temporary and unauthorized de- 
|| posite of public money in their vaults, was the 
| veriest piece of folly ever heard of. Great embar- 
ji rassments must ensue if we remove the deposites 
i| from the State banks; but we must do it, if we are 
not bound, hand and foot, to the Executive. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he believed this 
question depended on great principles connected 
with the expiration of the charter of the United 
|| States Bank. Ee heard with alarm the intimation 
|| tbat the deposites should be restored to the Bank 
|| of the United S:ates—-the only object of which pro- 
cedure must be to force the renewal of the charter 
to avoid the embarrassments it would create. Ho 
| was surprised, too, to hear doubts exoressed as to 
i the solvency of sometwenty banks, whose capitals 
| were infinitely larger than the whole revenue of 
| the country. Let the gentleman, if he chooses, 
i 


j 
i 
| 
i 
H 
t 
H 


introduce hig resolution for the restoration of the 
| deposites. He would pledge himself not to shrink 
from the question. But the subject of the bank 
and the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
ought, in conformity with ancient usage, to go to 
a standing committee. 
Mr. BINNEY understood, he said, that the sole 
object of the motion to reconsider, was to delay 
ji the discussion on this subject until it had been 
|i investigated by a committee. The interest with 
| which his constituents viewed this question was 
his apology for appearing himself so early after 
i his introduction into the House in a discussion. 
i A large view of this subject, which could not be 
|| too soon met, was presented by the gentleman from 
South Carclina, and there was a narrower, but 
large view, involving the public faith, the obliga- 
i tions of a contract, and the honor of this House 
as the guardians of the public faith. The contract 
| was between the people and the stockholders of 
the bank, the latter giving their services, and the 
former certain immunities and the privilege of the 
public deposites. The question was submitted to. 
us by the contracting parties whether the compact: 
has been fulfilled. ‘The Secretary of the Treasury 
| had made an award against the bank, and in virtue 
i! of his power he had removed the deposites. He 
| now calls upon us to confirm his judgment. The 
|| reasons of the officer are placed together with his 
i| power, and his act and his reasons for it come 
; before us. If any inquiry in respect to the bank 
| was wished, let it be made. But let it be prose- 
|| cuted independently of the question of the Secre- 
i| tary’s reasons. Weare here upon a question of 
|| contraet. What is the object of the inquiry asked 
ji for? Is it to suggest reasons for the Secretary’s 
j act which had not occurred to the Secretary him- 
| Self, and had rot influenced his judgment? If you 
| bring in other facts, other judgment, other reasons, 
you annul the judgment of the Secretary, agree 
i that it was wrong, and assume to exercise an ori- 
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ginal instead of a derivative power Does the 
Secretary ask forfurtherinquiry? He gives facts 
and inferences upon which he rests thecase. He 
does not ask Congress for new facts and reasons; | 
and if Congress goes in quest of them, it is an 
acknowledgment that the Secretary’s facts and 
reasons are insufficient; that he acted, in a word, 
in the dark on this important subject. The char- 
ter says that the reasons shall be immediately 
communicated to Congress. Why? That Con- 
gress may immediately judge whether those rea- 
sons aresufficient—his judgment being inthenature | 
of an award between the people and the bank, the 
parties who are interested. The Secretary had 
not asked for further inquiry. If, then, he acted 
on sufficient reasons, it was for the House, on be- 
half of the people, to pronounce their judgment; 
and if they were sufficient, then there was an end 
of the question. New reasons cannot justify the 
measure. This view of the matter he felt bound 
to submit tothe House. He must be permitted 
to say that it was not only important that we act 
on the lights before us, but that there was never a į 
question before this House which so much required 
an instantaneous decision. The control of the’ 
Treasury was in a newand unsafe position.. The 
safeguards of the‘public money adopted by law 
were inapplicable to the present control of the de- 
posites. What knowledge had we of the condition 
of the banks selected by the Government? The 
people -would not long be content with the present 
state of things. Embarrassments were gathering 
in the commercial community. The best paper 
was at a discount of 12 or 15 per cent. Still the 
crops were abundant and trade was thriving. The 
scarcity of money was owing to the state of un- 
certainty which now existed. Ifthe publicmoney 
was to be restored it must be done immediately, 
for in a few weeks it would be beyond our reach. 
It would become blended with the interests and 
business of the local banks so far that we would 
not withdraw it. 

Mr. McKINLEY said the Secretary of the 
Treasury had the power of removing these depos- 
ites whenever he thought proper, and was to re- 
port his reasons for their removal. The inquiry 
was, therefore, whether the reasons were sufficient 
and the facts stated true. The Committee of the 
Whole was not the usual and proper place for such 
an inquiry. When all the facts were examined 
and reported upon, we could proceed to the dis- 
cussion. He asked whether the House, in the 
Committee of the Whole, had the power to order 
the deposites to be replaced? That was to be done 
by resolution. The question could not be deter- į 
mined in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he should not voteagainst 
the motion to reconsider, and might, therefore, 
expose himself to the charge of inconsistency. At 
the last session he voted that the public deposites 
were unsafe in the Bank of the United States, and 
he still thought so. But it did not follow that he 
did not also consider them to be unsafe at the bot- | 
tom of the Potomac. The Bank of the United | 
States was unsafe as a depository, and they had |, 
been removed to another which was still less safe. || 
He was opposed to the Bank of the United States, || 
and always should be. But he thought that the || 
removal of the deposites to the State banks made |! 
them, pro tanto, the Bank of the United States. | 

The SPEAKER called the member to order, as |} 
he was going into the merits of the case, which | 
had not been touched in the argument. i 

Mr. CLAYTON professed his desire at all 
times to bow to the decision of the Chair; yet he | 
did not think he had gone more into the merits | 
than had been done by the members from Penn- || 
sylvania and South Carolina, who had preceded || 


him. 
The SPEAKER again reminded the gentleman ‘| 
from Georgia that he did not confine his remarks i 
to the question. Hi i 
Mr. CLAYTON said, then, that he would en- | 
deavor to keep within order, and try to get in only |; 
occasionally what he wanted. It was, he thought, | 
highly important to settle this matter at once. If tl 
it were proposed to authorize the Secretary of the |! 
Treasury to establish as many banksas he pleases, 5; 
would it be entertained for a moment? But the i 
| 


Secretary has undertaken to exercise such a power. ; 


The reasons reported to the House are not of new |! 
discovery. They have been acted on formerly by l! 


the House, and we need no time to act on them 
again. Has it not been stated that the bank had 
influenced. elections—that it had expended money 
for printing? All this he admitted, and it proved || 
that the bank ought not to exist. But the Secre- 
tary has multiplied the institution upon us. He 
should vote, when the question should come up, 
for the removal of the deposites back to the Bank 
of the United States. 

_Mr. POLK would not, he gaid, fatigue the 
House with speaking. He rose only to reply to 
a few of the suggestions which had been thrown 
out. The report contains the various facts which 
governed the Secretary of the Treasury in his 
action, and some of those facts may involve the 
charter of the bank; and for both reasons ought 
now to be inquired into by a committee. In 
reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Bixney,] he said that it was not material ‘to the 
question of reference whether the action of the |; 
House would be original or in review. It was also 
suggested that the State banks were unsafe. This 
constitutes one of the chief objects of the examina- 
tion proposed. Again, it was said that this was 
a question of public faith. Well, be it so. Is it 
not proper, then, for a committee of the House to 
inquire by which party the contract was violated? 
It seems to me that it is. It had also been said 
that the treasury was going out of the bank daily. 
Well, I consider that the treasury is the public 
money, wherever it may happen to be, in one bank 
or twenty. He would only add one additional 
reason why the motion should prevail, and it was 
this: the subject is ‘intimately connected with the 
finances of the country. It was formerly contend- 
ed in this House, by a gentleman now a member 
of it, that the connection between the bank and the 
finances was as intimate as that which exists be- 
tween the soul and the body. He would repeat 
that the debate in the Committee of the Whole 
would be protracted for days and weeks. He 
hoped there would be ample opportunity for full 
discussion, but not, he trusted, in this general and 
unsatisfactory manner. 

Mr. WAYNE replied briefly to the arguments 
adduced against the motion to reconsider; and, 
having deprecated any discussion upon the merits 
of the bank question at the present moment as 
unnecessary and out of order, with a view to ter- 
minate it, he announced his determination to act 
in the same manner in which he ‘had been himself 
treated at the last session, by the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurri,] when 
about to explain his views on the resolution of the 
bank being a safe depository of the public funds, 
by calling for the previous question. 

The question thereon being put, the House 
refused to sustain the call— 

Ayes 104, noes 107. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved an adjournment, 
which he subsequently withdrew in favor of 

Mr. BURGES, who moved that when the House 
should adjourn, it would adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. POLK objected to this motion as out of 
order. 

After a remark to the point of order from the 
SPEAKER, : 

Mr. BURGES said, as the motion was objected |; 
to by that gentleman, {Mr. Porx,] he would with- 
draw it. 


| sent to the usual committee. 
| honorable member from Virginia to lay it.on 
| the table should. be made, he trusted that it would 


|| question, 


Upon which 

Mr. WATMOUGH again moved an adjourn- 
ment; which was carried. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. f 
Farivar, December 13, 1833. fi 


Mr. BULLARD, of Louisiana, appeared, was j 
qualified, and took his seat. j 
The SPEAKER presented to the House a i 
memoria! from Messrs. Gilpin, McElderry, and || 
Wager, the three Government directors of the |! 


Bank of the United States, in relation to the con- id 


duct of the directors, and especially of the presi- 
dent of that institution. 
Mr. POLK moved that it should be referred to |! 
the Committee of Ways and Means. i 
Mr. WATMOUGH moved to amend that mo- j 
tion by moving that it should be referred to the || 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. “ 


i 
| 
i 
t 
| 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
: 
i 
| 
H 
| 


i desire to be done with it, 


Whole having precedence. i 


Mr. POLK demanded that the question should... 


betaken by yeas and nays. 
Ordered. : 
Mr. VANCE calléd for the 

memorial. ee : 


Mr. ARCHER objected to the reading, and 


suggested that it might for the present ‘be better 
not to give any direction to it; that it might-lie-on 


the table, and follow such- course as should- be- 


given to the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the removal of the deposites. He moved 
that it should be laid on the table. i 

Mr. POLK called for the yeas and nays on this 
motion. 

Ordered. ` 

Mr. ARCHER said, if requested -by the mem- 
ber from Tennessee, and to save the time of the 


House now, he would withdraw his motion, but ` 


gave notice that he should renew it. 
The motion was then withdrawn, upon which 
Mr. POLK said that the present was altogether 
a question whether they were to follow the usual 
course heretofore adopted in referring matters 


connected with the bank to the Committee of . 


Ways and Means. This was a memorial made 
by the Government directors, on a subject of deep 
interest to. the Government; it involved ‘the con- 
duct of thase entrusted with the management of 
its affairs, bringing various facts and: allegations 
against them for misconduct. It was their.duty 
to communicate to the House the knowledge of 
all such facts as they should discover in the man- 
agement of that institution which. they should 
deem prejudicial to the public interest. Having 
been presented by them, the usual course was, 
surely, to refer it to the committee which hereto- 
fore had cognizance of all the matters connected 
with the finances of the country. They all knew 
the intimate connection which existed between the 
Government and-the bank. It had an interest. in 
it arising from the large share of the stock 
they neld. They (the bank) were, in part, keep- 
ers of its funds; they had, in consequence, been 
called on to make weekly statements of their trans- 
actions, and the Government had wisely secured 


to itself the power of appointing five directors, for. 


the special purpose of seeing that the public inter- 
ests were not jeoparded. ‘The memorial now pre- 
sented was made by them in pursuance of that 
duty, and he saw no reason. why: it should not be 
If the. motion of the 


not be sustained. He was not desirous to shrink 
from the general subject involved, but he would 
oppose and avoid any general skirmishing. upon 


. The SPEAKER said if. was ‘not necessary toe! ‘ 
amend, a motion to refer to. the Committee of the 


which. 


reading of the 


it. 
Mr. FOSTER said that it seemed almost im- | 


to avoid entering into the merits of the 
and he would urge the propriety of this 
report being laid on the table for the present, and 
that the honorable member from Virginia would 


possible 


| move, in addition, that it should be printed. 


Mr. ARCHER assured the honorable member 
from Tennessee that he could not have any desire 


to give the subject any other direction than the one. 


he wished, but there wasa difficulty attendant upon 
now doing it. He would ask him what he would 
if the question recently 
under discussion, as to the reference of the report 
of the Secretary, should be decided by a reference 


| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union? Would he not in that case desire that 
this memorial should be associated with it? His 
only desire was for the present to suspend any 


| final action upon it until the fate of the other was 


ascertained. He would conclude by a motion to 
have it laid on the table also, and in accordance to 
the suggestion of the honorable member from 
Georgia that it should be printed. 
Mr. POLK demanded the yeas and nays. Or- 
ered. 
Mr. SPEIGHT then called for the. division of 
the question. i 
The question on the motion to lay the memorial 
on the table was then taken; and decided in the 
negative, as follows—yeas 107, nays 119. 
YEAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Allan, Archer, 
Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barniiz, Barringer, Bates, 
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. Beale, Beatty, James. M. Bell, Binney, Bouldin, | 


Briggs, Bullard, Bull, Burd, Burges, Cage, Car- 
roichael, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, 
Crockett, Darlington, John Davis, Warren R. Da- 
vis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, 
” Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, 
Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Fowler, Philo C. 
Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, 


Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazletine, Heath, 


Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Wm. Cost John- 
gon, Seaborn Jones, Lay, Lee, Lewis, Love, Mar- 
tindale, Marshall, Mason,-McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Patton, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Selden, 
Shepard, Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, Span- 
gler, Stewart, Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tomp- 
kins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Fred- 
erick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Wil- 
` liams, Wilson, Young—107. 

NAYS—John Adams, Heman Allen, John J. 

Allen, William Allen, Anthony, Baylies, Bean, 


Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, | 


John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Cha- 
_ ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Conner, Cramer, 
Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, 
Wm. K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, 
Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Haw- 
kins, Hawes, Flenderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Edward Kavanagh, 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
rence, Lea, Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, 
Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, McCo- 
mas, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, Me- 
Lene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Par- 
ker, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, Pierce, Pierson, 
Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Rencher, Schenck, Schley, 
Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, 
Btoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Web- 
ak Whallon, Campbell P. White, and Wise— 


. Mr. POLK withdrew his call for the yeas and 
naya on that part of the motion that the memo- 
rial be printed; but the call was renewed by Mr, 
DAVENPORT, and the question having been 
ordered to be taken by yeas and nays, was de- 
sided in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, John Adams, 
Heman Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Wm. 
Allen, Anthony, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, 
Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beatty, John Bell, James M. Bell, 
Binney, James Biair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, 
Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Bullard, Bull, 
Bunch, Burd, Burges, Burns, Bynum, Cage, 
Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chambers, 
Chaney, Chilton, Chinn, Choate, Claiborne, 
Samuel Clark, William Clark, C. C. Clay, Clay- 
ton, Clowney, Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Cramer, 
Crane, Crockett, Darlington, John Davis, Amos 
Davis, Davenport, Day, Deberry, Deming, Den- 
ny, Dennis, Dickson, Dickerson, Dickinson, 
Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, 
Horace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, 
Forester, Foster, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, Wil- 
liam K, Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gambie, Ghol- 
son, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Thomas 
H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Hard, Har- 
din, Joseph M. Harper, James Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway Hawes, Hazletine, Heath, Hiester, 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Jabez W. Hunt- 
ington, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, William 
C. Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Lea, Leavitt, Lee, Lew- 
is, Love, Loyall, Lucas, 
Mann, Joel K. Mann, Martindale, Marshall, Mar- 
dis, Mason, McCarty, McComas, McDuffie, Mc- 
lntire, McKay, McKennan, McKim, McKinley, 
McLene, McVean, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, R. 
Mitchell, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, 
Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, Pearce, 
Peyton, Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, Polk, Pope, 


Lyon, Lytle, Abijah. 


The question, that the memorial should be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, was then decided in the negative, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. J, Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, 
Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Bullard, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, William Clark, 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, 
Crockett, Darlington, John Davis, Amos Davis, 
Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, 
Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward 
Everett, Horace Everett, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, 
Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Gamble, Gilmer, Gordon; 
Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, 
Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, William C. John- 
son, Seaborn Jones, Lay, Lewis, Love, Martin- 
dale, Marshall, McDuffie, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
Selden, William B. Shepard, William Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, Philemon Thomas, 
Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, 
Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Williams, Wilson, and Young—96, 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allan, 
William Allen, Anthony, Archer, Baylies, Beale, 


Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel 
Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dick- 
erson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Ewing, Forester, Fow- 
ler, William K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Ghol- 
son, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Nicoll 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, | 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Taaainn: Laporte, Law- 
rence, Luke Lea, Leavitt, Thomas Lee, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, 
Mardis, Mason, McCarty, McComas, McIntire, 
McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, 
Miller, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pier- 
son, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Schenck, Schley, Au- 
gustus FI. Shepperd, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, 
Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William 
Taylor, William P. Taylor, Thomson, Turner, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, 
Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, 
Campbell P. White, and Wise—133. 


The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means without a division, 


On motion of Mr. WARD, the House agreed; 

aen théy would adjourn, to adjourn until Mon- 
ay. ; p 

Mr. C. P. WHITE, with consent of the House, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
making an appropriation to construct and equip 
two small vessels of war, to be rigged either as 
brigs or schooners, under the direction of the 
Navy Department, to supply the places of the 
Porpoise and Dolph 
be authorized to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill in favor of certain 
persons therein named 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. 


Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, James | 


in, and that said committee || 


; which was read twice, and |! 


|| reported a bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper 


ii and others. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the 


|i relief of Abraham Forbes. 


Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John Bills. 

Ail which bills were read and committed. 

And, on motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the 
House adjourned. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
Navy DEPARTMENT, 
November 30th, 1833. 
view of the operations of the naval branch of the 
public service during the past year, I would first 
ment, in the manner originally established by Con- 
gress, and the change since made by the addition 
|| for the suitable discharge of all ordinary duties 
immediately connected with this office. So far as 
racy. But some changes in the present laws 
respecting them would probably prove beneficial. 
cient, yet more substantial justice could be en- 
forced, if that amount was so appropriated as to 
has happened that some of them, receiving large 
salaries, perform no greater or more difficult duties 
occasional transfer of duties not always conve- 
nient, appropriate, or useful, 
Congress. The Board itself, and the head of this 
Department, once united in recommending such a 
venience, despatch, and responsibility. This could 
be accomplished without any material increase of 
so fully detailed in former reports as not to need 
at this time further explanation. 
service in the office of the Fourth Auditor, whose 
duties, though nominally belonging to the Treas- 
Navy. The great amount of property which is 
in charge of this Department, and which ig yearly 
such manner as to insure safety and responsibility. 
In another particular improvement could be made. 
and though few such balances have occurred lately, 
yet the collection of all of them would doubtless 
quainted with the situation of the claims, and the 
means of payment possessed by the debtors, and 
Auxiliary to the central administration of the 
naval service the inspection of our ordnance was, 
receive the usual extra allowances while engaged 
In actual duty. His employment during the past 
stores in depot of all the naval stations, The 
result, it is hoped, may prove highly beneficial in 


Mr. McINTIRE, from the same committee, 


NAVY. 
To the President of the United States: 
Sm: In submitting to your consideration a ree 
Invite attention to its administration in this place. 
The separate organization of the Navy Depart- 
ofa Navy Board, have, with the several clerks now 
allowed, furnished a sufficient number of persons 
my knowledge extends, those duties have gener- 
ally been performed with promptitude and accu- 
Though the number of clerks, and the aggregate 
amount of salary paid to them are deemed sufi- 
permit the Department to divide it in conformity 
to the usefulness of their respective services. It 
than those receiving less pay; and no power exists 
here to equalize their compensation, except by an 
A different arrangement of the Navy Board has, 
for afew years, been a subject of consideration b 
change as to apportion its ordinary business among 
the several members with a view to greater con- 
expense; and it seems,on many accounts very 
desirable. The reasons for the change have been 
‘There might be some useful alterations connected 
with the administration of the naval branch of the 
ury Department, are intimately allied with, and 
very essential in most of, the operations of the 
increasing, seems to require that a regular account 
of it should be opened in that office, and kept in 
The old balances on his books, due from default- 
ers who Were once in the naval service, are large; 
be promoted if it were devolved upon him, as the 
Person who, from his official station, is best ac- 
who could act with the most promptitude in 
securing the public. 
a few years Since, assigned to an officer of rank 
residing in this neighborhood, and authorized to 
season has been much extended, having embraced 
the inspection of all our ordnance and ordnance 
our future operations, Under a similar arrange- 
‘ ment, the custody and correction, as well as ocea- 
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sionally the purchase of charts, chronometers, 
compasses, and nautical instruments generally, 
were devolved on two intelligent officers stationed 
at this place. Thesystem has worked favorably, 
and the small increase of expense attending it has 
been amply repaid in the better preservation and 
quality of those articles, and in the probable in- 
crease of safety to our vessels afloat, and to the 
lives of their gallant officers and crews. A spe- 
cific estimate for the purchase and maintenance of 
a lithographic press is submitted as a means of 
saving, under charge of these officers, still more to 
the public in the procurement of charts, circulars, 
and blank forms, of such kinds as are employed 
not only in this office, but at the several yards, 
and on board vessels in commission. (A.) Its 
various conveniences and usefulness*in other re- 
spects, and especially in the drawings and plans 
connected with the survey of our coast now in 
progress, are more particularly detailed in the re- 
ports annexed. (B,1 and 2.) To prevent any 
nominal or real increase of appropriations in con- 
sequence of the purchase of this press, it will be 
seen.in the general estimates that a corresponding, 
or, indeed, a larger reduction has been made in 
what is asked for the general contingent appropri- 
ations for this office and for the service, and out of 
which appropriations most of the above articles 
are now provided. -< 

It was formerly recommended to organize at this 
place a naval medical bureau, and a bill is now 
on the files of Congress reported for that purpose. 
As that bill was not finally disposed of, I did not 
deem it proper to adopt any different system for 
attaining in a different manner most of the bene- 
fits expected to be accomplished by that measure. 
But if nothing be done during the ensuing session 
of Congress regulating this subject, it is intended, 
under our present laws, that one of the older sur- 
geons, in connection with other services, either at 
the barracks or navy-yard in this city, shall be 
detailed and employed in performing many of the 
duties contemplated for a surgeon general. 

The whole expenses the past year, for all per- 
sons situated here, and belonging to the adminis- 
tration of this Department, as well as the expenses 
for the care and repair of our furniture, buildings, 
and the grounds appurtenant, were about $48,000. 
This amount, I trust, will be thought to bear a 
favorable comparison with the same class of ex- 
penses at former periods, or in similar establish- 
ments, when the large increase and extent of duties 
at this place are duly considered. 

Passing from the central administration of this 
Department to that of the persons connected with 
its operations elsewhere, 1 would next submit to 
your consideration a few remarks on the situation 
of such of those persons as fill official stations but 
are not technically denominated naval officers. 
They are a large and useful class, belonging to 
what may be considered our civil list; and consist | 
of agents, storekeepers, constructors, builders, 
schoolmasters, secretaries to commanders, clerks 
of yards, engineers, live-oak superintendents, and 
some others attached to stations and hospitals. 

In an establishment growing, like the navy, in į 
a few years from so small a beginning to its com- 
paratively great size at the close of the late war, 
and at the present moment, it was, perhaps, un- | 
avoidable that many measures and appointments, | 
considered as incidental to other important objects | 
expressly authorized, should be left to the discre- 
tion of the Department. In this way most of the 
above persons have been employed and paid, usu- 
ally by virtue of estimates and general appropria- 
tions, without any specific provision in any act of 
Congress regulating the manner of their appoint- 
ment, or the amount of their compensation. In- 


deed, a system similar in some respects has been | 
extended to others, as the only limit which now | 
exists to the number of every class of naval offi- | 
cers is the same discretion, restrained solely by į 
estimates and appropriations, and by the confirm- 
ation required from the Senate in the case of 
commissioned officers. These practices have not, 
in my opinion, been the safest, though the custom | 
of this Department to submit to Congress, through 
the Executive and otherwise, full communications 


of its doings in relation to most of these subjects, |: 


enables the Government to exercise any control | 
deemed necessary over any supposed abuse. My. 


: i 
own desire has been, whenever convenient and ` 


i 


| 


| 


| would have been required of him. 


| in a more thorough knowledge of theactive duties 


practicable, to impose still further limits on- that 
discretion. With this view on a former occasion 
the estimates for the contingent appropriations 
were made by me more specific, and settled rules 
of allowances and compensation in most cases 
were established. or collected, and then digested 
and published. The revision of our whole naval 
regulations by the board heretofore appointed for 
that purpose will, when finished and adopted, 
probably introduce greater ‘system and certainty | 
in relation to some of these matters. But it still 
deserves consideration, whether additional legal 
provision might not judiciously be made concern- 
ing the appointment and.wages of some of the 
classes before named. All the persons on the civil 
list now under consideration are believed to have | 
conducted, during the past year, with fidelity to 
their duties. The only essential changes in rela- 
tion to them have been the following: There has 
been a discontinuance of two naval constructors, 
whose services were no longer needed; and new 
and more economical arrangements have been 
made as to the duties of some of our agents and 
storekeepers abroad. The few live-oak agents ap- 
pointed for certain districts who remained in office 
last December, have been dispensed with, and 
no salary is now paying on that account, except 
to one person in temporary employ for a few 
months, in the examination of an unfinished dis- 
trict. In some cases in which we have had war- 
rant officers competent to perform the labors as- 
signed to persons belonging to civil life, and hired 
at some of the yards, it has been deemed sound 
economy to order the former upon such duty, and 
to discontinue the services of the latter. 

It has not been found necessary to select a per- 
manent engineer, as the superintendents of the 
dry-docks and of the erection of the hospitals have 
been able for the present to perform such duties as 
But the ad- 
ditional schoolmasters authorized at the last ses- 
sion have been employed, and, it is hoped, with | 
increased benefit to the class of the younger offi- 
cers. A general order has, recently been issued 
with a view to improve the education of these offi- | 
cers by requiring all midshipmen, whether passed 
or not, after suitable relaxation under leave of 
absence, to attend on one of the naval schools for | 
further instruction in the studies and proficiency 
in the duties belonging to their profession. It is 
intended to employ them not only in appropriate 
reading, nautical observations, and recitations, but 
in forming a more practical acquaintance with the | 
several materials used in the construction and 
equipment of vessels, and with the manner of pre- 
serving them, and of applying them in building 
and repairs. A due portion of their leisure will | 
also be devoted to the performance of such services | 
connected with our most important naval stations 
where the schools are established as will be useful | 
to the public, and at the same time advance them 


which may soon devolve on them in higher and | 
more responsible stations. 


Excepting these variations, the civil establish- : 
ments at the yards and abroad have not been ma- ! 
terially altered during the year, It will be seen i 
that the whole expenses of the persons connected | 
with them have been considerably reduced, and į 
are now annually about $130,000. This does not | 
include the wages of ordinary laborers, as these i 
are more properly charged according to their em- 
ployment under other heads, which will hereafter | 
be considered—such, for example, as repairs of i 
vessels, improvements at yards, or building of | 
hospitals. : ie 

The only material change proposed in the civil | 


list for the ensuing year is a small addition to the |! 


very low compensation of some of the clerks at a | 
few of the yards. i 

The remaining persons belonging to the naval 
establishment are the various officers and seamen 
of the Navy. The general conduct of these the 
past year has been highly commendable. The 


i 
i 
very small number of courts-martial it is believed | 
| 
i 


has arisen from an improvingspirit of harmony in 
the service, and from a mild but firm and uniform 
system of discipline. Seldom has the health en- | 
joyed on every station been better; and the supe- : 
rior condition of the medical corps, as well as of | 


ilas now established. 


i 


i 
t 


the hospitals, exercises on this subject a very i 


salutary influence. : | 


The number of: officers«in | the different classes“ 
has generally been kept within the estimates... It 
is proposed to continue the number much. as it 
now exists.. There-are now quite as’ many cap- 
tains and surgeons as. can be. usefully employed, 
the former having. been increased about.one third 
and. the latter one fourth during the last ten years. 
There are somewhat more lieutenants and-mid- 
shipmen than might be deemed indispensable; the 
former. within that: time-having been increased 
about one half and the latter one fourth; though ‘in : 
making this comparison it is proper to state, that 
previous to 1824 all these classes had. occasionally.. 
been more numerous than they were at that period. 
But in relation to the two classes no reduction from 
the estimates of Jast year is contemplated... Itis 
considereé that on a peace establishment they 
ought to possess ample and valuable materials for- 
any sudden or large increase of the higher classes. 
which any rational emergency may at any time 
require,. whilst nothing is found to prove more 
injudicious to older officers than to be placed ina 
condition where no further incentives to improves ` 
ment by anticipated promotion exist, and where 
the classes they already fill contain so large a 


-number as to permit many years to elapse without 


the possibility of putting them all on active duty, 
unless at the expense, inconvenience, and injury 
of more frequent changes of the superior officers 
in stations and squadrons than the public interests 
appear to justify. 

The whole number of naval officers at this time, 
including those under warrants as well as commis- 
sions, is about one thousand; and our whole: an=. 
nual expenses, of every kind, for their mainte- 
nance is about $850,000, or onan average about 
eight hundred and fifty dollars for each officer. 
These expenses have not been increased during 
the last ten years, except what has been caused 
by the addition before mentioned to the numbers 
of some classes of officers, and the augmentation: 
in pay in 1827 to passed midshipmen, in 1828 to 
surgeons and their assistants, and in 1830 to lieu- 
tenants. In the mean time, of late years, more 
useless officers have been placed on half pay, and 
some large allowances reduced. But no farther’ 
essential reduction in these particulars can, in my 
opinion, be effected without injury either to indi- 
vidual officers or to the naval service. Whatever 
has been accomplished by myself on this subject, 
and on the requirement of a more equal portion of* 
laborious duty from all officers of similar rank 
and date who were not invalids, has often caused 
me much pain; but it has been prompted bya 
strong sense of the equal justice due to the officers 
themselves, and of the manifest propriety in this 
Department of seeing thatall those under its admin- 
istration perform services: for the public, when 
practicable, in’ some degree proportionate to the 
compensation they receive. 

It is hoped that I may not be deemed importu- 
nate if I once more urge on your attention a 
topic far more grateful to my feelings. I have 
long entertained a decided opinion that the com- 
pensation to some classes of officers ought to be 
increased. It is certain that more equal justice 
would be awarded to all; that services at sea could 
more easily be obtained; that greater cheerfulness 
and alacrity in the performance of duty would be 
evinced, and a higher grade of qualifications in 
some subordinate stations could be commanded, 
if the whole subject of pay was revised, and the 
compensation graduated in a fairer proportion 
among different ranks in the Navy,and to similar 
ranks in the Army; and if there was provision 
made for a larger and marked discrimination 
between duty afloat and leave of absence, or 
waiting orders, on shore. Such a discrimination 
formed a prominent feature in the act of Congress 
passed April 21st, 1806, and which regulates pay 
But that discrimination, 
amounting to one half of the whole pay, was 
virtually abolished by a rule of this Department in 
1819. During the continuance of the small com- 
pensation to some classes of officers, and after so 
long a practice under that rule, with the yearly 
sanction of Congress by means of the estimates 
and corresponding appropriations in conformity to 
the rule, I have not felt at liberty toalterit. Fur- 
ther details on this subject at this time are not 
deemed necessary, as they have fully and recently: 
been laid before you in a special report from this 
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Department ona resolution of the Senate passed at 
the last session of Congress. i 
The whole number of seamen in the Navy, 
including all the different grades, does not vary 
much from five thousand; and the annual-expenses 
- of their pay, rations, and enlistment, are not far 
~ from $1,130,000, or, on an average, about $226 
‘for each seaman. ‘These expenses are small, and 
indicate great popularity inthe service, when we 
advert. not only.to our. facility in obtaining good 
seamen, but to the high rate of wages the past 
year in merchant vessels, and to the great cost of 
this class'of. persons in the navies of some coun- 
tries where labor is generally much lower than in 
the United States. . ‘These expenses have not been 
increased the last ten years, except by an augment- 
ation of about.one third in the whole number of 
seamen, arising chiefly from an increase of our 
force in commission. The complement of men to 
each vessel mightadvantageously,in some respects, 
be lessened, and the whole expenses on account of 
them be thus reduced, were it not considered of 
` vital importance in so small a Navy to have all 
our ships afloat as perfect as possible in every par- 
_ ticular conducive to their efficiency and to the 
` reputation of the Government. Itis expected that 
a laudable pride will then be felt and encouraged 
by all connected with the service, on a comparison 
of the condition of our own ships with those of 
other nations, and that the moral force of our 
Navy—as a model for a larger one when wanted, 
as likely to vindicate its country’s rightsand honor 
in war, and protect its commerce in peace—will 
always be much greater with a small number of 
vessels afloat, built of the best materials and in the 
best manner, supplied with the most approved 
equipments, commanded by well educated and 
well. disciplined. officers, and navigated by full 
crews of hardy and contented seamen, with the 
whole ready on any emergency for immediate and 
efficient action, than with double the number of 
vessels half manned, and in other respects defect- 
ively provided. Every improvement in our mate- 
rials, whether timber, cordage, or cannon, in our 
yards, docks, or harbors, in our hospitals or asy- 
ums, will add strength to this moral force, and 
better prepare us for any future conflict in which 
the violence or injustice of other nations may 
involve us. 

In connection with this part of the service it ig 

-deemed proper to present some remarks concern- 
ing the condition of the marine corps. The sub- 
ject of its allowances, in addition to pay, was not 
specially noticed by Congress thelast year,though, 
in that way, it has of late been customary to reg- 
ulate them. But, under a belief that the omission 
probably arose from accident, I have not interfered 
to revise the difficulties which have so long existed 
under that head. It will, however, be considered 
my duty, the ensuing year, to investigate and 
attempt to adjust them, if not otherwise provided 
for. . The commutation of the whisky part of the 
ration while the marines are at sea, has been 
extended to this corps; and the Army regulation, 
entirely abolishing that part, has been applied to 
their rations while on shore. 

The whole expenses of the corps, independent 
of the erection of barracks and officers’ quarters, 
are yearly about $190,000. The expenditures for 
such erections, on an average for the last ten years, 
have been about $5,000 annually. The quarters 
authorized at Philadelphia have been completed; 
but the comfort and proper accommodation of the 
men require new barracks at New York. The 
estimates for this purpose, and for the support of 
this corps, are herewith submitted. (C, 1 and 


The examination of the state of the pensioners 
upon the Navy pension. fund, as those enjoying 
its privileges, have been, or are now, in the ser- 
vice, or were connected with those once in it, may 


also be deemed to come properly under the head 


of persons attached to the Navy.. Though the | 


annual expenditures from that fund are about 
$33,000, yet the fund itself did not spring from the 
public Treasury, exceptas derived from prizes cap- 
tured by our public vessels, 
that its disbursements were classed with the Nav y 
expenditures; and now the only yearly. expense 
this fund and its administration here impose upon 
the Treasury is the. portion of time they occupy of 
the head of this Department, and of on? clerk. Its 


It was not till lately j 


{ 


annual income now exceeds the annual expenses 
about $20,000; and, during the past year, rules 
have heen prepared, and the benefits of this sur- 
plus extended, as originally contemplated by the 
act of Congress creating the fund, so as to embrace 
those officers and seamen who, without being 
wounded, have, during long and faithful services, 
been visited by infirmities entitling them to relief. 
Five persons, coming under this description, have 
been added to the peñsion list, and are allowed 
suitable clothing, food, and medical attendance. 
The number of pensioners under this and the 
other provisions is 298. : 

The condition of the privateer pensioners, placed 
under the exclusive administration of this Depart- 
ment, has not essentially changed during the year. 
The fund for their relief, like that for Navy pen- 
sioners, does not come from the public Treasury, 
and its management is no charge upon that Treas- 
ury, except in the particulars before mentioned, 
As the whole of this fund was derived from cap- 
tures by privateers, it has been deemed expedient 
to exhaust it in the support of those disabled, and 
of proper persons connected with those, whose 
bravery and enterprise made the captures. It has 
therefore become gradually reduced to $44,667. 
The annual charge on it at this time is about 
$3,000, exceeding considerably the annual income, 
and thus, in due time, carrying into effect the 
original policy of the system. For further par- 
ticulars about these two funds reference can be 
had to the annexed statement. (D, 1 to 5.) 

On a review of the entire personal branch of our 
naval establishment, it will be seen that its annual 
cost, not including the marine corps, is about 
$2,000,000; and, of that sum, about $1,964,000 is 
an annual charge on the public Treasury. Con- 
sidering the size and usefulness of the whole naval 
establishment, it is believed that this part of it, at 
the present time, bears a judicious and economical 
proportion to the whole, except in the particulars 
heretofore enumerated. Should improvements be 
made in those particulars, I am satisfied that the 
number and condensation of the persons employed, 
both on the civil list‘and in the Navy, will be 
found to be such as to ensure the due care and 
preservation of the public property, to furnish 
officers and men sufficient for the present protec- 
tion of our commerce and rights abroad, and to 
maintain among all classes a state of discipline and 
activity indispensable to efficiency in the discharge 
of ordinary duties, and to a supply of suitabie 
candidates for promotion in the extraordinary 
exigencies of the future. 

The deaths, dismissions, and resignations, in 
the service since my last report, may be seen in 
the tables annexed. (E. F., G.) 

When we advert to the other subjects connected 
with the Navy, and more especially to what may 
be considered as belonging to its materials, it is 
deemed proper to notice, first, the employment 
and condition of our public vessels. ‘Those in 
commission have consisted of one ship of the line, 
four frigates, eleven sloops, and seven schooners. 
They have been distributed, as usual, on four 
foreign stations, keeping up a greater intercourse 
than formerly with the western coasts of Portugal 
and Africa, and with the adjacent islands, extend- 
ing our cruises into various parts of the Indian 
ocean, and making the West India squadron act 
somewhat more as a home squadron, by requiring 
a portion of it to visit twice annually some of our 
Atlantic ports. By properly regulating these visits, 
much exposure in the two most dangerous months 
in a tropical climate is avoided, and great facilities 
are obtained to furnish necessary supplies, to re- 
lieve parts of their crews and exchange officers, as 
well as to have nearer at hand, during those visits, 
vessels in commission, which, if any emergency 
should occur, may be despatched at once on any 


distant or important service. Efforts have been 
our vessels which 


made to relieve seasonably all 

have been more than two years abroad. The 
Fairfield and Vincennes have been sent to the 
Pacific to succeed the Potomac and Falmouth; the 
Natchez and Ontario to the Brazilian station, in 
place of the Lexington and Warren; the Experi- 
ment to the West Indies, in the place of the Shark; 
and the Shark and Delaware to the Mediterranean, 
in the place of the Concord, Boston, John Adams, 
and Brandywine. In making these changes so 
early as to prevent the expiration abroad of the 


i 


service of our seamen, much discontent has been 
avoided, though this system has necessarily sub- 
jected the Department to some additional expense, 
by having occasionally, for short periods, double 
sets of vessels afloat attached to the same station. 
But it has enabled us to perform our engagements 
faithfully with their crews, and to keep up a more 
regular and constant force on each station for pro- 
tection. At the same time, caution has been taken: 
to guard against an increase of our whole expend- 
itures for the current year beyond the appropria- 
tions connected with this subject. 

All those squadrons have been actively and 
efficiently employed; and it gives me great satis- 
faction to state that our commerce in all quarters 
of the globe was probably never known to be 
more free from menaces, danger, or actual vio- 
lence. 

The estimates for the ensuing year are for the 
same amount of force as was authorized the past 
year, consisting of about 530 guns, and distrib- 
uted in such a proportion among vessels of every 
class belonging to our service as to combine the 
greatest efficiency for naval purposes during 
peace with the soundest economy. Few will 
deem that force either too large or extravagant 
when it is considered that our foreign commerce 
exposed on the ocean exceeds one hundred mil- 
lions of dollars in imports, and almost an equal 
amount of exports, with vessels exposed in their 
transportation of over half a million of tonnage, 
and probably twenty millions in value; and when 
it is remembered how much the security, not only 
of those vessels and their cargoes, but of their 
numerous crews, and of other classes of our citi- 
zens resident in some countries abroad, depends 
upon our Navy being actively and widely distrib- 
uted. On this point it may be well to reflect 
farther how safely that Navy enables us not 
only to send to new and the most distant markets, 
and thus to give increased value to the surplus 
proceeds of our agriculture, mamufactories, and 
fisheries, and to obtain in return whatever may 
conduce to comfort, improvement, or wealth, but 
what protection and enhanced worth it confers on 
most of our immense coasting trade; how much 
our national reputation abroad is everywhere 
known and appreciated by it; the respect it in- 
spires, the security it yields, and the weight it 
affords in all our claims of justice and negotia- 
tions with semi-barbarousnations; and how justly 
it may be apprehended that new perils will, ere 
long, await a portion of our trade and the tran- 
quillity of a part of our maritime frontier from 
the operations of: a new course of legislation by 
some foreign Powers concerning an unfortunate 
portion of their population; and against which 
perils, as well as against the ordinary aggressions 
and piracies in peace, and much of the depreda- 
tions which may threaten us in war, the Navy, 
from the insular situation of the country as to the 
most of the world,.must always be regarded as 
our great safeguard. 

The facilities for the examination and repair of 
our vessels have been much increased the past 
year by the completion, in most respects, of the 
two dry-docks; and the expenses in refitting the 
classes of larger vessels will thereby become sen- 
sibly reduced, 

The present policy of ‘this Department is to 
launch no more vessels of the same size with those 
in ordinary until the latter are worn out. But it 
is proposed to build, from time to time, and pro- 
tect on the stocks till wanted, such new vessels ag 
Congress may authorize to be constructed, be- 
cause, in that condition, their timber will improve 
rather than decay, and the expense of taking care 
of them will be trifling compared with that of ves- 
sels in ordinary. This course has been adopted 
the past year with the Macedonian now building. 
It is recommended as sound policy that authority 
should be given to procure the frame for another 
sloop to be called the Levant, after the consort so 
gallantly captured with the Cyane; and the frame 
for another frigate to be called the Paul Jones, in 
grateful memory of one of the earliest, bravest, 
and most distinguished commanders in our naval 
service during the Revolution. The estimates for 
the purchase of these are submitted. Frames 
could not be bought for vessels of these names 
under any existing laws; and the timber, if pro- 
cured and seasoned, whether soon set up or not, 
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would become more valuable, being sheltered 
under either our present excellent sheds or ship- 
houses, and Jive-oak probably becoming scarcer 
and dearer as our southern fronuer is cieared for 
cultivation. ; 

The vessels in ordinary and on the stocks, as 
well as the frames for others in depot, have all 
been examined, and fourd to be in a good state of 
preservation, except a few of those in ordinary. 
Some of them‘ are defective by their long continu- 
ance afloat before being covered, some by their 
great age, and some by the original imperfection | 
of their timber. Those unworthy of being refitted 
are used at times for receiving ships; and the rest, 
as wanted, are placed in a proper state to go into 
commission for the relief of other vessels returning 
from long cruises and needing extensive repairs. 
As vessels afloat grow older, their repairs must of 
necessity become more expensive. The cost of 
all repairs of all our vessels the past year has 
been about $580,000. During the last ten years, | 
the repairs have been, on an average, about Í 
$500,000 annually. 

A table, showing the vessels in commission, with 
their commanders and stations, is submitted. (I) 
“The names and condition of those in ordinary and 
on the stocks may be seen in the documents an- 
nexed, (K, land 2.) Proceeding from the vessels 
to the materials used in their construction and | 
equipment, not much has occurred the past year 
deserving notice. Some additions of valuable and 
durable articles have bren made to our various 
stores on hand at the time-of my last annual re- 
port. All these stores, and especially the timber 
in the docks and under sheds, are in good condi- 
tion; and means have been taken to ascertain and 
supply any deficiency, in any article not perishable, 
which may be wanted for the building and perfect 
equipment of every vessel on the stocks, and every 
frame in depot. „As more timber may be needed, į 
or thought proper to be purchased in advance, our 
means for the supply of live-oak, it being the most 
important species, have been fully investigated and 


discussed in a special report to Congress from this į| 


Department daring the last session. Referring to 
that for-detailed information on this point, I would 
only add, that subsequent examinations in some of 
the then unfinished districts, have fully confirmed 
the impressions entertained concerning the great 
quantity of live-oak timber on portions of the pub- 
lic lands in those districts. In respect to the other 
kinds of timber needed in ship-building, the Gov- 
ernment has made little public provision; and 
doubts exist whether it willbe necessary to make 
any further public provision for its growth or pres- 
ervation while the prices continue so moderate, and 
the resources of the country in such timber are 
likely, for many years, to remain so very abundant. 

The erection of two new magazines, where none | 
before existed, is proposed the next season; and | 
an estimate for that purpose is submitted. (L.) 
Connected with this,a thorough inspection has 
been made notonly ofour present ordnance stores, 
but, as previously mentioned, of all our arms on | 
hand, with a view to the sale of such as are defect- 
ive or unsuitable, and to the procurement of what 
may be found necessary to produce uniformity, | 
and the greatest power in our future armaments. 
The usual sum of about $10,000 has been expend- 
ed for the purchase of suc ordnance and ordnance 
stores as the current wantsof the service required. 
The buying and manufacture of iron tanks for all 
our vessels in commission are in rapid progress | 
under the late appropriation for that purpose; and, 
should Congress sanction the making of our own 
cordage, as heretofore asked, and as now again 
proposed in the general estimates, the equipment 
of our vessels would soon become, throughout, 
all which the friends of the service could desire, 
for health, safety, efficiency, and national reputa- 
tion. 

After much deliberation, the Department has 
become convinced that the building or purchase of 
two store-ships for the Pacific station, to be used 
in the transportation and the preservation there of 
supplies of all kinds, would promote sound econ- | 
omy, and increase the comforts of our seamen. | 
An estimate for the procurement of one the ensu- | 
ing year, is sebmitted. (M.) Weare obliged to 
pay freight for these supplies, heavy duties either | 
on their being landed or reshipped, and large rent | 
for store-houses. 


H adv 


land strength of our 


The duties are a burden from !! 


which. we are almost. entirely exonerated under 
similar circumstances in other quartersof the world. 
The proposed measure would relieve us from 
them as well as the other charges; and the store- 


| ships, by goirg out and returning separately and 


alternately, would afford great facilities to ex- 
change or bring home invalid officers and seamen, 
without incurring the expense of their passages in | 
merchant vesseis from so distant a station. 

The consiruction of two or three smail steam- 
batieries, for reasons heretofore recommended, is 
still deemed highly important to our-future inter- 
ests; and too Jong delay in making further experi- 
| ments, and in acquiring farther science on this 
subject, in our naval service, may, on the sudden 
occurrence of hostilities, place us in a position 
' not a little mortifying to our pride, and hazardous 

to our welfare. i 

The different navy-yards are essential portions 
j of our naval establishment, connected with its 
materials, The condition of most of them has 
been improved the past year either by new build- 
ings for officers’ quarters, or new store-houses 
and timber-sheds, or new wharves and ciher con- 
veniences. 

The two dry-docks at the yards near Norfolk 
and Boston having been successfully completed 
in all essential particulars, the details on that sub- 
ject will be found in the report annexed, (N, 1, | 
2,and3) This report shows the whole expend- 
itures the last year not only on that subjéct, but 
on all others, under the head of gradual improve- 
ment. From the great advantages already real- 
ized in the ease and rapidity of repairs in vessels at 
the yards where these dry-docks are situated, I | 
am satisfied that others would be found very ben- | 
eficial. Surveys were formerly had fortwo more— | 
one at New York and one at Portsmouth; and a 
report in favor of these two was once made and 
approved in the House of Representatives. Much 
can be urged in favor of the former place, on ac- 


for repairs, stores, seamen, and workmen; and of 
the latter place, on account of the low price of 
labor, small cost of constructing a dock, and the 
easy access to it by vessels of all classes at all sea- 
sons of the year. 
neither, shall be selecied at this time, is submitted 


subject. ft must be obvious that the relative 
importance of different stations must undergo 
changes, as the capacities of different quarters of 
the country become more fully developed; and 
that some places, now employed as naval depots, 


war; while the positions of others, when that 
event may happen, will greatly increase their use- 
fulness. : 

Among the new places which, on such an occa- 
sion, if not earlier, the interest of the country may 


poses, will undoubtedly be Newport harbor on | 
the north; and one or more positions on the long 

range of coast to the south, between Norfolk and 

Pensacola. Whether the last selection should be į 
made near Charleston or Savannah,at Key West | 
or the Dry Tortugas—each of which possesses | 
| antages for such purposes — can be better | 
; decided when the time and circumstances occur ; 


count of its central position, and great resources | 


But whether one or both, or | 


to the proper authorities, on a review of the whole | 


can be of very little use on the occurrence of | 


require the Government to occupy for naval pur- |} 


| rendering immediate action necessary. 


| ‘Phe continuance of Pensacola as a naval station | 
| seems tc me judicious. This opinion arises not | 
| only from its convenient position as to the whole | 
Guif of Mexico, but its proximity to the mouths | 
of the Mississippi and Mobile rivers, whose grea 
and growing commerce is so amply entitled to the 
best protection. In the depth and size of its bay, : 
in the excellent defences of its mouth, inits healthy | 


cept the two highest classes, Pensacola has no 
prominent rival in that n 
respondence and documents annexed (O, 1 and 2) 
are submitted to aid yourself and Congress to judge | 
of the practicability and propriety of deepening the 

antrance to the bay, so as to admit vessels of the 
largest class. This, t ; 
at a small expense, compared with the importance 
of such a measure to the full operations of our į 
Navy on that coast, and to the greater security | 
southern maritime defences, 


The exchange of lands at the yard near New 


York, authorized at the last session of Congress, | 


| situation, in its easy access to all our vessels, ex- |) l 
|| before referred to. 
eighborhood. The cor- |; 


it is supposed, can be effected |, 


has been carried- into: effect. The’ controverted | 
claim of the heirs of Mr. Harris toa- part- óf the): 
navy-yard near Boston, has once been laid before: 


Congress; and a new action having been instituted: < 
by them against the commander of that-station; as’. 


will be seen by the letter annexed, such course: 
will be pursued in its defence as Co ‘gress may be 
pleased to direct. (P.) 5 p 

Some new pretensions have been setup to dif} 
ferent parcels of land included in -our possession 
and purchases at Norfolk; but their justice cannot’ 
be recognized on the facts known tothe Depart-* 
ment, and those making them have been informed: 
that no steps can be taken for their adjustment, 
unless the parties previously obtain the: sanction. 
of Congress, or a judgment in their favor: by the 
courts cf law. ; 

The expenditures on all the yards the last year, 
exclusive of the dry-docks, but including houses, 
sheds, stores, wharves, enclosures, workshops, 
marine barracks, and incidental labor, have beety 
abont $360,000. The expenditures on the dry- 
docks are chargeable to a distinct appropriation 
for gradual improvement, and were about $180,- 
000.: The other expendi'ures under the last head 
were about $150,000. (N, 1:). The estimates for 
the usual ebjects at the yards the ensuing: year 
are about the average amount for the last. two 
years. Besides those objects, they include. an 
extra sum towards the erection of rope-walks, in 
conformity with the plan adopted by Congress in 
1827; and yet the wholeamount requested towards 
these and all other improvements at all the yards, 
is only $354,000. 7 

Immediately connected with the subject of our 
yards, is that of our naval hospitals and the naval . 
asylum. Under the appropriations lately made 
by Congress rew hospitals have been commenced 


| near Pensacola, New York, and Boston, on re- 


tired and healthy sites, combining great conve- 
nience and beauty. The plans of these have been 
formed on a scale suited. only to the present wants 
of the service, but capable of easy and appropriate 
enlargement hereafter, whenever our necessities 
may requireit, An additional sum will be needed 
to finish them in the manner proposed, and to 
make further progress in the hospital before built 
at Norfolk. (Q.) . 

Such expenditures have been made the past 
year on the latter, from the general hospital fund, 
as could well be spared, and as the comforts of its 
inmates seemed most urgently to demand. This 
ig much larger than our present necessities re-. 
quire, and therefore it is not proposed to finish the 
whole interior of it. But the exterior of this hos- 
pital is now chiefly completed, and it has bécome 


| one of the most beautiful and useful public build- 


ings belonging to the Government. The naval 
asylum at Philadelphia’ has, been finished, and 
partly furnished; but it is much regretted that the 
Department has not been able to obtain a cession 
of jurisdiction over it without reservations that 
render the cession wholly nugatory. Besides re- 
taining the usual power in the State to execute 
criminal and civil process, the reservations subject 
it to, and it is actually burdened by, the assess- 
ment of large taxes which are paid fromthe hard 
earnings of our seamen, and an unlimited right is 
retained. to cut up the property by new streets. 
Further efforts are now making by the Department 
to obtain relief from these onerous taxes and lia- 
bilities, so disadvantageous, if not fatal, to the 
success of this public and charitable institution. 
Should these efforts fail, all the correspondence 
and documents in the case will be submitted, in 
order that such legislation may be had as the 
whole circumstances connected with the subject 


! ghall be thought to require. The general condition 


of the hospital fund may be seen in the statement 
(0,6) 

The ordinary purchases of medicines and sur- 
gical instruments for use in hospitals and yards, 
and in vessels afloat, are included under a specific 
appropriation, and are abbut $35,000 yearly. | The 
pay and subsistence of the surgeons and assistant 
surgeons attached to the hospitals are provided for 
under the general appropriation for Navy officers. 
The other annual expenses of our hospital estab- 
lishment, independent of buildings, farniture, and 
repairs, are about $1,000. These are defrayed 
wholly from assessments on the seamen and offi- 
cers. From the same quarter come all other 
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, resources for the establishment, with the exception 
of ‘such appropriations as Congress have made 
from time to time, to aid in erecting and furnishing 
buildings. “These last ‘appropriations bave been 
made but-seldom,; and. have, within ten years, | 
amounted to asum which would be oñ an average, | 
about $22,150 annually; and for the same purposes, 
during that period, the fand has furnished, from 
its annual increase and former accumulations, 
about $45,000 annually. Should Congress grant 
what is now ‘asked, more. will probably not be 
wanted for many years. Inimmediate connection 
with the yards, hospitals, and other real estate be- | 

‘longing to our naval establishment, is the live-oak | 
plantation. Being situated only seven miles from 
our most southern yard, it has the past year been 
placed under the same general superintendence. 
The purchase of the land, and the cutting and re- i 
‘moval of the underwood and common timber from | 
about 200 acres of the plantation, had been accom- 
plished before the charge of this Department was 
placedin my hands. It seemed to me judicious 
in that state of things to attempt to preserve any || 
benefits already attained, or fairly anticipated, by |í 

` continuing to destroy a few years longer the an- 
nual growth of other wood injurious to the young 
live-oak trees, to trim and train the thriftiest new |; 
ones appearing, and to employ merely the leisure |; 
of the hands so engaged in extending this process 
to more of the land. From 200 acres of land, and 
22,000 live-oak trees to which, in 1829, the above 
system had been applied, it has, since 1831, been 
so continued and extended, that the nursery has 
become enlarged to 225 acres, and includes’ over 
60,000 trees. ‘The expense attending this has been 
about $1,200 a year; but should any considerable 
portion of the trees ever reach maturity, and attain 
» size suitable for ship building, the Government 
will be amply repaid. As the trees grow larger, 
the annual expense concerning the same number 
will rapidly diminish. Doubts exist whether some 
of them, from the poverty of the soil, and their ap- 
parently dwarfish character, will ever attain a val- 

, Uable size. But it is now too early for forming a 
decisive opinion on the extent to which the opera- 
tion of these causes may affect the whole planta- 
tion, and, under existing circumstances, sound 
policy appears to require that the experiment, hav- 
Ing gone so far, should beallowed a further and full 
trial, The nearness of the plantation to the Pen- 
sacola yard, and to water transportation, enhances 
much the value of any timber it may produce. 
Lately I have not only placed this land under the 
superintendence of the commander of that yard, 
but required his particular and constant vigilance 
over the live-oak reservations in all that region of || 
country. The whole agencies heretofore connected | 
with our live-oak have, as before suggested, been | 
discontinued; all the districts, except small portions | 
of two, having been explored as fully as is deemed | 
useful till the surveys of the land into townships 
and sections shall be completed. Fastasthey may | 
be completed, arrangements have been made for 
additional reservations of public land on which 
live-oak has been’ ascertained to abound, and the {i 
prospect of a sufficient supply of that kind of tim- | 
ber in future is flattering, if that on private lands, 
as these are wanted to be cleared for cultivation, 
be from time to time purchased at moderate prices, 
and placed in depot for the frames of vessels spe- 
cially authorized, or collected under the head of 
gradual improvement. On this whole subject I; 

ave so recently, at such length, submitted to Con- || 
gress the views of this Department, that further 
observations here are not deemed necessary. [See 
report on live-oak to the House of Representatives || 
December 14, 1822 } i 
Some miscellaneous matters connected with the 
Navy deservesa brief notice. Theusual attention | 
has been bestowed on the suppression of the slave 
trade. The colony of Liberia has been visited by: 
the schooner Porpoise while in pursuit of a pirat- | 
ical vessel, and which vessel, itis gratifying to add, 
is supposed to have been since cuptured by a Brit- 
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ish brig, and her criminal career terminated, near |! 
the Island of St. Thomas, on the coast of Africa. |! 
One half of the usual appropriation on the subject |} 
of the slave trade will probably be sufficient for the || 
ensuing year, as may be seen by the state of the 
account herewith submitted. f 

The renewal of an appropriation for the relief 
of Alexander Claxton, made in May, 1830, has | 


become necessary, in consequence of its having 
been transferred to the surplus fund before all the 
persons entitled to it were able to procure the 
necessary vouchers. 

The proceedings of the board, appointed under 
a resolution of Congress, to revise the naval regu- 
lations, will be soon submitted in a separate re- 
port. 

The survey of our sea-coast having been placed 
in charge of the Treasury Department, it is not in 
my power, officially, to state its progress; but 
officers have been detailed, and all available facili- 
ties provided, whenever the wishes of those su- 
perintending the subject have been communica- 
ted. 

Some expenses, under the contingentappropria- 
tion for enumerated objects, have not been included 
under any of the amounts already mentioned, but 
they belong to courts-martial, to pilotage of ves- 
sels, to transportation of materials, to the purchase 
of charts and books, and various other small items, 


| forming an aggregate of about $80,000. 


On a review of the whole affairs of this Depart- 
ment it appears that its expenditures on all naval 
subjects the past year have been somewhat less 
than four millions of dollars. It will be seen how 
this result compares with former periods by ad- 
verting to the fact that, during the last twenty 
years, these expenditures, except during five years 
of that time, have never fallen so low as three mil- 
lions; and, except during six years of that time, 
have never exceeded four millions. . 

The whole estimates made the past year for the 


| general wants of what is technically considered the 
| Navy, were only $3,176,766. Those for the year 


previous were $3,227,383. Those forthe present 
year are $3,292,224. (S,1to8.) Butitis to be 
remembered that, under the head of naval expend- 
itures, besides whatis paid from the amount voted 
on the annual naval estimates, it is customary to 
class what is paid from half a million appropriated 
for a term of years to gradual improvement, al- 
most $200,000 for the marine corps; the pay- 
ments from the navy pension, hospital, and pri- 
vateer pension funds, and several miscellaneous 
sums voted by Congress on motions, resolutions, 
and petitions, and part of which sums, though 
charged under this head, have little or no concern 
with our naval establishment. On the contrary, 
some of the expenses connected with the adminis- 
tration of the Departmentat this place are included 
in the general appropriation bills for the support 
of Government, and are not usually classed under 
the head of naval expenditures. 

It is a high gratification to be able to state that, 
since 1827, nearly half a million a year has been 
disbursed for gradual improvement; that within 
ten years a larger number than formerly of seamen 
and officers, with increased pay for four classes of 
the latter, have been maintained; very great and 


| valuable improvements, besides the dry-docks, 


have been begunand accomplished at many of the 


: yards, and our force in commission considerably 


augmented; and yet that all our ordinary naval 
expenditures are, and probably can be, kept within 
four millions of dollars annually. 

The smaller appropriations originally made for 
the Navy served to maintain the few officers and 
seamen then employed, and supplied us with sev- 
eral fine vessels, four of which are still in exist- 
ence. The subsequent appropriations on a more 
extended scale, besides supporting the current 
expenses of our force in its infancy, furnished the 


| purchase money for. most of our present yards, 


and defrayed the expenses of our brilliant hostili- 


ties with France, and afterwards with Tripoli, till, |i 
|| a few years of comparative inactivity having en- 


sued, the commencement and progress of the last 
war with England led to a great addition to the 
naval establishment, and to expenditures much 
larger than at present. The liberal appropriations 


that were continued for some years after that war | 


aided in Jaying a good foundation for the gradual 


! increase of the Navy, and helped to build not only 


many of the vessels now in commission and or- 


dinary, but most of those upon the stocks. The | 


appropriations for some years past have been sim- 
ilar in amount, and have enabled the Department 


| to enlarge its policy and widen the sphere of its 


operations. Besides building some additional ves- 
sels, and defraying all the current expenses of -an 
increased force, both personal and materjal, it has 


been able to erect hospitals, to construct dry-docks, 
to improve greatly the old yards, to add and main- 
tain a new one on our southern frontier, and to 
collect in depot a large amount of valuabie stores 
as a part òf the due preparation in peace for the 
various contingencies of war. With a careful 
regard to system and economy, and with strict 
accountability in agents and officers, this policy 
can long be pursued and extended without making 
the ordinary annual demands for this branch of the 
service often exceed four millions; and if, without 
essential changes by Congress increasing our 
present expenses, and without any unforeseen 
ang extraordinary wants, our fiscal operations 
can usually be confined within that amount yearly, 
it is confidently hoped the naval establishment will 
| not be considered wasteful or burdensome beyond 
its benefits to the country. 

In disbursing between three and four millions 
the past year it isnot known that a single instance 
of any loss has occurred. 

The balances on hand unexpended are about 
| $1,400,000; but ‘most of them will probably be 
wanted to close the different accounts on all the 
different subjects when finally adjusted. 

Connected with our financial concerns is one 
other circumstance of urgent importance. The 
period of time at which the annual appropriations 
for this branch of the service are usually made is 
a source of great inconvenience and injury. 

The estimates and appropriations are known 
generally not to extend beyond the current year. 
| Consequently, it happens that after the Ist of Jan- 
uary, there is nothing on hand under some heads 
| to meet the daily demands of the service, amount- 
ing, on an average, to $10,000 per day, unlessa 
new appropriation has been made, or there hap- 
pens to be some balances of the former year not 
called for. Under some heads such balances al- 
ways exist, because some disbursements, by means 
of absence, distance, and other causes, are not 
completed within the year. But they seldom exist 
under other important heads; and ought not to, if 
the accounts are seasonably settled, and the esti- 
mates were accurate, and the appropriations, as is 
usual, conform to the estimates. The power now 
vested in the President to transfer a balance from 
one appropriation to another, is confined to certain 
classes of claims small in amount; and hence, as 
| to ail others, no transfer can legally be made, and 
j if no balance remain at the end of the year, and 
the new naval appropriation bills have not passed, 
payment is entirely stopped, or the whole opera- 
tions of this Department dependent on them are 
suspended. Considering how large a part of these 
| operations and of our expenditures necessarily 
takes place in distant quarters of the world, it will 
be seen that the embarrassment in this branch of 
the service must often be peculiar and aggravated. 
In the case of bills of exchange drawn abroad 
chargeable to appropriations already exhausted, 
the public faith, under the above circumstances, is 
sometimes in danger of being violated, our credit 
in foreign countries becomes injured, and the 
Treasury, as actually happened during the last 
winter, is exposed to large losses if. the holders 
choose to resort to protests and claims for the 
mercantile rate of damages. 

Under the present system of passing so late the 
naval appropriation bills, it happens that, unless 
money voted under one head is without authority 
as was once the practice applied under other heads, 
this unfortunate condition continues every short 
session of Congress about two months, and every 
| 


long session about four months. It can easily be 
| remedied in two methods: one of them isto make, 
previous to the lst of January, new appropriations 
fora quarter or half of the year towards all perma- 
nent objects. By limiting them to sucha time and 
to such objects, and by taking the estimates of the. 
former year as a guide, no inconvenience will in- 
terpose, and no error can occur which may not be 
readily corrected when the residue of the appropria- 
tions for the whole year is voted at a later period 
in the session. Another mode-is to authorize the 
President to make necessary transfers from one 
head to another, in all cases where the new naval 
appropriation bills do not pass by the commence- 
ment of the year, and to require from him a report 
to Congress of the amount and causes of such 
transfers. If the authority be thus restricted, it is 


difficult to discover any danger likely to result from 


1833. 


its exercise; and it is believed that the surplus of 
balances on hand under come of the appropriations 
would usually prove sufficient tosupply the wants 
under others. The detail and earnestness with 
which legislation on this subject is now urged, 
must find their excuse in my strong convictions 
that no measure whatever, requiring like this no 
increased expenditures, could be more conducive 
to the reputation and efficient operations of our 
naval establishment. 

Thus, sir, under an examination of its central 
administration, of its personal, or civil and Navy 
list, of its materials, with the appurtenants there- 
to, and of its miscéllaneous concerns, I have sub- 
mitted a review of all its transactions and expend- 
itures, during the past year, that possess any 
great degree of importance. This has been ac- 


companied by suggestions for such improvements | 


as observation and reflection have convinced me 
might be useful; and should they meet with the 
approbation of yourself and Congress, I look for- 
ward with confidence to a long continuance of 
prosperity in the affairs connected with this De- 


partment. 
With great respect, 
Yours, &c., 
LEVI WOODBURY. 


REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GEN- 
ERA 


GENERAL Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
November 30, 1833. 


To the President of the United States: 

Sır: When, in 1829, the functions of this De- 
partment devolved upon me, the annual transpor- 
tation of the mail amounted to 13,700,000 miles. 
The contracts then in existence, with the other 
expenses of the Department, had, within the year 
ending the 30ih of June, 1829, diminished its sur- 

` plus revenue $101,256 03, and those contracts 
were still in force from one to four years in pros- 
ect, 


The average expense of transporting the mail 
in 1833 is seven cents and fifty-seven hundredths 
of a cent. per mile; making a difference in. the 
rate per mile of eighty-three hundredths of a 
cent, equal, for the whole service, to $222,892 22 
per. year less, in proportion to the service per- 
formed, than the expense of transportation in 
1829, besides a great increase in expedition be- 
tween the principal commercial cities, and a much 
greater proportion of the whole performed in 
stages. 

After carrying into effect.the law of the last 
Congress establishing new mail routes, the present 
length of railroads in the United States amounts 
to 119,916 miles, viz: 


Miles. 

In Maine... ... cece eee ee cere eesees 3,824 
New Hampshire.......-.-2ee000 2,460 
Vermont.....seccccccsececceseee Boal 
-Massachusetts...ecccsscesecessee 4,845 
Rhode Island......ssesececceeees 491 
Connecticut....ccccccecescceeese 2,701 


New York... cc csccceccccecsseee 13,256 
New Jersey...csscccceccrevesees 1,961 
Pennsylvania......seeeeessseeeee 11,010 
Delaware....ccccccccrecsceccese 494 
Maryland......sesseeerseeserses 2,102 
Virginia... cee scecesecesceeeces 10,588 


€ North Carolina. .....--.ees0e++++ 6,850 
South Carolina. ........2.eeec00- 4,516 
Georgia e... oo : 5,274 
Florida....ssseccsceecseseeeesese 1,131 
Alabama. .cccccsseccecccessccees 4,433 
Mississippi... ...secceeesseseeeee 2,462 
Louisiana.. s.s. .sssessseseseseee 1,462 
ArKansasS.ceccccccececrececesese 2,309 
Tennessee sessssessssesesoeseeee 6,761 
Kentucky... .scsesececeereeceeee 5,993 
Ohio cece esses cccrcccsccccccees 8,977 
Michigan ...ccesesesereeesecees 1,495 
Indiana... ....cseee esse ce eeee ees 5,361 
Tllinois... 0. cece es eeeceesevececee 4,459 
Missouri... .cccccescessesecscees 170 


to enter to the credit. of.a contractor, nor to charge. : 
to the account. of transportation, the expense: of. 


signed his‘contract and bond,-and returned -them 
to the Department with proper security, though the... 
service may have been regularly performed, and, 
in many instances, the moneys: actually paide ott: > 
has sometimes happened that contracts of the great-.. 
est magnitude have, from various causes, remained 
i for more than a year unreturned. {n such: cases, 
though the expenses have been incurred, they do 
notappear in thetrangportation account;andthough 
the moneys may have been paid to the contractors, 
they stand on the books as balances. to that amount 
due from them to the Department, constituting a 
part of its surplus fund, when, in fact, they consti- 
tute a part of the actual expense incurred for the 
transportation of the mail. The consequence has 
been, that the expenses for transporting the mail 
within any given period of time, as shown in the 
accounts, and reported annually through the Ex- 
ecutive, have been always calculated to exhibit.an 
amount considerably less than what has. actually 
been incurred. This is an imperfection not of: 
recent origin, but one which appears to have been 
coexistent with the Department. When the num- 
ber of contracts was few, and the surplus revenue 
bore a large ratio.to its whole annual amount, the 
effect was unimportant; but ih the increased num- 
ber of mail routes, and the diminution of its..sur- 
plus revenue, it was calculated to produce serious 
inconvenience. From the statements growing out. 
of this system, thus illusory in their results, to~: 
gether with the great expense of carrying ‘into 
effect the law of the last Congress establishing new 
mail routes, and a disposition to gratify the wishes 
of the public in the improvement of mail facilities, 
I was led to carry those improvements to an extent 
which it was found the resources of the Department 
would not well sustain. When the inconvenience 
was felt, the cause was carefully investigated, and 
the following result was disclosed. Prompt direc- 
tions were given for the correction of the error in 
future. It is not possible to determine, to an exact 


carrying the mail on his. route, till after he had: 


The surplus available revenue had been reduced € t 
to the nominal amount of.. sess.. .. .$230,849 07 Total.. .esessesesesee eee. .119,916 certainty, the whole expense incurred for trans- 
But it has subsequently been ascer- == adh pres wiran any recent period; becausa it 
tained that there had been expenses Over these roads, the annual transportation of || W} often eke t oe a hinenere Tie Res 
incurred for transportation performed the mail on the first of July last, was necessary, even for the fulfilment of existing laws, 
prior to the Ist of July, 1829, which phe marv on he aes | the expense of which, for want of proper evidenci 
were not embraced in that account, to > In lOn horse must be reserved for subsequent adjustment, and 
the amount Ofssssesesseeseseseeese 64,248 76 In stages. | steam- back and] Total. || SO come Into the account for a later period than 
boats. jin sulkys. that in which the services were performed. But 
which reduced the real surplus to....g166,600 31 || ~~~ Miles. | Miles.| Mites. | Miles. these variations are of an inconsiderable amount 
The annual transportation of the mail was, on || In Maine......... 708,184 TEA 267,010] 978,522 compared with the differences resulting from the 
the Ist of July, 1833, 26,854,485 miles. New Hampshire} 622,238] - 111,854] 734,092 || system heretofore observed. : 
at of th ti f the Vermont.......| 634,666 | ~ 106.260 | 740,926 On the 30th of June, 1829, which was the close . 
The annual amount of the transportation o a r s 
mail in stages and steamboats, on the Ist of July, ee ag etic 23,712 ETA each of the first quarter in which I had assumed the 
g hode Fsiand... a . e 
1829, was 6,507,818 miles, Connecticut. ...| 598,987 | 17.876) 175,608 791971 D o eal fi Galea the expenses whic 
The annual amount of the transportation of the New York.....| 3,053,558 [155,339] 854,937 | 4,063,834 |j had been ineur g | 
ili $ i New Jersey....| 548,330] - 100,840 | 649,170 |! $64,248 76 more than the amount stated in m 
mail in steges and eteambonte, on the 1atof July» T: pennapivanis «| Sale |== a a SiT on i, d 
aS 10,94%, 1 ts A Delaware.. ... f 2 - 17,264 ; 7 2 
The ex pense of transporting the mail for the | Maryland ‘| 595,799 58.380! 161,588 | 805,760 On the Ist day of July, 1832, the day to which 
in he 30th of j “1829 $1,153,- || Virgi 1.977846 | 88500. 778.996 | 2,145,252 || my last report reaches, there was stated to bea 
ar oUt: u x was HoT irgima.. s.es $ c 8,901 A 9a | l , e 
Hari aS pre : ee | Norin Carolina. ’899'413 15,288) 427,076 1,271,179 ii surplus of available funds, after defraying all the 
yee : : j ina. 58,524 * 5,9 z r 
T'he expense of transporting the mail for the | pts Nolan Sego) l | 4987626 | £66638 || EXPenses of the Department up to thar aay, of n 
-year ending 30th of June, 1833, was $1,894,688 08. ||  Florida.:......} 47,112 | 41.600! 86.612| 175,324 , x h $202, 
The gross amount of postages, constituting the || Alabama.......| 429009 96,360, 353,652 $19.990 It m however, now mata ie that 
| Mississippi.» »» 002 -_ į 282,75 113 the expenses incurred for trans- 
renun A 5 eae at Sendo mt i Louisiana aang 48,516 | 15,704 156,676 pia Sortation which had actually been 
ending 30th of June, lox 2. i kans el oot - 231,556 | 231.55 . 
í postages for the year | Teenie 513,453 I | 502320 | 1,015,773 || performed prior to the Ist July, 
The gross amount of postag year || Tenne | : 
ending 30th of June, 1833 was $2 616,538 27. i Kentucky.»....| _ 628,072 | 45,009) 540,240 | 1,213,312 1832, beyond the amount stated in 
T'he incidental exp >of the Department for || Uhio..+--+- "7] 1,216,801 | 475150, 618,190 | 1,882,141 || that report, were...esseeeeee+. 205,656 07 
Se cate Si SET 3 || Michigan neee] 144 052| | £9,512 | 234.464 || So that, instead of a surplus on that 
the year ending 30th of June, 1829, amounted to i| Jngiana........| 196,268 | 21,000, 487,814) 705,082 ji , ‘ p i 
$69,249 08. || Dinois..s. 2...) 236,522; - | 293278) 529800 | day, the Department was actually 
The incidental expenses of the Department for || Missouri. .-..-. | 79,508 | -~ | 184,184) 263,692 | dented, neues A seh 
i i f June, 1833, amounted to | a ea aslerear: Zane 2, beyc not 
Wor pene 30th of June, 3, amou o 1 Total...+++++|17,698,889 (628,737,8,531,909 26,854,485 | of its available funds, admitting 
; . . : it en ~ hould 
i $ the United St if E that no losses of postages shou 
Thonumberofpostofees Neie Tnne aes ‘| Theincreaseof transportation from the Ist July, tevatiataineds rs araia asia iaie 


2,844 67 


on the 1st of July, 1829, was 8,004. i 
On the Ist of Joly, 1832, the number of post || 1832, to the Ist July, 1833, has been— 
7 In Stages.. essees. ereere e e 1,471,096 miles. 


offices in the United States was 10,127. | i 

The increase of the annual transportation of the ;| In steamboats... -+++-++++s 129,436 s 
mail within the four years ending the 30th June, ; On horse-back and in sulkys, 1,628,932 
1833, is 13,154,485 miles, nearly equal to the 
whole amount of tranepontanon in pa: 

The increase of the annual amount of postages ; r. 
Sin the same period is $909,119 S5, and Sie | The method in which the accounts of the ex- 
whole amount is more than the double of what it l penses of transporting the mail have always been 
was in 1825 h kept in this Department, has led to a misappre- 

The average expense of transporting the mail i| hension of the means of extending improvemen 
in 1829 was eight cents and four tenths of a cent || in mail facilities. It appears from the e iest 
per mile. | records of the Department to have been a rule not 


The gross amount of postages for 
the year ending the 30th June, 
1832, WAS... wee ee sense eee rece 2,208,570 17 

The gross amount of postages for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 

1933, WAS..ecerececececeerce ce 2,616,538 27 


t6 


Making, together......-- 3,299,464 


Making an increase for the year over 


the former year Of... ssecseeeee $357,968 10 


_——— 


The net proceeds of postages, after deducting 
commissions to postmasters and. the contingent 


32 


me 


expenses of their offices, for the year ending | beyond its revenues at once showed the necessity | enue 
: 30th June, 1932, was........05 + $1,543,098 49 cae Ane oly ee merne of | of the United States in general, and not 
For th r ending June 30, 1833 | doing this was the withdrawal of some of the im- pa ; . at ta ? wks 
‘it wae. mere ie eS ome: ” 1,790,254 65 provements which had been made, and on such |i e advantage of any State in partic 
ular ? 


Making an increase of. net proceeds 


for the year, Of. 6. eeecees yesees $247,156 16 | 


The expenses of the Department, incurred for 
the year- ending June 30, 1833, were as follows, 
viz: : 
Compensation to postmasters,includ- 

ing the contingent expenses of 

their offices-— 

3d quarter, 1832... .§202,431 26 

Ath quarter, 1832.... 200,151 51 

Ist quarter, 1833.... 214,935 50 

2d quarter, 1833.... 208,765 35 


. $826,283 62 

Transportation of the mail— : 

-3d quarter, 1832... .$435,892 95 

Ath quarter, 1832.... 441,183 Ul 

Ist quarter, 1833.... 499,185 96° 

2d: quarter, 1833.... 518,426 16 

1,894,688 08 
87,701 61 


Incidental expenses for the year.... 
Making together 2,808,673 31 
The gross amount of postages for the 
same period was- 


į routes as would be least injurious to the public, and | 


least prejudicial to the revenues of the Department. 
This has been done with great care and atten- 

tion to these two points. 

| The reductions have been directed on the trans- 
pertation to take effect from the ist of January 
next, to the annual amount of........§202,370 

The contracts have been renewed for the 
southwestern section, comprising the 
States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois, 
and Indiana, and the Territory of Ar- 
kansas, with a greater amount of im- 
provements than curtails, at an annual 


In making these retrenchments many of the 
principal contractors who were to be affected by 
them, seeing the necessity which induced the meas- 
ure, have readily declared their cordial acquies- 
cence in it, and, with a patriotic spirit beconfing 
their character, have shown a determination to sus- 


8d quarter, 1832....$642.689 22 
4th quarter, 1832.... 630,464 47 
Ist quarter, 1833.... 673 957 67 
2d quarter, 1833.... 669,426 91 
m 2,616,538 27 


Leaving a deficit of......... 192,135 04 
Add to this sum paid into the Treas- 
: ury by irregular deposites, having 
been placed by the receiving oficer 
to the credit of that Department 


instead of this. sssseseoseserese 228 69 
The balance due by the Department 

on the Ist July, 1832, as above 

BALE ee eesececeveveccvevcuces 2,844 67 


And the Department was indebted on 

the Ist July, 1833, beyond the 

amount of available balances due 
to it, in the sum Of.....eeese0+- 195,208 40 
=== 


The annual expense of transporting 

the mail under existing contracts, 

with all their improvements, is.. «2,083,289 42 
The incidental expenses of the De- 

partment, estimated at........+. 90,000 00 


Making the aggregate expense for a 
vent ee ce, nee +o -2,123,289 42 | 
The net proceeds of postages for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1833, 
amounted to......$1,790,254 65 
Thenet increase for that 
+ year over the preced- 
ing. year, and which 
may be safely estima- 
ted as ċontinuing, was 247,156 16 


Making the net revenue for the cur- 
PEDE YEA vee eee eere ences wee os e 2037,410 8I 


Leaving a deficit of.........0c005 

The former method of keeping the accounts of 
the expenses of transportation would have left out 
of this report expenses for transportation, as if 
they had not been incurred, because not entered 
under their proper dates, the sum of $91,658 82, 
viz: 


K PARERE E SE $22,294 44 
For services performed during 3d quar- 
tery 1832... ccc cece cence eceas see 9,420 50 
ss 4th quarter, 1839..,... 9,932 21 
ee Ist quarter, 1833...... 22 872 70! 
ie 2d quarter, 1833...... 27,138 97 
Making, together................. $91,658 82 


This, had the imperfection of- that system re- 
mained unobserved, would have made the Depart- 
ment appear to be less indebted, by that amount, | 


» 85,878 61 | 


tain the Department, as a paramount object, at any 
sacrifices which it may require on their part. 

After the reduction shall take effect, the annual 
transportation of the mail will still be 25,527,957 
miles, viz: 


in /On horse 
Tn stages. | steam [back and} Total. _ 
boats, jin sulkys. 
In Maine......... 635,402 | 3,328! 271,274| 910,004 
<- New Hampshire! 622,238 = 111,54 734,092 
Vermont. asana, 636,122} ` 104,076 | 740,198 
Massachuretts .| 1,553,248 23,712} 145,229 | 1,722,189 
Rhode Island... 988]. ~ 16,692 | 134,680 
Connecticut. ...| 587,739 | 17,376! 175,608] 780,723 
New York... ..| 2,982,658 [155,3.9] 884,829 | 4,022,206 
New Jersey....| 517,854 ` 100,840 | 618,694 
Pennsy Ivania...| 2,080,929 | - 764,329 | 2,845,258 
Delaware...... 104,010] - 17,264! 121,274 
Maryland...... 570,726 | 58,380] 161,588] 790,694 
Virginia. ...... 1,044,246 | 46,900] 778,90% | 1,870,052 
North Curolina,| 733,423 | 15,288) 413,660 { 1,162,371 
South Carolina.! 602,256 - 275,548 | 877,804 
Georgia........ 278,024 - 8626 j 
Florida.... 47,112} 41,600) L R 
Alabama... 429,978 | 96,360 
Mississippi. 78,002 - K 
Louisiana.. 48,516 15,704 20, 
Arkansas .., - - A 
Tenne<see.. 513,452 - i 5 
+} 586,992 | 45,000; 526,824 | 1,158,816 
1,005,369 | 57,150) 617,358 | 1,669,877 
112,688 - 97,416 | 209.504 
196.268 | 21,000} 487,814) 705.082 
6,522 - 293,278] 529,800 
79,508 - 184,184] 263,692 
16,400,651 |587,137/8,540,169 [25,527,957 


Thus it will appear that but a part of the im- 
provements will be withdrawn to enable the De- 
partment still to rely exclusively on its own 
resources, as the annual transportation will still 
be, after the Ist January next, 1,902,936 miles 
Wore than it was on the Ist July, 1832. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, W. T. BARRY. 


From the American Sentinel. 
THE LAND BILL. 

The President’s veto on thisbill (which 
| we published in the Sentinel of yesterday) 
| will satisfy every disinterested mind in the 
community. The sketch given of the 
first put in possession of these lands is in- 
teresting and judicious, and demonstrates 
| that they had originally been ceded specifi- 
ally to pay the debt created by the rev- 


|| olutionary war, and as a source of revenue, 


| evidently, therefore, intended to constitute 
|an integral part of the national income. 


SAVING Of... .. cece cece we cence e.s.. 71,893 | 
Making, together, an annual retrench- 
| mentin the expenses of the Department 
| Ofevsisae ote veineedh See's deve elses se $274,263 


l the Union to a conte 


manner whereby the United States were | 


If the revenue were thus despoiled 
or defalcated by applying the resourees 
arising from these public lands to any 
other purposes than that of supporting the 
General Government of the Union, would 
not the deficit thence. arising compel an 
impost of another kind for a supply or 
,succedancum? How, then, could it be 
| for the advantage of any State or States, 
not desiring a fraudulent preference, to 
! seek to despoil the general revenue in one 
branch which must be compensated by 
| some other means? And is not the’ rev- 
| enue arising from public lands less op- 


i 
i 
i 
{ 
H 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 


i pressive in its being levied than almost 


| any other accessible source of revenue? 
| But what right has‘any State to expect or 
| demand a bonus or dividend of the net 
| proceeds of the public lands revenue, 
i which is joint, not individual, property 2 
| Even if a dividend were effected for a 
i short period for specific purposes of im- 
j provement in some States, would that 
alienation or dividend be constitutional, or 
would it be expedient, since unfortunately 
expediency, not integrity or justice, has 
become the order of the day? 

No: let the revenue of the public lands 
form an unalienable portion of the revenue . 
of the General Government; and let us 
not degenerate into the absurd practice of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul; fur though our 
| revenue in this year isin happily flourish- 
i ing condition, we cannot hope for the same 
sarplus funds in any subsequent year, 
| when the income arising from the reduced 
i scale of tariff duties will inevitably de- 
crease those funds. So that it is much 
| better, being thus forewarned and fore- 


| armed, to maintain the fidelity ofthe general 


revenue; to apportion the surplus funds 
to meet the likely demands hereafter of 
the General Government; and thus to ob- 
viate the necessity of again resorting to an 
excessive and oppressive increase in the 
| tariff daties—which has already alienated 
the affections of many portions of the 
| Union, exposed the integrity of Congress 
i to plausible suspicion, and the integrity of 
mplated rupture. 

There have been two or three fires in the 
city lately, but the firemen put them out 
so quick that we could learn nothing about 
them. In no city in the world, we wil! 
venture to say, does there exist a fire 
department so well drilled or so active as 
that of Cincinnati. There is no chanee 
for a fire when they take it in hands. We - 
shrewdly suspect that they could have ex- 
tinguished the late meteoric phenomenon, 
if they had tried it— Cincinnati Rep. 


Governor Hayne, in his message to the 
Legislature of South Carolina, complams, 
iin the same sentence, of the removal of 
the rufian Randolph and of the late Scc- 
retary of the Treasury. Mr. Duane must 


| Can the income thus devoted to a special 


than what it is in reality. 
This discovery of the excess of expenditures 


‘ purpose be alienated in good faith? Is 


| feel himself highly complimented by the 
association. Albany Argus. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpvayr, December 16, 1833. 


The VICE PRESIDENT of the United States 
appeared, was conducted to the chair by the 
PRESIDENT pro tem., and upon calling the 
Senate to order, delivered the following address: 

Sewarors: In entering upon the duties of the 
station to which I have been called by the people, 
deference to you and justice to myself, require 
that I should forestall expectations which might 
otherwise be disappointed. Although for many 
years heretofore a member of the Senate, I regret 
that I should not have acquired that knowledge of 
the particular order of its proceedings which might 
naturally be expected. Unfortunately for me, in 
respect to my present condition, I ever found those 
at hand who had more correctly appreciated this 
important branch of their duties, and on whose 
opinions, as to points of order, I could at all times 
safely rely. This remissness will doubtless, for a 
season, cause me no small degree of embarrass- 
ment. So far, however, as unremittél exertions 
on my part, and a proper respect for the advice of 
those who are better informed than “myself can 
avail, this deficiency will be remedied as speedily 
as possible; and I feel persuaded that the Senate, 
in the mean time, will extend to me a considerate 
indulgence: ` 

But however wanting I may be, for the time, in 

. a thorough knowledge of the technical duties of 
the Chair, I entertain, I humbly hope, a deep and 
solemn conviction of its high moral obligations. 1 
am well aware that he who occupies it is bound 
to cherish towards the members of the body over 
which he presides no other feelings than those of 
justice and courtesy—to regard them all as stand- 
iné upon an honorable equality—to apply the rules 
established by themselves for their own govern- 
ment with impartiality, and to use whatever 
authority he possesses, in the manner best calcu- 
lated to protect the rights, to respect the feelings, 
and to guard the reoutations of all who may be 
affected by its exercise. 

Itis no disparagement to any other branch of 
the Governmentto say that there is none in which 
the Constitution devolves such extensive powers 
ag it does upon the Senate. There is scarcely an 
exercise of constitutional authority in which it 
does not mediately or immediately participate; it 
forms an important, and, in some respects, un in- 
dispensable part of each of the three great depart- 
ments—executive, legislative, and judicial, and 
is, moreover, the body in which is made effectual 
that share of power in the Federal organization so 
wisely allowed to the respective State sovereign- 
ties. ` ; 

Invested with such august powers, so judiciously 
restricted, and so safely adapted to the purposes 
of good government, ìt is no wonder that the Sen- 
ate is regarded by the people of the United States 
as one of the best features in what they, at least, 
consider to be the wisest, the freest, and happiest 
political system in the world. In fervent wishes 
that it may long continue to beso regarded, and in 
a conviction of the importance of order, propriety, 
and regularity in its proceedings, we must all con- 
eur. It shall bean object of my highest ambition, 
Senators, to join with you, as far as in me lies, in 
effecting those desirable objects, and in endeavor- 
ing to realize the expectation formed of this body 
at the adoption of the Constitution, and ever since 
confidently cherished, that it would exercise the 
most efficient influence in upholding the Federal 
system, and in perpetuating what is at once the 
foundation and the safeguard of our country’s 
welfare—the union of the States. 

Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Lewis F. Linn, appointed by the Governor 
a Senator from the State of Missouri to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of the Hon. 
A. Buckner. 

Mr. Liny attended, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

The Hon. Sauven McKean, Senator elect from 


3 


| their order. 


| the other committees is as follows: 


| Wright, 18. 


| 25 votes, and Mr. Rives, 18. Mr. Southard chosen. 


i Mr. Brown il. 


Pennsylvania, appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. > 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the memorial from the Government directdts 
of the Bank of the United States; which, on motion 
of Mr. WEBSTER, was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. r 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before. the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, | 
enclosing a report of the. disbursement of the con- 
tingent fund for the Navy Department for the last 
year; which was laid on the table. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the standing order to be the election of the stand- 
ing committees, the Senate proceeded to that duty. 

For chairman of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations— 

Mr. Wiens received, on the 2d ballot, 26 votes; | 
Mr. Forsytu, 18 votes. 

Whereupon Mr. Wiikins was pronounced duly 
elected. . 

Mr. CLAY then observed that it was now 
necessary to decide whether the Senate should 
proceed to the election of the chairman of the 
several committees first, or continue to ballot for 
the other members of the committee; he thought 
the former course the best, and therefore made a 
motion to that effect. 7 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said it made but little 


difference what course was pursued. He would || 


only say that the practice had always been dif- 
ferent. He believed the rule had uniformly been 
to choose all the members of each committee in 


Mr. CHAMBERS said he believed the practice 
had been as the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Kine] has stated: He hoped, therefore, the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky would accede to the usual 
course. 

Mr. CLAY said it was a matter of perfect indif- 
ference to him, and therefore he would withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. POINDEXTER renewed the motion. He 
thought it would save some trouble to choose the | 
several chairmen first, and then there would be no 


difficulty in filling up the bodies of the committees |i 


afterwards. 

Mr. BENTON asked the Secretary to read the 
rule, which was done. 

Mr. CLAY. From the rule, as read, it would 
appear that the practice has been to choose the 
chairmen severally, and then the other members 
of the committées, as I at first supposed. 

The motion was then agreed to. 


The result of the ballotings for the chairmen of 


Commiltee on Finance—Mr. Webster, 22; Mr. 
Mr. Webster chosen. : 

Committee on Commerce—Mr. Silsbee, 23; Mr. 
King of Alabama, 19. Mr. Silsbee chosen. 

Commiitee on Manufactures—Mr. Frelinghuysen, 
23; Mr. Clay, 16. Mr. Frelinghuysen chosen. 

Committee on Agriculture—Mr. Brown had 42 
votes, and was chosen. 

Committee on Military 4ffairs—Mr. Benton had 
36 votes, and was chosen. 

Committee on the Mititia~Mr. Robinson had 43 
votes, and was elected. 

Committee on Naval Affairs—Mr. Southard had 


Committee on Pubic Lands—Mr. Poindexter 
had 28 votes, and Mr. Kane 18. Mr. Poindexter 
chosen. 

Committee on Private Land Claims—Mr. Kane 
had 41 votes, and was chosen. 


Committee on Indian 4fairs—Mr. White had 44 


| votes, and was chosen. 1 $ 5 : ; 
| Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire 


Committee on Ciaims—Mr. Bell had 29 votes, and 
Mr. Bell chosen. 
Committee on the Judiciary—Mr. Clayton had, on 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads— Mr.. 
Grundy had 43 votes, and was chosen. == > E 
Committee on Roads and Canals—Mr. Hendricks °, 
was chosen. i oe 
Commilice on Pensions—Mr. Tomlinson had 34 
votes, and Mr. Clay 11. Mr. Tomlinson chosen. 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims-—-Mr. Moore 
had 38 votes, and was chosen. oy 

Committee on the District. of Colwmbia—Mr. 
Chambers had 28 votes, and Mr. Tyler 9. Mr. 
Chambers chosen. : 

Committee on the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 
ate—Mr. Knight had 37 votes, and was chosen. 

Committee on Engrossed Bills—Mr. Shepley had 
23, Mr. Robbins 11. Mr. Shepley chosen. 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot for the re- 
maining members of the several committees, a 
plurality only being necessary to a choice. The 
result. was as follows: ; : 

Committee on Foreign Relations—Messrs. For- — 
syth, Rives, Mangum, and Sprague. 

Commitice on Finance—Messrs. Tyler, Ewing; 
Mangum, and Wilkins. 

Committee on Commerce—Messrs. King, Wright, 
~Waggaman, and Sprague. . : 

Committee on Manufactures—Messre. Knight, 
Prentiss, Morris, and Linn. 

Mr. HENDRICKS here moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was negatived, and the Senate then 
proceeded with the ballotings, which resulted as 
follows: 

Committee on Agriculture—Messrs. Robinson, 
Kent, Swift, and Wright. ; 

Committee on Military Affairs—Messrs. King, . 
Clayton, Benton, and Preston. 

Mr. WILKINS here moved an adjournment, 
|| which was negatived on a division. Yeas 19, 
nays 24. f 

The Senate then resumed the ballotings, which 
resulted as follows: 

Committee on the Militia—Messrs. Hendricks, 
Waggaman, McKean, and Clayton. 

Committee on Naval Affairs—Messrs. Robbins, 
Bibb, Chambers, and Tallmadge. paar 

Committee on Public Lands—Messrs. Moore,- 
| Prentiss, McKean, and Clay. 

i Committee on Private Land Claims—Messrs. 
| Linn, Naudain, Poindexter, and Silsbee. 


Mr. CLAY here moved an adjournment, which 
was carried. Adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 16, 1833. A 
Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, appeared, qualified, 


and took his seat. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Alex- 
ander Boyd. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Eze- 
kiel Foster & Co.: also, a bill for the relief of 
the owners of the schooner Three Sisters, of Say- 
brook. 

All which bills were read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, a resolution of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in the Congress of the United States to 
endeavor to procure the passaze of a law authoriz- 
ing a subscription of a million of dollars, on the 
: part of the General Government, to the stock of 


| the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, to be 


| expended on the western section, was referred to 
the Committee on Reads and Canals. 

Mr. PATTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read and agreed to: 

«Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 


| into the expediency of establishing a mail route 
| from Orange Court House, inVirginia, to the town 


the second ballot, 21 votes, and Mr, Forsyth 15. 
Mr. Clayton chosen. 


| of Stanardsville, in the county of Orange”? 
| Mr. PATTON’S motion to change the 9th rule 
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of the House so as to require the Speaker to vote 
in the first instance, on every question, and pro- 
viding that when the House is equally divided 
the motion shall be lost, was taken up for consid- 
eration as the special order of theday. The yeas 
and nays having ‘been ordered, some conversation 
took place.on a question of order; the 9th rule was 
read, as follows: 

‘¢}n all cases of ballot by the House the Speak- 
ex shall vote: in other cases he shall not vote, un- 
less the House be equally divided, or unless his 
vote, if given to the minority, will make the divis- 
ion equal; and in case of such equal division, the 
question shall be lost,” 7 

‘And the question stated to be to strike out the 
rule.and insert the rule moved by Mr. PATTON. 

Mr. WAYNE was convinced, by reflection, 
that the rule, as it stands, is founded in experi- 
ence, and cannot be changed without producing 
much.disorder. He had suggested the other day, 
and now repeated, that the motion proceeded on 
the supposition that we were about to restore to 
the Speaker certain rights of which he has hereto- 
fore been deprived. If we give the Speaker the 
right to vote on every question, we must also give 
him the right of speaking on every question. The 
reason for depriving him of the right of speaking 
was, to prevent him from exerting the influence of 
his official station upon the questions before the 
House, and no member could ever be raised to 
-that station without some party influence. It was 
our duty to render the Speaker independent of 
party relations, and put him out of the reach of 
temptation. He also suggested, that in questions 
of order, upon which the Speaker was to decide in 
the first instance, it was improper to’allow him to 
vote when an appeal was made to the House. If 
we do allow the Speaker to vote, from the connec- 
„tion which he must have with a powerful Admin- 
istration, we make him the victim ‘or instrument, 
„against his will, of that Administration. The 

more deeply we interest the Speaker in the pro- 
ceedings of the House, the more reason we have 
to apprehend that, in all his decisions, votes, and 
appointments of committees, he will be made the 
instrument of a party. Here Mr. W. went into 
the history of parliamentary law in England, to 
show that there had there always existed a jeal- 


_ ousy of the power of the Speaker of the House of 


Commons. The present rule had existed from 
the foundation of the Government, and had been 
found practically convenient and useful, and the 
example of some few State Legislatures to the 
contrary was wholly inapplicable to the proceed- 
ings of this body. 

Mr. PATTON replied to the gentleman from 
Georgia, and supported his motion. He denied 
the fact that the rule proposed would make the 
Speaker interested between the parties of the day 
any more than he has ever been interested. It 
was not to be supposed that any member would 
become suddenly divested of all party feelings 
„upon his elevation to the chair. Every member, 
in the chair and out of the chair, was influenced 
by party feelings; he was sorry it was so; he 
could wish that we were all free from party feel- 
ings and motives. He would not insult the good 
‘sense and feelings of the House by proposing any 
rule to guard against the wilfull, malicious, and 
corrupt miscounting of votes by a Speaker. He 
had no political object to obtain, and no personal 


feeling to gratify in his course on this question. | 


Whatever he had said had no reference whatever 
to any individual Speaker, past, present, or to 
come. f 

The question was here taken by yeasand nays, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, John J. Alen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Archer, Banks, Barber, 
Barringer, Bates, Beale, Beatty, Beaumont, Boul- 
din, Burd, Burges, Carmichael, Carr, Chaney, 
Chilton, Chinn, Claiborne, Clayton, Clowney, 
Corwin, Coulter, Crockett, Darlington, Warren 
R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deming, Den- 


ny, Dunlap, Evans, Horace Everett, Ewing, Fos- | 
ter, Fowler, Fulton, Galbraith, Gamble, Ghol- | 


son, Gordon, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Joseph 
Hall, HanneganyHardin, James Harper, Har- 
rison, Hazeltine, Heath, Biester, Henderson, 
Howell, Jabez W. Huntington, William Cost 


Johnson, Kinnard, Laporte, George W . Lay, Lee, || 
Lewis, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Marshall, Mardis, ' 


Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Miller, S. McD. 
Moore, Patton, Pinckney, Pope, Potts, Ramsay, 
Reed, Rencher, William B. Shepard, Shinn, Stan- 
difer, Stewart, Stoddert, Sutherland, William P., 
Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Vance, 
Vinton, Wagener, Webster, Frederick Whittle- 
sey, Wilde, Williams, Wise—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, J. Adams, ©. 
Allan, Ashley, Barnitz, Baylies, Bean, Beardsley, 
John Bell, James M. Bell, Binney, James Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Briggs, Bull, Bunch, Burns, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chambers, Choate, 
Samuel Clark, William Clark, Clay, Connor, Cra- 
mer, Crane, John Davis, Day, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dickson, P. Dickerson, D. W. Dickinson, Dun- 
can, Elisworth, Edward Everett, Fillmore, Foot, 
Forester, P. C. Fuller, W.K. Fuller, Gillett, Gil- 
mer, Gorham, Hiland Hali, Thomas H. Hall, 
Halsey,-Famer, Joseph M. Harper, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Hawes, Hubbard, Inge, Jarvis, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
King, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Lea, Leavitt, 
Mann, Martindale, McComas, McIntire, McKay, 
McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, Mercer, 
Milligan, R. Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, D. J. 
Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Polk, 
Schenck, Schley, A. H. Shepperd, Singleton, 
Wiiliam Slade, Charles Slade, Sloane, Spangler, 
Speight, William Taylor, Thomson, Turner, Tur- 
rill, Tweedy, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Ward, 
Wardwell, Watmough, Wayne, Whallon, C. P. 
White, E. D. White, E. Whittlesey, Young—121. 

The ninth rule of the House was then adopted 
without amendment. 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, with 
the petition of Judge Tucker, which had been 
referred to that Department, and which was now 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, in relation to the unsettled balances 
and accounts, and one from the Secretary of the 
Navy, with an account of the expenditures in that 
Department; which, on motion of Mr. WHIT 
TLESEY, of Ohio, were ordered to bé laid on the 
table and printed. 


REMOVAL OF BANK DEPOSITES. 


The motion of Mr. POLK, to reconsider the 
vote by which, cn motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
removal of the deposites was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, was taken up as the unfinished business 
of Thursday. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, opposed the mo- 
tion. The consequence of sending the document 
in question to the Committee on Ways and Means 
would be a long delay of the discussion and 
decision of the bank question, The subject would 
be buried for weeks or months in the committee, 
and weeks and months would elapse—yes, we 
would see hot weather—before we should hear of 
the matter again. It was due to the public interest 


should be made on the solvency and condition of 
the State banks which were selected as the depos- 
itories of the public money. The evil and calam- 
ity of the removal of the deposites would fall heav- 
iest upon his State. The great commercial cities 
of the East had their currency and the use of the 


ents had no share in 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that the 
merits of the case could not be discussed. The 
question was where it should be discussed. 

Mr. ALLAN went on to say that the State of 
Kentucky was interested in this question, having 
an extensive commerce with every part of the 
Union, and this he used as an argument in favor 
of an early disposition of the question. Every 
mail brought him letters showing that the people 
of the West were about to establish local banks to 
| supply a currency in the room of that of which 
they were to be deprived, and he anticipated the 
recurrence of the pecuniary distresses and embar- 


|| rassments of 1818, and another consideration was, 


drawn from its legal depository. - From what 
had passed he inferred what was to come. Out of 


and to public expectation that an early decision | 


public money, but such advantages his constitu- | 


that all the public treasure had not yet been with- | 


forty millions heretofore deposited in the local 
banks, a million and a half had been lost. To 
prove this, he referred to the statement of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury of what he called the un- 
available funds. The local banks had not the pub- 
lic confidence, individually or collectively. He 
regretted that he was unable, from the narrow 
point in which the question was now presented, 
to show the general effect of the measure upon his 
constituents, and he would now conclude, reserv- 
ing to himself the right to take some other oppor- 
tunity for the purpose. i 

Mr. SELDEN spoke in opposition to the mo- 
tion. He viewed it as a-question of time, and to 
the point of time he should confine his remarks. 
A very speedy disposition of the question ought 
to be made, and for that reason he was opposed to 
the delay which would. be occasioned by the refer- 
ence of the subject to a standing or special com- 
mittee. The ordinary length of commercial paper 
was 60 or 90 days. Was évery contract now in 
existence to be exposed, by the delay of this sub- 
ject, to all the effects of doubt and uncertainty? 
Was it prudent to suffer doubts on such a subject 
long to hang over the commercial community? If 
he understood the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, he advocated the reference of 
the letter to the standing committee, first, because 
it was the bual course, and, second, because there 
was more important business which would be in- 
terrupted by its discussion now. But if the chair- 
man agreed with him as to the character of this 
question, he would deem it of sufficient importance 
to devote to it the. whole time of the House until it 
was disposed of. As to the usage urged by the 
chairman, he would ask him to refer to a case 
where the whole amount of. the public funds had 
been subjected to a removal, and then point out” 
what had been the usage in such cases. The ordi- 
nary length of commercial paper was not equal 
to the time during which this subject would rest 
in the hands of the standing committee. Was it 
necessary to show to this House the extent of the 
fever now felt along the whole Atlantic coast? ` If 
it was so, he would point out the sales of stock 
recently made in the city of New York, from 
which it would appear that the commercial pres- 
sure was never so extensive and severe as now. 
Was it prudent, ander such circumstances, to keep 
up this alarm and uncertainty till every note and 
bill of exchange had become payable, and until 
every merchant had stood and passed the day of 
trial? In the city of New York, which he in part 
represented, there were eight millions of country 
bank paper afloat, to redeem which there were 
only half a million in specie. Here Mr. S. made 
several statements of the amount of paper in cir- 
culation compared with the quantity of metallic 
currency, from which he inferred that, in the 
whole State of New York, there was only one dol- 
lar in specie for every fifteen dollars in paper. In 
other States there was a similar scarcity of metal- 
lic currency. In Massachusetts, by a late return, 
it appeared that there were twenty-four millions of 
paper in circulation, and only nine hundred thou- 
sand dollars with which to redeem it. The country 
was prosperous, and every section of it was pour- 
ing fourth its products, but still there was not in 
the country a sufficient amount of metallic cur- 
rency to meet a sudden run among the banks. 
Will the House, under such circumstances, sus- 
pend their action for ninety days? He pointed 
them to the history of the currency in this coun- 
try. In the year 1814 the banks in New York 
passed a resolution that it was unnecessary for 
them to suspend specie payments. But in five 
days from that time, such was the panic and pres- 
sure, that they did stop specie payments; and 
from that time forth, for many months, there was 
not a single paper dollar redeemed in specie from 
this metropolis to the New England line. This 
shows, the effect of alarm upon the currency. 
Ninety days, sir—ninety days may carry ruin 


| through every part of the country, so far as ruin 


can take place from pecuniary embarrassments. 
In 1814 the banks were, in five days, compelled 
to rescind their resolve to pay in specie. The 


| disposition of six millions of public funds was, in 


itself, a matter of no moment. If the whole surn 
were at once sunk in the sea the people would 
forget it in a day. But if the disposition of that 
sum be such as to create alarm, you cannot meas- 


1833. 


i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ure its mischievous effects upon the community. | 
Every man in the general panic husbands what 
he has. Every banker keeps what he has got, | 
and asks for more. The panic spreads and per- 
vades the whole community, and finally results in 
the ruin of thousands, who, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, would be able to meet their engage- 
ments. From what part of the world, he would 
ask, did gentlemen expect new supplies of specie 
in ninety days to meet the pressure and panic? 
He who attended to the peculiar sensitiveness of 
those who engaged in commercial transactions; to 
the diligence and enterprise of the stock specula- 
tors—they would have their spies in every pub- 
lic house in this city, watching the progress of the 
secret discussion of the subject in the standing 
committee, and avail themselves-of the informa- 
tion thus obtained to the disadvantage of the pub- 
lic interests. Why should we not-proceed without 
delay to an open discussion? Let those who wish 
to impeach the act of the Secretary ‘of the Treas- 
ury do it upon the reasons which he has furnished 
in his report. - Let the act be judged of according 
to the reasoning and facts of the report. 

Mr. FOOT concurred in the views taken by the 
honorable member from New York, who had pre- 
ceded him, and observed, that although from the 
novelty of the present case, no precedent had been 
adduced by those who justified that the proper 
course to be taken in acting upon this question, 
was to retain it in the Committee of the Whole, 
yet in an authority always looked up to—Jeffer- 
son’s Manual—the principle was fully laid down, 
that it was necessary for all. important questions 
to be referred to that committee that they might 
be there digested and put into a shape to meet 
the views of the majority, and which afterwards 
being reported upon, could then be referred to one 
or other of their standing committees. He con- 
cluded by observing, that as the act of removal of 
the Secretary of the Treasury was consummated, 
that he had given his reason for that removal, the 
question was now before the House in a form for 
them to act upon, and that as they did not want the 
intervention of any committee to direct them how 
they should act upon it, he hoped further time | 
would not be spent in discussing what was only a 
preliminary question. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY asked the indulgence of the 
House while he should submit a few remarks, 
and in which he would promise to avoid all allu- 
sion to the merits of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and confine himself, as the rules 
of propriety and order required he should do, to 

- such points as were properly at issue in the pres- 

ent limited discussion. The act incorporating 

the Bank of the United States declared that the 

moneys of the United States should be deposited | 
in the bank and its branches, unless otherwise | 
directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
which event he is required to report his reasons 
for such direction to Congress. ‘That officer had, 
in the performance of the duty thus assigned to 
him, removed these deposites from the Bank of j 
the United States, and placed them in certain State 


| 


institutions; and, as the act of Congress directed, |! 


he has reported at large his reasons for that meas- | 
ure. This report, without any apparent consid- | 
eration, and certainly without discussion, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. A motion is now made to 
reconsider that vote of reference, in order to bring 
the subject under the control of the House, when | 
the House will be enabled to dispose of it as in its 
deliberate judgment shall be deemed fit and proper. | 

The honorable mover of the present question 
stated to the House that the vote of reference | 
was obtained, or rather assented to by himself, į 
under a mistpprehension of what had been said | 


ii and propriety. 


The report of the Secretary, he would observe, 
was upon two important and distinct subjects— 
one, the propriety of the removal of the public 
fands from the Bank of the United States, the 
other, the propriety.of placing those funds in the 
particular State banks which had been selected by 
the Secretary.. And the report presents a mass of 
facts and of reasons in support of „both these 
measures. These different acts of the Secretary 
stand on distinct and independent grounds. The 
reasons given for the removal may be abundant and 
satisfactory, and yet those presented in the report 
in favor of the particular banks which have been 
selected as depositories of the public funds may 
be altogether insufficient. These banks may be 
badly located for the convenience of the public, or 
may be, unsound in credit or capital, either of 
which would render that act of the Secretary 
objectionable. The report, however, covers the 
whole ground, and asserts and maintains, not only 
the propriety of the removal, but the perfect con- 
venience and solidity of the substituted institu- 
tions. But it is now urged as a reason for imme- 
diate discussion and decision by this House, that 
the publie treasure is in danger; that these State 
banks are unsound; “that their charters, their 
capitals, their condition, are alike unknown;”’ that 
this, in truth, is not so much a question about the 
United States Bank as about the rights of this 
House, and the security of the treasure of the 
people themselves endangered, as is asserted, by 
this unwarrantable act of the Secretary. In fact, 
sir, it is said that the public money might ag well 
be at the bottom of the Potomac as where it has 
been placed by the Secretary. 

Mr. CLAYTON here rose and said that he had 
been misapprehended; he did not insinuate any- 
thing to the prejudice of the State banks; that if he 
voted against the United States Bank as being an 
unsound depository of the public money, it did 
not follow that he was bound to think it would be 
safe at the bottom of the Potomac. 

Mr. B. continued, and said that he might have 
| mistaken the precise import of the language of the 
honorable member, but certain it was, that theim- 
mediate decision of the question had been pressed 
upon the House on thealleged ground of the inse- 
curity of the State institutions, and the consequent 
extreme danger of the public treasure. Upon 


movement of a committee. 

Sir, said Mr. B., these very reasons, so pathet- 
| ically urged in favor of retaining this document in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, are, with me, controlling for an opposite 
course. ‘The reasons given by the Secretary for 
what he has done, consist as well of matters of! 
fact as of his deductions from these facts. But} 
the facts stated and relied upon by him, not only 
in justification of the removal of the deposites, | 
but also to show the perfect security of the State 
institutions, are called in question and disputed 
by honorable gentlemen who have addressed the 
| House. Indeed, with the exception of his col- 
league, (Mr. Se.pen,] the stress of the argument | 
| had been directed to that object. The argument 
| of that gentleman, he admitted, had been differ- 
ent. It was consistent and fair. It admitted, 
' unqualifiedly, that if the report of the Secretary 
| should remain in the Committee of the Whole, and 
be there discussed and acted upon, its statements 
must all be taken as true, and the result would, of 
course, depend not upon their accuracy in point 


of fact, but upon their sufficiency in sound reason |! 


| these grounds of alarm the House had been urged !! 
to act andMecide at once, without waiting the slow | 


If the House would act upon this | 
view of the case, Mr. B. said he, for one, would 
be satisfied to see this motion fail, and the discus- | 
sion on the merits proceed without delay. But 
how and where shall we ascertain the truth of 


by the honorable gentleman who moved that; 
reference [Mr. McDurriz] as to his object. 
Under such circumstances, Mr. B. submitted that 
jt was not unusual, and, indeed, that it was rather 
a matter ef course, to reconsider a vote so given, 
and thus subject the question to the eonsiderate 
determination of the House. But this course it 
` appeared was not to 8 t : 
casion. And it was manifest that if anything had 
been gained by the former vote of reference, that 
advantage was not to be given up without a strug- 
gle. The House, therefore, must necessarily pass 
upon the proposition submitted. 
« 


be taken on the present oc- | t i I 
| If truth, upon controverted allegations, is desirable, 


these adverse and contradictory allegations? Not | 
in Committee of the Whole. There gentlemen | 
| may argue and debate; and there every one will 
feel himself at liberty to assume and abide by his 
! own version of the facts. But in a standing or : 
| select committee, pfoof, if necessary, may be 
taken, the truth elicited and reported to the House. 


Í this is the only way in which it can be arrived at 

by the House. This consideration, Mr. B. said, 
| was decisive of the vote he should give. He 
l chose to learn whether the information which the 


Secretary had received, upon which he had relied, 
and which he had given to the House, was correct 
or not, before he passed upon the soundness and | 
accuracy of his views. : one 
It was admitted by the honorable member from 
Pennsylvania; (Mr. Binney,] that documents from 
the Secretary of the Treasury of this description 
were usually referred to a standing or select com- 
mittee, and not to a Committee of the Whole 
House. What adequate reason had been. given, 
or existed, for departing in this instance from the ` 
usual course? He maintained there was none 
whatever. Why was immediate discussion neces- 
sary? “One honorable gentleman had said ‘that 
this House, in vindication of its authority, should 
at once ordera restoration of the deposites. This, 
to him, was extraordinary language—a most ex- 
traordinary proposition. He would ask, what 
authority of this House had been violated by this 
act of the Secretary? Had he done more than he 
was authorized to do by the public law of the 
land? This House had, singly, as he contended, 
no power to act upon this subject; although, as a 
component part of the Legislature of the Union, 
it might with propriety act and decide. It was - 
only, however, as he supposed, in the passage of 
a law, that it could contribute towards a res- 
toration of the deposites, or vindicate its own 
authority. It had no other authority in this mat- 
ter than the ordinary law-making power of the 
House. - 
Mr. B. said he had understood the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania [Mr. Binney] to 
maintain that Congress could only exercise in this 
case an appellate power over the decision of the 
Secretary of the Treasury; that this House could 
not look beyond the report for reasons to influence 
its decision. This seemed to him altogether too 
technical and limited a view of the matter, and he 
thought could not receive the sanction of the 
House. It was urged that the bank, by accepting 
its charter, had assented that the Secretary might 
first decide upon the removal or retention of the 
public deposites, subject, however, to the control- 
ling power of Congress by way of appeal from 
that decision, but upon those grounds, and those 
alone, which had been acted upon and advanced 
by the Secretary. But he could not find this limit- 
ation to the power of Congress in the charter or * 
elsewhere. The charter gave tothe Secretary the 
unqualified power of removal. True, it made it 
his duty to report his reasons, but it did not pro- 
fess, in any respect, to limit the supervising power 
of Congress. ‘That power was left upon the broad 


: basis of the Constitution, and if the reasons as- 


signed in the present instance by the Secretary 
should turn out to be unsatisfactory and insuffi- 
cient, which he was very far from conceding or 
supposing would be the case, yet if others existed 


| of a more cogent nature, and of themselves con- 


fessedly sufficient, he asked if it could be supposed 


i that Congress, under such circumstances, would 


direct a restoration of the public deposites to be 
made? He supposed not, although the argument 
of the honorable gentleman led to a different con- 
clusion. 

His colleague [Mr. Szipen] had urged the im- 
portance of fime in making a final disposition of 
this question; that a reference to a standing or 
select committee would extend the period of final 
determination beyond sixty or ninety days, the 
ordinary time for commercial paper to run in the 
banks. The honorable gentleman insisted that, 
in this aspect, the action of this House ought to 
be instantaneous. Mr. B. said, that his colleague 
seemed to have overlooked the fact that the de- 
posites were removed about ninety days since, 
during which time, the whole community had acted 
upon the assumption that they would remain 
in the State institutions. The State banks had 
regulated their discounts accordingly, and every 
one, he believed, had conducted his own affairs 
upon that supposition; and they would, no doubt, 
continue to manage their concerns in the same way, 
unless alarmed by the agitation here. He would 
ask, in all seriousness, if gentlemen could hope 
in any way to procure a passage of a law of any 
description in time to meet this critical period of 
ninety days, from the time when the decisive step 
was taken by the Secretary of the Treasury? As 
to- the pretense that immediate discussion and de- 
cision were required or expected. by the country 
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at large, he could concede nothing of that nature. 
A restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States was, as he believed, the very last 
thing looked for, if not the last thing desired, by 
our constituents. As far as public opinion was 
to be regarded, he looked upon the deposites as 
forever gone from the bank: the die had been cast: 
they would never be restored to that institution. 
‘And the agitation now said to prevail, if it existed 
in the large cities, and to some extent here, did 
not extend to the country. That was prosperous, 
decided, and tranquil. ; 

Mr. B. said he had thus given to the House the 
views which would indace him to vote for the mo- 
tion. Hecould not, with the honorable member 
from Georgia, [Mr. CLarvron,] with whom, upon 
most questions relating to the bank, it had been 
his good fortune hitherto to act—he could not, he 
said, with that honorable gentleman, now say that 
although he believed the bank to be unconstitu- 
tional; although he believed and had voted that 
the public deposites were unsafe in its vaults; and 

` although he knew nothing about the State banks 
which had been selected by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, yet, that he would vote to restore these 
deposites to this unconstitutional and unsafe insti- 
tution, These reasons might satisfy the mind of 
the honorable gentleman himself, but he believed 
would tend very little to-the satisfaction of others. 
Mr. GORHAM advocated the necessity of a 
speedy decision, and remarked, in’answer to the 
argument of the honorable member from New 
York, (Mr. Bearpsiey,] whowanted to know by 
what authority the House could possibly act on 
the Secretary’s report, that he thought there was 
sufficient authority vested in the House, deeming 
it to be the concentration of public opinion, which 
if once expressed, and that if there was any 1e- 
fusal on the part of the Secretary to obey such 
expression, a remedy could be found by passing 
a law on the subject. 
Mr. POLK replied briefly to the arguments ad- 
duced against his motion, and maintained that the 
principles now claimed by the present Secretary 
of the Treasury were the same upon which Mr. 
Secretary Crawford had acted and justified his 
former removal of public moneys from the bank; 
that, so far from the State institutions being insol- 
* vent, or weak in public estimation, he found that 
their respective stock bore at market higher prices 
than the stock of the United States Bank did in all 
the eastern cities, which he would take as the best 
possible thermometer of the public confidence in 
those institutions. He desired to bring this prelim- 
inary debate to a close, feeling perfectly satisfied 
that an earlier decision would be had by referring 
it to a standing committee than even if it was to 
remain in Committee of the Whole; the effect of 
which would be, by the flood of speeches that 
would be there made on one side and upon the 
other, rather to darken than enlighten the public 
mind on the merits of the great question itself. 

Mr. BURGES having obtained the floor, moved 
an adjournment; which was carried. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, December 17, 1833. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Mr. Donelson, 
his Private Secretary. 

Mr. TYLER, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Captain Robert 
White, and a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Major William Mosby; which were 
read, and ordered to be read a second time. 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide payment for horses lost. in the late expe- 
ditions against the hostile Indians; which was 
read, and ordered to be read a second time. 

‘Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill further 
to extend the provisions of the act granting pre- 
emption rights to the -settlers on the public lands, 
&c.; which was read, and ordered to be read a 
second time. 


STANDING COMMITTEES” 


The Senate then proceeded to elect the remain- 
ing members of the several standing committees, 
© which resulted as follows: 
Committee on Indian Affairs—Messrs, Freling- 
huysen, Tipton, Smith, and Swift. 


Committee on Claims—Messrs. Brown, Nau- 
dain, Tipton, and Wright. . 

Committee on the Judiciary—Messrs. Bibb, Pres- 
ton, Smith, and Bell. 

Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads— 
Messrs. Clayton, Ewing, Knight, and Rives. 

Committee on Roads and Conals—Messrs. Hill, 
Southard, Shepley, and Kent. 

Committee on Pensions-—Messrs. 
Kean, Tallmadge, and Kane. : 

Committee on the District of Columbia—Messrs. 
Tyler, Southard, Bibb, and Tomlinson. 

Committee on Revolutionary. Claims—Messrs. 
Swift, Hill, Smith, and Shepley. 

Committee on the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 
ate—Messrs. Tomlinson and Tallmadge. 


Prentiss, Mc- 


Committee on Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Morris | 


and Robinson. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the annual report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; which, on motion of y 

Mr. WEBSTER, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and 1,500 copies thereof ordered 
to be printed. , . 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; when the doors were opened 
the Senate adjourned. : 

Note.—We omitted to state yesterday that Mr. 
Cuayron, of Delaware, and Mr. Waccamay, of 
Louisiana, appeared and took their seats. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 17,1833. ` 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the next year, 
which was read twice and committed. ; 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Philip Besson. i 

Mr. WATMOUGH, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of —— Rowe; also, bills for 
aces of Horatio N. Crabb and John G. Rey- 
nolds, 

Mr. REED, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John Percival. 

Mr. MARSHALL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill f@ the relief | 
of Francis and Judith Taylor. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Public Land Claims, reported a bill for the 


i relief of John L. Lobdell. ` 


Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, presented a bill for the | 


relief of Pressly Thornton, deceased; also, for the |; 


relief of Thomas Minor. 
Which bills were severally read and committed. 
Mr. ARCHER and Mr. MUHLENBERG, 


from their respective committees, made unfavor- 


able reports on the-petitions of Jane Baker and ij 


Stephen Kingston. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, {| 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
struced to inquireinto the expediency of changing 
the time of holding the United States court for 
the western district of Virginia, at Clarksburg, | 
and that they have leave to report by bill or oth- 
erwise. 


On motion ef Mr. HANNEGAN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and |) 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency |; 


of making an appropriation for the purpose of 
removing the obstructions to the navigation of the | 
Wabash river. 

On motion of Mr. CAGE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a new | 


On motion of Mr. HAWES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of Green river, in the State of 
Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. LANE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into, the expediency of 
permitting the public lands which have been fifteen 
years in market to be purchased by actual settlers 
or resident cultivators at a reduced price, under 
the same regulations and restrictions as are pre- 
scribed by the act of April 5th, 1832, for the pur- 
chase of forty-acre tracts; and of granting to every 
settler (being a housekeeper) on such lands, the 
right of preémption to enter the quarter quarter 
sections which he has improved; with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 
it On motion of Mr. STANDIFER, , 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of making an appropriation to improve the Ten- 
nessee and Coosa rivers, and connect their waters 
by canal or railroad. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, 4 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation, either in money or in 
| Government lands, for the purpose of improving 
the great’ western thoroughfare and maul route 
between Louisville, Kentucky, and St. Louis, in 
i the State of Missouri. 

Be it further resolved, That the Committee on 
Reads and Canals be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making an appropriation for the 
; purpose of improving the navigation in the Indian 
| Chute, through the falls of the Ohio river, opposite 
| Louisville, Kentucky; a sum sufficient to accom- 
plish which, and make the Indian Chute naviga- 
ble for keel and flat boats in alow stage of water 
would not, it is presumed, equal the sum liable to 
be collected as tolis from keel and flat boats for a 
passage through the canal within the term of one 

ear. 
| : ind be it further resolved, That the Committee 
on Roads and Canals be instructed to inquire into , 
the expediency of making an appropriation for the 
purpose of surveying a route for the construction 
of a railroad, commencing at the falls of the Ohio 
river, or at some other convenient commercial 
| point, thenge to Indianapolis, the seat of govern- 
| ment of the State of Indiana, and from thence to 
| Michigan City, on Lake Michigan, in the State 
| of Indiana. 
On motion of Mr, LYON, of Michigan, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making appropriations for the following 
objects, viz: Ist. An appropriation for construct- 
ing a ship canal to connect the navigable waters 
of the river Raisin with Lake Erie or La Plaisance 
bay, in the Territory of Michigan, agreeably to 
| the survey and estimate of the War Department. 
2d. An appropriation for surveying the Flats, so 
called, in Lake St. Clair, at the mouth of St. Clair 
river; and also for removing the bar and building 
a pier, if necessary, at the mouth of Clinton river, 
in Lake St. Clair, in Michigan Territory. 3d. An 
appropriation for constructing a harbor at the 
mouth of the St. Joseph’s river, on Lake Michi- 
| gan, in Michigan Territory. 4th. An appropria- 

tion to defray the expenses of surveying the ob- 
structions to the navigation of the St. Joseph ’s and 
; Kalamazoo riversas far.up as the said streams 
i may be considered navigable. f 
On motion of Mr. MASON, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
; and Post Roads be instructed to infuire into the 
i expediency of establishing a post route from 


circuit or circuits, extending the circuit court sys- || Sussex Court-House by Comanne’s Mill and 


tem to the new States, which are now withouta 


fuil participation in the benefits growing out of {i 


the establishment of the Federal judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, : 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Territo- 

ries be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ! 


permitting the people of the Territory of Arkan- || 


sas to form a constitution and State government, | 
and for the admission of such State into the 


Union on an equal footing with the original 
States. 


|, Williamson’s Store, in Virginia, to Pleasant Hill, 
iin Northampton county, in North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. E. EVERETT, 

Resolved} That a committee of three be ap- 
| pointed, who, together with a like number to be 
; appointed by the Senate, shall direct the expend- 
; iture of the money appropriated for the Library 
| of Congress. 

i “On motion of Mr. EVANS, 3 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be directed-to inquire into the expediency 
. 
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of paying to Morgan S. Gordon, from the Treas- | 
ury of the United States, the amount received 
from the Brazilian Government as indemnity to 
him for injuries sustained and expenses incurred 
in consequence of the illegal capture of the schooner 
Sarah George, of which said Gordon waa master. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Vermont, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the invalid pension of Russell Jeffer- 

‘son, of the State of Vermont, back to the com-: 
mencement of his disability. f 
* On motion of Mr. Mc VEAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing to Andrew Michael, of Mont- 
gomery county, New York, a pension for services 
rendered the United States during the revolution- 
ary war. é 

On motion of Mr. McVEAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing to Reynhart Tougot, of Mont- 
gomery county, New York, a pension for services 
rendered the United States during the revolution- 
ary war. 

On motion of Mr. CHILTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 
ing to the heirs of Thomas Clemmons, deceased, 
an artificer of the late war, compensation for ser- 
vices rendered by the said Thomas Clemmons, as 
artificer to Colonel Nicholas Miller’s regiment, 
Kentucky militia. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Vermont, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of placing the name of Harvey Reynolds, of 
the State of Vermont, on the roll of invalid pen- 

sioners. 

On motion of Mr. McKINLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of dis- || 
posing of the public lands by settlement rights of | 
one hundred and sixty acres to each actual settler || 
thereon, upon the payment ofall expenses incurred | 
by the United States for surveying, &c., with the | 
right of preémption of one hundred and sixty acres | 
adjoining at the minimum price. 

Resolved, That said committee also inquire into | 
the propriety of granting to the States in which 
they lie, all public lands which have been offered 
for sale and remained unsold ten years, on which 
there are no actual settlers. 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public | 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of reducing and graduating the price of the public 
lands, so that the future proceeds of sales shall not | 
exceed the general charges for surveying and set- 
tling them. 

Resolved, That the samecommittee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting the right 
of preémption to all settlers on the public lands. | 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of selling one hun- || 
dred and sixty acres of land to each actual settler | 
who shall cultivate the same for five years, at aless | 
rate than the minimum price of the public lands. 


| sional reservation line. 


Resolved, That the same committee inquire into 
the expediency of abolishing all auction sales of | 
the public lands, and of permitting them in fu- | 
ture to be purchased at private sale as soon as 
they are surveyed. 

On motion of Mr. PAGE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of allowing to the widow and children of the late 
Lieutenant Benjamin Fitch, late of the United || 
States Army, the arrearages of pension to which, || 
by his rank, he was entitled from the time he was | 
placed on the pension roll up to the time of his | 
death, and that the petition and other documents | 
in relation to the same on the files of this House, ! 
heretofore presented, be referred to said commit- | 
tee. 

Mr. MERCER submitted the following resolu- || 
tion, which has one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before this House a copy of ' 


| him. 


| desire to protest against the manner in which it 


any contract which may have been made for. the 
construction of a bridge across the Potomac river, 
opposite the city of Washington, together with the 
authority under which such contract may have 
been made; the names of the contractors and of 
their securities, if any; and the plan and estimate 
of the cost of such bridge. 


„On motion of Mr. JARVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire what 
amount of postage has been paid into the'I'reasury 
of the United States; and also to inquire into the 
expediency of restoring to the Post Office Depart- 
ment such portion of the amount so paid into the 
Treasury as will enable the Postmaster General 
to carry into effect an act of Congress, approved 
June 15, 1832, eutitled ‘An act to establish cer- 
tain post roads, and to alter and discontinue 
others, and for other purposes.” i 


On motion of Mr. LEAVITT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of confirming the right of the heirs and represent- 
atives of the late Henry Dohrman to sections Nos. 
8, 11, 26, and 29, in township 13, range 7, of the 
Steubenville land district, in the State of Ohio, 
which said township was intended to be granted 
entire to the said Dohrman, by. a resolation of 
Congress, adopted October 1, 1787. 


On motion of Mr. STEWART, 

Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of 
War on the subject of a national road from Union- 
town, by way of Pittsburg, to the lakes, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
by this House, consisting of seven members, 
whose duty it shall besto inquire into and report 
the most equitable and advantageous mode of dis- |; 
posing of that portion of the lands belonging to 
the United States south and west of the congres- 


Se r a a E r 


Resolved further, That all papers heretofore on 
the files of this House relative to said subject be 
referred to said committee, and that they have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, ‘ the several me- 
morials and joint resolution¢of the Legislatures of 
Indiana and Illinois, praying of Congress to grant 
and to defray the expense of removing all obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of the Wabash river and |! 
White river, (reserved national highways,) which 
have been presented to the House heretofore, at | 
different periods,” were referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals; and ‘* the several memorials |; 
and joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana, |! 
praying of Congress to appropriate and to improve || 
the great western thoroughfare and mail route lead- 
ing through said State of Indiana and the State of || 
Hlinois, from Louisville, Kentucky, to St. Louis, 
in Missouri,’’ heretofore presented to the House, | 
at different periods, were also referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The resolution of Mr. POLK, to reconsider the |! 
vote by which the report of the Secretary of the |: 
Treasury upon the removal of the deposites was į 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, coming |: 
upd 
Pr. BURGES, who was in -possession of the |; 
floor from the previous day, after apologizing to |: 
the honorable member from Georgia (Mr. Cray- i 
Ton] for having interrupted him, said that, from j 
various reasons, he was induced to decline address- |’ 
ing the House, and would now yield the floor to 


Mr. CLAYTON said he had only risen from a | 


had been soyght to involve him in a charge of in- i! 
consistency in a speech which was unfinished. 
From that charge he could, however, justify him- į. 
self, and he would still maintain that he was per- 
fectly consistent in his former opposition to the | 
bank—an opposition which he still avowed—and ii 
his now voting, as he meant to do, against this i: 


| motion to reconsider. He maintained that as his | 


opposition to the Bank of the United States was |. 
grounded solely upon principle—from its uncon- į: 


Stitutionality, in having a connexion with the Gov- i 
ernment~-he could not see any difference couldarise 


when it appeared that the Government was con: 
necting itself with the State banks. It was upon 
this ground, if no other, he was justified. But, 
apait from this, he was opposed to any action on. 
this subject by a committee out of doors, know- 
ing the encouragement that such a. direction to it 
would, no doubt, give to speculators in stocks, 
who would, in some shape or other, get insight 
into their proceedings, by reports to the House 
or otherwise. He desired to have the reasons. of 
the Secretary of the Treasury examined in the 
House, to ensure a speedier action than could be 
had elsewhere. He argued, that if the reasons of 
the Secretary were not sufficient for thé removal 
of the deposites, then he ought not to have removed 
them, But he begged to be understood distinctly, 
that he did not war against the directors of the 
bank; he warred against the’ institution on prin: 
ciple alone. He would not lend his aid to have it 
crushed suddenly. No! He knew too well the 
ruin and suffering that must ensue from the sud- 
den winding up of an institution in which the 
public had so deep a stake—sufferings in which 
the Government itself must participate. He rather 
wished the institution to be let easily down, and 
that no attempt would be made to press on meas- 
ures which must terminate in the destruction of 
thousands. i ` 

Mr. SPEIGHT declared, that as he thought 
the debate was carried on long enough upon what 
was only a preliminary question, he would move 
the previous question. . 

Messrs. BRIGGS and WARD having been 
appointed tellers, the House refused to sustain the 


: motion—ayes 102, noes 113. 


Mr. DENNY thanked the House for having 


| rejected the motion, and said it would go well to 


the country as a good augury for this question, 
and show, also, that there were in the House those 
who would not suffer any attempt to force upon 


| them the operation of what was aptly termed the 
‘ gag-law, made only with a view to prevent the 


expression of their sentiments. He contended 
that if the report was sent to a select committee it 


| would have the effect of preventing any discussion, 


or letting the public have any lights upon it. He 


| asked, to use the language of the gentleman from 
: Tennessee, why the friends of the Administration 
| retreat from the discussion? 


He was not one of | 
those who wished to do so, and that gentleman 
and those who acted with him ought to stand, to 
use the trite motto semper paratis. They ought to 
have been prepared for the result when they pre- 
sented to the Congress the reasons of the Secretary, 
and havea prompt and immediate discussion upon 
it, affecting, as it confessedly did, the public credit 
and all the other important interests of the country. 
If it was sent to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, it might lie there, as was said by the mem- 
ber from New York, fall ninety days,and it would 
then have to come here and meet a similar delay. 
Adverting to what was argued by the honorable 
member from New York, [Mr. Brarnstry,] that 
it was unnecessary to have the report acted upon 
here, as public opinion had settled that the public 
deposites would not be restored, he, (Mr. D.,) 
however, differed from him as to this being a 
proper view of the public opinion; but if it was so, 
he asked, was that a reason why there should not 
be any discussion here? That honorable member . 


` also observed that the private or standing commit- 


tees were best, as they could investigate the facts; 
but he maintained it was perfectly competent for 
the House itself to have any examination they 
thought proper to have as fully as any committee. ° 
He thought that much injustice would be done to 


. the people if full discussion upon the reasons of 
` the Secretary was not now had, and contended, at 


length, that as the Secretary was bound by law 


| to furnish his reasons, they (the House of Repre- 


sentatives) were bound to examine, to pronounce 


‘upon them, and thus restore the nation to thet 


state in which it was before the remdval took 


` place; to do which, they should not defer investiga- 


tion until after the evils had been increased ten-fold. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that he could not 
hoast the honor claimed by one of his colleagues, 
[Mr. Sevpen,] of representing the largest com- 
mercial city in the Union, but he might claim the 
honor of representing a peopleas deeply interested 
in the action of this Government as are the worthy 
constituents of the gentleman from New York—a 
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: van | 
avowal that the removal of the public deposites | 


called for by the best interests of the country. | 
lt must (said Mr. V.) be conceded that the dis- 
position which the adversaries of the motion to 
reconsider propose to make of the document in 
question would be a departure from the ordinary 
usage of the House; that it ever has been custom- | 
ary, and must, from the nature and fitness of; 
things, be customary, to refer papers of this de- | 
scription to the Committee of Ways and Means. | 

And on what ground is this departure from pre- || 
cedent and principle attempted to be justified? | 
Oh, say gentlemen, expedition, immediate action į 
is everything in this matter. They tell us that | 
the subjection of this report to the ordinary rou- | 
tine of legislation would scatter bankruptcy and 
distress, if not desolation, through your commer- | 
cial cities. Indeed! Whence do gentlemen de- 
rive this argument? Is it from the report of the 
Secretary, which is said to be so all-sufficient for 
immediate action, and beyond which they object 
togo? No, sir; L have not read it there, and the 
enemies to a reconsideration feel themselves, 
therefore, compelled to go beyond the report in 
quest of an apology for the unprecedented course 
for which they are contending, 

But (said Mr. V.) is it indeed true that the | 
commercial distress resulting from the removal of | 
the deposites is so great as to justify the precipi- 
tancy in proceeding which is now asked for? Is 
it true that Pandora’s box was opened upon this 
devoted country when the fiat of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to remove the public deposites went 
forth? Not so, sir, according to the statements 
of a document the truth of which gentlemen pro- 
pose to admit by going immediately into Com- | 
mittee of the Whole—I mean the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

“This very able and triumphant document as- 
signs other reasons for the commercial distress 
which has been depicted to us in such frightful 
colors. ft tells us that in two short months im- | 
mediately before the removal of the deposites, the 
Bank of the United States reduced its Joans up- | 
wards of s1x MILLIONS OF DOLLARS; that this enor- 
mous amount was in so short a time withdrawn 
from the business of the country; that it had 
shortly before the presidential election increased | 
its loans to an unprecedented amount, for pur- 
poses which none can misunderstand; that the 
Government deposites were accumulating in the į 
bank, and instead of loaning them, or discounting 
on the strength of them, as it had been. accus- 
tomed to do, it was, after having thus stretched 
itself to its utmost tension, withholding its usual 
accommodations from the public, and thus pro- 
ducing great embarrassment and distress in your 
commercial cities; and the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury, in this same document, tells us, that the alle- 
viation of this distress, thus occasioned by the 
sudden contraction of the bank, was one great į 
object in ordering a removal of the deposites. i 

Sir, (said Mr. V.,) I may be permitted to go a | 
step further on this point. I have the same right ! 
hat other gentlemen exercise, to. speculate and | 
conjecture as to the causes which have produced | 
the great dearth of money which has here been so 
much deplored. 1 might suppose that the de- | 

_ mand for money was much increased by reason | 
of the new adjustment of your tariff; that all your | 
~woolens now pay cash duties; that the old bonds |; 
to Government are now falling due; and that | 
nearly two years of imposts are now paid in one! | 
This, no doubt, has contributed much to the | 
scarcity in the money market which is now said | 
to prevail. | 

Whence, sir, comes this astounding cry about | 
the public distress? Does it not proceed from the i 
friends of the bank, and do they not sound the | 
tocsin of alarm louder than the actual state of | 
things warrants? The great mass of the people, | 

sir, are prosperous and happy beyond all example; | 
the fruit of the husbandman is abundant, and | 
commands most liberal prices; lands are rapidly | 
appreciating, and your people are everywhere | 
making the most rapid strides in enterprise and i 
prosperity. There may, indeed, be a pressure in | 
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|! the active capital of your commercial cities. 
|| unprecedented inundation has lately taken place, 


i| question. 


the money market in your cities; but, sir, have ' 


there not always been fluctuations there? Yes, 


sir, they are the inevitable results of improvident 
overtrading and mad speculation—the tide of the 


ocean ebbs and flows not more certainly than does 
An 


as the Secretary of the Treasury tells you; and if 
a little sickness and distress are occasioned by the 
too sudden evaporation of the unnatural waters, 
we should take consolation from the prospect that 
the deleterious fountain from which they flowed 
is soon to be dried up, rather than dole out our 
lamentations about a little partial and temporary 
distress, 

But it is said that the suspense which now oc- 
cupies the public mind contributes largely to that 
distress; that the depository banks dare not dis- 
count upon the Government deposiles, because 
they are fearful that the deposites will again be 
taken from them. 

OF the actual existence of such suspense (said 
Mr. V.) I know nothing; but what has transpired 
to justify it? What has occurred to induce the 
belief. that the public deposites will be removed 


by this Congress? What cause is there to alarm 


the depository banks? Is it to be found in the 
vote of last Thursday in relation to the memorial 
of the Government directors? Is it to be found in 
the inconstancy and irresolution of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, or of that distinguished patriot 
who presides over the Executive Department of 
this Government? No, no, sir. The history of 


i the past is enough to admonish the world not to 


found any hopesupon the fickleness and instability 


| of those public functionaries who have ordered 


the removal of the deposites; with the sagacity to 
see plainly the path of duty, they unite the energy 
to follow it. 

‘The necessity of committing the report in ques- 
tion to the Committee of Ways and Means is de- 
monstrated by the strange incongruities in which 
gentlemen who oppose the motion to reconsider 
involve themselves. We were told by an eminent 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, a few days ago, 
[Mr. Brinney,] whose very ingenious remarks | 
listened to with great interest, that a reference of 


| this report to a Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union would, in effect, and for the 
purpose of discussion,in Committee of the.Whole, 
be an admission of the truth of the facts set forth 
in the report,and the gentleman resorted to certain 
legal analogies to illustrate the view he took of the 
He told us that we were a court of re- 
view, called upon to revise the act of the Secretary 
of the Treasury; that his report was his award, 
and that, as an appellate tribunal, we could not 
look beyond the report; that it embodied all the facts 
and reasons of the Secretary, and that the report 
must stand or fall by itself, and that nothing ex- 
trinsic could be received; and yet, strange as it 
may seem, he tells us almost in the same breath 
that the public deposites are unsafe in the State 
banks! Whence does he derive this fact? Fiom 
the report of the Secretary? No,sir. Hetravels 
out of the record tosupport hiscase. This proves 
the necessity of referring the subject'to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, who have power to 
inquire into this all-important question, whether 
the public deposites are safe. ‘he Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union have no 
means of shedding any new light upon this all-im- 
portant point. The question of the security or 
insecurity of your public treasure is one of vital 


{| interest to this nation, and should be referred to a 


committee that can make the necessary inquiry. 
Gentlemen tell us that they are willing, for the 
purpose of bringing the matter immediately be- 
fore the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, to admit the factsset forth in the report; 
or, in other words, they seem to demur to the 
report of the Secretary. I deny, sir, that any 
gentleman has a right to put in a d@murrer that 
shall conclude the House. We may not be dis- 
posed to be very skeptical in relation to the facts 
and deductions of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and yet we may and should be disposed, from a 
spirit of justice to the bank, to refer this matter to 
a committee to examine and report whether the 
Secretary had not misconceived er given undue 
weight to facts; and I deny that gentlemen have a 
right to make any admission that shall supersede 
this further investigation. While, on the one hand, 


1 would not sanction the relaxation of those over- 
indulgent prosecutors, who have heretofore filed 
their bills of indictment against the bank; so, on 
the other, I would not be too ready to try and 
condemn it upon the admissions of those who have 
undertaken its defence. 1 shall vote for a recon- 
sideration, to the end that the subject may be 
referred to the appropriate committee. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said the invariable rule of all 
legislative bodies was to settle great principles in 
the Committee of the Whole, and then to settle 
questions of detail in the standing committees. 
‘his was the parliamentary rule. Our course, 
should be, first, to ascertain whether we have the 
right to violate the stipulations of the charter; 
and second, whether the President, on speculative 
conjectures as to the interference of the bank in 
elections, can direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to remove the deposites. When these questions 
are settled the House can direct any committee to 
report a bill in conformity with its decisions. The 
public mind would thus be quieted. He besought 
the House not to permit the great interests of the 
community to be sacrificed while we carried on 
these petty disputes. It might be sport to us, but 
tothe community it wasdeath. Any man who, to 
serve any party purpose, shall keep back this ques- 
tion from a decision-—but there is no such member 
here—deserves the execration of the community. 
There was no reason to go before a standing com- 
mittee, unless for the purpose of obtaining another 
report in favor of the President’s course. Had 
not the President given reasons, sufficiently ample 
and at length for his course? Had not the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury taken time and pains 
enough to report his reasons for an act which he 
did two months before the commencement of the 
session? - if the House went into the Committee 
of the Whole on the subject he would introduce 


‘resolutions for the action of the House upon it. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND said he had voted twice 
for the previous question, and again he should vote 
for it when he had an opportunity. . He belonged 
to that class of Representatives who were more 
anxious for the settlement of this question than 
of any other question. His constituents were 
deeply interested’ in an immediate decision of the 
question. But he thought the most speedy way 
of obtaining a decision was to refer the subject to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. If we went 
into the discussion in the Committee of the Whole 
we should never reach a decision. The Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means would immediately give 
us a resolution, upon which our action would be 
definite and speedy. There must be anissue made 
up, and upon what issue would the House sooner 
act than upon one presented in a regular form from 
a standing committee? In the Committee of the 
Whole we should have a dozen projects—one 
from the gentleman from South Carolina, others 
from many members. He hoped the question of 
reference would be settled this day. If the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means did not present a 
speedy report, he pledged himself to call upon 
them for thereport. Action, action, was what he 
demanded. 

Mr. FOOT said that the House could act upon 
the resolutions proposed to be submitted by the 
gentleman from South Carolina as well as upon 
the issue which may be presented by the Commit- 
teeof Ways and Means. To avoid a discussion 
on the subject was impossible, and the sooner we 
went into it the sooner we should arrive at a re- 
sult, He referred to the rules of the House to 
show that the usage was to refer certain subjects 
to the Committee of the Whole, and contended 
that this was a subject which should take that 
direction. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, did not agree with the 
gentleman from South Carolina, that the reasons 
given by the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
removal of the deposites were insufficient, but he 
had made up his mind that the proper place for the 
discussion of the subject was in the Committee of 
the Whole. He had twice voted against the pre- 
vious question, and again heshould vote againat it. 
He was in favor of free and full discussion of 
every question of publicimportance. The discus; 
sion of this question was due to all those who were 
parties to it; it was due to the bank, to the State. 
banks, to the public. As the matter must be 
finally settled in Committee of the Whole, He saw 


1833. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


39 


no reason why we should delay to bring it before 
that committee. h 

Mr. PEYTON said the people had pronounced ; 
a judgment upon the subject, which we were now 
called upon hastily to reverse. The American 
people dread no power—that of a corporation, or 
of any other power. The alarm attempted to be | 
excited was without foundation. His own opin- 
ion was, that the subject ought to be referred first 
to a committee, and upon the report of that com- 
mittee the Elouse should act. The movement of 
the Secretary of the Treasury two months in ad- 
vance of the meeting of Congress was necessary, 
he contended, in order to prevent the bank from 
withdrawing from the general circulation of the 
country nine millions of dollars more. He re- | 
ferred to many charges against the bank, which, 
unless gentlemen on the other side admitted them, 
ought to be subjects of investigation in a standing | 

„committee. Facts as to which any dispute should 
arise could not be settled in the Committee of the 
Whole. f 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, wished the 
House to understand the nature of the question: | 
it was a motion to reconsider a vote sending the 
report of the Secretary to the Committee of the 

- Whole. Why is the motion made? Itis to send 
the paper to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
‘What purpose isto be served by that course? First, | 
it is said to be the usage of the House to refer | 
such papers to that committee. But we referred, | 
at the commencement of every session, the Presi- 
dent’s message to the Committee of the Whole. 
Why? Because it relates to great and gerreral sub- 
jects—the great matters of the Union. There it 
was dissected and disposed of. The principle was, | 
that all great subjects should be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole. The usage on smaller 
questions was exactly opposite. The argument of | 
usage, therefore, falls to the ground. What is the 
next reason? The Committee of Ways and Means | 
is to furnish facts. What right has that commit- 
tee to give us facts? We are to look to the Sec- | 
retary for the facts upon which the Secretary has 
acted. .When we have his reasons what more do | 
we want? Why, it is said, that there must be a | 
report, echoing some public documents already 
before us. Well, if it is to go there for political 
purposes, let it be so understood. Leta political 
report, for political effect, be made. Butone thing 
he desired: that these two matters—the report of į 
the Secretary and the President’s message—should 
not be separated. 

Mr. LANE said, that so faras he had been able’ 
tó gather the intentions of gentlemen, all were 
agreed in desiring as speedy a conclusion as could 
be arrived at; and, so far as his own vote was con- 
cerned, it should be on that side which he consid- 
ered best calculated to reach that end. He was ! 

` willing to put the question as to the proper dispo- 
gition of the report of the Secretary on a single 
proposition advanced by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. McDurrim.}] That gentleman said 
the paper must go to the Committee of the Whole, 
in order that the great and obvious principles in- | 
volved might there be settled. Now, he had sup- 
posed that the great and obvious principles of truth 
were always known and always settled; that they 
were firm and settled as the course of time; and that | 
great principles were only useful in their practical 
application to things. He had now, for the first 
time, learned what was the real object of that gen- 
tleman: it was to discuss the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, together with the weekly 
reports of the bank; and the gentleman had had 
the candor to tell the House that those weekly re- 
ports do contradict the averments of the Secretary; 
so that it appeared an issue was to be made up 
between the statements of the Secretary and the 
statements of the bank reports. Now, how was 
this issue to be settled? By first discussing great 


l| great object on all hands, let the paper go to the | 


| Patton, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Peyton, F. Pierce, 
| Pierson, Polk, Pope, Ramsey, Schenck, Schley, 


iderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- | 


and obvious principles in Committee of theWhole? | 
` No. By sending both, together with the reports 
of the directors of the bank, to the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means. Let the committee settle the 
issue; and let them bring back, as speedily as pos- 
sible, their report into the House. When once 
the facts were settled, what was the object of dis- 
cussion? To ascertain the truth. Was the Sec- 
retary right, or were the directors right? When 
this was the question brought before the Commit. | 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, how 


simple and. how obvious would be the inquiry 
which would occupy its attention! It waseasy to 
apply great principles—they were as simple as 
light. Inasmuch as the saving of time was the 


Committee of Ways and Means; let it be accom- 
panied, if gentlemen pleased, with instructions; 
and let the investigation, the decision, and the re- 
port follow each other in quick succession. ` 

The House had been told that a great state of | 
alarm existed in the country, and that a farther | 
continuance of the present state of uncertainty was 
much more to be apprehended than any result of 
the question. Since this had been stated, and facts 
had been referred to in support of it, he would in- 
quire of gentlemen (he did it with great reluctance, 
and should not, had not the statements made 
compelled him to such a course) who had spread 
this alarm?. Who had proclaimed it abroad? The | 
Secretary had declared in his report that all was 
well; here was the voice of peace. Did the gen- 
tleman learn it from the venerable man who filled 
the Executive chair? No. Did he hear it from j 
gentlemen on that floor who were the avowed 
friends of the Administration? No. The alarm 
came from a different quarter entirely. The cry of 
“fire !”? came from the opposite side of the House. | 
No doubt the ery was raised in all sincerity, but it | 
came not from those who acted withhim. Mr. L. 
concluded by expressing his hope that the paper 
would go to the Committee of Ways and Means, į 
that they would report without delay, and that all 
would act upon the subject without reference to 
local or to party feelings, and like members of 
one common family, would all conspire to allay 
the alarm which was said to prevail. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Baylies, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, 
John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, | 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel Clark, 
Clay, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, P. Dicker- 
son, D. W. Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fow- 
ler, William K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Ghol- 
son, Gillett, Joseph Hail, Thos. H. Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, R. 
M. Johnson, N. Johnson, C. Johnson, B. Jones, 
Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, 
Lawrence, Lea, Leavitt, Lee, Loyall, Lucas, Ly- 
on, Abijah Mann, J. K. Mann, Mardis, Mason, 
McCarty, McComas, McKay, McKim, McKin- 
ley, McLene, McVean, Miller, R. Mitchell, Muh- 
lenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, 


A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, 
Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William 
Taylor, John Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Van- 


well, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, C. P. White, 
and Wise—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, H. Allen, C. 
Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, 
Barringer, Bates, Beatty, J. M. Bell, ' Binney, | 
Bouldin, Briggs, Bullard, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, W. Clark, | 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin,Coulter, Crane,Crock- 
ett, Darlington, John Davis, W. R. Davis, A. 
Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Den- 
nis, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward 
Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, 
Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Gamble, Gilmer, 
Gordon, Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Ha- 
zeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, 
W. Cost Johnson, Seaborn Jones, King, Lewis, 
Love, Martindale, Marshall, McDufiie, McKen- 
nan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, Selden, W. B. Shepard, Wm. 
Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, Wm. P. Tay- 
lor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, | 
Vance, Vinton, Watmough, E. D. White, Fred- | 
erick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, | 
Williams, Wilson, and Young—102. 


So the Elouse agreed to reconsider the vote re- 
ferring the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the Committee of the Whole. | 


+ 


Mr. POLK.: then moved that the report of the 


‘Secretary of the Treasury be referred to the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means. SODI 
_ Mr. McDUFFIE moved the following instruc- 
tions to the Committee on Ways and Means, .. 
“To report a joint resolution providing that the: . 
public revenue hereafter collected be deposited in 
the Bank of the United States, in conformity with: 
the public faith pledged in the charter of the said: 
bank.” i eae 
Mr. McDUFFIE then moved [at half past three 
o’clock] that the Fiouse do now adjourn. : 
Messrs. PATTON and WARDWELL. being: 
appointed tellers, the question was taken on the 
adjournment, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
110, noes 102. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, December 18, 1833. 
A message was received from. the. President of 
the United States by Mr. Donelson, his Private 
Secretary. 


Various memorials and petitions were presented 
bv Messrs. WILKINS, SILSBEE, CHAM- 


| BERS, WRIGHT, KENT, FRELINGHUY- 


SEN, HENDRICKS, TYLER, PRENTISS, 
McKEAN, SPRAGUE, SHEPLEY, TIPTON. 
Mr. EWING, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Hugh 
McGinnis, deceased; which was read twice, an 
referred to the Committee on Claims. : 

Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave given, introduced 
a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of Captain Robert Beal, deceased; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. TYLER, on leave given, introduced a bilf 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Wil- 
liam McKinley; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. E 

Mr. BIBB, on leave given, introduced a bill for 
the relief of the sureties of John H. Morton; which ’ 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, together with additional documents 
in relation thereto. 

Mr. SILSBEE, on leave given, introduced a 
bill for the relief of Phineas Sprague and others; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, so much of 
the President’s message as relates to the public 


i lands was referred to the Committee on the Pub- 


lic Lands. : 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, so much of thè - 
President’s message as relates to the Post Office, 
was referred to the Committee on Post Officesand 
Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to commerce was 
referred to the committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to finance was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to Indian affairs 
was referred to the committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, so much of the 
message as relates to military affairs was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, so much of 
the said message as relates to naval affairs was 
referred to the committee on that subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
communications from the Secretary of War and 
Commissioner of Pensions; which, on motion of 

Mr. TOMLINSON, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the following resolu- 
tion, offered by him on Tuesday the 11th instant, 
was considered and agreed to. x 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
appoint an agent to receive evidence of losses sus- 
tained by the inhabitants of the now State of Ala- 
bama by a hostile eruption af a party of Creek 
Indians in the year 1814, by which Fort Mims 
was taken, and those who had fled there for pro- 
tection massacred. 
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On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill granting 
to. the State of Missouri a certain quantity of | 
public land for purposes of internal improvement, 
and the bill. graduating the price of the public 
lands, were referred to the Committee on Public | 

ands. 

N On motion of Mr. MOORE, the bill to establish 
a pension agency in North Alabama was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. far geen 

‘On motion of Mr. MOORE, the bill authorizing 
a_relinquishment of the sixteenth section of the 
public lands granted for the use of schools, and 
granting other lands in lieu thereof, was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY; the bill to distribute 
the proceeds of the public lands to and among the 
several States, for a limited period, was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the bill pro- 
viding for the fulfii;ment of the compact of 1802 
between the United States and Georgia was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the bill to pro- 
vide indemnity for French spoliations was referred 
to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. W EB- 
STER, CHAMBERS, GRUNDY, and Benton. And 

The special order of the day being announced 
by the Chair to be the consideration of the resolu- 
tion relative to the removal of the deposites— 

Mr. CLAY said he was aware that the subject 
was one which ought to be disposed of at as early 
a period as was practicable. ] 
had been called for in relation to this matter, 
which has not been had, and which it was neces- 
sary to obtain before he could go into the discus- 
sion of the question, and therefore he moved a 
postponement of it until Monday next; which was 
agreed to, 

+ On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the bill for the 
relief of A. G. Ralston and G. Ralston was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill to regu- 
late and fix the pay of the Medical Staff of the 


Army was referred to the Committee on Military |! 


Affairs, 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill 
for the relief of Thomas Rhoads and others, and 
the bill for the relief of John Hanmer and William 
Johnson, were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads; and 

The bill for the relief of Theodore Brightwell 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. MOORE, the bill for the 
relief of Eli Robbing, and the bill for the relief of 
John McCarty, were referred to the Committee on - 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. TYLER, the bill for the 
relief of Robert White was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. TYLER, the bill for the 

- relief of William Mosby was referred to the Com- | 
mittee. on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the bill grant- 
ing compensation to certain persons for horses lost 
in the late war was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. $ 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the bill granting ! 
preémption rights to settlers on the public lands 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office be directed to communicate to the 
Senate—. : 

ist. The whole amount of public lands belong- 
ing to the United States, exhibiting the net pro- 
ceeds, and distinguishing between those which 
have been sold within the limits of Louisiana, 
Florida, and other parts.of the United States, re- 
spectively, and including the latest returns. 

2d. The whole amount of public lands which 
haye been surveyed and exposed to sale in the 
several States and Territories; and showing the 
amount sold and the amount remaining to be sold, 
according to the last returns. pi 

34. The amount which has been actually pat- 
ented in bounties to the Army during the late war. | 

4th, The amount granted to each of the several 
States and Territories, and for what purposes. 

Sth. The amount set apart or reserved for schools 


1 
i 
} 
1 


+, same committee. 


Some information || 


|| ber, 1833; and copies of the other correspondence | 


6th. The amount granted in donations, for the 
cultivation of the vine and olive, to Lafayette, and 
for all other. purposes. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to remove obstructions to the 
navigation of the Wabash river, and that the doc- 
uments on that subject now on file in the office of 
the Secretary of the Senate be also referred to the 


Mr. ROBBINS submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a naval depot and post of expedition 
and rendezvous within the waters of Narragansett 

ay. . 

Resolved, That so much of the réport of the 
Board of Navy Commissioners, made October 19, 
1829, and of the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, made December 6, 1830, as relates to the 
i establishment of a depot within said waters, to-. 
i gether with the report of the survey of said bay, 
communicated to the Senate‘December 19, 1832, 
with the several.charts relating to the same, be 
referred to said committee. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution: ` : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Greensburg, by Fugitsville, Hartville,Goshen, and 
Newburg, to Columbus. 

Also, a post route from Indianapolis, by Dan- 
ville, Bainbridge, and Chiltonville, to Rockville. 

Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 

j tion: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making appropriations for the following objects, 
viz: ; 


lst. An appropriation for constructing a ship 
channel to connect the waters of the River Raisin 
with La Plaisance Bay, in the Territory of Mich- 
igan, under the direction of the War Department. 

21. An appropriation for constructing a harbor 
at the mouth of St. Joseph’s river, on Lake Mich- 
„igan, in Michigan Territory. 


| surveying the obstructionsto the navigation of St. 
Joseph’s river and its tributaries, as far up as the 
said streams may be considered navigable. 

4th. An appropriation for constructing a harbor 
| at the mouth of Trail creek, on Lake Michigan, 
| in the State of Indiana. 


| Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: <’ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate the correspondence between that 
Department and the several agents, and other per- 
| sons who have been employed in the removal, or 
| inthearrangement for removal, of the Indian tribes. 
Also, all correspondence between the Department 
and other individuals on the subject of Indian 
affairs, including the names of agents, or other 
persons, who have been employed in making 
Indian treaties, in the removal of Indians, taking 
the census of Indians, or in locating the reserva- 
tions allowed by treaties to Indians, with a state- 
ment of the several sums disbursed by each, show- 


has been paid, and the specific services or consid- 
eration for which they have been paid. 
Mr. CLAY submitted the foliowing resolutions: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
directed to communicate to the Senate a copy of | 
the entire letter addressed by Mr. Crawford, when 
! Secretary of the Treasury, under date the 13th 


Bank of New York, an extract from which is 
į recited in his report to Congress of the 3d Decem- 


, of Mr. Crawford with the banks about that pe- 
riod, to passages in which the Secretary alludes | 

in the same report. | 

_ Resolved, also, That the Secretary be directed to | 


in the several States and Territories. 


3d. An appropriation to defray the expense of |! 


| ing the amount expended, the persons t it |i X 
1105 p 2 p owhomit |; ney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darling- 


February, 1817, to the President of the Mechanics? | 


i 
| 
communicate to the Senate a copy of the corre- || 


spondence between the agent appointed during the 
last summer, to inquire upon what terms the State 
banks would undertake to perform the services to 
the Government which had been performed by the 


! Bank of the United States and the said banks; a 


copy of the report made, if one was made, by the 
said agent to the Secretary or the Executive; the 
name of the agent, his compensation, and in virtue 
of what law he was appointed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 18, 1833. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. BINNEY presented a memorial from the 
President and Directors of the Bank of the United 
States, asking redress for the violation of their 
charter by the removal of the public deposites, 
He did not desire any action upon it now, but 
would move that it should be laid on the table and 
printed. i 

Mr. POLK moved that the memorial should be 


i referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


and demanded that the question should be taken 
by yeas and nays; which were ordered—yeas 95, 
nays not counted. 

Mr. WATMOUGH rose to address the House, 
but the SPEAKER informed him it was not in 
order to debate a motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. POLK called for a division of the question. 

Mr. BINNEY asked for the reading of the 


| memorial; which was as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States. 
The Board of Directors of the Bank of the 
United States respectfully represent— 
That by the charter of the bank it was stipu- 


| lated between the Congress of the United States 


and the stockholders of the Bank of the United 
States, that in consideration of a full equivalent 
rendered by them in monéy and services, they 
were entitled to the custody of the public moneya 
which were not to be withdrawn from it, unlesa 
for the reasons of the sufficiency of which Con- 
gress, and Congress alone, was the final judge. 
That the bank has in all things faithtully per- 
formed the stipulations of the charter. 
Nevertheless, since the adjournment of Con- 


| gress, the Secretary of the Treasury has issued an 


order on the 26th of September last, withdrawing 
from the possession of the bank the custom-house 
bonds deposited therein, and has subsequently 


| transferred to certain State banks a large portion 


of the public moneys then in the safe-keeping of 
the bank, with the purpose of making them here- 
after the permanent depositories of the public 


; revenue. 


The Board of Directors, therefore, deem it their 
duty forthwith to apprise your honorable bodies ` 


| of the violation of the chartered rights of the 


stockholders, and to ask such redress therefor as 
to your sense of justice may seem proper. 
By order of the board: 
N. BIDDLE, 
President of the Bank of the United States. 

PHILADELPHIA, December 9, 1833. 

The question on that part of the motion—to ley 
it on the table—was put; and decided in the nega- 
tive; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, H. Allen, C. 
Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, 
Barringer, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Bullard, Bull, Bard, Burges, Cage, 
Chambers, Chiton, Choate, Wm. Clark, Clow- 


ton, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
Dickson, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Hor 
ace Everett, Felder, Gordon, Gorham, Grayson, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, J. 
Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, J. W. Hun- 
tington, Wm. C. Johnson, Seaborn Jones, King, 
Love, Martindale, Marshall, McComas, McKen- 
nan, Mercer, Milligan, Patton, Pinckney, Potts, 
Rencher, Shepard, Shepperd, Wm. Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, 
Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. 
White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Wilde, Williams, Young—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen, Bates, Baylies, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley,. Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, 
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John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel Clark, . 
Clay, Clayton, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, 
Dickinson, Duncan, Dunlap, Ewing, Fillmore, 
Forester, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, William K. 
Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gholson, Gillet, Gil- 
mer, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hub- 
bard, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. 
Johnson, Noadiali Johnson, Cave Johnson, Ben- 
jamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lea, Leavitt, Lee, Loyaill, 
Lucas, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, 
Mason, McCarty, McIntire, McKay, McKim, 
McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, R. Mitch- 
ell, Samuel McD. Moore, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
Ozgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, Pearce, 
Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Ramsey, Schenck, 
Schley, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, 
Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, 
William P. Taylor, John Thomson, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Webster, Whallon, Campbell P. White, 
Wilson, Wise—126. f 

The memorial was then ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CHILTON moved to amend Mr. Poix’s 
motion, by instructing the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, in substance, to report a joint resolu- 
tion directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
restore the public deposites to the Bank of the 
United States. 

[Mr. C. addressed the House at length in sup- 
port of his amendment, and went into the geheral 
subject of the bank; but having concluded with a 
request to the reporters that although they might, 
if hey thought proper, present their own views, 
they should abstain from giving his remarks until 
further directions from him; and, as will be seen 
in the subsequent procpedings that theamendment 
was withdrawn by Mr. C., the reporter feels | 
pleasure in acceding to his wishes.] 


The yeas and nays having been ordered on the j; 


call of Mr. Carztox, and the question on his 
amendment stated, ; 

Mr.McDUFFIE requested the gentleman from 
Kentucky to withdraw his proposition, as it 
seemed to forestall the other proceedings, which 
were then undisposed of, and about to come up 
for discussion. 

Mr. CHILTON consented to withdraw his 
amendment, and the memorial was then referred 
to the-Committee of Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Vermont, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of restoring to the roll of invalid pensioners the 
names of those who have relinquished their claim 
to such pensions for the purpose of obtaining the 
benefit of the pension laws of the 18th March, 

1818, and 1st of May, 1820. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to consider all matters referred to 
them touching the public buildings and public 
grounds within the city of Washington, with leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. McINTIRE, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making appropriation by law for paying Nicho- 
las Seammon, the bearer of a prize certificate the | 
amount due thereon, which certificate issued from 
the War Cflice of the United States, under date of ! 
the 29:h of April, 1780, for $500, with interest 
annually, payable to Thomas Cutts, or bearer, 
numbered 228. 

On motion of Mr. DEMING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Jonathan Elkins, | 
of Caledonia county, in the State of Vermont, on 
account of his services.and sufferings during the 
war of the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. WARDWELL, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of granting a | 
pension to Abel Potter, of tle State of New York, | 
for his services in the revolutionary war. 


hd 


- Mr. STEWART submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies one day for consideration: 


to communicate to this House the report of the 
engineer employed to make a survey, plan, and. 
estimate, with a view to the improvement of the 
steamboat navigation of the Monongahela river. 
On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, - me 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


| Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 


of making compensation to the heirs of Benjamin 
Harvey, deceased, for bounty lands, and services 
rendered the United States during the revolution- 
ary war. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Ab- 
ingdon, Va., to Grayson Court-House, in the 
same State. > 

On motion of Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an additional appropriation of land to 
satisfy the warrants jn scrip which have issued, or 
which may hereafter issue, according to the reso- 
lutions and laws of the United States and Virginia, 
for revolutionary services. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be insirucied to inquire into the expediency of 


i| amending and continuing the act of Congress 


entitled * An act in addition to an act entitled an 
act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of the 
United States,” which expires the 4th of March 
next. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That all the papers and documents 
now on the files of the Fouse in relation to the 
| establishment of an armory on the western waters, 
| be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and that they have leave to report by bill or other- 
! wise. ` 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies one day: 
| Resolved, That so much of the 13th rule of the 
| House as follows, to wit: ‘and other persons 
| introduced hy the Speaker or by a member of the 
| House, shall be admitted within the Hall of the 
House of Representatives,” be, and the same is 
i hereby, rescinded. 


On motion of Mr.. HANNEGAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the necessary sur- 
vey and construction of a harbor at the mouth of 
Trail creek, on Lake Michigan, 

On motion of Mr. KINNARD, 

Resolied, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
embracing the State of Indiana and the Territories 
of Michigan and ELuron, in one surveyor general’s 
district; and of locating the office of surveyor gen- 
| eral for said district at Indianapolis in the State 
of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Ilinois, 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 


improving the navigation of the Kaskaskia river, 
in the State of Hlinois, from the town of Shelby- 
ville to its junction with the Mississippi river. 
Resolved, That the same committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of causing a resur- 
vey of the national road from Vandalia, the seat 


sissippi river. 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of affording some efficient aid to the State of Fi- 
nois, in the construction of a steamboat canal from 
Lake Michigan to the Illinois river. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following preamble 
and resolution; which was agreed to: 
| Whereas the President of the United States 
| entértains doubts of the action of Congress on the 
| claims of six companies of Missouri militia, for 
| services rendered during the late war with the In- 
dians on the northern frontier, consequently pay- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed” 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of causing a survey and estimate of the expensqof | 


of government, in the State of Illinois, to the Mis- 


l ment to those companies has been withheld, there- 

fore, cae ile 

| Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire whether an appro-= . 
, priation for the purpose aforesaid was made at the 

| last session of Congress, and if not, fo inquire into 

| the expediency of appropriating a sufficient sum: 

| for that. purpose. in A 
_ Mr. EWING submitted th 
tion: : s; 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing a national currency of $35,000,000, 
to be founded upon the faith of the United States, 
and to be unconnected with, and independent of, 
all direct Executive control, except as may be 
required for the nomination of directors; “said 
currency to be struck, perfected, and issued in a 
department of the Mint of the United States, under 
| regulations to secure an impartial distribution 
| thereof among the several States, respectively, 
according to representative population, if the same 
| be required in virtue of the plighted faith and re- 
sources of each State so requiring, to the United 
States for its redemption, according to. the legal 
stipulations on its face, and the payment of such 
| bonus to the Treasury of the United States to defray 
| expense, and to guarantee ulterior responsibility, 
as may be prescribed; and said currency so author- 
| jzed and loaned, according to the prescribed ratio, 
to States requiring its use, when loaned to the 
people through State instrumentality, shall be 
received in payment of public lands, and in pay- 
ment of all other revenue accruing to the General 
Government, and shall be obligatory upon the 
State issuing the same to redeem on demand at her 
office of discount and deposite, which said State 
office, when established, under State guarantee, to 
loan and to redeem said currency, shall be the. 
| place of deposite pf all public money collected or 
belonging to the General Government, within the 
i limits of the State where it existed; also, to inquire 
into the comparative expediency of establishing a 
national bank, based upon a specie capital, to be 
farnished by the several States, as sole stockhold- 
ers thereof, on a scale proportionate to the-repre- 
sentative population of each, with a branch in each 
State, the institution to be regulated in strict ac- 
cordance with uniform general rules, adopted by 
Congress under a directory of State appointment, 
and each State to enjoy the benefit of a capital, and 
exercise a power in accordance with her vested 
interest therein; said committee to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. EWING said this was a momentous ques- 
tion. This Union was dependent on no corpora- 
tions. This House had the power of creating a 
sound currency for the country, if the local cur- 
rency should become disordered. He could show 
that the institution which he proposed would pro- 
duce a safer and more uniform currency than we 
now had. It would also enrich the States, and 
; promote those improvements où which the pros- 
| perity of the country depends. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. STEWART, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 

Tuurspay, December, 19, 1833. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
| Messrs. PRENTISS, LINN, BIBB, RIVES, 
| HILL, PRESTON, CHAMBERS, WRIGHT, 
| FRELINGHUYSEN, BELL, TOMLINSON, 
! SPRAGUE, TYLER, CLAY, WILKINS, 
| SILSBEE, and KING, of Alabama. 
i Mr. POINDEXTER, on leave given, presented 
| a bill for the relief of Elihu Hall Bay; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. i 

Mr. CHAMBERS, on leave given, introduced 
a bill providing for payment of interest on the 
claims of the several States for moneys advanced 
during the last war; which was read twice, and 
efefred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

' Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be author- 
ized to subscribe for three daily papers published 
in the District of Columbia, for the use of the 
Senate. 
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On motion of Mr. TYLER, the bill for the re- 
‘fief of Moses Sheppard was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. : 

Mr. TYLER, on leave given, presented a bill 
to.repeal the act for the better organization of the 
Treasury Department, passed-in May, 1820. 

On motion of Mr. TYLER, the bill was read 
twice.and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
* Mr. CLAY presented. a petition from citizens 
of Schenectady, New York, requesting the atten- 
tion of Congress to the frequent fires on board 
steamboats. Mr. C. hoped that the committee to 
whom it might be referred would also direct its 
attention to another subject of immense import- 
ance, and intimately connected with this, which 
_was the frequent lamentable accidents and loss of 
life resulting from the bursting of steamboat boilers. 
He suggested the reference of the petition to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

.. Mr. BIBB thought the most proper reference 
would be the Committee on Commerce. He 
thought that so far as Congress was authorized to 
interfere on such a subject, it-must be with a view 


to regulate the commercial intercourse of the com- | 


munity, therefore he thought the Committee on 
Commerce was the most appropriate one. 

Mr. CLAY said it was indifferent to him. . 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Naval A ffairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, calling for information which, he said, every 
member of the Senate would desire to be laid be- 
fore the House, and he hoped no objection would 
be made to its being immediately considered: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to communicate to the Senate a statement 
of all the allowances made by him beyond the 
sume stipulated in the original contract, since the 
6th of April, 1829, specifying in every case the 
service to be performed by the original contract, 
and the sums to be paid thereon; the nature and 
extent of each. facility or improvement, and the 
extra allowance made therefor, and the names of 
the persons to whom the allowance has been made, 
and at what time. : 

2d. A statement of the curtailments of facilities 
lately made by the Department, specifying each 
route, and the names of the respective contractors, 
and the amount of the diminutions of service, and 
of compensation in each case; also, what routes, 
if any, have been discontinued. 

3d. The expense incurred in putting into opera- 
tion the post routes established by the act of the 
15th June, 1832, and the cost of transporting the 
mail on said routes in each year. 

Mr. CLAY said he was glad that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee had offered this resolution. 
There was no branch of the General Government 
the correct administration of which was of. more 
importance than that of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. If there were abuses in it—he did not say 
there were any—they ought to be corrected. He 
would, however, suggest to the gentfeman, that if 
the resolution was not limited as to time much 
delay would. ensue.. If there was any truth in 
what rumor said on the subject, great abuses ex- 
isted in that branch of the Government. The 
Postmaster General, if the inquiry were not lim- 
ited, might go back to the time of Mr. Habersham’s 
administration in search of information supposed 
to be wanted, and thus we would never have a 
report. i 

Mr. GRUNDY thought the gentleman from 
Kentucky had not attended to the phraseology of 
the resolution; if he had, he would have perceived 
that it only went back to the commencement of 
Mr. Barry’s administration. The gentleman had 
observed that if what rumor said was true, there 
were great abuses in the Department. 
G.) hoped gentlemen would not trust to rumor. 
We want the truth; we want facts. His object 
was this: He wanted the facts to.come out, and if 
there be anything wrong there, let it come out, 
and let the people know it. But if nothing cen- 
surable shall appear, let all ramors be put down. 


Let us see what the present head of that Depart- |} 


ment has done, and then let opinion be formed. 
He could not believe it possible that any delay 
could occur. Ina very few weeks we cou:d have 


all the information required, and more, if the Sen- | 


atedesired it. The resolution embraced the whole 
administration of that Department from the com- 


He (Mr. | 


| mencement of Mr. Barry’s administration of it, 


|i be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


and he hoped all would suspend their opinions— | 

would wait until the information to be obtained 

should justify either censure or approbation. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the. Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John 
A. Webster. 


Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
bè instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
passing a law for preventing, as far as may be, 
accidents to vessels employed in the foreign or 
coastwise commerce of the United States from 
the explosion of steam. 

‘Mr. MANGUM said it was with profound re- 
gret that he rose to call the attention of the Senate 
to a subject involving important principles. He 
alluded to the message of the President of the 
United States to the Senate of the 12th instant. 
He regretted that the duty devolved upon him. 
He had hoped some other gentleman than himself 
would have directed the attention of the Senate to 
it. The subject was one involving matters of 
grave moment, as it touched the great constitu- 
tional rights of the Senate, and as it touched that 
high courtesy and mutual respect which ought to 
subsist between the various branches of the Gov- 
ernment. That the Senate should prove deficient 
in these respects would to him be matter of great 
regret, That the Senate had transcended its con- 
stitutional rights, in the request which it had made 
on the Executive in the matter alluded to, must 
not be admitted. It was, therefore, due to the 
dignity of the Senate, and due to the institutions 
of the country, to review its whole course in this 
matter, and if the Senate had done wrong—if it 
had transcended its rights—to retrace their steps. 
But if it had not transcended its just rights, it was 
our duty to maintain the constitutional rights of 
the Senate. He (Mr. M.) was one who, in the 
simplicity of his heart, had voted for the resolu- 
tion calling for information of the President—never 
dreaming of its being an invasion of Executive 
power. And he would suppose it impossible that 
the Senate should lose sight of that respect which 
was due to the highest functionary of the Govern- 
ment. His object was to take up the message for 
consideration, and to move its reference to a select 
committee. 

Which was agreed to. . 


The Senate then balloted, when the following 
gentlemen were announced as the committee: 
Messrs. Maneaum, Wuite, Forsyru, Ewine, 
Sournary, Rives, and Biss. 

Mr. FORSYTH asked to be excused from 
serving upon the committee, 

Mr. GRUNDY hoped the gentleman would not 
be excused, or all might be excused. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, gentlemen did not seem 
to perceive the awk ward situation in which he was 
placed. He would be compelled to sit in judgment 
between the President of the United States and 
the majority of the Senate upon a matter in which 
his opinion was unchanged, and, he might say, 
unchangeable. 

Mr. BIBB opposed Mr. Forsyru’s request, 
which was not agreed to. 


Sn motion of Mr. ROBBINS, the Senate con- 
curred in the joint resolution from the House of || 
Representatives for the appointment ofa Library 
Committee, and Messrs. ROBBINS, POINDEXTER, 
and Biss, were chosen on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire‘into the expediency of | 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
over to the State of Alabama, to be applied to the 
construction of a railroad from the Tennessee to 
the Alabama river, two per cent. of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, which has been 
set apart for making roads to and from said State, 
under the direction of Congress. 


The following resolutions, submitted yesterday, 
were taken up and agreed to— 

By Mr. ROBBINS: i : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 


and rendezvous within the waters of Narraganset 


bay. 

Peesolved, That so much of the report of the 
Board of Navy Commissioners, made October 19, 
1829, and of the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, made December 6, 1830, as relates to the 
establishment of a depot within said waters, to- 
gether with the report of the survey of said bay, 
communicated to the Senate, December 19, 1832, 
with the several charts relating to the same, be 
referred to said committee. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: ` 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Greensburg by Fugitsville, Hartville, Goshen, 
and Newburg, to Columbus. À 

Also, a post route from Indianapolis, by Dan- 
ville, Bainbridge, and Chiltonville, to Rockville. 

Mr, HILL presented a memorial from the Le- 
gislature of New Hampshire, requesting the Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress from that 


| State to use their exertions to procure a more per- 


fect organization of the militia of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Militia. 

Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for building a light-house at the 
mouth of the Kalamazoo and Grand rivers, on Lake 
Michigan, Michigan Territory, and for surveying 
the bars at the mouths of both these rivers. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of an 
appropriation for surveying the flats in Lake St. 
Clair, at the mouth of St. Clair river; and also for 
removing the bar, and building a pier, if neces- 
sary, at the mouth of the river Clinton, in Lake 
St. Clair, in the Territory of Michigan. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Tirrox, was taken up, considered, and 


‘adopted. Weare compelled, for want of time, to 


omit Mr. Tirton’s remarks upon the resolution. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
appropriations for the following objects, viz: 

Ist. An appropriation for commencing a ship 
channel to connect the waters of the River Raisin 
with La Plaisance bay, inthe Territory of Michi- 
gan, under the direction of the War Department, 

2d. An appropriation for constructing a harbor 
at the mouth of St. Joseph’s river, on Lake Michi- 
gan, in Michigan Territory. 

34. An appropriation to defray the expense of 
surveying the obstructions to the navigation of St. 
Joseph’s river and its tributaries, as far up as the 
said streams may be considered navigable. 

4th. Anappropriation for constructing a harbor 
at the mouth of Trail creek, on Lake Michigan, 
in the State of Indiana. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Powpexrer,was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office be directed to communicate to the 
Senate— 

Ist. The whole amount of public lands belong- 
ing to the United States; exhibiting the net pro- 
ceeds, and distinguishing between those which 
have been sold within the limits of Louisiana, 
Florida, and other parts of the United States, re- 
spectively, and including the latest returns. 

2d. The whole amount of public lands which 
have been surveyed and exposed to sale in the 
several States and Territories, and showing the 
amount sold and the amount remaining to be sold, 
according to the last returns. 

3d. The amount which has been actually pat- . 
ented in bounties to the Army during the late war. 

4th. The‘amount granted -to each of the several 
States and Territories, and for what purposes. 

5th. The amount set apart or reserved for 
schools in the several States and Territories. 

6th. The amount granted in donations, for the 
cultivatign of the vine and olive, to Lafayette, and 
for all other purposes. 


The following resolutions, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Cray, were taken up, when Mr. C. spoke 


establishing a naval depot and post of expedition 


at length in their support, and was replied to by 


* 
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as 


Mr. Forsrru. Their remarks we are compelled 
to omit for want of time. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a copy of 
the entire letter addressed by Mr. Crawford, when 
Secretary of the Treasury, under date the 13th 
February, 1817, to the President of the Mechan- 
ics’ bank of New York, an extract from which is 
recited in his report to Congress of the 31 Decem- 
ber, 1833; and copies of the other correspondence 
of Mr. Crawford with the banks about that period, 
to passages in which the Secretary alludes in the 
same report. 

Resolved, also, That the Secretary be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of the corre- 
spondence between the agent appointed during the 
last summer to inquire upon what terms the State 
barks would undertake to perform the services to 
the Government which had been performed by the 
Bank of the United States and the said banks; a 
copy of the report, if one was made, by the said 
agent to the Secretary or the Executive; the name 
of the agent, his compensation, and in virtue of 
what law he was appointed. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the annual statement of the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings. f 

The Senate then adjourned over to Monday 
next, $ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 19, 1833. 


On motion of Mr. C. P. WHITE, ; 

Resolved, That the report of the director of the 
Mint, presented to this House on the 11th instant, 
and also the consideration of the state of the coins, 
and the relative value thereof, and the valuation of 
the foreign gold and silver coins in circulation in 
the United States, be referred to a select commit- 
tee, and that said committee have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. ” 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of placing the name of Robert Reynolds 
on the roll as a revolutionary pensioner. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency of appropriating two 
sections of the public domain in aid of the sup- 
port of thẹ marine hospital at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. - 

On. motion of Mr. CONNOR, 


Resolved, That the papers in relation to the es- || 


tablishment of assay offices in the gold regions of. 
North Carolina, Virginia, and Georgia, be again 
referred to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. CHILTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims . be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making |! 


compensation to James McCarty for a horse be- 
longing to him which was wounded in an engage- 
ment with the Indians during the last war, while 
in the possession of Duff Green. 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of paying to George Stevens, executor of James 


Burten, deceased, the five years’ commutation of | 


fall pay in lieu of half-pay for life due to said 
Burten, under the resolves of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


of making an appropriation to. authorize a survey 
of the two White rivers in the State of Indiana, 
with a view to ascertain the practicability and 
expediency of removing certain obstructions to 
the navigation of these rivers. or 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be in- 


structed to inform this House whether a survey of | 
White and St. Francis rivers in Arkansas has been ° 


made, in obedience to an act of Congress of the 
last session, and if so, to report the same to this 
House; and if not, to state the reasons why they 
have not been surveyed. , 
Theresolution offered yesterday by Mr. W HIT- 


f 

| TLESEY, of Ohio, that so much of the 13thrule, 
“and other persons introduced by the Speaker, 
or by a member of the House, shall be admitted 
within the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
be rescinded,” coming up, - 

Mr. W. remarked that he was induced to sub- 
mit this alteration in the rule only with a view to 
the despatch of business. 

- Mr. WILDE moved, asan amendment, to omit, 
also, from the rule the words “* Treasurer, Comp- 
troller, Register, and Auditor.” 

{So that these personages should be deprived of 
the entrée into the privileged places outside the 


bar.] a 
Mr. WHITTLESEY accepted this amendment 
| as a modification. > ; 

The SPEAKER here said that there was so 
much noise beyond the bar of the House that he 
could not hear what was addressed to the Chair. 

Mr. C. C. CLAY. That convinces me of the 
necessity that exists of adopting the original mo- 
tion, but the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Georgia he did net understand. - 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS objected to any-alteration 
of the rule as it stood. 

Mr. WILDE consented to make hisamendment 
a distinct question. ® 

Mr. HARDIN complained that there wae gen- 
erally so much‘noise outside the bar that he and 
those who sat near it could not hear what was 
passing at the Speaker’s table, and expressed a 
hope that, if the noise was not discontinued, froma 
sense of politeness, some of the members in the pit 
or gallery of the Hall would exchange places with 
| those who were unfortunately on the mountain. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, said that, as he 


| was the father of the rule which it was desired to 


abolish, and consequently had been the cause of 
the present discussion, he might be permitted to 


| rule for their adoption, it was because he felt it was 
| the duty of every Representative to accommodate 
and satisfy the ladies in every particular; but things 
were now altered, as they had a large erection for 
i their satisfaction, an extensive gallery for them, 
where they could see and be seen, and hear every- 
thing that passed in the Hall; he therefore could 
now concur in the propriety of the proposed 
amendment of the honorable member from Ohio. 

After some desultory conversation, the question 
| on the motion made by Mr. WHITTLESEY was 

taken, and carried in the affirmative. 
| Mr. WARD desired to know from the honor- 
able member from Georgia for what reason it was 
sought to exclude the persons named in hisamend- 
ment—persons who had so long been in the enjoy- 
ment of that privilege, as it seemed to be rather an 
invidious uncalled -for exclusion. 

Mr. JARVIS inquired if it was in order to act 
on the amendment without being laid on the table 
| for one day? 

The SPEAKER replied it was. i 

‘Mr. WILDEsaid he did not wish to prolong the 
| discussion, recollecting the adage, de minibus lex 
| non curat. But, in answer to the member from 
| New York, he would say, that the only reason 
| that he wished to strike out of the rule the words 
| giving the privilege of entrée to the Hall to the 


why they should ever have had it. 

Mr. WARD called for the yeas and nays on 
the question. The House refused to sustaig the 
| call, and the question on the amendment of 
| Mr. WILDE being put, Messrs. BRIGGS and 
SLADE, of Ilinois, were appointed tellers; and 
it was rejected—ayes 94, noes 107. 

Mr. WATMOUGH reported a bill from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs granting certain 
| allowances to captains of marine corps. $ 

Mr. PARKER, from the: same committee, 
reported a bill to extend the time for persons on 
| the pension fund. 


reported a bill 
others. : 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Fuller Clai- 
borne. 

Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of —— Blood- 
i good, 


to compensate Susan Decatur and 


say that when he had introduced this part of the |! 


Treasurer, &c., was, that he did not see any reason {| 


Mr. PATTON, from the same committee, | 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of —— Fisher and Frosack, oe 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, a bill for the relief of — Bassompiere: 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from the Committee: 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill to. satisfy the. 


ted States for the military services of the militia, 
with some private bills. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private Land 
| vais, reported a bill for the relief of Archibald 

mall, 

All which bills were severally read twice, and 
committed. 


THE BANK DEFOSITES. 


The House proceeded to consider the motion of 
Mr. POLK to recommit to the Committee of 
Ways and Means the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the removal of the depoaites, 
together with the following instructions to the 
committee, moved by Mr. McDurriz: 


“To report a joint resolution providing that the 
public revenue hereafter collected be deposited in 
the Bank of the United States, in conformity with 
the public faith pledged in the charter of the said 
bank.” = f : 

Mr. McDUFFIE said, although he agreed with 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Curiroy] that, 
in point of strict justice, the bank was.entitled to 
indemnity for the past removal of the deposites, 
yet he would not add to the embarrassment of the 
community by restoring the money already trans- 
ferred to the State banks. He.thought, however, 
that to direct the future deposite of all public 
money in the Bank of the United States was a 
measure demanded by justice and expediency. 
The deposites had been removed, and he should 
proceed to prove that their removal waa illegal. 
The President, in his message, formally and sol- 
emnly informs us that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury had removed the deposites. There was reason 
to believe that this was not.the fact. Technically 
and strictly the deposites were not removed by 
the Secretary. We had the word of the Pres- 
ident, in a public document, [from which he read 
some passages,] that he had himself directed the 
Secretary of the Treasury to remove the deposites. ` 
After giving the reasons why he thinks the de~ 
posites should be removed, he adds, ‘‘ the Pres- 
| ident thinks,” &c.,and concludes, ‘the President 
| wishes this measure to be considered as his own,” 
&c.; and he therefore names a particular day for 
| the revenue bonds to be placed in the State banks. 
Now, he would put it to every man. acquainted 
with the ordinary import of language to say 
| whether the President had not usurped the power . 
of removing the deposites, which, in the same 
document, he admits to belong exclusively to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. From some passages 
in the paper one would think that the President 
| would rather cut off his right hand than interfere 

with a subject belonging, as he acknowledges this 
to belong, to the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He admits that the power of the Sec- 
retary over the subject is unqualified, and that he - 
; must exercise the power under his responsibility 
to Congress. But three days before the Secretary 
of the Treasury went out of office the removal of 
| the deposites is officially announced in the Govern- 
| ment gazette. The Treasury Department is an 
Executive Department: it has distinct duties from 
those devolved upon the President; but yet the 
| President assumes the exercise of those duties, 
‘ and renders the office of the Secretary of the Treas- 
‘ury a merely ministerial office. The object of 
Congress in giving this separate power to the Sec- 
retary, was evidently to keep asunder the purse 
and the sword. He doubted whether any mon- 
arch now in existence would dare to usurp the 
| power of the purse. One French King had lost 
his throne by a usurpation of a smaller extent 
| than this. It was curivus to read what the Pres- 
| ident says on this subject. {Here Mr. McDUFFIE 
l| read long extracts from the paper submitted by 
| the President to his Cabinet on the subject of the 
| deposites.] It seemed, he said, the President had 
| exercised this authority with extreme pain and 
li reluctance, and merely from the necessity of the 
case. Usurped power was always accepted with 
| reluctance. Cæsar thrice refused the kingly crown. 


claims of the State of Connecticut-against the Uni- -` 
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Richard thé Third accepted the honors forced upon 
him, although.‘ they were against his conscience 
and his soul.” The President’s explanations were, 
however, more difficult to be understood than 
these. They had but one precedent, and that was 
the manner in which Henry the Fourth set forth 
his title to’ power, which he read from Hume. He 
distrusted. pretensions which were set forth with 


such glosses. The President says to the Secretary:. 


The law has vested this power in you: I would 
beas unwilling to dictate to you as to have you 
dictate'to me; but, in the face of this, he turns out 
the Secretary because he will not sign the paper, 
and puts in another man who will. He never had 
met anything like this, except a story of the de- 
cision of a magistrate in some little town in New 
York—Kinderhook, perhaps—on the subject of 
liberty of conscience: ‘t Oh, yes,” said the judge, 
“every man has a right to tink for himself, pro- 
vided he tinks with the court.” The President 
gives the Secretary the right to think for himself, 

rovided he thinks just as he directs him to think. 

he Secretary did not remove the deposites. It 
was a false statement. The President removed 
them, who had no more right than I have. 

The history of usurpation contained nothing 
equal in impudence to the pretensions by which 
all power was now attempted to be concentrated in 
the President. The law showed that the deposites 
were to be removed only for reasons connected 
with the convenience and safety of the Treasury, 
and at the order of the Treasury Department alone 
could they be removed. Had the Secretary shown 
that the bank was corrupt, that it violated its faith, 
or even that he could make a better arrangement 
with the State banks, his reasons would have been 
sufficient. But so far from giving these reasons, 
no'person, not the Secretary, not a member of the 
House, will pretend that the bank is unsafe. On 
the other hand, it is charged against the bank that 
it embarrasses the country by hoarding up. specie. 
What one of the stipulatiqns of the charter has the 
bank violated?) No Government in the world, be 
its sphere of operations large or small, has had its 
money concerns so well and cheaply transacted as 
eurs have been by this bank. The Government 
ereditors have never waited one moment for their 
money from the disbursing officers, so far as the 
kank was concerned, and when they got their 
money, it was money. God grant'they may say 
the same thing two yearshence. Nota dollar has 
been lost for sixteen years of all the money col- 
lected for the Government and deposited in this 
bank. But still the safest bank in the world was 
to be put down, the public money was to be haz- 
arded, the interests of widows and orphans were 
to be destroyed, to gratify the malice of a tyrant, 
madly seeking his personal revenge in the destruc- 
tion of the institution. Mr. McD. here took up 
the charge made against the bank of having inter- 
fered with elections. la the first place, he con- 
tended that the bank directors had not interfered 
in. elections—they had, he said, studiously avoided 
them, and endeavored to conciliate all parties. In 
fact, they attended to their business. But what 
right had the President to disfranchise bank offi- 

` cers? They had as good a right as any men to 
vote at elections, and take a part in public affairs. 
The truth was, that the charge meant nothing 
more than that the bank would not interfere in 
elections according to the directions sent to it from 
Washington, It refused to turn out Jonathan and 
put in John, at the order of the President. The 
President says, “ it is his desire that the control of 
the bank and the currency be entirely separated 
from the political power of the country.” A 
wiser sentiment never was uttered. Here is the 
precept, what was the example? He punishes the 
Bank of the United States because it could not be 
made a political instrument. He had done more. 
He had distributed the whole funds of the country 
among the local banks according to their political 
character. So help me God, he would rather trust 
Andrew Jackson with fifty thousand soldiers, than 
with the privilege of disposing, through his pliant 
instrument—for the Secretary of the Treasury 
would never be anything more than a pliant instru- 
ment—the revenue of the country among banks, 
judisiously chosen by him. The deposite banks 
had been selected expressly with a view to their 
party character, and the officers of those banks 
had already begun to figure in the political arena. 


if with the estimates of the expenses of construction, 


i sumed them in sincerity, but that in the language 


! removing the deposites is, that the notes of the 
| bank will depreciate when the bank winds up. 
This was like telling a countryman who holds 


| following resolution; which lies one day for con- 


i this House the survey of a canal route from Pitts- 


He didnot charge General Jackson with duplicity 
in stating his principles. He believed that he as- | 


of the late Secretary of the Treasury, he had no 
fixed principles—impulse and passion ruled him. 
Mr. McDurrie here adverted to the support 
which he gave General Jackson as a candidate for 
the Presidency. One of the principles on which 
he was brought into power was, the necessity of 
keeping out of public office all those who interfered 
with elections. But now the officers of the Gov- 
ernment were transformed into an army of elec- 
tioneering agents. The reform had ended in turn- 
ing out independent men, and putting political par- 
tisans in their places. What (Mr. McD. asked) 
will be the result, if we suffer the public deposites 
to be removed at the will of the President? Would 
not every election be controlled by money influ- 
ence?, Even now the whole power and means of 
the Government are exerted to secure the succes- 
sion. to the Presidency which had been resolved 
upon. Almost every reason given by the Presi- 
dent for removing the deposites: was conclusively 
answered by the fact that the charter of the Bank 
of the United States expjres in 1836. The bank, 
i before that time, could do nothing to undermine 
the liberties of the country. The real object was, 
therefre, as he believed, to concentrate the mon- 
eyed power where the political power was concen- 
trated, and to exert both in the control of the pres- 
idential election. The State banks would be 
actuated with one common spirit; they would be 
Government banks, and political agents of the 
Government. Every man acquainted with the 
practical operations of the bank must know that 
the removal of the deposités would not in the least 
degree relieve the commercial embarrassments 
which must take place upon the expiration of the 
charter. This was, therefore, no good reason. But 
| the Secretary says itis necessary to provide anew 
currency to take the place of the bills of the Bank of 
the United States. Bills of better credit? No, that 
was not pretended. They are, then, to carry on the 
| exchanges. But they had not stipulated to do it. 
Would the deposite bank at Richmond take the 
bills of the Bank of the Metropolis? They will 
i for the Government, but not from individuals. ít 
was idle to attempt to give the notes of the State 
banks any general credit. So far from having their 
credit improved by the destruction of the United 
| States Bank, the State banks will-be the first to 
suffer by it, and would soon find themselves, if 
they did not already, in a very critical situation. 
There was a rumor that the deposite banks had 
actually petitioned the Government to restore the 
deposites to the Bank of the United States. Here 
we have a bank too strong, too solvent, with too 
much specie in its vaults; but the next reason for 


the note of a rich farmer, that, when the day comes 
for its payment, it will be depreciated in value. 
No one who knew anything of banking believed 
that the paper of the bank would be depreciated 
one fourth of one percent. It was idle to say so. 

Here Mr. McDUFFIE gave way, at the in- 
stance of Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, toa motion 
for adjournment; and the House then adjourned. 


a HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, December 20, 1833. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, submitted the 


sideration: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 


burg to Akron, made by Colonel. James Kearney, 


accompanied with the maps and profiles. 

Mr. KINNARD submitted the following reso- | 
lutions; which also lie one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
requested to communicate to this House a state- | 
ment of the quantity of lands included in the grant 
made to the State of Indiana to enable her to con- 
struct the Wabash and Erie canal, which have 
been sold under the proclamation of the President, 
dated 3d Septembr, 1833, or any previous procla- | 


mation, ordering sales of land at Bucyrus and | 
Wapawkonetta, in the State of Ohio. 


2. That the Secretary aforesaid be requested 
to accompany said report with a statement of the 


! amount of money arising from the sale of said 


canal lands, together with a map of the same, dis- 
tinctly marking their contiguity to the canal line, 
and communicating such other information of said 
lands in his possession as will enable the House 
to form an estimate of their intrinsic value. ; 

3. That a select committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision by 
law to reimburse the State of Indiana for the 
loss which she may sustain in consequence of the 
sale of the lands aforesaid; to report by bill or 
otherwise. ; 4 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the northern boundary of. the State of 
Indiana so əs to embrace a slight tract of land 
(now attached to the Territory of Michigan) south 
of St. Joseph’s river, so as to render said river the 
boundary line, from its junction with Lake Mich- 
igan, and allow concurrent jurisdiction to Indiana 
at its mouth. 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
Chicago a port of entry. : 

Mr. STEWART submitted a motion that when 
the House adjourned, it should adjourn over until 
Monday. Agreed to. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported bills for the relief of W. San- 
ders, W. R. Porter, Joel Wright, and for the legal 
representatives of Nathaniel Patton, deceased, 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, a bill for the relief of 
Mortimer. 

Mr. McK ENNAN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, a bill granting donation of 
lots to the Alexandria free school and orphan 
asylum. + 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, bills for the relief of the 
heirs of —— Ermendorf, and of Eliza Dickenson. 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, bills for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Walter Livingston, deceased, 
and of Thomas Wallace, deceased. 

Mr. BULL reported a bill for the relief of Isa- 
dore Moore. . 

All of which bills were read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

The resolutions heretofore submitted, and given 
in our paper, by Mr. MERCER, in relation to 
the bridge over the Potomac; by Mr. STEWART, 
of Pennsylvania, in relation to the improvement 
of the Monongahela river; and by Mr. SEVIER, 
calling on the Secretary of War for information in 
relation to a survey of St. Francis and White 
rivers, were severally adopted.. i 

Mr. STEWART submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the reports of Col- 
onels Abert and Kearney, and also the recent 
report of Captain William Gibbs McNeil, of the 
corps of topographical engineers, on the plan, con- 
struction, costs, and actual condition of the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal. 


On motion of Mr. CHILTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to aid in the turn- 
piking and improvement of the road leading from 
Louisville, in the State of Kentucky, to Nashville, 
in the State of Tentiessee, in the manner proposed 
in an act of the late Legislature of said State of 
Kentucky; and that said committee have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WHALLON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies one day. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to lay before this House the survey and esti- 
mates for the erection of a pier or breakwater in 
the harvors of Burlington, Port Kent, and Platts- 
burg, on Lake Champlain. 


On motion of Mr. H. EVERETT, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
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ency of placing the name of Elisha Lucas on the 
roll of revolutionary pensioners. 

On mation of Mr. VINTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
confirming by law all selections of school lands 
granted by the act of May 20ih, 1826, entitled 
“An act to appropriate lands for the support of 
schools in certain townships and fractional town- 
ships not before provided for,” which may have | 
been made and returned tothe General Land Office, 
or to the register and receiver’s office of any land 
district in any State or Territory. 

Mr. STEWART submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Seoretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House an estimate of ap- 
propriations required by the public service for the 
first quarter of the year 1824, so far as relates to 
his Department. 

Mr. MERCER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be ; 
directed to lay before this House a statement of | 
the amount of duties received in the year 1833, the 
payment of which would have been deferred till 
the year 1834 had not the system of cash pay- 
ments been.adopted. 

On motion of Mr. WARDWELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of placing 
thenames of Ebenezer Horne and Solomon Tracy, 
of the State of New York, on the list of revolu- 
tionary pensioners for their services in the revo- 
lutionary war. 

Mr. SELDEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill requiring the 
commissioners of the sinking fund forthwith to | 
purchase or otherwise redeem the five per cent. 
stocks of the United States, and directing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, from time to time, to place 
under the control of said commissioners such 
funds, not otherwise required for the purposes of | 
the Government, as shall be necessary for that 
object; and in case of deficiency, to sell so much 
of the stock of the Bank of the United States be- 


è 


longing to the Government as will enable them to || 


complete the purchase. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquireinto the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Stoddard, 
through Sullivan, in the county of Cheshire, and 
State of New Hampshire, to Keene, in said county. 

On motion of Mr. F. WHITTLESEY, - 

Resolved, That the Coramittee of Claims be in- 


structed to inquire whether any additional relief |) 


should be extended to Joel Byington. 
On motion of Mr. GILLET, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
expediency of establishing a post road from Ho- | 
gansburg, in the county of Franklin, through | 
Brasher and Stockholm, to the town of Parish- | 
ville, in the county of St. Lawrence, in the State 
of New York. | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inguire into the expediency 
of allowing Russell Atwater, of Norfolk, in the 
county of St. Lawrence, and State of New York, 
his pay as an invalid pensioner from the time of 


the passing the law allowing invalid pensions to |: 


soldiers of the Revolution to January Ist, 1832. 

Mr, JARVIS submitted the following resolu- | 
tlon; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to report to this House the net amount | 
of postage received during the year ending the | 
30th of September, 1833, in each of the States and | 
Territories, and the amount which would have 


been paid for the transportation of the mail in $ 


each of the States and Territories under the new 
contracts provided no reductions had been made. 
On motion of Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary || 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of extending the provisions of the act of 


} 
i 


} 
| 
| 


j 


June 7th, 1832, entitled “ An act supplementary 


to the act for the relief of certain surviving offi- ' 


cers and soldiers of the Revolution,” to the offi- H 
cers, non-commissioned officers, marine or ma- || 
rines, who served on board, private-armed vessels, | 
during the war of the Revolution. 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a re- 
port from the Superintendent of Public Buildings 
in relation to the expenditure; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered’ to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that this day was 
set apart for private business.. : 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Speigur in the chair,) on several 
private biils, which were severally reported to the 
House. . 

A message was received from theSenate, in- 
forming the House that they had agreed to the | 
joint resolution for the appointment of a Library 
Committee, and that they had appointed a com- 
mittee on their part. » ba i 

The House again went into committee, and | 
were occupied with private business until they 
adjourned. 


REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 


In obedience to the directions of the “ Act sup- 
plementary to the act to establish the Treasury 
Department,” the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
spectfully submits the following report: 

1. Of the Public Revenue and Expenditures. 


The receipts into the Treasury, from all sources 
during the year 1831, were... . .$28.526,820 82 


The expenditures for the same 
year, including payments on ac~ 
count of the public debt, were. .$30,038,446 12 


The balance in the Treasury on lst 
of January, 1832, was........ $4,502,914 45 | 


| The expenditures 


The receipts, from all sources, 
during the year 1832, were..... 31,865,561 16 | 
iz: 
Customs ........ «$28,465,237 21 
Lands, (statement 
2,623,381 03 


ee ETEEIEI] 


Dividends on bank 


stock, (E)....++- 490,000 00 
Sales of stock in 
the Bank of the 
United States, 
(E)... osese.. 169,000 00 
Incidental re- 
ceipts, (E) e.er. e 117,942 89 
Making, with the balance, an ag- 
gregate Ofreseocssosriseoee + $36,368,475 61 
The expenditures of the same year 
were (F)....0 eesores sees 34,356,698 06 
Ze 4 
Civil list, foreign 
intercourse, and 
miscellaneous..... $4,577,141 45 


Military service, in- 
cluding fortifica- 


tions, ordnance, 
Indian affairs, 


pensions, arming 

the militia, and 

internal improve- 

ments.... 
Naval service, in- 

cluding the grad- 

ual improvement 

of the Navy..... 3,956,370 29 
Public debt........ 17,840.309 29 


7,982,877 03 


ee revee 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury 
on the Ist of January, 1833, of $2,011,777 55. 
The receipts into the Treasury, 
during the first three quarters of i 
the present year, are estimated 
Ble veecsseev o e e $24,355,317 95 
Viz: 
Customs, $21,256,089 77 
Lands, (G) 2,219,957 35 
Dividends on 
bank stock, 
(H`) 
Sales of stock 
in the bank 


+ 


474,985 00 


bent 


of United 


States, (H) 91,000 60 


Third - instal- 
ment under 
the conven- 
tion with 
Denmark, ; 
(A).......221,315 17 
Incidental re- 
ceipts, (H) 91,970 66 


The receipts for the 
fourth quarter. i 
are estimated at. .$7,675,000 00 
Making the total estimated receipts 
Of the years..sceececueccee 
And with the balance of the first of 
January, 1833, forming an ag- 
gregate of..... 


$32,030,317 95. 


ee ee ry 


34,042,095 5! 


« 


for the first three 
quarters of the present year, are 
estimated at (1) $18,248,388 15 
iz: 
Civil list, foreign 
intercourse, and 
miscellaneous, 
including $667,- 
169 87 duties re- 
funded under the 
3d section of the 
act of the 24 
of March, 1833, 
and $661,160 95 
awards under the 
convention with 


Denmark........4,951,462 84 


Military service in- 


cluding fortifica- 

tions, ordnance, 

Indian affairs, 

ensions, arm- 

ing sthe militia, . 

and internal im- 

provement.......9,9 
Naval service, in- 

cluding the grad- 

ual improvement 

of the Navy .....3,076,051 39 
Public debt... ee e. o e 270,524 63 


50,349 2! 


The expenditures for the 
fourth quarter, includ- 
ing $2,301,716,36 on 
_ account of the public 
debt, are estimated, 
on data furnished by 
the respective Depart- 
ments, at.......6 » $6,409,916 45 
Making the total estimated ex- 
penditures of the year... «++ » -24,658,304 60 


Andleavingin the Treasury on the 
ist of January, 1834, an esti- 
mated balance of... eee 000+ e $9,383,790. 90 


This balance, however, includes the funds, esti- 
mated at $1,400,000, heretofore reported by this 
Department as not effective. 

The appropriations remaining unsatisfied at the 
close of the year are estimated at $5,964,571 23, 
but of this amount, it is estimated by the proper 
Departments— 

. That the sum of $5,190,287 62 only will be 
required for the objects for which they were 

- appropriated. : 

. That the sum of $449,424 04 will not be re- 

quired, and may, therefore, be considered as an 

excess of appropriation, and is proposed to be 
applied without being reappropriated, in aid of 
the service of the year 1834, as will more fully 
appear when the estimates of the appropriations 
for that year are presented, ’ 
That the sum of $324,859 57 will be carried to 
the surplus fund, either because these moneys 
will not be required for, or can no longer“be 
applied to them. 

2. Of the Public Debt. 

Notice has been given of the intended reimburse- 

ment of the residue of the exchanged 43 per cent. 

stock on the Ist of May, 1834. This stock was 
subject to redemption, at the pleasure of the United 

States, at any time after the 31st of December, 

1833, upon six months’ public notice of such in- 

tended reimbursement. The time at which the 


ia) 
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notice was given does not enabie the United States | 
to insist on reimbursing it, so as to stop the inter- ; 
est, before the 1st of May, 1834. A small portion 
ofitwas, however; purchased for the United States, 
in the months of September and October, by an 
agent employed for that purpose—snd on the same | 
day that notice was. given of the. intended reim- | 
bursement on the Ist of May next, an offer was 
made to the holders, by public advertisement, to 
ay them the whole amount of the principal, with | 
interest to the day of payment, upon their making | 
the proper transfers of the certificates. Many of | 
the holders have already accepted this offer, and 
portions of it continuc almost daily to be presented 
for payment. It is believed that the greater part, 
if not the whole, of this stock,will be redeemed by 
the end of the present year. Under these circum- 

: “giances it seems proper to charge the whole amount 
to the expenditures of the present year rather | 
than to the next; the account is accordingly stated | 
on this principle, and the interest calculated to the 
first of January; and if a part of it should not 
come in by that time it will make no material 
difference in the result, because the interest saved ! 
upon the stock paid before the end of the year | 
will, it is expected, be equal, or nearly so, to the | 
amount of interest which may afterwards accrue | 
on the portion remaining unpaid. And if the | 
whole of it should be reimbursed within the pres- 
ent year the interest saved will increase the esti- | 
mated balance in the Treasury in but a very small 
degree. In the following account, therefore, the 
whole of this stock is charged to the expenditure | 
of 1833, and the interest on it calculated as if it 
would be reimbursed on the Ist of January, 1834. 
The disbursements on account of the 

public debt during the year 1833 
will amount, as has already been 
BHOWN, tO iver cee senna cco ee eee G2,072,240 99 
Of which there will have been ap- á 
plied to the payment of the prin- 
` cipal... .. 2,240,950 80 
And to interest....... 331,290 19 


ae reoreee 


The stocks which will have been re- 
deemed by the application of this 
surn during the year, are as fol- 
lows: ; 

The residue of the exchanged 4; per 
cent. stock issued under the act of 
the 26th May, 1824.. aesae ee e o $2,227,363 98 

A part of the five pec cent. stock 
issued under the act of 34 March, 
BQ cece cetee ec ecescceceee vee 

Also, certain portions of the old re- 
gistered debt which have been 
presented for payment, being part 
of the unfunded debt of the Revo- 
lution..... 

And Treasury notes... .es..+e.06- 


13,036 01 


` 


. 5081 
500 00 | 


On the Ist of January next, it is esti- 
mated, the public debt will be re- | 

; duod to (EK) seve sence ese ees e $4,760,082 08 | 

iz: 

1. The funded debt, consisting of 

the residue of the five per cent. 

stock, under the act of the 3d of 

March, 1821, and redeemable after 

the Ist Jan., 1835....$4,722,260.29 

The unfunded debt, 

amounting to 

Consisting of the regis- 
tered debt,being claims 
registered prior to the 
year 1798, for ser- 
vices and supplies. 
during the revolution- 
ary war.....$27,476 70 

Treasury notes 
issued during 
the late war...6,025 00 


eee eee eee ee 


2. 
37,821 79 


se eeeee + 


These three last sums, composing the unfunded 
debt, are payable on the presentation of the cer- | 
tificates. 

3. Of the Estimates of the Public Revenue and Ex- 
penditures for the year 1834. 


| Customs..... 


According to the best judgment the 
Department is able to form on 


the subject, the receipts into the, 

Treasury from all sources daring 

the year 1834, may be estimated 

ate... HEAS pesessesereeseo $18 500,000 00 


Viz: 
ee eee e 15,000,000 


Public lands......... 3,000,000 
Bank dividends - and 
miscellaneous. rec’ts 
ofall kinds. seses. 500 000 


To which add the balance esti- 
mated to be in the Treasury on 
the Ist of January, 1834, after 
deducting the unavailable funds, 


7,983,790 99 | 


Making together the sum of... $26,483,790 90 ` r ; 
|| tually expended. The duties refunded at the Treas- 


Theexpendituresfor the year 1834, 


including the reimbarsenrent of | 


the whole of the public debt, i 
are estimated at.....seesee- 


cellaneous...... -$2,800,897 33 
Military service, in- 
‘cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian affairs, pen- 
sions, arming the 
militia, and inter- 
nal improvements, 
Revoluuonary pen- 
sions under the act 
of the 7th of June, 
1832, including ar- 
rearages from the 
4th of March,1831, 
in cases in which 
ayment has not 
een made....... 3,000,000 00 
Naval service, in- . 
cluding the grad- 
ual improvement 
of the Navy...... 4,051,073 19 
Public debt: 
Prin’!, $4,760 ,082 08 
Interest 235,000 00 


$4,995,082 08 


8,654,942 25 


Which will leave in the Treasury 


23,501,994 85 || 
Viz: | 
| Civil, foreign intercourse, and mis- 


on the 31st of December, 1834, | 

a balance estimated at .........$2,981,796 05 : 

The value of the exports of the year ending 
on the 30th of September last, is estimated at 
$90,663,403, of which $70,642,030 were of do- 
mestic, and $20,021,373 of foreign articles, show- 
ing an increase in the exports of domestic produce 
of $7,504,560 over the exports of the same char- 
acter for the year ending 30ch September, 1832, 
and a diminution in foreign articles of $4,018,100. 
The value of the imports for the year ending on the 
30th of September last is estimated at $109,000,000, 
being greater by the sum of $8,000,090 than the ! 
imports for the year ending 30ih September, 1832. 
Of the imports for the year ending 30:h Septem- | 
ber last, it is estimated that $34,000,000 were in | 


articles free from duty. i 


It will be seen from the foregoing statement of 
the receipts of the present year, that they very 


mated in the last annual report. 

The excess has been derived chiefly from cus- 
toms, which are-estimated to produce more than 
$28,000,000. 

The large receipts of this year have been prin- !! 
cipally occasioned by the act of Jaly 14, 1832, | 
which abolished the system of long credits on rev- || 
enue bonds, and required the duties on woolen | 
goods to be paid in cash, and on other articles in |; 
three and six months. The new regulation took 
effect on the 4th of March last, and the cash duties || 
and shortened credits have brought into the Treas- 
ury during the present year a large amount of |; 
revenue which, under the former system of credits, |! 
would not have been payable until 1834, and would 
have formed a part of the receipts of that year. |; 
The income of 1833 has, therefore, had the advant- |: 


would have been under either of them, according 
to the established rate of duties. 


The expenditures for the present year have 
also been unysually large, and are estimated at 
$22,086 063 61, exclusive of the expenditure on 
account of the public debt. 

Tne appropriations for the year were heavy, ard 
exceeded by three millions the appropriations for 
1832, and the balances of unexpended appropria- 
tions at the close of that year have been for the 
most part applied during the present one to the 
various objects authorized by law, and therefore 
enter into the account of its expenditures. Several 
items of appropriation, however, for the present 
year cannot be considered as forming a part of the 


| ordinary expenditures of the Government., With- 


out enumerating all objects of this description, it 
may be sufficient to mention some which have 
contributed materially to enhance the amount ac- 


ury under the law of the last session, and the 
awards under the convention with Denmark, are 
included in this account; and the expenses occa- 
sioned by the Indian aggressions in 1832 have been 
for the most part paid in this year. ‘hese three 
items amount to nearly two millions of dollars. 


But when this sum is deducted- from the whole an- 
i nual expenditure it shows that more than twenty 


millions of dollars have been expended during the 
present year for the various other objects author- 
ized by law, exclusive of the amount set apart for 


| the reimbursement of the 4; per cent. stock. The 


pensions for life granted under the acts of 1818 
and 1832 to the officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion have increased considerably the annual ex- 
penditure. More than four millions of dollars have 


| been already paid on that account during the pres- 


ent year. There is, indeed, no item ia the list of 
appropriations which our citizens generally more 
cheerfully contribute to pay than the one last men- 
tioned; but i the order of nature it must be annu- 
ally decreasing; and in the estimates of the coming 
year, those payable under the act of June, 1832, 
are set down at three millions of dollars. The 
different sums above mentioned, therefore, show 
six millions of dollars paid for purposes which 
cannot be considered as entering into the ordinary 
and regular expenses of the Government, and form 
no rule by which its future annual expenditure 
oucht to be estimated. 

The receipts of 1834 must be very much below 
those of the present year. A large portion of the 
receipts from customs, as already stated, has been 


| derived from the importations of previous years. 


But from the change in the system of credits, 
only a small part of the duties accruing in this 
year will go into the receipts of the next. And 
the diminished rate’ of duties, which takes cffect 
on the first of January next, on some of the most 
productive articles, and the entire exemption of 
others, will contribute still more to reduce the re- 
ceipts of the coming year, as compared with the 
present, 

In estimating the receipts from customs for the 
year 1834 at fifteen millions of dollars, I have 
assumed that the imports of that year will nearly 
equal those of 1832, This estimate is higher than 
the average of the last five or six years; but it is 
believed to be a safe one. For although the im- 
portations of each of the two last years were 
unusually large, yet the imports of the present 


i | one have gone still higher. And the general state 
much exceed the amount at which they were esti- |! 


of our commerce, and the situation of the country, 


jj justify the belief that there will be no serious 


diminution in the coming year. The condition of 


|| the mercantile classes does not indicate any ex- 
| cess of importation. Indeed, the short credits 


and cash duties will be found to contribute greatly 
to prevent ovértrading in that respect. Moreover, 
many articles in common use are admitted free 


|i from duty. This will produce an increased ability 
iin the community to buy those which pay duty, 
i and consequently a greater consumption. There 


appears, therefore, to be no reason to apprehend 


i: any serious diminution in the importations of 1834, 


and it will be safe to estimate its receipts by the 
standard. above mentioned. Yet any material 
excess beyond that estimate cannot, I think, be 
counted on. The produce of the public lands can 


i hardly fall short of the sum at which it has been 


stated, and will perhaps exceed it. 
In this view of the receipts of 1834 the income 


| of the year will about equal the estimated expend- 
iture. 


And with the ad of the balance in the 
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Treasury on the first of January next, it will be 
sufficient for all the wants of the Government, 
including the amount necessary to pay off the 
residue of the national debt. It must, however, be 
observed, that, in addition to the appropriations 
nowasked for, there will bean unexpended balance 
of former appropriations amounting to the sum 
of $5,190,287 62, which will probably be required 
in the course of the ensuing year for the objects 
for which it has been appropriated. And if the 
entire amount of appropriations proposed in the 
estimates for 1834 were also to be required within 
the year, there would not be money enough in the 
Treasury to meet them, after satisfying the bal- 
ances above stated, and paying off the public debt. 
But the experience of former years shows that a 
portion. of the appropriations may always be 
expected to remain unexpended at the end of the 
year. And the average of these unexpended bal- 
ances for the last four years is about $5,300,000. 
In estimating the balance in the Treasury at the 
close of 1834, I have therefore assumed that a 
portion of the estimates of expenditure, herewith 
submitted, will not be used during the year; and 
that balances of appropriations, equal to the 
amount at the close of the present year, will in 
like manner remain in the Treasury at the end of 
the year 1834, and go into the expenses of the 
succeeding year. And it is not necessary to raise 
money for the public use sooner than it will prob- 
ably be needed. 

But the balance stated at the end of 1834 is not 
to be considered as a clear surplus. It will still 
be chargeable with the amount of appropriations 
estimated to remain unexpended at that time. 

From this state of the finances, and of the pro- 
posed appropriations, it is evident that a reduction 
of the revenue cannot at this time be made with- 
out injury to the public service. . Under the act of 
the last session, the receipts of 1835 will be less 
than those of 1834, as a further reduction in the 
rate of duties will take effect on the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1835. And if the appropriations should be 
kept up to the amount authorized for the present 

ear, the charge upon the Treasury in 1835 would 

e more than it could probably meet, But the 
debt will then have been entirely paid, and if a 
guarded rule of appropriation is at once com- 
menced, there will be no difficulty in bringing 
down the expenditure without injury to the pub- 
lic service. ; 

If the revenue is not to be reduced more than 
the existing law provides ‘for, there seems to be 
no sufficient reason to open at this time the vexed 
question of the tariff. The manner in which du- 
ties are now apportioned on different articles would 
be liable to insuperable objections if it were to be 
considered as a settled and permanent system. 
But the Jaw is temporary on the face of it, and 
was intended asa compromise between conflicting 
interests; and unless the revenue to arise under it 
should hereafter be more productive than is an- 
ticipated, it will be necessary in two years from 
this time to impose duties on articles that are now 


free in order to meet the current expenses of the | 


Government. There would seem, therefore, to be 
no advantage in agitating the question at the pres- 
ent moment, yet some modifications of the exist- 
ing laws will be necessary, in order to carry into 
effect the intentions of the Legislature, and to 
guard against attempts to evade its provisions 
without in any degree affecting its principles. 


It is however respectfully recommended that the | 


appropriations for 1834 should be regulated by a 
proper regard to economy. Heretofore the re- 
eeipts to be expected could be ascertained with 


some degree of certainty, beeause they were prin- | 


cipally derived from the imports of previous years; 
and the bonds taken for the duties on such imports 
showed theamountof receipts which might safely 
be counted on; but under the new system of cash 
duties and short credits each year must mainly 


depend for itsincome on itsownimports. Andas | 
commerce is always more or less liable to fluctua- | 


tions, the public interest requires that there should 
be at all times in the Treasury a sufficient sum to 
provide for unforeseen contingencies, and to guard 
against disappointment in the estimated receipts. 
The calculations on the income of a succeeding 
year is necessarily more uncertain under the pres- 
ent system than under the fo 
credits; and if the anticipations o. 


ii 
l 
| 


rmer one of long |i felt from 
f the receipts of iÍ nected with this Department, as well as the more 


| the delay, 


1834 and 1835 should be fully realized, there will 
not be more than ought to be provided on the esti- 
mated scale of expenditures. At the last session 


of Congress the appropriations exceeded twenty- | 


one miltions five hundred thousand dollars, being 
nearly three millions five hundred thousand above 
the estimates presented at the beginning of the ses- 
sion. A similar amount of expenditure authorized 
at the present session might render it necessary 
to provide additional revenue earlier than is now 
contemplated. 

It is understood to be conceded on all hands, 
that a tariff for protection merely is to be finally 
abandoned, and that the revenue is to be reduced 
to the necessary wants of the Government. Va- 


| rious causes have contributed to enlarge the pro- 
| posed expenditures for 1834, as will be seen by 


the particular estimates from the different Depart- 
ments. But it is believed that all the objects for 
which this Government was established can be 
effectually attained at much less annual expense 
hereafter; and the harmony and mutual good feel- 


ing of this extensive country will be best secured | 


and perpetuated by rigidly confining the opera- 
tions of the General Government to its appropriate 
sphere. If this is done, and its expenditures are 


‘regulated by a strict economy, the burdens it im- 


poses will scarcely be felt by our citizens, while 
its blessings are inestimable. : 

As the public debt will soon be extinguished, 
it is proper that the books and papers which be- 
long to the various loan offices should be trans- 
mitted to the seat of Government and placed 
among the archives of the nation. It is believed 
that the outstanding debt can be purchased on 
favorable terms in the course of the ensuing year, 
and that it can be most conveniently purchased at 
the Treasury. It appears, therefore, desirable that 
provision should be made by law for immediately 
transmitting to this Department all the books and 
papers relating to the national debt. The money 


| can be readily transmitted to the public creditor 


without charge to him or to the Government, and 
he can be paid at any place where he may wish 
to receive it. 


The act of March 3, 1807, abolished the office of | 


Commissioner of Loans, and transferred the duties 
to the Bank of the United States. The money ne- 
cessary to pay the public creditors has, from time 
to time, been advanced to the bank by the Treas- 
ury; and it appears that large sums have remained 
for a considerable time in the bank without being 
applied to the purposes for which they were in- 
tended. The amount has been reduced within a 
few months past. But the statement from the Re- 
gister’s Office, herewith presented, marked L,will 
show that $773,111 98 still remained in their hands 
on the first of October last. A portion of this sum, 
as appears by the paper referred to, was advanced 
some years ago. And there is no reason why this 
money should continue in the hands of the bank, 
where it is useless to the Government as well as 
to the creditor. The delay in the payment has 
probably in some instances been caused by the 
death of the party entitled, and the ignorance of 
his representatives as to his claims on the United 
States. The situation of these outstanding claims 
renders it still more necessary that the books and 
papers relating to the public debt should be forth- 
with transmitted to this Department, where the 
proper inquiries could be made as to the cause of 
and measures taken to ascertain who is 
entitled to receive the money. As the amount is 
justly due from the United States to some one, 
‘and may belong to persons who are ignorant of 
their rights, justice seems to require that the Gov- 
ernment should take measures to apprise them of 


| their claims, and of the readiness of the United 
| States to discharge them. 


The destruction of the building occupied by the 
Treasury Department has occasioned the loss of 
some valuable papers. But it is believed that none 


have been destroyed that can materially affect the || 
t will become necessary to pro- | 


public interest. 
vide another building, and the loss already sus- 
tained in the documents and records of this office, 


shows the propriety of erecting it upon a different | 
plan from the former one, and of placing the ar- | 


chives of the Government in a situation less ex- 
posed to danger. The inconveniences which are 
the present situation of the offices con- 
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exposed -condition of the papers, induce me toin 
vite the early attention of Congress to this subject. 
The report from the-Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land. Office is herewith. presented, showing - 
the condition of that branch of the public service; 
and containing suggestions for its improvement: 
All which is respectfully submitted. a 
f R.B. TANEY, ' 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 17; 1833. 


Continuation of Thursday’s Proceedings. 
IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 19, 1833.. 


The following resolutions, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Cray, were taken up: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be’ 
directed to communicate to the Senate a copy. of 
the entire letter addressed by Mr. Crawford, when 
Secretury of the Treasury, under date the 13th 
February, 1817, to the President of the Mechanics’ 
Bank of New York, an extract from which is ré- 
cited in his reportto Congress of the 3d December, 
1833;.and copies of the other correspondence of 
Mr. Crawford with the banks about that period, 
to passages in which the Secretary alludes in the 
same report. Pant 

Resolved, also, That the Secretary be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of the corre- 
spondence between the agent, appointed during the 
last summer, to inquire upon what terms the State 
banks would undertake to perform the services to 
the Government which had been performed by 
the Bank of the United States, and the said banks; 
a copy of the report made, if one was made, by 
the said agent to the Secretary, or the Executive; 
the name of the agent, his compensation, and in 
virtue of what law he was appointed. 

When Mr. BENTON moved to amend the res- 
olution, by adding the following: . 

‘ Also, that the Secretary communicate to the 
Senate the monthly statements of the affairs of the 
Bank of the United States for the current year, 
which have not been heretofore communicated. 

* Also, the entire correspondence between the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the President of the 
Bank of the United States for the first half of the 
year 1819.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY said that he felt it his duty to sub- 
mit to the Senate some explanation of the motives 
which had induced him to ask it to adopt these 
resolutions. The Secretary in his report concern- 
ing the public deposites had labored very hard, 
through two or three of the first pages of it, to 
prove that he possessed the exclusive power to de- 
cide when they‘should be removed. This power, 
he contended, was not restricted to any particular 
contingencies, but “ was absolute and uncondi- 
tional, as far as the interests of the bank were in- 
volved.” ‘It is not necessary,” says thatofficer, 
‘t that the deposites should be unsafe in order to 
justify the removal. The authority to remove is 
not limited to such a contingency. The bank may ` 
be perfectly solvent, and prepared to meet prompily 
all demands upon it; it may have been faithful in 
the performance of all its duties, and yet the pub- 
lic interest may require the deposites to be with- 
drawn; and as that cannot be done without the ` 
action of this Department, the Secretary of the 
Treasury Would betray the trust confided to him 
if he did not cause the deposites to be made else- 
where whenever the change would advance the 
public interests or the public convenience. The 
safely of the deposites—the ability of the bank to 
meet its engagements—its fidelily in the perform- 
ance of its obligations, are only a part of the con- 
siderations by which his judgment must be guided. 
The general interest and convenience of the people 
must regulate his conduct.” 

Here is the assumption of a power analogous to 
the old exploded doctrine of the general welfare 
in a most odious form. According to that doc- 
trine, it was claimed by certuin Federalists of 
1798-9, that the Constitution vested in Congress 
power to legislate oñ all subjects for the genera, 
welfare. But, according *to the new version of 
the heresy,a Secretary of the Treasury, @ subor- 
dinate officer of the Government, the creature oi 
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Congress, arrogates to himself.a power toadmin- 
‘ister the duties of his office, and to regulate the 
currency. of the country in conformity with his 
sense of the general interest and convenience of 
the people! And at the very moment of setting 
up this enormous pretension he denies any such 
power to Congress ! : : $ 

` But this 3s not_all. This modern doctrine 
assumes for the Secretary not only a power equiv- 
alert to, its ancient prototype, but it demands that 
‘it be respected as absolute and unconditional, and 
exclusive even of Congress. ‘* For,” to quote the 
language of the Secretary, “ although Congress 
should be satisfied that the public money was not 
safe in the care of the bank, or should be convinced 
that the interests of the people of the United States 
impertously demanded the removal, yet the pas- 
sage of a law directing it to be done, would bea 
breach of the agreement into. which they have 
entered.” 

Is this possible? Can it be true that an official 
being, brought into existence by the will of Con- 
gress, having no authority, and charged with no 
duties ‘but such as that will has conferred, has 
more power than its creator? Can it be true that 
the agent may do what the principal cannot, do? 


Can it be true thatthe Secretary, representing one | 


of the parties to a contract, without a violation of 


a single stipulation of that contract by the other || 


party, may, upon a general notion of public inter- 
est or convenience, violate, at his pleasure, the 
most essential stipulation of the whole contract for 
that other party? -May he do that, whilst Con- 
gress is restrained from ordering a removalof the 
deposites under any circumstances; even if the 
bank had failed to fulfill all the provisions of the 
charter, and the deposites were unsafe, and the 
interests of the people of the United States impe- 
viously demanded the removal? May the Secre- 
tary remove them, without any breach of the 
charter on the part of the bank, whilst the hands 
of Congress are fast tied, although the bank had 
broken every stipulation of the charter? 

The Secretary appears to have been conscious 
that this most extraordinary doctrine required all 
the bolstering which he could give it; and he has 
accordingly retreated behind a precedent which 
he alleges to have been furnished by Mr. Craw- 
ford, one of his predecessors. He says: ‘‘ This 
principle’? [thatis, the absolute, unconditional, and 
exclusive power of the Secretary over the depos- 
ites] ‘* was distinctly asserted by Mr. Crawford.” 
“In a postscript to his letter to the President of 
the Mevhanics’ Bank of New York, dated Febru- 
ary 13, 1817, he says: The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. will always be disposed to support the credit 


of the State banks, and will invariably direct trans- į 


fers from the deposites of the public money in aid 
of their legitimate exertions to maintain their 
credit.” The Secretary alludes to other passages 
inthe correspondence of Mr. Crawford with the 
banks about the period of the 13th February, 1817. 
But he contents himself with a single citation from 
the postscript; perhaps supposing that Corgress, 
like the fairer portion of our species, would deem 
that the most important part of the letter. 

Now, Mr. President, what must be your sur- 
prise when he (Mr. C.) stated that Mr. Crawford 
never, in the correspondence referred to, distinctly 
asserted any such principle as his successor at- 
tributes to him; never did claim for himself, on 
that occasion, any such extraordinary and exclu- 
sive power over the deposites; and that his cor- 
respondence was corducted under an: authority 

- totally different from that contained in the bank 
charter ? 

It will be recollected that when the Bank of the 
United States was incorporated, a general suspen- 
sion of specie payments prevailed throughout the 
United States, with the exception of New Eng- 
land. The taxes and duties were paid in depre- 
ciated paper, of which the million and a half (a 
sum equal to the bonus paid by the Bank of the 
United States).of unavailable funds, now annually 
reported by the Treasury, is a part. To pro- 
duce a restoration of a sound currency was the 
main objectin establishing that bank. About that 
period a convention of representatives from the 
State banks was held, and some were, and others 
were not, willing to resume specie payments. It 
was feared by Congress that the bank alone might 
not prove competent to produce the desired effect. 


| contained .in that resolution. 


i him (Mr. C.) yesterday, is to obtain an entire 


| one high in office had allowed himself to assert | 


| purpose, five shares were purchased for him by a į 
i friend, for which he (Mr. C.) afterwards paid. 


| professional services were engaged during several 
years for the bank in those States. He broughta ! 


i 
t 


| notes of banks which are payable and paid on 


| the Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks 


An auxiliary measure was deemed necessary; and 
that was adopted in the following resolution which 
passed on the 30:h April, 1816: 

t Resolved, &e., That the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury be, and he hereby is, required and directed í 
to adopt such measuresas he may deem necessary 
to cause, as soon -as may be, all duties, taxes, | 
debts, or sums of money, accruing or becoming 
payable to the United States, to be collected and 

aid in the legal currency of the United States or 
Treasury notes, or notes of the Bank of the United 
States as by law provided and declared, or in 


demanu in legal currency of the United States; and | 
that from and after the twentieth day of Febru- 
ary next, no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums 
of money, accruing or becoming payable to the | 
United States as aforesaid, ought to be collected | 
or received otherwise than in the legal currency of | 
the United States, or Treasury notes, or notes of 


which are payable and paid on demand in the 
said legal currency of the United States.” 

The letter of Mr. Crawford, the postscript of | 
which the Secretary has communicated to Con- 
gress, bears date the 13th of February, 1817, only 
one week before the day fixed for the resumption 
of specie payments by the resolution to which he 
had called theattention of theSenate. That letter, | 
beyond all doubt, was written under the authority 
What, then, must 
be thought of the official candor and honor of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who has endeavored to į 
palm upon Congressand the country theauthority 
of Mr. Crawford for the enormous power which 
the Secretary assumes under the charter when Mr. | 
Crawford was acting under a resolution which, 
having produced its objects has long since expired. 

he object of the first resolution submitted by | 


copy of the correspondence of Mr. Crawford. The 
second resolution carries its own explanation. 
Mr. CLAY begged permission to trespass a few | 
moments longer on the Senate, to make a statement 
concerning himself personally. He had heard that | 


that a dishonorable connexion had subsisted be- | 
tween him (Mr. C.) and the Bank’of the United | 
States. When the present charter was granted he | 
voted for it; and having done so, he did not feel | 
himaelf at liberty to subscribe, and he did not sub- 
scribe for a single share in the stock of the bank, 
although he confidently anticipated a great rise in 
the value of the stock. A few years afterwards, | 
during the presidency of Mr. Jones, it was thought 
by some of his friends in Philadelphia expedient | 
to make him (Mr. C.) a director of the Bank of 
the United States; and he was made a director 
without any consultation with him.. For that 


When he ceased to be a director, a short time 
subsequently, he disposed of those shares. He 
does not now own, and has not for many years 
been the proprietor of a single share. 

When Mr. Cheves was appointed president of 
the bank, its affairs in the State of Kentucky and 
Ohio were in great disorder; and his (Mr. Cay’s) 


vast number of suits, and transacted a great amount 
of professional business for the bank. Among 
other suits was that for the recovery of the 100,000 
dollars seized under the authority of a law of Ohio, : 
which hecarried through the inferior and Supreme 
Court. He was paid by the bank the usual com- 
pensation. for these services, and no more. And | 
he ventured to assert, that no professional fees | 
were ever more honestly and fairly earned. He! 
had not, however, been the counsel for the bank | 
for upwards of eight years past. He does not | 
owe the bank, or any of its branches, a solitary | 
cent. About twelve or fifteen years ago, owing f 
to the failure of a highly estimable, now deceased, | 
friend, a large amount of debt had been, as his 

endorser, thrown upon him, (Mr. C.,) and it was 


He (Mr.C.) established for himself a rigid econ- 
omy, a sinking fund, and worked hard, and paid 
off the debt long since, without receiving from the | 
bank the slightest favor. Whilst others around | 


| 
i 
| 
| principally due to the Bank of the United States. i 
| 
1 


him were discharging their debts in property, at | 


high valuations, he periodically renewed his note, 
paying the discount, until it. was wholly extin- 
guished. It has been said of professional men of 
the greatest eminence that their fate is to work 
hard, live well, and die poor. 

Such was a true account of his connexion with 
that institution; and he defied its disproof in any 
particular. i 

He hoped the resolution would be adopted. 

Mr. FORSYTH said that perhaps the gentle- 
man from Kentucky was not aware that the letter 
which he wanted was upon record, [Mr. F. re- 
ferred to page 17 Senate Documents of that year.] 
Here is the letter and the postscript alluded to; 
there can be no mistake about it, for it refers to 
the renewal of specie payments. He thought it 
rather unkind in the gentleman to charge the Sec- 
retary with taking a false position, when the record 
of it was before the world. Heought to have been 
certain of it first. He thought the Secretary could 
fully sustain the position he had taken. He thought 
if there were an error, it was rather a matter. of 
inference than of fact. 

Mr. CLAY wanted the whole correspondence 
at one view. ` 

The resolution was adopted. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespay, December 18, 1833. 

Mr. CARR, of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Luther L. 
Smith; which was read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 


'| and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


Tuvurspay, December 19, 1833. 


Mr. CARR, of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Archibald 
Smal!, of Indiana; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and engrossed for its third reading on 
Monday next. 

Fray, December 20, 1833. 

Mr. CARR, of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Elijah Lin- 
coln; which was read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


A vist amount of damage was done by 
the gale of yesterday, which, blowing di- 
rectly down the sound and the East river, 
accumulated the water at high tide in the 
bay, and caused it to encroach upon the 
streets in the lower part of the city. Cel- 
lars and kitchens were filled, the fires put 


out in the stores in the lower part of the 


buildings, hogsheads of sugar were spoiled, 
barrels of flour, piles of mahogany, and vast 
quantities of lumber were floated away. 
The damage was not confined to this city. 
Brooklyn came in for its share, and at Ho- 
boken the wharf erected for the ferry lies 
almost in ruins, the meadows are covered 
with a sheet of water, and Hoboken Point 
is an island. The Hudson is probably 
opened by the storm to Albany. It was 
raining at that place on Monday morning. 
[Mew York Evening Post. 


King Leopold has appointed a commis- 
sion for the encouragement of steam-car- 
riages into Belaiam. The country, being 
almost a perfect plane, is peculiarly well 
adapted to this mode of conveyance. Two 
have already been started from Brussels— 
one of enormous size, capable of exer- 
cising 120 horse-power. 
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IN SENATE. : 
Mownpay, December 23, 1833. 


A message from the President of the United 
States was received by the hands of A. J. Donex- 
sow, Esq., his Private Secretary. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented the credentials 
of the Hon. JOHN BLACK, a Senator elect from 
the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. BLACK appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. FORSYTH, SILSBEE, SHEPLEY, 
EWING, BELL, WRIGHT, TYLER, GRUN- 
DY, SMITH, KING, of Alabama, ROBINSON, 
TIPTON,MOORE, PRESTON, LINN, RIVES, 
WILKINS, SOUFHARD, ROBBINS, and 
CLAY. i : 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing so much of the law relative to brevet 
rank as authorizes the President to confer that 
rank on officers who shall have served ten years 
in any one grade. 

Mr. TIPTON on leave given, introduced a bill 
to aid in the construction of roadsin the Territory 
of Michigan, which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. PRENFISS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post routefrom Bethel, 
through Stockbridge, Pittsfield, and Windsor, to 
Rutland, in Vermont. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
storing to the pension list Mrs. Ellen Dix, widow 
and relict of the late Dr. Dix, who was surgeon 
in the Navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, reported a bill for the 
relief of Mountjoy Bailey. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the following res- 
olution, offered on Wednesday by Mr. MOORE, 
was taken up, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That theSecretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate the correspondence between that 
Department and the several agents and other per- | 
sons who have been employed in the removal, or | 
in the arrangements for removal, of the Indian | 
tribes. Also, all correspondence between the De- | 
partment and other individuals on the subject of | 
Indian affairs, including the names of agents or į 
other persons who have been employed in making | 
Indian treaties, in the temoval of Indians, taking | 
the census of Indians, or in locatiag the reserva- | 

‘tions allowed by treaties to Indians, with a state- | 
ment of the several sums disbursed by each, show- | 
ing the amount expended, the persons to whom it 
has been paid, and the specific services or consid- 
eration which they have been paid. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following resolution submitted by Mr. 
WEBSTER on Thursday lust, came up for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
passing a law for preventing, as far as may be, | 

accidents to vessels employed in the foreign or 
coastwise commerce of the United States, from the | 
explosion of steam. . 

Mr. WEBSTER said that the great importance | 
of this subject in its relation to the public wel- į 
fare had induced him to offer this resolution. It 
seemed to be the general expectation with the | 
public that the subject would be taken up by Con- 
gress and efficiently acted on. The history of the | 


4 


country for the last three years presented a most 
startling list of accidents from explosions by steam, 
and the general opinion seemed to be that they 
arose, in many instances, from very culpable neg- 
ligence, but in some from a more positive criminal 
offence than negligence, to wit: steamboat racing. 
This was a most unpardonable offence, as tending 
immediately to the destruction of life, by anagent 
so salutary and useful when under proper restraint, 
but awfully destructive and calamitous when in 
inexperienced hands. He had no doubt that it was 
within the power of Congress to interpose in this 
matter. They were licensed commercial vessels, 
and it seemed within the general scope of the pow- 
ers of Congress to regulate commerce and preserve 
the lives and property of our citizens, and unless 
the power can be exercised by Congress he thought 
it could not be by the States. He desired to ex- 
press no opinion, but it had occurred to him that 
a law might be framed having a two-fold character, 
to prescribe and regulate the manner in which 
gteam-boilers should be tried, and then to prohibit 
the application of more than one half or one third 
of the pressure to the boiler which it might be | 
pronounced capable of sustaining; the regulation 
of the safety-valve connected to something without, 
by which every one might examine into the de- 
gree of pressure for himself, was also important. 
As it was the opinion that culpable negligence was 
the chief cause of so many disasters, it seemed 
necessary that there should be some provision for 
an immediate examination of all the circumstances 
whenever they occur; that the collector of the 
district ought to take measures to bring the subject 
to a judicial investigation, and that no excuse 
should avail unless it should turn out that the ac- 
cident was such as could not have been prevented 
even by the greatest degree of skill. He was sat- 
isfied that there could be no efficient security until 
the owner of the boat was brought to feel his re- 
sponsibility to the public by a legal provision for 
punishment and forfeiture. It was within the 


| principle to look to that as the great remedy; that 


when explosions do take place the owners should 


be held responsible, and he was persuaded that | 


such a provision would put an end to three fourths 
of such occurrences. As to the punishment im- 
posed that is another consideration. As negli- 
gence was highly culpable, how much more so 
was the system of racing, whether of aboat against 
a boator against time, and in such cases the owner 
ought to be punished in a most exemplary man- 
ner, together with forfeiture of the boat. There 
was another thing: collisions had been of frequent 
‘occurrence, or boats running foul of each other. 
Something like a law or rule ought to be adopted 
to regulate the course which bo&ts meeting each 
other at night ought to take, and ‘to require them 
to be well lighted. Complaints, too, had been 
frequent of gunpowder being carried on board of 
steamboats. Perhaps that ought to be entirely 
prohibited, owing to the terror.which prevented 
people from going in boats on that account, and | 
that for that reason gunpowder had been frequently | 
shipped on board in disguise. He had brought 
forward the resolution because so much terror ex- 
isted in the public mind as greatly to impede that | 
most comfortable and useful mode of traveling. . 
Mr. BENTON said he did not rise to oppose | 
the resolution—he would give it his hearty sup- | 
port, as he agreed to everything which he had | 
heard on thé subject. He believed that from four 
to five thousand lives had been lost in the United 
States from such accidents. He was in New 
Orleans when the steamboat was blown up on the 
Red river; and was informed there that fifty kegs | 
of gunpowder was on board that boat at thetime. 
He had also been told by the captain of a steam- 
boat that two hogsheads had been shipped on 
board his boat without his knowing the contents 
of them; he had placed them immediately under 
the boilers of the boat, and it was not until they | 


arrived safely at their place of destination that | 


the captain discovered that they contained gun- 


which ought to be provided against—that-of as- 
saults and batteries and homicides: He did:not 
oppose the resolution, but ròse merely to say 
that, in his view of the subject, the Committee on 
the Judiciary, having the judicial affairs of the 
country in charge, was the most appropriate’ com- 
mittee to consider this subject. He thought so 
because the resolution embraced the jurisdiction 
of the private waters of the States, and it seemed 
‘to contemplate an interference with their sov- 
ereignty. In the West during high waters 
steamboats passed over plantations, and up to the 
heads of springs on private property. He had 
reflected much on this subject with a view to 
devise some means of preventing the great evils 
complained of, but had always met with diffi- 
culties at a time when he thought he had accom- 
plished his object. He would say, however, not- 
withstanding so many calamitous accidents. had 
occurred, that his acquaintance with the captains > 
and owners of boats enabled him to ‘speak of 
them as men generally of great skill and high 
character, although, to be sure, there were èx- 
ceptions. In twelve years’ experience in this 
mode of travelling he (Mr. B.) had never: met 
with any accident, and he attributed his good for- 
tune solely to the minute inquiries he had always 
been in the habit of making when he went on 
board as to the perfection of the machinery, and 
the care and skill of the persons having it in 
charge. He moved to amend the resolution so ag 
to refer it to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER did not know that there was 
any standing committee which could appropriately 
take charge of it; but he was governed by prece- 
dent. A resolution offered a few days since, in 
relation to fires on board steamboats, had been 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
he thought this had better take the same course. 
It was his purpose to carry the regulations to 
boats registered and, licensed plying upon the 
public waters only. 

The motion to amend was disagreed to; and the 
resolution was then adopted. : 

The bill to repeal the act commonly called the 
‘¢ force bill,” came up in order. 

+» Mr. FORSYTH thought if it was the intention 
to discuss the bill now that we ought to have the 
South Carolina ordinance. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN said. he wished to move a 
postponement of the bill to this day two weeks, 
by which time that document should be had; he 

accordingly made a motion to that effect; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER’S resolution for purchas- 
ing three daily papers for the use of the Senate 
came up in order. ` 

Mr. FORSYTH did not understand the object 
of the resolution. ` , 

Mr. POINDEXTER. I wish the 
filed for the purpose of reference by t 
of the Senate. 

The resolution was adopted on a division—18 
to 17. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
KING on Thursday last, was taken up, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lauds 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency ot 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
over to the State of Alabama, to be applied to the 
construction of a railroad from the Tennessee to 
the Alabama river, two per cent. of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands which has been 
set apart for making roads to and from said State 
under the direction of Congress. 

The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 
TIPTON on Thursday last, were taken up, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for building a light-house at the 
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powder. There was another class of accidents 


mouth of the Kalamazoo and Grand rivers, on 


peculiar to this species of. travelling in the West p 
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Lake Michigan, Michigan Territory, and for sur- 
veying the bars at the mouths of both these rivers. 
: ‘Resolved; That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- 
propriation for. surveying the flats in Lake St. 
Clair; at the mouth of St. Clair riveryand also for 
removing the Bar, and building a pier, if necessary, 
at the mouth of the river Clinton, in Lake St. 
Clair, in the Territory of Michigan. 


“REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The consideration of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the removal of the deposites 
came-up in order. : 

Mr: CLAY said he regretted he was compelled 
to ask for a further postponement of this subject. 
‘The unexampled pressure in the money market 
he was aware required some expression On the 
part of the Senate with as little delay as possible. 
Ji would be well recollected that a call had been 
made upon the Secretary of the Treasury for cer- 
tain papers alluded to in his report; these have not 
yet been received; he had supposed. that they 
would have been ready by to-day, and tkat he 
‘should not have been compelled to ask for any 
farther delay. But as the correspondence alluded 
to has not been received, he asked a further post- 
ponement until Thursday next. a j 

Mr. FORSYTH said he had no kind of objec- 
tion to the postponement, But he would suggest 
to the gentleman from Kentucky, that if he would 
turn over the printed public documents he would 
‘find all the correspondence he wanted. He (Mr. 
F'.) understood, that all the gentleman wanted was 
to ascertain whether the Secretary had put the 
proper ‘construction upon Mr. Crawford’s letters. 

T'he call of the gentleman seemed to Mr. F. very 
extensive, and he thought it would require more 
time to copy it all than was allowed by the pro- 
posed postponement, i 
` Mr. CLAY hoped there would be no objection 
to the day suggested. The documents alluded to 
by the gentleman were in four volumes, and it was 
impossible to select outof them the correspondence 
referred to. But he would say that he had read 
~ a great portion of it, and he was unable to find in 
it a single passage justifying the construction put 
on it H the Secretary; but, on the contrary, doc- 
trines the very reverse of it. Heasked, what was 
no more than fair, that the Secretary should state 
his own case. . i . 

The postponement till Thursday was agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the bill for the 
relief of John A. Webster was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate them 
went into the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, which occupied their attention to the hour 
of adjournment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 23, 1833. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting. a pension to John Carmack, of 
the county of Washington, Virginia, for services 
rendered the United States in and prior to the war 
of the Revolution. à 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, 

Resolved, That the. Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the application of a part of the an- 
nual appropriation under the act of 1824, for sur- 
veys, &c., to geological investigations, and to the 
formation of.a geological map of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 

fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of so modifying the existing law in relation to the 
Militia of the several States, as to permit each 
State, in time of peace, in the discretion of its 
Legislature, to require no person to bear arms 
under 21 or over 40 years of age; and to permit’ 
the inspection of arms to be taken by companies, 
instead of by regiments or battalions; and also 
into the propriety of providing arms and. accou- 
trements at the public expense for those liable to 
bear arms; and that they be required to report to 
this House by bill or otherwise. [Mr. F, subsé-4 
quently, by unanimous consent, changed the ref- 
erence of the foregoing resolution to a select com- 


| don,in North Carolina, 


| town of Perryville, in the county of Perry, State 


mittee, previously raised on subjects of a similar 


character.] 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the clerk of the United 
States Supreme Court to-receive and transmit all 
records, documents, and letters, concerning the 
duties of his office, free of postage. 

On motion of Mr. DAVENPORT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be requested to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Wel- 
by Charlotte Court-House 
and Brook Neal, to Green Hill, in the county of 
Campbell, Virginia; also, one other route from 
Green Hill, in the county of Campbell, by Rius 
Meeting-House and Spring Garden, to Danville, 
in Pittsylvania county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. BOCKEE, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of grantjng a pension to Robert Brush, a 
soldier of the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, ; 

Resolved, That the- deposition of Josiah Smith 
and others, relative to the loss of a horse while he 
was in the service of the United States, and for 
which he claims compensation from the Govern- 
ment, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the building of a 
marine hospital in or near Wilmington, North 
Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making remuneration to Lieutenant E. R. Shu- 
brick, of the United States Navy, for certain 
expenses incurred by him during the period he 
commanded the United States ship Vincennes in 
the West Indies, and that the memorial of Lieu- 
tenant Shubrick, with the accompanying papers, 
presented at the last session of Congress, and now 
on file in the office of the Clerk of the House, be 
committed to said committee. ; 

On motion of Mr. TOMPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Big Barren river, in the 
State of Kentucky, and that said committee report 
by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 


of Tennessee, to the town of Reynoldsburg, in the 
same State. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from An- 
trim, of Van Buren, in the county of Hardiman, 
State of Tennessee, by Nubbin Ridge, Simpson’s 
Bridge, on the Hatchee river, Cypress, Cham- 
bers’ Store, Wolf’s Ferry,on the Tennessee river, 
to Lilley’s, on the stage road from Florence, Ala- 
bama, to Savannah, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the payment of half-pay 
pensions to the widows and orphans of those offi- | 
cers and soldiers of the late six companies of 
mounted rangers who died while im the line of 
their duty on the northwestern frontier. 


Mr. EVERETT submitted the following reso- |; 


lution, which, by a rule of the House, lies on the 
table one-day: 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur therein,) That || 
when the two Houses of Congress’ adjourn to- 
morrow, they adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. POLK said it was unusual to adopta course 
of thiskind. The usage had been for each House, 
during Christmas week, to adjourn to the third 
day from the day preceding Christmas. He did |i 
not expect that the House would do much busi- | 
ness during this week, but he hoped it would do 
some business. 


Mr. EVERETT said it had been usual, when 
Christmas occurred on Wednesday, to adjourn 
over to the following Monday. At this stage of 
the session it was not usual for the House to sit 
on Saturdays. oo 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
that the resolution lie on the table indefinitely. 

Mr. FOOT suggested that the resolation must, 
according to the rule, lie one day, and claimed the 
enforcement of the rule; but subsequently with- 
drew it, at the request of several members, who 
wished the sense of the House to be taken at once 
upon the adjournment. ; 

“Mr. POLK renewed the call for the application 
of therule, and the joint resolution lies aceordingly 
on the table for one day. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and 
justice of granting to the State of Louisiana, in aid 
of internal improvements, the same extent of land 
which has heretofore been granted by Congress to 
other western States, and particularly to the State 
of Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. LEAVITT, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of refunding to James Maley a sum erroneously 
paid by him to the marshal of the district of Ohio, 
in the purchase of certain real estate sold by said 
marshal upon an execution issued at the suit of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Cambridge, in Guernsey county, Ohio, through 
Liberty in said county, to Plainfield, in Coshocton 
county. 

On motion of Mr. STANDIFER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
awd Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Dal- 
las, in Hamilton county, Tennessee, to Ashville, 
a ihe state of Alabama, passing through W ills’s 

alley. 

On moien of Mr. CLAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe- 


| diency of establisbing an agency for the payment 


of pensions at tife branch of the Bank of the State 
of Alabama in Decatur. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from 
Wadesboro’, Kentucky, by Humility, to the 
mouth of Sandy, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Iinois, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth sec- 
tions reserved for the use of schools in the State 


| of [linois, in all cases where the same is barren 


and unproductive, and the selection and entry of 
others in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- ` 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to Morris James, or his legal representatives, com- 
pensation for wood cut and taken away from his 


| land by the troops of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of donating to the State of Indiana each alternat. 
section heretofore reserved to the United States by 
the act of March 2, 1827, for the purpose of ensur- 
ing a speedy completion of the said canal, under a 
provision that, if the same be accepted by the State 
of Indiana, the work shall, after its completion, 
become forever a free and public highway for all 
the citizens of the United States and the trans- 
portation of their property, subject to the collection 
of no higher amount of toll or other charge than 
will be sufficient to keep said canal in proper repair. 

On motion of Mr, EVERETT, of Vermont, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of refunding to Jesse Gove a sum of money paid. in 
1814, by mistake to the district attorney for the 


Vermont district, for the use of the United Stars. 
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On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and j 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of making an appropriation to construct certain | 


roads in the Territory of Michigan described ina 
bill (No. 85) which passed the Senate at the last 
session of Congress; and also, that said committee 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of į 


making an appropriation to survey and mark a 
road, and to cut away the timber and bridge the 
streams on the same from Taginaw to Mackinac, 


and thence to the Sault Sainte Marie, in Michigan ! 


Territory. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Joseph Byington. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported bills for the relief of the 
legal representatives of George Herbert, and of 
the heirs-at-law of Richard Wilson. f 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the same, re- 
ported bills for the relief of Dr. Robert Wilmot and 
Ephraim Whitaker. i 

Mr. CRANE, from the same, reported a bill for 
the relief.of Mary Anne Brooks, and other heirs- 
at-law of Daniel Reeves. 

Mr. GRENNELL, of Massachusetts, reported 
a bill for the relief of Asa Wilkinson. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Daniel Payne. 

Mr. McINTIRK reported a bill for the relief of 
Laurentius M. Hyler. ` 

Mr. MARSHALL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Captain Thomas 
Blackwell, and for the administrators of Michael 
Pratts. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill granting pensions to cer- 
tain persons therein named. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
relief of J. Dutee and others. ; 

All which bills were read twice and committed. 

The SPEAKER presented the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States: 

Wasuweron, December 23, 1833. 

To the House of Representati es: 

. The rules and regulations herewith submitted 
have been prepared by a board of officers, in con- 
formity with an act passed May 19,1832. They 
are approved by me; and, in pursuance of the 
provisions of said act, are now communicated to 
the House of Representatives for the purpose of 
obtaining to them the sanction of Congress. 

i ` ANDREW JACKSON. 


The said message, on motion of Mr. WAT- | 


MOUGH, withthe accompanying documents, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also presented a report from 
Robert Mills, in relation to the recent alteration 


made in the House of Representatives; which, on ; 


motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, was referred to 
the Committee on Publie Buildings. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to recommit the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to the Committee of Ways and 
Means—the question being on the following in- 
structions, moved by Mr. McDUFFIE: 

“To report a joint resolution providing that the 
publie revenue hereafter collected be deposited in 


the Bank of the United States, in conformity with | 


the public faith pledged in the charter of the said 
bank.” a ` 

Mr. McDUFFIE said the only substantial 
ground alleged by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for the removal of the deposites he would now 
proceed to consider. It was a ground which, if 
founded in fact, was entitled to the serious consid- 
eration of this House. The Secretary alleged 
that the curtailments of the bank made this step 
so necessary that he could not wait two months 
for the meeting of Congress. Mr. McD. insisted 
that the ground taken was not founded in fact. 
The whole amountof the reduction in the circula- 


tion of the bank, from the first of August to the first | 


of October, was, in fact, only one million and 
sixteen thousand dollars. But the Secretary has 


reported a bill for the | 


i 


į 


j 


‘| September, that the deposites ought to be removed 
|i as soon as practicable, and fixes for that purpose 


|| bank, he insisted, ought, in common prudence, to 


‘| before their consummation. The o 
|| the three per cents. had been again looked up, as | 


| informed us that the amount of the reductions, or, 
as the Secretary called them, ‘* of collections from 
the community,” during thet time, was upwards 
of six millions of dollars. The document, there- 
fore, speaking technically, or in the language of 


lic. The Secretary had artived at this result by 
alleging*hat the amount of deposites received by 
the bank was. equivalent to a withdrawal of so 
much money from the circulation of the bank. 
The actual amount of discounts on the first of 
August was $43,237,000, and on the first of Octo- 
ber, $42,221,000; so that this extraordinary reduc- 
tion, which produced so much distress, was only 


from the vaults of the bank, within the same time, 
was. $8,000,000; for the threat to take it away 
rendered it necessary for the bank to be prepared 
to pay it. The domestic bills discounted by the 
bank were not actually loans. They were bought 


modation of the community, and to save the time 
of transporting specie. Onno commercial princi- | 
ple, therefore, could the diminution-in the amount 
of these bills be considered as a diminution of the 
| circulation. He had seen it stated in the Govern- 
| ment press of this morning that the bank, from 
the first of August to the present time, had dimin- 
lished its circulation twelve millions of dollars. 
But the fact was, that, to this time from the first 
i of August, the diminution of its circulation had 
been only four millions and a half of dollars; and 
adding to this amount the diminution in bills of 
exchange, it was less than ten millions, a sum but 
litle exceeding the amount drawn by the Govern- 
ment from the bank. 
| he Secretary next accuses the bank of hoard- 
| ing up specie—of accumulating a large amount of 
| Specie, which the Secretary infers was drawn from 
i the State banks. But if the fact were true which 
| the Secretary alleges, and if all the suffering had 
ensued from the cartailments of the bank, stillthe | 
Executive was entirely answerable for it. He had 
| never read, in his life,a more unfair, uncandid, 
| and jesuitical statement than that, by which it was 
attempted to throw the responsibility of the pres- 
| ent pressure upon the bank, After reading the 
| passage referred to, he adverted to the declaration 
| of the President, made by public manifesto, in 


the first day of October. Yet the Secretary says 
the bank should not have taken the removal for 
granted. They should have come to him, to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, for information as 
to this fact. But who was the Secretary of the 
Treasury? Mr. Duane held the office, and -would 
he, if applied to, have given any information coun- 
ter to that communicated in the manifesto? The 


| consider the deposites as removed as soon as the 
manifesto of the Executive was published. Mr. 
McD. then referred to the charge that the bank 
‘had violated its charter in riot requiring the con- 
currence of seven directors in every act. Why 
was not the scire facias issued on this charge? 
| Why, he believed that not one respectable lawyer | 
i in the United States would be found to bring the | 
| suit. 
| lature of the bank, but the president and certain | 
| committees were the executive authority of the | 
bank, It was not necessary that any act author- 
| ized by the board shouid be performed in the pres- 
ence of and with the assent of the.board. The 
President of the United States, he imagined, would 


tive authority which had not the concurrence of 
Congress. But it was said that the Government | 
directors were excluded from ail participation in į 
the proceedings of the bank. Ele wentinto a state- | 
ment of the ordinary management of the bank, to 
show that the proceedings of the exchange com- 
mittee were duly reported to the board, and that 
no act of that committee could be consummated 
| without the knowledge of every member of the 
i board. The Government directors could see the 
| whole proceedings of that committee on the books | 
ld matter of | 


a charge against the bank. In that case the bank | 
| stepped in to avert a pressure which the Govern- 
ment was about to produce. By 


| common sense, was a gross imposition on the pùb- |i 


! $1,016,000. The actual amount of capital taken | 


iby the bank, and paid at maturity, for the accom- ; 


The board of directors constituted the legis- |; 


| not consent to decline the exercise of all Execu- | 


ii was. 


the arrangement ' 


of the bank, they were enabled to continue-their 


ernment was released from responsibility, and the 
certificates came into: the hands of the bank. In 
fact, the bank, by thid arrangement, expedited in- 
stead of retarded the payment of the debt. “The |” 
bank paid the interest of the stock to the Govern- 
ment; the Government lost nothing, and the bank 
had now paid the whole amount of the certificates 
to the holders, and had at the same time: averted 
from the community a pressure as sevére and as 
extensive as the present. For what purpose this 
charge was brought up again ‘he could not tell, 
but it served to show the spirit in which the bank 
was persecuted. ; 
` On the subject of the charge against the bank. 
founded on the demand made by the bank upon 
the Government for damages on a bill ofexchange 
drawn by the Government.on France, purchased. 
by the bank and protested, he stated that the bank 
in this transaction stood to the Government pre- 
cisely as an individual purchaser of a bill, and 
were exposed to the same loss and inconvenience 
by its protest, as an individual purchaser would 
have been. The Government itself had always 
most rigidly exacted damages’ to the full legal 
amount, whether inconvenience had; been suffered. 
or not. Yet the Government had the audacity'to 
charge the bank with stabbing the public credit, 
whereas the Government itself had stabbed the - 
public credit by refusing to pay its just debts. The 
Government alleges that the money was deposited 
in the bank to the whole amount paid for the 
draft, and that the bank had, therefore, the use of 
it. But this was an assertion not founded in fact. 
Congress provided by law, that the money should 
j be deposited in the bank, and appropriated to 
loans for the use of the distributees of the fund. 
He came next to the charge that the bank had 
conferred upon its president the power of printing 
certain documents. He was astonished that the 
i President, of all others, should have made this 
charge. By a law of last session an unlimited 
power—the disposition of the whole wealth and 
revenue of the country—was placed in the hands 
of the President at his own special instance. He 
could not match this inconsistency with anything 
but with another Dutch story; he had got in the 
habit of relating Dutch stories; they were so very 
apposite, at the present time, as affording ilustra» 
tions of Dutch wisdom. Buthe would uot locate 
this story, like the other, at Kinderhook, lest some 
question might arise upon it. Ina certain Dutch 
village, there was once upon a time, as all old 
stories begin, a certain lottery to be drawn, having 
many blanks and few prizes. In the revolving of 
the wheel before the assembled crowds interested 
in such event, dame fortune, who presided, show- 
ered her favors upon but few. There were more 
blanks than prizes. This wasfelt a great grievance, 
until at length, the public excitement getting to the 
highest piteh, a large bully mounted the platform 
upon which the wheel was placed, with the inten- 
| tion of breaking it all to smashes, because, as he 
| said, ‘de whole bushness war a piece of willain~ 
ous cheatrery’’—when up starts one of the mana- 
gers, before he had time to put his threats into 
; execution, and exclaimed to him, ‘‘ Softly, softly, 
my good friend; do you know what this is in my 
hand for you?” The honest Dutchman said, “ No, 
he did not.” “ Why, then,” said the other, ** ’tis 
a large prize for you.” ‘Oh, then,” on second 
thought, responded the Dutchman, “ this cannot be 
a willainous piece of cheatrery; itisas faira thing 
as ever was.” The President complains of the 
power vested in the president of the bank as sub- 
| versive of the liberty of the country, but when he 
' himself takes the exercise of a power ten thousand 
| times greater, he says ‘ it is as fair a thing as ever 
» The charge was, that the bank had ex- 
pended so much for printing—but, in fact, only 
i $46,000 of the sum stated was for printing—the | 
| remainder being for blank books, bank notes, &c. 
, He mentioned this merely to show that the state- 
| ment of the Secretary could not be relied upon. He 
| wished to God that the President, as the represent- 
| ativeof the Government interest in the bank, had 
discharged his duties as well as the president of the 
bank. His daily and nightly effort had been to de- 
stroy the institution; and it wasgreatly to the credit 
of the bank that it had withstood the whole combi- 
nation of the Government—stockjobbers and all. 


| discounts to the amount of six millions; the Gove. 
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Any other institution would have fallen under the 
assault. The Bank of the United States is the only 
institution which stands safe amidst the general 
shock produced by the couree of the Government, 
and yet the President had denounced it last year 
as an unsafe depository for the public money. The 
bank, too, had made a generous use of its power; 
for he was told that it had assisted to preserve the 
banks in its vicinity from entire destruction. The 
bank, too, was charged with interfering with elec- 
tions, The charge was, that the bank, from the 
first of January, 1831, to May, 1832, had increased 
its loans from forty-two to seventy millions of dol- 
lars—tmaking an increase of twenty-eight millions 
in, sixteen months, But this statement was, he 
contended, a gross, and he was sorry to say, an 
intentional misrepresentation. On the first of Jan- 
uary the amount of discounts was thirty-three mil- 
lions. On the first of May they had increased to 
forty-seven millions—being an increase of fourteen 
millions. This was put forth as a crime against 
the bank. But the Secretary of the Treasury had, 
in suppressing some facts, which must have been 
known to him, left himself open to the charge of 
wilfully attempting to impose upon the Congress 
and the country; for he had known that, by vari- 
ous means, the collecting of its debts, and repay- 
ments from England, the bank had increased the 
cash in its vaults, during that same period, to nearly 
eleven millions—and yet he urges as a complaint, 
* that the bank had increased its discounts from 
forty-two to seventy millions.” So the extraordi- 
nary increase of discounts turns out to be nothing 
more than the exchange of one debtor for another; 
and, besides, the bank was able to discount more 
than the actual amount of the money thus repaid 
to it. Another consideration was, that the year 
1831 was one of most excessive importation, and 
although there was an unprecedented amount of 
commercial debt created, there was, through the 
wise administration of the bank, no ruinous reac- 
tion or depression.. The bank eased everything 
down quietly and safely. The merchants got 
through. the crisis with ease, and in spite of all 
predictions, refused to fail or become embarrassed. 
The main proof brought by the President and his 
Secretary in support of the charge of interfering 
with elections was this increase of discounts. 
They could imagine no other reason for the increase 
than an attempt to defeat his election. Most hor- 
ribly must that intellect be perverted which could 
see in such a measure nothing but a desire to 
interfere in a presidential election. 


He had now gone through with all the charges | 


against the bank, and he called upon Congress to 
interfere and save the country from the distresses 
impending over it. Shall we not interfere to stop 
the exteriding ruin? We are called upon by every 
consideration connected with the liberties of the 
people to arrest the arbitrary arm of the Execu- 
tive. Where is the public treasure? No man can 
‘tell where it is. By what authority has it been 
taken out of the Treasury? No man can answer. 
Then let us tell the Secretary of the Treasury, if 
he attempts to forestall our proceedings, he shall 
not accomplish his object. Why had the Presi- 
dent removed the deposites before the meeting of 
Congress? Because he knew that he could not 
persuade Congress to do it, though he might induce 
them to confirm the act after it was done. The 
President, as a military man, knows the effect of 
throwing himself into a breach and crying to his 
followers, ‘Save your general.” The Executive 
Government had thrust itself into this matter in 
such a manner as almost to preclude any action 
upon our part. We could not now, without pro- 
ducing great embarrassments, interfere by ordering 
the deposites, already withdrawn from the United 
States Bank, to be restored to it; and he had, 
therefore, confined his object to the future deposite 
of all public money in that bank. The instruc- 
tions. to the committee for the restoration of the 
deposites, he desired now to have only a prospect- 
ive effect, in order to avert the ruin which would 
ensye from their being suddenly withdrawn from 
the State banks. He knew that the picture drawn 
of the calamities ail over the country would be 
said to have been too highly colored. It was, in 
fact, said the other‘day, by an honorable member 
from New York, (Mr. Vanprerpor.,] that the 
removal had nothing to do with these calamities— 
that all that was said about- commercial distress, 


was a humbug. Ay, sir, these were the words; 
but to him it was a most melancholy humbug. 
Was there any man now in his senses to join in 
that opinion? Who now would say that the re- 
moval of the deposites had not something to do 
with the distress overspreading the land? He 
presumed no man would have the audacigy now to 
say so, for any picture of that distress must fall 
short of its sad reality. Even he himself, until he 
had various letters from different sections of the 
country, could not have formed any idea of its 
extent. And this, he contended, would not be 
confined, as was alleged, to the cities only; it must 
finally increase, and find its way into the country 
at large—as one class of the country could not be 
affected by commercial distress, without all the 
others feeling it, and most sensibly too. That the 
effect of the commercial distress on the South had 
already been felt he could testify. The crop of 
cotton, when brought to market, had borne in 
Charleston, as compared with the prices in Liv- 
erpool, a loss of five cents per pound. What pro- 


| duced this difference? Nothing else assuredly 


than the scarcity of money; in consequence of 
which the usual purchasers of this article were 
disabled from entering into the market; and within 
the Jast four weeks a further difference had been 
made of at least two cents. With the knowledge 
of this, as to one important interest, he might pre- 
dict that the same result would be produced in 
others. Did they not-know that great losses had 
arisen to the dealers interested in stocks of the 
State banks, even in some of the favored ones? 
Was there not in the Girard bank stock a decline 
from 70 to 54? And yet they were to be told 
there was no commercial distress in consequence 
of the scarcity of money. But if there was such 
a depreciation in the value of this bank stock, 
must it not be apparent that the stock of others 
would also become depreciated? . From what cause 
could such depreciation arise, if it was not from 
the panic created in consequence of the absurd 
and wicked interference with the monetary insti- 
tutions? 

He would conclude by asking, what would be 
the end of this? He would not say. The object 
of all these measures, if not retraced, must be to 
make a sacrifice of the interests of all the indus- 
trious classes in the country for the sole benefit of 
speculators and stockjobbers. For them there 
was a full harvest to be reaped. The speculating 
broker and rapacious money-vender would have 
every opportunity afforded them to prey upon the 
necessities of those who were the main dependence 
of the country. These meritorious classes must 
be depressed, whilst others would rise upon their 
necessities to princely fortunes. To those per- 
sons, however, who, if connected with the recent 
measures of the Government, and speculating on 
their effect, had hoped to gain by depreciating the 
United States Bank stock, it was some consolation 
that they would be disappointed; for whilst the 
State bank stock had, in many instances, fallen, 
the other had advanced; the bank was too strong 
for them. Mr. McD., after deprecating at some 
length the ruinous. consequences that would fol- 
low, as a consequence of the late measures, in 
connecting the Executive with the finance power of 
the country, concluded by calling upon the House 
to interpose its power, before it became too late to 
do go, to wrest impending ruin from the country. 

Mr. POLK then rose and moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was carried. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvurspay, December 24, 1833. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of A.J. DONELSON, 
Esq., his Private Secretary. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. HENDRICKS, TOMLINSON, KING 
a TA a E LINN and SHEP- 

„Mr. ROBINSON, on leave given, introduted 
bills for the relief of Noah Stehley and George 
Stehley; which were read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee to 
whom was referred the bill for the relief of Elihu 
Hall Bay, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. BELL, on leave given, introduced a bill for 


‘the relief of Caleb Stark; which was twice read, 


and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the memorial 
of the Legislature of Missouri praying for a grant 
of lands, reported adverse to the prayer of the .. 
petitioners. i j 

Mr. SPRAGUE, on leave given, presented a 
bill for the relief of Ebenezer Roberts; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. ; : 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices, reported two bills for the relief of John 
Chalender and William Johnson, and Thomas 
Rhoads and Jeremiah Austen. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, on leave given, introduced 
a bill for the relief of Calvin Smith; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. | 

Mr. KENT submitted the following joint reso- 
lution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, : 


(two thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the 
following article be proposed to the Legislatures 
of the several States as an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, which, when rati- 
fied by three fourths of said Legislatures, shall be 
valid as part of the Constitution. ; 
When a bill which, having passed the Senate 
and Elouse of Representatives, shall be returned 
by the President of the United States, with his 
objections, upon the reconsideration thereof, a 
majority of all the members elected to each House 
shall again pass such bill, notwithstanding the 
objections of the President, it shall become a law, 


| and the requisition of two thirds in such case, 


according to the existing Constitution is revoked. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. KING; pamo up for consideration, and was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committeeon Military A fairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing so much of the law relative to brevet rank as 
authorizes the President to confer that rank on 
omoera who shall have served ten years in any one 

rade. s 
: The following resolution, offered yesterday by` 
Mr. PRENTISS, was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a postroute from Bethel, 
through Stockbridge, Pittsfield, and Windsor, to 
Rutland, in Vermont. 

The resolution of Mr. ROBBINS, directing the 
Library Committee to procure a bust of the late 
Chief Justice Ellsworth, to be executed by an 
American artist, was considered and agreed to. - 

The bill for the relief of Mountjoy Bailey was 
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed 


| for a third reading. 


A joint resolution was received from the House 
of Representatives for an adjournment of Congress 


; till Monday next. 


Mr. KANE moved to concur in the resolution. 

Mr. CLAY opposed iton account of the unusual 
pressure of business. 

The motion was lost on a division—18 to 17. 

Mr, FRELINGHUYSEN then moved that 
when the Senate adjourns, it will adjourn to meet 
again on Thursday next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


| making a grant of land to the widow and heirs of 
| the late Felix St. Vraif, who was killed by the 


Indians in the late disturbance in the northwest. 
On motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, the Senate then 


| proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 


ness, in which they were engaged till the hour of 
adjournment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspar, December 24, 1833. 


The House suspended the rule for the purpose 
of taking up the joint resolution submitted yester- 
day by Mr. EVERETT, that when the tlouse 
adjourned, it should adjourn over to Monday next. 


\ 
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Subsequently a message was received from the 

Senate, informing the House that the Senate had 

“not concurred in the resolution for a temporary 
adjournment. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that when the House 
adjourned this day, it should adjourn until Friday 
next, which motion did not, he said, require the 
concurrence of the Senate. Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HATHAWAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
Daniel Brown the amount certified to be due to 
him by a jury in a suit instituted against him by 
the United States. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, by the rule of the House, lies one 
day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the report of Major 
Bache, of the corps of Topographical Engineers, 
of his survey and estimate of the Williamsport 
and Elmira railroad, in the States of Pennsylva- 
nia and New York. 


On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the harbor at W ig- 
ton’s Point, near the mouth of the Twenty-mile 
creek, Erie county, Pennsylvania, and that the 
Secretary of War be directed to furnish to this 
House a copy of the report of a survey made by 
the United States engineer at said point. 

Mr. PINCKNEY submitted the following reso- 
lutions; which lie one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, if not 
incompatible, in his opinion, with the public in- 


terest, a copy of the instructionsgiven to our Min- | 


ister at Madrid, relative to the trade between the 


United States and the islands of Cuba and Puerto } 


Rico, and such informatian as may be in his pos- 
session touching the prospect of an abolition by 
the Spanish Government of the. discriminating 
duties referred to in his message. 


Resolved, That the President be requested to | 
cause to be laid before this House a statement of | 
the discriminating duties levied upon American | 


vessels in the islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico, 
and also of the duties now imposed by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States upon articles ime 
ported from those islands. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the || 
H 


expediency of establishing a post route from Dar- 
hamsville, in Tipton county, Tennessee, to Ash- 
port, in said county of Tipton. 

On motion of Mr. KINNARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route as fol- 
lows, viz: continuing the present route from Rich- 
mond, via Newcastle, Pendleton, and Strawtown, 
from the latter place to Kirk’s Cross Roads, in the 
State of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Al- 
bion, by Fairfield, Malding’s Mills, and Mount 
Vernon, to Nashville, in-the State of Illinois. 

Mr. DUNCAN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, according to a rule, lies one day on 
the table: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


requested to communicate to this House whether 
any attempts have been made to evade the revenue 
Jaws of the United States by the introduction of 
lead in 56 pound weights, in statues, or any other 
form, and whether any further legislation be ne- 
cessary to protect the revenue and the manufac- 
turer of lead. 

On motion of Mr. MARDIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 


! affairs, Indian agents, and sub-agents, interpreters, 


| to transmit to this House thereport and drawings 


fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Selma, via Valley Creek Settlement, Weaver’s 
Store, to Marion, Perry county, Alabama. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the sub-agent to the Choctaw 
Indians west of the Mississippi*river. 

On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post routes 
in {ndiana, to wit: From Connersville,in Fayette 
county, to Louisville, in Henry county; from New 
Castle to Munceytown; from Brownsville, by Phil- 
omith, to Centreville; from Richmond, by Win- 
chester and Mississiniwa, to Fort Wayne; and 
from Oxford, in Ohio, by Fairfield and West 
Union, to Rushville, in Indiana. 

Mr. H. EVERETT submitted the following 
resolution; to lie one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicateto this House the names,and places | 
where employed, of the superintendent of Indian 


and clerks, and all other ‘persons now in the em- | 
ploy of the United States in the Indian department; 
the salary and emoluments of each; by whom ap- | 
pointed; the dates of their appointments, with a 

reference to the treaty, law, or authority under | 
which they were appointed; and his opinion 
whether a part of said agencies may not be dis- 
continued without prejudice to the public service. 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land | 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of granting to Amos W. Brown, of St. Lawrence 
county, in the State of New York, a warrant for 
bounty land, to which he was entitled as a Cana- | 
dian volunteer during the late war, and that the | 
petition presented by him at the last session of 
Congress, together with the report of the Commit- 
tee of Claims, be referred to said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed, 
to be called the Committee on Patents granted for 
Useful Inventions. 

On motion of Mr. HARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for constructing a breakwater in 
the Niagara river, near Youngstown, in the State 
of New York. 

Mr. PAGE submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 


i 
l 


{ 


of the survey of the New York and Erie railroad, | 
made under the direction of De Witt Clinton, Esq., 
United States civil engineer, in 1832. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported bills for the | 


and others. 

Mr. NICHOLSON reported a bill for the relief 
of John McClenahan. 

Mr. CASEY, for the relief of Richard Max. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, for the relief of John 
Polhemus. : 

Mr. EVANS, for the relief of James B. Folsom 
and others. 

All which bills were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CARR, of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Baptiste Jean Sonne; which bill was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. t 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill granting lands in the 
Western Reserve to the State of Ohio for the sup- |; 
port of certain schools; which was read twice, || 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on | 
Monday next. 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
munication and some accounts from the Secretary || 
of the Treasury. Also, a communication from the | 


War Department, with a survey of the Whiteand : 
St. Francis rivers, Arkansas, as ordered by the i 


House; which were appropriately referred, and 
ordered to be printed. . i 

The resolutions for inquiry heretofore offered 
were severally considered and adopted. 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Ser- 
DEN, relative to the sinking fund, was taken up 
for consideration. f ; 

Mr. POLK suggested a modification: of the res- 
olution, so.as to give it the form of an.inquiry. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that the existing’ 
laws on the subject of the sinking fund made all 
the provisions required by his colleague, except 
one. Mr. C. stated what were the existing laws, 
on that subject. ‘ ; 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the reso- 


i lution was laid on the table on account of the ab- 


sence of the mover. 


The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Small. 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons . 
therein named. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of George Chinn. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Sherfey. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of widow Robert 


i| Avart. 


A bill for the relief of Thomas Richardson. 

A bill for the relief of William S. Anderson. 

A bill for the relief of George H. Jennings. 

A bill for the relief of James H. Brewer. 

A bił for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Morrison, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John Thomson. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Bagnall, executor 
of J. B. Vaughn. 

A bill for the relief of Whitford Gill. 

A bill for the relief of Peregrine Gardner. 

A bill for the relief of Edward Willett. ` 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Lincoln, admin- 
istrator of Samuel Lincoln, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John H. Maguire. 

A bill for the relief of Russell Hunt, David 
Hunt, and Amos Hunt. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey. 

A bill for the relief of John Bills. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and Wil- 
liam Palmer. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M Harper. 

A bill for the relief of Martha Bailey and 


|| others. ` 


On motion of Mr. WARD, the Housethen ad- 
journed. f 

The select committee on themilitia, consists of 
Messrs. HussarD, Lyon, BEALE, Grirrin, PLUM- 
MER, McCarry, BULL, GRAHAM, and ANTHONY. 


[The following preamble and resolution was 
submitted in the House of Representatives on 
Monday last, by Mr. HANNEGAN, of Indiana, 


| relief of Wyatt Singleton, and James Andrews, | but on ihe suggestion of Mr. MERCER, the pre- 


amble was withdrawn, (it being unusual upon sub- 
jects of inquiry.) The resolution was adopted. It 
is now republished, together with the preamble, 


| in order toa more full understartding of the objects 


of the mover.] 

Whereas by an act of Congress, approved May 
96, 1824, the State of Indiana was ‘‘ authorized to 
survey and mark through the public lands of the 
United States, the route of a canal by which to 
connect the navigation of the waters of the river 
Wabash with those of Lake Erie,” and under 
certain previsions in said act stipulated, 90 feet of 
land on each side of said canal were reserved from 
sale and the use thereof vested in the State afore- 


-said for a canal, and for no other purpose what- 


ever; and whereas by a subsequent act cf Con- 
gress, approved the 2d of March, 1827, there was 
granted to the said State of Indiana, for the pur- 
pose of aiding her ‘ in opening a canal to unite at 
navigable points the waters of the Wabash river 
with those of Lake Erie,” a quantity of Jand equal 
to one half of five sections in width on each side 
of said canal, and at the same time reserving each 
alternate section to the United States, to be selected 
by the Commissioner of the Land Office, under. 
the direction of the President, from one end thereof 
to the other, with a proviso that said canal, when 


5A 


completed, ‘ should be, and forever remain, a pub- 
lic highway for the use of the Government of the 
United States, free from any toll or other charge 
for any property of the United States or persons | 
in their service passing through the same,” and a | 
farther proviso ‘‘that the canal should be com- 
menced by said State within five, and completed 
within twenty-five years.” Now, therefore, as 
the State of Indiana has accepted the grant, and 
in good faith commenced the execution of the work 
under all the provisions of the several acts referred 
to, and the same is a work entirely national in its 
character, and its completion an object of general 
interest— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed. to inquire into the expediency 
of donating to the State of Indiana each alternate 
section heretofore reserved to the United States 
by the act of March 2, 1827, for the purpose of 
ensuring a speedy completion of the said canal, 

under a proviso that if the same be accepted by the 
State of Indiana the work shall, after its comple- 
tion, become forevera free and public highway for 
all the citizens of the United States, and the trans- 
portation of their property, subject to the collec- 

- tion of no higher amount of toll or charge than 
will be sufficient to keep the said canal in proper 
repair. 


IN SENATE, . 
Tuurspay, December 26, 1833. 


A bill forthe relief of Mountjoy Bailey was read || 
athird time, and, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 
laid on the table. 

. The following resolution, submitted by Mr. |! 
Linn on Tuesday, was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making a grant of land to the widow and heirs of 
the late Felix St. Vrain, who was killed by the 
Indians in the Jate disturbance in the northwest. 4) 


PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the orders of the day to be the consideration of the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the 
removal of the deposites, 

- Mr. CLAY said, as he was desirous of avoiding 
any interruption upon the question of order, he 
would submit the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That, by dismissing the late Secre- 
tary of the Treasury because he would not, con- 
trary to his sense of his own duty, remove the 
money of the United States in deposite with the 
Bank of the United States and its branches, in 
conformity with the President’s opinion; and by 
appointing his successor to effect such removal, |! 
which has. been done, the President has assumed 
the exercise of a power over the Treasury of the | 
United States not granted to him by the Constitu- 
tion and laws, and dangerous to the liberties of 
the people. 

2.. Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the 
money of the United States deposited in the Bank 
of the United States and its branches, communi- 
cated to Congress on the third day of December, 
1833, are unsatisfactory and insufficient. ` 

The resolutions being before the Senate, 

Mr. CLAY said, we are in the midst of a revo- 
lution, which, although bloodless, yet we are rap- 
idly advancing to aconcentration of all the powers 
of Government.in the hands of one man. By the 
exercise of the powers assumed by the President 
of the United States in his letter to his Cabinet, 
the powers of Congress are paralyzed, except 
where they are in compliance with his own will. 
These powers he had exercised in repeated in- 
stances, by withholding his signature from bills 
involving no constitutional questions, which had 
been passed by both Houses, and even where 
that had been done by the most unusual unanim- 
ity. The power of the Senate, which was in- 
tended by the Constitution as a most salutary 
control over the President, had become an idle 
ceremony. How often (said Mr. C.) have we 
felt the injustice of the power of removal. How 
often have we said among ourselves that the office 
could not remain vacant, but must be filled by 
some one. The powers of the judiciary, too, had 
not escaped the prevailing rage for innovation— 


i 
1 


our relations with the Indians their rights had 
been violated, and the privileges of the aborigines 
of our soil had been trampled in the dust. Our 
public domain, the richest that ever fell to the lot 


of any nation on earth, had been threatened with | 


sacrifice. Our currency had been menaced with 
disorder and confusion. The American system, 
at the last session of Congress, had only been 
snatched from destraction, and now we have been 
coolly told, by the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
a tariff only for the protection of our industry 
was tobe abandoned. If the progress of innova- 
tion should continue unarrested to the year 1837, 
we shall, in a little term of years, less than that 
employed in the achievement of our independence, 
have changed our Government. He did not desire 
to give an undue coloring to the melancholy pic- 


i ture, for melancholy it was, but he would implore 


the people of the country and the Senate calmly 
to view it and to apply the remedy which the 
emergency seemed to require. It was not the 
least unpleasant symptom prevailing abroad that 
good men of all parties were giving themselves up 
to despondency. Feelings of distrust and want 
of confidence were prevailing; he hoped, however, 
that spirits and confidence would revive. There 
was room for patriotic vigor, none for despair. If 
our ancestors had yielded to despair we would 
never have attained that liberty which we are 
now enjoying. It was in the memorable years 
1776-°77 that our country was covered with dark- 


‘ness; it was a most remarkable epoch, and re- 


markably similar to the present time. He would 
observe, that this day fifty-seven years ago, a 
man who was most truly called the lather of his 


i Country, had achieved a most glorious victory— 


a striking coincidence; but he had gone; and let 
us hope that the superintending Power which con- 
tributed to that result will interpose some happy 
deliverance from the dangers with which our 
country seems threatened. When (said Mr. C.) 
we assembled here this time last year, the most 
dreadful forebodings had entered the public mind. 


j On one side civil war appeared to be impending, 


and on the other we seemed threatened with the 
immediate destruction of our most cherished policy. 
Congress proved able to avert these calamities, 
and he would be wofully disappointed if. those 
who then differed from us and were mistaken in 
their views, shall not now be found among the 
foremost in arresting the progress of Executive 
encroachment. Up to the period of the termina- 


tion of the last session of Congress the power of | 
| Congress over the Treasury of the country had 


never been contested. 
Among the earliest acts of Congress, in Septem- 
ber, 1780, was one passed to guard the public 


| Treasury. Fle begged leave to call the attention of 


the Senate for a moment to some of its provisions. 
It was ‘* An act to establish the Treasury Depart- 


| ment,” and was altogether unlike any of the acts 


placing the other Departments under the Executive 
direction. [Here Mr. C. read extracts at length 
from the law.] Prior to the establishment of the 
present Bank of the United States there was no 
‘Treasury designated by law for keeping the money 
of the United States, for the clause in the present 
bank charter was not in the charter of the old 
bank. The Treasury of the United States he 
took to be that place where the moneys of the 


| people were kept—the buildings erected for that 
| purpose was the Treasury. By designating the 


Bank of the United States and its branches as the 
depository of the public moneys, Congress had 
made the bank and its branches, for the time-being, 
the Treasury of the United States. Sir, said he, 
the safety of this treasure or the public deposites 
in that institution, was drawn in question for the 
first time by the President of the United States. 
Prior to the last session the President appointed 
an agent to scrutinize and examine into the affairs 


of the Bank of the United States. That agent. 


diligently and faithfully performed his duty, and 


; reported that the treasure of the country was per- 


fectly safe in its guardianship. But the President 
was not yet satisfied, and threw cut opinions in 
his next message which induced the appointment 
of a committee, who made a most diligent and 
laborious investigation, and reported, as the result, 
that the moneys were safe, and the report was 
followed by a resolution ef Congress to that effect. 


the sanctity of treaties had been disregarded. In |i 


After all this, who could have supposed that a 


| had been done! 


| such a thing,) what would he do? 


have dreamed that the Treasurer of the United 
States should have thrown away the key, over 
which Congress ‘and he alone had -the control, 
and selected some dozens of keys of treasuries, 
over which Congress had no control? Yet.all this 
If we could suppose that the 
Chief Magistrate desired to possess unlimited con- 
trol over the Treasury of the country, (hesuspect- 
ing no such thing cf the President, but supposing 
€ He would first 
throw out suspicions that the moneys of the coun- 
try were not safe, and finally sieze hold of them, 
and say they were not. safe there, but they are 
perfectly safe in my hands, And now all this 
having been done, it became the solemn duty of 
the Senate to inquire, 1st, by whose authority it 
had been done; and 2d, if the act was done in 
accordance with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. There was one thing, however, 
in which Mr. C. could agree with the President 


$ of the United States, and that was in regard to the 
| importance of this question. 


[Here Mr. C. read 
exjracts from the paper read by the President to 
the Cabinet.] In his view, Mr. C. said, the bank 
was as nothing compared with the principles in- 
volved. However faithfal it had been in the per- 
formance of its duties, (and he believed it had been 
perfectly so,) however successful it had been in 
regulating and establishing a sound currency, and - 


| in promptly meeting all its engagements, and 


intimately as the best interests of the country were 
blended with its prosperity, yét all these were of 
minor importance in comparison with the Execu- 
tive power assumed by the President in that paper. 
This assumption affects the very existence and 
control of the Government in its grasping at the 
public purse of the country. : 

Entertaining these views he should not, to-day, 
examine into the reasons of the President or Sec- 
retary for the removal of the deposites. For, if 
the Secretary was clothed with no power to do the 
act, no matter how urgent the necessity for it might 


seem, no reasons could justify the commission of ° 


an unconstitutional and an illegal act. The first 


| question, then, which presented itself was, by 


whose decision the removal had been made? And 
was there any man here, within reach of his voice, 
who required proof of that? It was a matter of 


| universal notoriety. Did any man doubt that it 


was done by the President of the United States? 
The President himself had furnished conclusive 
evidence of the fact. Although he had refused 
the Senate a copy of the paper, yet it had been 
given to the world, and Mr. C. hoped that Sen- 
ators would avail themselves of all it contained, and 
he believed it would be conclusive. That was a 
paper of a most extraordinary character. The 
Constitution of the United States admits that calls 
may be made upon the heads of Departments in . 
writing; but the President, not satisfied with the 
power given to him in the Constitution, reads a 
paper to his Cabinet, with a view to indoctrinate 
them into his views and principles. It was the 
first time a paper had been read to the Cabinet and 
published to the world; it was a most unprece- 
dented proceeding. Those in power seemed 
inclined to hold their opponents in contempt; but 


| although disregarding them, yet they seemed dis- 
| posed to retreat behind the influence of precedent 
| when it was sufficient toavailthem. Buthe would 


inquire again, who had transferred the public 
deposites of the.country from the place where 
Congress declared they should be kept to places 
where Congress as especially declared they should 
not be kept? And here he would tell gentlemen 


; that he was not to be amused with a reply that it , 


was by an order signed R. B. Taney. He did not 
look to the hangman as accountable for the inflic- 
tion of death, but to the tribunal sanctioning it; 
not to who removed the deposites, but by whose 
order, by whose command, it had been done. 
After reading the following extract from the 


| paper read by the President to his Cabinet: 


‘In theremarks he has made on this all-import- 
‘ant question, he trusts the Secretary of the 
‘ Treasury. wilt see only the frank and ‘respectful 
‘ declarations of the opinions which the President 
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‘has formed on a measure of great national in- 
‘terest, deeply affecting the character and useful- 
‘ness of his Administration; and not a spirit of 
‘ dictation, which the President would be as careful 
‘to avoid as ready to resist. Happy will he be if 
‘the facts now disclosed produce uniformity of 
“opinion and unity of action among the members 
‘ of the Administration ”— 

Mr. C. said: Sir, how kind, how genial, how 
gracioug, must these expressions have sounded in 
the ears of the Secretary of the Treasury. It re- 
minded him of a historical anecdote of Oliver 
Cromwéll. While that remarkable man was con- 
tending for the mastery of Great Britain he be- 
sieged a Catholic town. The place made a stout 
resistance, but in the end being likely to be taken, 
the Catholics proposed terms of capitulation, stip- 
ulating for the toleration of their religion. The 
paper containing the terms was brought to Oliver, 
who exclaimed, ‘‘ Granted, certainly; butif any of 
the Catholics shall be found attending mass they 

“shall be hanged.” Thus the Secretary is told very 
mildly by the President that he has not the slight- 
est wish to dictate—nothing is further from his 
wishes; but what does he say in the sequel? ‘*‘If 
you do not obey my orders, why you go out of 
office.” And what then follows? This docu- 
ment, which Mr. C. considered imperative upon 
the Secretary, is dated 18:h September. He read 
from the official paper of the Government of the 
20th September: 

‘ We are authorized to state that the deposites 
‘of the public money will be changed from the 
* Bank of the United States to the State banks as 
tsoon as necessary arrangements can be made for 
‘that purpose, and that itis believed they can be 
‘completed in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, 
‘and Boston, in time to make the change by the 
‘first of October, and perhaps sooner, if circum- 
“stances should render an earlier action necessary 
ton the part of the Government.” 

We find, then, said Mr. C., that the measure 
was determined on on the 18th September, to 
take place on the first of October. Mr, Duane is 
dismissed on the 23d, and between the 23d and 
Bth Mr. Taney signs the order which goes forth 
for the removal of the deposites. On this point 
the evidence is conclusive in the President’s let- 
ter to that gentleman, dated 23d, which concludes 
by saying, that ‘your further services as Secre- 
tary of the Treasury are no longer required.” 
Now, such is the testimony on one side of this 
question to prove that the removal of the depos- 
ites was determined en by the President against 
the will of the Secretary, and while he was stiil in 
office; and although Mr. Taney signed the order 
on the 26th, it was issued in conformity with the 
previous determination of the President. Mr. C. 
said he would now call the attention of the Senate 
to the testimony of the other party. He would 
not read the whole of Mr. Duane’s address, but it 
concluded as follows: 

“Thus I was thrust into office} thus was I 
‘thrust from office; not because I had neglected | 
‘any duty; not because I had differed with the 
‘President on any other point of public policy; 
‘not because I had differed with him about the 
‘t Bank of the United States, but because I re- | 
‘fused, without further inquiry or action by Con- 
“gress, to remove the deposites.”” ` 

Can testimony be more complete to establish 
the proposition that these deposites were removed 
by the authority of the President, and that it is 
his act alone? Is it possible, from a review of the 
testimony on both sides, that any man can doubt 
it was done in accordance with his commands? 
And now, having seen that the removal was by 
command of the President, let us inquire next 
whether the authority assumed is in conformity 
with the Constitution of the United States. He 
would not inquire into the reasons given for this 
act, except so far as they set up an authority for 
the exercise of this power. If he possesses no 
power it is useless to look for the exercise ofa 
power which he does not possess. What power, 
then, has the President over the Treasury? Is it | 
in the bank charter? Let us advert to it. That 
part of it relating to the deposites declares—— 

«That the deposites of the money of the United | 
‘States in places which the said bank and branches | 
‘thereof may be established, shall be made in | 


‘said bank or branches thereof, unless the Secre- 


‘tary of the Treasury shall at any time otherwise 


‘order and direct; in which case the Secretary of | 


‘the Treasury shall immediately lay before Con- 
t gress, if in session, and, if not, immediately after 
‘the commencement of the next session, the rea- 
‘sons of such order or direction.” 

This clause is in strict consonance with the char- 
acter of the Treasury Department, as organized 
in the year "89. The Secretary is by that act re- 
quired to make annual reports on the state of the 
finances, as the agent of Congress. And if he un- 
dertakes to remove the Government deposites from 
the place designated by law as the depository, he 
is to report his reasons. To whom? Why to 
Congress, By the charter of the bank the Presi- 
dent is clothed with two powers in relation to it, 
the appointment of the Government directors, and 
the issuing of a scire facias, when he shall believe 
the charter has been violated. These are the only 
powers given him; all others are denied him, and 
are delegated to others. The weekly statements 


| of the bank are to be made to the Secretary of the 


Treasury, and whe anything further shall be ne- 
cessary, the appointment of a committee of inves- 
tigation by Congress is authorized. The powers 
of the President are restricted to the appointment 
of the Government directors and the issuing of 
the scire facias. Has the President, then, any 
powers overthe Treasury given him by the Consti- 
tion of the United States? None. The Consti- 
tution is express, that no money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury except by authority of appro- 
priations made by law. But the President says, 
“upon him has been devolved, by the Constitu- 
‘tion and the suffrages of the American people, 
‘the duty of superintending the operation of the 
s executive departments of the Government, and 
< seeing that the laws are faithfully executed.” 

In another part of this same paper the President 
refers to the suffrages of the American people in 
approbation of his opinions. Mr. C. thought 
differently from him on that point. When the 
American people reéiected him they thereby ex- 
pressed no approbation of all his opinions. It 
could not be that the State of Pennsylvania, so 
appropriately termed the key-stone of the Federal 
arch, intended to reverse their own opinions so 
repeatedly expressed through their representatives 
in favor of the bank and domestic industry. But 
the President says ‘the duty has devolved upon 
him to remove the deposites by the suffrages of 
the Americcn people.’ Why does he say that the 
suffrages of the American people devolved upon 
him the duty of superintending the interests of the 
American people? There is no color in the Con- 
stitution for that idea, The laws have established 
the several executive departments, and the heads 
of them are required to execute duties given them 
from time to time, under the direction of the Pres- 
ident. But there are many duties to be performed 
by these officers over which the President has no 
control and no right to interfere with. This was 
no new case. Thirty-two years ago the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in deciding a case— 
“ Barbary and Madison”’—delivered these senti- 
ments: 

“ By the Constitution of the United States the 
t President is invested with certain important polit- 
‘ical powers, in the exercise of which he isto use 
‘his own discretion, and is accountable only to his 
‘countryin his political character, and to his own 
‘conscience. To aid him in the performance of 
‘these duties he is authorized to appoint certain 
‘ officers,who act by his authority, and in conform- 
‘ity with his orders. In such cases their acts 
‘are his acts; and whatever opinion may be enter- 
‘tained of the manner in which Executive discre- 
< tion may be used, still there exists, and can exist, 


| t no power to control that discretion. The subjects 


‘are political. They respect the nation, not indi- 
‘ vidual rights, and being“intrusted to the Execu- 
‘tive, the decision of the Executive Is conclusive. 
‘The application of this remark would be per- 
‘ceived by adverting to the act of Congress fot 
‘establishing the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
‘This officer, as his duties were prescribed by 
« that act, is to conform precisely to the will of the 
‘President. He is the mere organ by whom that 
‘will is communicated. The acts of such an offi- 
“cer, as an officer, can never be examinable by the 
© courts. 

“ But when the Legislature proceeds to impose 


‘on that officer other duties; when he is directed 
‘ peremptorily. to poe certain. acts; (that is, 
‘ when he is not placed under. the direction of the 
‘President;) when the rights of individuals are 
t dependent on the performance of those-acts, he 
‘is so far the officer of the law; is amenable to. the 
t laws for his conduct, and cannot, at his discretion,- 
t sport away the vested rights of others. io 

t“ The conclusion from this reasoning is, that 
‘ where the heads of Departmenta are the political 
‘ or confidential agents of the Executive, merely to 
‘ execute the will of the President, or rather to act 
tin cases in which the Executive possesses-a con- 
‘ stitutional or legal discretion, nothing can be 
‘ more perfectly clear than that their acts are only. 
‘ politically examinable. But where a specific duty 
‘is assigned by law, and individual rights depend 
‘upon the performance of that duty, it seems 
‘ equally clear that the individual who considers 
‘himself injured has a right to resort to the laws 
‘of his country for a remedy.” 

Although the President is mistaken in saying 
that the Constitution devolves upon the President 
the duty of superintending the Departments, yet 
he has recited one clause in that instrument in 
which he is right. It is that making it his duty 
to see that the laws are faithfully executed, and 
under this provision the most enormous preten- 
sions are set up for the President. 

It has been contended that if a law shall pass 
which the President does not conceive to. be in 
i conformity ‘with the Constitution, he is not bound 
to exectite it; and if a treaty shall have been made 
which, in his opinion, has been unconstitutional 
in its stipulaticns, he is not bound to enforce them. 


|| And it necessarily follows, that if the courts of 


justice shall give a decision which he shallin like 
manner deem repugnant to the Constitution, he is 
not expected or bound to execute that law. Sir, 
let us look a little into this principle, and trace it 
out into some of its consequences. 

One of the most important acts performed at the 

epartments is to settle those very large accounta 

which individuals have with the Government; ac- 
counts amounting to millions of dollars; to settle 
them, an Auditor and a Comptroller have been ap- 
pointed by law, whose official acts may affect, to 
the extent of hundreds of thousands of dollars, the 
property of individual contractors. If the preten- 
sions of the President are well founded his power | 
i goes further than he has exerted it. He may go 
into the office of the Auditor, or the office of the 
Comptroller, and may say to him: Sir, Mr. A. B. 
has an account under settlement in this office, one 
item of which, objected to by you, I consider to 
be in accordance with the Constitution; pass that 
account and send it to the Auditor; and he may 
then go to the Auditor and hold similar language. 
If the clause of the Constitution is to beexpounded, 
as is contended for, it amounts to a complete ab- 
sorption of all the powers of Government in the 
person of the Executive. Sir, whena doctrine like 
this shall be admitted as orthodox, when it shall 
be acquiesced in by the people of this country, our 
Government will have become a simpLe machine 
enough. ‘The will of the President will be the 
whole of it. There will be but one bed, and that 
will be the bed of Procrustes; but one will, the 
will of the President. All the Departments, and 
all subordinate functionaries of Government, great 
or small, must submit to that will; and if they do 
not, then the President will have failed to ‘* see 
that the laws are faithfully executed.” 

Sir, such an extravagant and enormous preten- 
sion as this must be set alongside of its exploded 
compeer, the pretension that Congress has the 
power of passing any aad all laws which it may 
suppose conducive to **the general welfare, ” 

Let me, in a few words, present to the Senate 
what are my own views as to the structure of 
this Government. I hold that no powers can 
legitimately be exercised under it but such as are 
expressly delegated, and those which are necessary 
to carry these into effect. Sir, the Executive 
power, as existing in this Government, is not to 
be traced to the notions of Montesquieu, or of any 
other writer of that class, in the abstract nature 
of the Executive power. Neither is the legisla~ 
tive nor the judicial power to be decided by any 
such reference. These several powers with us, 
whatever they may be elsewhere, are just what the 
Constitution has made them, and nothing more. 
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And ás to the general clauses in which reference is || 
made to either, they are to be controlled and inter- 
preted by those where these several powers are 
specially ‘delegated, otherwise the Executive will 
-become'a great vortex that must end in swallow- 
ing all:the test. Nor will the judicial power be 
any longer restrained by the restraining clauses in | 
‘the Constitution which relate to its exercise. 
‘What, then, it will be asked, does this clause, that 
the President'shall see that the laws are faithfully 
executed, mean? Sir, it means nothing more nor 
less:than this, that, if resistance is made to the | 
laws he shall take care that resistance shall cease. 
Congress; by the Ist article of the 8th section: of 
the Constitution, is required to provide for calling 
out the militia to execute the laws in case of a re- 
sistance. Sir, it might as well be contended, under 
that clause, that Congress have the power of de- 
termining what are, and what are not, the laws of 
the land. .Congress has the power of calling out 
the militia; well, sir, what is the President, by the 
Constitution? He is commander of the Army and 
Navy ofthe United States, and of the militia when 
called out into actual service. When, then, we |! 
are here told that he is clothed with the whole 
physical power of the nation, and when we are 
afterwards told that he must take care that the 
laws are faithfully executed, is it possible that | 
any man can be so lost to the love of liberty as 
not to admit that this goes no further than to re- 
move any resistance which may be made to the 
execution of the laws? We have established a 
system in which power has been carefully divided 
among different departments of the Government. 
And we have been told a thousand times that this 
division is indispensable as a safeguard to civil 
liberty. We have designated the departments, 
and have established in each, officers to exercise 
the power belonging to each. The President, itis 
true, presides over the whole; his eye surveys the 
whole extent of the system in all its movements. 
But has he the power to enter into the courts, for | 
example, and tell them whatis to be done? Or may 
he come here and tell us the same? Or when we 
have made a law can he withhold the power ne- 
cessary:to its practical effect? He-moves, it is 
true, in a high, a glorious sphere. It is his to | 
watch over the whole with a paternal eye; and |; 
when any one wheel of the vast. machine is for a 
_ time interrupted by the occurrence of invasion or 
rebellion, it is his care to propel its movements, 
and to furnish it with the requisite means of per- 
forming its appropriate duty in its own place. 

“That this tg the true interpretation of the con- 
gtitutional clause to which I have alluded is in- 
ferred from the total silence of all contemporane- 
ous expositions of that instrument on the subject. 
I bave myself, (and when it was not in my power 
personally, have caused others to aid me,) made 
researches. into the numbers of the Federalist, the 
debates. in the Virginia Convention, and in the 
Conventions in other States, as well as all other | 
sources of information to which I could obtain ac- 
cess, and I have not, in a solitary instance, found 
the slightest color for the claims set up in these 
most extraordinary times for the President, that 
he has authority to afford or withhold at pleasure | 
the means of enforcing the laws, and to superin- 
tend-and control an oflicer charged with.a specific 
duty made by the law exclusively his. But, sir, 
I have found some authorities which strongly mil- 
itate against any such claim. If the doctrine be | 
indeed true, then it is most evident that there is 
no longer any control over our affairs than that 
exerted by the President. If it be true that when 
a duty is by law specifically assigned to a particu- 
lar officer, the President may go into his office and 
control him in the manner of performing it, then 
is it most manifest that all barriers for the safety of 
the Treasury are gone. Sir, itis that union of the 
purse and the sword, in the hand of one man, which 
constitutes the best definition of tyranny which Í 
our language can give. 

The charter of the Bank of the United States 
requires that the public deposites. be made in its 
vaults. It also gives the Secretary of the Treas- i 
ury power to remove them. And why? The Sec- 
retary is at the head of the finances of the Gov- 
ernment, Weekly reports are made by the bank 
to him. He is to report to Congress annually; | 
and to either House whenever he shall be called 


upon. Heis the sentinel-of Congress—the agent 


of Congress—the representative of Congress. He 


has been created by Congress.. Congress has pre- | 
scribed and has defined his duties. He is required 
to report to them, not to the President. He is | 


put there by us as our representative; he is re- 


quired to remove the deposites when they shall be | 


in danger, and we not in ‘session; but when he 


dees this, he is required to report to Congress the | 


fact, with his reasons for it. Now, sir, if, when 
an officer of Government is thus specifically as- 
signed his duty, if he is to report his official acts 


on his responsibility to Congress, if, in a case | 


where no power whatever is given to the President, 
the President may go and say to that officer, ** Go 
and do as I bid you, or you shall be removed from 
ofice,” let me ask you whether the danger ap- 
prehended by that eloquent man has not already 
been realized? ? ; 
But, sir, let me suppose that I am mistaken in 
my construction of the Constitution; and let me 


suppose that the President has, as is contended, | 
power to see every particular law carried into į 


effect; what, then, was it his duty to doin the 
present case, under the clause thus interpreted ? 
‘Phelaw authorized the Secretary of the Treasury 
to remove the deposites on his responsibility to 
Congress. Now, if the President has power to 
see this, like other laws, faithfully executed, then 


| surely the law exacted of him that he should see 
that the Secretary was allowed to exercise his 


free, unbiased, uncontrolled judgment in removing 
or not removing them. That was the execution 
of the law. Congress had not said that the Secre- 
tary of War, or the Secretary of State, might re- 
move the public deposites from the Treasury. 
The President had no right to go to the Secretary 


of War and ask him what the Secretary of the | 


Treasury ought to do. He might as well have 
consulted the Secretary of the Treasury about a 
contemplated movement of the Army as to ask 
the Secretary of War about the disposition of the 


public moneys. It was not to the President and | 


all his Secretaries combined that the power was 
given to alter the disposition of the deposites in 


the bank. -It was to the Secretary alone, exclusive | 


of the President and all the other officers of Gov- 
ernment. And according to gentlemen’s own 
showing, by their construction of ‘the clause, the 


i Secretary ought to have been left to his own un- 


biased determination, uncontrolled by the Presi- 
dent or anybody else. : 
[I would thank the Secretary of the Senate to 
get me the sedition law. It is not very certain 
how soon we may be called to act upon it.] 
Now, sir, said Mr. C., let us trace some of the 
other sources of the exercise of this power, or 
motives for it, or by whatever other name they are 
to be called.. He says to Mr. Duane, ‘the Pres- 
‘ident repeats that he begs the Cabinet to consider 
‘the proposed measure as his own, in the support 
‘of which he shall require no one of them to make 
‘a sacrifice of opinion or principle. Its responsi- 


| ‘bility has been assumed after the most mature 


‘deliberation and reflection, as riecessary to pre- 


; ‘serve the morals of the people, the freedom of the į 


‘press, and the purity of the elective franchise.” 
The morals of the people! What part of the Con- 
stitution has given to the President any power over 
“the morals of the people??? None. it doesnot 
give such power even over religion, the presiding 


|| and genial influence over every true system of 


morals. No, sir; it gives him no such power. 
And what is the next step? To-day he claims 
a power as necessary to the morals of the people; 


| to-morrow he will claim another, as still more in- 
dispensable to our religion. And the President 


might in this case as well have said that he went 


into the office of the Secretary of the Treasury | 


and controlled his free exercise of his authority as 
Secretary, because it was necessary to preserve 
“the religion of the pedple!? I ask for the au- 
thority. Will any one of those gentlemen here, 
who consider themselves the vindicators of the 
Ezecutive, point me to any clause of the Consti- 
tution which gives to the present President of the 
United States any power to preserve “ the morals 
of the people ?? ; 

But the ‘‘freedom of the press,” it seems, was 
another motive. Sir, I am not surprised that the 
present Secretary of the Treasury should feel a 


| desire to revive this power over the press.. He, l- 


think, was a member of that party which passed 


i ment, then such person being 


the sedition law under precisely the same pretext, 
I recollect it was said, that this bank, this monster 
of tyranny, was taking into its pay a countless 
number of papers, and by this means was destroy- 
ing the fair fame of the President and his Secre- 
tary, and allthat sort of thing. Sir, it is some- 
times useful to refer back to these old things— 


ito the notions and the motives which induced 


men in former times to do certain acts which may 
not be altogether unlike some others in our own 
time. 

The famous sedition act was passed, sir, in 
1798; and it contained, among others, the follow- 
ing provision: i . 

Sec. 2. “ That if any person shall write, print, 


‘utter, or publish, or shall cause or procure to be 


written, printed, uttered, or published, or shall, 
knowingly and willingly, assist or aid in writing, 
printing, uttering, or publishing any false, scan- 
dalous, and malicious writing or writings against 
the Government of the United States, or either 
House of the Congress of the United States, or” 
the President of the United States, with intent to 
defame the said Government, or either House of 
the said Congress, or the said President, or to 
bring them, or either of them into contempt or 
disrepute; or to excite against them, or either or 
any of them, the hatred of the good people of the 
United States, or to stir up sedition within the Uni- 
ted States; or to excite any unlawful combinations 
therein, for opposing or resisting any law of the 
United States, or any act of the President of the 
United States, done in pursuance of any such law, 
or of the powers in him vésted by the Constitution 
of the United States; or to resist, oppose, or de- 
feat any such law or act; or to aid, encourage, or 
abet, any hostile designs of any foreign nation 
against the United States, their people, or Govern- 
thereof convicted 
before any court of the United States having juris- 
diction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprison- 
ment not exceeding two years.’” 2 

We have now, sir, in the reasons for the re- 
moval of the Government deposites, the same mo- 
tives avowed and acted upon. The abuse of the 
Government, bringing it into disrepute, using con- 
temptuous language to persons high in authority, 
constituted the motives for passing the sedition 
law; and what have we now but a repetition of the 
same complaints of abuses, disrespect, &c. As 
it is now, so it was then: for, says the next sec- 
tion of the same sedition act, ‘‘ That if any person 
shall be prosecuted under this act for the writing 


| or publishing any libel aforesaid, it shall be law- 


ful for the defendant upon the trial of the cause, 
to give in evidence, in his defense, the truth of 
the matter contained in the publication charged as 
a libel. And the jury who shall try the cause 
shall have a right to determine the law and the 
fact, under the direction of the court, as in other 
cases.” 

It is only for the sake of the truth said they who 
favored the passage of the law—for the sake of 


j justice, as it is now said, that it was necessary to 


remove the deposites in order to preserve the purity 
of the press. That’s all, sir. But there is one 
part of this assumption of power by the President 
much more tyrannical than that act. Under that 
law the offending party was to havé a trial by jury, 
the benefit of witnesses, and of counsel, and the 
right to have the truth of his alleged libels exam- 
ined. But what is the case now under consider- 
ation? Why, sir, the President takes the whole 
matter into hts own hands; he is at once the judge, 


| the jury, and the executioner of the sentence, and 


utterly deprives the accused party of the oppor- 
tunity of showing that the imputed libel is no libel 
at all, but founded in the clearest truth. oe 
But “ the purity of the elective franchise,” also, 
the President has very much at heart. And here 
again I ask, what part of the Constitution gives 
him any power over that ‘ franchise??? Look, 
sir, at the nature of theexercise of this power. If 
it was really necessary that steps should bè taken 
to preserve the purity of the press or the freedom 
of elections, what ought the President to have 
done? Taken the matter into his own hands? 
No, sir; it was his duty to recommend to Congress 


| the passage of laws for the purpose, under suitable 
 sanctions—laws which the courts of the. United 


States could execute. We could not have been 


1833. 
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worse off under such laws (however exceptionable 
they might be) than weare now. Wecould then, 
sir, have reviewed the laws, and seen whether 
Congress or the President had properly any power 
over this matter, or whether the article of the Con- 
stitution which forbids that the press shall be 
touched, and declares that religion shall be sacred 
from all the powers-of legislation, applied in the 
case or not. This the President has undertaken 
to do of himself, without the shadow of authority, 
either in the Constitution or the laws. . 

Suppose, sir, that this contumacious institution, 
which committed the great sin in 1829 of not ap- 
pointing a new president toa certain one of its 
branches-—suppose that the bank should go on and 


vindicate itself against the calumnies poured out- 


upon it—that it should continue to stand upon its 


defence, how inefficient will have been the exercise | 


of power by the President! How inadequate to 
the end he had in view of preserving the press 
from being made use of to defend thebank! Why, 
sir, ift we had had. the power, and the President 
had come to us, we could have laid Mr. Nicholas 
Biddle by the heels if he should have undertaken 
to publish another report of General Smitu or Mr. 
McDurris, or another speech of the eloquent gen- 
tleman near me, [Mr. Wessrer,] or any other 
such libels tending to bring the President or his 
administration into disrepute. But the President 
of the United States, who thought he had the bank 
in his power, who thought he could stop it, who 
was induced to believe, by that ‘ influence behind 
the throne greater than itself,” that he could break 
down the bank at a word, has only shown his 
want of power over the press by his attempt to 
exercise it in the manner he has done.- The bank 
has avowed and openly declared its purpose to de- 
fend itself on all suitable occasions. And, what is 
still more provoking, instead of being a bankrupt, 


as was expected, with its doors closed, and its | 


vaults inaccessible, it has now, it seems, got more 
money than it knows what to do with; and this 
greatest of misers and hoarders cruelly refuses to 


let out a dollar of its ten millions of specie to | 


relieve the sufferings of the banks to which the 
Government deposites have been transferred. 

Sir, the President of the United States has noth- 
ing to do with the morals of thecommunity. No, 
sir; for the preservation of our morals we are 
responsible to God, and I trust that that responsi- 
bility will ever remain to Him and his mercy alone, 
Neither had the President anything to do with 
the freedom of the press. The power over it is 
denied even to Congress by the people. It was 
said by one of those few able men and bright 
luminaries whom Providence has yet spared to us, 
in answer to complaints by a foreign minister, 
against the freedom with which the American press 
treated certain French functionaries, that the press 
was one of those concerns which admitted of no 
regulation by the Government; that its abuses 
must be tolerated lest its freedom should be 
abridged. Such, sir, is the freedom of the press, 
as recognized by our Constitution, and so it has 
been respected ever since the repeal of the obnox- 
ious act which ] have already quoted, until the 
detestable principles of that law have been reas- 
serted by the President in his assumption of a 
power in nowise belonging to his office, of pre- 
serving the purity of the press. 

Such, sir, are the powers on which the Presi- 
dent relies to justify his seizure of the Treasury of 
the United States. I haveexamined them one by 
one, and they all fail, utterly fail, to bear out the 
act. We are irresistibly brought to the conclu- 
sion that the removal of the public money from 
the Bank of the United States has been effected by 
the displacement from the head of the Treasury 
Department of one who would not remove them, 
and putting in his stead another person who would; 
and, secondly, that the President has no color of 
authority in the Constitution or the laws for the 
act which he has undertaken to perform. 

Let us now, said Mr. C., fora few moments 
examine the consequences which may ensue from 
the exercise of this enormous power. If the Presi- 
dent has authority in a case in which the law has 
assigned.a specific duty exclusively to a designated 
officer to control the exercise of his discretion by 
that officer, he has a right to interfere in every 
other case, and remove every one from office who 
hesitates to do his bidding against his judgment 


i 


i 


t 


‘of his own duty. This, surely, is a logical deduc- 


tion not- to be resisted. Well, then, how stands 
the matter? Recapitulating the provisions of the 
law prescribing how money should be drawn from 
the Treasury, and the deduction above stated, 
what, asked Mr. Cuay, is to prevent the President 
from going to the Comptroller, and, if he will not 
countersign a warrant which he has found an 
accommodating Secretary to sign, turning him out 
for another; then going to the Register, and doing 
he same; and then to the Treasurer, and com- 
manding him to pay over the money expressed in 
the warrant, or subject himself to expulsion? 
Where is the security against such conduct on 
the part of the President? Where the boundary 
to this tremendous authority which he has under- 
taken to exercise? Sir, every barrier around the 
Treasury is broken down. From the moment that 
the President said, “I make this measure my 
-own—I take upon myself the responsibility,” from 
that moment the public Treasury might as well 
have been at the Hermitage as at this place. Sir, 
the measure adopted by the President is without 
precedent—in our day at least. There is, indeed, 
a precedent on record, but you must go down to 
the Christian era for it. It will be recollected by 
those who are conversant with ancient history, 
that after Pompey was compelled to retire to 
Brundusium, Cæsar, who had been anxious to 
give him battle, returned to. Rome, ‘‘ having re- 


| duced Italy (says the historian’) in sixty days— 


[the exact period, sir, between the removal of the 
deposites and the meeting of Congress, without 
theusual allowance of three days’ grace|—in sixty 
days, without bloodshed.” The histerian goes 
on: “Finding the city in a more settled condition 
than he expected, and many Senators there, he 
addressed them in a mild and gracious manner, 
{as the President did the late Secretary of the 
‘Treasury,] and desired them to send deputies to 


Pompey, with an offer of honorable terms of | 


peace, &c. As Metellus, the Tribune, opposed his 
taking money out of the public treasury, and cited 
some laws against it—[such, sir, I suppose, as I 
‘have endeavored to cite on this occasion]—Czsar 
said, ‘ Arms and laws do not flourish together. 
If you are not pleased at what I am about, you 
have only to withdraw. [Leave the office, Mr. 
Duane!] War, indeed, will not tolerate much 
liberty of speech. When I say this I am renoun- 
cing my own right, for you and all those whom I 
have found exciting a spirit of faction against me, 
are at my disposal.’ Having said this, he ap- 
proached the doors of the Treasury, and as the 
keys were not produced, he sent for workmen to 
break them open. Metellus again opposed him, 


and gained credit with some for his firmness; but |! 


Cesar, with an elevated voice, threatened to put 
him to death if he gave him any further trouble. 


| € And you know very well, young man,’ said he, 


‘that this is harder for me to say than to do.’ Me- 
tellus, terrified by the menace, retired; and Cesar 
was, afterwards, easily and readily supplied with 
everything necessary forthe war.” — 

And where now, sir, isthe public Treasury! 
Who can tell?. Itis certainly without a local hab- 
itation, if it be not without a name. And where 


is the money of the people of the United States? |! 


Floating about in Treasury drafts on checks to the 
amount of millions, placed in the hands of totter- 
ing banks to enable them to pay their own debts, 
instead of being appropriated to the service of the 
people. These checks are scattered to the winds 
by the Treasurer of the United States, who is re- 
quired by law to let out money from the Treasury, 


on warrants signed by the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury, countersigned, registered, &c., and not oiher- || 


wise. 


he quoted, between the Treasurer and the officers 
of the bank, complaining of these checks drawn 
without proper notice, &c., in which the Treasurer 
says they were only issued to be used in certain 
contingencies, &c. Thus, sir, said Mr. C., the 
people’s money is put into a bank here, and a 
bank there, in regard to the solvency of which 
we know nothing, and it is placed there to beused 
in the event of certain contingencies—contingen- 
cies of which neither the Treasurer nor the Secre- 
tary have yet deigned to furnish us any account. 
Where was the oath of office of the Treasurer. 
when he ventured thus to sport with the people’s 


Mr. C. here referred to a correspondence, which 


i 


; money? Where was the Constitution which fòr- 
bids money to be drawn from the Treasury without 
appropriation by law? Where was the Treas- 
urer’s bond when he thus cast about the people’s 
money? Sir, said Mr. C;, his bond. is forfeited. 
Ido not pretend to any great knowledge of the 
law, but give mean intelligent and unpacked jury, 
and I will undertake to prove to them that he has 
forfeited the penalty.of his bond. ; > 

Mr. President, said Mr. C., the people of the 
United States are indebted to the President for the 
boldness of this movement; and as one among 
the humblest of them I profess my obligations to 
him. He has told the Senate, in his message re- 
| fusing an official copy of his Cabinet paper, that 
it has been published for the information of the 
people; as a part of the people the Senate, if not 
in their official character, have a right to its use. 
In that extraordinary paper he~has proclaimed 
that the measure is his own; and that he has taken 
| upon himself the responsibility of it. In plain 
j English, he has proclaimed an open, palpable, and 
| daring usurpation ! ; 
` For more than fifteen years, Mr. President, I 
have been struggling to avoid the present state of 
i things. ` I thought I perceived in some proceed- 
ings during the conduct of the Seminole war a 
spirit of defiance to the Constitution and to all 
law. With what sincerity and truth, with what 
; earnestness and devotion to civil liberty I have 
struggled, the Searcher of all human hearts best 
knows. With what fortune, the bleeding Consti- 
tution of my country now fatally attests. 

I have, nevertheless, persevered; and under 
every discouragement, during the short time that 
I expect to remain in the public councils, I will 
persevere, And if a bountiful Providence wotld 
allow an unworthy sinner to approach the throne 
of grace, 1 would beseech him as the greatest favor 
he could grant to me here below to spare me until 
I live to behold the people, rising in their majesty, 
with a peaceful and constitutional exercise of their 
power, to expel the Goths from Rome; to rescue 
the public Treasury from pillage; to preserve the 
Constitution of the United States; to uphold the 
Union against the danger of the concentration and 
consolidation of all power in the hands of the 
| Executive, and to sustain the liberties of the peo- 
ple of this country against the imminent perils to 
which they now stand exposed. 

At half past two o’clock Mr. CLAY gave way 
to a motion by Mr. EWING, that when the Sen- 
j ate adjourns, it will adjourn until Monday next. 

The VICE PRESIDENT observed that the 
motion would require the unanimous consent of 
the Senate, as the subject was not concluded. 

Mr. BENTON said he objected to the motion. 

Mr. EWING then moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the question till Monday next; 
which was carried—ayes 26, noes not counted. 

On motion of «Mr. EWING, the Senate then 
adjourned to that day. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 27, 1833. 


Mr. MASON, of Maine, appeared, was quali- 
| fied, and took his seat. : 
; After the presentation of petitions, 

On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of equalizing the com- 
pensation of the officers of the Army and Navy, 
and fixing the amount of compensation by law, 
' instead of allowances now made by the Depart- 
ment. [The committee was ordered to consist of 
five.] 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, ; 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting relief to the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Major Alexander Garden, deceased, 
and that their petition, with the accompanying 
documents, now on file in the office of the Clerk, 
be committed to that committee. 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


i! Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


oi making an appropriation to pay the salary and 
disbursements of Valentine Geisey, as late super- 
' intendent of the Cumberland road. 
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-On motion of Mr. FOSTER, : 
“Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing the name of Stephen Gatlin, of Green | 
county, State of Georgia, on the invalid pension 
roll, and: that the papers herewith submitted be 
referred to said committee. ; 

On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
‘and Post Roads'-be instructed to inquire into the 
‘expediency of establishing. a post route from 
Wanesborough, in Burke county, through Louis- 
ville and Sandersville, to Milledgeville. 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, i 

Resolved, That the report made to the Legisla- 
ture of the State of New York by the Committee 
on the Militia and the Public Defence, together 
with the resolutions passed by the said Legisla- 
ture at its last session on that subject, which have 

been officially transmitted to the representatives 
from the said State, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on thé Militia, - : 

Mr..CHILTON submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so extending the provisions of the act of 
Congress, passed 7th June, 1832, granting pen- 
sions to certain classes of troops therein named, 
ag to embrace in its provisions those who were 
engaged in the wars against the Indians subsequent 
to the close of the revolutionary war, and down 
to the treaty of Grenville, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise, 

Mr. WARD WELL suggested that the Commit- 
tee; on Revolutionary Pensions had no concern 
with services rendered subsequent to the Revolu- 


tion. . 

Mr. HARDIN would be glad, he said, if his 
colleague would bring the time down, to 1794, 
He had intended, before he left home, to bring this 
subject before Congress. The western lands were 
brought into market, and were settled in 1780, and 


from that period till the treaty of 1783, the settlers į 


were exposed to the hostilities both of the north- 
ern and southern Indians, After 1783, Great 
Britain retained tbe western military posts, and 
the hostilities continued without cessation till 1794. 
Innumerable battles, of a kind and character much 
more desperate and bloody than those fought on 
the sea-board from 1780 till 1794, were fought by 
these settlers with the Indians. Conflicts fre- 
quently took place of thirty on each side, in which 
not five men escaped with their lives. They fought, 
literally, for victory or death. These men re- 
ezived no compensation for their services at the 
time, nor had they received any pay, pension, or 


bounty since, and no men ever shed their blood | 


more freely. If ever men deserved to be pensioned, 
it was these. Many of them had asked him why 
they were not put on the pension list, and he had 
been able to give no reason for their exclusion. 
He hoped the proposition would be adopted—~and 
if he had presented it, he would have given it the 
form of an instruction instead of an inquiry. 


Mr. WARDWELL did not, he said, rise to | 


oppose the resolution, but again to suggest that it 
referred the inquiry to the wrong committee. It 
ought to go to the Committee on Military Pen- 
sions, or Military Affairs. The Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions had nothing to do with 
the services rendered in the late war. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, thought the sub- 
ject ought to be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. CHILTON modified the resolution so as 
to require its reference to a select committee, to be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be, &e. ` 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved an amendment, 
bringing the time down to 1794. The subject, he 
said,“was before Congress when the last pension 
l.w was passed, and was very favorably received, 
and he had no doubt the same Congress would 
have included these men in that law if the subject 
had been thoroughly examined and the facts pre- 
sented in a report. It was true that the war in 
the west did not close till after Wayne’s victory, 
and, for that reason, those who thus continued 
the war were as much worthy of the bounty of the 

’ Government as those who fought before 1783. 

Mr. CHILTON accepted the motion asa mod- 

ification of the resolution. 


more meritorious men than these had never been 
provided for by Congress; any one who reads 
their history would find that the perils which they 
encountered, and the sufferings which they en- 
dured, were unparalleled in our history. He had 
intended himself to bring. this subject before Con- 
gress, and he was gratified that it had come from 
another quarter. 

Mr. BURD, of Pennsylvania, proposed so to 
amend the resolution as to embrace all persons 
who, at any time during the Revolution, had been 
engaged in conflicts with the Indians. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said, 
that so far as this proposition went to pension the 
revolutionary soldiers, he was in favor of it; but 
so far as it continued the pension system after the 
period of the Revolution he was opposed to it. 
Something like this was offered in 1832, and re- 
jected after full consideration. The principle 
assumed by that Congress was, that revolutionary 
service was distinct from all other service in char- 
| acter. To pension all those who have been at any 
time engaged in military service was beyond the 
means and resources of thecountry. We had not 
yet fully extended the pension system to the 
soldiers of the Revolution—the militia were not 
placed on the same footing with those of the con- 
linental troops. Believing that the tendency of 
the resolution was not fully apprehended by the 
House, he moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. CHILTON (the motion being withdrawn) 
objected to the amendment moved by Mr. Burp 
| as out of order, and altering the phraseology of 
the whole resolution. 

' Mr. BURD withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. CHILTON remarked that he was not usu- 
ally very tenacious of his own phraseology. He 
remembered that in the retrenchment discussion 
his resolution on that subject underwent so totala 
change that the word ‘* Resolved’? was the only 
word left in it. 

At-the suggestion of a member he further modi- 
| fied the resolution so as to require the committee 
| to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. HARDIN would remark, he said, in reply 


| sion list would be too large for the revenue, that 
|i he was perfectly satisfied that the whole number 
lof persons added to the pension list by this prop- 
osition would not exceed two thousand. He had 
good reason to believe that not one man in ten was 
i alive of those who were embraced in the provisions 
proposed, and their number was every day dimin- 
| ishing. He did not propose, in any case, lo ex- 
tend the provision to the heirs. Very little of the 
| public money was expended beyond the mount- 
ains. Nearly the whole revenue was diffused 
east of the Alleghany. The receipts from the 
public lands amounted to three millions and a half, 
while not half a million was expended in the 
| West. 
|| public money could be equalized deserved the con- 
| sideration of the House. Hehoped his honorable 
|! friend from North Carolina. would withdraw his 


i 
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|! should report and the merits of the claims be laid 
ii before the House. 
i Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, said it was true 
l that the claims of those who fought the Indians 
|i after the revolutionary war were brought before 
jl the last Congress, and were very favorably re- 

ceived. Bat they were not passed or fully con- 
sidered. The war continued beyond the mountains 
after the peace of 1783. The signature of that 
treaty did not put astop to hostilities in the West, 
and he was at a loss to know why the gentleman 
from North Carolina should consider those who 
| continued to fight after the treaty were less entitled 
toa pension than those who fought before the 
treaty was concluded. 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, was opposed 
to this proposition for the same reason that he op- 

posed the law of 1832. By that law we taxed the 
li descendants of the soldiers of the Revolution, and 
ii. he believed that the best of them had died before 
‘| pensions were granted—for the benefit of their 
wealthy survivors. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky says there will be.but two thousand added 
to the pension list by this bill. He believed the 
number would exceed ten thousand. If we adopt- 
ed this proposition, we should not be troubled 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana, said, that a body of |; 


|: to the member from North Carolina, that the pen: | 


| petition heard. 
e i following amendment: 
Any system by which the distribution of |! 


l| opposition tó the measure until the committee |; 
| 


required the yeas and nays. . 
The yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
was taken, and decided in the negative. 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bean, James Blair, 
Cambreleng, Chinn, Claiborne, Clowney, Connor, 
Warren R. Davis, Day, Felder, Foster, William 
K. Faller, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Grayson, Grif- 
fin, Thomas H. Hall, Joseph M. Harper, Hub- 
bard, Jarvis, Noadiah Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Kavanagh, King, Lewis, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah 
Mann, Mardis, McDuffie, Mclntire, McKay, 
Mublenberz, Page, Pierce, Pinkney, Ramsay, 
Rencher, William B. Shepard, Smith, Speieht, 


: Francis Thomas, Turrill, Vance, Vanderpoel, Van 


Houten, Vinton, Williams—50. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, John Adams, 
Heman Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Wm. 
Allen, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Baylies, 
Beal, Beardsley, Beatty, Beaumont, John -Bell, 
James M. Bell, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burd, 
Burns, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, 
Choate, William Clark, Clay, Coulter, Cramer, 
Crane, Crockett, J. Davis, A. Davis, Deberry, 
Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Dickinson, 


| Duncan, Dunlap, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace 


Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Foot, Forester, Fowler, 
P.C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Grennell, H. Hall, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Har- 
rison, Hathaway, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hun- 
tington, Inge, William C. Johnson, Richard M. 


| Johnson, CaveJohnson, Benjamin Jones, Kinnard, 


Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Luke 
Lea, Leavitt, Love, Lyon, Jve! K. Mann, Mar- 
lindale, Marshall, McCarty, McComas, McKim, 
McLene, McVcan, Mercer, Miller, Henry Mitch- 
ell, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Murphy, Osgood, 
Parker, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, Pierson, Polk, 
Rope, Potts, Reed, Selden, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, W. Slade, C. Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stan- 
difer, Stewart, W. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, J. 
Thompson, Tompkins,T weedy, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Watmough, Wayne, Webster, Whal- 
lon, Edward D. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Wise, Young—137. ` 


The question then recurring on the resolution, 
Mr. BOULDIN rose and said that, as he had 


| voted with the majority, refusing to Igy the reso- 


lution on the table, whilst he fully accorded in 
the sentiments expressed by the honorable mem- 


| ber from North Carolina, [Mr. Wiixiams,] he felt 


it necessary to state that he was influenced in thus 


| voting by his coinciding in opinion with the 


member from Kentucky—that his constituents, 


| whatever might be the ultimate decision of the 


House on the subject, had a right to have their 
But he would now propose the 


Strike out all after “ inquire,” and insert ‘into 


i the moral and political effects of the pension laws 
i of the United States, and how far the same ought 


to be modified or repealed.” 

Mr. B. said he was induced to offer the forego- 
ing amendment, feeling satisfied that there could 
not be imagined a more corrupt and corrupting 
system to the morals of any country than had 
been created by the present pension system in 
this. He sought revision of it because it had no 


| other than the most painful effect upon the indus- 
| trious classes of the community, by inducing 
| them—instead of following the true course by 
| which wealth was to be acquired and the Treasury 
| of the country to be filled—to rather look up to that 
i Treasury as a never-failing spring, from whence 


their draughts wereto.be alwayssupplied. In sup- 


| port of ‘this view he asked members to consider 


the number of applicants who were daily seeking 
information as to the best manner in which they 
could prosecute their claims to be put on the list, 
and to further consider the species of evidence by 
which these claims were supported; in too many 
instances from recollection of facts occurring nearly 
lalf a century back. But if the House agreed 


i with him to raise the committee proposed, he 


thought they would be convinced, as he was, of 
its ruinous and demoralizing effect. If they were 
not, then, after full investigation, and a report 
presented to them, they would be better able to 
act on the subject, and decide as to the persons or 
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periods at which time, if at all, they would: have 
the present system extended. -> 

Mr. CHILTON considered that the proposed 
amendment had at least novelty to recommend it, | 
and if adopted, its effect would be to do what was 
sought to be done elsewhere, to involve the House 
by introducing into it a new principle of legisla- 
tion—an inquiry into principles of morality, &c. 
He denied that there was in the present pension 
system, as asserted by the honorable member, 
anything to warrant him in describing it in the 
terms he did, and after an eloquent and energetic 
eulogy upon the people of the West for their 
bravery in repeated battles with the Indians, and | 
for the untiring fortitude with which they endured 
their privations in the early settlement of that once 
desert but now flourishing country, he insisted || 
that even if there were, as alleged, some Tories, 
to get upon the list, or other persons by fraud, 
that was no reason why they were not entitled as ! 
well as the other patriots who enjoyed, in his | 
opinion, so deservedy the munificence bestowed | 
upon them by their country. He, upon this sub- | 
ject, felt warmly and deeply the debt due to the 
remnant of those by whose arms our liberties and 
present happiness were achieved, and instead of | 
rewarding them niggardly, he was rather disposed, | 
as he trusted the House would be, to apply to 
them the beautiful words of the poet Burns, who 
says: 


u ‘Were I as rich as day, 
I would be as generous as the sun.” 


Mr. C. concluded by an animated and length- | 
ened appeal to the magnanimity of the House in | 
support of his resolution. 

Mr. BOON called for the previous question; | 
but the House refused to sustain the call, after |; 
which | 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT remarked that it | 
was a bad practice for them to adopt, namely: on | 
leave given to have any subject introduced by | 
resolution that was likely to create debate; to 
avoid which, on such a case occurring again, he | 
would suggest the propriety of its being with- | 
drawn; and with a view to the despatch of the || 
ordinary business of the House, he would now 
move that the further consideration of the resolu- jj 
tion should be postponed until Tuesday next. | 
The motion was agreed to. - 

Mr. THOMAS moved that when the House 
adjourned, it should adjourn over until Monday. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Amos | 
W. Brown; which was regd a first and second 
time by its title, and, on motion, was committed 
to a Committee of the Whole Flouse, and made 
the order of the day for Monday next, and the bill |; 
and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported a bill to reduce and graduate the jj 
price of public lands; which was read twice, and, | 
with the report, ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on thestate of the 
Union. 

The House refused to suspend tht rule to en- 
able Mr. ASHLEY to submit a motion that 5,000 
extra copies of the report and bill should be 
printed, 

„The resolution heretofore submitted by Mr. 
HORACE EVERETT, and given in our paper, 
calling on the Secretary of War for information 
as to the appointment of Indian agents, was taken 
up, and agreed to. i 

Mr. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the: 
relief of John Moret. 

Mr. LEWIS reported a bill for the relief of 
George Elliott. 

Mr. MERCER reported a bill to authorize a | 
further subscription to the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company; which, with the report and j; 
resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania | 
accompanying the same, were ordered to be |! 
printed. ee. , 

Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill to establish an | 
additional land ofice in Missouri. $ 

Mr. LEAVITT, a bill granting an additional ; 
quantity of land for the satisfaction of revolution- 
ary land warrants. . i 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, a bill for the relief of J 
James L. Stokes. ji 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, a bill for the relief of ' 


| the legal representatives and heirs-at-law of John ` 


| ted to him, relative to a removal of the public 


| the session of 1831-’2, an act was passed, bya 


enlarged upon the principles and views briefly 


| ination, and the bank was aware that it was the || 


Taylor, deceased; and l 

Mr. McCARTY, a bill for the relief of John 
Wilstead. 

All which bills were severally read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, moved an adjourn- | 
ment, but withdrew his motion at the request of 
Mr. POLK. 

After which the House went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. FOOT 
in the chair, for the purpose of considering the bill 
making appropriation for the service of the Gov- 
ernment for 1834, commonly called the House 
appropriation bill. : i 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the bill was consid- 
ered, and the blanks therein filled up, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

For pay and mileage to members of Congress, || 
$555,480. j j j 

For ‘payment of officers of House, &c., $32,290. 

For printing and contingent expenses $150,000. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
to the House; which was read twice, and ordered 
to be engrossed for its third reading on Monday 
next. 

And the House adjourned. 


PAPER 
READ TO THE CABINET ON THE 18TH OF SEP- 
TEMBER, 1833. . 


Having carefully and anxiously considered all 
the facts and arguments which have been submit- 


deposites from the Bank of the United States, the 
President deems it his duty to communicate in this 
manner to his Cabinet the final conclusions of his 
own mind, and the reasons on which they are 
founded, in order to put them in durable form, and 
to prevent misconceptions. 

The President’s convictions of the dangerous 
tendencies of the Bank of the United States, since 
signally illustrated by its own acts, were so over- 
powering when he entered on the duties of Chief 
Magistrate, that he felt it his duty, notwithstand- 
ing the objections of the friends by whom he was | 
surrounded, to avai! himself of the first occasion to 
call the attention of Congress and the people to the 
question of its recharter. The opinions expressed 
in his annual message of December, 1829, were 
reiterated in those of December, 1830 and 1831, 
and in that of 1830 he threw out for consideration 
some suggestions in relation to a substitute. At 


majority of both Houses of Congress, recharter- 
ing the present bank, upon which the President 
felt it his duty to put his constitutional veto. In 

his message returning that act he repeated and 


asserted in hisannual message, declaring the bank 
to be, in his opinion, both inexpedientand uncon- |; 


it 
i 


stitutional, and announcing to his countrymen, | 
very unequivocally, his firm determination never | 
to sanction, by his approval, the continuance of i 
that institution, or the establishment of any other | 


upon similar principles. r! 

There are strong reasons for believing that the |i 
motive of the bank in asking for a recharter at tha: 
session of Congress was to make it a leading ques- |; 


ion in the election of a President of the United | 


li 
States the ensuing November, andall steps deemed |; 
necessary were taken to procure from the people i 
a reversal of the President’s decision. i 


Although the charter was approaching its term- |: 


| a decision of the people against the bank. 


to $70,428,070 72, being an increase of $98,025,« 
766 48 in sixteen months. It is confidently be- 
lieved that the leading object of this immense ex- 
tension of its loans was to bring as large à portion 
of the people as possible under its power and in- 
fluence; and it has been disclosed that some of the 
largest sums were granted on very unustial terma 
to the conductors of the public press. In some of 
these cases the motive was made manifest. by the 
nominal or insufficient security taken for the loans, 
by the large amounts discounted, by the extraor- 
dinary time allowed for payment, and especially 
by the subsequent conduct of those receiving the 
accommodations. 

Having taken these preliminary steps to obtain 
control over public opinion, the bank came into 


| Congress and asked a new charter. The object 


avowed by many of thé advocates of the bank was 
to put the President lo the test, that the country 
might know his final determination relative to the 
bank’ prior to the ensuing election. Many doc- 
uments and articles were printed and circulated at 
the expense of the bank, to Bring the people to > 
a favorable decision upon its pretensions. Those 
whom the bank appears to have made its debtors 
for the special occasion were warned of the ruin 
which awaited them should the President be sus- 
tained, and attempts were made to alarm the whole 
people by painting the depression in the price of 
property and produce, and the general loss, incon- 
venience, and distress, which it was represented 
would immediately follow the reélection of ‘the 
President in opposition to the bank. ` l 

Can it now be said that the question of a're- 


| charter of the bank was not decided at the elec- 


tion which ensued? Had the veto been equivocal, 
or had it not covered the whole ground—if it had 
merely taken exceptions to the details of the bill, 
or to the time of its passage—if it had not met the 
whole ground of constitutionality and expediency, 
then there might have been some plausibility for 
the allegation that the question was not decided 
by the people. It was to compel the President to 
take his stand that the question was brought for- 
ward at that particular time. He met the chal- 
lenge, willingly took the position into which his 
adversaries sought to force him, and frankly de- 
clared his unalterable opposition to the Bank as 


|| being both unconstitutional and inexpedient. On 


that ground the case was argued to the people; and 
now that the people have sustained the President, 
notwithstanding the array of influence and power 
which was brought to bear upon him, it is too late, 
he confidently thinks, to say that the question has 
not been decided. Whatever may be the opinions 
of others, the President considers his reélection as 
In the 
concluding paragraph of his veto message, he 
said: 

“E have now done my duty to my country. If 
sustained by my fellow-citizens, I shall be grateful 
and happy; if not, I shall find in the motives 
which impel me ample grounds for contentment 
and peace.” 

He was sustained by a just people, and he 
desires to evince his gratitude by carrying into 
effect their decision, so far as it depends upon 
him. f 

Of all the substitutes for the present bank which 
have been suggested, none seems to have united 
any considerable portion of the public in its favor. 
Most of them are liable to the same constitutional 
objections for which the present bank has been 
condemned, and perhaps to all there are strong 


| objections on the score of expediency. In ridding 


the country of an irresponsible power, which has 
attempted to control the Government, care must 
be taken not to unite the same power with the Ex- 


‘ecutive branch. To give a President the control 


over the currency and the power over individuals 
now possessed by the Bank of the United States, 
even with the material difference that he is respon- 
sible to the people, would be as objectionable and 
as dangerous as to leave it as it is. Neither one 


|i nor the other is necessary, and therefore ought 


not to be resorted to. 7 , 
On the whole the President considers it as con- 


; ; th blic |: clusively settled that the charter of the Bank of 
intention (of the Goverament to se. tas: paote | the United States will not be renewed, and he has, 


deposite as fast as it has accrued, in the payment i no reasonable ground to believe that any substitute 
of the public debt, yet did it extend its loans from | will be established. Being bound to regulate his 
January, 1831, to May, 1832, from $42,402,304 24 l! course by the laws as they exist, and not to antici- 
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pate the interference of the legislative power fo 
the purpose of framing new systems, It 1s proper 
For him seasonably to consider the means by which 
the services rendered by the Bank of the United 
States are to be performed after its charter shall 
expire. . . 
The existing laws declare, that ** the deposites 
of the money of the United States, in places in 
which the’said bank and branches thereof may be | 
established, shall be made in said bank or branches 
thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
at any time otherwise order and direct, in which 
cage the Secretary of the Treasury shall imme- 
diately lay before Congress, if in session, and if 
not, immediately after the commencement of the 
next session, the reasons of such order or direc- 
tion.” l 
` The power of the Secretary of the Treasury 
over the deposites is unqualified. The provision 
that he shall report his reasons to Congress is no 
limitation. Had it not been inserted, he would 
have been responsible to Congress had he made a 


` removal for any other than good reasons, and his 


b 


* 


responsibility now ceases upon the rendition of 
sufficient ones to Congress. The only object of 
the provision is to make his reasons accessible to 
Congress, and enable that body the more readily 
to judge of their soundness and purity, and there- 
upon to make such further provision by law as the 
legislative power may think proper in relation to 
the deposite of the public money. ‘Those reasons 
may be very diversified. It was asserted by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, without contradiction, 
as early as 1817, that he had power ‘‘ to control 
the proceedings” of the Bank of the United States 
at any moment, “ by changing the deposites to the 
State banks,” should it pursue an illiberal course 
towards those institutions; that ‘*the Secretary of 
the Treasury will always be disposed to support 
the credit of the State banks, and will invariably 
direct transfers from the deposites of the public 
money in aid of their legitimate exertions to main- 
tain their credit;” and he asserted aright to employ 
the State banks when the Bank of the United States 
should refuse to receive on deposite the notes of 
such State banks aa the public interest required 
should be received in payment of the public dues. 
In several instances he did transfer the public 
deposites to State banks, in-the immediate vicinity 
of branches, for reasons connected only with the 
safety of those banks, the public convenience, and 
the interests of the Treasury. . 

If it was lawful for Mr. Crawford, the Secretary 
of the Treasury at that time, to act on theg? prin- 
ciples, it will be difficult to discover any sound 
reason against the application of similar principles 
in still stronger cases. And it is a matter of sur- 
pure that a power which, in the infancy of the 
bank, was freely asserted as one of the ordinary 
and familiar duties of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, should now be gravely questioned, and at- 
tempts made to.excite and alarm the public mind, 
ag if some new and unheard-of power was about | 
to be usurped by the Executive branch of the 
Government, 

Lt is but a’ little more than two and a half years 
to the termination of the charter of the present 
bank.. It is considered as the decision of the 
country that it shall then cease to exist, and no 
man, the President believes, has reasonable ground ‘ 
for expectation that any other Bank of the United 
States will be created by Congress. To the Treas- 
ury Department is intrusted the safe-keeping and 
faithful applications of the public moneys. A plan 
of collection different from the present must there- 
fore be introduced and put in complete operation, 


‘ 


before the dissolution of the present bank. When || 


shall it be commenced? Shall no step be taken in 
this essential concern until the charter expires, 
and the Treasury finds itself without an agent, its 
accounts in confusion, with no depository for its 
funds, and the whole business of the Government 
deranged? or shall it be delayed until six months, 
ora year, or two years before the expiration of the 


charter? Itis obvious thatany new system which || 


may be substituted in the place of the Bank of the 
United States could not be suddenly carried into. 
effect on the termination of its existence without 
serious inconvenience to the Government and the 
people. Its vast amount of notes are then to be 
redeemed and withdrawn from circulation, and its 
immense debt collected These operations must be | 


| gradual, otherwise much suffering and distress will 
be brought upon the community. It ought to be 
not a work of months only, but of years, and the 
| President thinks it cannot, with due attention to 
the interests of the people, be longer postponed. 
Itis safer to begin it too soon than to delay it too 
long. - 

icis for the wisdom of Congress to decidé upon 
| the best substitute to be adopted in the place of 
| the Bank of the United States, and the President 
would have felt himself relieved from a heavy and 
painful responsibility if, in the charter to the bank, 
| Congress had reserved to itself the power of direct- 
ing, at its pleasure, the public money to be else- 
| where deposited, and had not devolved that power 
| exclusively on one of the executive departments. 
It is useless now to inquire why this high and 
| important power was surrendered by those who 
are peculiarly and appropriately the guardians | 
of the publicmoney. Perhapsit was an oversight. 
But as the President presumes that the charter to 
„the bank is to be considered as a contract on the 
part of the Government, it is not now in the power 
| of Congress to disregard its stipulations; and by 
the terms of that contract the public money is to 
be deposited in the bank during the continuance 
of its charter, unless the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall otherwise direct. Unless, therefore, the Sec- 
{retary of the Treasury first acts, Congress have 
no power over the subject, for they cannot add a 
new clause to the charter, or strike one out of it, 
without the consent of the bank, and consequently 
the public money must remain in that institution to 
the Jast hour of its existence, unless the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall remove it at an earlier day. 
The responsibility is thus thrown upon the Exec- 
utive branch of the Government of deciding how 
long before the expiration of the charter the public 
interest will require the deposites to be placed else- 
where, And although, according to the frame and 
principle of our Government, this decision would 
seem more properly to belong to the legislative 
power, yetas the law has imposed it upon the 
Executive Department, the duty ought to be faith- 
fully and firmly met, and the decision made and 
executed upon'the best lights that can be obtained, 
and the best judgment that can be formed. It 
would ill become the executive branch of the 
Government to shrink from any duty which the 
law imposes on it, tofix upon others the respon- 
i sibility which justly belongs to itself. And while 
| the President anxiously wishes to abstain from 


interference with the rights and duties of others, 
he must yet, with unshaken constancy, discharge 
his own obligations, and cannot allow himself to 
turn aside in order to avoid any responsibility 
which the high trust with which he has been 
| honored requires him to encounter; and it being 
the duty of one of the executive departments to 
| decide in the first instance, subject to the future 
action of the legislative power, whether the public 
| deposites shall remain in the Bank of the United 
States until the end of its existence, or be with- 
drawn some time before, the President has felt 
himself bound to examine the question carefully 
and deliberately, in order to make up his jadgment 


| of the termination of the charter, and the public 
considerations heretofore mentioned, are of them- 
selves amply sufficient to justify the removal of 
the deposites without reference to the conduct of 
the bank, or their safety in its keeping, 

But in the conduct of the bank may be found 
other reasons very imperative in their character, 
| and which require prompt action. Developments 
have been made from time to time of its faithless- 
| ness as a public agent, its misapplication of public 
funds; its interference in elections; its efforts, by 
the machinery of committees, to deprive the Gov- 
ernment directors of a full knowledge of its con- 


recently and unexpectedly disclosed, in placing all 
the funds of the bank, including the money of the 
Government, at the disposition of the president of | 
the bank, as means of operating upon public opin- 
ion and procuring a new charter, without requiring 
him to render a voucher for their disbursement. 
A brief recapitulation of the facts which justify 
these charges, and which have come to the knowl- 


edge of the public and the President, will, he 
thinks, remove every reasonable doubt as tothe 


the exercise of doubtful powers, and to avoid all | 


on the subject: and in his opinion the near approach | 


cerns; and above all, its flagrant misconduct, as || 


course which it is now the duty of the President 
to pursue. , 

We have seen that in sixteen months, ending in 
May, 1832; the bank had extended its loans more 
than $28,000,000, although it knew the Govern- 


| ment intended to appropriate most of its large 


deposite-during that year in payment of the public 
debt. It was in May, 1832, tbat its loans arrived 
at the maximum; and in the preceding March so 
sensible was the bank that it would not be able to 
pay over the public deposite when it would be 
required by the Government, that it commenced a 
secret negotiation, without the approbation or 
knowledge of the Government, with the agents, 
for about $2,700,000 of the three per cent. stocks 
held in Holland, with a view of inducing them not 
to come forward for payment for one or more 
years after notice should be given by the Treas- 
ury Department. This arrangement would have 
enabled the bank to keep and use during that time 
the public money set apart for the payment of 
these stocks. 

After this negotiation had commenced, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury informed the bank that it 
was his intention to pay off one half of the three 
per cents. on the first of the succeeding July, 
which amounted te about $6,500,000. The pres- 
ident of the bank, although the committee of 
investigation Was then looking into its affairs at 
Philadelphia, came immediately to Washington, 
and upon representing that the bank was desirous 
of accommodating the importing merchants at 
New York, (which it failed to do,) and, under- 
taking to pay the interest itself, procured the con- 
sent of the Secretary, after consultation with the 
President, to postpone the payment until the suc- 
ceeding 1st of October. 

Conscious that at the end of that quarter the 
bank would not be able to pay over the deposites, 
and that further indulgence was not to be expected 
of the Government, an agent was despatched’ to 
England secretly to negotiate with the holders of 
the public debt in Europe,and induce them by the 
offer of an equal or higher interest than that paid 
by the Government to hold back their claims for 
one year, during which the bank expected thus 
to retain the use of $5,000,000 of the public money 
which the Government should set apart for the 
payment of that debt. The agent made an ar- 


| rangement on terms, in part, which were in direct 


violation of the charter of the bank, and when 
some incidents connected with this secret negoti- 
ation accidentally came to the knowledge of the 
public and the Government, then, and not before, 
so much of it as was palpably in violation of the 
charter was disavowed! A modification of the 
rest was attempted with the view of getting the 


| certificates without payment of the money, and 


thus absolving the Government.from its liability 
to the holders. In this scheme the bank was par- 
tially successful, but to this day the certificates of 
a portion of these stocks have not been paid, and 
the bank retains the use of the money. 

This effort to thwart the Government in the pay- 
ment of the public debt, that it might retain the 
public money to be used for their private interests, 
palliated by pretences notoriously unfounded and 
insincere, would have justified the instant with- 
drawal of the public deposites. The negotiation 
itself rendered doubtful the ability of the bank to 
meet the demands of the Treasury, and the mis- 
representations by which it was attempted to be 
justified, proved that no reliance. could be placed 
upon its allegations. l 

If the question of a removal of the deposites pre- 
sented itself to the Executive in the same attitude 


| that it appeared before the House of Represent- 


atives at their last session, their resolution in rela- 
tion to the safety of the deposites would be entitled 
to more weight, although the decision of the ques- 
tion of removal has been confided by law to 
another Department of the Government. Butthe 
question now occurs, attended by other circum- 
stances and new disclosures of the most serious 
import. It is true that in the message of the Pres- 
ident, which produced this inquiry and resolution 
on the part of the House of Representatives, it 
was his object to obtain the aid of that body in 
making a thorough examination into the conduct 
and condition of the bank and its branches, in 
order to enable the Executive Department to decide 
whether the public money was longer safe in its 


1833. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


hands. The limited power of the Secretary of the 
Treasury over the spbject, disabled him from } 
making the investigation as fully and satisfactorily | 
as it could be done by a committee of the House of. 
Representatives, and hence the President desired | 
the assistance of Congress to obtain for the Treas- | 
ury Department a fall knowledge of all the facts | 
which were necessary to guide his judgment. But | 
it was not his purpose, as the language of his mes- | 
sage will show, to ask the representatives of the | 

eople to assume a responsibility which did not į 
eleng to them, and relieve the executive branch j 
of the Government from the duty which the law 
had imposed upon it. Itis due to the President | 
that his object in that proceeding should be dis- 
tinctly understood, and that he should acquit him- 
self of all suspicion of seeking to escape from the 
performance of his own duties, or of desiring to 
interpose another body between himself and the 
people in order to avoid a measure which he is 
called upon to meet. But although, as an act of 
justice to himself, he disclaims any design of so- | 
liciting the opinion of the House of Representa- 
tives in relation to his own duties, in order to shel- | 
ter himself from responsibility under the sanction 
of their counsel, yet he is at all times ready to lis- 
ten to the suggestions of the representatives of the 
people, whether given voluntarily or upon solicita- | 
tion, and to consider them with the profound re- | 
spect to which all will admit that they are justly 
entitled. Whatever may be the consequences, 
however, to himself, he must finally form his 
own judgment where the Constitution and the law 
makes it his duty to decide, and must act accord- 
ingly; and he is bound to suppose that such a 
course on his part will never be regarded. by that 
elevated body as a mark of disrespect to itself: but | 
that they will, on the contrary, esteem it the 
strongest evidence he can give of his fixed resolu- 
tion conscientiously to discharge his duty to them 
and the country. 

A new state of things has, however, arisen since 
the close of the last session of Congress, and evi- 
dence has since been laid before the President | 
which he is persuaded would have led the House 
of Representatives to a different conclusion if it had 
come to their knowledge. The fact that the bank | 
controls, and in some cases substantially owns, and | 
by its money supports some of the leading presses | 
of the country, is now more clearly established. 
Editors to whom it loaned extravagant sums in 
1831 and 1832, on unusual timeand nominal se- 
curity, have since turned out to be insolvent, and | 
to others apparently in no better condition, accom- 
modations still more extravagant, on terms more 
unusual, and some without any security, have 
also been heedlessly granted. 

The allegation which has so often circulated | 
through these channels, that the Treasury was 
bankrupt and the bank was sustaining it, when for 
many years there has not been less, on an average, 
than six millions of public money in that institu- 
tion, might be passed over as a harmless misrepre- | 
sentation; but when it is attempted, by substantial : 
acts, to impair the credit of the Government and 
tarnish the honor of the country, such charges re- 
quire more serious attention, With six millions 
of public money in its vaults, after having had the 
use of from five to twelve millions for nine years, 
without interest, it became the purchaser of a bill 
drawn by our Government on that of France for 
about $900,600, being the first instalment of the 
French indemnity. The purchase money was left 
in the use of the bank, being simply added to the 
Treasury deposite. The bank sold the bill in Eng- | 
land, and the holder sent it to France for collection, | 
and arrangements not having been made by the 
French Government for its payment, it was taken 
up by the agents of the bank in Paris with the | 
funds of the bank in their hands. Under these | 
circumstances, it has, through its organs, openly : 
assailed the credit of the Government, and has ac- © 
tually made, and persists in a demand, of fifteen — 
per cent., or $158,842 77, as damages, when no | 
damage, or none beyond some trifling expense, 
has, in fact, been sustained, and when the bank had 
in its own possession on deposite several millions 
of the public money, which it was then using for 
its own profit. Isa fiscal agent of the Govern- 
ment which thus seeks to enrich itself at the ex- 
pense of the public worthy of further trust? 

There are other important facts not in the con- 


templation of the House of Representatives, or 
not known to the members at the time they voted 
for the resolution. 

Although the charter and the rules of the bank 
both declare that “< not less than seven directors” 
shall be necessary to the transaction of business, 
yet the most important business, even that of 
granting discounts to any extent, is intrusted toa 
committee of five members, who do not report to 
the board. 

To cut off all means of communication with the 
Government in relation to its most important acts 
at the commencement of the present year, not one 
of the Government directors was placed on any 
one committee. And although since, by an un- 
usual remodelling of those bodies, some of those 
directors have been placed on some of the comi- 


mittees, they are yet entirely excluded from the || 


committee of exchange, through which the 
ered and most objectionable loans have been 
made. 

When the Government directors made an effort 
to bring back the business of the bank to the board, 
in obedience to the charter and the existing regu- 
lations, the board not only overruled their attempt, 
but altered the rule so as to make it conform to 
the practice, in direct violation of one of the most 
important provisions of the charter which gave 
them existence. 

It has long been known that the president of the 
bank, by his single will, originates and executes 
many of the most important measures connected 
with the management and credit of the bank, and 
that the committee, as well as the board of direct- 


ors, are left in entire ignorance of many acts done, | 


and correspondence carried on in their names, and 
apparently under their authority. The fact has 


i been recently disclosed, that an unlimited discre- 


tion has been, and is now, vested in the president 
of the bank to expend its funds in payment for 
preparing and circulating articles, an 
pamphlets and newspapers, calculated by their 
contents to operate on elections, and secure a re- 
newal of its charter. Jt appears, from the official 
report of the public directors, that on the 30ih 
November, 1830, the president submitted to the 
board an article published in the American Quar- 
terly Review, containing favorable notices of the 
bank, and suggested the expediency of giving ita 
wider circulation at the expense of the bank; 
whereupon the board passed the following resolu- 
lution, viz: . 
“ Resolved, That the president be authorized to 
take such measures in regard to the circulation of 
the contents of the said article, either in whole or 
in part, as he may deem most for the interest of 


‘the bank.” 


By an entry in the minutes of the bank, dated 
March 11th, 1831, it appears that the president 
had not only caused a large edition of that article 
to be issued, but had also, before the resolution 
of 30th November was adopted, procured to be 
printed and widely circulated numerdus copies of 
the reports of General Smita and Mr. McDurriz 
in favor of the bank, and on that day he sug- 
gested the expediency of extending his power to 
the printing of other articles which might subserve 
the purposes of the institution. Whereupon the 
following resolution was adopted, viz: 

‘í Resolved, That the president is hereby author- 
ized to cause to be prepared and circulated such 
documents and papers as may communicate to the 
people information in regard to the nature and 
operations of the bank.” _ 

The expenditures purporting to have been made 
under authority of these resolutions during the 
years 1831 and 1832, were about $80,000. Fora 


portion of these expenditures vouchers were ren- | 
dered, from which it appears that they were in- | 
curred in the purchase of some hundred thousand | 
copies of newspapers, réports, and speeches made į 


in Congress, reviews of the veto message, and 


1831. 

On ascertaining these facts, and perceiving that 
expenditures of a similar character were still con- 
tinued, the Government directors, a few weeks 
ago, offered a resolution in the board, calling for a 


purchasing | 


6i 


specific account of these. expenditures, showing 
the objects to which they had been applied, and 
the persons. to whom the money had been paid. 
This reasonable proposition was voted down, 

They also offered a resolution rescinding the 
resolutions of November, 1830, and March, 1831. 
This also was rejected. f zogi 

Not content with thus refusing to recall the ob- 
noxious power, or even to require such an account 
of the expenditure as would show. whether the 
money of the bank had in fact been applied to 
the objects contemplated by these resolutions, as 
obnoxious as they were, the board renewed the 
power already conferred, and even enjoined re- 
| newed attention to its exercise by adoping’ the 

following, in lieu of the propositions submitted 
by the Government directors, viz: 

‘Resolved, That the board have confidence in the 
wisdom and integrity of the president, and in the 
propriety of the resolutions of 30th November, 
1830, and 11th March, 1831, and entertain a full 


to the object of those resolutions, and that the 
president be authorized and requested to continue 
| his exertions for the promotion of said object.” 
Taken in connexion with the nature of the ex- 
penditures heretofore made, as recently disclosed, 
which the board not only tolerate, but approve, 
this resolution puts the funds of the bank at the 
disposition of the president, for the purpose of 
employing the whole press of the country in the 
service of the bank, to hire writers and newspapers, 
and to pay out such sums.as he pleases, to what 
person and for what services he pleases, without 
the responsibility of rendering any specific account. 
The bank is thus converted into a vast electioneer- 
| ing engine, with means to embroil the country 
| in deadly feuds, and, under cover of expenditures, 
in themselves improper, extend its corruption 
| through all the ramifications of society. 
Some of the items for which accounts have 
i been rendered show the construction which has 
been given to the resolutions, and the way in 
which the power it confers has been exerted. The 
money has not been expended merely in the pub- 
lication and distribution of speeches, reports of 
committees, or articles written for the purpose of 
showing the constitutionality or usefulness of the 
| bank. But publications have been prepared and 
| extensively circulated containing the grossest in- 
vectives against the officers of the Government; 
and the money which belongs to the stockholders 
| and to the public has been freely applied in ef- 
| forts to degrade, in public estimation, those who 
| were supposed to be instrumental in resisting the 
wishes of this grasping and dangerous institution. 
As the president of the bank has not been re~ 
quired to settle his accounts, no one but himself 
| knows how much more than the sum already men- 
tioned may have been squandered, and for which 
a credit may hereafter be claimed in his account 
under this most extraordinary resolution. With 
| these facts before us can we be surprised at the 
| torrent of abuse incessantly poured out against all 
who are supposed to stand in the way of the cu- 
| pidity or ambition of the Bank of the United States? 
| Can we be surprised at sudden and unexpected 
| 


i changes of opinion in favor of an institution 
| which has millions to lavish, and avowsits determ- 
ination not to spare its means when they are 
| necessary to accomplish its purposes? The re- 
| fusal to render an account of the manner in which 
| a part of the money expended has been applied, 
gives just cause for the suspicion that it has been 
used for purposes which it is not deemed prudent 
to expose to the eyes of an intelligent and virtuous 
people. Those who act justly do not shun the 
light, nor do they refuse explanations -when the 
propriety of their conduct is brought into ques- 
tion. . 

With these facts before him in an official re- 
port from the Government directors, the Pres- 
ident would feel that he was not only responsible 
i for all the abuses and corruptions the bank has 
committed, or may commit, but almost an accom- 
|i plice in a conspiracy against that Government 
which he has sworn honestly to administer, if he 
| did not take every step within his constitutional 
| and legal power likely to be efficient in putting an. 
i end to these enormities. If it be possible, within 
i the scope of human affairs, to find a reason for 
li removing the Government deposites, and leaving 


| conviction of the necessity of a renewed attention . 
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the bank to its awn resonrce for the means of ef- 
fecting its criminal designs, we have it here. Was 
it expected, when the moneys of the United States 
were directed to be placed ia that bank, that they 
would be put. under the control of one man, em- 
powered to spend millions without rendering a 
voucher or specifying the object? „Cán they be 
considered safe, with the evidence before us that 
tens of thousands have been spent for highly im- 
proper, if not corrupt, purposes, and that the same 
motive may lead to the expenditure of ‘hundreds 
of thousands; and-even millions more? And can 
we justify ourselves to the people by longer lend- 
ing to it the money and power of the Government 
to be employed for such purposes? : 

It has ‘been alleged by some as an objection to 
the removal of the deposites, that the bank has the 
power, and in that event will have the disposition, 
‘to destroy the State banks employed by the Gov- 
ernment, and bring distress upon the country. It 
has been the fortune of the President to encounter | 
dangers which were represented as equally alarm- į 
ing, and he has seen them vanish before resolution | 
and energy. Pictures equally appalling were | 
paraded. before him when this bank came to de- | 

mand a new charter. But what was the result? 
Has the sountry been ruined, or even distressed? | 


Was it ever.more prosperous than sinice that act? || 


The President verily believes the bank has not the | 
power to produce the calamities its friends threat- 
en. The funds of the Government will not be | 
annihilated by being transferred. They will im- 
mediately be issued for the benefit of trade, and if 
the Bank of the United States curtails its loans, | 
the State banks, strengthened by the public depos- 
ites, will extend theirs. What comes in through ! 
one bank will go out through others, and the equi- 
librium will be preserved. Should the bank, for 


| ment without charge, as the Bank of the United 


the mere purpose of producing distress, press its | 
debtors more heavily than some of them can bear, | 
the consequences will recoil upon itself, and in the | 
attempts to embarrass the country, it will only | 
bring loss and ruin upon the holders of its own | 
stock. Butif the President believed the bank pos- | 
sessed all the power which has been attributed to 
it, his deterfhination would only be rendered the | 
more inflexible. If, indeed, this corporation now į 
holds in its hands the happiness and prosperity of 
the American. people, it is high time to take the | 
alarm. Ifthe despotism be already upon us, and 
our only safety is in the mercy of the despot, re- 
cent developments in relation to his designs and 
the means he employs, show how necessary it is 
to shake it off. The struggle can never come with 
less distress to the people, or under more favor- 
able auspices than at the present moment, 

All doubt as to the willingness of the State banks | 
to undertake the service of the Government, to the | 
same extent and on the same terms as itis now 
performed by the Bank of the United States, is 
put to rest by the report of the agent recently em- | 
ployee to collect information; and from that wil- 
ingness their own safety in the operation may 
be confidently inferred. Knowing their own re- 
sources better than they can be known by others, 
it is not to'be supposed that they would be willing | 
to place themselves in a situation which they can- 
not occupy without danger of annihilation or em- | 
barrassment. The only consideration applies to 
the safety of the public funds, if deposited in those. 
institutions, And when it is seen that the directors 
of many of them: are not only willing to pledge 
the character and capital of the corporations in 
giving success to this measure, but also their own 
property and reputation, we cannot doubt that 
they, at least, believe the public deposites would | 
besafe in their management. The President thinks 
that these facts and circumstances afford as strong | 
a guarantee as can be had in human affairs for the 
safety of the public funds, and the practicability 
of a new system of collection and disbursement 
through the agency of the State banks. 

From all these considerations the President 
thinks that the State banks ought immediately to l 
be employed in the collection and disbursement of | 
the public revenue, and the funds now in the Bank 
of the United States drawn out with alleonvenient : 
despatch. The safety of the public moneys, if 
deposited in the State banks, must be secured be- 
yond all reasonable doubts; but the extent and 
nature of the security, in addition to their capital, 
if any be deemed necessary, is a subject of detail 


i tion which has already attempted to subject the 


i} der, or dictation, do any act which he believes 


to which the Treasury Department will undoubt- 
edly give its anxious attention. The banks to be 
employed must remit the moneys of the Govern- 


tates now does; must render all the services 
which that bank now performs; must keep the 
Government advised of their situation by periodi- 


cal returns; in fine, in any arrangement with the |; 


State banks, the Government must not, in any re- 
spect, be placedon a worse footing than it now is. 
The President is happy to perceive by the report 
of the agent, that the banks which he has con- 
sulted have, in general, consented to perform the | 
service on these terms, and that those in New 
York have further agreed to make payments in 
London without other charge than the mere cost 
of the bilis of exchange. f 

It should also be enjoined upon any banks 
which may be employed, that it will be expected 
of them to facilitate domestic exchanges for the 


benefit of internal commerce; to grant all reason- |! 


able facilities to the payers of the revenue; to ex- 
ercise the utmost liberality towards the other State 
banks; and do nothing uselessly to embarrass the 
Bank. of thé United States. 

As oné of the most serious objections to the 
Bank of the United States is the power which it 


concentrates, care must be taken in finding other || 


agents forthe service of the Treasury not to raise 
up another power equally formidable. Although 
it would probably be impossible to produce such 
a result by any organization of the State banks 
which could be devised, yet it is desirable to avoid | 
even the appearance. To this end it would be 
expedient to assume tio more power over them, 
and interfere no more in their affairs than might 
be absolutely necessary to the security of the pub- 4 
lic deposite, end the faithful performance of their | 
duties as agents of the Treasury. Any inter- | 
ference by them in the political contests of the 
country witha view to influence elections, ought, | 
in the opinion of the President, to be followed by 
an immediate discharge from the public service. 

It is the destre of the President that the control 
of the banks and the currency shall, as far as pos- 
sible, be entirely separated from the political power 
of the country, as well as wrested from an institu- 


Government to its will. In his opinion the action 
of the General Government on this subject ought 
not to extend beyond the grant in the Constitution, 
which only authorizes Congress “to coin money 
and regulate the value thereof;” all else belongs | 
to the States and the people, and must be regulated 
by public opinion and the interests of trade. 

“In conclusion, the President must be permitted 
to remark that he looks upon the pending question | 
as of higher consideration than the mere transfer | 
of a sum of money from one bank to another. Its 
decision may affect the character of our Govern- 
ment for ages to come. Should the bank be suf- 
fered longer to use the public nioneysin the accom- 
plishment of its purposes, with the proofs of its 
faithlessness and corruption before our eyes, the 
patriotic among our citizens will despair of success 
in struggling against its power, and we shall be 
responsible for entailing it upon our country for- | 
ever. Viewing it asa question of transcendent 
importance, both in the principlesand consequences 
it involves, the President could not, in justice to 
the responsibility which he owes to the country, 
refrain from pressing upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury his view of the considerations which im- 
pel to immediate action. Upon him has been de- 
volved, by the Constitution. and the suffrages of | 
the American people, the duty of superintending | 
the operation of the executive departments of the 
Government, and seeing that thelaws are faithfully 
executed. In the performance of this high trust 
it is his undoubted right to express to those whom | 
the laws and his own choice have made his asso- 


ciates in the administration of the Government, his |; 


opinion of their duties under circumstances as they 
arise. It is this right which he now exercises. 
Far be it from him to expect or require that any 
member of the Cabinet should, at his request, or- 


unlawful, or in his conscience condemns. From 
them, and from his fellow-citizens in general, he 
desires only that aid and support which their rea- 
son approves and their conscience sanctions. 

In theremarks he has made on this all-important 


l question, he trusts the Secretary of the Treasury 
| will see only the frank and respectful declarations 
! of the opinions which the President has formed on 
a measure of great national interest, deeply affect- 
ing the character and usefalness of his Adminis- 
tration; and not a spirit of dictation, which the 
President would be as careful to avoid as ready to 
resist. Happy will he be if the facts now disclosed 
produce uniformity of opinion and unity of action 
among the members of the Administration. 

The President again repeats that he begs his 
i Cabinet to consider the proposed measure as hig 
own, in the support of which he shall require no 
| one of them to make a sacrifice of opinion or prin- 
ciple. Its responsibility has been assumed, after 
the most mature deliberation and reflection, as 
necessary to preserve the morals of the people, the 
freedom of the press, and the purity of the clective 
franchise, without which all will unite in saying 
that the blood and treasure expended by our fore- 
fathers in the establishment of our happy system 
! of Government will have been vain and fruitless, 
Under these convictions he feels that a measure so 
important to the American people cannot be com- 
menced too soon, and he therefore names the first 
day of October next-as a period proper for the 
change of the deposites, or sooner, provided the 
necessary arrangements with the State banks can 
be made. ANDREW JACKSON. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 


| To the Secretary of the Treasury, on the Annual 
Operations of the Office, dated Nov. 30, 1833. 
Genera LAND Orricn, 


November 30, 1833. i 


Sin: I have the honor of submitting to your 

examination, and for the. consideration of the 
Government, a report of the operations of this 
office during the past year, and the present condi- 
' tion of the same, with its arrears of business, and 
the necessary action of Congress to enable it to 
discharge its various duties with more prompt- 
| ness, and with that justice which is due to the 
| parties interested and to the public service. 
The annexed document, marked: A, shows the 
i periods to which the quarterly accounts of the 
i receivers have been rendered to this office, as also 
; the monthly abstracts of sales and receipts, and the 
admitted balances remaining in tne hands of the 
‘receivers at the respective dates of their last re- 
turns, With few exceptions, the land officers have 
been very prompt in transmitting to this office their 
monthly and quarterly statements as required by 
law and the regulations of the Department. 

The accompanying statement marked B, exhib- 
its for the year 1832, and the first three quarters 
of 1833, the amount of public lands sold in the re- 
spective States and Territories; the several amounts - 
received in cash, in forfeited land stock, in military 
bounty land scrip, and the total amount of pur- 
chase money, with the amount paid into the Treas- 
ury. From which statement it will appear that 
the sales of the first three quarters of 1833 have 
exceeded those of the corresponding quarters of 
1832, 532,838 acres, $655,080 of purchase money, 
and of amount paid into the Treasury the sum of 
| $609,838. This excess can be accounted for in 
| the increasing disposition for emigration which 

pervades the Atlantic States and many portions of 

Europe, and in the persevering industry and en- 
| terprise of our western and southwestern popula- 
ition, Itis not improbable that the sales for the 
‘present year will amount to three millions of acres, 
| and the money paid into the public Treasury ex- 
| ceed three millions of dollars. In many of the 
i districts the largest sales fréquently occur in the 
; last quarter of the year. 
| I have caused to be prepared the tabular state- 
| ment marked-C, which presents, at one, view, the 
| Sales of the public lands under the cash system 
| from its commencement, on the Ist of July, 1820, 
| to the end of the year 1832. It exhibits the qan- 
tity sold at the several land offices in each year, 
with the aggregate amountat each office during the 
| whole of that period, as also the amount sold in 
each year in the several States and Territories, to- 
gether with the total amount in each State and Ter- 
ritory, with the grand total. This statement also 
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shows the progressive increase of the ordinary 
sales, with the exception of the year 1832, which 
did not equal those of 1831 by 315,514 acres; in 
consequence, principally, of thegeneral prevalence 
of the Asiatic cholera in many of those districts to 
which emigration tended, and from which it usu- 
ally emanates, and the Indian war Which pervaded 
the northern frontier of Illincis and the western 
part of Michigan. 

A schedule of forfeited land stock, issued and 
received at the several land offices, under the pro- 
visions of the acts of Congress of May 23, 1828, 
March 31, 1830, and July 9, 1832, is herewith ap- 
pended, marked D. It shows the amount issued 
and received at each office in each of the years 
1828; 1829, 1830, 1831, 1832, and the first three 
quarters of 1833; the total amount issued and re- 
ceived in each year; the whole amountat each office 
during that period; with their respective grand 
totals. ‘The small balance of less than $16,400 of 
the whole amount issued remained to be received 
‘and accounted for at this office on the 30th of 
September last. 3 

By the act of May 30, 1830, there were appro- 
priated 260,000 acres of land, subject to private 
entry, in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to satisfy the 
unlocated military bounty land warrants of the 
Virginia State line and navy; 50,000 acres of the 
Virginia Continental line, and an unlimited quan 
tity for the United’ States military warrants, for 
services rendered in the revolutionary war; and 
scrip was authorized to be issued in eighty-acre 
tracts in lieu of said warrants. The act of July 
13, 1832, made an. additional appropriation of 
300,000 acres for the Virginia Continental line, and 
the State line.and navy; and, by the actof March 
2, 1833, the further quantity of 200,000 acres was 
appropriated for the Virginia warrants, to be lo- 
cated on any of the public lands liable to sale at 

_ private entry; making a total for Virginia warrants 
of 810,000 acres. Of this quantity scrip had been 
issued, or prepared to be issued, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on the 15th of November instant, 
for 772,424 acres, leaving a balance of 37,576 acres, 
the warrants for which have been filed, and the 
scrip will be issued thereon so soon as the title 
papers thereof shall be completed. ‘The schedule 

ereunto annexed, marked E, exhibits a summary 
statement of the number of warrants which have 
been satisfied of each class or.description; the 
quantity of land for which scrip has been issued; 
its amount in money, at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre; together with the total number of 
certificates of scrip issued. Virginia warrants have 
already been filed for about 10,000 acres, exceed- 
ing the amount which can be satisfied with scrip 
out of the appropriations which have been made. 
I have no means of ascertaining the amount of out- 
standing Virginia warrants not yet filed in this 
office, and it will be for the decision of Congress 
whether further provisions shall be made to satisfy 
the same. 


The annexed statement, marked T, shows the |! 


amount, in money, of the military land scrip re- 
ceived in payment for public lands at the several 
land offices in the years 1830, 1831, 1832, ard 
the first three quarters of 1833, with the total 
amount ineach year in each State and at each 
office, with the grand total. It will appear from 
this statement, that of the whole amount of scrip 


ssued, ($1,0635592,) there had been received at |) 


the land offices and accounted for at this office, 
on the 30th of September last, the sum of $754,827; 


and that of this sum more than one half has | 


been taken at the Zanesville office, in Ohio, and 
at the office of Indianapolis,:in Indiana. It is 
altogether, in my opinion, irreconcilable with the 


ordinary course of such business, and the usual |: 


current of public sales, that so large a portion 
should have been received at these two offices, 


|| have contributed to throw this species of property 
|| 80 rapidly upon the Government. 

f he appropriation of seven thousand dollars 
ii made at the last session of Congress for extra 
i| clerk hire for this office, has enabled me to pro- 
gress with its current business toa very consider- 
able extent, and to great advantage to those most 
| katerested, and to the Government. Out of that 
appropriation there have, been opened twenty-two 
tract books, containiig the entries of the tracts 
of 504 gownships; the posting of about 17,000 
entries of lands sold, besides the writing and rec- 
ording of more than 13,000 patents, and thé 
performance of a large amount of miscellaneous 
business equally pressing and important. Yet, 
| notwithstanding the benefits which have resulted 
| from that appropriation, the force of the office 
; provided by law has been inadequate to the dis- 
| charge of its current duties, and leaving, at the 
| close of the present year, a greater aggregate 
| amount of arrears than existed on the Ist of Jan- 
| uary last. 

On the passage of the act of March 2, 1833, 
| providing for the appointment of a secretary to 
| sign patents in the name of the President,-there 
| were written and recorded, and prepared for sig- 
| Nature, more than twenty thousand patents for 
| lands sold. In consequence of the provisions of 
| that act it became necessary to alter the date of 
|i execution of each patent and the record thereof, 
i| and the endorsement of the certificate on which 
the same was founded. This service was an ex- 
| pense to the office of more than six hundred dol- 
: lars, requiring, on all the documents, more than 
| Sixty thousand alterations or additions, and, in 


|| sand patents, which would diminish that branch 
‘iof arrears without interfering with current du- 
i} thes. 
| The unfortunate destruction of the Treasury 
|| building by fire admonished me of the propriety 
, and absolute necessity of adopting every precau- 
| tionary measure to secure the safety of the title 
i| papers, records, and other important documents 
I| which constitute the archives of this office. Ona 
|| particular examination, with a view to that object, 
| It was found that about two tons of the papers, 
i} embracing a large portion which belonged to the 
!! credit system of the land sales, were deposited in 
the attic story of the building, immediately under 
i the roof, in the utmost confusion, in bundles ar- 
| ranged neither in chronological order nor in the 
| order of consecutive numbers. 


| Treasury, and by his advice, I have adopted those 
| means which would secure to the Government and 
{| sippi the safety and security of those documents, 
li which are connected with the land titles of more 
|| than three millions of white population. Portable 


‘eases for all papers and documents not of daily | 


l: use, and fire-bags for each room of the office, have 
l. been contracted for, and will be delivered in the 
| course of two or three weeks, while the assortment 
and the arrangement of the title papers are in rapid 
progress by persons especially employed in that 
‘i service. The plan adopted, and which, when còm- 
|| pleted, as it will be in two or three months, will 
| enable twenty able-bodied men, in case of fire, to 
i! remove from the office every paper, document, 
| book, and record of the same to a place of security 
in fifteen minutes, withoutthe derangement of either, 
so that in case the roof and second story of the 
|; building should be in flames, everything belonging 
‘| to the Land Office, except its furniture, could be 


without the connivance or direct agency of the i saved and removed by the ordinary assistance 
land officers and their clerks, or one or more of | which is found in the case of fires. The whole 
them at each office, by which scrip has been || expense of these necessary and precautionary 
taken in cases where otherwise cash would have | measures will amount to about twenty-six hundred 


been received. Other offices have also received 
and transmitted an unexpected amount; in conse- 
quence ef which measures have been taken to 


ascertain the facts and circumstances connected 


with these transactions, and explanations have 
been required of the officers. 
the present session of Congress the Department 
will be able to show the causes and agencies which 


Before the close of |! is 


‘dollars, for which a special appropriation is re- 
|! spectfully requested. : 

i| One of the most serious causes which have 
|! performance of the ordinary business of this office 
the want of the statutes and the reports of the 
|| adjudicated decisions of the highest courts of justice 
il in the several States. The daily necessity of a 


‘| produced the delays and embarrassments to the | 
Hise Y | at twelve and a half cents per one hundred words, 


recurrence to such documents, and the difficulty of 
obtaining access to the same, has been the occasion 
of vexatious delays, in numerous instances, to the 
parties immediately interested, and to the prompt 
discharge of official duty. This can be remedied by 
a special appropriation for that purpose of about 
twenty-five hundred dollars, which is respectfully 
and urgently recommended. It is frequently the 
case that a resort to these statutes, and the reported 
decisions thereon, is absolutely necessary to a 
correct action on questions arising under the law 
of descent, the jurisdiction of probate matters, the 
settlement and distribution of intestate estates, the 
law of judgments and executions, and the lien 
created thereby, with the law of assurances, or 
conveyances in relation to real estate. Access to 
these sources of information is often indispensable 
to the security of individual rights, and important 
to the pecuniary interests of the Government. In ‘ 
many of the States some of the principles of the 
common law have been declared inapplicable to 
the peculiar circumstances of the people and the 
country, and inconsistent with the genius and pro- 
visions of our political institutions, and others 
havebeen substituted by legislative adoption, com- 
patible with constitutional rights and the immu- 
nities of the citizen. Hundreds of questions are 
presented every year, in the administration of the 
powers and duties of this office, involving the 
examination and application of legal principles 
connected with the subjects above enumerated; 
and it is a matter of surprise'to me that more com- 
plaints have not been made against the decisions 
of the Commissioner in cases where he has been 
called upon to decide, without the requisite legal 
information to do so understandingly. in many 
instances, Í have no doubt, they have been sub- 
mitted to rather than incur the expense of an 
appeal to the administrative justice in the United 
States courts. These evils shoyld no longer pre- 
vail, and the excuse for them should céase to exist 
by the appropriate action of Congress. The small 
sum necessary to be appropriated cannot come in 
competition with the resulting benefits to indi- 
viduals and to the Government. There is, prob- 
ably, no bureau under the executive departments 
which requires so frequent recurrence to the stat- 
utes and judicial decisions of the several States as 
that of the General Land Office, and in which 
they are so necessary to the administration of 
right and justice. In truth, it has become in prac- 
tice, from necessity, a court of exchequer, where 
its decisions are tacitly assented to from ignorance 


| of the law, or acquiesced in from pecuniary con- 


siderations. My duty to the Government and to 
individual rights requires this statement from me, 


; as anact of justice to the parties interested, and as 


highly proper and important for the legislative 
action of Congress. 

Although theabove statements and exhibits show 
that the duties of this office are annually increasing 
and rapidly accumulating, itis proper for me to say 
that they present but a small portion of the items 
of such increase. Exclusive of the correspondence 


. with the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 


thé issue of military bounty land scrip since the 
first of January last, which is equal to the writing 
and recording of 342 letters, and the letters written 
to the several land officers, acknowledging the 


| receipt of their monthly and quarterly returns, 


amounting to 1,150 to the 15th of the present 
month, there have been written in the office, on 
other subjects, from the first of January last to 
the 15th instant, including copies of a portion of 
the same, 4 529 letters, occupying on the record 
thereof 3,047 large folio pages. During the pres- 
ent year there will have been issued and trans- 
mitted from the office more than forty thousand pat- 
ents, leaving an arrear of patents for land sold, at 
the close of the year, inamount exceeding SEVENTY 
THOUSAND. To this should be added, besides other 


| increasing demands upon the office, the require- 
| ments of individuals for copies of the papers, rec- 


ords, correspondence, and other documents, to be 
used in the administration of justice, the settle- 
ment of intestate estates, to supply the loss or 
destruction of the originals, and for other lawfal 
purposes, which will amount for the present year, 


to a sum exceeding three thousand dollars, This 
class of requisitions upon the time and duties of 
the officer must annually increase with the progress 
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of the sales of the national domain, the opening 
and clearing the forests, and the extension of the 
western settlements. Another source of expense 
to the office, and-which is constantly increasing 
with theaceumulation of its arrears, is the issuing, 


in ignorance of the fact, of patents to. purchasers, 
or to their assigns, after the death of the patentees. 
To remedy this defect in the system of legal grants 
for lands sold, which has now become serious and 
embarrassing, it is necéssary for Congress to pro- 
vide by law,that patents issued to persons deceased, 
the legal title shall inure to the heirs and devisees, 
to every lawful effect and extent, as if they had 
; been executed and delivered in the lifetime of the 
same. 

The surveys of the public lands have progressed 


to a very considerable extent, a large portion of | 


which, however, are rendered immediately un- 

` availing, in consequence of the. deficiency of aid 
provided by law in the offices of the surveyors 
general, At the present time I am not able to 
make a particular report thereof; but it is expected 
that statements in detail of the progress of this 
work, and the condition and necessities of each 
office on the first of January next, will be returned, 
as soon as practicable after that date, by the sev- 
eral surveying departments. When these state- 
ments are received, they will be communicated in 
extenso; or in a condensed form, as may be re- 
quired. It is known, however, that the surveys 
of about eight hundred townships have been made 
and paid for, the plats and descriptive notes of 
which should’ be returned to this office, and to the 
proper land offices, in the course of six or eight 
months. A large amount of surveys have been 
made.and are in progress which will be completed 
and paid for, and’the returns thereof made, during 
the year 1834, if the necessary means should. be 
provided by Congress. I consider it my duty to 
‘state, in connexion with this subject, that it is 
impossible for the public surveys to progress, and 
the sales and disposition of the national domain to 
be facilitated and extended with advantage to the 
Government, and without injury to individuals, 
unless more discretionary power is vested in the 
Treasury Department to meet unforeseen evils and 
the defects of legislation, to bring up and prevent 
the accumulation of arrears, and to securea prompt 
and efficient discharge of public duty. F would, 
therefore, respectfully propose that the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on a reported statement of the 
facty by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, be authorized and directed by law to cause 
all the arrears of the surveying departments to be 
brought up as soon as practicable; to require an 
authenticated transcript of the records of the field 
notes to be transmitted to the General Land Office; 
to cause renewed township plats to be furnished to 
the land offices, where the originals have become 
so defaced and injured, and the entries thereon 
obliterated by constant use, as to be no longer 
available, in every particular, as public documents; 
and to make reasonable allowance for the surveys 
of the principal and guide meridians and base lines, 
and particular sections of the public lands, in cases 
where they cannot be executed for the prices 
allowed by law; and that the expense thereof be 
paid out of the general appropriation for the sur- 
veys of the public lands. 

‘In making this annual report, I am again re- 
quired, by a sense of public duty, to present a 
brief view of the arrears of business in this office, 
and the means necessary to bring up those arrears, 
in connexion with a proper discharge of current 
duty. Under the head of, 

1st. Private land claims.—The printing and pub- 
lication of State papers, by Gales & Seaton, and 
Duff Green, supersede much of the duty previ- 
ously required by this bureau. The arrears of 
this branch of business can now be brought up by 
one competent clerk in one year. . 

Qd. Military bounty lands.—The duties now re- 
quired to be performed ‘under this head would 
require the time of three clerks for one year. 

3d. Posting the entries and sales of public lends, 
and adjusting the quarterly accounts thereof, would 
occupy the time, for one year, of six intelligent 
and industrious clerks. 

dih, Indexes to the records of ‘patents, a work of 
the most pressing necessity, and which is almost 
entirely in arrears from the commencement of the 
public land sales, cannot be accomplished in less 


į year. 


than one year by fifteen active and competent 
clerks. 

5th. The opening of tract books 
ready returned to the office, as rendered neces- 


sary by the quarter-quarter section subdivision, ; 


would require the service of two clerks for one 

ear. 

6th. Writing, recording, and examining patents 
forland sold.—The amount of arrears under this 
head, for lands sold to the first of January next, 
will exceed SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND BATENTS. | 
To write, record, and. examine the same, would 
require the services of eighteen diligent clerks for 
a year. : 

Tih. Suspended cases under the credit system, from 
a difficulty of completing the title papers, and the 
greatlabor of examination, willdemand the service 
of two clerks one year who are acquainted with 
this duty. 

8th. The Draughtsman’s Bureau.—Thereare now 
in the office 926 township plats to be protracted 
on the maps of the proper land districts, besides 
about 800 other plats, which are expected to be 
returned in the course of six or eight months; in- 


| formation having been received that the surveys 


thereof have been made and returned. the respect- 
ive surveyors general. To make the protractions 
and connexions which should be done in the 
course of the ensuing year, will require the labor 
of one competent and industrious draughtsman at 
least twelve months. The lands selected by the | 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, and Alabama, 
under grants for canal purposes, and those selected | 
under grants for other purposes, with the school 


lands selected in lieuof section sixteen, have allto |: 
be entered and marked on the township plats and |; 


maps of the proper districts. To perform this ser- 
vice, as also that of making similar entries, under 


the act of April, 1832, authorizing a subdivision of |; 


the fractional sections into forty-acre tracts, would 
occupy the time of a draughtsman more than one 
If it is contemplated by the Government 
io complete the service as far as practicable, re- 
quired by a resolution of the Senate of February 
98, 1823, the labor of one draughtsman acquainted 
with the duty would be required for six years. 
The daily interruption to the proper discharge of 
public duty, and the expenses resulting to the office 
in consequence of the continuance of these arrears, 


have become evils of the’most serious character, || 


and should be done away immediately. 

9:h. Miscellaneous arrears, other.than those enu- | 
merated would occupy the time of four clerks one 
year. These arrears, now amounting to the ser- 
vices of fifty-nine clerks for one year, have been | 
accumulating for a long period of time, a large por- 
tion cf which existed before the administration of | 
the office was committed to my hands, They 
have arisen from the physical intpossibility of the | 
office to discharge all the duties required of it by | 
Jaw with the force provided for that purpose; from | 
the injudicious and unfortunate reduction of six 
of its clerks in 1827; from the great increase of | 
business arising under the relief laws since 1826; 
from the establishment of additional land and sur- 
veying districts; from the numerous reservations 
made in Indian treaties; from the many grants of 
public lands for canal, road, literary, and other 
purposes; and from the great increase of miscel- 
laneous business within the last four or five years, 
not previously demanded of the office. 

To bring up these arrears, I would respectfully 
recommend that the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
authorized to cause the same to be done, and the 
expenses thereof paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to such an 


extent as, in his judgment, the necessities of the |; 


Government and justice to individuals may re- 
quire. And to enable the office to discharge its 
current duties, I propose the employment therein 


one clerk at $1,500; five at $1,400; ten at $1,150; 


and thirteen at $1,000; making, in all, thirty || 


clerks; and also one draughtsman at $1,150; ont 
assistant draughtsman at $1,150; one messenger at 
$700, and two assistant messengers at $350. For 
the reasons of this additional aid, and the increase 
of pay to a portion of the same, I refer you to my 
report made to the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the 2ist of January last, and which has been 
printed as number 50 of the Senate documents of 


for surveys al- |: 


expedient by Congress to adopt this proposition, 
an appropriation of $6,000 per year tor the writ- 
ing and recording of patents for lands sold, and 
|a like appropriation for six extra clerks in the 
office, would greatly facilitate its business, and 
very much lessen the embarrassments under which 
it now labors» ; ‘ 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ELIJAH HAYWARD. - 
Hon. R. B. Taney, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


DELAWARE BREAKWATER. l 

In the Quartermaster General’s report, 
accompanying the President’s annual mes- 
sage, is a statement of the condition of 
the Delaware breakwater. General Jesup 
| pronounces: the experiment fairly made 
and successful. The work already affords, 
a good harbor for vessels engaged in trans- 
porting the materials for its construction, 
as well as for such vessels engaged in 
| commerce as have found occasion to take 
shelter in time of storm. 

The whole length of ‘the breakwater, 


|i according to the plan, is thirty-six hun- 


| dred feet, and the deposites of stone al- 
‘ready extend two thousand seven hun- 
i dred feet, in the following proportions: 
| about one thousand feet are elevated five 

| feet above the plane of high-water; nine 

| hundred and fifty feet are nearly level with , 
high-water, and nearly seven hundred and 
fifty feet are elevated fifteen feet above 
the sea-bottom. 

The whole length of the ice-breaker is 
to be one hundred and fifty feet, and the 
deposite of stone extends one thousand 
four hundred. fect, of which nearly one 
thousand are above high-water mark, three 
hundred feet nearly up to that level, and 
the remainder about fourteen feet above 
the bottom. h 

The quantity of stone deposited during 
the last season was one hundred and fifty- 
four thousand four hundred and fifty-nine 
tons, and as much more could have been 
deposited, with but little increase of con- 
tingent expenses, if the means had been 
provided to pay for it. 

If adequate appropriations are made, 
the work can be completed in 1835. 

The estimate, by General Bernard, of 
the cost to complete the whole work, was 
$2,216,950. Of this sum, $1,160,000 has 


i been appropriated, leaving a balance of 


| $1,056,950. 
Among the estimates is $20,000 for a 
light-house at the western extremity of 


i| the breakwater, which can be constructed 


of one chief clerk at a salary of $1,700 per-annum; į 


| at less expense while the main work is 
going on,,than after it is completed.—Bal- 
timore American. < 


It may be safely estimated that the aver- 
age number of letters received, delivered, 
distributed, and mailed, in our city post 
office, is not less than fifteen thousand 


last session. If, however, it should not be deemed 


each day — New York Evening Post. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1834. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 30, 1833. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
responding to the following resolution of Mr. 
Cray, submitted on the 19th instant, with the 
accompanying documents: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the Senate a copy of 
the entire letteraddressed by Mr. Crawford, when 
Secretary of the Treasury, under date the 13th of 
February, 1817, to the President of the Mechanics’ 
Bank of New York, an extract from which is 
recited in his report to Congress of the 3d Decem- 
ber, 1833; and copies of the other correspondence 
of Mr. Crawford with the banks about that period, 
to passages in which the Secretary alludes in the 
same report.”’ 

<< Resolved, also, That the Secretary be directed 
to communicate to the Senatea copy of the corre- 
spondence between the agentappointed during the 
last summer to inquire upon what terms the State 
banks would undertake to perform the services to 
the Government which had been performed by the 
Bank of the United States and the said banks; a 
copy of the report made, if one were made, by the 
said agent, to the Secretary, or the Executive; the 
_ name of the agent, his compensation, and in virtue 

of what law he was appointed.” 


The communication was read in part by the 
Secretary, when 

Mr. CLAY moved that the further reading be 
dispensed with, unless some other Senator desired 
it should be read. 

Mr. FORSYTH hoped the paper might be 
read. 

‘The reading was then proceeded in, followed | 


by the reading of the documents accompanying |; 


it. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to make an observation. 
Sir, this response is a most extraordinary and | 
unprecedented document. We have. called for | 
information, and the Secretary gives us argument. 
Let him have the benefit of it. I undertake to 
prove, sir, that the financial officer of the Govern- 


ment has grossly perverted and misstated Mr. |: 


Crawford. fle has entirely misinterpreted him. | 
He has suppressed documents. A most important 
passuge has been withheld. At another time, I | 
undertake to prove my premises. Sir, we have | 
called for certain things which we have not got, and | 
obtained others not called for. We have asked for | 
bread, and the Secretary has given usa stone. We | 
have asked forthe name of the agent and hiscom- 
pensation, but it has been withheld. We asked 
for the law in virtue of which the agent was ap- 
pointed, and he recognizes notourautaority. Sir, | 
Ì have seen all the letters of Mr. Crawford, with į 
the exception of the circular, and I undertake to | 
prove, at another period, that that gentleman has | 
been misquoted and misinterpreted. | 
| 
| 
i 


Mr. FORSY TH thought the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky was unkind and unjust to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. He accuses him of suppressing | 
what was notasked for. What, sir,is it that has 
been asked for? ‘fhe opinions of Mr. Crawford; 
and has he not giventhem? He refers to docu- 
ments in possession of the Senate. Are they not 
in the Senate? He (Mr. F.) would recall to the 
gentleman what, the other day, he said he wanted, 
that the Secretary should state his own case. The 
gentleman says that hecan disprove what the Sec- 
retary has stated. Weil, there it is, with refer- 
ence to chapter and verse. Mr. Crawford was 
charged with having violated the sixteenth section 
of the charter of the bank, by the suppression of 
the fact of the transfer of the deposites having 
been made. ButthegenUlemansaysthe answer does 
not correspond with the call—does not state the 
name of the agent, and his compensation, &e. 
But all thig is stated in the papers accompanying 
this report, as he will perceive, if he will refer to 
them. 

Mr. CLAY. No man can have feelings for the 


pr 


Ə 
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Secretary more different than those attributed to 
him by the honorable member from Georgia. He 
had a slight personal acquaintance with the Sec- 
“retary, and had no other feelings towards him than 
in his oficial character. The Senate called for 
those documents that he might make out his case. 
The Senate asked for documents, and he has given 
us arguments. Ifthe name of his agent is in the 
appendix, well; it certainly did not appear in the, 
report. In reference to Mr. Crawford’s opinions, 
he would repeat, that although there was a plausi- 
bility for the construction which the Secretary had 


i given to them, yet he (Mr. Cray) would under- 


take to show that the opinions ascribed to Mr. 
Crawford in reference to the bank charter were 
never asserted by him. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the report was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The report of the Committee on Public Lands, 
adverse to the memorial of the Legislature of 
Missouri, was taken up and agreed to, 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Pablic lands, reported a bill for the relief of An- 
drew Knox; which was read the first time. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
Noah Stehley and John Stehley, without amend- 
ment. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. CHAM- 


| BERS and WILKINS. 


On motion of Me. WILKINS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to 
procure, for the use of the members of the Sen- 
ate not heretofore supplied, one copy each of the 
debates on the adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. 


The order being the consideration of the report 


of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the removal 
of the deposites, 


| 


Mr. CLAY said, before I proceed, sir, I wish to 
anticipate an objection to the resolutions. They 
say that the President, by dismissing the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury for refusing to remove the | 
' deposites, has exercised a power which is uneon- 


stitutional and dangerous to the liberties of the 
people. _ . 
It may be said, sir, that the Senate ought not tọ 


| say this. Bat I will say, sir, that the Senate, in 
| its organization, is possessed of three characters: 


its legislative, its executive, and finally, its judicial 
character. Of these three, the most important I 
conceive to be its legislative character. And this 
will appear upon considering how strange would 
be the condition of this body in case ‘its powers 
were assailed by the Executive, if it could not pro- 
tect those powers, because we might be called on 
to perform certain judicial duties in case of im- 
peachment. The Senate israrely called on to act 
in its judicial character; I believe, sir, in forty 
years, it has thus acted only in three instances. 


the objection has any weight in it whatever, it 
would go to preveat the exercise of certain duties, 
because certain contingencies might arise—a posi- 
tion which ought not to prevail. It isnot intended 


į tes bv the Secretary, but if it be contended that it 


|| was done by his own authority, and of his own | 
| mind, I say he is flatly contradicted—contradicted | 
| by the President himself. 


Let us look at the case, sir. This measure, the 
removal of these deposites, was decided on on the 
: ]8-h September, and the order for that purpose 
| was formally given on the 26:h. I contend, sir, 

hat the Secretary ought to have stated the whole 
‘truth, and nota part only, as he has done. He 
| ought to have stated that his predecessor, Mr. Du- 
i ane, the particular friend of the President, selected 
| for his peculiar fitness for the office, had refused 
| to remove these deposites, and that he, the Secre- 
| tary, as his colleague, was by at the time. He 
| ought to have stated, too, that Mr, Duane was 
dismissed for his contumacy,and he, Mr. Taney, 


The President may perform an unconstitutional | 
act with very good intentions, and, therefore, if | 


to controvert the fact of the removal of the depos- | 


put in to do that which Mr. Duane would not do. 
Mr. Duane is a son of one of the fathers of the 
democracy of thecountry; he was dismissed from 
the Cabinet councils, and a man introduced who 
was an enemy to that democracy—a man who 
gave his vote against the admission of Missouri 
into the Union, without the slavery restriction, and 
who has been introduced for the purpose of prac- 
tising a system of proscription unexampled in the 
country. Itis this system of proscription which 
is making its way into the halls of legislation, dis- 
placing honest, faithful, and tried public servants, 
expelling fathers from their places, and depriving 
wives and children of support from their services. 
And I caution our Secretary to beware of a like 
fate. But, sir, I will tell him that if he dares to in- 
terfere with a hair of the head of asingle individual 
under him in regard to his opinions, Í myself will 
be the first man to move for his expulsion. The 
Secretary of the Treasury, sir, ought further to 
have stated that in the Cabinet deliberations upon 
the contemplated removal, the Secretaries were 
divided twoand two. What, sir, I ask, would the 
ministers of a foreign Government have done under 
similar circumstances? Why, sir, they would 
have resigned their seats and retired, and more es- 
pecially would they have done so, if there had been 
a cabal behind the throne, counteracting and sub- 
verting their best efforts for the good of their coun- 
try. There are no men in the country, sir, of 
honorable feelings, who would ‘not have given u 

their places with dignified pride on seeing the aule 
lions enter the palace, The Secretary ought to 
have to!d us, also, that this measure was ordered 
by the President and not by him. I will then in- 
quire, in the first place, into the power of the Sec- 


| retary to remove these deposites; and secondly, 


into the sufficiency of his reasons for that act. 
The Secretary says in his report, the power re- 
served “ to the Secretary over the deposites is not 
‘ restricted to any particular contingencies, but is 


“absolute and unconditional, as far as the stock-- 


‘holders’ interests are involved.” And again, the 
« power of the Secretary is unrestrained and that 
‘of Congress is totally excluded.” This, sir, is 
the Secretary’s owh statement of his own power. 
He comes before us expanding his own authority 
to its utmost dimensions, with what modesty will 
readily be seen. And who would have supposed 
that after excluding Congress from any participa- 
tion in it, and that he alone has the power, that he 
would yet admit the Executive into a share of the 
authority. Yet we find him when commenting 
upon the Executive authority, corseted up and 
squeezing himself into the most lady-like propor- 
tions; yet when commenting upon those of Con- 
gress, he distends himself like a balloon and flirts 
as if conscious of total irresponsibility. He says: 

« And as the Secretary of the Treasury presides 
‘over one of the executive departments of the 
< Government, and as his power over this subject 
‘ forms a part of the executive duties of his office, 
‘the manner in which it is exercised must be sub- 


| ject to the supervision of the officer to whem the 


‘Constitution has confided the whole executive 
‘power, and has required to take care that the 
‘laws be faithfully executed.” 

Now, sir, the Secretary is in one of the depart- 
ments, and yet he mistakes its true character. 
Where, Lask, and in what law does he find it es- 
tablished as an executive department? Congress 
has totally exeluded the President from all control 
over the Treasury Department. The Secretary is 


| the-financial agent of Congress; makes his reports 


to Congress, and it is within their exclusive con- 


‘trol. In some instances, I admit, sir, Congress has 


placed him under the supervision of the President 
—in some things which he is directed to do, in re- 
gard to the negotiation of loans, for instance; but 
he is never placed in that situation except expressly 
and by some positive law. Trend from the law 
on Thursday that the moneys of the United States 
were confided by law to the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States. It is not trne that the public moneys 
are put under the care of the Secretary; they are 
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care of the Treasurer of į 
Now, if the Secretary is | 
vested with a power by which Congress is prohib- | 
ited from acting with him, upon what ground can | 
he callon the President to do it? But the Secre- | 
tary says, “The powerover the place of deposite 
‘for the public money would seem properly to be- 
‘long to the legislative department of the Govern- 
ement.” If.this power then belongs exclusively to | 
‘the legislative, how does the executive derive any |i 
authority? Sir, I deny the correct interpretation 
of this power as claimed by the Secretary. _ Con- 
gress has not given up its powers over the Treas- 
. ury of thecounty. How stands the matter, then? |! 
The charter of the Bank of the United States says 
that the moneys of the United States shall be | 


always placed. under the 
the United States alone. 


deposited in that bank, unless the Secretary shall || 
otherwise order and direct; and incase of removal |! 


he is to report his reasons. Towhom? Why,to | 
Congress. Why was not the power and absolute 
control given to the Secretary himself? Why, | 
because the Secretary is the agent and financial į 
sentinel of Congress appointed to watch over the | 
‘Treasury, and in case prompt action might be i 
necessary, where the treasure of the nation was in | 
danger, to remove it to a place of safety, but to | 
report to Congress his reasons for so doing. Sir, 

` does not all this prove that Congress intended that 
the Secretary should act in obedience to the in- i 
junctions contained in the charter of the bank, í 
and upon the obligation of giving the reasons | 
which led him to the act? [t is important to 
discriminate between the parties to this con- | 
tract, the Government and the stockholders of | 
the bank. The power given for the removal | 
of the public deposites is a reservation for the 
benefit of the people, riot the stockholders. Ias- | 
sume this principle then: that there being two 
parties to this qharter, which is for the benefit | 
of the people, those which are for the benefit | 
of the people Congress may control and mod- 
ify as they please. But the Secretary contends 
that he alone should exercise this power. Con- | 
gress has said to the bank, we put the money 
of the nation in your keeping, but place it un- 
der the care of our agent. And was it material 
to the bank who that agent should be? or 
whether any Secretary should be the agent? It | 
is no matter to the bank who the agent is. Sup- 
pose the office of the Secretary of the Treasury 
should be abolished, and the duties of his office 
were assigned by law to either of the other | 
Secretaries, could the bank complain? The Sec- 
retary is the mere agent. The substance, the 
essence is reserved to Congress. Suppose a cor- | 
rupt understanding should be had with the Secre- 
tary in relation to the appropriation of the public 
money, has Congress no contro! over it? Sup- 
pose the bank refuses to fulfill its engagements | 
and is faithless to its trust, has Congress no power 
to interpose? 

I contend that itis a universal principle in all 
contracts that your obligation to fulfill your part 
of the covenant rests on mine, and when you fail | 
to perform on your part fam discharged. And 
‘in either private or public contracts when either | 
party fails, the judicial tribunals of the country | 
must decide fairly and impartially between them. 

The doctrine of the Beeretary denying the |! 
powers of Congress in this case to be exercised || 
in any contingency, I oppose in every view, and 
assert that Congress possesses the right now to | 
withhold the public moneys from the impending |! 
danger. Asto the absolute power contended for | 
‘to himself alone, sir, it is contrary to the genius of | 
all our laws. I must be allowed to repeat that the | 
Secretary is the mere agent of Congress; the mere | 
substitute of Congress; bound to report to Con- | 

gress; responsible only to Congress; and by all the | 
i 
i 
i 


laws of principal and agent, his powers are no 

more extensive than are those whom he is chésen 

to represent. The Secretary, then, being the mere 

agent, there comes in another principle applicatle i 
to the case; and that is, that all agency is Hable to | 
revocation unless expressly declared to be irrevo- | 
cable. In this case there is no such clause, no! 
such provision superadded to the authority, but | 
the Secretary is called the agent in the ordinary | 
terms. And when, therefore, you haveascertained |; 
the measure of power of the principal, you have | 
discovered the utmost stretch offt which the agent fF 
can exercise. | 


| ment of debts due the United States. 


li trary responsibility? I come, then, to this conclu- 


| only three days in office, remove these deposites, 


This brings me to the clause on this subject, 
contained in thecharter. And here I will remark, 
that the whole instrument must be expounded 
together. The whole contract must be interpreted 
according to known rules. Then, Congress has 
the power to remove the deposites in times of dan- | 
ger, and when the provisions of the charter have 
been violated; but Congress would only have the 
right upon the known rales of principal and agent, 
and-upon one contingency, and that is, a breach ofe 
the contract upon the part of the bank. If we will 
look at the whole contract, we shall see that the | 
bank pays.a heavy bonus, engages to transmit the 
moneys of the Government from place to place 
free of charge. There are but two stipulations in | 
‘the contract to be performed on the part of the 
Government. The first is, that the bank shall 
have the use of the public deposites for twenty 
years, and its notes shall-be receivable in pay- 
If, then, 
the bank has performed its stipulations, both par- ; 
ties are bound by their mutual engagements. But 
suppose at the time of chartering the bank, it had 
been proclaimed, we have reserved the power of 
removing the deposites, and we give notice that 
the Secretary can remove them when he pleases, 
and if he refuses to do it, the President may re- 
move him; if this had been offered to the people, 
I ask, sir, would they have subscribed to the 
stock? Would they have risked their property 
upon the whim of any man, upon such an aroi- 


sion, that Congress has not parted with its power, 
but may modify it for the benefit of the people, 
and to prevent corrupt collusions. If all this be 
true, the Secretary being restrained in the exercise 
of the power, could only interfere in cases where | 
the principal could interfere. 
I proceed to the second point in the argument: |! 
the reasons which the Secretary has given for the 
removal of the deposites. And hereit is necessary 
to enter into this discussion with correct views of 
these reasons. And first, whatever the reasons 
are, they ought to be of a financial nature. When- 
ever Congress gives power to an agent, the extent 
of that power must be interpreted by the act giving 
him existence. If we view the Secretary, then, 
as a financial agent, we shall pretty quickly dis- 
pose of his reasons. But there is another princi- 
ple which we must take along with us in the dis- 
cussion. The Treasury Department is not one of 
the executive denartments of the Government. 
Its duties are to Congress; its reports and its re- 
sponsibilities are to Congress, and all this without |; 
acknowledging any assumption of authority by 
the Executive.. Whenever the Secretary of the 
Treasury is placed under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, itis by the requirements of positive laws, 
such as relate to loans, &c. With these guides 
before us, then, let us examine his reasons. The 
first reason given is the expiration of the charter. 
The Secretary says, that as the charter has only 
about two years anda half to run, it became neces- 
sary for him to interfere. A gentleman just | 
appointed, and but three days after coming into || 
H 

| 

i 

| 


office, perceives it necessary to do an act which || 
ought to require great experience and observation | 
to enable him to actrightly. And was not this a |! 
subject upon which it was proper for Congress to 
exercise its discretion? Upon what principle did 
the Secretary interfere with a case which was for 
the action of Congress alone? Wouldit not have 
been better to have waited sixty days? Why 
anticipate the approach of the session, which 
was only sixty days off, and when he had been 


because the charter would soon expire? 
admits the safety of the deposites, that there is no |, 
danger to be apprehended, and therefore he makes | 
out no case. i 

Sir, Is there a man here within the hearing of my | 
voice who doubts, that when the President issued |: 


his proclamation last September, instead of order- į 
ing a removal of the deposites, he had proclaimed 
there was no doubt of their safety in the bank, | 
the stability of the bank, and its capacity to meet | 
all its engagements—if this had been done, I say, | 
there is no doubt that all the trouble and distress 
under which the country is suffering would have :) 
been averted. The despatching of an agent last |: 
summer upon a secret mission made it necessary i! 
for the bank to guard against Executive interfer- ! 


ence. Was there no motive for waiting till Con- 
gress should convene? Did not a decent respect 
for Congress require that the Secretary should 
wait? Lefore turning the treasure of the nation 
out of doors, he ought to have procured an ade- 
quate place for its security, Í am sorry to say 
there is no doubt of the motive of this precipitate 
action. There is no doubt that the objecit was to 
place the public moneys were Congress could not 
restore them or displace them. If the 2d resolu- 
tion pass, or if it pass both branches of Congress, 
we shall see what the Secretary will do. The 
next reason given is, that the reélection of the 
President has decided this question, and that the 
people, by that act, intimated an expression against 
the bank. Admitting all this for a moment, and 
what will it amount to? Nothing more than that 
there should be no bank, or that the bank should 
not be renewed. But, l would ask, was the ques- 
tion of the removal of the deposites submitted to 
the people of the United States by thatact? Why, 
sir, this perpetual reference to the reélection of 
the President? Jt seems to be a favorite topic 
either with him or the Secretary. What right has 
the Secretary to look into it and be constantly 
recurring to it? Surely the immense majority he 
received ought to have satisfied them. Ít is only 
those who lost, who have reason to be dissatisfied. 
The winners surely ought to’ be content. For 
myself, sir, I have adopted this rule: when the 


i election is over and it is lost, I give it up, and 


think no more about it. | recognize in every free- 
man of this nation the right to vote for whom he 
pleases, and do as a freeman ought. 

But, Mr. President, if I show you that the ques- 
tion of rechartering the bank or that of the removal 
of the deposites were neither of them submitted 
to the people of the United States, what becomes 
of the argument of the Secretary on that subject? 
I refer, in the first place, to the annual message 
of the President in 1829. He says: 

‘‘ The charter of the Bank of the United States 
‘ expires in 1836, and its stockholders will most 
‘probably apply for a renewal of their privileges. 
tin order to avoid the evils resulting from pre- 
‘cipitancy in a measure involving such important 
‘principles and such deep pecuniary interests, I 
‘feel that L cannot, in justice to the parties inter- 
‘ested, too soon present it to the deliberate con- 
‘sideration of the Legislature and the people.” 

His attention is next drawn to the subject in 
1830 He says: 

«¢ Nothing has occurred to lesson in any degree 
‘the dangers which many of our citizens appre- 
‘hend from that institution, as at present organ- 
‘ized. . In the spirit of improvement and compro- 
‘mise which distinguishes our country and its 
‘institutions, it becomes us to inquire whether it 
‘be not possible to secure the advantages afforded 
“by the present bank, through the agency of a 
‘Bank of the United States, so modified in its 


| ‘principles and structure as to obviate constitu- 


‘tional and other objections ”’ 


So far from being opposed to any United States 
Bank, he admits the practicability of establishing 
a national bank based upon the public deposites, 
which shall be as useful as the present bank. All 
this, sir, you will perceive is non-committal. tt 


: does not embody his own opinions, but only those 


of a large part of the community. He thinks that 
a bank may be so organized as to obviate all con- 
stitutional objections. Here, sir, are three mes- 
sages alluding to this all-important subject, and if 
any man can ascertain from them what the opin- 
ions of the President were upon it, he must see 
through different spectacles- from those I am in the 
habit of using. Sir, |! affirm, that up to the last 
moment when the act for rechartering the bank 
was passed by Congress it was unknown what 
the President would do. 1 do not speak of those 
having his confidential ear, but of gentlemen in 
Congress.. In the message of 1831,-he says: 

“ Entertaining the opinions heretofore expressed 
‘in relation to the Bank of the United States as at 
‘present organized, | felt it my duty in my former 
‘messages frankly to disclose them, in order that 
‘the attentfon of the Legislature and the people 
‘should be seasonably directed to that important 


i subject, and that it might be considered and 


t finally disposed of in a manner best calculated to 
‘promote the ends of the Constitution and sub- 


‘serve the public interests. Having thus con- 
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€ scientiously discharged a constitutional duty, I | 
‘deem it proper on this occasion, without a more | 


‘ particular reference to the views of the subject || 


‘then expressed, to leave it for the present to the 
* investigation of an enlightened people and their 
* representatives,” 


These are all the messages until we have the | 
veto. 


[Here Mr. C. read various extracts from the 
veto message.] ; 

The Secretary says that the extensive credit pos- 
sessed by the Bank of the United States results 
from its being the Government depository, and its 
notes being made a legal tender in payment of 
debts due the United States. Now, sir, could you, 
by making your little Bank of the Metropolis the | 
public depository, and by enacting that its notes 
should be receivable for debts due the United 
States, could you make its notes five per cent. 
above par'in foreign countries? Sir, do not we 
know the real causes of the extensive credit of the 
United States Bank notes? Is it not its large cap- 
ital, its connection with the Government, and the 
ability with which it has been administered, but, 
above all, like the Bank of England and the Bank 
of Amsterdam, that, if there is anything wrong in 


its management, the Government will expose it? || 


These are the causes; and not that its notes are 
made receivable for debts due the United States. 
Another argument used is, the expansion of its 
powers and the contraction of its loans, and that 
all this is done for political effect. Sir, how does 
the Secretary know this? What is there to au- 
thorize this inference? Why does he seein every 
effortof the bank to protect itself that it is me you 
attack? What does he see in the people of this 
nation so corrupt as to justify the belief that they 
can be bought up by the money of thebank? Sir, 
every consideration required that the Secretary | 
should give a correct motive, never a wrong one. - 
Cannot every man account for the contraction of 
the loans of the bank, when the Government had | 
despatched an agent to pry into its concerns—and | 
such an agent! Sir, the power to remove the 
moneys, it 1s true, is with the Secretary; but to 
keep them is with the Treasurer. By the act of 
1789 he is put under an oath, and bound to fake 
care of the moneys. Sappose the Secretary usurps 


the power of the ‘Treasurer, and the moneys are | 


lost, is the Secretary liable? No, sir. 

The next objection is that the bank has devolved 
some of its duties upon the executive committee, 
which ought to be done by the whole board of 
directors. Now, sir, every bank doing’an ex- | 


change business in the United States has an ex- |; 


change committee. The directors meet and do the | 
ordinary business, and leave the presiding officer | 
to execute their directions. 
practice. But the Government directors are ex- | 
cluded! 
incompetent, inexperienced men, they cannot 
expect anything else. : 

The next objection is, the affair of the French 
bill. And this is a mere ordinary mercantile oper- ; 
ation; and the bank did no more than it was jus- 
tified by its charter in doing to preserve its credit. | 


Bat the bank is aiming at political power! Now, || 


sir, let us advert to what this reckless Secretary | 
says. [Here Mr. C. read from the Secretary’s 
report.) Where, sir, is the proof; where the posi- | 
tive evidence of this exercise of political power? 
Flas it come to this, that, ina country where there | 
is a free press, a public banking institution shall | 


not be permitted to publish articles in its own de- | 


fence, and upon the finances of thecountry Isiti over Labusha creek, in the Choctaw nation, on |: 


come to this, that a Secretary of the Treasury has | 
aright to animadvert upon publications made in | 
the press? Under what new sedition law has he 
donethis? Has he forgotten his party who passed 
that old law? and that the country is yet free? 

Here Mr. C.’s remarks were arrested by a mo- 
tion of Mr. POINDEXTER. to adjourn; which 
was agreed to. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpay, December 30, 1833. 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, appeared, qualified, . 
and took his seat. 


Mr. PLUMMER presented the petition of Jo- 


This is the invariable |: 


Well, sir, if the Government choose |; 


seph W. Hegeman, praying for a preépmtion right 
to land on Pawpaw alias Mynifes’ Island, situate in 
the Mississippi river, near the town of Vicksburg; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, : 
Ordered, That the petition of John K. Groff, 
praying for a preémption right to a certain tract of 
land, presented to the House at the last session, be 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of John 
Ellis, deceased, praying for the passage of a law 
authorizing them to locate three thousand and six 
hundred arpens on any of the unappropriated lands 
of Mississippi, Louisiana, or Arkansas, in lieu of 
a Spanish claim, reported by the Board of Com- 
missioners, and confirmed by an act of Congress, 
| which has been subsequently sold by the United 
States, presented at the last Congress, be referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the petition of Wm. L. S. Dear- 
ing, praying to be indemnified for the loss of his 
surveying instruments, field notes, &c., in Red 
river, presented to the last Congress, be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the petition of James S. Douglass, 
Stephen Douglass, William Flouse, Alford Doug- 
lass, Samuel House,and James Tant, praying for 
| the passage of a law giving them the right of pre- 
emption to one quarter section of land each, in lieu 


they were entitled toa preémption right, under the 
act of May 29th, 1830, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PLUMMER presented some additional 
testimony in support of said claims; which was 
referred to the same committee. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the petition of Hartwell Vick, of 


; ing to be indemnified for the loss of certain lands 
purchased by him from the General Government 


to be covered by a private land claim previously 
located, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 
Ordered, That the petition of Woodson Wren, 


emption right to locate a quantity of land on any 
of the unappropriated lands of Louisiana, Arkan- 
“sas, or Mississippi, in lieu of a claim confirmed to 
him by an act of the 2d session of the 21st Con- 


Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the account and accompanying 
documents of John C. Naylor, for services ren- 
' dered as clerk in the surveyor general’s office, 
South Tennessee, presented to the last Congress, 


| be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the papers and documents pre- 
sented to the last Congress, in support of the claim 
| of Right Fore, a citizen of Rankin county, Mis- 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 
claim of George Turnbull, for building a bridge 


the great mail route leading from New Orleans to 
Nashville, presented to the last Congress, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 
Ordered, That the petition of the 
tees of Oakland college, praying for a grant of land 


be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PLUMMER presented the petition of the 
president and trustees of Mississippi college, 
praying for a donation of land to said institution. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of that quantity sold by the Government, to which | 


Mississippi, presented to the last Congress, pray- | 


in 1818, which, on a resurvey in 1828, were found | 


| presented to the last Congress, praying for a pre- | 


gress, on the Bayou Biloxi, be referred to the | 


sissippi, and soldier of the last war,to a pension, | 
be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 


Ordered, That the documents in support of the | 


board of trus- 


to that institution, presented to the last Congress, : 


of granting to John A. Bares, of Claiborne county, 
Mississippi, a preémption right to purchase, at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, so much of 
a certain tract of land confirmed to John Anderton 
by the Board of Commissioners, under and by 
virtue of the provisions of an act of Congress, | 
passed March 3, 1803, as exceeds the quantity of 
six hundred and fifty acres. l 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. BINNEY presented the following memorial 
from several of the banks in Philadelphia. 


To the Senate and House of Represeniatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled: 
The memorial of the undersigned, the Presidents of the 

State Banks located in the city and county of Phil- 

_ adelphia, acting under the authority of the Boards 
of Directors of the several Banks, respectfully repre- 
sents: 

That they address themselves to your honorable 
bodies as the guardians of the general interests of 
the country, and as possessing alone the power of 
remedying the existing distress, and of averting 
the greater calamities which are obviously im- 
pending, 

That one of the first blessings a nation can pos- 
sess is a sound and well-regulated currency—the 
solid and sure reward of industry, and the uniform 

-measure of property; and it was not the least among 
the many advantages anticipated from thé Consti- 
tution that the whole Union would, by the legisla- 
tive power, be relieved and preserved from the 
dangers and disgrace of a depraved and irrespon- 
sible circulating medium. Such a sound currency 
this nation has enjoyed, by means of the Bank of 
the United States, established by the wisdom of 
Congress; and the peculiar occupation of the under- 
signed justifies them in stating their conviction 
that it is owing, in a great degree, to the judicious 
operations of that institution, that for ten years 
past our moneyed system has been so perfect— 
and that whether its solidity, its adaptation to the 
wants of all classes of the community, its facilities 
for internal commerce, and its protection against 
the vibrations of foreign trade be regarded, it has 
no superior inany country. It is, therefore, with 
deep regret that the undersigned are now con- 
strained to inform Congress that, in their belief, 
| this system, with the signal prosperity it has pro- 
duced, has undergonea sudden and painful change. 
| The moneyed operations of our commercial cities 
‘are almost at a stand; the commerce between the 
' States is again laboring under a tax, which must 
| continue increasing, of a loss on all its exchanges; 
i the circulating medium already begins to arrange 
itself on the scale of depreciation; while in the 
train of these evils,and not far behind them, may. 
be apprehended a general abandonment of specie 
payments. i 

In looking for the cause of this state of things, 
the undersigned feel no difficulty in naming that 
which is at once obvious and adequate. On the 
Ist of October last, the whole moneyed system of 
i this country commenced a total change. To the 
eye of a common observer, it seemed to be the 
| mere transfer of the public revenue from one bank 
; to many banks. Botit was, in fact, the disorgani- 
zation of the whole moneyed system and the 
whole revenue system of the country. Until the 
Ist of October, the revenue paid by the whole 
country was diffused by the bank and its branches 
throughout the whole community, to be used for 
the support of the industry of the whole, and 
gently recalled when needful for the service of the 
ii whole; while the bank, as the common friend of 
all sound State banks, uniting with and sustaining 


` 


| them, was enabled to supply an adequate circulat- 
: ing medium from its own resources, and to pre- 
| serve, in a uniform and sound condition, the issues 
: of the State iastitutions. Now, the public revenue 
is no longer diffused throughout the whole Union; 
it cannot even be advantageously used where it 
is collected; and the Bank of the United States, 
' whose expansive power and credit have been so 
| frequently employed to relieve the community, 
: must look necessarily and primarily to its own 
/) security. 

Happily for the country, the remedy for this 
distressing state of things is as evidentas the cause 
of it. The undersigned do not hesitate to express 
their belief, that as the removal of the deposites of | 
the United States from the Bank of the United 


ii 
i 
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ij 
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States is the real cause of this distress, 80 the 
restoration of them to that institution is the real, 
“and wiil be the effectual, remedy for them. With 
a view toremove from that measure all reasonable 
apprehension, the undersigned venture to request 
that the deposites of the public revenue now. in 
the State banks should remain with those institu- 
tions until withdrawn in the course of the public 
service, or as the wisdom of Congress may please 
to directs but that hereafter the accruing revenue 
of the United States should be collected and de- 
posited. in the Bank of the United States. And 
your memorialsts will ever pray. ; 
$ H. NIXON, 
President of the Bank of North America. 
ira JAMES DUNDAS, . 
President of the Commercial Bank of Penn. 
S. LAMB, 
President of the Mechanics’ Bank. 
ELIJAH DALLET, 
President of the Bank of Penn Township. 
THOMAS H. GRAIGE, 
and Mechanics’ Bank. 
Fi > 
President of Moyamensing Bank. 
W. MEREDITH, 
President of Schuylkill Bank. 
S. HARVEY, 
President of Bank of Germantown. 
J. TAGERT, 
of the Directors of the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank. 


President of Manufacturing 
J. HOI 


President, by order 


Mr. B. remarked, thatas the main question was 
under discussion, and no person could yet say 
what disposition would be made of it, and as he 
had no wish to embarrass the other proceedings of 
the House by any premature discussion, he would, 
for the present, move to have the resolution laid 
on the table and printed. 

Mr. POLK reminded the member from Penn- 
sylvania that the memorials on the same subject, 
from the president and directors of the bank, and 
from the Government directors, had already been 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
he would suggest that this should take the same 
course. Deprecating discussion on the subject 
now, he moved that the memorial should have the 
game reference. 

. The question on laying the memorial on the 
table was put, and negatived—ayes 79, noes not 
counted. 

The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 
< Mr. BOULDIN reported a bill for the relief of 
John Syme. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, for the relief of Chris- 
tian Ish; and 

Mr. WARDWELL, for the relief of Robert 
Reynolds; all which bills were severally read twice 
and committed, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with a report of evidence taken in the case of 
Charles Gibbs; which, on motion of 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, was referred to the Com- 
miitee on Claims. 

The SPEAKER also presented a report from 
the person appointed to superintend the works on 
Pennsylvania avenue; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


The House proceeded to consider the motion | 
of Mr. POLK, to recommit to the Committee of 
Ways and Means the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the removal of the deposites, to- 
gether with the following instructions to the com- 
mittee, moved by Mr. McDUFFIE: | 

‘To report a joint resolution providing that the | 
“public revenue hereafter collected be deposited | 
tin the Bank of the United States, in conformity 
t with the public faith pledged in the charter of the | 
t said bank.” 


Mr. POLK rose and said, in entering upon the 
discussion of this great question he would beg | 
leave to remind the House of the true state of the | 
question, and of the manner in which this discus- | 
sion was forced so prematurely upon us. The; 


The bank sent to us a memorial complaining that 
the removal was a violation of its chartered rights, 
and praying the restoration of the deposites. The. 
House, on full consideration, referred the memo- 
| rial to the Committee of Ways and Means for 
farther investigation. The Government directors 
of the bank also sent us a memorial, respecting 
the management of the institution, making grave 
and heavy charges against it—charges which, if 
| true, not only forfeit public confidence in the 
bank, but also its charter. After full considera- 
tion, this memorial was, by a large majority, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
for investigation. The letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, giving us his reasons for the removal 
of the deposites, was, in the first place, through a 
misunderstanding, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. But the 
House reconsidered this reference, and withdrew 
the paper from the Committee of the Whole, in 
order to refer it to the standing committee, The 
House had thus solemnly pronounced that it 
would not go into a discussion of the subject until 
a full investigation had been made by the standing 
committee; and at this stage of the proceeding, the 
| gentleman from South Carolina offered his instruc- 
tions to the standing committee, prejudging the 
question which was by that committee to be inves- 
tigated. 

"This course Mr. P. viewed as a departure, by 
| the bank, from the light of truth, It shunned the 
investigation which was preferred and invited, and 
the discussion was pressed now without any inves- 
tigation, Why was this course pursued? He 
was unwilling to attribute motives to others, but 
he would suggest that it might be deemed import- 
ant to bring on an early discussion in order to 
flood the country with inflammatory speeches, and. 
with statements of facts made up for the occasion. 
May it not, too, be deemed advisable, by a dis- 
cussion here, to fan the flame of the excitement, 
and to increase the panic of which we have heard 
so much. All understood the operation of this 
thing; on the same principle, the bank hoped, by 
turning its screws, to induce the people todo what 
they would not do except in the moment of ex- 
citement. Sir, are we children, not to understand 
what is going on out of this House? This day 
was presented to us a memorial praying the res- 
toration of the deposites from the same banks in 
Philadelphia which asked a renewal of the bank 
charter. What other object, he asked, can be at- 
tained by the course pursued—a speedy decision? 
This was the worst possible mode of reaching an 
early decision. If the standing committee pre- 
sented something definite and tangible for us to act 
upon, it would greatly facilitate and expedite the 
action of the House. One more preliminary remark 
he would make. The previous question had been 
called for, and gentlemen exclaimed, ‘Do you 
wish to gag us??? “But the very same gentlemen 
had, when the bill for rechartering the bank was 
before us, applied the previous question in order 
to cut off the debate. hat, toa, was a final ques- 
tion, and we were not allowed to offer any reasons 
against the passage of the bill. When the bank 
| had the majority here, no member was permitted 
to answer the argument of an honorable member 
in favor of the bill rechartering the bank. So, 
too, when the question of the safety of the public 
deposites in the United States Bank was before 
us, the previous question was moved, carried, and 
allargumentcut off. Although this was the course 
| of the friends of the bank, we are charged with 
endeavoring to avoid a discussion. But we do not 
seek to avoid it—we are desirous of a full and 
searching examination, and of an early decision. 
Bat we are called upon to do now what we ought 
to do after an examination—to pronounce a judg- 
ment in the case. Without examination the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina now comes forward 
and accuses the Secretary of the Treasury of false- 
hood in his statements relative to the concerns of 
the bank. E 

Forced, then, into the discussion thus prema- 
turely, he was obliged to occupy some time in 
noticing the arguments of the gentleman from 
| South Carolina, If delay should be the conse- 
quence, and the universal ruin which he predicts as 
the sure effect of delay should befall us, he and 


Secretary of the Treasury removed the public | 
deposites from the Bank of the United States. 


| his friends are alone answerable for it. If, said 
' Mr. P., 1 was sure that the House would now vote 


upon the question, 1 would resume my seat with- 
out a reply to the member from South Carolina, 
What was the end proposed by that gentleman’s 
motion he did not pretend to say. But its proto- 
type, the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Cum.ron,] answered asa hook to hang 
aspeech upon, and was then withdrawn. Whether 
this will take the same direction, I, of course, have 
no means of knowing. ; 
The gentleman from South Carolina assumes 
that the President, in reference to the removal of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, has acted as a 
usurper and a tyrant; he did not, however, fur- 
nish us the facts on which he grounds the accu- 
gation, but argued upon them as granted. In 
unmeasured terms he accused the President of 
tyranny, usurpation, and injustice, and seemed 
to be as much in a rage with him as the Dutch 
bully was with the lottery wheel. Like the Dutch- 
man, he seemed ready to break everything into 
smashes, and with about as much reason; for if,in 
some capricious turn of fortune’s wheel, the gen- 
tleman and his friends had obtained a prize, he 
would have pronounced it ‘as fair a thing as ever 
was.” It was easy to call hard names, but the 
President had too long and too faithfully served 
his country to be within the reach of such assaults. 
But the President is a usurper and a tyrant, and 
the Secretary of the Treasury, we are assured, is 
not responsible to the President, and is independ- 
entofhim. Now, I affirm, said Mr. P., that the 
Secretary of the Treasury is not independent of 
the President; and, furthermore, that if Congress 
should undertake to render him- so by expréss 
law, they would exceed their power, and their act 
would be void. Yes, sir, I affirm that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is not independent. The 
Secretary is appointed by the Executive authority 
of the country. 1 beg pardon of the House for 
entering into an argument to prove what has been 
acquiesced in for forty years—that the Secretary 
of the Treasury is dependent upon the President. 
Do gentlemen mean to say that the President has 
not the power to remove the Secretary of the 
Treasury from office? The Constitution, cn this 
point, says: “ The President shall nominate, and, 
‘byeand with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
‘shall appoint, ambassadors or other public min- 
‘isters, &c., and all other officers of the United 
‘States whose appointments are not herein other- 
< wise provided for,and which shall be established 
‘by law. But the Congress may, by law, vest 
‘the appointment of such inferior officers as they 
‘ think proper in the President alone, in the courts 
‘of law, or in the heads of Department.” The 
heads of Department were not inferior cficers, and 
Congress had no right to appoint them; Congress 
had no power to appoint any officer, and farther, 
they had no right to invest themselves with the 
power of appointing any officer. By what tenure 
does the Secretary of the Treasury hold his office? 
Although there was no express power given in 
the Constitution for the removal of that officer, 
yet it was evident that he held the office “ durante 
bene placito”’—during the pleasure of the President. 
The Judges of the Supreme Court hold their office 
by a different tenure—during good behavior; and 
from that express provision he derived an argu- 
ment that the Secretary of the Treasury did not 
hold by that tenure, but at the pleasure of the 
President. The tenure of the President and Vice 
President was expressly settled by the Constitu- 
tion—they hold for a term of years. But other ` 
officers hold during pleasure; so it was understood 
by the framers of the Constitution, and so it has 
been understood ever since. The appointing | 
power is the Executive power, and the appointing 
power must necessarily be the removing power. 
ifthe one branch had the power of appointment, 
and another of removal, endless confusion would 
be produced in the Government. The President 
“ shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted;™ can he do this by authorizing each officer 
to execute the law according to his own under- 
standing? In that case there would be no uni- 
formity or consistency in the action of the Gov- 
ernment. One Secretary would execute the em- 
bargo law, but another would say that in his 
conscience he believed the law to be unconstitu- 
tional, and, therefore, he was not bound to enforce 
it. Was it contemplated that each of the inferior 
officers should construe the law for himself? Did 
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the Constitution mean, as had been elsewhere sog- | 
gested, merely to empower the President to put | 
down resistance to the laws. Unquestionably this 
was one of his duties. But the President, | affirm, í 
cannot see that the laws are faithfully executed, | 
except as he understood them, and it was neces- 
sary for him to remove those assistants whose 
construction of the law differed from his own, 
and to put in others in their, places. Else how 
had it happened, upon the accession of each new 
President, that a new Cabinet was appointed? | 
Else how, in the great political revolution of 1801, | 
could the new President have brought into office a 
Cabinet of hisown; and how, without anew Cab- 
inet, would he have provided for the faithful exe- 
cution-of the laws? Sir,said Mr. Pox, these are 
questions so long settled that I fear 1 weary the | 
House by referring to them. How happens it | 
that the President is authorized to require the j 
opinions of his Cabinet in writing, if he has not a 
supervising power over them? The power of re- | 
moval is left with the President, because he is the 
Chief Executive, and is responsible to the country 
for the faithful execution of the laws. 

But it was said that the Treasury Department 
is differently organized from any other? What} 
power, then, has Congress over this officer? Con- 
gress, though they saw the public treasure wast- 
ing, and the officer unfaithful to his duty, have no 
power toreach him but by an impeachment. Must 
there be no method of removing the officer but by 
the tedious process of impeachment? I apprehend 
not, sir. The whole duties of the Secretary are 
executive; in their execution he is responsible to 
the Chief Executive, who is himself responsible to 
the country for the acts of his assistants. But let 
us reverse the question: suppose the President 
entertained a different opinion on this subject, and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had given no- 
tice that on a certain day he would remove the 
deposites, and to the President says I am inde- 
pendent of you, sir, and the bank charter gives 
me express power to remove the depusites. Sup- 
pose the President to fold hisarms, and say I have 
no power to interfere. What would be the indig- 
nation of the people at such conduct in the Presi- 
dent, on the supposition that the proposed measure | 
was deemed by them unnecessary and mischiev- 
ous? What, on the other hand, would be the 
hosannas of the bank if the President should say, 
I dismiss you, Mr. Secretary. But independently 
of these views, the power of removal is expressly 
recognized. It is an unqualified power, and if it 
can be exerted without reasons, surely it may be 
used with reasons. Gentlemen may differ as to 
the sufficiency of reasons, but there can be no dis- 
pute as to the power. The President is not em- 
powered to remove the Secretary at will by the 
charter of the bank, for such a provision would 
have looked to Congress as the source of the 
appointing and removing powe“; but the charter 
recognizes the power on the part of the President 
to remove theSecretary. It provides that in case 


|i for what purpose they were removed. 


The opinion was strongly expressed by these 
gentlemen that the President was responsible to 
the people for the conduct of the persons appointed 
to aid him in the executive departments. If any 
power of the President is settled beyond dispute, 
it was the power of overseeing and controlling 
those who execute the laws. [| take it, then, sir, 
continued Mr. P., that the power which the Pres- 


lative acts creating the Treasury Department, and 
has been acquiesced in from the commencement of 
the Government. Has the power been exerted 
without adequate reason? If the President uses 
his power capriciously he is responsible to the 
people; if he uses it corruptly he can be reached 
byimpeachment, But it is said that the Secretary 
is bound by law to make his annual report to Con- 
gress, and that by the bank charter he must pre- 
sent his reasons for removing the deposites to Con- 
gress, and that, therefore, he is independent of the 
President. But why does he make his report on 
the finances to Congress? Because this House is 
the money-raising House, and it was proper, there- 
fore, that he should lay before them the means of 
raising revenue, and the sums required for the 
public service. But does that supersede his re- 
sponsibility to the Executive? No, sir. But his 
reasons for removing the deposites must be pre- 
i sented to Congress. In the charter of the old 
| bank there was no provision requiring the Secre- 


‘| tary to deposite the public money in the United 


i States Bank. But he chose todo it in part. In 


| thé present bank the public money is to be de- 


‘and when he does he is to assign us a reason, 
i that we may know where he has put them, and 
We are 
| guardians of the public money, and we say to the 


i! Secretary, you must assign to us your reasons, 


i that we may see if you have acted properly. 


i Gentlemen had affected to regard the power of 
' removing the public deposites as one never before 
| exercised in this country. He would now under- 
| take to show that, from the days of Alexander 
| Hamilton to this time, all the Secretaries, prior 
! and subsequent to`the bank charters, had exer- 
: cised power over the public deposites, and that it 
| was never esteemed an arbitrary assumption of 
i power, but-a power the exercise of which was 
| necessary to preserve the currency from confusion. 
| He wouid show what were the views of those co- 
| temporary with the establishment of the present 
| bank in relation to the power of the Secretary of 
the Treasury over the deposites. Mr. Crawford, 
| in a letter dated February 13, 1817, asserts the 
power to control the bank by removing the public 
| money to the State banks. 
| In another letter to the Mechanics’ Bank of 
{ New York he claims the right to withdraw the 
i deposites and place them so as to equalize the 
| benefits derived from them, and to support the 
i credit of the State banks. In a report to Con- 


the office of Secretary becomes vacant by death, 
resignation, or removal, the deposites should ; 
be removed by another officer. The only ques- ; 
tion raised here, said Mr. Polk, by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, is the power of the President 
to remove the Secretary from office. The Presi 
dent is a usurper, a tyrant, yet he has done noth- 
ing more than the Constitution authorized him to 


do. Sir, I have taken some pains to collect the | 
views which were entertained on this subject by | 


those who framed the laws regulating the execu- 
tive departments. It was contended in Congress 


the Senate was as necessary to the removal as to 
the appointment of an officer. 
from Lloyd’s Debates extracts from the speeches 
of Messrs. Madison, Sedgwick, Fisher Ames 
Jackson, Gerry, and others, showing the opinion 
of those gentlemen on the very points now under 
discussion.] 


The passages in the authorities referred | 
to by Mr. Porx were not furnished to the | 


reporters for the Globe; and they have to 


regret, as a consequence, that it is not in | 


their power to give as perfect a report of 
Mr. P's excellent speech as they could 
have wished. ] 


i 
J 

i 

| 

by some member, that the advice and consent of | 
| 

[Mr. P. here read 

| 


: f December 10, 1817, Mr. Crawford gives 


| ing in certain banks in Philadelphia, New York, 
and the District of Columbia, to continue there for 
some time, in order to enable those banks to re- 
new specie payments. On the 16th of May, in 
the same year, the Secretary deposited five thou- 
| sand dollars in the Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town, which had not previously been a depository 
‘| of the public money. 

His reasons were communicated to Congress, 
in which the right was expressly asserted as a jus- 
tification for the act he had done. They were 
acquiesced in by Congress. But the bank did not 
|| then complain that there was any violation of their 
i| chartered rights being interfered with. No, the 
| bank had not then set themselves up as an antag- 

onist power to that of the Government. No, the 
|| bank had not then dared to attempt the control of 
all the monetary institutions of the country 7 when 
| these reasons were so presented they were then 
| deemed all satisfactory and all sufficient, and they 
i} established the full and complete power of the 
|! Secretary of the Treasury over the deposites. Mr. 
| P. here referred, in illustration of this position, to 
the letter of Mr. Secretary Crawford, communica- 


ident has in this case exerted, is clearly given by, 
|| the Constitution, is clearly conferred by the legis- 


| posited until the Secretary sees fit to withdraw it; | 


| Does this make him independent of the President? | 


ted in obedience to a call to that effect by Con- 
gress, on the 25th February, 1823, in which vari- 
| ous instances were cited to show that this power 
was used by his predecessors, and he particularly 
referred to the report presented in 1817, by Mr. 
Secretary Hamilton, who had claimed the right to 
remove the deposites as a peculiar province of the 
Government, even to sustain the credit of State 
Institutions, instancing several loans made by that 
eminemt statesman to the Georgetown Bank and 
others, and yet, said Mr. P., at that time no dis- 
satisfaction was ever expressed at the propriety of 
| the measures, or were they ever called in question. 
| There were, again, other instances of loans to the 
Bank of Columbia, the Bank of the Metropolis, 
, and other lodgments made, and still no complaint. 
! There was even a stronger instance in the case of 
the Bank of Alexandria, which had applied for a 
loan of $130,000 to save them from then impend- 
ing ruin. This relief was only afforded upon con- 
| sultation with the then President, for it appeared 
| in the correspondence between that bank and the 
; Treasury, he had written that the bank must wait 
for a day for an answer to the application, as he 
felt it his duty to communicate with the President, 
and.to obtain his order or sanction for complying 
with the application. Accordingly consultation 
was had with the President, he gave his sanction 
to it, and the loan was afforded. But this assump- 
tion of power on the part of Mr. Crawford had 
not altogether passed unobserved, or had not 
passed without notice of the Congress. It would 
be in the recollection of many, that a memorial 
had been presented by the celebrated N. Edwards, 
making grave charges against the Secretary. 
Amongst them was one that he had deposited in 
the local banks the public moneys, and in places 
where there were branches existing of the Bank 
of the United States. ‘The Secretary was then 
highly distinguished for his financial ability; he 
stood at this very time prominently before the 
country for the highest office in the gift of the 
“people. Did he then shrink from meeting this, 
and defending the exercise of the poyer? No. 
What was the conduct pursued when the charges 
were presented to the House? A committee was 
immediately raised, of which Governor Floyd, of 
Virginia, then a member of this House, was the 
chairman. Evidence was brought forth from 
various quarters from Missouri to establish what 
the Secretary had not attempted to conceal; for he 
bad sought to maintain this right, and the result 
was, after full investigation, a long report on the 
subject which fully justified him. 

It was useful and necessary to refer back to 
reminiscences of similar occurrences to those of. 
the present day, to see what was then thought and 
said upon them at that time, and contrast them 
with the present time. The power now exercised 
was theñ openly claimed, asserted, and exercised, 
without question and without complaint. Butnow, 
for the same exercise, the same sanction, the Presi- 
| dent is stigmatized as a tyrant, as a usurper, and 
the Secretary his most miserable instrument in 
an act which is styled nothing less than one of 
despotism—yes, of absolute despotism; and yet 
these acts, so stigmatized now, received the sanc- 
tion of Congress and of the nation, for no man 
then gainsaid the views taken either by Sec- 
retary Crawford or by Governor Floyd, though 
they were then engaged in all the heat engendered 
by party conflicts, No man then descended so low 
as to make the points now so gravely discussed. 
Mr. P. read various extracts from the report, and 
| commented at some length upon it, after which he 
referred to the correspondence between Secretary 
| Ingham and the bank, in which the same power 
to remove the deposites as exercised by his pre- 
decessors was claimed by him, and when hestated 
| that he would exercise it,” the bank was alto- 
gether silent upon that subject. Mr. Secretary 
| Ingham in that correspondence expressly endorsed 
! and ratified the former opinion of Secretary Craw- 
ford; and at the conclusion of his letter of 5th Oc- 
| tober, 1829, deprecates the idea of the bank being 
| made the engine of a political party—yes, an en- 
i gine of a political party! But before he (Mr. P.) 
| would have done he would have something to say 
upon the subject—something upon the political 
character of this purest of all institutions! If he 


i had succeeded in making himself understood, he 
| had shown that the exercise of the power by the 
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Secretary of the Treasury was only the exercise of | 
an ordinary and usual power. The President had 
also exercised the usual and ordinary power; he į 
had removed the Secretary of the Treasury for | 
refusing to act. Bat he begged pardon; if the 
argument of the member from South Carolina was || 
good, Mr. Duane was still Secretary; Mr. Taney 
had no authority at all. He, however, would con- 
‘tend that Mr. Duane was removed by the exercise 
of power that the President possessed, that this 
removal was a matter of right devolving upon the 
President, he having refused to act in conformity 
to his directions. Upon his removal Mr. Taney 
is appointed; the removal is made by him, or by 
his order, and yet it was asked by the member 
from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurriz,] “ Wasit 
the Secretary who done this act? No; it was the 
act of a tyrant, forsooth, and the Secretary Had no 
more agency in it than the iron pen with which 
the order was written.” But he (Mr. P.) would 
state that it was fortunate for the country, most 
fortunate for the individual himself, that his charac- 
ter stood too high to require anything to be added 
by him, or which would render it necessary to say 
more than that the present Secretary was not the 
person to be rendered the blind instrument of any 
man, be he whom he might. He was not such 
ablind instrument as was charged in this transac- 
tion. He could state, as he was authorized to do, 
that the opinions given by him, and upon which 
he had acted in the removal, were similar to those 
given by him, in writing, in the month of March 
previous, when he was Attorney General, when | 
consulted upon the subject as Cabinet minister. 
Well, then, was he to be blamed and thus stigma- 
tized for having honestly entertained the opinion || 
that the deposites ought to be removed, for | 
removing them, when, upon the refusal of Mr. 
Duane and his dismissal that he, appointed his 
successor, should do so? Yet for this removal a 
question upon which his mind had been Jong made || 
up, he was the ‘* miserable instrument of tyran- |} 
ny !’~he was to be stigmatized as “ one of those || 
miserabi@sycophants who literally crawled in 
their own slime to the footstool of Executive 
favor.” . 7 
(Mr. McDUIFIE here rose and said that this 
designation was not intended to be applied to the 
Secretary. ] f 
Mr. POLK continued, and said he was happy 
to hear such a disclaimer of an expression, but 
which must, therefore, apply to somebody else, he 
did not know whom; and proceeded to justify the 
course taken by Mr. Taney as one which he was 
induced to take, from having his opinion on the 
necessity of removal long made up, and which, ji 
being in full accordance with the opinion of the 
Chief Magistrate, he had carried into effect when 
appointed to office. Adverting to the argument 
and complaint that the contract made by the Gov- 
ernment with the bank had been violated, he de- |! 
hied that the contract was violated, and maintained 
at length ‘that it was a part of the agreement by 
which ‘the very power of removal was’ reserved 
expressly to the Secretary of the Treasury, as the 
agent of Government, and that was a part of the 
contract, that the Government could remove them 
at pleasure. ‘To this the bank had agreed, and it 
‘was no part of the contract that the deposites were 
to remain there; but, on the contrary, they might 
be removed. He referred to the fourteenth section 
of the charter of the bank, and argued to show that, 
under theprovision of that section, by which their 
notes were to be received in payment of Govern- 
ment duties, yet, if Congress passed a law that the | 
notes of the bank should not be received, they 
might do so, under cases of emergency, without 
being liable to a charge of viclating that contract; 
he apprehended it would not be any violation to 
pass such a law; and yet one was as much a con- 
tract as the other. After some further arguments 
in support of this view, Mr. P. said, before he 
would go into the consideration of the real ques- 
tion at issue, he was desirous to dispel from the 
minds of the House an insinuation that was as un~ 
founded as any that had been made by the bank, 
and which, if he was not mistaken, was an insin- 
uation that had been also made by the honorable 
member from South Carolina, [Mr. MeDurris.] 
Mr. P. here read an extract from the correspond- 
ence with the bank, which he pronounced to be |! 
false, and challenged the proof; he maintained the i 


i by himself, and, so far as he understood, by the 


; formed opinions adverse to the bank, because he 


| on that, his first public opportunity, to call the at- 


i was to break it? 


| the House and to the country, that every charge | 
made by the Secretary of the Treasury against the 


| or jesuitical arguments in his report, or from his 


proof could not.be produced. The charges against 
the President werefounded upon this; and shortly 
after he came into power the war of persecution 
was commenced. The President had committed 
the heinous crime of informing Congress, and 
through them the country, “that the constitution- 
ality and expediency of the bank were questioned 


*people.”” But was this a new opinion on this sub- 
ject, and for the first time entertained by the Pres- 
ident? No! Wasitonly an opinion formed be- 
tween the March at which he was elected and his 
first inauguration speech in the December follow- 
ing? No! The President’s opinion was a fact 
well known to many. It was known that he had 


thought it an institution which had too much 
power, and was'as unconstitutional as it might be 
dangerous to thecountry. The President’s opinion 
had been known long previous to this, and ex- 
pressed in the case of McColloh, in Maryland. It 
was matter of notoriety that he had so expressed 
himself to his friends at the Hermitage, and else- 
where; and when he came into power, and made 
his first inauguration speech, he felt it his duty 


tention of the country to the subject. In this he 
was only consistent throughout. What, then, 
became of the insinuation thus made in the bank 
manifesto, that the Government, failing to get pos- 
session of the funds of the bank, their next attempt 
Mr. P. here referred to the cor- 
respondence with the Portsmouth branch, from 
which he made various quotations, and upon 
which he commented at length, to show the views 


with which Secretary Ingham replied to the parent |! 


bank, asserting the right of the Government, un- 

der certain emergencies, as a right which pertained | 
to the Department; which, when disclaimed by 
the bank, was reasserted by Mr. Ingham, and 
the bank had, in consequence, by their letter to 
him of October, 1829, backed out of the ground 
which they had assumed, on the plea ‘that the ! 
circumstances were no longer applicable.” But he 
would again revert to this subject; and, as he could | 
not then conclude his remarks, and as it was sug- 
gested to him that the usual hour for the adjourn- 
ment of the House had arrived, before he would 
yield the floor for the purpose of having a motion 
for an adjournment mede, he pledged himself to 


bank would be established to the word—even to the 
letter; and that, so farfrom that personage—as was 


pronounced by the honorable member from South į; 
|| ters of land offices; when, upon his motion, the 


Carolina, but he. trusted, on reflection, he would 
retract—having giventothe world unfair,uncandid, 


having been guilty of falsehood or wilful suppres- 
sion of any fact, he (Mr. P.) would undertake to 
show the truth of every one of them, from docu- 
ments presented by the bank itself, so that, if 
there should have been any erroneous statement | 
in the report, the bank alone was the cause of it. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tusespay, December 31, 1833. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Asher P. Dedrick, 
and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his | 
papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, re- ! 
ported unfavorable to the petition of Thomas 
Talbert and others, for the loss of property by 
Indians, on the return of the petitioners from Mex- | 
ico. The petitioners alleged that they considered | 
the United States as underwriters for property 


lostin that manner by trading associations—a |j 


principle the committee did not recognize. The 
committee asked to be discharged from the further | 
consideration of the subject, and that the petition- | 
ers have leave to withdraw their papers; which | 
was agreed to. : 

Petitions and memorials were presented b 
Messrs. EWING, HENDRICKS, ROBBINS, 
McKEAN, WAGGAMAN, LINN, KING, of 
Alabama, and ROBINSON. 

Among the memorials was one from citizens of 


| 


| 
i 


Philadelphia, praying indemnity for French spoli- 
ations prior to 1800, which was referred to the 


Committee on Finance; and another from the 
State banks of said city, in reference to the mon- 


! eyed depression now experienced by the mercan- 
! tile community; which was also referred to the 


same committee. . 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
EWING: i 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General lay before 
the Senate a statement of the amount of money, 
ifany, which has been borrowed within the current 
year for the use of the Department, and that he 
designate the persons, or corporations, of whom 


| such loans (if any) may have been made, and the 


date, amount, and terms of each lean. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee gn Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


| expediency of extending the post route from Terre 


Haute to Crawfordsville, through Pleasant Hill, 
Newtown, Rob Roy, Attica, Williamsport, Greg- 
ory’s Settlement, and Parish’s Grove, to Bunkum, 
on the Iroquois, where it intersects the road from 
Vanville to Chicago. 

Mr. WRIGHT, fromthe Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 


| tion of the petition of Moses Shepherd, and that it 


be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals; 
which was agreed to, . 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
ported unfavorable to the petition of Daniel Brad- 
ley; which was partially read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relief of Hugh McGennis, with an amend- 


ment. 
|| Mr. FORSYTH presented the credentials of 
| Joun P. Kine, recently elected a Senator from 


Georgia, which were read, when Mr. Kina was 
qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin G. 
Winter. . : 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Green Der- 
rington, and that the petitioner have leave to with- 
draw his papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 
tee, reported unfavorably to the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri, with regard to the regis- 


committee were discharged from the further con- 


| sideration of the same, . 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 
tee, made a similar report with regard to the me- 
morial of the trustees of Union College in Illinois, 
and St. Charles College, and asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of thesame; which 
was agreed to. ee 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John Timberlane 
of Indiana; which was read and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIPTON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Military Affairs 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of an 


appropriatign for paying two companies of volun- 


i| teers, commanded by Captains McGeorge and 


Siegler, of the State of Indiana, for service ren- 
dered against the hostile Indians in the year 1832. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 


i| KING, of Alabama: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
demnifying the heirs of J. Phillips and W. Walker, 
for losses by them sustained by the depredations 
of the Creek Indians. l 

_The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Commissioner of the Publie 
Buildings; which was laid on the table. 

The Senate then took up the resolution offered 
yesterday by Mr.“ WILKINS, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to pro- 
cure, for the use of the members of the Senate not 
heretofore supplied, one copy each of the Debates 


"on the adoption of the Federal Constitution. 
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Which was considered and adopted. 
_ Mr. EWING submitted the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State lay before 
the Senate a copy of the commission under which 
William J. Duane lately acted as Secretary of the 
Treasury, and a copy of the commission under 
which Roger B. Taney now acts as Secretary. 


Mr. EWING asked for the unanimous consent 
of the Senate for its immediate consideration, which 
being objected to by Mr. KING, of Alabama, the 
resolution lies one day, of course. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was 
Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it 
adjourn until Thursday. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read the first and second time, and 
referred to the appropriate committees, viz: 

A biil granting pensions to certain persons. 

A bill tor the relief of Samuel ‘Thomson. 

A bill for the relief of George Chinn. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Shepley. 
~ A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Robert Le Baine. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Richardson. 

A bill for the relief of William S. Anderson. 

A bill for the relief of George H. Jennings. 

A bill for the relief of James H. Brewer. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
James Morison, deceased. ~ 

A bill for the relief of John Thomson. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Bagner, executor 
of N. P. Vaughan. 

A bill for the relief of Peregrine Garner. 

A bill for the relief of Edward Willett. 

A bill for the relief of the administrator of Sam- 
uel Burr, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John H. Maguire. 

A bill for the relief of Russell Hunt, David Hunt, |: 
and Amos Hunt. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey. 

A bill for the relief of John Bills. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and 
William Palmer. 

_A bill for the relief of Branset Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper. 

A bill for the relief of Martin Bailey and others. 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Small. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


Mr. CLAY concluded, as follows: 

I have but a few words more, Mr. President, to 
say upon this subject, and it cannot afford yourself 
and the Senate more pleasure than it does me, 
from the fatigue of the two last days, from which 
I have‘not yet recovered. I attempted to show, 
yesterday, that the Secretary of the Treasury had 
no right to remove the public deposites, and then 
that the reasons he had given for exercising that į 
power was insufficient, It remains for me now 
to examine the manner in which he has exercised 
the power. While the money of the United States 
was in the Bank of the United States, it was so 
much added to the effective capital of the bank, 
and it was enabled, by means of its branches, to 
distribute its capital, and also the benefits of its 
capital, into all parts of the country, for the bene- 
fit of the people. This use of the capital of the |; 
United States is of the utmost importance to the |; 
people, and especially in the section from which I 
come, where the moneyed wants of the people are 
great. While the bank exists, with its ample 
means and resources, this western want is sup- 
plied by means of its branches, and it has hitherto 
been of the greatest benefit to them, by increasing 
their industry and stimulating their enterprise. 
When the process of abridging these facilities and 
these meana shall have been completed, there wil 
be a degree of distress and embarrassment in the 
country which no language can describe. By this | 
exercise of power by the Secretary, this use of the 
capital of the bank and of the nation 1s withdrawn } 
from the bank and its branches, and placed in local ʻi 
banks in the large cities and on the sea-board, and || 
the people are prevented from having the use of | 
it. The city of New York, particularly, will de- |. 
rive almost the whole benefit from 1t; or, rather, | 
a few local banks in one single port will have the | 
exclusive use of one moiety of the whole revenue |; 
of the United States. Upwards of three months ;; 
have elapsed since the removal of the deposites, |: 


ie 
| 


and yet we aretold by the Secretary, in his report, 
that arrangements have not yet been made in all 
the ports of the United States for receiving the pub- | 


| He moneys, and that in one port, that of Charles- 


ton, there have been no such arrangements made. 
Wher, sir, are the collector’s bonds put in Charles- 
ton? Where is the money placed which has been 
removed from the Bank of the United States, and 
who has the care of it in Charleston? Although 
three months have elapsed since this act was done, 
the Secretary has not yet obtained copies of the 
charters of the banks selected by him as the depos- į 
itories of the public money. Can there be any- 
thing more dangerous or improvident than to order 
the public moneys into the vaults of particular | 
banks without knowing the extent of their powers, 
their liabilities, their obligations, or when their 
charters expire? Yet he says that when their 
charters are received he will communicate them. 
But, sir, he ought to have seen first what were 
their powers, their duties, the extent to which they 
could lawfully contract, theirdebts, and the amount 
of specie in their vaults. But he says he has found 
some banks with whom he has contracted; and the 
very first step he has taken is in open violation of 


| an express statute of the United States. 


[I will thank the Secretary to get the act of Ist 
May, 1820.] 

By this law, sir, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
as well as the other Secretaries, are prohibited from 
making any contracts whatever. The provision I 


| allude to is as follows: 


“ Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no con- 
‘t tract shall hereafter be made by the Secretary of 
t State, or of the Treasury, or of the Department of 
© War, or the Navy, except under a law authorizing 
‘ the same, or under an appropriation adequate to 
‘its fulfillment, and excepting, also, contracts for | 
‘the subsistence and clothing of the Army and 
‘ Navy, and contracts by the quartermaster’s de- 
t partment, which may be made by the Secretaries 
< of these Departments.’ 


Thus, by this act, the Secretaries are expressly 
forbid to contract unless by express authority of 
law. 

Where, then, is the law. and under what author- 


| ity has this Secretdry undertaken to make these 


contracts? Is it that because the power is given 
to the Secretary to remove the deposites it carries 
with it an implication to repeal this law? 

Sir, if it be possible that the provisions of a prior 
statute can be construed to repeal a subsequent 
one; it would apply equally to the Treasurer of the 
United States. It is the Treasurer who’has the care 
and custody of the Treasury. What, sir, let me 
inquire, is the theory of the Treasury? It is this: 
It is the legislative department. The Secretary 
has authority to draw warrants. It is the duty of 
the Comptroller to countersign them. The regis- 


i ter records the warrants, and finally the Treasurer 


is required to pay the warrants thus registered, 
and not. otherwise. Why all this caution? Be- 
cause the Constitution requires that no money shall 
be drawn from the Treasury except in pursuance 
of appropriations made by law. This provision 
of the Constitution would be nugatory without 
these four checks, each upon the other. When 
the Treasurer is thus made the officer to pay the | 
moneys, he is the man to take care of them? IfI 
am right, then, the contract of the Secretary with 
the banks is void: Ist. Because he had no power 
to remove the deposites, and next because the act 


‘is in violation of the law of 1820. The Secretary 
| has no more power than the law gives him, and if 
|! he makes a contract when he has no power, it is | 
i| void. i 
‘claimed by the Secretary for this usurpation. It 
| implies the repeal of the act of 182 


But let us look at the implied powers 


0—and here 
again the necessity for a little patience by the Sec- 
retary in exercising this power is manifest. Con- 
gress had the powers assumed by him, and could 


} 
| 
1 
1 


have passed a Jaw and specified the terms upon 
which the deposites should be made in the other 
banks, the bonus which should be given by them, | 
the interest which should be paid, and the security 
which they should give, as well as any other terms 
which might be thought necessary. But acting | 
in direct violation of the charter, and assuming | 
powers not granted to him, he anticipates the | 
meeting of Congress, and now it has become ne- 


| 


i! for convenience, the one nearest me, 


{| 


|| is 500,000 
cessary for Congress to look into the terms of ii stock-notes 


these contracts. But suppose I am wrong in the 
position I have taken, and the Secretary had the 
power assumed: I will show, sir, that a more in- 
judicious contract could not have been entered 
into by a man possessing the least soundness of 
judgment or discretion. 

{Here Mr. C. read the terms on which the de- 
posite banks would receive each other’s notes.] 

Instead ofthe Bank of the United States, whose . 
credit is uniform, and whose notes circulate every- 
where; instead of stipulating to do for the Govern- 
ment what the Bank of.the United States does, - 
they only stipulate to receive, for the time being, 
the notes of banks in their immediate vicinity, 
Now, they may receive these notes to-day and re- 
fuse to do so to-morrow. But the Secretary says, 
it is important to have in due time a paper circu- 
lation, to be substituted for that of the Bank of 
the United States, and intimates that it may bea 
„better paper. 

(Here Mr. C. read ‘that the banks were to 
submit their books and papers to the inspection 
of the Government agents,” &c.]} 

In lieu of the ample means furnished in the 
charter of the Bank of the United States, the Sec- 
retary has contracted with banks without seeing 
their charters, or knowing anything about it. 

[Here Mr. C. read ‘* that if the deposites shall 
at any time exceed half the capital of said bank, it 
shall give security,” &c.] Daa 

Here the officer charged with the care of the 
public moneys is found placing them in the hands 
of banks instead of procuring prior security, but 
says the security is to be given afterwards, when 
the deposites shall exceed half their capital. The 
public funds have no security but the stock and 
bonds, and when they are gone the money is lost. 
Sir, a school-boy would not dispose of his father’s 
money in so loose and unguarded a manner; a 
freshman would not be so unmindful of paternal 
regards. 

{Here Mr. C. read “that the banks were to 
transfer the funds to other banks, as may be 
wished, reasonable notice being first given,” &c.} 

Now, according to the charter of the United 
States Bank, no such notice as this is required. 
| In its origin, I believe, Mr. Crawford did give 
! this notice, but it is not done now. Whatisa 
i reasonable notice? Cannot any one of these 
banks shelter itself behind what it may deem rea- _ 
sonable notice, when unable to comply with its 
contract? 

[Here Mr. C. quoted the remarks relative to . 
the compensation to be paid to the agents ap- 
| pointed to investigate, &c. 

Here, then, is the whole scheme developed. It 
is to introduce the safety-fund scheme of New 
York that these banks are to be leagued together. 
They are to submit their books to the exam- 
ination of the Government agent or agents, and 
this league of banks is to pay these agents such 
amount of salary, not as Congress shall determine, 
but as the Secretary shall say. Sir, can you 
conceive of a more dangerous power distributed 
through the country, acting under one common 
direction, than exists here? And what State, 
sir, choosing to exercise its own authority over 
the banks of its own creation, will authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to exert such a power 
over their own creations? Sir, one of these very 
banks (the Union Bank of Baltimore) has al- 
ready done what the old Bank of the United 
States never dared todo. It has stepped forward 
by its president, in defence of the Secretary, in 
opposition to an article in the National Intelli- 
gencer. And what has been said? Nothing. 
Sir, if the Secretary wants to purify the press, 
i let him first apply the remedy to the official or- 
gan, to the press nearest him; let him first cleanse 
the Augean stable in hia own vicinity, and when 
he has done that, if his powers are not then ex- 
| hausted, he can attend to the correction of others. 
i Allow me, sir, to call your attention to one of the 


i| banks selected by the Secretary as one of the 


i 


i I will take, 


the Bank of 
| the Metropolis. By its ‘charter this bank is re- 
mmunicate its condition annually to 
Its last communication was made 
two years ago. The capital of this bank, paid in, 
—how, it is not said. Whether in 
or money this deponent saith not. 


depositories of the public money. 


i quired to co 
| Congress. 
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Now, sir, what. do you suppose the amount of 
_ specie in its vaults to be? ‘The bank is at the 
seat of Government—made the depository of all 
the disbursing officers of the Government here— 
and what-do you suppose, sir, is the amount of 
specie in its vaults? Why, just ten thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-four dollars and seventy-six 
cents!!! - Here the Secretary of the Treasury, a 
modern. Tergot, withdraws the deposites from the 
United States Bank, with its capital thirty-five 
millions, and its specie of ten millions, and selects a 
. bank witha capital of $500,000, and only $10,000 
of specie; and this, too, is a bank with which a 
contract is made that, when the deposites in it 
shall. not exceed $250,000, it shall give security. 
Sir, we have got a most wonderful. man for our 
financier; a man, sir, who sits by and sees an 
officer-anxious to discharge his duties, refusing to 
obey the command of the Chief Magistrate where 


his conscience dictated he was wrong; a man in | 


trouble and distress, between his attachment to 
the President and -his duty to his country. He 
gees a case, too, (a most rare one, sir,) of a man 
preferring retirement to all the honors, emolu- 
ments, and patronage of office. He sees him 
driven from his office, and coolly slips into it 
himself, without remorse or sympathy. Sir, this 
. Secretary. discovers, after he has been but three 
days in office, that Mr. Madison, the Supreme 
Court,'the people, and all who have pronounced 
upon the expediency and constitutionality of the 
bank, have been wrong, and that he alone is right. 
He tells us that it is his solemn conviction that 
the bank is not in conformity to the Constitution, 
and, upon three days’ consideration, he diamisses 
the bank, scatters the treasure of the country, and 
undertakes to regulate the press, the morals of the 
eople, and the elective franchise. Anamountof 
abor which no one man ever before performed— 
a quantum of labor which no man ever before 
attempted. But, sir, let us look at the financial 
reasons of the Secretary. : 

He withdraws the public money from the United 
States Bank. He requires no bonus from the 
present depositories, and depreciates the stock of 
a bank in which the Government holds seven 
millions. Sir, I undertake to say, that if it be 
settled that these deposites are to remain in these 
banks permanently, their stocks will rise from ten 
to fifteen per cent., and in the same proportion our 
seven millions in the Bank of the United States 
willdepreciate. These, sir, are the certain results, 
To what extent theitem of unavailable funds which 
is annually reported will be run up, we shall see 
when the day of reckoning arrives. Now, sir, 
as I am anxious to dispose of this subject, let me 
ask what is it the duty of Congress to do? I ask 
if the proposition in the first resolution is not 
established? If the President has not assumed 
powers not granted to him by the Constitution and 
laws, and dangerous to the liberties of the people? 
And if I have not shown that the reasons of the 
Secretary are insufficient and unsatisfactory? Sir, 
the eyes and the hopes of the people are directed 
tous. Let us fulfill those hopes—let us meet their 
expectations. Sir, the people feel themselves 
deceived, betrayed, and their liberties in danger. 
They behold the rapid concentration of all the 
eos of Government in the hands of one man. 

y the positive authority of the Executive he 
controls the legislative action, and is engrossing the 
entire power of the Government. The question is 
now not what laws Congress shall pass, but what 
laws the Executive will not veto. What have we 
beheld here, sir? A faithful officer, fully compe- 
tent to do his duties—a man who had received, 
from the very company over whom he presided, a 
vote of thanks and a gratuity of $5,000 for his 
services—has been discharged from his presidency, 
and a man appointed in his stead totally unac- 
quainted with the duties of his office, and uppointed 
to propitiate the Executive authority. Sir, we 
behold around us the usual symptoms of approach- 
ing despotism—spies and informers are lurking 
among us. The incumbents in this place speak 
in the cautious whispers of trembling slaves instead 
of the open frankness and independence of manly 
freedom. Sir, the premonitory symptoms of des- 
potism are upon us—the collapsed state is rapidly 
approaching, and if we are not soon relieved we 
shall die, ignobly die, the contempt of mankind, 
unpitied, unwept, and unmoarned. 


Mr. BENTON moved an adjournment, which 


„was lost—ayes 15, noes 22. ; 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; after which it adjourned 
until Thursday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, December 31, 1833. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose and said: 
I hold in my hand, sir, the memorial of Noah 
Fletcher, formerly of Massachusetts, a citizen of 
this District, and recently employed asa clerk in 
the office of the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives. He represents that from his youth upward 
nearly the whole of his time has been employed 
in the public service—not in any post of honor or 
emolument, but of humble and laborious occupa~ 
tion as a clerk; that he has contracted in this 
place the relations of a husband and a father, and 


‘is surrounded by those who look to him for pro- 


tection and support, and that whatever he has been 
able to save from his earnings has become con- 
nected with the concerns of this community. The 
memorialist, said Mr. D.,is highly esteemed among 
the citizens of this place for probity and courtesy, 
and holds among the members of this body an 
honorable and respectable standing. He comes here 
demanding redress from this body, representing 
that he has been removed from his employment 
here without premonition, and,so far as he knows, 
without cause. He considers this House as the 
sanctuary of liberty, and that here every free 
citizen may come and lay hold of the horns of the 
altar. ‘Allow me to say, sir, that the eyes of this 
nation are always fixed with intense interest on 
this body as the last refuge and the strong hold 
of their constitutional liberties, To us they look 
for the dispensation of justice, confidently trusting 
that here there will be no wrong, no violence, no 
arbitrary use of power. Under all circumstances 
they rely upon us for protection, and think it 
enough to say to any one who lifts the scourge 
over them, I am an American citizen. Sir, it is 
one of the great privileges of American citizens to 
think and act according to their own judgment. 
This high prerogative we all claim, and whenever 
it is impugned, 1 hold it the peculiar duty of this 
House to defend it from the assaults of any power 
which may rise up in any quarter. No abuse of 
power should be tolerated by us. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, rose to a question of 
order. ‘Thegentleman was debating a proposition 
which was not before the House, whereas, by 
the 45th rule, a member, in presenting a petition, 
must confine himself to a statement of its con- 
tents, 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts must content himself with a brief state- 
ment of the contents of the memorial. 

Mr. DAVIS resumed. He was unwilling to 
excite any unpleasant feelings on the part of any- 
body, particularly of the learned member from 
Alabama. it was his intention to confine his re- 
marks to the contents of the paper. The memo- 
rialist alleges that the course pursued towards 
him has been arbitrary and unjust, and it seems 
proper to me that the House should entertain the 
memorial, and ask who has exercised this power. 
He says he was removed by an officer of this body, 
an individual who, within a few days, was elevated 
to a responsible office in this House. 

The SPEAKER here interposed. The gentle- 
man must limit his remarks to the contents of the 
memorial. 

Mr. DAVIS. That, sir, is my design. I am 
stating the reasons for which the memorial ought 
to be entertained. The memorialist goes on to 
represent that he has been removed without cause. 
It has not been alleged that he is incompetent to 
his duties, or unfaithful in their discharge, or that 
he has been uncourteous or disrespectful to the 
members of this House. On the other hand, it is 
universally admitted that he is a man of respectful 
and courteous deportment, and is seldom seen 
within this Hall. Well, sir, he has been removed 
by the exercise of an arbitrary power alone, and 
it becomes us to inquire whether the spirit of pro- 
Scription has entered these walls, and whether that 
despot has at length come here to crush its victims 
or mould them to its purpose.. The memorialist 
is a man of sensibility and of honor. But, sir, 1 


find myself so much restricted in my remarks by 
the rules of proceeding, that I cannot present to 
the House the considerations suggested by this 
topic. It is a topic of fearful moment. It con- 
cerns this House, as the last refuge of liberty, and 
therefore it ought not to be embarrassed by any 
mere questions of order. He sent the memorial 
to the Chair, and. requested its reading. 
The memorial was then read, as follows: 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives of the 
United States: 


The memorial _ and representation of Nosh 
Fletcher, late an. assistant clerk in the Clerk’s 
office of said House, respectfully sheweth— 

That in the year 1819, your memorialist was 
appointed by Thomas Dougherty, then Clerk of the 
House, as an assistant pro tempore, and that after- 
wards he was recognized by a resolution of said 
House, and directed to be continued in service; 
since which time, until Friday last, your memo- 
rialist has continued to discharge his duty with 
assiduity, and according to the best of his abilities, 
to the satisfaction of the late Clerk; and, so far a 
known, to the satisfaction of the members of the 
House: That on Friday last, your memorialist was 
dismissed from the service of the House by the 
present Clerk, without any reason assigned, and, 
as he alleges, without any good cause, and another 
person appointed in his place: That your memo- 
rialist considers this proceeding as oppressive, 
contrary to the good feelings of the House of 
Representatives, and against the true spirit of the 
Government under which we live. 

Your memorialist, therefore, feels it his duty 
to make this communication to the House, and 
claims its interposition. 

NOAH FLETCHER. 


Mr. DAVIS then offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That Noah Fletcher was removed 
from his office of assistant clerk in this House 
without any sufficient cause, and ought to be irm- 
mediately reinstated. 

The SPEAKER said a resolution was not in 
order. ` 

Mr. DAVIS. Itis in order to make some mo- 
tion to dispose of the subject of the memorial. 

Mr. CLAY rose to submit a remark. No mo- 
tion can be made accompanying a petition except 
one immediately relating to its reference. While 
up, sit-— 

"The SPEAKER interposed. ‘The motion is, I 
consider, in order, as it is connected with the sub- 
ject of the memorial presented. But it must lie 
on the table one day without unanimous assent 
to its consideration. : 

Mr. PATTON, of Virginia, asked whether it 
was now in order for him to move the reference 
of the memorial and motion to a select commit- 


tee. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion could be 
received to-morrow, as an amendment to the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


Mr. BAYLIES presented a memorial praying 
for an appropriation to be made for the removal 
of obstructions and placing buoys in Great Taun- 
ton river, which he moved to have referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MERCER objected to this reference, and 
moved that so much only of the memorial as re- 
lated to placing buoys, should be referred to that 
committee, and that the residue, in relation to the 
‘obstructions in the river, should be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

A desultory discussion arose as to the appro- 
priate duties of these respective committees, in 
which Messrs. SUTHERLAND, WHITTLE- 
SEY of Ohio, REED of Massachusetts, FOOT, 
HALL of North Carolina, SELDEN, and EW- 
ING, participated. 

And the question on the motion to refer to the 
Committee on Commerce was put and negatived— 
yeas 65, nays 76. a 

And the motion submitted by Mr. MERCER 
prevailed. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, presented the 
memorial of James D. Woodside, of Washing- 
ton city, on the subject of steam navigation and 
steam engines. Referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


73 


praying an appropr 


-© borand light-house at Sandy creek and at Salmon | 


river, on Lake Ontario, r 

Upon this memorial a'second lengthened dis- | 
cussion. of no public interest arose as to the | 
most appropriate committee to which it should be | 
referred, in which Messrs. SUTHERLAND, 
. MERCER, GORHAM, VINTON,SPEWART, | 
and BOULDIN participated. 

Mr. WARDWELL having moved that the 
memorial should be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, the question was ordered to be taken 
by yeas‘and nays, the motioh prevailed—yeas 105, 
nays 97. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to refer to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs the petition and ac- 
companying documents of John McCartney, of 
Madison county, in that State, asking indemnity 
for certain property taken by a military oficer of 
the United States on Cherokee lands; which was 
referred accordingly. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Paul 
Poissot; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and the 
bill and report ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private |; 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the |i 


claim of Benjamin Oden, representative of Wil- 
liam Williams;~and, on motion, the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DUNCAN reporte 
emption rights to certain settlers, 
Mr. MARSHALL, a bill for the relief of the 
heirs or legal representatives of Doctor Berrien, 
deceased. 

Mr. FOOT, a bill for the relief of Atwater Dag- 
gett and others, owners of the brig Flero. 

Mr. HUBBARD, a bill to refund tonnage du- 
ties in certain cases, 


zens who have lost property by depredations com- 
mitted on their property by Indian tribes. 

Mr. POLK, a bill malting appropriations for the 
Indian department for 1834, and for the naval | 
service. 

Mr, BINNEY, a bill returning duties paid on 
certain pieces of sculpture. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, a bill for th 
Frederick Raymer. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, a bill for the relief of | 
Antoine Crozet and Abraham Kinkle. 

Mr. McKAY, of N. C.a bill making appro- | 


e relief of 


priation fora marine hospitab near Wilmington, fi 


North Carolina; and 
Mr. SUTHERLAND, bills regulating compen- 


sation of certain officers of revenue cutters; for |, 


the relief of the owners and crew of the schooner 
Adamant; and for the relief of Henry Gardner. 


All which bills were severally read twice and com- |: 


mitted. 


The bill making appropriations in part for the |i 


service of Government for 1834, commonly called | 
the House appropriation bill, and the bill granting 
certain lahds in Ohio to that State for the support 
of schools, were severally read a third time, and 
passed. After which, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 2, 1834. 


Representatives, 
which had passed 
ferred to appropriate committees. 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of John Hag- | 
erty and David Austin. . 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons. | 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill for appropriat- 
ing certain sums of money for the improvement 
of roads in Arkansas Territory. 


“Dill sranti ree || : n 
d a bill granting pre- |) marks, moved that the subject of a penal code for || 


| revolutionary war. 
aeni PR in i oe Aastra 
Pent WEBSTER, kom ae Gomm a Re Fi | the United States for the district of Mississippi, 
ey reported a rom the Flouse of Repre- || to be hereafter held at Jackson, the seat of govern- 
sentatives in favor of George Chinn, without `! ment of that State 


Mr. NAUDAIN fromthe Committee on Claims, 


=: Se = : = 
{| compensation to Joseph. T. Cirtick, fora boar taken 


reporied a bill for the relief ofAndrew Rappalye. || from him by the officers of the Geieral -Govern- 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, made an unfavorable report upon | 


| the petition of Daniel Rhode; which was con- | 


curred‘in. i 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, madé an unfavorable report upon | 
the petition of sundry citizens of Mobile, in Ala- 
bama; which, on motion of | 
Mr. K!NG, of Alabama, was 
table. i 
Ms. TOMLINSON submitted the followlng res- | 
olution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary : 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency : 
of compensating Paineas ‘Taylor, of Danbury, in; 


laid upon the | 


the State of Connecticut, for a horse and other `! 


property taken from him for public use during the ; 


amendment. j 
Petitions and memorials were presented by ' 


! Messrs. KNIGHT, TOMLINSON, MOORE, 


| 
| 


toa lj 
|; to the 
| which was ordered accordingly. : 
SIDENT presented a memorial :| 
_from the Legislature of Missouri, relative to the || and Siegler, of the State of Indiana, for service 
| navigation of the Mississippi; which was read, | 


Ai) ene. Sime wavaterorsandey cls ue Soe an nan eC. 


: by the United States trustees on certain property | 


! Grittenden’s company of volunteers, in the Semi- || 


i 
| 


1 


ii the same. 


ROBBINS, LINN, KENT, TIPTON, FOR- | 
SYTH, and WILKINS. 

Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he should to- 
morrow ask for Jeave to introduce a bill for the 
amendment of the laws regulating the Post Office 
Department. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, the memorial | 


of James H. McCulloh, which had been laid upon |; 
| the table, was referred to the Committee on Com- | 


merce 


Mr. CHAMBERS, after some explanatory re- 


the District of Columbia, which had been referred 
joint committee of both Houses, be referred 
Committee on the District of Columbia; | 


es 
RE 


Tne VICE P 


Mr, SOU THA RD, from the Committee on Na- | 


val Affairs, asked to be discharged from the fur- | 


ther consideration of the petition of —— Ander- | 
son, and that it be referred to the Committee on | 
Claims. 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, | 
reported a bill for the relief of Felix Spencer; | 
which was read twice and committed. ` | 


Mr. TIPTON offered the following resolution: i 
Resolved, That the Committee on.Claims be in- j 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting | 
indemnity to Samuel and James Smith, of Indiana, | 
for improvements made by them on property of 
the United States, under a lease given ‘claimants 


| 

of the United States. | 
Mr. TIPTON offered the following resolation: 

I 


y sergeant in Captain Robert E. | 
nole campaign. | 

Mr. SPRAGUE submitted the following reso- | 
lation: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
directed to communicate to the Senate, so faras | 
the documents and returns received will permit, | 


the amount of trade between the United States | 


and the British North American colonies, the | 


z | British West Indies, the Danish West Indies, and | 
Y E hi > A z 
A: message bee Fee COT mary nila i, the Swedish West Indies, since the 30th day of 


that House; which were re- |i 


1832—distingaishing the amount of | 


September, e | 
British, and other foreign tonnage, 


American, 
which has en 


places respectively, or the West Indies generally. | 


Also, the amount of imports and exports of Amer- | 


ican and foreign produce, distinguishing between | 
Mr. LINN submitted the following resolu- | 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- , 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making : 


tered and departed to and from these « 


i 


| liam Johnston having been call 


ment during the last war with Great Britain. 

A bill from the House of Representatives making 
appropriation for the use of Congress, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 


| nance 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the bill for the 
relief of Mountjoy Bailey be taken up; but upon 
the suggestion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, it was 
again laid on the table. 

_ A bill from the House of Representatives, grant- 
ing certain lands in the Connecticut reserve, in 
Ohio, for the use of schools, was read twice, and 
referred. 

_ Mr. BLACK introduced the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Comfnittee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
direciing by law the terms of the district court of 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution offered on Tuesday by Mr. HEN- 
DRICKS, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the’ 
expediency of extending the post route from Terre 
Haute to Crawfordsville, through Pleasant Hill, 
Newtown, Rob Roy, Attica, Williamsport, Greg- 
ory’s Settlement, and Parish’s Grove, to Bunkum, 
on the lroquois, where it intersects the read from 
Vanville to Chicago. Í 

Which resolution was adopted. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


:| TIPTON, on Tuesday, was taken up and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Comthittee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquiye into the expediency 
of an appropriation for paying two companies of ` 
volunteers, commanded by Captains McGeorge 


rendered against the hostile Indians in the year ` 
1832. 

The following resolution of Mr. EWING was ` 
then taken up, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State lay before 
the Senate a copy of the commission under which 
William J. Duane lately acted as Secretary of the 


i| Treasury, and a copy of the commission under 


which Roger B. Taney now acts as Secretary. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. KING, 
of Alabama, was taken up and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
demnifying the heirsofJ. Phillips and W. Walker, 
for losses by them sustained by the depredations 
of the Creek Indians. ce 

The following resolution offered by Mr. EWING, 
was taken up and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General lay before 


| the Senate a statement of the amount of money, 
if any, which has been borrowed within the 


current year for the use of the Department, and 
that he designate the persons, or corporations, of 
whom such loans (if any) may have been made, 
and the date, amount, and terms of each loan. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Bradley, reported 
by the Committee of Claims, was ordered to lie 
upon the table. 

Mr. KENT'S resolution, with regard to altering 
the Constitution of the United States, relative to 
the election of President and Vice President, was 
taken up, when the mover suggested the fact that 
a very important subject was now before theSen- 
ate, and as his resolation involved a principle of 

rreat moment, he moved that, for the present, the 
resolution be laid upon the table. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Rhoades and 
Jeremiah Austin being under consideration, Mr. 
GRUNDY made a few observations explanatory, 
when the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 


‘A bill for the relief of John Chandler and Wil- 


ed up, gave rise to a 
desultory conversation, in which Messrs, GRUN- 
DY, POINDEXTER, KING of Alabama, 
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CHAMBERS, and EWING participated, when 


i 


it was laid upon the table—yeas 22, nays 16. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy; which 
was read and laid on the table. 


REMOVAL OF PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 26:h 
ultimo. : 
~ The VICE PRESIDENT observed, that before 
the discussion was commenced, the Chair would 
take occasion to state that any expressions of 
their opinions or feelings by spectators in the Sen- 
ate Chamber, in regard to anything said in debate, 
were inconsistent with the order of the Senate, and 
could, ori to account, be tolerated. Under the 
hope that the officers of the House might have it 
in their power, by the “use of ordinary means, to 
suppress. any such acts, and being indisposed to 
confound the many respectable citizens who are 
obviously desirous of preserving the decorum 
demanded by their situation, with the few who 
are forgetful or unmindful of. their duty in this 
regard, the Chair had hitherto forborne to direct 
the galleries to be cleared upon the exhibition 
of such improprieties. The experience of the 
last few days, however, clearly indicated that such 
feelings could not be indulged with safety to the 
order of the Senate, and has induced the Chair 
to state that there must be perfect silence and 
order observed on the part of the spectators; and 
that if this admonition was in the least degree dis- 
regarded, the Chair would feel it to be a duty to 
take effectual measures to put a stop to the irregu- 
larity by directing the galleries to be immediately 
‘cleared. 

Mr: BENTON said he would take leave, before 
he took up the subject under debate, to vindicate 
an officer of the Senate who had been unjustly 
assailed, and who had not the right of speaking 
for himself, He alluded to the Secretary of the 
Senate, (Mr. Lowrie,] and to the threat publicly 


expressed in open debate bya Senator from Ken- i 


tucky [Mr. Cray] to move tv expel him from his 
office 1f he should remove any of his clerks for 
their political opinions. The threat implied a 
knowledge or belief that the Secretary intended to 
make such removals, when in point of fact no such 
intention existed. The Secretary now had every 
clerk in his office which was in it when he came 
in many years ago. He was living in the utmost 
harmony with these clerks, and could not but feel 


himself deeply wounded by a threat which raised | 


an implication which had no manner of existence. 
Mr. B. said that an acquaintance of fourteen years 
with the Secretary enabled him to say that he was 
incapable of the dishonorable conduct attributed, 
by implication, to him; that he was a high exem- 
plification of the character of a Christian and a gen- 
tleman, and would conscientiously discharge his 
duties to the Senate and his clerks without the 
slightest regard to unmerited threats. Mr. B, also 
spoke of the animadversion which had been made 
at the same time, and for the same cause, upon an 
officer of another body, [the Clerk of the Houge 
of Representatives.] Mr. B. was a stranger to 
him, knew nothing of what he had done, had no 
opinions to give as.to his conduct; but he would 
say, in vindication of the privileges of the House 
of Representatives, that the conduct of their Clerk 
belonged to them, not to the Senate, and that it 
was unparliamentary for the Senate to take notice 
of it. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to the order of the day, 
the resolutions submitted by a Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cray,] on the removal of the public 
deposites from the Bank of the United States, and 
asked for the reading of the resolutions. 

The Secretary reads— 

1. * Resolved, That by dismissing the late Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, because he would not, con- 
trary to his sense of his own duty, remove the 
money of the United States in deposite with the 


Bank of the United States and its branches, in į 


conformity with the President’s opinion: and by 


appointing his successor to effect such removal, į 


which has keen done, the President has assumed 


the exercise of a power over the Treasury of the | 
United States not granted to him by the Consti- ; 


tution and laws, and dangerous to the liberties of 
the people. 


2. ** Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the 
Secretary of the Féeasury for the removal of the 
money of the United States deposited in the Bank 
of the United States and its branches, communi- 
cated to Congress on the third day of December, 
1833, are unsatisfactory and insufficient.” 


tained impeachable matter, and was in fact, though 
not in form, a direct impeachment of the President 
of the United States. He recited the constitutional 


tion charged both a high crime and misdemeanor 
upon the President: a high crime in violating the 
laws and Constitution to obtain a power over the 


people; and a misdemeanof in dismissing the late 
Secretary of the Treasury from office. Mr. B. 
said that the terms of the resolution were suffi- 
ciently explicit to define a high crime within the 
meaning of the Constitution, without having re- 
course to the arguments and declarations used by 
the mover in illustration of his meaning. But if 
any doubt remained on that head it would be 
removed by the whole tenor of the argument, and 
especially that part of it which compared the 
President’s conduct to thatof Cæsar in seizing the 
public treasure to aid him in putting an end to 
the liberties of his country; and every Senator in 
voting upon it would vote as directly upon the 


| guilt or innocence of the President as if he was 


responding to the question of guilty or not guilty 
in the concluding scene of a formal impeachment. 
We are then, said Mr. B., trying an impeach- 
ment. Buathow? The Constitution gives to the 
House of Representatives the sole power to origin- 
ate impeachments; yet we originate this impeach- 
mentourselves. The Constitution gives the accused 
aright to be present; butheisnothere. It requires 
the Senate to be sworn as judges; but we are not 
sa sworn. It requires the Chief Justice of the 
United States to preside when the President is 
tried; but the Chief Justice is not presiding. It 
gives the House of Representatives a right to be 
present, and to manage the prosecution; but neither 
the House nor its managers are here, It requires 
the forms of criminal justice to-be strictly observed ; 
yet all these forms are neglected and violated. It 
is a proceeding in which the first Magistrate of 
the Republic is to be tried without being heard, 
and in which his accusers are to act as his judges. 
Me. B. called upon the Senate to consider well 
what they did before they proceeded further in the 
consideration of this resolution. He called upon 
them to consider what was due, to the House of 
Representatives, whose privilege was invaded, and 
who had a right to send a message to the Senate 
complaining of the proceeding, and demanding its 
abandonment. Ee conjured them to consider what 
was due to the President, who was thus to be tried 
in his absence for a most enormous crime; what 
was due to the Senate itself in thus combining the 
incompatible characters of accusers and judges, 
and which would itself be judged by Europe and 
America. He dwelt particularly on the figure 
which the Senate would make in going on with 
the consideration of this resolution. It accused 
the President of violating the Constitution, and 
itself committed twenty violations of the same 
Constitution in making the accusation! It accused 
him of violating asingle Jaw, and itself violated all 
the laws of criminal justice in prosecuting him to 
it. 


upon the rights of all citizens in the person of 
their Chief Magistrate. 

Mr. B. descanted upon the extraordinary organ- 
ization of the Senate, and drew an argument from 
it in favor of the reserve and decorum of their pro- 
ceedings. The Senate were lawgivers, and ought 
to respect the laws already made; they were the 
“constitutional advisers of the President, and should 


to stir up an accusation against him, to prejudge 


tory language. Decorum, the becoming ornament 
of every functionary, should be the distinguishing 
trait of an American Senator, who combines in hig 
‘ own office the united dignities of the executive, 


Mr. B. said that the first of these resolutions con- || 


provision that the President might be impeached, |; 
1, for treason; 2, for bribery; 3, for high crimes; |i 
4, for misdemeanors, and said that the first resolu- |: 


public treasure to the danger of the liberties of the i 


It charged him with designs dangerous to the || 
liberties of the citizens, and immediately trampled |) 


observe as nearly as possible the civil relations |; 
| which the office of adviser presumes. They might |. 
be his judges, and should be the last in the world į 


his guilt, or to attack his character with defama- | 


the legislative, and the judicial character. In his 
| judicial character, especially, he should sacrifice to 
‘decorum and propriety, and shun as he would the 
| contagious touch of sin and pestilence, the slight- 
| est aprroach.to the character of prosecutor. He 
_ referred to British parliamentary law to show that 
| the Lords could not join in an accusation, because - 
| they were to try it. But here the Senate was sole 

| accuser, and had nothing from the House of Rep- 

| resentatives to join, but made the accusation out 

: and out, and tried it themselves. 

| Fle said the accusation was a double one, fora 
‘high crime and a misdemeanor, and the latter a, 


| assumed to know for what cause the President had 
| dismissed his late Secretary, and undertook to try 
the President for a thing which was not triable or 
_impeachable. From the foundation of the Gov- 
` ernment it had been settled that the President’s 
| right to dismiss his Secretaries resulted from his 
constitutional obligation to see that the laws were 
i faithfully executed. Many Presidents had dis- 
missed Secretaries, and this was the first time the 
| Senate had ever undertaken to found an impeach- 
ment upon it, or had assumed to know the reasons 
| for which it was done. 

Mr. B. said that two other impeachments seemed 
ito be going on at the same time against two 
other officers—the Secretary of the Treasury and 
| the Treasurer; so that the Senate was brim full of 
criminal business. The Treasurer and the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury were both civil officers, and 
were both liable to impeachment for misdemeanors 
| in office, and great misdemeanors were charged 
upon them. They were, in fact, upon trial with- 
| out the formality of a resolution; and if hereafter 
impeached by the House of Representatives, the 
| Senate, if they believed what they heard, would be 
| ready to pronounce judgment, and remove them 
| from office without delay or further examinatior. 
| Mr. B. then, addressed himself to the Vice Pres- 
ij 

l 

f 


| more flagrant proceeding than the former, for it 
i 


j ident [Mr. Van Buren] upon the novelty of the 
scene which was going on before him, and the 
; great change which had taken place since he served 
in the Senate. Fle commended the peculiar deli- 
cacy and decorum of the Vice President himself, 
who, in six years’ service, in high party times, 
and in a decided opposition, never uttered a word, 
either in open or secret session, which could have 
wounded the feelings of a political adversary if he 
had been present and heard it. He extolled the 
decorum of the opposition to President Adams’s 
administration. If there was one brilliant excep- 
tion, the error was redeemed by classic wit, and 
the heroic readiness with which a noble heart ` 
bared its bosom to the bullets of those who felt 
aggrievéd. Still addressing himself to the Vice 
President, Mr. B. said thatif he should receive 
some hits in the place where he sat, without the 
right to reply, he mast find consolation in the case 
of his most illustrious predecessor, the great apostle 
of American liberty, (Mr. Jefferson,) who often 
' told his friends of the manner in which he had been 
cut at when presiding over the Senate, and per- 
| sonally annoyed by the inferior—no, young antl 
| inconsiderate—members of the old Federal party. 
| _ Mr. B. returned to the point in debate. The 
| President, he repeated, was on trial for a high 
| crime, in seizing the public treasure in violation of 
| the laws and the Constitution. Was the charge 
. true?: Does the act which he has dome deserve 
i the définition which has been put upon it? He had 
| made up his own mind that the. public deposites 
| ought to be removed from the Bank of the United 
| States. He communicated that opinion to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; the Secretary refused 
| to remove them; the President removed him, and 
j appointed a Secretary who gave the order which 
| he thought the occasion required. All this he did 
: in virtue of his constitutional obligation to see the 
; laws faithfully executed, and in obedience to the 
; Same sense of duty which would lead him to dis- 
: miss a Secretary at War or of the Navy who 


;. would refuse to give an order for troops to march 
True, it is made the duty of the 
: Secretary of the Treasury to direct the removal of 
_ the deposites; but the Constitution makes it the 
duty of the President to see that the Secretary 
performs his duty, and the Constitution is as much 
above lawas the President is above the Secre- 


: ora fleet to sail. 


i 
i 


tary. ; ; 
| The President is on trial for amisdemeanor—for 
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tary in question was dismissed. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is on trial. 
order to get at the President it was found neces- 
sary to get at a gentleman who had no voice on 


la 


this floor. It had been found necessary to assail 
the Secretary of the Treasury in a manner here- i 
tofore unexampled in the history of the Senate. 
His religion, his politics, his veracity, his under- 
standing, his Missouri restriction vote, had all 
been arraigned. Mr. B. said he would leave his 
religion to the Constitution of the United States, 
Catholic as he was, and although ‘the Presbyte- |: 
rian might cut off his head the first time he went lo | 
mass.” Lis understanding he would leave to him- 
self The head which could throw the paper 
which was taken for a stone on this floor, but 
which was in fact adouble-headed chain-shot fired 
from. a 48-pounder, carrying sails, masts, rigging, ‘| 
all before it, was a head that could take care of |; 
itself, Elis veracity would be adjourned to the 
trial which was to take place for misquoting a let- 
ter of Secretary Crawford, and he had no doubt 
would end as the charge did for suppressing alet- || 
ter which was printed in cxlenso among our docu- 
ments, and withholding the name and compensa- 
tion of an agent, when that name and the fact of 
no compensation was lying on the table. The | 
Secretary of the Treasury was arraigned for some 
incidental vote on the Missouri restriction when 
he was a member of the Maryland Legislature. 
Mr. Benton did not know what that vote was; | 
but he did know that a certain gentleman, who | 
lately stood in the relation of sergeant to another ' 
gentleman in a certain high election was the leader || 
of the force which deforced Missouri of her place 
in the Union for the entire session which he first į; 
attended, not served, in the Senate of the United || 
States. His politics could not be severely tried in 
the time of the alien and sedition law, when he. 
was scarce of age; but were well tried during the |, 
late war, when he sided with his country, and 
received the constant denunciations of that great 
organ of federalism, the Federal Republican news- 
paper. For the rest, Mr. B. admitted that the 
Secretary had voted for the elder Adams to be! 
President of the United States; but denied the right 
of certain persons to make that an objection to | 
him. Mr. B. dismissed these personal charges for | 
the present, and would adjourn their consideration 
until his trial came on, for which the Senator from | 
Kentucky (Mr. Cray] stood pledged; and after 
the trial was over, he had no doubt but that the 
Secretary of the Treasury, although a Catholic 
and a Federalist, would be found to maintain his . 
station in the first rank of American gentlemen and | 
American patriots, : 

Mr. B. took up the serious charges against the 
Secretary, that of being the mere instrument of the 
President in removing the deposites and violating 
the Constitution and laws of the land. How far 
he was this mere instrament, making up his mind || 


in three days to do what others would not do at || 
all, might be judged by every person who would 
refer to the opposition papers for the division in 
the Cabinet about the removal of the deposites, | 
and which constantly classed Mr. Taney, then | 
Attorney General, on the side of removal. This: 
classification was correct and notorious, and ought 
to exempt an honorable man, if anything couid 
exenrpt him, from the imputation of being a mere 
instrument in a great transaction of which"he was 
a prime counsellor. The fact is, he had long since, 
in bis character of legal adviser to the President, | 
advised the removal of these deposites; and, when | 
suddenly and unexpectedly called upon to take i 
the office which would make it his duty to act į 
upon his own advice, he accepted it from the sin- | 
gle sense of bonorand duty, and that he might not |; 
seem to desert the President in flinching from the | 
performance of what he had recommended. His 4 
personal honor was clean; his personal conduct | 

i 


magnanimous; his official deeds would abide the il 
test of law and truth. : f 

Mr. B. said he would make short work of long |, 
accusations, and demolish in three minutes what | 
has been concocting for three months, and deliver- i 


ing for three days in the Senate. He would call | 
H 
| 


| the Secretary with the power of transferring the 
: public funds from place to place. It was the 15h | 


| facilities for rransrerrine the public funds from 
| to flight al] the nonsense about the United Siates 


i gave certain transfer drafts to the amount of two 
| millions and a quarter; and his legal right to give 


| month of November last, which would justify the 


i! They would show that the transfer drafts were not | 


: t his warrant upon the Treasurer, directing the pay- 


| © Comptroller of the Treasury, and recorded by the | 
| € Register, who will authenucate the record by his 


‘| ethe Treasurer will give bis order directed to the 
| proper bank for the payment of the money. 


| Extract of a letter from the Treasurer of the United 


! Shas given to the Secretary of the Treasury the 


the attention of the Senate to certain clauses of 
law, and certain Treasury instructions, which had | 
been left out of view, but which were decisive of 
the accusdtion against the Secretary. The first 
was the clause in the bank charter which invested | 


section of the charter; he would readit. It enacted 
hat whenever required by the SECRETARY, OF THE | 
reasury the bank should give the necessary 


place to place within the UNITED STATES or TER- 
RITORIES THEREOF; and for DISTRIBUTING the same | 
n payment of the public creditors, &c. | 
Here is authority to the Secretary to transfer the 
ublie moneys from place to place, limited only 
by the bounds of the United States and its Terri- 
tories; and this clause, of three lines of law, puts 


Bank being the Treasury, and the Treasurer being || 
the keeper of the public moneys, with which some | 
politicians and newspaper writers had been wor- 
rying their brains for the last three months. In 
virtue of this clause the Secretary of the Treasury 


the draft was just as clear under this clause of the 
bank charter as his right to remove the deposites 


made by draft; a payment out of the Treasury is 
made upon a warrant; and the difference between 
a transfer draft and a Treasury warrant was a 
thing necessary to be known by every man who 
aspired to the illuminating of a nation, or even to 
the understanding of himself. To make this clear, 
Mr. B. read extracts from the Treasury instructions į 
to banks of deposite in 1829, and from certain let- 
ters from the Treasurer of the United States to the | 
cashier of the Bank of the United States in the 


issue of the transfer drafts, and quiet the alarms of | 
all those who thought the Treasurer had forfeited 

the penalty of his bond, and the Secretary had | 
violated the clause of the Constitution which for- | 
bids money to be drawn from the Treasury except | 
upon warrants and under appropriation laws. | 


warrants; that they drew nothing from the Treas- 
ury, but made a treasury in every place into which 
they carried money within the limits of the United 

tates orits Territories, whether there was a branch 


of the United States Bank there or not. 


Extract of Circular Instruction to the Banks employed 
as Depositories of the Public Moneys, dated 


t: Treasury DEPARTMENT, May 28, 1829. 

*¢ All public moneys received on or subsequgntly 
tto the Ist of June, will be placed to the credit ji 
‘of Mr. Campbell, as Treasurer. They will be 
‘prawn for by him in the following manner, and j 
< no other: 

** Ist. The Secretary of the Treasury will issue | 


t ment, which warrant will be countersigned by the 


«693. When TRaNsFrrs are to be made of the 
< public funds from one bank to another, the Treas- 
curer will issue a transfer draft upon the bank in 
‘which the funds may be at his credit, in favor of 
‘the bank to which they are transferred, for the | 
‘amount required, stating that it is to be placed to | 
‘his credit in such bank. This draft will be re- | 
‘corded by the Register, who will authenticate the | 
‘record by his signature upon the draft; and it will | 
t finally receive the written sanction of the Secretary |, 
‘of the Treasury. 

«I Ẹ No deduction whatexer is to be made from | 
‘the moneys placed to the credit of the Treasurer, 
“except in these two modes.” | 


States to the Cashier of the Bank of the United States, | 
dated 25th November, 1833. 
«The charter of the Bank of the United States 


lic | 


‘of their necessity and legality. It would; there- 
‘fore, be out of place in me to offer any observa- 
‘tions as to the character of the drafts to which 
‘some allusion has been made. He isresponsible 
‘t to the nation for the proper exercise of this power, 
‘and of course cannot be controlled in it by any 
‘ officer in the Treasury or of the bank, as Í con- 
‘ceive. The charter of the bank provides, § that 
‘whenever required by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
‘the said corporation shall give the necessary facil- 
‘ities for transferring the public funds from place 
‘to place, within the United States or the, Territo- 
‘ries thereof, and for distributing the same in pay- 
t ment of the public creditors.” The formin which 
‘this power, thus confided to the Secretary, isto 
‘ be carried into effect, he has prescribed in his in- 
‘structions to the bank of May 28, 1829, which 
‘ were accordingly communicated to all the banks 


| © in which there were public funds. Theseinstruc- 


‘ tions are as follows: 

< When transfers are to be made of public funds 
‘from one bank to another, the Treasurer will 
‘issue a transfer draft upon the bank in which the 
‘funds may be athis credit in favorof the bank to 
‘which they are to be transferred, for the amount 
‘required, stating that itis to be placed to his 
‘credit in such bank. This draft will be recorded 
‘by the Register, who will authenticate the record 


Y by his signature upon the draft, and it will finally 
| was under another ciause of it. .The transfer is | 


t receive the written sanction of the Secretary of 
‘the Treasury.’ 

“The transfer draft, signed by the Treasurer, 
‘ Register, and Secretary, in pursuance of these 
t instructions, is the form prescribed by the Secre- 
‘tary for carrying into effect the | ower confided 
‘to his discretion, of ordering transfers: of the 
t public funds from place to place. It was adopted 
‘to give authenticity to the order, and to enable 
‘the Treasurer to give an accurate account of the 
‘state of the public funds in the bank and its 


{© branches, and notin consequence of his having 


‘ any discretion or control over the subject. He hasy 
‘therefore, rigidly and strictly conformed to all the 
‘instructions given by the Secretary of the Treas- 
‘ury on this subject, and whenever he shall direct 
‘that notices of transfer drafts, as well as of war- 


i rants, shall be transmitted to the banks by this 


‘office, those instructions shall, with great pleas- 
“ure, be complied with on my part; but until such 
‘instructions are given, the practice of this office 
t will be continued as heretofore. 

“ When disbursements of money are to be made out 
‘ of the Treasury, ike law has pointed out the duties 
‘ofthe Treasurer. Such disbursements are to be 
‘made alone upon the warrant of the Secretary of 
‘the Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller, 
‘and recorded and authenticated by the signature 
‘of the Register. And by the regulations of the 


i ‘Treasury of the 28th of May, 1829, which were 


‘also communicated to all the banks in which there 
‘were ee deposites, the Treasurer is required to 
‘write his order for the payment of the money 
‘upon the warrant; and by another regulation, the 
‘ Treasurer is required to transmit to the bank a 
‘ daily list of the warrants thus directed during the 
‘day to thebank for payment. These regulations 


| 
“ : | «have been, and will continue to be, uniformly 

| «signature, and upon a suitable part of the warrant |} 
| 


‘complied with’? 

After reading these extracts, Mr. B. took a po- 
sition, and defied all attacks to dislodge him from 
it. lt was this: that a warrant for the payment 
of money out of the Treasury must, in addition to 
other requisites, be countersigned by the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury; and the bank is forbid to 


i pay, and pays at its peril, any warrant not so 


countersigned; the transfer draft is not so counter- 


| signed; the Comptroller does not so countersign its 
| yet the Bank of the United States paid these drafts, 


to the amount of two millions and a quarter, with- 
out the countersigning of the Comptroller, and in 
so doing, admitted that the money was not drawn 
out of the Treasury. This was conclusive, and 
put the Bank of the United States in the pasition 
of contradicting itself, and contradicting all its 
advocates, in the assumption that the bank is the 
Treasury. 

Mr. B. took a further view of the new-fangled 
conception that the Bank of the United States was 
the Treasury of the United States. It followed 
from thatdoctrine, that where there was no branch 


`of the United States Bank there could be no 


Treasury, and no public moneys. Now, six or 
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eight States of this Union had no branch; the 
three Territories had none; by consequence no 
public moneys could be sent to those States and 
erritories. Again: the Bank of the United States 
was not obliged to establish a branch in a single 
State, only in the District of Columbia, so that if 
she withdraw her branchés,.no public money could 
be kept except in Philadelphia and Washington. 
He.traced the origin of this assumption that the 
bank was. the Treasury to the great measure intro- 
duced by President Jackson in the first year of his 
administration for the protection of the Treasury, 
which was that the Treasury warrant should be 
filed.in the bank which paid the money. Before 
‘that time the Treasurer issued his check on the 
bank for the money, and it was paid on his single 
check; since then three other names must go to 
the bank with his, to wit: that of the Comptroller, 
that of the Register, and that ef the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and this formed the true defence 


and security of the Treasury, The Treasurer’s | 


bond for $150,000 was nothing to aman who would 
check for thirty millions in a year. President 


Jackson in the first months of his administration, | 


supplying the deficiencies of all his predecessors, 
applied thetrueremedy. Secretary Ingham wrote 
the circular; he (Mr, b) had read extracts from 
it; he did high honor to the new Administration. 
Jt put the Treasury beyond the reach of being 
injured by any Treasurer, ‘The Treasurer’s check 
could not now draw one dollar without three other 
names upon it, and the filing of the warrant under 
the seal of the Treasury.. The bank is now to 
aee the warrant, and to hold it, and because this 
warrant was formerly retained by the Treasurer, 
the bank thinks itself the Treasury because for 
six years ithas had the Treasury warrants instead 
* of the Treasurer’acheck. Mr. B. here commented 
upon the strangeness of fortune, that President 
Jackson, who was the only President who had 
devised a true and impregnable safeguard for the 
Treasury, should be charged with seizing it, and 
his conduct compared to that of Cæsar in pillaging 
the gold which Pompey, the Consuls, and the 
Senate were silly enough to leave behind in the 
temple of Jupiter when they fled from Rome. 

Mr, B. held that the Secretary of the Treasury 
was now acquitted; that the Treasurer himself 
was freed from the penalties of the act of 1789, 
that both were found to be borne out by law; and 
he regretted that these officers had not had an op- 
portunity of showing to their accusers and judges 
the difference between a Treasyry warrant and a 
transfer draft, before sentence of condemnation 
had been passed upon them for mere defect of that 
knowledge. 

Mr. B. proceeded to the second of the resolu- 
tions submitted by the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cuay;}] and to avoid all questions about 
order, he took leave to give notice that he should, 
at the proper time, move an amendment to that 
resolution, namely, to strike it all out, and to sub- 
stitute another of a different import. 

He considered this second resolution to be ille- 
gal, futile, and nugatory. 

Illegal, because it assumed an appellate jurisdic- 
tion over the act of the Secretary of the Treasury 
in a case in which no right of appeal had been re- 
served tothetwo Houses of Congress in their joint 
legislative capacity, much less to the Senate alone. 
The act of the Secretary is definitive. His report 
to Congress is for their information, not for their 
revision,- The condemnation of his reasons by 
either, or both Houses of Congress, cannot restore 
the deposites or alter their destination. It will 
require a law or a joint resolution to do that. 

he resolution was illegal in assuming a juris- 
diction over a subject of which the Senate had no 
cognizance. lt was a single resolution, and could 
not legally be communicated to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

It was futile and nugatory in leading to no ac- 
tion or practical result. It declared a naked prop- 
osition, but indicated no consequence resulting 
from it. It declared the Secretary’s reasons to be 
insufficient and unsatisfactory; but did not say 
what was to be done with the Secretary or with 
the deposites, if the Senate found them to be 
so. He would still remain Secretary, and the 
public moneys would still remain removed, 


whether the resolution was ‘passed or rejected by | 


the Senate. The mover seemed to foresee this 


objection and to understand the unparliamentary 
character of his resolution when he alluded to the 


| effect which its adoption might have upon the pub- 


lic mind. He (Mr. B.) denied that the Senate 
was the place to adopt barren resolutions for pop- 
ular effect. He doubted the propriety of the trial 
and the success of ‘the experiment, He remem- 
bered a case in which the Senate’s condemnation 
had been the highest passport to public favor; and 


-it might be that a vote on this resolution in favor 


of the bank might be equally unprofitable to the 
Senate whicli . gave it, and to the bank which re- 
ceived it. ; 

On motion of Mr. KANE, the Senate then ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 2, 1834. 


Several private bills. were reported, which will 
be noticed hereafter. After which 

Mr. DAVIS inquired if it was then in order to 
take up the resolution submitted by him on the 
petition presented from Noah Fletcher, one of the 
clerks of the House, recently dismissed ? 

The SPEAKER explained the practice of the 
House at length, and in accordance to it, decided 
that after the expiration of the first thirty days 
sitting of the House, it was not in order to discuss 
any petition except on Mondays. 

After a protracted discussion on the point of 
order, between Messrs, CLAY, MERCER, WIL- 
LIAMS of North Carolina, and WAYNE, the 
latter took an appeal from the decision of the 
Speaker to the House, but subsequently with- 
drew it, 


REMOVAL OF THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House proceeded to consider the motion of 
Mr. POLK, to recommit to the Committee of 
Ways and Means the report of the Secretary of 
the ‘I'reasury on the removal of the deposites, to- 
gether with the following instructions to the com- 
mittee, moved by. Mr. McDUFFIE: 

“To report a joint resolution providing that 
‘ the public revenue hereafter collected be deposited 
‘in the Bank of the United States, in conformity 
‘with the public faith pledged in the charter of 
‘the said bank.” 

Mr. POLK resumed and concluded his remarks, 
which, from the early hour we are obliged to go 
to press, we are precluded from giving, but shall 
hereafter. : 

Mr. BINNEY having obtained the floor, moved 


an adjournment, which prevailed. j 


‘ IN SENATE. 


Fripay, January 3, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of his private 
Secretary. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolutions, which lie one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into theex pediency 
of makinga further appropriation for the construc- 
tion of the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, 
indiana, and Illinois. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 


upon the pension list applicants who shall be able | 


to prove three months’ service in the revolutionary 
war, agreeably to the requisitions of the law of 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, made a report of the examination 
of certain bills referred to that committee. 

Mr. ROBINSON also presented a mentorial 
from the Legislature of Illinois on the subject of 
canals; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. GRUNDY, in pursuance of notice given 
yesterday, introduced a bill to amend the several 
acts relative to the Post Office Department; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, 
made a report unfavorable to. the petition of Guy ` 
Bradford; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported | 


i hanna river. 


a bill in favor of Caleb Starke, without amend- 


ment. . 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill in favor of Phineas Sprague, 
without amendment. 

A communication, responsive to the following 
resolution of Mr. EWING— 

‘ That the Secretary of Statelay before the Sen- 
£ ate a copy of the commnission under which William 
‘J. Duane lately acted as Secretary of the Treas- 
‘ ury, and a copy of the commission under which 
‘ Roger B. Taney now acts as Secretary,”’ 

Was made by the Secretary of State; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and, with the accom- 
panying documents, be printed. : 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Claims, 
made arunfavorable report upon the petition of 
James Starke, and moved that the petitioner have 
leave to withdraw his papers, and that the cóm- 
mittee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, from the some committee, made 
a similar report in the case of the heirs of John 
Mercer, deceased; upon which a like order was 


| made. 
Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the report of the 


Commissioner of Public Buildings, now lying 
upon the table, be referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and be printed; which 
was agreed to.” 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of John Martindale; which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported unfavorably upon the petition of Andrew 
Henshaw, and moved that the petitioner have 
leave to withdraw his papers. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, suggested the pecu- 


| Har hardships under which the petitioner labored, 


and moved to lay thereport upon the table; which, 
after a few observations in reply by Mr. POIN- - 
DEXTER, admitting the hardship of the case, 
was so directed to be done. Í 


Mr SWIFT submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from St, 
Alban’s, in Vermont, to Plattsburg, in New York. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, moved that the Sen- 
ate take up for consideration the bill for the relief 
of Mountjoy Bailey. 

Mr. WRIGHT stated that his object in moving 
to lay this bill on the table, some days ago, was 
to take this opportunity to settle the question 
whether interest should be allowed in all cases 
upon commutation or not. There were prece- 
dents, he remarked, on both sides. 

The motion to take up the bill was rejected— 
ayes 12, noes not counted. 

My KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
should, on Monday, ask leave to introduce a bill 
granting lands for the endowment of female 
schools in certain westera and southwestern 
States. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 


| Messrs. HENDRICKS, ROBINSON, WAGGA- 


MAN, LINN, TOMLINSON, TIPTON, Me- 


| KEAN, ROBBINS, WILKINS, and PRES- 


TON, all of which were referred to appropriate 
committees. Among the petitions was one pre- 


| sented by Mr, McK EAN, praying the aid of the 


Government in rendering navigable the Susque- 


+. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


| of the several orders of the day, viz: 


The resolution of Mr. BLACK, 

That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of direct- 
ing by law the terms of the district court of the 
United States for the district of Mississippi, to be 
hereafter held at Jackson, the seat of government 
of that State. ; 

The resolution of Mr. TOMLINSON, 

That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
compensating Phineas Taylor, of Danbury, in the 
State of Connecticut, for a horse and other prop- 


134, . 
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erty taken from him for public use during the rev- | 


olutionary war. 
The resolution of Mr. LINN, 
That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of making compensa- | 


tion to Joseph T. Cirtick for a boat taken from 
him by the officers of the General Government 
during the last war with Great Britain. 

The resolution of Mr. TIPTON, 

That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of paying Hiram A. | 


Hunter (now of Indiana) for a horse lost by him 
while in the service of the United States, as order- 
ly sergeant in Captain Robert F. Crittenden *s 
company of volunteers, in the Seminole campaign. 

The resolution of Mr. TIPTON, i 

That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of granting indemnity 
to Samuel and James Smith, of Indiana, for im- 
provements made by them on property of the 
United States, under a lease given claimants by the 
United States trustees on certain property of the 
United States. 

The resolution of Mr. SPRAGUE, 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate, so far as the docu- 
ments and returns received will permit, the amount 
of trade between the United States and the British 
North American Colonies, the British West In- 
dies, the Danish West Indies, and the Swedish 
West Indies, since the 30th day of September, 
1832; distinguishing the amount of American, Brit- 
ish, and other foreign tonnage, which has entered 
and depa 
or the West Indies generally. Also, the amount 
of imports and exports of American and foreign 

roduce, distinguishing between the same. 

All of which were adopted. 


` Upon the consideration of Mr. SPRAGUE’S 
resolution, Mr. SPRAGUE said his object was 


to ascertain the present state of the tradeand navi- | 


gation between this country and the British Co- |, : : 4 
|: «persons composing the body of directors in every | 


“bank, principal or branch, and those of most of | 


fonial possessions. lt was a subject which had 
heretofore attracted much attention,and had now 
Jost none of its intrinsic interest. it had been the 
subject of controversy between the United States 
and Great Britain from the origin of our Govern- 
ment to the year 1830, when the celebrated “ Ar- 
rangement,” as it was called, was made between 
the United States and Great Britain. The whole 
matter of the controversy was, whether the Uni- 
ted States should have an equal and fair proportion 
of the carrying trade from our own ports to the 
British Colonies. 

Sir, up to the year 1830, from the superior ad- 
vantages of the United States, at least nine-tenths 
of the whole carrying trade was in our hands. 
The amount of British tonnage employed in the 
trade was only one tenth of the amount of our 
tonnage. How is it since the arrangement? The 
very first year the British tonnage came up to 
forty-six per cent. of the whole amount. For 
1832 the British tonnage employed in the trade 
was more than double that of the United States 
In that year the British tonnage employed in navi- 
gation between the ports of the United States and 
the British Colonial ports was 140,292 tons, and 


ae 


‘the American tonnage was only 66,056. Since | 


the arrangement of 1830, and he believed in con- 
sequence of it, our tonnage had dwindled from 
nine tenths of the whole to less than half that of 
the British. He wished to have the means of 
ascertaining what was the present state of the- 
trade. 


On motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, it was 


Resolved, That when the Senate adjourned, it | 


adjourn until Monday. 
‘A bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes and Jer- 
emiah Austin, was read a third time and passed. 


A bill for the relief of Elihu Hall Bay being | 


under consideration, on motion of Mr. CLAY, it 
was laid upon the table, and the Senate took up 
the subject of the 

REMOVAL OF PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. CLAY on the 26th 
ultimo. 

Mr. BENTON resumed his remarks— — 

Having now got rid of the outworks which im- 


rted toand from these places respectively, | 


peded his progress, Mr. B. said that he would ar- 
rive at the main point, and take up the subject 
which was more immediately before the Senate. 
| For the sake of avoiding questions about order, 
|| he would give notice that he should submit at the 
proper time a motion in amendment of the second 
| resolution under discussion, which amendment 
! should be strictly appropriate and naturally flow- 
| ing from the course of the argument he should 
follow. And first, he would take leave to read a 
paper replete with facts and sentiments applicable 
to the present attitude of the Bank of the United 
States and the Government of the United States, 
though written thirty years ago, and a reference 
to which he should have frequent occasion to 
make. It was part of a letter from the great 
apostle of American liberty (Mr. Jefferson) to 
Albert Gallatin. 

| Mr. KANE, at the request of Mr. B., read the 
paper. ; 

“This institution is one of the most deadly 
‘hostility existing against the principle and the 
‘form of our Constitution. The nation is, at this 
‘time, so strong and ‘3nited in its sentiments that 
* it cannot be shaken at this moment; but suppose 
‘a series of untoward events to occur, sufficient to 
‘bring into doubt the competency of a Republican 
£ Government to meet a crisis of great danger, or 
‘to unhinge the confidence of the people in the public 
s functionaries; an institution like this, penetra:ing | 
“by its branches every part of the Union, acting 
“by command and in phalanx, may, in a critical 
‘moment, upset the Government. I deem no Gov- 
t ernment safe which is under the vassalage of any 
t self-constituted authorities, or any other author- 
‘ ity than that of the nation, or its regular function- 


| 
i 
| 
| 


“of the United States, with all its branches, be in 


‘should accept, or withdraw its aids, Ought we, 
i «ful, so hostile? That it is so hostile we know, 
“frst, from a knowledge of the principles of the 


“the stockholders; secondly, from their opposition 
i € to the measures and principles of the Government, 
| “and to the election of those friendly to them; and 
i ‘thirdly, from the sentiments of the newspapers 
“they support. Now, while we are strong, itis the 
‘ grentest duty we owe to the safety of our Consti- 
‘tution, to bring this powerful enemy to a perfect 
‘subordination under its authorities. The first 
‘measure would be to reduce them to an equal foot- 
‘ing only with other banks as to the favors of the 
t Government.” (That is, as to public deposites. )— 
Jefferson’s letter to Gallatin, 1803. 

This brief extract, Mr. B. said, soared above 
party politics, and averred the Bank of the United 
States to be hostile to the principles and to the 
form of our Constitution; an assertion which 
‘“woutd be proved to be true in the course of this 
debate. It recommended the people of the United 
States, while they were strong, to provide for the 
safety of their Constitution, and to bring the 
great enemy of their liberty under subordination 
to the laws, and to do it by depriving him of the 
public deposites, and thus reducing him to a level 
with State banks. 

He would now take up one of the reasons for 
removing the deposites, and become infinitely 
stronger since for not restoring them. It was the 
expansion and contraction of currency. This 
was the vice of all banks, 
ones, such as the Bank of England and that of the 
United States. To make fortunes for individuals 


stocks—was generally th 
sions and contractions; 


fortunes a secondary and subordinate one. Once 
in a certain number of years the cycle for these 
operations came on in England, and alwaysattend- 
ed with the making and breaking of many fortunes. 

The last operation of the kind in England was 
performed in 1824-75, and Mr. Baring, who gave 
an account of it inthe British House of Commons, 


business, could have wound up with a clear estate 
oftwo hundred thousand pounds sterling, were left 
paupers on the hands of the parish. lt was done 


‘aries. What an obstruction could not*this Bank | 
‘time of war? lt might dictate to us the peace we | 


€ then, to give further growth to an institution so power- | 


especially powerful | 


connected with the bank—te favor gamblers in the : 
e object of these expan- | 
bat political ends were | 
sometimes the main object, and the acquisition of | 


described the effect to be such that many millions | 
changed hands, and men who, in aregular train of 


by pouring out a flood of paper, lending money to 
everybody, then calling all in, and lending money 
to nobody but the favorites of the bank. This 
operation, Mr. B. said, had been three times per- 
formed in the United States by the present bank, 
first in 1818-’19 from mercenary motives, to gam- 
ble in the stocks and riot on the distresses of the 
country, and to make fortunes for the directors and 
their friends; once in 1831~’32 to effect a political 
object, when near thirty millions of loans were 
made in a few months, and suddenly called for at 
the appearance of the bank.veto message; but the 
happy termination of the presidential election 
stopped the progress of the contraction, and gave 
the community time to breathe. The removal of 
the deposites was the next great occasion, and-for 
the contraction and pressure at that time the bank 
began to prepare as soon as it was ascertained that 
the removal would be made. This was early in 
the last summer. Many circumstances growing 
out of the state of the country and the legislation 
of Congress favored the operation. The shortened 
credits on the revenue bonds was about to take 
effect; the cash payments on a part of the imports 
came into play at the same time; a great accurnu- 
lation of revenue on hand, which made large bal- 
ances against other banks, in whose notes much of 
it was paid. All this made of themselves an un- 
usually lange demand for money in the commercial 
cities towards the close of the year. The bank 
took advantage of these circumstances to make her 
contraction the more violent upon the community; 
they prepared for it in secret for several months 
beforehand. The first great measure was to ac- 
cumulate bills of exchange in the Atlantic cities, 
payable at a brief date, and all falling due about 
the same time. For this purpose a resolution was 
passed applicable to the ‘five western branches,”? as 
they were called, of the most insulting, degrading, 
and injurious nature. They were forbid to'pur- 
chase bills of exchange except payable in one of 
the Atlantic cities, and with not more than ninety 
days to run. This extraordinary fact and extraor- 
dinary resclution was communicated to Congress 
in the report of the Government directors, which 
had been printed, and was now a part of our doc- 
uments. It would be found at page 21 of the ori- 
ginal report. Mr. B. called upon any member who 
stood in a relation to know the secreta of the bank 
to account for this extraordinary resolution, which 
prevented the western banks from dealing in ex- 
change with one another, or giving any citizen a 
bill in one branch, for his money at the place where 
another was, or taking from an exporter of western 
produce, or a drover,a bill payable in New Orleans 
or Charleston. Ele wished to hear a reason. To 
him the object stood revealed. It was to make a 
great accumulation of these bills.in New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, towards the close of 
the year, and thus to increase the demand among 
the merchants for money in those places at the 
very moment that the bank intended to deny them 
all aid, and was to press them for former debts. 
The next great act of preparation on the part of 
the bank was incredible and diabolical: it was to 
dishonor its distant branch bank notes at that time, 
and thus render as unavailable as possible the 
masses of those notes which might be on hand. 
Mr. B. regretted that he had to allude to this 
act without the proofs in hand. They had been 
called for and furnished, and were now in the 
hands of the printer,.and would be used by him 
on a future occasion, and he trusted that a proceed- 
ing would be had.which would put the bank before 
a tribunal where the history of this incredible trans- 
action would be brought to light. He alluded to a 
scire fucias for the violation of the charter. He 
said that the notes of the branches had been dis- 
honored at New Yor, at Baltimore, and at Mobile, 
about the same time, and at that time, in the crisis 
of this contraction, and with such similarity’ of 
circumstances as to announce that all was done with 
the connivance, if not with the orders, of the Bank 
of the United States. He denied that there was 
any possible assignable reason for dishonoring the 
distant branch notes at this time. The bank was 
full of specie, five millions more than it had in 
1832, at which time it considered about six mil- 
: lions to be enough, and the president of the bank 
i| treated as a mere surplus about five millions which 
had been parted with in a few months; thé greater 
i part being sold to France and England. Yet they 
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were refused for near a week in New York, till the 
cashier of the branch could first write, and then 
fly in person, to the mother bank to get leave to | 
receive them, perhaps about $50,000; refused the 
same way in Baltimore, until a like communica- 
tion could be had with the mother bank; and 
refused absolutely and without explanation at the 
bank in Mobile, which was too distant to commu- 
nicate with the mother bank. Mr. B. said that he 
stated these facts from a mere sight of the letters 
which proved them; the proof would be before the 
Senate soon, and he should endeavor to fix public 
attention upon a transaction which he might qual- 
ify as diabolical and infernal. The result of the 
whole. was, that when all these circumstances 
growing out of the state of the country had made 
an unusual demand for money—when the bank 
had increased that demand by an extraordinary 
accumulation of bills of exchange—the contrac- 
tion was commenced at the rate of several millions 
a month, including the bills at ninety days; and at 
the moment their own distant bank notes would 
have become unavailable in the hands of the hold- 
ers if it had not been for the energy of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, who coerced the payment of 
the branch notes by those celebrated transfer drafts 
for about two millions and a quarter, the views of 
which, and the fear of more to follow, compelled - 
the Bank of the United States to. relax her policy, | 
permit her branch notes to be received as usual, į 
and thus saved the country from the shock of an 
unconvertible currency. g 

Mr. Bewrown had, he said, already demonstrated 
that the’ present pressure in the money market 
was not only unnecessary, but wanton. He would | 

. now proceed to prove that the curtailment, so 
reprehensible in itself, was conducted in a manner 
which was illegal and violated the charter of the 
bank; and in the next place, he would prove that 
the curtailment was unequal and partial in its 
character and operation, He hoped that he fully 
felt the responsibility which he undertook in 
making charges against any individual or bodies 
corporate out of this House, and it was from the 
thorough conviction that what he asserted could: 
be proved that he was induced to bring forward 
these charges; and, moreover, it was his intention 
to give the United States Bank a fair and full 
opportunity to vindicate itself from the charges, if 
they were unfounded. 

First, the mode of curtailment was illegal. Ee 
repeated the words of the charter, stating that the 
business of the bank could not be transacted by 
legs than seven directors, one of whom should be 
the president. These being the words, he held that 
the curtailment of twelve millions in five months, 

zas a portion of that business which could be 


legally transacted only by a board of directors. |} 


Now, sir, here is a paper that has come before us | 
ag a public document, and may be taken as evi- 
dence of the truth of whatit contains till it is con- 
tradicted. Mr. B. then read, from the memorial 
of yae Government directors, a paragraph, and 
said: 

This, sir, shows that the curtailment was not 
made by the board of directors, nor even by a 
committee appointed by the board, but by the 
president. Yes, sir, this enormous pressure which 
was to bear upon the whole community, was the | 
work of one single individual. It appears that 
the removal of the deposites being supposed to 
be probable, the bank began to take steps to meet 
it, as early as May or June, by curtailing its busi- 
ness. 

The Government directors gåve us an account, 
in a narrative of several pages, of the steps taken 
to get at the reduction to be made. Fe read first 
an order of the board in May, directing a com- 
mittee to report a plan of curtailment; and re- 
marked, so far, so good. “That resolution he held 
to.be a wise one—but that*was by the board, and | 
was legal.. Efe read the resolution of the 13th of- 
August, and the whole history of the curtailment 
from the report of the Government directors: 

t Resolved, That for the present, and until the 
*further order of the board, the amount of bills 
s discounted shall not be increased atthe bank and | 
‘the several offices. That the bills of exchange 
t purchased at the bank, and all the offices, except 
t the five western offices, shall not have more than 
‘90 daysto run. That the five western offices be 


‘instructed to purchase no bills of exchange, ex- 


‘ cept those payable in the Atlantic cities, not hav- 
‘ing more than ninety days to run, or those which 
‘may be received in payment of existing debts to 
‘the bank. and the offices, and then not having 
‘more than four months to run, ”? 

‘We perceived at once, in this measure, the 
‘t commencement of a system of reduction, in con- 
t ducting which, wisely and impartially, the wel- 
‘fare of the wholecommunity was involved. No 
‘notice of these resolutions had been given, and 
‘therefore, while we concurred, as we stated fin 
‘the propriety and expediency of reducing the 
‘t business of the institution, we required that the 
‘plan should be carefully weighed, so as to bear 
“equally on all parts of the country, and on all 
‘debtors to the bank. We desired, also, to have 
‘the result of the views and inquiries of the com- 
‘ mittee already appointed. With these objects, 
‘ we asked that the resolutions might be postponed 
‘for one week, or even until the next meeting, it 
‘ being understood that the subject should be then 
‘definitely acted upon. Our request was refused. 
‘ The resolutions were passed at once, and, as 
‘usual, by the vote of all present except one other 
‘ director and ourselves. Believing that this meas- 
‘ure was notonly precipitate, but partial, and that 
‘it would lead to curtailments unequal and op- 
t pressive, and entertaining the opinion that a sys- 
‘tem might easily be formed on a just basis, we 
‘ offered the following resolution: 

« Whereas a resolation was adopted on the 7th 
‘of May last, instructing the committee on the 
‘ state of the bank to report to the board a scale of 
* reduction in the businessof theinstitution, and no 
‘report has been made in pursuance thereof; And 
‘whereas a resolution passed at the last meeting, 
‘which plgces certain restrictions on the business 
‘ of the institution, confines the same to five of the 
‘western offices— g 

“66 Resolvetl, That the committee on the state of 
‘the bank be instructed to report to the board, at 
‘as early a day as possible, a system for the grad- 
“ual reduction of the business of the institution 
‘throughout all sections of the country, having 
‘regard to the interest of the stockholders, the 
í ohne of the bank, and the community in gen- 
‘eral. 

“This plan, which would have prevented an 
t oppressiveand partial system of curtailment, con- 
‘ fined to particular portions of the country, and ex- 
t erted at particular times; which would have given 
‘to the subject full and fair consideration, and 
‘which, above all, would have enabled every mem- 
‘ber of the board to exercise his deliberate judg- 
“ment, was, as usual,rejected. Nor was this all; 
‘when we offered the resolution, temperately ex- 
‘ pressed as it is, the President himself asked the 
‘question of consideration upon it, though no mo- 
‘tion to that effecthad been made—a course never 
‘before adopted in the beard, nor sanctioned by 
‘the by-laws, and evidently introduced to curtail 
| more effectually, if possible, the very limited. in- 
‘t terference in the affairs of the institution which 
‘was still allowed to the public directors. On this 
‘suggestion of the president the majority refused 
t even to consider our resolution, by the vote of all 
‘t present except one director and ourselves. This 
‘plan was persisted in, and subsequently carried 
‘still further. A series of resolutions were adopted 
‘for reducing the business of the institution, and 
' ‘authority was given to the committee on the offices, 
t which is appointed by the president alone, to modify 
t them.in such manner as they should deem expedient ; 
‘and eventually that committee was authorized to 
‘direct such measures for the general reduction of 
‘the business of the bank as they should think 
‘best. We offered, as an amendment to the reso- 
‘lution giving to a committee this extraordinary 
‘t power, a request that ‘ they should report to the 
‘board such measures as they directed.’ This re- 
€ quest was rejected by the usual vote. [tis, of course, 
‘impossible for us to know by what principles of 
‘policy the committee have been governed. Hs 
‘ proceedings are secret, and we can only ascertain 
‘at intervals some of the results to which they 
‘lead. We attribute to them the excessive cur- 


j 


| *hasslately been so sudden and oppressive; and 
‘which was not necessary either to the extent to 
‘which it has been carried, or in the manner in 
‘which it has been made to bear on the commu- 
‘nity. With these sentiments, and in the hope 


‘tailment in the business of the institution, which | 


‘that the board itself might be induced, at a time 
‘ like this, to interpose and to exercise, for the wel- 
‘fare of the community, some portion at least, of 
‘that unlimited power it had intrusted to the com- 
‘ mittee, we lately offered the following resolu- 
‘tions: g 

s< c Whereas the pressure on the commercial 
t community at this time may be removed by a lib- 
‘eral spirit of accommodation on the part of the 
‘banks generally; And whereas the State banks 
‘complain that in consequence of the balances be- 
‘ing largely in favor of the Bank of the United 


į $ States, they are unable to afford the necessary fa- 


‘ cilities to their customers without subjecting them- 


| € selves to increased demands from this bank; And 


© whereas it is believed that were the banks in this 
t District to extend their loans twenty per cent. be- 
‘ yond the income, for a period of thirty days, it 
‘would relieve the money market, restore confi- 
‘dence, and have a salutary effect on the industry 
t and enterprise of our citizens: Therefore, 

t © Resolved, That a committee of three be ap~ 
‘ pointed, to confer with similar committees that: 
‘may be appointed by the other banks, for the 
‘ purpose of uniting in some arrangement to carry 
t into effect the object of the foregoing preamble; 
‘and that the cashier be requested to send copies 
€ of the above to the presidents and directors of the 
t other banks, with a request that their determina- 
‘ tion on the subject may be communicated as early 
“as practicable.’ 

“ These resolutions, the effect of which would 
‘have been to produce a concert of action among 
‘the banks for the relief of the mercantile com- 
‘ munity at a period of difficulty, and to display, 
‘on the part of the Bank of the United States, a 
« determination to afford it, which could not have 


'*been unsuccessful, the board refused even to 


‘consider; they were rejected in the usual sum- 
‘mary manner, and the whole subject remains as, 
‘before—in the power of the committee on the 
‘offices. 

“It will thus be seen that, while the unlimited 
 authority.of the president to expend the funds of 
‘the bank had been deliberately confirmed, and 
‘while the committee on exchangé, selected and 
‘appointed by him, had been officially permitted 
‘to discount notes and carry on the proper busi- . 
‘ness of the board; now, in addition to all this, 
t the measures of the institution in the regulation of 
‘its vast business, at this most important crisis, 
‘were intrusted to the committee on the offices, also 
€ selected and appointed by the president, accompanied 
‘by ap explicit refusal to require them to report any of 


| © their acts to the board,” 


Mr. B. continued— 
It was not to a breach of the by-laws that he 


‘alluded as a breach of the charter. 


This high function of the board was delegated 
to a committee. This was equivalent to a delega- 


| tion by Congress to one of its committees of that 


legislative power which the Constitution vests in 


i the two Houses of Congress. 


Here an authority is given to a committee to 


| make an enormous reduction; an authority, too, 


unlimited by the terms of the resolution which 
bestows it. The whole power of the board is 
surrendered to a subaltern board. Sir, said Mr. 
Benron, I denounce it as an atrocious violation 
of the charter of the bank. He. hoped the ques- 
tion would be brought, for decision, before some 
tribunal competent to try the law and the facts, 
whether this was a violation of the charter and a 
forfeiture of it. 

Does the Senate hear me? exclaimed Mr. B. 
Lest there was a single individual whose ears had 
not caught the words, he would read them again. 
He reads and exclaims: 

The five Government directors appointed by the 


; President and Senate of the United States to rep- 


resent seven millions of public stock, and to actas 
guardians over a greater amount of public depos- 
ites, were left in the dark as to the immense busi- 
ness which might be transacted by a committee, 
left to find out what was done, like mere strangers 
to the board! 

One of these resolutions was that the Bank of 
the United States should act in concert with the 
city banks in the adoption of measures for the re- 
lief of the money market. In whatmanner wasit 
received by this imperious board?) They would 
not even consider it! They did not consider and 
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then reject it, but they refused to consider it. They 
left their course to its results, be the effect on the 
community whatever it might. 

I have not, Mr. President, said Mr. BENTON, in 
the charge which I have made—no, sir, 1 cannot 
be considered as having made it, but the charge 
which I have brought out of the document which 
both Houses have ordered to be printed as a pub- 
lic document—against the bank for having violated 
and forfeited its charter in the mode of curtailment 
which it has carried on, one branch of the charges 
was, that the mode of curtailment was illegal, the 
other was that it was unequal and partial; and it 
was now for him to prove the assertion. He 
would have recourse to the same report of the 
Government directors, (page 14.) Two factsonly, 
out of a number, he would bring before the Sen- 
ate, which would show the favoritism and ine- 


quality of this curtailment. On the 16th of Au- 


gust we find the extent of the authority assumed, 
one hundred thousand dollars was loaned to one 
individual. 

“On the 16th of August we perceived a striking 
‘instance of the extent of authority they assumed. 
‘We observed that, a week before, a single loan 
‘of no less than one hundred thousand dollars was 
‘made by the committee to one person, without 
“any authority from the board, although it had 
‘ been in session that very day; although the prop- 
t ogition for the loan must have been made before 
‘the meeting of the board, for it was submitted to 
‘the committee, by its chairman, immediately on 
‘the adjournment, and although the board had, 
‘on the same day, refused good mercantile paper. 
‘ When we made inquiry, we ascertained that the 
‘loan was not in fact done for the person whose 
‘name was entered on the books, but for a bank 
‘of which he was a director, and on account of a 
‘large debt then due from it to the Bank of the 
‘ United States, the regular payment of which was 
‘thus postponed. Wecannot doubt that the board 
‘would have refused this proposal had it been 
‘submitted tothem; but however that might have 
‘been, the assumption of such a power, exercised 
tin such a manner by the committee, is not to be 
< sanctioned, unless the other members of the 
‘board have become utterly useless.”’ 


Although the board had the same day refused | 


the paper of good men, merchants in the city, on 
the 16th day of August, when the curtailment was 
in full operation, the exchange committee, without 
the authority of the board, discounted one hundred 
thousand dollars to an individual, and refused the 
business paper of mercantile men, though well en- 


dorsed. He held that it was an improper partiality, | 


atthe very moment when the screws were turning 
on the merchants of Philadelphia, to make such a 
loan to an individual. Who was that individual? 
He figures at the head of a memorial praying for 
the restoration of the deposites! He was one of 
those who were busy in getting up public meetings 
and fae simile memorials in favor of the restoration 
of the deposites, which were to be repeated in 
showers from every part of the country, like the 


‘memorials which, two years ago, we had in favor | 


of the renewal of the charter. Could anything be 
a more remarkable evidence of favoritism and par- 
tiality than this screwing of one part of the com- 
munity with one hand, and, with the other, pour- 
ing out favors upon those who were to aid the bank 
in getting up excitements and sending memorials 
to Congress? 

Mr. B. read again: 

« Another instance was lately exhibited of the 
injustice arising from this unlimited and irrespon- 
«sible power of the committee on exchange. The 
¢ policy adopted by the board has caused curtail- 
«ments in the loans to the community to a great 
t extent. These oughtat least to be general in their 
‘operation. Yet, ona loan for a very large sum, 
c secured on stock, being offered for renewal on the 
«8th of November, all reduction was refused, on 


¿the ground that it had been originally made by | ani 
; n 4 forth their resolves to govern the opinions of the 


«the committee on exchange, some years before, 
«for an indefinite period, and that the faith of the 
«bank was therefore pledged for its continuance. 
«These resolutions, passed three years since, at a 
«time when there was great abundance of money, 
+ ‘authorized the committee on exchange to loan 
«large sums on approved collateral securities.” As- 
«suming, by virtue of these, a power which we 


‘lations bearing the impress of the same mint, to 


| communicated by a procession of grown men, who 
should make a circuit round the city, like the 


i 


‘have th d,i i ich | 
ave thus entered, it seems, into contracts which 


‘will extend to the termination of the charter, if not 
‘beyond it. These contracts, too, so far as we can 
‘learn, were not reduced to writing—in fact, the 
‘notes themselves were drawn at the usual short 
‘periods. 1t is now, at least, apparent that these 
‘t proceedings were at variance with the true policy 
‘ of the institution, and that they operate unequally 
‘on the community, whose interests ought to be 
‘impartially consulted. ?”? 

The name of this individual was not given, but 
there were circumstances which would enable him 
(Mr. B.) toidentify him. Thecommitteeappointed 
two years ago to investigate the affairs of the 
bank, reported that a loan of eleven hundred thou- 
sand dollars was made, at one time, to a broker, 
who was a relative of the president of the bank— 
a loan, too, for an indefinite term of years, and at 
five per cent. interest. This, sir, was the loan on 
which no reduction was to be made—a loan stand- 
ing at five per cent., when the merchants were 
driven to the brokers for money, at exorbitant 
premiums, to maintain their credit. There was an 
entire class of debtors to the bank who were not 
subjected at all to the curtailment; but they were 
politicians and friends, and men who were busy in 
getting up meetings for the purpose of producing 
that instantaneous action which was to restore the | 
deposites to the bank, without any examination 
into the truth of the charges made against it. 

I trust, Mr. President, continued Mr. B., that I 
have now made out the case of illegality, partial- 
ity, favoritism, and violation of the charter, upon 
the testimony of a document which would stand 
before us, and before the American people, as true, | 
until it should be disproved. He would not go | 
further into instances of favoritism; they were | 
abundant, but time forbade the detail. 

He wished now to say a word of the meetings | 
everywhere getting up to influence Congress on 


| the subject of the deposites—to coerce their ‘* in- 


stantaneous. restoration.” He had observed that 


merchants were often engaged in these meetings. 
Allow me to say, sir, that my historical reading, 
and my professional studies, have led me to enter- | 
tain an exalted opinion and high respect for mer- 
chants asa body. He need not go back to the 
middle ages, when merchants were the founders 
of States, and raised the free cities of Italy to a 
level with kingdoms and empires. He would 
refer to the merchants of England and America, 
who had a potential voice with statesmen in all 
matters of finance and commerce. The opinions 
of such men, whenever expressed, would command 
from him respect and deference; but to maintain 
their right to that respect and deference, they must 
express the opinions of merchants, and not of polil- 
ical partisans. Their meetings must be those of 
merchants, in which they speak and act for them- 
gelves, and not the meetings of lawyers and poli- 
ticians, in which the merchants made no figure. 
In such meetings the voice coming from mer- 
chants was lost; it was their own fault for merging 
their own high character in that of faction. The | 
heat and passion of a political meeting was not 
their theatre when they wished to enlighten the 
councils of the nation in matters of finance and | 


se, and they must not think it amiss if |j 2 
ace M i! ernment, as shall be necessary for that object, and 


they shared the fate of their company, and saw | 


|| their opinions no better treated than those of law- 


yers and partisan politicians. 

" Mr. B. then descanted, with some keenness, 
upon the fac simile meetings which were getting 
up all over the United States, and adopting reso- 


coerce Congress into ‘‘ immediate action. He; 
treated the motives of such meetings with consid- 
erable levity, made some cuts at lawyers and 
politicians who could decide all the points con- 
nected with the immense question of removing ! 
and restoring the public deposites, without evi- | 
dence, without facts, without hearing but a small | 
piece of one side of the question, and then put | 


country. He said he should not pay much regard 
to such sudden verdicts, although they might be 


soldiers of Joshua round the walls of Jericho, and 
deliver their resolves in a blast of rams’ horns, 
loud enough to blow down the walls of the; 


< believe the board never intended to confer, they || Capitol. 


[The hour for making up our paper having 
arrived, we are obliged to close the report. It 
will be continued on Monday.]} 

Mr. BENTON, without concluding, gave way 
to a motion to adjourn, and, 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the 


g 7 Senate ad- 
journed. ‘ 


* HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fray, January 3, 1834. 


The following bills were reported from standing 
committees, read twice, and committed, viz: 

By Mr. WATMOUGH, a bill relative to naval 
schools. : 

By Mr. EVANS, a bill granting pensions to 
certain persons therein named. i 

By Mr. CAMBRELENG, a bill to exempt 
merchandise imported under certain circumstances 
from the operation of the provisions of the act of 
19th May, 1828, in alteration of the several acts 
imposing duties on imports. 

By Mr. MUHLENBERG, a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of John M. Gregory. 

By Mr. CHINN, a bill for the relief of the 
widow and heirs of Lewis P. Davidson, 

Also, a bill for the relief of Edmund Brooke. 

By Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, a bill for 
the relief of James Kilgore. : 

By Mr. YOUNG, a bill for the relief of the. 
legal representatives of Benjamin Bird and ——— 
Pomeroy. à 

By Mr. BOULDIN, a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Amasa Soper, deceased. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill author- 
izing the Secretary of War to establish a pension 
agency in the town of Decatur, Alabama, and to 
provide for the payment of certain pensioners in 
said town; which was read twice, and ordered to 
be engrosseg and read a third time. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following resolution; 
which, under a rule of the House, lies one day on 
the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a copy of any 
contract which may have been made by that De- 
partment for the construction of a bridge over the 
Potomac river opposite to the city of Washington, 
and to transmit with the same the names of the 
contractors and their sureties, if any, and copies 
of such reports or estimates, if any, as have been 
made of the plan and probable cost of such bridge, 
and a statement of any sums of money that may 
have been paid, or have become due, under such 
contract. : 

The following resolution, heretnfore offered by 
Mr. SELDEN, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill requiring the 
commissioners of the sinking fund forthwith to 
purchase or otherwise redeem the five per cent. 
stocks of the United States, and directing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury from time to time to place 
under the control of said commissioners such funds, 
not otherwise required for the purpose of the Gov- 


in case of deficiency to sell so much of the stock 
of the Bank of the United States belonging to the 
Government as will enable them to complete the 
purchase. 

The resolution was briefly debated by Messrs. 
SELDEN and CAMBRELENG, when 

Mr. POLK moved to amend it by striking out 
the instructions to the committee to “report a bill,” 
and directing them merely to “inquire into the 
expediency” of the proposed measure. 

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. LANE then rose to address the House on 
the subject, but the hour allotted to morning busi- 
ness having expired, he was precluded from pro- 
ceeding. 

The SPEAKER communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, transmitting copies of the 
Annual Navy Register. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. POLK in the chair, on the following 
private billa: 
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A bill for the relief of John Webber. 

A ‘bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes. 

‘A bill for the relief of Alexander Boyd. 

A bill for the relief of Ezekiel Foster. 

‘A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Three Sisters. = 

A-bill forthe relief of Philip Bessom. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Joseph Rowe, deceased, . 

A bill for the relief of Horatio N. Crabb. 

A bill for the relief of John G. Reynolds. 
« A bill for the relief of John Percival and others. 

A bill for the relief of Francis and Judith Tay- 


lor. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
George Hurl, deceased. 7 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Presley Thorn- 
ton, deceased. . 

. A bill for the relief of Thomas Minor. 

A bill for therelief of the representatives of Enos 
Grannis. 

A bill for the relief of John Lobdell; and : 
* A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones. 

The committee rose, reported the bills to the 
House; and they were ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 

. On motion of Mr. P. THOMAS, it was or- 
dered that when the House’ adjoums, it will 
adjourn to meet on Monday. 

he House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole (Mr. Exxswortn in the 
chair) on the following bills. 

A bill granting pensions to several persons 
therein named. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Barham and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Bellamy. 

A bill for the relief of Luther L. Smith. 

A bill for the relief of Pearson Freeman. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Buller Claiborne, deceased. * 
` A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Doctor John Berrien. 

A bill to extend the term of certain pensions 
charged on the privateer pension fund. 

A bill to compensate Susan Decatur. 
` A bill making certain allowances as to the cap- 
tains, &c., of the marine corps. 

A bill for the relief of the widow, &c., of George 
Ludlum, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Coleman Fisher. 

A bill supplementary to the act for the relief of 
Guarringer Flaujac, of Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of Chasterlain and Pouvert. 
` A bill for the relief of Lucy Loomis. 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Small. 

A bill for the relief of Joel Wright. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Patten. 

A bill for the relief of Ann Mortimer Barron. 

And a bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Everard Meale. 

The committee rose, and reported the bills to the 


House, with the exception of the bill to compen-` 


sate Susan Decatur, which, on motion of Mr. 
PATTON, was passed over, and the committee 
asked leave to sit again on the same; which was 
granted. The bilis for the relief of the widow, 
&c., of George Ludlum, deceased, and for the 
relief of Nathaniel Patten, were postponed till 
Friday next, and the residue of the bills reported 
from the Committee of the Whole, were ordered 
to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, a Committee on 


necticut river, near the point where the 
-towns of Montague, Gill, and Greenfield 
‘meet. They are by far the most interest- 
ing waterfalls in the State, and I think I 
may safely sayin New England. Atleast, 
to my taste, the much broader sheet of 
water, the higher perpendicular. descent, 
and the equally romantic scenery of the 
surrounding country give to this cataract 
a much higher interest than is excited by 


=— 


a view. of the more celebrated Bellows’ | 
Falls, on the same river, in Walpole, New 
Hampshire, and probably the latter are 
generally regarded as the most striking | 
object of this kind in New England. 
Above Turner’s Falls the Connecticut, 
for about three miles, pursues a course 


* nearly northwest, through aregion scarcely 


yet disturbed by cultivation; and all this 
distance itis as placid as.a mountain lake, 
even to the verge of the cataract. Here 
an artificial dam has been erected, more 
than a thousand feet long, resting near the 
centre upon. two small islands. Over this 
dam the water leaps more than thirty. feet 
perpendicularly, and for a half a mile con- 
tinues descending rapidly, and foaming 
along its course. One hundred rods be- 
low the falls, the stream strikes directly 
against a lofty greenstone ridge, by which 
it is compelled to change its course 
towards the south at least a quarter of a 
circle. 

The proper point for viewing Turner’s 
Falls is from the road leading to Green- 
field, on the north shore, perhaps fifty rods 
below the cataract. Here, from elevated 
ground, you have directly before you the 
principal fall, intersected near the center 
by two small rocky islands, which are 
crowned with trees and brushwood. .The 
observer perceives at once that Niagara is 
before him in miniature. These. islands 
may be reached by a canoe from above the 
falls in perfect safety. Fifty rods below 
the cataract, a third most romantic little 
island lifts its evergreen head an image of 
peace and security, in the midst of the 
agitated and foaming waters swiftly glid- 
ing by. The placid aspect of the waters 
above the. fall, calmly emerging from the 
moderately elevated and wooded hills ata 
distance, is finely contrasted with its foam 
and tumult above the cataract. 

The country around the falls is but lit- | 
tle cultivated. On the opposite side of the 
river the observer will, indeed, perceive a 
few dwellings and the head of a canal: 
but a little beyond, wooded elevations, 
chiefly covered with evergreens, terminate 
the landscape; while in every other di- 
rection, the scenery is still more wild and 
unreclaimed from a state of nature. 

A sailing excursion from the falls, three 
miles up the stream, has all the attractions 
of a passage over a mountain lake. And 
probably the coves along the shore fur- 
nish as good sports for fishing as now 
exist in theriver. The geologist, too, will 
find the vicinity of these falls full of interest 

During high water, the roar of Turner’s 
Falls may be heard from six to ten miles. 
The magnificence of the cataract is greatly 
heightened at such a season. 

In order to visit Turner’s Falls, one must 
turn aside from every great public road; 
and although but four miles from the vil- 
lage of Greenfield, this circumstance shows 
why they are so seldom resorted to by 
travellers —Hitchcock’s Geological Report. i 


Orp Branpy.—Weare informed by the 


collector from Great Egg Harbor, that dur- 


ing the late gale, four pipes of brandy and 
some pieces of silk were found on Peck’s 
beach, which no doubt came from the 
brig Perseverance, wrecked on that beach 
eighteen years ago. The liquor possesses 
all the good properties of age, but tasted 
strongly of bilge water. It was sold on 
the 25th by the commissioner of wrecks, 
in Cape May county, for 63 to 76 cents a 
gallon. The silk wasas bright and nearly 
as strong as new. The Perseverance was | 
from Bordeaux, bound to Philadelphia, 
bilged and sunk in the year 1815.—PAil- 
adelphia Coffee House Books. 


It is said the police duties in London 
are much more active during the sitting 
of Parliament, as the thieves, when that 
body is prorogued, follow the aristocracy 
into the country. Every class of animals, 
like those of the vegetable kingdom, are 
infested with a particular class of parasites 
and vermin that feed upon them. 

It is not, perhaps, generally known in 
this country, that one of the most gifted 
and powerful writers and poets of the age, 
Allan Cunningham, was a mason by trade, 
and is at present, and has been for years, 
occupying the humble birth of foreman in 
the workshop of the celebrated sculptor: 
Chantrey, at London. Allan is about pub- 
lishing a new edition of his Life of Burns,. 
and other works. 

The herring, salmon, and other fisheries 
of Great Britain alone, amount to £700,000 
per annum, and employ over eighty thou- 
sand persons. 

Some robbers at London were lately 
discovered upon the roof of a house, from 
which, contrary to their usual custom, they~ 
were about making a descent, into the 
apartments below. The night being dark 
the people set fire to the chimney, by the 
help of which the culprits were pursued 
and taken. 7 

A member of Parliament presenting a 
petition of the weavers, complaining of 
the pressure of the times and want of em- 
ploy, said they had worked so hard and 
spun so much yarn, that they had not a 
shirt to cover their backs. 

From the recent numerous murders’ 
committed in England, by administering 


; arsenic, and the pretext set up by the ac- 


cused that the poison was purchased to 
destroy rats, and from the narrow escape 
from death of three children while asleep, 
who were attacked by a ferocious rat, we 
should imagine that the country was over- 
run with the vermin. 

The new police lately created in Lon- 
don, being under the direction of the Gov- 
ernment, has awakened the jealousy of 
the people, who apprehend. that it may 
become an engine of despotic power and 
tyrannical espionage, as in France and 
some other countries. 


The back numbers of the Congressional 
Globe aré exhausted, or will be before this 
sheet reaches subscribers. Therefore, those 
who may subscribe hereafter, cannot be 
furnished with a complete file. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 1834. 


[The conclusion of Mr. Poxx’s speech on Thurs- 
day, January 2d, commenced in the last number 
of the Congressional Globe, cannot be continued 
in this for want of room.] 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 6, 1834. 

A message was received by the hands of Mr. 
Donelson, his Private Secretary, from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, stating that he had 
received a communication from the consul of the 
United States at Tangier, advising him that he 


had obtained a present, in his official character, of | 


a lion and two horses; but conceiving that he had 
no right under the Constitution, which he felt 
himself bound to support, to accept these presents, 
he thought it to be his duty to submit the animals 
to the contro! of the national authorities. 

Mr. CLAY remarked that he had an idea of 
moving that the message be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture; but upon reflection he 
noved that it be referred to the Committee on 
foreign Relations; which was agreed to. 


Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the credentials | 


of the Hon. ALEXANDER PORTER, á Sen- 
tor from the State of Louisiana, in the place of 
the Hon. Josiah S. Johnston, deceased; which 
were read; and the new Senator appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, making appropriations for the service 
of the Government, with amendments; which 
were considered, and, after some explanatory re- 
marks by Mr. WEBSTER, was ordered to be 

read a third time. 
' Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for therelief of John 
Pushell. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 


tee, also reported a bill in favor of the widow and |; 


heirs of Felix Adrain. 

Mr. POINDEXTER; from the same commit- 
tee, reported unfavorably to the petition of the 
Common Council of e oe 

Also, unfavorably to the petition of Stephen P. 
Payne, for a township of land for missionary ser- 
vices rendered by him. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of State, responsive 
to the following resolution of Mr. EWING, which 
was inadvertently stated by our reporter to have 
been presented to the Senate on Friday: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State lay be- 
fore the Senate a copy of the commission under 
which William J. Duane lately acted as Secretary 
of the Treasury, and a copy of the commission 
under which Roger B. Taney now acts as Secre- 
tary. 

Which was read, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
hereby is, requested to transmit to the Senate, a 
copy of the evidence furnished him by Mountjoy 
Bailey, to prove that he was entitled to his com- 
mutation of five years’ full pay, as a captain in the 
Maryland Line in the war of the Revolution, and 
that he never received the same fromthe United 
States agreeably to the proviso in the act of Con- 
gress of the 26th May, 1830, entitled ‘An act for 
the relief of Mountjoy Bailey.’’ 

` Which was adopted, the standing order being 
dispensed with by unanimous consent. 


Mr. McKEAN presented memorials from cer- | 


tain State banks in Pennsylvania, asking that the 
public deposites might be restored to the Bank of 
the United States; which, on his motion, were 
ordered to lie upon the table, and be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
tien: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- 

> 


6 


| tion within the Department showing the injury 


propriation for erecting.a light-house at Michigan 
City, on Lake Michigan, in the State of Indiana, 
and of establishing a, port of delivery at that 
place. ` 

_ Mr. SHEPLEY offered the following resolu- 
ten: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the repair of the 
military road constructed by the United States in 
the State of Maine, leading from the river Matta- 
nawcook to Houlton. 

Mr. SHEPLEY submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be di- 
rected to communicate to the Senate any informa- 


done by storms during the month of December 
last to the pier on the western side of the en- 
trance to Kennebunk river, in the State of Maine, 
and the necessity of an immediate repair; and to 
furnish an estimate of the sum required to make 
the necessary repairs. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice 
the other day, introduced a bill granting a certain 
amount of public lands for the benefit of female 
schools in particular States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of Mr. HENDRICKS— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making a further appropriation for the construc- 
tion of the Cumberland road, in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois. 

The resolution of Mr. HENDRICKS— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
upon the pension list applicants who shall be able 
to prove three months’ service in the revolutionary 
wn agreeably to the requisitions of the law of 
1832. 

The resolution of Mr. SWIFT—. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from St. 
Alban’s, in Vermont, to Plattsburg,in New York. 

Were severally taken up and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of Noah Stayley; 

A bill for the relief of John Kimberin; 

Were severally ordered to a-third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Knox being un- 
der consideration, Mr. BLACK moved an amend- 
ment, and suggested that it lie upon the table; but 
at asubsequent hour it was taken up on motion of 
Mr. POINDEXTER, and, with the amendment, or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Eli Robinson being 
called up, Mr. MOORE moved that it be made the 
special order for Monday next, but at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. NAUDAIN it was laid upon the table 
upon the motion of Mr. MOORE. 

Petitions and memorials were presented during 
the morning, by Senators SILSBEE, SPRAGUE, 
McKEAN, and LINN; among them the memo- 
rial of certain citizens asking the construction of 
a breakwater at Sandy Bay, in Massachusetts. 

The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day. : 

REMOVAL OF PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. CLAY on the 26th 
ultimo. 

Mr. BENTON continued—[We are compelled 
to omit his remarks in the Congressional Globe 
for want of room.] 


Mowpay, January 6, 1834. 


Mr. SELDEN presented the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the city of New York, on the’ 


Vor. 1....No. 6. 


subject of the currency. Mr. S. remarked that 
a memorial had been published in the newspapers 
without the knowledge or approbation of the 
Board of Trade. This board, he would add, rep- 
resented the great body of New York merchants 
who were engaged in the internal trade of the 
country. The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BINNEY presented a similar memorial 
from the Board of Trade. in Philadelphia, and 
remarked that, as the memorialists had gone more 
at length into the causes of the existing distress 
consequent upon the present derangement of the - 
currency, and suggested remedies to alleviate it, 
he desired to have it read. It was read accord- 
ingly, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from a` 
meeting of merchants held in Philadelphia, of 
which. Mr. Robert Patterson was chairman, on 
the same subject; which was also referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. - 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from 
Commodore Barron, stating that he had invented 
a steam plough-ship calculated for the destruction 
of ships of war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making compensation to the heirs and 
legal representatives of John Gordon, deceased, 
who served as an officer during the revolutionary 
war, in the legion commanded by Colonel Henry 
Lee, and that the papers accompanying this rego- 
lution be committed to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of placing the names of Thomas Leverett, 
William Brooks, and Benjamin Joiner, of the 
State of Georgia, on the roll of revolutionary 
pensioners; and that the papers and documents 
herewith presented be referred to said commit- 
tee. 

On motion of Mr. LYTLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation in aid of the marine hospital of 
Cincinnati. 

On motion of Mr. LYTLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to contract for the transportation of the mail 
by steamboat navigation from Louisville to New 
Orleans. . 

The CHAIR presented a message from the 
President of the United States; which was read as 
follows: 


Wasnixncron, January 6, 1834. 
To the House of Representatives: 
Icommunicate to Congress an extract of a letter 
recently received from James R. Leib, consul of 
the United States at Tangier, by which it appears 


Ii that that officer has been induced to receive from 


the Emperor of Morocco a present of a lion and 
two horses, which he holds as belonging to the 
United States. There being no funds at the dis- 
posal of the*Executive applicable to the objects 
stated by Mr. Leib, I submit the whole subject to 
the consideration of Congress for such direction 
as in their wisdom may seem proper. 

I have directed instructions to be given to all our 
ministers and agents abroad, requiring that, in fu- 
ture, unless previously authorized by Congress, 
they will not, under any circumstances, accept 
presents of any description from any foreign State. 

I deem it proper, on this occasion, to invite the 
attention of Congress to the presents which have 
heretofore been made to our public officers, and 


! which have been deposited, under the orders of 
‘the Government, in the Department of State. 


Those articles are altogether useless to the Gov- 
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ernment; and the care and preservation of them 
in the Department of State are attended with con- 
siderable:inconvenience. a mnt 
That provision of the Constitution which pro- 
hibits any officer, without the consent of Congress, 
to accept any present from any foreign power, 
may be considered as having been satisfied by the 
surrender of the articles to the Government, and 
they might now be disposed of by Congress to | 
those for whom they were originally intended, or 
to their heirs, with obvious propriety in. both 
cases—and in the latter would be received as grate- 
fal memorials. of. the character of the present, 
As, under the positive order now given, similar 
presents cannot hereafter be received, even for the 
purpose of being placed at the disposal of the Gov- 
ernment, I recommend to Congress to authorize, by 
jaw, that the articles already in the Department of 
State’ shall be delivered to the persons to whom 
they were originally presented, if living, and to 
the-heirs of such as may have died. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
The House suspended the rule, for the purpose 
of enabling Mr. LEWIS, of Alabama, to offer 
the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire whether (he sera of 
the treaty of March, 1832, with the Creek tribe of 
Indians, in the State of Alabama, be inconsistent 
with the sovereign right of jurisdiction of said || 
State, within its limits; and whether the execution | 
of said treaty has so far conflicted, or is likely to ' 
conflict, with the operation of the laws of said 
State over the country ceded by such treaty, and 
if so, to inquire whether some act of legislation, 
consistent with the rights of said Indians, may 
not be necessary to prevent such conflict; and 
that said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. . 
Mr. L, said he felt it his duty to submit to the 
House the reasons that induced him to bring this | 
subject before the House. It was for the purpose 
of preventing any conflict between the Executive 
ani the authorities of the State of Alabama. It 
might be sufficient for him in the outset to state, 
that long before the execution of the treaty made 
with the Indians in Alabama, the lands in question 
had been under the jurisdiction of the State, and 
` the laws of Alabama were in full force over the 
country, when the Government of the United 
States. claimed the right, under the act of 1807, to , 
send there the deputy marshal to impede such im- | 
provements as were made by resident inhabitants ! 
of the State, and to remove them as intruders. ! 
This power in the treaty was objected to at the 
time the treaty was made by the people of Ala- 
bama, but it was supposed that all matters con- |i 
nected with it would be subjected to the decision | 
of the judicial tribunals of Alabama. The recent |! 
act of the Government, however, amounted to a || 
total abolition of the State jurisdiction. it was ti 
hoped, that as the execution of the orders for 
the removal had been delayed, there would not i| 
be any further action on those orders, and the '| 

people of the State had a right to believe so. The | 

subject had not been alluded to in the annual | 
message, as he contended it was the duty of the || 
if 

! 

| 

i} 


President to have done, that Congress might have || 
its attention called to such a state of things, and | 
have taken such measures as would have prevented |! 
the possibility of any conflicts. But he supposed | 
this wag not done in this instance because the | 
Executive thought proper to do what was now be- į 
come an every day practice, to exert the military |! 
power of the Government at his will against the |! 
constituted State authorities, without deigning to 
inform Congress. Upon consultation with his 
colleagues, they agreed with him in‘ opinion, that || 
it was hardly possible that the Government would ; 
proceed in the steps they have taken to remove || 


| feel it his duty to enforce the orders whilst the | 


| show not only that the President did not on other | 


i} because he believed it to be incompatible with their 


ately upon that being done, and were justified in 


action of the Executive, Who would, he hoped, not 


subject itself was before the House, and when he, | 


asa Representative from the State of Alabama, had | 


applied for a repeal of the law under which the | 
right of removal was claimed. a ai] 
He could not anticipate that any objections | 
would be made to the resolution, as it was one | 
simply of inquiry, and was presented with a view: į 
to prevent any collision by force, and did not com- ! 
promise the rights or merits of either side of the 
question. It might be objected that Congress had 
no jurisdiction in this case; that ithad no power to 
violate a treaty which had been duly ratified; but | 
if, on inquiry, the treaty itself was found to be un- | 
constitutional, he maintained that it was not only | 
the right, bat it wasthe duty of Congress to repeal | 
the act, and they could, if necessary, indemnify | 
any party who might have claims for indemnity |! 
upon the country in consequence of it. Gentlemen | 
might speak of the obligations of treaties, and of | 
the necessity that existed for fulfilling their stipu- | 
lations; but he thought a stronger and higher duty | 
was imposed on them, namely, to preserve the ii 
Constitution of the country—to preserve the rights || 
of the States, which, resting on the Constitution į 
as their basis, could notin any respect be impaired : 
without a gross violation of that Constitution. He | 
hoped the House, considering the collision which || 
had already taken place, and what was still likely | 
to take place, if the orders of the Executive were | 
not delayed, would be induced to reconsider the | 
basis upon which thetreaty was founded, and thus |; 
prevent a resort to military force, the ultima ratio || 
regum. He would remark, # anticipation of ob- 
jections as to the powers of Congress in cases | 
where treaties were made, as it wasa mooted point | 
whether Congress had the power to withhold an || 
appropriation for a treaty that had been ratified, | 
that treaties could not be made except between | 
sovereigns, and that he maintained the Creek In- ' 
dians could not be considered a sovereign State or : 
people at the time the treaty was made, as they | 
and their lands were then subject to, and under } 
the acknowledged lawsof Alabama. He believed į 
that a timely survey of the lands would have pre- | 
vented all this difficulty. Hedid notimpute blame | 
to any person for this delay; but felt that it was || 
unfortunate, and that a greater delay had taken 
pee ae was expected. Thepeopleof Alabama 
ad no right to suppose that the present conflict | 
could have arisen between them ånd the present ; 
Executive, knowing that the President had on so || 
many occasions notoriously asserted the complete | 
right of the States to extend their laws over the | 
Indian tribes within their limits. Butiftheactof || 
1807 had been, or is to be now, enforced, he would || 


occasions believe it his daty, but ifhe did, that he 
knowingly and willingly violated his duty in not | 
acting upon it. The President had, in the conflict || 


Cherokee ang Choctaw tribes, expressly recog- | 
nized the right of that State; he did not enforce | 
the law against the State authorities in that case, | 
rights. Georgia took the Indian Jands, had them 
surveyed, and since disposed of by lottery, and | 
yet their acts were not called in question, nor any | 
military force displayed, as was recently done at || 
Fort Mitchell. The Indians had not originally | 
made any other stipulation in the treaty than that 
‘they were to remain on the lands until their 
crops were gathered.” The State had reason to |! 
supposé that they would have removed immedi- |! 

1 


extending their laws and taking the country under | 
their jurisdiction. ` 

So far from deserving punishment these settlers ! 
were considered as pioneers, and were encouraged | 


the persons from the lands, as it was impossible | 
that the contemplated locations would be made |! 
before the 15th of this month, the time named in |! 
the order for removal. He had, however, applied :! 
to the Secretary of War to delay the execution of || 
the order, that the locations might be made, and j! 
the removal rendered unnecessary, and he had | 
received his answer, that the time could not be |! 
lengthened, and that the order was not revoked. |! 
He, under these circumstances, felt it his duty to | 
offer this resolution. He had a further object in || 
submitting it, that it might immediately arrest the | 


| profitably sold as that which was settled by those | 


as such both by the Government and the State of 


Alabama. No Government land had been so'i 


pioneers. It was not true that they injured the 
lands in any respect, or incommoded the Indians. | 
They had also the express pledge of the Gov- | 
ernment that they’should not be removed-till the 
selections were made. Yet military force has; 
been employed to remove persons as intruders | 
who settled by express permission from the} 

i 

if 


Secretary of War. Their numbers had now in- | 
creased to thirty thousand, and he submitted to: 


j| by whose order the act was done. 


| power. 


j! enforce Executive decrees. 


the House, with what propriety their instantane- 
ous removal had been ordered, after repeated dec- 
larations from the Government that they should 
remain till the selections weremade. Mr. Speak- 
er, itisa matter of curiosity to look at the cause 
of that change of policy. Why has the President 
so suddenly changed his views? It is not pre- 
tended that the public lands have sustained any 
injury from the settlers, or that they have set up 
an adverse title to that of the United States, or that 
they have interferetl with the rights of the Indians. 
On the contrary, the interests of the Indians have 
been promoted by the settlement; many of the 


i Indians had reservations to seil, the value of which 


was increased by the competition of the settlers. 
But still those settlers were to ke driven away— 
for what purpose? To enable a few Government 
pet agents and surveyors to purchase these very 
reservations for a trifle. {t was under the influ- 
ence of those individuals that the order for the re- 
moval of the Indians had been given. The char- 
acter of the settlers, for this purpose, had been 
slandered by these men, and the feelings of the 
Indians towards the setlers had been grossly mis- 
represented. The great body of the Indians never 
did oppose thesettlement of these people among 
them. No two people, he would undertake to 
say, distinct in language, color, and_habits, ever 
lived together more harmoniously. The rights of 
the Indians were respected and protected. The 
laws were equitably enforced against all persons 
who infringed, in any way, upon their rights, 
Public opinion there would not tolerate the least 
injustice to an Indian. He knew the character of 
the settlers of that country—-they were his con- 
stituents, and he knew. that they were unjust! 

represented ag intruders on the’publiclands. Their 
character was as respectable—he called his col- 
leagues to witness—as that of any portion of the 
people of Alabama. They had been slandered 
by those who were interested in procuring their 
removal. These people were not intruders with- 
in the meaning of the laws. -They had settied 
under the protection of the Government, of the 
State of Alabama and of the United States, with 
a view to become purchasers of Indian reserva- 
tions, The deputy marshal now undertook, upon 
ex parte testimony, to decide who were intruders, 
The jurisdiction of the courts of Alabama, in all 
cases of trespass, was wholly set aside. Ifa 
white man intruded. upon the Indians, relief was 
given by our laws;. but it was now to be given 
summarily by the. United States marshal. The 


| Executive was impatient of the Jaw’s delay, and 


he orders the marshal to decide, and to enforce 
his decision by the bayonet of. the United States 
as soon as itis made. One individual had already 
lost his life in consequence of this usurpation of 
authority—a more atrocious act than the murder 
of Owens was never perpetrated in any country 
calling itself free. Here Mr. L. read an account 
of the transaction, as given by the deputy mar- 
shal. Thus a citizen of Alabama was shot down 
by order of a deputy marshal under the instruc- 
tions of the President. With the deputy he had 
nothing todo. His case was before the proper 
tribunal. My business is with the President, 
I hold the 


i| Government responsible for the deed, until it dis- 


avows it, The Secretary of War justified the act. 
Ís the Army and Navy to be prostituted, to such 
purposes of oppression? Ifso, I will vote for their 


| abolition. We want no such aid to the Executive 


They ought to be disbanded to-morrow, 
if they are kept up, not for foreign foes, but to 
If the Army was the 
bulldog of the President, ready to makean attack 
and draw blood at his -bidding, he submitted 
whether the military power did not govern in Ala- 
bama, and whether the republican form of govern- 
ment guarantied to each State by the Constitution, 
now existed there? Where isthe law? In the 
mouth of a deputy marshal. Who executes it? A 
hireling soldiery. 

The act of 1807 was incompatible with State 
sovereignty. it was passed at a time when the 
condition of lands and Indians was very different 
from what it now is. He had not gone so fully 
as he could have wished into this subject. He 
came forward to demand for his constituents a res- 
toration of the right of trial by jury, and of a 
republican form of government. i 


1834. 
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Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, thought, he 
said, we had subjects of excitement enough before 
us without the addition of this. Its introduction 
into the House at this time would hasten the col- 
lision which the gentleman deprecates, by agitating 
the citizens cf Alabarna. He saw no cause for 
the intervention of Congress in the case, and there 
was certainly no occasion for any action on the 
subject before the 15ih. 

Mr, LEWIS said if anything was to be done, it 
must be done quickly. The order for removal was 
unrevoked, and would be executed by military 
force on the 15th of this month. It was a question 
of peace or war. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, said, of what use 


would be the action of this House after the 15.h? }! 


hat is the time when the mischief is to be done; 
when the orders of the Executive are to be en- 
forced. The gentleman from Pennsylvania says 
there is no cause for the interposition of Con- 
gress. If the threatened removal of people from 
lands to which they have been invited, and if the 
subjection of the country to military law be not 
eause for intervention in a free Government, he 
knew not what could be. Last year instructions 


were sent to the marshal of Alabama to remove | 


all persons against whom any Indian had made a 


complaint. ‘There were always some individuals | 
who, from interested motives, would induce the || 
He knew the fact |} 


Indians to complain of him. 
that immediately after the murder of Owens, the 


land which he had occupied was taken possession | 


of by another white man. Owens was killed that 


another white man might possess his improve- | 


ments. The State of Alabama extended its laws 


over the Indians and Indian lands within its limits. |! 
Now the archives of the Government would show |: 
that any law in contravention of the jurisdiction | 


of the States over Indians and Indian lands was 
held by the President and Secretary of War as 
null and void. 


the Indians, | é 
the intervention of Congress in this case. 


laws of any State within the limits of that State 
and that this House had sanctioned the President’s 


views on the subject by appropriating large sums | 


for the removal of the Indians, according to the 
recommendation of the Executive. The opinion 
of the Attorney General, that the law of 1807 au- 
thorized the removal, was, in his opinion, incor- 
rect. It might apply to public property in a Ter- 
ritory, but not in a State. But in this case the 
action of the Government was upon the reserva- 
tions of Indians, which were individual property. 
W here was the difference between property owned 


by a white citizen and an Indian, and why should |) 


the summary Government process apply to one 
and not to another? The gentleman from Al 
bama had remarked that the President was impa- 
tient of the law’s delay; would to God he were 
equally so of the insolence of office. If he were, 


he would not subject free citizens to the arbi- || i 
‘| his sentiments, he should move the Senate that || 


trary decisions of a deputy marshal. It was in 
the knowledge of every one here that one man had 
been killed in Alabama. It was also true that the 


marshal and his assistants had been indicted for i! 


murder, and true bills had been found against 
them. Suppose they are condemned, and suppose 
a citation is issued to carry up the case, by appeal, 


to the Federal courts. Suppose the citation is not | 


attended to by the State courts, and that the mur- 
derers are hung, as Tassels was in Georgia—will 
not such a conflict of jurisdiction present a case 
for the intervention of Congress? 

Mr. McKINLEY was not prepared (he said) to 
vote for this resolution. It appeared extraordi- 
nary to him that the action of the Mouse should 
be asked on a state of things on the Tth of Jan- 
uary which would not occur till the 15th of Jan- 
uary. The subject was important, and deserved 
some further inquiry. Asit was near the usual 
hour of adjourning, he now moved that the House 
adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. : 

Mr. McKINLEY moved to lay the resolution 
on the table till to-morrow, but withdrew it, and 
moved to postpone its further consideration ull to- 
morrow. , 

Mr. FOSTER remarked that this motion wouid 


The laws of Alabama were in full į: 
operation over the district of country occupied by |; 
This was also a sufficient cause for j: 
Mr.J.: 
read a number of documents showing that the |; 
President disclaimed the right of arresting the i 


la- ii 


| have the effect to defer the consideration of the 

resolution for two months, until the debate on the 
deposite question was over. 

At the request of Mr. MARDIS the ayes and 
noes were ordered on the motion. 

_ The question being taken, the motion was de- 
cided in the afimative—yeas 110, nays 107.. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 

The House then adjourned. 


| IN SENATE. 
i Tuespay, January 7, 1834. 


| Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Edward Willett. 

il Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, 
i reported bills for the relief of George H. Jennings 
|| and others. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
| without amendment a bill from the House of Rep- 
i yesentatives for the relief of Russel, David, and 
| Amos Hunt; which was read twice. 

| Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
i a bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown; which 
was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the city of New York relative 
to the removal of the deposites; the reading of 
which was dispensed with, and the memorial re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he thought it his duty to 
f avail himself. of the present occasion to make an 
‘| observation or two. Several papers and memo- 
rials of a character similar to the one just presented 
had been referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Among others he alluded to those presented yes- 
terday by an honorable gentleman from Pennsyl- 
| vania, not now in his seat, (Mr. McKean.] They 
|; were memorials from several banks in the city of 
Philadelphia, and some from banks in the interior 


distress—for there could be no doubt there was 
great distress existing in the community—to the 
Change which had taken place respecting the re- 
moval of the Government deposites. Undoubtedly 
|: this agitating subject could not have escaped the 
il attention of the Committee on Finance—a subject 
i| so notorious could not be supposed to have been 
He would state 


‘| overlooked by that committee. 


| 

| 

| 

| mit their sentiments to the Senate on this question, 
| but they could not with propriety do so until the 
| committee were put in possession of the paper 
| which was now the subject of discussion before 
| the Senate—he alluded to the report of the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury on the removal of the depos- 
| ites. 


| subject was before the Senate, and he did not wish 
; to deprive gentlemen of an opportunity of express- 
i| ing their views upon it Who were desirous of doing 
i so. He rose now to state, that at as early a dayas 
‘he could consistently with a disposition to afford 
to every gentleman an opportunity of expressing 


i the whole subject be referred to the Committee on 
| Finance. 
\ 


|| reported bills for the relief of William Anderson 
Í and Robert Claiborne; which were read twice. 

| Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia, reported a bill in favor of the 
i| Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; which 
| was read twice. . 

| Mr. MOORE presented additional papers of 
| Harrison Thomas and others; which were re- 
i| ferred to the same committee who had charge of 
li their petition. . 

| Mr. WEBSTER called up the bill for the relief 
| of Benjamin G. Lincoln, and asked the reading of 
l a letter from the Solicitor of the Treasury, explan- 
i atory of the claims of the petitioner; after which 
i| the bill, on motion of Mr. W., was ordered to be 
ngrossed and read a third time. 


f 
i 


id 

| ter from the Secretary of State, accompanied by 

i a statement of the names and compensauon of the 

i| clerks employed in that Department. £ 

i The VICE PRESIDENT aiso communicated a 

Í| letter from the Postmaster General, detailing the 
amount of moneys ($350,000) borrowed for the 


i 


of the State of Pennsylvania, ascribing the present |, 


that it was the intention of the committee to sub- | 


At an earlier day he had intended to have | 
moved its reference to that committee, but that the | 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Claims, | 


The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- |: 


use of that Department, and the names of the 
banks; which was read, and ordered to be printed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, detail- 
ing the names and compensations of the elerks in 
| that Department, and in the office of the Navy 

Commissioners, f 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill for the 
relief of John Chandler and William Johnston 
was taken up, and recommitted to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
| Mr. WILKINS presented the memorial of the 

Board of Trade of Philadelphia, in reference to the 
removal of the public deposites from the Bank of 
the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Finance, and, on motionof Mr. CLAY, 
was ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by the Clerk, stating that they had 
appointed on their part a Committee on Enrolled 
Bilis, and asked the concurrence of the Senate to 
complete the joint resolution on that subject. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, suggested that the ap- 
pointment should be made by the Chair, but a 
Senator objecting to that ccurse, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to ballot, when Messrs. KING, of Georgia, 
and LINN were chosen. 

A bill for the relief of John Timberlane; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Knox; 

A bill for the relief of George Stayley; 

A bill for the relief of Noah Stayley; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
William McGinnis, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of John Haggerty and David 
Austin; 

Were severally read a third time and passed. 
| The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
i) LUNN: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
| and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
: expediency of transporting the mail from Louis- 
| ville, Kentucky, to St. Louis, Missouri, in steam- 
| boats. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
| KING, of Alabama: p 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making an appropriation for the 
| completion of the post road from Lime creek to 
il the Chattahoochee. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. NAUDAIN, PORTER, WRIGHT, 
SOUTH ARD, WILKINS, WAGGAMAN, and 
EWING; which were severally referred to the 
usual committees. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution of Mr. TIPTON, 

That the Committee of Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation 
for erecting a light-house at Michigan City, on 
Lake Michigan, in the State of Indiana, and of 
establishing a port of delivery at that place. 

The resolution of Mr. SHEPLEY, 

That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the repair of the military 
road constructed by the United States in the State 
of Maine, leading from the river Mattanawcook 
to Houlton. 

The resolution of Mr. SHEPLEY, 

That the Sccretary of War be directed to com- 
| municate to the Senate any information within the 
' Department, showing the injury done by storms, 
| during the month of December last, to the pier on 
! the western side of the entrance to Kennebunk 
river, in the State of Maine, and the necessity of 
an immedis‘e repair; and to furnish an estimate of 
the sum required to make the necessary repairs, 

Were severally adopted; when the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the special order of the day. 


i REMOVAL OF PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 

| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. CLAY on the 26ch 
: ultimo. 

| [Mr. BENTON concluded his remarks to-day. 
i| We reluctantly, from their great length, are com- 
| pelied to omit them in the Congressional Globe.] 
|| The Senate then, on motion of Mr, SOUTH- 

ARD, adjourned 


| 
| 


in 


` Jass; 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 7, 1834. 


Mr. CLAY reported bills for the relief of Wil- 
tam Weeden; of Jeremiah Wasson; and a bill to 
grant preémption to land to settlers in township 
ten, in the St. Stephen’s land district, Alabama, 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

‘Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Clift; which 
was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. : 

‘Mr, WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, bills for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Thomp- 
son, jr:; and for the relief of Samuel A. Edmond- | 


son. 
‘Mr: MUHLENBERG, a bill for the relief of | 
John Emerson. ~ 


Me. DUNCAN, a bill to create additional land | 


districts in Hlinois, and two additional land dis- 
tricts in Michigan. 

Mr. YOUNG, bills for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Lucy Vaughan and others; of 


` Margaret Riter; and for the relief of the legal 


representatives of Joseph Torrey. 

Mr. CHINN, bills to incorporate the Wash- 
ington City Insurance Company and the Clerks’ 
Savings Company. 

Mr. GILMER, a bill to carry into full effect the 
fourth article. of the treaty made with the Creek 
nation of [ndians on the 8th January, 1821. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, a bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph H. Osgood and others; and i 

Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, a bill for | 
the relief of Henry Okes. : 

All which bills were severally read twice and | 
committed. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the President of the United States, witha 
report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in} 
compliance, with a request from the House, rela- 
tive to the Potomac bridge; which, with the ac- 
companying documents, on motion of Mr. MER- 
CER, were referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, and ordered to be printed. i 

Also, communications from the Secretaries of | 
State and of the Navy, with lists of the clerks 
employed in their respective Departments; which 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


The bill making an appropriation for the service 
of Government, in part, for 1834, having been 
returned with amendments made thereto by the 
Senate, was, on motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 


The bills for the relief of Thomas Rhodes and 
James Austin were, on motion of Mr. CONNOR, | 
committed to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Mar- 
guerite Baron, widow of Jean Pierre Ledoux; 
which bill was twice read, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and made the 
order-of.the day for to-morrow; and, on motion, 
the bill, with the report, was ordered to be printed. + 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee. on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
George Douglass, James Douglass, Stephen Doug- 
illiam House, the heirs of Joseph Doug- 
lass, deceased, Samuel House, and James Tant; : 
which bill was read twice, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and made the i 
order of the day for to-morrow, and the bill and | 
report ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of George | 
K. Jackson, of Indiana; which was read twice, 
and engrossed for its third reading-on to-morrow. 

The House refused to suspend the rule to 
enable Mr. FOSTER, of Georgia, to submit a | 
resolution to extend the. time allowed to morning 
business. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House having resumed the consideration 
of the motion to refer the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury’s report on the deposites to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means; and the questicn being upon | 
the motion of Mr. McDurris, to add to the mo- 
tion for reference the following instructions to the | 


said committee: | 


«With instructions to report a joint resolution, | 


‘providing that the public revenue hereafter col- 
“lected shall be deposited in the Bank of the 
‘United States, in compliance with the public 
< faith pledged by the charter of the said bank.” 
Mr. BINNEY rose and said, the gentleman 
from South Carolina proposes a joint resolution 
providing that the public money shall hereafter be 
deposited in the Bank of the United States, in con- 
formity with the stipulations of the charter of the 
bank. It, therefore, presents directly the question 
of the, sufficiency of the reasons given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the 
deposites, and brings up the topic of public faith 
as connected with the transaction. He meant to 
discuss this question as it became him to discuss 
it, on his first entrance into this House, and as it 
became one who was but a short time to be con- 
nected with the House—he meant to say nothing 
which hereafter could be a source of regret. As 


wearing the form and bearing the name of rea- 
sons, he would receive it as such, and try it by the 
standard of reason. He meant to take the Secre- 


take his facts as he stated them, unless those facts 
should be contradictory to each other on their face, 
in which case he must arrive at the truth in the 
best manner he could. He should add no facts to 
those adduced by the Secretary, which were not 
notorious and undisputed. Sir, the effort is al- 
most unnecessary. The great practical answer to 
the Secretary’s reasons is given by the condition 
of the country—an answer which nothing canre- 
fute, and which it requires no argument to sus- 
tain. It comes to us in the language of truth, and 
soberness, and bitterness, from every part of the 
country. He who can see in the complaints, re- 
monstrances, and prayers of the whole business 
community nothing but a theatrical trick, got up 
for effect by the friends of the bank, will remain 
blind till the catastrophe of the drama shall render 
them sensible of their delusion. Sir, the change 
produced in this country in the short space of three 
months, is without example in the history of any 
nation. [In the course of the preceding summer, 
the people were delighted and contented with the 
adjustment of several of the most fearful questions 
which ever agitated the country. The President, 
upon his reélection, was receiving, in the middle 
and eastern States, more than the honors of a 
Roman triumph from the people of every party, 
rank, andage. Nature poured out abundant har- 
vests; trade rewarded the enterprise of our mer- 
chants; the spindle and the shuttle, and every other 
instrument of the mechanic art, was laboriously 
and successfully plied; and internal improvement 


perity from the renote West. Universal content 
appeared on the broad and happy face of the land. 
W hat causes have dashed to the earth this full cup 
of national happiness and prosperity? Sir, we 
have in this country one peculiar subject of de- 
rangement, and itis an interest which is insepara- 
bly involved and connected with every other—he 
meant our currency. We had twenty scores of 
banks from which our currency was derived. 
They issued from eighty to a hundred millions of 
bank paper, and to this amount our usual metallic 
currency bore the proportion of not more than one 
to seven. Every one can see that the safety of 
these banks depends entirely upon the confidence 
of the public; that confidence depends upon the 
regularity of the machine; and that regularity must 
depend upon the proper control of the whole. 
Every one can see that this system isdiable at any 
| time to derangement; that it has worked well since 
the incorporation of the United States Bank; and 
that it has worked well only in consequence of 
the establishment of that bank. That regularity 


States Bank is at an end—so far as it can be put at 
an end by the orders of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. The balance-wheel of this system—the prin- 
ciple of control, regularity, and confidence—we 
have thrown away as contemptuously and wan- 
tonly as a boy throws away a whistle. The Gov- 
ernment, without warning to the public, had, in 
one moment, deranged and dislocated the most 
important and critical of all the interests of the 
country. The State banks are paralyzed. The 
Bank of the United States stands still, and it can 
do nothing with safety till the extent of the mis- 


the Secretary’s report had come into the House 


tary’s motives as he alleged them to be, and to | 


was bringing contributions to the general pros- | 


which was imparted to the system by the United | 


chief is ascertained and limited. Bank notes were 
falling; prices of everything were falling; stocks 
were falling, and some had fallen dead. The 
whole gravitation of the system was stopped. No. 
one here can predict the extent of the derange- | 
ment, or from what new contrivance we shall ob- 
tain relief. What, then, has caused this general 
stagnation? It was contrary to true philosophy 
to assume more causes than would be sufficient to 
account for a particular effect. We have one 
cause—the removal of the public deposites, and 
the consequent withdrawal of all regularity or 
control from the bank paper currency of the coun- 
try. i 

This, and no other cause, he should attempt to 
show, had produceg this general embarrassment. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, in bis poor judg- 
ment, had fallen into one error, for which he 
could not be easily excused. The honorable 
member from Tennessee had committed the same 
mistake. They held up two great objects for 


our sole consideration—the Bank and the Ad- . 


ministration. The principles and views of the 
Administration, according to them, are to be car- 
ried out, and the bank must yield and give way 
to them. But the country, upon which the whole 
conequences of the measure are to fall, is not 
considered as having any interest in the question. 
Those consequences we have in fall view before 
us—the bank stands undismayed, undisturbed— 
the Government struggles and shifts—the country 
is paralyzed, stupefied, sacrificed. The question 
for this House to determine is, whether we, too 
shall forget and neglect the country, or wheth 
we shall use our endeavors to put it again on its 


| feet, and aid it in recovering from the effects of an 


envenomed shaft which was aimed at the bank, 
but which glanced off and struck deep into the 
vitals of the country. ` : 

{n the year 1832 the amount of bills of ex- 
change purchased by the bank was $67,516,600; 
in the next half year upwards of forty-one mil- 
lions, The amount of bills collected in the same 
time was thirty-one millions. The bank drafts 
and the notes received out of ‘the place where 
the bank was obliged to pay them, amounted to 
a still larger sum. The notes of State banks re- 
ceived where they were not payable was over 
twenty millions. Mr. B. went into statements 
to show that the whole amount of the sums ex- 
changed by the bank in 1832 was $241,717,910. 
The foreign exchange, in addition to this, was 
over nine millions. The whole expenses of this 
agency to the country was less than one eleventh 
of one per cent. upon the amount exchanged. 
This showed the inseparable manner in which 
this bank was connected with the business and 
interests of the country. The average amount of 
loans and discounts of the bank, in 1832, was 
sixty-six millions. In 1833,-sixty-one millions. 
Now, it appeared to him that he did no injustice 
to the Secretary of the Treasury to say that it 
was the design of the act of removal to break up 
the whole machine; that it was not a casual act, 
the results of which were unforeseen, but intended 
to force the circulation from the people back into 
the bank; to cut off. the cannection of the bank 
with the people, and confine her within her own 
marble walls. Whether this was the design or 
not, this was the effect—to take her away from 
the people and compel her to wind up. Can any 
one wish a better reason than this for the stagna- 
tion, the syncope, the embarrassment of the coun- 
try? Sir, the only and the true reason lies in that 
act—the removal of the deposites. It is not the 
consequence of the removal of ten millions of dol- 
lars from one bank into another, but it was the 
consequence of the removal taken together with 
the object of removal. The removal of the depos- 
ites, as an ifSulated circumstance, could be pro- 
ductive of no important results. The conse- 
quences arose from the state of the country in 
connexion with the doctrine he had advanced. 
The bank, in six months previous to January, 
1834, had reduced her currency about nine mil- 
lions of dollars. The Bank of the United States; 
on the llth of August, 1833, held nine or ten 
millions of dollars of public money. How was 
she to pay it? The answer was, whenever and 
wherever the Secretary of the Treasury orders. 
The opponents of the bank say she should have 
paid it ih specie, Suppose she had—if it had any 
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effect, except to take the money across the streets 
and bring it back again, it would have beena 
most pernicious effect. She had her eighteen mil- 
lions of currency to sustain. She could not keep 
all her sails set, and throw all her ballast over- 
board. She was obliged to meet the payment by 
curtailing her discounts, by calling upon her own 
debtors. This was the only safe or prudent course 
for her to take. When a bank calls upon her 
debtors to return a part of the amount due to her, 
every individual debtor who has a deposite in the 
bank will necessarily draw upon it. Two and 
two do not always make four in a bank cur- 
tailment. The curtailments of the bank made in 
August, were in part met by the withdrawal of a 
portion of the private deposites from the bank. 
Mr. B. then showed that the curtailment made 
by the bank in August of four millions of dis- 
counts drew from the community less than one 
million, The reduction might be very large and 
the effect very small; and the bank, in his opin- 
ion, ought to strengthen herself: yet the curtail- 
ments which had been made tended very little to 
that object. The whole amount of reduction from 
August to January increased the means of the 
bank only to the amount of the sum which the 
Government took away. 

They are right who say that the removal of the 
deposites from the bank did not produce the dis- 
tress; but it was the universal want of confidence 
and stagnation produced by the measures neces- 
sarily taken by the bank to pay the public depos- 
ites. The object might have been accomplished 
with less embarrassment to the community if the 
Treasury Department had rendered it certain at 
what time and when the money should be paid. 
But the bank found that it had to deal with an 
enemy, who sought to come upon it by surprise 
and in the dark. The daily and weekly lists of 
sums deposited by the Government were discon- 
tinued, and large drafts were sent without notice. 
Some of these were drafts to be paid on certain 
contingencies, beyond the knowledge or control of 
the bank. Every reflecting man must say that 
the course of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
keeping these drafts hovering between Baltimore 
and Boston, to the amount of three millions, was 
alone sufficient to account for the alarm of the i 
bank, and to render advisable a much larger 
amount of curtailment than was resorted to. 
When the removal of the public deposites to a | 
State bank in Philadelphia was made, it was found 
not to be so valuable a present as was at firstsup- 
posed. ‘The private deposites lessened in the pro- 
portion that the Government deposites increased ; 
for private individuals found that the Government 
was a preferred depositor, and, in case of any dif- 
ficulty, would sweep the whole. Several other 


views he presented, to show that the State banks || 


could not, so well as the United States Bank, dis- 
count upon the publicdeposites. The days of one 
and one and a half per cent. were days of disaster 
to both borrower and lender. There was (he spoke 
from personal knowledge) a vast amount of pri- 
vate capital in Boston, New York, and Philadel- 


phia, ready to be loaned at five per cent. upon || 


security of stocks, but the universal want of con- 
fidence kept it out of the market. The great 
umount of money in the country was employed 
in bringing the craps to market, and in transport- 
ing merchandise in exchange for the crops. 

I ask, what was the structure of the bank that 
it could provide at every point for the wants of the 
Government, and at the same time promote the 
interests of the country by carrying on their ex- 
changes? But the bank having no share in the 
deposites removed, but being obliged to distribute 
them at any point, she must diminish her assist- 
ance tp thecommutiity. The State banks, he con- 
tended, could not pay the public deposites, and at | 
the same time assist the community. Let them 
and in three months time they will give it 


try it y 
ap: or, in violation of their charters, consolidate 
their relics into a United States Bank. The rem- 


edy that was to be applied to this state of things 
was apparent to every one—the restoration of the 
deposites. But the gentleman from Tennessee 
wants a sifting inquiry before he acts upon the | 
question; a sifting inquiry must be had into the | 
miserable driblets of printing accounts, and into 
the fact whether the National Intelligencer belongs 
to the bank or not, while, in the meantime, the 


neglected. 

The question for the consideration of the House 
was whether the reasons adduced by the Secretary 
of the Treasury were such as ought to be satis- 
factory to Congress? If not, then whether they 
| were not bound to consider if there was any, and 
what remedy should be applied to avert the dangers 
that were now more than apprehended to fall on 
the country in consequence of his removal of the 
deposites? It was necessary for him, then, to take 
them as given; and here he would observe, and it 
{ could not have escaped observation that the Sec- 
i retary of the Treasury had submitted various 
propositions as the basis of his action, with a state- 
ment of some particular facts, by which he justified 
that action. The arguments in the statement of 
facts made for his justification were large and 
numerous enough; whilst for the groundwork, the 
basis, there was no argument at all, neither had 
they been enlightened on this point by the honor- 
able member [Mr. Pox] who had preceded him 
[Mr. B.] in the debate. The Secretary broadly 
asserted that, whether he was right, or whether 
he was wrong, he alone was authorized to remove 
the deposites. The bank, by the removal, were, 
in legal parlance, put out of court—in fact, they 
were not entitled toa hearing asa party in the 
cause. For this, however, no reason was given. 
He next asserts, as another of his propositions, 
that Congress tied themselves up by the act incor- 
porating the bank, and in which they had given 
him alone the absolute and unconditional power 
of removal. So that if this assertion was founded 
correctly, it must follow, as a matter of course, 
that Congress could not interfere, with even the 
| best reasons in the world for doing so—the very 
| safety of the deposites themselves—they could not 
take this money from the bank. Another propo- 
sition submitted by him was, that the removal hav- 
ing even a tendency towards public convenience, 
was sufficient for him in making the removal; and 
he went further to say, that the power to remove 
conferred the power to place the public money else- 
where. But to sustain these various propositions 
no argument was given; they rested on mere dog- 
mas, and he could only, therefore, in the absence 
of any argument to sustain them, proceed to discuss 
j them negatively, and to show that if they were ex- 
amined into attentively and admitted, it would be 
conceding that which he believed the House never 
would sanction. Mr. B. here proceeded to review 
at length the reasons of the Secretary, and read 
from his letter to Congress the passages in which 
it was stated that, by repeated adjudications, the 
charter granted to the bank was in the natureofa 
contract, and by which it was alleged by the Sec- 
| retary that the power reserved to the Secretary 
over the deposites should not be restricted to any 
particular contingency, but was absolute and un- 
conditional; and thus, as he [M. B.] contended, 
he must be supposed as assuming the ground that, 
be his reasons for the removal right or wrong, it 
could be no breach of the contract to remove the 
deposites. 

The Secretary admits that the bank obtained 
their privileges for a consideration paid by them in 
money and services; he must admit, also, that the 
bank is still performing services in various ways. 
| He says that the power is absolute, although it is 
stated that the charter was in the nature of a con- 
tract, one part of which was, that he was obliged 
| to report to Congress his reasons for any use of the 


| fair construction could be puton that obligation, if 
j it was not that Congress had a right to consider 
| those reasons? Why else was it required that they 
| should be given at all? This was the common 
| sense doctrine, and which is the legal doctrine, be- 
cause the law says expressly that the reasons shall 


| so, how could the Secretary be correct in asserting 


he was bound to furnish by the terms of what he 
admits isa contract—a pecuniary contract, between 
the stockholders on the one part, and the sover- 
eignty (the United States) granting it? He con- 


| toa contract made, by which the Secretary was 
bound to furnish his reasons, he in compliance 
| with that obligation done no more than his duty; the 
bank, then, were the party who were only concerned 


| power given to him; but he [Mr. B.] asked what 


great interests of the country are set aside and | 


concern the party whom they affect; and if this be | 


! that the bank had no concern in the reasons which | 


tended that the bank being thus the admitted party || 


in the sufficiency of these reasons, and ought to 
have the justice examined into by the House. He 
found that this very right of the House was con- 
ceded, in the communication read in the debate, 
from Secretary Crawford to the House—one of the 


|| charges made against him was, that he had re- 


moved the deposites from the United States Bank 
to the bank at Chilicothe, without communicating 
his reasons for such removal to Congress. Well, 
then, did the Secretary of that day assume the 
ground now taken? Did he not say, rather in terms, 
that the omission was owing to inadvertence? And 
what further? That this very provision—the sub- 
mitting the reasons to Congress— was intended 
for the benefit of the bank.” Mr. Secretary Craw- 
ford again admits that the reasons were to be com- 
municated to Congress. Why? Because it was 
necessary that Congress should know where the 
public money should be deposited. Hé concluded, 
therefore, and maintained, that the assertion that 
the power of the Secretary was absolute and un- 
conditional was not made out; was in the face of 
this former precedent of Secretary Crawford; and 
had only arisen from the very poverty of the case. 
He trusted that Congress would not sanction such 
a principle as that, in a case of actual contract, 
after a bonus had been paid by the bank, and ser- 
vices rendered by them, estimated at nearly 
$200,000 per annum, the Secretary could, for in- 
sufficient reasons, thus commit what was a breach 
of the contract for which this bonus and services 
were paid; and Congress, supposing his reasons 
to be insufficient, had not power to bring the sub- 
ject back, and reverse a decision which might be 
proved to be contrary to a sense of common justice. 
The House had the right to inquire into these 
reasons and into their justice. They were bound 
to do this, lest they might have heen dictated by 
| caprice, and thus the public faith had been violated, 
and the bank turned away from the enjoyment of 
| what was their purchased rights. 

The next proposition assumed by the Secretary 
which he meant to discuss was, that the power 
reserved to the Secretary did not depend for its 
exercise on the safety of the money, or the fidelity 
with which the bank had conducted itself, but 
| that he (the Secretary) had the right whenever 
| the public interest required it. Mr. B. would, 
however, defer this until the next day, if favored 
| by the House with an adjournment. 

Mr. MERCER rose and submitted a motion to 
| that effect; which prevailed. 


IN SENATE. 
Wennesparx, January 8, 1834. 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on En- 
| grossed Bills, made a report. 

Mr. TOMLINSON gave notice that he should 
ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bill, the natura 
of which could not be understood. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the select committee 
reported a bill, with an amendment, on the subject 
of French spoliations prior to 1800; which was 
read, and on motion of Mr. W., was made the 
special order of the day for Wednesday, the 5th 
of February. 

Mr. MORRIS made a report from the Com- 
mittee on Engrossed Bills. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN introduced a letter from 
the Go¥ernor of Louisiana, enclosing the follow- 
ing resolutions; which were read: : ; 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Slate of Louisiana in General Assembly con- 
vened, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our Representatives requested, to support such 
measures as they may deem expedient to terminate 
equitably the disputes existing between occupants 
of land in thecounty of Feliciana, who claim under 
titles derived from the Government of the United 
States, and those claiming the same land under 
grants from the Spanish or other authorities. 

And be it further resolved, &c., That the Governor 
be requested to transmit copies of these resolutions 
to our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

ALCEE LABRANCHE, ‘ 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
C. DERBIGNY, 

President of the Senate. 


i 
| Approved December 19, 1833. 
A. B. ROMAN, 


Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
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Mr. WAGGAMAN proposed that the resolu- 


tions be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. , 

Mr. POINDEXTER conceived that the proper 
reference would be to the Committee on Public 
‘Lands. : 

After some conversation between these gentle- 
“men, the vote was taken upon the reference to the 
Committee on Foreign: Relations, and carried— 
ayes 24, noes not counted. 


The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie one day upon the table: 

By Mr. SPRAGUE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
subscribing, for the use of Congress, to a new sta- 
tistical work proposed to be published by George 
Watterson. 

By Mr. MANGUM, 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the 
-14th of May, 1830, directing the Secretary of the 
‘Senate to contract with the printer of the House 
of Representatives for copies of the documents 

rinted by order of the House, be, and the same 
is hereby, rescinded. 

By Mr. KENT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
‘and: Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of so modifying the law regulating 
the Post Office Department as to authorize the 
transmission by mail of such books and public 
records, whether bound or in boards, as the Ex- 
ecutive of the respective States are in the habit of 
interchanging with each other, upon such terms 
as will best comport with the importance of the 
object. 

By Mr. PORTER, 
` Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
Yected to report to the Senate the number of fail- 
ures which have occurred during the last twelve 
months in carrying the mail between the city of 
Washington and New Orleans by the southern 
route, and the number and amount of forfeitures 
enforced by him in consequence of those failures 
during the same period. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of Mr. LINN, 

That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads beinstructed to inquire into the expediency 
of transporting the mail from Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, to St. Louis, Missouri, in steamboats; 

And the resolution of Mr. KING, of Alabama, 

That the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation for the comple- 
tion of the post road from Line Creek to the Chat- 
tahoochee— 

Were taken up and adopted. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. TOMLINSON, FRELINGHUYSEN, 
BIBB, WAGGAMAN, LINN, and PORTER; 
which were referred to appropriate committees, - 

Mr. WILKINS presented a petition from the 
board of trustees of Alleghany College, in Penn- 
sylvania, stating that they proposed incorporating 
manual labor with collegiate studies, an 
Congress to grant them lands to carry ingo effect 
their object; which, on motion of Mr. WILKINS, 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time: 

A bill for the relief of John Haggerty and David 
Austin. [This bill was improperly stated yester- 
day as having passed.} ` 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin C. Minturn. 

A. bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons, of 
New York. 

A bill for the relief of Enoch Spencer. 

A bill for the relief of Phineas Sprague and 
others. 

A bili for the relief of John Harter. 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Felix Adrain. 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell. 

A bill for the relief of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company 


barr. 


asking | 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert La- | 


{had come up’ very unexpectedly. 


Mr. RIVES presented a memorial of the repre- 
sentatives of General Thomas Nelson, deceased, 
praying compensation for services in the revolu- 
tionary war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. : 

Mr. RIVES also presented the memorial of cer- 
tain citizens of Virginia, asking relief for damages 
sustained by French spoliations prior to 1800, 
which he declined sending for the present to the 
select committee on that subject, they having made 
a-report this morning, and moved that the memo- 
rial be laid upon the table. . 

Mr. HENDRICKS reported a bill for the relief 
of George Kinn; which was read and committed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day. 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


` The question being on the motion of 

Mr. BENTON to strike out Mr. Cray’s 
second resolution and insert the amend- 
ment— 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that he desired 
to express his views on this question, but 
a resolution had been interposed as an 
amendment, on which he had no wish to 
say anything. Any remarks which he 
might be disposed to make now, ought, 
agreeably to parliamentary usage, to be 
upon the amendment, and therefore it was 
his desire that the question should be put 
on the amendment, and he would, there- 


fore, reserve what he had to say on the} 


general question until that should be dis- 
posed of; he therefore asked the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. . 

Mr. FORSYTH said that this question 
The 
gentleman who offered the amendment 
[Mr. Benton] was not in his seat, and as 
he could not possibly have expected this 
state of things, he would move to lay the 
subject on the table. 

Mr. CLAY hoped not. 

.Mr. GRUNDY did not feel willing to 
lay the matter on the table. He would 
rather the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Benton] should be present, but yet he 
thought the motion of the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. SourHarp] a very proper 
one. He (Mr. G.) had no desire to say 
a word on the main question, but he 
wished that the Senate might be full. The 
gentleman (Mr. B.] lived very near the 
Capitol, and if the Senate would delay a 
few minutes, he thought he would be in. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
lost. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said he thought 
the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
SouUTHARD] was not right in his view. 
The whole subject was open for discus- 
sion on the motion to strike out, and he 
hoped the gentleman would take up the 
subject as he proposed to do. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he had a sin- 
gle remark to make. The great subject 
under consideration grew out of the rea- 
sons of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
his removal of the Government deposites. 
The amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Benton] has no relevancy 
to this question whatever. It was a dis- 
tinct substantive proposition, and one in 
which he would certainly succeed if it 
were made agreeably to parliamentary 
usage. The gentleman could have Mr. 


i 


| Biddle’s testimony, as well as that of any 
| other person. He could have it by the 
appointment of a committee of investiga- 
tion. But while the Senator from Mis- 
souri was considering the reasons of the 
Secretary, he concludes his speech of four 
day’s continuance, by moving a question 
which was in no way connected with the 
subject. He thought the Senator [Mr. 
SourwarD] was right in desiring to dis- 
| entangle this from the great subject, and 
i therefore he hoped an immediate question 
would be taken upon the amendment, | 
which he considered frivolous. Placed 
i where it was, it might, indeed, be said to 
be ridiculous, because it placed the Sen- 
ate in the attitude of a grand jury, impan- 
nelled to try certain charges against the 
officers of the United States Bank. He 
hoped the Senate would either get rid or 


l or adopt the proposition, so that an in- 
| quiry might be had into the sufficiency of 


ithe reasons of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for the removal of the deposites. 

Mr. FORSYTH said that the Senator 
not now in his seat could not have antici- . 
pated that such would be the fate of his 
resolution. He hoped to hear the remarks 
of the Senator from New Jersey; he desired 
no delay, but he trusted that this proposi- 
tion would not be hurried on when it had 
been thus violently assailed by the gentle- 


| man, (Mr. Pornpexter.] But he, Mr. F., 


would say that the proposition has relation 
to the question before the Senate. He 


' begged leave to call attention to ite Mr. 


F. read the amendment. 
Now, sir, said Mr. F., what is the sub- 


| ject before the Senate? It is a condemna- 


tion of the reasons of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for an official act. And among 
those reasons there was a charge against 
the Bank of the United States for the im- 
proper curtailment of its discounts, and 
the improper manner of doing it, and that 
it had interfered in elections, and prosti- 
tuted its means for political purposes. 
Now, has it not relation to the subject? 
As respects the propriety of the proposed 
course of calling witnesses to the bar of 
the Senate, that was a very different ques- 
tion. He was not quite satisfied that it 
was correct. But the proposition was 
certainly in order, and it ought not to ex- 
cite the surprise of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. P.] He, Mr. F., con- 
curred in some respects with the views of 
the gentleman, [Mr. Benron,]} but he was 
not satisfied to take the statements of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. F. was here told that Mr. Benron was in 
the Chamber, and he then resumed hig seat. 


The VICE PRESIDENT having stated the 
question, oo 


Mr. KANE asked for a division of it, to end 
with striking out. 


The VICE PRESIDENT read the rule, to show 


| that the motion was not in order. 


Mr. BENTON said he did not wish to embar- 
rass gentlemen by pressing his amendment, but 
suggested his readiness to modify it by a motion 
to strike out and afterwards to insert, but he did 
not consider it material. 

The question being on theadoption of the amend- 
ment in lieu of the second resolution, 


Mr. CHAMBERS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Grundy, Hill, 
Kane, Linn, Morris, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, and Wright—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks, Kent, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Knight, McKean, Mangum, Moore, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, 
Webster, and Wilkins—34. 

The question recurring on the adoption of Mr. 
Cray’s resolutions, 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that as the question 
recurred upon the reasons of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the removal of the deposites, and 
the resolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky 


founded upon them, he would endeavor to meet | 


it. It presented a serious and very important 
question. For sixteen years past the money of 
tite people had been deposited in the place selected 
by Congress and the laws for its reception, and it 
has now been removed and deposited in places 
where Congress has not directed it to be placed, 
to wit: in some twenty or thirty of the State banks. 
It was, before the removal, in the place which 
Congress had created, and it is now where Con- 
gress has no control over it. It therefore presents 
a question most intimately connected with the 
safety, welfare, and best interests of the country. 
It was not a question of office or of place, or 
whether the Bank of the United States should be 
rechartered or not. Itis a question placed far 
above it; it rises higher, and fixes and determines 
forever after the powers delegated to a high func- 
tionary of the Government; and when political 
aspirants shall be forgotten, and the scramble for 
oftice shall be at an end, it will stand in bold relief 
before posterity as the assumption and exercise of 
an enormous power, It becomes us, therefore, to 
consider the subject with calmness and delibera- 
tion, and he proposed to consider—first, what the 
Secretary has done; second, the principles by 
which he has been governed; and third, the rea- 
sons he has given for doing the act. j 

lst. What has the Secretary done? He has 
ordered the inferior officers and debtors of the 
Government to place the money of the Govern- 
ment in places which he has selected, so that here- 
after the money shall be placed there according to 
his orders, and on terms which he has prescribed, 
and these terms are to be found in the agreement 
made with the banks where the moneys are to be 


deposited. In page 40 of the pamphlet copy of | 


the report, we find the terms, or tne agreement, 
which has been made with the banks to receive 
the money. To know what is done, and how it 
has been done, it is necessary to refer to that 
agreement. The first item is, that ‘the said bank 
‘agrees to receive and enter to the credit of the 
s Treasurer of the United States all sums of money 
‘ offered to be deposited an account of the United 
s States, &c., whether in gold or silver, or notes of 
‘the Bank of the United States or branches, in notes 
tof any bank which are convertible into coin in 
‘its immediate vicinity, or in notes of any bank 
‘which it is, for the time being, in the habit of 
*receiving.’? Which it is in the habit of receiving! 
Let it be remarked that these receiving banks con- 
fine themselves to a particular specified kind of 


money which they. receive in their immediate | 


vicinity. Thesecond item is, ‘that if the depos- 
* ites in said bank shall exceed one half of its capital 
‘stock actually paid in, it is agreed that collateral 
“security shall be given,” &c. Then let it be ob- 
served, too, that here is no present security for the 
people’s money. It has been placed in certain 
banks without first taking the necessary security, 
even if the Secretary possessed the power to do 
80. 
be done by the Secretary, not by Congress. The 


Secretary has not obtained the security, and he: 


could not possibly know the necessity for it; for 
he says expressly he has not seen the charters of 
the selected banks. And he was in such a hurry 
to effect the removal, that one of the banks was 
actually incapable of receiving them. Another 
item is, that the banks are to make transfers of the 
public moneys from place to place on reasonable 
notice given, And what is to be understood by 
reasonable notice? Suppose an order should be 


issued to transfer $200,000 to a particular place 


And if hereafter it should be taken, it must į 


in five days: is that reasonable notice? and would 
the bank notified agree that it was reasonable 
notice? Another item is, that all the services re- 
quired of these banks are to. be performed in 
their immediate vicinity. And here there is a 
| perfect surrender of the rights which Congress 
should possess of transferring the money to any 
point in the country. “Another item is, that an 
agent or agents are to be appointed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the compensation and 
expenses of this agency are to be fixed by him, 
placed under the control of the Secretary, and as 
to the banks, why they are to pay for it. And, 
sir, the consequences are apparent. The seventh 
item authorizes the Secretary to dismiss the re- 
ceiving banks at his will and pleasure. But the 
Secretary has omitted to tell us when contracts 
were made with most of the banks. The dates of 
i some he has given, but as to the others the time at 
which they were entered into he has altogether 
omitted to state. Sir, when the Secretary was 
about to give his reasons for the act in question, 
was it ingenuous, was it honest to conceal from 
Congress when these contracts were made as going 
i to operate on those very reasons? There was 
| another thing, the solvency or insolvency of the 
selected banks which the Secretary had not in- 
quired into, and therefore he could know nothing 
about it. He had not seen the charters, but was 
go imprudent as to act without the necessary in- 
formation; and now Congress was called on to 
justify him in an act which affects the Treasury of 
the nation. The time selected by him, the period 
at which the action took place, manifests too truly 
i that he did not desire this information. On the 
| 18th September he determined to remove the de- 
posites. Theaction upon this determination took 
| place on the 26th, and was there time to make the 
| necessary inquiry, which, in justice to the country, 
ii the importance of the act rendered it necessary 
! should be made? But, perhaps, it may be sug- 
| gested that everything necessary to be known was 
| known, because a negotiating agent had been ap- 
| pointed on this subject the August preceding. But 
| his report could have been made only a few days 
|! preceding the action of the Secretary, and by the 
| well-known course of time and distance, it could 
į only have been known as to two or three banks 
i, in the cities in this vicinity. But as to the banks 


| known. It is true the Secretary assures us that 
! the banks are of undoubted credit. He (Mr. S.) 
was not disposed to impeach the word of the Sec- 
retary, but when we were called on to act on this 
: important question, he could not take the dictum 
of the Secretary. 
and without obtaining it the Secretary has been 


his duty. He tells us he was obliged to draw 
| money out of the Bank of the United States, and 
give it to the State banks for the purpose of sus- 
taining them, and yet he says they are of un- 
i! doubted solvency. It maybe so. But when they 


i| making the contract he was not satisfied; but there 
| was another greater and paramount cause of dis- 
|| satisfaction: it was the power to make these con- 
i| tracts. If the Secretary is invested with no power 
i| to make the contract, the contracts are void. But 
this was a question which it was unnecessary to 
argue, because, unless authority ean be shown for 
it, it is void, except so far only as it depends upon 
| the honor of those with whom he has made the 
contract. He would like to know and be informed 
of the power and authority given to the Secretary 
| for making these contracts which affect the whole 
| treasure of the United States. He could find none, 
f and he had searched carefully. But, on the con- 
|| trary, he had found something the very opposite 
t 
| 


of ii—something directly against it. He referred 
to the act read by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
act mean what that gentleman contended for or 
i not? He had heard the construction given to it 
| by that gentleman, and perfectly coincided with 
him in it. But there was another remark which 
i he had to make on the Secretary’s argument on 
this subject. The Secretary says that the power 
to remove necessarily draws after it the power to 
fix the place of deposite. Sir, it is a non sequitur. 


| from Maine to Louisiana it could not have been, 


He wished to know the fact, į 


| guilty of a most gross and palpable violation of | 


i| aregiven duties to perform not authorized by their | 
| charters, their very act becomes an act of insolv- | 
ency. In regard to what the Secretary did in | 


passed in May, 1820. He would ask, does that | 


It does not follow of course. The Secretary is 
the agent of the law, and can act only by the 
law. The Secretary of the Treasury is to decide 
fas to the general management of the treasure of 
| the Union. But the Treasurer himself is the offi- 
cer designated by Congress to perform express 
acts to be done in the disbursement of the public 
moneys. He hoped to be able to show that it 
was the Treasurer, in the absence of all laws to 
the contrary, who was to select the places for the 
safe-keeping of the public moneys. There was 
ij another thing to be considered—the influence 
which this act was calculated to exert upon public 
sentiment’ inerelation to the extent of delegated 
powers. Looking into it as the act of the Secre- 
tary, and he would ask if it was not a power enor- 
mous in itself, and dangerous to the institutions of 
i the country? This agreement places the receiving 
banks at the will and mercy of theSecretary. He 
| can destroy them all at a single blow; he may re- 
quire payments to be made agreeably to his own 
direction; he may determine when, how, and in 
what time, they shall transmit money from place 
to place. . He may retain, dismiss, or discharge 
them, whenever he sees fit, and this from other 
motives than should govern a public officer in the 
discharge of his duties. He may show favor and 
partiality to whom he pleases, for by this act he 
has created an army of sycophants and support- 
ers. Sir, have we not seen the answer of one of 
these banks to the notification of the selection? 
The president says: ‘*I take the occasion to ex- 
‘press the high sense of honor conferred upon the 
“bank by so distinguished a mark of your confi- 
| € dence;” thus stooping and cringing to the dis- 
penser of favors. All this is not according to the 
| laws of the land, but the authority of the Secre- 
| tary, and he says, ‘I am under the President of 
| the United States.” He has no official will of his 
i own, and all this power is to be in the hands of 
i the President. If Senators are willing to have it 
i| there, let them do so; but if not, he hoped they 
; would say so. Congress had regulated the inter- 
| course between the Government and the Bank of 
! the United States; but as to the banks selected in 
| its stead as the public depository, at the whim of 
į the Secretary, they were taken out of those regu- 
‘lations, and placed under hia sole control; and 
|| would Senators countenance such acts? But the 
Secretary has done another act. He has recom- 
i| mended that the holders of public money, dis- 
bursing officers, who are under bond for the safe- 
| Keepingsof that money and its faithful disburse- 
| ment, to deposite those moneys in certain banks, 
(and this act is approved by the President in page 
41-2 of the pamphlet.) Sir, by this act the Pres- 
ident has violated his duty. He has directed the 
Secretary to do an act by which he has placed all 
|| the disbursing officers of the Government at his 
own will and discretion. What, he would inquire, 
would be the consequence of that act on every 
such officer of the Government? Suppose three or 
four large disbursing officers here had been in the 
habit of placing their money in the Patriotic Bank, 
and the order of the Secretary should be received 
to remove them from the Patriotic Bank and place 
them in the Bank of the Metropolis, and after- 
wards supposing they should be lost: what would 
the consequences be? If the Bank of the Metrop- 
olis should not safely keep it, the officers would 
be released frorn their bonds, or if not released, 
| they would be placed at the mercy and under the 
| power of orie man, and an officer of the law not 


| €mpowered to interfere with them. The Secre- 
|; tary has ordered the deposities to be made to the 
|! credit of the United States, but he has made no 
ii contract that the money placed in the receiving 
|| banks shall be secured to the United States. He 

has drawn the public money from the Bank of the 
United States and the Treasury of the United 
States in direct violation of law. He has given 


| drafts in favor of the Union Bank of Maryland, 


i 
i 
i 
i 


the Girard Bank, the Mechanics’ and Manhattan 
Banks of New York, for sums amounting to nearly 
hree millions of dollars. How much more to 
other banks we do not know; and these drafts are 
|! not countersigned by the Comptroller in the usual 


/ way. And as to the time when they were drawn, 
i that ig not known; but after they had been issued 
| some time, it was discovered that they had been 
|] out and in the hands of the cashiers of these banks 


l a month before they were presented for payment, 


i 
i 
‘ 
l 
i 
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‘Where had the Secretary told us that hehad placed 
these sums at the disposal of the banks for their 
relief? Nowhere. He has concealed it, and it 
was a most disingenuous concealment. We know 
it now from the correspondence of the banks with 
the Treasurer. But the drafts are said to be con- 
tingents, and that the banks should use the money 
if pressed by the United States Bank. - Fie has 
drawn this money, or made it subject to be drawn, 
and placed it on a contingency to be judged of by 
the banks to whom they weregiven. What, then, 
is this but a loan to these banks to support their | 
credit? What else could it be? Was it for the 
purpose of doing what the laws required? Are 
Senators prepared to say that the Secretary, could 
loan the people’s money to the banks for their own 
use, and this done, too, without security? Where; 
ig the security? Is it in the bond of the cashier? 
Would the bank itself have been bound to answer | 
to the Government for this money? Certainly not, 
until it was placed within its vaults. The cashier 
might have drawn it and gone off with it, and not 
a single dollar of it could ever have been recovered 
—-it would have been thrown on the waves without 
the means of ever reaching it again. And while 
these drafts were in the cashier’s hands, what was 
the situation of the books of the Treasury ? They 
would have shown the transfer, and if it had been |; 
lost, the loss would have been on the Treasurer 
himself. This act of the Secretary is a most ex- 
traordinary transaction; and he would only say, 
thatif the Secretary can do this, and Congress has 
been so negligent of its duty, and has provided no 
guards to the public Treasury, it becomes us now 
to repair the defect, and if anything had been omit- 
ted he hoped it would be so nolonger. But Con- 
gress has not neglected its duty. It has secured 
guards enough around the Treasury. But we are’ 
told that new guards have been placed round it to 
save it from piunder. And what are these new 
guards? The mode of sending notices to thebanks 
of drafts to prevent frauds. Sir, the mode of 
drawing money out of the Treasury has always 
been a uniform one. Four-years ago we heard 
much about these Treasury guards. And this is 
only another instance to the many preceding it of 
trifles lighter than air being used for political 
effect, and to promote political objects. The drafts 
were.in violation of the charter of the bank and of 
thelaws. They were secret. Theofficers had not 
the courage, or if they had, they had not the hon- 
esty, to announce the possession of them. And 
. the danger impending from that cause ever the 
public treasure, and the imprudence of the act, 
were not creditable to the sagacity of the Secretary. 
Two millions of drafts were in the hands of cash- 
iers totally irresponsible, which might have been 
presented at a moment’s warning, and yet we are 
told that the Bank of the United States acted dis- 
honestly and oppressively in guarding against 
them. That in these very guards it had violated its 
charter and been guilty of gross misconduct, be- 
cause it had placed a shield around itself to avoid 
” the assaults of those who ought to protect and sus- 
tain it. Sir, said Mr. S.,if the Senate will sustain 
the reasons of the Secretary, there are no longer 
any guards upon the public Treasury. The Pres- 
ident of the United States and Secretary of the 
Treasury may take it when and to where they 
please, and he would ask, was the Senate prepared 
to justify the act? But an apology had been offered 
for this act of the Secretary, that they were transfer 
drafts. And what, he would ask, is a transfer draft? 
It is simply this: the money of the Government if 
in a particular place where it is not wanted, and 
they wish it transferred to a place where they do 
want it for disbursement. For instance, the money 
is in the bank at Philadelphia, and it is wanted in 
Norfolk. A draft is drawn on the bank in Phil- 
‘adelphia to place it in Norfolk to meet the demands 
of the Government there. It is a miere letter of 
advice to place it where the Government wants it. || 
It is not properly a draft to take money away from 
tlre bank on which itis drawn, but merely tochange || 
its place of disbursement. When was this transfer || 
draft ever used to place the people’s money in the | 
hands of other banks for their own use? Never. 
‘Was it ever to be used to take money from. one 
part of atown to another part? The object of the 
Government is to pay its debts, and nothing else. 


| for the improvement of the Hudson river; 


it from one man and giving it to another it should 
be lost, the Government loses it, and not the bank. 
It is an entire change of the responsibilities of the 
agents, and the moment the bank loses possession 
of the money it loses its liabilities. The transfer 
must always be made where the tegal responsi- 
bility is the same in the agent to which it is trans- 
ferred as in that from whith it is taken, While 
he viewed the subject in this light, he must believe, 
and he must vote, too, that there has been here a 
most shameful abuse of power and violation of 
official duty by the Secretary. There is no relief 
for the act to be found in saying that Congress has 
placed no guard around the Treasury, and there- 
fore it can bedone. Congress has provided ample 
guards. He viewed it as a direct violation of 
law. The law has directed the manner in which 
the money should be taken out of the Treasury, 
and its directions have not been pursued, The 
proofs offered by the gentleman from Kentucky 
were, to his mind, conclusive. And hefelt impelled 
to say that the time when this act was done drew 
none of his respect towards it. It was done when 
the Secretary knew he could not accomplish the 
act and the purposes designed, unless done before 
the meeting of Congress. He knew it was a 

uestion of momentous interest and importance; 
that if deferred, it must agitate Congress in their 
deliberations, while they werè making arrange- 
ments for depositing the public money elsewhere e 
He knew that he would be insulting Congress, 
and that Congress would not approve of the act. 
Recollect almost the last act of the representatives 
of the people, when called on by the highest 
authority to act, was to express their opinion, as 
the representatives of the people, that the public 
money was safe in the United States Bank; and 
yet, in six months, and within sixty days of the 
next meeting of Congress, a Secretary of the 
Treasury is found disregarding the opinion of 
Congress, and it may be said acting in direct vio- 
lation of their instructious. The Secretary knew 
all this—ay, more; he knew that if the money was 
once removed, it would require a law, or a joint 
resolution of Congress, to restore it. He knew, 
and he believed, too, if he could get the money 
out, that unless two thirds of both Houses could 
be obtained in favor of the restoration, a single 
word from the President would veto it. Sir, it 
was to prevent the legislative action that this act 
was done. And is there a parallel to itin history? || 
Is there in all history an instance of greater scorn || 
towards the Legislature? No, sir! A Secretary || 
does an act within sixty days of the meeting of | 
Congress, and by this act bereaves Congress of 
their whole power over the Treasury of the Union, 


of Congress, and he would maintain its power over 
the Treasury of the country. 

Here Mr. SOUTHARD yielded the floor to 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, upon whose motion 
the Senate adjourned. ; 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 8, 1834. 

The SPEAKER Jaid before the House the fol- 

lowing letter from Mr. Burraep: 
` House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 8, 1834. 

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that my 
seat in the House of Representatives of the United 
States, over which you preside, has become vacant, 
by resignation addressed to the Executive of the 
State of Louisiana. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, H. A. BULLARD, 
Hon. Anprew STEVENSON, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the 
relief of François Suzor; : 

Mr. GHOLSON, a bill for the relief of Henry 
and Robert Sewell; 

Mr. McKIM, a bill for the relief of the crew of || 
the brig Sarah George; f 

Mr. SELDEN, a bill making an appropriation 


1 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, a bill to provide for the 


And what is the effect of this transfer, according 
to the doctrine of the Secretary? Why, if in taking |: 


support of the widowsand orphans of such officers 
of the Army as die whilst in the service of the 


- United States; 


Mr. HARPER, a bill making an appropriation 


i for the erection of a marine hospital at Portland, 


Maine; 

Mr. MANN, a bill for the relief of W. L. 
Cockerill; and 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, a bill for the relief of 
James Marsh; 

All which bills were severally read twice and 
committed. . 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported that that committee had agreed 
to the amendments made by the Senate to the bill 
making an appropriation in part for the service of 
Government for 1834; and the bill was then com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


i of the Union. - 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
The House having resumed the consideration of 


Í the motion to refer the Secretar¥ of the Treasury’s 


report on the deposites to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the question being upon the mo- 
tion of Mr. McDurriz to add to the motion for 
reference the following instructions to the said com- 
mittee: ‘* With instructions to report a joint reso- 
‘lution, providing that the public revenue hereafter 
‘ collected shall be deposited in the Bank of the Uni 
‘ted States, in compliance with the public faith 
< pledged by the charter of the said bank;” 


Mr. BINNEY rose and said, that in the 
remarks which he had the honor to ad- 
dress to the House yesterday, he had con- 
cluded what he had to say upon the first 
ofthe general propositions to be found in 
the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
but which was not sustained by any argu- 
ment from him. He would now proceed 
to discuss the second proposition, which 
was one affecting, as he viewed it, the 
House as a component part of the Legis- 
lature, and affecting, also, their whole legis- 
lative power in the most critical and vital 
parts, as would appear from the statement 
of the Secretary itself’ It was in terms 
that the power reserved to the Secretary 
of the Treasury does not depend for its 
exercise merely on the safety of the pub- 
lic money in the hands. of the bank, nor 
upon the fidelity with which it has con- 


i ducted itself; but that he has the right to 
| He (Mr. S.) stood here to maintain the authority | remove the deposites, and it is his duty to 
i remove them whenever the public interest 


or convenience will be promoted by the 
change; that even although Congress 


| should be convinced that the depository 


was unsafe, or that the interests of the 
people imperiously demanded the removal, 
he alone, not they, had any control in the 
matter. These were the terms of the 


| Secretary himself, and the House must 


perceive, that this must be their plain 
meaning ; and forthus stating it so plainly, 
he acknowledged that much benefit was 
thereby procured for those gentlemen who 
were disposed to controvert him ; for ifhis 
propositions had not been put so plainly, 
or had been given in an ambiguous man- 
ner, when they discussed the subject, it 


imight be alleged that what they urged 


was not an answer to the proposition at 
all. Now, he called on the House to rec- 
ollect that this proposition denied the 
power of the House, and was put forward 
by the Secretary as a justification of his 
own acts. This was a question as to the 
interpretation to be given to the terms of 
a statute , it was a question of the exten- 
sion of authority or restraint to be ascer- 
tained from the reasons and within the 
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scope presented. What, then, must be 


the surprise of the House at finding in the ; 
letter this remarkable expression, “that: 
‘the power over thé place of deposite | 
‘would seem properly to belong to the. 
‘legislative department of the Govern- | 
‘ment;” further adding “‘ that it was difi- i 
ceult to imagine why- the authority to 
‘withdraw it from this bank was confined | 
Difficult to imagine! 
thinks the Secretary, why Congress should | 
deprive themselves of this power? But, . 
to any person accustomed to the inter- : 
pretation of statutes, their surprise must | 
be that he had not come to a contrary | 
conclusion—that the House did not de-: 
prive themselves of it, regarding him as | 
their officer, and their power over the | 


‘to the Executive.” 


money, supreme; it is to remain where 
placed, until drawn from, by appropria- 
tions made in conformity to law. 

The Sceretary says that the charter de- 
volves upon the Executive the exclusive 
power of removing the deposites. Mr. B. 


submitted that the power was given not to |: 


the Executive, nor to an agent of the Ex- 


ecutive, but to the agent of Congress. | 
He then passed to the consideration of; 
arguments drawn from the acts organizing 
and regulating the Departments. The first | 
This regards the | 


act was passed in 1788. 
Department of Foreign Affairs. It provides 


that the head of this Department shall per- | 
form and execute such duties as shall be | 
devolved upon him, from time to time, by | 


the President, and shah conduct the busi- 
pess in such manner as the President shall, 


from time to time, prescribe, The nextact, 
established the War Department, and pro- ; 


vides that the Secretary of War should ex- 


ecute such duties as the President, in pur- | 
suance of the Constitution, should devolve | 
When they came to establish | 


upon him. 
the Department of the Navy, they did it in 
the same words. But when they came to 


establish the Department of the Treasury, | 
we see that they changed the title of the | 
act and its whole language; it was, as | 


first reported by the committee, entitled 
an act to establish an Executive Depart- 
ment, &c., but the title was subsequently 
changed. This act makes it the duty of 


the Secretary of the Treasury to propose | 


plans to be submitted to Congress for rais- 
ing and collecting the revenue, to pre- 
scribe the form of keeping accounts, and to 
execute such duties as, by law might be 
required of him. 
partments are presidential Departments, 
belonging to the office of President. Now, 
the Treasury Department was nota depart- 
ment of the executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment in name or design. To: have 
placed the public money in an executive 
department, under the control of the Pres- 
ident, would have been a solecism in the 


Constitution. The money was to be drawn | 


from the Treasury by warraut alone. Such 
a thing as making the Treasury an execu- 
tive department, and, at the same time 
giving Congress the sole p 
priations, would have been a solecism and 
constitutional absurdity. His position, 


All the three other De- | 


ower of appro- 


therefore, was, that nothing is placed in the hands 
of the Executive but what the Constitution ha: 
put there. : 

The gentleman from Tennessee assumes that the | 
Presidetit may exercise entire power over the || 
Treasury Department in virtue of bis power of || 
removal. This suggested a theme so vast that he 
could but barely touch some few of its points. Mr. 
B. then argued at considerable length against the 
position of the member from Tennessee, that the 
power of removal was incidentat to the appoint- 
ment. In illustration of his views he put a case. 
Who directs the marshal in the discharge of his : 
daties? The c:urt. Who appoints and removes į 
the marshal? The coart? Certainly not. But | 

| 
i 


fy 
‘ 
ti 


Si 


does it follow that the courts are, therefore, unable 
to give directions to the marshal? Tae doctrine ij 
contended for was a political absurdity. He ad- ij 
mitted thatthe President had the yght of direction, 
bat it did not result from his power of appointment 
and removal, but from official connexion and sub- ; 
ordination. Again,it is said that ail power must 
i be judicial, ministerial, or executive; that this | 
power isnot ministerial nor judicial, and is, there- 
forc, executive. But there were certain acts per- 
| taining to one Department which were oftentimes 
committed to another Department. Again, it was 
i said that the President has power to demand the 
- opinion, in writing, of each head of Department, 
-and that this must be for the purpose of giving 
: directions in regard to the subject of the opinion 
called for. He had nothing to do with the Pres- | 


Postmasier General were members of it. 
Cabinet was not made by the Constitution, The | 
President had no power from the Constitution to | 
ask the opinion of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury J. 
which at all interferred wi.h his argument. The | 
Attorney General and Postmaster General were 
Cabinet oficers, but they were not recognized as 
executive officers by the Constitution, 


require the opinion of the principal executive cfi. | 
cers in each Deparment, &s. If the Treasury De- 
partment was not an executive department, then 
the President has no power to ask the opinion of } 
the Secretary of the Treasury. So we may leave | 
this provision cut of the question. Finally, it was 

said by the gentleman from Tennessee that it was 


l 
i 
i 
if 


the power of the President over the Treasury De- | 
partment. {t wasa good rule in logic that what | 
proves too much proves too litle. Thisargument | 
goes beyond the concerns of the Departments, and | 
gives the President the power of directing the Su- 

preme Court in the discharge of their duty. It 
turned the whole structure of the Government || 
upside down—fused all departments into one. 
He admitted the power of the President to remove | 
an officer who wilfully disobeyed the law. The | 
clause in question was given not to enlarge the | 
powers of the President, but to remove all ob- | 


the duty of the President to take care that the laws | 
be faithfully executed; and from thie he derived || 


i! 


The Constitution says that the President may | 


j 


s'ructions to the discharge of the duties devolved | 
upon him by other clauses of the Constitution. į 
Fle assumed, therefore, as to the right of removal, 
that it gave the power of direction over such affi- |) 
cers as preferred office to duty; but that it left the 
question at issue where it found it. 

If his view was generally true, how much clearer | 
wasthe truth in regard to the matter in hand—the 
removal of the deposites. The Secretary was to 
give reasons for their removal. Whose reasons— 
his own or the President’s? Doubtless his own. 
How does that square with kis responsibility to 
the President? If he is responsible to the Presi- 
dent, mast he not give his reasons to the President? 
To his own master he must answer, and not to 
another. The right of removal was, moreover, a 
charter regulation—a regulation by compact. Look | 
at the language of the charter. There were author- 
ities ‘given to the President, and authorities given ; 
to the Secretary of the Treasury.- If ail these du- | 
ties were to be performed by the President, they | 
would all have been assigned to him by the char- 
ter. Buta portion was given to the President by 
name, and a portion to the Secretary by name. 
The powers of the President are to appoint direct- ; 
i ors onthe partof the Government, with the advice | 
i and consent of the Senate, and to direct the issue | 
i of a scire facias to ascertain whether the Bank bad | 


| Affairs, made a report unfavorabl 


violated its charter. The powers of the Secretary 
were to direct trausfers of the public funds, and 


| to withhold from the bank the public deposites. 


_T repeat, said Mr. B , thatthe entire and exclu- 
sive control of the public deposites is inherent in 
Congress, except so far as it is given to the bank. 
Here he did not confound power with right. Con- 
gress, he contended, had absolute right over the 
deposites to the whole extent to which they had 
not parted with it to the bank. Congress Is the 
treasurer of the people. [t represents the people 
in raising revenue, in guarding it, and in appro- 
priating it to the public service. It gives certain 
rights to the bank, subject to a covenant. If the 
bank violated the covenant, there was an equiva- 
lent discharge from obligation on the other site. 
ifthe bank violated the agreement, the right re- 
verts to Congress to dispose of the deposites as it 
pleases. Now, gentlemen might make the rights 
of the bank as broad or as narrow as they please; 
as soon as one partof the agreement was violated 
Congress could resume the whole power. The 
object of Congress was to provide for the safety 
of the deposites. The instant the bank ceases to 
perform her duty, that instant Congress might act. 
Here, in the charter, the power is given to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to act when it was îm- 
possible that Congress could act—that is, when 
Congress was not in session. The dangerous 
consequences of the doctrine contended for must 
strike every one. It stripped Congress of all 
power over the public money. Shall we stain the 
memory of the Congress of 1816 by supposing that 
they intended to give away this money to the 


‘| bank and the Secretary of the Treasury, to enable 


them to hold it and control it as long as they mu- 
tualiy connived at each other’s conduct, while 
Congress stood by with their hands ied ?—for the 
doctrine comes to this. Did the Cangress of 1816 
intend toactinthis manner? No, sir. They made 
a plain, obvious, and useful provision, giving the 
Secretary the power to withhold the deposites 
from the bank in a certain case, because, from his 
situation, he would necessarily beapprised of any 
approaching danger to the public money. This 
act was implicitly and almost expressly subjected 
by the terms of the charter to the revision of Con- 
gress, i ! 

So much for the proposition that Congress can- 
not interfere. 

[The remainder of Mr. Binyey’s remarks for 
this day are unavoidably omitted. ] 


IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 9, 1834. 


Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Thomas H. 
Boyle; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. KANE aiso, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the jegal represent- 
atves of Lawrence Whitaker, deceased; upon 
which a similar order was had. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 


i Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Cal- 


vin Smith, with an amendment, : 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 


! also reported a bill to enable the assignee of Joshua 


Mills to makea location of iand; which bills were 
read and committed. 

Mr. ROBINSON madea report from the Com- 
mittee on Enrojled Bills. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Library Committee, 
reported a resolution for the purchase of a bust, 
on the part of Congress, of the late Chief Justice 
Eilsworth. 2 

Mr. TOMLINSON, in conformity with notice 
given yesterday, asked and obtained leave to in-- 


 troduce a bill for the relief of Ithiel Town; which 


was read; and 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. + 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
e to the petition 
of Matthew Irwin, which was concurred in: 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, moved that Enos Leavy have leave 
to withdraw his memorial and accompanying pa- 
pers: which was agreed to. 


Mr. SELEPLEY presented a petition of David 
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Pearce and others, for the abolition of slavery in 
tne District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

After a short time Mr. PRESTON moved to 
reconsider the vote of reference, with a view to 
jaythe same on the table for a few days. Mr. 
PRESTON said, as the petition related to a ques- 
tion. which was of a very interesting character in 
the South, he desired an opportunity of examining 
into. it. 

Mr. SPRAGUE made a few remarks against 
the motion. 

After some further conversation between Messrs. 
CHAMBERS, PRESTON, and SHEPLEY, 

Mr. PRESTON withdrew, his motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill with amend- 
ments concerning certain public roads; which was 
read and committed. f 

Tne VICE PRESIDENT presented communi- 
cations from the Secretary of the Navy and the 
Secretary of War, in reference to expenditures 
made in those Departments; which were read and 
laid upon the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, respon- 
sive to the resolution offered by Mr. SHEPLEY 
on the 7th instant: p 

‘That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate any information within the 
Department showing the injary done by storms, 
during the month of December last, to the pier on 
the western side of the entrance to Kennebunk 
river, in the State of Maine, and the necessity of 
an immediate repair; and to furnish an estimate of 


the sum required to make the necessary repairs.” : 
The following bills were read a third time and ip 


assed: 

A bill for the relief of George Chinn; 

A. bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Robert Labarr; 


A bili for the relief of Phineas Sprague and | 


others; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell; 

A bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons; 

A bill making appropriations for constructing 
certain roads in the ‘Lerritory of Arkansas; 
A bill for the relief of Felix Spencer; 

A bill for the relief of John Hartal; 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Felix Adrain; 

A bill granting certain privileges to the Balti- 
more and Qhio railroad; 

A bill granting privileges in constructing a lat- 
eral branch of the same company. 

Mr, POINDEXTER, after reading the message 
of the President of the United States of the 6th 
instant relating to the presents made to the Amer- 
ican conaul at Tangier by the Emperor of Morocco, 


e 


made a few explanatory observations previous to | 


introducing the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested. to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a schedule of the several articles received 
by the ministers, consuls, or other agents of the 
Government of the United States at foreign courts, 


as presents from the Governments at which they |! 


were respectively accredited, and by them depos- 
ited in the Department of State; specifying each 
article, and its estimated value, and the name of 
the minister, consul, or agent to whom the present 
was made. 

Mr. POINDEXTER asked its consideration at 
this time; when, no objection having been made, 
it was considered and adopted. ‘ 

Mr. WILKINS adverted to an order made the 
other day by the Senate, requiring to be printed, 
for the use of its members, 5,000 copies of the 
reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
removal of the public deposites. Another paper, 
in conformity with a call from the Senate, had 
sybsequently been furnished by the Secretary, 
As both reports were upon the same subject, Mr. 
Wiens moved that a similar number (5,000) be 
printed for the purposes of distribution. 

Mr, CLAY objected to the motion, and hoped 
the Senate would not make the order, at least at 
this time. 
tary documents, sir, and he chose to respond to 
our demands by an argument. 1 repeat, sir, we 


We, said Mr. C., asked of the Secre- | 


| 


called for documents, for documents, and he has 
given us an uncalled forargument. . } object to the 


| printing because it would be an implied approba- 
| tion of the unwarrantable attempt of the Secretary; 


a precedent which I, for one, sir, am not disposed 
to sanction. 


tion lie upon the table; which being assented to by 
Mr. Wicxrns, such order was taken upon it. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. TYLER, SHEPLEY, and SWIFT, 
which obtained the usual reference. 

The following resolutions were proposed, and 
lie one day of course: 

By Mr. ROBBINS, 

Resolved, That the Joint Library Committee be 


! instructed to inquire into the expediency of a prop- 


osition to be made by Congress to the Parliament 
of Great Britaip, to interchange and exchange 
copies of the acts and proceedings of their respect- 
ive bodies, from year to year, and also the expe- 
diency of doing the same thing with regard to tHe 
legislative Chambers of France. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate, a report of the agent 
recently employed in examining the Cumberland 
road west of the Oaio river. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of Mr. SPRAGUE— 

That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of subscribing, for 
the use of Congress, to a new statistical work 
proposed to be published by George Watterston— 

Was adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. MANGUM— 

That the resolution adopted on the 14th of May, 
1830, directing the Secretary of the Senate to con- 
tract with the printer of the Flouse of Represent- 
atives for copies of the documents printed by 
order of the [Iouse, be, and the same is hereby, 
rescinded, 

Was, on motion of Mr. FORSYTH, laid upon 
the table—ayes 25, noes not counted, 

The resolution of Mr. KENT, 

That the Committee on the Post Officeand Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of so modifying the law regulating the Post Office 
Department as to authorize the transmission by 
mail of such books and public records, whether 
bound or in boards, as the Executives of the re- 
spective States are in the habit of interchanging 
with each other, upon such terms as will best com- 
port with the importance of the subject. 

The resolution of Mr. PORTER, 

That the Postmaster General be directed to re- 
port to the Senate the number of failures which 
have occurred during the last twelve months in 
carrying the mail between the city of Washington 
and New Orleans, by the southern route, and the 


; number and amount of forfeitures enforced by him 


in consequence of these failures during the same 
period, ` 

Being under consideration, Mr. GRUNDY pro- 
posed the following amendment, viz: 

After the word ‘ route” insert ‘the names of 
the contractors who may have failed to fulfill their 
contracts, together with,’’ and before the words 
“ the number,” &c. ; 

Which being accepted by Mr. PORTER, the 
resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day. 


THE REMOVAL OF DEPOSITES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
pen submitted by Mr. Cray on the 26th 
ultimo. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that the adjournment 


consideration of the last act performed by the 
Secretary in his withdrawal of the deposites from 
the United States Bank. He was then showin 
that the Secretary could not perform what he had 
undertaken to do. He now proceeded to show 
that the Secretary had, since the meeting of Con- 


from performing its accustomed duty to the Gov- 
ernment as commissioner of loans. A most 


Mr. Cray concluded by moving that the resolu- | 


took place yesterday just before he had closed the | 


g |! conferred such a power upon him. 


gress, forbidden the Bank of the United States | 


marked insult to Congress. Mr. S. then went 
into a minute statement to show that the Post- 
master General had been authorized to borrow, 
and had borrowed, from certain State banks about 
$400,000, to meet the deficiency in the revenue of 
that Department, besides over drafts, the extent of 
which he did not know, and (he continued) all 
this scheme was going on while the Secretary waa 
placing the money of the Government in irrespon- 
sible places. Mr. S. contended that if the char- 
ter of the bank was to expire in fifty hours, he 
would compel the agents of the Government to 
restore the deposites to the place from whence 
| they were taken. But the Senate were to investi- 
gate the reasons of the Secretary, and in doing so 
he should not undertake to examine the issue 
formed between the President and the Secretary 
in relation to it—he would let them try that them- 
selves. We are to look to its consequences, not 
upon the Government itself, and the people of the 
United States. The President of the United 
States and the bank were but as a feather com- 
pared to the interests of this Union and the vio- 
lated laws of the land. He was willing, for the 
sake of the argument, to regard the reasons of the 
Secretary as true, and that he was acting by his 
own impulse, and upon his own judgment; but it 
required great faith to believe it when it was con- 
sidered that we had the positive assertion of Mr. 
Duane that he was to act by the orders of the 
President, and upon bisresponsibilityalone. Let 
i the feeling be what it may, the issue he meant to 
try was between the violated laws of the country 
and the punishment,-he might call it, due to the 
violators of them. It was necessary to look first 
| to the Secretary’s principles for his reasons; for 
if they be untrue or unsound, his conclusions 
must be false, also. The Secretary speaks of the 
Treasury and the Treasury Department as one 
and the same thing. Now, there is a great dis- 
i tinction between the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who is required to perform certain general and 
known duues, and the Treasurer, a ministerial 
officer, from whom certain specific duties are re- 
quired. We shall see what he says by adverting 
| to pages one and two of his report, Mr. S. then 
read an extract showing the duties of the Secre- 
tary in the absence of any legislative provision 
applicable to the act he felt called on to perform. 
Mr.S. continued. He admits that the deposites 
are safe in the Bank of the United States, but the 
bank having violated its charter, he has a right to 
remove them as he thinks proper. The power 
thug claimed is an original power, emanating out 
of that belonging to his office, and the President’s 
power emanating from his general power to see 
the laws faithfully executed. MrS. took leave 
to say that the reasons were unsound and unjusti- 
‘fied by the law or the duty of the.Secretary of the 
Treasury. Mr. S. here read at length extracts 
from the several laws establishing and regulating 
the Treasury Department, for the purpose of show- 
ing that the general powers and duties of the 
Secretary were defined and prescribed, and that 
they gave no color to the power assumed by him 
for the removal of the deposites, and then con- 
tended that the power to take the money of the 
nation and appoint the agents of the Government 
| belonged to the Congress of the United States alone, 
| and that the Secretary has assumed duties which 
did not belong to him. What, he would ask, is 
the character of that power? Is it not as purely a 
legislative power as any other known to the Con- 
stitution? Does not the Constitution place it in 
the hands of Congress to deal with and manage 
| and control the purse of the nation? It is a legis- 
| lative power, and of the very highest legislative 
| character under ourGovernment. But if the Sec- 
| retary were to argue that it was an Executive 
| power, whatthen? Must it not be conferred ? and 
if it is not conferred, how can he act? The Secre- 
tary will find no relief from those who claim this 
| as an executive power. But his claim is for an 
' unlimited and an unrestricted power, and he ex- 
| presses his wonder that Congress should have 
r In this, Mr. 
iS. said, ‘He would most cordially join him; he 
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j| really wondered at the assumption of a power 


| which was not granted by thelaws. But suppose 
| the Secretary had said in his report that the Presi- 
| dent ordered himeto remove the deposites, and he 


had done it in pursuance of such order, would this 
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tary’s responsibility? The President was not | 
authorized, under our Constitution and laws, to 
take off the responsibility of any officer of the 
Government on whom Congress has imposed such | 
responsibility, He would suppose a case. Sup- | 
pose an officer of the Government to violate a law, i 
by order of the President will his responsibility 
be removed? Certainly not. There were only, 


beany relief to him, or would it remove the Secre- i 
i 
H 


two modes by which the responsibility could be || 


taken off. One was by the power of an armed | 
force. The other, where a man says a thing and į 
it is believed where he does it, and is applauded, 
be the act what it may. Popularity may justify 
assuming the responsibility, butitisa mostdanger- 
ous experiment. Mr.S. said that the whole result 
in his mind was, that if there was a single power 


which could relieve any officer of his whole respon- || 


sibility, it was an unmitigated despotism. What, 
he would inquire, is a despotism, but that one man | 
should say toanother, you are to act on my respon- 
sibility? Could the Autocrat of the Russias, could 
the Sultan of Turkey, do more? If one man can 
take upon himself the whole responsibility of every 
agent of Government, it is a revolution already, 
which, although bloodless, yet, in the emphatic 
language of thegentleman from Kentucky, may not 
continue so when the people, in their throes, shall 
begin to feel the chains riveted uponthem. He 
had always thought the Constitution of the United 
States expressly designed to keep the Executive | 
apart from the Treasury of the nation. At the | 
time of the formation of that instrument the subject | 
engaged the attention of some of the most enlight- | 
ened men of our country, and the cry of every | 
patriot was to keep them far asunder; and accord- i 
. ingly the Treasury Department was established | 
for the purpose of preventing the Executive from I 
having the contro! of the money of the nation. [i 
Mr. S. here read at length from the laws of the | 
United States the manner in which money was to 
be drawn from the Treasury; that the Treasurer 
was to give bond; and asked, why was the Treas- 
urer to give bond if the Secretary was authorized 
to draw the money, put it where he pleased, and 
select his own agents? Why was not the Secre- 
tary himself required to give bond? There isnot | 
aman in the Government, a disbursing officer,who 
is not obliged to give bond; and why is it that the 
‘Treasurer is to give it, and not the Secretary him- 
self? There is but one solution to the question— 
that he alone is the officer appointed to receive 
and keep the moneys of the United States. Before 
Congress had provided the place for keeping the 
public money the Treasurer was obliged to keep 
it safely. But when a place was provided by Con- 
gress for its reception, the Treasurer was not held 
responsible, but the guardians of that place; it was 
only when no place was provided for it that the 
Treasurer was bound to keepit. It was the object 
of Congress to remove the Treasury as far as pos- 
sible from the Executive, or otherwise Congress 
would not have required the Secretary to make his 
communications to Congress only. If it had been 


otherwise, why was he not required to make his | 


reports to the President, like the Secretary of War 
and Navy è But it is said that all this reasoning is 
of no validity, because the President retains the 
power of dismission; and, therefore, the inference 
is, that this power of dismission is to give to the 
Fresident the entire control over our whole polit- 
ical system, Is this, can this be true? Hedid not 
deny the power of dismission. That was a ques- 
tion which had been agitated and settled at a very 
early day; but then it was not designed to be exer- 
cised as it now has been. Thecelebrated Eibridg 
Gerry, a prophet, and more than a prophet, fore- 
saw the result of an abuse of this power, for he 
fixed the period at the year 1829. At his day 
there was not a man in Congress of the United 
States that ever dreamed that that power could or | 
would be exercised for party purposes, or for ena- | 
bling the Executive to obtain the control over the 
‘Treasury of the Union. They went no further 
than to admit that it might be done. It wasa 
power that was to be exercised under the control 
of the laws, and it has always been so exercised, 
until very lately. Where there is a power and a 
duty to be exercised agreeably to law, and there is 
a mental or other physical incapacity to exercise | 
the duty, Mr. S. admitted that there was a power , 
reposed in the Executive tosee that the act enjoined. 
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| however, uncalled for by the Government, for the 


| which created such an agent; the President, how- 


| scription of Congress to the stock? Was it more 


should be either done or forbidden, as required 
by law; but then only until the legislative action 
could be brought to control both the act and the 
cause of theact. Could the President undertake 
to say how a man should perform his duty under 
the laws? The legislative power has directed its 
agent to perform acertain act according to his dis- 
cretion. flow, then,can he do so, if the President 
can interpose? and ifhecan, how is thereanything, 
either of judicial or legislative power, left? There 
is none; the President possess the whole judicial 
power of the country. If it be so, he can direct 
the marshal to bring before your courts all andany | 
person, at his pleasure or his enmity; and where, | 
then, is your trial by jury, that sacred guarantied 
right, which is the lite and soul of this country? 
He would ask, then, if Senators were prepared to 
sanction such powers? Ifthey were, they were pre- 
pared to be slaves. He was not prepared to say 
the President would abuse his power. Butif he 
did not, who could know who his successor, or the 
successors of his successor, might be? He (Mr. 
S.) would not trust any man on earth with sucha 

ower. The conclusion of his mind, then, was, 
and he had come to it on anxious reflection, that | 
it was a high abuse of power in the Executive to 
displace an officer because he would not execute 
his duties by the Executivestandard. He regarded 
the dismissal of Mr. Duane, not as a triumph | 
over the Secretary or the bank, but over the people 
and over the law of the land, But to return to 
the preéxisting power. If the Treasurer is to re- 
ceive and keep the money, does it not fotlow that 
he shall select the place where it shall, on hisown 
responsibility, be safely kept? But suppose we 
should admit the power claimed by the Secretary. 
What is his reasoning upon it? He says it was 
reserved in the sixteenth section of the bank char- 
ter; but if it is to he found nowhere else, it isa 
useless provision, for it will not bear him out in 
his position. 

Mr. S. having again argued at length upon the 
contract entered into between the Government and 
the bank by thecharter, and also upon the general 
nature ang proper and legal construction of con- 
tracts, said this contract was a voluntary act or 
offer on the part of the Government; the formation 
of it was not called for by the bank or the individ- 
uals who were to be concerned init. It was not, 


Government was forced by the necessities of the 
nation to offer the charter, and it prescribed the 
terms of its own accord—it made a voluntary offer 
to the people, which, having been embraced, the 
contract is sealed, and the nation would disregard 
itsown honor if it should now stand by and see it 
violated by the officers of the Government. At 
the time the Government made this offer the evils 
of the country were great, and it was wished to 
create a fiscal agent for its own use. It, therefore, 
prescribed the termson which itshouldact. True, 
it might have left this to the State banks, but it 
had passed an act on the 15th of January, 1815, 


ever, vetoed the bill; but, let it be remembered, not | 
on constitutional grounds. But at the next ses- 
sion Congress saw the immense difficulties upon 
the country which they were compelled to-cut 
through, and being on the eve of chartering the 

resent bank, they required of it the performance 
of certain terms, the payment of specie, the resto- 
ration of the currency, to act as the fiscal agent of 
the Government to keep safely the public money, 
and transfer it to any place where it might be 
required, without any expense to the Government: 
On the other hand, Congress had given it an actof 
incorporation, had subscribed seven millions to 
its stock, had made it its fiscal agent, and held 
out invitations to the people to subscribe the re- 
mainder of the stock, All this was the act of 
Congress, and it was dishonorable now to violate 
acontract which was the result of its own proposi- 
tion. It was nota question of this man or that man 
atthat day. The bank was required to perform 
certain duties, and if it failed to do them the char- 
ter prescribed a remedy. But when it had per- 
formed all the-duties required of it, it bad a night 
to profit for themselves—to heap up as much as it 
could for the stockholders. What was the sub- 


that a subscription of the people, whose interest in 
the bank the Government directors were appointed i 


to superintend and watch over? Sir, these direct- 
ors were not sent ta act as spies and informers 
upon the bank, but to represent one of the parties 
in the concern. By the acceptance of the terms 
by the people, which were dictated by the Govern- 
ment, it had no right to travel out of its terms and 
require others. Mr, S. wasno friendto the bank; 
was not a stockholder, and never had been; he did 
not know ten of its directors, and had enjoyed as 
little of its benefits as any other man; but it had 
performed the terms required of it. The Secretary 
admits that the deposites are safe; the bank did 
restore the currency of the country, and in doing 
so passed millions into the Treasury which would 
otherwise have been lost. From a depreciation of 


| twelve or fifteen per cent, it had raised the paper 


money then in the hands of the Government to 
par, by which it was enabled to pay nine millions 
of the national.debt years sooner than it would 
have been paid. Everything which had been ob- 
tained by the Government through the Bank of 


; Columbia (and it had not lost a single cent) bad 


been saved by the branch here, at a loss to the 


| branch of at least $150,000. And yet the Secre- 


tary says that although the bank may have per- 
formed all the terms of its stipulation,;he may 
violate the terms offered by the Government, and 
remove the deposites. No matter what are his 
reasons or motives—no matter how vile they may 
be, he contends that he isthe agent of the Govern- 
ment, and can remove them whenever he thinks 
fit Ifthis could be, Mr. S. thought it proved a 
deep and degraded state of both publicand private 
morality. But he says, further, that he may do it 
whenever, in his judgment, the puplic interest and 
convenience in any degree require it—the slightest 
notions of convenience are to justify him in tramp- 
ling down a contract which the pledged honor of 
the Government required him to uphold. Con- 
venience was a stale apology, which usurpers 
could readily grasp hold of for the assumption of 
power. Did Congress, when it adopted that sec- 
tion in the bank charter on which this assumed 
power is founded, believe that it was conferring 
such a power? Did the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts now here, but then a member of 
the House of Representatives, who penned that 
section, understand at the time that it was con- 


| ferring such a power? 


Mr. WEBSTER. No, no, no. ; 

Mr. S. then continued, by reading at length an 
extract from an opinion given by Mr. Taney when 
Attorney General of the United States, for the 
purpose of showing that he held opinions on the 
doctrine of powers and delegated trusts different 
from those on which he acted in the removal of 
the deposites. Mr. S. then went into an examin- 
ation of the opinions imputed to Mr. Crawford 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation’ to 
the removal of the Government deposites. He 
read the resolution of Congress from Story, third 
volume, page 1616, upon which he contended that 
Mr. Crawford’s correspondence was founded, and 
that it proceeded from the anxiety of Congress to 
restore specie payments before the Bank of the 
United States went into operation, and to with- 
hold the large amount of Government funds in 
State bank paper from the United States Bank, to 
protect them from that bank. Mr. S. had just 
concluded his argument on that point, when he 
yielded the foor to Mr. SPRAGUE, on whose 
motion the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuunrspay, January 9, 1834. 
The following bills were reported from tbe 


| standing committees, read twice, and committed 


to the Committee of the Whole: 

By Mr. WHITE, of New York, a bill author- 
izing the purchase of live-oak frames for a frigate 
and sloop of war, and for other purposes. 

Also, a bill to authorize the President of the 
United States to direct transfers of appropriations 
in the naval gervice, under certain circumstances. 

By.Mr. INGE, a bill for the relief of John C. 
Nailor. 

By Mr. CASEY, a bill to continue the Cumber- 
land road from Mississippi to the city of Jefferson, 

n the Siate of Missouri. , 

By Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, a bill approving 

sundry preémption claims in the southeastern dis- 
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trict of Louisiana. [The consideration of this bill 
was postponed to Tuesday next.] : 

By Mr, ASHLEY, a bill authorizing the relin- 
quishment of the sixteenth section of public lands 
granted. to the use of schools, and the entry of 
other lands in heu thereof. . 

Also, a bill granting the right of preémption to 
John Yantis. Read twice, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. . . 

By Mr. MUHLENBERG, a bill for the relef 
of. the legal representatives of William Rogers, 
deceased. 3 , 

By Mr. CRANE, a bill for the relief of Benja- 
min. Jacobs, surviving executor of John- Baird, 
deceased. 

By Mr. CLAY, a bill for the rel 
Innis, of Arkansas. 

By Mr. CASEY ,a bill for the location and sur- 
vey of the Cumberland road from Vandalia to the 
Mississippi river. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Elections, 

. made the following report: 

The Committee of Elections, to which was re- 
ferred the letter of Matthew St. Clair Clarke rela- 
tive to **the compilation of all the cases of con- 
tested elections before Congress since 1789,” have 
had the same under consideration, and have di- 
rected me to report— 

That, upon an examination of the work, they 
are of opinion the same would be useful and con- 
duce to lighten the labor of the said commitiee and 
of the House in future contests, and calculated to 
produce uniformity and consistency of decision, 
which is highly desirable on all such occasions; 
and have directed me to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That 600 copies of said work be 
printed, as other public documents, and that the 
Committee on Accounts do ascertain’and allow to 
said Clarkea reasonable compensation for histime 
and labor in compiling the same. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House having resumed the consideration of 
the motion to refer the Secretary of the Treasury’s 
report on the deposites to the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, and the question being upon 
the motion of Mr. McDurrie to add to the motion 
for reference the following instructions to the said 
committee: 

«e With instructions to report a joint resolution | 
t providing that thé public revenue hereafter col- | 
‘lected shall be deposited in the Bank of the Uni- 
t ted States, in compliance with the public faith 
$ pledged by the charter of the said bank’’— 

Mr. BINNEY continued his remarks. The 
Secretary assumes that -the bank has violated its 
charter, and that the violation consists mainly and 
principally in the mode in which the committeee 
of the bank were appointed and its operations con- | 
ducted by the committees. ‘I'he mode of appoint- | 
ing committees he understood the Secretary to 


ief of William 


charge as a plain violation of the charter. ‘This || 


was a small matter, but he wished to be right in 
small things. But the Secretary was in this, asin 
other things, wholly wrong. He then read the 
clause in the charter which requires that business 
should be transacted by a board of directors, con- 
sisting of not less than seven members, of whom 
the president should always be one, unless pre- 
vented by sickness, &c, The Secretary alieges 
that it was not competent to the bank to do any- 
thing unless seven directors contributed to theact. 
This phrase, ‘ transaction of business,’”? was ex- 
plained by another phrase in another section. In 
the 10th section the directors for the time being 
are empowered to appoint such officers and clerks 
under them as they might deem necessary for the 
execution of business. A distinction was made 
between the transaction and execution of business. 
To hold- that every act of the bank was to be 
executed by seven directors and the president was 
absurd. If that construction was correct, not a 
note could be paid nor a deposite received except 
by this quorum of directors. In the sickness of 
the president his place is to be filled by anf one 
else. What is the necessary business of the pres- 


ident, as prescribed by the charter, he was at a || 


loss to find. Any other special duty than the sig- 


| Secretary of the Treasury seems not to be aware 


|: The old affair of the three per cents. had been so 
' fully and so often discussed here that he would 


a quorum of seven must authorize the business to 
be done. The charter requires a quorum to give 
effect to what was proposed to be done. Sir, the 


what the constitution of the charter was and is, as 
to by-laws. The power of making by-laws is 
necessary to every corporation. There are gen- j 
tlemen here who know that it has been settled for 
a hundred years, that a power given toa whole 
body may be delegated to a portion of that body. 
| The first act done by the corporation of the bank 
was to make its by-laws. The 10th section of the 
charter gives the directors the express authority 
of appointing Committees to transact business, and 
they have exercised it. ‘The expediency of its 
exercise is not a question for this body; it was 
enough that it was expedient in the opinion of 
the directors. They had the right, and they 
deemed it necessary to exercise it. As to the ex- 
tent of the business transacted by the exchange 
committee, that was not a subject of inquiry here. 
There was not a bank in the country which has. 
not its exchange committee, and does not dis- 
count notes without the presence of a quorum of 
directors. Whether this exchange committee 
made reports or not of their proceedings to the 
board is not a matter for inquiry here; but, in 
i fact, they did report. 

Then.comes the charge of concealment of the 
| operations of the bank. Now, there were some 
| points which he would leave to the discussion of ; 
those who think they can make anything of them. | 


| pass that by. To one amatter he would, in passing, 
| givea slight notice—the statement of the gentleman | 
| from Tennessee that there was a contradiction be- 
tween the bank report of 1832 and the statement 


contradiction. Thecall was specific, for the sums 
| paid to editors—the report embracing three differ- 
lent items: Ist. Money paid for printing; 2d. To 


| and 3d. For the purchase and distribution of print- 
ed documents. There was nothing at all in these 
i Statements involving any contradiction. This, | 
however, was a smail matter, and he would pass 
that, also. The point of concealment referred to | 
he would examine. Itis charged that the com- 
mittee of Officers did rot report to the board of di- 
rectors what measures they had ordered in refer- | 
ence to the reduction of discounts. It was difficult | 
to conceive what this charge was grounded upon. 


were kept in ignorance of the proceedings of the: 
| exchange committee, and that neither of them was | 
a member of that committee. 


the right of particular directors to be placed on com- 
mittees. The Government directors claimed the! 
right to be placed on the. committees appointed by 
the beard. They had no more right to be put on 
a particular committee than any member of this! 
House has to be placed ona particular committee, 
Any member here has as good a right to complain | 


as the Government directors have to complain that 


ji 
| 


since made at the call of the Senate, in relation to |} 
j| the printirg accounts. The fact is, that there is no 


i editors for publishing and circulating documents; || 


Another charge is, that the Government directors |! 


This was a matter | 
which greatly concerned the bank and all banks, i 


that he is not a member of this or that committee, | 


| He said it was at that time vehemently suspected 
—for the gentlemen did not care to avow their 
object—that the Government directors considered 
themselves as clothed with political power to rep- 
resent and comment upon the transactions of the 
bank in a manner which would be acceptable to 
| their superiors. If this suspicion was well found- 
ed,it did not become the bank to assist the gentle- 
men in their objects. 1f the Government directors 
| thought it their duty to usg their information for 
| political purposes, for the purpose of misrepresent- 
| ing the transactions of the bank, and for the pur- 
| pose of abusing the confidence, and wounding the 
feelings of honorable men with whom they were 
associated, what inducement, he would ask, had 
i the private directors to sit on a committee by the 
| side of the Government directors? But onean- 


|; Swer would be given to the question by any hon- 


orable man. This, which was suspected at the 
| time referred to, was now known to be true by the 
public confession of the Government directors. 
Fle would put himself to the proof of what he 
asserted. As early as April, 1833, it appears they 
had an object which they did not dare to avow. 
Ele did not envy them the feelings which dictated . 
their letter to the President on the 22d April, 1833. 
| The letter was signed by Messrs. Gilpin, Sullivan, 
and Wager, from which he read the following pas- 
sage: 

“Without considering any portion of our re~- 
| ‘marks as falling within the limits of those pri- 
‘vate accounts, which, as you state, the charter 
i ‘ has so carefully guarded, since the whole relate 
‘to the action of the board on matters fully open 
‘and discussed before them, and extend in no in- . 
‘stance to the private debtor and creditor account 
‘of individuals, yet we may be excused for ex- 
‘ pressing much gratification at your assurance that 
‘the information requested is for your own satis- 
‘faction, and that you do not wish it extended 
‘beyond our personal knowledge. We may be 
‘permitted also to add, that the wishes and opin- 
‘ions which we took the liberty of expressing in 
‘our former letter have since been more strongly 
‘confirmed, and that weshould not only feel more 
‘satisfaction ourselves, but be enabled to convey 
‘to you more full and correct information, were 


! 
1 
i 


|| ‘we to proceed in an investigation whose object 


‘was avowed, and if we were strengthened by that 
‘ official sanction which we suggested.’? 

No wonder they did not feel comfortable, and 
wished to have the written authority of the Presi- 
dent for making their investigations openly and 
avowedly while they were daily sitting by the side 
of honorable men. It did not appear, however, 
that the authority sought was ever granted. But 
this was not all. We have, in their memorial 
to Congress, their confession of faith. These 
gentlemen here undertake to state what they are: 

‘Nothing can be plainer than that the public 
‘directors were devised as instruments for the 
‘attainment of public objects; that their being in- 
‘sisted upon in the charter itself was in obedience 
‘to the will of those who elected the legislative 
‘body by which it was passed; and that their ap- 
‘ pointment was given to the President, with the 


| they were not put upon the exchange committee. 
| It was not the right of a director to require his ap- 
| pointment to a particular committee; if the board 
refused it, the director must submit. The opera- 
tions of this House were subject to the will of the 
House, but the appointment of committees is sub- 
jected by the House to the absolute control of the 
Speaker. Now he would take up the question of 
expediency of refusing to appoint the Government 
directors upon committees. 
Government directors had been in the fullest con- 
fidence of the board of directors, and acted with 
them in the utmost harmony. Mr. Biddle was 
himself a Government director for some years, | 
and at that time there was no distinction between 
the Government directors and the private directors, 
either in policy or design. But in 1833 it began | 
to be vehemently suspected by the majority of the 
board that the Governmént directors entertained 
| very peculiar notions of their duty. It was, he | 
repeated, vehemently suspected that these gentle- 
men considered it to be their duty to use their post 


ji 


li 


in times past, the |i 


‘advice and consent of the Senate of the United 
‘ States, (not to the mere fiscal representative.) in 
‘forder to clothe them with all the character of 
: ‘official representation, and to exact from them a 
| ‘discharge of all the duties, public, political, and 
| ‘ patriotic, incident to a trust so conferred.” 

Yes, sir, they say they are ‘devised as instru- 
ments, and given to the President,” &c. Mr. B. 
commented on this phrase at some length. 

Now, if their theory of their offices is correct, 
my answer to it is this: If these were the political 
| directors, the others were the anti-political direct- 
ors, and the private directors did well to go on and 
discharge their duties. But, sir, the heads of these 
gentlemen were made dizzy with their political 
elevation. Butthey were not ‘devised as instru- 
ments,” though they choose to make themselves 
so. There was no distinction made by the charter 
between the private and Government directors. 
The private directors owed a duty to the public, 
and they performed it; the Government directors 
owed a duty to the bank, and they did not per- 


nature of notes he had not found prescribed in the 
charter. The meaning of the section was plain: 


for the purpose of making partial and unfair rep- 
resentations of the business transacted, and of im- 


form it. : 
The public directors were not placed there to 
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make inquiries for the President. The President 
had no authority to make such inquiries. The 
charter had not given the authority to him, but to 
the Secretary, toa limited extent, and to Congress, 
through the means of committee, to an unlimited 
extent. Both of these modes were open and 
public modes of investigation, and might be car- 
ried to any extent, while, at the same time, the 
bank would have an opportunity to vindicate itself 
from false representations. 
were bound, by their oath of homage and fealty, 
to give representations without the knowledge of 


the bank. The charter never meant to deal thus | 
with the character and feelings of the honorable | 


men who, it must have presumed, would be placed 
there. The Secretary of the Treasury received 
weekly returns of the condition of the bank, its 
notes, specie, debts, &c. 


The authority given to the Secretary of the ; 


Treasury to investigate the concerns of the bank 
was for the purpose of enabling him to ascertain 
whether the deposites were safe, and every power 
necessary for this purpose he possessed. 
said Mr. B., that the board did right to resist the 
claims of these Government directors. They 
should be praised instead of censured, for exclud- 
ing them from an association in the business of 
the committees, In what a state of things did 


this doctrine place the United States Bank. The | 


depasites were removed. The Government was 
in an attitude of hostility to it. The bank made 
a statement, weekly, of the position of the bank, 
and it went into the hands of a gentleman who 
was disposed to put the worst possible construc- 
tion on everything done by the bank, and would 
counteract every measure attempied to enable the 
bank to wind up. But the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury only knows the results of the measures taken 
by the bank for its security. He now wants the 
quo modo--where is the money to be placed, and 
whence is it to be taken? The Government 
directors must inform him what course the bank 
is to take, in order that he may take such steps as 


will embarrass itin winding up. He had remarked | 


that the power of the Secretary was subject to 
some limitations; this question would doubtless 
receive an investigation before Congress. He 
asked gentlemen to look at itin oneaspect. The 
contract made by the Secretary with the Girard 
Bank enlarges his authority to the extent which 
the Government claimed in regard to the United 
States Bank, on account of a similar clause in the 
contract with the Bank of Virginia. The stock- 
holders of that bank had refused to sanction the 
contract. What is this new authority? An in- 


quiry intoaccounts of A and B, not to see whether f 
the deposites were safe, but to see who has bank 


dealings, and, in reference to their political char- 
acter, to exercise the authority of transferring 
deposites. 

Another objection made against the bank is, 
that it neglected to furnish the necessary means to 
` the Government directors to furnish an accusation 
against its existence. lf there were no méans to 
be furnished, no authentic allegation to be sup- 
ported by any means within the cognizance of the 
bank directors, are they to be condemned for not 
providing what did not exist? 
exist, are they to be condemned for not furnishing 
evidence against themselves, and endeavoring to 
ruin the stockholders, who had intrusted property 
to their custody and care? But no just grounds 
for accusation did exist; no feasible okjection can 
therefore be made for not furnishing unjust 
grounds. 

Another charge made by the Secretary of the 


Treasury, or another of his reasons assigned in | 


his report, for his removing the deposites, is the 


allegation for concealment or faithlessness relative : 
to the French bill for $1 000,000; a bill that had | 


been protested by the French Government, and 
the responsibility of which had been immediately 
assumed by the bank. For this service the bank 
had made a charge, as it would have done in any 
andevery otherinstance. Butthe gentleman from 


Tennessee assumes the Jaw and the fact in this. 


matter. The only law applicable to the case is an 
old statute of Maryland made in 1785—valid, per- 
haps, within the jurisdiction of Maryland—buat 
obscure or obsolete elsewhere. The bank was 
undoubtedly entitled to make a claim for damages 
on assuming the responsibility of a protested bill 


But these gentlemen | 


Isay, 


of this nature; yet, because it had taken no step 
to enforce its claim; because it had not perempto- 
| rily demanded immediate payment; because it had 
merely entered the amount in the usual. account 
| with Government; because it had relied on the 
| integrity of the Government to pay a reasonable 
; demand, and felt conscious, not only of the pro- 
priety of its own claim of damages, but of the 
ability of Government to meet theclaim—the bank 
is therefore accused by the Secretary of the Treas- 
i| ury with want of faithfulness, or with conceal- 
‘iment. Js it not the privilege of the lowest in 
society to make the lowest charge, on any reason- 
able demand, upon the highest and most powerful 
inthe nation? Well do they know this who make 
such a charge, and make it but to swell the cata- 


I 
i 
i 
i 
i 


i 
i 
i 
| 


thing, which in itself is nothing; to make that 
appear popularly base, which is radically correct. 
| The bank boughtthe bill, and paid the money due 
jonit. It consequently made a claim of damages, 
| precisely similar to the customary claims for dam- 
ages insisted on by the United States during the 
ij last forty years. ls it not, then, a strange perver- 
| sion of mind to look on the fact of a claim being 
| nstituted by the bank, analogous to claims justi- 
| fied by aforty years’ procedure of the Government 
i of the country, as a sufficient warrant for the 
breach of faithimplied in the contract given by the 
charter to the Bank of the United States? How 
can such a charge be sustained—how justified ? 
The last reason assigned by the Secretary of the 
i! Treasury for removing the deposites is contained 
in the accusation that the bank had exhibited a 
i| determination to obtain political power. Had I 
i (said Mr. B.) been a director of the bank, and sit- 
| ting by the side of men who are an ornament to 
ji their city and an honor to their country; who, 
| from their youth to their more matured age, have 
|| been beloved, respected, and honored; men whose 
characters are not only without reproach, but 
whose reputation is held in the highest estimation; 
and if I had been called on for my opinion relative 


tantamount to treason to superior intelligence, and 
ljan assumption of arrogance which should have 
ii justly exposed me to merited contempt. During 
ji the years 1829; °30,and °31, I had no concern as a 

director in the affairs of the bank. In January, 
1832, [ was chosen a director; but being appointed 
on a committee to examine the affairs of the bank, 
i l have since kept apart from all immediate inter- 
|| ference in its control, and have been informed of 
|| its course only as the public and the House have 
been informed—by published statements. And as 


|| not condescend to notice the idle rumors that had 
been interestedly circulated; nor would he attempt 
to vindicate the integrity and honor of that pro- 
| fession to which he and many members of both 


| wait to inquire what compensation would induce 
ii one of an honorable mind to sell his conscience 
and his principles of rectitude to the purposes of 
i his client. 


exercised political power. Granted, granted—the 
| charge is granted; but the bank has not succeeded 
‘| in its exercise of this alleged power. The letter of 
|| the Secretary of the Treasury proves that the bank 
did not succeed. 
proves thatit did not succeed. ‘The force of array, 
legislative and executive, was against the bank; 
and it did not succeed. 
therefore, not an imperative or retributive act; but 
one of a malignant dye—an act vindictive. {t 
! was an act for which there was no necessity; an 
‘ act which not only has disturbed the affairs of the 
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| punish for what had been done or supposed to have 
been done, but ostensibly and interestedly alleged 
| to prevent What is not improbable or impossible to 
‘Í be hereafter done or supposed. *Tis true that the 
‘| bank has printed and published papers and docu- 
| ments giving information of opinions and testimo- 


ij 
i 
ie 
if n am 

i in any pamp 


i 


hlet. 


logue of allegations; to make that appear some- į 


i| Houses of Congress belonged; neither would he | 


i| But the bank has been charged with having | 
And if they did . 


The last election, he asserts, | 


The act of removal was, | 


bank, but has cursed the country; an act not to j 


‘| nies in its own defence; but never in any instance l 
is he aware that it has given currency to scurrility |; 
If it has, he does not know. |! 
He is aware of nothing which has in any instance |; 
| emanated from the bank—not even the review of || and since was the tribunal which pronounced that 
the veto message—which is not within the verge of decision subjected to the odium of all—as the op- 
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; constitutional law, 


It has but claimed the com> 
mon privilege asserted in the Constitution, of the 
natural and political right of all to defend them- 
selves. It has but claimed the free expression of 
opinion, the liberty of the press in its own defense. 
What is the Constitution worth, ifsuch a right is 
to be submerged in the case of a bank publicly and 
politically accused? if the liberty of the press'is te 
be arbitrarily abridged in any devoted instance. 
W hat would the nation assert if Congress were to 
pass an enactment abridging the hberty of the 
press—if it enacted a law that such and such per- 
sons, parties, or companies, should not be permitted 
to print anything in their own defense? Would 
not all instantly exclaim against such an act as an 
arbitrary violation of the Constitution? To what 
less, therefore, does the charge of the Secretary ox 
the Treasury amount, because the bank had used 
the liberty of the press to disseminate accurate in- 
formation of its conduct by authentic statements 
and views counter to other views and opinions in- 
terestedly promulgated? Is the bank to be denied 
the right claimed by all and every citizen of the 
Union, agreeably to the charter of the Constitu- 
tion? Certainly not. If not, then has no gentle- 
man the right to make an exception against the 
use of any constitutional privilege, The bank is 
like all—responsible for the abuse, not the use of 
the privilege. Jt is responsible to the judicial tri- 
bunals of the land. It is to be arraigned before a 


i jury, to be heard, tried, and then sentenced. But 


to his professional relations to the bank, he would j| 


to condemn without being heard; to sentence on 
clib conviction, without being tried by the legal 
and prescribed tribunals of the land, is not to be 
tolerated in a land of freedom. 

But the Treasury has evinced no slight assump- 
tion of political power, in unconstitutionally en- 
deavoring to destroy one bank, and substitute fifty 


|| banks; in subverting one bank where it had legis- 


lative control without direction, and where the ac- 
counts of stockhollers were perfectly secure, and 
establishing others whose accounts (by contract) | 


e ) “are to be opened to investigation, and, therefore, 
to the transactions of the directors, and if I had | 
differed from them, I would have considered it | 


as a necessary consequence, to direction. 

Even had the bank assumed the power imputed, 
it was exerted for the safety of the nation agains 
power in office. Now, any capability ofassuming 


; power in any bank receiving the deposites, must 


‘apoplexy. 
i; charter of London, which he held during the 
_ balance of his reign; and which was held during 


| by the Stuarts. 


_ be exerted not in opposition to Executive power 


or interference, but fearfully in its support or aug- 
mentation—-a support which may prove ruinous 


to the interests and freedom of the country. 


If the bank had been guilty of any error or 
crime, the law was open and specified. Why did 


| not the Executive resort to: the scire facias pre- 


scribed by the law, and give the bank the consti- 
tutional right to be heard by a jury of the coun- 
try—give its directors that which has been secured 
to them as their birthright as citizens, and that 


| which has been insured to them in their official 


capacity by the terms of theircharter? Why not 
grant them the common privilege to have their 
case tried; and then that they should abide by the 
result ? 

In his historical researches, he has not been en- 
abled to ascertain more than one parallel case, in 
which a charter had been destroyed on the alleged 
ground of assumption of politicai power. That 
was in the reign of Charles I]. of England. He 
had obtained possession of the charter of the city 
of London, from the same alleged reason; yet had 
obtained it then with all his power, solely by his 
tampering and packing court and jury. The in 
dictment charged the corporation of London with 
having practised sedition, and interfered with polit- 
ical power. By means of the then Attorney Gen- 
eral, who was very well disposed to serve the 
Crown, he held in obeisance the tribunal before 
which the trial took place; yet not til he hed turned 
out one judge, and another had been afilicted with 
Then obtained he possession of the 


the short reign of his successor, James the II. 
But it was restored when constitutional liberty 


i; dawned over the political horizon of that period, 


at the Revolution—at the accession of the house of 
Orange to the throne which had been digraced so 
Then was the decision reversed 
unanimously by the House ef Peers; and then 


94 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


robrium of the bench and the scorn of the people. 

r. Binney then read the account as detailed. by 
Bishop Burnett, in his ‘ History of his Own 
Times.”? , 

The state of the country requires that the depos- 
ites should be restored, without any immediate or 
ultimate reference to the renewal of the charter. 
If the charter will be renewed, then should the de- 
posites. be restored, in order to preserve the equili- 
brium of the currency; and if not, still should they 
be restored agreeably to the terms of the charter, 
till: Congress should consider it proper to order 
otherwise. But if he were careless of the conse- 
quences resulting to the country from a deranged 
currency and a pecuniary pressure, he would 
by all means advise that they should not be re- 
stored, but scattered about-as at present, till ruin 
would inevitably stare them. in the face, and dis- 
order brood over the ruins of the commerce of the 
country. , . 

At the expiration of its charter the bank and its 

«customers, those at least to whom the bank is 
indebted, and those who are indebted to it, must 
exercise a mutual forbearance. The bank will be 
as much compelled to conciliate to its debtors as 
its debtors must do to it. Punctuality cannot be ex- 
pected on both sides; for it will be no trifling mat- 
ter for the bank to withdraw its circulation of fifty 
millions-of discounts and bills. But if the pres- 
sure is to be continued in reversion at the expira- 
tion of the charter, it is perhaps better that it should 

‘now be encountered, while there is some hope of 
being enabled to arrest some of the evils necessa- 
rily consequent upon a state of derangement and 
constitutional violation. The country will not 
then be better enabled to bear the evils than now. 
The nation will gain nothing by delay. The peo- 
‘ple will be but little benefited, except that they 
will, to their cost, perceive the indispensable util- 
ity of the present bank, or one established on a 
similar basis. There is no true wisdom, no true 
courage in postponing the evil day; a shipwreck 
of the State will occur, and few will, perhaps, 


prove fortunate to save even a plank from the | 


wreck, except by means of their own devisal. All 
are as well braced now as they will be hereafter, 
except they acquire additional means of support. 
And unless some emery be speedily and surely 
provided, those evils will be found true, oppres- 
sive, disastrous. 

Mr. B. concluded his address by an eloquent 
peroration; but which was unfortunately not dis- 
tinctly heard in the reporter’s seat, partly from the 
hurried enunciation of the speaker and the smother- 
ed accents of his cadences in their die-away falls. 
Yet sufficient was heard to learn that he pro- 
nounced a warm eulogy on Mr. McDuffie; to learn 
that he besought the House not to treat the ques- 
tion as one of party pretensions, but rather as one 
affecting the general interests of the community; as 
one involving the purity of the Constituion, the 
stability of contracts, and the permanence of a free 
Government; as a question involving public faith, 
national existence, and the honor and integrity of 
the country at home and abroad. All friends of 
freedom throughout the earth are interested in the 
decision of the question. Justice and patriotism— 
impartial justice and enlightened patriotism, will 
view the decision as one of common importance 
and feeling; and if defeated they will surrender 
their hopes of liberty prostrated at the altar of the 
spirit of party. 

Ms. B. spoke to-day for one hour and a half, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that he twas sensi- 
ble of the responsibility he had assumed in at- 
tempting to follow the able and eloquent gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Biyney.] He did not 
now rise for the purpose of proceeding with the 
debate, although he was prepared to do so should 
such be the decision of the House. Before doing 
so he felt bound to waive all personal consider- 
ations, and to submit a motion to arrest, if possible, 
the further progress of the debate. He knew that 
the previous question was obnoxious to a portion 
of the most decided opponents of the bank—he 
respected the motives of the gentlemen, and if the | 
House should decide against it, he should submit f 
with great deference to its judgment and go on 
with the question. He begged the House to un- 
derstand that he. submitted the motion with reluc- 
tance. He had never, to his recollection, made 
such a motion before. He felt himself compelled, 


| district which he had the honor to represent in 


from his peculiar position, to take the earliest 
opportunity to arrest the further agitation of a 
question which was so distressing, notonly to the 


part, but to the whole country. Whether this 
debate should be continued weeks or months—if 
the question should be kept in suspense for two 
years—the country must continue to be disturbed. 
it was nothing but a struggle of the Bank of the 
United States for a new charter, and it would ulti- 
mately turn its batteries on the North, South, 
East,or West. He did not mean to impute to the 
president and directors any other motives than 
those common to all such institutions; any other 
bank would struggle in the same manner. Be- 
lieving as they do that the institution is absolutely 
necessary to the country, they conduct their meas- 
ures regardless of all other considerations but the 
main one of obtaining a renewal of its charter. 
The more the country is distressed, as they think, 
the more certain they are of obtaining their object. 
By arresting the progress of the debate at this 
stage, after the able defence of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, the friends of the bank could have 
no right to complain. They had a month ago 
evinced greatanxiety to have this question prompt- 
ly decided. He was satisfied if it continued another 
month, 1t would terminate at last only with the 

revious question. The motion now pending had 
bos effectually decided three different times by 
the House. The last question upon the memorial 
of the Philadelphia banks—which memorial con- 
cluded with the very words of the motion of the 
gentleman from South Carolina—was referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. He begged 
the House to understand that he submitted the 
motion from a sense of public duty; if they 
decided against it, he should proceed with the 
debate. 

The motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG was lost 
by a majority of 108 to 89. 

He then made a motion to adjourn the debate 
till to-day. 

The House then, by consent, proceeded to trans- 
act ordinary business. 


The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Secretary of War, with an account of the 
expenditure of the contingent fund; also from 
the Secretary of the Navy, with a statement of 
various contracts for the last year; which were 
severally laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Several private bills from the Senate were read 
by their titles, and having been passed through 
their first and second stages, were referred to the 
standing committees, 

The House then, on motion of Mr. POLK, re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. McInrine in the chair,) 
and proceeded to consider the bills making ap- 
propriation for the service of the Navy for 1834, 
and for the Indian department; which were sev- 
erally agreed to. j 

The bill making appropriation, in part, for the 
service of Government, commonly called the 
House appropriation bill, having been returned 
by the Senate, with an amendment thereto striking 
out a proviso originally in the bill when sent from 
the House, to prohibit either House from direct- 
ing the purchase of books or the printing of them 
not warranted by law, 

Mr. POLK moved that the committee disagree 
to the amendment; which motion was briefly de- 
bated by Messrs. MCDUFFIE, WHITTLESEY, | 
ADAMS, EDWARD EVERETT, GORHAM, 
and CLAY. 

An amendment to the amendment of the Senate, 
moved by Mr. EVERETT, granting $1,000 to 
the Joint Library Committee, was agreed to. 
And the question on Mr. POLK’S motion being 
put, it was negatived. . 

Thereupon the committee rose and reported the 
several bills to the House. 

The bills granting appropriations for the Indian | 
department, and for the naval service, were then 
ordered to be engrossed for their third reading to- | 
morrow. 

The amendment granting $1,000 to the Library | 


Committee was not concurred in by the House, 


and the question then being on concurring. with 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill making ` 


appropriations for the service of Government for 
1834, before any final action was had thereon, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
_ Frivay, January 10, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Mr. Donelson, 
his Private Secretary. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, the immediate consideration of 
which he asked of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate of the construction 
which has been given by that Department to the 
act passed at the last session of Congress entitled 
“ An act to modify the act of the 14th of July, 
1832, and all other acts imposing duties on im- 
ports,” and also to furnish copies of such instruc- 
tions as may have been given to collectors regulat- 
ing their duty under the said act. ; 

Mr. CLAY said he was glad the gentleman had 
presented this resolution. Ifthe information which 
he had received, relative to the construction given 
to the act of last session by the Secretary of the 
Treasury was correct, it was necessary that there 
should be prompt legislation on the subject. He 
had heard that the Secretary had put a construc- 
tion on that act by which the minimum duties on 
cotton fabrics were entirely swept away, and the 
duties brought down from 80-to 20 per cent. - It 
was a construction which, if persevered in, would 
expose to inevitable destruction the whole cotton 
manufacture of the country, and especially that of 
printing. He wished that a fair experiment should 
be made under the act of last session, and that that 
might be done the construction ought to be in 
accordance with the plain meaning and intent of 
Congress, and not by Treasury interpretation. 

Mr.WEBSTER said that this subject had never 
attracted his attention, or come under his notice, 
until this morning. He had received the same 
information which the gentleman from Kentucky 
had, in relation to this matter, and he did not hes- 
itate to say that if the construction given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury be correct, it would be 
an entire prostration of the whole cotton manufac- ` 
ture of this country. While the bill was pending 
during the last session, he gave an opinion as to 
the fair and just construction of the act, and some 
of the gentlemen near him would remember that 
he then asked from them the expression of their 
opinions on the subject in writing, which were 
given, adverse to that supposed to be held by the 
Secretary. He, therefore, concurred in the opin- 
ion of the necessity of obtaining the imputed con- 
struction, whatever it might be. If that were true, 
millions upon millions would not compensate for 
the injury which would be inflicted upon that 
branch of the national industry, the manufacture 
of cotton fabrics. The information came upon 
him at a blow—he was not prepared for it. Op- 
posed, as he was, to the passage of the law at the 
last session, he then saw no such consequences to 
be apprehended from it, and he was sure the gen- . 
tleman from Kentucky himself, who introduced 
the bill, did not and could not have anticipated 
such a thing. It was true he saw that such a con- 
struction might be given to it, and he did hope 
that it might turn out that the Secretary did not 
give it such a construction as had been imputed to 
him. He was, therefore, in favor of the imme- 
diate adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he was not opposed to 
the resolution. But he thought that when the 
Secretary’s construction was asserted, we could 
understand better whether it was in violation of 
the law, or only a mistake. He thought the terms 
of the resolution were too broad—it asked for the 
construction given to all the laws on the subject. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN explained his object. 

Mr. FORSYTH thought that the construction 


| given to the act of last session would, perhaps, 


show everything that was wanted. 
The resolution was then agreed to. ; 
Mr. ROBBINS, from the Library Committee, 
reported a joint resolution for the purchase of ten 
copies of the laws of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time. . 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Francis La 
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Fontaine and Sons; which was read a first time, 
and the report accompanying it ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Richard- 


son. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Samuel and 
James , of Indiana, believing the subject 
involved a legal question, moved its reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; which was or- 
dered. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committes on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Philip Hickey. ` 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the same commiftee, 
moved that the petition of Thomas Catts, jr. be 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill favorable to the set- 
tlers on public lands, with an amendment. | 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported unfavorably to the petition of William į 
Churchell, which was agreed to, and the petitioner | 
had leave to withdraw his papers. | 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to whom was referred the petition of i 
Langhorn, moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on : 
Public Lands, reported a bill in favor of John | 
Kirkpatrick; which was read a first and second 
time. . 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from thesamecommittee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Anna Howard Pen- 
rose; which was read twice and committed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of Mr. ROBBINS, 

: That the Joint Library Committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of a proposition to 
be made by Congress to the Parliament of Great 
Britain, to interchange and exchange copies of the 
acts and proceedings of their respective bodies, 
from year to year, and also the expediency of 


doing the same thing with regard to the legislative |; 


Chambers of France; 

The resolution of Mr. HENDRICKS, . 

That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate a report of the agent re- 
cently employed in examining the Cumberland 
road west of the Ohio river— 

Were taken up and adopted. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved that when the Sen- 
ate adjourns, it will adjourn to meet on Monday 


next, 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the gentleman would 
not press his motion, but that the Senate would 
meet to-morrow, so as to proceed in the discussion 


of the important question now under consideration. | 
i was important to have as early an expression of | 


the Senate upon it as could be obtained consistent- 


ly with a desire to accord to gentlemen an oppor- | 


tunity of debating it. i 
Mr. POINDEXTER said he was as anxious as 


the gentleman could be to dispose of the question | 


alluded to, but it was the usage to adjourn over to 
Monday, and besides, there was a mass of busi- 
. ness of importance in the Senate, which should 
be acted on by the committees. He thought, how- 


ever, that an early expression of opinion upon that || q 


important question was very desirable, and he 
would be the last man to interpose any difficulty 
to delay or prevent it. X 
Mr. WEBSTER thaught the reason sufficient. 
Mr. FORSYTH wished tolearn what was to be 
gained by the debate upon the question in its pres- 
ent attitude before the Senate. He had understood 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, the other day, 
to express a desire to afford Senators an opportu- 
nity of expressing their opinions upon tt; if he 


understood him correctly now, he expresseda wish | 


to have the opinion or action of the Senate upon it. 

Mr: WEBSTER designed the expressions as 
equivalent, and to be understood in either sense. 
He said the other day, that it was proper to refer 
the report to the Committee on Finance, and that 
the committee should report thereon before theulti- 


mate decision of the Senate should be had on-it. | 


It was a matter of indifference to him whether the 
decision of the Senate should precede or succeed 
the report of the committee. As to its reference, 


i! mittee on the report. 


that, too, was entirely at the pleasure of the Sen- 


ate. 

Mr. FORSYTH said it was his impression that 
the report ought, in the first instance; to have been 
referred to the Committee on Finance as the.appro- | 
priate committee. He wished to be informed in 
what shape the question was to be finally presented 
to the Senate for its decision. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, if he had the volition of 
the Senate in his hand he could reply to the gen- 
tleman. He could not give an opinion what the 
Senate might choose to do; he could only say, for 
one, that before the appointment of the Committee 
on Finance, the discussion of the resolutions had 
| begun and been progressed in. He wished to 
| interpose for the purpose of bringing it before 
į the committee as early as possible; but when was 
he to do it, and what gentleman was he to cut off 
by the motion? He said the other day that as 
soon as he could, with propriety and courtesy to 
Senators, he would move the reference of the re- 
port. Whether he voted for the resolutions or. 
against them, he desired the action of the com- 


Mr. POINDEXTER’S motion was adopted. 
At ten minutes before one Mr. CHAMBERS 
moved that the Senate proceed to the special order 
of the day— 
THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
Mr. SOUTHARD then resumed, and con- 
cluded his speech, when— 

Mr. CALHOUN rose, and after expressing a 
| wish to be heard, moved that the Senate adjourn, 
but, at the suggestion of Mr. POINDEXTER, he 
withdrew it for the present, and. on Mr. P.’s mo- 
tion, the Senate went into the consideration of ! 

Executive business until adjournment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. l 
Frıvay, January 10, 1834. 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Invalid 


Thomas and Daniel Palmer. 

Mr. CONNOR reported a bill for the relief of 
George Brown. 

Mr. MARSHALL, a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Samuel Gibbs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, a biil for the relief of 
William K. Paulding; and another for the relief 
of William Haslett. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, a bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph W. Walstead, of Marblehead, master and 
owner of the schooner Sally, and for the crew of 
said vessel. i 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
different fortifications throughout the United States 
| for the year 1834; and a second bill making appro- 
I| priations for Indian annuities, and other similar 
objects for the year 1834. Both were read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the W hole on 
the state of the Union. 


The order of the day was then stated tobe the | 
consideration of Mr. SELDEN’S motion, as | 
amended, that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
uiring the commissioners of the sinking fund 
: forthwith to purchase or otherwise redeem the five 
per cent. stocks of the United States, and directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury, from time to time, 
to place under the control of said commissioners 
|! such fands not otherwise required for the purpose 
ii of the Government, as shall be necessary for that |) 
|| object, and in case of deficiency, to sell so much | 
li of the stock of the Bank of the United States be- i; 
i| longing to the Government as will enable them to 
|! complete the purchase. 


i} Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, strenuously 


t 


i 
j 


t 


| 
1 


H 
i 
f 


without doing injustice to others. The commis- 
| Sioners of the sinking fund have already the power, 
|i if they had the means, to redeem the debt. He 
‘would, therefore, move that the motion of Mr. 
| SELDEN be laid on the table. 


| 


| 


Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Judith į! 


Mr. SELDEN, of New York, being permitted 
to enforce his resolution, asserted that, from the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, there were 
now in the Treasury funds sufficient to extinguish 
the debt; and that if there are funds to pay the 
outstanding debt of the nation, it is imperative on 
the Government to redeem, rather than maintain 
it by a system of oppressive taxation. The Sec- 
retary reports that his balance is- $9,383,000, 
deducting appropriations made. Is it not, there- 
: fore, proper, that with this accumulation of una- 
vailable funds in the hands of the Government, . 
that the debt should be extinguished? The argu- 
ment that an order for a compulsory redemption of 
the debt would advance the article in the market, 
j is not valid, because compulsory, no more than 
voluntary, payment will not and cannot tend to 
increase the demand; and, therefore, not enhance 
| the price. Itis merely fanciful to assert that the 


i 


; debt will thus be liable to increase; for as there ig 


but a certain amount of principal bearing a determ- 
inate interest, no increase can be effected of*either 
principal or interest. They can produce but a 
particular amount. ‘They are not subject to fluc- 
tuation, and never can advance in price. Demand 
or supply does not affect the five per cent. stocks. 
They sre as bank notes, bearing a specific value, 
but not like bank stocks subjected to all the fluctua 
tions of demand and supply. He, therefore, con- 


i siders it essential that they should be paid off in a 


certain time. Is the Secretary of the Treasury to 
be permitted to keep in the Treasury finances for 
no available or appropriated purpose, while the 
outstanding debt of the nation is unredeemed, and 


| the country taxed to maintain it; taxed at an 


amount of five per cent. yearly, while the una- 
vailable funds bear no income whatever? The 
Government derives nothing from the surplus 
revenue; the banks receiving the deposites derive 


| all that can be expected. He hoped that the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means will prepare a law 
instructing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
off all stocks before the first of May which bear a 
greater premium than one per cent., and all short 
of one per cent. after the 1st of September. He 
is willing to submit his motion to that committee, 
because the chairman concurs with him in opinion 
that it is necessary the debt should be extinguished 
now while there are funds which may be safely 
appropriated for that purpose. He will, from 
time to time, give notice of the funds and finances 
of the nation, and ask that committee why they 
do not act, 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. F rise, not for the 
purpose of taking any part in the debate before us, 
but to congratulate the House on the recovery of 
the lost Treasury of the United States. Where is 
the Treasury? has long been asked by all. Where 
is the Treasury? ay, where is the Treasury? The 
Treasury is at length found. The President has 
seized it from the grasp of those with whom it was 
lost, and borne it off in tffumph. The Govern- 
ment can now preserve the Treasury; the people 
can know where it is to be found; and the nation 
can have the advantage of it. Nine millions of the 


| people’s money has been at last recovered. Old . 


lickory can rejoice every day he sees it, and the 
people can look to their beloved and determined 
President, to guaranty its safety from the specula- 
tions of bank jobbers. What complaint can there 


| be about the trifle of a debt while there are nine 


millions in the Treasury? I will not longer detain 
the House, but to congratulate them on the recov- 
ery of the lost Treasury of the United States. Let 
there be great joy, from Georgia to Maine, that 


i the Treasury is rich, and bountifully replenished. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsyivania, said the res- 


' olution intended to compel the commissioners of 


the sinking fund to extinguish the debt, whether 


i: they had or had not funds. If they had funds, they 


have already the power; if they have not funds to 
pay the four and three-quarter millions, they can- 
not obtain them within the time proposed by the 
gentleman from New York. The Secretary of the 
‘Treasury states expressly that the surplus rev- 
enue will not be sufficient to meet next year the 
appropriations already made and the appropria~ 
‘tions estimated. If, therefore, the resolution pre- 
: vail, it will leave the Treasury without fands, and 
i the public service will be materially injured. 

| His motion to lay it on the table was lost—yeas 
i 80, nays 85. 
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Mr. SELDEN said his motion was, that if there || 


was a surplus in the Treasury adequate to redeem 
the debt; it would be. better toapply it to that pur- 
pose than have it fluctuating in unavailable funds; 
and if there was net sufficient in the surplus rev- 
enue; that the deficiency would be supplied by the 
gale of the bank stock. $ ; 
- Mr. STEWART said this would be a singular 
remedy—to sell bank stock bearing an interest of 


seven per cent., in order to redeem stock bearing | 


an interest of only five per cent., making the coun- 
try a considerable loser by the difference received 
and paid. . 

Mt. MERCER, of Virginia, took the same view 
of the question, and said.it would go to make the 
country a loser of two percent. yearly ona much 
larger principal thañ the debt amounted to. 

- Mr. POLK said, as. the resolution was a mere 
matter of inquiry, he could not oppose its being 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
That committee will judge whether it is expedient 


the debt, or whether it would be well to dispose 
of the bank stock that the national debt might be 
redeemed. ; 

. The resolution wasagreed to—yeas 126, nays 81. 

The House, on motion, resolved that when they 
should adjourn this day to adjourn over until 
Monday next; and having refused to suspend the 
rule by which this day is set apart for the consid- 
eration of private business, the following engrossed 
bills were read a third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of William Walker and the 
heirs of Samuel Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Boyd; 

A bill for the relief of Ezekiel Foster; 

A bill forthe relief of the owners of the schooner 
Three Sisters; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Bessom; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Joseph Rowe, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Floratio N. Crabb; 

A bill for the relief of John G. Reynolds; 

A bill for the relief of John Percival and others; 

A bill for the relief of Frances and Judith Taylor; 

CA. bill for the relief of the representatives of 
George Hurlbut, deceased; : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Presley 
Thornton, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Minor; 

A. bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Enos Grannis; . 

A bill for the relief of John Lobdell; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones. 

The bill granting pensions to several persons 
therein named was taken up for consideration. 
After some discussion, 

Mr. GILMER moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions so to amend it as to cause the pension 
to LeslieCombs, of Lexington, Kentucky, to take 
effect from. the year 1832, instead of the year 1813, 
(the time of the alleged disability.) 

Some furtherdebate ensued. . The question was 

‘then taken; and the motion to recommit agreed 
to—yeas 169, nays 20. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 

[In our report of Thursday’s proceedings, it is 
stated, by mistake, that Mr. CASEY reported a 
*¢ bill furthecontinuation of the Cumberland road,”’ 
&ec.,and a bill “forthe location and survey of 
the Cumberland road,” &c. These bills were | 
both reported by Mr. SLADE from the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Ganals.] i 

(We omitted, in its proper place, to say that 
Mr. Bewron concluded his remarks by submitting 


in lieu of the 2d resolution offered by Mr. Cray. 
On the following day the resolution was consid- 
ered and rejected.] 

** Resolved, That Nicholas Biddle, President of | 
the Bank of the United States, and be! 
summoned to appear at the bar of the Senate, on 
the day of -—, then and there to be exam- 
ined on oath touching the causes of the late large 
curtailment of debts due.to the Bank of the United 
States, and the manner of conducting the said cur- 
tailment; also to be then and there examined 


touching the application of the moneys of the 
bank to electioneering and political objects.’ 


We have received files of Buenos Ayres 
and Rio Janeiro papers, the former to the 
19th October, and the latter to the 15th 


| November, inclusive. 


. Buenos Ayres was in a state of great 
confusion and excitement. T e Governor, 
on the 15th instant, issued a proclamation 
addressed to the inhabitants of the Prov- 
ince, to the effect that if in time of tran- 
quillity it be necessary for the Executive to 
act so as to give confidence to the people, 
and security for the preservation of con- 
stitutional liberty, it was more than ever 
so at the present moment, from the scan- 
dalous insurrection promoted by some de- 
luded men, and every measure would be 


, pedient | taken to restore order and tranquillity. 
to use*the surplus revenue (if any) to.extinguish || 


Troops had, in consequence, been ordered 
to the capital. Riots and tumalt were 
frequent in the city. 

The Congress of Buenos Ayres, on the 
15th October, passed a law suspending for 
fifteen days the liberty of the press, and 
forbidding, under the heaviest penalties, 
the publication of any article of a political 
nature in the journals; the. editors are 
compelled, therefore, to withhold any 
comment on passing events. 

Another conspiracy against the Gov- 
ernment of Chili had been discovered and 
suppressed in the capital of that Republic 
in September last. Some discharged mil- 
itary officers were at the head of it. 

In an article on Rio Janeiro, inthe Eng- 
lish journal published at Buenos Ayres, a 
complaint is made that the Americans 
have lately completely driven the British 
out of the coffee market of Rio by their 
superior enterprise and skill in specula- 
tion.— Balt. Daily Adv. 


Another Invention.—An article called 
the patent India rnbber floating mattress, 
invented by J.D. Elliott. Itis cased with 
India rubber water-proof cloth, and filled 
in part with cork shavings. It is said to 
be soft, elastic, and comfortable to sleep 
on, and will not imbibe or retain infec- 
tion or dampness. It will be a grand 
article at sea or on rivers, as it is suff- 
ciently buoyant to support two persons, 
and will keep six from sinking in the 
waters by laying hold upon it. Commo- 
dore Elliott, of the navy-yard, Boston, 
recommends them highly as beds and as 


‘life preservers.—N. H. Spect. 


Louisiana.—The message of the Gov- 
ernor of Louisiana alludes to the dreadful 
ravages of the cholera throughout that 
State during the year, and of the yellow 


fever immediately after, in the capital of 
the following resolution, which he moved to insert | Ie ‘ P 


the State, and adds that the expiring year 


is the most sickly that Louisiana has ever | 


experienced since her. first establishment. 
It then proceeds to congratulate the Le- 
gislafure on the universal restoration of 


i health, and the agricultural and commer- 


cial prosperity of the State. 

“ The products of our agriculture,” says 
the message, “ will equal those of the last 
crop; our commerce has never been more 
flourishing ; and New Orleans, where edi- 


fices of the value of more than two mil- 
lions are now rising up, is-every day 
acquiring a development worthy of the 
city which must be considered not only 
the capital of Louisiana, but of the whole 
valley of the Mississippi. l 

«The exports of New Orleans, for the 
year 1831, will probably be as follows: 


Cotton—45 900 bales, at $55......-.. $24,750,000 
Tobacco—30,000 hhds., at $40...... 1,200,000 
Sugar—70,000 hhds., at $65....... + 4,550,600 
Molasses—4,500,000 galls., at 20 cts.. 700,000 
Welllern produce...ccueessnecees 5,400,000 

$36,700,000 
Deduct for home consumption....... 2,000,000 


Total of exports for 1831....... $34,700,000 
‘Of these exports, the produce of Louisiana and 
the charges of transit will amount as follows: 
Cotton—180,000 bales, at $55....... $9,900,000. 
Sugar—70,000 hhds., at $65.... 4,550,000 
Molasses—3,500,000 galls., at 20 cts.. 700,000 
Charges on produce in transit, and on 
the produce of Louisiana, exported 
AL nce we erc cee ce rs cccace sasoes oe 


..... 


5,000,000 


Total value of the produce and profits 

of Louisiana, <s» es.ee» eses e ese s 820,150,000 
' «To which may be added near $2,009,- . 
000 profits made this year by our mer- 
chants on the last crop of cotton, Whence 
it results that the produce of Louisiana 
and profits of her commerce amount in 
value to more than,one half of that of her 
whole exports, and that New Orleans 
alone realizes profits equivalent to one 
third of the total proceeds of the industry. 
of the State. 

“The policy which. England has just 
adopted in relation to her colonies, how- - 
ever disastrous it may be tō those intended 
to be benefited by it, can produce no other 
than a favorable effect on that branch of 
our agriculture which, in consequence 
of the early frosts which we have experi- 
enced, is the least flourishing at. the present 
time. The English colonies will, for the 
future, produce less sugar, and the increase 
which must necessarily take place in price 
may compensate us henceforward for the 
injury produced by the diminution of the 
duty on that article.” — Courier. 


“When all other means fail in arresting 
hemorhage, a little oil of tobacco hasim- 
mediately succeeded. That which col- 
lects in the stems of pipes which have 
been long smoked will answer perfectly. 
The discovery was made by Humel, a 
chemist at Berlin, and his mixture is eight 
ounces of distilled water, two drachms of 
oil of tobacco, and a few drops of etherial 
animal oil. This has been found so effect- 
ual, that, by a recent decree of the Min- 
ister of the Interior at Munich, all apothe- 
caries are ordered to keep it prepared.” 


The back numbers of the Congressfonal 
Globe are exhausted. Those persons, 
therefore, who may subscribe for it here- 
after will receive only the number contain- 
ing the proceedings of the week in which 
théir subscriptions are received at this office, 
and all the future numbers as they are pub- 
lished. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 1834. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownay, January 13, 1834. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


the following communication from the Secretary’ 


of the Treasury, in compliance with the resolution 
of Mr, Faeuxenvysen, adopted on Friday, which 
was read as follows: 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
January 13, 1834. 

Sır: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate 
of the 10th instant, directing “the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to inform the Senate of the construc- 
s tion which has been given by that Department to 
‘the act passed at the last session of Congress, 
‘ entitled * An act to modify the act of the 14th of 
‘July, 1832, and all other acts imposing duties on 
‘imports,’ and also to furnish copies of such in- 
“structions as may have been given to collectors 
‘regulating their duty under said act,” Ihave the 
honor herewith to transmit a printed copy of the 
letter of instructions from this Department to the 
officers of customs, dated April 20, 1833, stating 
the principles on which the duties were to be cal- 
culated under theact of the 14th of July, 1832, and 
that of the 2d of March, 1833, modifying said act; 
and also a printed copy of the instructions given 
by the Comptroller on the 26:h ultimo, 

No other instructions have issued from this De- 
partment in relation to the subject mentioned in 
the resolution. 

Under the construction of the law as given by 
the Department in the circular letter of April last, 
the duties on manufactures of cotton, or of which 
cotton shall bea component part, areto be calculated 
according to the act of the 14th of July, 1832, and 
the act of the 2d of March, 1833, reducing the 
duty, will operate upon the rate of duty calculated 
in the minimum principle; and instructions will 
forthwith be given to the collectors accordingly. 

No decision has been made by the Department 
since that of the 20th of April, 1833, before re- 
ferred to. 

I understand from the Comptroller that his in- 
structions were intended by him to carry into effect 
that decision according to what he supposed to be 
its intention. . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
obedient servant, R. B. TANEY 


your 
$ 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van BUREN, : 
Vice President of the United States, and 
President of the Senate. 
Mr. CLAY said he was glad to see that the 
error in the interpretation of the act of last session 
was now corrected, and that new instructions, 
conformable to the meaning of the act, would 
issue. That the Secretary of the Treasury and 


the Comptroller had given to the act the interpre- | 


tation imputed to them, he had received, he might 
say, a half peck of letters and communications to 
prove, and not only that, but also a communica- 
tion from one of the officers of the customs in the 
city of New York, informing him that such were 
the instructions which had been issued to him 
fromthe Department. He was glad to see that the 
error was corrected,and that the construction given 
would be repealed, and others conformable to the 
spirit and plain meaning of the act would be is- 
sued. He moved the reference of the report to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CALHOUN added thereto the motion to 


rint. 
£ Mr. FORSYTH thought the Committee on Fi- 
nance the most appropriate committee. The 
question involved had reference to the revenue 
alone. He therefore moved to amend the mo- 
tion so as to send the report to that committee. 
It was very obvious that no decision of the head 
of the Treasury Department had been made on 
the subject, except that which was made in April 
last by Mr. McLane—and it seemed that In carry- 
ing out the decision of the Secretary, the Comp- 
troller was mistaken. He thought the gentle- 
man [Mr. Cray] was in error in supposing that 
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| 
i 
| 
| 
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H 


| attend to, he (Mr. C.) would say, that when im- 


| the existence of duties imposed by law prior to 


the Comptroller and Secretary were both equally 
mistaken. - 

Mr. CLAY thought that, as it regarded the 
reference of the report to the proper committee, if 
the Treasury Department meant to do what they 
said they would do, it was of no consequence 
what committee it were sent to. But it related, 
in a much greater degree, to the manufacturing 
interests of the country than to the revenue. He 
thought, therefore, that the Committee on Manu- 
factures was the most proper committee. As 
respected the adjustment of the mistake between 
the Secretary and the Comptroller, the gentleman 
(Mr. F.) might settle that as he thought proper. 
But had the present Secretary been so devoted to 
the removal of the deposites, and the regulation 
of the present depositories of the public money, 
that he could not attend to it? There had been 
at least as culpable an omission in his not super- 
intending the carrying out the instructions of his 
predecessor as there was in the Comptroller. 

Mr. FORSYTH replied, that he had no doubt 
but the Secretary had been properly employed in 
his official duties—-what the nature of them might 
be, he (Mr. F.) would not pretend to say. But 
the gentleman from Kentucky himself had fur- 
nished him with a good deal to do. The Secre- 
tary certainly had not attended to the details of 
this matter. They were properly left to the sub- 
ordinates in the office. It would be impossible 
for him to attend. to the details in his office—that 
would require ten men. But he (Mr. F.) was 
anxious the error, whatever it were, should be 
fixed on the proper person, because it would do | 
him no harm. As regarded the reference of it to 
the Committee on Finance, it was obviously the 
most proper one, as immediately affecting the rev- 
enue, for the minimum duties by this construction | 
were got rid of entirely, and great difficulty was 
likely to be given in carrying it into effect, and it | 
would require some general rule to be made by 
that committee on the subject. 

Mr. CLAY said there could not be the slightest 
difficulty in carrying the act into effect. The act 
of 1832 subjects cotton fabrics to a duty of 25 
per cent. ad valorem, and a further duty, in the 
form of minimums, of 30 cents and 35 cents. The 
compromise act of last session provides for a bien- 
nial reduction of 10 per cent. upon all duties im- 
posed by previous acts. He held in his handa 
calculation in figures, which was as clear as the 
sun at noon-day, made by a collection officer him- 
self, going to show conclusively that there was no 
new legislation necessary, if the act was carried 
out according to its plain import. As to the de- 
tails which it was said the Secretary could not | 


mensely important duties, affecting the collection 
of imposts on manufactures, were committed to 
him, he would have thought he could find time to 
attend to them. But if he could not find time to | 
attend to his duties as Secretary of the Treasury, | 
how was he able to attend to those duties which | 
were exclusively assigned to the Treasurer of the 
United States? 

Mr. FORSYTH would not attempt to defend | 
the Secretary from the gentleman; he was determ-., 
ined to find fault with him. Mr. F. thought the | 
circular of the Comptroller was the mere practical | 
application of the rule as it was established, and | 
he was mistaken in it. It was not the Secretary’s | 
duty to superintend the carrying out the provis- 
ions of the act. The act declares that if the} 
duties shall exceed 20 per cent. on the value, a | 
reduction of one-tenth shall be made. Now, what l 
is the value spoken of? Upon what is the calcu- | 
lation to be made? The minimum value is sup- | 
posed by the Treasury to be totally destroyed, i 


but the actual value of the article is to be taken |j 


into view in fixing the duty. p 

Mr. CLAY ssid there was not the slightest | 
change made in the ad valorem. The act of last į 
session assumes that the collection shall continue | 


the act of last session. 


Mr. PRESTON observed, that as far ag: the 
South wereconcerned, they were disposed to carry 
into effect the law of last session, in its plain and ob- 
vious terms, whatever might be the consequences, 
with the most perfect good faith. As regarded 
the reference of this report, it was a question ex- 
clusively of revenue, and instructions to revenue 
officers, and therefore most peculiarly appropriate 
to the Committee on Finance. It might be that 
the law was for the purpose of fostering manufac- 


| tures; but as it now was, it was solely a revenue 


law. 

Mr. CLAY remarked, that as he was perfectly 
indifferent what committee the communication of 
the Secretary was referred to, he would move to 
lay it on the table, for the purpose of asking the 
last instructions which had issued from the Depart- 
ment on this subject. 

Mr. FORSYTH thought it would be more con- 
venient for the committee to write for the instruc- 
tions. 

_ Mr. CLAY said he wanted to see the instruc- 
tions. : 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

And afterwards, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
it was ordered to be printed. - 


Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, reported sundry bills, which were ordered to 
be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, containing a report from the several 
banks of the District of Columbia, 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Andrew 
Knox; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Moses Shepherd; 
which was read and committed. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by their Clerk, stating that they 
had passed certain bills, and asking the concur- 
rence of the Senate. i 

Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported certain bills, which were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Hiram A. 
Hunter; which was read and committed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, ascribing 
the present pecuniary distress of the country to the 
removal of the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States; which, on motion of Mr. POINDEX- 
TER, was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read, and severally referred to ap- 
propriate committees: 

A bill for the relief of William Walker and the 
heirs of Samuel Brown, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
Berrien, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of George Hurlbut. 

A bill for the relief of Captain Thomas Ap Cates- 
by Jones. 

A bill for the relief of John L. Lobdell. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Minor. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Presley Thornton. 

A bill for the relief of Frances and Judith Tay- 
or. 

Petitions and memorials. were presented by 
Messrs. SHEPLEY, WRIGHT, WILKINS, 
TYLER, and SILSBEE, which, without reading, 


were severally referred. 
The following resolutions were offered pending 


| the morning session, and lie one day: 


By Mr. CLAY— 
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of affording 
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temporary relief to the community from the pres- 
ent pecuniary embarrassments, by prolonging the 
payment of revenue bonds as they fall due, the 
obligors paying interest, and giving satisfactory 
security. 

By Mr. MOOR 

Resolved, That t 
fairs be instructed to inquire 
Colonel Samuel Dale, as set 
1832; arid whether said Dale is not 4 
to the. money received by Weir for pro- 
visions furnished the troops in the Territory of 
Alabama, in 1818; and whether the said sum of 
money ought not to be paid to the said Dale. 

By Mr. ROBBINS— 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library 
be instructed to inquire whether any, and if any, 
what amendments are necessary to the existing 
laws providing for the distribution of the laws and 
the reports of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then announced the 
special order to be 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


E— 
he Committee on Military Af- 
into the accounts of 
tled únder the act of 
justly entitled 


resolutions submitted by Mr. CLAY on the 28th | 


ultimo. 

Mr. CALHOUN then addressed the Chair for 
an hour and a half in opposition to the report of 
the Secretary. On concluding, 

Mr. SHEPLEY rose, and after expressing a 
wish to be heard, moved that the Senate adjourn. 
Whereupon 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 13, 1834. 


The petition of Noah Fletcher coming up in its 
order-— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose, and after 
referring to the postponement of any action on the 
petition when first presented by him, said that, 
although he did not agree that the rules of the 
House under which it was postponed had been 
always uniform, yet that he had acceded to it, 
because he had every desire to accommodate the 
House, and not entangle it with a contention about 
the rules of their proceedings. He would not now 
go into an elaborate view of the subject, and had 
nearly closed what he had to say upon it, when 
on the former occasion the member from Alabama 
[Mr. Cray] had interposed by his objections, that, 
under the rule of the Eouse, the subject could not 
then be discussed; but he would merely remark 
now, as he did then, that the petitioner was a per- 
son in an humble situation of life: he had been a 
laborer in the service of the Government for nearly 
the whole of his life, and of which fourteen or fif- 
teen years had been passed as a subordinate officer 
of the House; that he had discharged his duty so 
far, as he had reason to believe, in a satisfactory | 
manner; fornocomplaint had been preferred against 
him. Under such’ circumstances it, however, ap- ! 
peared that he had been removed from the office 
which he so filled by the fiat of power; he had been | 
removed by virtue of an instrument with which | 
they had become latterly somewhat familiar—an 
instrument in writing, a little paper, unceremoni- 
ously addressed to the object, beginning “ F,” not 
the Hlouse, ‘have no further occasion for your 
services.” This, then, being the mode in which 
one of their agents for the transaction of their 
business had been dismissed, and without previous 
admonition, he thought it was a duty incumbent 
upon the human character, wherever an exercise 
of power had been made in either an offensive 
manner, or in a way to prove injurious to our fel- 
low creatures, that the party was called upon to 
lay before the world some justification for such in- 

jurious or offensive exercise, some plausible apol- 
ogy for the conduct pursued. But was such the 
case here? No; it was not pretended that there | 


was any charge against the petitioner, and nothing |; 


but this brief notice of dismissal was sent to him; 
being thus dismissed, his plans in life altogether 
broken up; this act, too, being done by an officer 
who holdsand exercises that power from the House, | 
it became their duty to see by what authority the 
act had been done. Whether the power was legally 


or illegally exercised was not so material; it was 
enough for them if the power was exercised un- 
justly or improperly to entitle them to call upon 
the individual thus exercising it. The House, he 
contended, had this power in their hands, and they 
could not go forth to their constituents and say 
they witnessed such an exercise of power as was 
displayed in this instance withoutaffording redress. 
No apology having been made for it, the natural 
inference was, that the power had been exercised 
in a proscriptive manner. And here he was in- 
duced toconsider what was proscription? It was 
the power of a tyrant; it was the power which said, 
“Think as 1 think,” ** Do as 1 bid you.” Does 


l 


humblest serf more than this? What could the 
Sublime Porte itself require of the humblest slave 
within his realms than, Think as I think, act as 
I wish? This was the very essence of tyranny. 
This spirit it was which, with powerful arm, 
grapples and regulates and guides everything as lt 
pleased; which made the man for the place, and 
not the place for them l 
this was the spirit which ađdressed itself to the 
ambitious man, and says, Give up your indepen- 
dence or your place shall be forfeit; to the avari- 
cious it says, You must barter your conscience for 
gold; and this it was which addressed itself to the 
hungry and to the naked, saying, Be ye warm, be 
ye fed, be ye clothed, but be ye also of my faith. 
‘Thig was the true character of proscription; to 
avoid which, it would seem, that every man upon 
entering into office, must craw! to the footstool of 
its known disposer, and first undersign and seal, 
give bond by which he will engaged to become the 
slave of that power. This was one effect of pro- 
scription, but not the worst. If they wanted to 
see its effect upon the proscribed, they need not 
travel out of the present case; the caseof an hum- 
ble individual, who would not be permitted to sit 
in a private chamber of the Capitol, there to enjoy 
even the privilege of neutrality, but he must be 
bound to bark and to hunt for the power which 
employed him. There was another view of all 
this, which seemed to him to be still more offensive 
and more obnoxious to public justice. He was led 
to consider who was this ‘*1,’’ who said ‘$ I have 
no occasion for your services.” The gentleman 
in the office of chief clerk need not suppose that 
these remarks were intended to be personal, for 
they were not so. Mr. D. would not apply them 
so, as he now believed that this officer had acted 
inconsiderately rather than from any other motive 
in the matter. But, in considering the effects of 
the system, and who the personage was who thus 
claimed this power, they would find that it was 
one whom they bad elevated into an office, con- 
nected with which was the power to use all the 
money. of the House, and all the vast patronage 
which that money could. give as a capital to trade 
upon; and if this was so, in truth and in fact, was 
it not time that such a power was taken out of the 
hands of their chief officer? The salaries at his 
disposal amounted to some twelve or fifteen thous- 
and dollars, and being so large it was in the power 
of any band of men to conspire together to elevate 
| whom they pleased to the office, and then have the 
patronage to trade upon; but he trusted that the 
House would not tolerate such a system. He 
knew the character of the petitioner to have been 
without spot or blemish; and as he claimed it asa 
right to have his petition presented, he (Mr. D.) 
had presented it asa daty due, not only to him, 
but, under thecircumstances, to the whole country, 
and in a manner es little offensive as possible. 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said he must claim the 
attention of the House for a few moments on this 
all-important question, (as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts seemed to consider it,) particularly 
as he had been referred to in the course of the re- 
marks which had just been made. He ought to do 
so, (Mr. C. said,) if it were only for the mere pur- 
pose of rendering some suitable apology for having 
called the gentleman from Massachusetts to order 
| when he presented the memorial the other day. 
Mr. C. said the gentleman had not been satisfied 
to accompany the presentment of the memorial 
with ‘a brief statement of the contents thereof,” 
as the rule of the House required; but was going 
on to declaim at large upon the freedom cf the 
people, and the safety of thecitizen. He(Mr.C.) 
had thought this course a departure from the rule 


ł 


the Autocrat of all the Russias demand from his Í 


an. ‘This was proscription; |j 


of practice in such cases, and an unnecessary con- 
sumption of time, and had, therefore, called upon 
the Chair to interpose. To require a member to 
conform to rules, adopted for our government and 
the orderly transaction of business, certainly de- 
manded an apology! 5 

1 had supposed, Mr. Speaker, the House had 
sufficient business to occupy its time and attention, 
and sufficient matter for excitement, too, at least 
for the present, without the introduction of this 
most unnecessary, if not unprecedented question, 
It seems to me, sir, that any one will be satisfied, 
on the least examination, or the slightest reflection, 
that the memorialist has no claim to the interposi- 
tion of the House, founded either upon its practice 
or thelaw of thecountry. Itmay serve to occupy 
the time of the House, which all must agree to be 
so precious, and so much demanded by legitimate 
subjects for its consideration; and it may serve to 
produce some excitement, which may be desirable 
in these calm and quiet times. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Davis,] who introduced the memorial with so 
much pure benevolenceand deep pathos, disclaimed 
any intention to excite the feelings of gentlemen by 
‘ any remarks he had made. Far from him! He 
only wished to do justice to an injured individual, 
| an oppressed American citizen! No, sir, it was 
not his purpose 

c To stir men’s blood.?? 


| He only showed the supposed wrongs of Mr. 


Fletcher— 


c: poor, poor dumb mouths, 
And bid them speak for him.’? 

But, notwithstanding the gentleman’s disclaimer, 
if it had so happened that the eloquence of those 
«¢dumb mouths” had roused a general feeling of 
indignation, likely to overwhelm the object of his 
assault, he would doubtless have been ready to 


| exclaim with his great prototype, 


——_——--—* Mischief, thou art afoot ; 

Take thou what course thou wilt.?? 

But, sir, what is the ground assumed and set 
| forth by the memorialist, upon which he claims 
the interposition of this House? It consists in his - 
having been appointed about fourteen or fifteen 
years ago, and having ever since quietly held the 
office, and enjoyed its emoluments; ergo, he is en- 
titled to it the remainder of his life. This, sir, is 
the sum and substance of Mr. Fletcher’s claim; 
he has held the office so long that he now believes 
his title indefeasible. The claimant, in this in- 
stance, however, is not the only one who has ar- 
rived at the conclusion that once getting into office 
in this District gives a freehold title. That notion, 
Mr. C. believed, prevailed extensively, not only 
in reference to clerkships and other offices in the 
House of Representatives, but to all the officers in 
the several Departments. {t remains to be seen 
whether the House will give sanction to the claims 
of such tenants. 

The gentleman from Massachusettes, [Mr. Da- 
vis,]- however, was not satisfied to rest the claim 
of Mr. Fletcher upon the ground set forth in his 
petition. He urges the additional consideration 
of the petitioner’s long residence here, during 
which he has made investments in property in this 
District; and that he has here contracted the pri- 
vate relations of husband and father. For all this 
good fortune, the gentleman would seem to con- 
clude that the petitioner should hold his office for 
life. Ifa man has held an office many years, itis 
a good claim, according te this new doctrine; but 
if he-shall have had the good fortune, in the mean 
| time, to get married, and to get rich, forsooth, it 
i is much better—it is an indefeasible freehold, at 
least. Why, sir, acquiesce in this doctrine for a 
i few years more, and we shall have office claimed 
| here by inheritance. The son of Noah Fletcher, 
| or some one else, who has settled here, obtained 
| a good office, got married, been blessed with chil- 
| dren, and has realized a fortune, will come forward 


| and claim the place which was held by his father. 
| And could he not sustain his claim? Yes, sir, 
| with as much plausibility as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts sustains that of the father. He 
| would only have to add to the family history, with 
which we have already been favored, by saying 
he had been born here, raised and educated here, 
| perhaps brought up in his father’s office, and ac- 
| customed to its duties, unaccustomed to any other 
business, and unacquainted with the manners and 
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habits of any other place. He might add to all 
this, by urging the conclusive objection to his emi- 


gration, which is said to have been made bya | 
starving washerwoman, of this or some other | 
city——that he could not go to a remote part of the | 
country, (the West, perhaps,) because there is no | 


society there. 
To enhange the importance of this grave matter, 


the gentleman from Massachusetts told you, upon | 
introducing it, that it was intimately connected | 
with the freedom and safety of the people.” The: 
removal, or rather the failure to reappoint a clerk— | 


asubordinate clerk—endangers the safety of the people! 
This is truly touching. Whata lively sensibuiity 
the gentleman from Massachusetts has, to the 
“freedom and sarevy of thepeople!” It certainly 
ought to enroll him, not only with the patriots, 
but the philanthropists of the age. But, sir, has 
he satisfied you of the truth of the fact heassumes? 
The time was, (and yet is, in some parts of the 


country,) when rotation in office was supposed to | 
be intimately connected with the freedom and | 


safety of the people; when the power and emolu- 
ments of office were supposed to be corrupting in 
their tendency; and when frequent changes were 


deemed indispensable to the purity of our institu- | 


tions. It is true that the party to which the gen- 
tleman belongs—once called Federal, now ycleped 
National Republican—did, in the early history of 
the country, insist that some of the higher officers 
of the Government should be appointed for life; 


but they did not theninsist, so far as Laminformed, ; 


that clerks, or any class of subordinate officers, 


should be so appointed. That, I suppose, has ; 


been left for one of the improvements of this 
more enlightened age. We must now sanction 
the doctrine that when a man once gets into office, 
he is to hold it for life, or during his own will and 
pleasure. 

But, sir, how long has this been a favorite prin- 
ciple with the gentleman from Massachusetts, or 
his political friends? Did they entertain it duriag 
the late Administration ? y 
then that ‘the freedom and safety of the people”? 


was in danger? The Secretary of State of that l 


Administration thought proper to change the pub- 


lishers of the laws throughout most parts cf the | 


Union, as well as I recollect. Did the gentleman 
or his friends then consider the *‘ freedom and 
safety of the people” in danger? Did they then 
tell you that the liberty of the press had been as- 
sailed, that the freedom of the people was identified 


with that great palladium of their liberties, and | 


that, if one were cloven down, the other must fall 
likewise? No, sir. 


was all the fairest thing in the world.” Why, sir, 
the principle of rotation in office has been carried 
to the utmost extremity by the party to which the 
gentleman belongs. When did they ever have 
power and not exercise it? When did they ever 


have patronage and bestow it on those who were | 
guilty of differing with them in opinion? If news- | 
paper authority can be relied on, it was but the | 


other day that no less than fifty eight watchmen of 
Philadelphia were dismissed because they were not 
of the true political faith. 
formed, the city administration has lately changed 
hands. 
a believer in its claims to perpetuity, has been 


elected—-and this is among the first fruits of his : 
Where was the sympathy of the ` 


administration. 3 
gentleman ’s friends when this was done? 


The late printer to this Flouse had been in office | 
four years, and, so far as regarded the discharge of : 
his mechanical duty, lam not aware that there was | 


any well-grounded complaint. ` Other considera- 


tions than the mere business of printing for the | 
House operated upon his reélection; and, I be- | 


lieve, justly operated. Did the gentleman, or his 
then political friends, vote for him? I presume he 
will answer no. But, sir, it is useless to waste 


time in enumerating instances in which similar acts : 
have been done, even by those who belong to the | 
orthodox school of National Republicanism. The | 


omissions to exercise power, when they have it, 
will be found to be mere exceptions from their 
general rule of action, Their whole history proves 
that they act upon the assumption that no man is 
qualified for office, no man is worthy of trust or 


: H : t 
confidence, unless he is of the true faith according | 


to their creed ; it is immaterial what may be the 


Did they raise the ery” 


Not one of those watchful | 
sentinels of liberty then sounded the tocsin. ‘It i 


If I am correctly in- | 


A new mayor, friendly to the bank, and | 


grade or character of the station, from the Chief 
|| Magistracy down to a watchman. 

Bat, sir, looking to the rea! object of the resolu- 
tion rather than to the question properly involved. 
I had nearly omitted it. The 21 section of the 
first article of the Constitution declares that each 
| House of Representatives shall have the power to 
! “choose their Speaker and other officers.” That 
i 


| 

} 
the Clerk of the late House was not clerk of this, | 
has been demonstrated by the election of our pres- |! 
ent Clerk as his successor. Can it be maintained |} 
that a subordinate clerk, who deri-es his appoint- || 
ment and his powers from his principal, has a |i 
better tenure? Who directs his labors? Who |} 
superintends the performance of his duty? Whe |! 
is responsible to the House for the performance of |: 
them? Ail must agree that the principal Clerk is |! 
the source of his power and authority, the super- |} 
intendent of his performance, and responsible to 
the House. It will be found, by an examination || 
of all the laws and resolutions of the House in | 
relation to the subordinate clerks, that every one | 
of them, by the authority of the House, has been 
employed by the principal Clerk. The House has 
never appointed one of them. Fhad intended to 
have gone into a more minute examitiation of the 
subject; but, as the geatleman has not thought 
“proper to say anything upon what would seem to į 
be properly the main ground of his motion, 1 deem 
it unnecessary. 

Mr. C. concluded by saying that he hoped the || 
House was satisfied that the removal, or, more || 
'| properly, the failure to reappoint Mr. Fletcher, | 

l 
1 


was not fraught with such awful consequences to 
the freedom of the people and the safety of the 
country as the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
| supposed, and, consequently, they would not adopt 
i; the resolution he had proposed 


Mr. MANN moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, but subsequently withdrew the motion. | 


1 Mr. CHILTON then advocated the necessity 
‘lof inquiry, as a means of justifying the Clerk; | 
for, if there could be any cause shown that the 
petitioner had neglected his duty, no person, what- ; 
ever was his political creed, would pronounce that 
he had done wrong in removing him. It would 
appear that the whole sympathy of the member 
from Alabama had been swallowed up for the | 
Philadelphia watchmen, and in apprehension that | 
their removal had been caused by that ten-headed | 
monster, the Bank of the United States. But no | 
matter where proscription might be found to exist, 
‘| or to originate, it was important to the House and 
to the nation that it should be put down, and he 
expected to have the codperation of that gentleman. 
to put it down. Had they forgotten the scenes | 
that occurred in 1827-and 1828, .before the last 
| presidential election, upon this very subject? Did | 
they not all recollect the hue and cry that was 
then raised when Mrs. Bailey was removed from į 
| an office connected with the public printing? His 
| (Mr. C.’s) sentiments were the same now as then. 
Although charged with deviation, he was determ- | 
ined to maintain the principles for which he had at 

| that pericd contended. 


Mr. C. went on to say that this was the first 
occasion on which the principles of proscription 
had been introduced and practised upon in this 
‘| House, and he considered it as a proof that the 
reign of terror was restored. Beginning in high 
places, the stream branched off into every place, 
‘| however small. He saw distinctly, in the course |) 
of this Administration, in its large and small ope- |! 
rations, a strong tendency to despousm, &c. If) 
| it should be found, after giving the Clerk of the | 


‘| House a fair opportunity to explain, that he has i: 


turned out able and faithful officers to put in || 
political friends, I (said Mr. C.) will be in favor 


i of teaching him a Jesson which shall operate upon 


i 
public oficers beneficially hereafter. He would | 
i| have a committee to inquire into the facts of the 
case, and he submitted the following motion asan | 
amendment: : |i 


li 
H 
ji 


Mr. C. then moved to refer the resolution of, 


Mr. Davisson the memorial of Noah Fletcher, to 1; 
‘a select committee, with instructions to inquire || 
into and report to this House, the causes which | 
have led to the removal of the memorialist; and | 
whether it was from neglect of duty, or from || 
|! political considerations, that he has been removed; |: 
iland that said committee have leave to send for i: 


persons and papers, and to report by resolution 
or otherwise, 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, remarked that 
very little remained to be said in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, without traveling over 


! the same ground taken by the gentleman from Al- 
` abama. j 


He had himself, for a long series of 
years, enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with the 


į gentleman who now fills the station of Clerk of 


this House, and he knew that there was not any- 


i where to be found a more high-minded and hon- 

orable man. 
; fellow-citizens in Pennsylvania toa very high de- 
| grec, and he enjoyed the confidence of his political 
| Opponents to as great an extent as any man in that 


He possessed the confidence of his 


State. I can therefore vouch, said Mr. M., that 
he is incapable of a dishonorable act. But what 
is the question which we are now discussing? 


| Has it not been usyal for the Clerk of the House 


to appoint his assistants? Flas the right ever been 
denied to him? How can we make a question of 
his right to employ such assistants in the discharge 
of his duties as he himself sees fit to select? Ag 
well might the late Clerk, Mr. Clarke, come be- 
fore us with a memorial for redress, as any one of 
the assistant clerks. He had never heard Mr. 
Clarke had been neglectful of his duties; on the 


.contrary, he had always heard him spoken of as 


| it, when predicated on the principle of right. 


a very competent and efficient officer, and an ami- 
able and agreeable man. But still we chose to 
elect another Clerk. We did not recognize his 
right to remain in office because he had held it ten 
or eleven years. If this was the democracy of the 


| gentleman from Kentucky, he could not accede to 


It 
was not the democracy of the people of Pennsyl- 


| vania, nor did he believe it was of Kentucky. Ro- 


tation in ofice had always been a favorite doctrine 
with the Democratic party, and very properly. 
It was the nature of man to misuse powers and 
privileges long remaining in his hands. He did 


| not apply this to the case of the memorialist, who 


was, as he had been informed, a respectable man, 


; and had discharged his duties well. Maintaining, 


as he did, that the Clerk of the House being re- 
sponsible to the House for the discharge of his 
trast, had the right of chosing his assistants, he 
saw no reason for an inquiry into the motives of 
the removal of the memorialist. He knew very 
well that all this talk about proscription was meant 
to operate upon the people. But gentlemen wholly 
misapprehended the sentiments of the people, if 
they supposed that the people were in favor of 
rendering every civil office permanent, during the 


, good behavior of the incumbent. The cry of the 


minority about proscription he had always re- 
garded as a dishonorable mode of party warfare. 
Were he in the minority, he would be the jast 
man to ask political favor from adversaries whose 
election he had oppesed. He appealed to the can- 
dor and good sense of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts for the acknowledgment that it is usual 
for every majority to appoint its own friends to 
office in preference to its opponents. Was not 
this the case in the gentleman’s own State? Were 
the offices of trust and profit in the gift of the ma- 
jority there conferred upon individuals belonging 
o the minority? Would the gentleman himself, 
as Governor of Massachusetts, appoint an oppo- 
nent to office, or would he permit one to remain 
n office to the exclusion of a political friend? Let 
him answer this, and then say what becomes of 
his doctrine of proscription. He was of opinion 
that this subject ought not to have been introduced 
into the Ilouse, and he was willing to believe that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts had acted un- 
der a momentary excitement, and without mature 
reflection; and, that upon reflection, he will come 
to the conclusion that his proposition is unwise 
and inexpedient. ` 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. PINCKNEY roseand asked permission to 
address the House, but the SPEAKER remarked 
that no discussion was in order, the motion being 
to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, requested the 
member from North Carolina [Mr. Sperenr] to 
withdraw his motion. There were, he said, in his 
possession, some important facts bearing on this 
subject, which the House should be” acquainted 
with before the subject was disposed of. - 


Jan. 14, 


NAL GLOBE: 


‘The motion not being withdrawn, Mr. W. 


|; called for the yeas and nays upon it, and they 
were ordered. bie S Ue AS 
<Mr WILLIAMS Gor Caredjh oved 


that the member fr io- have, submit 
- his information ouse. Cy ere 
: The CHAROS the motion was not in-order. 
Me. W MS loved a call.of the 
House. A 6. : : 


«210 members’ 
motion of Mr. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the reading of 
the resdlution under which the memorialist (Noah 
Fletcher) was appointed to office; and it'was read 
by. the Clerk. 
: `The question then being taken on the motion to 
lay the whole subject on the table, it was decided 
in the affirmative, as follows—120 to 83: 
YEREAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Barnitz, Baylies, Bean, Beardsley, 
Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, John Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, Burd, 
Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Carmicheal, 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel 
Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Cramer, 
Day, Dickerson , Dickinson, Dunlap, Fowler, Wil- 
liam K, Fuller, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. 
Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. 
Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, 
Heath, Henderson, Hubbard, Abel Huntingdon, 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah John- | 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
- rence, Lay, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, 
“Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. 
Mann, Mardis, M. Mason, McIntire, McKay, 
McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, 
Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Pey- 
‘ton, Eranklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 
: Pope, Ramsay, Schenck, Schley, Selden, Shinn, 
Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, William Taylor, 
`- Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well; Webster, Whallon, ©. P. White—120. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
‘Allen, Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Bar- 
ringer, Bates, Beatty, Bouldin, Briggs, Barges, 
Chambers; Chilton, Choate, William Clark ,Clow- 
ney; Crane, Crockett, Darlington, Amos Davis, 
-Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, 
Dickson, Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, Hor- 
ace Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Philo 
C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Gordon, Gorham, 
‘Grayson, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 
James Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez W. 
Huntingdon, Seaborn Jones, Lewis, Love, Mar- 
tindale, Marshall, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Moore, Murphy, Patton, Pinckney, 
Potts, Reed, Rencher, William B. Shepard, Au- 
gustine H. Sheppard, Slade, Sloańe, Spangler, | 
illiam: P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tomp- 
kins, Tweedy, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. 
White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Wilde, Williams, Wise, and Young—83. 
On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Vermont, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 
ency of placing the name of Joseph Plumb, of | 
Bangor, in the State of New York, on the roll of į 
revolutionary pensioners. 
On motion. of Mr. DEMING, ` 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Offic 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Dan- 
ville, through ` Waldin and: Lamoile. village, in | 
Hardwick, to Wolcott, in the State of Vermont. 
: On motion of Mr. McINTIRE, | 
: Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads ‘be instructed to inquire jnto'the | 


expediency of establishing a post road from Great 
Falls, in the Staté of New Hampshire, to Wells, 
in the State-of Maine. ied 
Mr: TURRILL submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
requested to inquire into the expediency of causing 


. 


‘a survey to be taken of the coast of Lake Ontario 


and of Lake Erie, in which-shall be designated the 
islands and’shoals,: with the places of anchorage; 
and also the courses and distances between the 
harbors, capes, or headlands, together with such 
other matters as may be deemed proper for com- 
pleting an accurate ‘chart of every part of said 
coast. 


Mr. GILLET moved to amend the resolution 
by including “ the river St. Lawrence, to the 45th 
degree of north latitude,” which was accepted as 
a modification by the original mover. 

Mr: MERCER then moved to refer the subject 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, instead of the 
Committee on Commerce; which was agreed to, 
and the resolution, as amended, wag adopted. 


Mr. McKENNAN, of Pennsylvania, with con- 
sent of the House, moved that it be 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be di- 
rected to procure. 300 copies of Elliot’s Debates 
on the adoption of the Federal Constitution, for 
the use of the new members, and the residue for 
the future disposition of the House. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, of South Carolina, warmly 
opposed the adoption of such a resolution, as being 
contrary to law for the House alone, without the 
sanction of the other two branches of the Govern- 
ment, to make any appropriations for any pur- 
pose. He could see no reason why gentlemen who 
wish to furnish their libraries With any particular 
book, should do so at the expense of the nation. 
If for theirown particular use, then why not them- 
selves purchase desired works? He was so determ- 
ined against all appropriations made for books, 
in the manner proposed by the resolution, that he 
would move it should be laid on the tabie. He, 
however, waived pressing his motion, to permit 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, to speak on the sub- 
ject. This gentleman said that such a resolution 
was directly against an act of last session, allotting 
provisional funds for contingent expenses. That 
act appropriated a sum for either House; that 
for the House of Representatives was. $100,000 
for contingent expenses, including printing, &c., 
among the contingencies. He said, therefore, that 
the House had no power to.act upon the resolu- 
tion proposed. 

Mr. HAWES, of Kentucky, considered that 
the new members of the House had equal right to 
obtain copies of the work as had the old. He 
would ask one question—Did Mr. Cray receive, 
or return the copy presented to him, which had 
been ordered by act of Congress? 

Mr. WAYNE, of Georgia, moved that the res- 
olution be referred to the Library Committee. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, of Connecticut, did not 
wish to renew the agitation of a topic so often 
debated before; and which always produced the 
same results. He wished that the resolution should 
be so modified. as to call for only as. many copies 
as would be necessary to furnish each new mem- 
ber with a copy. i 

Mr. PINCKNEY again pressed his motion to 
have the resolution laid qn the table; which was 
lost. by a large majority. 

The debate was then resumed by Messrs. 
COULTER, SUTHERLAND, J. Q. ADAMS, 
&c., after which the resolution was amended so 
as to embrace-sufficient copies not only of Elliot’s 
Debates, but also of the volume on the Land 
Laws, and of the Journals till the end of the 13th 
Congress, formerly published by order of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. HARPER presented the memorial of the 
Philadelphia Board of Trade relative to the depos- 


i ites, which was in part read; but owing to the 


lateness of the hour and the pressure of business, 


it was referred to the Committee of Ways and || 


Means. 

After the presentation of other petitions con- 
cerning different individuals, or for purposes 
merely local, from the members representing the 
various States, in their customary order, i 

The House adjourned about £o clock. 


IN SENATE. 


` TUESDAY, January 14, 1834. 


A message was. received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Mr. Donelson, 
his Private Secretary. 

Mr. NAUDAIN reported a bill for the relief of ` 
John Thompson, without amendment. | 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, made a report upon the 
resolution offered the other day by Mr. Linn, in- 
structing that committee to make an inquiry into 
the expediency of. carrying the mail between 
Louisville, Kentucky, to St. Louis, Missouri, in 
steamboats. Mr. G. stated that he was instructed 
to move that the committee be discharged from 
its further consideration. He thought it danger- ~ 
ous for Congress to legislate upon the subject. 
It appeared an intrusion upon the privileges and 
rights af the Department, and would lead to the 
derangement of public business and. establish a 
bad precedent. 

The report was adopted. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Elizabeth Scott, which was, on his motion, or- 
dered to be printed. ` 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Thompson; 
which was read. 

Petitions and memorials were 
Messrs. PRENTISS and LENN. 


Mr: MORRIS presented the following resolu- 
tions from the Legislature of the State of Ohio, 
relative to the Bank of the United States; which 
were read and ordered to be printed. 

Whereas there is reason to apprehend that the 
Bank of the United States will attempt to obtain 
a renewal of its charter at the present session of 
Congress; And whereas it is abundantly evident 
that said bank has exercised powers derogatory to 
the spirit of our free institutions, and dangerous to 
the liberties of these United States; And whereas 
there is just reason to doubt the constitutional 
power of Congress to grant acts of incorporation 
for banking purposes out of the District of Colum- 
bia; And whereas we believe the proper disposal of 
the public lands to be of the utmost importance to 
the people of these United States, and that honor 
and good faith require their equitable distribution: 
therefore, 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, That we consider the removal of the public 
deposites from the Bank of the United States as 
required by the best interests of our country, and 
that a proper sense of public duty imperiously de- 
manded that that institution should be no longer 


presented by 


| used as a depository of the public funds. 


Resolved, also, That we view with decided. dis- 
approbation the renewed attempt in Congress to 
secure the passage of the bill providing for the dis- 
posal of the public domain upon the principles pro- 


| posed by Mr. Cray, inasmuch as we believe that 


such a Jaw would be unequal in its operations and 
unjust in its results. 

Resolved, also, That we heartily approve of the 
principles set forth in the late veto message upon 
that subject; and: : 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives requested, to use 
their influence to prevent the rechartering of the 
Bank of the United States; to sustain the Admin- 
istration in its removal of the public deposites; and 
to oppose the passage of a land bill containing the 
principles adopted in the act upon that subject 
passed at the last session of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 


| transmit copies of the foregoing preamble and res- 


olutions to each of our Senators and Represent- 


JOHN H. KEITH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID T. DISNEY, i 
Speaker of the Senate. 


i atives in Congress. 


January 2; 1834. ; 
The following resolutions were offered, and lie 


; one day on the table, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing at some suitable. point on the Ohio river, 
within the State of Indiana, a marine hospital for 


1834. 
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the accommodation of sick and disabled seamen 
and river-faring men. 

By Mr. POINDEXTER, 
. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pro- 
cure from Gales and Seaton as many copies of 
their Register of Debates as will supply one copy 
thereof to each member of the Senate not already 
supplied therewith, and ten copies to the office of 
the Secretary of the Senate. 

By Mr. ROBBINS, i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pur- 
chase fifty sets of the American Annual Regis- 
ter, and deliver one set to each member of the 
Senate. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


The resolution of Mr. ROBBINS, reciprocat- 
ing on the part of Congress an exchange of 
copies of proceedings, &c., with the British Parlia- 
ment and the French Chambers, was taken up, 
and adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. Cray of yesterday— 

“That the Committee on Finance be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of affording temporary 
relief to the community from the present pecu- 
niary embarrassments, by prolonging the payment 
of revenue bonds as they fall due, the obligors 
paying interest, and giving satisfactory security,” 
being under consideration—- 


Mr. CLAY observed that the resolution just | 


read sufficiently explained its object—it proposed 
to instruct the Committee on Finance to inquire 
what relief can be afforded to the community by 
delaying the collection of revenue bonds. He 


was not sure that the object desired to be accom- | 
| «the extent and causes of the alleged distress of 


plished couid be attained; he was not sure that the 
state of the Treasury was not such as to require, 
for the unavoidable calls of the Government upon 
it, the immediate possession of all its means. If 
we were to judge of that Department of the Gov- 


ernment by the situation of one of the other De- | 


partments—-he meant the Post Office—it was cer- 
tain we could not do what the resolution contem- 
plated, because. the Government will want all its 
available means. But the subject was worthy of 


inquiry, and he hoped it might’ appear that the , 
Treasury could do something—could grant some | 
relief by delaying the collection of the revenue || 
ji necessary. They have asked no interference on ; 


bonds. As regarded the distress existing in ‘the 


community that was what no one could deny. || f 
What was the situation of the country four months || they were as competent to say what relief they re- 
| 


ago? Then, every interest, every branch of trade | 


was flourishing. In the section of country from 
which he came every production of agriculture 
and manufactures was in demand, the most unex- 
ampled prosperity prevailed, and what was true 
of that section was equally true as respected other 
parts of the Union: the same unexampled pros- 
perity prevailed. What was the condition of the 
country now? What branch of industry was there 
that had not received a most serious fall? 
week, as he had been credibly informed, the great 
staple commodity of the State of Pennsylvania 
had been reduced from 115 cents to 90 cents per 


bushel; an extraordinary depression in the south- |) 


ern staple had also taken place. Everything was 
falling and going down, and it would continue 
unless something was done. The immediate cause 
of all this distress was now under discussion in 
the Senate; he did not mean to take it up; but if 


the deposites should be restored relief could not |: 
be produced by it immediately. When the public |. 


credit is destroyed, and confidence shaken, it re- 
quires a long time to restore it. But if it should 
take place, and if it should be found practicable to 
do what is proposed, something would have been 
done to restore our former prosperity,and atsome 
future day he hoped to see a permanent restora- 
tion of it. By adopting the resolution and the 
purpose it contemplated relief would be afforded 
to some classes of the community. The pressure 
was occasioned by the want of money for the pur- 
chase of the produce in market. The resolution 
proposed an inquiry, and he hoped the Committee 


on Finance would find that the Government were 


able to give some relief. 


Mr. BROWN was opposed to the resolution, | 
because it was entirely inexpedient for Congress | 


to hold out to thecommunity the idea of relief un- 
less they intend that relief to be permanent. 
he was opposed to it on another ground. 


the practice, when the Government granted relief to | 


In one || 


a 
j 
$ 
f 


i| ercising such deleterious influence. 


those who were indebted to them, for their debt- 
ors to look for further relief. It was true there might 
be distress in the community, but he did not be- 
leve that it existed to the extent which had been 
represented; he believed it had been greatly exag- 
gerated. A great depression in the southern staple, 
cotton, hdd been spoken of; but he would ask, 
could this measure have reduced the price of cotton 
in England and in Europe? The general price of 
cotton and of tobacco was higher here now than it 
was this time last year. But the cause to Which 
it has been referred is intimately connected with 
the true cause; and he would remark, that if an in- 
stitution is capable of exerting a power such as is 
given to the Bank of the United States for such 
purposes, it is time for the people to pause. Ifa 
remedy for the distress be necessary, it should be 
| the removal of that power which is canable of ex- 
He had been 
told that the markets and produce of the country, 
and the diminution in the price of cotton, were to 
be attributed to the removal of the deposites; and 
if any other great phenomenon should happen, no 
doubt that, too, would be ascribed to the same 
cause. This excitement got up on this floor might 
have its political effects: he did not attribute po- 
litical effect as the design of gentlemen—far, very 


of inquiry, because it was entirely inexpedient. 


ution, or to an inquiry, or to legislative aid, ifany 


olution—to strike out all after the word “ resolv- 
| ed,” and insert the followitig: — 
| “That the Committee on Finance inquire into 


i «the community, and into the propriety of legis- 
€ lativé interference to relieve them.”’ 


become fashionable, he would be willing to accept 
it, not as a substitute, but as an addition to his 


| of giving constitutional relief, except that contem- 
lated. 


the amendment and the resolution. We live inan 
intelligent community, and among a people who 
| know what their distresses are, and what relief is 


the part of Congress; nor petitioned for relief; and 


quired as merchants were. He should wait till we 
; were asked to legislate on the petitions of the peo- 
| ple. Much had been said of the distress of the 
| people, but he thought there was more in imagin- 
‘ation than in reality—a distress which did not 
| make itself Known, except in chambers of com- 
| merce and in banking institutions. But so far as 
his own State was concerned, he could say that 


| that wild lands badrisenin Maine at least one fifth 
in price; avd if that were true, why should not 
other classes of the community be benefited by it? 
He should wait till those classes should interpose 


i! for relief. 


But 7 
It was ji 


i) 


Mr. SILSBEE said the gentleman had spoken 
; of the rise of wild lands in Maine. Now, he [Mr. 
: S.] knew the cause of that rise to be thelarge spec- 
ulations which had recently been made in them— 
six thousand emigrants had_but lately gone into 
them—that was the cause. The gentleman seems 
to think there has been no depression in anything. 


some articles had fallen, and fallen much. He 
hoped the original resolation would pass and the 


| letters from various parts of the country, informing 
| him that such distress as existed now never was 
| 


| a mosi merciless creditor, the debt must have becn 
i paid. There was a loud call for what was con- 
templated by the resolution. g 

|| Mr. PRESTON would state a single fact. He 
‘i had just received a letter from a gentleman in 
i South Carolina, a large planter, and for many 
| years a director in the Bank of Colombia. He 
states that the effect of the recent public measures 
| is, to have brought down the price of cotton so 


Bet Mr. S. would say that he knew and felt that | 


i 
li 
| 
! 


| far, from it; but he was opposed to the resolution į 


Mr. FORSYTH had ro objection to the resolu- || 


were necessary, but he proposed to amend the res- į 


Mr. CLAY observed, that as compromises had | 


| resolution. He did not know of any other mode | 


Mr. SHEPLEY intended to vote against both | 


the most prominent newspaper there opposed to | 
the Administration of the Government, admitted 


| object of it be accomplished. He had received |: 


The banks and the individual lenders | 
| of money have granted indulgence to their debtors, ; 
| and this has prevented more general insolvency. | 
| Butif they had been indebted to the Government, | 


ii porters. 


low, as to be within three to fivecents of what the 
prices at Liverpool would authorize, and in fact, 
that such is the pressure that it is impossible to 
| furnish such facilities to the planter as are neces- 
sary to carry onthe business, and no money can be 
got from any quarter to pay for the cotton which 
is brought there. The gentleman from Maine 
says that the cries of distress are only from cham- 
bers of commerce and banking houses. And what 
are chambers of commerce? Do they not repre- 
sent the vast commercial interests of the country? 
And whatare banking houses? Do they not reg- 
ulate and represent the whole fiscal affairs of the 
nation? And are they under the influence of this 
institution, which it is so desirable to look into? 
But, if so, we ought to look furthert—we ought to 
look to that power which has seized on the bank 
and disorganized the country. He spoke with 
some knowledge of his own part of the country. 
| He knew that the staple there had fallen greatly 
and suddenly. A great many people had em- 
barked in the business, and they did not believe it 
| possible that the Executive could so interfere as to 
reduce their property from twenty-five to thirty per 
cent. There wasanother matter. South Carolina 
held more of the stock of the United States Bank, 
in proportion to her means, than any other State— 
it amounted to about five millions, and by one fell 
! swoop of the Executive, one million of this sum 
was lost—the people of the South were losing 
daily from three to five cents per pound upon their 
great staple article, not positively, but relatively, 
į to the price in the Liverpool market. The ex- 
change was struck down and money was not to be 
had to purchase anything. He heartily desired 
that if it was in the power of Congress, as general 
a relief might be granted as was practicable. 

Mr. FORSYTH had no objection to the amend- 

ment, either as a substitute or an addition. There 
was nothing unfair in the resolution, but it was 
i not necessary. His general inquiry included the 
gentleman’s [Mr. Cxay’s] particular inquiry. All 
| he seemed to desire was that the specific mode of 
| relief might be under the inquiry of the commit- 
tee. He (Mr. F.) had no objection that the Com- 
mittee on Finance should take the general welfare 
‘ into consideration, and he had no wish but that 
a constitutional remedy should be applied. He 
believed that distress did exist in the community. 
ii It had been alleged that the distress was very 
| great. This he believed was incorrect; he thought 
| it greatly exaggerated. For we had been just told 
‘bya distinguished gentleman, lately one of the 
| directors of the United States Bank, that the mere 
| removal of the deposites did not and could not 
| have produced the distress. Whence, then, does . 
it arise? From the conflict, the war which the 
institution is waging to get back the deposites. 
The deposites having been removed, it stands still 
to see what may follow, and it stands still, too, 
that its power may be felt in every nerve and fibre 
of the community—that every man shall feel the 
necessily of the institution. As to the wisdom or 
policy of this course of conduct, he would leave 
that to the gentleman to settle. The relief con- 
templated, he thought, could at best only benefi 
the importers. 
Mr. CLAY asked if the gentleman did not see 
that if the inquiry proposed by himself were 
adopted, Mr. I*.’s would not be excluded? Had 
the gentleman suggested any other mode of relief 
than that? In regard to relieving the importers 
only, what is it, he would ask, that the Executive 
has done? What has the Secretary of the Treas- 
; ury in his late edict said? Give relief to the im- 
And what did his resolution ask “but an 
nquiry with a view to relieving the same class ? 
Ee should vote against the amendment. 

Mr. SPRAGUE Said, as it had been argued 
hat the distress produced was not the effect of the 
removal of the deposites, it was not of much mo- 
ment what resolution was adopted. 

(Mr. FORSYTH observed that the gentleman 
alluded to in his speech had said that the mere re- 
moval of the deposites could not have produced 
ii the present distress. ] 

i If so, then the answer does not meet the q 


u 


yes- 
i tion. It was the manner of the removal, and the 


æ 
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presented only upon the will of the enemy, and 
upon the will of. the local banks, armed by the 
Executive to be made as and how they chose. It 
was this which compelled the bank to guard 
against the attacks of the Executive. 4 

Mr. BENTON inquired whether any petitions 
or memorials had been presented by the importing 
merchants praying for relief from the payment of 
their bonds? 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied there were 
none. : 

“Mr. B. then said, as none had been presented, 
he should wait till the request was made. This 
proceeding was a work of supererogation, and it 
was making a direct reflection upon that most re- 
spectable class of our citizens, the importing mer- 
chants, which they did not deserve. He was 
always disposed to listen to their applications with 
patience and respect, but he was unwilling to act 
until they solicited it. 

Mr. CHAMBERS thought the proposition of 
the gentleman from Georgia a most proper and 
expedient one. But when the gentleman rose and 
said there was no pressure in the community, 
there was nothing more important than that the 
fact should be putat rest. His section of country 
was a grain-growing country, and he would be 
happy if the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
Brown] could make his assertion in relation to 
that interest with the least appearance of reality. 
There was not a man in his vicinity who sells his 
bushel of grain who did not pay his tax for this 
attack upon, and derangement of, the pecuniary 
affairs of the country. Jt was the agricultural 
interests which always suffered most from such a 
state of things: and was the absence of all political 
power in them a cause for neglecting them? A 
neglect, too, aggravated by saying that it was ideal. 

r. BROWN said that was another string 
fortunately got up to playon. A few days since 
we had the manufacturing ‘interests depicted as 
being in a shocking state; a little while ago the 
cotton business; and now the agricultural interests 
were destroyed. In regard to the distress in the 
South, which the gentleman [Mr. Preston] had 
depicted, it was a fixed rule in commerce that 
where capital was most wanted, it would seek in- 
vestment; and he assured the gentleman that when 
it should be known that he wanted money there 
was capital enough to come to his relief. We had 
been told by the gëntleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Cuampers| that the distress was real. But there 
was no prophecy so true as that which the pro- 
phet himself wishes to have realized. Why was 
there distress? what caused the distress? ‘These 
wally rung with the alarm; the newspapers re- 
sounded with exaggerations of it, while themselves 
produced dismay, apprehension, and distress; but 
there were no more failures in our commercial 


cities than was common in the ordinary course of jj 


trade. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said it was not his 
habit to oppose any resolution which the public 
interests might require. But he felt compelled to 
observe that no subject had been recently intro- 
duced into the Senate in which the question of the 
removal of the deposites had not been introduced 
also. The gentleman from Kentucky was pecu- 
liarly fortunate if this respect—-he would not, 
however, discuss that question now. Whether 
the prevailing distress, so vividly depicted by hon- 
orable gentlemen, were so or not he did not know; 
he was wiking that an inquiry might be made into 
it. He rose merely to reply to the gentleman 
from South Carolina—he could not agree with 
him in relation to the depression in the price of 
cotton. He would go to the fountain head for the 

` truth; and if the gentleman weuld look to the price 
of cotton in Liverpool, he would find that the price 
here corresponded with it there. The price there 
was from seven to nine pence, equivalent to 13 and 
16 cents. The expense of sending the article from 
here to Liverpool is four cents per pound—deduct 
that from the price in Liverpool and add it to the 
price here, and he would find that it was uniform. 
In 1825~-’26 cotton ran up to 25 and 26 cents per 
pound, and in a few months it fell to 10 and 12 
cents. The deposites were then not removed—the 
country was in the utmost prosperity, so far as the 
Bank of the United States was concerned. But 
the depreciation arose from the fact that it was as- 
certained in England that the crops were abundant, 


and failurés then took place in consequence of in- 
ordinate speculation in the article, and the same 
state of things existed now to a certain degree. 
Before he left home, and before the removal of the 
deposites could have had any effect upon the trade, 
gentlemen were selling out their cotton at con- 
siderable loss from the same causes. But as he 
was anxious to hear the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Suepier} on the main question, he moved 
to lay, the subject on the table for the present. 

Mr. K., however, withdrew his motion to allow 
Mr. Preston to reply. 

Mr. WILKINS said, that having just taken his 
seat, he had not heard all which had been said 


| upon this subject. Bat he would give the reasons 


why he shouid vote both against the resolution 
and the amendment.’ The relief contemplated was 


| but a temporary expedient, and in the present 
| situation of the country, it was our duty to avoid 


anything like temporizing, for he could call it 
nothing more. We shoul carry out and sustain 
the Administration in the removal of the depos- 
ites, or adopt an order for their immediate resto- 
ration. He was, therefore, unwilling to adopt any 
temporizing relief. There was no expression in 
any of the memorials which had been presented 
on this subject suggesting or requesting any tem- 
porary mode of relief. True, the memorialists 
ascribe the prevailing distress to the action of the 


| Secretary of the Treasury in the removal of the 


deposites, and that nothing can give relief but 


| their restoration. 


Another reason why.he would oppose the reso- 
lution was, that the present complaints weregreatly 


| exaggerated. There was nothing whatever to jus- 


tify the fears and apprehensions which had been 
entertained. He believed the settlement of the 
resolutions, now the subject of the main, discus- 
sion, would relieve the pressure. If the resolu- 
tions pass, the deposites will be restored; and if 
we bear out the Administration in their removal, 
the same happy results will be produced by it, 


| and trade and business would accommodate itself 


to the existing state of things. He was exceed- 


| ingly anxious to terminate this discussion. The 


gentleman who had been alluded to (Mr. Binney] 
thought that the present distress did not arise from 
the mere removal of the deposites. And it could 
not be denied that the mere change, the mere 
transfer from one side of the street to the other, 
did not, and could not, have produced it. But 


| the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Srracve] con- 


tended that it was the secrecy, the stealth, with 
which it was done, and the forbearance to disclose 
theeexistence of the transfer drafts that had issued, 
which caused all this calamity. Well, what was 
that? What did it amount to? The transfer 
drafts only amounted to one million of dollars; 
and could the abstraction of this sum have pro- 
duced all this wide-spread national calamity? 
There was no secrecy in the transaction—nothing 
disingenuous init. It was all known to the bank 
a month before the demand of. the money. The 
drafts had issued in the regular uniform prescribed 


| mode; they were signed, countersigned, recorded, 


and passed through allthe required forms without 
the least concealment or secrecy; and any man 
who could read, might have seen their amount, 
The cashier of the bank, too, says their existence 
was known. Butif there had been any secrecy 
in the warrants, so much the better for the bank. 
The holders were instruted not to present them 


| unless it should be found that the vindictive spirit 


of the bank made it necessary. There was no 
part of the country which did a more extensive 


| and important business than the city and vicinity 
of his residence, and he had not heard a word 


complaining of distress from that quarter. It was 
confined to the vicinity of the bank, and it wasa 
part of the system adopted by the bank to coerce 
the restoration of the deposites. And upon whom 
had it brought down this calamity? Upon the 
heads of their own innocent neighbors. Nothing 
but the final adjustment of this question would 
give relief—this temporizing would not avail. 

Mr. POINDEXTER suggested, as an amend- 
ment to the amendment, that the committee in- 
quire into the ‘* extent and causes”? of the pressure; 
which 

Mr. FORSYTH accepted. 

Mr. POINDEXTER observed that the subject 
was particularly interesting to him, coming as he 


did from a cotton-growing country, and he felt 
desirous of being heard briefly upon it. Butas 
the hour had arrived for resuming the general de- 
bate, he thought we ought to proceed with it—he 
would, therefore, move to postpone the question 
till another day, when he would show that the 
present financial arrangements have had a most 
deleterious effect upon the cotton trade. He then 
moved to lay the resolution on the table; which 
was agreed to. f 

The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the special order to be the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. ` 
Cuay’s resolutions. : 

Mr. SHEPLEY addressed the Senate at length 
against the resolutions of Mr. Cray, and in syp- 
port of the reasons of the Secretary; and at three 
o’clock gave way to a motion of Mr. Benton to 
adjourn. . 

Mr. BENTON, however, withdrew his motion, 
to allow the introduction of the following resolu- 
tions, submitted by Mr. WEBSTER: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before the Senate a copy of the official order 
or direction for changing the place of the deposite 
of the public money. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
cause to be laid before the Senate a copy of the 
official bond of the Treasurer of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
cause to be laid before the Senate copies of all 
drafts, checks, or orders, issued by the Treasurer 
of the United States, in order to transfer the pub- 


| lic moneys from the Bank of the United States and 


its branches to the several State banks selected 
as banks of deposite. 


And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 14, 1834. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased, 
Also, a bill to provide for the settlement of the 
claims of Mary O’Sullivan; which were severally 
read twice, and committed tothe Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following resolution: : 

_Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House copies of 
such instructions as have been given to the col- 
lectors of the customs since the 26th of December 
last, regulating their duty under the act passed at 
the last session of Congress, entitled ‘ An act to 
modify the act of the 14th of July, 1832, and alt 
other acts imposing duties on imports.” 

Mr. ADAMS said his object was merely to 
obtain the Treasury instructions given since the 
26th of December, that being the day on which . 
the erroneous instructions wereissued by the Comp- 
troller, and had greatly agitated the public mind. 
The information which would be elicited by the 
cail would satisfy the public mind on the subject. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


The following resolution, heretofore offered by 
Mr. ANTHONY, was, on his motion, taken up 
and agreedto: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the report of Major 
Bache, of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
of hissurvey and estimate of the Williamsport and 
Elmira railroad, in the States of Pennsylvania and 
New York. 

On motion of Mr. BOCKEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to John Wardin, a 
soldier of the Revolution. i 

On motion of Mr. EWING, v 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to-inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Bed- 
ford, in the county of Lawrence, through Mount 
Pleasant, in the county of Martin, to the town of 
Portersville, in the county of Dubois, and of ex- 
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tending post route Nw. 3014, (Post Office Register,) 
from Green Casile, through Manhattan and Pleas- 
ant Garden, towns in the county of Putnam, Bow- 
ling Green and New Brunswick, (Rowley’s Mill,) 


towns in the county of Clay, to Caledonia, and | 


thence to Carlisle, towns in the county of Sullivan, 
in the S:ate of Indiana. 

Mr. GILMER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by the rules, lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House all correspondence 
which he may. have had, or other information in 
his posgession, in relation to the death of Hardi- 
man Owens, a citizen of Alabama, who was lately 
put to death by a party of regular soldiers; whether 
said Owens was put to death in pursuance of orders 
from the War Department, or any officer of the 
United States; and that he also communicate to 
this House any correspondence which he may 
have had, or other information in his possession 
in relation to any obstruction thrown in the way 
of the execution of the process of the courts of 
Alabama, issued for the purpose of bringing to 


trial those by whom said Owens was killed, and |; 


any correspondence in relation to the removal of 
said prosecutions to the district court of the United 
States, : 


On motion of Mr. BEATTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of appropriating a sum in dollars, to com- 
plete the improvement of the navigation of the 


Cumberland river, from Nashville up to the falls | 


“on said river. 


On motion of Mr. WARD, 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the’ expediency of 
constructing a dry-dock at or near the city of New 
York, and of causing a survey to be made of the 
present navy-yard at Brooklyn, and also of other 
sites.in the vicinity of New York, which may be 
selected for the construction of such dry-dock. 


On motion of Mr. STEWART, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and |: 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of making provision for the improvement of the 


steamboat navigation of the Monongahela river, 
as far as the survey, plan, and estimates have been 
completed, and for the extension of the surveys to 
the highest practicable point of such improvement. 
On motion of Mr. WILDE, 
Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the 


Treasury, of the 24th February, 1820, on the cur- | 


rency, made in obedience to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, be printed for the use 
of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- || 
quiring all American vessels of 200 tons burden, 
and upwards, bound to any ports in Europe, or | 
south of the equator, to have, as a part of the | 
crew of said vessels, one or more apprentices, in |, 


proportion to their tonnage. 

Mr. MARDIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; the consideration of which, on his motion, 
was postponed until Monday next: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of designating, by law, the future depository of 
the public moneys of the United States, and also 


as to the expediency of defining by law all con- | 


tracts hereafter to be made with the Secretary of 


the Treasury in relation to the safe-keeping, man- | 


‘agement, and disbursement of the same. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following resolution; which lies one day on the 
table: : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be laid before this House | 


alist of the presents now deposited in the Depart- 


ment of State, and referred to in his message of | 


the 6 instant, received by persons holding offices 
of profit or trast under the United States, from 
any king, prince, or foreign State, from whom, 
the name and office of the person by whom, the 
time when, and the authority, if any, by which 
such present was received, and the estimated value 
of the same. 


On motion of Mr. POTTS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
| expediency of establishing a mail route from | 
i| Nottingham, in Chester county, Pennsylvania, 
to the Brick Meeting House, in Cecil county, ji 
ii Maryland. 


On motion of Mr. McCOMAS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Pop- |! 
Jar Hill, in the county of Giles, the residence of 
Thomas Shannon, up Walker’s Creek to the 
i town of Mechanicsburg, in the county of Giles, 
and from thence to the head of Walker’s Creek, 
and down the Holston river to the Salt Works, in 
the county of Smythe; and that they have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. DAVENPORT, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a post route from Danville by the | 
way of Rocky Mount, in the county of Franklin, | 
to Salem, in Botetourt county, Virginia’ | 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by a rule of the House, lies one day | 
on the table: } 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | 
be directed to inform this House how many pat- 
ji ents for land sold at either public or private sale, 
i| in the Territory of Arkansas, have been suspended, | 
| together with the name or names of each pur- | 
i| chaser, and the quantity of each purchase or 
-entry, and the reasons which have induced such | 
suspensions. 

Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution 
which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
| be directed to prepare, and lay before this House, | 
a plan for the reorganization of the Treasury | 
: Department, with a view to simplify the forms | 
of keeping and settling accounts, and rendering 
thera more intelligible; of making a more equal 
distribution of the labor and duties; of abolish- 
ing some of the subordinate branches, and re- 
; ducing the number of clerks in the executive | 
| departments. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, 

Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of 
i| the Treasury with regard to the removal of the 
i| public deposites, shall be the standing order of the 
| day at one o’clock daily, Fridays and Saturdays 
|| excepted; and that until that hour the business of 
| the House shall proceed in the order prescribed 
i| by the rules of the House. 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the propriety | 
i of placing John Myers, of Butler county, Penn- | 
sylvania, a revolutionary soldier, on the pension | 
j| roll. 

On motion of Mr. MCKENNAN, 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Reads be instructed to inquire into | 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
i| Washington, Washington county, Pennsylvania, | 
i| by Doak’s Mill, Buckingham, and Jefferson, to 
Waynesburg, in Greene county; and of altering | 
|| so much of the present route between those points 
i! as will be rendered unnecessary thereby, and that | 
|| the accompanying papers be referred to said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, 

‘| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- | 
|i fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into i; 


| 


| the expediency of establishing a post route from |; 

| Carrollton, Georgia, by way of Drayton, io Bor- |; 

| ton county, Nail’s Island, in Coosa river, to Ash- i 
ville, Alabama. Also, a post route from Mont- | 

|| gomery, Alabama, by way of the Court-Houses | 

i of Coosa, Taladega, and Burton counties, to the | 
head of Coasa river, in Georgia. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and | 

| Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
| ency of making an appropriation for constructing || 
|! a ship canal between the navigable waters of the |, 
river Raisin and Lake Erie or La Plaisance Bay, : 
being a part of the improvements at that place 


i 
1 
i 
j 


i 


i 
already authorized by law. ! 
Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and | 


Means, reported a bill from the Senate for there- 
lief of John Haggerty and David Austin, with an 
amendment. Also, a bill from the Senate author-- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to compromise 
aclaim against the firm of Minturn and Champlin. 


: Also, a bill from the Senate for the relief of John 
| ae Sons, of New York; read twice and com- 
| mitted. 


Mr, DUNCAN, from the Committee on Publie 
Lands, reported a bill to establish the office of sur- 
veyor general in certain States and Territories; 
read twice and committed. j 

The following bills were also reported, read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole: 

By Mr. CASEY: Senate bill for the relief of 
Noyes Daily. 

Also, a bill for the relief of George Terry. 

By Mr. HUBBARD: A bill for the relief of the 
owners of the schooner Joseph and Mary. 

By Mr. McKIM: A bill for the relief of Samuel 
P. Walker. 

By Mr. LEWIS: A bill for the relief of Alex- 
ander J. Robertson. —- 

On motion of Mr. MUHLENBERG, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
General Thomas Nelson, of Virginia; and 

On motion of Mr. WISE, the same petition was 
ordered. to be referred to a select committee of 


seven. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill further to provide for loca- 
tions of certain land claims in the Territory of Ar- 
kansas; and on his motion thefurther consideration 
of the same was postponed to, and made the order 
of the day for, this day week. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs-at-law of William G. Christopher, deceased; 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of David 
Kilburn; read twice and committed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the same 
Committee, reported a bill to authorize the estab- 
lishment of an Army asylum; read twice ard 
committed. . 

A resolution was proposed that, in future, the 
time of the House, after the hour of one, pending 
the discussion relative to the public deposites, 
should be devoted to the discussion solely of that 
topic, till it shall have been definitely decided—on 
every day except Fridays and Saturdays. 

Motion lost. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

The House having resumed the consideration 
of the motion to refer the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury’s report on the deposites to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and the question being upon 
the motion of Mr. McDurrie to add to the motion 
for reference the following instructions to the said 
committee: A . 

« With instructions to report a joint resolution, 
‘ providing that the public revenue hereafter col- 
‘lected shall be deposited in the Bank of the Uni- 
‘ted States, in compliance with the public faith 
‘pledged by the charter of the said bank ”— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and addressed the 
House in a speech of much point and pungency, 
levelled against all classes of bank monopolies. 

After Mr. CAMBRELENG had concluded, Mr. 
MOORE moved an adjournment of the House, but 
withdrew his motion to enable Mr. SEABORN 
JONES to submit the following, in lieu of the 
amendmenteubmitted by Mr. McDUFFIE, viz: to 
strike out of his amendment all after ‘* with in- 
structions to,” and insert-— se 

“Inquire into the expediency of depositing the 
t revenue hereafter collected in the State banks in 
‘the different States where the same is collected, 
‘ in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 
‘and to prescribe the terms on which the same 
‘shall be deposited; and to report by bill or 
‘ otherwise.” AT 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for 
the naval service for 1834, was read a third time 
and passed. ar: 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, with a report 
on the state of the incorperated banks in the Dis- 
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; triet of: 
ordered to be printed. : 
Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, with a report and some surveys by Captain 


McNeil and others, which was ordered ‘by the | 


House én the 24th ultimo; which: was referred.to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals;.and, on mo- 
tion’of Mr. EVERETT, : 


“The House adjourned. 


aa 


a IN SENATE, | 
o > WEDNESDAY, January 15, 1834. 
‘Mr. GRUNDÝ, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill-author- 
izing ‘and regulating the transportation of acts 
and laws of the several State Legislatures in the 
mails; which was read. 


: Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he should | 


to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for. the 

benefit: of South Hanover College. 

“The VICE PRESIDENT communicated :a let- 

; ter :from the Secretary of War, stating the’ im- 
; practicability of furnishing the documents called 

` forin the case of Mountjoy Bailey; which was 


read. | 

>The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, rela- 
tive to imports; which, on motion of Mr. WEB- 
STER, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EWING presented the petition of certain 
citizens of the State of Ohio, praying that slavery 
ma 
sora was referred, without reading, to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. ; 


Mr. SPRAGUE presented the memorial of sun- || 


dry citizens of Maine on the same subject; which 
had the same reference. . s 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the memorial 
of several citizens of Savannah and Macon, in 
Georgia, relative to the construction of an iron 
steamboat; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. ~ 

Petitions, generally of a prias nature, were 
also presented by Messrs. EWING, WAGGA- 
MAN, RIVES, SMITH, BELL, and WEB- 
STER, which were severally referred, without 
reading, to the usual committees. 

Mr. KANE gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in a bill for the construction 
‘ofa canal from St. Andrew’s Bay to Apalachicola 


river, 
| Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of Daniel Halsey and 
iliam Palmer; which was read. 

Mr. POINDEXTER introduced a bill for the 
relief of Elizabeth Magruder; which was read, and, 
on his motion, referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY moved that certain papers which 
had recently been discovered, belonging to Pas- 
chal Hickman, be referred to the same committee 
: which had charge of his petition. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Richard Wilde, deceased; which was read, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read a first and second time, and 
referred to appropriate. committees: 

A bill for the relief of John Webber; 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Alexander 


Boyd; 

k bill for the relief of Ezekiel Foster & Co.; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Three Sisters; . pa 

A bill for the relief of Philip Bessom; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Rowe, 
deceased; 

A bill for the benefit of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company, [authorizes the construction 
of a lateral road to the District of Columbia, and 
appropriates $350,000 to that object.] 

A bill for the relief of Horatio N. Crabb; 

A ‘bill for the relief of John G. Reynolds; 

A bill for the relief of Master Commandant John 
Percival. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a Jet- 
iter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in com- 
“pliance with a resolution of Mr. SPRAGUE, ask- 


H 
4 
t 


be abolished in the District of Columbia; | 


“of Columbia; which was laid on the table and || 
ee : | trade between the United States and the various 


i tion between Messrs. SHEPLEY, 


ing information relative to tonnage employed in the 
West: India Islands, &c.; which, on motion of 
Mr:- WEBSTER, was ordered to be printed; but 
afterwards; at the suggestion. of Mr. SHEPLEY, 
Mr. FORSYTH moved the reconsideration of the 
order to print, which gave rise ‘to: some conversa- 
WEBSTER, 
and SPRAGUE; when the question toreconsider 
waslost.. = 

“A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Franklin, their Clerk, stating 
that they had passed certain bills, in which they 
desired the concurtence of the Senate. 


‘ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions offered yesterday and the day. 
before by Messrs. HTLENDRICKS, POINDEX- į 
TER, MOORE, ROBBINS, and WEBSTER, 
were severally read and adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. ROBBINS, that the Sec- ! 
retary of the Senate purchase fifty sets of the 
American,Annual Register, and deliver one set to 
each member of the Senate, being under consid- | 
eration, Mr. ROBBINS made a few. explanatory 
remarks, which were inaudible in the gallery. 

Mr. SPRAGUE objected to the adoption of 
the resolation in its present form, and offered an 
amendment, that the ‘copies be deposited in the 
Library of Congress.” 

Mr. HILL objected to the resolution. Hesaid 
there was enough of such books in the library to 
answer the purposes of Congress. There was no 
particular merit in the work in question. It was 
tinged with party feeling, and we might as well 
purchase, said Mr. FL, old files of newspapers. 
Besides, ihe work could be had at the bookstores 
for a great deal less cost, ($1,750.) 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTE, the resolution 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The joint resolution for the purchase of ten 
copies of the Laws of the United States, in seven 
volumes complete, being the same laws which 
were originally contained in the first six. volumes 
thereof, to be deposited in thelibrary of Congress, 
was ordered to be engrossed, 


The following resolution, offered by Mr. Mc- 
KEAN, was adopted, the rule heving been dis- 
pensed with, which would havé required it to lie 
one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
post office at Franklindale, in the county of Brad- 
ford, through Granville or Sperryfield, to the post 
office at Ridgeberry, in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
ROBINSON; which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the Committtee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
more explicitly fixing the amount of the fees of 
the attorneys of the respective districts .of the 
United States, and of equalizing said fees accord- 
ing to the services rendered. 

Mr. POINDEXTER sated that he had yester- 
day moved, and it was so ordered, that the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky, inquiring into 
the expediency, by the Committee on Finance, of 
“ affording temporary relieftothe community from 
the present pecuniary embarrassments,’’should lie 
upon the table. Hestated that if it was the pleas- 
ure of the Senate, or the wish of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, he would now move to take the 
resolution up; he preferred himself that the main 
debate upon the resolutions of the same Senator 
(disapproving of the course of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in removing the public deposites) be 
allowed to proceed. i 

Mr. CLAY assented to the wishes of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. 

The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the special order to be 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
resolutions submitted by Mr. CLAY on the 26:h 
ultimo.  ẹ 

Mr. SHEPLEY then resumed his speech, and | 
continued until three o’clock, when he gave way 


to a motion by Mr. KANE for an adjournment.. 
The Senate then adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, January 15, 1834. 

The SPEAKER presented a letter from Mr. 
DAVIS, stating he had informed the Legislature 
of Massachusetts that he had resigned his seat in 
Congress. eek 

‘He aiso presented a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in accordance with the 
resolution passed yesterday, relative to the rules 
and regulations adopted by the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in pursuance of the 9th section of the act of 
July, 1832, on the tariff. The following is a copy 
of the circular sent to the collectors from the Comp- 
troller’s Office: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
COMPTROLLER’s Orrice, January 15, 1834. 


Sir: In giving the instructions in the circular of 
the 28th ultimo, in relation to the item of forty 
bales of. blue cotton cloths, I was under the im- 
pression that, according to the views expressed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury in his circular 
of the 20th April, 1833, the reduction of duties 
provided for by the act of 2d March, 1833, was 
to be ascertained by calculating the duty of 25 per 
cent. imposed by the act of 14th July, 1832, on 
the actual or real value of this description of 
goods, instead of the minimum, or assumed, or 
artificial value of 35 cents per square yard, when 
costing less than that sum. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has, however, 
decided that such was not the intention of the 
circular of the 20th April, 1833, and has directed 
that the duty of 25 per cent., imposed by the act ° 
of 14th July, 1832, is to be calculated on the min- 
imum principle, or assumed value of such goods; 
and that the duty of 20 per cent., under the act of 
2d March, 1833, is to be estimated on the real or 
actual foreign cost or value of such goods, the dif- 
ference between the two amounts thus produced 
constituting the excess upon which the one tenth 
is to be deducted. ; i 

You will, accordingly, be pleased to make alter- 
ations and additions in relation to the item of forty 
bales of blue cotton cloths, in the form of the im- 
porter’s entry subjoined to the circular from this 
office of the 26th ultimo, in the manner specified 
in the accompanying statement. 

Respectfully, ———, Comptroller. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG, of Pennsylvania, pre- 


| sented a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 


representatives of Philip Turner; read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. WARDWELL, of New York, a bill for 
the relief of Benedict Galvert and Robert Rush; 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. BAYLIES,a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of P. Sampson; read twice and committed, 

Mr. GRAYSON, a bill for the relief of Nathan- 
iel Theresa; also, a bill for the relief of Henry 
Whitney; committed. 

Mr. POLK presented a bill from the Committee 
of Ways and Means for the relief of Jonathan 
Walker and John Clay De Kraft. 

THE PENSION LAWS. 

The order of the day, was then declared to be , 
the resolution of Mr. Cuitron, to appointa select 
compittee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars down tothe year 1794; 
and the-amendment on it by Mr. Bouxpis, to 
appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the commu- 
nity, and how far it ought to be abolished or re- 
pealed. 

Mr. McCOMAS admitted that the effect of the 
present pension laws is calculated to corrupt many, 
but not a majority, or rather to corrupt some, but 
not many. But who will reject a law because in 
its effects it may produce a few evils; although in 
its general operation it is capable of producing ben- 
eficial results, which greatly overbalance any-con- 
comitant evils? Such a principle, if adofed in 
practice, would upturn the very foundations of 
society itself. He sees no satisfactory reason 
why the heroes.of the frontier war should not be 
entitled to the relief provisions of the pension laws; 
and thinks the distinction between them and those 


| who fought in the Revolution to be invidious. The 
_ soldiers of one period and campaign are well re- 
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paid, while those of another do not receive a soli- 
tary cent. Nor can he see either the propriety or 
justice of abolishing or repealing the pension laws, 
as suggested in the amendment of his colleague 
from Virginia. The law will, in the lapse of time, 
repeal itself by the deaths of the soldiers pen- 
sioned, many of whom are now on the verge of 


eternity, and many having already passed the | 


bounds of time. There is, therefore, a reduction 


of at least twenty per cent. on the original grants, | 
and a further reduction may still be expected; | 


few, if any, of the pensioners being under seventy 
years of age. Why, then, gravely deliberate on 
the repeal of laws which have their own period of 
existence assigned them in the lives of veterans? 

It is true that many soldiers are patriots, and 
from their love of country and opinions of civil 
and religious liberty would enter into the military 
service in case of absolute necessity. Yet, where 
is the soldier devoid of the hope of remuneration, 
who will continue in the forces of his country to 
fight her battles, if his objects of reward are thus 
frustrated by prohibiting all ideas of this hope? 
Take it away, and the musket will fall nerveless 
from his grasp, the bayonet will fall pointless, and | 
few will ardently oppose the enemy. If troubles 
originate again the soldier will find that he can 
obtain nothing but empty honors; and who will 
covet honors that will but beggar him? He will 
point to the resolution of the House that the 
Government will take no care of him; that his | 
father had fought at periods of our revolutionary 
history, and had his petition for assistance in his 
old age slighted, rejected; and this at a time when 
the funds of the Treasury were locked up; when 
(like the river Nile) it overflowed is banks, and 
was hoarded as a sinking fund to make Presidents 
out of. 

He sees no difference between the soldiers who 
fought at a time when their fight was equivalent 
to treason, and their punishment death by hanging, 
and those who fought with the Indians, when their 


deaths would be by the scalping-knife or toma- :! 


hawk, He thinks none have such an aversion to 
being hung as voluntarily to enrank themselves 
among the opponents of the Indisns by whom 
they will have their heads skinned, their brains 
knocked out, and then subjected to enduring ex- 
cruciation till death becomes a relief. Those who 
fought against the Indians in the West were sub- 
jected to equal privations and difficulties as the 
pensioners who fought in the Revolution. They 
had volunteered their services in defence of their 
country, had spent for her the energies of their 
youth—and are their claims to be rejected now 
that the frosts of seventy years have rendered 
them wretched and helpless? 

Mr. SPEIGHT thought that some term of ser- 
vice should be ascertained whereby a soldier 
should be entitled to the provision of the pension 
system. This should be regulated by a commit- 
tee rather than have abrogated the whole laws. 
It would prevent the corruption insinuated in the 
amendment. ` 


Mr. DICKINSON, of Tennessee, said, I hope |: 
the House will not think me intrusive in offering |, 
A small rem- j; 


a few remarks upon this question. 


nant of a race of men now nearly extinct yet lin- | 
gers in the section of country from which I come, || 


and if others who have never seen them, and who 


A militiaman of the revolutionary war, who was 
in camp or upon a march for the period of six 


months, receives a pension from the bounty of the |: 
Sir, the first settlers of the West | 


Government. 
may be said to have passed fifteen or twenty years 


in a camp, or upon the scout, or in battle. Every | 
private dwelling, every piece of enclosed ground, |. 
was an encampment, and so continued for nearly | 


a third of the ordinary period of the life of man. 
Sir, the fields were cultivated at periods of time 
snatched from the pursuit of an enemy, and then 
under sentinel guards. Bat how often did it hap 
pen in the h ‘ 
country that the cultivator was shot down in the 


furrow his plough had made? Sir, in many of our | 


fields may thé spot be pointed out which drank 


istory of the settlement of the western | 


= : 
| the blood thus shed of the primest’stock that ever || 
j trod its surface. Aye, the primest, in the true 
and natural sense of the word. For who shall 
stand in a higher rank, even among the benefactors 
of mankind, than that hardy, brave, and devoted | 
class of men who plunged into the wilderness, a || 
handfui in numbers only, drove out the savages 
after a twenty years’ war, and gave to the people 
of the eastern States—to the people of the world, 
I may say—at the end of that time a safe and 
peaceful entry into such a region as the valley of 
the Mississippi? Whether we look at the perils | 
encountered and overcome, the value and magnifi- 
cence of the object achieved, or the actual suffer- 
ings endured, it has no parallel in history, that I 
know of, save only the first planting of this conti- 
nent itself by the adventurers from Europe. But | 
even this great enterprise was not attended with 
more real suffering. 

It has been said during the debate upon this res- 
olution, that the practice of pensioning Has not | 
gone beyond the Revolution, and that it would bea | 
dangerous precedent to extend the system this side 
ofthat period. I suppose, sir—for l have not heard | 
it stated in debate—that it was thought by our pre- 
decessors that the precedent of granting pensions 
to persons who rendered services to the country 
during the Revolution could not be drawn into 
precedent, and very plausibly, too, for I agree that 
the war of the Revolution and of Independence can 
never occur again any more than it can happen to 
man to be twice born. But I will go further, and 
agree that no military service ever has done, or 
evercan do so much for liberty—for human rights 
and human happiness, as the military service of the 
Revolution. Iagreethat none can be moregloricus, | 
both to those who achieved it, and to those, their | 
descendants, who enjoy the prize. But, sir, what 
argument is there in all this against the proposition |: 
now before the House? To go back to the founda- | 
tion of this claim of some of the surviving pioneers į 
of the West to receive a pension, they were in rea- 
son and truth soldiers of the Revolution, though | 
never so long as six months upon any one tour of 
i; service which was recognized by the public author- 
ities of the country as belonging to any regular 
national force. But, sir, from the very commence- | 
ment of the revolutionary war, and from that period | 
onwards to its close, some of the early settlers stood 
firmly upon the western frontier, or deep in the for- 
est far beyond the general line of frontier settle- 
ments, breasted the savage charge, and often broke | 
its fury before it reached the regular frontier settle- 
ments. They furnished employment, and furnished 
victims, too, to the savage knife and tomahawk, 
; nearer to their haunts than the more dense settle- 
| ments of the interior. Such men as these consti- 


tuted a wall of defence throughout the whole period |! 
of the Revolution, which was of immense service, |! 
i 


i back the numerous hordes of savages who pressed ! 
| heavily upon'the western frontier during the war. | 
I call upon gentlemen to say what principle, or |: 
reason, or sound policy forbids that these me 
|, should share the bounty and the honors of the Re 
i! public with the regular soldier of the Revolution 

|i S; i i 

i| Sir, they who shared the perils and dangers of the į 
ti 


Republic should share its bounty, too. I plead | 
i! the cause of a class of men who, with the most | 
|; scanty means, almost without powder and lead, 
| resisted the Indians for a period mere than twice 
|! as long as the Revolution lasted. What men of} 
f the Revolution risked more or suffered more se- | 
| verely than these? There is no regular history of | 
| the exploits and sufferings of these brave men; : 
i their story is only to be found in their own recol- į 
lection, or in that of their children and countrymen, 
: with whom itis traditionary. But many memo 
rials of their actions and their fate are scattered | 
over the State that I have the honor in part to || 
represent upon this floor, A mountain has given !; 
immortality to the name of the brave Spencer of | 
i the Yadkin. The Black Fox’s Camp is associated |! 
|i with the name of John Peyton and others, who | 
signalized themselves against an Indian chief of j 
that name and his party—a valor and enterprise |; 
| surpassed by few warriors of any age. ‘This | 
i class of worthies are represented by but few surviv- | 
ors; they are rapidly passing away. Very soon. 
| and not one of them wiil remain; and if there was |; 
| bat one survivor only, I would vote to cheer his jj 


ti 
H 


declining life and rouse his drooping spirits by the 
generous notice and bounty of the Government. 
The largest class of those men who periled every- 
thing in the early settlement of the western coun- 
try (and they are now but afeeble band) are those 
who emigrated about the close of the revolutionary 


| war. Many of them had been soldiers in that war, 


and after having established with their swords the 
liberty and independence of the country, sought 
in the wilderness and in the midst of savage hos- 
tility the means of personal independence for them- 
selves and their posterity. Those of this class 
that remain are already provided for; and I have 
nothing further to say of them than to express 


| my gratitude for their noble daring, and a fervent 


desire that they may enjoy a protracted and happy 
old age. But, sir, with the soldiers of the Revo- 
lution there went to the West many more—their 
friends and kindred, just grown up, and who gave 
all the vigor of their manhood, and too many ‘of 
them their lives, to the defence of the early settle- 
ments in the West. The Indian hostilities, com- 
mencing with the revolutionary war, never ceased 
upon the western frontier for ten or twelve years 


‘after the Revolution ceased. It was not until 1795 


that the Indian wars growing out of the revolu- 
tionary struggle closed. It lasted more than twice 
as long as the revolutionary war, and was waged ' 
throughout that time, on the part of the Indians, 
upon women and infants in the cradle; on the part 
of the settlers, by a courage, hardihood, and per- 
severing fortitude, beyond any example to be 
found in the Revolution proper. Sir, so long, so 
fierce, and indiscriminate was the war, that the 
very brute creation sympathized with man in his 
fears und sufferings, and learned to snuff the ap- 
proach of the Indian, and give the alarm. Such 
is a well-attested fact in that country. Sir, who 
here does not sympathize with the survivors of 
such a parva. race? Who would not cheer 
them with the bounty of the. Government equally 
with the soldier of the Revolution himself. 

I know that we ought tó act here upon other 
principles than those of mere sympathy and feel- 
ing. Policy and State expediency must be con- 
sulted. Well, sir, let us examine for a moment 
the objection that it is a most dangerous prece- 
dent. Bring the case of these men to the same test 
that was applied to the men of the Revolution, 
When again will it happen in the history of this 
country that such a valley as that of the Missis- 
sippi will be thrown open to the safe and comfort- 
able dwelling of man by an enterprise so daring? 
There is no such country remaining upon the globe 
to be rescued from the dominion of savages, that 
we know of; and as for the race of men who 
achieved that great object, I do not know that it | 
will ever be renewed. Itis just as possible that 
the revolutionary war can occur again, and bring 
with it its public debt, as that the conquest of the 
valley of the Mississippican ever be reacted. The 
nensioning of the survivors of the first settlers and 
warriors of the West in danger of being drawn 
into precedent! Who can seriously indulge in 
such a fear? Sir, this country may have many 
wars; the jate war may often be renewed in type 
and effect in the future history of this country. 
But the fifteen or twenty years’ war waged by 
the early settlers of the West against its savage 
inhabitants can never be acted over again. 

An argument was suggested by the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Harpin] when this subject 
was before the House which [ thought had great 
fotce init. This protracted Indian war was buta 
continuation of the revolutionary war, and the 
claims of these men to receive a pension should 
be placed upon the same ground with the soldiers 
who rendered services to the country during the 
first six or seven years of the Revolution. If I 


; have read the history of that period aright, Great 


Britain did not relinquish the idea of limiting the 
boundary of the United States in the West and 
northwest by the Ohio river until the treaty of 
1795, when she finally agreed to deliver up the posts 
within the limits of the territory ceded to the Uni- 
ted States by the treaty of 1783. The Spaniards, 
soon after the treaty of 1783, adopted the policy 
of limiting the new Republic in the southwest. 
And by these two Powers the Indians in the North 
and the South were encouraged and supplied with 
arms to carry on the war. Under this state of the 
facts, are we nol warranted in saying that the con- 
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quest of the valley of the Mississippi was not 
achieved in 1783? i . 
How could the western country be said to have 
been wrested from Great Britain as long as her 
military posts were occupied by her arms, andthe 
numerous Indian tribes, her open allies during the |i 
first six or seven years of the revolutionary war, | 
continued to be excited to hostilities, and furnished 
.by her with munitions of war?. Thecountry had |; 
not been delivered up. The peaceable and actual | 
possession of it was not enjoyed, but was ina state 
of war. Yes, sir,a British war was carried on by 
British mercenaries for ten or twelve years after 
the treaty of 1783. Then the revolutionary war 
was not ended. Ít raged upon the western frontier 
until the final pacification in 1795. It wag then, 
-and not till then, that Great Britain acquiesced in 
the extension of our boundary to the westward, 
and refused any longer to afford the means of hos- 
tile incursions to the Indians. 
Mr. Soeaker, another objection is started to the 
roposition, which, when duly considered, I think 
is entitled to but little weight. It is proposed to 
adda few hundred, perhapsa thousand, names more 
to the pension list, and not one of them who may 
not be said to have passed many years in theser- 
vice of the country. It is objected that the whole 
` system of pensioning is demoralizing, and ought, 
therefore, to be extended no further, Such an ob- 
jection—I speak it with deference—seems to me to 
come with a bad grace just now, and against such 
men as are proposed to be added to the pension 
list. Sir, I am not disposed to go into an argument 
of the policy of the pension system. Much, no 
doubt, may be said on both sides, to show the fit- 
ness or unfitness of such a system in such a Gov- 
ernment as ours. Perjuries and corruptions of 
various kinds doubtless attend the granting, pen- | 
sions in every country. The unworthy and per- 
jured applicant often steps in and enjoys the 
reward due to valor and actual service only. The 
gormmunity is taxed to pay the cowardly and un- 
deserving soldier, as well as the one that is pa- 
triotic and deserving. Many who receive this 
bounty from the Government do not need it, and 
many misapply 1t when they receive it, and find no 
permanent relief from their poverty. It may be 
true that the granting perisions for military services 
may tend to create a mercenary spirit in our citi- 
zens, and cause them to regard the sordid pay 
which they may or may not receive, according to 
circumstances, when called upon to defend the 
country when threatened or invaded by a foreign 
foe, instead of cultivating that patriotic chivalry 
and devotion to country which isalways the surest, 
safest, and strongest defence any people can have. 
All these views may be true, and yet, sir, there 
are some views on the other side of the question 
worth considering. The young and discreet soldier | 
who engages to exhaust the energies of his youth 
and the prime of his life in the service of his coun- 
try, may often find his courage fortified and his 
patriotism receive a new impulse from the reflec- 
tion that his old age would be rescued from the 
miseries attendant on destitution, by a generous | 
and gratefullountry. A country acquires a higher 
moral elevation, and gives a finer tone to all its 
public actions, and furnishes a new incentive to 
onorable and hazardous enterprises, by the prac- 
tice of that sort of justice which is voluntary, and 
not yielded in obedience to law. The spectacle of 
a Republic (a form of Government that has been 
denounced by monarchists in all ages of the world, 
for being ungrateful) yielding that kind of volun- į 
tary but substantial homage to its greatest bene- 
factors, which is implied in the pensions which 
have been granted, and which are now proposed | 
to be granted, may not be without a salutary effect 
upon the feelings and judgment of the world, in | 
deciding upon that form of government which is | 
best suited for the protection of human rights and || 
human happiness. `’ i 
Mr. BURGES, of Rhode Island, could not see 
the propriety of confounding the Indian with the | 
revolutionary war; nor was he before aware of the 
existence of an Indian war carried on for the space 
of twenty years. The principle on which the pen- | 
sions were granted to the soldiers of the revolu- 
tionary war was, that those soldiers had been un- || 
paid for their services at the time, and were, || 
. therefore, justly entitled to a public compensation. ji 


But this is not applicable to the case of those who | 


fought against the'Indians. The-claim for ardu- 
ous or difficult service has not been recognized by 
Congress; nor has a claim for any term of service. 
As to the twenty years’ war, if any has ever been, 
it must have been private, not public; and must 
have merely exhibited reciprocal energy on the 
part of the Invaders and the invaded—on the part 


of the Indians to obtain forcible possession of the | 


territories of the frontier settlers, and on the part 
of the frontier settlers to repel those attacks, and 
defend their own possessions. So has it ever 
been in this country since first colonized. ‘Those 


occupying the frontier settlements have always | 


voluntarily or compulsorily repelled the Indian at- 


tack, and have pushed their frontiers further weste 


ward. - But which of them have ever demanded, 
or thought of demanding, public remuneration for 
services so performed? Where is the frontier 
which had formerly existed? There will always 
be frontier settlements. There will always be 
settlers on these frontiers. There will always be 
wars after wars on these frontiers, so long as In- 
dians exist beyond them. Must these settlers be 
perpetually making demands on the public purse 
for defending their own possessions ? be continu- 
ally affecting claims, orasking alms? Is the coun- 
try to tax itself that they may be secured in their 
possessions? and are we to subsidize or pension 
every race of settlers who may find it necessary to 
band together for mutual defence? He thinks it 
better to retain the principle on which the pension 


system was founded, than to have it enlarged so | 


ag to embrace every variety of individual claim, 
continued from age to age. It should extend no 


| further than the revolutionary war. 


‘The House proceeded, at one o’clock, in accord- 
ance to the resolution adopted yesterday, to the 
order of the day, being the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the Secretary of the Treasury’s 
report on the deposites to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the question being on the amend- 
ment submitted by Mr. JONES, as an amend- 


ment to that previously submitted by Mr. Mc- | 


DUFFIE, viz: to add to the motion for reference 
the following instructions to that committee: 

“ Inquire into the expediency of depositing the 
t revenue hereafter collected in the State banks in 
‘the different States where the same is collected, 
‘in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 
“and to prescribe the terms on which the same shall 
‘t be deposited; and to report by bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. MOORE, having had the floor from the 
previous day, rose and claimed the right to vote 
on this question, untrammelled by party, and with 
the.single view of promoting what should appear 
to be for the best interests of the country, consid- 
ering himself not so much the organ of the senti- 
ments of any particular party as a representative 
of the whole people. Acting upon this principle, 
he would vote, not upon the responsibility of any 
party, but upon his own, and for such measures 
as would be most conducive to the interests of 
those whom he had the honor to represent. Be- 


fore he would address the House upon the general : 


subject involved, he wished to explain some cir- 
cumstances as to the vote given by-him on a former 
occasion, and which explanation he had hitherto 
been desirous, but was unable, to make. He had 
voted against the motion submitted by the honor- 
able member from Tennessee, [Mr. Porx,] for re- 
considering the vote by which the subject had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, because he thought, from the 
reasons given in the report, the House could judge 
whether the Secretary had done right or not in 


making the removal, and he desired to have dis- | 


cussion on the subject in the whole House, that 
hereafter they could act understandingly and know- 


j ingly on the subject; for this reason he wished 


the debate to go forth to the nation, that they could 


come to a right conclusion in this way, rather ! 


than through the corrupt medium of the press, 
which, from all that appeared, was charged as 
being influenced, on the one side, by the Bank of 


the United States, and upon the other, by those | 


State banks who were interested in pulling down 
that institution. He denied that he was one of 
those whom the member from Tennessee had hinted 
“was desirous.to stifle all debate,” and would 


i 


t 


| him was, in debating the question, to 


maintain that if the subject had been left in the 
committee where it was first placed, the House 


i could have decided the question; whilst if they 


had desired further investigation as necessary for 
that purpose, he would have supported it. He 
would desire investigation, in order to act impar- 
tially between the bank and the Administration; 
and after quoting the various passages from Mr, 
Pouk’s speech, in which “ he pledged himself to 
‘ prove that every word contained in the Secreta- 


i *ry’s report could be established, if a committee 


‘of investigation was appointed,’ and that he 
viewed the conduct of the friends of the bank in 
declining investigation ‘‘as a departure from the 
light of truth,” &c., he commented upon them, 
and said he could not see what light could have 
been ‘shed on the subject that would not be the 
same if presented to the House, as to any of the 
individuals on the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Ee contended that, so far from light being desired, 
there was a party made to sustain the views of the 
Secretary, and that the investigation which the 
honorable member from Tennessee, and those with 
whom he acted, sought, should not have been for 
the purpose of sustaining this or that officer of the 
Government. It was true that gentleman had said 
he had no right to impute motives, but he was in- 


; duced to consider, if he had, what sort of motives 


would he have imputed. That gentleman had 
again said that the object of those opposed to 
our out 
upon the country, through speeches made in that 
House, a torrent of misrepresentation and false- 
hood as to the Secretary’s report. But it was 
easy to see that his object in stifling debate, by 
referring it to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was to let the Secretary’s report go to the people, 
and which afterwards being backed by a report 
from that committee,which would be in opposition 
to the bank, the people would have been thus 
prejudiced against the institution. This was his 
object, and the method taken to effect it seemed to 
be the same which was taken by the pastors of a 
certain religious sect, who, professing to instruct 


| their dock in the doctrines of Christianity, would 


not permit them to look into the Scriotures—into 
that inspired book which established it. 

He disclaimed any intention of using disrespect- 
ful terms towards any officer of the Government, ` 
and would not enter into the question of Mr. 
Duane’s dismissal, as not properly belonging to the 
present discussion, but would merely remark, that, 
from the tenor of Mr. D.’s correspondence with 
the President, the friends of the Administration 
would have some difficulty in showing why he 
was originally selected for the office from which he 
had been dismissed; however, being put there, he 
ought not to have remained in office, under these” 


| circumstances, so long; neither ought the Presi- 


dent to have dismissed him, solely for having: 
entertained a different, but honest, opinion; for he 
should have known, thatin that matter he was the 
officer of Congress, not of the Executive. Mr. M. 
proceeded to quote various other passages from the 
Secretary ’s report, and contended at length that the 
Secretary was not justified in removing any money 
from the bank, which, once placed in it, ought not 
to have been withdrawn, except by virtue of that 
article of the Constitution which provides that no 
money shouid be drawn from the Treasury unless 
by appropriations made in conformity to law. 
There was no power that he knew of conferring 
this right. The act of 1789 did not give it; that 
act only authorized warrants to be issued to draw 
money from the Treasury, and had prohibited 
expressly any other interference with the public 
money. Fle could not accord in the precedent 


| referred to by the Secretary as to Mr. Crawford; 
| for that officer’ had rather appeared to have acted 


as trustee, and by consent, between the bank and 
the United States Government. Mr. M. next 
referred to the opinion of the Secretary, as to the 
power originally in Congress, but of which the Sec- 
retary alleged Congress had divested themselves 
by granting their charter to the bank, and given it 
to nim. The whole history of the English people 
showed that they would not subscribe to such 
slavish doctrines; and he trusted that the people of 
the United States would not be backward in fol- 
lowing their example. The origin of parliaments 


| or representative bodies in England was closely 


connected with this very money power. Their 
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first Parliament had been called in the reign of 
Henry Third by the government of Leicester, 
solely to obtain grants of money. Their most 
absolute sovereigns had been compelled to econo- 
mize, because they knew that when they wanted 
money they must ask the Commons for it. The 
very civil war which, in part, drove so many of 
their ancestors to seek an asylum on this conti- 
nent, commenced with a struggle who should 
have the disposal cf the public treasure; and when 
that war, towards its close, had brought one mon- 
arch (Charles the First) to the block, the country 
maintained their money powers, which they did 


not part with until the restoration of Charles the i| 


Second. Then, indeed, they parted with it, and 


felt, in consequence, all the evils of uniting the : 


purse and the sword; fur to the act conferring th 


disposal of the public revenue in the King for life, | 


much of the subsequent atrocities cf Jeffries and 
others were to be mainly attributed. If such a 
doctrine was suffered to prevail in this country, 


he saw nothing to prevent any young orambitious |! 
President from becoming the absolute monarch of : 
these United States, as he did not think any diffi- i! 


culty couid be interposed to prevent sucha design 


being accomplished. -There was litle difference | 


in the President’s having the power, through his 


Secretary, to put the money in his pocket at his 4 


own will and pleasure, and the power to hirea 
band of armed mercenaries for such an object. 
Would he be told, in answer to this, that the 
President could not take out the money of him- 


self? True, he could not, but he had a power}! 
tantamount to it, namely, to turn out of office him | 
who should refuse to comply with his wishes. | 
The Secretary denies the power of Congress to. 


interfere; says that “it isa breach of the agree- 
ment made with the bank.” 


He had not, in the foregoing remarks, the re- 


motest idea to charge the President with any |! 


improper design, believing that, however ke mis- 
apprehended the powers of the Executive in the 
present case, if he had. any snch views, he also had 


sufficient moral courage, under any circumstances, ‘| 
Ie contended that the |! 


to assert them openly. 
power conferred by the bank charter had been 


fore could not act upon any emergency arising 
which would require instantaneous action; but 


the Congress had never divested themselves of | 


their constitutional rights. They had not the 
power to do so. The Secretary was, in fact, a 


mere trustee; the Flouse had, in consequence of | 


the powers he now claimed, the novel circumstance 


of a trustee claiming a right to act contrary to the |! 
i would have been elected if he had chartered forty | 
And if}! 
his construction was carried out, there could not | 
be any interference with him by any of the other | 


wishes of the very parties by whom he had ‘been 
appointed and chosen to act as trustee. 


branches of the Government. Ie thought the 


deposites ought of right to be lodged in the Bank || 
of the United States, as a part of the contract for ‘| 


which they paid a large bonus originally.. Yet, 
if the Secretary’s construction was correct, he 
could remove them at will; but this was such a 


palpable breach of contract as he hoped never | 
could be tolerated between individual and indi- | 
Neither should it be countenanced be- || 
The Secretary | 


vidual, ] 
tween the bank and the nation. 
had also undertaken to instruct them on the law 


by which the bank was incorporated— that it | 


was a law not warranted by the Constitution.” 


But what authority had he to decide such a ques- i 


tion? 


Mr. M. here referred to that passage in the i 
Secretary’s report which alluded to the public | 
convenience as a proper motive for the removal of į 


“the deposites. This, he contended, was an as- 


sumption of legislative power by the Secretary. |; 
‘When Congress established the bank, they took H 
into view, first, their constitutional authority ; sec- 


ond, the commercial interests of the country; and 


third, the convenience of the Government, These ;: 


several considerations resulted in a legislative act. | t t 
y i! North Carolina had established three new banks, | 


So, if Congress should undertake to remove the 
public deposites from the bank to the State banks, 
they would consider the commercial advantages to 
be derived from the removal, and the ability of the 


State banks to promote the convenience of the | 


Government. The Secretary, from the same con- 


7 
f 


So that it would | 
- follow, in any case, Congress could not interfere. | 


siderations, arrived at the result that the deposites 
ougat to be removed to the State banks, and pro- 
ceeds to effect the removal. In what particular, 

then, does his decision fall short of a legislative 
jj act? It was an assumption by the Secretary of a 
|| power to legislate. He claims to act on every 
ji consideration which could have been brought he- 
fore Congress. -Where did the Secretary get the 
power to place the deposites in the State banks? 
He would be thankful to any gentleman to inform 
him. He did not get it from the bank charter. 
Bat he gets it, he says, from the necessity of 
the case. fdr. M. denied the existence of the 
authority, from whatever source it might be pre- 
jj tended to be derived. We have a ‘Treasurer, 
whose duty it was to keep the public money. 
The Secretary might have left it in the hands of 
the Treasurer cr of the collectors—men who had 


f 
a 
i 
n 


their trust. 
suspicious. It was the tyrant’s plea. 
might, he said, undertake to show that the State 


y asa national bank. 
‘| wasa check upon the State banks. One moneyed 
institution was opposed to another moneyed insti- 

tution. But it was now in the hands of a single 
| individual to comrel the operations of the bank. 
| Phe winde report of the Secretary appeared to be 
il drawn wiih a view to sustain an act already done, 
| instead of being a simple statement of the Secre- 
i tary’s reasons tor doing an act. 
read from ti 

«ihe me 


i| Secretar 


e leport the tollowing passage: 
festatiunea of public opinion, instead 


‘cidedly to the con‘rary. 
‘garded the result of the last election of President 
Sof the United Siates as the declaration of a ma- 
‘jority of the pearne that the charter ought not 
‘to be renewed. 

| Shere what is now a matter of history. The 
; question of the renewal of the charter was intro- 
t duced iato the election by the corporation itself. 
‘lts voluntary application to Congress for the re- 


We 


‘ was understood on all sides as bringing forward 
| f that question for incidental decision ai the then 
|! ‘approaching election. it was accordingly argued 
ji ‘on both sides before the tribunal of the people, 
ij “and their verdict pronounced against the bank 
|| © by the election of the candidate who was known 
| fto have been always inflexibly opposed to it,” 
| He could not see exactly with what propriety 
i the Secretary brought forward such considera- 
| tions. Everybody knew that General Jackson 
F 
j 


banks, and his election was not decisive of the 


‘| increased its discounts. The proper way to rem- 
edy this would, he suppesed, be to call the 
| money back again into the bank. The bank 
1 did so, and the Secretary condemns the curtail- 
ment. He complains of the curtailment as op- 
| pressive to the community. The Secretary also 
undertakes to show that the bank acts as the fis- 
cal agent of the Government, and he goes into an 
argument to show that the bank had been guilty 
| of such misconduct as justified the Government 
|j in withdrawing from it all confidence. Well, why 
did he not then take away the money at once 
‘from the bank. But he leaves it there for some 
time afterwards. Either, therefore, his argument 
was unsound, or he had improperly left money in 
the bank. 

We hear, said Mr. M., of pressure for money. 
The distress was great, even if it was bat one tenth 
as great as it was represented to be. It was, in 
his opinion, destined to become greater. 
getting back to the period of 1814, when the coun- 
| try was inundated with dépreciated bank paper. 
The State of Chio was about to establish a bank 
with a capital of four or five millions; Indiana 
another, with eleven or twelve branches; and 


and was about to charter a fourth. In other States 
the same experiment was making. The day was 
not distant when we should have as much depreci 
ated paper as we formerly had. He was not dis- 
posed to discuss this question on party grounds. 


i 
H 


given adequate security for the performance of! 
The plea of necessity was always | 
Mr. M. | 


banks were caiculated to do as much mischief in | 
the manner in which they were cmployed by the | 
The national bark |: 


Mr. M. then |! 


‘of being favuraule to a renewal, have been de- |! 
And I have always re- |! 


It is not necessary to state |! 


‘newal of its charter, four years before it expired, | 
ii fand upon the eve of the election of President, | 
given to the Secretary as the officer of Congress, | 
as Congress was not always in session, and there- | 


opinions and wishes of the people on the subject. || 
The Secretary objected to the bank that it had | 


We were | 


| It ought not, he thought, to be looked at asa party 
| question, He was aware that some editors’ had 
i assumed the office of dictators, and had instructed 
| the friends of the Administration to support the 
! course of the Administration in regard to the re- 
moval of the deposites. But he denied their right 
to instruct him in hisduty. Although he believed 
that a national bank was necessary, and that the 
State banks were unconstitutional, yet he was not 
a friend to the present Bank of the United States 
He was not satisfied with its conduct in lending 
large sums of money to editors upon insufficient 
security, and there were facts alleged by the Gov- 
ernment directors which must be explained before 
he would vote for the renewal of its charter; nor 
was he inimical to the present Administration, 
though he set up no claim to its friendship. He’ 
had come here in the hope that he might be able 
to sustain the measures of the Administration; 
but he would not degrade the body to which he be- 
i| longed by doing an act which his conscience would 
[| not justify. He had heard it suggested that though 
the act of the removal might have been improper, 
yet that it ought now to be sustained by the friends 
of the Administration. Now, he had always un- 
| derstood that justice ought to be done, even should 
i the heavens fall. But the people of the United 
i States were not disposed to condemn a man ‘or a 
set of men on account of any single error—nor_ 
| would he utterly condemn the Administration on 
| account of what be considered its errors ón this 
i subject. It might be true that the restoration of the 
, deposites would defeat some of the arrangements | 
| of the State banks. Mr. M. thén alluded to th 
| doctrine of nullification, which he strongly con- 
{ 


demned, though for many of the Nullifiers he had 
a strong personal regard. But he would not sup- 
| port an act which he believed to be wrong, merely 
i; because it was supported by those who have on 
i Some questions been wrong, 
| Mr. M. here referred to some remarks which 
had fallen from the member from New York [Mr., 
CamBRELENG] on the subject of State rights. Mr. 
M. was not, he said, exacuy a State-rights man, ; 
though he admitted the States had rights, and he - 
would go far to sustain them. He was under ob- 
ligations to the President for the defence of State- 
| rights in his proclamation. That document met 
| with his entire approbation. The gentleman had 
|i complimented Virginia on her principles, and on. | | 
| having been always right. He believed that she 
was as apt to think right as any State; but still 
she sometimes thought one way, and sometimes 
; another. She was, in his opinión, right now, in 
;| condemning the removal of the depasites.: He had” - 
now more reason to be proud of her thah ever. | < 
| She still acts on her high and honorable princi- | 
ples, and refuses to sustain an act which ‘she 
deems improper, though it is directed against an 
institution, to the establishment of which she was 
always opposed. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, of New York, took the 
floor, and on his motien, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, January 16, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
i the United States by the hands of Mr. Donelson, 
| enclosing a report from the Director of the Mint; 
| which was read. © ; 

/ Mr. SMITH presented a memorial from John 
Watts; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War, 
relative to licenses of traders with Indian tribes; 
which, on motion of Mr. TIPTON, was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SILSBEE gave notice that.he should, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce abill for the relief 
of Christian Coffin. 

Mr. KANE, in pursuance of notice given yes- 
terday, introduced a bill for the construction of a 
canal from St. Andrew’s to Apalachicola river; 
; which was read, and referred to the Committee . 
: on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. KUNG, of Alabama, presented a memorial 
from the Legislature of Alabama, relating to the 
preémption rights of settlers upon the publiclands, 
sand also praying that the price of refuse lands be 


i 
i 
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reduced: so as to come within the means of pur- 
chase of the poorer classes of the community. 
The memorial was ordered to be printed, on mo- 
tion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, and referred. to 
the Committee on Public Lands. f 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 
ihe Legislature of Indiana, relative to the Louis- 
yille and Portland canal; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. : 
“Mr. HENDRICKS, agreeably to notice given 
yesterday, introduced a bill for the benefit of South 
Hanover College; which was read, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill without amendment for the repeal 
of certain sections of the act establishing the Treas- 
ury Department. . 

Mr. NAUDAIN gave notice that he should, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Henry Warren. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Henry 
Drummond; which was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. TIPTON gave notice that he should, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill granting 
compensation to Captain John Hamilton. 

Mr. PORTER gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to: introduce a bill for the relief 
of certain persons in Louisiana. ~ 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he should, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Baron de Stocks. : 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Lieutenant 

` Green, a revolutionary officer; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions offered yesterday, were taken 
up and adopted. i 

The resolution, which was ordered to be en- 
grossed yesterday, for the purchase of ten copies 
of the Laws of the United States, was passed. 

A bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1834, was read, and referred, on motion 
of Mr. WEBSTER, to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
Berrien, deceased, was read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
wentatives were read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

` A bill for the relief of George H. Jennings; 

A bill for the relief of James H. Brewer; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Baker, executor 
of James B. Ball; ' 

A bill for the relief of Peregrine Gardner, 
(amended, on motion of Mr. TIPTON;) : 

A bill for the relief of Edward Willett; 

A bill for the relief of Russel Hunt, David Hunt, 
and Amos Funt. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

The followingresolutions were submitted during 
the morning: 

By Mr. KNIGHT, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause 
to be engraved, upon a reduced scale, the map of 
Narraganset Bay, now on the files of the Senate, 
and that two thousand copies of the same be 
printed. l 

By Mr. SHEPLEY, 

Resolved, That th€Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate, so far as 
the returns received will permit, the tonnage de- 


parting from the United States in each collection |} 


- district thereof, to the British North American 
colonies and to the British West Indies, since the 
30th September, 1832, distinguishing the domestic 
and foreign tonnage; and also, the value of the 
exports to those places respectively from each 
collection district during the same period. 

By Mr. WAGGAMAN, 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erect- 
ing a light-house at the mouth of Tchifuncta, on 
Lake Pontchartrain. 

By Mr. TIPTON, 
_ Resolved, That, the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
onthe roll of revolutionary pensioners, all persons 
who served as wagoners, or were engaged in the 


| to the army of the Revolution, on their producing 


! clock and sash weights, bullets, large bowls, &c., 


transportation of provisions or munitions of war 


such proof of their services asis required to estab- 
lish a claim to a pension under the pension act of 
Ith June, 1832. 

By Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures 
be instructed to inquire whether the duty on lead 
has not been eluded, or attempted to be eluded, 
by the importation of lead, in the form of busts, 


&e., &e. 


The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the special order to be 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 26th 


ultimo. 

Mr. SHEPLEY resumed, and concluded his 
speech in support of the removal of the deposites; 
when Mr. RIVES took the floor, and moved an 
adjournment. He withdrew the motion, however, 
at the suggestion of Mr. WEBSTER, and the 
Senate then, on his motion, went into the con- 
sideration of executive business. After some time 
spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 16, 1834. | 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, with a copy || 
of the instructions given to the custom-house of- 
ficers by the Comptroller of the Treasury; also, | 
a communication, ordered by the House on the 
24th ultimo, in relation to lands in Indiana, and 
from the Secretary of War, with an abstract of 
accounts; 

Which were severally laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a memorial 
| from the Legislature of that State, asking the en- 
actment of a law to grant preémption rights to 
settlers on the public lands; and also, a reduction 
of the price of land heretofore offered for sale, and 
j remaining unsold; which was, on his motion, laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. CLAY reported a bill from the Senate for 
the relief of John Hurtell. 

Mr. JARVIS, a bill making appropriations for 
the public buildings and public grounds, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. DUNCAN, a bill granting certain lands in 
Michigan for the construction of a rail or macad- 
amized road, to connect Detroit river with Lake 
Michigan, and for other purposes; also, to author- 
ize the President of the United States to cause the 
lead mines in Michigan to be sold, and for other 
purposes. 
= ‘hi YOUNG, a bill for the relief of James 

ell. 

Mr. HARPER, bills for the relief of Samuel 
Case, Charles Burden, and others; all which bills 
were read twice and committed. 

The SPEAKER presented the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, with 
the following report from the Director of the 
Mint: š 

W asurnerTon, January 15, 1834. 

Sm: I transmit to Congress a report from the 
Director of the Mint, exhibiting the operations of 
that institution during the year 1833. 

. ANDREW JACKSON. 
To the Hon. the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, 


Mint or rue Unrrep Srarss. 
Purapetpura, January 1, 1834. 

Sie: Lhave the honor to submit a report on 
the general transactions of the Mint during the || 
last year. Á 

The coinage effected within that period amounts 
| to $3,765,710, comprising $978,550 in gold coins, 

$2,759,000 in silver, $28,160 in copper; and con- 

sisting of 10,307,790 pieces of coin, viz: 
Half eagles, 193,630 pieces, making 968,150 
| Quarter eagles, 4,160 “ % 10,400 | 


| Half dollars, 5,206,000 « «s 2,603,000 | 
(Quarter do. 156,000 « “& 39,000 | 
‘Dimes, 485,000 © i 48,500 


Jan. Io, 

Half dimes, 1,370,000 pieces, making 463,500 
Cents, 2,739,000 ** s 27,390 
Half cents, 154,000 * ii 770 
10,307 790 $3,765,710 


Of the amount of gold coined within the past 
year, about $85,000 were derived from Mexico, 
South America, and the West Indies; $12,000 
from Africa; $868,000 from the gold region of the 
United States; and about $13,000 from sources 
not ascertained. 

Of the amount of gold of the United States, 
above mentioned, about $104,000 may be stated 
to have been received from Virginia, $475,000 
from North Carolina, $660,000 from South Caro- 
lina, $216,000 from Georgia, and about $700 from 
Tennessee. 

The annexed statement exhibits the quantity 
of gold received from the several districts of the 
United States which have thus far produced it 
in sufficient quantities to be an object of regard, 
commencing with the year 1824. Previously to 
that period gold had been received at the Mint 
only from North Carolina, from which quarter it 
was first transmitted for coinage in 1804. During 
the interval, however, from that date to 1823, 
inclusive, the average amount had not exceeded 


fT $2,500. 


In the report of Ist January, 1833, it was re- 
marked that the quantity of gold of the United 
States brought to the Mint in the year 1832 was 
regarded, according to estimates entitled to great 
respect, as not much exceeding one half the quan- 


! tity produced from the mines within that year; 


nearly an equal amount being supposed to have 
been exported uncoined, or consumed in the arts. 


i Nothing has since occurred to create a doubt of 


the correctness of that conjecture. Itis altogether - 
probable that the remark is equally true in regard 
to the last year, and that the amount of gold derived 
from the United States within that period has ex- 
ceeded one million anda half of dollars. This sum, 
it is believed, is not less than about one fifth of 


ithe amount of gold produced within the same 


period from all other sources in Europe and Amer- 
ica, estimated according to the best authorities. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, UEL MOORE, 
Director of the Mint of the United States. 


To the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES. 
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THE PENSION LAWS. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Citron, to 
appoint a select committee to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so extending the general pension law 
as to embrace within its provisions those persons į 
who were engaged in the Indian wars down to 
1794, with the amendments thereto submitted by 
Mr. Bounpi, to appoint a committee to inquire 
into the moral effects of the pension system, 
coming up as the unfinished business— 

Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, rose and advocated 
the original resolution submitted by Mr. Cyr- 
ron. The pension system having been established, 
he thought equal justice required that those per- 
sons embraced under the resolution of Mr. C. were 
as fully entitled to participate in its benefits as | 
many others who had been placed upon the roll. 
The resolution, at all events, being only for in- 
quiry, whether a class of citizens who had encoun- 
tered many dangers in the service of their country, 
should have any claims to it, it was with much 
regret he observed that his colleague [Mr. B.] had 
embarrassed the resolution with the amendment | 
proposed byhim. Had that gentleman proposed 

is amendment as a distinct proposition, as it was 
the right of every representative to have the policy 
of the laws discussed, he would not have objected 
to it, although he could not concur with him in the |; 
propriety of ebindoniie the pension system, which 

e took for granted, the nation having after due 
consideration established, they would not now 
retrace their steps. The inquiry proposed by his | 
colleague went to establish a new principle of 
legislation, which, if once sanctioned, it would be- 
come as necessary to have the same inquiry made 

. into the moral effects of all the laws heretofore 
passed, or to be passed, or they may as well be 
dispensed with. 

it was doubtless true there were abuses on the j 
pension system, as there would be on any other; 

ut the Congress which adopted it must have been 
aware of the abuses to which this, in common 
with any other law, was liable, and they preferred | 
risking that rather than leave what they consid- 
ered just claims on the country undischarged. He | 
did not agree with the opinion of the member from | 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Burces,] who objected to the 
inquiry on the ground ‘that pensions had been 
‘granted on account of the justness of the claims 
‘which the applicants had upon the nation, as 
‘arising from the circumstance that they had been 
‘paid for their services in a depreciated currency, 
‘and therefore had not received that which the 
‘Government ought to have paid.” For if this 
was so, he asked, how it happened that there was 
ag much paid to those who served only twelve 
months as to those who served a longer period? 
Tf that gentleman's principle was correct, it would 
follow that the pensions ought to be in proportion | 
to the time of service; and if it was a payment ac- | 
tually due as a debt, it would be deciding that | 
there was stilla larger proportion who were en- : 
titled to it, if we regarded the national faith or | 
common honesty; viz: those, or rather the heirs | 
of those who had since departed this life; equal 
justice required, if this construction was to be put 
on the question, that the principle should be so 
carried out. He, however, thought that the prin- 
ciple upon which the pension system was founded 
had been more correctly laid down by the gentle- | 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. C.,] that it was not | 
strictly so much an act of justice, as it was an ap- | 
peal to the nation, and who chose in this way to | 
testify their gratitude, and thus evince to the world |j 
the nation’s deep sense of the services of those | 
coming under its provisions. 


| country, was the motive in which the Dunmore | 
| pendence was acknowledged, these hostilities con- | 


| inquiry is limited. This inquiry was sought, as 


; scarcely any of these were enrolled at all; the 


The member from Rhode [sland was not justi- 
fied in terming the conflicts had with the Indiana 
on the frontiers “as a mere predatory warfare | 
from time to time,” for it was a continual war, || 
kept up with them down to 1794, and under cir- | 
cumstances which conferred upon the people en- | 
gaged in it the strongest possible claims tg the relief | 
now sought for. It would be recollected by those |) 
conversant with the history of those times, that | 
the Indian frontiers were in a state of comparative ; 
quiet, after the treaty made in 1765, with the Ín- : 
dians, by Sir W. Johnson, and that quiet remained | 
until 1774, when the tea was destroyed in Boston. ' 

| 
i 


But after the occurrences of that day, the Regal 
Government instigated these frontier Indians to 
commit hostilities, doubtless to divert and distract il 


the attention with which the Commonwealth of |: 
Virginia viewed the encroachments of the Govern- 
ment, and prevent the measures which they had 
undertaken, in concert with the Confederacy. 
This, according to the traditionary history of the || 


campaign originated; and notwithstanding the i 
treaty with Great Britain, by which our inde- 


tinued on the frontiers down to the treaty of Gren- 
ville, in 1795, the period to which the proposed 


by the present law it wasmecessary that the ap- | 
plicants, under its provisions, should have been 
enrolled for six months, but it happened that 


State of Virginia, then, as well known, had an 
extensive frontier to the west, and she wisely | 
determined not to call upon the inhabitants scat- 
tered over that part for their services to be enrolled 
along with the others whom she gent to join the 
confederate force, preferring to leave the care of 
the frontier settlements to them; and well did they 
take care of them; every field was tilled by them 
with the rifle by their side. Every block-house | 
was a fortress to impede the incursions of the sav- 
ages. Under such circumstances, he contended, 
they were entitled equally with others as coming 
within the’spirit if not the letter of the law, which 
gave the rewards of the nation to others for ser- 
vices during the revolutionary war. Mr. A. went 
at length into the history of the war, and contended |; 
that it was by the exertions of the frontier men, |} 
with a detachment under the command of Rogers 


i 


i 
j 
it 


fi 
i 


heretofore importunate beggars knocking at | 
their doors, would consider them, under all the | 
circumstances detailed, as entitled to participate || 
in it even at this late hour. Mr. A. then con- | 
cluded fby expressing his hopes that the amend- | 
ment of his colleague [Mr. Boutpin) would not 
prevail. 

Mr. PEYTON rose, and indignantly repelled || 
(as he was understood by the reporter) some ex- || 
pressions used on the previous day by the honor- | 
able member from Rhode Island. "He denied that || 
the persons engaged in these Indian wars, as |! 


termed, were ‘‘merely bands of armed plunder- |; 
ers,” and insisted that it was owing to their in- 
trepidity and daring in penetrating into the west- 
ern forests in pursuit of the Indians that the quiet 
subsequently enjoyed, and the public lands, now 
the object of so much desire, had been secured. 
He eulogized the leaders of various detachments 
in these conflicts, and particularly the exertions 
of Boon, Wickliffe, and Lewis. The history of: 
Robinson and his warlike deeds would fill a vol- | 
ume. 


He had been to Virginia what Boon had j 
been to Kentucky, the pioneer of the West. | 
Spencer, too, was a name which would have im- || 
perishable renown. He had been the pilot of all |; 
these daring bands for years, until at length he || 
fell, gallantly fell, covered with wounds, and his ji 
flesh, wich that of many of his gallant compan- ! 
ions, devoured by the wolves. No monument had | 
yet been raised by the nation for such services, but || 
nature had raised a prouder monument to his fame | 
than man could raise. It stood in the far West; | 
hegaveaname toa hill which wouid last to all time. 
Even the women in those times aided their hus- 
bands, casting bullets and supplying them for their 
conflicts with means to obtain victory over thesav- 
ages, whilst the tomahawk was uplifted over their | 
heads. And thus, as they had all contributed their |: 
share of services to secure the benefits of civiliza- 
tion to the country, he hoped they would be per- 
mitted to enjoy some share of the common bounty. | 
The debate was cut off atone o’clock, in accord- | 
ance with the resolution adopted on the lth in- 
stant, and the House proceeded to the orders a 
1 
J 


| 
! 


the day, being the | 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the | 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the j 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of: 


Ways and Means, the question being on the |! 


amendment submitted by Mr. Jones; as anamend- 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. McDor- 
FIE, viz: to add to the motion for referencë the 


| following instructions to that committee: ‘*Inquite 


‘into the expediency of depositing the revenue 
‘ hereafter collected in the State banks in the differ- 
‘ent States where the same is collected, in propor" 
‘tion to their respective capitals paid in, and’ to 
‘ prescribe the terms on which the same shall be 
‘ deposited, and to report by bill or otherwise.” ~ 
_Mr. BEARDSLEY, of New York, commenced 
his remarks by adverting. to the posturein which 
the United States Bank now stood before us. The 
bank had gathered a golden harvest from the ex- 
clusive use which, for many years, it had enjoyed 
ef the public money, and it was never to. have 
been expected that it would use, on any occasion, 
all its efforts to prostrate the interests of the coun- 
try. The transfer of the deposites to other banks 
increased the ability of those banks to the same 


| extent thatitdiminished the resources of the United 


States Bank. It was to be expected some tempo- . 
rary and inconsiderable derangement of the usual 
train of bank business would have been the con- 
sequence of the removal; but, if all had acted with 
a view to the general good, no serious disaster 
would have occurred. ‘The removal of the depos- 
ites wasan act unquestionably legal and valid. ‘The 
expediency of the measure wasa distinct question, 
and one which the bank had no right to judge upon 
under any circumstances. But the measure had 
been met by the bank with a general and oppres- 
sive system of-retaliation. Fie believed that the 
effect of those measures had fallen short of their 
object. The whole fury of the institution had been 
poured out upon the devoted heads of citizens of 
the sea-board. Where men congregate in cities 
they are easily brought to move in masses, and 


j any derangement of the currency is immediately 


and generally felt. The bank, with cool delibera- 
tion and design, set about the production of the 
greatest possible amount of distressand embarrass- 
ment, and its whole coercive energies had been 
applied to the object with a considerable degree of 
success. A different course would have gained to 


| the bank many friends from among those who. had 


been enemies. But the course adopted by the bank 
bore equally upon friends and enemies; it was 
prosecuted with a view to coerce all to the support 
of its own views. The pressure having now some- 
what subsided, and the cities which were lately 
writhing under its effects, being now restored to'a 


! comfortable condition, it remains for us to do our 


daty. We-have seen that the credit of our local 
institutions is based on a safe foundation, and that 
public confidence in them cannot be easily shaken. 
Letus go forward and do our duty, remembering 
that “ the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church;” and complete by our success the entire 
overthrow. of this dangerous institution. 

For two months previous to the meeting of Con- 
gress it was notorious that the deposites were 
removed from the bank to the State institutions, 
The Secretary, not sheltering himself under the 
authority of the President, had officially announced 
the act as his own; but the truth of his annuncia- 
tion is disputed. lt has been charged here in de- 
bate that the President did the act through the 
Secretary, who was the passive instrument of his 
tyranny; and to enable him to gratify his revenge 
against the bank he had hurled the former Secre- 
tary of the Treasury from office. To these charges 
he should look somewhat in detail. In fairness to 
the officer, so far as he was personally concerned, 
we ought to consider the act asdone by him. This 
was required in justice to the Secretary; but, in- 
reference to the act itself, was wholly unessential. 
{t was proper also to advert to the fact, that before 
the present Secretary came into the Department, 
his views on this subject were known to corre- 
spond with those of the President. If he under- 
stood the character of the Secretary, he was nota 
man to be driven from his purpose. This report 
wasa monument of the vigor of his understanding. 
His disinterestedness was shown in the acceptance 
of an office which he knew he must hold at the 
pleasure of his political foes, while he gave up an 
office which he held upon a tenure as permanent 
as the personal regard and confidence of a friend. 
As to the removal of. the former Secretary, he 
would take leave to deny that he had been dis- 
missed because he refused to transfer the deposites, 
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But this refusal, in his estimation, would have 
been a sufficient reason for his dismissal, and he 
would for that reason alone have been dismissed. 
He was an agent, and not an independent branch 
of the Government, and he was bound in all re- 
spects to give effect to the judgment of the Presi- 
dent; But clinching office with a death-grip, he 
at the:same time opposed the will of the President. 
As a subordinate officer it was his duty to aid the 
President, instead of opposing him in the execu- 
tion of the laws; and if his views did not permit 
him to afford that aid, it became him to stand out 
of the way. 

It has been assumed that the Secretary of the 
Treasury is the fiscal agent of Congress, and not 
of the President. The gentlemen from South 
Carolina and Pennsylvania both concurred in this 
position, and all those who had spoken on their side 
of the question had expressed the same opinion. 
He thanked gentlemen for being so intelligible on 
this subject. They make their whole argument 
dependent on the position that the Secretary of the 
Treasury is independent of Executive control— 
that the ‘President has no right to control him in 
the performance of his duties. The order, pre- 
judgment, and consideration with which the act 
was done, hag been said to characterize it as a le- 
gislative act. But these were not characteristics 
exclusively belonging to any one department of 
the Government, and it was not to be inferred from 
the character of the act itself to what department 
it pertained. Let us look a little further and see 
to what branch of the Government-the Secretary 
of the Treasury belongs. The allegation is not 
that the act of removing the deposites is judicial, 
but legislative in character. lt appeared to him 
that it could not be legislative, for the reason that, 
by the Constitution; all legislative power was vested 
in Congress. Congress was the law-making 
power, and it-was a power inalienable in its charac- 
ter, not to be exercised through agents, but by the 
legislative body itself. The execution of these 
laws depended on other branches. The legisla- 
tive power terminated in the framing and passing 
of laws—their execution was confided to another 
branch. But three departments of power were 
known to our Conatitution—legislative, judicial, 
and executive. If the act of the Secretary was 
neither judicial nor legislative, it must have been 
executive. Where was the executive power 
lodged? The Constitution of the United States 
vested it in the President of the United States of 
America. Nota part of the executive power, but 
the whole mass, was lodged in the President alone, 
and it could not exist elsewhere. There it was 
vested, and there it must remain until the Consti- 
tution was altered by an amendment. A law of 
Congress could not transfer the power from the 
President, in whom the Constitution has vested it. 
Legislative and judicial power could not be exerted 
by a substitute, but it was not so with executive 
power. The powers in the executive head may 
be exercised by executive agents. On the Presi- 
dent devolves the high duty of seeing that the laws 
be faithfully executed. He, and not Congress, 
nor the judiciary, nor subordinate officers, were to 
discharge that high trust. That all the executive 
power should be exercised by one individual in 
person was impossible, and the President had sub- 
stitutes to give effect to his orders in every part of 
the country. No one man can take into view all 
the cages to which the laws must extend, and hence 
aids and assistants must be provided for their exe- 

*cution. War demanded its armed legions, and 
the officers of the civil departments were~spread 
into every part of the country. It was perfectly | 
clear that all the officers of the Departments of |! 
State, War, Navy, and Treasury were aids of the 
President in giving effect to the laws of the country. || 
Hence, what was said by the Executive a few 
years ago was well applied to them all. It was 
necessary that they should form a unit, that they 
might oppose no obstacle to his execution of the 
laws according to his own views. TheSecretary 
of the Treasury could not, in the nature of things, 
under the Constitution, be any other than an exec- 
utive officer. As such officer, all his cfficial acts 
must necessarily be of that character, and of course 
subject to the final direction of the President, in 
whom is lodged the whole executive authority, | 
Not that the Secretary was bound to obey illegal 
orders; but that the exercise of judgment and dis- 


! upon the President, and upon him alone, and that 


cretion, in the execution of the laws, was conferred 


the President in the first instance is to determine 
what is a faithful execution of the law. 

But it is said by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, {Mr. McDorrix,] that if this act of the 
President be not arrested, it will certainly destroy 
the liberties of the country. Why, sir, we have 
heard acts of legislation denounced before from the 
same quarter, and in the same terms. We hold 
our liberties too cheap if they stand, in our estima- 
tion, upon such a basis as the gentleman from 
South Carolina has indicated. The tariff was de- 
nounced in the same phrase. The bloody bill, so 
called to frighten children, and render it odious 
among the people, was also to put an end to our 
liberties. But we yet live, move, and have our 
being, and are in the enjoyment of as much liberty 
as any other people in the world—the bloody bill, 
the tariff, and political prophecy, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. It was strange that this single 
act should be considered as destructive to our lib- 
erties. If the President is corrupt, let us impeach 
him: but while he is the President, let him havé 
fair play, and fair treatment. We might canvass 
his acts and pass judgment on them, without im- 
puting to him corrupt and unworthy motives. 
Other branches of the Government may impute 
sinister motives to our acts, and any such impu- 
tation of one branch upon another was reprehen- 
sible. 

The doctrine for which he contended was as 
old as the Constitution, and was as well settled as 
anything which pertained to the history of the 
Government. The bank had kindly lent to us the | 
light of its instructions, and had informed us that 
the act of the Secretary was a legislative act, and 
the Secretary was independent of the President. 

The opinion seemed to have been adopted here, 
and was ‘argued upon as one which was settled. 
We were enlightened on this subject by the Rich- 
mond resolutions, which tell us that the Treasury 
is a legislative branch of the Government. We 
must now go back and show how the Treasury 
Department was organized, however uninteresting 
may be the detail. In May, 1789, the House of 
Representatives came to a resolution to establish 
three executive departments, the heads of which 
should be removable by the President. Bills were 
brought in by the committee in pursuance of the 
resolution on the 4th of June, for the establish- 
ment of the three departments—of War, of Foreign 
Affairs, and of the Treasury. The House acted on 
these as executive departments, and intended all 
as executive in their nature, and dependent upon 
the Chief Executive. They were all run in the 
same mould. ‘The bill establishing the office of ! 
Foreign Affairs was the one first acted upon. That 
bill contained a clause providing that the Secretary 
should be removable at the pleasure of the Pres- 
ident. A motion was made to strike out that pro- 
vision, and upon this motion arose the debate re- 
ported by Lloyd. It was contended that the power 
of removal ought to be exercised by the President 
and Senate. The motion was negatived—23 to 34. 
In this shape the bill was reported to the House, 
where two motions were made to strike out the 
provision of removal, and to insert in another 
clause the words ‘‘ when the principal officer is 
removed,” &c. The mover [Mr. Benron] con- 
tended that these words were a sufficient recogni- 
tion of the power of removal, and the motions were 
carried by the same vote which had been given in 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Thus the amendments proposed by Mr. Bex- 
rox substantiated the principle that all executive || 
power is vested, constitutionally, in the President, 
as the head of the executive; and its being inserted 
in the acts creating the departments merely proves 
its recognition more plainly. Hence it is, there- 
fore, that since that period, in the judgment of 
the country and Government, this department has 
been recognized as an executive department. No 
new power was conferred by the bill; the old 
power, conceded by the Constitution to the Ex- 
ecutive, was but recognized or confirmed. But it 
was reserved for this day and this bebate to ques- 
tion the principles or deny the propriety of its 
application. 

Returning, however, to the bills constituting 
(according to the resolution) the departments of 
Foreign Affairs, of War, and of the Treasury, he 


| a department of the executive government. 


thought that the enacting clauses of each bill elu- 
cidates the meaning of the others, or the objects 
contemplated by the Legislature of that period, in 
instituting those departments. These bills were 
passed by the same Congress, and at the same 
period, and were founded on the same resolution. 
Therefore the clauses of the bills creating the War 
and Treasury Departments are to be interpreted 
in precisely the same manner. Theact appointing 
the Department of Foreign Affairs passed on June 
24th, that for the War Department on June 27th, 
and that for the Treasury on July 2d, making 
but an interval of eight days; so that Congress 
certainly did not forget the clauses or meaning of 
the clauses of the first act when it had passed the 
last. Noris it to be presumed that they meant 
differently on the same resolution, when the acts 
were expressed in terms precisely the same. There 
is no change of opinions indicated in the recorded 
proceedings of the day. Passing over the bill 
appointing the War Department, we come to that 
regulating the Treasury Department. Now, as it 
has never been questioned that the War or the 
Foreign Affairs Departments belong strictly to the 
executive, not the legislative branch of the Gov- 
ernment, it cannot with good reasons be contended 
that the Treasury Department belongs to the legis- 
lative, not the executive branch. In all these de- 
partments a head is appcinted, with powers to 
nominate his subordinates; and over all is the 
control of the President, expressed in his being 
empowered, as the Constitution had asserted, to 
appoint and remove these heads of departments 
as he judged best for the public interests. There 
is equally a recognition of the heads of the depart- 
ments; there is equally a power of removal. 
Again, during the same session of Congress, an 
act was passed regulating the salaries of the execu- 
tive departments; and in this act are specified the 
salaries of the different Secretaries, with their sub- 
ordinates; among whom are classed the Secretar 
of the Treasury with his subordinates; evidently, 
therefore, recognizing the Treasury ven 
ne 
deed, all the acts of the first Congress are thus in 
accordance. They exhibit an indication of the 
same principle, of one fact, one truth, that the 
Treasury Department is a branch of the executive 
government; and that the head of that department 
is amenable to the power of the head of the exec- 
utive. Nor can we form this conclusion from the 
acts only of that Congress; but we find the same 
indication of principle interspersed in the discus- 
sions on those bills us reported in Lloyd’s Debates, 
much of which -has been before referred to,.as, 
clearly proving the agreement between the sayings 
and doings of that Congress. Ames says that the 
Constitution has placed all executive power in the 
hands of the President; and that if it were posri- 


i ble for him to’ perform all the executive duties, 


then would he alone engross all executive power. 
But as this is impossible to be done by any one 
man, he is obliged to employ auxiliaries for the 
various operations and minutia of Government, 
subject to his control, but removable whenever he 
loses confidencein them. To the same effect speaks 
Stone, when he says that the President appoints 
agents or subordinates for the convenient despatch 
of business. And so says Mr. Madison, when 
asserting that, by the Constitution, the President 
is bound to see that the laws are faithfully execu- 
ted; and, if so, that it is therefore indispensable he 
should be invested with sufficient power to accom- 
plish thisend. Butif the officers of the executive 
departments are independent cf the President, and 
these departments are armed with separate or dis- 
tinct powers, he could not see how the President 
could effect the object designed in the Constijution. 
Now, the gentleman from Pennsylvania thinks 
differently from those gentlemen. He says, in 
answer to the argument, that if the President is 
empowered to see the laws properly executed, and 
that therefore he extends his control over the de- 
partments, he may extend it also over the judici- 
ary, reasoning that, by a known rule in logic, 
what proves too much proves too little. But that 
gentleman forgets that the President is empowered 
to judge of the means whereby the laws are exe- 
cuted in the executive branch of the Government, 
as he is responsible for their faithful performance; 
but he is not bound to adjudge concerning the 
means employed by thejudicial. True, he has the 
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power of appointing the judges of the supreme and 
inferior courts, but he has nocontrol over them 
when appointed—no power of removal, no right of 
dictation, The judicial branch is perfectly distinct | 
from the executive; each has its own rights and | 
own duties. The argument is therefore nugatory. 
The judges being once appointed hold their offices 
independent of the President; they depend not on 
him for their term of office. 

Not so with the departments of the executive 
governments. The President is bound to see that 
their operations are in accordance with the laws. 
They hold their offices by his choice, and they aré 
appointable and removable at his will, being in the 
eye of the law considered but as his auxiliaries, 
and performing for him the functions of his depart- 
ment of the Government. The executive power 
is not vested in them, but in him. 

In the first debate on passing the bill in Congress, 
Sedewick is reported to have said, that a great | 
majority of the House had acknowledged that all | 
the officers of the Treasury Department were de- | 
pendent on the President for their continuance in į 
office, and rightfully so, as he was responsible for | 
their conduct. Thus, therefore, have we-the acts 
and speeches of the House of that Congress agree- 
ing together, and agreeing with the practice of the 
present Executive; and the acts of the Senate at 
that period, although we have not their sayings, 
for then they sat with closed doors; but we may 
reasonably infer that they came to the same result, 
on the same grounds, with the House, and there- 
fore infer that their doings and sayings were alike 
in concert. 

There is, therefore, no doubt of the true purpose 
of the First Congress in instituting the Treasury 
Department, at the same time with the Depart- 
ments for Foreign Affairs and for War; and there | 
can be no justifiable doubt that these several de- | 


partments were intended as branches of the exec- || 
| whites had resisted and proved victorious over a 


utive government, not as dependencies of Con- 
gress—not all, nor one. 


But this is also strikingly exemplified in the ,, 
clauses specifying the duties of the Secretary of ij 


the Treasury, in the bill creating that department. | 
These duties are of two kinds. The first are | 
strictly official; as requiring him to superintend | 
the collection of the public revenues; to regulate | 
the sales of public land; and to control the finances. | 
These duties are evidently executive in their char- ` 
acter; not, certainly, of a legislative nature. The | 
second duties, not official, require no use of public 

power, and have no immediate effect of public 


right; no official authority whatever is exerted; || 


| 
` such as the digesting of plans to regulate commerce, | 
*to be laid before Congress; his forming estimates | 
of finance, &c. 1 
These acts are nullities in the eye of the Con- | 
stitution and law, conveying no authority or | 
power; having no responsibility nor effect. They | 


require skill, intelligence, and fidelity; and nothing |! 


more, Butin the former duties he acts as an ex- | 
ecutive agent, invested with authority as such. | 

Mr.B.,in continuation, (which weare compelled | 
merely to glance at or omit, from the lateness of | 
the hour at which he ceased speaking,) said that 
the same arguments which would deny the Treas- 
ury Department to be a branch of the executive 
government, are equally applicable to nullifying 
the executive control of the Post Office; for here, 
also,isa head, with subordinates, to be appointed, 
in turn, by the Postmaster General; and he, also, is 
required to make an annual report to the Congress, 
not the President. The gentleman proved, there- 
fore, that if the Treasury Department is not under 
the control of the head of the executive govern- 
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ment, neither is the Postmaster General; which is | less than 
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Mr. WATMOUGH reported a bill for the relief 
of William P. Zantzinger, late a purser in the 
United States Navy. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, reported a bill for the 
relief of Fisher; all which bills were read 
twice and committed. 


Mr. WATMOUGH reported a bill concerning 
Navy pensions and the Navy pension fund; and 

Mr. POLK, a bill making appropriations for 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for the year 1834; both of which bills were 
severally referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. CHILTON, 
to appoint a select committee to inquire into the 
expediency of so extending the general pension 
law, as te embrace within its provisions those 
persons who were engaged in the Indian wars 
down to 1794, with the amendments thereto, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Boupiy, to appoint a committee 
to inquire into the moral effects of the pension 
system, coming up as the unfinished business, 

Mr. PEYTON resumed his remarks. He said 
that any vote of the House, by which the services 
of the persons engaged in the conflicts with the 
Indians might be recognized, would be to them 
the proudest day of their existence, and its effect 
would be to relieve many who had long experi- 


j enced undeserved want and misery. Adverting 


to the statement made by the honorable member 
from Rhode Island, [Mr. Burces,] “ that this was 
a petty warfare,” he asked, could that be consid- 
ered a petty warfare which raged from Georgia 
to Canada, and in which thousands and tens of 
thousands of savages had been engaged for years? 
But to show that those wars were neither petty 
nor inglorious, he referred the gentleman to an 
instance in which a small party of only nineteen 


band of Indians, who outnumbered them in the 
proportion of one hundred to one; and he described 
these conflicts, and said that although after the 
savages obtained victories, they had used their 
powers barbarously; that in every Indian camp 
the remnants of human skeletons, the remnants of 
those whose bodies were consumed at the stake, 
were to be met with; even the skeletons of women 
and children; yet he must repel the insinuation 
that the whites had committed similar atrocities, 
and asked the gentleman if he ever heard of a 
white man injuring women and children, begging 
him, when he should hear such a charge made, to 
set it down as false. That gentleman was unspar- 
ing of his censure upon these hardy bands for 
defending themselves, or for pursuing the savages. 
But was he equally so upon the privateering of 
those from his own State during the last.war? 
INo! Yet his patriotic blood seemed to curdle in 
his veins when he reflected upon the conduct of 
the white man who was forced to peril his life 
against the most fearful odds. He talked, too, 
‘t of atrocious acts of retaliation having been com- 
mitted by thé frontier men,” but Mr. P. denied 
the justice of this charge and referred the-gentle- 
man to the history of Kentucky and of the times, 
by which he would learn such was not the conduct 
of Boon when he penetrated into the deep forest 
in pursuit of the two Miss Calloways, whom he 
regained from the Indians and restored to their 
homes. Boon was not alone in such achievements. 
There wasa long list in which the name of Weeks 
and others were to be enrolled. There were 1500 
women and children who were taken captive, 
wounded, or slain; at least 2,009 horses, and not 
5,000 dollars’ worth of property taken 


against all experience in the Government. He con- |; from the harassed and bleeding hunters. Yet this 
tinned, in conclusion, to answer the objections of | was all ‘ petty’? in the gentleman’s opinion. Mr. 


Mr. Binyey, to the validity of the reasons as- 
signed by the Secretary for removing the deposites. 
We regret we are compelled to break off abruptly. 


i 


| 


i P. contended at length that it was owing to their 


gallantexertions the standard raised by Cornwallis 
in the South, at the instigation of the Tories, had 


Mr. SEABORN JONES obtained the floor, and |, been pulled down; and after detailing the events of 


Mr. PINCKNEY said that he valued as highly 
as any person the rich inheritance of independ- 
ence that was left them by their fathers, and duly 
appreciated the price at which. it was: purchased, 
But he would prefer showing his veneration for. 
those engaged in the Revolution i some other way 
than by increasing taxation, or the:burdens of the’ 
nation. , The mover of the resolution. had cer- 
tainly taken such captivating ground, that even he, 
deprecating, as he must ever do,dhe consequences 
of its adoption by the House,was almost tempted 
to give freely the pittance which was claimed so 
eloquently for the war-worn veterans of the West. 
But he had a higher duty to perform than to give 
way to his feelings; as he must contend that the 
House had no constitutional right to adopt the 
resolution. The whole pension system was es- 
tablished without constitutional authority, and he 
defied the utmost ingenuity to point out any one 
article in the Constitution from which the power 
to establish it could be inferred. If, then, it was 
not constitutional to establish the system for the 
soldier of the Revolution, how much more unjust 
was it to include within the provisions of that 
law those who, whatever were their services else- 
where, had no agency in that war? Their services . 
having been subsequent to that event, they had 
not contributed to lay the glorious foundation on 
which the Federal Constitution was raised, He 
could not assent to. the pension system being 
established, much less being extended; for, by the 
annual message of the President, as well asthe 
report from the Secretary of the Treasury, they 
were plainly told that economy was necessary; 
that there was some doubt that the revenue of 
the’country would keep pace with the expenditure; 
and they were warned. of this in order to prevent 
them indulging their feelings by making appro- 
priations of this character. But notwithstanding 
this warning, scarcely a day passed without some 
schemes being presented which had for their object 
an extension of the public expenditure. There 
were propositions to distribute the public lands; to 
make appropriations for subscriptions to various 
roads and canals; and lastly, the pension system, 
as now sought, was to be increased. He called 
on the House to consider that the certain effect of 
proceeding in this way must be to oblige them 
again to have recourse to most onerous taxation; 
and that for this purpose, notwithstanding all the 
agitation which prevailed on the subject. of the 
tariff had been sealed by the compromise bill, that 
subject must be again opened. But were Congress 
prepared to convulse the country as it had been on 
that question? Would they have the country so 
torn and distracted as it was, and this, too, not for 
the benefit of any great manufacturing interest, but 
for such a measure as this, which was only based 
on an appeal to their feelings of generosity? He 
trusted not, for his motto was justice, rather than 
generosity; and it was not justice to tax the pub 
lic for the benefit of a class of persons who had 
no claims whatever. He would rejoice to see the 
pengion system abolished altogether, considering 
that it was notoriously a branch which had its 
origin in the protective system; it had been de- 
vised under color of showing gratitude to those 
who achieved the independence of the country; 
but, in reality, to keep up the system of high du- 
ties; and this being the understanding of the people 
of the South as to its origin, it was most odious 
to them, for they knew that so long as the expend- 
iture of the Government was increased, or kept 
up unnecessarily, taxation must be resorted to. 
They were now about to commence a new era; 


| the public deBts were to be paid off. There was 


no longer a pretext for the continuance of taxation. 
Economy was,one principle on which the present 
Administration came into office; to correct abuses 
and reform institutions was another. But how 
had these promises been fulfilled? Where waa 
the retrenchment, where was the expenditure 
reduced? Instead of retrenchment, they found 
such extravagance to prevail, that some of the 


ji the battle at King’s Mountain, as having contrib- 

‘| uted as much as any other to establish the inde- 

fais nee | pendence of the United Se pe oe his 

a op y yE hope that the glory of that and their other actions 

HOUSE GE REPRESENTAT IVES, l| kouli be per nie to stand as a proud monument 

` Fray, January 17, 1834. I of their fame; that the surviving remnant of such 

Mr. C. P. WHITE reported a bill for the relief | a heroic band would be considered as not the 

of the legal representatives of John Coleman, de least deserving of those who now enjoyed the 
ceased. i bounty of the nation. 


moved an adjournment. 


And the Flouse adjourned. departments were insolvent; and, in such a state 


| of things, ought Congress to increase the expend- 
iiture, or to reduce the revenue to the legitimate 
wants of the people? As long as there was the 
pretext of the public debt, the people bore taxa- 
tion; but now that they know that pretext is re- 
moved, they demand as a right that no more tax- 
ation, no more appropriations, shall be made than 
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was absolutely necessary. If there was one ob- 
jection stronger than another to taxation, it woul 

e to. taxation for their pension system, because 
it was not only burdensome in itself, but because, 
ag it operated unequally, it, t I 
unjustly. Who, he asked, enjoyed its benefits? 
Not one in twenty in the South participated in 
the benefits of it, although the South, more than 
any other portion of the United States, contrib- 
uted’ to the revenue of the country. 

“After some further remarks, Mr. P. concluded 
by a motion to postpone the resolution indefi- 
nitely. 

My. BURGES rose to say that he had been 
greatly misrepresented in his observations for- 
merly made on this resolution concerning military 
pensions. [Ít has been asserted that he termed the 
Indian war, to which honorable gentlemen had 
referred, a “petty” war. Now, he had not said 
that it was a petty war; although he certainly had 
said that it was a private, not a public war. And 
to this remark he was stimulated by an observa- 
tion of. one who advocated the passage of the reso- 
lution—that the war had continued for twenty 

ears: therefore, giving the gentleman credit for 
bis assertion, he could not but consider it a private 
war; for with no Indian war of a public nature 
of twenty years’ continuance, has he been made 
acquainted in his historical researches. It must 
have been a private war, because those who were 
engaged in it had not been enlisted in the public 
service; had not been even employed in the ser- 
vice of the country, nor had they been equipped 
or designed as militia. Where then is the nature 
of a public war? Where the test of evidence to 
prove that those engaged were engaged in the ser- 
vice of the public? And if not engaged in the 
service of the nation, why should the nation be 
publicly taxed to remunerate private services so 
performed? He does not deny the men—Boon, 

pencer, and their associates—were brave men; 
nor that any of those who may have contended in 
the alleged war with the Indians may have been 
actuated by a chivalrous spirit. The bravery they 
possessed, they possessed for themselves. They 
were pioneers for themselves, not from a love for 
the nation. . They were stimulated by a desire to 
better their own condition—not to defend their 
country’s rights; and their condition they did bet- 
ter. Have they not taken forcil le possession of 
the most fertile lands in the most fertile districts, 
and entailed their property on their sons and 
grandsons,.while they have been enabled to settle 
all their cousins around them? Whatmore would 
they desire? They have monopolized territories, 
and now they want to become pensioners on the 
public bounty. Gentlemen are very loud in ap- 
plauding the chivalry of these men, but they dis- 
dain togivemore than their praise. They exclaim 
that those whom they eulogize are in straits and 
misery; but so far from being ready to contribute 
to these alleged wants of applauded chevaliers, 
they are anxious to exonerate themselves from 
their craving demands, and to burden the public 
with those from whose claims they appear not 
otherwise willing or able to obtain redemption. 

They give praise when they should give alms; 
and think that this applause and the aid of public 
pensions should relieve themselves from the ne- 
cessity of maintaining them. [The speaker then 
instanced several examples from ancient and mod- 
ern history wherein there had been pioneers on 
the frontiers of extending countries, and discov- 
erers of previously unknown regions.} He alluded 
to extending the frontiers from Rhode Island to 
Connecticut, and thence westward stiff but which 
of all the adventurers so employed ever asked 
the support of the public funds for private services 
so performed? ; > ` 

He alluded to the wanderings of Hercules in 
Italy, and the barbarity of the tyrant Cacus, filch- | 
ing his neighbor’s cattle, and drawing them back- 
ward into his den; but that Hercules discovered the 
eattle by their lowing—so says the poetical version 
of the tale, but whether true or not, he cannotsay. 
Yet this Hercules is now deemed a hero, from 
such exploits of his pioneering bravery, and Cacus 
condemned as an aboriginal savage. So with the 
pioneers of the West. They are decmed heroic 
cavaliers; and the aborigines of the soil, whom 
they conquered and expatriated, are denominated 
savages, whom it was a glory to extirpate, in 


therefore, operated || 


| tending 


whom it was a crime to endeavor to regain their 
own lands, and over whom it was bravery to tri- 
umph, and deserving of public pensions. But we 
are told that the civilization disseminated by the 
conquest improves the condition of these reputed 
savages; and for this, those instrumental in ex- 
the boon of civilization deserve public ap- 
probation and reward. For himself, he has no 
desire to reward any for killing the Indians in 
party or pioneering conflicts. The Indians were 
the original possessors of the,soil, and cannot be 
condemned. for struggling to retain their own. 
The Indian names and fame are interwoven in the 
annals and statistics of the country; and when 
that mountain to which Spencer had given his 
name may dwindle into obscurity or change its 
epithet, the mighty rivers of the land—the Ohio, 
Mississippi, &c.—will roll on a reminiscent rec- 
ord of their fame to posterior ages: their waters, 
in rolling onward to the ocean, will resound their 
fame; and the literature of the country will redeem 
them from infamy. The Indians were attacked, 
routed, expatriated. They were driven from the 


lands of their fathers; and well might they exclaim i 


that they had scarcely left land enough to die on. 
At that period the frontier settlers thought but of 
their own condition—how they might improve it 
by acquiring fertile possessions: and now that the 
dangers of those adventurous. days have passed 
away—now that thedays of their enjoying the war- 
whoop of their much-wronged oppressors have 
gone, they turn round and demand the right of 
having bestowed on them pensions for so acting 
for themselves against a self-raised foe. If pen- 
sions are granted for the display of chivalry such 
as this is commended to have been, then will pen- 
sions swell the, expenses of the nation and en- 
gross the revenues of the country; for the frontiers 
of the. West will still be extending westward, and 
opportunities be still given for the display of chiv- 
alrous spirit at every such extension. We shall, 
therefore, keep alive the spirit of chivalry, and 


‘eternally awaken the spirit of war. There will 


always be Samsons and Herculeses among those 
cavaliers; and a demand will always be made to 
pension them or their sons, as the heroes of the 
twenty years? war have been rewarded before 
them. ‘The evils will thus be extended. It is, 
therefore, much better to narrow the pension sys- 
tem while we may; and before we afford injurious 
precedents for expenditures of the public bounty, 


| and rewards for monopolizing skirmishes with the 

Indians. 
; alry, nor to participate in such exploits. If, in 
i such a contest the gentleman to whom he is now 


He is not disposed to reward such chiv- 


more immediately opposed should take a fancy to 
tomahawk him, and to carry about his venerable 
scalp as a trophy of victory, he might consider 
himself as deserving a pension of the Government; 
but if he was fortunate enough to master his 
enemy, and had taken his scalp, he would not 
think it worth his trouble to take it away. 


A motion was then made to suspend the rules 
of the House relative to the duties of Friday, in 
order that the preceding debate might be con- 
tinued; but it was lost. 

On the motion of Mr. POLK, several bills for 
the relief of individuals, -as reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, were then read a third 
time and passed. 

A few petitions were then proposed, with the 
consent of the House, and some private bills. 

The SPEAKER presented a public document 
containing the list of clerks belonging to the pub- 
lie departments. 

A resolution was passed by a small majority, 
conceding to the Colonization Society the use of 
the Hall of Representatives for a meeting to be 
held on Monday evening next. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the standing 
orders of the House in order to propose the bill of 
appropriations—returned with amendments from 
the Senate—concerning the contingent expenses 
of Congress in the articles of stationery,&c. The 


| gentleman said it was absolutely necessary that the 


appropriation should be made as soon as possible, 

‘The Fouse concurred. 

Mr. POLK then said that the Committeeof Ways 
and Means had agreed to the amendments proposed 
by the Senate, except that one which proposed to 
strike out altogether a clause which had first been 


i : fe Sia? ae 
passed in 1830, and continued every year since, 


which restricted this appropriation for contingen- 
cies to mere stationery, &c., and the printing of 
such public documents as may be ordered by both 
Houses in the routine of business, unless it were 
otherwise ordered by a joint resolution of both 
Houses. Although he did not wish to originate 
discussion on this clause, he thought it prudently 
restrictive, as it tends to prevent the ordering of 
books, &c. without making any appropaiation for 
them; and prevents the action of either House 
without the concurrence of both. But this restric- 
tion cannot extend to the vote lately passed for 


| Elliot’s Debates, its effects being solely prospect- 


ive. Nor can it prevent the ordering in future any 
books, its object being solely to prevent such or- 
ders without the joint resolution of both Houses, 
which is required to make any appropriation. Ap- 
propriations may bespecially made for any partic- 
ular purpose; so that the clause proposed is to pre- 
vent the appropriation made for the contingent 
expenses of both Houses, amenable to the orders 
of either only, in any resolution not jointly passed. 

Mr. FOOT objected to the clause, and thought 
it should be admitted, as the Senate had proposed. 
It is rather singular that either. House should be 
denied the privilege of printing what it adjudges 
proper to order, when that privilege is extended 
to’all the departments, which are allowed to print 
ad libitum, what is considered necessary; nor is it 
consistent that the Senate should be denied the 
privilege which is appropriated by the House. 
This will bring both Houses into 'an improper 
collision. He sees, therefore, no sufficient reason 
why they should endeavor to tie up theirown and 
other persons’ hands. 

The discussion was continued by Messrs. C. 
C. CLAY and POLK, who supported the motion,- 
and by Messrs. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, 
ADAMS, of Massachusetts, WHITTLESEY, 
and BATES, of Massachusetts, who opposed the 
motion to disagree to the Senate’s Amendment. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, the yeas and nays 
were ordered on the question. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative, by a vote of 70 to 112. 

So the House. disagreed to the amendment of 
the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 

Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday. 

The House then adjourned. 


Jamaica papers to the 5th ult. have been 
received at New York. The House of As- 
sembly was closely engaged in the discus- 
sion of the slavery bill.—Balt. Amer. 


Two or three letters from Buenos Ayres 
to the 18th November, have been received 
in this city, by the brig Heroine, arrived 
at Lewistown, Delaware, bound to Phila- 
delphia. They state that the revolution- 
ary disturbances at Buenos Ayres had 
ceased, and that peace was proclaimed on 
the 10th of November.—Badt. Amer. 


- The Legislature of Massachusetts have 

elected John Davis, Esq., Governor, for 

the year ensuing, on the first ballot— 
Baltimore Gazette. 


The back number of the Congressional 
Globe are exhausted. Those persons, 
therefore, who may snbscribe for it here- 
after will receive only the number contain- 
ing the proceedings of the week in which 
their subscriptions are received at this office, 
and all the future numbers as they are pub- 
lished, 
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En the House of Representatives, January 16, 1834, 
on Mr. Cuitron’s resolution to appoint a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794; and the amendment on it by Mr. Bout- 
DIN, to appoint a committee to inquire into the 
moral effects of the pension system upon the 
community, and how far it ought to be abolished 
or repealed, 

Mr. PEYTON, of Tennessee, rose and said: 
Mr. Sreanen: f arose on yesterday from the 


impulse of the moment, not to make a speech, but |! 


rather to repel what I considered an imputation 
cast upon men whom I was early taught to look 
upon as patriots, most of whom are gone, than to 
ask for them an act of justice and charity from 
their country. . 

The venerable gentleman from Rhode Island, 
{Mr. Borees,} spoke lightly of the early settlers 
of the West—talked of their scalps—classed them 
with ‘*plunderers and savage murderers.”’ I, sir, 
am pfoud to trace my origin to that race of men. 
But, sir, no pension law can benefit my ancestors 
now. It would come too late for them. They 
never asked a pension while they lived. I value 
the reputation of that band of patriots as dearer 
than gold. You have aright to deny the survivors 
bread, but no right to cast obloquy upon their 
names. 

They were no ‘plunderers.”” No, sir, they 
were soldiers, true and pure; and a soldier never 
stains his hand with “plunder.” The brave are 
always tender and humane. They ‘ plunderers !”? 
what temptation was there in the frowning forest 
of the West to invite to ‘* plunder??? None, sir, 
none. 

The wild beast and the naked savage, armed with 
all his instruments of death, the gun, the knife, 
the axe, and fagot, were the allurements held out. 
It was not every one whose taste would have led 
him to partake in such ‘ plunder.”’ I question if 
the gentleman, in the unrestrained ardor of his 
youth, could have been induced to throw a sickle 
in and reap for ‘plunder’ there. The harvest, 
sir, was often smoking cabins, murdered wives 
and children, scalped and mangled sires. They 
“ murderers !?’? They left their firesides and patri- 
monial farms in Carolina and Virginia to protect 
our mothers from murder—from savage torture; and, 
sir, the social and domestic virtues found an 
asylum in the forest. The strongest rampart was 
thrown around them—the chivalry of these. men. 
And this reflection soothed and quieted the ‘pang 
which wrung their bosoms when they stood upon 
the last hill which overlooked their homes, where 
youthfal feelings clung and hovered. 

. What! cast an imputation upon the names of 
Boon, Robinson, and Spencer, and their brave 
compeers!! Class these men with the savage in 
want of honor and humanity! They were patriots, 
benefactors of the West, who deserved to live in 
marble, and not to be remembered with reproach 
and scorn. 

The history of Boon and Robinson is known. 
Robinson was to Tennessee what Boon was to 
Kentucky. Spencer, who has been referred to by 
my friend and colleague, [Mr. Dickinson,] was 
the first white man who spent a winter in my na- 
tive county, (Sumner county.) He lived in the hol- 
low of a tree at Bledsoe’s Lick, alone, surrounded 
by the savages, and no other of his race on that 
side of the mizhty mountains which lay between 
him and his native Carolina. When the spring 
opened, and the desert bloomed around him, he 
returned, described the country, its game, its fer- 
tility, its rich inviting loveliness. His neighbors | 
went; he was their pilot; he killed their meat; he | 
stood sentry while they slept. Thus he spent his 
time for years, At last, upon the hill which bears | 
his name he fell, valiantly fell, fighting between the 
women and the ambushed savage.. His flesh was į 


his youth, collected them together, and placed 
them in a cave, where they are yet. No marble 
pillar marks the spot, but nature, in that proud 

ill which rears its head above the clouds, has 
raised for him a grander monument than man can 
raise. Itis Spencer’s Hill, and will remain so 
forever. But, sir, he was no ‘* plunderer,” buta 
generous, kind, and hospitable man. He would 
divide his meat, to the last morsel, with a hungry 
dog. He was no **murderer,’’ but a soldier, who 
would defend himself and friend—fit to have stood 
beside Bruce, Leonidas, or Kosciusko. 

Boon and Spencer thought that nature did not 
intend that mighty West—all that valley which is 
watered by the “ King of Ploods™ and its tributary 
streams, to be kept forever for the savage war- 
dance—a wild hunting ground. Iknow that some 
| few gentlemen have always differed with them,and 
have opposed emigration to the West, and looked 
with jealousy upon its rising prospects—have 
saved their sympathy for the red man, and their 
spears and darts for the white man. I never could 
understand such enlarged patriotic sympathy, 
much less did I expect to find one ready to pierce 
the dead. I agree with Boon and Spencer, that 
the West should have been settled; and how was 
| that to be accomplished? My answer is, by just 
such men as did effect it, and such a race we will 
never see again—so resolutely brave, so pure and 
warm in patriotism, so kind to one another, (I 
wish their spirit filled these legislative halls,) so 
patient under all the pangs of ‘war, and wants, and 
wretchedness. Women then were more than sol- 
i diers. 

I question, sir, if old Mrs. Buchanan did not dis- 
tinguish herself in these ‘ petty feuds,” of which 
the gentleman seems never to have heard, as much 
as that worthy and venerable man has done in all 
the mighty struggles through which his country 
has passed. Women then, sir, would comearound 
with bullets in their aprons, encouraging their hus- 
bands, sons, and brothers. ‘They would hold an 
aching head, or bind a bleeding wound, and all 
this was in the service of the country, in the war 
of the Revolution. 

The gentleman seems to be uninformed of the 
early occurrences in the West, and “tooks down 
with scorn upon the struggles there. I could refer 
him to a man who would beable to supply his want 
of local knowledge—a venerable man, about his 
ownage; his nameis Gennings; Edmund Genn ngs. 
He was in Dunmore’s war; fought all day long in 
the battle of the Point, at Big Kenhawa. The 
gentleman no doubt remembers that battle; it was 
fought in 1774, just twenty years before Wayne’s 
| victory in 1794. But, sir, this old soldier, bent 
by war and time, who is now a wanderer, without 
| a home, I left him in my district when I came 
| away—he performed an exploit in the Nickajack 
expedition worthy of a monument. Now, sir, 
perhaps that gentleman never heard of Nickajack; 
if so, he should talk no more of Indian wars in the 
| West, but keep close upon the borders of Rhode 
| Island. Whitley was at Nickajack; brought 
| down his soldiers from Kentucky, and joined 
Robinson at the French Lick Station, (now Nash- 
ville.) There are men alive, and now upon this 
floor, who can attest that Whitley deserves not to 
be degraded to the level of a savages he was the 
| patriotof two wars. But, sir, Edmund Gennings, 
he swam a river in the dark, a mile in width, (the 
Tennessee below the Muscle Shoals.) and went 
into an Indian town, which lined its banks, with | 
| one companion only, ascertained its strength, and 
brought the canoes over to Robinson and Whitely. | 
| His companion was Joshua Thomas. He went the | 
way which the gentleman seems to think was 
right, for he was scalped—a truer soldier never lived 
or died. That gentleman may think such men 
| murderers”? and +‘ plunderers,”? and that itis a 
| bad example to reward or even admire them. But, 
sir, l rank them with the bravest of the brave, the 
most deserving of the revolutionary soldiers. 
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devoured, and his bones bleached and mouldered 
in the woods, until an old man, the companion of | 


8 


Mr. Speaker, if I were to ask you to point me | 
to the most cruel, bloody, an 


mother country’s acts which marked her war upon 
the colonies, what would be the answer? That 
she excited the savages, unkennelled the blood- 
hounds of the forest, who knew no mercy, who 
spared neither age nor sex, to war upon the 
American people. “In the issue which was made 
before high Heaven,’ ‘‘ whether England should 
rule or America be free,” were not the savages 
used as instruments and allies of Great Britain to 
| subjugate the colonies? Was it not a part of our 
revolutionary ‘struggle to resist those savages? 
Were did this vindictive and unrelenting policy 
i fall most heavily? Upon the West; and, sir, the 
West met it, and she has since met perils from 
the same qua: ter, and as I trust she will ever meet, 
them, come from where they may. x 

It was patriotic in Washington to resist the civ- 
ilized armies of Great Britain, but not so in Boon 
| to resist her gentle and persuasive instruments of 
savaze warfare in the West. What kept back the 
depredations of these allies from the interior? The 
best of ramparts for a nation’s safety —the chivalry 
of its frontier citizens. And, sir, shall sucha race 
of men, who achieved so much, be branded with 
epithets ?—have their scalps put, in their country’s 
estimation, against an Indian scalp, their humanity 
against the humanity of an Indian, their honor 
i against the honor of a savage, while other soldiers 
of the Revolution have won for themselves immor- 
tal honor and freedom for their country? No, sir, 
it is not just to treat them so. If any sotdier of the 
Revolution should stand in patriotic merit above 
another, it is he who fought the solitary fight, in 
far and distant parts. No flag like that, [pointing 
to the flag in the House]—no spirit-stirring fife 
and drum to cheer him on~-no Washington to 
lead him up in confidence to battle—no pay, no 
arms, nor ammunition furnished—no clothes, nor 
meat; his name upon no roll—he fights from high 
impulse and love of country—not for pay nor ‘* PLUN- 
DER;”’ and if he falls, no stone to tell the spot—-no 
book is written about him; but if a monument 
at all, it is left by the hand of a hunter, carved in 
the bark of the tree that shades his grave. And 
if he lives, and is old and poor, a wanderer from | 
house to house, there is no pension for him. No, 
Sir, no pension. Why? His name is not enrolled 
i ina book. 

And was not he who found his own arms, and 
grappled with the foe in the deep forest, in that 
sacred cause which won so much for man, without 
the aid of anything but valor—was not he 8 soldier 
of the Revolution, standing on prouder grownd than 
if he had been drafted, and forced to follow his 
i commander and that glorious banner? [pointing 
‘again to the flag in the Flouse.] 


Fripay, January 17, 1834. 


Mr. PEYTON continued his remarks in reply 
to Mr. Burces, as follows: I have but a few obser- 
vations to ofter in relation to those I made on yes- 
terday. My intention has never been to make an 
argument upon the question now under considera- 
tion. Nothing was farther from my thoughts or 
wishes than to have found it necessary for me to 
say a word upon the subject. I expected to have 
given a silent vote. And I assuré the Fouse I 
feel less anxious to’ obtain a pension for the early 
; emigrants to the West (richly as I think they de- 
| Serve it) than to save their memory from censure 
: and reproach—and show that it would not be wrong 
; in itself, nor the example demoralizing, for them 
to receive théir country’s notice and its gratitude. 
And now, sir, after all that has been said, a vote 
of this House recognizing them to be, what I con- 
tend they are, soldiers of the Revolution, would be 
to those who live the proudest day of their exist- 
ence, and a grateful tribute of regard to those who 
are no more. It would carry joy and gladness to 
! their bosoms, and afford the means of independ- 
i: ence to those who scorn to live on private charity. 
: But, sir, the gentleman from Rhode Island speaks 
| with contempt and censure of those petty feuds and 


i * . A . 
| private wars which raged on the western frontiers. 


d vindigtive of all the |) What does the gentleman mean by petty feuds and 
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private wars? Does he call that a petty private 
war which raged unceasingly for more than twenty 
years; which called forth all the savage tribes from 
Georgia to Canada? Yes, sir; bands united into 
armies of painted warriors, counting thousands. 
If that gentleman had been in Buchanan’s station 
when it was surrounded by more than seven hun- 
dred Creeks and Shawnees, with only nineteen 
men and a few resolute women to defend the fort, 
I question whether it would have struck him as a 
petty feud, or inglorious defence. Sir, Tecumseh, 
since the most celebrated warrior of the red men, 
then buta boy, was there. This fact I learned 
from the granddaughter of General Robinson, a 
lady who unites the spirit of her ancestor with 
tasieand learning. Why is it that the gentleman’s 
sympathies are all with the red men? Sir, at that 
time they were asa hundred to one when compared | 
with the whites. They used their superior strength 
most barbarously; at all their camps were to be 
seen stakes with human skeletons hanging around | 
them—-some small and short—infants which had 
perished with their mothers. The gentleman spoke 
of retaliation; did he ever hear of a white man’s 
torturing a female or infant Indian? If he has, I 
beg the gentleman to set it down as false; cowards 
and barbarians only are capable of misusing those 
whom it is the duty of man to protect. Sir, no 
coward ever showed his face there. He spoke of 
retaliation, and seems to think it the duty of the 
Government to discourage it as practised in the 
West. Was not the gentleman in favor of priva- 
teering during the late war? Did he not think it 
right in his own State to fit out privateers of war 
to capture merchant vessels; not that those ves- 
sels had done them any wrong, but because their 
nation wag at war with ours? Yet the gentleman’s 
patriotic blood curdles in his veins at the thought 
that a rude backwoodsman, with a cabin just suf- 
ficient to shelter his family, and a poney to pack 
in meat for their support, when robbed of all by 
the harassing allies of a powerful nation at war 
with his country, should retake his horse or take 
another, not by attacking a defenceless neutral, 
but at the hazard of his lite. Retaliation, indeed! 
How could Boon retaliate in 1776, when his 
daughter and the Miss Calloways were carried 
prisoners, by the savages, far, far into the dee 
cane-tangled wilderness? What, catch and kill 
an Indian girl! Could Boon do that? No; no 
more than he could give up his Gertrude—not of 
Wyoming, but of Boonsborough, They must be 
saved from the stake and flame! He raised his 
friends and resolutely followed on; he fought and 
won a battle, and brought the trembling captives || 
home to their mothers. He talked of private wars 
and petty piracy. The lives of a few soldiers were | 
prized at that day in the West, and when they fell 
were greatly missed. The West was weak, and 
faint, and bleeding, and scarce of soldiers. Letus 
examine and see if those wars were so private as 
the gentleman seems to think. From 1783 to 1790 
the loss of property was immense. There were 
killed and wounded and taken prisoners 1500 men, | 
women, and children. ‘This is the estimate made 
of the loss in seven years of that war, which raged | 
with. unceasing fury for more than twenty years 
upon that harassed people, which the gentleman 
may learn if he ever readsa book published on the | 
other side of the Alleghanies. 

But, sir, as to the services performed by these H 
hunters. At the most gloomy period of the Revo- || 
lution, when, despair clouded the brow of the jj 
patriot, and hundreds were flocking to the British 
standard, giving up their liberty and their coun- 
try’s independence as gone forever; when Corn- 
wallis was in the centre, and Ferguson had taken 
his position near the mountains in Carolina, en- 
couraging the Tories and dispiriting the Whigs, 
who drove that British general from his posts! 
*Twas the hunters of Wataga. They pursued | 
him with the impetuosity of a mountain torrent 
for thirty-six hours, stopping only one hour for 
refreshmentat the Cowpens. At King’s Mountain 
they overtook the royal army, drawn up upon its 
summit: who climbed that steep and dragged down | 
the tyrant power, and by the bold exploit not only | 
cheered the drooping spirits of the Whigs and car- | 
ried terror to the Tories, but made Cornwallis quail | 


| 


and retreat? Sir, when that conflict began, the | 
mountain appeared volcanic; there flashed along || 
its summit, aid around its base, and up its sides, li 


one light sulphureous blaze. That [pointing to the 
eagle and flag of the House] eagle’s eye shone 
bright in victory—that banner floated proudly out. 
Historians give this as the most patriotic and illus- 
trious achievement of the Revolution. And, sir, 
need I tell that gentleman, who has at least noticed 
Marshall’s History, that it was achieved by the 
hunters of the West, without the aid, or even the 
knowledge of Government. And upon that proud 
mountstilllet them stand! Who would drag them 


down to the low estate of savages? Who would | 


tear one laurel from theirbrow? Ifyou can’t spare 


for those who live the means of living, be it so— | 
the West will feed her patriarchal soldiers; they | 


are old and few; when they are gone, may their 


mantles fall, to warm the patriot’s bosom and nerve | 


the scldier’s arm. But you dare not reproach 
them; their honor and patriotic worth are our 
richest inheritance; and, sir, we will hug and de- 
fend it as our country’s honor. Let the war-worn 
soldier, when pressed to live, and disappointed in 
his expectations here, look to the West—it is 


what his country has done in the hour of her peril ; 


and day of her distress. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, January 17, 1834. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, re- 
ported unfavorably to the petition of John Donley; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John McCartner; which was 
read, and, together with the report, ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on En- 

rossed Bills, made a report. 

Mr. TIPTON, in pursuance of notice given yes- 
terday, introduced a bill for the relief of Captain 
John Hamilton; which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, in pursuance of notice, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Henry Warren; 


which was read and referred to the Committee on | 


Claims. 
Mr. SILSBEE, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Christo- 


| pher Coffin; which was read, and referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made several reports; upon which 
the usual orders were made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 


| ter from the Secretary of War, including a report 


from the agent of the national road in Indiana; 
which, on motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated 
a letter from the Secretary of War, enclosing a 


statement of the number, names, and compensa- | 


tion of the clerks employed in his Department 
during the year 1833. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported several bills of a private 
nature. z 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the samecommittee, 
asked to bedischarged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolution of the State of Missouri 
respecting land districts. 

Mr. PORTER, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of certain persons in 
Louisiana; 

Which was read, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. TOMLIN- 


| SON and PORTER. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, who moved to lay the 
resolution of Mr. Cray (submitted on Tuesday | 
last) upon the table,.called it up. | 

Mr. CLAY moved the following as an amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. Forsyru: 

“ By extending the period óf payment of reve- 
nue bonds, under suitable precautions or other- 


| wise, within the constitutional powers of Con- | 


gress.”” 


Mr. POINDEXTER then addressed the Senate | 
for some considerable time, and was followed by | 


Mr. BENTON for a few moments; when Mr. |: 


WEBSTER, expressing a wish to be heard upon 
the subject, moved that the resolution lie upon the 
table; which ,afcer an intimation from Mr. CLAY, 


I| that he should expect it to be taken up on Mon- 
day, was so ordered, 

[A sketch of the debate upon this resolution 
will be furnished in continuation.] 
~~ On motion of Mr. EWING, it was 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it will 
adjourn until Monday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then announced the 
special order of the day to be Mr. Cuay’s resolu- 
tion upon = 

THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

Mr. RIVES expressed the reluctance with which 
he obtraded himself upon the attention of the Sen- 
ate, as it better became him to be a listener than 
aspeaker. But the importance of the question, 
ii and the occasion, left him no other alternative. 
The subject was admitted to be of the highest mo- 
ment, on account of the distress which prevailed 
in the community, but which was much exagger- 
ated by panic, and which, such as it was, he 
hoped would be of transiemt existence. And in 
providing the remedy care should be taken not to 
mistake the symptom for the disease. He be- 
lieved the disease more deeply seated than the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky supposed; a disease which 
would require the cautery and the knife to eradi- 
cate. But the distress came to him with the alle- 
viating reflection that it would pass over with the 
destruction of its great cause. In vain did the 
patriots of 791 warn us that the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States was most dangerous to the institutions 
and Government of the country; in vain did the 
i| voice of the gentleman from Kentucky, on a former 
occasion, warn us that the institution was danger- 
ous to our liberties, if we were now to close our 
eyes against itsconduct. But he trusted gentlemen 
would open their eyes to its character. 1t was in 
-vain to say the panic was caused by the removal 
of the deposites. It could not be. That was no 
novelty. Ithad beendone before. We had been 
told by the bank that when the protested bill 
came back from France there was less than $2,000 
of public money in the bank; and was not this in 
effect a removal of the deposites? Yet there was 
no pressure at thattime. Some other cause, then, 
must be found for it, and that had been assigned 
by a gentleman in the other House, [Mr. Bin- 
ney.] He ascribed it to the doctrine on which the 
act was done, by which the people were to be sep- 
arated from the bank, and it was said that the 
people were so connected with the bank that the 
separation could not be effected without inextri- 
cably involving one and the other. . 

Mr. RIVES then briefly recapitulated state- 
ments showing the annual operations of the bank; 
the domestic exchanges amounting to two hundred 
and forty-one millions; the foreign to thirteen mil- 
lions; which, added to the discounts and deposites, 
make an aggregate of three hundred and forty-one 
millions, the annual operations of the bank. Could 
any one look at that exhibit without having a 
sense of the danger of the institution to the coun- 
try from the manner in which it had mixed itself 
up with theaffairs of the country? It was impos- 
sible but that it must exert an influence hostile to 
the best interests of the country. He conceived 
the true danger and the real cause of its distress 
to be in the existence of this institution, with its 
‘overpowering monopoly. What, then, was the 
remedy? Was it by increasing its means? Could 
any man fail to see that this would be the effect of 
restoring the deposites? And how then could its 
effects on the country be resisted when it wound 
up its concerns? {t must cease to exist; and how 
was the nation to get rid of this immense power 
without producing a pressure upon the country? 


|| Did gentlemen forget the non-renewal of the char- 


ter of the old United States Bank, and the report 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury to Congress, that 
such would be theconsequence? It would be sin- 
gular if any one could suppose we could get rid of 
this institution without some distress and panic in 
the community. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina said 
the question was not bank or no bank, but wheth- 
er there should be a league of State banks, sub- 
ject to the absolute control of the Executive. 
Could he suppose that the State banks, under 
the direction of the governments of the States, 
totally unconnected with each other, could possi- 
bly be made the instruments of an influence so 
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formidable as an institution like the United States 
Bank? Could he suppose that a portion of the 
public moneys, amounting to no more than foer 
millions, distributed among the State banks, cculd 
seduce them to be the tools of the Executive? 
What was lately seen in Virginia in regard to this 
matter? The deposites were not considered there 
80 great and desirable a boon as was supposed. 
But he would say to that gentleman that this was 
not the true issue presented—it was not the alter- 
native. He admitted that when the plan of a 
metallic currency, which would do away with the 
necessity of a United States Bank, should be pre- 
sented, that then the question of constitutionality 
of the bank would come up. Mr. R. thought | 
nothing was more practicable than this. There 
was inherent vice in a paper currency which it 
was the duty of every patriot to provide against; 
it was a vice, too, which was not obviated by the 
Operations of the United States Bank—a vice 
which the Constitution, as a hard money Consti- 
tution, intended to provide against. Mr. R. 
thought the means by which the metallic currency 
might be established would be easy; but first the 
Bank of the United States should be putdown, and 
then, by correcting the inequality in the relative 
value of gold and silver, gold would take the place 
of small notes for travelling and other ordinary 
purposes; the small notes might then be discour- 
aged, and the revenue of the country prohibited 
from being paid in notes under the denomination 
of $10 or $20. Believing that this grand reform 
was called for, and that Congress ought to prepare 
the way for it, he would pledge himself to intro- 
ducé a plan for that end: The issue was now 
presented between the Constitution having in view 
a metallic currency and the Bank of the United | 
States; he was anxious that the preliminary meas- | 
ures should have their effect. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing all this, if he could be persuaded that the faith | 
of the Government had been violated by the 
removal of the deposites, he would vote, at all 
hazards, to sustain that faith. The act of the | 
Government, of necessity, involved the whole 
conduct of the bank, and brought it up for consid- 
eration. His idea of the power given to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury was, that it was to be exer- 
cised by him in case of any misconduct whatever 
on the part of the bank. 


i 


In answer to the argument that the bonus paid || 


by the bank was the consideration given for the 
deposites, Mr. R. contended that it was given as 
the quid pro quo for the chartered privileges, the 
banking monopoly; the Government having re- 
strained itself from establishing any other bank; 
that the deposites were not considered as a source 
for enlarging its discounts indefinitely, nor as a 
privilege or advantage altogether, but a charge for | 
safe-keeping, and further, that it was the intention | 
of the Government to reserve to itseif, by the 16th 
section of the bank charter, the absolute control 
over the public moneys; that the Secretary had 
the general authority to deposite or withdraw them 
whenever he should think proper; that it was 
most extraordinary that‘Congress was not more 
explicit in their language, if their meaning had | 
been otherwise than to give the broadest and most | 
extensive power to the Secretary. The language 
was as general as it could be to empower the Sec- 
retary to remove, for any reasons growing out of 
the conduct of the bank. Mr. R. then went into 
a detailed account of the conduct of the bank in 
relation to the payment of the three per cent. Gov- | 
ernment stocks, amounting to six millions. That 
although it had due and timely notice from the | 


Secretary of the wishes of the Government in this |! 


particular, and although it had nine millions of | 
public money in its vaults, it was unable or | 
unwilling to pay six; that at the bank’s request 
the Secretary postponed the time of payment, and 
then, when the ultimate day of payment was ap- | 
proaching, it sought to attain its object in another 
manner to thwart the wishes of the Government | 
by secret arrangements with her creditors. That | 
by these acta it proved itself incapable of paying, 
and. interposed to defeat the great object of the 
Government. Mr. R. contended that if,in making 
this arrangement, the bank had become insolvent, 
the Government would have lost their funds, and 
therefore this conduct itself was sufficient to justify | 
the removal of the deposites. Mr. R. argued at; 
length upon the palpable violation of the charter | 


by the bank, in excluding the Government direct- 
ors from a participation in its affairs; that the Gov- 
ernment stock was entitled to a representation; that 
those directors were provided by Congress for that 
purpose; that the charter required the business of 
the bank to be transacted by not less than seven 
members, and yet that the whole business of dis- 
counting was confided to the committee, on ex- 
change, composed of directors elected by the pres- 
ident himself; that the whole of its operations 
were covered by a veilof impenetrable mystery, 


j and that the manifest object of Congress in seeking 


to guard against such an event, by providing the 
transaction of business should be by seven direct- 
ors, was frustrated and lost. He further contended 
that the institution was designed for the good of 
the people and the nation at large, and nothing else, 
and above all things it ought to abstain from the 
politics of the country. Yet ina period of sixteen 
months its private accounts rose from forty to sev- 
enty millions of dollars, all of which was justly 
considered by the President and Secretary as 
having been done for political effect, since it was 
this enormous extension of its loans which pre- 


| vented the bank from paying her honest debts. 


And in answer to the argument that these loans 
were made necessary by the extraordinary amount 
of imports at that time, he contended that excess 
was stimulated by the excessive liberality of the 
bank. Then the authority given to the president of 
the bank to expend its funds for the purchase and 
circulation of political pamphlets was unexampled 
in banking operations. It was a public instituton, 
and had no right to make any such defence, except 
as regarded the public interests. The press and 
the various-other public channels by which public 
opinion could be operated upon, were amply suffi- 
cient for defending it. Some of the publications 


| which had issued at its expense, particularly that 


alluded to by the gentleman from Missouri, was 
filled with party politics throughout, and with the 
most abusive epithets and coarsest ribaldry. The 


tions—its profits depended upon its recharter. It 
was the first instance in banking where a political 
fand had been placed under the direction of the 
president for any purpose. He was glad the at- 
tention of the people had been called to the subject 
by the Executive, and he should regret if Congress 
would countenance such an appropriation of its 
funds. He thought enough had been said to show 
that the bank had forfeited all claim to the advant- 
ages of the deposites, that the Secretary was justi- 
fied in removing’them; and having shown a legal 
authority in him for doing the act, he might termi- 
nate the discussion, but that it was necessary to 
consider certain grave and important constitutional 
questions which had been urged. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to reply at length to the 
charge of the Executive invasion of the legislative 
power over the purse—the alarming cry of the 
union of the purse and sword. What, he asked, 
was the power of the purse? It was the power 
of raising a fund by means of taxes, and appro- 
priating it. In England the sword was in the 
hand of the King. He had the power of declaring 
war, although the Parliament withheld or fur- 
! nished the supplies as they pleased. It was not so 
here. All this was withheld from the President, 
and placed within the power and control of the 
Congress of the United States, both the purse and 
the sword were in Congress. Before the United 


pleased ; and was this an encroachment on the 
public purse? In reply to the argument that the 
bank itself was the Treasury, Mr. R contended 
that if it were so, it was only so sub modo—while 
the Secretary choose the money should remain 
there. But this was a mistake. The Treasury 


the charge and condition of keeping the moneys. 
| The Treasury was where the moneys were, in the 
legal custody of the Treasurer. 


| was required to furnish a true account of the 
| moneys in the Treasury, not in any one bank er 
i particular place, but wherever they might be. 
| What, then, he inquired, was the true effect of the 


| Treasury, subject to the control of the Treasurer 
Were they any more out of the Treasury in the 


interests of the bank were involved in the elec- 


| States Bank was established the Secretary of the | 
|| Treasury could deposite the money where he 


had no fixed locality; it was not a given place, but | 


By the act estab- | 
lishing the Treasury Department the Secretary | 


removal of the deposites? Were they not in the |, 


| State banks than in the United States Bank? And 
yet we were told they were in the uncontrolled 
power of the President of the United States, and 
| general denunciations were uttered against ‘the 
Executive for the exercise of this power, which 
were not justified by a sober. view of the case. 
Mr. R. read more at length from the opinions 

of Patrick Henry, part of which had been cited 
by Mr. Cray, to show that those opinions were 
not in any manner applicable to the removal of the 
deposites. He also adverted to the argument that 
| the President had not only usurped the power of 

the purse, but had interfered with the appropriate 
duties of one of the departments. He said he 
was as much opposed to the executive power as 
any man, but he would always maintain the proper 
| distribution of power made by the Constitution. 
Mr. R. then went into an elaborate exposition of 
the theory of executive power. He reverted to the 
debates in the Convention of 1789, which formed 
the Constitution, to show that the members of that 
enlightened body were in favor of a single execu- 
tive head, to whom was committed a sole and 
undivided responsibility; that throughout the de- 
bates it would be seen that the Constitution, and 
not the laws, gave the President the power of 
superintending and controlling the officers of Gov- 
ernment in the performance of their duties. He 
read from the opinions of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
Madison, Fisher Ames, and others, expressed in 
various letters and public documents, proving that 
they considered the Chief Magistrate as responsi- 
i ble for the acts of all the executive departments; 
that this responsibility was looked to as the great 
security of the people; and that of consequence he 
possessed the unqualified power of superintending 
and controlling the executive departments; and 
that his general duty was, to see that the laws . 
were faithfully executed, not by force, but by the 
intervention of the subordinate officers of Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. EWING then took the floor, and 

an adjournment; which was carried. 


moved 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 20, 1834. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Franx.in, its Clerk, stating 
that that House had passed several bills, the titles 
of which were read, and the concurrence of the 
Senate asked, 

Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of the executor 
of Stephen Morris, deceased. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. presented’ the fol- 
lowing resolutions, passed by the Legislature of 
New Jersey, which were read -and laid upon the 
table, and, on motion of Mr. HILL, were or- 
dered to be printed: 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas the present crisis in our public affairs 
calls for a decided expression of the voice of the 
people of this State; and whereas we consider it 
the undoubted right of the Legislatures of the sev- 
eral States to instruct those who represent their 
interests in the councils of the nation, in all mat- 
ters which intimately concern the public weal, and 
may affect the happiness or well-being of the peo- 
i| ple: Therefore, ~ 

1. Beit resolved by the Council and General Assem- 
bly of this State, That while we acknowledge, with 
feelings of devout gratitude, our obligations to the 
i great Ruler of nations for his mercies to us as a 
i| people, that we have been preserved alike from 
| foreign war, from the evils of internal commotions, 
; and the machinations of designing and ambitious 
| men, who would prostraté the fair fabric of our 
‘| Union, that we ought, nevertheless, to humble 
| ourselves in His presence, and implore His aid for 
the perpetuation of our republican institutions, 
and for a continuance of that unexampled pros- 
perity which our country has hitherto enjoyed. 

Q. Resolved, That we have undiminished confi- 
dence in the integrity and firmness of the vener- 
able patriot who now holds the distinguished post 
of Chief Magistrate of this nation, and whosé 
i: purity of purpose and elevated motives have so 
often received the unqualified approbation of a 
, large majority of his fellow-citizens. 
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3. ‘Resolved, That we. view with agitation and 
alarm the existence and gigantic power of a great 
“moneyed incorporation, which threatens to embar- 
rass the operations of the Government, and by 
means of its unbounded influence upon the cur- 
rensy of the country, to scatter distress and ruin 
throughout the community, and that we therefore 
solemnly believe the present. Bank of the United 
‘States ought not to be rechartered. : 

4, Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be 
instructed, and our members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be requested to sustain, by their votes 
and influence, the course adopted by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, Mr. Taney, in relation to 
the Bank of the United States, and the deposites 
of thé Government moneys, believing, as we do, 
the course of the Secretary to have been constitu- 
tional, and that the public good required its adop- 


jon. 
' 5. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
forward a copy of the above resolutions to each of 
our Senators and Representatives from this State 
in the Congress of the United States. a 
House or ASSEMBLY, January 11, 1834. 
These joint resolutions having been three times 
read and compared in the House, 
Resolved, That the same do pass. 
By order of the House: 
DANIEL B. RYALL, 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. 
In Counci, January 11, 1834. 
These joint resolutions having been three times 
read in the Council, 
. Resolved, That the same do pass. 
By order of the Council: 
MAAHLON DICKERSON, 
Vice President of the Council. 


‘Petitions and memorials were presented by Mr. 
EWING, Mr. MANGUM, Mr. CHAMBERS, 
Mr. GRUNDY, and Mr. WEBSTER, which 
were severally referred. Among them was a peti- 
tion from sundry citizens of Maryland and the 
District of Columbia, praying that the bridgeacross 
the Eastern Branch may be made free. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
CHAMBERS: - 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of || 


Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of continuing the improvements of Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, from the Executive offices to 
Georgetown. 
_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 

tion: 3 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate, provided any inform- | 
ation in his power or pussession will enable him 
to give the information, whether the Government 
directors of the Bank of the United States for the 
year 1833 have continued to act as directors in the 
year 1834. . 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
` WHITE: : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he | 


hereby is, requested to furnish to the Senate an 
estimate of the number of Indians that will proba- 
bly emigrate during the present year, from the coun- 
try naw occupied by the Creeks, to the country | 
assigned them west of the river Mississippi; and | 
also, a detailed estimate of the sums of money 
which may be necessary during the present year, i 
to comply with the various stipulations of the | 
treaty made with the Creek Indians. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 


tions, adopted at a meeting of citizens of Boston; 
which were read, and referred to the Committee 
of Finance. . 

Mr. EWING having the floor upon the main 
question, in relation to the removal of the depos- 
ites, gave way for a short time, at the request of 
Mr. CALHOUN, who rose to correct Mr. Rives 
in relation to part of his speech delivered on Friday 
last. 

Mr. RIVES made some remarks in reply, after 
which 


and after some time gave way to a motion by Mr. 
SMITH to adjourn. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 20, 1834. 


The early part of the day was occupied with the 
presentation of petitions and memorials. They 
were chiefly of a private or local nature—em- 
bracing claims on the revolutionary pension fund, 
requests to have roads, &c., constructed, &e. | 

Among the memorials presented may be noticed 
one by Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey, com- 
plaining of the manner in which the Legislature 
of that State have resolved relative to the United 
| States Bank; asserting that they had been elected 

pending the mooting of the topic affecting that 
| bank by the Governor of that State, and inferring 
that, therefore, they but spoke the sentiments’ of a 


arty. . 
| i Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, presented 
a memorial from the bank at Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, complaining that the pecuniary 
| pressure had arrived at the fnterior of that State, 
and requesting relief. 

Three petitions were presented praying that 
Congress would adopt some means for the effect- 
ual and exemplary abolition of slavery within the 
District of Columbia 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from 
Robert Mayo, stating that he had issued proposals 
to print an analytical digest of the laws of the 
: Union, and requesting that the House would sub- 
scribe to the work, 

Mr. CARR presented a memorial from the 
' Legislature of the State of Indiana, relative to the 
| great western mail route between Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and St. Louis, in Missouri; which, upon 
| his motion, was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. ; 

The petition of Benjamin Roach, of Missis- 
sippi, praying permission to relinquish certain 
lands purchased by him at Mount Salus land of- 


| reasons therein stated, was referred to the Com- 
! mittee on Public Lands, 

Mr. PLUMMER presented the petition of Silvia 
C. Vick, on behalf of the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of Hartwell Vick, late of the county of 


| grant of two sections of land in lieu of a tract of 
land purchased by said Hartwell Vick during his 
i lifetime. Referred to the Committee on Private 
: Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
of Hartwell Vick on the same subject. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 


H 
| King, deceased, heretofore presented to Congress, 
| praying an allowance for money expended and 
| services rendered as Assistant Commissioner of 
| Issues during the revolutionary war, be referred 
| to the Committee on Revolutionary Clairas. 


a communication from the Secretary of State rela- | 
tive to patents, ` i 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee | 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Eliza P. Hickman. | 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to state that he was pre 
vented by circumstances from moving, this morn 
ing, that the Senate proceed to the consideration j 
of executive business, but he desired to give notice | 
that he would do so to-morrow. H 

He took the present occasion to say, tbat a par- | 
agraph which had just appeared in a morning paper | 
in relation to the Government directors of the Uni- 


ted States Bank was unfounded both in law and in |: 


fact.. The directors appointed last year hold over i 
and are stiil in office. | 
Mr. WEBSTER then submitted some resolu- ! 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 


! documents in support of the claim of the heirs of 
| Elisha W inter and sons to a tract of land granted 
o them by the Baron de Carondolet, Governor 
: General of the Provinces of Louisiana and West 
: Florida in 1797, heretofore presented to Congress, 
| be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims. : 

| On motion of Mr. E. WHITE, 

| Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
: ency of makingan appropriation for enclosing the 
i lot of the custom-house and Federal court in New 
| Orleans, and providing the indispensable accom- 

mođations. 


Mr. EWING proceeded in the general debate, | 


fice, and locate other lands in lieu thereof, for | 


Warren, Mississippi, deceased, praying for the | 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Henry | 


jl 


“On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of an appropriation of money, or agrant of lands, 
to be applied to the opening of a road through the 
public lands, from the rapids of Grand river, in 
Michigan Territory, by Fort Wayne, Winches- 
ter, Centreville, and Connersville, to Lawrence- 
burg, in Indiana; and of a like appropriation for 
making a road through the public lands, from 
Oxford, in Ohio, by Liberty, Milton, New Castle, 
Munceytown, and Goshen, in Indiana, to Edwards- 
burg, in Michigan Territory, upon the principles 
of a bill (No. 241) reported to this House upon 
this subject at the first session of the last Congress, 
and that the memorials of the Legislature of Indi- 
ana in reference to this subject, heretofore pre- 
sented, and upon the files of the House, be referred 
to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
the town of Lafayette, on the Wabash river, a 
port of entry. , 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the commencement 
of the works of the first and second class pro- 
jected by the Board of Engineers for the defence 
of the river Patapsco and the city of Baltimore. 


On motion of Mr. LANE, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


| and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


expediency of establishing a post route from Law- 
renceburg, inthe county of Dearborn, to the town 
of Versailles, in the county of Ripley, in the same 
State. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of renewing a warrant for 400 acres of land, 
which was granted to Evan Edwards in 1827, 
and which has been lost, and still remains unsat- 
isficd. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for running and marking the 
boundary line between the State of Georgia and 
the Territory of Florida. 

Mr HAWES moved a call of the House. Neg- 
atived. 

Mr. C. C. CLAY remarked that a call was 
necessary, as there did not appear to be à quorum, 
present. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, the 
message of the President respecting the disputed 
boundary-between Florida and Georgia was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLUMMER moved to suspend the rule, 
in order to permit the States to be called for reso- 
lutions. Lost. 4 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the question being on the 
amendment subraitied by Mr. Jonus, asan amend- 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. McDur- 
FIE, viz: to add to the motion of reference the fol- 
lowing instructions to that committee: ‘* Inquire 
‘into the expediency of depositing the revenue 
‘ hereafter collected in the State banks in the dif- 


on ; ‘ fere 5 is collected, i = 
| Resolved, That the petition and accompanying || ferent States where the same is collected, in pro 


‘portion to their respective capitals paid in, and 
‘to prescribe the terms on which the same shall 
‘be deposited, and to report by bill or other- 
t wise.” 

Mr. SEABORN JONES, of Georgia, rose and 
addressed the House in support of his motion. Jf 
he had consulted his own feelings only, he would 
not (he said) have troubled the House at all with 


j his views on this question; but he felt it to bea 


duty which he owed his constituents. [He had not 
the vanity to believe that anything which he could 
offer would induce any gentlemen to change their 
opinion, but he hoped that the facts and principles 
which he should bring before them would persuade 
those whose minds were not finally made up to 
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conform their opinions to those facts and prin- 
ciples. He could notsay with the gentleman from | 
Virginia who preceded him, [Mr. Moorg,] that} 
he belonged to no party. He did belong to a party 
which the President is supposed to have prostrated 
in the dust. He had beionged, also, to the Jeffer- 
son party which produced the glorious political 
Revolution in this country. He belonged to that 
S.ate-Rights party which was said to be prostrated 
in the dust, but which, like Anteas, had arisen 
from the earth with fresh strength for the struggle. 
The proclamation he considered as akin in princi- 
ple to the alien and sedition laws, and fraught with | 
the most high-toned Federal sentiments. But what 
the gentleman disapproved in the President he [Mr. | 
Jones] entirely approved—the veto of the bill re- 
newing the bank charter. This act was the bright- 
est plume in the crown of the President’s glory. 
He had magnanimously thrown himself into the 
breach, and won the approbation of posterity. It 
was not his belief that the Government was in- 
tended to act upon the States. He referred to the 
fable of the wind and sun striving which would 
strip the traveller of his cloak. The wind blew, 
but served only to induce the traveller to wrap his | 
cloak the closer aroundhim. The sun’s mild rays | 
soon overcame him, and induced him voluntarily 
tolay aside what could not be forced from him. The 
moral he drew from this was, that the Government 
of the United States should only be felt in kindness 
by the States. Thus much he was compelled to 
say to show wherein he agreed and disagreed 
with the gentleman from Virginia. Before he pro- 
ceeded to discuss the question in the manner he 
had proposed to himself, he would ask leave to 
attend to a few of the preliminary remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Biyney.} The 


gentleman informed us that but a short time ago, || 


from the influence of the United States Bank, the 
country was in a state of unparalleled prosperity; | 
commerce, agriculture, and manufactures, were all 
flourishing. But suddenly, as if touched by the | 
magic wand of a wizard, all this prosperity dis- 


appeared; and fortunate for the country was it, in || ! 
| want of confidence in the permanence of the pres~ 


Mr. Joxes’s opinion, that the country was so 
touched. 

Under the Circean enchantments of the bank, | 
the country enjoyed a fleeting and delusive-pros- 
perity. But suddenly the spell was dissolved, and 
we had awakened to the sober realities of our 
situation. We found ourselves slaves; and those | 
to whom the bank belongs we found to be our | 
lords and masters. He would read a few remarks 
made by a man who was now gone, but who would | 
Jong live in the veneration of his country, [Mr. | 
John Randolph,} in his speech on granting the 
original charter of this bank. Ele then read from 
that speech a passage in which Mr. Randolph re- 
marks that, if he must have a master, he would 
have something that he could respect. Fie would 
prerer a master with epaulettes to one with a quill | 

ehind his ear. We were told by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that, if the bank was engaged | 
in political schemes, if it aided. in putting forth | 
scurrilous publications against the President, he 
would be ready to join in the denunciation of the 
institution. Without stopping to inquire whether 
those charges were true or not, he would ask the 
gentleman how far, in that case, he would join in 
the denunciation? Would he simply say to the 
bank, this is your only offence, and we wiil there- 
fore overlook it for the sakeof the good you have 
done, or would he join us in punishing the bank 
for malversation? Another observation of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania did credit to his 
understanding and his heart; he referred to the | 
remark that, if the bank was not to be rechartered, 
nor one like it, the deposites might as well be re- 
moved now as some time hence; that the bank and 
the country were as well prepared for the removal 
‘now as they ever would be. Mr. J. hoped that no 
consideration of the convenience of the bank to the 
country in carrying on exchange, nor any reasons 
whatever would induce us to recharter the bank. 
Uf the bank was not to be rechartered, this was the 
best time that could be taken, he believed, for re- 
moving the deposites; and he would admit that, if 
the bank was to be rechartered, this was the proper 
time to restore the deposites. The restoration and 
the recharter was one and the same question; for 
if we restored the deposites, it would be vain to 
resist the recharter. He, therefore, attacked the 


measure at the threshold. He would defend the 
outposts, and then he would know that the citadel 
was safe. He here called the attention of the 
House to the figures and calculations of the gentle- 
man, which were produced by that gentleman for 
the purpose of showing the magnitude of the oper- 
ations of the bank; and showed, at some length, 
that the sum of the operations was greatly exag- 
gerated by the enumeration of the same operation 
several times. He then passed to the argument 
urged by the gentleman from Pennsylvania in favor 
of the course taken by the bank to meet the pay- 
ment of the deposites. He tells us that the bank 
was obliged to keep its specie to sustain its circu- 
lation. What was that circulation? Only eighteen 
millions; less than double the amount of the specie 
retained in the vaults of the bank. Now, he 
recollected that the president of the bank said, on 
oath, when the paper circulation was twenty-two 
millions, that five millions of specie was suficient 
to sustain it, and hence the bank had sent a part 
of its specie to Europe. He believed, with Mr. 
Biddle, five or six millions iri specie was sufficient 
to supporta currency of twenty-two millions; and 
he could not believe that it now required ten millions 
to sustain a currency of eighteen. He thought, 
therefore, that the bank had not acted solely with 
a view to self-defence. Weare told that the in- 
dustry of the country must stop unless the deposites 
be restored. But there were other causes which 
had, in his opinion, contributed more to the general 
distress than the removal of the deposites. The 
cash payment of duties, added to the reduction of 
the currency by the bank, was sufficient to account 
for the pressure upon the money market. We are 
told, from high authority, that another cause was, 
the want of confidence in the stability of the present 
state of things. W ho created this uncertainty, but 
the advocates of the restoration of the deposites? 
The capital exists, whether in one bank or another, 
and every one knows that the State banks are 
willing to lend money on their deposites. Could 


| any bank do more? 


Mr. J. perfectly agreed in the opinion that 
ent state of things, was the main cause of the con- 
tinuance of the pressure. Let this House act, 
then, and confidence will be restored. Let this 
House declare that the deposites shall remain 
where they are. 

Mr. J. said he would call the attention of the 
House to the nature of the contract made with the 
bank; and, in answer to an argument put by Mr. 
Moore, of Virginia, contended, from the conduct 
of Mr. Secretary Dallas, that it was no part of the 
bargain between the Government and the bank, 
that the bonus of $1,590,000 was paid as a con- 
sideration for the bank having any right to the 
public deposites. It appeared, that in 1815, a 
communication had been made by the President to 
Congress, on the subject of the currency; in con- 
sequence of which a committee was raised, having 
at its head Mr. J. C. Canruoun. After some de- 
liberation as to what remedy should be applied 
to restore the currency to a sound state, the com- 
mittee came to the conclusion that it was necessary 
for that purpose to establish a Bank of the United 
States, and the chairman was directed by the com- 
mittee to ascertain the opinions of Mr. Dallas, 
whose financial abilities were duly estimated. Mr. 
Catuoun accordingly addressed him a letter, re- 
questing information; to which his reply was given 
immediately, with that opinion upon the six fol- 
lowing points, viz: On the amount of capital neces- 
sary for the bank; its government, privileges, and 
duties; organization; the bonus to be paid for 
granting the charter; and, lastly, such measures 
as should be taken by Government to aid in the 


| establishment of the institution. For the present, 


it was not necessary for him to refer to more than 
what was stated in the opinion in reference to the 
bonus. Upon this, Mr. D. expressly stated “that 
‘it was to be paid for the exclusive privileges to 
‘be granted to the stockholders for the space of 


“twenty years;” and there was-nothing in it to | 


warranta supposition that the right to the depos- 
ites was one of the considerations for which the 
bonus was paid. They were rather considered as 


' an incidental benefit; for farther on, with a pro- 


hetic eye as to futurity, it would be seen that he 
had expressly stated that the deposites were abso- 
lutely, and almost in terms, excluded from being 


advantages to be derived from the bank, the col- 
lection and transfer of the public revenue, and that 
| of the keeping of the deposites; and there was.no 
, Claim of right, therefore, as to them, inserted in the 
charter, although there was a clause by which the 
bank was ‘bound to transfer the public money as 
| the exigencies of the Government should make it 
necessary. It might be asked, in reference to this 
obligation to transfer, how could the money be 
transferred, if there was not thereby an implied 
obligation that the deposites had been previously 
secured? But he thought that this could be effected 
| by the Secretary of the Treasury—in whom the 
i control lay, and wanting such a transfer much— 
presenting a check on the State banks for that 
; purpose, and that the Bank of the United States 
| were bound, under their stipulations, to make the 
| transfer. He,and everybody who knew Mr. Cal- 
| houn, would acknowledge the keenness and accu- 
i racy with which he understood these matters,and 
it was clear that he had not thought that the de- 
| posites were a part of the bargain for which the 
bonus was paid, or it would have been inserted in 
the charter. From this omission, he argued at 
length, that the bank had not, by the contract, any 
right to them, and contended that they would not 
have been named in the charter at all, if Con- 
gress had not in their discretion, by a subsequent 
clause, determined that they should put some 
limit to the power given by them to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. It was admitted by the advo- 
cates for the bank, that the Secretary had the right 
to remove the deposites upon the failure of the 
bank, in complying with their stipulation to trans- 
| fer, or to pay over the public money when demand- 
ed. But.ifthe cbjection to the Secretary’s acting 
| was closely canvassed, it would appear from this 
that he could not act, until after the commission of 
| an act by which the charter itself was violated: for 
: how was he to ascertain that the depository was 
| unsafe until he had established it by proof? Mr. 
| Webster, who drew the clause in the charter, never 
understood that the bank had the right to hold the 
| deposites until proof had been made that they 
| were inan unsafe institution, or he would have 
| used other language than he did. He could not 
| assent to the doctrine that the Secretary was bound: 
| to satisfy the bank for the exercise of the power of 
removal vested in him by the charter, for the Sec- 
retary was only bound to satisfy the representatives. 
of the people; and if they were satisfied, that was 
sufficient for him, as it would be altogether useless 
for him to endeavor to satisfy the bank that the: 
deposites ought to be removed fromit. He trusted 
that they would come to the conclusion that he 
did, that the Secretary had the right to exercise 
this power, in pursuance of the discretion vested 
in him, and that the reasons rendered by him for 
so doing were sufficient. Fle contended that there 
were other reasons than those admitted by the 
friends of the bank, which would justify the action 
of the Secretary, and these were, whenever the 
bank should do any act having a tendency to in- 
| jure the Government; to destroy the purity of elec- 
tion; prevent the Government of its due influence, 
| or sought to make unconscionable gains at its ex- 
pense; and above all, when the interests of the peo- 
ple should require it. To sustain his views as to 
the construction of the charter, he called the atten- 
| tion of the House to the recorded opinions of Mr. 
Secretary Crawford, in 1817, 1818, and 1823, on 
this sybject, as he was, if not the ablest, certainly 
| inferior to none of his predecessors or successors 
| in office, and hefelt ita high gratification, as he had 
| been the friend of his boyhood, as well as of his 
| maturer years, to find that he was quoted on all 
| sides, as one of their ablest financiers. These 
| opinions, as to the power of the Secretary and 
: upon the constitutional law, had been so recently 
| given, it was not necessary for him to do more 
than remind the House of them. Mr. Crawford 
was not alone in his opinions, for they found Mr. 
Secretary Ingham had reiterated the same opinions, 
and that he told the bank, if they should interfere 
| with the Government, or with the elections, that he 
| would exercise the power now claimed. He told 
Mr. Biddle, in terms, if the bank entered the politi- 
| cal arena, he would exercise the power placed in 
| his hands. Did Mr. Biddle then deny that right? 
| Not at all. It had been urged that this power 


| so considered, for he includes, amongst others, as 


| vested in the Secretary was too great; thata scire 
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facias ought to have been issued, &c. But on re- 
ferring to the report of 1819, presented by the com- 
mittee, of which Mr. Spencer, of New York, was 
chairman, to inquire into the malversation of the 
bank at that time, they would find, that after the 
various matters had been enumerated, the conclu- i 
sion ‘was substantially ‘that the bank had violated 
its charter,that it was unnecessary to issue a scire 
- facias; as the powers vested in the Secretary of the 
"Treasury were fully sufficient, if the stockholders 
of the bank, or the directors thereof, should not 
correct the evils then charged against it.” Thus 
Congress had then thought, and they had the other 
precedents of Secretary Crawford and of Secretary 
Ingham to sustain the same opinion. 

Mr. J. next called the attention of the House to 
the statement made, that one reason why the old 
Bank of the United. States was not rechartered 
was, that it was interfering in politics, and this 
had been denied; but his friend, the member from’ 
Tennessee, [Mr. Pozx,] had only urged that it 
had been suspected of this. He would now re- 
mark that, if it were innocent, they had the highest 
possible authority to satisfy them that these sus- 
picions were correct; for Mr. Clay, upon his going 
home, after voting for the chartering of the present 
bank, had expressly stated to his constituents that 
one of the considerations whith induced him not 
to sustain it was that it had abused its powers, 
and had sought to subserve the views of a political 
party; which charges, though denied by its friends, | 
were yet, in his judgment, fully borne out; and the 
member from Pennsylvania [Mr. Binner] would 
have, therefore, the opportunity afforded him 
either of denying the charge, or joining, as he 
asserted he would do, in its denunciation. Mr. J. | 


was proceeding, when he gave way at the sugges- || 


tion of 
Mr. POLK, who submitted a motion to adjourn; 
which prevailed. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 21, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a re- 
port from the Secretary of State, responsive to the 
resolution of Mr. PoinpexTeEr, calling for a state- 
ment of the articles deposited in that department 
which had been received as presents by our foreign 
functionaries. The report was read, referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, on motion 
of Mr. WILKINS, and ordered to be printed. A 
few minutes afterwards, 

Mr. POINDEXTER rose, and hoped that no 
notice of the report would be taken upon the Jour- 
nals. He asked that the report and accompanying 
documents would be returned to the department; 
it was not made in compliance with the resolution, 
The resolution asked this information of the Ex- 
ecutige, and there was a discrepancy in the pro- 
ceedings by reason of the response coming from 
another quarter. .He hoped no notice would be 
taken of the report. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, and Mr. FORSYTH 
made a few remarks in reply to Mr. POINDEX- 
TER; wher the latter gentleman intimated that 
his object had been achieved by the information 
asked for being furnished; and thatif any Senator 
objected, he would not press the matter. 

Mr. FORSYTH. I object. y i 

Mr. POINDEXTER. Then, sir, I withdraw- 
the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Commissioner of the 
Land Office relative to private land claims. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs; Mr. BELL, from the Committee on || 
Claims; Mr. HENDRICKS, from the same com- 
mittee; Mr. BROWN, from the same committee; 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims; Mr. WRIGHT, from the 
Committee on Claims; and Mr. BENTON, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, made reports 
upon various private bills and petitions. 

Memorials and petitions, generally of a private 
nature, were presented by Messrs. McKEAN, 

TIPTON, BENTON, and BIBB; which were 
generally, without reading, re‘erred to the usual 


committees, 


| opinion, It was certain there had hitherto been a | 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Kyicur, on 
Thursday, relative to the engraving and printing 
a chart of Narraganset bay, being under consid- | 
eration, 

Mr. KNIGHT stated that since he had offered 
the resolution, he had understood that the chart 
had been engraved, and he asked to modify it so 
as to call for the printing of 1,000 copies. 

Mr. FORSYTH remarked that this was cer- 
tainly a small affair, but he would at least like to 
know for what purpose the multiplication of copies 
was desired. ; 

Mr. KNIGHT replied that Narraganset bay 
was in the public eye as a naval station. A sur- 
vey had been made with that intention. It wasa 
place of very great interest, and the object of the 
resolution was to give everybody an opportunity 
of examining the subject, and estimating the ad- 
vantages of Narraganset bay. He wished to con- 
vince the public of the strong claims which this 
bay had upon the notice of the Government and 
the people. 

Mr. FORSYTH objected to the proposition, as 
involving an expense without a commensurate 
advantage. 

Mr. ROBBINS remarked that Narraganset bay 
possessed preéminent advantages as a naval sta- 
tion. It was superior to any other site on the 
whole Atlantic frontier. It was better caleulated 
as a depot and station from whence to wage a 
maritime offensive or defensive warfare, than any 
other part of the coast. As a station, it was not 
only calculated to repel invasion, but to furnish 
facilities to carry the war into the enemy’s waters 
~to drive him back to his own channels. It was 
a station calculated to reduce the expense of a 
naval war at least one half. The cost of printing 
was trifling: a knowledge of the bay of great im- 
portance. 

Mr. FORSYTH said that he wasreally ashamed 
to rise again, but he could not conceive that any 
good would arise by an expenditure of three or 
four hundred dollars for printing additional copies 
of a chart, when all who had occasion to examine 
it could befurnished atany time. These repeated 
calls for printing involved in the aggregate heavy 
expenditures. He could not conceive that any 
public benefit would be derived from the adoption 
of this resolution, and consequently he should vote 
against it. : 

The resolution was adopted—ayes 23, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the bill 
making appropriations, in part, for the support of 
Government for the year 1834. 

Mr. W. remarked that the bill, when it passed 
the House, contained a provision restricting the 
Senate in the expenditure of the contingent fund 
to its ordinary expenses, and not to the purchase 
or publication of any books, maps, charts, &c., 
and that not adollar could be expended under that 
provision for anything but their ordinary printing 
business. He thought the Senate ought to be 
allowed the privilege of using their contingent 
fund at their pleasure, and he, therefore, moved to 
adhere to the amendment. 

Mr. FORSYTH thought the restriction imposed 
by the House a very necessary one. Very great 
abuses had certainly taken place in theexpenditure 
of the contingent fund. It had been frequently 
appropriated to the purchase and publication of 
books of any kind, whether good or bad, if the. 
owners of them could induce a friend to make the 
motion, believing they were good and useful. He 
recollected, and mentioned several instances of 
such expenditure, and even now there was an 
annual appropriation of $2,500 for purchasing 
Gales & Seaton’s Register of Debates as long as | 
they might choose to publish them. He thought | 
there was no other way to prevent these abuses but | 
by agreeing to therestriction imposed by the House. 

Mr. KANE thought the question was not 


iture of its contingent fund, but whether this | 
body, having ordered certain printing, should pay | 
for it. He agreed with the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that the Senate ought to insist on their 
amendment. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, was of-a different 


disposition to squander thecontingentfund. The | 
same provision had been introduced into similar 


the very idea of a contingent fund. 


bills some years ago, and was a very proper one. 
We had the law before us for our government, and 
why had we ordered this printing? He was in 
favor of the course pursued by the House. 

Mr. WEBSTER viewed the question as affect- 
ing the relative rights of the two Houses; it was 
not in true taste to bein controversy on this sub- 
ject. To restrict the Senate thus, was to negative 
Such a fund 
was, by its terms, to be used as the Senate might 
think fit. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved that the question 
be taken by yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and are as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 
dricks, Kane, Kent, Knight, Linn, McLean, Man- 
gum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
‘Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, and Wilkins—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Morris, Rives, Shepley; Tallmadge, White, and 
Wright—13. 

The special order of the day (Mr. Cray’s reso- 


i lution) was then called up, when 


Mr. EWING continued his remarks until about 
half past two o’clock, when he gave way to Mr. 
WEBSTER, for a motion to proceed to execu- 
tive business. After the consideration of which, 

The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 21, 1834. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, reported a bill 
for the relief of John Bruce. 

Mr, BLAIR, of Massachusetts, a bill for the 
relief of Colonel George Gibson. 

Mr. WARDWELL, a bill for extending the 
provisions of an act supplemental to an act for the 
henefit of the surviving officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution. 

Mr. CHINN, a bill to organize the several fire 
companies in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMER, a bill for the relief of Mr. P. Mix. 

Mr. LEAVITT, abill authorizing the surrender 
of certain bounty lands by soldiers of the Revo- 
lution, that they might locate on others in lieu 
thereof, and for other purposes. 

Mr. McKIM, a bill authorizing the continuance 
of the Cumberland road to Indiana and Illinois, 
and for its repairs, &c. Also, a bill for the relief 
of Tuffs & Clark. 

Mr. SELDEN, a bill for the relief of Stephen 
Kingston. 

Mr. BINNEY, a bill supplemental to the act 
passed for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of 
the United States. 

Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, a bill for the 
relief of Commodore Isaac Hull. 

Mr. LOYALL, a bill for the relief of Humphry 
B. Gwathmay. ` 

All which bills were severally read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. CLAY reported a bill for the relief of Asa 


“Hartfield; which was read twice, and ordered to 


be engrossed for its third reading to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER presented the annual report 
from the State Department of the patents for in- 
ventions taken out, and of those which had ex- 
pired in 1832; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY obtained leave of the House 
to submit the following resolution; which lies on 
the table one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to inform this House what amount of 
money had been received into the Treasury on or 
before the 30th of September, 1832, as proceeds of 
lands embraced in the Louisiana purchase, and 


| which had b i > ib- 
whether the Senate acted unwisely in the expend- |; ag been sold by ihe United Statea; exhib 


iting also a statement of payments from the Treas- 
ury for roads or other improvements within the 
limits of said purchase; also, exhibiting the 
amount of payments by the United States of and 
upon any claim or claims to lands within said pur- 
chase; also, payments and expenditures to obtain 
title to any Indian rights to such lands; also, pay- 
ments to commissioners, officers, &c., who have 
been employed in the management and sale of 
lands within said purchase, &c., so as to exhibit 
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clearly the receipts and expenditures (except the 


original purchase money) for said lands so pur- 
chased by the United States to the day aforesaid; 
also, similar information concerning the lands em- 
braced in the Florida purchase. : 
Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies one day on the table: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
bé requested to cause to be laid before this House, 
if not inconsistent with the public interest, a copy 
of the instructions of Richard Rush, Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
Court of Great Britain, of the 6th of November, 
1817; and also a copy of the instructions referred 
to it his message of the 6:h instant, forbidding 
all the ministers and agents of the United States 
abroad to accept in future, unless previously au- 
thorized by Congress, presents of any description, 
from any foreign State, under any circumstances. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 

The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. Cuiiron, to appoint a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension Jaw, as to embrace 
within its provisions those persoris who were en- 
gaged in the Indian wars down to the year 1794, 
and the amendment of it, by Mr. Bouxpsy, to 
appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the community, 
and how far It ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. PEYTON rose and said, Mr. Speaker, I 
intended to have made my acknowledgments to 
the honorable gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. 
Burees,] for a kindness which others have so 
often received at his hands before. But, sir, 
that gentleman is not in his seat—he was not 
there yesterday morning—and { have no remarks 
to make. The absent and the dead—nature’s bourne 
end ocean waves, alike with me, afford a sacred 
shield. : 

Mr. HARDIN said he did not understand the 
history of the Indian wars in the manner in which 
it was understood by the gentleman from Rhode 
Island. Those wars were the most desperate and: 
bloody which history recorded, and continued, 
without intermission, from 1778 to 1794. He 
went into a recital of some of the principal events 


of those wars, and allowed that they were con- | 


nected with the war of the Revolution, and grew 
out of the hostility of the Indian allies of Great 
Britain. : 
These were not the petty conflicts which the 
entleman from Rhode Island supposed them to 
Be Mr. H. passed a high eulogium on the char- 
acter of the Kentucky militia, as exhibited in the 
Indian wars and during the late war with Great 
Britain. When the Governor of Rhode Island, 
with an army of fifteen men, was hesitating whether 


he could constitutionally take the field or not, the | 


venerable Governor of Kentucky was facing the 
enemy with two thousand of the bravest and 
best of the sons of Kentucky: no constitutional 
scruples were felt there. The gentleman from 
Rhode Island deemed it a reproach to take the 
spoils of his vanquished foe. 
idea from the story of Ajax and Ulysses, but had 
forgotten the part which best applied to the case. 
The Grecian generals awarded the arms to Ulys- 
ses, and left the old vaunting chief in mortification 
anddespair. Mr. H. greatly regretted thatthis sub- 
ject should be attempted to be turned into ridicule. 
‘The people of the West have as strong claims to 
pensions as any in America. He repeated, that 
they bore a part in the revolutionary war, and 
were entitled to the same consideration with those 
who fought on the east side of the mountains. The 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pinckney] 
contended that the whole pension system was un- 
constitutional. Was it unconstitutional to pay 
men who are engaged in the land and naval ser- 
vice of the United States? If they are wounded in 
service, is it unconstitutional to pension them? If 
they die in service, is it unconstitutional to give 
half-pay for five or ten years to their widows? 


Certainly not; and for the same reasons it is not | 


unconstitutional to pension those who have ren- 
dered military services. The military pension 
system was dictated bysound national policy. He 
would never pension officers who were engaged 
in civil service. When a man is ordered to storm 
a battery or scale a fort, if he knows that it is 
unconstitutional for the Government to provide for 


He had taken the | 


| oppressive conduct, had been fairly made out. 


i| < able to obtain I am persuaded that, if the public 


he is wounded, his courage and ardor are damped. 

But if the Government says to him, Go on, we 

will bea father to your family, and take care of 
you, he has no longer any hesitation, and braves 

death without dismay. He hoped never to see 

the time when we should be such sticklers for the 

Constitution that we could do nothing of a useful 

or practical kind. Some remarks had been made 

as to the probable number of the persons who 

would be entitled to pensions under the proposed 

measure. The number of those engaged at dif- 
ferent times in the wars with the Indians did not 

exceed twenty thousand, and of these not more 

than three or five thousand could now be alive; 

but this was a subject proper for the inquiry of a 

committee. 

A message was received from the Senate inform- 
ing the House that the Senate adhered to their 
amendment to the bill making appropriations, in 
part, for the support of the Government. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
Ways and Means—the question being on the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, as an amend- 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. McDur- 
FIE, viz: to add to the motion for reference the 
following instructions to that committee: ‘ In- 
< quire into the expediency of depositing the rev- 
© enue hereafter collected in the State banks in the 
‘ different States, where the same is collected, in 
‘ proportion to theirrespective capitals paid in, and 
t to prescribe the terms on which the same shall be 
© deposited; and to report by bill or otherwise.” 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, resumed his remarks. 

He read some extracts from the speech of Mr. 
Clay against the recharter of the old bank, show- 
ing that Mr. Clay was satisfied that the charges 
made against the old bank of abuse of power, and 


Whether the bank was obnoxious to these charges 
| was net now the question; butthere was sufficient 
proof of their truth to satisfy the honorable mem- 
| ber, whose remarks he had read. Mr. J. then 
passed to the manner in which the transfer drafts 
were made, and expressed the opinion that the 
| Secretary of the Treasury ought to have apprised 
the bank of the existence of the drafts, in the 
weekly lists, and to have stated the contingency 
upon which they would be presented. 

From the circumstances of the times—the pay- 
ment of duties in cash, the transfers, and the cur- 
tailments of discounts made by the banks—great 
distress had befallen the community. It was his 
opinion that the removal of the deposites ought to 
have been made at an earlier period. The time 
chosen was unfortunate, and he believed they could 
have been removed at an earlier period without 
embarrassment to the public, had the President 
acted with less forbearance towards the predeces- 
sor of the present Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. 
Jones here read a passage from the Secretary’s 
report, showing the reasons which governed him 
| in fixing upon the time of removal. Ele says: 

“ It was impossible that the commercial com- 
‘munity could have sustained itself much longer 
‘under such a policy. In the two succeeding 
© months the collections of the bank would prob- 
‘ably have exceeded five millions more, and the 
‘ State banks would have been obliged to curtail 
‘in an equal sum. The reduction of bank accom- 
‘ modations to the amount of nineteen millions of 
‘dollars in four months must have almost put an 
‘end to trade; and before the 1st of October this | 
‘pressure in the principal commercial cities had 
“become so intense that it could not have been 
© endured much longer without the most serious 
‘embarrassments. It was then daily increasing; 
‘and from the best information that I have been 


* moneys received for revenue had continued to be 
‘deposited in the Bank of the United States for 
“two months longer, and it had adhered to the 
‘oppressive system of policy which it pursued 
‘during the two preceding months, a widespread 
‘scene of bankruptcy and ruin must have fol- 
‘lowed. There was no alternative, therefore, for 
‘the Treasury Department, bat to act at once, 


Í his wife and family, if he falls, or for himself, if |! 


€ or abandon the object altogether. Duties of the 
‘highest character would not permit the latter ' 


‘course, and I did not hesitate promptly to resort 
t to the former. : 
“I have stated the condition of the mercantilé 


| *clisses at the time of the removal, to explain 


‘ why it was impossible to postpone it even for a 
‘short period. Under other circumstances I should 


‘have been disposed to direct the removal to take 


‘ effect at a distant day, so as to give Congress an 
£ opportunity of prescribing, in the mean time, the 
‘ places of deposite, and of regulating the security 
‘ proper to be taken.” 

In reply to these views the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has furnished us with the reasons 
which rendéred necessary the curtailments made 
by the bank. He would inquire how far these 
reasons were sufficient for the curtailments. He 
had before him a statement of the specie possessed 
by the bank for a course of several years, and of 
the circulation and discounts of the bank for the 
same periods. From this it appeared that, in 
1824, the bank had six millions in specie, of bills 
in circulation eleven millions, and of discounts 
thirty-three millions; in 1825, the bank had in 


i specie six millions, bills eleven millions, and dis- 
| counts thirty-three millions; in 1826, specie three 


millions, bills sixteen millions, and discounts thir- 
ty-three millions; in 1827, specie six millions, bills 


| Seventeen millions, and discounts thirty-one mil- 


lions; in 1828, specie five millions, bills twenty- 
two millions, and discounts thirty-five millions; in 


| 1829, specie six millions, bills thirteen millions, 


discounts thirty-nine millions; in 1830, bills fifteen 
millions, discounts forty-four millions; in 1831, 
bills eighteen millions, discounts forty-four mil- 
lions; in 1832, specie six millions, bills twenty- 
four millions, discounts sixty-seven millions; and 
in 1833, specie ten millions, bills eighteen millions, 
discounts seventy millions. He called the atten- 
tion to the continual increase of discounts shown 
by this statement. He would also direct the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that six millions in 
specie were, in 1832, deemed sufficient to sustain 
a paper circulation of twenty-four millions; and 
that in 1833, with ten millions in specie, and bills 
amounting only to eighteen millions, the bank 
deems it necessary to curtail her discounts in order 
to sustain the credit of her circulation. The di- 
rectors probably know well what to do in this 
matter, but they ought to give us better reasons 
for their acts. : 
Mr. J. now proceeded to consider the reasons 
offered by the Secretary of the Treasury for his 
act, and he did not entertain a doubt that he could 
fally demonstrate the efficiency of those reasons. 
But here he met the objection that these were.not 
the reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury, but 
of the President, and that the Secretary had no 


| more to do with them than the iron pen with 


which he wrote the order. This, he thought, did 
injustice to the Secretary; and it was a matter of 
surprise to him that the gentleman from South 
Carolina, who was so well acquainted with the 
subject, should have assumed such a position in 
regard to the act of the Secretary. He was no 
apologist for the Secretary, but he was free to 
award censure where it was due, and praise where 
it was deserved. Mr. Duane tells us that the 
President, when on his eastern trip, transmitted to 
him four written opinions on the subject of the 
removal of the deposites, which opinions he had 


| demanded from his Cabinet. 


Mr. McDUFFIE rose to explain. He knew 
that the Secretary honestly entertained the opin- 
ions on which he acted. If the gentleman would 
look at his speech he would find what his views 
were on this subject. His idea was, that when 
the President turns out one officer who will not 
obey his will, and pats in another who is willing 
to obey his will, the President is the author of the 
act which he has in view, no matter whether the 
officer deems the act legal and expedient or not. 

Mr. JONES was happy, he continued, that he- 
had afforded the gentleman from South Carolina 
an opportunity to make this explanation. Lest 
any one should misunderstand the subject, he 
would read Mr. Duane’s published statement. of. 
the opinions expressed by the members of the 
Cabinet. The character of Mr. Taney placed him 
above the suspicion that he would prefer office to 
duty. The President had no right to exercise 
such control as to force his Ministers to agree with 
him; but where they disagreed on vital principles, 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


duty and right to remove 
them. The Secretaries were not responsible to us, 
but to the President, and the President was re- || 
sponsible to the people and to the representatives 
of the people. in support of this position, Mr. 
J. read several passages from the debates in Con- 
gress on the organization of the departments. 

If the President is responsible for the due exe- | 
eution of the laws, it is necessary that those under 
him should be responsible to him for the manner 
in. which those laws are executed, as he may 
direct or judge best. The principles in which the 
laws are executed should be alike maintained by 
all in subordination to the executive government; 
and these principles are based on opinions. he 
President, is, therefore, in a sensible degree affected 
by the opinions of those under him concerning | 
the mode of. executing the laws; and more so, 
eoncerning whether the law should or not have its 
proper efficacy. Having nominated his subordi- 
nates, he is responsible for their conduct in office. 
He has, therefore, properly a control over their | 
opinions relative to the duties of their station; 
and has the power of removal for a contradiction of 
o 
‘And if he has thus constitutionally the power of 
removing whole gangs of those in office under him, 
who can deny him the power of removing one? 

He will merely put the case instanced by Mr. 
Calhoun. Suppose that instead of the Secretary 
of the Treasury being opposed to the removal of 
the deposites, and the President determined in 
favor of them, that the Secretary of the Treasury 
was as determinedly in favor of their being re- 
moved, while the President was decided against 
such a medsure, are there any of the opposite 
party declaiming now in favor of the bank, who 
would not exult at the proper exercise of the con- 
stitutional power vested in the President, of re- 
moving one so opposed in opinion and practice, | 
because such a measure would be coincident with 
their own interests or views? There are, there- 
fore, more spectacles to be found than those of 
Major Jack Downing; which, when turned on the 
patent screws, will enable their user to see things 
adversely from reality; to view in bold relief 
objects discernible only in perspective; to observe 
black things as white; and all as they would be 
desired, not as they in reality exist. We need 
not go to England for these patent spectacles; for 
they are to be found on the floor of the House. 

But it had béen alleged as dangerous that the 
Government should hold purse and sword, and 
asserted that having already the sword, the Ex- 
ecutive, by this removal of the deposites, would 
obtain such a control over the Treasury as to pos- 
sess also the purse. The former part of this 
assertion has been amply disproved by the gentle- 
man from New York, {Mr. Bearpsiey,] who has 
shown that not the executive, but the legislative 
branch of the Government possesses virtually and 
actually the sword; for it possesses the command 
of the Army and Navy, and their equipment, the 
power to declare war and make peace, the right to 
raise taxes and make appropriations; all which are 
properly the duties of that part of any govern- 
ment which can properly be said to possess the 
| And as to that part of the 
assertion which insinuates- that the Executive 
becomes possessed of the purse of the nation by 
ordering the transfer of the deposites from one 
pace to another, it is equally nugatory or invalid; 

ecause the transfer from the United States Bank 
to a State bank is no greater in its effects than the 
transfer from the United States Bank to one of its 
branches, or from one branch bank to another; 


it was the President’s 


indeed, no more than changing the deposites from |; 


one side of the vaults of the banks to another. 
And why?. The Executive can make no demand 
for expenditure on the deposites, wherever situa- 
ted, without a definite appropriation by Congress. 
Thus Congress possesses in reality both the purse 
and the sword of the nation. So that the argu- 
ment concerning the power of the White House 
of the Executive more properly belongs to the 
‘White House of Congress. There is no evil to 
be apprehended from the power of the former till 
the power of the latter be invoked into exertion. 
The loaded ass of Philip was never able to enter 
the walls of a Grecian city till those within were 
prepared to receive him. The heads of any de- 


j 


inion; for it would beget a contrariety of action. || 


partment will not be capable of succeeding in any 


contemplated plan of violating the Constitution, 
till the people themselves become corrupted. So 
was it in every republic of any age. The repub- 
lics of Greece and Rome maintained their pristine 
vigar till the people became corrupted, and dead- 


| ened to a sense of their own degradation. Cesar 


was notable to seize the treasury of Rome till 
the people cried ‘* All hail!” 

The Executive will be unfaithful in the discharge 
of the trust conferred on him by the public, if he 
does not see practised what he judges best. lfany 
Secretary, whether of the Treasury or of any de- 
partment, disagrees with the President, it is then 
a duty which he owes no less to the country than 
to himself, to turn that Secretary out of office. 


country was again involved in war with England, 
and that the British troops were landed in this 
country; suppose thatthe bank had agreed to loan 
arge 
ihis fet became known to the Executive, would it 
not be the duty of the President to order that no 
public funds should continue deposited in the vaults 
of the bank, in order to be so applied to aid and 
abet, comfort and convenience, the arms of the 
common eneniy? If then the Secretary of the 
Treasury should depend on the power with which 
it is alleged the charter arms him, of judging of 
and for himself, concerning the expediency of 
removing these deposites, and should in conse- 
quence persist in refusing to order any transfer, 
would he not be guilty of misprision of treason, 
by free consent, aud subject to impeachment? 

The honorable gentleman next adverted to the 

sufficiency of the various reasons adduced by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as having induced him 
to order the removal of the deposites, in answer 
to the arguments by Mr. Bryney and others. He 
dwelt first on the transaction of the bank relative 
to the purchase and deferring of the three per cents., 
although it was expected the Government would 
redeem that debt. He asserted that the bank was 
responsible for what its agent had done, particular- 
ly when that agent was General Cadwalader, who 
was intimate with the relations and designs of the 
bank—was himself a director; and had even been 
a president pro tem. of the bank. Not till the pub- 
lic indignation was roused by the publication of 
the circular of the Barings of London, did the 
bank think proper to disavow theproceedings. To 
disavow afterwards the proceedings of an agent is 
no uncommon occurrence in commercial as well as 
political transactions. He instanced that of pas- 
sing over the Florida line, and seizing the towns of 
St. Marks and Pensaccla; and when the Spanish 
ambassador complained of the trespass, it was 
found convenient to disavow it, and to throw the 
weight of the responsibility on the agent. So 
was the disavowal in the case of the three per 
cents.; and a similar instance occurred during the 
existence of the old bank in a substitution of two 
millions of debt for another two millions of a dif- 
ferent kind which the Secretary claimed the right 
of redeeming. Thislatter was a feasible objection 
against the former bank; the present charge is 
therefore tenable against the present bank. 

He instanced next the interference in elections, 
and réferred to cases before quoted by Mr. Pox, 
of Tennessee. 

The loans of the bank to different individuals 
connected with the public press, formed his next 
topic of animadversion. These loans, he said, 
were given without any specification as to time or 
security, to responsivility or manner, and given 
evidently to sustain the interests of the bank, and 
to anundefined amount, larger than was required. 
The honorable gentleman here quoted the items 
specified in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the amount of discounts of the bank 
othe 3{st December, 1830, ($42,403,404,) and that 
in 1831, ($63,026,452,) and compared it with thatin 
the May following, ($70,000,000,) to prove that the 
bank had extravagantly enlarged its discounts at 
the time the President delivered his message coun- 
ter to its being rechartered; and this was only four 
years before its charter was expected to expire. 
He compared the account of the Secretary with 
that given by the bank itself, in the report of its 
directors, and showed that the actual increase in 
the amount of the loans at that period was at an 


average of seven millions for four months. He 
also demonstratéd thatas in February. and March, 


Let the case be thus illustrated: Suppose this | 


to the commissary of that army, and that |! 


Jan. 22, 


| 932, the amount of specie was six millions, and of 
i currency twenty-four millions, and the present 
amount of specie ten millions, and of currency 
only eighteen, that the withdrawing of the dis- 
counts of the difference between the present circu- 
lation and the sixty-three or seventy millions, was 
the-real cause of the distress—not removing of the 
deposites. ; 7 

Ele touched cursorily on the-topic of the bank 
having published some documents, &c., which had 
been ordered to be printed and circulated by Con- 
gress, because they contained reports favorable to 
that institution. This he considered a gratuitous 
and unecalled-for act, and that it was evidently an 
exertion of electioneering policy in favor of having 
granted a new charter. Whoever does not per- 
| ceivein the transaction testimony sufficient to war- 
rant such a conclusion, requires more evidence 
than would satisfy him. f 

Mr. J. then discussed the topic of concealing 
the affairs of the bank from the Government 
directors. This was faintly denied by the other 
bank directors, but fully admitted and justified by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Binnev.} 
Here Mr. J. quoted the discussion in Congress at 
the time of appointing Government directors of 
the bank, to prove it was deemed then essential 
! thata national bank should be for. national in- 
terests, and be controlled by the Government of 
the nation; and to prove it could not properly sub- 
serve public interests if its affairs or administra- 
tions were kept close. Yet have the Government 
directors been excluded not only from all partici- 
pation in the management of the bank, but have 
had its proceedings studiously concealed from 
them. The whole executive power of the direct- 
ors has devolved upon the committee of ex- 
change, who have intrusted to them an irrespon- 
sible power. For even Mr. Biddle himself, when 
examined, confessed that that committee need not 
necessarily report its proceedings to the board of 
directors. They had power to order loans with- 
out regard to length of time or security, when and 
to whom they pleased; and hence they were en- 
abled to discount notes of hand for Webb and for 
Burrows, for Noah and for others; to grant facil- 
ities as they judged advantageous to secure the 
advocacy of those connected with tlre public press; 
and to do so in a manner not tolerated in any other 
instance by any banks. Yet all these notes were 
duly recognized by the executive committee; and 
even Mordecai Noah’s authorized, though unen- 
dorsed by Burrows, as it should have been. But 
this was in contemplation of a renewal of the char- 
ter, done precisely at the period necessary to in- 
fluence the public mind when the President deliv- 
ered his message disapproving of the recharter. 

He disproved the allegation of Mr. Binney rel- 
ative to the power of any corporation to delegate 
its authority to others. This delegation is par- 
tial, not entire. If the board of directors institute 
general rules for. the administration of the bank, 
the committee cannot run counter to these rules. 
If the board decree that all transactions shall be 
submitted to a quorum of seven, and that the com- 
mittee infringes this general rule, then is the com- 
mittee wrong, and the administration of the bank 
improper. 

The honorable member from Georgia. continued 
to declaim in detail against the proceedings of the 
bank on the French bill; to show the greater 
responsibility, safety, and stability of depositing 
the public funds in State banks to one bank with 
many heads; of their being more independent of 
the Executive, and therefore of separating moneye 
influence from governmental patronage, and ad~ 
vocated the superior nature and efficacy of the 
amendment he had proposed in lieu of that by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, viz: that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means should be instructed 
to inquire on what terms the different State banks, 


Ce 

Mr. HUNTINGTON having obtained the floor, 
moved an adjournment. 

The House adjourned at half past three o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, January 22, 1834. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of Mr. SHEPLEY, offered on 
Thursday, relative to the amount of tonnage em- 
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Mc. SHEPLEY gave his reasons at length for 
asking theinformation called for by the resolution, 
accompanied with tabular statements of the value 
of trade and the amount of tonnage between the 
Unived States and the British West Indies. 

Messrs. POINDEXTER and KNIGHT also 
made a few remarks, when the resolution was 
adopted. a, 

The resolutions offered on Thursday by Messrs. 
W accaman, Tieton, and Lisy, the resolutions of 
Monday, submitted by Messrs. Cuampens, BEN- 
ton, and Wuure, those offered yesterday by 
Messrs. Waceaman, Porter, Swirt, and SHEP- 
LEY, were severally taken up ard adopted. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported favorably on the petition of sundry 
citizens of Georgia praying that the duty upon iron 
which was about to be imported to construct a 
steamboat may be remitted, in order that the ex- 
periment about being made might be attended with 
as little expense as pessible. 

The bill was read and committed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he should 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Charles G. Hand. l 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of Benjamin Holmes; which, on his 
motion, was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the petition of sun- 
dry officers of the late war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. WILKINS submitted a memorial from a | 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, complaining of | 


the improper conduct of the board of directors of 
the Bank of the United States, approving of the 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury in re- 
moving the public deposites, and praying that 
Congress would not interfere in restoring them to 
the Bank of the United States. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. ` 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. SHEPLEY,TOMLINSON, WILKINS, 
SPRAGUE, and PORTER; which were referred 
to appropriate committees. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
WAGGAMAN, was considered and adopted: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of grant- 
ing acres of land to Major General Phile- 
mon Thomas, in consideration of the military ser- 
vices rendered by him in taking possession of that 


ortion of West Florida included in the district of |) 


aton Rouge. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
LINN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed toinquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the northern boundary line of the State of 
Missouri westward to the Missouri river, and east- 
ward from the rapids of the Des Moines to the 
Mississippi river, and inquire whether the north- 
ern boundary line has been ascertained of the State 
of Missouri according to compact. 

Atoneo’clock Mr. CLA Y moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, being his resolutions upon the removal of 
the deposites. 

Mr. EWING then resumed and concluded his 
remarks; when 


Mr. PRESTON moved an adjournment, but |) 


gave way to 

Mr. WEBSTER, upon whose motion the Sen- 
ate, at five minutes past two o’clock, proceeded to 
executive business. , 

Previous to the galleries being cleared a com- 


munication was laid before the Senate from the | 


President of the United States, in compliance with 


the resolution of Mr. PoinpExTER, relative to pres- į 


ents made to public functionaries resident in for- 


State; which, on motion of Mr. FORSYTH, was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations; 
and, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, was 
ordered to be printed. 

When the doors were opened the Senate had 
adjourned, 


i 
i 
{ 


Wepnespay, January 22, 1834. 
As soon as the Journal was read, 


_Mr. POLK moved to take up the bill making 


; appropriations, in part, for the service of the Gov- 
; ernment during the year 1834. His object was to 
; propose a conference with the Senate in relation to 


| the amendment to which the Senate had adhered, 


and he had no doubt that, through means of a 


; conference, the difficuity might be settled. 


The bill having been taken up, 

Mr. POLK moved that the House insist upon 
the disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, 
striking out the clause relative to the appropriation 


i of the contingent fund of the two Houses to the 


; he was prepared to act. 
any debate, unless it was forced upon him. 
believed that the committee of conference would 


: the question will be finally settled. 


purpose cf printing, and purchase of books, maps, 
wee 

Mr HARDIN said that his impression was, in 
regard to the point of order, that a conference 
between the two Houses could not be asked after 
one of them had adhered. T'he Senate having 
adhered, the House must recede, or lose the bill. 


Kor his part, he would rather recede than lose the 
ill. i 
Mr. POLK. lam not prepared to say that I 


would. As to the point of order, he was satisfied 


i that the motion which he had made was strictly 


in order. The position in which the House was 
placed might be undesirable, but being so placed, 
He should abstain from 
He 


settle the question in the manner in which it ought 
to. be settled, and that it was due to the Senate and 
to ourseives to ask a conference. 

The CHAIR stated that the motion was in order, 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS said, that according to the | 


practice of Congress for the last thirty years, when 
either [Louse announced to the other its adherence, 
there could be no conference. We must either re- 
cede, or adhere dnd Jose the bill; and this practice, 
he contended, had its advantages. The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means has inti- 
mated that if we now insist, and ask a conference, 
I ask, sir, 
where the honorable chairman got his information, 


and I pause for a reply. 


Mr. POLK replied that he had proposed the 


‘conference under the impression that the two 
; Houses would ultimately agree; because, when 
. the confcrees came together, they would find the 


| would agree to it. 


proposition of the House so reasonabie that they 
He had not received any in- 
formation as to the probabie course of the Senate 
from any member of that body. 

Mr. ADAMS thanked the gentleman for the 
information that his impressions were not derived 
from that source. Now, sir, said he, if the gentle- 
man rests upon the reasonableness of his proposi- 
tion, it is my impression that the Senate will not 


agree to it; and he was sure that they ought not. |; 
| What would be the consequence? W hen we send || 
|; fund in this way. 
i 

i 


a message to the Senate asking a conference, tney 
wiil reject it. 


. a quarrel between the two Houses, provoked by 
‘the Senate. He did not expect that the gentleman 
; had this design in view, but that the effect would 


be to put the two kefore the country in that atti- |; 
ii the point of order. 


i tude. The consequences of making such an im- 
| pression on the public mind would, in his opinion, 


He 


be more injurious than the loss of the bill. 


i hoped that we should give up our provision, or 


‘ adhere and let the bill go. 


it would be better to 


i lose this bill, however urgent it may be, and to get 


up another in its place, aiter much inconvenience | 


: from the delay, than to put the two Houses before 


the nation in a quarrelling attitude. — 
my impression that the Senate will reject the con- 


| ference; but that impression has not been derived 


| to it. 


from conversation with any Senator. 
vision introduced into the bill by the House, he 


regarded as useless and insuiting to the Senate; |, 


and the House, in his opinion, ought not to adhere 


eign countries, now deposited in the Department of , and quiet of the nation, required that the House 


shouid recede. If the gentleman was so tenacious 
of the provision, let him bring forward a separate 
bill, and enact it as a general law. f 

Mr. FOOT said the decision of the Chair was 
correct as to the parliamentary rule; but the prac- 
tice had not prevailed in this country. The Senate 


The Senate, by adhering, bad. signified that there 
was something in the bill which was insultiag to 
the dignity of their body, and thatit wasa subject - 
for further consideration. The gentleman from 
Tennessee supposes that the Senate will recede; 
but the record of their proceedings in regard to the 
matter does not encourage the supposit'on.’ Look 
at the vote on the question : 

The CHAIR interposed, and stated that it: was 
not in order to refer to the vote of the Senate, 

Mr. FOOT said the whole object of a conference, 
at this stage of the proceedings, was to put on rec- 
ord the reasons of the two Houses for adhering 
now; he had no reason to give for the course. of 
| this flouse; and he was not willing to put upon 
record that this House had denied to the Senate 
the exercise of a privilege which we claim for our- 
selves. : 

Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, asked 
whether the Chair was of opinion that the motion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee was in order ? 

The CHAIR replied, certainly. In the British 
Parliament it was once the usage not to confer after 
adherence, but that rule had been changed, and it 
was the practice to ask a conference after an ad- 
herence by both Houses. The practice here had 
been different. After an adherence by both Houses 
it had never been the usage to ask a conference. 
But when one House mounted up at once to an ad- 
| herence, and the other did not, the other could ask 
aconference. This last course was taken in two 
prominent instances—in regard to the Missouri 
restriction bill, and the judiciary bill, as he showed 
by reference tothe Journals. Jt was for the House 


| 
| 
i 
| 
f 
H 
| 
| 
! | now admitted that the elause in question was copied 
H 
! 
| 


It will then go before the world as |} y è i 
|: may receive their pay and mileage. t 
i; Houses must quarrel, let it be on some more im- 


I say it is 


The pro- |; 


The honor of the House, and the peace j| 


now to adhere—in which case there could be no 
conference—or to recede, or to insist, and ask a 
conference. 

Mr. EVERETT, after some remarks upon the 
decision of the Chair, remarked that. he had under- 
stood the gentleman from Tennessee to say that 
he had no doubt the Senate would give way. 

Mr. POLK ‘explained. Hehad no doubt that, 
in a conference, the two Houses would agree, and 
he would give a reason for that opinion. The pros 
| vision would be so modified as to impose no fur- 
| ther restriction upon the Senate than upon this 

House. This was the only mode of ascertaining. 
' whether the two Houses could agree without 
i bringing forward a new bill. He asked the con~, 
| ference in order to avoid the adherence, and the 
! consequent loss of the bill. 
Mr. EVERETT understood, he said, that it was 


by inadvertence from the bill of Jast sesgion and 
that the provision was of one year’s standing 
| alone. He had. repeatedly stated to the House, 


| during the progress of th. bill, that the provision 


that of the last year. But it was insisted upon 
that ithad been a standing provision for four years. 


| 

| had not been inserted in any former bill except 
| 
} 


But he objected to any limitation of the contingent 
Let this bill fall, and some 
other way can be provided by which the members 
If the two 


portant point than this. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND made some remarks on 


i Mr. McIXENNAN said, the contingent fund of 


the House was about one hundred and fifty thou- 
! sand doilars, and to restrict the ¥Iouse in its appli- 


| cation, implied a want of confidence in the integ- 


rity of a majority ofthe House: Suppose that the 
House, by unanimous vote, declares that the pur- 
chase of some book, map, or chart, is necessary 
for the instruction of the Elouse, must we then ap- 
ply to the Senate for leave to use a portion of our 
contingent fund for the purchase? Ele was not 
willing to tie the hands of the House in this way, 
| for it implied a want of confidence in the integrity 
of the House. The contingent fund of the Senate 
was only $34,000; but we undertake to say, that 
having no confidence in the Senate, they shall not 


use a dollar of that fund for the purchase of books, 
| &c., without our leave. The restriction was a 
| direct and palpable insult to the Senate. 3 
| Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, considered it 
; almost a loss of time to continue. debating on a 
| trifling amount concerning ‘the contingent ex- 
: penses of the House, rather. than attend to the 
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more important amounts embraced in the general 
appropriations. . 

in answer to a question— 

Mr. POLK said, that the proposed Committee 
of Conference would be empowered either to agree 
in whole or in part with the Senate, or to reject if 

‘they pleased. Or they would be empowered to 
substitute another clause or amendment, as might 
be agreed on by the conferees of both Houses, 
and then ask the concurrence of their respective 
bodies. He considered it better thus to submit 
the views of either House, to avoid the collision 
of both.. He again explained the tendency of the 
obnoxious clause—that it was to confine the com- 
pensation for any books which may be ordered to 
appropriations for the objects specified, not to 
have them paid for from the contingent funds— 
and to prevent either House from making ap- 
propriations without the concurrence of the other, 
as by the Constitution established. The same 
principle contained in the restrictive clause has 
been consecutively adopted by both Houses during 
the last four years, and maintained, with but one 
exception, in the case of a book ordered by the 
House. He had not the slightest intention, by his 
motion, to offer an insult to the Senate; nor was 
it in the contemplation of the House to distrust 
themselves. The motion was in the parliamentary 
course of proceedings, and was meant to adjust 
difference rather than agitate dissension. A con- 
ference being granted can do no harm, and it may 
effect much good. 

Mr. BARRINGER asked the Speaker what 
would be the result if the conference were granted 
by both Houses, and that no agreement resulted. 
Would there be an alternative on the part of the 
House to recede, or would the bill lie on the table 
of the Senate and be lost? ; : 

TheSPEAKER said that the clause of adhering, 
not insisting, being connected with that for the 
conference, would have the effect of placing the 
bill on the table of the Senate in case of refusal 
to compromise. 

Mr. BARRINGER considered it better to insist 
and retain the bill rather than adhere, and have 
it lost in case of refusal. 

Mr. BOULDIWN said he had voted for the pro- 
viso in debate, when it was originally proposed in 
the bill of appropriation for contingent expenses, 
because he expected it would limit the range of 
expenditure uader the head of general appropri- 
ation. But finding that, instead of so limiting, it 
had the effect of actually enlarging those expenses 
and appropriations—because all not specifically 
prohibited are supposed to be countenanced—and 
the prohibition being only on the purchase of books, 
everything analogous to books is supposed to be 
included in the general appropriation for contingent 
expenses: he would, therefore, now reverse his 
vote, acting on the same principle as that which 
induced him originally to support the proviso. 
Every expense not embraced in the particular 
interdiction is countenanced, and therefore may 
adroitly be foisted into the contingent expenses. 
The bill was originally made on the spur of the 
moment, and therefore more obnoxious to error; 
for he remembers that Lord Coke has distinctly 
asserted that few good laws are ever made on the 
spur or excitement of the occasion. The proviso 
of the present bill is a proof of his assertion. 

Mr. BROWN addressed a few words to the 
House, which were inaudible in the reporter’s 
seat, 

Mr. POLK was willing to modify his resclu- 
tion so as to obtain only the committee of con- 
ference, without the clause insisting on the dis- 
agreement, 

Mr. FOSTER considered that the House should 
have a respect for itself as well as for the Senate; 
and that they should have a laudable jealousy for 
the expenditure of the public money. The mem- 
bers of that House are the representatives of the 
people, and from them should all appropriations 
emanate. It was, therefore, the duty of the Senate 
to request the conference after the House had so 
unequivocally disagreed to the amendment on an 
appropriation bill; to receive it as proposed by the 
Ffouse or to reject it in éoto—not certainly to send 
it back with a message that they had adhered to 
their own amendment. He would pfefer that the 
bill should be lost rather than the dignity of the 
House should be lost. The Senate is not respon- 


sible to the country for the appropriations made; | 
courtesy might therefore have prevented them from 
making an amendment; at least from adhering to 
an amendment which met the disapprobation of 
that House, whose duty and right it more imme- 
diately is, to control the expenses of the nation. 
He is reluctant to surrender the principle contained 
in the proviso; and rather than have it lost, he 
desires to have the whole bill lost; and that the 
responsibility should then rest on the other House. 
In a similar discussion in that House, he had ; 
asserted that the contingent fund ought to be more 
properly designated the convenient fund; and this 
he now repeated; for it was too well known that 
it was generally used as a matter of convenience; 
and that a dash of the pen often could draw on it 
for $30,000. He hoped the House would be 
mindful of its own privileges and rights, as wellas 
regardful of the liberties and taxes of the people, 
not to concede the proviso; and he trusted that the 
gentleman from Tennessee would not withdraw his 
motion insisting on the disagreement, if he did not 
withdraw that demanding a conference. 


The debate was continued for some time, when 

The question on the motion being divided, it was 
put on the first part, viz: that the House insist on 
the disagreement, &c., and lost. 

And the second part, viz: that the House re- 
quest a conference, and it was carried in the affirm- 
ative, upon which a committee of five were named 
to act as conferees. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Department for Indian Affairs, 
with a list of persons employed, and their stations, 
&c.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


The House then, by consent, waived the eon- 
sideration of the removal of the deposites, and 
proceeded to take up several engrossed bills which 
were on the Speaker’s table. 

The bill to authorize the construction of the 
branch railroad from Baltimore to Washington, 
coming up for its third reading, 

Mr. CHINN moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, as the 
people of the District were deeply interested in the 
subject, and claimed to be heard upon it before 
that committee. They considered that this would 
lay an annual tax upon all passengers travelling 
upon the road, which ought not to be made; but 
if it was made, that some part of this emolument 
should belong to them, as well as to the State of 
Maryland. ‘ 

Mr. McKIM said that the present bill was only 
a renewal of a former one, which had expired by 
its own ljmitation. This law having been passed 
by the State of Maryland, her Legislature had sub- 
scribed to it $500,000, in consideration of which a 
tax of fifty cents was given to them. He could 
not assent to the justice of the claims of the people 
of the District to any portion of this tax, they not 
having subscribed to it, and the road being through 
a very small portion of the District. - 

Mr. CHINN would not then discuss the right 
of the matter; but he would insist that they had a 
right to be heard upon the bill before their own 
committee. l 

Mr. VINTON rose, not to object to the recom- 
mitment of the bill, but to its being sent to the 
District committee; and he contended that it should 
be sent to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. STODDERT said there were many consid- 
erations of a purely local nature connected with 
the bill, which made the Committee on the District 
the most appropriate one to send it to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to recommitit to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. STODDERT remarked that the bill had 
originally been reported from the Senate’s Com- 
mittee on the District. 

Mr. HEATH opposed both the motions to 
recommit, and advocated its immediate passage. 

After a few remarks from Mr. McKIM, the bill 
was recommitted to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

A bill for the relief of John Hurtell; 

A bill granting certain allowance to officers of 
the marine corps; and 

A bill to establish a pension agency at Decatur, 


in Alabama, and for other purposes, &c., 
Were severally read the third time, and passed. ' 


The bill making appropriations for the Indian 
Department of 1834, coming up for its final pas- 
sage— 

ME HORACE EVERETT said that the Com- 
mittee for Indian Affairs had instructed him to 
move that the bill should be recommitted to that 
committee, in order that they might examine it, 
and ascertain if there were any appropriations 
made for persons whose offices were not recog- 
nized by law. . 

Mr. CLAY said, that from the accidental ab- 
sence of Mr. Pork, the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, who reported the bill, he 
was induced to move that its further consideration 
should be postponed; which was agreed to. 

A bill for the relief of Colonel Coombs, after a 
few remarks from Messrs. CLAY, HARDIN, 
ELLSWORTH, EVANS, and McKENNAN, 
was also postponed. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 23, 1834. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Frawxuin, their clerk, 
asking a conference with the Senate on the dis- 
agreement of the two Houses relative to amend- 
ments in the appropriation bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked for the immediate con- 
sideration of the message. He intimated that 
there was no settled practice on the subject of 
conferences, and moved that the message be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked permission, which was 
granted, to take up the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service forthe year 1854; which was 
read a third time and passed. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated the 
proceedings of a public meeting in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, disapproving of the course of the Secretary 
of the Treasury in removing the public deposites, 
and asking their restoration to the Bank of the 
United States. ; 

The communication, on motionofMr. EWING, 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BENTON read a letter from Benjamin 
Phillips, of New Albany, in Indiana, stating that 
he had made an improvementin the machinery of 
steamboats, so as to prevent accidents by the 
explosion of boilers, and intimating his wish to 
be summoned before the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, in order to be examined upon the subject. 
The letter, on motion of Mr. BENTON, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, agreeably to notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Charles R. Hand, of 
Indiana. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, introduced a bill for the con- 
struction of certain roads in Arkansas. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of North Carolina, disapproving of the 
removal of the deposites, and asking their resto- 
ration to the Bank of the United: States. Mr. M. 
took occasion to say that he knew many of the 
signers of the memorial. His personal knowledge 
enabled him to testify to their respectability and 
intelligence; that they resided in the centre of a 
dense population, and that at least one half of them 
were fast friends of the Administration, and had 
supported it through good andthrough evil repor.. 
On motion of Mr. M. the memorial was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIPTON gave notice that he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the people of 


| Michigan Territory to frame a constitution pre- 


paratory to being admitted into the Union. 

Mr. KANE introduced a bill to establish an 
additional land office in Illinois. 

Mr. TALLMADGE reported a bill for the 
relief of John H. Maguire. 

The resolution of Mr. LINN, submitted yes- 
terday, was taken up and adopted. 

A number of bills, of a private nature, from the 
House of Representatives, were read a first and 
second time, and referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees. 
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lie over one day: 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resotved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- | 
eral Land Office be directed to inform the Senate 
what progress has been made in connecting the 
surveys of the public lands with the line of demas- 
cation between the States of Indiana and Illinois, 
agreeably to the provisions of an act of Congress 
entitled ** An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause the public surveys to be | 
connected with the line of demurcation between 
the States of Indiana and illinois,” approved the | 
2d March, 1833. 


By Mr. SHEPLEY: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate whether any and what evi- 
dence has been received by the department, show- 
ing that the beacon on Steele’s ledge, in Penob- | 
scot bay, has been destroyed, and to furnish an 
estimate for its reconstruction or repair in such a 
manner that it may be secure. 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office bedirected to report to the Sen- 
ate what progress, if any, has been made in sur- || 
veying and preparing for sale the lands acquired 
by purchase from the Pottawatomie Indians, in 
the State of Indiana, and that he report the num- || 
ber of surveyors and deputy surveyors that have 
been engaged in that work, with their names and 
residence. 


By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands |; 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of re- | 
movivg the office of the surveyor general of the | 
land district, composed of the States of Ohio and | 
Indiana, and the Michigan Territory, to a point į; 
more convenient to the country now remaining to |! 
be surveyed than that at which said office is now | 
kept, and that said commitee also inquire into |: 
the expediency of allowing office rent to the sur- | 
veycr general, and of an appropriation to pur- | 


public moneys received at the land office of La 
Porte, Indiana. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY, 


Being Mr. CLAY’S resolutions in reference to 
the removal of the deposites. 

Mr. PRESTON rose and said that the interest 
‘excited by this debate, and the feeling which had 
been produced in the country, was entirely dis- 
proportioned to what the mere abstraction of so : 
much money from the Bank of the United States 
would produce. The cause of the deep interest 
excited was to be found elsewhere. When the 
manner of removal and the principles which led |} 
to it were reflected on, surprise would vanish, | 
and it would be found that the effects were not: 
disproportioned. ‘The Bank of the United States | 
was the great incorporated credit of the United 
States, the great censorium of the United States, 
and consequently any blow which should be made 
on it must cause such a derangement of public 
affairs, especially if done in the temper in which | 
this was done. Such a shock upon the incorpo- i 
rated wealth of the nation must drive the bank to 
seek its own protection. We were in the midst of 
most extraordinary circumstances, more extraor- 
dinary than any which have occurred in modern 
times. It was only the other day, since the last 
adjournment of Congress, that the country was In 
a most unparalleled state of prosperity, everything 
abundant, party heats subsiding, everything | 
joyous, large crops and high prices for them; ; 
when at one moment there came a blow which 
instantly reversed the scene, depriving the hus- 
bandman and the manufacturer of the avails of 
their labor; and rousing up all the vindictive pas- 
sions of our nature. And all this referable to 
the act of the Executive of a republican Govern- 
ment. Gentlemen had said that another agent 
had been called in to produce this result, and that 
it was continuing it by the most nefarious means; 
that the Bank of the United States were making i 
efforts to spread abroad calamity and wo, that li 
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ithe cries of the people may have an effect on 


| he hoped to show that, from the very inception of 
i this object, it was a violation of high chartered 


| sume that they are not directors in this sense, but 


Congress to compel its recharter. That the bank 
could not fail to act thus followed as a neces- 

sary consequence—a blow aimed at it must cause 
it to contract its muscles. But the true cause laid 
deeper. It was the dread and dismay produced 
by this blow, struck at high and sacred chartered 
rights. If anything, it was the reverence for 
chartered rights, such as shook the Whigs of 
England, which produced this state of things, and 


rights. What was the first step and foundation- 
stone of this proceeding? Why, the President of 
the United States, upon certain rumors, without 
knowing whether true or false, addresses a letter 
to the Government directors of the Bauk of the 
United States requiring them to investigate and 
look into the proceedings of the bank, and expose | 
them to him; a request which the President had 
no right to make, and, when made, the directors 
had no right to communicate. to him, even if he 
had the power. The mode of investigation is 
pointed out in the bank charter, and any other 
mode pursued is a violation of that charter. The | 
President supposes the Government directors are 
the agents of the Government—-not of the Gov- 
ernment, but of the President. But is this their 
office? Are they placed there to act differently 
from the other directors? The charter provides 
for the appointment of twenty-five directors; that 
establishes their character; and yet gentlemen as- 


that they have a higher power, to wit: to repre- 
sent the people of the United States, and not only 
that, but the President of the United States. Sir, 
when the President addressed these directors, he 
mistook his power and their duty, and violated 
the charter of the United States Bank. But the 
President enjoined it upon those gentlemen to act 
secretly; yes, gentlemen who were homogeneous 
with the other directors were invested with secret 
powers, to be exercised by secret means Could 
this strike the public mind favorably ? The gen- 
tlemen were wrong thus to proceed. But having 
got into the bank, and having insinuated them- 


|! charter for this case. 


character, which would have produced this shock 
upon the public mind.. Mr. P. hoped to establish 
the fact that not only had the charter been vio- 
lated, but all the rights of the Government had 
been violated. The Executive had usurped both 
| the judicial and legislative power, and was concen+ 
| trating all the power of the Government in hisown 
| hands. Mr. P. put himself upon general posi» 
tions. Tad the bank failed to discharge its duty ? 
Had a single cent been lost? Nothing of the kind 
| had been alleged. Both as a public and private 
agent it had been perfectly honest and faithful. In 
the performance of its public functions all would 
bear witness to its capacity, fitness, and solvency 
as such; and what do the stockholders say? Sir, 
said Mr. P., at the commencement of these pro- 
| ceedings, when all theseattacks and the disclosures 
| consequent upon them had been made, the stock 
was at 128; his constituents, with an interest in 
the institution amounting to five millions, after all 
these attacks, held their stock at 28 per cent. 
advance. As the instrumant of private gain all 
were satisfied with thebank. Butall this was not 
| necessary as regarded the assumption of power 
in the Executive. The radical error was that the 
| Executive had assumed penal powers over the 
bank, as though there was no provision in the 
Is not this a penal power 
which has been exercised? Look at the action of 


i 
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1 


i 
| 


i| the Executive; was it not to punish the bank for 


| its delinquencies, and delinquencies, too, which, if 


i| proved, are otherwise specially to be proceeded 


| against as provided for in the charter? There was 
not a charge adduced against the bank by any of 
the gentlemen, a mode of punishment fòr which 
| was not pointed out in the charter; and the last 
| clause in the charter guaranties a trial by jary in 


selves by means of executive power behind the 
counter, what did they do? By their own show- 
' ing they prosecuted their investigations as far as 
they were able; and the private accounts of indi- 
viduals have been exposed to the public gaze of 
the world by the agency of these directors. When 
the charter sb^uld be thus violated under the 
sanction of the President, and by the officers of the 
Government, was it surprising that public feeling 
should revolt against the act? And when such 
was their conduct and such their motives, was it 
surprising that the other directors did not treat 
them as they expected? The directors know, and 
we know, that the President regarded the institu- 
tion as an anomaly, denounced it, and was deter- 
mined to put it down; and when they found these 
feelings were to be indulged, they would have 
| been worse than idiots to have given their confi- 
| dence to them. Their highest duty was to the | 
interest of the bank and the country, and then the 
stockholders; and if they found an antagonist in- 
terest seated at the board with them, were they to 
say: Gentlemen, although you are enemies, give 
us your assistance; we trust the whole management 
of the bank to you. Sir, they were right to exclude 
them, and they did exclude them. The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Rives] had argued that 
i the chief executive duty of the President was to 
look into the manner of executing its affairs, and 
that, by the necessity of the case, the President 
ould only look through them. But there were 
other modes prescribed by the charter, which 
ought to have been pursued: the charter had 
pointed out the power and duty of the Secretary, 
and the power of the Executive in the inspection 
of the accounts of the bank was given with the 
utmost caution. 


Secrecy is esteemed, to a great 
extent, a necessary part of the existence of sucha 
corporation, and in the power given thereis aspe- 
cial reservation of the rights of individuals. But 
here was another circumstance fully adequate to | 
produce this shock. ? 
instituted, and when did these rumors reach the 
ears of the President? Hesaysin one of his early 
messages, that the only mode of investigation was 
by Congress, through the medium of a committee; ` 
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When was this investigation |! 


the courts of law; thia trial by jury was guarantied 
tothe bank in all questions involving the chartered 
i| privileges. Why, then, did the Executive shrink 
from the trial by jury, when, in but a little time, 
the truth might be winnowed from falsehood. 
Why not now issue a scire facias? Why concen- 
| trate all these sacred powers in the marble palace 
| of the Executive? i 


Mr. P. then contended that the connections of 
| the United States with the bank were exclusively 
fiscal in their character, to be superintended by 
the fiscal agent of the Government, and yet, not- 
withstanding this, he is taken up and endowed 
with all the powers which are divided among all 
| the branches of Government. Thecharter shows 
that the whole is purely fiscal,and ought to be so 
considered, but gentlemen contend for a penal 
power in the Secretary to punish at his pleasure. 
If this: had been the design of Congress, the 
Attorney General, and not the Secretary, would 
have been*selected for that purpose. But the Sec- 
i retary deserts his own department, and takes the 
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i! position of the Attorney General and the courts of 


| the United States to pronounce sentence against 
the bank. Regarding this as the proceeding of the 
Executive, no man is as safe in the country as 
before the assumpiion of this power. The courts 
and the laws are superseded, and next will be the 
jory, und next would be the habeas corpus act, 
that glorious palladium of both English and Amer- 
‘ican freedom, which had recently been so sig- 
‘nally exercised to the rescue of a free ciuzen from 
| another executive assumption of power. 

| Mr. P. being here interrupted by a noise in the 
| gallery, the Vice President ordered them to be 
; immediately cleared. 


Mr. POINDEXTER rose and observed that as 
the trespass was very slight, he hoped there might 
| be a relaxation of the rule for the present, and 


i 


|! made a motion to that effect. 


| Mr. WEBSTER thought no motion necessary; 
| that the Senate would always be disposed to sus- 
| tain the President in preserving order; but as the 
| violation was very slight, he respectfully suggested 
a relaxation of the rule in this instance. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT then countermanded | 
the order, but remarked that, on the slightest 
violation hereafter, the rule would be strictly en- 


forced. 

Mr. PRESTON then resumed, and proceeded 
for a few minutes, when he gave way; and 

Mr. POINDEXTER, at three o’clock, made a 
motion: for adjournment, but gave way to Mr. 
WEBSTER, who offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


lay before the Senate the statements, so far as re- || 


ceived at the present time, of the condition of the 
several State banks in which the public money is 
deposited. i 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee of Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the message of the 
House of Representatives, received this morning, 
made the following report: + 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution ** that the House of Repre- 
sentatives do ask a conference with the Senate on 
the subject-matter of the second amendment to the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses,-on the bill 
(No, 36) entitled ‘An act making appropriations 
in part for the support of Government for the year 
1834,” have had the same under consideration, 
and now report: ` 

The House requests a conference after the Sen- 
ate had adhered to its amendments, to which the 
House had previously disagreed. It cannot be 
denied that the Senate has a right to refuse such 
conference, a case exactly similar having been so 
disposed of by the Senate in 1826, as will be seen 
by the extracts from its Journals, which are ap- 
pended to this report; but the committee think it 
equally clear that such is not the usual and ordi- 
nary mode of proceeding in cases of this kind. It 
is usually esteemed more respectful, and more con- 
ducive to that good understanding and harmony 
of intercourse between the two Houses, which the 
public interest so strongly requires, to accede to 
requests for conferences, even after an adhering 
vote. Such conferences have long been regarded 
as the established and approved mode of seeking 
to bring about a final concurrence of judgment, in 
cases where the two Houses have differed; and the 
committee think it unwise either to depart from 
the practice altogether, or to abridge it, or decline 
to conform to it in cases such as these, in which it 
has usually prevailed. It should only be, there- 
fore, as the committee think, in instances of a very 
peculiar character, that a free conference invited 
by the House, should be declined by the Senate. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the confer- 
ence proposed by the House of Representatives, 
upon the subject-matter of the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses, on the said amendment, and that 
four managers be chosen to manage the said con- 
ference on the part of the Senate. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Mr. LANE said that, should any apology be 
considered necessary for trespassing upon the time 
| of the House and the patience of its members, in 
| considering the principles invelved in the resolu- 
tion, that apology would be found in the import- 
ance given to the subject by the people whom he 
had the honor in part to represent. i 

For the few patriots, affected by this resolution, 
who yet linger among us, there is but one feeling 
and but one opinion. We entertain a lively and 
respectful recollection of their services, and a 
strong desire to relieve their wants by a nation’s 
gratitude. 

This being the object of the resolution, it was 
expected that it would be permitted to take the 
usual course, unobstructed by amendments, and 
unopposed by objections. This we had a right 
to anticipate, from respect to the wishes of the 
western people, and to the persons sought to be 
relieved, if not as a matter of courtesy to the 
western delegation. 

Such has not been the good fortune of the reso- 
lution. On the contrary, it has been resisted at 
the threshold. An attempt is made, not only to 
alter its character entirely,and preventall inquiry, 
but to dash from the statute-book the pension 
laws—from the pension list, the names of all the 
wounded and war-worn soldiers of the Revolution, 
and to stamp the National Legislature with folly, 
and the Republic with ingratitude. 

Allthis is sought to be done upon the extraordi- 
nary discovery made by the honorable gentleman 
| from Virginia, [Mr. Boutpin,] that the practice of 
nations to reward individuals for perilous and im- 
portant services to the public, is founded in a prin- 
ciple immoral, corrupt, and corrupting. 

The honorable gentleman from North Carolina, 
| [Mr. Wiutrams,] has urged an objection of a very 
| different complexion; that the resolution sought 

to place the soldiers of the West, for services per- 
| formed since the Revolution, on an equality with 
these of the Revolution, whom we had supposed a 
distinct class, more elevated and meritorious than 
any others, 

The gentleman from Rhode Island has urged 
other objections, equally extraordinary and infi- 
|nitely more novel: That pensions have been 
granted to officers and soldiers of the Revolution, 
not asa mark of national gratitude, not as a reward 
for eminent services, but mn the character of arrear- 
ages of pay, upon a close calculation of dollars 
and cents, showing the exact difference between 
the payments received in a depreciated and a sound 
currency. That if any such war as spoken of by 
western gentlemen ever existed, it was a private, 
not a public war. That if any claim existed it 
was upon individual, not national gratitude. That 
they had been paid in the acquisition of land for 
themselves and children. That it was uncertain 
whether the white man or the Indian was the 
aggressor. That it could not be known whether 
they fought for defence or private revenge. That 
they were not enlisted, drafied, nor regularly entered 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 23, 1834. 


Various private bills were reported for the relief 
of individuals, from some of the standing commit- 
tees. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from a select committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the report of the board of officers 
relative to the militia, a document from the War 
Department, accompanying the President’s mes- 
sage to Congress at the commencement of the sec- 
ond session of the 19th Congress, be printed for 
the use of the House. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the general pension law, as to em- 
brace within its provisions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794, and the amendment of it by Mr. BOULDIN, 
to appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the commu- 
nity, and how far it ought to be abolished or re- 
pealed. 


into the publie service. 

The honorable gentleman from South Carolina, 
to whom he had heretofore listened with pleasure, 
has still graver objections; objections which, if 
correct, would render the resolution fearfully dan- 
gerous.. He declares all pension laws unequal, 
and therefore unjust; that they are calculated to 
substitute indolence for industry and enterprise; 
that they swell the patronage of the Government, 
and tend to demoralize the people; and this at the 
expense of the South. A 

These, Mr. Speaker, (continued Mr. Lane, ) are 
substantially, if.not literally, the objections urged 
against the original resolution, and in favor of the 
amendment. That they proceed from opinions 
honestly entertained, l have no doubt; I will go far- 
ther, and concede the point, that if any portion of 
these objections be well taken, the resolution ought 
not to pass. On thecontrary, if met and answered, 
a large majority may be expected to support it. 

For that purpose, (said Mr. Lanr,) I throw 
myself upon the indulgence of this House, and 
respectfully request the kind attention of its mem- 
bers while I briefly examine the several objections. 


the pension system upon the individual pensioners 
he first.considered. ‘That such was the effect will 
not be admitted by those who consider that these 
pensioners are from seventy to ninety years of age 


Those who asserted the corrupting tendency of : 


before the aid of the Government is extended to 
them. Are such men to be corrupted by a com- 
fortable provision in their declining years? Are 
their habits to be demoralized by receiving a mer- 
ited reward for their services? Such men are too 
old to learn new vices, even if they were as morally 
degraded as the gentleman’s objection seems to 
imply. But this implication is inapplicable and 
unjust. The high character of the great body of 
those proposed to be relieved renders it unneces- 
sary to answer the objection. The eminent ser- 
vices of their earlier years, and the old age, given 
only to good habits, are certain safeguards against 
corruption, even if such an effect was seriously 
apprehended. 

‘The same answer (continued Mr. L.) may be 
given to the charge that the pension system tends 
| to substitute indolence for industry and enterprise, 
and to make pensioners a burden on society. 
What energy or enterprise can be expected from 
men of eighty? What indolence fostered? 

Is energy checked and indolence nourished by 
rewarding services which required the highest de- 
gree of active exertions? Will the provision for 
their declining years render them a burden to so- 
ciety? Without it many might, indeed, be thrown 
upon the charity of the community, and be forced 
to the wretched necessity of begging alms from 
door to door. It is the usage of all nations to re- 
ward those who peril their lives in the Service of 
their country, either by civil honors or-pecuniary 
compensations. Yet he would not rest wholly on 
precedent and practice, which are often at variance 
with correct principles of action. The wars of 
other nations are generally caused by the passions 
or interests of those who have the direction of the 
Government. The caprice of a single ruler has 
been too often the cause of national ruin. The 
people might well object to pensioning the hirelings 
who had been the willing tools of such aruler. But 
our wars have been of a very different character. 
They have been deemed necessary by the people 
either to acquire their independence or to secure its 
enjoyment. The people themselves dictate the 
war, and come forward tocarryiton. The services 
were performed for the public, and havea far higher 
value because they secure far more important 
rights than the military services in any other coun- 
try. Petty rivalry, ambition of conquest, the de- 
sire to set up or pull down a particular dynasty, 
or motives still more paltry, are the usual causes’ 
of ordinary wars. But with us our liberties, our- 
republican existence, or sheer self-defence, are the 
only sufficient causes of war. To the public the 
service has been rendered, and by the publie it 
should berewarded. The same good faith of moral 
obligation binds the Government and the individ- 
ual—if service is done to repay; if a benefit is se- 
cured or obtained, to be grateful to him whose 
exertions have effected it.) ‘The same principle is 
binding on all. The only proper difference of opin- 
ion is as to the manner in which it shall be applied. 

Fortunately the laws already made furnish a 
plain and excellent rule to direct us in the applica- 
tion. The invalid pensioners are provided for in 
the first instance, and the compensation given pro- 
portioned to the amount of disability. ‘To others 
who served during the same period, until old age 
had disabled them from supplying their own wants, 
and then it is that the debt owed by the public may 
be paid with benefit to the veteran survivors and 
with honor to the Government. 

This (Mr. L. said) he believed to be the true 
principle of our pension system. By accident or 
design the several laws made and proposed to be 
made, fixed forty years as the time which should 
elapse after the service was performed before the 
pension was granted. 

This principle was applicable alike to the soldiers 
of the West and the soldiers of the Revolution. In 
a few months it will be forty years since the last 
services were performed for which compensation is 
claimed by thisresolution. And I hope it will be 
as cheerfully granted. As to the objection that 
revolutionary pensions are granted as arrearages 
of pay—as difference between payments made in 
a depreciated and a sound currency, a moment’s 
consideration proves its utter inapplicability. 

By the law, those who served two years are on 
a par with those who served seven, and receive 
equal amounts. The man who dies before the 
pension law passes receives nothing. He who 
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dies in one year, receives one tenthas much as he 
who lives ten years. ; 

The nice calculations of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island would show that the compensation 
should be equal to all; for surely, the dying a few 
days earlier or later cannotalter the so-much-talked- 
of difference between a depreciated and a sound 
currency. It is obvious that the fancied rule of 
‘the gentleman has no application. The true prin- 
ciple unquestionably is that which has been stated. 
The same principle runs throughout all our pen- 
sion laws, and applies to invalid pensioners, and 
to those whom age has disabled from exertion. 
The provision is proportioned, in every class of 

ensioners, to his inability to supply his wants. 
hen forty years have elapsed, Government 
kindly steps in to supply the place of those ener- 
gies which were exerted and exhausted in its 
service. The time has now come to apply this 
principle to those who fought in the Indian wars, 
previous to the treaty of Grenville, in 1794. 

But gentlemen say that we exhaust the Treas- 
ury, that we tax the South to sustain the pension- 
ers. The number of revolutionary pensioners is 
at the highest 35,000. One half of these in ten 
years will be no more; three fourths in fifteen 
yours; and in twenty years all will probably have 

ied. 

Those now claiming will not amount to more 
than fifteen hundred, and their number will rap- 
idly diminish. The whole amount of expend- 
iture for pensions will be increased, during the 
first year after the proposed law passes; but will 
thenceforward rapidly decline, and before the 
period shall arrive for applying the same princi- 
ple to the soldiers of the last war, the pension 
list will contain the names of no revolutionary 
pensioners. j 

It has been said, [by Mr. Burces] continued 
Mr. L., that these Indian wars were private, not 
public. I must confess my inability to compre- 
hend this distinction. If regular lines, constant 
hostilities, alternate defeats and successes, large 
numbers killed and great advantages secured by 
a definitive treaty of peace, be distinctive marks 
of public war, these were public. Will the gen- 
tleman say that the campaigns of Harmar, St. 
Clair, and Wayne, were the incursions of a pri- 
vate war? 2 

Mr. L. said he had listened with great regret to 
the remarks made by the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Flarpin]} as to the conduct 
of General St. Clair, at Ticonderoga, and in his 
western campaign. The misapprehension of his 
character and conduct was so general that he 
begged to place it before the public. 

On no man has the ingratitude of his country 
fallen so heavily and sounjustly. The Revolution 
found him wealthy, and with every prospect of 
advancement that his aristocratic connexions and 
individual abilities could present. 

He embraced the cause of his country, cast off 
the ties which bound him to his mother country, 
and placed his property and himself at the dis- 
posal of the new Government. Throughout the 
Revolution, distinguished for his abilities, but still 
more for the chivalric purity of his character, he 
was the intimate friend of Washington, and his 
house was the home of Lafayette. As President 
of Congress, as Governor of the Western Terri- 
tory, with powers and responsibilities almost un- 
limited, he was still the same chivalric and capable 
officer. Well may it be said of him, that his mis- 
fortunes were his only faults—them alone it is 
necessary to explain, and heavy is the debt that 
public opinion owes to his memory. 


The evacuation of Ticonderoga was wakened | 


into a fault by the subsequent defeat at the West, 
In the long interval he had received the strongest 
proofs of public confidence, It is true that the 
evacuation of the work was condemned in the gen- 
eral opinion. The public aré too ready to impute 
calamities to the malconduct of individuals, when 
in truth the cause is found in their failure to fur- 
nish the proper means. . . 

The defence of Ticonderoga was impossible 
with the force under General St. Clair. The 
evacuation saved the garrison, and enabled them 
to join the main army, and thereby secured the 
surrender of Burgoyne. Mr. Laxe then read the 
following extracts—(Wilkinson’s Memoirs, p. 
199:) 


Extract from a letter dated Mape’s Creek, July 


| 98, 1777: 


‘s Believe me, sir, if virtue or justice have exist- 
‘ence, the man (General St. Clair) who stands 
‘condemned for retreating from Ticonderoga will 
* ere long be thanked for the salvation of 3,000 men, 
‘who, instead of being in captivity are now opposing 
‘the enemy,” 

Again, page 218, General Wilkinson says: 

& I shall ever believe that General St. Clair, by 
‘the abandonment of Ticonderoga, laid the founda- 
‘tion of our good fortune in the convention at Sara- 
toga.” 

The court-martial which inquired into the con- 
duct of General St. Clair, and of which Major 
General Lincoln was president, found as follows: 

‘© That havirez duly considered the charges pre- 
‘ferred against Major General St. Clair, (in refer- 
“ence to the evacuation of Ticonderoga,) and the 
t evidence, are uNANIMOUSLY of opinion that he is 
€ not guilty of either or any of them, and do unani- 
‘mously acquit him of all and every of them with 
‘the HIGHEST HONOR. : 

“ B. LINCOLN, President, 
and Major General.” 


Mr. Lane read extracts from Marshall’s Life 
of Washington, corroborating the correctness of 
General St. Clair’s conduct, and giving the rea- 
sons for the act, showing that it was unavoidable, 
was done with the approbation of a council ot 
war, and was productive of the happiest conse- 
quences. 

Mr. Lave quoted extracts to the same effect 
from Ramsay’s History: ‘ Subsequent events 
* clearly proved the wisdom and propriety of the re- 
‘treat from Ticonderoga.’’—Vol. 2, p. 35. 


Mr. L. remarked that all concurrent testimony 
clearly showed that this was an act characterized 
by General St. Clair’s usual sagacity, and one 
which entitled him to gratitude, not censure. 

The other misfortune which has blighted a long 
life of useful and eminent service, and withered in 
the public estimation a reputation more nearly 
allied in purity, ability, and common achieve- 
ments with those of Washington and Lafayette, 
than that of any other man, has been equally mis- 
represented, equally misunderstood. Mr. L.said 
he would not detain the House by qn examination 
of the circumstances connected with St. Clair’s 
defeat. It need only be remembered that he was 
stricken in years; that public opinion inconsider- 
ately and most unjustly decided against him; that 
the then Secretary of War, to whose misconduct 
the defeat was mainly owing, endeavored to cast 
the whole blame on General St. Clair. The ex- 
amination was made by acommittee of this House, 
and at its head was Giles, one of Virginia’s most 
distinguished sons. After a full and careful in- 
vestigation, that committee made the report which 
I hold in my hand. The Secretary of War, on 


|i whom the blame was by this report justly thrown, 


obtained a reéxamination, the result of which was 
alike complimentary to General St. Clair, and con- 
demnatory of himself. 

Mr. Lane then read the following extract from the 
report of a committee made on the 8th of May, 
1792, on the causes of failure of the expedition 
under Major General St. Clair: 

‘* From the foregoing state of facts the commit- 
“tee suggest the following as the principal causes, 
€ in their opinion, of the failure of the late expedi- 
“tion under Major General St. Clair: i 

«The delay in furnishing the materials and es- 
‘t timates for, and in passing the act for the protec- 
‘tion of the frontiers; the time after the passing of 
‘which was hardly sufficient to complete and dis- 
cipline an army for such an expedition during 
t summer months of the same year. 

« The delays consequent upon the gross and va- 
‘rious mismanagements and neglects in the quar- 
‘termaster’s and contractor’s departments; the 
‘lateness of the season at which the expedition 


| «was undertaken, the green forage having been 


‘previously destroyed by the frost, so thata sufi- 


| ‘ciency of subsistence for the horses necessary for 


‘the army could not be procured. : . 
“The want of discipline and experience in the 
‘troops. g 
“The committee conceive it but justice to th 
t commander-in-chief to say that, in their opinion, 
‘the failure of the late expedition can, in no re- 
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‘spect, be imputed to his conduct, either at any 
‘time before or during the action; but that as hig 
‘ conduct in all the preparatory arrangements was 
‘ marked with peculiar ability and zeal, so ‘his con- 
‘ duct during the action furnished strong testimo- 
‘nies of his coolness and intrepidity. : : 

“The committee suggest as reasons for leavin 
‘the numbers of troops, at particular periods, and 
‘ the dates of some facts blank, the want of suffi- 
‘ cient time to complete the report with minuteness, 
‘and in some instances the want of a necessary 
‘ evidence.” - 

“ Tth November, 1792.—Committed to a Com- 
‘ mittee of the Whole House on Wednesday next. 
‘14th November, 1792.—Committee of the Whole 
‘ House discharged, and report recommitted to a 
‘selectcommittee. 15th February, 1793.—Amend- 
‘atory report made, stronger in its character and 
‘more highly complimentary to General St.Clair.?? 

The history of General St. Clair is a humil- 
iating lesson of injustice and ingratitude. One of 
the ablest and best of all our publicmen—his ser- 
vices important and long-continued, his characte? 
above suspicion, his fortune and his life spent in 
the public service, and all this could only procure 
him contemptuous disregard of just claims while 
he lived, and the mockery of scorn after a death in 
indigence and sorrow had relieved him from the 
weight of a nation’s ingratitude. 

Mr. L. said he was sure that the honorable. 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Harpin]} was not 
aware of these facts. He felt sure that had that 
gentleman known, as he knew, the descendants 
of that distinguished man, respect for them would 
have prevented him from wounding his memory. 
General St. Clair, unfortunate in all things else, 
has the rare merit of being truly represented in 
integrity and ability by his posterity. To them 
this country owes a heavy debt of reparation. 
But there is in my eyean honorable gentleman 
(Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania] who can, far 
better than myself, tell the tale of injustice and 
ingratitude. 

r. L. then proceeded to answer the objection 
that the law proposed, and pension laws generally, 
conferred benefits on the worthless. This, he 
said, was an abuse in the administration of the 
public bounty, and required to be vigilantly guarded 
agdinst. But the perjury of afew imposters should 
not be allowed to militate against the legitimacy 
of the provision. It should not be allowed to dè- 
prive the really deserving of the recompense. to, 
which they are fairly entitled. Such an argument 
will apply to every possible law. Yet surely the 
fear of abuse is not a sufficient argument against 
an equitable law. : 

[Mr. L. was obliged here to break off abruptly, 
to observe the order of the day.) 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
Waysand Means, the question being on the amend- 
ment submitted by Mr. Jones, as an amendment 
to that previously submitted by Mr. McDurrig,. 
viz: to add to the motion for reference the follow- 
ing instructions to that committee: ‘Inquire into 
‘ the expediency of depositing the revenue hereafter 
‘collected in the State banks, in the different 
‘States where the same is collected, in proportion 
‘te their respective capitals paid in, and to pre- 
‘scribe the terms on which the same shall be de- 
‘posited; and to report by bill or otherwise.’”’ 


Mr. HUNTINGTON having the floor from the 
previous day, rose and called for the reading of 
the two resolutions submitted to the House. After 
which, he said that no question of more thrilling 
interest had been brought before them since the 
It was not so much 
a matter of local importance, or of some thousand 
dollars, but one in which the interests of the whole 
country were embraced; which affected the value 
and security of all property, of all labor, and the 
currency of the country so much, that that person 
who supposed that the recent measures could pass 
off without injury, must, in his opinion, prove 
himself the smallest of all politicians. He, there- 
fore, was glad that the resolution submitted by the 
member from South Carolina (Mr. McDurriez] 
had been presented in a form by which the subject 
in all its bearings could have.a fall discussion; a 
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discussion, too, which was due to the House, the 
character and private faith of the nation, and, 
above all, due to. the citizens of this entire com- 
munity, who would thus have an opportunity of 
seeing for themselves the existing state of things, 
know the causes thereof, and what was the remedy 
to be applied. He would ask the House to look 
to the nature of the two propositions before them. 
One was that the public money was hereafter to 
be lodged in the Bank of the United States; and 
what sort of a bank was that? Why, it was 
a bank, the control over which by the people, 
through guardians appointed by themselves, was 
greater than was permitted to any monarch in 
Europe over such institutions; it was a bank whose 
resources were ample to meet all the demands 
that could be made upon it, and which was so 
constituted as to be under every proper and neces- 
sary check by the executive, the legislative, and 
the judiciary, who could, in their respective ca- 
pacities, if they saw fit, bring it before the tribu- 
nals of the country, take away its corporate rights, 
of examine into its condition, This was the insti- 
tution which was proposed by the resolution of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, whilst they 
should also ask themselves what. was the condi- 
tion, in all respects, of the State banks, which 
was proposed by the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia as a safe depository for the public money. 
Were not these State banks altogether independ- 
ent of the same control? And what dependence 
had they to enforce the performance of the duties 
which must necessarily be required from them? 
What had they but a simple contract, the very 
enforcement of which depended on, the will of the 
party making it, upon the will of a Secretary who 
will not allow that the House has any control in 
removing the public money? : : 

The subject now, therefore, at issie was, whether 
that public money would be placed where it was 
safe, and where it was subject to their control; or 
have it in those places where the House could not 
have any control but that which he had already 
described. He disclaimed altogether her being 
actuated by private or political motives in this dis- 
cussion; for it was a subject he felt to be far above 
such considerations, and he trusted that the House, 
in coming to a decision upon it, would not decide 
it as a mere party question, but as one affecting all 
the great interests of the country, which by their 
oaths they had bound themselves to maintain. The 
honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Porr] 
had stated that this question was presented in the 
shape of an issue between the Government and the 
bank; he, however, would take leave to differ from 
him in this opinion, as to who were the parties in 
the contest. If that gentleman meant by the term 
Government, the Treasury, he might be correct, 
but if he meant the Government, as it was under- 
stood. by freemen, to be composed of other tribu- 
nals, the executive along with the legislative and 
judicial departments, they could not be considered 
as the parties; for so far as they could act they 
ad decided by their vote that the public money 
had been placed where it ought to be. The gentle- 
man was equally in error when he- supposed the 
bank was the other party. No. Their interest in 
the question dwindled into insignificance when 
compared with the interest of the people, and the 
contest was rather one between the Treasury De- 
partment and the people of the country. The bank 
was but a mere cipher in the controversy; and the 
result must fall upon the people. He considered 
that our condition for three years past, and up to 


the removal of the deposites, wag a period of un- || 


paralleled quiet, ease, and prosperity to the coun- 
try, in which every class had full employment 
given them, the laborer, mechanic, farmer, as well 
as the professional man; whilst the Bank of the 
United States had regulated the machinery by 
which these various interests were upheld and 
kept in order. And this they were enabled to do 
by preventing the State banks from over-issues; by 
keeping down the rates of foreign exchange, and 
thns in preventing an exportation of specie, they 
had equalized the currency, giving health and 


soundness to it to such a degree as never before || 


existed in any country, and which called forth 
thanksgiving to the beneficent Author of all mercies 
for such a state of things. What was it now, how- 
ever, and how sad the contrast! What was the 
condition of every large city? And this was a ques- 


T tion which came home to the humblest individual. 


So far as regarded the state of the cities, was it not 
well known—for the sufferings of these communi- 
ties could not be concealed—that the whole course 
of mercantile operations was wholly suspended; 
that every channel of industry was choked up; 
that there appeared to be a perfect paralysis upon 
all business. No new contracts were now making, 
for the: currency was in so disordered a state, 
money could not be obtained. It had been said 
by the member from New York that all this had 
proceeded from a spirit of hostility displayed by 
the bank to the Government; but this was not the 
true cause; and he argued at length to show that 
there had been a depression in foreign exchange 
from four per cent. premium, to a discount ofa half 
or one per cent. for cash; that there was a complete 
stoppage to the sale of all produce, and that money 
had become so scarce as to produce offers for it in 
New York, on good security, as high as 18 per 
cent. Stocks of all kinds had fallen. Foreign 
commerce was annihilated, and the domestic ex- 
changes of the country, in which the Bank of the 
United States done formerly so large a portion of 
the business, was at so low an ebb that State bank 
notes west of Albany were at a discount of a half 


to two per-cent.; whilst bills of exchange on the | 


southern and western cities were wholly unsale- 
able. If this, then, was the true picture of their 
condition, did it not follow that these evils must 
increase, unless there was a timely remedy applied, 
and that the local banks must be driven to one of 
two alternatives, either to hazard their stock, by 
further curtailments of loans, or to a suspension 
of specie payments. He contended that, from the 
pressure, the local banks would not be enabled to 
collect in their debts much longer, the result of 
which must be to create a panic as to their own 
stability, which, once raised, they might as well 
attempt to resist, as to stem the torrent of Niagara. 
The cord had been tightened so long, and the pres- 
sure so felt by the State banks atits ultimate point 
of tension, that it must snap at last, and, in the 
end, the Bank of the United States, whose resources 
had been so underrated, would be found to ride 
out the storm. «He disclaimed the idea of repre- 
senting the State banks as unsound; but he could 
not be blind to what he honestly believed must be 
the result to those institutions, if there was not 
some strong efforts made to replace the currency 
as it wag, and this could now be only effected by 
the success of the motion submitted by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, 

Mr. H. then adverted to the statement in the 
Secretary’s report, that the curtailments of the 
Bank of the United States had been, in the months 
of September and October, upwards of four mil- 
lions, whilst, in the same months, there had been 
an increase of the public deposites of more than 
two, which theSecretary had madeachargeagainst 
the institution as having withdrawn six millions 
from the business of the country. But he would 
show that the bank had not made any unusual cur- 
tailment. And, further, that the Secretary must 
have known that they did not, nor had they evinced 
any intention of contracting their loans. This was 
to be proved by referring to the bank’s correspond- 
ing statement in 1832, where it would appear that 
the reduction of that time was $249,000 more than 
that of 1833. So he inferred the reduction was made 
in the natural course of banking operation, and not 
from a design, as charged upon the bank, of cre- 


ating a pressure for ulterior purposes; and heasked, | 


could such a reduction, at this period, be fairly 
considered as made with the intention of distress- 


| ing the community, when it appeared that in these 


months the bank had been previously accustomed 
to maké them? The bank, he said, regularly far- 
nished their accounts to the Treasury ,and although 


he would not impute motives, or act upon them, | 
| 


except so far as they had been disclosed, yet he 
could not help feeling some surprise that, with the 


| knowledge that this reduction was not unusual 


on the part of the bank during these months, the 


| Secretary could have come to the conclusion that 


he was warranted in taking the steps he did, with 
a view, as he alleged, to remedy the pressure com- 
plained of on the part of the community. 

Mr. H. went into some statements to show that 
the bank had not made any great reduction of its 
discounts in 1833, and that the amount of bills 
discounted and facilities afforded in 1832 did not 


much exceed the amountin 1833. The statement, 
that the commercial facilities afforded by the 

ranch bank at New Orleans had been diminished, 
was untrue. The purchase of bills on the north- 
ern cities in preference to those on the western 
cities by that branch had the effect, and was in- 
tended to have the effect, of benefiting the agricul- 
tural interests of the Southwest. From official 
documents he attempted to show that the course 
of the bank had not occasioned the distress, and 
he would go on to show what was the cause. It 
was the unwise and unwarrantable hostility waged 
against the Bank of the United States by the Gov- 
ernment. A systematic attempt, as we all knew, 
had (he said) been made to villify and slander the 
directors of the bank, and impair the credit and 
character of the institution. The course of pro. 
ceeding had brought the country toits present state 
of embarrassment and distress. The country, he 
beliéved, would have sustained the bank so long 
as its administration was conducted faithfully in 
regard to the interests of the stockholders and the 
public. But the bank had to contend with the 
hostility of the Government and the slanders of 
the press. The time chosen for the removal of the 
deposites was such as to render it necessary for 
the bank to curtail its accommodations to the com- 
munity to a greater extent than would have been 
necessary at any other period. It had been often 
said that the mere withdrawal of eight millions 
could not produce the effect which had been expe- 
rienced. If the bank had been required to pay 
that sum of money for the use of the United States 
Bank, no such injurious consequences would have 
been realized. He would tell us in what way the 
removal of the deposites produced these results. 
It was by breaking up the relations of amity and 
confidence between the Government and the Bank 
of the United States. We feel great distress, and 
we apprehend greater. Can we apply a remedy? 
He thought we could. A proper and adequate 
remedy was, in his opinion, to restore the depos- 
ites, to restore confidence, and to restore amity 
between the bank and the Government. Could 
the local banks provide'a safe, sound circulating 
medium? Could they facilitate exchanges between 
different parts of this widely-extended country? 
Could they restore the country to its former healthy 
and prosperous condition? If they could, it must 
be by their notes. But we know that their notes 
are not current beyond their own immediate vicin- 
ity. He appealed to former experience to show 
that the local bank paper could not afford a gen- 
eral and uniform circulating medium. You can’t 
get the intelligent bank directors in New York to 
take the paper of distant local banks. The Gov- 
ernment deposites, instead of strengthening, weak- 
ened the local banks, because their notes were not 
equivalent to coin. Hedoubted whether even the 
sound banks in the city of New York would afford 
any facilities to exchange. Suppose those banks 
authorize drafts upon them from the western 
towns, who is to buy them?. Not the local west- 
ern banks, But the branches of the United States 
Bank purchased drafts to an immense amount in 
those places upon New York. Fifty millions in 
specie would not give to the western States the 
facilities to exchange with the North which were 
afforded to them by the United States Bank. He 
had thus given a general view of the nature, cause, 
and remedy of the present distress. It remained 
to inquire whether this remedy should be applied 
by Congress. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON here yielded the floor, 
without conclading, to 

Mr. GORHAM, on whose motion the House 
; adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, January 24, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the report of the 
Committee on Finance, on the subject of a con- 
ference of the two Houses of Congress, on their 
disagreement upon the amendment to the appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to strike out the num- 
ber four, and insert three managers on the part of 
| the Senate; which amendment was agreed to, and 
i the resolution was adopted. 


| 
| 
| 
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Mr. Porren, were chosen. 

Mr. KANE, in pursuance of notice given yes- 
terday, introduced a bill for the establishment of 
an additional land office in the State cf Iilinois; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the trus- 
tees of Alleghany College, in Pennsylvania; which 
was so ordered. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
also requested to be discharged from the farther | 
consideration of the memorial of the Legislature : 
of Missouri relative to land districts. The report 
of the committee, on motion of Mr. P., was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
moved the indefinite postponement of the biil for 
the relief of Joseph Tiff, of Arkansas; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that he should, 
on Monday next, ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of the town of Washington, in Arkan- 
sas. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of James | 
Adams; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee-on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John Webber. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
TIPTON and SHEPLEY were adopted; that of 
Mr. WEBSTER, upon his own motion, was laid 
upon the table, 


The following bills, from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were read a first and second time, and | 
committed: 

A. bill for the relief of the officers of the Navy 
and the marine corps; 

A bill for the relief of the widows of persons 
slain in public or private armed vessels; 

A bill providing for the appointment of a pen- 
sion agent, to reside at Decatur, in Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of George K. Jackson; 

A bili for the relief of John Yancey; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Hartfield, 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


Mr. WILKINS said that he held in his hand a ! 
petition of a man who had devoted a long life in | 
doing good, in pouring the healing balm upon the | 
wounded soul, but who had also turned his atten- ' 


tion to relieving the bodily complaints of his fellow 
men, by inventing a valuable medicine. He had 
secured a patent for his physic, and the period 


prescribed by law which secured to him the ad- | 
vantages of his invention was about to expire, | 
without the profits having been anything like ad- | 
To use the lan- | 
guage of the petitioner, the patentee had not made | 
money enough to enable ‘one hand to wash the | 


equate to his just expectations. 


other.” The petition is signed by Lorenzo Dow. 


Mr. WILKINS moved that it be referred to ` 


the Committee on the Judiciary; which was or- 
dered. 


Mr. POINDEXTER submitted a motion that ! 
when the Senate adjourns, it will adjourn over to | 


Monday next. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the gentleman would 
not persist in his motion. The business of the 
Senate was of engrossing interest, and he would 
suggest to postpone the special order of to-day till 
Monday, and meet to-morrow for the purpose of 


considering and deciding on the other resolution, | 
submitted by the gentleman from Kentucky, (rel- 


ative to extending the time of payment upon reve- 


nue bonds.) p 
Mr. POINDEXTER replied that the reasons 
for this motion were, that an important subject, 


the inquiry into the right of the sitting member | 
from Rhode Island to his seat here, was before a | 


committee of investigation. Thepapers to be ex- 
amined by the committee were very voluminous, 
_ and the gentleman opposed to the sitting member 
desired that a long written argument might be read 
before the committee, and the sitting member also 
desired to be heard. The committee could not sit 
during the sessions of the Senate without permis- | 
sion; and during the discussion of the important! 


i i 
The Senate then proceeded to ballot for mana- ! 
gers, when Mr. Wensren, Mr. Peinpexrer,and | 


question now before the Senate, no gentleman de 

sired to be absent from his seat. Butas it seemed 

|| to be the wish of gentlemen that the discussion 

upon the resolution of the gentleman from Ken- 

tacky should proceed, he would withdraw his 

i monon, and leave the investigation for another | 
ay. 

Mr. P. observed, that on the 19th of December 
last, he bad submitted a resolution which had been 
adopted, calling for information from the Secretary 
of the Treasury relative to the public Iands; no 
communication had been made by the department, 
| and the information called for was important. He 
knew not why this delay had occurred. 

Mr. P. then submitted the following resolution: 

Resolvel, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


i 


i} directed to communicate to the Senate the causes, 


ifany, which have prevented an answer to a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 19th day of December 
last, calling for certain information in relation to 
the public lands. 


, Mr. P. asked its consideration at this time, but 
it being objected to in a few explanatory remarks 
by Mr. FORSYTH, the reszlution lies on the 
table one day, according to rule. 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of George H. Jenning; 

A biil for the relief of James H. Brewer; 

A bill for the relief of tne executor of James 
Deball; 

A bill for the relief of Peregrine Gardner; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Willet; 

A bill for the relief of Russel Hunt, David Hunt 
and Amos Hunt. 


The following bills were considered in Com- | 


>] 
| 


time: 
A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper; 
A bill for the relief of Benjamin Shupp. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr 
SPRAGUE: , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
‘| be instructed to inquire-into the expediency of 
erecting fortifications for the defence of Penobscot 
bay and river in Maine, or of causing surveys 
with a view to that object. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
proceeded to 
THE SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the special order to be the consideration of the 
Secretary’s report on the removal of the deposites, 
and Mr. Ciay’s resolutions thereon, 


speech. | 
Mr. FORSYTE then rose and observed, that | 
there was uot iime to proceed to the discussion of 
the other resolution offered by the Senator from 
Kentucky, but be begged to call the attention of 
the Senate to one remark which had just fallen | 


last session. The gentleman adverted to his op- 
ii position to it as an evidence of the hostility of the 
i| President of the United States to a peaceful setile- 
‘| ment of that question, He called it to the recol- 
| lection of the Senate, that his opposition to that 
bill was founded on a single point. Fn his opinion, | 
the constitutional rights of the Senate were violated 
| by its introduction here, as it belonged exclusively 
| to the other [Touse. But when it had been acted 
‘lon by the other House, and come back here, he 
|! overlooked the objection, and gave his assent to 
li its passage, but with the hope of making it better. į 
He hoped the gentieman from South Carolina, 


1 


i well in the Senate as in the other House, would 
do him the justice to know that none of his acts 
emanated from any branch of this Government, 
or that his support of any measure was given to 
it because it was an Administration measure. He 
had always done justice to every Administration, | 
approving or condemning according to the dictates | 
of his own judgment. And he felt that he ought | 
to do the President the justice to say, that iti 
was his ardent wish to do justice to the South as 
regarded the tariff. Further, he would also say 
that he believed that the unfortunate situation of 
our sister State might have been more favorably 


i 


{ 
i 
|! 


j 
l 
it 
t 


i! bill than the tarif of °32. 


mittee of the Whole, and read a first and second j, 


Mr. PRESTON resumed and concluded his |! 


from the Senator from Svutn Carolina in relation |! 


and all who knew him during his political life, as į; 


' settled for her than under the auspices of the gen 
i deman from Kentucky, by whose assistance it: 


i; was settled. 


Mr. PRESTON replied, that when the compro- 
mise bill was pending, it was not thought as good 
as the South could have wished or expected.. Bat 
| until it was expected to pass he never heard that 
į the Administration intended to give them a better 
Then he did. Bat he 
| never heard any proposition of a modified tariff 
| till the compromise bill was introduced. 

Mr. FORSYTH made the remarks just offered 
in justification of the President. As to his (Mr. 
E. ’s) course upon the compiomise bill, he ob- 
served that the final question on the bill was sus- 
| pended till the action of the other House was had; 
i and then it was admitted that the ground he had 
j taken was correct. In reference to the President 
| he would only say, that his opening message to 
| Congress, at the period alluded to, was hailed by 
! the whole South as the -harbinger of peace and 
| justice to that section. And the gentleman from 
; Kentucky appealed to that circumstance. to show 
i that the President had determined the bill should 
go down, and that his popularity was sufficient to 
carry it through. 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
| ness; which was agreed to; and after some time 
| spent therein, , 

The Senate adjourned. 


i 
i 
l 
i 
I 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friary, January 24, 1834. . 


Mr. ADAMS, of New York, reported a bill for 
the relief of John Hunt. 

Mr. GALBRAITLH, a bill confirming the title 
of Samuel Tait to a certain tract of land in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana; and 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, a bill for the relief of 
Marcus Quincy and William Gorham. ` 

All of which bills were read twice and commit- 
ted. 
| Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
i Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
| petition of Elory Sequrd and others; which, upon 

his motion, was ordered to be laid on the table. 
| Mr.CARR, from the same committee, asked to 
| be discharged from the further consideration of the 
| petition of sundry citizens of Florida, on the sub- 
| ject of certain land claims therein named; and, on 
| motion, it was ordered to lie on the table, 


On motion of Mr. R. MITCHELE, 


Resolved, ‘Fhat the Committee of Claims be in~ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to certain contractors for work done 
on the Cumberland road, west of Zanesville, in 
the State of Ohio. 


Oo motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Ohio, 


Ist, Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Carrollton, in the coanty of Carroll, by Minerva, 
o Uniontown, in Stark county, Ohio. 

2d. That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Copp’s Miil, by Strain’s Mill, to Gorton, in Car- 
roll county. 

34. That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from New: 
Lisbon, Columbizena county, in the State of Ohio, 
by Clarkson, Mail’s Cross-roads, to Beavertown, 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 

4h, That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Can- 
ton, Stark county, by Sandy and Georgetown, to 
Salem, in Columbiana county, Ohio. 

Sth. That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from: Pe- 
tersburg, through Beaver Township, Green Vil- 
lage, and New Albany, to Salem, Columbiana 
county, in the State of Onio. 

On motion of Mr. H. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Joseph Parker, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, on the pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Reselved, That the Committee on Public Lands 


i 
j 
| 
| 
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f 
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be: instructed. to inquire into the expediency of 
extending to the heirs and legal representatives of 
Edmund Jones, late of the county of Amite, in the 
State of Mississippi, deceased, the provisions of 
the act of Congress passed March 21st, 1828, en- 
titled “ An act to revive and continue in force the 
several acts makiug provisions for the extinguish- 
ment of the debt due to the United States by the 
purchasers of public lands,” and of making the 
relinquishment of the west half of the northwest 
quarter of section No. 13, of township No. 3, in 
range 3 east, in the land district west of Pearl 
river, made by Samuel B. Marsh, administrator of 
said Jones, of the same effect and validity as if the 
said relinquishment had been executed prior to the 
4th of July, 1839. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
changing the location of the office of superintendent | 
of Indian affairs from St. Louis, in Missouri, to 
Arkansas; and' that said committee be instructed 
to inquire of the Secretary of War into the expe- 
diency of making the change in the. location of 
said cffice. f 

On motion of Mr. MeCARTY, 

. Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Philip C. Hayle, of 
Indiana, a soldier of the Revolution, upon the 
pension list. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be the 
resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law, as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were en- 
gaged in the Indian wars down to the year 1794, 
and the amendment of it by Mr. Boupin, to 
appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the community, 

. and how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. LANE resumed his remarks, and having 
said that he was not surprised at the quarter from 
whence the objections to conferring the benefits of 
the pension system to the frontier men of the West 
had come, he proceeded to combat these objections, 
and contended that the constituents of those gentle- 
men were those who had principally derived bene- 
fits from the exertions of the persons whom it was 
the object of the bill to relieve—their claims were 
strong, because by them millions had been brought 
into the Treasury by the sale of the public lands, 
and millions had been otherwise acquired to the 
country. It was not necessary for hig to go into 
a comparison of the justice of their claims and | 
those of the soldiers of the Revolution. It was 
sufficient that it was shown that they had those 
claims. Their wars were not, as was said, waged | 
from petty or private motives, and although not 
enlisted, enrolled, or drafted as volunteers, as it | 
was said they ought to be to entitle them to be put | 
on the pension list, many of these men wasted 
their whole lives in this dangerous service. They 
were the pioneers of the West, and in their conflicts | 
were always fighting at a greater disadvantage 
than others, who in the hour of danger could either | 
retreat or be relieved. 

It had been said that if these men were placed 
on the pension list it would be thereby swelled to 
an extent beyond the resources of the country; but 
in addition to what he had urged against this ob- 
jection on the previous day, he would remark that 
the entire number which appeared to be on the list, 
under the acts passed for the soldiers of the Revo- 
lution, did not at present exceed 25,000, and that | 
the whole number that was supposed to be entitled 
to be put on the list did not exceed thirty-five | 
thousand; and he contended, from a calculation 
made of their respective ages and services, that the | 
persons now sought to be put on the list would | 
only supply the vacancies created by the death of | 
those previously on it. He advocated their claims 
because their services were not of a common or 
ordinary nature; for, whilst the soldiers of other | 
countries were acting from mercenary motives, to | 
gratify the passions of some powerful ruler, these | 
were, under numerous privations, fighting for them- į 
selves to defend the Republic, and in preserving to 
those who were left at home all the enjoyments 


of society. Was it not, then, only just that, hav- 


ing devoted their lives for such purposes, they 
should be entitled, ata certain period, to some aid? 
Their right to such aid was not a question which 
rested upon the practice of any Legislature, or 
upon the quantum of services rendered, but it was 
founded on a truer principle, that when given by 
the gratitude of the people, it operated to after- 
times as an incentive to noble deeds. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Prvcuwey] had, 
however, said that the whole system of pensions 
had a demoralizing effect; that it was unconstitu- 
tional. . We had truly fallen upon extraordinary 
days. Nothing could be done now, or attempted, 


but the cry was raised that the Constitution was 


violated, and that usurpation was the order of the 
I 


day. Was this, however, consistent with good 
policy? Was it right that every measure should 
be denounced, and that nothing should be done 
that was contrary to the letter of the Constitution? 
However opposed, as he acknowledged he was, to 
the doctrine of implication, yet he could not agree 
that it was any violation of the Constitution to 
extend their gratitude to those who performed 
extraordinary services; and such, he contended, 
must be deemed the services of those engaged in 
the conflicts with the Indians on the frontiers; for 
where once the savage Indian roamed were now 
the seats of commercial cities, farm-houses, and 
all the enjoyments of society. 

These were some of the benefits derived from 
their exertions. Immense territories had been 
acquired, now peopled by emigrants from all the 
other States; and all these had been obtained, not 
by warfare carried on in the usual manner, but by 
warfare by night as well as by day. Too often 
they had to meet in the dark hour of night, the 
savage lurking to surprise and pounce upon his 
prey. There was not a breeze of wind upon which 
the war-whoop did not float; not a step that was 
not a step of danger, if not of death; not a tree of 
the forest, or a valley in the West, which did not 
witness thescenesof the barbarians, revelling, with 
hands reiting and knives drenched in the blood of 
the whites. The very snows were stained with 
their blood. Yet all this was but petty in the esti- 
mation of some honorable members. He acknowl- 


have been cast upon the valor of men who had, 
under such chivalrous circumstances, acquired and 
retained the possessions of which others had now 
the enjoyment. But their valor had descended 
unto their children, as the history of the last war 
told too well. They had nobly defended their 
country, and if some of them had been where they 
could have aided the gallant efforts of a Barney, 
the Capitol would not have been in flames, and the 
Speaker’s chair would not have been polluted by 
the audacity of a British Admiral. He was‘in- 
clined to give to the Constitution a liberal con- 
struction; to the executive departments a liberal, 
but yet a watchful confidence, deeming ita fearful 
practice, at all times, and for all things, to be con- 
stantly sounding the tocsin of alarm, that whatever 
wag done was unconstitutional; for it would follow 
from such an unceasing cry, that when danger 
really did come, the cry was so often unnecessarily 
raised, the people could not give credit to it. The 
Capitol was not the spot from whencesuch alarms 
should proceed; for if safety could be found any- 
where, it ought to be at the hands of those whom 


war-worn veteran of the West the miserable pit- 
tance now sought for him, or who say they had 
all for revenge, but nothing for gratitude. He 
would not say as others did, that he belonged to no 
:party, for he did belong to one, but that party was 
his country, her honor, and her glory; and he 
called on those who really loved their country to 
cease such useless alarm; to unite rather in re- 
warding the claims of the meritorious, and do 
justice to those who performed eminent services. 
By taking this course with their venerable Chief 


could hear his voice from the watch-tower, and 
then could exclaim with him, All’s well. 

The hour allotted for morning business having 
expired, the House proceeded to the orders of the 


day. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the 


|| following letter received from the Postmaster 


General: 


edged he was astonished that imputations should | 


the people had honored with their confidence, and |j 
not at the hands of those who could deny to the | 


Magistrate,in whom they could safely trust, they || 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
January 23, 1834. 
Siz: In obedience to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, passed March Ist, 1825, I have 
the honor to transmit you herewith a statement of 
the net amount of postage accruing at each post 
office, in each State and Territory of the United 
States, for one year, ending March 31st, 1833, and 
showing the net amount accruing in each State and 
Territory. 
With great respect, 
obedient servant, 


I have the honor tobe your 


W. T. BARRY. 


Hon. ANDREW STEVENSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. WISE, of Virginia, on leave, submitted 
the following resolution: A 2 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings be instructed to inquire into the propriety and 
expediency of employing American artists to exe- 
cùte four national paintings, appropriate to fiil the 
vacant niches in the rotundo of the Capitol, corre- 
sponding to those executed by Trumbull. 

The question being taken, the resolution was 
agreed to—83 to 49. 


The joint resolution from the Senate providing 
for the purchase of ten copies of the laws of the 
United States, for the library, was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 


The bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named, was taken up and read a third 


time. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to amend the bill by 
reducing the pension of Leslie Combs from twenty 
dollars to five dollars per month. 

The SPEAKER decided that 
amend was not in order. 

Mr. CONNOR then moved to recommit the bill 
| with instructions to the committee to strike out the 
clause granting a pension to Leslie Combs. 

Mr. BURGES opposed the motion, and advo- 
cated the claim of the individual to a pension. 

The discussion was continued by Mr. WARD- 
WELL and Mr. PARKS, who opposed the claim. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, being very anx- 
ious, he said, that the House should dispose of 
some business to-day, felt constrained to move the 
previous question—but he yielded the floor to 

Mr. LOVE, who wished to make some expla- 
nation. 

The motion for the previous question was then 
| made and lost. 

The discussion was further continued by Mr. 
HAWES, Mr. MANN, and Mr. CHILTON 
ALLAN, of Kentucky, who spoke in panegyrical 
terms of Combs. The House was also briefly ad- 
dressed on the subject by Messrs. BURGES and 
| EVANS in favor of retaining the name of Combs 
on the list; and by Messrs. PARKS, BROWN, 
BOULDIN, and DICKERSON against it. The 
discussion was of a desultory and unimportant na- 
ture, affecting chiefly the character and claims of 
Combs himself—with the exception that the House 
should hesitate concerning the pretensions of indi- 
viduals, for whose claims a commissioner and a 
distinct office were specially appointed. If the 
i pretensions had been of a valid nature they would 
have been properly appreciated and rewarded, 
without having had recourse to Congress. 

The question was then put, that the name of 
Leslie Combs be struck off the bill. Buta demand 
being made to have the yeas and nays on the 
question, a considerable lapse of time was occu- 
pied; when about three o’clock, the result was 
declared to be 124 yeas for striking off the name, 
and 66 nays. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, then moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn over to Monday. 
Adopted. 

_A couple of. private bills were read a second 
time and committed. 


The House then adjourned over till Monday 
next. 


the motion to 


We have disposed of all the back numbers of 
the Congressional Globe. Those who subscribe 
for it hereafter, will receive the number for the week 
in which their subscription is received, and all the 
| future numbers. 
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“SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1834. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 27, 1834. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Mr. Donelson, 
his Private Secretary. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN rose to present a 
memorial of the citizens of Newark, New Jersey, 
on the subject of the agitations in the business and 
currency of the country. 

Mr. F. said the memorial was signed by 1341 
citizens of that place, comprising the great mass 
of the business population of that place, without 
distinction of party, or political feeling, deploring 
the late direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to which they ascribe the shock which the public 
credit and confidence has sustained. It proclaimed 
the voice of the hardy sons of honest industry in 
that place, who feel that a severe blow has been 
struck at their interests and prosperity. Mr. F. 
thought there was no political economist on garth 
who would not agree with them, that when this 
blow was struck, it was such a blowas would pro- 
duce the effects complained of.. And why was it 
not so? At that period we had arrived at a crisis, 
as has been most appropriately and truly said by 
other gentlemen, of the most unexampled pros- 
perity, when public business and pursuits were 
strained to the utmost stretch of public confidence, 


and a stroke at this must affect the whole credit of |i 


the community. He said the memorial was signed 
without distinction of party; that it was far above 
party; and it was so. 1 
names of some of the President’s best friends, who 


had adhered to him through good and through evil |: 


report. What motive could they have for making 
such representation? What motive could any Sen- 
ator have to pluck a feather from his crown? They 
would rather (he spoke with confidence for him- 
self) add another laurel to his well-earned wreath, 
not as a victory, but rather that he should retrace 
a step which had proved so calamitous to the 
country. Mr. F. would wish to persuade him that 
such a course would place his fame far above the 
reach of calumny. It was strange it did not occur 
to him, when he was fulminating his anathemas 
against the bank, that their effects never would 
reach it. There sits Mr. Biddle, in the presidency 
of the bank, as calm as a summer’s morning, with 
his directors around him, receiving his salary, with 
everything moving on harmoniously: and has this 
stroke reached him? No, sir. The blow has fallen 
on the friends of the President and the country. 
But he thought the sympathies of every Senator 
would be excited when he called it to the recol- 
lection of the Senate that himself and his col- 
league had received instructions from the respect- 


able Legislature of New Jersey, relative to the | 


course they should pursue upon this question— 
instructions, in terms unequivocal and not to be 
mistaken, requiring them to approve the course of 
the Secretary in the removal of the deposites. 
The subject was one of great interest, and he 
paused to ascertain the claims and character of 
those who had given the instructions. Was the 
Legislature invested with a power to instruct their 
Senators here what to do? No: if so, we had 
better change places. He felt that he trod en deli- 
cate ground, but he was not afraid of it. Where 


the Legislature pronounced the full expression of |; 
public sentiment, he would feel himself bound to ;! 
give that expression his support, or to afford them | 


an opportunity of choosing some one who would 
comply with their wishes. But while he held in 
one hand the instructions of the State representa- 
tives, he held in the other a much deeper and 
louder voice, that of the people. ‘They were per- 
fect antipodes to each other. Where, then, shall 
we go? And he would say, he would go for the 
people, where their will could be ascertained, By 
this he was willing to rise or fall, and he felt that 
he should be sustained in it by his constituents, 
But he would not leave this subject without ad- 
mitting one exception. Jt was no part of his be- 
lief that a Representative must follow the voice of 
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The paper contained the | 
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his constituents, or resign histrust. Bathe thought 
there were occasions when the public exigencies 


him, and, in such a case, he had nothing to con- 
sole him but the vindication of his own conscience. 
In this instance he would follow the digtates of his 
own judgment, and he believed he should be sus- 
tained by his constituents, in which, he thought, 
his coleague joined him. The reasons for the 
difference of opinion between the resolutions of 
the Legislature of his own*State and himself, he 


aoe time, to ask leave of the Senate to state 
them. 

He requested that the memorial should be read; 
which being done, he moved its reference to the 
Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
j ate a communication from the Secretary of the 


received recently reports from the directors of the 
! Bank of the United States. The department was 
not in possession of theinformation sought for by 
the resolution. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the committee of con- 
ference of the two Houses on the appropriation 
bill, made a report; which, on his motion, was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
W. remarked that the committee had agreed, and 
| when the report was called up, he should explain 
i the reasons which led to that result. 

Mr. SI{LSBEE presented the memorial of sun- 

dry citizens of Boston, praying the establishment 
by Government of marine seminaries; which was 
: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. POINDEXTER, agreeably to notice, in- 
| troduced a bill for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of Fayetteville, in the county of Washington, and 
| Territory of A:kansas; which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented a memorial from 
| the Legislature of Mississippi, asking Congress 
| for a grant of land for the construction of a canal; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals. 


Mr. POINDEXTER also presented a memorial 
from the same Legislature, praying that public 
lands which might remain undisposed of for two 
years after they were thrown into market, might 
be surrendered to the countiesin which they were 
| situated, for the purposes of education. 

Mr. POINDEXTER also presented a memorial 
from the same Legislature, praying that certain 
modifications may be made in the act constituting 
the city of Natchez a port of entry; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. POINDEXTER also presented a memorial 
frorn the same Legislature, praying aid in the con- 
l! struction of a road through the interior of the 
| State; also suggesting some regulation in the'trans- 
| portation of the mails, and to make Vicksburg, 
| on the Mississippi, a port of entry; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


i: from the same Legistature, asking that provision 
may be made changing the location in certain 

| eases of school lands; which was referred to the 
Committee.on Public Lands. 


tory to frame a consiliulion preparatory to admis 
E sion into the Union; which was read and refefred 
: to a select committee of five. 


Mr. LINN made a report from the Committee 

: on Enrolled Bills, 

' Petitions were presented by Messrs. ROBBINS, 
WEBSTER, KANE, and SOUTHARD, of a 
private nature; which were referred to the usual 
committees. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i a billto enable the Inhabitants of Michigan Terri- 
| 
li 
| 
| 
i 


t 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| habitants of several of the wards in the city of 
Washington, asking Congress to make an appro- 


required that such a charge must be thrown upon | 


would ‘not now give, but he designed, at some | 


Treasury, in conformity with the resolution of Mr. | 
Benron, inquiring whether the Secretary had į 


Mr. | 


Mr. POINDEXTER also presented a memorial | 


Mr. TIPTON, agreeably to notige, introduced, 


Mr. Teros, Mr. Gruxpy, Mr. Porter, Mr. i 
| Naupain,and Mr. Ewine, compose thecommittee. į; 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition ofin- : 


priation to macadamize certain streets and avenues 
|| in said city; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for the Cumberland road passing through 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT here announced the 
special order to be the motion’‘of Mr. CALHOUN 
for the repeal of the Force bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN not feeling disposed to inter- 
rupt the debate now in progress on the’removal 
of the deposites, declined calling it up, but inti- 

‘mated that he should do so this day two weeks. 

The resolutions offered on Friday were adopted, 
with the exception of thatof Mr. POINDEXTER, 
calling for the information from the Secretary of . 
the Treasury relative to the public lands, Mr. 
FORSYTH having madea statement of the causes 
which prevented the Commissioner of the Land 
Office from complying with the call of the 19th of 
December. 

Mr. POINDEXTER was under the impression 
that the Commissioner had misunderstood the 
character of the information sought for; and from 
the statement of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Forsytn,] had gonéinto unnecessary labor. The 
resolution merely called for abstracts. He hoped 
in a few days the Senate would get the informa- 
tion, and he therefore should not press the subject, 

jand moved that it be laid upon the table; which 
|| was agreed to. j 

| The VICE PRESIDENT then announced the 
special order of the day to be the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. FORSYTH rose and addressed the Senate 
until the usual hour of adjournment; when, with- 
out concluding, he gave way toa motion for ad- 
journment. 
‘+ On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 
| The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, January 27, 1834, 


Mr. LYTLE, of Ohio, presented a memorial 
containing resolutions from a meeting of citizens 
in Cincinnati. The memorial stated that the reso- ` 
lutions had been passed at a meeting convened by 
a call from upwards of six hundred citizens. The 
i| resolutions urged the restoration of the deposites 
to the United States Bank; and concluded by a ~ 
resolution that their representative in Congress be. 
instructed to support the prayer of the petition, 

On presenting the memorial, the following re- 
marks were made by Mr. Lyrir: 

The House will discover that by this memorial, 
I am specially instructed to sustain the views of 
those who have presented that paper. As a pub- 
lic servant, acknowledging as I do the right of the 
people to instruct their Representative, and pledged 
as Tam, and ever wish to be, to sustain that doc- 

trine to its fullest legitimate extent, I claim the in- 
|i dulgence of this Elouse, while I assign a few rea- 
| sons why Í am constrained to question the right 
i of my instructors, in this particular instance, to 
i! instruct me as they have done, and distinctly to 

deciare that I cannot, and will nol, obey them. When 

the voice of a majority of my constituents is heard 
to direct me ja ine path of my legislative duties, it 
, Shall be most implicitly obeyed; 1 will prompily 
l; yield to that authority; and if | cannot conscien- 
ulously pursae its mandate, | will be the last man 
j on earth to obstract a full expression of the pop- 
» ular will. But knowing, as Í do, that these reso- 
p lutions only emanate from a minority; a meagre 
minority, of those chiefly whe opposed my election, 
| tog, 1 would be most faithless to the principles 
; which F have here declayed should ever govern an 
honest representative, if] did obey them. No, sir, , 
i: Ihave those proofs with me now, which declared, in 
- a language not to be misunderstood, that upon this 
H subject my constituents are still with me in feeling 


i 
| 
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and in sentiment, as they were at the time when 
at the polls they instracted me. Shall 1, then, || 
when possessed of the unchanged evidence of my || 
district upon this subject, tern traitor to the trust |i 
confided to me? Shall 1 disappoint the wishes of | 
a majority of some eight or ten thousand voters, to ji 
grauiy a meeting called by some seven hundred? il 
And that meeting composed, too, mainly of my || 
opponents? for in the whole catalogue of names | 
which appear upon the paper calling this meeting, 
I only recognize the names of some half a dozen 
who supported me. Sir, I would be recreant 
to that trust, apostate to those principles which I | 
avowed should ever govern me, and a craven cul- 
prit at the forum of my own conscience, if I were 
now to act in obedience to their instructions. $ 
never can, then, and never will give a vote by 
which I shall aid directly or indirectly the power 
or perpetuity of this most odiousinstitution. Why, 
sir, you have, in the language of this memorial, 
nothing more than a reiteration of the same faila- 
cies which were employed by the signers to defeat || 
my election, ‘Tile issue, sir, between the bank j| 
and the country was fairly and fully tried a year 
ago. A jury of the whole district sat in judguient 
upon them, and by a large majority of more than 
six hundred of the panel I had a verdict against 
the bank. Sir, the judgment was a righteous 
one, and no aid of mine shall ever be given to 
reverse it. 

I have said, sir, that the memorialists were of || 
the most elevated and respectable character—in- || 
dividuals towards whom | entertain a high per- || 
sonalregard, but who lostno opportunity that their 
wealth, their talents, their high standing, their 
long residence among the people, or theie untiring 
industry could effect to defeat my election, in vir- | 
tue of all these auxiliaries, and upon the very prin- į 
ciple which gave birth to this memorial, As li 
could notcompromise then, | will scarcely accom: į; 
rnodate them now, | 

Butis it not strange, and worthy of some notice, || 
Mr. Speaker, that several of the most eftictent 
managers of this meeting were men who have, | 
through a long life, been attached foa party which 
has ever denied the whole doctrine of instruction— 
staunch Federalists, who have made the represent- 
ative independent of his constituents, and who 
now, for the first time, come forward as converts 
to the old republican doctrine of representative 
amenability, and apply, or attempt to apply, to 
me their newly-adopted principle, and on an oc- |: 
casion when it is most singularly inapplicable? | 
Why, sir, if 1 had never heard of my constitu- | 
ents since my election, the very names on that | 
paper would be enough to satisfy me (I mean the 
great body of them) that those who supported 
me then were opposed at this time to the views of 
the memorialists. 

It is only by elections, Mr. Speaker, that a per- 
fect expression of the popular will can ever be 
obtained. The worthy gentlemen who here claim 
toinstruct me in their views of the policy and ex- 
pediency of sustaining the United States Bank, 
at the expense of what I humbly conceive to be 
every principle of constitutional liberty, had an |! 
opportunity todo so atthe last congressional elec- 
tion. Heaven and earth will bear witness that ; 
they did make this effort, and if they failed, God 
knows, it was not by neglecting the aids which | 
their high standing in the community afforded | 
them to carry these points in their exertions to |! 
prostrate me. But those exertions were met, : 
boldly and fairly met, and triumphantly resisted, | 
by the opposing suffrages of an honest, unbiased, 
and unbought yeomanry. 

Sir, dof hezard anything in this declaration, | 
with the evidences of public cpinion that I have | 
before me? L will call the attention of the House 
to some indication of popular feeling on this subject, 
in the form of resolutions adopted by the people ot | 
Ohio since the removal of the public deposites, 

Mr. L. here read the resolutions adopted by his 
constituents, advocating the removal of the public 
deposites, and expressing a confidence that he 
would sustain the Administration in that measure. 

Sir, | have not presented these resolutions to ‘| 
the House, nor do 1 mean to do it. It was nei- || 
ther expected nor required of me. Butit was the 
voice of a convention of delegates, assembled, sir, 
not upon a six hours? notice, but by public adver- 
tisements for days and weeks previous to its 


| principles on which we all agreed at the. period of | 


| E never wiil desert. 


| people? 


| And while [ avow my determination to take these | 
; testimonials of publie opinion as my guide in ref- 


| their especial patronage, for the purpose of teach- 
ing them the vital necessity of sustaining tnis 
invaluable institution. 


i I freely admit should, in all cases, control the 


į nati friends, that before they took it upon them, 
ias a minority, to instruct me in the form and 


assembling, and composed of delegates from the 
various wards of the city, and townships of the 
county, comprising the disirict; and what is their 
mandate?—what their instructions? Why, sir, so 
far from instructions, they do not even request any 
thing from me. But thank God they express an 
unshaken confidence in my firmness in sustaining, 
so far as my abilities permitted, the views and 


my election, and which, I am proud to tell them, 
These teach me, sir, that the | 
people of my district are unchanged in their hos- | 
tility to the United States Bank; that they are 
strengthened in their conviction of its hourly 
inroads upon the Constitution, and upon ogr con- 
atituted authorities, and that the very safety of 
the country requires thedestruction of this lawless 
aggressor. 

Bat, sir, this is not all: the feeling is general | 
out of Cincinnati.. These sentiments are enter- | 
tained, as 1 will undertake to show by resolutions | 
passed on the 3.h of Jannary last, at the seat of | 
government in Ohio. {in submitung these, Mr. 
L. was interrupted by Mr. Warmocen, who 
called Mr. Lyrnue to order, but after some cou- j 
versation withdrew his call, when Mr. L. pro- | 
ceeded to read the resolution of the convention, 
and also of the General Assembly of the State of} 
Ohio, which he said had been adopted in the one 
case by a unanimous vote, and in the other by į 


larze majorities of both branches.] |} 


Mr. Lyris continued. I have here, then, to | 


sustain me not only the opinions of my friends 


triet—but also the voice of a whole convention of 
more than two hundred delegates from every sec- i 


i tion of the State, the largest that ever metin Onio, jj 


a public act of the General Assembly of that State, 
supported by the Senators and Representatives 
from my immediate district. 
disregarded, and set at nought at the dictation of 
a few who were ever opposed to me on this sub- 
ject? Shall the mass of the people govern, or | 
shall the country be controlled by the selfish and 
contracted views of an interested fraction of the | 
Sir, this may be the republican reading 
which your memonialists derive from the Consti- 
tution of their country. Dut I take leave to say, 
that I got my version of it from other instructors. | 


erence to the bank, | indulge the hope that they | 
will be regarded by this House as entitled to at 
feast an equal respect with the swarm of memo- 
rials which have lately crowded our tables from 
boards of tradé, chambers of commerce, count- 
ing-house establishments, stock-jobbing associa- 
tions, who seem to have taken Congress under 


In conctusion, then, sir, I have the consolation 
of knowing that both from my district and State | 
{ am sustained by the will of that majority which | 

H 


representative; and Í have only to add, that if the 
worthy gentlemen—to whom I feel indebted for | 
their support at my election, and whose signa- i 
tures to this paper would indicate a change of 
opinion—wil!, in addition to their own, procure 
the names of those five or six thousand others 
who, in October, 1832, thought with them, that ! 
the power and influence of this bank was, instead | 
of a blessing, a growing curse upon the people. I i 
here publicly declare that, although my vote shall | 
never be given to uphold the bank, I will no 
longer oppose myself as a barrier to their will, 
however pernicious | may regard its consequences. 
Sir, ender such circumstances, I pledge myself 
to vacate my seat, and again try the question be- 
fore the same tribunal, by whose judgment I now 
occupy a place upon this floor. 

But, sir, I will beg leave to say to my Cincin- 


manner which they have done, it would have been 
well to have thought of the operation that their 
course would produce on the action of another 
representative in another place, possessed of their : 
confidence, and adopting their views, and who ! 
stands instructed by the public voice of that body | 
which created him a Senator. 


| 


j: 
rj 
! r . + è ! 
i those who elected me in my own immediate dis- i 
H 


Are ail these to be |! 


{Here Mr. L. was calied to order by the CHAIR, 


‘and informed that any reverence toa member of 
i the Senate was out of order, and unparhamentary.] 


Mr. L. explained, and said, | may at least be 


i allowed to state the case hypothetically. Ifa rep- 


resentative is bound by the instructions of his im- 
mediate constituents, in whatever form they may 
come to him, (where the difficulty is so great of 
procuring the actual sense of the majority of elect- 
ors,) how much more imperative should be the 
clearly expressed will of a State Legislature upon 
a Senator of their own appointment, and under 
the most direct and absolute amenability to the 
creating power. 

In the one case, there must always be uncertain- 
ty; in the other, no room left for doubt or cavil. 
In this sentiment 1 am borne out and sustaincd by 
the opinions of another, occu;-ying also a high and 
responsible situation before the people, who told 
the Legislature, as their Chief Magistrate, in an 
oficial message, only one short year ago, that 
“ the people of New Jersey, by themselves, through 
‘ their representatives here, and to their represen’atives 
‘ there, have the right, and are bound by duty to 
‘ themselves, to convey their commands on this as 
‘on any other interesting topic; and it tsetheir busi- 
* ness both to watch and control the doings of their 
‘ genéiul agents, and, as they appointed them, so 


| e correct their, wanderings and errors.” 


1 


And yet, sir, this very functionary is now placed 
in the most awkward and embarrassing of all posi- 
tions by the operation of his own principles, fresh 
and new-born as they are. He is constrained 
either to vote aguinst his specch or to speak against his 


1 vote! t 


Instructed, sir, as I feel myself to bë, by the ex- 
pression of the people, given so decidedly against 
the bank at my election, | feel safe in a strict ad- 
herence to the poll-book record. From this course 
I shall not depart until the same. people shall in- 


| struct me otherwise; and in this act of obedience 


I shall indeed feel that I have been faithful and 
consistent as a representative, in withholding all 


| aid from this most subtle, dangerous, and lawless 


invader of the Constitution and the country’s 
peace. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND presented some memo- 


i rials, signed by a number of the inhabitants of the 


first congressional district, approving of the re- 
moval of the deposites. 

Mr. McCARTY presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Fayette county, Indiana, praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 


i lambia; which, on motion of Mr. McCARTY, 


was referred to the Committee for the District of 


: Columbia. 


Mi. EWING submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the schedule of lands within five 
miles of the surveyed line of the Wabash and Erie 
canal, (and bordering on the Maumee river, fromt 
the State line of Indiana eastwardly as far as the 
towns of Maumee and Perrysburg, in the State of 

hio,) sold by authority of a proclamation of the 
President of the United States, regardless of the 
act of Congress previously sanctioned, donating 
the same to the State of Indiana, upon certain 
accepted conditions, (which schedule is herewith 
presented,) be referred to the select committee on 
the Wabash and Erie canal lands. 


Mr. EWING asserted that the sale of the public 
lands on the Wabash river was in opposition to 
the act of Congress in 1827, and involved the con- 
duct of the Commissioner of the Land Office. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, considered it rather 
rash to pledge the House by such a resolution, 
stating as a fact that of which they had no knowl- 
edge, nor previous informutign whereon to come 
to theconclusion adopted in the resolution. If the 
resolution required merely an inquiry concerning 
the sale, it would not be obnoxious to his objec- 
tion, and it might ultimately obtain the end sought 
by the gentleman from Indiana. 

A desultory debate followed between Messrs. 
EWING and CLAY, which terminated in a mo- 
tion by Mr. Cray that the consideration of the 
resolution should be postponed till next day. 

This motion was adopted; and an attempt sub- 
sequently made by Mr. VINTON, of Ohio, to 
reconsider the mouon of postponement, was neg- 
atived without a division. 
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Mr. WHITTLESEY reported bills for the re- 
lief of Samuel Butler, and of Francis Lasselleand 
others. 

Mr. BINNEY, a bill making appropriations for 
the support of West Point Academy for 1834; 
also, a bill to extend the provisions of the act to 
release from duty iron intended, and actually used, 
for the purpose of railroads, &e. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, bills making appropria- 
tions for life-boats, light-houses, beacons, monu- 
ments, and buoys, for 1834. 

Mr. BELL, of Ohio, a bill for the relief of Eliz- 
abeth Swain. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, a bill to repeal certain 
duties on goods imported, &c. 

Mr. HUBBARD, a bill authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to refund certain dutieS*paid 
on goods imported by D. Watson & Co. 

Mr. WARDWELL, abill authorizing the Sec- 
retary of War to establish a pension agency at 
Milledgeville, Georgia; and 

Mr. POLK, a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for 1834. - All which bills 
were read twice and committed. 

Mr. POLK, from the committee appointed by 
the House to meet the committee appointed by 
the Senate, to confer on the disagreement.of the 
House to the amendment proposed by the Senate 
to the bill commonly called the House appropria- 
tion bill, reported that the committee had unani- 
mously agreed to strike out that partafter the 16th 
section of the bill, and proposing for adoption, in 


lieu thereof, in substance, viz: that neither House | 


shall subscribe or purchase any books, &c., in 
future, unless an appropriation shall be especially 
made for that purpose; that $5,000 additional shall 
be appropriated to the joint library of Congress, 
and that all books and printing, heretofore ordered 
by either EHlouse, shall be paid for out of any 
moneys not otherwise appropriated. Mr. Pork 
having moved to refer the report to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS rose, not to offer any ob- 
jection to the report itself, but to inquire as to a 
question of order, whether the conferees had the 
right to submit the proposition just read? It 
seemed to him that they had entered upon an en- 
tirely new subject. An appropriation to sub- 
scribe to the library, which had not any reference 
to the question upon which the disagreement took 
place—the power of either House to make appro- 
priations for the purchase of books; for if it was 
in order for them to do this, he thought they might 
as well have reported a complete and general ap- 
propriation bill. f 

The SPEAKER said that there was nothing in 
the report to prevent its being sent to the com- 
mittee. The subject-matter of it wasa question 
upon which the House were to decide. He 


thought that the proposition might have been en- |; 


tertained by the committee of conference, as being 
connected with the subject upon which the House 
had disagreed, namely, the printing and purchas- 
ing of books; but it was for the House to say 
whether the committee of conference had trans- 
cended the powers vested in them by the House. 


Mr. POLK remarked that the propositions were | 


substantially connected with the subject-matter in 
dispute between thetwo Houses. The committee 
having unanimously agreed that, in future, neither 
House should use their contingent funds for the 
purchase of books, &c., it had been suggested to 
them that there might arise a necessity to purchase 
various important works for the library, for which 
there would not be adequate funds; and as this 
concession did not arise from the giving up of any 
principle, but was necessary to promote that har- 
mony which should ever exist between the two 
Houses, they had agreed to recommend that an 
additional subscription of $5,000 should be made 
to the Congress library for that purpose for this 
year. Someof the Library Committee happened 
to be on the committee of conference, and the ap- 


propriation had been considered coming within ; 
the duties assigned them, and connected with the; 


same subject. 
Mr. WILDE inquired if he was to understand 


that a decision had been made as to the point of 


order? 

The SPEAKER. repeated, that it was for any 
member of the House, when the report was in 
committee, to urge objectionsif he thought proper. 


| to any subscription to be made for the Library, yet | 
| he apprehended that the committee of conference 


| ence between the present recommendation for the | 


The report was then referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 
House susp@ided the role, and went into that 
committee, Mr. CLAY in the chair, for the pur- 
pose of taking it up. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked for the readin 


clause. 


g of the 


Mr. FOOT calied for the reading of the entire |! 


bill. It was read accordingly. 
Mr, WILDE said, although he would not object | 


having been appointed for a certain purpose only, | 
it was not competent for them, under such limited | 
authority, to recommend to the House to strike | 
out any part of a bill which had previously re- | 


ceived its sanction. There was, in fact, no differ- | 


subscription to the library, than if it had been 
submitted as a distinct proposition; however good, | 
therefore, was their intention, it was manifest | 
that they had exceeded their authority, in conse- | 
quence of which excess, their acts, like the acts 
of other agents, became void. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that the lines recom- 
mended to be stricken out formed an integral part | 
of that which was the subject of disagreement, and | 
that the committee had not gone beyond the point | 
assigned them. 

A desultory conversation then arose, in which 
the power of the committee of conference to make 
the recommendation, &c., was combatted by 
Messrs. WILLIAMS, ARCHER, FOOT, and J. | 
Q. ADAMS, and sustained by Speaker STEVEN- | 
SON and Mr. POLK. 

A motion was made by Mr. WILLIAMS, for | 
the committee to rise, and was negatived—ayes 65, | 
noes not counted. | 

The question was then taken on the committee | 
concurring in the report, and decided in the afirma- į 
tive—yeas 88, nays 79. 

The committee thereupon rose and reported the 
same to the House; and, 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tourspay, January 28, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr, Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. 


Bolitha Laws, deceased; which was read. a first 

and second time, and, with. the report, ordered to 
| be printed. f 
Mr. TIPTON gave notice that he should, to- 
| morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to enable the 
į inhabitants of Arkansas to form a constitution pre- 
vious to the admission of that Territory into the 
Union. 
i A communication was presented by the CHAIR 
| from the War Department, in relation to the de- 
| struction of the beacon on Steele’s Ledge; which, 
On motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, was referred to 
i the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a communication from the same depart- 
ment relative to the number of Indian emigrants; 
i which, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill establishing Jand districts in the State 
of lilinois was read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. KANE, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Martha Bailey and 
others, with an amendment. 

Mr. BROWN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Henry Warrow. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. MOORE, McKEAN, TIPTON, and 
SWIFT. 

The following bills were read 
| passed: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Shirbley. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
TALLMADGE: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| declaring by law the effect of liens of judgments 
: obtained in the courts of the United States, and of 
‘ limiting such liens to the same extent as judgments 
| in the supreme or superior courts of the several 


a third time and 


|| States. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
| of the day, being the ` 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
Mr. FORSYTII resumed, and concluded his 


|! speech. 


| Mr. SPRAGUE and Mr. GRUNDY simulta- 
neously rose to move an adjournment. The Chair 


The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- || decided in favor of Mr. SPRAGUE, upon whose 


ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting certain documents relative to the removal of 
the deposites from the Bank of the United States; | 
which, 

On motion of Mr. WRBSTER, was laid on the | 
table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from cer- 
tain citizens of Pennsylvania, approving the course 
of the Secretary of the Treasury in removing the 
deposites, and praying that they may not be re- 
stored to the Bank of the-United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, from the Committee | 
on Manufactures, reporied a bill relative to duties 
upon hardware; which was read. . 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, temporarily occupying | 


. 


motion ; 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, January 28, 1834. 

The standing committees reported bills-— 

For the relief of the heirs of William Pollard; 

For the relief of Sutton Stephens; 

For the relief of Thomas Dixon & Co.; 

For the relief of John Barton; 

For the relief of Noah Chittenden; 

All of which were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and made the order of the day 
for Wednesday. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


thechair, presented a communication from theSec- 
retary of the Treasury, ia compliance with the | 
resolution of Mr. Surpxey, calling for information į 


sued, in which Messrs. SPRAGUE, SHEPLEY, | 
KNIGHT, and SILSBEE participated; when the | 
communication and documents were referred to | 


| the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be ; 


printed. 
A message was received from the House of | 


| Representatives, by Mr. Frankum, its Clerk, ac- l 


companied with sundry enrolled bills which had į; 
received the Speaker’s signature. 


Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


li of taking immediately such measures as may re- 


relative to the amount of tonnage employed in the |! store a metallic currency of gold and silver coins 


West India trade. || : h f 
After the letter had been read a`discussion en- |} Ple» report on the subject by bill. 


i o On motion of Mr. McKIM, 


to the country, and, at as early a day as practica- 


| Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
; an appropriation for the purchase of a site, and the 
| erection of a marine hospital, in or near the city 
i of Baltimore. 

On motion of Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


‘land Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


Mr. TIPTON presented a joint resolution of | expediency of establishing a mail route, commenc- 
the Legislature of Indiana, praying for the estab- | ing at the Spring House, in Montgomery county, 
lishment of a harbor within the limits of that i! thence by Acuff’s to Heisler’s Tavern, on the Al- 


Commerce. 


! State; which was referred to the Committee on |: lentownroad, thence by Thomas White’s, Franco- 
‘i nia Post Office, Gerhart’s Tavern, Trambowers- 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, | ville, Everhart’s, Herizel’s, to Frysbury,on the old 


i 


reported a bill for the relief of the administrator of ¢ Bethlehem and Allentown road, in Lehigh county. 
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Mr, H. EVERETT, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported the following resolution; 
which, under a rule, lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the present 
and future liabilities of the United States to Indians 
and indian tribes under existing Indian treaties, 
exhibiting, in tabular form, the dates of the trea- 
ties; the names cf the tribes parties thereto; the 
several sums and annuities, designating whether in 
money or goods, stipulated to be paid or delivered; 
the term of payment or delivery; the place where 
to be paid or delivered; and the specific services 
and specific articles stipulated to be performed for 
and delivered to them; the terms thereof; the place 
where to be performed or delivered; with an 
estimate of the expense of the performance of 
such stipulations; and the stipulations for removing 
Indians from the States, with an estimate of the 
number of Indians to be removed, and of the ex- 
penses of their removal. , 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of Mr. DONELSON, 
his Private Secretary, giving a detailed account of 
the penitentiary in the District, from the warden; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

THE PENSION LAWS. 

The order of the day was then declared to be the 
resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were en- 
gaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 1794, 
and the amendment to it by Mr. Boutnry, to ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the moral effects 
of the pension system upon the community, and 
how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. DENNY, of Pennsylvania, ably supported 
the original resolution, and encountered the objec- 
tions urged both against the pension system in 
general, and against its extension to the soldiers of 
the frontier in particular. Ithad been said that by 
the Constitution, Congress had no power to pension 
even the soldiers of the revolutionary war, and 
much less had they power to pension those of the 
frontier. The gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pincxney,] who had used this argument, 
asserted that the pension system originated with 
the much abused protectivesystem. This, Mr. D. 
denied. Elesaid the pension system was not only 
coeval with the Constitution, but existed before it, 
as it does now. What existed before, with, and 
after the adoption of the Constitution, is not, there- 
fore, unconstitutional; nor did it appear unconsti- 
tutional to General Washington, who patriotically 
recommended it to the special attention of Congress. 
Indeed, the power of Congress to establish a pen- 
sion fund is granted in that part of the Constitution 
which empowers it to raise and support an army. 

The gentleman from South Carolina asserts also 
that the pension laws are unequal in operation, and 
therefore unjust, for a great majority of those on 
the pension list reside north and west of the Poto- 
mac, Thisiscertainly thecase. Butwhy? Be- 
cause most of the soldiers of the revolutionary 
war were from places situated north and west of 
the Potomac. ‘Within their territories originated 
the war with the British, and with them were the 
enemy first encountered. Nay, when the war was 
changed towards the southern States, there were 
the northern and western soldiers to be found 


incorporated with the army of the Confederation. |: 


At the defeat of General Burgoyne no less than 
thirty thousand soldiers were from the northern 
States; and these marched wherever the enemy 
was to be found. 

With regard to the argument of the gentleman 
from Rhode Island, that the war was private, not 
public, it was only necessary to refer to the com- 


plaint made by the western Indians, thatthey were |} 


not included in the treaty of peace made with the 
British in ’83; and that in consequence, the bel- 
ligerency was continued separately with them as 


having been first the allies of Britain, and next the |} 


principals—the war being evidently continuous 
and the same. So speak all historians of the In- 
dian war, classing it invariably as a concomitant 
and a consequence of the revolutionary war. 

But an equally strong argument is, that the re- 


sult of that war was for the national benefit in the |; 


7 i 
| benefit of the national Treasury, not for the benefit 

| of any particular State; frora thesegfunds of the 
| National Government will the soldiers (whose ex- 

| ertions secured them) be entitled to look for com- 
pensation. The National Government were bound 

| to remunerate them by a public bounty either of 
i lands or moneys. 

Mr. D. defended Generals Harmar and St. Clair 
from the attacks made on them, and concluded his 
‘address by hoping Congress would administer oil 
to the glimmering lamp of life of those: sı Lliers 
engaged in the Indian wars, before it became ex- 
| tinguished. 

The discussion was postponed to consider the 
prevalent order of the day at one o’clock, viz: 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 

i motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 

| Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 

Ways and Means—the question being on the 

‘amendment submitted by Mr. JONES, as an 

‘amendment to that previously submitted by. Mr. 

McDUFFIE, viz: to add to the motion for refer- 

| ence the following instructions to that committee: 

i Inquire into the expediency of depositing the 

i “revenue hereafter collected in the State banks in 

i © the different States, where the same is collected, 

‘in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 

i fand to prescribe the terms on which the same 

i€ shall be deposited ; and to report by bill or other- 

| © wise, ”? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, (of Connecticut,) re- 

j sumed, directing his arguments chiefly to that part 

| of the discussion whether Congress had the power 

i to apply a remedy for the existing public distress, | 
jand whether they could, and how they should, 

i exert that power, if it existed. This question of 

i the power of Congressis involved in the sufficiency 

i of the reasons assigned by the Secretary of the 

‘Treasury for withdrawing the deposites from the 

| bank; for if they are insufficient, the right of Con- 

| gress to restore them is a necessary consequence. 

| Now, as the Secretary of the Treasury has made 

| Specified principles the basis of facts adduced to 

į justify his order for the removal, it will be essential 

| to consider the truth or propriety of those principles 

‘themselves, before treating of the facts superin- 

| duced on them. i 

| The first of these arguments is, that the Treas- 

| ury Department, being an executive department, 

| is subject to the supervision of the President, who, 

| being bound by the Constitution to see that the 
‘laws shall be faithfully executed, is bound to con- 
| trol as he pleases the manner or means of their 
| being executed; and therefore, that he is not only 
| justified in specifying to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury the manner in which that officer should 
conduct the affairs of his department, but should 
see they are conducted as he shall so dictate, and 
: shall remove any who prove refractory. But 
| without waiting to notice the assertion that the 
| Treasury Department is an executive department, 
| he thinks it not a little remarkable, as well as con- 
i tradictory, that the President denies in theory (in 
} his last annual message) the power of the head of 
the executive which he maintains in practice. To 
deny the freedom of action is a slander on any 
; who claims to be a citizen. | 
| Again: The very language with which the orders 

; of the Secretaries of State and of the War and 

| Navy Departments are introduced to publie notice, 

is of itself conclusive as to the authority of the | 
| President over the Treasury Department. Every 

i document issued from the offices of the former 

! three departments is asserted to be by the authority | 
: of the President; but no such language is found in 
j a Treasury order. ; 

But the argument to prove the power of the 
| President to control the heads of the departments 
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‘granted to every citizen of these United States. 


|| satisfactory to Congress ? 


of the Supreme Court. The President has the 
power to.appoint and remove the marshal, But 
should the President think proper to require the 
marshal not to publish the decrees, would he be 
entitled to the asserted right of removal if the mar- 
shal did publish contrary to hisorder? Thus we 
would have to rest on the thorns of a republican 
Government, whence every vestige of liberty had 
fied, if the doctrine of control, broached by the 


| Opposition, became gesieral in its application. 


Suppose another instance in that of territorial 
judges, whose term of office is four years. If a 
territorial judge of Florida thought proper to issue 


| a decree from the district court of that Territory 
| relative to a sale of land, and that the President 


thought proper to send his interdiction that no 
such decree should pass, under the penalty of re- 
moving the judge from his office, where could 
there be freedom of the exercise of will and wis- 
dom of constitutional right and official privilege? 
Suppose, again, the situation of the librarian to 
the library of Congress: the President appoints 
him, and has the power of removal. But suppose 
that the Joint Library Committee thought proper 
to order an invoice of books for the use of the 
library, and that the President, in his wisdom, 


| thought proper to order the librarian not to make 


out the order, under pain of removal, would not 
the librarian be justified in obeying the com- 
mittee? 

Indeed, the unlimited power advocated for the 
President over those whom he may appoint to 
office, and can remove, would prevent the discre- 


| tionary exercise of the very power with which any 


officer of Government may be ‘invested ex officio. 
No treaty or contract could be performed without 
the dictum of the President. 

But if the control over the deposites had not 
been given by the bank charter to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, but to the Speaker of the House, or 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, would the 
President have the power to control these officers 


iin the exercise of the discretionary power vested 


in them by law? Or would he have the right to 
remove them, because they insisted on their right 
to decide for themselves? And suppose, further, 
that the control was not given to the Speaker by 
virtue of his office, but to Andrew Stevenson, of 
Virginia: would the authority of the President to 
see the laws executed empower him to control the 
exercise of the discretionary authority given by 
Congress to Andrew Stevenson? 

And if not in such an instance, neither can the 
controlligg authority in any other to whom Con- 
gress has specially delegated the power of removal. 
1f Congress saw fit to entrust the discretionary 
poweg to the President, in conformity with his 
general authority, they would have so specified; 
but they have particularly exonerated him from 
all responsibility and all execution of the law, by 
throwing the responsibility and execution on an- 
other. So that, whether by name or office, the 
person on whom the responsibility and power are 
devolved, it is taken off the President, who is con- 
sequently supposed to have no control nor inter-’ 
ference whatever. 

The main inquiry therefore resolves itself into 


| the question, can that law which invests a discre- 


tionary power in one person be faithfully executed 
by another? If so, then is the President clear; 
but if not, then is he culpable in having assumed 
the control where thé law gave him none. 

If the law contemplated that the reasons of the 
President should be the authority of the Secretary 
of the Treasury for removing the deposites, then 
the sum of his task would be merely to give a 
report, stating that he had received such and such 
reasons (like those mentioned in the message to 


|| the Cabinet) from the President, and that he was 


guided and bound by them. Would this report be 
Would the reasons of 
another be sufficient where he was temanded to 
furnish his own? 


Ar. H. next combatted the assertion by the 


‘Secretary of the Treasury in his report, of his 


reserved power not only to remove the deposites, 
but to remove them where he judged best. The 
only power over the deposites with which the Sec- 
retary was invested lay inthe charter of the bank; 
if he had no power granted, he had none reserved, 
{lis power after the removal of the deposites was 
precisely that which he possessed over them before 
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the charter. By this charter he had no power 
granted. Before this charter, he had none re- 
served over the custody or control of the deposites, 
To the Treasurer, not to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, was the custody committed, guarantied | 
by abond, Thecustody taken from the Treasurer 
to be confided to the bank, reverted to the Treas- 
urer when taken from the bank. Now, the Secre- 
tary pretends to derive his custody power from a 
previous authority, with which he was invested 
before the deposites had been confided to the bank. 
If such reserved power is proved not to have so 
existed, then the necessary consequence is, thatthe 
Secretary has exceeded his authority in removing 
the deposites to other banks. The Secretary fas, 
indeed, depended for his reserved power on the | 
authority given him to collect the public revenue; 
but the collection gives him no power as to the 
custody, which is invested by law in another. 
Mr. EI. said, that as no member had been found : 
willing to justify the reason put forth by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury—that he, not the Louse, 
had the sole right of removing the deposites, by 
the terms of the charter—he thought it hardly 
required argument or illustration to refute such a 
pernicious doctrine. However beneath the sub- 
ject almost to discuss such a dogma, he might be 
permitted to refer to an article that lately appeared 
in one of the public prints, which occurred in the 
reign of Charles the 2J, as not inappropriate to the 
present times, and in reference to the Secretary ’s 
‘opinion. In that scrap of history, the Secretary 
would find something like a precedent. (Mr. Fi. 
here quoted an occurrence, in which the advisers | 
of Charles the 2d had interfered, to prevent the 
House of Commons of his time from appoint- 
ing supervisors, by whom the public money could | 
be secured.] After which he said he could not 
concur with other reasons, that this power to 
remove was absolute and unconditional; for the 
people and the bank, being both equally interested 
inhis acts, he thought that the true reason for 
which it was.given was, to enable the House, if 
that power was not rightfully or satisfactorily 
exercised, to restore the deposites, and thereby 
the faith of the nation, which was plighted by the 
charter, that the deposites should be given to the 
bank; and he argued to show, that if the Secreta- 
ry’s power was thus as claimed by him, to be un- 
constitutional, that it must follow, that, although 
the House might come to the conclusion that he, 
in withdrawing the public funds from the bank, 
had done wrong, and from which they would direct 
them to be restored, yet, that this direction—that 
they should be restored—would be rendered of no 
effect, as he might subsequently act independent 
of Congress, and again and again withdraw them, | 
as often as they should be restored. But was 
it denied that Congress had the power of order- 
ing them to be restored? If the doctrine was 
sound, it must follow that the Congress was pow- 
erless. He could further show that the Secretary 
himself had, in a subsequent part of his report, 
stood self-contradicted on this very assumption, 
for he admits that the power given him by the act 
incorporating the bank is the same; neither more 
nor less than that which was previously conferred 
on the Treasury Department, and which he might 
have rightfully exercised under the laws existing 
before the charter was granted; which authority, 
„to use his own words, ‘‘gave him the power to 
‘take care of the public money, and deposite it 
‘ for safe-keeping, and in convenient places.” But 
where was it that the power was given, unlimited, 
to him, previously to that given by the charter? 
Nowhere; and he therefore contended that if the 
- bank was safe as respected the care of the public 
money; if it had acted as a faithful fiscal agent, | 
and had disbursed their money according to the | 
wants of the Government, then the Secretary had 
not, on his own admission, the authority given 
him to remove the public funds, and he had over- 
ed his authority. 
iher could he Tnt to his doctrine tbat he | 
could remove the deposites whenever the publie in- 
terest would, in his opinion, require such removal, 
This was both unsound and dangerous; for as it | 
would be difficult to ascertain exactly the precise 
point of convenience by which he would be really | 
justified, he thought Congress never intended to 
vest such a power, to be acted upon by any single 
individual, at his sole will and ‘pleasure. He? 


| duties? Was there not amongst them, that one 


‘of the public money was not inserted; but ‘as it | 


piven hy the Secretary of the Treasury, ‘that the 


| when the bank was incorporated, it was not consid- 


| our liberties? The Secretary states also, that pub- | 


| On this, he would only remark, that in the last 


would not go at length over the other grounds as- 
sumed by the Secretary in relation to this, but he 
would submit to the House, and maintain, that 
from the true construction to be given to the act, 
the bank had not only a legal, but they had an 
equitable, right to the use and benefit arising from 
the care of the public moneys, until the expi- 
ration of the charter granted them, if it discharged 
all those duties which had been enjoined by the | 
charter. 

The Secretary seemed to suppose that there 
were no other powers given, and the money could 
only remain there, unul he might otherwise order 
and direct. But were there not many other pro- 
visions in the act, granting important privileges, | 
and imposing on the institation many onerous 
duties, and were there not ample provisions to. 
compel the faithful discharge by the bank of those 


imposing a bonus, to be paid for their privileges? 
Although the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Jones] 
denied that this was to be deemed an equivalent 
for depositing the public money, yet the only rea- 
son he had given for that denial was, that in the 
act, introduced in 1814, such a right to the custody | 


was inserted in the present charter, it seemed to | 
him a more correct inference to suppose that the 
right was inserted to show thatit was to be secured 
to the bank; and looking then to all the circum- 
stances connected with the granting of the char- 
ter, its provisions, and the remedy that was to be 
applied in case any of the provisions were not 
complied with, or looking to what ought to be done 
for any misconduct committed in the management 
of the institution, he thought that the Secretary | 
had mistaken his rights, and proceeded to exerta 

enal power over the institution which did not 
rightfully belong to him, in virtue of his office, as | 
the fiscal officer of the Government. 

If it was objected that the bank has violated the | 
charter, then it was in the power of the President 
to cause the charter to be broken, and this wasin | 
the power of the judicial tribunals of the country 
to do, by the usual process of issuing a scire į 
facias. 


Mr. H. proceeded to examine the other reasons 


ank was a monopoly,” &c. Whilst he agreed 
that the bank had no actual right to the renewal, 
he called to the recollection of the House, that 


ered a monopoly. At the commencement much 
difficulty had occurred in procuring subscriptious. 
But now, there was, owing to this very institution, | 
such stability given to all other banking institu- 
tions, that their stock lists were filled up with avid- į 
ity. Thespeculations of the Secretary, however, 
on this head goes on; he tells you that the institu- 
tion is dangerous to the liberties of the people. 
But this was not a new idea; the same had been 
broached by the travelling agent, appointed by 
Government to inquire into these bank matters. 
Who gave the Secretary power to declare all this, | 
or to regulate his action upon speculations as to | 


tic opinion has been declared against the institution. 


presidential election, the question of rechartering 
the bank was not madeat all. ‘Che Secretary also | 
feared that there would be a large surplus revenue 
in 1836; but this was disproved by the statement 
madein his annual report on the finances, in which 
he expresses a doubt that the revenue would be 
adequate to the expenditure. In this doubt he | 
fully concurred, as he had reason to know by in- 


| formation from mercantile men that importations, 


1 
upon which of course duties were raised, owing to ! 
the depressed state of credit, and the want of funds, | 
must decrease enormously. The bank had hitherto | 
been enabled to sustain the merchants, from the i 
superior confidence placed in it; owing, he pre- i 
sumed, to its ubiquity, as well as its ample re- | 
sources. This institution now, however, dared | 
not to increase their issues, and he would deny | 
that, in the eventof this bank being suffered to ex- | 
pire, without renewing it, the State banks could 
supply the chasm that must arise upon such an 
event in 1836. i 

He wished to know, did the inducements held | 
out for the last three months warrant them in sup- | 


posnog that there could be any alteration in the ' 


1 
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system of the bank, so as ta justify an opinion as 
to its being unsound? During this period, under 
all adverse circumstances, it not only paid all de- 
mands upon it promptly, but it was seen coming 
forward to sustain public credit, even the credit of 
banks in the first commercial city in the country. 
He desired they would appeal to the experience 
they had of the value of the institution, in giving 
to the country a sound and uniform currency. He, 
knowing this, could not assent to the doctrine of 
the Secretary that his act would confer similar 
benefits, or give uniformity to the circulating me- 
diam furnished, or to be furnished by the several 
State banks which he selected as depositories for 
the public money. He thought it right. that the 
public mind should be disabused of the impression 
that the bank had, by improper curtailments, pro- 
duced the depreciation of theday. No orders had 
been given for such curtailment; but, on the cone 
trary, when such a resobution had been submitted 
to the board by the Government directors fora 
gradual curtailment, this resolution, he could state, 
was opposed by every stockholder-director save 
one. Thebank had gone on inassisting the com- 
mercial interests of the country, and had performed 
all the duties assigned it as the fiscal agent of the 
Government. 

But it was said (continued Mr. H.) that, in ex- 
cluding the Government directors from its commit- 
tees,'the bank had violated its charter. If this were 
so, he thought the proper remedy was to apply to 
the judicial tribunals. He could not agree to the 
doctrine that all the bank duties required seven 
directors to executethem. The board of directors, 
he would presume, had a right to regard, in the 
selection of tha Committees, the qualifications of ` 
each person to be placed on them. This was the 
usual course taken here in their cwn committees in 
the House; and it would appear rather strange if 
umbrage upon this point should be taken by those 
who might not be selected by the Speaker upan 
their own opinion of their fitness for such appoint- 
ments, whilst the House vested that discretion in 
the Speaker which the directors of the bank claimed 
for themselves. He would not discuss the objec- 
tion raised as to the three per cents., for it had 
already been so often dissected; for him it nevér 
required any other refutation than that a commit- 
tee of this House had investigated the subject, and 
reported that it neither called for nor needed any 
action on this subject. He would have passed by 
the charge as to the printing concerns of Gales & 
Seaton, and to the ownership of ‘the National In- 
telligencer, but that they flamed inthe report. But 
he would take leave to bear testimony to their high 
character—that no persons were less likely to be 
employed in woxks of corruption. The bank had 
been assailed by the Government and by the press 
in its influence, and was justified in repelling the 
calumnies by which it was assailed. It was rather 
hard that this should be madea matter of reproach. 
In conclusion, Mr. H. remarked, that as the coun- 
try was on the eve of a precipice, from which alone 
itcould besaved by a rightful decision in this ques- 
tion, he trusted that their decision would be such 
as to establish the industrious of all classes on the 
sound and healthy position from which they had 
been so recently driven. 

Mr. ARCHER having obtained the floor, moved 
an adjournment; which prevailed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 29, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donerson, his Private 
Secretary. 


Mr. TIPTON, agreeably to notice, introduced 
a bill to enablethe people of Arkansas Territory to 
form a constitution preparatory to their admission 
into the Union. 

The bill was read twice, and referred to the 
select committee upon a similar bill for the admis- 
sion of Michigan into the Union. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John Watson. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of George M. Grouard; which was 
agreed to. 
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Mr. BROWN presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of North Carolina, praying that the 
title to Indian lands lying within the boundaries of 
that State may be extinguished; referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FRELINGELUYSEN presented another 
memorial, signed by about one ‘hundred citizens 
of Newark, New Jersey, being similar in its char- 
acter to that submitted by him yesterday; which, 
without being read, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. WILKINS presented two. petitions from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of 
slavery wi:hia the District. of Columbia; which 
were referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. ; 

Mr. WILKINS rose to present a petition which 
had been transmitted to him on the great subject 
which was now agitating Congress and the coun- 
try. The petition was most respectably and nu- 
merously signed by citizens of the city and vicin- 
ity of his residence, his neighbors and friends— 
though not his political friends—and was produced 
in consequence of what he had said the other day 
on this subject. At the meeting which was beld 
in Pittsburg,and which was very respectably, and 
che would say numerously attended, a resolution 
was passed which bore on him for an expression 
which be used on the occasion referred to, and out 
of that meeting grew the petition he held in his 
hand.- It represented that he was mistaken in his 
remarks, and that they were received at Pittsburg 
with the utmost regret and astonishment. They | 
represent that distress exists in the westerncountry 
to a very great extent, and they aseribe it to the 
Jate removal of the Government deposites from the | 
United States Bank, fe did not know that they | 
spoke of the actual distress existing, so much as 
of the alarm and consternation which prevails, and i 
the distress which wiil arise from the removal of; 
the depositca. “A 

The petition attributes the breaking up of the 
internal and domestic exchanges and the business 
of the western country to the removal of the de- | 
posites. But, notwithstanding the respectability 
of the meeting, and the facts stated in the petition, 
he did.not acquiesce with them in the belief that | 


| 
the distress did prevail in the western country to f 


which he referred. Fle admitted thut the commerce 
and business of that country bad been interrupted 
by the measures which had been adopted by the 


Bank of the United States in consequence of the |} 


removal of the deposites. But his constituents | 


ii pelling a restoration of the deposites. 


their prices current, their grain, their flour, their 
| coal, their glass, and to the whole circle of their 


| removal of the deposites, and it will be seen that 
theyare mistaken. From the day when the French 


| the highest prices bave been since tlie removal. Fie 


zens where he lived should believe their prosperity 
depended on the United States Bank or the State 
banks. Their means and resources are infinitely 
beyond what the bank can control. Let them look 
| at their machinery, their fuel, their raw material, 
their enterprise, their industry, their steam power, 
! their capital, which the bank cannot deprive them 
of. Ele would ask them to depend on their own 
| skill, industry, and enterprise, which weresnfficient 
| to place them far beyond anything the bank could 
| do against them. There was another fact, which, 
| as Pennsylvania was Geeply interested in it, he 
would allude to. Ele observed in the published list 


Ohio were at 112, while those of Pennsylvania were 
| onlyat 101. Why wasthere this difference? This 
| quotation was from the Philadelphia prices, regu- 
lated by the Philadelphia brokers, who have an in- 
terest in the depreciation of the stock cf Pennsyl- 
i vania. But why issheplaced by her own city, and 
her own metropolis, in this mortifying situation? 
Either of the stocks are reimbursable at the same 
period. Bat with all respect for the enterprise of 
ister State, Ohio, he asked why was this dif- 


; our si 


|| ference? May it be net effected by a combination 


` between the brokers of Phiiadelphia? Pennsylva- 
nia is looked on as debatabie ground at this time. 
Iris designed to operate on the Legislature of the 
| State to induce them to act for the purpose of com- 
j Bat it will 


Í not do. Fe thanked the gentleman from Massa- 
i chusetts [Mr. Wexster] for the complimentary 
| allusion to Pennsylvania, made in his remarks the 
| otherday. And hewould assure him Pennsylvania 
| would go on with her great system of internal im- 
| provements. No combination of any kind or char- 


li acter could stop her till she shall deprive her neigh- 


bor, the empire State, of the great western trade 


ene 


| 
Í 
i 
i 
i 


of a wise, vigorous, and economical State 


|! administration she would proceed. We were now 


| engaged in an honorable emulation for the rich 


would proceed till they had secured it. 


were mistaken in ascribing this derangement of the 
western cxchanges to the removal itsel!; and for t 
this reason, because the resolution of the Bank of | 
the United States, which broke up the western} 
exchanges, passed the direction of the Bank of the ' 
United States two months before the removal, and 


the distress complained of is founded on rumor. |i 


This resolation passed on the 13th August. A vol- i 
unitary and unnecessary act on the part of the bank 
produced these effects, and broke up the western | 
business. i 
The bank had the whole internal exchange of | 
the country in its own hands, and by one stroke 
of the pen it was all broken up, and dissolved on 
the 13 h of August before the deposites were re- 
moved gt New Orleans. Why, sir, these mistakes 
were very natural, and likely to occur when gen- 
temen assembled in a tavern to decide on great | 
constitutional questions. At this meeting gentle- | 
men were appoinied to give their opinions on these | 
important questions,on which the greatest diversity 
of opinian exists here. The resolutions of the | 


{ 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 


gentieman from Kentucky are of amost grave, in- |; 


tricate, and difficult character to decide; and yet, į 
at this meeting,» committee of five gentlemen are 
appointed, who retire to a bar-room, perhaps, and | 
thence report resolutions deciding these most im- | 


portant national questions. They allege that there Hi 


was no authority in the Secretary of the Treasury | 
for removing the deposites; and that, on this point, | 


it wasa most un warrantable assumption of power. |; 


If these remarks had been applied to the Presi- 
dent there would have been some plausibility in 

them. But when declared of the Secretary, that | 
no law or authority existed for this assumption of 

power, they were as much mistaken as when they | 
say that the internal exchanges were broken up by | 
the removal of the Geposites. There is no distress 
in the westera country. Fie would tell his constit- 


| He moved that the petition be read, and then 
| referred to the Committee on I"mance. 

| Mr. WEBSTER said he was not in his seat 
| when the gentleman [Mr. Witxiys] began his 
remarks. But he understood tiat the memorial 


ii which had been presented was respectably and 


i 


r 


numcrously signed by citizens of Pittsburg, com- 


i! plaining of the late Treasury measures. ‘These per- 


sons, thus respectable and numerous, declare that 
| they experience severe evils and great distress. 
| The genileman, their representative, denies it, and 
| says they feel no distress at all. Now, when the 


| fecily well, one of two things follows as a matter 
| of course: it is either a confirmed case of hypo- 
! chondria, or there is a want of skill in the practi- 

tioner. fJe proposed to look to the diagnostics 
and the prescription, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing whether the patient was crazy, or whether the 
physician did not understand the case. But as 
there was not time now before the arrival of one 
o’clock, when the special order would be taken 


i 
i 
{ 
l 


proposed in reply to the genileman, he would move 
to lay the memorial on the table till to-morrow, 


for a few minutes. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WEBSTER asked permission, which was 
granted, to take up the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to enable an enterprising indi- 
idual in Georgia to import a quantity of iron free 
: of duty, for the purpose of making an experiment 
in the construction of an iron steamboat. 


i 
| 
! for a third reading. 


i 
| 
| ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


uents to look at their bank note exchange list; to 
manufactures; to their sales of real estate since the | 


j and Hadians first settled there to the present time, | 


| was mortified that the intelligent enterprising citi- | 


of the prices of stocks that those of the State of | 


which she now enjoyed. Under the superintend- | 


up, for him te make the few remarks which he ; 


The: 


bil was considered, and ordered to be engrossed H 


when he would ask tke indulgence of the Senate 


mitted to the 


adopted. 
Petitions were presented by Messrs. TIPTON, 


HILL, and LINN; which were severally referred 
to the usual committees. 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time: 

A biil for the relief of John Bills, with an amend- 
ment, 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Small. 

[After this bill had been ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, Mr. POINDEXTER, after 
making several remarks, and expressing a wish 
that a principle involved in it might be settled, as 
several other Lills were in a similar situation, moved 
the reconsideration of the order which had just 
been taken. 

Some remarks were made by Mr. KANE, chair- 
man of the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
i in reply; when 

Mr. FORSYTH suggested that there was no 
need of a reconsideration, as the argument which 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. P.] wished 
to make, might be offered to the Senate upon the 
passage of the bill; upon which 

Mr. POINDEXTER withdrew his motion with 
the understanding that the bill would not be taken 
up during his absence.} 

A bill making appropriations for certain roads 
in Michigan Territory, with an amendment; 

A bill for the relief of Calvin Smith; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas H. 
Boyle; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lawrence 
| Milligan. 

The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
| oi the day, being Mr. CLAY’S resolutions upon 
i the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

Mr. SPRAGUE addressed the Senate until 
half past three o’clock, when he concluded his 
speech. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepyespay, January 29, 1834. 
Mz. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of 


dowry which Ohio now holds in her lap; and they Josepu Baten and 


Mr. CLAY, a bill for the relief of Samuel IT. 
Dobson; which were severally read twice and 
committed, S 
! Mr. BOCKEE reported-a billto incorporate the 
: Columbian Horticultural Society in the District of 
i Columbia; which was read twice and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 
| Mr. ©. P. WHITE reported a bill to regulate ` 
j the value of certain foreign silvercoin in the United 
| States. 


| MrJ.@. ADAMS inguired if there was any 
i| report accompanying the bill from the commit- 


tee? 


| 
| ; 
| patient is in egony,and the doctor says he is per- | Mr. ©. P. WHITE replied that there was not, 


: as the subject had been reported upon by the com- 
| mittee two sessions ago. 

he bill was then read twice and committed. 

| 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS said that as many new mem- 
bers complained they were not enabled to procure 
. a work, the publication of which was ordered by 
: the last Congress, and which was essentially ne- 
cessary for them to have, he was induced to submit 
a resolution on thé subject now, lest any difficulty 
might arise hereafter as to its being procured, by 
the new understanding, as to the provision in- 
serted in the House appropriation bill, in respect 
| to the purchase of books, &e. i 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be di- 
rected to purchase a sufficient number of copies of 


; the Legislative and Documentary History of the 


Bank of the United States to furnish one copy to 
each member and Delegate who was not a member 
of the last Congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GORHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee or the Post Office 


| and Post Reads be instructed to inquire into the 
namber of failures of the mail between the city of 
Washington and the city of Boston, in Massachu- 


‘setts, which may have occurred within the last 


_ Anthony, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barniz, Bar- 


.war with Great Britain. 
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; 
eight weeks; and whether any fines have been | 
exacted for such failures from the mail contractors, i 
and to report to this Elouse. | 

On motion of Mr. BURD, Í 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pean- | 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of increasing the pension of William Keller, of | 
Bedford county, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
soldier in the United States dragoons, and an ofii- 
cer in the Army of the United States in the late | 


ra) 


Resolved, ‘That the act of last session of Con- 
gress for the relief of -Riddie, Becktel & Co. 
together with the decision of the Third Auditor o 
the ‘Treasury, be again referred to the Committee 
on Claims fer their decision and explanation. 

Mr. WEITE, of Florida, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies ou the table one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United Siates | 
be requested to communicate to this House the 
correspondence and remonstrance of the Spanish | 
Governors and Ministers, in relation to the inva- 
sion of East DPiorida in the years 1812 and 713, 
and the invasion of West Florida in 1314, and the | 
demands upon the American Govermnent for in- | 
demnity up to the conclusion of the Florida treaty, 
together with the instructions of the Government 
to our Minister in Spain to tender to the Govern- 
ment of Spain satisfaction for the invasion of the | 
Spanish territory at Foxardo by Commodore Por- | 
ter. 

Mr. TIAWES subinitted the following resolu- 
tions: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- : 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of : 
erecting a public armory on the waters of Green ` 
river, in the State of Kentucky. i 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Military Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into`the expediency uf ii 
abolishing the military institution at West Polat, 
in the State of New York. 

The question being taken on their adoption, 
the numbers voung were—ayes 4], noes 54. (No | 
quorum.) ji 

The reading of the resolutions was then called 
for. They were read accordingly. : 

Mr. WARD called for a division of the question. 

The first reso'ution was then agreed to. i 

Mr. GROWN, of New York, then moved to lay |: 
the resolution in relation to the academy at West |: 
Point on the table. i! 

Mr. BOULDIN called for the yeas and nays | 
on that motion; which were ordered; aid the | 
question to lay the resolution on the table was | 
putand negatived: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, Heman Ailen, 


| 
On motion of Mr. VANCE, | 
| 
i 


i 
i 


ringer, Bates, Dayiies, Bean, Binney, Bockee, ; 
Bodie, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Burns, Cage, Cam- |: 
breleng, Chambers, Clark, Corwin, Cramer,Crane, 
Deberry, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Evans, Ed- | 
ward Everett, Livrace Everett, Foot, Fowler, Ful- 

ler, Fulton, Giilet, Gorham, Graham, Grenneil, ` 
Halsey, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Harper, | 
Hathaway, [azeltine, Howell, Huntington, Jar- 
vis, King, Lansing, Lay, Love, Loyall, A. lann, 
Martindale, Melnure, MeKennan, McKim, Me- i: 
Kinley, MeVean, Muhlenberg, Page, Pearce, 
Ramsay, Reed, Schley, Selden, Siade, P. Thomas, 


en 
ep 


at. 
Tarrill, ‘tweedy, Vance, Vanderpoel, Van Hou- ; 
ten, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardweil, Wat i 
mough, Wayne, Campbell P. White, Edward D. 
White, E. Whittlesey, Wise, Young—85. 
NAYS—Messrs. J. Q Adams, John J. Allen, 
Chilton Allan, Wiliam Allen, Barber, Beale, | 
Beatty, Beaumont, John. Dell, James M. Bell, | 
James Blair, John Blair, Bouldin, Bunch, Burd, 
Jurges, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, 
Chinn, Claiborne, Wiljam Clark, Clay, Clayton, 
Clowney, Connor, Couler, Crockett, Darlington, © 
Davis, Davenport, Deming, Philemon Dicker- i: 
aon, David W. Dickinson, Duncan, Dunlap, || 
Felder, Fuimore, Forester, Busier, | Gamble, | 
Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, Grayson, Griffin, Jo- | 
seph Hall, Hiang Hall, ‘Thomas H. Hali, Ha- | 
mer, Hawes, Hubbard, Inge, Wiliam Cost John- | 
son, Cave Johnson, Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, | 
Lane, Laporte, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Lea, | 
vitt, Lyon, Lyde, Joel K. Mann, Marshall, Mar- i 
dis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, MeDufe, 


i 
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
H 


, Congress, 


' his proposition should be adopted. 
Mr. BROWN, of New York, offered another ! 


| McKay, Miller, Milligan, Mitchell,Osgood,Parks, 
| Parker, Patton, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Pinck- 


ney, Polk, Pope, Potts, Schenck, Shepard, Shinn, 
Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Satheriand, 
Taylor, Philemorm Thomas, Thomson, Turner, 
Webster, Williams, and Wilson—102. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resclation, — 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. LYTLE offered an amendment, but it was 
not conside ed in order. 

Mr. HUBBARD proposed to amend the reso- 
lution by striking out.the words “Committee on 


; Military Afairs,” and inserting “ a select committee, 


lo consist of one member from each State.” - 
Mr. H. remarked that he had voted against the 


| motion to lay the resolution offered by the gentle- 


man from Kentucky on the table, and he had 
done so from a settled conviction that the time had 
arrived when some inquiry into the affairs of this 
institution ought to be made. It was perfectly 
manifest, from what had transpired heretofore, 
and from passing events, that there was an oppo- 
sition, and an increasing opposition, totheacademy 
at West Point; the reasons why, he éould not 


; distinctly tell, but such he believed to be the fact; 


whether it arises from the manner of administer- 
ing the affairs of the institution, or whether from 
the creation of the institution itself, he was unable 
lo say. 

From what had come to his knowledge, he 
believed that the Legislatures of two at least of 
ne Sates of this Union have expressly instructed 
their respective delegations in Congress to oppose 
uil appropriation and every other measure fur the 


benefit of this academy; and in other parts of the f 


Confederacy there were objections to this institu- 
tion. He therefore was of the opinion that an in- 
quiry had Letter be made at once into the propriety 
of continuing the establishment. Such an inquiry 
will of course include everything connected with 
the administration of its affairs. And as it wasa 


preparing this amendment, he had not done it out 


of any disrespect to the Committee on Military ii 


Affuirs, nor had he done it with a view of being 

placed upon the select-committee, as it was his 

pariicular wish to be excused from that service. 
Mr SPEIGUT expressed his regret that the 


| original resolution had been opposed; as, if it was 


adopted, the committee would have itin their power 


to investigate whether there were any abuses con- i 
‘nected with the institution; however, the select - 


committee proposed by the member from New 
Ilampshire would no doubt do ample justice to 
the subject. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he was induced to offer 


| his amendment in consequence of the various opin- 


ions which were held as to the expediency and 
utility of the academy. These opinions had been 
carried so far as to have produccd resolutions from 
some of theState Legislatures; he therefore thought 


tat the subject should be investigated by a select ; 


committee, consisting cf one person from the sev- 


+ eval States in the Union; that it was the only way”) 


to come toa proper decision, whether it was to be 
abolished or haveanpropriations made for its sup- 
port. In taking this course, he begged to be 
understood as decli 


ine 
ng 


amendment, but it was withdrawn, 

Mr. MILLER moved to postpone the farther 
consideration of the subject until Tuesday. 

Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays 
on this motion, but subsequently withdrew his 
cail, 

Mr HAWES accented the amendment offered 
by Mr. HUBBARD, as a modification. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, was about to 
address the House, but was prevented by the ex- 
piration of the hour alloted to morning business. 
(So the subject stands over.) 


being on the committee if i 


The House refused, on motion of Mr. POLK, 
to suspend the rule, and proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the House appropriation bill—ayes 102, 
j noes 66—(nottwo thirds.) ° ; 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


| The House resumed the consideration of the 
|| motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the ` 
|| Treasury on the deposites to the Commi*tee of 
Ways and Means—the question being on. the 
if amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, asan amend- 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. MeDur- 
FIE, viz: to add to the motion for reference the 
following instructions to that committee: “In- 
|| ‘quire into the expediency of depositing the rev- 
|i ‘enue hereafter collected in the State banks in the 
| different States, where the same is collected, in 
| ‘proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 
‘and to prescribe the terms on which the same 
| ‘shall be deposited; and to report by bill or other- 
i| wise”? ; 

i Mr. ARCHER, of Virginia, addressed the 
‘| Chair, The question, he said, had been so long 
i| debated that it was almost impossible to present 
it in any new light. He should endeavor to com- 
press the remarks which he had to offer in rela- 
tion to it, for many reasons admonished him to 
be brief. He owed it to the peculiar position in 
which the Siate which he in part represented 
stood to this question, and he owed it to himself 
to express his views in regard to it. The gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Jones] the other day 
ii made an allusion to himself, by remarking that 
|i he (Mr. Jones} had, during his whole political 
jj life, been an advocate of the doctrine of strict con- 
‘| struction of the Constitution. My principles (said 
; Mr. A.) require that I should advocate the strict 
| construction of the constitutional powers of the 
executive as well as of the legislative branch of 
i Government. Sir, what was this questioh of the 
i| deposites when we first took it up? [It was a 
i question of construction of a statute by a judicial 
|| Officer, What is the question now? Not only in 
i conversation, and in the public press, but in our 
|} 


i 
| 
t 
i 
{ 
H 


| 
i 
f 
H 
i] 
li 
ij 
| 


| debates, it has become a question whether the 
|| Bank of the United States shall be rechartered. 


|i Are gentlemen who have made this new issue 


| 

| try. 
| exercises his spells covertly and in secret; a higher 
power than his overrules the spirits of men by 
; openly assumed responsibility. He would inquire 
| whether this was the real question, and whether 
| we were prevented from correcting the procedure 
1 
H 


j of the Executive by the fear of perpetuating the 
| bank. Whatisthis new issue? At the beginning of 


kad ne chance for escape, for it was predetermined 

that the object of the chase should be run down. 
i The accused being hopeless of defence, makes a 
: new issue to save himself, and he did not at all 
‘i object to it. The Executive first submitted to this 
i! House the question whether the deposites in the 
i Bank of the United States were safe. The House, 


i! after due deliberation, determined that they were 
Í safe, and expressed this determination by an over- 
i whelming majority only a day or two before the 
close of the session. But the Executive will re- 
i mained unchanged, and it was determined that the 
|| deposites should be removed without the assent of 
Congress; arrangements were accordingly made, 
first by transferring the Secretary of the Treasury 
[Mr. McLane] to another department; and next, 
i| by appointing an agent to make provision for-the 
li fatnre deposite of the public money in the State 
| banks, and for the removal of the deposites from 
the Bank of the United States. An Inquiry was 
instituted, not fur the purpose of ascertaining 


| 
i 
| 
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whether the decision of Congréss was correct, but 
of finding means to carry out the predetermined 
will of the Executive. Was this all? No, sir. 
Such was the hurry to complete the removal, lest, 
perchance the representatives of the people should 
again oppose it, that it was ordered before the 
arrangements which were deemed necessary with 
the State banks had been completed. It was ad- 
mitted by the Executive that certain arrangements 
were necessary to the removal of the deposites; 
but he would not await their progress, lest Con- 
gress should interpose and prevent the execution 
of his will, The Executive had hoped to obtain 
the aid of Congress in the execution of his scheme. 
He was disappointed. Hias he then stopped and 
laid aside his plan? No. It was his character to 
defy all obstacles which were opposed to his will. 
The President assumed the responsibility, and 
said to his executive officer, Do this thing, or | 
will remove you. Suppose the President had 
signed the order with his own hand for the re- 
‘moval? There was no man in the country who 
would not have regarded itasa gross outrage. 
Suppose the Secretary of the Treasury had said 
that he had acted in obedience to the President, 
and that that was his reason for the act. Suppose 
he had said that he knew the act to be wrong, 
and hostile to the interests of the country, but he 
had done it because the President ordered him to | 
do it, or quit his office. How would that report | 
have sounded in this Hall? It would have been 
received asan insult and an outrage by every per- 
son who holds a seat here. What is the case now? 
This case has not occurred, but something that is 
not very far short of it. Fle knew weil it was sup- 
posed that there were in this House men who 
wear the harness of party. He did not say it was |! 
so; but if it were true, he was sure that those |! 
manacles would be rent asunder and hurled at any 
Execittive or any Secretary of the Treasury who | 
should come here with such a report as he had į 
supposed. Aftera few words more Mr. A. yielded 
the floor to . 
Mr. GRENNELL, who expressed a hope that 
the House would indulge the member from Vir- 
ginia with an adjournment, as he was laboring 
under evident indisposition. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuunrspay, January 30, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 


| Assembly by a vote of one hundred and eighteen 


| that weight is greatly enhanced by the peculiar cir- 


| during thé first week in November last, one full 
| the members of Assembly voted for, while but one | 


| taken as an expression of public opinion, will be | 


| high gratification to myself to be able to state, as || 


ury, transmitting a report from the Commissioner | 
of the General Land Office, in compliance with the 
resolution of Mr. Pornpexter of the 19th De- 
cember last. s 
Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of an 
individual whose name was not distinctly heard |: 
by the reporter. | 
Mr. WRIGHT submitted to the Senate resolu- | 
tions of the State of New York, approving of the 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury with re- 
gard to the removal of the deposites. Mr. W. in 
presenting the resolutions addressed the Senate as |; 
follows: | 
I hold in my hand, Mr. President, and am about || 
to ask leave to present to the Senate, certain pro- || 
ceedings of the Legislature of my Swate, in which || 
d 
| 


that bedy expresses its sentiments in regard to the 
removal (as itis called) of the public moneys from 
their deposite in the Bank of the United States, |) 
made by order of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
in revard tothe recharter of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted Siatea, and in regard to the existing pressure 
upon the money market in some portions of the |i 
country, with its views of the character and causes |) 
ofthat pr and in which, also, the Legislature ‘| 

H 


expresses its pleasure as to the course which the |! 
representatives of the Siate, upon this floor, shall 

pursue when called to act upon these questions. 
In presenting, a few days since, the proceedings į 
of limited portions of the-pecpie of their respective `| 
States upon the same subjects, honorable Senators || 
took occasion, no doubt properly, to inform the |: 
Senate of the number, character, and standing 
peliticalas well as personal, of those whose senti 
„ments they laid before us; to tell us as well who | 
iey were, as who they were not. | beg the i 


Senate, winks, following the exar 


ce of the 


| I trust it will be of pleasure to liberal-minded men |! 


ji tions of that otherwise highly-favored section of | 
x z y 
| 


! distant when the evidence of its existence and 


fare in a more prosperous and easy condition than |) 
| northwest must we look for every vote against the 
| of the fourteen of these votes. 


i at the election of November last, but in previous ! 
|| years, and all are located beyond the reach of the | 


: towns and villages, all surrounded by a dense, 
‘intelligent, and watchful population, amount- ii 
ing together to at least one million eight hundred - 


|! absent from his seat, or not with cheerfulness and 


ais worthy of remark that the city of New York !: 
“alone elecis eleven, and that every representative 'i 


ple set me, I detail some facts in relation to the 
body whose proceedings it has become my duty 
to present, tending to show the extent to which 
the proceedings themselves claim the respectful 
attention of Congress. : 

The whole number of members allowed by the 
Constitution of the State of New York to its Le- 
gislature, is one hundred and twenty-eight mem- 
bers of Assembly and thirty-two Senators. The 
members of Assembly are apportioned to the fifty- 
five counties of the State according to their respect- 
ive population, and the whole territory is divided 
into eight districts for the election of Senators, 
each district having four, and electing one of the 
four every year. The proceedings which I am 
about to present, were passed in the House of 


for, to nine against, and in the Senate bya vote of 
twenty-three for to five against them; thus show- 
ing the very unusual occurrence, that of the one 
hundred and sixty members elected by the people 
to that Legislature, one hundred and fifty-five 
were present and acting upon these interesting 
and important questions. 

But, sir, if this unexampled strength and una- 
nimity of expression be entitled to weight, and it 
surely must be, while authentic evidence of public 
opinion is allowed an influence in our deliberations, 


cumstances attending the expression. All these 
members of the popular branch of that Legislature, |! 
and eight of the thirty-two Senators were elected 


month after the removal of the deposites, while 
the vote shows that more than thirteen to one of 


of the eight Senators, thus elected, voted against 
the resolutions. Still the strength of this vote, 


much increased by an examination of its territo- 
rial distribution. 

It is well known here, and throughout the coun- 
try, that the extreme western district of the State 
of New York has been unhappily, but most se- į! 
verely, agitated, in consequence of an outrage 
several years since committed against the liberty, 
and probably upon the life, of a citizen. The | 
effects of this outrage have been, not only the 
engendering of the most bitter domestic feuds, but 
the partial establishment of a geographical line of 
separation in feeling between that and the other | 
sections of the State. It is, however, a source of | 


to learn, that this unnatural warfare of feeling is 
most rapidly subsiding; that the deep wounds 
which have been created by it, in the social rela- | 


the State, are healing fast,and that the time is not || 


effects will entirely disappear. In this section of f 
the State, however, not an expression of complaint, || 
as to the pecuniary pressure, has been heard, and || 
from the best advices, 1 believe that, at this mo- | 
ment, its business relations of every description 


they have ever before been. Yet to the west and |; 
| 

resolutions, and to this section alone for eleven out | 
The remaining : 

three are, with one exception, senators not elected 
i 


present pressure—in the agricultural, not in the į 
commercial sections. In those portions of the: 
State embracing our great commercial emporium, | 
and which f think Í may, without arrogance or 
resumption, style the commercial emporium of | 
the United States,) and the extensive citiesof fTud- : 


oN 


an almost endless number of'incorporated trading | 


thousand souls, there was not found a single | 
member of the popular branch of that Legislature 


alacrity recording his name in favor of the reso- 
lations. Of the hundred and twenty-eight mem- 
bers composing this branch of the Legislature, it 


from that city, in either branch of the State Legis- 
lature, responds to the resolutions which I now 
lay before the Senate. 

Of the members of this Legislature, personally, 
it is not my intention to speak. The situations 
they hold, and their public acts, are the legitimate 
evidence of the capacity and respectability of the 
individuals. Itis as the organ, upon this occa- 
sion, of this deliberative body, representing, as 
they do, two millions of freemen, nearly the one 
sixth part of the entire population of the Union; 
a population, too, as commercial—nay, sir, I may 
say more commercial—and employing more capi- 
tal, than any other portion of the country, and col- 
lecting and paying into the national treasury a full 
one third of its whole revenue; a people having 
as deep a stake, pecuniary and otherwise, in the 
prosperity of this country, and as firmly and ar- 
dently devoted to its welfare as any other equal 
portion of its citizens; it is as the organ of such 
a body, representing such a people, that I submit 
to the Senate this part of their public proceedings 
—that I ask to place their almost unanimous 


opinions as to the conduct of-the President, of the 


Secretary of the Treasury, and of the United 
States Bank, upon your files, by the side of simi- 
lar.expressions from the States of Ohio and New 
Jersey; also by the side of different expressiong 
from portions of the people from Boston and New 
Bedford, in Massachusetts; of Salisbury, in North 
Carolina, and Newark, in New Jersey, and such 
other expressions of opinion aS are, or as may 
come, before the Senate upon the subjects; and at 
this interesting crisis in the affairs of our common 
country, I respectfully solicit from the Senate that 
consideration for these proceedings of the Legis- 
lature of my State which a liberal, just, and un- 


| prejudiced estimate of the views and feelings of 


any respectable portion of the citizens of the coun- 
try may demand, and no more. 

Here, sir, I might resume my seat, and I should 
do so'with pleasure, were it not that a part of what 
l have felt to be an imperative duty upon this 
occasion remains to be performed. 

In presenting the proceedings of a meeting of 
a portion of the town of Boston, the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts availed himself of the 
occasion to express his own views as to the exist- 
ence of a public pressure, of its cause, and of the 
appropriate mode of relief. He went further, sir, 
and called upon all, and especially upon those who 
sustain the Administration upon this floor in rela- 
tion to the change of the deposites, to give their 
views as to the future as well as the present pos- 
ture of the pecuniary affairs of the country. As 
an individual, and as one considering it one of my 
highest duties to sustain the Administration in this 
measure, [ am ready to respond to the Senator 
with entire frankness; but in thus accepting his 


| call, I must not be understood as for one moment 


entertaining the vain impression that opinions and 
views pronounced by me, here or elsewhere, will 
acquire any importance because they are my opin- 
ions and my views. I know well, sir, that my 
name carries not with it authority anywhere, but 
I also know, that so far as I may entertain and 


i| shall express opinions which are, or which shall 
|: be found, in accordance with the enlightened 


public opinion of this country, so far they will be 
sustained, and no farther. 

Following, then, Mr. President, the example 
which has been set for me, | shall abstain from a 


; discussion of controverted points, so far as that 


can be done, and enable me to state unreservedly 
my opinions, and to make my views intelligible. 
First, then, as to the fact of an existing pressure 


i; upon the money market: I believe that the recent 
' extensive and sudden curtailment, by the Bank of 


t i the United States, in the facilities for credit, which 
‘i son, Albany, Troy, Schenectady, and Utica, and | 


had before been lavished upon the community, 
has caused very considerable embarrassment to 


_ those in our commercial cities, who had extended 
' widely their moneyed operations, and who had 


made themselves dependent upon these facilities; 
but, at the same time, I believe that these incon- 
veniences have been ia an unimportant degree, 
either directly or consequentially, extended to 
other classes of citizens. I therefore believe, fur-- 
ther, that the extent of the pressure has been 
greatly exaggerated, and that the motives for that 
exaggeration are to be found, primarily, in the 
belief that the present Administration may be 
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brought into disfavor with the people, and may be : 
overthrown through the agency of the panic which | 


is attempted to be gotten up; and, secondarily, in 
the hope that the same panic, if successfully pro- 
duced, may subserve the interests of the institution 
by which it kas been and is to be raised. 
Secondly, as to the immediate cause of the pres- 
sure, I concur fully with the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts that itis an error to attribute it to the; 


mere fact of the change of the depusites. The 
reasons he has assigned for that opinion are sufi- 
cient. They might be amplified and enforced, but 
if is unnecessary upon the present occasion. Past 
experience, concurring facts, and the nature of the 
transaction, all combine to demonstrate that such 
achange would not, necessarily, draw after itsuch 
a result. T concur also with the honorable Sena- 
tor [Mr. Wessrer] in the position that the evil 


complained of 1s tu be attributed to the change | 


Ww 
Gnvernment, the Bank of the United States, and 
the State banks have heretofore occupied relatively 
towards each other, and to the acts which have 
followed thatchange. ‘These positions, as at pres- 
ent existing, are pronounced by the honorable 
Senator to be fulse. That the attitude which the 
Bank of the United States has chosen to assume 
to 
false position I most cheerfully admit; but that 
there has been anything in the conduct of either 
the Government or the State banks to justify or 
even excuse that atitude, I deny, and hope to have 
an opportunity to attempt to disprove. From the 
Government directly no loans could be obtained or 
were expected, and it was well known that the 
State banks which have been selected as the fiscal 
agents of the Government, had extended their 
loans many millions, and to the utmost limit 
authorized by the public deposites in their vaults. 
It is neitner shown nor pretended that the other 
State banks have curtailed their loans in conse- 
quence of thechange of the deposites, except when 
the curtailments by the Bank of the United States 
and its branches have compelled them to do so. 
We have, however, record evidence f.om itself 
thatthe Bank of the United States has curtailed its 


loans, since the first day of August last, and up to |; 


the first day of December last, to the enormous 
amount of ¢9,697,0090, and ail this curtailment has 


taken place in the enure-absence of any revulsion | 


in trade, of any scarcity in the country, or any 


other peculiar cause of embarrassment existing or | 


anticipated. We need not then grope in the field 
of speculation for the cause of the present pressure. 
. It stands before us recorded in letters and figures 


which cannotlie, and which leave us without ex- | 


cuse for misunderstanding or for affecting to mis- 
understand it. $ 
Thirdly. As to the motives for. this conduct on 


the part of the bank, { have already said, I deny ` 


uch has taken place in the positions which the | 


wards the Government and the State banks is a ! 


i files, or those which shall hereafter be placed there, 
| as evidences of public sentiment, shall be examined, 


terof the bank. That, for these constitutional and 
legal acts, it has pleased the bank to wreak its ven- 
geance upon the community, | neither allege nor 
believe: that the State banks have made the slight- 
est hostile movement against it, neither is nor can | 
be pretended. What, then, is the motive for this 
rapid curtailment? I have not the slightest doubt, 
Mr. President, that, in the language of the resolu- 
tions I hold in my hand, it is to be found, and 
found only, in an attempt of the bank, ‘‘ atatime 
‘of general prosperity, to produce pecuniary dis- 
‘ tress and alarm, and in exercising its power with 
ta view to extort a renewal of its charter from the 
‘ fears of the people.’? So much for the pressure, 
and the causes of it. 

I will now consider the remedy for the evil which ! 
the Senator proposes. Leaving the discussion of | 


j everything constitutional, political, and expedient, |: 


the Senator, with his usual tact, goes directly to | 
the matter in hand; and with the utmost confidence | 
he tells us that the remedy is not to be found in the | 
restoration of the deposites, but in the recharter of 
the present bank. Whatever else may be said of | 
this avowal, it must, at least, be admitted that it 
does credit to the candor of the Senator. For my- 
self, thank him, and the country will thank him 
also. It is time, Mr. President, high time, that 
things should be called by their right names in 
relation to the depending controversy ; that the veil 
with which it has hitherto been attempted to dis- 
guise the subject should be torn off, and that the | 
people should know what is the question which 
is, in fact, occupying the attention of Congress. 
This being done by the declaration of the Senate, į 
there is reason to hope that we may hereafter be, 
if we have not heretofore been, aided by contribu- | 
tions of public sentiment, so far as the Senate may | 
think proper to allow influences of that sort to 
enter into its deliberations. And, sir, I venture the 
prediction that if the expressions now upon our 


| itself in open array against, and to attempt to over- 
rule, the Government of the country. I believe 
i the high destiny is yet in store for that venerable 
man of disproving the exalted compliment long 
since paid him by the great apostle of republican- 
ism, ‘* that he had already filled the measure of his 
i country’s glory,’’ and that he is yet to accomplish 
what neither Thomas Jefferson nor his illustrious 
; successor could accomplish, by adding tothe proof 
j which he has so largely contributed to afford, that 
| his country is invincible by arms, the consolatory 
i fact that there is at least one spot upon earth 
where written constitutions are rigidly regarded. 
j I know, sir, that this work which the President 
| has undertaken, and upon the success of which he 
: has, with his usual moral courage, staked the hard- 
‘ earned fruits of a glorious life, is full of difficulty. 


: I know well that it will put the fortitude and pa- 
; triotism of his countrymen to the severest test; but 
| Lam happy also to know that he has, in this in- 
i stance, as heretofore, put himself upon the forti- 
| tude and patriotism of a people who have never yet 
| failed him, or any man who was himself faithful 
-to his country in the hour of peril. 
Of the course which the State which I have the 

honor in part to represent here will take in this 
| great contest, it becomes me, forming so humble a 
| part of its voice in the councils of the nation, and 
| known only by the favors I have received at its 

hands, to speak with great diffidence. In the res- 
olutions I now lay before the Senate, it has spoken 
for itself upon most of the points involved. As to ` 
i the others I feel that my knowledge of the charac- 
| ter of its people, and of the known sentiments of 
whole masses of its public men, will justify me in 
i the confident expression of an opinion that the 
| State will sustain the Executive to the utmost in 
| this controversy; and that I may say to those who 


j| are, and long have been, desirous to restore the 


ii Constitution, in this regard, to its true reading, 
| © now’s the day and now’s the hour” for its ac- 


it will appear that the good sense and ingenuity of 
the Senator, in devising this remedy, has only 
placed bhim ona level with the common opinion 


i of the whole community, as to the real question in 


thata justifiable one isto be found either in the F 
conduct of the Government or of the State banks | 


towards it; and { repeat the asseriion, 
or noi this curtailment of its business has been ren- 


Whether | 


dered necessary on the part of the bank, ia conse- ; 


quence of former mismanagement, I need not iu- 
quire, inasmuch asthe bank itself, and all its friends 


and supporters, here and elsewhere, most strenu- | 


ously deny that its present condition furnishes any 
necessity for increased means. Ihave looked care- 
fully into the instructions originally given by the 


Secretary of the ‘Treasury to the Siate banks in: 


relation to the course to be pursued by them to- 
wards the Bank of the United States, and [ find 
there nothing to warrant an apprehension thatany 
disposition existed on the part of the Government 
to injure the bank, or to embarrass jiin the prose- 
cution of its-lawful business. I have examined, 


with equal care, the instructions given in regard to , 


the trausfer drafts, and the circumstances under 
which they were to be, and were in fact, used. 
And these acts of the Government, taken in con- 
nexion with the large amount of money still Jeftin 
the bank, and which, upon a different supposition, 
would assuredly have been also withdrawn, I hold 
to furnish undeniable evidence that no disposition 


wes entertained or manifested on the part of the: 


Government to wrong this institution, The only 


served by the charter, to change the deposites, and 
i A | e 
to conunue an uncompromising, to be sure, but 


constitutional opposition tothe renewalofthechar- : 


| valuable services already rendered to his country | 


dispute: that every paper favoring the views of the 
opponents of the Administration, has and will, 
expressly or impliedly, recognize the fact that the 
question before the public is, “ Bank, or no bank,” 
and that the real issue has that direction—not the 
disposition of the Government deposites. A peti- 
tion for recharter is a mere matter of form which 
can at any time bebroughtforward. A few days, 
or even a few hours, are sufficient for that object, 
and we ought not to permit ourselves to doubt that 
such a peution will be forthcoming or not, accord- 
ing to the decision of this merely incidental ques- 
tion, now made to assume the placeand importance 
of the real issue. ~ 


i complishment. At all events E have the right to 
|! say that l will place myself by the side of the 
| President to the full extent of the views | have 
|| given, and that I desire to stand or fall with my 
ii constituents as they shall determine the result, 

i| _ I have thus responded, and I hope the Senator 
|| from Massachusetts will allow fully, to so much | 
| of his appeal. I will go on, sir, and cover the 
| whole ground. Fle has asked, if you will neither 
i recharter the present bank nor establish a new 
one, what will you do? Agen individual, sir, and 
i speaking for myself only, I say | will sustain the 
|i executive branch of the Government by all the 
i legal means in my power, in the effort now making 
to substitute the State banks instead of the Bank 
i of the United States as the fiscal agent of the Gov- 
ernment. I believe they are fully competent to 
! the object. Iam wholly unmoved by the alarms 
| which have been sounded, either as to their inse- 


Bat, Mr. President, while I highly approve of 
the open and manly ground taken by the Senator | 


from Massachusetts, [ differ with him foto carlo as |, 


to the remedy he proposes. ‘There is no induce- 


ments which can prevail upon me to vote for the | 


recharter of the Bank of the United States. I 
would oppose this bank upon the ground of its 


flagrant violations of the high trusts confided to it; i} 
but my objections are of a deeper and graver char- jj 


; A . | 
acter. I go against this bank, and against any 


aod every bank to be incorporated by Congress, 


whether to be located at Philadelphia, or New! 


York, or anywhere else within the twenty-four 
independent States which compose this Confed- 


eracy, upon the broad ground which admits not of 
' compromise, that Congress has not the power, by 
; the Constitution, to incorporate such a bank. | 
I may be over-sanguine, Mr. President, but l; 


do most firmly believe that, in addition to the in- 


: by the President of the United States, he is, under | 


Providence, destined still to render her a greater | 


than all, by being mainly instrumental in restoring |! 
i the Constitution of the country to what it was In- | 


tended to be by those who formed it, and to what: 
it was understood to be by the people who adopted | 
it. In relieving that sacred instrument from those | 


constructive and implied additions under which | 


design evinced was, to exercise a legal right, re- © Congress have claimed the right to place beyond 


the reachof the people, and without responsibility, 


| 


a moneyed power, not merely dangerous to public |: 


liberty, but of a character so formidable as to set 


* 


curity, or Influence, or any other danger to be 
apprehended from their employment. I hold the 
steps so far taken in furtherance of this object well 
| warranted by the Constitution and laws of the land, 
and I believe that the honor and best interests of 
| the country imperiously require that they should 
| be fully sustained by the people and by their rep- 
resentatives here. 

That these views are correct, it is not, of course, 
| my intention, at this time, to attempt to show. In 
| some stage of the debate upon this great subject, 
I hope to beable, without trespassing upon the 


i! superior claims of others, to have that opportu- 


nity. > 

| We have been told, and told emphatically, that 
| things cannot remain as they are; that the powers 
| now vested in and exercised by the Secretary of 
the Treasury are too broad, and that legislative 
aid is required. If I have not misunderstood the 
import of remarks, it has also been told to us that 
such aid will be withheld. To this I for the pres- 
| ent only answer that things are now, in thia re- 
| spect, precisely as they were before the incorpora- 
ition of the present bank; that the same powers 
| which the Secretary of the Treasury then had he 
| has still; that by the change of the deposites from 
: the Bank of the United States, the executive de- 
i partment of the Government has been restored 
to the control over the places for the safe-keep- 
ing of the public moneys which it bad by law 
before these moneys were deposited with that in- 
stitution; and that all the law formerly existir g 
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unaltered, the only effect of the provision in the 
charter of the bank being to suspend their opera- 
tion ‘until the Secretary of the Treasury should 
order and direct that the deposites be made else- 
where than in the vaults of that bank. I further 
atate, as my opinion of the law, that by the act of 
ihe Secretary of the Treasury ordering a change of 
the deposites,and by that act only, the full power 
of Congress over the whole subject has been 
restored. : 

If, then, the powers of the Secretary are too; 
broad, as the law now stands, it is the daty of| 
Congress to restrict them; while, if the powers of 
the executive branch of the Government are not 
now fully adequate to the making and executing 
of all needful orders, rules, and regulations, for the 
safe-keeping and convenient management of the 
public moneys, it is equally the duty of Congress 
to legislate further upon thesubject. And whether 
Congress do or do not legislate in either case is a 
matter wholly between its members and their con- 
stituents, for which the Secretary of the Treasury 
is in no way responsible. 

. But, Mr. President, while I am prepared to give- 
to this effort of the Government, to make the State 
banks our fiscal agent for the safe keeping and 
convenient disbursement of the public moneys, a 
full support and a fair experiment, any effort, 
come from what quarter it may, to return to a 
hard money currency, so far as that can be done, 
by the operations of the Federal Government, and 
consistently with the substantial interests of the 
country, shall receive from me a cordial and sin- 
cere support; and no one would more heartily 
rejoice than myself to meet with propositions 
which would render such an effort in any degree 
practicable. 

Still are we told by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts that things cannot remain as they are; that 
unless something, which, according to his views 
of the subject, would afford relief, be done, the 
pressure, the distress, and the agitation, will con- 
tinue, Ihave already stated the source from 
which, and from which alone, in my judgment, 
the present pressure proceeds. 1 have stated, also, 
without reserve, the object which is, in my opin- 
ion, intended to be accomplished by it. Of the 
correctness of my conclusions the Senate and the 
country must judge. Ifthey are, as I believe them 
to be, well founded, it is undoubtedly in the power 
of the bank to continue the pressure, and conse- 
quently the agitation of the public mind, to some 
extent, so long as it shall think it to be for its in- 
terest, and not incompatible with its safety to do 
so. Itisnot for me to speak as with a knowledge 
of its intentions in this respect, and the Senator 
from Massachusetts disclaims all information upon 
the point. Ican, therefore, only state my opinion; 
and it is, that the bank has not entered upon this | 
bold measure without the deepest consideration, 
and that it will not abandon it, the design not being 
accomplished, but upon tife most stern necessity. 

Yet, Mr. President, I trust in God that that ne- 
ceasity will soon, very soon, be made manifest, by 
the attitude which the nation will assume towards 
this daring and dangerous institution. The glo- 
rious American Revolution was but resistance. to 
moneyed power-—yes, sir, to the exercise of a 
moneyed power, without the consent, and beyond | 
the reach, of the people of this country. To this 
our fathers opposed a stern and uncompromising 
resistance, 
Distress in their pecuniary affairs were pictured to 
them in colors to have deterred any but the pure 
spirit of patriotism and love of liberty which led 
them forward. Then the pictures were not im- 
aginary butreal; the distresses were not fancy but | 
fact, The country was not then strong and rich 
and prosperous, but weak and poor and disheart- 
ened; and still their march was onward. They 
armed themselves upon the side of their country, | 
and stood by their Government; and when their! 
hard and perilous services were paid in paper, | 
worth a fortieth or sixtieth part of its nominal 
value, the representative of the dollar was the dol- 
lar to them, for it gave liberty to the people, and 
freed them from the rule cf avarice. And have 
we, their immediate descendants, so soon lost their 
noble spirit? Are we to fold our arms and obey | 
the dictates of a moneyed power, not removed | 


Appeals were made to their: fears. || 


ence by our breath and dependant upon that breath 
for life and being? Are our fears, our avarice, our 
selfish and base passions to be appealed to, and to 
compel us to re-create this power, when we are told 
that the circulation of the country is in its hands— 
that the institutions established by all the inde- 
pendent States of the Confederacy are subject to 
its control, and exist only by its clemency—when 
we see it setting itself up against the Government 
and vaunting its power, throwing from its doors 
our representatives placed at its board, and pro- 
nouncing them unskilful, ungenteel, or incorrigible 
—nay, Mr. President, when it lays upon our tables 
in this Chamber its annunciation to the public, 
classing the President of the United States with 
counterfeiters and felons, and declaring that, as 
kindred subjects, both should receive like treat- 
mentat its hands,—I say, sir, are we to be driven | 
by our fears to recharter such an institution, with 
such evidences of its power, and of its disposition 
to use that power, lying before us authenticated 
by the bank itself? Are we to do this after the 
question has been referred to the people of the 
country, fully argued before them, and their 
decision pronounced against the bank, and in favor 
of the President, by a majority such as never 
before in this Government marked the result of a 
contest at the ballot-boxes? 

Gentlemen talk of revolutions in progress. 
When this action shall take place in the American 
Congress, then, indeed, will a revolution have been 
accomplished—then will your Constitution have 
been yielded up to fear and favor, and your legis- 
lation to be the sic volo, sic jubeo of abank. But, 
Mr. President, I do not distress myself with any 
such forebodings. I know the crisis will be try- 
ing, and I know, too, that the spirit and patriotism 
of the people will be equal to the trial. AsI read 
the indications of public opinion, I see clearly that 
the true question is understood by the country, 
and that itis assuming an attitude towards the 
bank which the occasion calls for. Be assured, sir, 
whatever nice distinctions may be drawn here as 
to the share of infiuence which expressions of the 
popular will upon such a subject are entitled to 
from us, it is possible for that will to assume a 
constitutional shape which the Senate cannot mis- 
understand, and understanding, will not unwisely 
resist. The country, Mr. President, has approved 
of the course of the Executive in his attempts to 
relieve us from the corrupt and corrupting power 
and influence of a national bank; and it will sus- 
tain him in the experiment now making to substi- 
tute the State institutions for such a fiscal agent 
I have the fullest confidence in the ultimate and 
complete success of the trial; but should it not 
| prove satisfactory to the country, it will then be 
time enough to resort to the conceded powers of 
| Congress, or to ask from the people what, until 
every other experiment be faisly and fully tried, 
they will never grant, the power to establish a 
national bank. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied to Mr. Wricur at 
considerable length. 

Mr. CHAMBERS followed also in reply to the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. TALLMADGE continued the debate for 
some time in support of the position and argu- 
ments of his colleague. 

Mr. GRUNDY, in order that the Senate might 
proceed to the special order of the day, moved that 
the resolutions be laid upon the table; which was 
carried— 


Ayes 23, noes 22. 


| 
| 


from our soil, and wielded by stronger hands, but | 
taking root among us; a power spoken into exist- 


Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should 
call up the subject to-morrow morning. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day, being the resolutions offered by Mr. 
Cray upon the 


| 
| 
i REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
1 
| 


| Mr. GRUNDY rose and said that it was a part 
of the history of every free country for persons 
i who were out of power to charge those who were 
| in power with oppression. Sometimes the charge 
: was true, and sometimes only imaginary, and | 
| sometimes neither, but made to operate on the 
; people when the accusers themselves did not be- 


-r 


i lieve it. Frequently great injustice ensued from 
i such charges, and often much good. Such occur- | 
i rences were frequently whclesome and useful, ag ! 


& 


H discharged their duties. 


they enabled the people to apply the proper cor- 
rective if true, and if not, those who were assailed 
would receive the approbation of the community 
for their acts. Believing that there was no unwar- 
rantable assumption of power in this instance, he 
would proceed as briefly as possible to give his 
reasons for the belief. And first, he considered 
the removal of the deposites as emphatically the 
act of the President; he had caused it to be done, 
and whatever of praise or censure the act merited 
was due to him alone. He would not deprive him 
of an act which was his, and it was well suitedt 
the occasion when he said, ‘I take the responsi- 
bility.” Although he did not feel so much alarmed 
as honorable gentlemen did at the act complained 
of, yet he felt astonished when they censured the 
Secretary. What has the Secretary done? He 
had previously filled a high station, and when his 
opinion was asked he gave it distinctly; and when 
he was afterwards called to be Secretary of the 
Treasury he freely and fearlessly stepped forward 
and carried that opinion into execution; and would 
he not have been entitled to the execration of every 
honest manif he had given an opinion when in 
one office, and in another capacity refused to carry 
it into effect? It would not have accorded with 
the high character he sustained in the State from 
which he was taken. In that State, where there 
were high party feelings, he was called -to the high 
office of attorney general; and should we declaim 
thus against a man having so high astore of char- 
acter laid up? Should we censure a man witha 
character spread over the whole country? He 
doubted the good effect of the Senate’s denouncing 
him. 

He thought gentlemen did not look with their 
ordinary care to the true structure of the Govern- 
ment in which we live. What is the great preserv- 
ative principle in its theory? In order to prevent 
the concentration of all the necessary powers in 
one head, those powers were divided and distrib- 
uted among three branches—the executive, legis- 
lative, and judicial. ‘These are the great preserva- 
tives of American liberty, calculated to give safety 
to the people. The Constitution ‘speaks of but 
one will to be obeyed, when that will is expressed. 


|'Take, for instance, the judiciary department. 


When the Supreme Court have pronounced a judg- 
ment, is it not the duty of every judge and subor- 
dinate officer to surrender to the supreme tribunal 
of the country? And if you should say to the 
subordinate, the judge is a mere tool, a driveller, 
you must disregard him, would not every man 
condemn you? Suppose Congress should pass 
an act with the sanction of the President, what is - 
the duty of every officer of the Government and 
citizen of the United States? Conformity to the 
legislative will. Itis the universal law of the land, 
made by the constitutional authority, and if it be 
unwise, the people can cause it to be repealed; but 
until then it must be rigidly observed. Now for 
the application of these principles to the executive 
departments. To the Executive is conferred the 
execution of the laws, and if any one department . 
ought to act with more despatch than another, it 
is that. In order to have one uniform will and 
action in the executive department, the Convention 
which framed the Constitution decided that it 
should be confided to a single individual. Now, 
if the Senate and House of Representatives de- 
termine that anything but the executive will shall 
prevail, they entirely obstruct that department, If 
they should say that any one of the Secretaries of. 
any of the departments should not be responsible 
to the President, you remove and destroy all his 
responsibility. But if you require him to conform 
to his will, you held him to his responsibility. 


|| This has been the whole practice of the country. 


The people elect the President, and hold him re- 


| sponsible to them; but do they elect the Secretary? 


No. The Congress of 1789 declared that the 
operations of Government could not proceed, and 
all their hopes would be frustrated, if the power of 
displacing the executive officers could not be given 
to the President, so that he might see that they 
It was for this reason 
that this power was given to a single individual. 
This was the true construction of the Constitution, 
and acted on by every President down to the pres- 
ent time, and it was hardly necessary to prove its 
existence. But it would appear, by reference to 
the recorded opinion of Mr. Madison, that the 
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7 
power of the President to remove each executive 
officer under his control, was unqualified and 
unrestricted. 

[Mr. G. here read an extract from Mr. Madi- 
son’s opinion.] 

The Constitution says that the executive power 
shall be vested in one individual; and if Mr. Madi- 
son’s opinion was to be regarded, what inference 
was to be drawn from it? Whenever there isa 
difference of opinion in the President and the sub- 
ordinate, the latter should yield bis opinions or 
quit his station. He considered it settled by the 
Constitution, the first Congress, and by the prac- 
tice of forty years that the power exists in the 
President, and he is tHe only person responsible 
to public opinion. But the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Spracur] said, suppose it should turn out 
that the President ordered a thing to be done,and 
the officer was of opinion that he could not per- 
form it, what then was to be done? He (Mr.G.) 
would say, let him resign and go home, if he could 
not conform to the opinions of those who had au- 
thority to command him. He had another remark 

to make. It was true Congress created offices, and 
the President and Senate appoint the officers. But 
did it therefore follow that the officer belonged to 
Congress? No. The Constitution ranges him 
into his apprepriate department. If it be the judi- 
ciary, no one has aright to interfere with its duties 
or rights. But itis not so with the Comptrollers 
or Auditors; theirs are ministerial, not executive 
duties. But let us see to what branch of Govern- 

. ment the Secretary of the Treasury belongs. What 

are his duties? ‘Io superintend the collection of 

the revenue, together with several other duties. 

And are they not ministerial? Sir, they are every 

one ministerial. And if they are of this descrip- 

tion they belong to the executive department, and |j 
you cannot change them. We prescribe the du- | 
ties of all officers, and when that is done our powers 
areatan end. Wecannot carry a singie law into | 
effect, because that duty is assigned to another. |} 

When the law is made We have done all we can |; 

do. We can repeal, alter, change, or modify it 

but the execution of the law belongs to the Chie 

Magistrate, and we have no power over it. The 

great argument is drawn from the sixteenth section 

of the bank charter, that although the Secretary 
may remove the deposites he must give his rea- 
sons to Congress for so doing. Now, the argu- 
ment from this is, that the responsibility is not 
upon the President but upon the Secretary, who 
is under our control. The great error lies in this 
view of thecase. You may require of every officer 
in every Department to give statements, and their | 
reasons for an act. Suppose you should require 

of the district judge of the District of Columbia, | 

the number of causes decided in his court in a 

given time, would that make him executive? You | 

get your information and act upon it, and still you 
cannot touch that independent branch of the Gov- | 
ernment except to require information. And so 
when you require of the Secretary to repost, 1t 18 | 
to give you the foundation on which to make legal 
provision, but this does not show that the Secre- 
tary was acting under your control in this depart- | 
ment, 

“Taving shown thatthe collection of the moneys || 
of the United States is confided to the Depart- | 
ment which is bound to see that the laws are faith- ; 
fally executed, Mr. G. preceeded to show, from 
historical documentary evidence, the practice of |) 
the Government from the origin to the present |j 
day. Gentlemen need feel no alarm about these : 
things. Their ancestors saw the same things || 
performed before, and never then thought them ; 
violations of the Constitution. The first impost ' 
law was paesed in 1789, and the Treasury De 
partment was then formed, and he begged gentle 
men to observe that by it the Secretary could not 

fouch a single dollar of the public money. Itwas , 

not so in 1789, when it was contended that the: 

collection of the revenue devolved on the execu- ; 
tive department. Tle referred to the first letter | 
ever written on the subject by General Hamilton 
to the collectors in Georgia and Savannah, re 
quiring the money collected to be sent to Mr 

Habersham. 

Mr. GRUNDY here observed that 
conclude to-day; and, 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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he couldnot : 


i 


it 


| cussion of the question concerning the removal of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, January 30, 1834. 


Mr. MARSHALL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill providing 
for the settlement of certain revolutionary claims; 
which was twice read. . 

Mr. MARSHALL stated that the object of this 
bill was to refer all claims for commutation 
and other similar claims to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for settlement, and the committee had 
suspended its action upon these claims until this 
bill should be decided upon. 
hoped the House would give it an early consid: 
eration, and he moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, was directed, he 
said, by the Committee on Indian Affairs, to call 
up for consideration the following resolution, re- 
ported from the Committee on Indian Affairs on 
the 28th instant: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the 
present and future liabilities of the United States 
to Indians and Indian tribes, under existing Indian 


treaties; exhibiting, in a tabular form, the dates of | 


the treaties; the. names of the tribés parties there- 
to; the several sums and annuities, designating 
whether in money or goods, stipulated to be paid 
or delivered; the term of payment or delivery; 
the place where to be paid or delivered, and the 
specific services and specific articles stipulated to 
be performed for and delivered to them; the terms 
thereof; the place where to be performed or deliv- 
ered; with an estimate of the expense of the per- 
formance of such stipulations, and the stipulations 


for removing Indians from the States; with an | 


estimate of the number of Indians to be removed, 


ji and of the expenses of their removal. 


The motion being objected to, Mr. EVERETT | 
moved a suspension of the rule, to enable him to: 


call up the resolution. 


The question having been put, it was found ! 


that a quorum had not voted. 

Mr. is VERETT asked the yeas and nays on 
the question, and they were ordered. 

Tne quesuon being then taken on the motion 
to suspend the rule, it was decided in the afirma- 
tive: 

Ayes 144, noes 29. 

The resoiution was then taken up for considere- 
tion and adopted. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be | 


the resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a 


select committee to inquire into the expediency of | 


so extending the general pension law as to embrace 


gaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 1794, 


‘and the amendment of it, by Mr. BOULDIN, to 


appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the community, 
and how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. HANNEGAN addressed the House in 


are, therefore, wholly excluded.] 
REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
The order of the day was declared to be the dis- 


the deposites; but it being understood that Mr. 
ARCHER, who had the flor, was too indisposed 
to proceed, a motion of adjourning that debate was 
almost unanimously adopted. 

Mr. POLK then moved that the House concur 
in the appropriation bill, as reported by the com- 
mittee of conference of both Houses, and agree 
to by a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union which (after a short debate on a ques- 
tion of order) was made the order of the day. 

fr, HUBBARD said that some objections 
having been taken against the bill, as compromised 
by the conference of bot unt 
a variation haviag been made from the original 
bill, he'bad made special researches on the sub- 


The committee | 


within its provisions those persons who were en- | 


h Houses, on account of | 


f ject, that he might ascertain how far the House 
‘could act on a bill thus altered; and he had found 
two cases in point, both of which occurred in 1816. 
| The first was on an action for a bill authorizing a 
convention to regulate the commerce between the 
United States and his Britannic Majesty. An ob- 
l! jection had been madé to the insertion of the word 
declare in the bill as originally drafted; and this 
produced a collision between the two Houses, 
which resulted in a conference. At this confer- 
ence amendments were introduced, not to be found 
in the original bill. Again, in the same year, a 
bill was drafted, appropriating a compensation to 
| the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House. The objections to this also produced a 
conference, which resulted in amendments altering 
the original appearance of the bill. As he there- 
fore saw no point of disagreement between the 
| practice of Congress in the two instances adduced, 
i and that now before the House, the report of the 
| committee of conference should have his sup- 
ort. 
f P Mr.WAYNE, of Georgia, spoke chiefly as to a 
question of order. The bill had been sent from 
|| the Senate with amendments; it was returned with 
a motion of disagreement; it went back in the 
House with a message of adherence by the Senate 
in their amendment; and then the House refused 
a motion to recede, and granted one to confer. 
Now, Mr.Wayye considers that the papers (bills) 
should invariably accompany each motion made, 
and that when not so, the action was not according 
to parliamentary usage. When the Clerk of the 
i! House carried the resolution to the Senate asking 
| the conference, he should have carried also the bill 
ii on which the motion had béen made to the Senate; 
! and with the Senate should it have remained till 
a definite action was had on it. Instead of this 
| course, the papers had not been sent to the Senate; 
ii but had been brought by the committee from the 
| House to the conference and brought back again. 
ii This he considered irrelevant to parliamentary 
|| order, for which he is a decided stickler; and he 
|; considered that the bill was not strictly in the pos- 
| session of the House—therefore that no action 
|; could now be had on the compromised bill as 
|! reported by the committee. To prove this view of 
i the matter, he quoted the rules of order, as given 
| in Jefferson’s Legislative Manual. A conference 
| he considered to be two-fold in its object, as a 
; simple and a free conference. When simple, the 
| attention of a conference was limited to objections 
; stated in writing; but when free, the objections 
; were not submitted in writing; and the conference 
| was entitled to act as far as parliamentary usage 
| permitted. This, Mr. W. considers, has not been 
! done, and that the conferees have exceeded their 
|! aathority in making amendments to the original 
bill. Such an alteration is particularly objection- 
l! able; because the power of the House is limited 
| with regard to agreement or disagreement on it, 
ii as they must either reject or adopt the bill in teto. 
| But if the House had been restrained in making 
any amendment to the biil as first returned from 
|i the Senate, or at any future procedure, surely the 
ommittee appointed by the House will be equally 
i restrained, unless, indeed, the committee has ~ 


| 

' greater power than the House itself. With regard 
j 
i 


o such amendments, the two instances quoted by 
i the gentleman from New Hampshire do not form 
| a practice calculated to supersede all the rules and 
' precedents previously established. 

| Bat, again, the alteration contains an appropria- 
| tion which is at variance with the powers entrusted 
! to the conferees—to which he thought they had no 
: right to assent in any compromise. The addition 
|| of five thousand dollars to the library of Congress, 
‘| is different ftom the general appropriations made 
i by the bill. To this he could not assent, and he 


: regretted that he must therefore vote for the rejec- 
|: tion of the bill as a whole, because he cannot alter 
tin part—the House having no power to modify 
-a bill so reported by a committee of conference, 
and adopted bya Committee of the Whole Elouse. 
i; He then referred to a transaction of the Senate of 
E the 24:h of May, 1796, and to the 188th page of 
i the Manual, to prove that a report of a committee 
of conference cannot be modified as a report of 
l any other committee. : S ot 

Mr. CLAYTON was opposed to concur in the 
agreement; Ist, cn account of the bad mode of 
legislation which would be sanctioned by aconcur- 


f; 
u 
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rence; and, 2d, on account of the appropriation 
which formed the subject-matter of the obnoxious 
alteration. Legislation should be simple: straight 
forward, and according to rule. There were laws 
laid down for the proceedings of legislation—rules 
which were founded on reason; and any’ mode of 
legislation which violates those rules must viviate 
the reasons on which they are founded. 

Both Houses had legislated so badly on this | 
subject that they had now reduced themselves to | 
the predicament of being compelled to choose! 
between two evils. The basis of liberty and eff- 
ciency in legislation is, that the members of the 
Legislature should have the right of freedom of 
debate, and the right auxiliary of rejecting or 
adopting any amendment which might in any 
manner or by any person be proposed. Yet by 
the proceedings of the conference, the House was | 
completely precluded from the power of noticing 
the amendment, without rejecting the whole bill, | 
and were debarred the freedom of debate on ‘the į 
subject. 

Again: with regard to the appropriation made 
of $5.000 by the compromise, he does not so much | 
consider the amount of that sum as the principle 
on which it had been foisted into the bill, An} 
appropriation for any, the most extraneous pur- | 
pose, might have similarly been introduced—one 
(for instance) for clearing all the rivers of the 
country; or increasing all the salaries, which he | 
informs us is contemplated, of the executive ofh- 
cers of the Government. Ee would object equally 
to one dollar so appropriated as to one million. A 
small sum should not thus be stolen no more than | 
alarge. Important consequences often result from 
small beginnings. Noone (as Mr. Crayton illus- | 
trated his positon) can succeed in his attempts at | 
reduction, if there have not been compliances | 
granted to him. 

In conclusion, he said that it would be better to 
reject the bill than to pass it with such an objec- 
tionable amendment as that reported by the com- 
mittee, even at the risk of having the appropria- 
tions deferred. 
ultimately be obliged to act as had been done in 


the case reported by Martinus Scriblerus—begin |! 


all its proceedings de novo. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND considered it rtliculous to 
advocate a rigid adherence to parliamentary usage, | 
else would this country sanction a painted cham- 
ber, &c. [tis good to depend on rules founded 
on reason. But the reasons which may sanction 
rules for one Legislature may not be calculated to | 
found rules for a Legislature cf a different coun- | 
uy. Heis more solicitous to frame rules regu- | 
lating the legislative proceedings of this country, 
from reasons more immediately affecting the in- 
terests and customs of the country, rather than 
from any foreign reasons, however appropriate 
they might have been to institute the rules for 
other proceedings. 

Mr. S, cited some cases from the English Par- 
liament, in the reign of Elizabeth, and one from 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, to show, accord- | 
ing to the practice there, that the power to add | 
new sections to bills was given to their committees 
of conference. ‘These committees, if he might be 
allowed the term, possessed the majesty of both | 
Tlouses, and they were often resorted to as meas- | 
ures of expediency, to prevent, as was the case in 


this instance, the loss of a biil upon which the two || 


Iiouses might have differed. He fully concurred | 
in the opinion expressed by the Speaker, that the! 
present question was not strictly one so much of | 
order as it was of discretion, and which it was 
for the House to sanction or not, as it thought 
proper. | 
Mr. HARDIN contended that it was not con- | 


sistent with the dictates of common sense to sup- || 


pose that a committee of conference could right- 
fully originate any new clause to a bill, 

Mr. POLK expressed his regret that this ques- į 
tion had been—instead of being discussed on its 
merits—embarrassed with so many pointsof order. 
However, as an opinion on these points had been 
given by the Speaker, it was unnecessary for him 
now to entertain them. He justified the commit- 
tee for having recommended the proposition, as | 
it was made by them, with a sincere desire on 
their part to settle the differences which existed 
between the [fouses,and which might have caused | 


Ile expected the House would |: 


| ommendation was to be carried into effect. They 


| &e. 


‘BARD, WAYNE, BATES, LANE, and FOOT, 
and after two ineffectual motions for adjournment, |! 


| Bockee, Bodle, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Chambers, 


i K. Fuller, Fulton; Galbraith, Gillet, Gorman, 


| Schenck, W. B. Shepard, Shinn, Spangler, Speight, 


, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Tompkins, 


the loss of the entire bill. This was done in 


good feeling; but as their acts were not binding, 
it was for the House to decide whether their rec- 


had considered all the circumstances connected 
with the question, and he entreated the House 
would ‘now decide it fairly upon its merits, as if 
any defect should be found to exist hereafter, it 
could be provided for by another bill; which was 
better than to lave the present bill lost. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS requested the title of the 
bill should be read. 

The title was read accordingly. 

Mr. A. then called for the reading of the entire 
bill, which being also read, he insisted that the 
insertion of the clause recommended by the com- 
mittee was in total variance with the title of the 
bill, which was an act making appropriation for 
the service of Government, in part, for 1834; and 
he asked what possible connexion was there to 
warrant such a proposition as a library subscrip- 
tion in a bill of this character? 

Mr. POLK remarked, that if the honorable 
member examined the bill he would find that the 
proposition was fairly connected with the clause, 
making a limitation to the purchase of books, 


Mr. ADAMS would alsocontend that even that 
clause ought not.to have been in the bill, as it was 
inconsistent with its tide. The present question 
was one not only of order, but one that involved 
the principle of legislation, consistency, and the 
very honor of Congress, which was bound to main- 
tain, when it passed any biils, that there should 
be some connexion between the title cf the bill and 
its provisions. If-the worst came to the worst, 
that the Flouse adhered to their original intention, 
by which the present bill would be lost, another 
could be reported in the general appropriation bill; 
and this he believed would hasten, not retard, their 
measures. 


After a few brief remarks from Messrs. 
EVERETT, HORACE EVERETT, 


i 
u. 


HUB- 


the question on concurring with the vote of the 
Committee of the Whole on their agreement to the 
proposition made by the committee of conference, 
was put, and decided in the negative. 
YiAS—Messrs. John Adams, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, John Bell, James Blair, John Blair, 


Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Darlington, Daven- 
port, Deberry, Dennis, P. Dickerson, Dunlap, 
Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Foster, William 


Joseph Hall, Thomas J. Ha!l, Halsey, Joseph 
M. Harper, James Harper, Lfarrison, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Hiester, Howell, Hubbard, A. Hun- 
tington, Inge, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, N. John- 


son, Kavanagh, King, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, |i 


Lawrence, Lea, Leavitt, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, 
John Y. Mason, M. Mason, McKim, Robert 
Mitchell, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, 
Page, Parks, Patterson, Pierson, Polk, Pope, 


Standifer, Sutherland, Wiiliam Taylor, Philemon 
Thomas, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Hou- 
ten, Ward, Wardwell, Campbell P. White, B. D. 
White, and Wilson—88, 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, H. Ailen, C. 
Allan, William Allen, Barber, Barringer, Bates, 
Baylies, Beatty, Beaumont, Jas. M. Beil, Binney, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Bynum, Cage, Carmichael, ; 
Casey, Chaney, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, W. 


Clark, Clayton, Coffee, Conner, Corwin, Coulter, | 


Crane, Amos Davis, Day, Deming, Denny, Dick- 
son, Dickinson, Duncan, Evans, Felder, Fillmore, 
Foot, Philo C. Fuller, Gamble, Gholson, Gilmer, 
Gordon, Graham, Grayson, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hamer, Hardin, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
J. W. tluntington, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Kinnard, Lay, Lewis, Love, 
Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Martindale, Marshall, Mc- 


i Comas, McDuffie, McIntire, McKay, McKennan, |! 


Miller, Milligan, Parker, D. J. Pearce, Franklin 
Pierce, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Rencher, 
Schley, Selden, A. H. Shepperd, William Slade, 
Charles Slade, Sloane, Smith, Stoddert, W. P. 


Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Wagener, Watmough, 
Wayne, Webster, Whallon, Frederick Whittle- 


Mr. WILDE then moved that the House re- 
cede, 

The SPEAKER decided that, as the House had 
heretofore refused to recede, it was not in order to 
renew it. . 

Mr. BEARDSLEY rose and moved an adjourn- 
ment, which prevailed. 


And the House adjourned. l 


IN SENATE. 
Frioay, January 31, 1834. } 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, relative to the disbursements of appropria- 
tions made for the benefit of that department. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication relative toa railroad through Michigan - 
Territory; which, on motion of Mr. HEND- 
RICKS, was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, after some prefatory re- 
marks, submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of New York, presented to the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Finance, to which 
has been referred sundry other petitions, memo- 
rials, and resolutions, on the subject of the re- 
moval of the public deposites from the Bank of the 
United States, and placing them in certain State 
banks, by the orders of the President of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Resolved, That said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the present condition of the currency 
of the United States, and the effects of said re- 
moval of the deposites on the same. 

Resolved, That said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the facts and circumstances which are 
alleged to have rendered said removal of the de- 


l| posites necessary and properat the time the order 
{> was given for that purpose; and also into the legal 


| and constitutional power of the President of the 
| United States to direct and control the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the performance of special du- 
ties confided to the discretion of that officer by law 
as connected with the power of appointment and 
| removal of the heads of the several departments of 
| the Government. 
Resolved, That the said committee be further 
| instructed to inquire into the present distress, and 
i embarrassments of the mercantile community, and 
the pressure experienced throughout the country, 
by the sudden depression in the prices of agricul- 
| tural products, and every branch of industry; and 
also into the-causes which have produced these 
| results,and the means, if any, by which they may 
be averted. > 
Resolved, That the said committee be authorized, 
in the inquiries aforesaid, to send for such persons 
and papers as they may deem necessary to the in- 
vestigation of the matters referred to them by the 
preceding resolutions. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER the resolu- 
tions were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WEBSTER, according to notice given yes- 
| terday, called up the resolutions of the Legislature 
of New York approving the course of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury, relative to the removal of 
| the deposites. 

Mr. WEBSTER occupied the floor a consider- 
able time with unusual animation. f 

He was followed by Mr, WRIGHT in a few 
remarks, who declined replying to the Senator 
from Massachusetts at large, as he did not wish 
to supersede the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Grunpy,] who had the floor upon another 
subject. 

The special order of theday was then announced, 
being Mr. Cray’s resolutions upon the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. GRUNDY continued his remarks upon the 
autlfority exercised by General Hamilton to order 
the deposites in the South to be placed in the hands 
of Mr. Habersham. He inquired, where did Gen- 
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eral Hamilton derive this right? Congress had 
not spoken on this subject. it was part of the 
executive duties, and now we hear it proclaimed, 


that because thé President had selected some of the 


State banks as depositories of the public money, 
he has broken into the Treasury and seized and 
plundered its contents. In General Hamilton’s 
time Mr. Habersham, as had been significantly 
said, made his breeches pockets the depository 
of the public money; and yet, at that day, when 
there were as pure patriots as now—Jefierson, 
Madison, Ames, Sherman, and the Adamses— 
intently watching and looking to the administra- 
tion of public affairs, they saw nothing dangerous 
in this. itmay be said, however, that there was 
no party spirit then. 
raged, as it did at the latter part of [Jamilton’s 
administration, there were no complaints then. 
The department had always been managed as it 
now is, and the Government could not operate in 
any other way. In 1791, when Congress estab- 
lished the first Bank of the United States, were 
not the executive powers of the Government then 
ascertained?) Mr. Hamilton was then controlling 
and regulating the transmission of the public 
money from place to place,and Congress did not 
then provide that the deposites should be made in 
the bank. If this had not been an improper use 
of the executive power, would not Congress have 
discovered it then,and required them to be depos- 
ited in the bank? When they made-the bank 
they did not require it, and why not? Because 
the executive department of the Government was 
charged with the collection and disbursement of 
the money, and held responsible for it. 

Having shown that, prior to 1816, Congress 
made no provision for the deposite of the public 
moneys, he proposed to inquire whether anything 
had been done since on the subject. It was right 
and proper for Congress to decide whether the 
bank was or was not the proper place of deposite, 
and when that was done, when they said the ex- 


periment should be made, they also made a pro- | 
i| whether the time for the removal was well select- 


vision, lest the bank should act unwisely, or im- 
properly, that it should be so unless the Secretary 
should order and direct otherwise. 
pressions more powerful to clothe the Secretary 
with full power, could not have been devised. If 
it had been intended that nothing should be au- 
thority for him to remove the deposites but the 
danger of the public money, and that that should 
be the only reason for It, it was the easiest thing 
in the world so to havedeclared. Who, then, can 


construe powers so general as to level them down |: 
toa particular case? [le wassurprised thatthe gen- || 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Caryoun,] pos- | 


But when party spirit | 


for instance, on the Bank of the United States in 
favor of the Manhattan Bank, and the money 
placed to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
Siates there; itis put there for legal disbursement, 
and is only achange from place to place. He was 
surprised, therefore, to hear that the Traasurer had 
violated his bond for this act, when he was bound 
to draw his draft at the requisition of the Secretary. 
| If the Government has a million of dollars ina 

State bank in Tennessee, where there is no branch, 
what can the Treasurer do with it? The Secre- 
tary has ample authority to say when and where 
it shall be placed. But the Bark of the United 
States has delivered up the money on these trans- 
fer drafts, and why have they done it? ‘hall it 
be said that it was done out of respect to the Treas- 
ury? But it has refused to deliver up the pension 
fund in its possession when required. Te only 
mentioned this to show that where the bank 
thought it had a right to retain the public money, 
it did so. Had the cashier of the bank said, you 
have no right to take this money? No. Butit 
| has merely objected that certain rules were not ob- 
served in removing it. So that the batik has given 
| up the controversy. Did not Mr. Crawford loan 
;money to a considerable amount to banks in 
| Georgetown and Alexandria? Hedid; and it was 
| for the purpose of enabling them to protect them- 


;, Selves from the purposes of the Bank of the United 


| States, and that act was approved of, although a 
loss of some forty thousand dollars accrued to the 
Government from the failure of one of them, and 
i yet his fame did not suffer by it. But further au- 
| thority is at hand; that of Mr. Rush, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury under the late Administra- 
tion; he has said that the President did possess 
the power of removal, and that it was safely vested 
in him. Mr. G. thought he might say, then, that 
prior to 1816, the President possessed and exer- 
cised the power of removal, and that there was 
nothing in the act of 1816 to repeal or gainsay 
it. 


A set of ex- ii 


sessing such powers and compass of ianguage, and | 


so eminently possessing the multum in parvo in 
his writing and speaking, could draw such an ar- 
gument from such a clause. And is it likely that 


that gentleman, and others of that day, who par- : 


ticipated in the passage of the bank charter, would 
have gaven the power to any men to be used for 


such dangerous purposes? Fle could give no credit | 
He believed the power was given to the | 
fullest extent, and it had been used by every Pres- |} 


to it. 


ident of the United States; and if the present Chief 
Magistrate was an usurper, so was every Presi- 


dent, from the organization of the Government ` 
Talking of executive | 
usurpation, he asked, was it never seen when the | 
charter was to expire, that Congress never devised : 
a place for keeping the public money? It wasa | 


down to the present time. 


strange disregard and neglect of public duty. Bat | 
the explanation of it 1s, that the charge of the | 


money was an executive duty. How were your 
loans made last war? Did Congress make them? 
No. ‘Phe Executive raised the money, and took 
it, and disbursed it to your soldiers and sailors. 


Tlow do you erect fortifications but by the Exec. | 
utive? Every expenditure is mace by the Chief ` 


Magistrate, under a law. Now, to show these 


measures of the President and Secretary were | 
nothing new, but had been done by Mr. Gallatin |; 
long before, and by these same transfer drafts, ; 
too, which were so objectionable, he referred to the 


14th volume of the State Papers, document 40, 
(Here Mr. G. read an extract to show that the 
public money had been drawn and deposited in 
the State banks.) And how was itdone? he asked. 
Why, by the executive authority. This was the 
casenow. ‘The draft was drawn in the usual form; 


Then as to the second branch of the subject, 


ied. And here he would say distinctly, that if he 
į was in favor of the recharter, he would vote for 
i the restoration of the deposites, for he could see 
‘no difference in the questions. But suppose to- 
day the deposites were to be restored: would you 
not cramp and embarrass the State banks, and 
| afterwards in March, 1836, we should have to go 
| through the same operation? And if it be true that 
| distress were produced by one removal, another 
i removal then would bring utter ruin upon the 
community. Now, as he intended to vote against 
the recharter, it was useless to attempt to disguise 


ii 

| then, he would ask, has this corporation upon 
| Congress for a recharter? Moneyed monopolies 
| were contrary to the genius of our Government. 
i 
$ 
i 
4 
t 


But if we could not do without a bank, destroy 


‘| this monopoly; let it come to an end, and give 


i others an opportunity to embark their funds ina 
new one. 
the bank had flagrantly abused its charter—amon, 
other things, under the false pretence of defending 
itself against attacks of power. What is self de- 
fence? Why, to repel attacks or invasion. And 
what has the Chief Magistrate done? In 1829 he 
said that the qhestion of recharter was an import- 
ant one, and that he desired to bring the subject 
before the Representatives of the people. Here 
was no atack. And yet for this the bank has put 
ii forth all its means to accomplish a victory over the 


this a defence of its rights. The bank—a mere 
creature of our hands—sets itself up in opposition 
ii to the Chief Magistrate of the country. Mr. G. 
i differed with his friend from Georgia, [Mr. For- 
i sytu,] who thought that the bank did not pos- 
sess political power. Men were not freemen who 
depend on a moneyed power or were controlled by 
it; and if for this reason alone that it had exerted 
this power and influence, he would vote againstit, 
that others might not be guilty of a repetition of 
its offences. We allege that the Government di- 
rectors were excluded from any participation in 
| the administration of the bank. Why were these 
| agents of the Government appointed, but that the 
| Government might know how its funds were ap- 
plied and administered? Buat another thing: if 
the Government sell its stock, it still maintains the 


H 
u 


that this was a question of recharter. What claim, 


Fie was against the renewal, because 


Chief Magistrate of the Republie; and yet it calls |: 


| power to vote at the Board of Directors. This 
subject was fully debated when the bank charter 
| was before Congress; and although it was objected 
to by Mr. Gorpssoroven, the provision was still 
ji rened for governmental inspection and’ con- 
i trol. 

Among other things, Mr. G. remarked that the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Sprague, ] to prove that 
i the people were prone to idolatry, that the peopie 
of every nation were prone to idolatry, had ‘made 
a reference to the history of the Jews, when travel- 
ling to theland of promise. ‘If the honorable Sen- 
ator had been more minute, he would notonly have 
reminded us of the history, but have enabled us to 
| make the application to our own times. The his- 
|| tory tells us that when Moses had remained in the 
Mount longer than-was expected, the people be- 
| came clamorous, and demanded of Aaron to make 
i them gods to worship and go before them; he re- 
| quired them to bring their gold, and their ear-rings, 
land their bracelets, and those of their wives and 
their daughters. They did so, and poured them 
| down before them, and madea great pile,or BANK. 
| of them. Of these, Aaron made a molten calf and 
they worshipped it, and they sat down to eat, and 
| to drink, and rose up to play, as many a thought- 
less man now does who has obtained a discount in 
i bank and has the money in his pocket. But when 
Moses came down from the Mount he was exceed- 
| ingly offended, and he put HIS VETO upon the 
| whole proceedings, He burnedthe calf, and ground 


i 
Ile o . 
f itinto dust and scattered it upon the waters. Now, 
| 


| sir, who are worshipping the golden image which 
| they themselves have made——let the people judge, 
| Not the Levites: they followed, and now follow 
| the counsels of Moses. 
j 4 r G.’s remarks will be concluded on Mon- 
| day. 
; When Mr. GRUNDY concluded— 

Mr. WILKINSand Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN 
rose almost simultaneously. 
| The CHAIR decided in favor of Mr. WIL- 
| KINS, who remarked, 
| ‘That as he had power now in his hands, he 
| wished to use it discreetly. Hie rather desired that 
| there should be alternate speaking, and he would 
| give way to the gentleman (Mr. Frevixauvysen} 
| if it were understood that he could be allowed to 
| take the floor next. He inquired whether such a 
i bargain covld be made? . 
Mr. WEBSTER observed that coalitions were 
| dangerous. 
| Upon an intimation that the course suggested 
by Mr. WILKINS might be pursued, he yielded 
the floor to Mr. FRELINGELUYSEN; upon 
whose motion, ` 

The Senate adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fripay, January 31, 1834. 


‘The standing committees of the House pre- 
sented bills for the relief of individuals, and re- 


& || ported unfavorably to the claims of others. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
| tablishinganationalarmory on the western waters, 
i to include those in the State of Ohio. 


| Mr. SPEIGHT submitted the following joint 
resolution: ` 
| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
| tives, Tnat the members of the present Congress, 
| who have not heretofore received them, be sup» 
ii plied with the same books that have been ordered 
| to be furnished to the members of the 224 Con- 
gress; the cost thereof to be paid out of any money. 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. SPEIGHT’S resolution having been read 
a second time— ; 7 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Onio, thought itshould 
be modified in one of its clauses, which assigned 
to all members of this Congress who were not 
; members of the 22.1 Congress those books. Many 
| who had been members of the Senate last Con- 
| gress were members of the Flouse this Congress; 
| and had not received the books mentioned. ‘They 
| would therefore be excluded from the benefit con- 
templated. E 

Mr. SPEIGHT is not tenacious of forms; if he 
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can accomplish his object, he cares not in what 


Q 


8 


tax—-upwards of $20,009; : 

Mr. SPEIGE1i' said the works more immedi- 
diately required were a Register of Debates and 
the Documentary History mentioned. 
` The SPEAKER said he was then informed by 
the Clerk that tasold copies were extant of Gales 
& Seaton’s Llistory, or were in press. 

The resolution was engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. KINNARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to communicate to this [louse the corre- 
spondence between his department and the exec- 


utive authority of the State of Indiana, on the | 


subject of locating and selecting Wabash and 


Erie canal lands, together with the correspondence | 


relative thereto between the Commissioner of the 
Land Office and the canal comm ssioners of said 
State, or their authorized agent. 

2. That he communicate, if any, the corre- 
spondence of any engineer or engineers appointed 
by the Secretary of War to survey a line of the 
Wabash and Erie canal. 

3. That he communicate, also, a map within 


five mies of either side of the Maumee river, be- | 


tween the line of Indiana and the termination of 
the canal line at the foot of the rapids of said river, 
together with information of the period or periods 
when said lands were brought into market, and 
copies of instructions to land officers under which 
they have been sold. Also, a statement of the 
amount of the purchase money, the names and 
residence of the purchasers, designating the portion 
of such lands which have been located for public 
use, as well as those which have been taken at 
private and public sale. 


Private bills were then presented for the relief |; 


of Asa Armington; David Kincaid; Stephen Smith 
and others; the heirs of Robert Abbott; Matthew 
C. Perry and B. R. Shubrick, masters command- 
ant of the United States Navy; the heirs of Leon- 
ard flolley; John J. Avery, &c., &c. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Rob- 
ert Abbott, in behalf of himself and the other 
heirs of James Abbott, deceased; which was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole [fouse, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow; and the bill and report were ordered 
to be printed, 


An act was read a first and second time making , 


an appropriation to clear harbors and rivers for 
the year 1834. ` 


PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the general pension law as to em- 
brace within its provisions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 1794, 
and the amendment to it by Mr. Boutpin, to ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the moral effects 
of the pension system upon the community, and 
how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, having referred to the part 
which he had taken in the pension act of June, 
1832, as chairman of the committee which reported 


the bdl, he said he would use his utmost endeavors ! 
to prevent its repeal, or to lessen its benefits, from | 


a decided conviction of the justice on which that 
act had been founded, from its necessity, and the 
advantages attending its existence. He never will 
congent that those to whom the public bounty has 
been honorably and justly extended; who have 
had the evening of their days gladdened by even 
this pittance, should be deprived of it at their time 
of utmost need. 

The gentleman from South Carolina had object- 
ed, not only to the pension system at large, but to 


| 
| 


iJ 


|| just demand of compensation. 
li guments cannot exist in any other circumstances. 


Does he consider this act also a branch of the tariff 
measure, because adopted by the same Congress? 
Is thi8 act also an attack (as that gentleman said 


| drew very largely upon the national Treasury. 
| 


States, and upon the broached idea of sovereignty ? 

But the same gentleman [Mr. Pixceney] said 
that though the bill was ostensibly for the relief of 
the soldiers of the Revolution, it was really to swell 
the power of the Federal Government. 
under the act of June, 1832, onlya limited number 
of soldiers were pensioned—those chiefly who 
were objects of private, and should justly be ob- 


strate a continuous service of nine months at least. 
These are not supposed likely to increase execu- 
tive patronage. ‘This their age virtually negatives; 
and this the circumstances in which they had been 
placed, for which they are thus remunerated, gives 
a strong denial. Itis generally known that aequi- 
sitions are most esteemed by those who havebeen 
| instrumental in acquiring them. Hence it is that 
those who have been instrumental in acquiring or 


| likely to esteem lightly their subsequent liberty; 
| and having formerly spent their whole fortunes in 
| that acquisition, are not now likely to have their 
j feelings of indepeudence deadened by a small pit- 
‘tance which they and others consider as justly 
‘their due, and not a corruptive boon. 
| remembrance of their exploits is as dear to them 
as the pittance is necessary and just. 


by sectional preferences, or as to its interfering in 
any manner with the tariff system, or being any 
way incidental toit, or in the contemplation of the 
committee who reported the bill, he peremptorily 
denied. Among the members of that committee 
were some from South Carolina; and never did he 
(Mr. H ) hear any suggestion whatever urged 
in committee upon the tariff, or any sectional 
questions. 

He considers that there being more pensioners 


south of the Potomac, should be no feasible objec- 
tion against the bill, when it was understood that 
the war in which those veterans had fought was 
general, calculated to establish independence north 
and south, and therefore the remuneration should 


considered that this was a proof that more Whigs 
and less Tories resided north of the Potomac; that 


of the Potomac, or that mortality had been greater 
among those south. * 

He spoke also concerning the numbers of per- 
sons now,on the pension roll, which was indeed 
greater than had been contemplated by the com- 


| 
| 

|| mittee who reported the bill, from the paucity of | 
| doeuments relative to the subject—thus debarring | 
I 


them of authentic information. But the number 
was net greater than justice required. 

He then spoke concerning the amendment of 
Mr. Bourdin, which he considered unjust in prin- 
ciple, and unlikely to be countenanced by the 
House. 

Lastly, he directed his arguments against the 
original resolution of Mr. Cuizton. He would not 


would he consent to have it extended to more than 
the specifications of that act warranted. The pen- 
sions were granted as just debts due from the na- 
tional Government to those who had been unpaid, 
| or been but paid at a percentage of twenty-five, 
| perhaps not more than twelve, of what they should 
i have received. Those so pensioned had embarked 
i their whole fortunes in the war, and had won the 
liberty of their country, while they lost their own 
means of living. The pensions were therefore a 
But the same ar- 


of the pension act) upon the policy of thesouthern | 


Now, | 


ects of public, charity; those who could demon- | 


establishing the freedom of the country ase not | 


Their | 


i Butas to the bill promoting sectional jealousies | 


relieved who are residents north than there are | 


be general as the benefits conferred, when it was | 


there were more persons who performed public |! 
service during the revolutionary war resident north | 


consent to repeal the pension act of ’32, but neither | 
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to urge as the survivors of the Revolution. 

Ee admits that the Indian war between ’83 and 
95 was a public war; and isso treated in the pub- 
lic statutes and history of the country. But the 
soldiers so serving were adequately paid. If pen- 
sions are granted co them, wnere shall they not be 
extended? ‘lo the veterans of the last war, and 
to those who may survive any fature war. Thus 
will the country be burdened perpetually witha 
pension roll, incompatible with the Constitution, 
If they overstep the soldiers of the revolutionary 
war, where will they stop? No man should be 
pensioned for mere service alone. 

i Mr. POPE, of Kentucky, had the floor when 
i| this debate was adjourned according to the rules 
of the Elouse. 

: Mr. SPEIGHT moved that his resolution 
hould be made the order of the day; and that it 
should be considered by a Committee of the Whole 
House. 

This being agreed to, the SPEAKER called Mr, 
| CONNOR to fill the chair. 

Mr. SPEIGHT then amended his resolution by 
adding, that the whole of the Register of Debates 
from the -first to the ninth volume inclusive, and 
the whole of the Documentary History published, 
should be purchased for those members of Con- 
gress who had not yet received copies of those 
works, 
| Mr. FOSTER asked the probable cost of those 

books; and whether it was intended to furnish 
members with vacant copies of these works. 
i Me SPEIGHT did not know the cost of the 
| books. 
|| Mr. FOSTER thought it rather extraordinary 
ji that the Fouse should be called on to pass a reso- 
|| lution granting away a large portion of the public 
1 
| 


treasure, without knowing the amount. He.: 
thought this secret appropriation highly uneonsti- 
tutional; and he was not persuaded the constitu- 
ents of members would be content to find their . 
representatives enriching themselves by their own 
votes of unknown appropriationa—adding.as they 
pleased to their private libraries; as they had added 
salaries to their duties. This was indeed improv- 
ing on the system of appropriation; and shortly 
a civil list and other contingent expenses will be 
granted wholesale,-without compunction or appa- 
rent responsibility. Members seem determined 
to take care of themselves during their continuance 
in office. Appropriations will soon be made for 
their establishments of other descriptions than 
libraries. Private enrichments and emoluments 
|| are for the public good, because obtained by the 
‘| public bounties. 
| Mr. SPEIGHT said, that the object of his 
amendment seemed to be mistaken by the honor- 
| able member from Georgia. It was simply to 
| supply the new members with such bookgas had 
| been supplied to former members, by order of the 
it last Congress. 
| Mr. FOSTER considered that the resolution 
| would, if adopted, have the effect of leading to a 
i| greater expenditure than was contemplated; for it 
would entitle former members, for years past, to 
call upon the officer of the House to have their 
sets completed. He asked when and where was 
| all this to stop? Ele now moved that the commit- 
| tee should rise and report; and gave notice that he 
would move to refer the subject hereafter to the 
Library Committee, 

_ The question on his motion, that the committee 
rise, was put; but it appeared that there was not a 
quorum voting. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY thereupon moved that the 
committee should rise, and‘the chairman to report 
the fact to the House. 

Mr. POLK suggested that the House should be 
counted, as he apprehended there was a quorum 

resent. 

The CHAIRMAN ascertained there was nota 
quorum; upon which Mr. WHITTLESEY re- 
newed his motion. 

Mr. FOSTER then withdrew his motion, that 
the committee rise; and the amendment, submitted 
by Mr. Speiénr, was agreed to; thereupon the 
committee rose, and reported their concurrence to 
the House. 
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HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. McINTIRE moved the reconsideration of 


the vote of yesterday on the report of the com- !! 


mittee of conference, and to postpone the subject 
till Monday next; which was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER presented the renort of the | 
register and receiver of the land office of New 


Orleans; which, on motion of Mr. W ELITE, was | 


referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The SPEAKER communicated to the House a 
report from the Secretary of the Navy, showing 
the expenditures of that department during the 
year 1833;. which, on motion of Mr. 
MOUGH, was refer 
Affairs. 


The House then proceeded to the orders of the 
day, being the consideration of sundr 
lying on the Speaker’s table. 

The bill to compensate Susan Decatur and 
others was postponed until Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, 
the rule was suspended in order to permit him to 
move that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. BATES, it was ordered that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to Monday: 
110 to 46. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the bill making appropriations for the payment 
of revolutionary and other pensions for the year 
1834; and reported the same without amendment. į 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, was | 
read a third time, and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


red to the Committee on Naval } 


In the House of Representatives on Monday, |! 


the 27th instant, the following resolutions and pe- 
titions were presented; which we omitted to insert 
in the proceedings of that day: 

On motion of Mr. .BATES, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- |! 


fairs be instructed to examine and report upon the | 
claims of the legal representatives of thelate Colonel | 


Roswell Lee, deceased, for services performed by | 


him as an inspector and otherwise, as set forth in 
his account on file in the Department of War. 


‘On motion of Mr. E. D. WHITE, 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House a copy of the cor- 
respondence of the department with the superin- 
tendent of the work of clearing away the raft in | 
Red river, 

On motion of Mr. LANE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- į 
ency of placing the name of Joseph Seal, a soldier 


of the Revolution, upon the pension roll, with leave |; 


to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. BYNUM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ; 


expediency of establishing a semi-weekly post |; 


route, commencing at Winton, in the county of | 
Hertford, running through Pitch Landing, in the 
county of Hertford, Colerain and Windsor, inthe | 


county of Bertie, through Williamson, in the | 


county of Martin, to Tarborough, in the ceunty of |: 


Edgecomb, in the State of North Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, 
Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making | 
an appropriation for the erection of a light-house | 
at or near Michigan City, on Lake Michigar. 


On motion of Mr. CARR, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for the payment of the horses which 
belonged to individuals of Captain Bigger’s and | 
other companies of United States mounted rangers, 
which were stolen by the Indians, died, or other- 
wise lost by unavoidable accidents, whilst in the 
service, in the late war with Great Britain; also, 
into the expediency of providing by law for the 
payment of the horses which belonged to individ- 
uals of the late six companies of United States 


WAT- |. 


y private bills i 


| Indians, died, or otherwise lost by unavoidable 
| On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

| Resolved, That the Committee: of Ways and 
: Means beinsiructed to inquire into the expediency 
: of appropriating a sufficient sum-to compleie the 
_harbor at Chicago within the year 1834. 

: Resolved, That the same committee be instructed 
| to Inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
į appropriation heretofore made for removing the 
| obstructionsin the channel of the Mississippi river 
l at the rapids of the Des Moines and Rock rivers, 
; a a view to the speedy completion of that ob- 
‘ject. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 

Lands be instructed to inquire into the justice and 
expediency of granting 320 acres of Jand to the 
widow and heirs of each person killed. by the In- 
oann on the frontiers of Illinois and Michigan, in 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, submitted the follow- 
ng resolution: 
i Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House the causes which 
have suspended the issuing of patents upon pre- 
emption claims in Florida, in whose favor the 
courts of the Territory have decided, under the 
laws of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a land office at Charleston, in Illi- 
nois. 

On motion of Mr. CAGE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
increasing the compensation of the collector of the | 
port of Pearlington, in the district of Pearl river, | 
: in the State of Mississippi. | 
On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 


: Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


| of granting a patent to Daniel Kincaid for a tract 


of the commissioners appointed to examine and 
adjust private land claims in Missouri. 
. On motion of Mr. BULL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 


of making an appropriation for improving the 
navigation of Missouri river, and that of the Mis- 
sissippi river, above the mouth of the Ohio river. 

On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
Michigan City, in Indiana, a port of entry. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
! providing by law for coercing those entitled to 
military landin Arkansas to draw their patents for 
the same. | : 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia; submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this Fouse the names 
of the officers of the revolutionary army to whom | 
‘or whose heirs commutation pay has been made 
by the United States for their services in the war | 
: of the Revolution, and the names of the persons to : 
whom the payments have been made, and the sums | 
respectively paid. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


deepening the bar of Pensacola Bay, according to 
the report of the engineers of the United States 
nd that of the Secretary of the Navy. 
On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be 


izing the Legislative Council of the Territory o 
Michigan to extend their present session to ninety 
days; and that the accompanying letter on this 
subject from the President of the Council be re- 
| ferred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


i 
1 
i 
i 
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mounted rangers, organized for the protection of 
the northwestern frontier, which were stolen by the 


| 
H 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


_ accident whilst in the service of the United States. f 


of land confirmed, but not embraced in the report | 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


instructed to inguire into the expediency of author- | 


expediency of establishing a post route from Haunt- 
ington, in the county of Carroll, State of Tennes- 
see, by Pleasant Exchange and Lexington; in 
Henderson county, to Pardy, in McNairy county; 
in the same State; and also of establishing. a post 
route from Jackson, Madison county, Tennessee, 
to Purdy,'in said State. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, of Tennessee, 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| Slons Inquire into the expediency of granting a 
; pension to Heartwell Mills, a soldier of the Revo- 


| lution. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims inquire into the expediency of making 
; compensation to the heirs of Guilford Dudley, for 
loss of property sustained and services rendered 
by him tn the revolutionary war. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of placing on the pension roll the name of : 
John Young. 


On motion of Mr. MARSHALL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
| of authorizing by jaw the payment to the repre- 
sentatives of William Boyce of such sum as may 
appear to be justly due and payable on account of 
his services ag a lieutenant in the revolutionary ` 
army. 

Mr. BEATTY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to furnish the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads with the entire correspondence 
and proof furnished the department by Elisha 
Smith, of Mount Vernon, Rock Castle county, 
|| Kentucky, in relation to post-route No. 1757, in 
|| the aforesaid State. . 


Mr. PATTERSON submitted the following 
resolution; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War beres 
j quested to inform this [louse whether there has 
been a survey and location of a road running 
| southwardly from Lower Sandusky, in the State 
il of Ohio, to the boundary line established by the - 
l| treaty of Grenville, pursuant to the act of Con- 
gress of the 12th December, 1811, and if such 
| location has been made, that he communicate the 
| plats, drafte, reports, and other documents con- 
cerning the same, together with such other inform- 
| ation respecting the survey and location of said 
| road as the files and records of the department 
k will furnish Also, that he report to this House 
whether the sum of $6,000, appropriated by the 
act aforesaid for the survey and location of said 
road and the road from the foot of the rapids of 
the Miami of Lake Erie to the western line of the 
: Connecticut Reserve, has been expended for said 
objects, and what is the amount expended, ifany, 
on the first-mentioned road. : 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the payment of office rent to 
the registers and receivers of land offices, and to 
provide for the better preservation of the records, 
books, papers, &¢. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
; repealing so much of the act entitled ‘An act sup- 
i plemental to the several laws for the sale of public 
i lands,” passed April 5, 1832, as provides that ‘no 
| ‘person shall be permitted to enter more than one 
ii *half-quarter section of land, in quarter-quarter 
‘| ‘sections or tracts of forty acres, and in no case 
li «unless he intends it for cultivation, or for the use 
i ‘of his improvement;”’ also, into the expediency 
of repealing so much of said act as requires the 
person applying to make an entry under its pro- 
visions to file an affidavit before making the pur- 
‘| chase; and also into the expediency of extending 
'| the right of presmption to a small quantity of land 
i toall actual settlers and housekeepers for the term 
|| of six or twelve months. : 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
i| 


t 
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Lands be instructed to inquire what States have 
| received donations of land from the General Gov- 
| ernment for the purpose of making roads, bridges, 


ua 
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canals, and improving water-courses; the quantity 
of land received by each State, and into the expe- į 
diency of granting to such of the new States as | 
_have no portion of the public domain for such | 
purposes, a quantity of land equal to that granted | 
to the other States, to be applied under the direc- | 
tion of the Legislatures thereof, to objects of in- 
ternal improvement within their respective limits, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
making an appropriation for the purpose of aiding | 
the Choctaw nation of Indians in establishing a | 
printing-press in the country to which they have | 
recently emigrated, west of the Mississippi river. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
expediency of establishing a post route from | 
Columbus, by way of Plymouth, Mayhem, and 
Oakacheckina, to Troy, Mississippi. i 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented the peti- | 
tion ‘of numerous citizens of Calhoun county, ; 
praying that that county might be set off to, and | 
form a part of, the western land district in said Ter- | 
ritory: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. ; 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Franklin Stick- | 
ney, Esq., praying compensation for services ren- | 
dered the United States during, prior, and for some | 
time subsequent to, the last war: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. p 

Also, the petition of Joseph Rolettee, praying 
for the balance of a private land claim at Prairie 
du Chien, to which he, as the assignee of the heirs | 
of John Campbell, was entitled under the act of | 
Congress by which the other claims were con- | 
firmed at that place: referred to the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims. - 

Also, the petition of Robert Abbott, for himself ! 
and in behalf of the other heirs of James Abbott, | 
deceased, for 640 acres of land in lieu of a like | 
quantity to which they were entitled under the act || 
of Congress of lith May, 1820, and former acts | 
for regulating grants of land’ in the Territory of | 
Michigan: referred to the Committee on Private j! 
Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Michi- | 
gan, praying for the establishment of a post route 
from Pontiac to the Rapids of Grand river, in said | 
Territory: referred to the Committee on the Post 

- Office and Post Roads. l 

Also, the petition of Charles Jackson, for com- 
pensation for loss sustained in building a light- 
house at Chicago, Ilinois: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. ` 

Also, the petition of Jeremiah Moore, for loss 
and damage sustained in building a light-house 
on Outer ‘Thunder-Bay Island, in Lake Huron: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Chip- 
pewa county, in the Territory of Michigan, pray- 
ing to be set off to the new territory west of Lake 
Michigan, whenever said Territory may be organ- || 
ized: referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Also, a memorial of the ‘citizens of Brown 
county, at Green Bay, praying for the organiza- | 
tion of a separate territorial government west of į 
Lake Michigan, &c., &c.: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Also, a petition from the inhabitants of Branch ; 
county, Michigan Territory, praying to be set off || 
to the western land district in said Territory: re- || 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. ` 

Also, a petition from numerous citizens of Mich- 
igan Territory, praying for an appropriation of || 
money, to aid in the construction of a territorial | 
road from Sheldon’s, on the Chicago road, to the į 
mouth of the St. Joseph’s river: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of Shubael Conant, Esq., for ! 
compensation for money advanced for forage for 
mounted rangers at Detroit during the last war, at |! 
the request, and under the direction of the United 
States quartermaster at that place: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. i 


j 

| 

t 
li 
Also, a petition of numerous citizens of Wash- i 
tenaw, Oakland, Kent, and lonia counties, in the |! 
Michigan ‘Territory, praying for a change in the || 
location of the Grand River road, in said Territory: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. || 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, presented the peti- |! 
tion of many citizens of Detroit, remonstrating |! 
against the change of the Grand River road, in jj 
Michigan Territory. | 
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DESCRIPTION OF A BALL ON BOARD 

THE FRIGATE UNITED STATES: By 
N. P. Wirus. 


Trieste.—The guns were run out of the ports; || 


the main and mizen masts were wound with red į; 


and white bunting; the capstan was railed with 
arms and wreathed with flowers; the wheel was 
tied with nosegays; the American eagle stood 
against the mainmast, with a star of midshipmen’s 
swords glittering above it; festoons of evergreens 
were laced through the rigging; the companion- 
way was arched with hoops of green leaves and 
roses; the decks were tastefully chalked; thecom- 
modore’s skylight was piled with cushions, and 


covered with red damask, for an ottoman; Seats | 


were laid along from one carronade to the other; 


| and the whole was enclosed witha temporary tent, 


lined throughout with showy flags, and studded 
all over with boquets of all the flowers of Illyria. 


‘| Chandeliers made of bayonets, battle-lanterns, and 
candles in any quantity, were disposed all over the | 
hall. A splendid supper was set out on the gun- į 
deck below, draped in with flags. Our own and | 


the Constellation’s boats were to be at the pier at 


nine o’clock, to bring off -the ladies; and at noon | 


everything promised of the brightest, i 
First, about four in the afternoon, came up a 


saucy-looking cloud from the westernmost peak | 
Then followed, from every point į 


of the Friuli. 
towards the north, an extended edge of a broad, 


solid, black sheet, which rose with the regularity | 


of a curtain, and began to send down a wind upon 
us, which made us look anxiously to our ball-room 


bowlines. The midshipmen were all forward, : 
The lieutenants | 


watching it from the forecastle. | 
were in the gangway, watching it from the ladder. 
The commodore looked seriously out of the lar- 


board cabin port. It was as grave a ship’s com- ; 


pany as ever looked out for a shipwreck. 
The country about Trieste is shaped like a bel- 


lows, and the city and harbor lie in the nose. ! 
They have a wind that comes down through the | 


valley called the “ bora,’ which several times in 


the year is strong enough to lift people from their | 


feet. We could see by the clouds of dust on the 
mountain roads thatit wascoming. Atsix o’clock 
the shrouds began to creak; the white-tops flew 
from the waves in showers of spray, and the roof 
of our sea-palace began to shiver in the wind. 
There was no more hope. 


chandeliers, sword-stars, and ottomans; and be- 
fore it was half done the storm was upon us, the 


bunting was flying and flapping, the nicely-chalked || 


decks were washed with rain, and strewn with 
leaves of flowers, and the whole structure, the 


| tasteand labor of the ship’s company for two days, 


was a watery wreck. 

Lieutenant C——, who had the direction of the 
whole, was the officer of the deck. He sent for 
his peajacket, and leaving him to pace out his 
watch among the ruins of his imagiflation, we 
went below to get early to bed and forget our dis- 


i| appointment in sleep.” 


‘The next morning the sun rose without a veil. 
The ‘‘blue Friuli’? looked clear and fresh, the. 


! southwest wind came over softly from the shore 


of Italy, and we commenced retrieving our disaster 
with elastic spirit. Nothing had suffered seriously 
except the flowers, and boats were despatched 


| ashore for fresh supplies, while the awnings were 


lifted higher and wider than before, the bright- 
colored flags replaced, the arms polished and ar- 


; ranged in an improved order, and the decks re- 


chalked with new devices. At six in the evening 
everything was swept 4p, and the ball-room aston- 
ished even ourselves. It was the prettiest place 
for a dance in the world. 

The ship has an admirable band of twenty Ital- 
ians, collected from Naples and other ports, and a 


i fanciful orchestra was raised for them on the lar- 
|| board side of the mainmast. They struck up a: 
march as the first boat-full of ladies stepped on the | 
! deck, and in the course of half an hour the waltz- 


ing commenced with at least two hundred couples, 
while the ottoman and the seats under the ham- 


| mercloths were filled with spectators. The frigate 
| has a lofty poop, and there was room enough on 
| it for two quadrilles after it had served as a recep- | 

tion room. It was edged witha temporary bal- | 


lustrade, wreathed with fowers and studded with 


We had waited even | 
too long. All hands were called to take down j 


f lights, and the cabin beneath (on a level with the 
í| main ball-room) was set out with card tables, 
|| From the gangway entrance the scene was likea 
i brilliant theatrical baliet. 

An amusing part of it was the sailors’ imitation 
They had taken the waste 
| shrubbery and evergreens, of which there was a 
i| great quantity, and had formed a sort of grove, ex- 
|| tendingallaround: It was arched with festoons of 
‘| leaves, with quantities of fruit tied among them; 
i| and over the entrance was suspended a rough pic- 
| ture of a frigate with the inscription, ‘* Free trade 


! on the forward decks. 


| and sailors’ rights.” The forecastle was ornamented 
‘| with cutlasses, and one or two nautical trans- 

| parencies, with pistols and miniature ships inter- 
į spersed, and the whole lit up handsomely. The 
‘| men, dressed in their white duck trousers and blue 
i! jackets, sat round on the guns playing at draughts, 
i or listening to the music, or gazing at the ladies 
! constantly promenading fore and aft; and to me 
l 
i 


| this was one of the most interesting parts of the 
spectacle. Five hundred weatherbeaten and manly 
i| faces are a fine sight anywhere. . 
| The dance went gaily on. The reigning belle 
was an American, but we had lovely women of all 
nations among our guests. There are several 
wealthy Jewish families in Trieste, and their dark- 
eyed daughters, we may say at this distance, are 
full of the thoughtful loveliness peculiar to the 
race. Then we had Illyrians and Germans, and 
|| Terpsichore be our witness—-how they danced! 
My travelling companion, the Count of Friuli 
was there; and his little Viennese wife, though she 
spoke no Christian language, danced as featly as a 
i fairy. Of strangers passing through Trieste we 
had several of distinction. Among them was a 
fascinating Milanese Marchioness, a relative of 
Manzoni’s, the novelist, (and as enthusiastic and 
eloquent a lover of her country as I ever listened to 
on the subject of oppressed Italy,) and two hand- 
| some young men, the Counts Niepperg, sons-in- 
law to Maria Louisa, who amused themselves as 
if they had seen nothing better in the little Duchy 
of Parma. 

We went below at midnight to supper, and the 
ladies came up.with renewed spirit to the dance. 
It was a brilliant scene indeed. The officers of 
both ships, in full uniform,.the gentlemen from 
shore, mostly military, in fulldress, the gayety of 
the bright red bunting, laced with white and blue, 


| 


flowers, and the really uncommon number of beau- 
tiful women, with the foreign features and com- 
plexions, so rich and captivating to our eyes, 
produced altogether an effect unsurpassed by any- 
thing I have ever seen even at the Court fêtes of Eu- 
rope. The daylight gun fired at the close of a gal- 
lopade, and the crowded boats pulled ashore with 
their lovely freight by the broad light of morning. 


Mr.. Editor: The following mournful 
intelligence, I have just received from a 
gentleman from the neighborhood where 
the scene occurred. A Mr. Shrader, of 
; Henry county, who has long been ad- 
dicted to habits of intoxication, on the 
night of the Oth instant, -after a fit of de- 
bauch, kiled three of his children, and 
abused his wife in such a way that her 
life is despaired of. What will the oppo- 
nents of temperance societies in Kentucky 
and clsewhere say to this? A like catas- 
trophe occurred in the same neighborhood 
about five or six years ago. In this case 
the man shot his wife dead, and immedi- 
ately afterwards dispatched himself in the 
same way.—Frankfort Argus. 


Yankee Speculation.—It will be recol- 
lected that the ship Tuscany sailed from 
Boston last spring with a cargo of ice for 
Calcutta. Accounts have been received 
i of her-safe arrival out, and that very little 
of her ice had melted. The Hindoos will 
soon use it up, however, and, it is to be 
hoped, to a good advantage to the shipper. 


and studded, wherever they would stand, with . 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1834. 


OF INDIANA, 


In tHe House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 30, 1834, i 
On the resolution of Mr Cuiron, to appoint a 
` Select Committee to inquire into the expedi- | 
ency of so extending the general pension law as 
to embrace within its provisions those persons 
who were engaged in the Indian wars down to 
the year 1794, and the amendment of it by Mr. 

Bouri, to appoint a committee to inquire 

into the moral effects of the pension system upon 

the community, and how far it ought to be abol- 

ished or repealed. z 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he did not wish to in- 
trude upon the time of the House; but the present 
question was onein which he felt a morethan or- 
dinary anxiety, arising not alone from the fact that 
some few of those who would be benefitted by the 
resolution under consideration were his immediate 
constituents; but he had a higherinterest, an inter- 
estspringing from another and a broader source—a 
wish to see some slight public recognition, some 
token of national gratitude to those who in youth 
and vigorous manhood had devoted themselves 
exclusively to the service of the country. 

In the fulfillment of this obligation, he was not, 
Jike the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Pinceney,] deterred by constitutional scruples. 
Those who framed the Constitution, it would seem, 
had not such scruples, for the pension system was 
established at least as far back as 1789, and he 
(Mr. H.) was willing to take for his text on all con- | 

. stitutional questions, the acts and the opinions of | 
jhose who framed the instrument. - It would seem, | 
too, that South Carolina herself did not formerly | 
regard it as unconstitutional, for by a reference to | 
the journals it will be found that in the year 1804 
her pensioners were placed upon the roll of the 
United States, without any apparent objection on 
her part. 

It was not, however, to argue the constitution- 

«ality of the matter that he had risen. His main 
object was, by a brief review of the history of the 
times, to show that the honorable gentleman from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Burexs] had, he would not 
say wilfally, misrepr esented, but that he musthave 
forgotten the real facts, when he spoke of these 
wars as “‘ mere petty feuds, predatory excursions, 
waged by way of retaliation for purposes of rob- 
bery and plunder.” He (Mr. H.) estimated the 
years, the character, and the standing of that gen- | 
tleman too highly to suppose for a moment that he 
would wilfully and unjustly defame.the acts, and 
the reputation of any, far less those of the time- 
worn soldier and patriot, who in defence of his 
eountry had stained her soil with his blood. Un- 
willing to believe such things of that honorable 
gentleman, he was bound to presume that he had 
forgotten. The version given to the House by the 
honorable member would be found to be widely 
different from what he (Mr. H.) had learned alike 
from history and tradition. 

Of tradition, however, he would not speak, but 
refer alone to history to sustain his remarks. 

The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Dexny,] both the honorable members from 
‘Tennessee, (Messrs. Dickinson and Peyron,] had 
stated to the House the atrocious character of this 
war on the part of the savages throughout the 
revolutionary struggle. At that periodit had raged 


jn the most horrid manner, and if the honorable | 
gentleman from Rhode Island was still not satisfied i 
of the fact, he would refer him for confirmation of | 
the fact, and also for the character of the war, to | 
Marshall ’s Life of Washington, representing in 


the year 1778, that whilst various *‘ diplomatic 
concerns employed the American Cabinet, and 
whilst the war seemed to languish on the Atlantic, 
it raged to the Westin its most savage form.” 
Would this appear to speak simply of some petty 
feud? He thought not.. 

But, said Mr. H.,as the honorable gentleman 
from Rhode Island has disavowed all knowledge 


10 


of the existence of such a war as had been spoken 


| sion as to the character of the war that might have 


OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


of by the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Dicxison,] he would ask the honorable gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island if there could be found 
any general treaty of peace, or suspension of the | 
struggle with hostile Indians at the conclusion of 
the straggle with Great Britain? That gentleman 
could not. Upon the contrary, although various 
treaties had been occasionally formed with separate 
tribes at Fort Stanwix, Fort McIntosh, at Hope- 
well on the Keowee, and at the mouth of the Great 
Miami of the Ohio, they had proved entirely inef- 
fectual. In pursuance of all these, however, a new 
treaty had been made at Fort Harmar in the year 
1789, with numerous tribes, and almost the same 
stipulations adopted that had been agreed upon at 
the four places just named. « 

At this last treaty, (said Mr. H.,) the Wabash 
and Miami Indians, though specially urged, had re- 
fused to attend. They were bent upon war alone. 

But, sir, to show how far this last treaty accom- 
plished its object, it is only necessary to refer toa 
communication made to Congress by General 
Washington, in the year 1790, in which he in- 
formed that body that he had been compelled to 
call out the militia in the western country in aid of 
the regular troops against the increasing depreda- 
tions of the savage enemy. This force was com- 
posed of one thousand men from Virginia and 
Kentucky, and five hundred from four counties in 
Western Pennsylvania. g 

Sir, (said Mr. H.,) the pay could not have been 
the object with these men. What was it? Con- 
trast it with the pay that has been given in later 
times. Jt was $22 per month to a lieutenant, $5 
per month to asergeant, $3 per month toa private. 
And they were to receive this only in time of ac- 
tual service, when required by imminent peril. | 
Mr. H. said he believed he used the very words | 
of the instractions given to the commanding gene- 
ral. The documents were within the reach of the j 
House, showing that up to the period just men- 
tioned, savage outrages had increased with even 
greater violence, and the whole frontier was stained 
with a repetition of the most shocking barbarities. 

Shortly after these men were raised, the melan- 
choly campaigns of Harmar and St. Clair followed 
in quick succession. They surely did not head 
mere predatory bands; they were each followed 
by a strong and organized force, at the direction 
and under the auspices of the Government. The 
bare recollection of the names of those who fell on | 
these fields, would certainly destroy any impres- 


been produced on a portion of the House by the 
remarks of the honorable gentleman from Rhode 
Island. For years after their loss had been de- 
plored as a public calamity all over the Union. 
The Father of his Country, on receiving the news 
of St. Clair’s defeat, was represented to have shed 
tears; bitter and scalding they must have been, 
for numbered with the dead was many a revolu- 
tionary comrade. : 

Sir, (said Mr. H.,) I concur with the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Denny] in his 
remarks upon the conduct of General Arthur St. 
Clair. Injustice has been done his memory, not- 
withstanding a complete vindication at the hands 
of those who best knew, and whose province it 
was to judge of the facts. He was sorry that the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Har- 
piv] had, in the course of his remarks on a former 
day, joined in the censure of that man whom he 
considered amongst the most meritorious this 
country had ever produced. His disasters in that 
campaign were caused entirely by circumstances 
beyond control. Their introduction, however, at 
this time, he (Mr. H.) considered as unnecessary, 
perhaps unbecoming the present discussion. He 
hoped, however, that history would finally do jus- 
tice to the memory ofthis gallantsoldierand accom- 
plished gentleman ,whose name stood so intimately 
blended with some of our proudest national recol- 
lections. . 

But (said Mr. H.) to return to the subject. In | 


September, 1791, a report from the Secretary of 


War, to which he had before alluded, would ‘be 
found to contain, amongst many other statements, 
a representation that a ‘* strong coercive force’? 
would be required to carry into effect the object 
then contemplated by the campaign. And the 
same report clearly explained the principles of. 
Justice and of policy which dictated a most vigor- 
ous prosecution of this war. 

Tt was not for success against the Indians alone 
that we were contending. Would the honorable 
gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. Burges,] or 
any other gentleman on that floor, hazard an as- 
sertion to the contrary? They could not; for an 
object which all must admit to have been of the 
highest importance was still further to be attained. 
It was the possession and subjugation of the Brit- 
ish posts on Lake Michigan, and of Niagara and 
Detroit, withheld from us contrary to the treaty 
with Great Britain. From these posts the hostile 
Indians were constantly furnished with arms and 
munitions, and excited to continue their career of 
indiscriminate butchery and massacre to such an 
extent that the frontiers were made desolate from 
Georgia to Canada. 

From this state of things the country had been 
redeemed by the successful engagement of General 
Anthony Wayne, with the combined Indian force 
and a large auxiliary body of Canadian volun- ` 
teers, on the 20th of August, 1794. Yes, a body 
of Canadian volunteers, drawn from around the 
British post of Detroit, and encouraged by Colonel 
McKee, the British agent at that place, together 
with Captain Elliott, and others of the British 
army, who were actually in view amongst the In- 
dians at the commencement of the engagement, 
which was fought within sight of a British post 
and garrison. 

Bat, said Mr. H., still further to show how little: 
this war deserves the unkind description given of 
it by the honorable gentleman from Rhode Island, 
Mr. Burces,] let any gentleman look at the re-. 
port of General Wayne shortly after taking com- 
mand of the Army, then composed of 2600 regular 
officers and soldiers, and 360 mounted volunteers 
from Kentucky, under the command of General 
Charles Scott. This force he reported at the 
time as utterly inadequate to the difficulties of the 
enterprise, and the formidable enemy. against 
whom he was to act. To supply the requisite 
force, a draft of the militia was deemed indispen- 
sable. This officer had, as was known to all, Suc- 
ceeded in the end; and the treaty of Grenville, 
made on the 3d day of August, in the year 1795, 
had constituted the basis of all subsequent trea- 
ties held with the Indians northwest of the Ohio 
river, and it was the first and only sincere peace 
made by them with this Republic, having, he (Mr. 
TI.) believed, remained unbroken until within a 
short period anterior to the late war with Great 
Britain. 

Throughout the whole of this war it would be 
found, upon examination, that instructions had 
been uniformly given by the Department to the 
commanding general to procure by all means the 
services of some influential and intelligent gentle- 
men resident in the West. A Logan, a Shelby, 
a Hardin, or a Spencer, were uniformly found 
with their little bands around them, opening the 
way, and directing the march of the advancing 
army. To the temporizing policy of the Govern- 
ment the valuable life of Colonel John Hardin 
had been finally sacrificed; he having, at the re- 
quest of the Government, undertaken a mission to 
the Wabash and Miami Indians, accompanied 
only by an interpreter, for the purpose, if possible, 
of effecting a reconciliation. Shortly after entering 
their country he was seized. as a prisoner, and, 
regardless of the character in which he came, he 
was burnt at the stake with every circumstance 
of savage cruelty. 

Are the survivors of these men, when now ask- 
ing for some little pecuniary aid to cheer their 
declining existence, to be treated only with con- 
tumely? After having served for years,armed at 
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their own expense, carrying their provisions in 
their wallets, without tents, with no shelter from 
the piercing night save a single blanket, their 
humble request is to be rejected without even an 
inquiry, whilst those who fought on this side the 
mountains have been so freely provided for. 

It could not be that greater devotion to their 
country had characterized the soldiers of the East 
and the North, than those. of the West;.a more 
striking instance of genuine patriotism could not-be 
found either in the history of this country or any 
other, than that displayed by some early settlers 
(intruders as they were termed) upon the vacant 
lands in East Tennessee. They were removed in 
a large body by a military force despatched for the 
purpose, under Major Bradly some short time pre- 
vious to the defeat of General St. Clair. Sir, these 
very men, although they had just beheld their 
families in the most distressing possible situation, 
naked, houseless, and starving, were among the 
first to volunteer in the expedition then contem- 
plating, and met their fate in the ensuing campaign 
gallantly fighting for the very Government that 
had just driven them from their cabins. 

Sir, from the brief history of facts I have given, 
it will be seen that down to the year 1795, no gen- 
eral cessation of hostilities had occurred, and that 
the savages were continually urged by British 
emissaries, to the commission of the most brutal 
outriges. I have given this sketch to satisfy the 
honorable member from Rhode Island, and the 
House, that in no point of view can this long and 
pee war be deserving of the character he 

as seen proper to bestow upon it. 

If at any period it had assumed a predatory 
character, the fault was in the Government, and 
not in the inhabitants of the frontier. They were 
left alone to defend themselves against the public 
enemy, and at the same time by their own labor 
and exertions to procure the necessaries of life for 
the subsistence of their families. It is well known 
that after the treaty of peace with Great Britain in 
1783, the Government could control neither men 
nor means, and consequently these people were 
compelled for some years to defend the lives and 
property of all around them, as they best could, 
from their own resources. 

I have aimed in my remarks, sir, at nothing 
more than the performance of an act of simple 
justice to the surviving representatives of former 
days, so unjustly and unfeelingly denounced as 
robbers and plunderers. 

Whether the resolution shall ultimately prevail 
or not, I hope their services at least may be || 
regarded in a proper light. By their valor, their 
constancy, their unshrinking fortitude, a title to 
the whole wide-spread country of the West was 
secured. In giving protection to an extensive 
frontier, of which they constituted the only means 
of succor and defence, every danger, every pri- 
vation, every toil was’ encountered without mur- 
mur or complaint. Year after year they freely 
suffered; their only reward the warm and heart- 
felt prayer of the lonely woman and her offspring 
acknowledging their preservation from captivity, 
violation, and death. i 


| hills.” 


1I have (said Mr. H.) in my possession the peti- 
tion of John Ritchie, one of these men, now up- 
wards of 64 years old, who, from the age of 16, 
was constantly engaged in the service of his coun- 
try; he went throughout his whole campaign with 
Colonel Logan; he fought in and was one of the 
few who fortunately escaped from the disastrous 
action at the junction of the St. Mary’s and St. 
Joseph’s, generally known as the defeat of Gen- 
eral Harmar; he was with the five hundred picked 
men who performed one of the boldest tours on 
record against the Indians under the command of 
General Charles Scott, that chivalric hero of al- 
most a hundred fields, with whose name history at 
least associates no ideas of robbing and plunder. |i 
This same individual was afterwards with the first 
force that ever nenetrated to the Upper Wabash 
under General Wilkinson, and was present at the 
destruction of the Wea towns; and, sir, he finally || 
followed the steps of Anthony Wayne throughout | 
the whole of his memorable and glorious cam- 
paign, concluded by the treaty of Grenville in 
1795. Years afterwards, when the Government 
again required the services of her citizens in the 
field, this man, although advanced in life, was 


|| consigned it. 


i far resuscitated as to chirp in the fostering arms 


amongst the first of the gallant and patriotic Ken- |! 


tuckians who so freely flocked to her standard; he 
was at the siege of Fort Meigs, and, if my recol- 
lection of the events of his life serve. me right, 
although it is not stated in his petition, an honor- 
able and highly distinguished gentleman on this 
floor from Kentucky, [Colonel Rrcuarp M. Jonn- 
son,] one distinguished alike by his preéminent 
civil and military services on every occasion, SO 
cheerfully and efficiently rendered his country, 
can bear individual testimony to the gallant con- 
duct of my old friend in that field, where, by the 
defeat and death of the most justly celebrated man 
of all their warriors, the [Indian power in the West 
was finally and forever broken; I allude to the 
battle of the Thames. 

In declining age he now finds himself.a prey to 
poverty; a constitution broken, and health enfee- 
bled by early hardships, disable him from ordinary 
agricultural labor. Sir, should such a man, as | 
life wanes lower and lower in the socket, be left 
alone to the ‘cold charity of the world?” His 
youth and manhood—that vigorous portion of 
existence which in these times men devote to 
hoarding up for age—were by him passed in the 
constant and arduous service of his country. 

It may be said that this is but a single instance, 
and that the provisions of the resolution are gen- 
eral. Sir, this brief sketch would represent the 
claims of a majority of those benefited by the ulti- 
mate success of the principle contained in the reso- 
lution. The instance I have given is far from 
being solitary. It is ‘in reality the history of a 
peculiar body of men, whose services cannot be 
obliterated by time, who, regardless of personal 
peril, seeking no individual advantage, dared every- 
thing in a most hazardous cause. Mr. Speaker, 
did they effect nothing? They fought amid a wil- | 
derness, boundless in extent; they fought for a 
wilderness, they succeeded; the result is known 
to all. The wilderness is now peopled by more 
than five millions of rational and intelligent beings, 
as happy, as free, as generous, and as brave as the || 
sun ever shown down upon. The eye is every- 
where greeted with smiling and beautiful farms, 
with flourishing villages; in the midst cities have 
risen; and, over all, law and order, the lights of | 
revealed religion and the blessings of civil liberty 
prevail. 

Sir, it is for the surviving patriarch whose toils 
have brought so rich a harvest to others, that some 
little memento of national gratitude is now asked. 
It is not sought for robbers and plunderers. The 
gentleman from Rhode Island knows them not; 
from nothing on earth could they be more remote. 
Wanton aggression and unlicensed pillage stain 
not the history of their lives. Their devotional 
love of liberty was united to a singleness of heart 
and a simplicity of manner that might vie with the 
shepherd of old * watching his flocks on Chaldea’s 


Mr. H. said that before concluding he wished 
to bestow a few observations on the amendment 
offered by the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. BouLnis,] proposing to abolish all pension 
laws. Throughout the entire discussion of the 
question this amendment, in reality the legitimate 
subject of debate, had been totally overlooked, 
until the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Pinckney] had raised it from the condition of deep 
apathy, to which common consent had apparently 
To that honorable gentleman [Mr. 
PrycKney] it was indebted for at least the active 
portion of its existence. Forat the moment of its | 
first appearance “in this breathing world,” it had | 
seemingly fallen stillborn into the hands of the 
Clerk, without, so far as he (Mr. H.) recollected, | 
even a show of fatherly fondness from the honor- 
able mover for his unfortunate and ill-conceived | 
bantling. Notwithstanding this neglect of the | 
natural pretector, however, the imp has been so 


of its late fond nurse. ; 

The policy or the justice of that amendment are 
alike beyond my comprehension. Even a well- 
founded reason for its adoption is more than f; 
can imagine; no suggestions of necessary economy | 
can be brought in aid of the proposition. No |i 
national debt hangs over us, no national pecuniary if 
ernbarrassment of any nature or character whatso- 
ever. Ís the Government, then, so poor that she | 


2 T | 
cannot pay this slight acknowledgment of grati- | 
tude for services rendered in a cause that hasbeen |! 


sanctified beyond all others, by its result upon the 
happiness and the liberties of mankind? We have 
thousands to give annually for the improvement 
and repairs of Pennsylvania avenue; we have thou- 
sands to give for trimming the bushes, and turning 
the walks around this building; thousands to make 
« Goose Creek once, the Tiber now,” flow in a 
direction something different from what nature 
intended it; thousands to give for innumerable 
other purposes of about equal importance to the 
country, but not one cent to those who fought to 
make that country free. 

What, sir, strike out the pension act? When 
you do so, when you efface it from the statute- 
book, blot out at the same time from the history 
of your country the name of every consecrated 
field on which these veterans fought, whether of 
victory or disaster. Doit, sir! erase the one, but 
leave no vestige of the other. Let not posterity 
be left to blush, that we sedulously preserved the 
record of those glorious fields, but consigned to 
poverty and misery the individuals who had ren- 
dered them immortal. Shall we tell the gallant 
mariner who has borne our flag in triumph over 
every sea, that hereafter, when worn down and 
unfit for service, he will be cast aside unnoticed— 
unregarded; the country he has so fondly loved, so 
proudly defended, with millions in her Treasury, 
will leave him, the neglected victim of age, disease, 
and poverty combined? 

For myself, I cannot concur in such sentiments; 
patriotism alone forbids the thought, and it is to 
be hoped that the justice and the generosity of this 
House will forever preclude it. My vote shall 
never deny to him who aided either in establish- 
ing or defending the Union and the liberties of this 
Republic, a just reward, sufficient to render easy 
his declining years. 

He had no fear, however, that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Virginia would prevail, 
and sincerely hoped that a law would be passed 
pursuant to the principle proposed by the resolu- 
tuon. . 


IN SENATE. 
Mowpay, Februory 3, 1834. 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the Governor of Michigan relative to the 


improvement of the navigation of certain rivers in 
that Territory. < . 


Mr. SHEPLEY presented the resolutions of a 
large number of the citizens of Portland adverse 
to a change of the mode of collecting the revenue 
from credit to cash, and also disapproving of the 
course of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury in re- 
moving the deposites; which was read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On presenting these resolutions, Mr. SHEP- 
LEY observed, that the signers were known to 
him to be gentlemen of great respectability, al- 
though differing from him in opinion in relation 


|| to many matters contained in those resolutions. 


It may not be improper to remark, that they do 
not assume to represent the opinion of the city of 
Portland, but only of a large number of its citi- 
zens. 

The resolutions were read, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be print- 


ed. 

Mr. SHEPLEY rose and said: 

Mr. President, I ask leave to present certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Maine, ` 
expressing the opinion of that Legislature in re- 
lation to the Bank of the United States; to the 
cause of the distress upon the commercial com- 
munity; and to the removal of the public deposites; 
and instructing her Senators to oppose a restora- 
tion of the deposites and a renewal of the charter 
of the bank. : 

On presenting these resolutions, I ask the in- 
dulgencé of the Senate for a few moments, to state 
that the State of Maine, presenting a sea-coast of 
more than three hundred miles in extent, and 
rivers of no inconsiderable magnitude extending 
from the sea-shore far into the interior of the State, 
and there connecting themselves with large inland 
bodies of water; and a very large tract of land, 
covered with forest timber trees, portions of which 
are annually felled, floated on these waters, and 
manufactured into building materials, and trans- 


1834. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


147 


and the lime and marble shipped to a market, she 
is deeply interested in trade, commerce, exchange, 
and a sound currency. So great are the quanti- 
ties of these materials and of domestic manufac- 
tures, and so extensive her intercourse with the 
British provinces and with the other States, that 
her coasting trade is very valuable. Her tonnage 


employed in that trade, and other commerce, is to | 


such an amount that there are now, it is believed, 
but two States whose tonnage is greater. Much 
of the success of her industrious and very enter- 
prising people depends upon the successful prose- 
cution of this trade and commerce; and her people 
must therefore be supposed to understand their 
own interests. 

Little more than five years ago, and but one out 
of nine of her electoral votes was given to the 
present Chief Magistrate. At the last election the 

- whole vote of the State was given to him. 

‘The resolutions:‘now offered were passed in her 
House of Representatives by a vote of 119 to 53; 
and in her Senate by a vote of 22 to 2. The elec- 
tion of these members, it is true, took place before 
the removal of the deposites; but the persons 
elected remained among the people electing them 
until after the discussion of the question com- 
menced here; and they carried with them the 
opinions of the people whom they represented; 
and those opinions are embodied in their resolu- 
tions. These facts show that a large majority of 
the people of Maine do not regard the conduct of 
the President in the manner that my colleague 
does. 

What he understands to be an accumulation of 
power in the Executive by the exercise of the veto 
power, as it is called, they understand to be a pros- 
tration of power attempted to be accumulated. 
They have seen the President exercise a power 
given to him by the Constitution, to break down 
that assumption of power which would control 
and manage the internal improvements of the 
Bates. They have seen him exercise the same 
power to prostrate a bank charter calculated to 
control their own moneyed concerns, and to bring 
them and all their great and growing interests 
within its influence, and to enable it to brighten or 
blacken their prospects at its will. They desire to 
be delievered from such a power; and hence the 
vote on these resolutions. The other topics alluded 
to by my colleague have all been discussed, and 
an opinion formed upon them in Maine; and that 
opinion is so distinctly made known in these reso- 
lutions, that it is not necessary that I should say 
anything respecting them. I concur in all the 
opinions expressed in these resolutions. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said he was always disposed 
to be governed by the voice of the people when 
expressed. That while the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Maine emanated from that body in 
a party character almost exclusively, the resolu- 
tions from the city of Portland spoke the voice of 
the people of that city, that they were suffering 
serious distress and embarrassment. While he 
differed in opinion from the Legislature of Maine, 
a body for which he entertained great respect, and 
also from his honorable colleague, yet he was 
always ready and willing to render an account to 
the people for his public acts. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, in reply, said he would only 
state a fact or.two: All the representatives of the 
city of Portland were among the 119 voting for the 
resolutions; that all the Senators from the county 
of Cumberland, in whieh that city is situated, 
were also among the number of Senators who 
voted for them; that one of the Senators from Ken- 

. nebec county, and an opponent tothe Administra- 
tion, asked to be excused from voting, on the 
ground that he was of opinion that the President 
had assumed a power that did not belong to him, 
and yet he could not vote to restore the deposites, 
thinking it would be inexpedient. 

The resolutions were then read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. ie 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Pittsburg, disapproving of the course 
of the Secretary of the Treasury in removing the 
deposites; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. : 

Mr. McK. observed that this memorial had been 


the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. TYLER presented two petitions ofa private 
nature, 

Mr. TIPTON communicated the memorial of 
the Legislative Council of Michigan relative to the 
improvement of certain rivers in that Territory; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the removal of 
the office of the surveyor general from Ohio to 
Indiana. 

Which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill from the House of Representa- 
tives for the relief of George K. Jackson, and gave 
notice that he was instructed by the committee 


its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
should to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of John Donelson and Stephen Heard. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
POINDEXTER: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to 
cause to be laid before the Senate a copy of any 
correspondence, if any shall have taken place, be- 
tween the War Department or any office attached 
to it, and the Bank of the United States, in respect 


June, 1832, or any other act of Congress, in the 
payment of pensioners. 


mitted on Friday, were then taken up. $ 
Mr. WEBSTER suggested to the gentleman 
from Mississippi, and the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, the propriety of referring these resolutions, 
and the lettet of the Secretary of the Treasury on 


Finance, and allow the resolutions thereon to re- 
main before the Senate, so that the debate might 
proceed without interruption. 

Mr. POINDEXTER suggested a question of 
order, whether that could be done without taking 
the whole subject from the possession of the Sen- 


resolutions could go on. Hehoped nothing would 
be allowed to interrupt that. 

Mr. WRIGHT said it seemed to him, as the 
second resolution related exclusively to the reasons 
of the Secretary, that if it were referred to the 
committee, the debate upon it could not proceed. 
He objected to withdrawing it from the Senate, as 
he desired, when a convenient opportunity pre- 
sented, to give his views to the Senate upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT was understood to 
say, that the reference to the committee woul 
withdraw the subject from the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY observed that the President’s mes- 
sage was before the committee, and there was 
nothing to prevent them from proceeding upon 


it. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the message was not the 
Secretary’s reasons. The message was before the 
committee, and they were not to be supposed to 
be inattentive to it, or the memorials on the sub- 


were before the committee, they would not require 
to have possession of them more than a day. He 
thought if the paper was to go to the committee it 
was time it was there. 


that, when the bill was called up, he should move ; 


to the agency ofthe said bank, under the act of 7th | 


The resolutions of Mr. POINDEXTER sub- | 


the removal of the deposites, to the Committee on | 


ate. 
. Mr. CLAY said he had no objection to the prop- : 
osition, if it was understood that the debate onthe į; 


ject of the deposites, and if the Secretary’s reasons |; 


“the paper at the same time. 


Mr. POINDEXTER asked that Mr. Cray’s 
setond resolution might then be read; which was 
one, ; 


Mr. POINDEXTER said it did not follow that 
the reference of the report carried the resolution 
with it. Every Senator had the original report 
printed and.on his file... The reasons of the Sec- 
retary were in possession. of every Senator. It 
was competent for the Senate to go on. with: the 
discussion, and put the committee in possession of 
If ke was right, he 
preferred that the report should go to the commit- 
tee now; no inconvenience would result from it, 
and the report would be had in a day or two. 


_Mr. WEBSTER would relieve the apprehen-~ 
sion of gentlemen by saying, that at the close of 
the debate to-day, he would move to refer the Sec- 
retary’s letter to the Committee on Finance, and 
the report should be made to-morrow at the meet- 
ing of the Senate. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that this difficulty, 
which was apparent, arose from the eagerness 
with which these various resolutions had been 
pressed upon the Senate. If the resolutions were 
Separated from the subject on which they were 
founded, the whole matter would be taken out of 
the possession of the Senate, and would go to the 
Committee on Finance, where it ought to have . 
gone in the first instance: Now, he asked the 
gentleman from Mississippi what object he had in 
his resolutions? Did they vary the powers of the 
committee upon the memorials, or was it necessary 
to coerce the committee upon the subject? Was 
it necessary to instruct the committee upon the 
condition of the currency? That was a part of their 
duty. They had it before them’ in the message 
and the various memorials which had been referred 
to them. All the gentleman’s resolutions wereto 
the same point, except the one relating to the dis- 
tress existing in the community. He was opposed 
to the adoption of the resolutions, because it was 


| not customary to authorize the committee to send 


for persons and papers withoutan intimation from 
the committee that they wished it. It was usual 
to ask for the power, and when it was necessary _ 
we gave it to them. i 
Mr. POINDEXTER remarked, the gentleman 
(Mr. Kine] had opened the discussion, which from 
the first he wished to avoid. He would not follow 
his example. $ 
Mr. WILKINS said there was something to 
him quite objectionable in the mode suggested. He 
thought the proposition,as he understood the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, would carry the whole 
subject from the Senate, and he understood that 


| the Chair had so intimated. He had no objection 


to the reference to the Committee on Finance, but , 
he hoped an arrangement could be made, that the 
debate might continue. That was all he asked. 
Efe had yielded the floor to the gentleman from 


| New Jersey [Mr. Frexincuuysen] with that ex- 
| pectation. 


If it was the subject of any arrange- 
ment, he hoped his claim to the floor in the line of 
succession Justified him in expressing the hope 
that it would be made. 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked, that he was sur- 


| prised he had been misunderstood. He said he 


would propose at the conclusion of the discussion 
to-day, to refer the subject to the Committee on 


| Finance, and that the report of the committee 


should be made to-morrow. He did not recognize 
any line of succession in the debate; but if the gen- 
tleman objected to that course, or thought he would 
be affected by it, he would postpone his motion 
until the gentleman had spoken. 

Mr. WILKINS replied, that if the report of the 


committee could be made to-morrow, he would not 


interrupt the debate. 
proposition. 7 

Mr. FORSYTH thought the Senate were likely 
to be greatly embarrassed by these resolutions, If 
he was not mistaken, they would. entirely stop the 
discussion. The resolutions instructed the com- 
mittee to inquire into the whole subject embraced 
by theresolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky. 
They swept away the whole of the Secretary's rea- 
sons. It was impossible, without the Secretary’s 
reasons, for the committee to enter into it. He 
thought it better to let the subject lie on the table 
for the present, and not to press it till the report of 
the Secretary was disposed of. 


He heartily concurred inthe 
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Mr. CHAMBERS suggested that it was de- 
sirable to bring before the committee the lately dis- 
missed Secretary, who had intimated that he would 
disclose nothing unless legally required; : 

Mr.. POINDEXTER said a general investiga- 
tion was desirable, with.a view to bring all the. 
members of the Cabinet before the committee, as 
well those who had, as those who had not given 
their opinions in writing. eS ena X 

Mr. BIBB said he had no objection toan in- 
quiry. But he hoped the gentleman (Mr. PornpeEx- 
rer] would not press the question. He felt that 
we were touching on delicate ground in proposing 
to call before a committee the President’s Cabinet 
counsellors. Ele had no objection to a call on the 
President; there could be no doubt of the right of 
the Senate to make such a call. But he wished 
time to think of the propriety and dignity of the 
Senate calling for what took place before the Pres- 
ident’s Cabinet, out of respect for the constitutional 
authorities of the country. 

Mr. CLAY then moved that the subject be laid 
on the table; which was agreed to. 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The special order having been taken up, 

Mr. FRELINGELUYSEN took the floor, and 
addressed the Chair in opposition to the reasons of 
the Secretary of the Treasury for removing the 
deposites, until three o’clock, when he gave way 
toa motion by Mr. WILKINS, that the Senate 
adjourn; which prevailed. 

‘And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
i Monday, February 3, 1834. 


After the reading of the Journal the several 
States being called for the presentation of memo- 
rials, &c., 

Mr. PARKS rose and said that, by the courtesy 
of his colleague, he had to present to the Flouse 
certain resolutionsfróm the Legislature ofthe State 
of Maine, in relation to the recent removal of the | 
deposites, and the question of rechartering the- 
Bank of the United States. These resolutions 
went to justify the course pursued by the Admin- 
istration in that removal, and showed that they 
were opposed.to any recharter of that bank. He | 
took leave to say thatthe Legislature of that State 
was composed of one hundred and eighty-six mem- 
bers in the House of Representatives, and of twen- 
ty-five in the Senate. These resolutions had been 

assed in the House of Representatives by the 

arge vote of 119 to 53, and through the Senate by 
a vote of 22 to 2; and he believed they were passed 
by a body of men as able, as intelligent, and patri- 
otic, and as truly respectable, as any body of men 
in the Union. This respectable body, then, came 
forward to state that, in their opinion, the bank į 
was unconstitutional, and they believed this, be- 
cause they thought that Congress had no power | 
given to them by the Constitution to grant such a 
charter; holding that all powers not expressly 
granted by the Constitution are reserved to the 
several States. They further believe that upon 
this question of the removal of the deposites now 
depends, and is identical with, the recharter of 
the bank; and that, if the bank is not to be re- 
chartered, their restoration would be improper. 
Thus believing, they had instructed their Senators 
and requested their Representatives in Congress 
to oppose the restoration of the deposites and the | 
renewal of the charter of the United States Bank. 

They also believe that the distress which has 
been brought upon our commercial communities, 
has been produced by the improper action of the 
bank upon the public, with a view to cause dis- 
content at the recent measures of Government, 
and thus force from Congress a restoration of the 
deposites. It was evident, then, that if the bank | 
by producing this distress was successful in their 
object—when she would think the proper moment 
had arrived for her to do so, to ask for a renewal | 
of the charter—she would only have to put her ma- 
chinery in motion, rack her victims, and through 
the agonizing throes this produced, compel Con- 
gress to yield to her application. Thus yielding 
once to her, it would only be a prelude to their 
yielding again. He, therefore, felt with them, that | 
ihe present was thetime to meet the question, and į 


to resist it. 


` The Legislature of this State were the advocates 
of State rights. They fully adopted the doctrines 
put forth by the State of Virginia, and they be- 
lieved ifthe bank should prove successful in throw- 
ing her golden chains around them, the words 
State rights, nullification, and secession, would be 
mere terms, more fit to be bandied by the lips of 
children than to be used by freemen. 

Mr. P. having called for the reading of the res- 
olutions, they were read as follow, and subse- 
quently referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

STATE OF MAINE. 


‘Whereas, at an early period after the election | 


of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency, in accord- 
ance with the sentiments which he had uniformly 
expressed, the attention of Congress was called to 
the constitutionality and expediency of the re- 
newal of the charter of the United States Bank; and 
whereas the bank has transcended its chartered 
limits in the management of its business transac- 
tions, and hasabandoned the object of its creation, 
by engaging in political controversies, by wielding 
its power and influence to embarrass the admin- 
istration of the General Government, and by bring- 
ing insolvency and distress upon the commercial 
community; and whereas the public security from 
such an institution consists less in its present pe- 
cuniary capacity to discharge its liabilities than 
in the fidelity with which the trusts reposed in it 
have been executed; and whereas the abuse and 
misapplication of the powers conferred have de- 
stroyed the confidence of the public in the officers 
of the bank, and demonstrated that such powers 
endanger the stability of republican institutions; 
therefore 

Resolved, That in the removal of the public 
deposites from the Bank of the United States as 
well as in the manner of their removal, we recog- 
nize in the Administration an adherence to con- 
stitutional rights, and the performance of a public 


duty. : 

Resolved, That this Legislature entertain the 
game opinion as heretofore expressed by the pre- 
ceding Legislature of this State, that the Bank of 
the United States óught not to be rechartered. 

Resolved, That the Senators of this State in the 
Congress of the United States be instructed, and 
the Representatives be requested, to oppose the 
restoration of the deposites and the renewal of the 
charter of the United States Bank. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of this preamble and these resolves 
to the President of the Senate of the United States, 
and to each of our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress. = 

Iw tHe House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 25, 1834. 

Read and passed. 

NATHAN CLIFFORD, Speaker. 


In Senare, January 25, 1834. 
Read and passed. 
JOSIAH PIERCE, President pro tem. 
January 25, 1834. Approved, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 


Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said: I hold in my hand 
a communication in the shape of resolutions passed 
ata public meeting holden in the city of Port- 
land, in the district which I have the honor to rep- 
resent on this floor. They relate to the existing 
state of the currency im this country, and to the 
removal of the public deposites from the Bank of 
the United States. 
that the Representatives from Maine would cause 
them to be laid before the House, and give their 
support to them. 

In compliance with that part of the request 
which asks to have them laid kefore this House, I 
beg leave to lay them upon your table. In rela- 
tion to the other part which asks my support of 
them, I feel constrained to decline. With the per- 
mission of the House I will briefly advert to some 
of the reasons why I do so decline. . 

It will be observed that in one of the resolutions 
the alleged distress in the money market is attrib- 
uted to the measures of the National Government 


in the removal of the public deposites from the | 


Bank of the United States. This resolution pro- 
ceeds to say, “that the removal of the public 
‘money from the Bank of the United States has 


‘had a tendency to derange the currency of the 


They also embody a request | 


‘country, and to produce the embarrassments 
< which now exist in the money market, for the 
‘bank having curtailed its accommodations to the 
‘public over $9,000,000 in the five months preced- 
‘ing the first of January, has not only withdrawn 
‘that large amount from circulation, but has pro- 
‘duced a corresponding curtailment in the accom- 
< modations of the State banks, and thus increased 
‘the evil and created alarm throughout the whole 
‘commercial community.” : 

Sir, said Mr. S., that there exists a pressure 
in the money market of that region whence these 
resolutions have emanated, is not for me to deny. 
That it is attributable, properly, to the removal of 
the deposites from the United States Bank is a 
proposition to which I cannot assent; and I think 
that in the resolution itself, to which | have ad- 
verted, an argument is embodied which illus- 
trates to every candid mind the fallacy of such 
a conclusion. In order to show the tendency of 
the measure complained of, reference is. had to i 
the operations of the bank for five monihs preced- 
ing the first of January last. ‘This reference, sir, 
embraces a period of two months anterior to the 
existence of the measure complained of. The 
fact that the authors of these resolutions felt com- 
pelled thus to go back of the period when that 
measure first existed, in order to prove the tend- 
ency of it after it existed, and in order to trace 
the existing state of things home to it, is to my 
mind a satisfactory exposure of the fallacy of the 
reasoning upon which these resolutions rest. 

In another of these resolutions it is said that 
the pressure in the finances of the country is so 
great that an union of all parties existed to give 
utterance to them. In yet another of them, how- 
ever, we are told that they express only the opin- 
ions of ‘a portion”? of the citizens of Portland. 
Sir, this was prudent. If they had undertaken 
more—if they had assumed to attribute these opin- 
ions to the generality of the citizens of Portland, 


| or to the generality of the citizens of Cumberland 
|i district, 1 am sure that the rush of the multitude 


would have been down upon them, and their feeble 
utterance would have been drowned by popular 
acclamation of an opposite import ere they could 
have reached this Hall of legislation. 

Sir, I have had an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the political history and opinions of 
all the gentlemen whosenames are associated with 
these resolutions. And, sir, [am pleased to say— 
I am pleased in being able to say, that with a sin- 
gle exception, there is not an Individual among 
them who has not been, from the beginning, either 
opposed to all the leading measures of the present 
National Administration, or a friend to the Bank of 
the United States. A majority of them, sir, have 
had their names associated no less distinctly with 
every measure of opposition to the present Ad- 
ministration which has been at any time con- 
certed in the city of Portland. If they had now 
presented themselves in any other attitude than 
that of hostility to the measure complained of, it 
would have excited my surprise. I must admit, 
sir, still that I feel surprise at the association of 
two or three of these names with these resclutions. 
Not, sir, that the gentlemen to whom I allude ex- 
hibit now evidences of their opposition to the Ad- 
ministration; but I am surprised at it from other 
considerations. I am surprised because I know 
them to be directors of a bank in the city of Port- 
land, which was among the first and swiftest of the 
banks to make application to the Treasury De- 
partment for the keeping of these same public de- 
posites, and before their removal from the United 
States Bank. I hold in my hand, sir, a copy of 
the official application of the bank of which the | 
gentlemen alluded to are directors, tendering the 


| services of their bank to the Government, and thus 


encouraging and inducing the very removal now 
complained of! Sir, it cannot be doubted that 
these gentlemen then regarded this measure as 
necessary, just, and patriotic. Then, sir, they 
regarded this measure, to use the language of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurriz,] 
“as fair a thing as ever was.” But now, sir, the 
deposites having been removed, and these gentle- 
men having found that another bank in Portland 
has been preferred by the Government to their 
own for keeping those deposites, the measure of 


| removal is censured. by them and condemned, and 


they gravely resolve in public meeting that it ia 
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destructive of the commerce and business of the 
country, or, to use the language of the gentleman 
from South Carolina once more, they declare it to 
be * all a piece of villanous cheatery.”” 

Sir, with the views which 1 entertain of these 
resolutions, l cannot do more than to move that 
they be laid upon your table and be printed, with 
the application of the Exchange Bank in Portland 
for the deposites. [These resolutions were in 
favor of the restoration of the deposites, and have 
been heretofore published.] 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, wished his colleague 
to withdraw his motion, as he desired to submit a 
few remarks in relation to the resolutions; which 
request having been acceded to— 

Mr. E. believed that the first of the propositions 
just submitted from the Legislature of Maine, had 
a similar origin with others presented to them. 
But, although he had as much respect as any one 
could have for the body from which it emanated, 
he might be permitted to say, without being consid- 
ered disrespectful to them, that they were not ex- 
actly competent to pronounce, as they did, that the 
whole policy pursued by Madison, Jefferson, and 
others for nearly forty years, was unconstitutional. 
The assertions set forth in the preamble to the 
resolution not being supported by any evidence, 
he would take leave to be excused from coming to 
the conclusion that they did, to govern his conduct 
upon these measures. 

With respect to the memorial presented from 
inhabitants of Portland, which was of a different 
character from the other, he could testify that it 
emanated from a body of men who were influenced 
in presenting them by a knowledge of the actual 


state of things in their neighborhood, and not with jj 


any reference to party, many of them having been | 
always, and for aught he knew, still were friendly | 


to the existing Administration from its first acces- 
sion to power; and this he would assert, notwith- 


standing it had been said that the resolutions came | 
from those who were always friendly to the bank. | 
But did it follow that although they might be | 


friendly to that institution, that they were not | 


friendly to the Administration ? 


Mr. E. then briefly adverted to the position in ! 
which the bank was placed by the conduct pursued |; 
towards it by the Secretary of the Treasury. He | 
denied that the curtailments made by the bank || 


arose from any intention on their part to create dis- 
tress, as he considered it was a duty incumbent 
upon them when they were called upon to pay up 
the public deposites to make such a curtailment as 
would best comport with the safety of the institu- 
tion under such circumstances and their own 
interests, in which the safety of the whole com- 
munity was also involved. He thought they were 
justified throughout, and would conclude by com- 
mending the resolutions from Portland to the calm 
consideration of Congress. 

Mr. POLK rose to warn the Houge not to be 
drawn into these wide discussions on the general 
subject upon every memorial which should be pre- 


sented to them. It had already occupied their atten- 


tion to the exclusion of almost all other important 
business for nearly two months; and he rose also 
to express his hope that the House, after these two 
months thus spent in a discussion which other- 
wise appeared to be endless, would at length see 
how important it was that the subject should be 
brought to a close. He could affirm that this was 
demanded from them by a due regard for the pub- 
lic interest, now suffering heavily in consequence 
of this discussion. 
at once to the Committee of Ways and Means 
that committee would not be long in presenting to 
the Elouse a report with their views; then the 
whole subject would be open for full consideration, 
and they would have something tangible—some 
distinct proposition upon which they could delib- 
erate and act. eee 

Sir, the whole business community is agitated by 
the continued discussion of this question, and their 
interest requires that it should be settled. He 
hoped that the House would sit late and hear the 
discussion until it should be brought to a close. 
To-morrow or next day, he trusted, we should 
meet with the determination of disposing of the 
motions before the House. There was nota mem- 
ber of this House who did not, every day, receive 


letters from a distance urging the speedy action of | 


Congress on this subject. He would appeal to the 


If the memorials were referred | 


| importance of the early action of Congress on the 


| in the other branch of the Legislature, [by Mr. 


| the last six years they had paid to the Government 
| more than fifty millions of dollars. 


; more than half of what had been paid by the whole 


| public interests, both in peace and war, they have 


friends of the bank, and ask whether they did not, 
at the commencement of this discussion, press the 


subject ? 

Mr. GORHAM rdge to a question of order, and 
asked whether it was in order for the gentleman 
to go into the general character of the debate? 

The CHAIR said the general discussion on the 
presentation of a petition could only be gone into 
with the assent of the House. 

Mr. POLK said he had only claimed the indul- 
gence which had already been extended to those 
gentlemen who preceded him. He would repeat 
that he hoped the House would to-morrow meet 
with a determination to dispose of the question 
now pending. 

The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, presented the joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of New York, ap- 
proving the removal of the deposites, and instruct- 
ing her Senators and requesting her Representatives 
to oppose the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. M. said that he had intended to submit a 
few remarks on this occasion, explanatory of the 
views and opinions of a very large majority of the 
people of the State which he had the honor in part 
to represent on the subject to which the resolutions || 
refer; but the explanations of those views and opin- 
ions which had already been given to the public 


Wricurt,]| rendered it unnecessary for him to 
trouble the House at this time. 

In the exposition of those views and opinions to 
which he alluded, Mr. M. said he was authorized 
to believe that a large majority of his colleagues on 
this floor fully concur. 

The resolutions were then read, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. SELDEN rose and said that he held in his 


hand a memorial from the merchants of New York, || 


representing the present deranged state of trade 
and currency, and the causes of their derange- 
ment, 

In presenting the memorial he would take occa- 
sion to say that it was signed by three fourths of 
the commercial interest of the city, and by three 
fourths, in number, of the merchants of the city. 
He would further suggest that these merchants, | 
more than any other traders in the Union, were 
connected,with the commerce of this country. In 


The signers 
of this memorial had paid more than three fourths 
of the sum collected in the city of New York, and 


country. He would go further and say that the 
memorialists had fulfilled their contracts to the | 
Government from month to month and year to 
year, with unexampled punctuality ; that they were 
not connected with either of the belligerent parties | 
of the day; that they were men of no party, but 
were deeply interested in every measure connected 
with the trade and commerce of the country. 
They were men upon whose operations depended 
the successful prosecution of the trade of this coun- |; 
try. They speak from practical knowledge of the 
effect of the destruction of the national currency 
upon trade. Whenever occasions have called for 
the exertions of these men for the preservation of 


not withheld their aid. fn carrying on a conflict 
against their interests, you strike at the very vitals | 
of trade; for when the centre of commerce was |! 
afflicted, those sections of country which least || 
expect it will alsa be reached by the distress. Let |! 
me ask, sir, whether petitioners like these are not | 
entitled to the favorable consideration of this House? į 
whether men whose relations to the Government | 
are as intimate as our own, when they represent || 
that they cannot carry on trade without the agency 
ofa national bank, are not entitled to be attentively jj 
heard, and their opinions carefully considered? 
He had said that the memoiralists belonged to no 
party, but a large portion of them were friendly 
to the present Administration. He had looked over 
the paper, and was able to say that as large a num- 
ber of friends as of opponents of the Administra- || 
tion had signed it. They say that the currency 1s 
in a state of derangement and dees not answer the | 


purposes of business. Mr. S. went on’ to’ point 
out some prominent facts in relation to the effect’ 
of the disturbance upon business. At the com- 
mencement of the month of September, exchange 
on Europe was 10 per cent. above par; thus afford- 
ing to the producer an advance of 10 percent. on: 
his nominal prices. But within the last month, 
drafts upon London were offered in New York 
at 5 per cent. discount. The relations between 
the towns on the Ohio and. Mississippi and the 
city of New York were such, until recently, that 
exchanges could be carried on at the small expense 
to the producer of one half of one per cent; but now 
it costs the producers from two to five per cent. to 
effect those exchanges. This was an actual draft 
upon the industry of the country for the benefit of 
brokers and shavers. As to the extent of com- 
mercial distress, does any one doubt it? I tell 
gentlemen that some of the oldest and first estab- 
lished houses in this country have failed, and that 
this is but the forerunner of greater difficulties. 
The memorialists were intimately connected with 
the local banks of New York, and knew their ca- 
pacity for the transaction of business, and yet rep- 
resent them as unable to afford any relief. What 
class of citizens are to be benefited by the present 
condition of things? He had heard the ‘poor 
spoken of, and it had been said that the bank was 
to be destroyed for the benefit of the poor, at the 
expense of the rich. But was it a fact that the 
poor were to be benefited? The rich men, with 
money in their pockets, will not suffer. The bank: 
was for the benefit of enterprise, and poverty, 
struggling, with the aid of credit, against the com- 
petition of wealth. 

Mr. JARVIS here interposed, and asked if the 
gentleman from New York was in order. 
The CHAIR replied, the gentleman is 
in order, if the House is willing to hear h 

not if any objection is made. 

Mr. JARVIS then objected, and Mr. SELDEN 
asked the permission of the House to goon. ` 

The House granted leave, and 

Mr. SELDEN proceeded: He was sorry to see 
| those gentlemen who had been go fully heard on 
this subject, now endeavoring to suppress the dis~ 
cussion. [The Chair stated that it was not in 
order to allude to the course taken by members.] 
Mr.S. adverted to the abolition of credit on duties. 
Formerly the duties were paid after a credit of 
ten or twelve months, now they were paid in cash. 
At the very moment when this change was made, 
it was prepared to put an end to the currency of 
| the country. Who would be the first to suffer? 
It might be that the Government itself would be ~ 
the first to suffer. Instead of prompt and pune-. 
tual payment of the duties, we may find nothin 
but protested bonds in the custom-house. ` It ha 
been rumored in the Capitol for some days that 
we were to return toa specie currency. How were 
we to get the specie for the purpose? Send our 
local bank paper to Europe for it? Will our paper 
be morecurrent there than here? But the evils of 
the paper system bore no proportion to its profits. 
The labor and enterprise of this country had been 
maintained by credit. The vast improvements 
which had of late years been made in this country 
had been accomplished by bank paper. The 
roads, canals, factories, storehouses, &c., which 
had sprung up everywhere, were the results of 
paper credit. It was true that this required regu- 
lation, and the memorialists say that it can only 
be regulated by a national bank. Mr.S, went on 
to argue that the paper system could only exist in 
a free Government. It was the offspring of free 
institutions. Mr. S. argued at some length to 
show the inefficiency of local banks in equalizing 
the exchanges of the country. But the derange- 
ment of the paper system was not so great as to 
render it necessary to abandon it. The petitions 
sent to us from every part of the country do not 
exhibit any intention on the part of the people to 


erfectly 
im, but 


1 


j abandon the paper system, ‘There was nothing in 


the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
New York or of Ohio which favored the scheme 
of abandoning the paper system; and both of these 
States were carrying their paper system to a still 
greater extent by the establishment of new local 
banks. But the bank was said to be a political 
machine. What was the evidence of this charge? 
The largest operations of the bank were in New 
York and Pennsylvania, but in those States the 
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Administration had very large majorities, and 
show me a vote which has been bought up, or 
a vote which has been controlled by the bank. 
Mr. S. also took up the constitutional question, 
but was prevented by the restriction of the Chair 
from going into it. s 

Mr, S. proceeded to read a tabular statement of 
the depreciation of the stock of the diferent banks 
in New York—The Manhattan Bank had suffered 
a depreciation of 11 per cent. on its capital, or 
$220,000; the Merchants’ Bank 10, or $140,000; 
the Mechanics’ 6, or $200,000; the Bank of Amer- 

` ica 9, or $180,000 on its property—making a de- 
preciation of the bank stock in New York, amount- 
ing to upwards of three millions. Will not such 
a loss of stock, in one particular, reach other stocks, 
and eventually affect the whole system .of internal 
improvements now in progress throughout the 
country? Already has the stock of some of the 
companies engaged in internal improvements suf- 
fered in depreciation. The Delaware and Hud- 
son has suffered a loss of $720,000; and the Ohio 
Canal Company, a loss of 10 per cent., or of 
$100,000 on every million of their property. So 
will all engagements for internal improvements 
suffer; for what affects the commercial interests of 
the community must necessarily affect all others, 
as commercial men and interests are more or less 
intimately connected with all others. And so of | 
other interests. The stock of many insurance 
companies has sunk to one half per cent. of its 
value. Indeed, as banking capital consists chiefly 
of a combination of debts, all capitals—and they 
are many—in the country must suffer in propor- 
tionate ratio as the banking capital becomes de- 
reciated. The evil will be, that all property will 
ose one half its real value; and what had been de- 
posited will be repaid only with one half; and what 
was paid in money, willaverage twice as much as 
when contract was made. 

Mr. S. then made an exposé relative to the in- 
vestment in our funds of foreign capital—which 
will become useles§ under the present derange- 
ment of the currency. Foreign capital has been 
invested from the confidence with which the faith 
of the country appeared to be pledged for its secu- 
rity; how much longer will that confidence con- 
tinue when that faith is lost? Will not then that 
capital be reclaimed and required from us of its in- 
vesters?. Are we prepared to meet such a demand 
on the monetary concerns of the country? What 
means has Louisiana to discharge her debt of for- 
eign capital amounting to ten millions? How can | 
Ohio immediately answer the call on her for five 
millions owed in Europe? Or is Pennsylvania 
now able to reimburse her loan of twelve millions | 
owed by her in Europe? Thus has the Govern- 
ment sunk the credit of the country; and in con- 
sequence, will militate against the commercial in- 
terests of the country, by creating an alarm among 
the European creditors of the nation, whe may re- 
quire that their American stocks shall be redeemed 
or returned by a recall of their capital; and this 
would produce the actual absorption of all the sub- 
stantial capital of the country. 

There are fifty millions of British capital now 
afloat, or in use, in this country. Besides being 
of material advantage to the internal improvements 
and commercial interests of this nation, is not this 
large sum the best Security for peace with the Brit- 
ish nation? Are not these funds equivalent to 
hostages against British attack and aggression ? 
Would to God that every other nation had capital 
so invested in this country, then should we have | 
the best hostages for a continuance of friendly 
feeling with them, and be entitled to all the advan- 
tages of an amicable understanding—not only a 
protection against aggression and insult, but a 
guarantee for respect and friendship. 

In conclusion, Mr. S. moved that the memorial 
be printed, and referred to a select committee of | 
five; and he asserted that it contained the names 
of about 3,500 firms in New York, and over 6,000 
signatures. 

Mr. WILDE, of Georgia, moved an amend- 
ment, that the select committee so appointed should 
be instructed to inquire into the extent and nature 
of the pecuniary distress, and to what causes it 
was to be attributed; to inquire into the derange- | 
ment of the currency of the country, and how pro- 


duced; and to ascertain what remedies are best | 
calculated to remove the distress, and restore the 


| tee. 


i opinions upon the subject. 


currency. In order to effect this judiciously and 
accurately, impartially and extensively, he added 
that they be empowered to examine documents 
and persons as they adjudged necessary. 

Mr. W. supported hisamehdment by arguments 
drawn from the urgency of some action to be had 
efficiently and radically on the subject. The ex- 
citement in the House had tended to increase the 
excitement in the nation. If the distress did not 
exist, then would the conduct of the Chief Magis- 
trate be made the subject of approval; but if dis- 
tress existed—and this no man can doubt who has 
heard of the cries which has been made exten- 
sively, who has known that various memorials 
have been presented to Congress proclaiming the 
distress by men of every party and by men of no 
party—then will an inquiry be the best mode of 
coming to a candid result, where opinions are so 
various that asseverations are made on one side of 
the House that the distress is imaginary, and when 
on the other side the asseverations are equally 
strong and strenuous that the distress is too real. 

In his opinion, we stand on the brink of a dan- 


| gerous precipice, down which the measures now 


pursued by Government are likely to hurl us with 
a fearful, if not afatal, rapidity. Universal bank- 
ruptcy and suspension of specie payments stare us 
in the face. The present state of things cannot 
last. We shall go on from bad to worse, unless a 
remedy be adopted, and adopted speedily. The 
inquiry should therefore be on the broadest basis 
possible. 

He next combatted the scheme of the Secretary 
of the Treasury for adopting the agency of State 
banks, instead of the United States Bank, and in 
commenting upon the proposition of a metallic 
currency, he said that a restoration to specie pay- 
ments would be more injurious to the interests of 
the country than restoring the depesites to the 
custody of the Treasury. 

Mr. POLK had been anxious to arrest the debate 
on the presentation ofthe resolutions from Maine,as 
being premature; he was equally anxious to arrest 
the debate on the present memorial, as being also 
uncalled for, and out of place. He saw no reason 
why the memorial presented by the gentleman 
from New York should not take the direction of 
all similar petitions, memorials, and documents on 
the same subject. Fie moved, therefore, that it be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GORHAM said that the discussion and 
distress will not end till Government retrace its 
steps. 

He entered, into an elaborate statement on the 
question of a deranged currency, on specie pay- 
ments, or a metallic currency, which our limited 
time, by the prolongation of the debate, prevents 
us now from giving. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed that he had the honor 
of being a memb r of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and he heard with utter astonishment 
the remarks which fell frora the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that this memorial, with the in- 
structions, ought to be referred to a select com- 
mittee, and not to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, because, forsooth, the committee had pre- 
judged the matter—had formed their opinion— 
that the sentiments of some portion of that com- 
mittee had already been given to the public, and 


| that the subject-matter of this memorial would not- 


receive an impartial examination by that commit- 
Upon what authority, sir, has that gentle- 
man presumed to declare, in the presence of this 
House, such sentiments? Does he know the opin- 
ion of one individual member. of that committee 
upon the question involved in that memorial? 
Most assuredly not; for duringall the meetings of 
that committee, since the commencement of the 
present session of Congress, (and he was confident 
that he had not been absent ata single meeting,) 
the subject of the Bank of the United States had 
not in any way or manner been presented to their 


i consideration. The question in relation to the 


deposites, the renewal of the charter, the cause of 


| the distress (whether real or pretended he would 


not say) have in nowise engaged the attention of 
the committee at their sittings. How,sir, can the 
gentleman say that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have prejudged the case, or expressed 


or f Subject The gentleman from 
Tennessee, I admit, sir, has given his opinion at 


‘ large upon the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, touching the removal of the deposites. He 
was followed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
upon the same subject, and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was followed by the gentleman from 
New York, all members of the Committee of 
Ways and Means; and this morning we have been 
favored with the views of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, in relation to the Bank of the 
United States. And how stands the account? Has 
the gentleman from Kentucky stated the case 
fairly, that, inasmuch as the opinions of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, had gone forth to the 
American people in his printed speech, he was not 
a fit person to take charge of this memorial? Sir, 
does not the gentleman from Kentucky well know 
that the opinions of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania had also gone forth to the American people, 
in his printed speech. The one, sir, followed close 
in the track of the other. It follows, then, that 
two members of that committee have expressed 
their opinions one way, and that two other mem- 
bers of the same committee had expressed their 
opinions the other way, on the absorbing question 
now before Congress, in relation to the bank; and 
the opinion of no other individual member could 
be known, unless it be that of the gentleman from 
Georgia, (who is alsoa member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means,) who has been pleased to 
make to the House, this morning, some general 
remarks in reference to the bank. 

Although he (Mr. Hussar) had intended, for 
some time past, to have spoken upon the subject 
of the deposites, he had not been successful in his 
attempts to get the floor, yet he could not doubt 
that, if this memorial should be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it would re- 
ceive its impartial, deliberate, and candid exam- 
ination; that it would receive, from that commit, 
tee, all the attention which ‘its importance de- 
manded. 

It has been said that it ought not to be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, because it 
speaks not of the deposites or of the Bank of the 
United States, and the gentleman from New York 
has said that it is a totally different question. 
Now, sir, what is the memorial? He could not 
be mistaken astoitsimportance. It speaks of the 
distresses which pervade the land; of the pressure 
which bears heavily upon the various classes of 
the community, and tells us that the moving cause 
of this great calamity is to be found in the new 
relation produced between the Bank of the United 
States and the local banks. In other words, it has 
been produced by the removal of the deposites 
from the Bank of the United States, and placing: 
them in the State banks. Disguise it as you may, 
this is the plain English of the memorial. And it 
further says that the sovereign remedy for all these 
evils is the rechartering of the United States Bank, 
or the creating of some bank with similar powers. 
And yet, sir, it has been reiterated that the ques- 
tion involved in the memorial is wholly distinct 
and different from the question of removing the 
public deposites, or of rechartering the Bank of the 
United States, and therefore it should not be sent 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

And what are the instructions proposed by the 
gentleman from Georgia to accompany this me- 
morial? Why, sir, the committee are to inquire 
into the “ truth of the recent complaints of general 
pecuniary distress and loss of credit, and into the 
truth of the alleged derangements of the currency 
and commercial exchanges.” And that, if the 
complaints, be well founded in the opinion of the 
committee; they are to report the causes of the said 
evils. 

And what is the pretended cause of the alleged 
derangement of the currency and commercial ex- 
changes? Nothing morenor nothing less than the 
removal of the deposites, There is then no differ- 
ence in fact or in principle between this memorial 
and the hundred others which have heretofore 
been presented, and by order of the House re- 
ferred—memorials and resolutions from Legisla- 
tures, from chambers of commerce, from boards of 
trade, and highly respectable individuals in differ- 
ent parts of thecountry. And what has been the 
order of the Flouse in relation to all these? They 
have been referred, one and all, to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. - And why give to this 
memorial a different direction? Why-send it to a 
select committee? 
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The gentleman from Massachusetts has been 
pleased to state the reasons which would influence 
him; they had been repeated by the gentleman from 
Kentucky. He verily believes that the committee 
did not merit the reflection thus, in his view, cast 
upon them. $ 

The subject properly and legitimately comes 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. It belonged to them, and properly to 
no other committee. It was most intimately con- 


nected with, and had relation to, the public finan- |! 


ces, and thus should follow the disposition of all 
similar memorials which had come in before it. 
Before resuming his seat he would make a single 
remark in reply to what fell from the gentleman 


from Kentucky, in relation to some observations || 


which were made this morning by his friend from 
Tennessee. That gentleman did not say that he 
purposed to move the previous question, and 
thereby to cut short the debate. 

He said no such thing. Ele said what he ought 
to have said, the force of which every member 
must feel, and must acknowledge. He said that 
this House had been in session nine weeks; that 
the question of the bank, in one way or other, had 
engaged most of the time and attention of this 
Flouse during that whole period; that the com- 
plaints were floating on every breeze, coming from 
every quarter; that they were long and loud, and 
that he would most earnestly appeal to the House 
to unite with him in producing speedy and prompt 
action upon the subject. 

The country demanded it; the time had come 
when there should be action—prompt and speedy 
action; and to bring this about he most earnestly 
entreated the members of the House to hear all 
that was to be heard, and then deliberate and de- 


_cide upon the great matters in controversy. This | 


was in substance what his friend said, and it was 
all that he said; and is there a man who does not 
most heartily respond to these sentiments? If the 
distress be reel, the cause should be known and 
divulged at once; if it is fictitious or exaggerated, 
the imposition should be exposed—if the panic is 
got up for political effect its aiders and abettors 
should receive public execration. 

The sentiment of every man should be, it ought 
to be, whatever is to be done, let that be done 
quickly. 

-© Mr. S. JONES moved an adjournment, which 
he withdrew, as there were loud calls for the ques- 
tion to be taken. 


Mr. BARRINGER renewed his motion to ad- 
journ, which was negatived. 


After afew briefremarks from Messrs. WILDE, 
ARCHER, and SELDEN— 


The question on referring the memorial to the 
Committee of Ways and Means was put, and de- 
cided in the affirmative: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John 
Bell, James Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, 
Boon; Brown, Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, S. Clark, Clay, Coffee, 
Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dunlap, Ewing, 
Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, 
Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lea, Lee, Leavitt, Lu- 
cas, Lytle, A. Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Mc- 
Intire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McVean, 
Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, 
Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, 
Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, 
Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, 
Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, William Taylor, 
Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Wayne, Webster, Whallon, C. P. White—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 
Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James 
M. Bell, Binney, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Burd, 
Cage, Carmichael, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, 
Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, 
Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, 
Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, De- 


berry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, 
Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Felder, 
| Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Fulton, Gamble, Ghol- 
son, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, Gren- 
nell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, James 
Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez W. 
Huntington, William C, Johnson, King, Lewis, 
| Martindale, Marshall,John Y. Mason, McComas, 
McKennan, Milligan, Moore, Patton, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, Selden, Augustus H. Shepperd, 
William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stoddert, Wm. 
| P. Taylor, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, 
| Watmough, Edward D. White, Frederick Whit- 
| tlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Wilson, Wise, 
{and Young—97. 


* 

So the memorial was referred to the Committee 
_ of Ways and Means. ; 

| „And the House, on motion, at six o'clock 
| adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 4, 1834. 


The following message from the President of 
the United States was received, by Mr. DONELSON, 
| his Private Secretary: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I deem it my duty to communicate to Congress 
the recent conduct of the Bank of the United States 
in refusing to deliver the books, papers, and funds 
in its possession, relating to the execution of the 
act of Congress of June 7, 1832, entitled ‘* Anact 
supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution.” 
The correspondence reported by the Secretary of 
War, and herewith transmitted, will show the 
grounds assumed by the bank to justify its refusal | 
to make the transfer directed by the 
ment. 
this agency as aright secured to it by contract, 
j nor as a benefit conferred by the Government, but 


It places its refusalupon the extraordinary ground 
that the corporation has a right to sit in judgment 
upon the legality of the acts of the constituted 
authorities, in a matter in which the stockholders 
| are admitted to have no interest; and it impedes 
and defeats, so far as its power will permit, the 
| execution of a measure of the Administration, 
| because the opinion of the corporation upon the 
| construction of an act of Congress differs from 
that of the proper officers of the United States. 

The claims of this corporation thus to usurp the 
functions of the judicial power, and to prescribe to 
the executive department the manner in which it 
| shall execute the trust confided to it by law, is 
without example inthe history of ourcountry. If 
the acts of the public servants, who are responsible 
to the people for the manner in which they execute 
their duty, may thus be checked and controlled by 
; an irresponsible money corporation, then, indeed, 
the whole frame of our Government is changed, 
| and we have established a power in the Bank of 
the United States above what we derive from the 
| people. 

It will be seen, from the accompanying state- 
ment, (marked A,) that, according to the latest 
| accounts received at the War Department, the 
Bank of the United States and its branches have in 
their possession near half a milfion of the public 
money, received by them under the law of 1832, 
which they have not yet accounted for, and which 
| they refuse to pay over to the proper agents for the 
use of those persons for whose benefitit was with- 
| drawn from the Treasury. It is to be regretted 
that this attempt on the part of the bank to guide 
and direct the Executive upon the construction and 
execution of an act of Congress should have been 
| put forward and insisted on in a case where the 
immediate sufferers from their conduct will be the 
surviving veterans of the revolutionary war; for 
this evil falls eXclusively upon the gallant defend- 
ers of their country, and delays and embarrasses | 
! the payment of the debt which the gratitude of the 
| nation hes awarded to them, and which, in many i 
instances, is necessary for their subsistence and į 
comfort in their declining years. 

The character of the claim set up by the bank, | 
and the interest of the parties to be immediately | 


| affected by it, makeit my duty to submit the whole 
subject to the consideration of Congress; andI leave 


ar Depart- | 
It does not profess to claim the privilege of 


as a burden from which it is willing to be relieved. | 


it to their wisdom to adopt such measurés ag ‘the 
honor of the Government and the just claims of 
the individuals injured by the proceedings may be 
deemed to require. s 


General upon this occasion with a view toa 
thorough investigation of the question’ which has 
thus been presented for my consideration, I enclose 
a copy of the report of that officer, and add my 
entire concurrence in the views he has taken. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
February 4, 1834. 


Mr. CLAY said that we had heard early in this 
month, whilst the conduct of the Executive in 
seizing the public money was under discussion, 
and before the decision of Congress was had upon 
it, the Executive, not choosing to wait for the 
decision of Congress, that he was proceeding to 
carry into effect the measures of September last. 
We have heard that an attempt was made to take 
from the Bank of the United States the agency 
committed toitby law, for payment of the Govern- 
ment pensioners. He had not heard it with sur- 
prise. He was surprised at nothing which was 
done by the executive branch of the Government. 
But he had looked into the nature of this agency, 
and he had found that it was confided to the Bank 
of the United States by law, and the Executive 
could not touch it but by a palpable usurpation of 
power. He was glad the bank had resisted this 
further violation of executive usurpation. Nothing 
was heard on this subject until the call for the 
correspondence with the bank in relation to it, 
made by the resolution of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, was taken up yesterday; and he had not 
a doubt that information of it had previously 
reached the President’s mansion. There could not 
be a doubt of it. The powers of the bank were 
heretofore adverted to in the Albany case. The 
law confided the agency tothe bank, and it was so 
acknowledged by the Department of War. Yes, 
sir, it was acknowledged by that department, by 
his retracing his steps. And now we have a mes- 
sage, that because the bank would not yield to the 
Executive mandate, Congress is asked to interfere. 
He hoped the message would be referred to.a com- 
mittee, that-it may be subjected to a thorough 
j examination, and a proper corrective applied 
where the real violation of law existed. He thought 
the Judiciary Committee was the most proper one 
to commit the subject to, and he mevel its refer- 
ence accordingly. . 

Mr. GRUNDY said that he had not madea 
thoroygh examination of the subject, but he was 
of opinion the gentleman from Kentucky was mis- 
taken when he supposed the money referred to in 
the Bank of the United States was under the pen- 
sion law of 1832, and that the bank was the agent 
for its disbursement. He thought the law made 
no such provision, but that the Secretary of the 
Treasury was to make payment of the money as 
he thought best. And by a resolution these pow- 
ers were now transferred to the Secretary of War. 
But if this was a legal question, as he thought it 
was, there was no propriety in pronouncing an 
opinion now. The President was of opinion that 
the law authorized the transfer, and he applied to 
the bank and was refused. And what has the 
President done? He has laid the whole subject 
before Congress; and it seemed to him he could 
not have adopted a better, more correct, or more 
decorous course. [ie concurred in opinion that 
the subject ought to be examined by the Judiciary 
Committee. The opinion of the highest law offi- 


i| cer had been taken by the Chief Magistrate, who 


agreed with him in opinion that the bank had no 
right to hold this money. He thought we ought 
to postpone the expression of any opinion on the 
subject, until the investigation could be had. 

Mr. CLAY replied that the investigation must 
not be confined merely to the act of 1832, but 
should be extended to all the pension Jaws. He 
would have been glad if the gentleman [Mr. 
Grunpy] had given his counsel to the President. 
What was the character of the message? Denun- 
ciation. Denunciation of the bank for withholding 
the papers given to it in charge, and attributes to 
it purposes of usurpation. And weare told that the 
opinion of the Attorney General had been given 
on this subject. But he had ceased to respect the 
opinions of the executive officers of the Govern- 


Having calied for the opinion of the Attorney - 
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ment the moment that they were bound to submit 
to one controlling voice. Those officers are mere 
automata. And when we know that dismission is 
inevitably the consequence of disobedience, how 
can we respect their opinions as free and independ- 
ent? He had great respect for the Attorney Gen- 
eral as a man; he knew his high i ahaa if 
he had remained at Albany, and had not come into 
this pestiléntial atmosphere, he wauld have.con- 
tinued to respect his opinion; but did the gentle- 
man suppose that when he came here, where he 
was in constant danger of losing his place, I could 
respect his opinion? No, sir; no, sir. - ' 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that probably he waè 
not so fortunate as the gentleman from Kentucky 
in being able to pronounce opinions upon ques- 
tions so important as those embraced in the mes- 
sage. ‘The question arose out of the pension laws, 
among which he thought the gentleman would 
find a marked difference. The payment of one 
class of pensioners was to be made by the bank— 
of another class, by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He would only make a single remark further upon 
the manner in which the gentleman had spoken of 
the opinion of the Attorney General. That gen- 
tleman was his esteemed friend. He was a gen- 
tleman who could not be affected by the Senator’s 
remarks to his prejudice. The country knew the 
character of the Attorney General too well to ap- 
prove of such reflections upon his integrity. If 
there was any man within his acquaintance whose 
character Mr. W. respected, it was the Attorney 
General. He knew him well; so well that he 
might safely assert that neither authority nor 
interest could coerce him into an opinion which 
his conscience dictated to him was not right. 

The message was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and said he held in his 
hand a memorial signed by citizens of the city of 
New York, in which they express their opinions 
in relation to the embarrassments in the money 
market, and representing that they believea Bank 
of the United States to be useful and necessary. 
He was bound to say that he received the paper 
from a most respectable committee of gentlemen 
from New York, who were now in attendance 
here. He felt bound to say, also, that the signa- 
tures to the memorial, amounting to about six 
thousand, embraced some of the most respectable 
merchants, traders, and active business men in 
that city, and that their expression was entitled to 
as much weight here as that of any equal number 
in New York. He knewmany of thegentlemen, 
and their representations ought to have great 
weight. He moved that the memorial bë read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and print- 
ed, with the signatures appended. 

After the paper had been read, 

Mr. WEBSTER said that the great number of 
signatures to the memorial was a just testimonial 
to the character and respectability of the signers. 
He thought it equivalent to actual proof of the 
existence of great distress in the commercial com- 
munity. He doubted whether, in the whole his- 
tory of the Government, memorials liad ever come 
before Congress, where so much pains had been 
taken forcibly to express the deep, wide-spread 
conviction of embarrassment, distress, and im- 
pending ruin,as was exhibited inthis. It remind- 
ed him more of some instances of occurrences in 
a European Government, in some respects a pop- 
ular one, but not so much so as our own House 
of Representatives, not springing so directly from 
the people. Hemeant the British House of Com- 
mons, where in times past the House was invoked 
by petitions with vast amounts of names to them. 
We well remember how the tables of the House 
of Commons were loaded by petitions and memo- 
rials at the commencement of our revolutionary 
war. He remembered an instance of a Whig | 
member from one of the northern counties of | 
England having presented a petition against the 
war, and while the messenger was carrying it | 
along to the clerk’s table, the end dragging on the | 
floor and not being visible, a member observed, 


the tail? He was answered that the tail had not 
yet left Yorkshire. The memorial proved this 
fact, too, that the distress and embarrassment was 
too serious to be scoffed at; it was too plain to be 
mistaken. They feel a pressure which they do 


not know how adequately to describe, and a fear 
of consequences which they cannot trust their lips 
o express to their most intimate friends. This 
was the state of things, and the country was 
now to pass on this great question. By some it 
has been contended that it is the consequence of 
the removal of the deposites, and the breaking up 
of the bank; by others, that it is owing to the 
conduct of the bank itself, and that it is in the 
power of the bank to triumph over the danger 
and relieve the community. He thought it the 
duty of the bank to do all it could to relieve the 
distress; to exert its whole power, even to the verge 
of its own safety, to avert this distress, which 
every man of business in the community. feels. 
It was the duty of the bank to do this; but it was 
the duty of the bank, too, to look at its own situa- 
ation-_its debts were spread over the whole surface 
of the country, and any sudden expansion of its 
capacity for relief must be followed by a sudden 
contraction on every emergency; it required the 
greatest deliberation in winding up its concerns, 
or the greatest distress must inevitably ensue. 
The Government had taken its stand and declared 
its purpose to be, to collect and distribute its rev- 
enue through the State banks alone. Still, he 
trusted the bank would discharge its duties, and 
show that no fault remained on it; that it would 
relieve distress to its utmost capacity, and show 
that it could go no farther. He knew not to what 
extent these shocks of public credit and of property 
would go, bug he thought he could perceive the 
end of those public men who closed their ears 
against the cries of distress which were coming in 
from all parts of the country. We have now 
the fact before us of great distress and pressure 


existing, and he besought gentlemen to believe it; 
he implored them to believe it and to be assured 
that through all ranks and ranges of the commer- 
cial community there had not been such distress 
for the last twenty years—he thought no man 
could refuse to believe it; although it extended 
now chiefly along the Atlantic coast, yet the wave 
would roll inward over the mountains and across 
the Mississippi valley until it pervaded all parts 
of the Union. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed, he did not rise to com- 
ment upon the memorial, but it was his duty to 
say that too great an extension had been given to 
the scenes of distress, and that the memorial was 
not to be considered as conclusive evidence of the 
facts stated. He was aware that a controversy 
existed on the subject, and he was unwilling to 
discuss it in this incidental manner. He differed 
from the petitioners as to the cause of the distress 
and the proper remedy to be applied 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. ; 


SPECIAL ORDER--PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT having acnounced the 
special order to be the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the removal of the deposites, and 
the resolutions of Mr. Cray thereon— 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN resumed and con- 
cluded his remarks against the report. 

Mr. WILKINS then took the floor and moved 
an adjournment, but withdrew the motion at the 
request of : 

Mr. WEBSTER, who remarked that he was 
perfectly willing #he gentleman should proceed, as 
he had intimated the other day; but he wished to 
move the reference of the report and the second 
resolution thereon [Mr. CLay’s] to the Committee 
on Finance; ard he would venture to say, if the 
gentleman would consent to the reference, that the 
report should be made by to-morrow morning. He 
wished the committee might have an opportunity 
of expressing the opinions they had formed on the 
financial part of the report. The resolutions were 
twofold. The first was ofa high political character, 
and not for the Committee on Finance; but if 
the Senate wished it, they would not shrink from 
expressing their opinions upon it. 

Mr. WRIGHT thought that if the whole sub- 


tliere was the head of ihe peclon star where | ject went to the committee, it would form the basis 
’ was 


of a report, and could not be considered as the 
direct subject of debate before the Senate when it 
was returned. 

Some further remarks were then made by Messrs. 
WEBSTER, SPRAGUE, POINDEXTER, and 
CLAY, on a point of order, who contended that, 


when the subject came back from the committee, 
it would be substantially before the Senate as it 
left it. 

Mr. KING took the opposite ground; when 

The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the sub- 
ject would be open for discussion when it came 
back, justas it was now. i 

The reference was then agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER then moved to take up his 
resolutions, submitted on Friday; and he withdrew 
his call for the ayes and noes, 

The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the first 
resolution and a part of the third could not be en- 
tertained, because they were identical with other 
resolutions before the Senate, [Mr. Ciay’s.] 

Mr. POINDEXTER then consented to modify 
them so as to destroy their identity. 

Mr. GRUNDY then moved that the Senate 
adjourn; which was not agreed to. 

‘The first resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved that the third res- 
olution be laid on the table; which was agreed to— 
23 to 14. i 

Mr. MORRIS then moved that the remaining 
resolutions be laid on the table; which was agreed 
to—yeas 21, nays 18. 

The bill to allow Lamar, a citizen of Geor- 
gia, to import iron for a steamboat, free of duty, > 
was read a third time, and passed; and then 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuerspay, February 4, 1834. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 

The order of the day was declared to be the 
resolution offered by Mr. Cumtron to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the general pension law as to em- 
brace within its provisions those persons who were 
ergaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794, and the amendment of it by Mr. Bour- 
pin, to appoint a committee to inquire into the 
moral effects of the pension system upon the com- 
munity, and how far it ought to be abolished or 
repealed. f 

Mr, POPE, of Kentucky, observed that he had 
but a few remarks to make, and that they should 
be hastily submitted. In fact, he should have con- 
tented himself with giving a silent vote on the 
resolution under consideration, had not the discus- 
sion which it provoked assumed an objectionable 
aspect. But he felt constrained to say something, 


| from the fact that the debate had unnecessarily 


wandered from its legitimate sphere, and partaken 
of a spirit foreign from that good feeling and 
mutual harmony which should prevail in the 
House. He felt impelled to speak, for the double 
purpose of presenting a few reasons why he 
thought the resolution should be adopted, and of 
redeeming from unmerited, but perhaps unin- 
tended imputation, the conduct of those who par- 
ticipated in the struggles to which the resolution 
refers, And although, during the discussion, 
unwarrantable imputations have been cast upon 
the pioneers and early warriors of the West, yet 
this circumstance should not provoke him to per- 
petrate injustice upon his unoffending fellow-citi- 
zens of the North. He should not retaliate by 
fulminating charges against the people of that 
quarter——nor should he seek to place their con- 
duct in our warlike struggles, in disadvantageous 
contrast with that of their more western brethren. 
His purpose was to vindicate the conduct and the 
cause of his neighbors, of his friends, and of their 
fathers, not to cast reproach, perhaps unmerited, 
upon others. He was willing to admit that the 
people of the North had been ever animated by a 
disinterested attachment to country. He was will- 
ing to admit that the late war found their gallant 
tars upon the deep, asserting, with the cannon’s 
voice, their country’s rights—that it found them 
boldly careering through every sea, and giving our 
stars and stripes to the breezes of every clime; 
but hensserted that it also found the western war- 
rior bleeding at every pore, and expiring upon 
every battle-field. ee ae E 
Mr. Popre inquired why the usual courtesy was 
not extended to the resolution under discussion ? 
Why was it so bitterly opposed in its very incipi- 
ency? Why a committee were not permitted to 
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examine and report its merits? Were not the ob- 
jects whom it seeks to benefit worthy of the kind- 
ness and consideration of the House? Had they 
not shed their blood, periled their lives, and fought 
the battles of their country? 


But it is objected by the gentleman from Rhode 
Island (Mr. Burces] that the wars in which they 
were engaged were private wars; that they were 
waged for the defence of individual rights and 
property. Can this beso? inquired Mr. P. Look 
(said he) to western history, and see if the fallacy 
of- the assertion is not stamped upon every page. 
Look to general history, and it will be found that 
at the close of the revolutionary war, when the 
Atlantic States were enjoying the blessings of 
t profound peaceand undisturbed repose;”’? when 
the last cannon’s roar had died away upon the 
breeze; when the shrill nores of the fife had been 


succeeded by the busy hum of revived and awa- | 


kened occupation; when the instruments of death 
were laid aside for those of more peaceful voca- 
tion, did the people of the West enjoy the.same 


happy state of things? Did they bask inthe same | 


sunshine? Or were their midnight forests still 
lighted with the flames of continued war, and the 
very air loaded with the screams of murdered and 
mangled victims ? 


But how (said Mr. P.) were these private wars? 
Of what character were the campaigns under Har- 
din, and Harmar, and Clark—the great Clark, who 

- has been justly styled the Hannibal of the West? 
Of what character was the campaign under the 
unfortunate St. Clair? Were these conducted to 
carry on private wars, or predatory wars, to pro- 
tectindividual rights and property? Certainly not. 
The rich blood that flowed in torrents at St. Clair’s 
defeat, flowed not in a private but in a public war. 
St. Clair did not head a self-constituted band, con- 
gregated for the purposes of plunder, or the pros- 
ecution of a private feud; but he commanded an 
army under the direction and control of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, from which author- 
ity he derived his commission of command, and 
to which he was amenable for his conduct. Mr. 


P. repdated that it was a public war, and, in sup- į 
port of that view, referred to the resolution of | 


Congress of the 21st July, 1787, directing ‘* the 
s Secretary of War to place the troops of the Uni- 
‘ted States in such positions as should afford the 
‘most effectual protection to the frontier inbab- 
‘jitants of Pennsylvania and Virginia from the 


‘incursions and depredations of the Indians, for | 


‘t preventing intrusions on the Federal lands, and 


‘promoting a favorable issue to the intended | 


‘treaty.’? He also referred to another resolution 
of the same body, requesting the Executive of Vir- 
ginia ‘to give orders to the militia in the district 
tof Kentucky to hold themselves in readiness to 
“unite with the Federal troops in such operations 


‘ag the officer commanding them might judge | 
‘necessary forthe protection of the frontiers; and | 


t that, on the application of the commanding offi- 


‘cer of the Federal troops, the said Executive be | 


‘requested to give orders that a part of said mi- 
‘litia, not exceeding one thousand, be embodied 
‘and take such positions as the said commanding 
‘officer should direct for acting in conjunction 
‘with the Federal troops in protecting and defend- 


‘ing the frontier inhabitants, and in making such | 


‘expeditions against the Indians, in case they con- 
‘ tinued hostile, as Congress should thereafter order 
‘and direct.” a 
These resolutions, continued Mr. P., incontest- 
ably establish the fact that the Federal Govern- 


ment looked upon these wars as national in their || 
character, and betray an anxiety on the part of the |. 


public functionaries of that day to bring them toa 


speedy termination. Ye! 
mony to the contrary, it is now gravely contended 
that they were private wars. Certainly this as- 
sertion cannot be predicated on the fact that the 
western country happened to ‘be the exclusive 
theatres of the shocking butcheries that occurred. 
Because in that view of the case, Kentucky and 
Tennessee, and other States, might with equal pro- 
priety contend thatthe late war was a private war, 
it not having been waged within their territorial 
limits. But, sir, they did notassume that ground. 
The people of those States were animated with the 
same hopes and fears that were felt by the patriots 
of other States. They mourned over the reverses 


Yet, in despite of this testi- | 


and rejoiced at the successes of their country; and 

their swords were ready then, as they ever will 

be, “to leap from their scabbards ” at the call of 
uty. 

It has been well remarked (said Mr. P.) by one 
of my colleagues [Mr. Harpin] that the wars 
spoken of were a continuation of the revolutionary 
war. If this be so, said he, the question is at an 
end, He proposed briefly to examine that point, 
and desired it to be borne in mind that when the 
revolutionary war commenced we were at peace 
with every tribe of Indians; that the British Gov- 
ernment adopted the cruel policy of stimulating the 
savages to confederate with her troopsin the war, 
and to imbrue their hands in our blood; that that 
Government literally bargained in American blood, 
and trafficked in Americanscalps. To such a mur- 
derous extent was this horrible policy pursued, 
that it roused the matchless Chatham to one of the 
noblest efforts of his life, and induced him to pour 
out his indignant feelings in strains of fervid elo- 
quence unparalleled in the efforts of the times. 
W hen peace ensued what was the course (inquired 
Mr. P.) pursued by the British Government? Did 


| that Government surrender the posts on the lakes, 


or did it retain them, in open violation of the treaty 
concluded between the two nations? It not only 
retained them, said he, but its agents actually sup- 
plied the savages from thence with all munitions 
necessary to continue the war and harass us with 
their butcheries and depredations. The savages 
did continue the war; and it was from these very 
posts that the victors of the unfortunate St. Clair 
and his army derived their implements of destruc- 
tion. In the face, then, of all these facts, asserted 
by history and corroborated by the concurring tes- 
timony of the survivors of the scenes that occur- 
red, how can it be asserted that these were private 
wars, or predatory wars? How can it be doubted 
that they were a continuation of the revolutionary 
war? Itis true (said Mr. P.) there was awritien 
treaty of peace, but it is equally: true there was no 
peace, Itis true there was an avowed and stipu- 
Jated suspension of hostilities, butit is equally true 
that the British Government prolonged the war 
through the means and agency of the savages, 
The glad tidings of peace had officially gone forth; 


but still murder and rapine reigned with unmiti- | 


gated fury. Mr. P. considered there was no peace 
until the actual suspension of all hostilities; until 
the allies and confederates of the British Govern- 
ment had ceased to brandish the infernal toma- 
hawk, and until the military posts alluded to were 
actually surrendered by the British Government 
into the hands of that of the United States. He 
dismissed this part of the subject by the avowal of 
an opinion that every drop of patriot blood that 
was spilt in those wars, every soldier that was 
slain, every scalp that was taken, and every victim 
that was butchered, was all done in a common 
cause, for the common defence, and during the 
continuance of the war of the Revolution. 

Mr. P. next proceeded to notice the objection 
taken to the pension system by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Boutpiy.] He was opposed 
to the amendment offered by that honorable gen- 
tleman. He could not agree that the tendency of 


pensions was demoralizing. In this particular Í 


case, it could not generate the spirit of idleness 
which the gentleman from Virginia so earnestly 
deprecated, because the objects to be pensioned 
had already reached an age when their habits, good 
or bad, were fixed. They were now in the ‘ sere 
and yellow leaf,” and their habits were immute- 
ble. It had been also stated in debate that the 
pension system was of demoralizing tendency, 
inasmuch as it held out inducements to perjury. 
Mr. P. did not think this a sound objection.. It 
was an objection that would apply with equal force 
tothe laws and judicial proceedings of every State 
in the Union. “In many, or all the States, a man 
seeking the collection of a debt, or the enforcement 
of a claim, is allowed to swear to the statements of 
his bill or affidavit. Assuredly there is as great 
temptation to perjury held out in this practice as 
in the pension laws. The system (said Mr. P.) 
is like everything else of human contrivance, liable 


to be abused. But surely, said he, the possibility ; 


of suchan occurrence can constitute no legitimate 


objection to the system itself. Let us discharge | 


our duty. Let us discharge a long-existing debt 
of gratitude. And if any unworthy citizen in 


} 


seeking to obtain that to which he is not entitled, . 
shall forswear himself, let us leave him to abide 

the judgment of his own conscience and that of his. 
Maker. So far from objecting to the system, Mr. 

P. was its advocate. He was so because he 

believed all its tendencies were good; he believed 

it calculated to nerve the warrior’s arm in the 

hour of battle, to stimulate him to deeds of nobler 

daring; to induce him to leap, with a lion’s bound, 

into the storm of the conflict, convinced of the 

justice and beneficence of his Government, and of. 

its protectionand support of those whom his pos- 

sible death in the struggle would leave unsheltered 

and forlorn. 

Mr. P. said he had deemed it his duty thus feebly 
to raise his humble voice in support of the resolu- 
tion offered by his worthy friend and colleague, 
{Mr. Cuitton;ja resolution which embraceswithin 
its provisions a remnant of a race of men, many 
of whom still linger in the district he had the honor 
to represent in Congress—a race of men whose 
hands, he thanked Heaven, were unstained with 
plunder; who were revered where they were best 
known for their virtues and their valor; who were 
ardently attached to the honor and glory of their 
country, and whose last breath, he doubted not, 
would be expended in invoking for it the blessings 
and protection of their God. 

Mr. BOULDIN rose to address the Chair, and, 
at the same moment, rose Mr. CROCK ETT. 

The CHAIR decided that the member from 
Tennessee [Mr. Crocxerr] was entitled to the 
floor, inasmuch as the member from Virginia had 
spoken already on this question. 

Mr. CROCKETT said he had risen not to make 
a miscellaneous speech. There had been too many 


| speeches of that sort already. He rose to move 


the previous question. 
Fhe Chair decided that the previous question 


| was not in order at present, as the gentleman from 


Virginia would be entitled to the floor after the 
gentleman from Tennessee had yielded it. 

Mr. CROCKETT.’ Well, sir, I will make a 
little short speech. Itis well known to this House 


| and to the nation (he said) that he had always 


supported the pension system. He had always 
contended that the volunteers and militiamen were 
even better entitled to pensions than the regular 
troops. The regulars sell themselves to the Gov- 
ernment for a fixed price, but the volunteer goes 
into the war for the love of his country. He had 
no doubt that the Indian fighters were as much 
entitled to the bounty of the Government as any 
of the soldiers of the Revolution. There was no 
question that they suffered as much as any men 


| who engaged in any other service. They suffered- 
| as much by the scalping-knife and from the want 


of provisions. He had been accustomed to. that 
sort of thing, and had taken a hand in it himself. 
His object was to move the previous question, and 
if it was not in order now, he hoped it would be 
when the gentleman from Virginia had spoken, 
He had now finished his speech. 

Mr. BOULDIN rose to speak, but 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. B. that but a few 
minutes remained before the expiration of the 
hour. : 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, had but a few 
words to say, which, with the leave of the gentle- 


i man in possession of the floor, he would say now. 


If the pension system was inconsistent with good 
policy, it ought to be abandoned and something 
else substituted. But as the system was in exist- 
ence, he had nothing to say on that point. The 


| inquiry proposed by the resolution as to the pro- 


priety of pensioning the persons who were engaged 


| in the Indian wars prior to 1794, was not, in his 


opinion, liable to a single objection. 
Against the object of the inquiry he had met 


| with but one objection, and that was, that the In- 


dian wars which took place within the period men- 
tioned were private wars. Sir, I believe this opin- 
ion is not well founded. He believed they were 
not private wars, and that they were as much pub- 
lic as the war with Great Britain during the Revo- 
lution, or the late war with Great Britain. The 
conclusion of peacé in 1783 left us still at war with 
the Indian tribes. He held in his hand the journals 
of the Congress of the old Confederation, from 
which it appeared that in 1784 it was proposed to 
disband the United States Army. A report was 
made in relation to Indian affairs; showing that the 
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United States were at war with the Indians, and | 
that the Indians were the aggressors. He read 
several passages to show that the Indian wars 
were considered by Congress as public wars. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, rose to | 


address the House, but 
The SPEAKER stated that the hour had ex- 
pired. 
BANK—PENSION AGENCY. 


The SPEAKER presented a message from the 
President of the United States, relative to the 
refusal of the United States Bank to deliver up the 
books, papers, or funds, belonging to the pension 
agency, together with the correspondence between 
the Secretary of War and the President of the 
bank, with the opinion of the Attorney General. ` 


[The message will be found in the Senate pro- į 


ceedings.] 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the message and 
accompanying documents be printed, and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made a motion, which he 
afterwards withdrew, to read the opinion of the 
Attorney General. 


Mr. WA SMOUGH trusted that no such course | 


as the reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means would be taken on the documents then pre- 
sented. They were of importance equivalent to 
any which had come before the House during the 
session. They mark a new set of principles on 
which the conduct of the executive government is 
made to depend. 
officers have been appointed by law, without re- 
gard to the existing laws of tbe land. The Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means have got a voracious |: 
appetite, and seem desirous to devour al) that ! 


comes before the Elouse. This ig a question of 
law, and should be decided by a committee on 
law. 
the documents, be referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ALLAN moved the postponement of the 
subject till to-morrow. 

Tne SPEAKER having put this question, there 

` appeared f 

Ayes 95, and noes 113, on ìt. 

Mr. HUBBARD considered the subject be- 
longed properly to the Committee of Ways and 

euns, ag it is but auxiliary to the main question, 
already referred, in conjunction with various peti- 


tions, memorials, and documents; on the bank i 


topic, to that committee. It is nota question of 
law, but of fact. It is a question to decide con- 
cerning the moneys appropriated tor a particular 
purpose—whether the Secretary of War has seen 
that the pension agency is properly discharged, 
and the appropriations properly disbursed, It is 
a topic of facts relative to the funds, the jarisdic- 
tion of which belongs expressly to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, 

Mr. BARRINGER thinks that the collision has 


arisen concerning the construction of the law, and | 


therefore that the topic belongs to the Judiciary 
Committee, as the expounders of a law in contest- 
ation. He desired that the communication of the 
President of the United States Bank be read. 

{This was accordingly done; and, on the re- 
quest of members, the letter of the Secretary of 
War and the opinion of the Attorney General 
were also read.] 

Mr. B. said that the question was not one relating 
to the finances of the country, to which the juris- 
diction of the Committee of Ways and Means was 
limited. 

An appropriation for the pension fynd had been 
made by Congress, and placed in the custody of 
the bank, beyond the control of the Executive, 
further than to specify the drafts in each instance 
for those purposes for which the appropriation had 
been given. The bank was appointed the agent 
to pay the pensions to the men entitled by law to 
receive it; and it was permitted to pay itinits own 
local currency. The agency had been entrusted 
to the bank by law; and that agency it cannot sur- 
render but by law. It is neeessary, therefore, to 
examine the legal bearings of the subject. This 
belongs to that committee which had assigned to 
ita peculiar fitness for peculiar purposes. This 
committee was that on the judiciary. There did 
not appear to be any other difficulty than what 
arose out of the construction to be given to a par- 


They assail an institution whose | 


He therefore moved that the message, with | 


I 
| 
| 


ticular statute, and he could not hold that any 
difference of this kind should constitute an offence 
of such a grave character that it was necessary to 


| Preside 


sent? Efe asked honorable members to say, if in 
all cases where a difference arose on points of law, 
1t was not the practice of the House to refer such 
maiters to the Committee on the Judiciary, which, 
as the judicial organ of the Elouse, was considered | 
the appropriate one? But it would seem that it | 
was necessary to serd this to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. Why was it necessary that | 
that committee should be disposed to grasp at and 
to have ail the subjects to be presented to the 
Louse of importance under its control? Hecould 
not assent to such a disposition of this message; 
and was proceeding to discuss some topics con- 
nected with the general bank subject, upon 
whic. 

The SPEAKER called him to order. 

Mr. B. thee advocated the propriety of sending 
| the sal ject io the Committee on the Judiciary, as | 
| he believed that he might safely predict that the 
i Elouse, in order to settle the controversy, would 
| be vompelled to enact alaw onthe subject, and | 
t apon which the Judiciary Committee would ulti- | 
; mately bave the subject before it, 

Mr. CLAY rose to ask the gentleman from 


i 

predicate the asswnpiion that the Committee of | 
Waysand Means had endeavored to grasp at sub- | 
jecis which had not been, and usually were not, 
referred toit? Fe bad no recollection of any such | 
case, and he desired to know why it should be | 
deemed su extraurdinary now to refer this matter 
to that committee, when every other connected | 
with the bank and the revenue of the country had 
always been sent Shere? That this was the case | 
il known to the gentleman who made | 


| 
| 
| 
! 


was as wel 
i the interregatory as it was to every other member | 


liner = 
in the House. Were notall the other memorials 
: In relation to the bank committed to that commit- 


fi 
f 
Í 


so, as he might be justified from the imputation 
that was endeavored t6 be cast upon the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, was he not entitled to 
put this interrogatory with more justice, and cer- 
tainly with more difficulty to answer: Will the 
bank have the impudence, as has been said else- 
where, to make the attempt to dictate to Con- 
gress at the expense of pensioners who may be 
starving? . ` 
The SPEAKER ‘here reminded the gentleman 
of the necessity of confining ‘his remarks to the | 
| question to which of the committees the message 
should be sent. a 
Mr. CLAY continued and said, that although 
he had as much confidence in the integrity, intel- 
ligence, and capacity of the members composing 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and thought that 
they could do as full justice to the subject as any | 
other committee, yet it was not advisable to send 
this question there; the effect of which must be to 
make this a separate question from others in rela- 
tion to the bank which had been sent to the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means. He could not con- 
ceive any possible necessity existed to justify this 
being divided from the others sent to that commit- 
tee. He considered that this was unquestionably 
nothing less than tantamount to the question em- 
braced in the question of the removal of the 
deposites. What did the pension law of 1832 
enact? Was it not-attempted to be violated by 
the bank? 

The SPEAKER here reminded the gentleman 
of the necessity of confining his remarks to the 
question to which of the committees the message 
should be sent. 


Mr. CLAY hoped it was not necessary to ad- 
monish him, as he knew not when he could be 
rightfully charged with departing from the rules of 
debate. 

The SPEAKER reminded him, that he had pre- 
vented the member who preceded him from going 
into the general discussion, and that he must do 
so to every other member. 

Mr. C. expressed his willingness to submit to 
the decision of the Chair; and proceeded to argue 
that, inasmuch as all bills making appropriations 
of the public money emanated from the Committee 
of Waysand Means, the money to pay these pen- 
sions was appropriated, and the bill doing this had 
originated in that committee. It should, therefore, 
be now deemed the most appropriate committee to 
dispose of the matter at issue between the bank 
and the Government. He referred to, and quoted, 
the 57th rule of the House,which showed that upon 
that committee was enjoined the duty of taking 
into consideration all the reports from the Treas- 
ury Department, into which they were to examine, 
report thereon, examine into the state of the pub- 
lic departments, and particularly into the laws 
themselves making such appropriations. After a 
few remarks in explanation between Mr. BARRIN- 
GER and himself, Mr. C. expressed his hope that 
the subject would be sent to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. CHILTON humorously remarked, that the 
anxiety of his friend, the member from Alabama, 
{Mr. Cray,] to discuss the general subject con- 
nected with the bank, as was evinced by his several 


! North Carolina, in reply to the interrogatory put | attempts to do so during the present debate, and 
i by him, by whar authority was it that he could.!! which, in his mind, had nothing to do. with it, 


reminded him of the story told of a truant school- 
boy, who, when questioned by his master, ‘* how 
it happened that he was generally late or absent 
from school,” gave for excuse, ‘ that the ground 
was so slippery with ice, that for every step he 
went forward, he went two backwards.” « Well, 
then,” rejoined the master, “ how do you account 
for coming. here at all?” The boy logically ac- 
counted for it by stating * that he was only enabled 
to do so by starting off in an opposite direction; 
and the boy’s practice was followed out by the 
member from Alabama, to effect his purpose in the 
present discussion. Mr. C. advocated the propri- 
ety of sending the message to the Committee on the 
Judiciary in preference to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. It appeared that the Executive, be- 
| fore sending it to the House, had laid it before his 
judicial officer, the Attorney General, as he felt 
there was a difficulty in the way. He considered 
i that a judicial -tribanal was the first to be re- 
sorted to,and was competent solely to pronounce 
upon it. Why, then, he would ask, should they 
hesitate to follow this example, and for what ob- 


| ject? 


A reason had been given the other day by the 
honorable mover of the reference to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, upon some matter be- 


i forethe House, “ that it was an imputation to with- 
| hold.” If this was a good reason for that honor- 
| able member to urge, might he not retort now, and 


say that, as it was usual to refer such a subject as 
this message to the Judiciary Committee, it would 
be an imputation upon that, committee not to do so, 
as it was their usual practice in such cases? He 
entreated , if there was anything like order or con- 


| sistency in their rules to be observed, that this 


would be done, and that the House would not be 
induced, by any political or other considerations, 
to give the subject any other than the direction 
they ought to give it. If it was in order for him 
to go into inuendoes, he might say, we have seen 
a rising storm 


The SPEAKER here called to order. 
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Mr. C. assured the Chair he was only going to 
allay the storm, and remarked, that although he 
presumed that he himself ought to know where | 
he should stop, but as the Chair was of a different 
opinion, he would yield to that opinion, and then 
conclude. 

Mr. BINNEY said he understood the rule of 
order as the honorable Speaker had already more 
than once stated it. The opinion of the Attorney 
General had not been submitted to the bank or to 
this House, and it was proper that, before it was | 
discussed, it should be examined by the Judiciary 
Committee. As to the old soldiers, he had the 
utmost possible kindness for them, and his per- 
sonal regard for the bank would not, in any way, 
conflict with his feelings towards them. But the 
bank had not refused to pay the pensions to the 
old soldiers, but would continue to pay them as 
heretofore, in the manner authorized by law. He 
went into a view of the duties of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to show that they related en- 
tirely to the means of raising revenue, and the 
sum3 necessary for public uses. But it was said | 
that the memorials relative to the bank had all gone 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and, there- 
fore, that was the proper committee for the con- 
sideration of this subject. To this he had two 
answers: first, that the memorials were improp- 
erly referred to that committee, but as it had been 
decided that it was proper, he would waive that | 
objection. The other answer was, that the ques- | 
tion of restitution was connected with the subjects 
belonging to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The bank had asserted no right over this public 
money, but they say that, though this was an 
onerous duty imposed upon them, yet they had j 
undertaken it, and were, therefore, bound to dis- 
charge it in the manner authorized by the commit- | 
tee of Congress. It was, therefore, a question of 
the interpretation of a judicial statute. lt referred, 


in no possible form, to the subject of revenue. But |; 


he was averse to its going to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, even if it had any relation to 
the questions properly belonging to that commit- 
tee. Man was man; and the excitement already 
produced among the members of that committee 
would necessarily be extended to this subject, and 
influence their decision upon it. Another reason ; 
was, that it was due to the old soldiers to have a | 
separate discussion and decision of this question. 
if it was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means it would become mixed up with the whole 
question of the deposites, and its decision would | 
be postponed until a final decision of that ques- 

tion should be had, which would not be until the 
close of the session, The bank, upon a decision 
of the House that she shall be relieved from the 
duty of disbursing this money, will be very willing | 
to give up the money. What does she want with | 
this half a million of doliars? He hoped the ques- 

tion would be decided very speedily, and he was 


sure that an early decision would not be obtained |} 


if the subject was referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, said, if it was the 
object to have the legal question inquired into and 
reported upon, then, according to parliamentary | 
practice and the rules of the House, the subject 
ought to be referred to the Judiciary Committee: 
not, however, because that committee was more 
competent to the duty, but because it related to 
duties assigned to them. If he was compelled to 


say which committee embraced the best legal abil- || 


ity, he would say that it was the Committee of | 
Ways and Means; but that was not the question. | 
1f again, the object of the inquiry was to find where 
the blame of the transaction lies, or to institute a | 
legal proceeding against the bank, the Judiciary | 
Committee was the proper one. If we are to go to 
a legislative act, and express a declaratory law of | 
the meaning of the act of 1832, the subject belongs 
to the Judiciary Committee. But if the House 
thinks that a regard for the public interests require 
that the agents should be changed—that by a 
new law new agents should be constituted for 
the disbursement of pensions, 
belongs properly to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. FOSTER said that though a member of 
the Judiciary Committee, he was averse to en- 
gaging in this contest between committees. But 
the importance of the question involved here in- 


| 
| 


then the subject || 


i! one or another should disburse the pension fund, 


| it isa legal question, requiring a legal investiga- 


lj which would be reported on perhaps previously to ji 
| considering this question; and the pension agency 


duced him to express his opinion. We could | 
make no question, it seemed, which was not in- 
volved with the deposite question. We placed the 
pension fund under the control of the Secretary of 
War. The Secretary placed it in the Bank of the 
United States, not asa place of deposite, but as the 
agent for disbursing the fund. The Secretary had 
no controlover the money. Why has the ques- 
tion been given to the Attorney General? Because 
it was a question of the construction of a law. 
The Committee of Ways and Means had nothing 
to do with the question, because the money had 
long since been appropriated. 


Mr. WAYNE expressed the opinion that the 
duties assigned to the Committee of Ways and 
Means related to the appropriation of money, and 
to the proper and legal disbursement of the money 
appropriated. Now the question arose, under the 
law of 1832, who should make the disbursement; 
and it fell upon the Committee of Ways and Means 
to consider how the money was to be disbursed in 
conformity with the law. The disbursement of a 
fund was necessarily connected withthe subject of 
the revenue, and therefore belonged to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. LANE said that, upon examination, he had 
found that the question presented by the message 
was intimately connected with the subjects here- 
tofore referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. He understood the 57th rule of the 
House to devolve this subject expressly upon that 
committee. By the 57th rule it was made the duty 
of the Committee of Ways and Means ‘to ex- 
‘amine particularly into the laws making appro- 
‘priations of moneys, and to report whether the 
‘moneys have been disbursed conformably with 
‘such laws.” If this waga controversy whether 


it belonged, by the very letter of the rule, to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. The 63d rule 
assigns duties to the Committee on the Judiciary 
touching all judicial proceedings. Would any one 
say that this was a judicial question—whether 
money was to be disoursed by A or B? It was 
said that the President had sent the papers here | 
without motive. Ele was very happy to hear it | 
acknowledged for once that the President had sent | 
us documents without any unworthy motives. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania says that the 
communication from the president of the bauk 
is full, clear, and candid. Yes, sir, all that comes 
from the bank is pure and unsullied as snow. 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia, considers the subject 
a judicial question, arising from the construction 
of an act of Congress—whether the bank is the 
proper disbursing agent, and is legally empowered 
to pay the pensions ordered. , It is neither more | 
nor less than this. There is no question concern- 
ing a sum to be raised, nor any concerning an ap- 
propriation to be raised, but whether some other 
officers shall be elected to pay the pensions, 

The President’s call on the Attorney General for 
a legal opinion, shows thatin his judgment at least || 


tion. Had it been a question of finance, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, not the Attorney General, 
would have been called on to express an opinion. 
This is, therefore, a presumptive proof that the 
question is within the peculiar jurisdiction of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, notthe Committee of 
Ways and Means. ; 

He regrets thet his friends, or those with whom 
he votes and concurs in opinion on the deposite 
question, should intermingle this subject with that. 
He considers it better not to have them entangled... 


By the bank charter, the Secretary of the Treas- jj 
ury has full power to remove the deposites from 
the United States Bank, if he assigns sufficient || 
reasons for his so doing. But the present subject 
is, whether one officer or agent shall be preferred 
to another: | 
The Committee of Ways and Means have such į 
an accumulation of business before them, that they | 
will not have time, even if they have inclination, | 
to devote that attention requisite to the pension 
agency of the bank. With that committee it must | 
necessarily be but auxiliary to the main question, 


i 


must be suspended in the interval. But when it 
is exhibited as an isolated question, consigned to 


| committee but that of Ways and Means. 
| 57th rule, the functions of this last committee 


the Judiciary Committee, who have less business 
on hand, it will receive proper and prompt atten- 
ion. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY thinks thata due consider- 
ation of the rules of the House which explain the 
proper functions of the several standing commit- 
tees, would point to the committee under whose 
jurisdiction this subject more immediately comes. 
The objectof the Judiciary Committee is stated in . 
the 63d rule to be limited to judicial proceedings. 
Now there is no topic of that kind before the 
House, no judicial proceedings in any court, nor 
any action of that nature, to obtain the moneys and 
papers withheld by the bank from the Secretary 
of War; and as there are not now any judicial 
proceedings, the House cannot contemplate any. 
If the Executive desired to institute an action on’ 
the subject, there is already sufficient power in- 
vested in the Government for the recovery of all 
moneys, &c., due to it. Its authority being now 
ample, no additional will be required; and as it 
has not been thought proper to appeal to judicial 
proceedings under this authority, no such pro- 
ceedings can be contemplated by an appeal to Con- 
gress to arm the Government with further powers. 

The bank has received an appropriation of 
$500,000 for the pension agency fund. The con- 
trol over this fund has been given to the Secretary 
of War, who has the appointment of what agents 
he pleases in the management of the concerns of 
his department. If the vank will not pay the pen- 
sions which will be payable in March, and refuses 
to submit to a transfer of the pension fund, then 
must Congress be required to order another appro- 
priation for that purpose. This is surely not the 
business of the Committee on the Judiciary, nor 
of the Committee on Pensions, nor of any other 
By the 


| extend to the control of everything relating tocol- 
lecting, keeping, and appropriating the revenues 
or moneys of the nation. This committee is to 
decide concerning the means of raising revenue, 
and the mode whereby it is expended. The sub- 
ject is therefore strictly referable to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


Mr., McKINLEY asserted that the question 
really is, the jurisdiction of the respective commit- 
tees. Now every executive department is account- 
lable to the Committee of Ways and Means for 

the due discharge of its duties, and this committee 
| is to investigate every transaction relative to the 
receipts and expenditures of the national Treasury. 
Were the question one on an action to recover 
money, it might belong to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. But where it involves the accountability of 
an agentin the disbursement of the public fands, 
it is a question properly within the cognizance of 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, explained. He stated 
that the alternative of reference should be decided 
only according to the object contemplated by the 
reference. If the House merely sought to have 


' an investigation of a legal question, and to have 
| an opinion expressed in a report of a committee 


on that subject, then should the reference be made 
to the Juciciary Committee. But if something 
farther; if legislative action consequent on a legal 
investigation be réquired, then should the refer- 
ence be to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
So, if itis only to try who is wrong in the con- 
struction of the act relative to the agency of the 
pension fund, still it is the province of the Judici- 
ary Committee; but if itis to try whether the bank 
shall continue its agency, or if itis thought néces- 


| sary to change the paying agents and officers of 


the pension fund in accordance with the new fiscal 
arrangements contemplated by the Executive Gov- 
ernment, then the subject devolves on the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means; for to this committee, 
not to any other, belongs the question of agency 
in all matters affecting the national revenue, To 
continue former agents, or appoint new ones, be- 
longs more properly to the Committee of Ways 


| and Means than to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved that the first two pages of 
the President’s message be read, which was done 
accordingly. 


Mr. DENNY submitted an amendment to in- 


i struct the Committee of Ways and Means to 
| report a bill requiring the Secretary of ‘War to 
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rescind the order given to the Bank of the United 
States, &c., for the payment of pensioners. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, calied for the pre- 
vious question, and the House having seconded 
the.call—ayes 109, noes not counted— 

Mr. DENNY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the previous question; which were ordered; and 
the House decided that the main question should 
be put—ayes 119, noes 96. 

The main question then being to refer the mes- 
sage, &c., to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
it was decided in the affirmative; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, 
James Blair, John Blair, Bodle, Boon, Brown, 
Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Casey, 
S. Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, 
Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, 
W. K. Fuller, Gillet, Joseph Hall, T. H. Hall, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntingdon, 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Jobn- 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Luke Lea, 
Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, 
Joel K. Mann, Moses Mason, McIntire, McKim, 
McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, Henry 
Mitchell, Robert Mitchel, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Patterson, Peyton, D. J. Pearce, Franklin 
Pierce, Pierson, Polik, Pope, Schenck, Shinn, 
Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stod- 
dert, Sutherland, W. Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
John Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van 
Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, 
Webster, W hallon, C. P. White—J07. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, [Zeman Allen, 
C. Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, Barnitz, Bar- 
ringer, Bates, Baylies, Beatty, James M. Bell, Bin- 
ney, Bockee, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Cage, 
Carr, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, W. 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter,Crane, 
Crockett, Darlington, W. R. Davis, Amos Davis, 
Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, 
Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, 
Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Philo ©. 
Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Gilmer, Gordon, Gor- 
ham, Graham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, 
Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, W. C. Johnson, 
Beaborn Jones, Laporte, Lay, Lewis, Love, Mar- 
tindale, Marshall, Mardis, McComas, McKay, 
McKennan, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Parker, Pat- 
ton, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Rencher, 
Behley, Selden, William B. Shepard, Augustus H. 
Shepperd, Wm. Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, 
P. Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, 
Watmough, E. D. White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Wilde, Williams, Wise, Young—106. 

The result having been announced that the mo- 
tion for reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means prevailed, there was some marks of ap- 
plause, by clapping of hands, &c., heard. 

The SPEAKER directed the galleries to be 
cleared by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

A motion made for adjournment was suspended 
until that was done. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms proceeded to execute his 
duty; during which 

Mr. WHITTLESEY remarked that he believed 
the noise that had been heard did not proceed from 
the gallery, but came from the Hail. 

The motion of adjournment was then carried, 
and at half-past six o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenvespay, February 5, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the vote of 
yesterday on one of his resolutions, referring it to 
the Committee on Finance, was reconsidered, and 
the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, made a long report on the subject of the 
Secretary of the Treasury’s reasons for the re- 
moval of the deposites; which wag read. 

[One hour and a half was occupied in its read- 
ing.] 

The report concluded by recommending the 
adoption of Mr. Cuay’s second resolution. 


Mr. WEBSTER moved that the report be 
printed. i 

Mr.CHAMBERS moved that 6,000 additional 
copies of the report be printed for the purpose of 
distribution. 

The remainder of the day was occupied in dis- 
cussing this motion, which resulted in its adop- 
tion. : 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. WILKINS, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 5, 1834. 


The standing committees reported various pri- 
vate bills for the relief of individuals. 

A report was presented relative to marine ap- 
prenticeships. 

A bill was reported making appropriations for 
the surveys, &c., of various enumerated harbors, 


"for 1834. 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic. expenditures of Govern- 
ment for 1834. 

The SPEAKER presented various communi- 
cations from minor branches of the executive 
departments, in obedience to resolutions passed 
recently by the House. i 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House that so many of the 
engrossed bills as practicable should be read a 
third time, before the hour of resuming the discus- 
sion of the deposites. Granted. 

i The House proceeded to the orders of the day, 
eing 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House having resumed the consideration 
of the motion to refer the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the deposites to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means—the question being 
on the amendment submitted by Mr. Jones as an 
amendment to that previously submitted by Mr. 
McDurris, viz: to add to the motion for refer- 
ence the following instructions to that committee: 
“ Inquire into the expediency of depositing the 
‘revenue hereafter collected in the State banks in 
‘the different States where the same is collected, 
‘in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 
‘and to prescribe the terms on which the same 
“shall be deposited, and to report by bill or other- 
t wise?’— 

Mr. ARCHER had the floor from the previous 
adjournment of the debate, but gave way at the 
instance of. 

Mr. McKINLEY, who desired to express the 
hope that some disposition would be come to by 
the House, as had been come to by the Senate on 
this question, and that after the gentleman from 


| Virginia should conclude, that the House would 


be prepared to take the question. Although he 
had not spoken himself, as he was desirous to do, 
he would forego his purpose of doing so for the 
present, that if the subject was referred, they 
might have a report presented, upon which they 
could have fall discussion. This, in his opinion, 
was in every point of view the most desirable 
course to take; but in giving this notice to the 
House, he did not wish to coerce them. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know what was the 
notice submitted by the penlemth, Did he mean 
by his notice that the House were to stop the 
debate? Ga 

Mr. McKINLEY regretted that his language 
should have been construed into anything more 
than what he intended to express, which was 
his wish that there would be some termination to 
the debate on this preliminary part of the sub- 


ect. 
3 The SPEAKER here interposed; upon which 
Mr. ARCHER resumed his remarks. He said, 
on the former day when interrupted, he was about 
to examine the arguments used to sustain the 
exercise of the power upon which the removal of 
the deposites was made. The first question re- 
lated to the relative power conferred on either the 
President or the Secretary. In the outset of his 
remarks, he felt it due to himself, and he owed it 
to them to state, that he did not believe they 
had knowingly transcended their powers. Yet, 


in thus acquitting them of intentionally acting in 
this matter, they were not to be altogether ex- 
cused when they respectively committed what 
he considered gross dereliction of their duties, 
He viewed the act of the removal, as had not 
been denied, to have been the act of the President. 
The Secretary of the Treasury was only his agent. 
The language used in his paper, read to the Cab- 
inet, wherein the time was announced that the 
removal should take place, fully proved that this 
measure was, beyond doubt, his own. He con- 
sidered that, if the doctrines advanced to maintain 
that the Executive possessed rightfully any con- 
trol, went to sap the foundations of all that was 
essential to free governments, and they were con- 
tradicted by the whole course taken by the fra- 
mers of the Constitution, whose endeavor had 
been to place such guards upon the Treasury as 
would prevent what was termed the union of the 
purse and the sword, and thus place guards to the 
designs of'an ambitious Chief Magistrate. He 
could not assent to what was urged by the mem- 
bers from New York and Georgia, who had jus- 
tified the Executive measure, that because Con- 
gress had the power to declare war, raise money, 
&c., that there was no danger to be apprehended. 
But the dangers to be apprehended consisted not 
in his raising troops, but in commanding them. 
The argument advanced seemed to prove that 
we ought to give the whole money-power to the 
Executive. 

He next contended that when the departments 
of the Government were fixed and established in 
1789, the Secretary of the Treasury was not made 
strictly an executive officer, as other heads of de- 
partments in the Government; for there was asso- 
ciated with him in that department an officer—the 
Treasurer of the United States—in whom was 
lodged at least some of the power to act in relation 
to all the transfers to be made of the public money. 
If this were not so, he asked why was it that the 
Treasurer, not the Secretary, was required to give 
bonds, &c., for the faithful discharge of the high 
trust 'reposed in him? Reviewing, then, all the 
circumstances connected with the first formation 
of that department, and its connection with the 
fiscal affairs of the nation, he thought there could 
not be any doubt now that the Secretary was 
merely a legislative agent, and not an executive 
one, to carry into effect the directions to be given 
by Congress. He argued this from the fact that 
Congress had appointed other official persons in 
that capacity, who might just as well claim to be 
executive officers as that officer. The Chief Jus- 
tice was appointed to transact important business 
alung with the Secretaries and others, as commis- 
sioners to pay off the public debt; and yet, could 
he turn about and say that he was other than a 
legislative agent, created by Congress to do a cer- 
tain act? Surely not, 

Mr. A. next proceeded to review the argument 
used, “that because the power was given to the 
President by the Constitution to dismiss the Sec- 
retary, therefore that the power to direct that offi- 
cer was thereby implied.” But reasoning on this 
by analogy with other powers given and used by 
the President, he came to the conclusion that it 
was not the intention of the framers of the Consti- 
tution to give to the President any such power. 
He argued at length against the reasons adduced 
by the Secretary to support the position that he, 
not Congress, had any control over the funds 
lodged in the Bank of the United States. Hecon- 
sidered that the Secretary had, in assuming this, 
contradicted the doctrine held by Mr. Dallas upon 
the duties of the Treasury officers.- Mr. D. had, 
when the bank was incorporated, shown that he 
placed the Secretary and the Treasurer to act, in 
their respective capacities, as checks upon one 
another—the Secretary being to direct the pay- 
ments, whilst the Treasurer was to perform. He 
alone was to do the act; and, in accordance with 
this, the various transfers were literally made, di- 
recting the moneys of the public, wherever placed, 
to be lodged, not to the Secretary’s credit, but to 
that of the Treasurer; and from this he argued 
against the right of exclusive control assumed by 
the Secretary, or otherwise there must have been 
injustice done the Treasurer in requiring him to 
give bonds and security for the faithful perform- 
ance of a duty, the control of which he was de- 
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Mr. A. proceeded to comment at great length 
upon the several reasons given by the Secretary of 
the Treasury for the removal of the deposites. 
He denied the power of the Secretary to inter- 
fere with the currency, upon reasons tounded on 
public convenience. Such a power submitted to 
the discretion of the Secretary the control of the 
property, the credit, and the honor of every indi- 
vidual. The course taken by the bank in its de- 
fence, by curtailing its operations, he defended as 
proper and necessary. The course of the Admin- 
istration he thought would not be tolerated by the 
people. Indications from every quarter, especially 
from the South and from the State of Virginia, 
showed that the spirit of the people was roused 
against the usurpations of the Executive. 

When Mr. ARCHER concluded his remarks, 
several members simultaneously addressed the 
Chair, but the floor was obtained by Mr. PEY- 
TON, of Tennessee. 

Mr. PEYTON commenced his remarks by 
alluding to the combination arrayed against the 
Executive on this question. Gentlemen who had 
formerly stood like tigers, ready to spring at each 
other’s throats, now embrace each other in their 
patriotic arms. Are not the leaders of this coali- 
tion those who recently brought the country to the 
brink of ruin? What had united them? Was it 
love, or deadly hate, or patriotic zeal? It was 
patriotic in gentlemen to guard the people’s liberty; 
for man should love his country more than self, 
and next to God. Should to-morrow’s sun behold 
this Administration swept away—if every member 
of itshould meet his Brutus while he sleeps, would 
the new attachment which has thus sprung up be- 
tween these individuals continue? As soon would 
winter combine with summer, as those factions 
with each other. Their fixed and settled determ- 
ination was to rule or ruin. They talk of Cæsar 
and all other tyrants whom poets or historians 
have handed down to us. Now, he would ask 
any man to reflect on all the examples of the sub- 
version of popular liberty, and then say whether 
it has not always been effected through the means 
of disappointed factions. They induce the people 
to consider themselves as slaves; shed their patri- 
otic tears over the Constitution, and on either 
side of the same question; and then they are pre- 
pared for the struggle. Mr. P. went back to see 
how Cesar obtained his power, and showed that 
it was by aniting two contending factions, and 
through them breaking down the influence of 
Cato with the Senate and the people. In this way 
would the liberties of this country be destroyed. 
Some gentlemen of transcendent talent and mor- 
tified ambition would unite to wield the press 
and the money-power of the country. But the 
gentleman from South Carolina gives us his plan 
for preventing the union of the purse and the 
sword, the apprehension of which so much alarms 
him. He says that the Bank of the United States 
ought, by constitutional provision, to be compelled 
to take the political field on every election; fog he 
wishes the bank to throw its weight against the 
Administration. Thirty-five millions must be 
thrown into the scale of him who is the opponent 
of the incumbent. As the bank has elected one 
candidate, it must turn round and oppose him. In 
this way the bank would elect all the Presidents, 
and the sword and the purse would be effectually 
united. 

it seems that the present incumbent is governed 
by impulse and passion, and has no fixed principles. 
The gentleman from South Carolina has never dis- 
covered this from his own acquaintance with the 
President; but he had told us that he derived the 
information from the ex-Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, who himself had not discovered ittill he went 
home and consulted his daddy. 

He should like to see one question settled. It 
had been said that seventy-five men elected the 
incumbent. They must deserve great credit for 
their talents. But he was inclined to believe that 
those who claimed the least credit for the service 
had most,to do with it; to wit—the people. — 

Mr. P. then adverted to the power and influ- 
ence of the bank, its control of the State banks, 
and its power to fix the value of property in any 
part of the United States, by expanding and con- 
tracting its currency, as furnishing a strong reason 
for inhibiting it from interfering in any manner 
with elections. The power of the institution was 


now felt in every part of the country. High 
| charges were made against it, and it tortured the 
| people, to wring from them their reluctant sup- 
port. If the bank could, at this day, move the 
people by torture, at another and later period, it 
might say of an opponent, “ Off with his head.” 

The President, with all his power, cannot print 
a single document of any kind. If the bank ean 
do this, with the public money, they can find dag- 
gers for public servants. The bank asserts, in 
fact, the right to spend every dollar in its vaults 
in carrying on a war with its adversaries. 

Here Mt. PEYTON, without concluding, yield- 
ed the floorto Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, on whose 
motion the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuurspvay, February 6, 1834. 
After the presentation of petitions and reports of 
committees, 
The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day, being Mr. Cuay’s resolution on the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. WILKINS rose and said that, more than 
forty years ago, on an occasion like the present, 
the venerable Mr. Madison observed that ‘the 
‘present question should be conducted with mod- 
‘eration and candor; and tragic representations, 
‘warmth, and passion, ought not to assume the 
© preponderance, instead of reason.” He would 
endeavor to profit by the recommendation of that 
sage and patriot, although he had but little hope 
of shedding new light ona subject which had been 
so exhausted by those who had preceded him. 
Wide, and unnecessarily wide, as the field had 
been enlarged, those skilful gleaners had passed 
| over it without leaving scarcely a grain behind. 
| He declared that he entered upon this debate re- 
| luctantly, not to shun responsibility, but from an 
indisposition to tax the patience of the Senate 
farther. 
appeal to the fact, that since he had had the honor 
| of a seat here, he had been rather a listener thana 
| debater. During the last Congress, by an almost 
| unanimous vote of the Legislature of his State, 
| he was instructed to vote for the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, and he did not scruple to vote for its 
recharter, in obedience to those instructions. He 
voted for the bill which was reported by the com- 
mittee. It was fortunate that on all sides of the 
House the question of recharter of the bank was 
laid on the shelf. The present was an abstract, 
insulated question, having no reference to the 
objects which arise out of it. And without any 
| danger, thereforeyof coming into collision with his 
own State, he was left to pursue his own course 
upon the resolutions of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. Tragic representations, and frightful pic- 
i tures of distress in the country, the Constitution 
| lying bleeding under foot, and approaching civil 
| war and bloodshed, were presented to our view. 
The gloom of 76 was said to be overhanging us. 
The President is called a despot, grasping at all 


| the rights and treasure of the peole—these are 
placed in the foreground of the picture, while the 
| real merits of the question are cast entirely in the 
| background. If we were to judge of politics by 
the same rules which govern in physical phenom- 
| ena, it might be said that all these evils were to 
overtake us. Until this debate began, and long 
| after the removal of the deposites, we enjoyed an 
entire calm; the people confided in an almost un- 
paralleled degreein the Administration; and if there 
| was any change known, it was only in the increase 
¿of its popularity. This wide-spread evil existed 
í in this second resolution alone. It admitted the 
| power of removing the deposites—there was no 
infraction of the charter—the money wasall safe— 
the treasure was there—nota dollar was drawn 


| erate before they vote to revive such a corporation, 
which can revisit us with such disasters. : 
| An explanation here ensued between Mr. 
WEBSTER, Mr.SOUTHARD, and Mr. WIL- 
| KINS, relative to some imputed expressions, 
| which the two former gentlemen disclaimed. ] 


the powers of the Government, seizing upon the | 
purse and sword of the nation, a public robber of | 


For the truth of this remark, he might || 


Mr. WILKINS continued, protesting that the 
pictures drawn by the two gentlemen were too 
highly colored, calculated to keep up the panic in 
the country, and were uncalled for by any act of 
the Government; because, if the late report of the 
Committee on Finance were analyzed, although it 
was written with great ability, yet it amounted to 
no more than that.the great emergency for the 
removal of the deposites had not arrived when the 
act was done; the Secretary had the power, but 
the time and occasion was not justified by expedi- 
ency. It did not state that an emergency might 
not happen, but that it had not happened. On the 
first of December, 1833, when he left home for 
this place, there was nota cry or whimper améng 
the people. He traveled through Pennsylvanias. 


|| the elections were over, the removol of the depos- 


ites had taken place, and the whole political char- 


:| acter of the State was changed in favor of the man 


who caused the removal. The distress, then, was 
caused by the bank; he wished it had taken a dif- 
ferent course, and negotiated with the Administra- 
tion and with Congress, and had suspended its 
oppressive course, until Congress had acted. But 
they have concluded to pursue a different course; 
although the agent of the Government, they have 
warred with its principles, and adopted a system 
of cruel restriction with the people, when it was as 
much in their power to have adopted a different 
system. He had no objection to this course, but 
he only asked of them to yield to Congress the 
right of resisting them. If the bank had exercised 
kind feelings and charity, it would have been far 


| better and more creditable to them. 


But, it is said, the President has unis the purse 
and the sword. - Sir, there can be no such thing. 
So long as the people are enlightened and uncor- 
rupt, the thing is impossible. If his object had 


| been corrupt; if he had designed to unite the purse 


with the sword, he would have seized on the bank. 
But what has been his course? He has thrown 
away power; he has disclaimed it. Theunion of 
the purse and the sword, in the Chief Magistrate, 
supposes that when he had, after an eventful life, 
reached the Presidency, he had abandoned his pa~ 


| triotism and all those high honors which have 


been heaped upon him, and was now governed by 
a low, grovelling ambition, and a sordid passion. 
Yet, what has he done? Instead of uniting with 
the most powerful institution on earth, he has re- 
moved the deposites to the local banks. Has he 
gone to that bank where all power isconcentrated 
—to that bank capable of producing all this dis- 
tress and pressure? No. If his object had been 
power, he would have gone to that bank seeking © 
to obtain a recharter, and there have made his 
bargain. He would have gone to an institution 
having so much influence over the people, not to 
the State banks, which cannot have any uniformity 
of action, but to the Bank of the United States, 
rich in coin, influence, and power, which it thinks 
neither the Government or people can control—to 
the bank which says: it can annihilate the State 
banks. If all this proves anything, it proves his 
high mindedness. He says to the bank, begone; 
although you have a majority in the House of 
Representatives, I have vetoed you. This would 
not have been his course, if he had contemplated 
a union of the purse and sword. He came now 
to speak of the Government directors—officers 
holding their commissions under the Government; 
and he contended the President was right in the 
course he pursued, in obtaining information from 
those directors, and they were right in communi- 
cating itto him. He had turned his attention to 
this subject, and he’had found it was the friends 
of the bank who insisted, at the time it was char- 
tered, that the Government ought to have sentinels 
at theboard. Buttake up the charter fora moment, 
and on its face the President is justified in the 
course he has pursued, as well as the directors, and 
it will also be found that the President took the 
only course that was within his reach. 

Mr. W. then adverted to each article of the char- 
ter in succession, to show that the President could 


! arrive at no knowledge of the conduct of the bank, 
| except through the Government directors. 


He continued. Take up the charter itself, and 
it will be seen he had no other source of informa- 
tion, but through the public directors. And what 
was the attitude of the bank in reference to those 
directors? That of rank hostility. It would have 
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been in vain to apply for information to the body 
of the directors. iI 
The President, therefore, addressed a letter to 
the Government directors. There was no secrecy 
enjoined in it, as had. been contended. Itenjoined 
on them not to take rumor or newspaper publica- | 
tions for their guide, but. to let their information 
come from their own actual knowledge. The 
simple injunction upon them was, to give him 
what they knew to be true, because he had a pub- 
lic duty to perform, which made it necessary tor 
him to know the conduct of the bank. Mr. W. 
herë read a letter of Mr. Crawford’s, dated 3d | 
July, 1817, addressed to the directors of the Bank | 
of the United States, in reply to the complaints 
which had been made against the bank on the sub- 


ject of the internal exchanges of the country. ‘The |! onan ; | 
| not dangerous to the liberties of the people; it was | 


no assumption of power. The Executive wasim- ; 


letter wag written with the knowledge of the Pres- 
ident, and claimed the right to apply to the Gov- 
ernment directors alone for information. 
President had the right then, and it was the duty 
of the directors, to answer as they did, They weve 
public officers, and, by the words of the charter, 
the President could remove them. And how had 
they performed their duty? Notas spies; but as 
trusty sentinels they had given the truth in a man- 
ner which would justify the Senate in confirming 
their nominations. Since this discussion com- 
menced, he had ad verted to another fact. Heallu- 
ded to the recent refusal of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States to transfer the books and papers relating 
to the Government pensioners. The bank direct- 
ors say the Government had no authority to make 
this requisition. This Mr. W. considered another 
link in the chain of hostility which had long actu- 
ated the directors towards the Government. The 
bank says the business is of no consequence to 
them. ‘hey only withhold the books and papers 
to see that the laws are faithfully execuled—-on them 
devolved the duty of the President. The requi- 
sition of the Secretary of War to make these 
transfers did not relate to pensions under the act 
of 1818. It referred to the pay law of 1832. 

‘The requisition to transfer is by a pay law, nota 
pension law. Lt only sought to transfer the funds 
to the banks selected as the public depositories, and 
it was done by the Secretary of War to avoid the 
embarrassment of transferring funds from the local 
banks to the United States Bank to meet the 
applications there. If the bank wished to promote 
the good of the country why did they not give up 
the books and papers? or why not pay the pen- 
sioners? But they would do neither; they showed 
a disposition which every man ought to resist. In 
inflicting distress they did not spare the holy rem- 
nant of revolutionary officers; so sweeping were | 
their exertions that even the surviving soldiers of 
the war of independence were notspared. In vain 
did those patriots achieve the prize which we are | 
now enjoying; in vain did they shed their blood if į 
we are to submit to an oligarchy which standa in 
the hall of our independence, if we are to submit 
to rulers who are attempting to oppress us, 

He proposed now to take up and examine the 
resolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky. The 
first relates tothe assumption of political power by 
the President. It charges him with no corruption, 
but rather that he has particular views and opinions 
as to the powers of removal of Executive officers. 
He (Mr. W.) thought that the Senate would ac- 
quiesce in the power of removal, when they were 
confirming or rejecting nominations every day. 
This resolution admits the right of removal, but 
simply charges the President with a usurpation of 
power. It seemed divisible into two parts: the 
first referring to Mr. Duane, the second to the 
appointment of Mr. Taney, With regard to the 
formergentleman, there was something so peculiar 
in his situation in reference to the opinions of the 
President, that it was impossible the President 
could retain him, if upon personal considerations 
only. What was Mr. Duane’s situation? He 
came into office holding opinions adverse to the 
President’s. According to his own views, when 
he entered the Cabinet the Chief Magistrate was 
arbitrary in his acts, surrounded by a cabal; had 
no fixed principles, or if he had any, he carried out 
none of them. Under these circumstances he was | 
called toa seat in the Cabinet among the President’s 
confidential advisers and counsellors, toaid him in 
administering theaffairs of Government; and having 
these secret opinions, that everything was proceed- 


The jj 


| Mr. Deane. 
cause he moulded his opinions to the will of the | 


ing from corruption, how could they pulltogether? 
Bat this was not all. He teils the President, you 
are governed by no consideration for the public 


good—your acts are vile, vindictive, and arbitrary. | 


Vindictive and arbitrary are his very epithets. 
How, then, was it possible that a Secretary of the 
Treasury, with these sentiments, could codjerate 
with the President? 
Yet this was not all. 


he promised to resign, and afterwards refused; 
the promise, when made, he did not expect to be 
called on to fulfil, and he determined to remain, to 
fix on the President the charge of interfering witb 


When serious difficulties į 
were likely to arise in the councils of the nation, ; 


the duties of his office. ‘The President was right, : 


therefore, in removing him—he had the power to | 


do so by the Constitution and laws; its exercise was | 


pressed with the conviction that the removal of the 
deposites was necessary, and it was his duty to 


take the step he did. The right of removal of the , 


officer was admitted, on the principle that the Pres- 
ident was responsible for the faithful execution of 
thelaws. But it was argued that the Treasury 


was not an executive department, and not under | 
the supervision of the President; that the Secretary | 


was not responsible to the Executive, but to the 
legistative branch of the Government. Now, all 
the laws which speak of that department, speak of 
itin no other character than as an executive depart- 


ident, is a member of the Cabinet surrounding the | 
Executive. To be sure, the purse and the finances | 
of the nation are under thecontrol of Congress; but | 
when Congress has passed laws and imposed du- | 
ties, then the executive power attaches. Congress | 


had passed a law imposing a duty on the Secretary. 
But the performance of that duty was placed under 
the care of the President. 
word executive, in the law of 89, was entirely acci- 


dental. By turning to the laws passed at the same | 
Congress, it will be found that it was only an omis- | 


sion. Mr. W. read from a law of that year, for 


paying the salary of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


“as one of the executive officers of Government.” 
In all the laws on the subject, the Secretary was 
recognized and called an executive officer. Mr.W. 
here read various passeges from the Constitution, 
and. Kent’s Commentaries on American Law, to 
show that the Executive may require the opinions 


of either of the heads of departments in writing, | 


and that General Hamilton was called on by Gen- 
eral Washington, as an executive officer, to give 
him his opinions. It being an executive depart- 
ment, then, the President, under his general power 


| and duty to see that the laws are faithfully execu- 


ted, was bound to watch and see the proper time 
when the removal of the deposites should take 
place. This constitutional injunction never was to 
be suspended, either in time of peace or in rebel- 
lion—a general power of supervision was indis- 
pensable in every well-regulated Government, and 
the injunction to see that the laws were faithfully 
executed, was connected with his oath of office. 


In exercising this power, he interfered with no duty | 
of another cfiicer. The law had given the Secre- | 


tary the power to remove, but was silent as to the 
time and manner of removal. Suppose Congress 


should adopt the second resolution, and order the | 


restoration of the deposites, and the Secretary 
should refuse to execute the order, you might im- 


peach him; but would it be a wise course? When | 
a national calamity was prevailing in the nation, | 


would it be right to wait for a tedious investiga- 
tion? Every man would call for his removal; and 
if the President should refuse to remove him, uni- 
versal condemnation would follow the conduct of 
the President. Suppose it had been absolutely 
and undeniably necessary to remove thedeposites, 
and the Secretary had refused: would the President 
have been justified in not removing him? The 
President, then, was justifiable in the removal of 
Mr. Taney succeeded him; not be- 


President, but because he had given an opinion in j 


favor of the removal, when in another high office 


| under the Government. It was no sudden opinion 


of his, As early as March last, Mr. Taney was 
of opinion the deposites ought to be removed, and 
the bank ought to prepare to wind up its concerns. 
Mr. Taney came into office to execute an act upon 


The omission of the | 


which his opinion coincided with that of the Pres- 
ident. It was right if the President entertained 
the opinion he did, to select an officer holding his 
opinions. It was no assumption whatever. When 
did a President ever select the head of adepartment 
net holding his opinions? It was always the right 
of the President to select a person agreeing with 
him; and Mr. Taney came in with honor to exe- 
cate what he had advised to be done. 

Mr. WILKINS, at three o'clock, gave way, 
without concluding, to a motion, by Mr, CLAY, 
to adjourn, but on . , 

Mr. WEBSTER’S suggestion he withdrew 
the motion. Mr. W. then gave notice that when 
Mr. WILKINS concluded to-morrow, he would 
move to go into the consideration of executive 
business. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 6, 1834. 

On motion of Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
Dorchester, in the State of Massachusetts, a port 
of delivery. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire whether any and 


4 : i! what steps should be taken on the part of the 
ment. The officer, subject to removal by the Pres- what steps-shou p p 


United States, for ascertaining the true northern 


i boundary of the Chickasaw Indians, between the 


Tennessee and Mississippi rivers; and also the 
true line between the State of Tennessee and Mis- 
sissippi; and also into the propriety of delaying 
the sales of the pubtic lands in the northern part 
of Mississippi, until the true boundary line be- 
tween the States be ascertained. 


On motion of Mr. S. JONES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
substituting lead for iron as the material for balls 
for the use of cannon on hoard our vessels of war 
and batteries on land. : 

Mr. BOON reported a bill to remove the United 
States land office from Clinton to Jackson, Indi- 
ana; and 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, a bill to annex part of 
Bridgeton, New Jersey, to the western district of 
Philadelphia; which were both read twice and 
committed. f 


PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be the 
resolution of Mr. CmiLToN, to appoint a select 
committee to inquireinto the expediency of so ex- 
tending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were en- 
gaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 1794; 
and he amendment of it by Mr. BouLpiw, to ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the moral effects 
of the pension system upon the community, and 
how far it ought to be abolished ór repealed. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, who had the floor from the 
previous day, said that he believed both public 
principle and policy was, involved in the present 
question; he, therefore, desired to assign the reasons 
which should govern his vote, Many arguments 
had certainly been adduced in support of the 
extension of the pension system generally, which 
were of more than ordinary interest, and were 
entitled to the grave consideration of the House. 
They had heard during the discussion eloquent 
eulogiums upon the merits, and expressions of 


i| Sympathy for the sufferings, of those engaged in 


those Indian wars, calculated to awaken a strong 
feeling in their behalf. ‘These were of such a char- 
acter as not te be heard with indifference, for they 
were calculated to raise the American character, as 
they brought forth to publie notice men previously 
but little known to fame. He had listened with 
delight to the panegyrics bestowed by thémember 
from Kentucky; yethe feltsome regret at the cen- 
sure which he seemed to cast upon Generais Har- 
mar and St. Clair; in their defense, however, he 
thought it only necessary to say that they, not- 
withstanding all their misfortunes and distress, 
continued to retain the confidence of the Father of 
his country’s independence. However-he rejoiced 
at the praises thus bestowed, he felt constrained by 
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a sense of duty, to oppose their claims to be put {| 


on the pension list; for how much or how justly | 
their sympathies might be raised in their favor, he | 
must maintain that such féelings should not be per- | 
mitted to prevail or be exercised in legislation, un- | 
less in cases that were clearly on the side of right. | 
This House were guardians of the publie treasure, | 
and if they did not strictly régard the right of all 
claims to it, they must be deemed faithless to their | 
trust: ifthey did not, what security had thecountry | 
against that extravagance and prodigality which | 
would inevitably prevail, and which at once dis- 
graced and corrupted their citizens? He considered 
that all claims of this nature ought to be viewed in | 
the nature of a contract made by the soldier with 
the Government, who, when he got what the Gov- | 
ernment undertook to give him for his services, he | 
could not reasonably complain, unless in peculiar | 
cases of disability, by wounds received whilst em- 
ployed in the service. So far he would go, but | 
could not go beyond that. Ifthey did, they would 
increase the present list, and thus waste the public 
treasure. Having these views, he could not even | 
vote for the resolution of inquiry, lest from so 
voting it might be deemed an evidence of his inten- 
tion to vote for the extension of the system itself, |! 
and thus he might be charged with raising expect- 
ations which in all probability would not be real- | 
ized. He could not see how it was possible for 
them to ascertain the numbers who could—taking 
for granted the justice of their claims to be placed | 
on the roll—be considered entitled to this. He! 
could not understand the principle upon which it 
could be maintained that Congress had theright in 
the case of those persons engaged in the Indian | 
warfare, although it was alleged that Congress, | 
having the right to declare war and raise armies, 
the right to grant pensions was to be implied. But 
this power extended only to those soldiers so 
engaged, in consequence of the terms upon which 
they might be engaged in the service. The! 
instance, then, of the pensions formerly granted || 
to the soldiers of the Revolution ought not to bes} 
referred toas a precedent to govern their decision 
upon this question, but should rather operate as a 
beacon to warn them of its dangerous conse- 
quences. The persons engaged in those wars were | 
not engaged as the soldiers of the Revolution were, 
fighting on the side of principle; they fought not 
for themselves alone, but to ‘give liberty and inde- 
pendence to every American citizen. They fought | 
against a foreign Government which aspired to 
govern this exclusively. They fought, too, not 
under leaders and banners of their own, but under 
the orders of an organized Government, under pri- | 
vations of no common character, and received for 
their services a depreciated currency. 

The officers and soldiers of the Revolution have 
claims for services which they had rendered with- || 
out pay; they claimed the justice, not the bounty ; 
of Congress. Gentlemen of legal ability, in both | 


Houses of Congress, advocated the bill granting i nd 
| slander and abuse and agitation. 


pensions to those men, asa compensation for ser- 
vices, which compensation had been promised and 
withheld. The claim was both advocated and 
allowed as a matter of right. Not such was the 
character of the claims now presented. Muchas 
he respected the men who fought after the treaty | 
of peace, he must say that they did not present a 

case which called for the bounty of the Govern- 
ment. They were paid in good money, dollar 
for dollar, the whole sum which the Government 
promised them. They fought, too, not for the 
independence of the country, for that was secured. 

It was certainly never apprehended that the In- | 
dians would reconquer America. Where would | 
the system stop, if we went to the extent pro- | 
posed? Would not the officers and soldiers who | 
were engaged in the late war with Great Britain be | 
equally well entitled to military rewards? They 

rendered meritorious services on*the land and on 

the sea. Why not go back to the Indian wars | 
preceding the Revolution, and pension those who | 
were engaged in them, or their surviving repre- 

sentatives? Some of those wars were of an exten- | 
sive range, along the whole northern and western į 
frontiers. He referred particularly to the wars 
growing out of the war between France and Eng- 
land in 1755. The pioneer settlers and the militia 
who engaged in them, received no compensation | 
for their services, though they suffered the greatest | 


| upon by the party leaders, to inflame the minds of | 


| gentlemen talk of the exercise of majority-powers 


privations in protecting the frontier settlements. 


But they participated in the benefits resulting from | 
the contests, and were thus rewarded for their ser- 
vices. He could not see any reason why the sys- 
tem should be confined to military services. If we 
went on, we should find strong arguments in favor 
of pensioning those who had rendered important 
civil services. But he was notin favor of extend- 
ing the system; on the contrary, he thought that 
this was the proper time for fixing its limits to 
those engaged in the revolutionary contest. Past 
experience had shown that the estimates of the 
expenditures under this system had always fallen 
short of the real amount, We were told, when | 
the present pension act was before the House, 
that the number of applicants would not exceed 
seven or eight thousand. Butit appears that the 
number was 30,625. He went into some state- 
ments of the sums which the pension system had 
cost us—amounting, altogether, to twenty-six mil-. 
lions of dollars, 

The state of the Treasury would not warrant an 
extension of the system. The present Adminis- | 
tration came into power upon the principle of re- 
trenchment; but it had gone on increasing the ex- 
penses instead of reducing them. The Secretary 
of the Treasury now cautions us to be econdmical, | 
least we should exceed the means of the Govern- | 
ment. The revenue expected for the next year 
would not exceed the necessary expenses of the 
Government. 

Here Mr. C. was obliged to suspend his remarks 
on account of the expiration of the hour. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the | 
‘Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
Ways and Means—the question being on the} 
amendment submitted by Mr. Jongs, asanamend- } 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. Mce- | 
Dorris, viz: to add to the motion for reference the | 
following instructions to that committee: ‘Inquire | 
‘into the expediency of depositing the revenue | 
“hereafter collected in the State banks in the dif- 
< ferent States where the same is collected, in pro- 
‘ portion to their respective capitals paid in, and to 
‘ prescribe the terms on which the same shall be 
‘t deposited, and to report by bill or otherwise,” 

Mr. PEYTON resumed his remarks. Every 
one (he said) must be aware that the present ex- | 
citement against the President did not grow out of 
the removal of the deposites. That act was seized | 


the people, and to promote their chances of success | 
in the deep game'they were playing. The party | 
was led by some of the highest order of talent, | 
who were united by the common tie of disappoint- | 
ed ambition. One obstacle stood in their way—a | 
man of stern integrity and inflexible patriotism | 
stood asa pillar of the State. That pillar was to | 
be overthrown, not by the removal of the depos- 
ites, but by a continued and organized system of | 
All efforts were | 
directed to one object—to hold up the President as 
a tyrant, to resist whom will be patriotism. 

We are taunted asa drilled majority. When ! 


they certainly forget examples which they left | 
behind them at home. Where has the majority- | 
power fallen, in this country, with the heaviest | 
hand? Where have patriots of the Revolution, 
and thousands of worthy and estimable citizens, 
been disfranchised and debarred from all the priv- | 
ileges of citizenship, for opinion’s sake? It was | 
in that State where the majority imposed upon || 
every citizen the test oath. A dark cloud lowers | 
over our horizon, and we hear the muttering of | 
distant thunder. Where was the bolt to fall? He: 
would like to know one thing. If, in the coming | 
storm, the Administration and its friends should | 
be overwhelmed and destroyed, into whose hands | 
would the Government fall? We would be left | 
without one, he supposed. Upon which of the | 
opposing factions would the power fall? Which | 
would say to the other, Be yours the profit, and | 
mine the revenge? beets i 
The gentleman from South Carolina is disturbed 
by frightful images- of treachery and murder. 
The idea of the President brings to his imagina- | 
tian everything frightful which he has read of in || 
history. He pictures the Presidentas a Richard, 


i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 


murdéring his helpiess and infant competitors | 


while they are asleep in the tower. He says, too,’ 
that the acts of the President would have caused 
rebellion. in the subjects of a King. What was 
there of torturing jealousy or mad ambition in the 
bosom of the President which would make. the 
allusion to Richard applicable to him? What 

more had the President to hope, wish, or expect, 

from his country than he had already obtained ?: 
What personal feeling or advantage was to accrue 

to him from the removal of the deposites? By 

that act Andrew Jackson had won. for himself im- 

mortal honor. His open and manly features would 

live in monumental marble long after the gentlemen 

who now assailed him should moulder in common 

earth. : 

The wit of the gentleman from South Carolina 
all runs along the Hudson, and hovers about the 
vicinity of Kinderhook. It was useless to be so 
much disturbed about the Dutchmen, for they 
were too phlegmatic to be at all disturbed them- 
selves. But the gentleman’s fancy has found a 
new thing under the sun. He has found a Dutch 
nullifier—a being that was never before heard of 
in the world. Hadthegentleman made the tickets 
for the wheel scene in 1824, the Dutchman would 
not have got his prize. Mr. P. went on to turn 
the anecdote against its author, but his remarks 
were indistinctly heard by the reporter. 

Those who had been opposed to the bank on 
constitutional grounds, had now got rid of their 
constitutional objections. The President, they 
said, had done wrong, and this was a sufficient 
reason for them to abandon their constitutional 
objections toa bank. But there was at least one 
member from Georgia whose conscience could not 
be quieted by this panacea. How could those 
gentlemen drop so suddenly all their constitutional 
principles, because one man in the nation had, in 
their opinion, done wrong? 

Mr. P. here adverted to the conduct of the bank 
in withholding the pension fund. Wasita legis-. 
lative, judicial, or executive duty, he asked, to 
collect money according to law, and to disburse it 
according to law? But the bank says it will lock 
in the iron jaws of its vaults the little pittance. 
granted by the Government for the war-worn 
veterans of the Revolution; and if either House 
of Congress sustains the bank, the money must 
remain forever in the vaults of the bank. He 
denounced this act of the bank as-the greatest 
outrage upon law and public opinion that was 
ever heard of. i 

Butit was said that the Secretary of the Treas-. 
ury ought not to act upon his own reasons, but. 
upon those of his opponents, who think differently : 
from him. This point Mr. P. remarked upon at 
some length. He eulogized the firmness and ‘dis- 
interestedness manifested in the course of Mr. 
Taney on this subject; yet it was said that the 
Secretary had nothing more to do with the act 
than the iron pen with which he signed theorder, 
orthan the hangman has with an execution. Why, 
then, was Mr. Taney abused for the act?) What 
was the Secretary to do? There were some 
grounds necessary for the measure. Thedirectors 
were appointed by the President and Senate. But 
that guard had been broken down. The Govern- 
ment directors were spurned as spies and inform- 
ers. The gentleman from South Carolina says 
that the duty of the Government directors was to 
assist in increasing the profits Of the bank, and 
that there their duty was to stop. They tell about 
the deposites and the safety of the institution. He 
would rather that the whole public treasure were 
deposited in the ocean, than that the use made of 
it by the bank should be tolerated. Write me, 
saysthe bank, one hundred thousand libels against 
the President, and we will pay you one hundred 
thousand dollars. Was the Secretary to asqui- 


| esce in such abuses? 


He next referred to the singular restriction of 
the administration of the bank affairs by its ex- 
change committee. Mr. Sergeant had only to 
say, “ Let 50,000 copies of such a work be 
printed,” and Mr. Biddle, “ Let all (as many as 
are required to forward our interest) be pub- 
lished.” And this is the very responsible way 
by which the people’s money goes. 

In concluding, Mr. P. referred to the threadbare 
charge against the President, of his being a mili- 
tary man. Yes, heisa military man; and thank 
Heaven we have such a military man to stand at 
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this time in the breach; one who has always been 
found ready and..able to stand in the breach, 
between the nation and the nation’s foe, when- 
ever stern necessity demanded. He stood in the 
breach when he fought the battles of his country; 
when he overpowered the Indian amid his scalp- 
ing warfare, and firmly grasped his sword when 
assailed by a foreign foe. He it was who then 
stood in the breach, and amid the wild torrent of 
the country’s confusion, said *‘ Peace!” and to the 
raging tumult “ be still”? Who could now revert 
to the period when our cities were in flames, when 
the foe had penetrated into the heart of the land, 
and plunged the reeking dagger in the bleeding 
bosoms of the country—who could look on that 
period when the enemy “ cried havoc, and let slip 
the dogs of war,” and not recognize and recollect 
the arm that then interposed in the breach to save 
the nation from plunder and the land from being 
enslaved? Shall he be thus subjected to abuse, for 
whom every heart panted with grateful remem- 
brances; for whom bonfires blazed from North to 
South; for whom feasts in various cities were gen- 
erously spread; for whom the chivalrous, grateful, 
and patriotic feelings of every individual breathing 
the spirit of American freedom—for whom even 
the Legislatures of the States and the Legislature 
of the Union expressed their heartfelt generosity of 
ardent valor; shall he who thus stood in the breach 
to redeem the nation’s glory, and thus gained the 
nation’s gratitude, shall he be stigmatized as being 
a military man? 

He has stood in the breach to save the country 
once in the field; he had again stood in the breach 
to save her in the Cabinet. 

: Mr. WISE then rose and addressed the House 
on the subject. 

. Mr. BOULDIN took the floor, and expressed a 
desire to be heard on this question, and asked the 
House the indulgence of an adjournment, the hour 
then being twenty minutes past three. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided in the affirmative by a vote of 113 to 


103. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fraway, February 7, 1834. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill compensating in land 
General Philemon Thomas, for services rendered 
by him in West Florida. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill, with an amendment, granting lands 
for the benefit of South Hanover college, to enable 
the trustees to establish a school for the education 
of deaf and dumb persons. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill relative to school lands for the ben- 
efit of the State of Ohio, without amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
clerks in the navy-yards at Brooklyn, New York, 
praying additional compensation for their services. 

eferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the resolutions 
of the Legislature of New York, relative to the re- 
moval of the deposites, were taken up, and Mr. W. 
then moved that the resolutions be referred to the 
Committee on Finance and printed; which was so 
ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a re- 
port from the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund; 
which was read. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial and 
a series of resolutions from the manufacturers, me- 


city of New York, condemning the course of the 
Administration in removing the deposites from the 


Bank of the United States, and ascribing to that | 


fact the present pecuniary distress of the coun- 


try. 

On Mr. CLAY'S motion, the memorial and res- 
olutions were read, and afterwards, on his motion, 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, they were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, reported a bill, with an 
amendment, for the relief of John Campbell and 
William Johnzon. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the resolution offered 
by him some time ago, extending the time for 
paying revenue bonds, in order to afford the com- 
mercial community relief, was taken up. 

The resolution was discussed at length,-until 
four o’clock, when it was laid on the table. 


The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. POINDEXTER: é 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the settlement of the 
accounts of William Thorp, late sutler in the 
army of the United States, made in pursuance of 
“ An act for the relief of William Thorp,” passed 
on the 22d day of May, 1826, specifying the items 
in said accounts which have been disallowed, and 
the grounds on which they were rejected by the 
accounting officers, and also whether, in his opin- 
ion, any further legislation is necessary to the final 
settlement of said accounts on principles of equity 
and justice. 


By Mr. WEBSTER: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the probable effect of the 
present state of commercial affairs on the revenue 
of the United States. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Frangi, its Clerk, stating 
that that House had receded from its amendment 
to the appropriation bill. 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved that when the Sen- 


ate adjourn, it will adjourn until Monday next; | 


which was agreed to. 


Mr. WEBSTER suggested the propriety, after | 
| the morning business of Monday was over, that 
the Senate should go into Executive business, if | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, ene 
who had the floor upon the deposite question, ha 
no objection. 

Mr. WILKINS not objecting, Mr. WEBSTER 


| gave notice that heshould, on Monday, at an early 


hour, move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. MANGUM, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
; Fruway, February 7, 1834. 
Mr. C. P. WHITE submitted the following 
resolution; which lies one day on the table: 
Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be printed, for 
the use of this House, one thousand additional 
copies of the rules and regulations for the gov- 


| ernment of the Navy, as communicated to Con- 
| io by the President on the 23d of December, 
| 1833. 


On motion of Mr. BLAIR, of South.Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding a suitable building in the city of Charleston 


| in which to hold the Federal Court for the district 
| of Scuth Carolina, and of allowing a salary to the 


district attorney. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending to parties in suits commenced in the circuit 
court of the United States, where rights claimed 
under patents issued under the laws of the United 
States shall come in question, the right to a writ 
of error, or an appeal when the amount in contro- 
versy, or the judgment recorded in said court, shall 
exceed $500. 


The SPEAKER communicated to the House 


z the annual report of, the commissi 
chanics, and laborers of the Second Ward in the | P sioners, of the 


sinking fund; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. ` l 

Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Bull; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. POLK, from the same committee, reported 
a bill exempting from duty a quantity of iron to 
be imported by Mr. Lamar, of Georgia, for the 
purpose of making the experiment of an iron 
steamboat. $ 


The bill was twice read, and, 

On motion of Mr. POLK, ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the select committee on 
the militia, reported a resolution referring to that 
committee the militia returns for the last year, 
transmitted tothe House from the President of the 
United States. ` * 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. ĈmiLToN to appoint a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provişions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794; and the amendment to it by Mr. Bourn, 
to appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the com- 
munity, and how.far it ought to be abolished or 
repealed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, continued 
his remarks on the subject—arguing the imprac- 
ticability of appropriating any fund, or any part 
of the revenues of the United States to the pur- 
pose specified in the resolution of the gentleman 
from Kentucky. To prove this, he entered into 
a statistical survey of the revenue, as stated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury in his message this 
session—remarking on that part of it which dep- 
recates any unnecessary appropriation of the 
surplus funds of the past year, as it was appre- 
hended that the receipts would be less for the year 
1834 than for 1833. He also remarked on the 
phrase of the Secretary that ‘‘ no serious diminu- 
tion is, however, apprehended.” Mr. C. thinks 
that if the present pecuniary pressure prevails 
longer, it will have the effect of leaving merchants 
in such an embarrassed condition that they would 
have no facilities to make purchases, nor to send 
to Europe for merchandize, whereon revenue may 
be raised. What money they may possess, they 
will in all probability lay out in internal manage- 
ment, considering the adventitious value which 
money must have, from the pressure on monetary 
concerns. ‘This wil! therefore produce a sensible 
diminution in the revenue, which will fall short of 
the receipts contemplated by the Secretary of the’ 
Treasury, fifteen millions receipts of duties, and 
three millions from public lands. Indeed, if the 
distress is continued, if some safety or stability is 
not given to the currency of the country, it will 
be immaterial where the public deposites shall be 
placed. 

With regard to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, concerning an inquiry into the 
moral effect of the pension system; frauds, im- 
position, and false swearing, undoubtedly exist in 
the enlargement of the pension rolls, owing to the 
cupidity or thelove of money of many who may 
be indigent or indolent. That the pension laws 
should have produced fraud and falsehood was to 
be expected or apprehended; not merely in the 
persons who may be more immediately benefited 
by the fraud, but even by others who may be 
instrumental in the imposition, by giving their 
testimony; for such is the infirmity of human 
nature, that the fading memory of the veterans may 
unwillingly or unknowingly falsify the circum- 
stances which they testify. The number of names 
at present on the pension roll proves that fraud of 
an extensive kind must necessarily exist. Accord- 
ing to censuses taken, [which the gentleman 
quoted,] the whole number of persons in the Uni- 
ted States, between the ages of 70 and 80, were 
in one instance 50,000; and in another (the last 
census) 57,000. Now, making the proper draw- 
backs on this number for persons-who could not 
possibly have been in the war—such as emigrants, 
&c.—the reasonable number remaining of persons 
over the age of 70, who might be supposed to 
have been engaged as soldiers in the revolutionary 
war, would be only about 12,000. Yet are there 
now 47,000 pensioners onthe public bounty. An 
inquiry into such a state of things is evidently 
required. He thinks that the Secretary of War 
ought to be required to make some investigation 
into these impositions on the pension roll, and 
have them rectified. 

Mr. WILDE rose to make a suggestion to bring 
this discussion to a definite termination ag soon as 
possible. The business of the House is impeded 
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by these preliminary discussions on presenting 
petitions or resolutions, which will receive all the 
consideration due to them from the committees to 
which they may be referred, particularly all re- 
garding an inguiry. 

The hour allotted for morning business had 
expired. 


THE HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House, on motion of Mr. POLK, sus- 
pended the rule by which this day is set apart for 
the congideration of private bills, in order to take 
up the bill making appropriation, in part, for the 
service of Government for 1834— 

Ayes 104, noes 44. 

Mr. WILDE inquired the state of the ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER informed him, as he believed 
he was not in the House at the time, that he took 
the first opportunity to correct the decision given 
by him, to say that this motion, submitted by the 
honorable member from Georgia—for the Hause 
to recede from its disagreement to the amendment 
that was made to the bill by the Senate—was in 
order, ` 

Mr. WILDE then inquired" whether, under 
these circumstances, the motion to recede would 
be reinstated in the position. it was when pro- 
nounced by the Chair in error to be out of order? 

The SPEAKER informed him that if the mo- 
- tion to reconsider the vote, by which the House 
had refused to concur with the vote of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole prevailed, his motion to 
recede would be in the same situation for him to 
effect his object. 

A desultory discussion upon a point of order, 
of no interest out of the House, arose, in which 
Messrs. J. Q. ADAMS, WAYNE, HARDIN, 
MILLER, and EVERETT, of Vermont, partici- 

ated. 

p After which, 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion to 
reconsider took precedence of any other motion, 
and after which the motion to recede was in 
order. | 

Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to reconsider; which were ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
it was decided in the negative—yeus 103, nays 
115. 

Mr. WILDE then moved that the House do 
now recede from their disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. POLK regretted the difficulty, he said, in 
which the House was placed in regard to this bill. 
An attempt had been made to effect a compromise 
by the committee of conference, but the [louse 
had rejected their proposition. But as another 
conference was in order,andasit was now under- 
stood what was the objectionable matter in the 
compromise which had been rejected, he had risen 
to move a new conference with the Senate. 

The SPEAKER explained the state of the 
question. The rejection of the proposition of the 
committee of conference left the question pre- 
cisely as it was before the conference was ordered., 


The House had the choice of three alternatives: |: 


first, they could recede, in which case the amend- 
ment of the Senate would be agreed to, and the 
bill passed. The motion to recede had the pref- 
erence of the two other motions. If the [louse 


refuse to recede, they may ask a conference with |! 


a view to a compromise; or the House may adhere 
to their disagreement, which will be tantamount to 
a rejection of the bill. _ . 

Mr. POLK regarded the principle on which the 
House had, in the first place, refused to recede, as 
one which he could not yield. He should vote 
against receding, and, in giving that vote, he should 
insist only upon the precedents established by 
Congress. If the motion to recede was lost, he 
should propose a new conference, which he hoped 
would result ina compromise. The committee of 
the Senate, in the concession which they made, 
manifested a disposition to settle the matter, with a 


1l 
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similar disposition by the committee on the part 


of the House. 

_ Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, stated the con- 
siderations which would influence his vote. Ie 
| believed that it was never the intention that any 
but incidental expenses should be paid without an 
appropriation by law, and in this belief he found 
that he was supported by the earliest acts of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. WILDE spoke in favor of his motion to 
recede. Appropriation bills were, he said, in- 
tended for objects previously authorized by law, 
and it was highly important that every item in an 
appropriation bill should be, as nearly as possible, 
indisputable. By putting into this bill matter 
which, if proper in a distinct bill, was improper 
here, we had got into this difficulty, He was in 
favor of the proposition of the conferees, to in- 
crease the library. appropriation; but the easiest 
way of getting out of the difficulty was to recede, 
and to leave the matter of restricting the two 
| Houses in the use of their contingent fund, if it 
was deemed so very important, to be provided for 
in an express bill. 

He deprecated the want of confidence insinuated 
in the objectionable clause against the Senate, and 
considered it improper that greater restrictions 
should be placed on Congress, in the matter of 
j expense, than had been done in the other depart- 
| ments of Government. 

Mr. BROWN would vote against the motion to 
recede, because it was still open to conference. 

Mr. HARDIN thinks it a mark of courtesy to 
| submit to partial amendments made ina bill by the 
Senate, particularly such an amendment, of that 
trifling nature, which has been made the subject 
of so much minute discussion. The privilege of 
printing, conceded to the Senate, is to disseminate 
| authentic information on every topic of political 
| importance. {tis immaterial whether books com- 
posed of documents of former years be ordered, or 
whether an order be given for printing documents 
relative to the present year. To order printing, 
merely incurs a debt, not makes an appropriation. 
The spirit of concession, and the advantages of 
| free orders for printing useful documents, ought to 
have prevented the introduction of the restrictive 
| clause, or to have erased it, when discovered to be 
obnoxious. 

Mr. FOOT thought nothing very material was 
embodied in the appropriation bill as to render it. 
of such importance as it appears to be in the eyes 
| of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. The bill cannot reach the evil it is in- 
tended to obviate, nor can the remedy reach the 


‘restricting Congress from purchasing books, be 


| priation bill which is ineffectual. 
\ Mr. TURRILL thinks the restriction useful. If 
| orders are made for books, a demand will be made 
| on the contingent appropriation to such an extent 
| that the regular printing, nor the appointed clerks, 
| &c.,of Congress, will receive their salaries: another 
| appropriation must therefore be made. Every 
| appropriation should havea specific object, and 
| no demand should be tolerated on it, but for the 
| purposes distinctly specified. i 

| Mr. HAWES thinks the House the proper 
| guardian of the treasury of the people, and respon- 
i sible for its proper expenditure. He would not 
consent to any compromise of its dignity, nor 
| admit thet the Senate should make demands at 
| pleasure on the Treasury. 

|” Mr. LYTLE referred to the provisions of the 
bill, and contended that, as the House had atall 
times the power to review any appropriations made 
by it, it was absurd, unworthy, and undignified 
for them not to recede. 


money was of compafatively sma} importance in- 
competition with the principle that was involved, 
which was, in effect, whether the House would 
| yield to the Senate the contro! vested in them by 
the Constitution over the purse of the nation. He 


| disease.e Let a law, founded on the principle of | 


| reported, but let it not be appended to an appro- 


Mr. BYNUM contended that the quantum of | 


had. voted for the original proposition, that onè 
House might be, as was contemplated by the fra- 
| mers of the Constitution, a check upon the other. 
If it was not adopted, the result might produce a 
contest for power between the two Houses at the 
expense of the nation, and he trusted that the 
majority,.who supported the bill as it went from 
the House, would continueto support a principle 
which was sacred to the welfare of the nation. 

Mr. BAYLIES said he was as well disposed to 
contend, upon every proper occasion, for the dig- 
nity of the House as any other member, but he. 
believed there was some misapprehension about 
the bill itself. He had examined it, and believed 
that the Senate could not appropriate any of the 
money voted by the bill to improper purposes; it 
wa said that they might doso but the bill restricted 
them. 

Mr. MILLER would-not have obtruded him- 
self but that he wished to free himself from a charge 
of inconsistency, in now voting to recede, which he 
had previously opposed. He had, since that, èx- 
amined thé bill, and discovered that the principle 
for which he was contending was retained as fully 
in thé bill as before; for the restriction as to the 
printing clause secured that object, and it would be 
in the power of the House, if the Senate expended 
their money improperly, and should ask for more, 
| to withhold it. He confessed, if he had been.a 
Senator, he would have stood out for their amend- 
| ment, and he especially supported it, because it 
| gave to the House the same privilege which it 
| gave them. 
| Mr. WHITTLESEY expressed his wish that 
the question might be taken, that the House might 
| proceed to the consideration of private bills. 

i Mr. MANN, of New York, called for the yeaa 
| and nays; which were ordered. 

The House then receded from their disagree- 
ment by the following vote— i 

Yeas 111, nays 104. 

So the bill was thereby passed, with the amend- 
ment made by the Senate. 

Several engrossed Sills were read a third time, 
| and passed. i 

The following bills were ordered to be en- 
| grossed: . 

A bill for the location of lands in the Territory 
| of Arkansas; and 

A bill in reference to preémption rights. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meeton Monday next. An 
objection being made, Mr. WAYNE moved to 
| suspend the rule, in order that the motion to ad- 
journ over to Monday might be made. The mo- 
tion was lost, two thirds not voting in the affirm- 
ative. i 

A bill for the relief of Arnold Henry Dorman, 
after some discussion, was postponed. On motion 
of adjournment, 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Frmay, February 7, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, the resolution offered 
by him some time ago, extending the time for pay- 
| ing revenue bonds, in order to afford the commer- 
| cial community relief, was taken up. 
|. Mr. C. proposed an inquiry into this subject 
‘only; and when the accents of distress were reach- 
i ing us from every quarter, it was due to the peo- 
' ple that every practicable effort should be made to 
i give relief; and he was particularly desirous that it 
į should come from the Senate, and that the Senate 
| should apply all its constitutional powers to that 
ren When the resolution was first offered, the 
fact of the distress was not-admitted. Its univer- 
isality and severity was not now denied. While 
| he-was up, he would offer a few remarks in refer- 
| ence to an observation made by the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania [Mr. Winxins] a few days since. 
| He then stated a fact, which, if he were now pres 
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sent, Mr. C. was sure he would cor A 
that he was surprised to find the State stock ot 


Ohio selling at 115, à l 
was at 100 or 102. Mr. C. was himself surprised 
at the fact, as he supposed it was when it was 
stated, but he thought it was correct. Upon the 
assumption of its truth, the gentleman insinuated 
that it was owing to a combination between the 
Bank of the United States and the brokers, with 
a view of producing effect upon the Pennsylvania 
Legislature, and thus reach Washington. Now, 
what must be the surprise of the Senate, when he 
told them the truth of the fact. The truth is, the 
stock of Pennsylvania selling at 102, was bearing 
an interest of five per cent., while that of Ohio 
bore an interest of six per cent. Any one might 
make a calculation showing that the five percents. 
being less in the market, the stock of Pennsyl- 
‘vania was really the highest. Yet the member 
threw out the insinuation against the bank on 
these grounds. He thought the gentleman owed 
it to himself, to his constituents, to justice and to 
truth, to rectify the mistake, and to retract the 
injustiee he had done. Scarcely a day passed that 
he did not hear of distress prevailing in Pennsyl- 
vania. It was only this morning he had received 
a letter from Pittsburg on this subject, which he 
begged leave to read. [Mr. C. here read the 
letter.] This letter was from a man in Pittsburg, 
than whom there was no one more respectable, 
and few more opulent. X 
He proposed the resolution with a view to a 
specific inquiry, ‘and he hoped that it would be 
adopted. 
Mr. KANE, The historian of Charles the Fifth 
of Spain, among the achievements of that eventful 
reign, has recorded the fact that that monarch 
made the Pope of Rome his prisoner, and whilst 
Charles held down upon him the serews of a rigid 
captivity, and at a moment when a wink of his 
eye or a shake of his finger would have given free- 
dom to his captive, he coolly turned around, and 
directed all the priests of his extensive dominions 
to offer up their prayers to Heaven for thespeedy 
restoration of the Holy Father to freedom. Such, 
said Mr. K., is the course of the Bank of the 
United States. The doctrines recently promulged 
here, show us that the control of the currency is in 
the hands of that institution, that she may flood 
the country with her notes to any extent not for- 
bidden by ‘the charter, and that there is no power 
in the State to prevent her from withdrawing it as 
suddenly and as entirely as she pleases. The 
Government deposites may be restrained by the 
hank, for the purpose either of enabling it to en- 
large its accommodations, or for the object of with- 
drawing so much of this currency from circulation, 
neither to be issued by itself nor any other bank. 
This is undoubtedly true, if the Secretary of the 
Treasury has no other power over the deposites 
than that allowed to it by the report of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. If the deposites can be with- 
drawn by the Secretary, only in cases where he 
deems them unsafe, or when the bank refuses to 
the Governnient the necessary facilities for trans- 
ferring the public funds, how is the bank to be 


compelled to relieve the wants of the country to | 


the’ extent which the deposites may authorize? 
Not by scire facias, nor by any judicial process, 
because such refusal presents no violation of the 
terms of the charter. The Government cannot 
reach the conduct of that institution in any other 
mode than through the agency of courts and juries, 
and if the Secretary does not hold in his hands the 
corrective, the greatand sovereign right to regulate 
the currency, so indispensable to the freedom of 
the country, and to the security of all private prop- 


rect. It was, |! 


? 


while that of Pennsylvania | 


| diction of Congress, and the applications of our 
| fellow-citizens for relief should be addressed to the 
i directors and stockholders of the bank, to con- 
; vince them that they consult their own interests 
i by making peace. a r 

Now, the course the Administration felt them- 
i selves authorized to take might be-gleaned from 
ji what had been said by the gentleman from New 
|! York, (Mr. WrienT,] and that appeared to be to 


| do nothing on this subject. There was no relief 
|! to be expected from that quarter, because it was 
| said that the question of restoring the deposites 
į was connected with the question of the recharter 
| of the present bank, or the establishment of another 
‘in its place. 
| as one side had laid it down—and what had been 
| done by those Senators who had talked the most, 
| the longest, and the loudest? é l 
i been six weeks in discussing a question which 
cannot, let it be decided one way or the other, 
| effect anything. It would settle nothing. The 
| subject had been referred to the Committee on 
! Finance, who had made a report on it; and what 
| did it propose? Precisely what we have been 
i talking about for the last six weeks; it stated that 
i the reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
i| the removal of the deposites were not sufficient. 
The report did not go into any reasons to show 
| why the deposites should be restored, nor did it 
| look into the effect of a restoration of the depos- 
| ites. Thecommittee had abstained from express- 
ii ing an opinion as to whether a restoration would 
ii or would not effect relief. The Senate, then, had 
| been discussing a subject which would eventuate 
| in nothing—had been debating a mere abstract 
i proposition. 


i 
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i 


| Mr. K. attributed a want of confidence on the part 
i ofthecommunity, in a great degree, to the language 
| that had been used by Senators in speaking of 
li distress. To show that what was said in this body 
|, had made an impression on the public mind, he 
|i needed only to refer to the memorial which had 
| been just presented by the gentleman from New 
| York; it was almost a copy of the language that 
|| had been used here. If the people were to be told 
! that the powers of the Government had been 
|| usurped—that the President was a tyrant—that 
|i the sword and the purse were united in the same 
hand, and that dreadful consequences were likely 
to grow out of this single act of the Secretary of 
|i the Treasury—why, it would be most extraordi- 
f nary, indeed, if these assertions did not make 
|| some impression on the public mind. 
li. Members of Congress must have had less weight 
|| in the community than they deserved, if somebody 
|| could not be found who would believe what they 


{ 
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‘| said. Here, said Mr. K.,in this Chamber, where | 


i the vestal lamp should be always lighted, where 
l] the oil should be pressed from the leaf of jhe olive 
i and poured upon the troubled waters, is the vol- 
|! cano from whence is thrown, all over the country, 
|f the material which alarms our fellow-citizens. 
f Theremedy which had been proposed for the pres- 
|i ent distress, by the resolution of the Senator from 
ii Kentucky, was to extend credit to the merchants 
i upon their duty bonds. This he considered as a 
i; partial relief, and it did not reach the whole object. 


$ 


| 
|i 


i of men, not only to the disregard of all others, but 
j to the positive injury of all others. It was a ques- 
|| tion whether there should be any deposites at all 
:| in any bank. The importers having credits ex- 


| tended, will be relieved, and all other classes of |: cue from no man, however deeply he might be im- 
i| men will be deprived of the advantages of the i: planted in the affections of the people. 


erty, belongs to the bank, and the Government | deposites in any bank, State or Federal. Would it 


itself is made to contribute to the distresses of iti! 


own citizens whenever the bank may choose to 
withhold from circulation the public deposites. 
That some parts of the country are now in à con- 
dition of great embarrassment, I have no right to 
deny, because the evidences of it unon the table 
are numerous and conclusive, 
the deposites cannot be the cause, unless by that 


operation the amount of the means of banking | 


accommodation, both State and Federal, has been 
diminished, It may have been the means of ex- 
citing the bad passions of boards of divectora, and 
thus of dissocializing the Federaland State banks, 
The correction for this evil is not wẹhin the juris- 


The withdrawal of ; 


i| be said that because relief was thus afforded, i 
a 

|! 

ji tradesmen, farmers, and manufacturers? 

|| answer to that suggestion is, that you relieve the 
i importers by law, and leave the rest of the commu- 
{| nity to be dealt with by them according to their 
i! tender mercies. Why should gentlemeh select 
‘| Importers in preference to any other class? Be- 
-cause Senators say wedo not know how it is in 


|| our power to relieve others. And has tie Constitu- 
Flave these men su- | 
i 


i tion drawn this distincion? 
|| perior claims upon the public indulgence? Why 


{| Str, were we not told over and over again, during 
ii the tariff discussions, that to a very great extent 


Here, then, was the course, as far ; 


The Senate had | 
| That was the nom de guerre of the ** Conatitunon.”” 
! Was it intended to be intimated that the Bank of 
: the United States was to be regarded as the Con- 


| would be extended in consequence to all others— | 
The | 


LOBE. 


|! 
i! 


| 
| 


Gentlemen did not propose any relief, but took |, 
|i occasion to find fault with the Administration. | 
: They said there is distress, but said nothing else. |: 
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; would go to the fountain head—the people. 
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the importers were foreign agents, who could un- 
dersell the regular trader, and that auction enles, 
so much encouraged Ly them, were Gestructive to 
manufactures? 

He was perfectly willing, for one, when any 
measure should be proposed which in his judg- 


i meni would relieve all clusses from the present 


stãe of embarrassment, to give it his support— 


: bat not by restoring the deposites, by rechartering 
: the bank, or by establishing a new bank. 


lt seemed, according to the views of some gen- 
tlemen, that there was no plap in the world that 
could be adopted to rid us of our difficulties, but 


` by establishing a bank—there was uo living with- 
‘ out a Bank of the United States. It had been said 
| by one gentleman, that the people, after trying the 


State banks, which he cailed bark canoes, would 
call for Old Ironsides again. Old Ironsides, indeed ! 


stitution, to which everything was to be confided ? 
And who, he asked, is Old Ironsides to be com- 
manded by? The gallant commodore who had 


, spread her name and fame every where nil over the 
: world? or by the patriotic chief now at the head of 


our effairs? No, sir! She was to be commanded. 


! by Nicholas Biddle, president of the Bank of the 
: United States. Let the bank hold on to the motto, 
| Ne sutor ultra crepidam, and let president-making 
alona. Letitloan all the money it can with safety, 
; and make all the profit it can for the steckholders. 
: That is its duty. 


Mr. K. concluded by repeating his intention to 
vote for any measure that would have the etfect of 


' general relief. | 


Mr. WILKINS having resumed his seat during 
the previous discussion, said that he had been in- 
formed by the gentleman from Kentucky, that in 


‘ the remarks he had just made, and while he (Mr 
: W.) was not in his seat, he had referred to a state- 
; ment made by him, in relation to the prices of 


Pennsylvania and Ohio State stocks in Philadel- 


: phia, and presumed he (Mr. W .) would make the 
: correction on the authority of letters, &c., received 


by the gentleman. He was glad the call had been 
made on him—he had been waiting for it. It was 
not his duty to introduce the subject, because it 


i might be thought it was an acknowledgment ef his 
i error. 


Tt was no error. He said he took it from 
a newspaper publication—he had no corresp ord- 
ence in Philadelphia on the sutject. The prices of 
stocks were always published in the newspapers; 


|; and he stated upon such an authority that Penn- 


syivania State stock, bearing an interest of five per 
cent., and redeemable in 1850, was at Hil or 109, 
while that of Ohio, redeemable at the same peried, 
and bearing the same interest, stood at 110 and 112. 
He referred to the quotation in a newspaper, the 
American Sentinel, dated January 24, 1834. (Mr. 
W. read the statement.] He was not responsible 
for the correctness of the editor of the paper. Did 
he need anything further, then, to bear him out? 


: If it was an error, he was at a loss to know how 
: it occurred. 
` table, for gentlemen to refer to if they pleased. So 
: much for this. 
‘ing, the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Pein- 


te would jay the statement on the 
‘he other day, and also this morn- 


DEXTER] referred to him as speaking by authority. 


f e ` That wasa significant phrase, and bore a well- 
it was a partial measure for the relief of one class |' 


known meaning here. He did spesk by authority; 


: but it was an authority within his own bosom. 


It was an authority proceeding from his conviction 


: Of the rights and interests of hia fellow-citizers, 


and upon his own best judgment. Ee took his 


In oll his 


life, he never had one word of private or confiden- 


tial communication on any bill cr subiect, pubic 
or private, with the President. Hhehad never in 
his life seen Generu] Jackson alore. He was m- 


: dependent of him and of every other consideration 


except what bore upon the best interesta of his 
fellow-citizens. When he held conferences, he 
He 
did not allude to any executive measure, hut only 
as to his own impression that the people would 
adapt themselves to any conditien which might 
result from this state of things. The gentleman’ 
had a very favorite word bere: it wasthe word pet. 
Now he presumed he used it in ita family signifi- 
cation—he had his pet, but that was only one— 


1834. 


L 
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But the distress of his constituents had been | 
brought into view. He stated his belief, the other | 


day, in the absence of distress in his neighborhood. 
He left home the latter end of November; all was 


then calm and tranquil at Pittsburg, and yet the | 
bank commenced its curtailments on the first of | 


August preceding, and broke up the domestic ex- 


changes on 13th August. The high prices of prop- | 
erty in Pittsburg were not affected; there were no | 
Since then he had received } 
many letters breathing complaints, and this morn- | 


complaints before. 


ing two others, uttering threats which were a dis- 
grace to the writers, He had been told by gentle- 


men, now within the range of his voice, that there |! 


would be serious distress in Pittsburg. He told 
them that it was strange it never had been commu- 


nicated to him, till his declarations here on the sub- | 


ject went home. The question rested between his 
constituents and himseli’; he admitted they were in 
difficulties, but the difference between tnem was 
as to the source of the real cause of the evil. He 


told them they saw the removal of the deposites, | 


and they fesi the pressure, and they ascribed it to 
the action of the Government. 
might beother and secret causes forit. Now, they 
were not aware that between the month of Novem- 
ber last, and the 13th of January, the bank cur- 
tailed its accommodations half a million; they 


He told them there | 
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were not aware of the amount abstracted from | 


circulation in that time. He had a word to say 


respecting the relation which the bank stood at: 
this moment to the State of Pennsybvania, [twas | 


well known that the Messrs. Allen, brokers in 


` Philadelphia, took the late State Juans to the | 


amount of three millions, an operation which in 
volved them deeply and compelled them to throw 


up a portion of the stock, and in conseqnerce of | 


this the Governor proposed to borrow +360 000 


i France is a consolidated empire, having a char- 


The stock was taken by four Pennsylvania banks: | 


twoin Philadelphia, and two inthe county. Now, 
when it was necessary for Pennsylvania to bor- 
row large sums of money on her own vast resour- 
ces, what was the conduct of the United States 
Bank? Theability of the State to borrow depended 
upon the banks located in Philadelphia. The State 


banks are required by their charters to loan the | 


State five per cent. on their capital when required, 


and to pay into the State treasury a certain com- ; 
Standing as they now | 
do, their capacity to loan depends entirely on the | 
course of the United States Bank, because it is | 
able to control the State banks; thev live, as the | 
directors say, only atthe mercy ofthe United States | 
Whether | 
the State can obtain loans, therefore, depends upor |: 
a bank which fs capable of holding such language | 
as, * we will cripple you the moment you allow | 


mission on their dividends, 


Bank; itcan annihilate them ata blow, 


the Legislature to pass resolutions against us.” 
As much had been said of domestic exchanges, 
Mr. W. referred to the letter of Mr. Crawford, 
dated 3.4 July, 1817, showing that even theattempt, 
en the part of the bank, to deal in dom:stic ex- 
changes, with a view to profit, and not for the 
benefit of the commercial community, was repro- 
bated by him, and that in. such an event, the Pres 


dent and Secretary would have no other alterna- | 


tive left but to exercise the conservative power, 
reserved in the charter, of removing the deposites. 

Mr. SILSBEE earestly hoped the resolution 
would pass. The distress was not now to be 
doubted. We had heard it from gentlemen who 
were most likely to know. He thought when 
creditors of all classes were granting indulgence to 


their debtors, the Government ought to be equally | 


lenient to theirs, 


Mr. BLACK said he had no objection to the || 
resolution; but he had no idea that any benefit : 


could grow out of it. He thought that specific 
relief could not be extended, but that the distress 
could only be alleviated by the bank itself. The 
bank was a fiseal agent, having two duties to per 
form: the one to the Government, the other to th 
country. As respected its duty to the Govern- 
ment, the bank was absolved from that by the 
removal of the deposites; butits other duties to the 
communiiy were still binding. Jt was a corpora- 
tion designed to facilitate the business of the cum- 


e 


li dium of State banks for conveying funds to the 


grant relief as far as was in their power. 
would not say to what extent they could go. They 
ougat, however, to go as far as they couid; and if 
| the bank should proceed in a way which indicated 
a wish to force a recharter, there were those who 
would recollect it. As to his opinions of a Bank 
-of the United States, he thought he ought now to 
| express them. There were bat two courses that 
could be pursued to attain a sound currency. One 
| was by means of a National bank, and the other 
by State banks. As to a metallic currency, he had 
thrown that out of the question; there was no prin- 
ciple upon which it could be founded, and there 
was no power in Congress to secure it. Suppose 
j we should throw out of circulation the paper of 
the National bank, it must be followed by issues 
from the State banks, and this must throw specie 
almost entirely out of circulation. Look to the 
Corporation: of this city—ihey issue small notes, 
and tie metallic currency in Washington is driven | 
out of circalation—it has almost disappeared. And | 
it must necessarily beso, There was no power in | 
Congress to resirain the issues of State banks or 
control the currency, except by a National bank. 
The instance given- by the gentieman from Vir- 
ginig, (Mr. Rives,} of the success of the metallic 
currency in France, is in no way analogous. 


tered national bank; there the Government has 
the same power in one part of the kingdom as in | 
another, und therefore it has the whole control of | 
the currency. This General Government does 
uot possess these means, through any laws, al- 
i ready made or which it is in their power to make. 
| We have, then, only two choices: the one is the 
currency of a national bank, the other the cur- 
rency of bills issuing from State banks. The great 
extent to which the bills of State banks may be, 
and are counterfeited, is a great evil. How wasa 


bills of banks in Maine? He would not know 
there was such a bank as the notein his hand pur- | 


Another evil consequence resulting from such a | 
currency is the overissues of the State paper, 
producing an alternate rise and depreciation in 
the price of property: this must inevitably bring 
| distress on the community. Another destructive 
| effect on his State, alluded to by his colleague, 
| [Mr. Porxoexrer,} was, that it must render the 
valley of the Mississippi tributary to New York. | 
How can facilities be furnished through the me- 


| eastern cities? Every Siate in the West must 
rave funds to the amount of at least halfa million 
tollars in the eastern cities te carry om their busi- 
ness. Ifa merchant in the West takes bills on to | 
the East from his own banks, the brokers may 
fix their own rates of exchange, and the holders 
could force no ether terms than they chose to dic- 
tate; and there was not much favor to be found in 
their lenity.. He, therefore, preferred the present 
system. 

Mr. POINDEXTER then rose and addressed 
i the Senate at length in sappoitof the resolution. 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, rose and said that the | 


man in Mississippi to know the genuineness of || 


ported to issue from, much less its genuineness, |! 


himself. i 

Mr. WILKINS having expressed his willing 
ness that Mr. K. should proceed, Mr. K. cons 
tinued— 

I do not sufficiently disagree, Mr. President, 
with several gentlemen who have addressed the 
Senate upon these resolutions, (either directly or 
incidentally,) to feel myself: called on to pay any 
particular attention to their remarks. He shovttd 
| (he said) himself vote for the resolution, but he 
dissented from some of the reasons given by gen- 
| tlemen for their support of it; and he deemed it ef 
the first importance in the present condition of the 
| country that we should not only act advisedly, 
i but endeavor to give reasons for our acts that. 
would be respected by the community to which 
they were addresed. 

Mr. K. said he weuld mainly direct the few re- 
marks he intended to make to the observations of 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi on the low 
prices of our articles of export, and the causes of 
their depression, This wasa subject in which the - 
| South was particularly interested, and for that rea- 
son the honorable Senator from Mississippi had 
| given it particular notice. 

1 do not profess, Mr. President, (said Mr. K.,) 
to be very intimately acquainted with the nature 
of commercial operations.. 1 have bestowed. but 
few thoughts in the course of my life on this sub- 
ject, and am, perhaps, still Jess familiar with the 
| usual influence of a deranged and fluctuating 
; currency upon the commercial interests of the 
| country. But, sir, (said he,) with my unlearned 
notions upon these subjects, the views of some 
i gentlemen have been so exceedingly wild, or, at 
least to me so unsatisfactory, that I hope I may 
i not be charged with presumption, or even with 
| affording evidence of a degree of confidence in my 
; Own opinions which I do not feel, if I should at- 
tempt very briefly to explain why it isthat I differ 
| so widely in my views with other gentlemen who 
| have preceded me inthe discussion, __ 

The honorable Senator from Mississippi had 
contended, if he understood him, that the present 
low price of cotton was to beattributed to the de- 
rangement of the currency, and the inequality. and 
depression of exchanges, which produce a want 
of fair relation between the home and foreign 
| market, ali of which was to be attributed. to the 
removal of the deposites. Here Mr. K. turned to 
Mr. P., and said that he had taken no notes, and 
| being suddenly called up in the debate, he might, 
possibly, not recollect accurately some of the 
| positions of the honorable Senator, and he hoped 
if he should misstate his arguments, that he (Mr. 
P.) would take the liberiy of correcting him, Mr, 
P. bowing assent, Mr. K. proceeded: 

Sir, (said Mr. K.,) that the home price of an 
rticle of export, in which the speculator usually 
eals for cash, and ships toa foreign market, Which 
eing the market of its greatest consumption, con- 
fessedly regulates its price in ali parts of the world 
where itis produced; or, (to take the other branch 
of the preposition,) that. the relation between the 
hore price of an article of export and the price of 
ihe same article in such foreign market, should he 
materially influenced by the derangement of the 
| currency, the fluctuations of the currency, the in- 
equality in domestic exchanges, or (what seems 
i most relied on) the want of confidence and. the 
want of credit in this country—seemed to him to be 
| doing violence to all just reasoning upon the sub- 
| ject, and to be marked with a total disregard of the 
| most obvious laws of trade, and the plainest prin- 


la 
id 
Ib 
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reminded him that, shortly after the resolations | 
| were introduced, he had made an effort to say a 
| few words upon one branch of the question raised 
by them, and to which the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi had professed mainly in his first speech 
o direct his attention. He then failed to get the 
floor, and had abandoned all idea of addressing the 
Senate upon the subject. He said, however, as 
the subject had been revived, he would like still to ; 
make a few remarks, but in doing so, that he might | 


i 
i ` 
I| sudden arrival of the debate on these resolutions 
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| ciples of commerce. ; 
| Sir, (said Mr. K.,) whatrenders this assumption 
| the more extraordinary, is the admission on all 


ij hands that the country has never been so full of 


| capital as it isat this time. Yes, said Mr. K., all 
| accounts Í have seen recently from the Atlantic 
| cities concur in proving that there has rarely been 
i such an accumulaiion of private deposiies in the 
! banks of the Atlantic cities, and especially in New 
i York, as there was atthe date of the last accounts. 
| Of money and currency in the country, then, there 


not interfere with the privileges of the gentleman |) was a plethoric abundance, and that, too, not alone 
who had the floor upon the special order of the “ belonging to the banking institutions, and subject 
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to their control, but belonging to individuals, and | 
which, by a law common to speculating men, they 
would always invest whenever they could honor- 
ably expect a profitable return. But, nothwith- 
standing this admitted abundance of capital in the 
country, it is said ‘there is a want of confidence 
and a want of credit,” and ‘hence the low prices 
of our articles of export.” Sir, said Mr. K., you 
might as well say, ‘‘ hence the low condition of the 
western waters” during the fall of 1833.. What, 
said Mr. K., has a want of confidence or a want 
of credit in this country to do with the matter? The 
capital is now idle in the hands of individuals, and 
the capitalist who has money unemployed wants 
neither confidence nor credit. He has money, and 
always wishes to employ it profitably, when in- 
vited by a market that offers a large profit, Why, 
said Mr. K., 80 far from the position of gentlemen 
being true, it may be safely assumed that if every 
dollar of currency were *‘by one fell swoop” 
stricken from the face of the earth, within the limits 
of the planting States; yes, from the Potomac to 
the Sabine, unless it were driven beyond the con- 
fines of the commercial world, and its circulation 
forcibly prevented—the influence of such a local 
disaster to the currency on the price of cotton in 
the planting States would be merely temporary. 

What, said Mr. K., plenty of capital in the coun- 

try at the command of individuals unemployed, and 

a tempting foreign market before them, offering, it 

is said, large profits, and yet the capital will not 

_ circulate inthe purchase of it! Why, said Mr. K., 

_ you might as well expect to stop the flow and cir- 
culation of the blood to the heart of the animal 
during the continuance of respiration, as to stop 
the flow and circulation of currency to those points 
where it can be most profitably employed. 

But an attempt has been made, (said Mr. K.,) 
to account for the fall of cotton by the loss on 
exchanges. ‘To attempt anything like a lucid ex- 

` position of the nature and operation of exchanges, 
(said Mr. K.,) would require both detail and 
time; and he was disposed to save himself the 
trouble of the one, and the Senate the consump- 
tion of the other, But a few remarks would dis- 
pose of this part of the subject, The gentleman 
from Mississippi had said (if he understood him) 
that, as one of the effects of the removal of the 
deposites, foreign exchanges had fallen, and do- 
mestic exchanges had risen; or rather, that the 
premium on foreign bills had fallen, and the dis- 
counts on inland bills had risen, which, thus ex- 
plained, seemed to assert a depression in both 
species of exchange, as the effect in both cases 
was to reduce the proceeds of the bill in the hands 
of the seller. 

If (continued Mr. K.,) the honorable Senator in- 
tended to assert that domestic exchange has been 
unusually high or unequal during the fall of 1833, 
he must insist that the honorable Senator was— 
unintentionally, of course—mistaken in point of 
fact. Mr. K. stated that he lived in a central city, 
about equi-distant between this and New Orleans; 
and mentioned some facts, and referred generally 
to the exchange tables, as found in the southern 
papers, to prove that, from the city of his res- 
idence, exchange north and south, hed rarely, if | 
ever, been lower than since the removal of the 
deposites. What it was at New York or New | 
Orleans, he knew not. But if it were as stated 
by the Senator from Mississippi, when last up, 
greatly against New Orleans, he could only say, 
what the Senator and all others must readily per- 
ceive, that the effect was in direct hostility to the 
proposition which this fact was brought forward 
to sustain. If Louisiana bank bills were ten or 
twelve per cent. discount in New York, as had 
been stated, and exchange were so heavily against 
New Orleans, the inevitable effect must be to 
transfer capital from New York to New Orleans, 
for the purchase of cotton. When speculators 
with $1,000 in New York could place $1,100 in 
New Orleans for the purchase of cotton, they | 
would purchase cotton nowhere else, and such a state 
of its currency would shortly make New Orleans 
the greatest exporting and importing city in the 
Union. 

But (said Mr. K.)a practical answer to all this 

~ theory is readily found in the relation between the | 

rices of cotton in the different ports of the Union. 


he quotations in the different seaports would | 


` 


show no unusual ‘inequality in. price. And he 
would ask gentlemen why it was, that if cotton 
were low in New Orleans, from the difficulty of 
supplying funds from New, York to purchase, 
why did it not bear a,better price in New York, 
the place from which the money is said to be supplied? : 
These are both exporting and importing cities, 
and there seems no unusual want of relation of 
prices between the city supplying and the city 
supplied, with capital to purchase this article of 
export. And this alone would prove that nothing 
could be lost to the producer by the inequality of 
domestic exchanges. But (said Mr. K.) I will 
make a more unanswerable inquiry still—why is 
it, said he, that cotton does not bear a better 

rice in Texas, Mexico, and South America? 

He hoped there had been no removal of the de- 
posites there! . 

- Bat (Mr. K. said) the shortest way to dispose 
of this whole charge of loss on account of the 
depression of exchanges, would be (for the sake 
of argument) to admit the facts as charged, and 
we would instantly see such a want of agreement 
between the alleged cause and the alleged effects, 
as clearly to show that there was no proper con- 
nexion between them. He had seen in the public 
prints, that some who had agreed with the views 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, insisted on a 
loss to the producer of 24 or 3 per cent. on this 
account. Forno one, he believed; contended for 
a loss to the producer of the whole amount of the į 
depression of exchange, or attempted to impute the 
entire decline in foreign exchange to the measures 
of the Administration. But to be liberal in our 
admissions, for the sake of argument, (said Mr. 
K.) let us say 5 per cent. He presumed the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi would not contend for more. 
What. would this amount to? In estimating cot- 
ton at 10 cents per pound, it would amount to a) 
half cent per pound. How shall we account for 
the balance of the loss? It is alleged that the loss 
is from 3 to 5 cents per pound. 

But (said Mr. K.) I must say a word on foreign 
exchange; though the loss on that is included in 
the admission just made for the sake of argument. 
It is said, I think, that the planter loses the pre- 
mium on foreign exchange, which formerly added 
to the price of his productions. {Here Mr, Por- 
DEXTER begged leave to explain. He said, that 
by the depression of foreign exchanges, cotton 
would not now be used as a remittance to the 
same extent as formerly, as the depression de- 
stroyed the competition among that class of pur- 
chasers who purchased cotton for remittance 
instead of exchange.) Mr. K. resumed. He said, 
with the explanation he perfectly understood the 
argument of the henorable Senator, and thought 
it easily answered. No one had shown how the 
condition of our own money market had exerted 
any agency in depressing foreign exchange. It is 
never dealt in as an article of speculation; it is 
only needed for the payment of our foreign debt; į 
and the*price and competition depend upon the |; 
demand, and the demand is regulated by the state 
of trade between the two countries. It is admit- 
ted, then, (said Mr. K.,) on all hands, even in the 
complaining memorials upon your table, that the | 
balance of trade is largely in our favor. This was | 
a state of things long desired by us, and the Sen- 
ator might as well expect the laws of gravity to | 
be disturbed, and the waters of the Mississippi to 
turn up stream, and continue in that direction, as 
for exchange to be against us when the balance of | 
trade is in our favor. The premium of exchange 
(he said) should not be expected to resist the 
balance of trade. 

So much, then, for the home prices of our arti- | 
cles of export in connection with the measures of | 
the Administration. We are, however, confound- 
ed by another proposition, brought in aid of the! 
first; and though no attempt is made to explain it, 
for an obvious reason, yet it asserts a most dis- 
astrous state of things; and, unless it can be | 
explained by others—like all other inexplicable | 
phenomena, charged with mischief—it will be put | 
down of course to the account of the Administra- 
tion: I allude to the alleged want of proper rela- 
tion between the home and foreign markets. 

Now, (said Mr. K.,) the relation between the | 
home price of an article of export, and the foreign | 


price of thesame article, (which, being the market | 


of its greatest consumption, confessedly regulates 
its price in all parts of the world, wherever pio- 
duced,) depends upon a variety of commercial in- 
cidents, but mainly and principally upon the con- 
fidence of the dealer in the stability of the foreign 
market. And itis a law of trade, that a rising 
foreign market will usually be anticipated by the 
dealer, provided he have a reasonable confidence in 
the continuance of the causes of the advance. And, 
for a like reason, a falling foreign market. will be 
anticipated by the dealer, provided he have a con- 
tinued confidence in his belief of the causes of the 
decline. Practical men reason in these matters 
just as they reason in the every-day transactions 
of life. They use the plain logical proposition, 
that what has happened once, will most likely, 
under the same circumstances, and during the con- 
tinuance of the same causes, happen again. Hence 
they say, that “if cotton fluctuated in price, either 
on the rise or decline, a given amount, during the 
lapse of thirty days previous to the dates of the 
last European quotations, and we know, and feel 
confident in the continuance of the causes of the 
fluctuation, it is safe to conclude that the fluctua- 
tion has been in an equal ratio for the thirty days 
which it has required to receive the accounts.” 

Let us illustrate by a few practical references: 
we should never resort to theory when we have 
the lights of experience toguide us. What, then, 
was the relation between the home and foreign 
markets for cotton in the year 1825? Ask the 
speculator of that year, or get information from 
more infallible sources, and it would (if he mis- 
took not) be found, that, during a portion of that 
year, the home price was nearly equal to, quite 
equal to, and perhaps, for a short period, even 
beyond the last European quotations. What was 
the causeofthis? Why, inthat year, the dealers, - 
both in Europe and America, had become fully 
convinced that the crop then in market was an 
unusually short one; that the supply would fall 
far short of the usual demand. The whole com- - 
mercial world was fully satisfied of this fact. And, 
without recollecting that the high price of an arti- 
cle of consumption will greatly diminish the con- 
sumption itself, the belief was general, and much 
encouraged by speculators, that the price would 
continue to advance indefinitely, until it should be 
checked by the distribution of the new crop! But 
consumption was checked, the speculating bubble 
burst, and the sequel was known. Cotton went 
down at a few leaps from 32 or 3 cents to 7 or 8! 
Oh! said Mr. K., what a glorious year this would 
have been for the removal of the deposites! The 
President, with all his alleged usurped power, and 
unrighteous popularity, aided by all his ‘ collar 
men,” and his ‘* collar presses,” could not have 
stood up a moment against the torrent of discon- 
tent which the disappointments and distresses of 
that year produced! It would all have been attrib- 
ated to the removal of the deposites. 

This relation, then, (said Mr. K.,) between the 
home and foreign market, in 1825, was owing to 
the universal belief in the causes on which the main- 
tenance of prices was based. But what is the fact 
in 1833-4? Why, said Mr. K., such has been the 
want of confidence among American speculators, 
in the maintenance of prices at which cotton opened 
in the fall of 1833, that thousands of experienced 
dealers have not touched a lock of the article. And 
those who ventured, at the higher prices of the 
opening market, had so little confidence in the 
maintenance of prices, that there has been a pre- 
cipitate rush by holders to the European markets, 
which has swelled the exportations, for the last 
quarter of 1833, far beyond those of the corre- 
sponding quarter of the previous year. This hasty 
glut of the market would, of itself, have produced 
some decline. 

Bat, (said Mr. K.,) what has been the reason of 
this want of confidence with the American dealers 
in 1833, which has made them cautious of ap- 
proaching the European quotations at the opening 
of the market, and which has made them antici- 
pate the decline, and endeavor to keep ahead of it, 
after the decline commenced? The reasons are 
well known. Jn the first place, they had the ex- 
perience of 1825 before them. They knew that 
cotton was at a price very far beyond its natural 
price, that is, the price at which the article can 
reasonably and profitably be made by the planter, 
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and that the high price itself would greatly dimin- 
ish the consumption. And, secondly, they be- 
lieved that the assumption upon which the market 
opened, and upon which these high prices were || 
maintained, was, in point of fact, untrue. These 
high prices, at the opening of the market, were 
based on the supposition that the crop was un- 
usually short. This was doubted by most dealers 
in this country, und the event has shown that their 
doubts were well foanded. The crop has turned out 
to be fully equal to the last year’s crop, and probably || 
larger. And no speculating dreamer has ever sup- 
posed, at any part of the season, that, if the crop 
should turn out to be as abundant as it is now 
ascertained to be, that prices could be maintained 
beyond the present quotations. 

American dealers, then, have not had confidence 
in the stability of the foreign market during the pres- 
ent season; and when the decline commenced, they 
knew the causes, had confidence in their continuance, 
and endeavored, prudently, to anticipate the de- 
cline: And this brings us to a practical answer to 
the whole complaint. Ask the unfortunate spec- 
ulator of the present season, who, somchow or other, 
in despite of the measures of the Administration, 
and of the removal of the deposites, unluckily for |; 
himself, has obtained the requisite cash or credit, | 
and, tempted by these high Liverpool prices, with 
a hope of making an easy fortune, has embarked 
in large exporting speculations; ask him, I say, if 
he has realized “from three to fivecents per pound”? 
more than ihe usual profit. He will answer you, 
with a sigh, sir, ‘1 am ruined by my specula- 
tions.” Why, sir, (said Mr. K.,) it may be safely |; 
assumed, that if all the treasure that ever was |j 
extracted from the mines of Golconda and Potosi, || 
were heaped up in one common.mass before the || 
merchants of this country, with privilege to bor- 
row ad libitum on good security, the effect of such 
a privilege would have no sensible effect on the |: 
cotton market of this country. 

Do you expect men, sir, to give prices for ex- |j 
ports beyond those prices at which they are daily | 
rained? Sir, dealers have no other inducement to | 
make investments on speculation than the hope of 
realizing a profitable return. This practical view | 
of the operations of the present season, it is hoped, | 
is a full and conclusive answer to all complai tts || 
ofan unfair and losing relation between the home || 
and foreign market, unless, indeed, you expect 
exporters to speculate against all the maxims of 
human prudence. 7 

But (said Mr. K.) I have said more than I 
intended when I arose, and will only say a few 
words on the relief proposed by the resolution, and 
the question of reference. Mr. K. said he would 
vote for the specific inquiry proposed in the reso- 
lution, because it proposed to relieve a want cre- 
ated by the action of Congress, and he thought it 
therefore peculiarly fit that Congress should relieve 
it. This, he said, was a large item in the wants 
of the merchants, and contributed largely to the 
public distress. i 

The wants of the merchants, said .he, are ordi- 
nary and extraordinary. Their ordinary wants, | 
as borrowers, in this country, are always heavy, |! 
which arises out of our abominable paper banking il 

| 
ji 


system. Merchants do not trade upon solid cap- 
ital, but trade upon their credit, that’is, upon the |; 
chances of borrowing; always expecting to make 
up any deficiencies between their investments and 
returns, by further loans from the banks. The | 
directors of banks are generally ready to mistake | 
the wants of sinking merchants for the wants of | 
currency, and by pouring out floods of their paper |! 
trash, when not needed fur circulation, ease only the |; 
merchants for a time, but occasion reactions tha 
carry in their sweep wide-spread ruin to all other 
portions of the community. : : 

But, said Mr. K., J find myself likely to digress. 
I do not intend to discuss the banking system; 
only to state it as an incident to account for the |; 
great extent of the ordinary wants of our mer- 
chants. 

The extraordinary wants of the merchants 
during the present season consist, Ist. In deficien- 
cies occasioned by a falling market. The returns of 
the speculator do not repay his investments. He is, 
therefore, in debt, and wishes to borrow the de- | 
ficiency yand this deficiency constitutes one of his ;: 
extraordinary wants. 2dly. The want which this |; 
resolution proposes to relieve, and which consti- © 


| not constitute a fund upon which they can safely | 


| tain extent, at least until this uncertainty ceases, | 


‘claims for military services in the Territory of 


tutes the heaviest item in the class of extraordi- 
nary wants. This want has been occasioned not 
by the acts of the Executive, but by the action of 
Congress. The importing merchants have given 
the usual credit to their customers, and Govern- 


ment does not extend the usual credits to them. |! 


To, these extraordinary wants, perhaps, a few 
others might be added, but it is unnecessary to 
notice them. 

The above positions, if true, will prove that the 
wants of the merchants are precisely what they 
would have been, independent of the measures of 
the Administration. But what I intend to admit 
is, that these measures have, for the present, cut 
off, or choked up, many of the sources from which 
these wants have been too liberally supplied. 
There is a panic in the community, which for the 


present destroys all confidence in our domestic || 


trade and exchanges. The fixed property, and all- 


| property for domestic use and consumption, have 


depreciated, partly as an incident to a falling mar- 
ket upon exports, but largely owing to the shock 
upon our monetary system. Again, a large cur- 
tailment in the usual means of supply may be 


| found in the withdrawal from circutation of the 


amount of the Government deposites. These may 
be considered as taken from circulation, and with- 
drawn from the uses to which they have heretofore | 
been appropriated. The Bank of the United States 

cannot discount upon them, because it has them 
not to discount upon. The State banks cannot, or 
will not, discount upon them, because, whilst the 
debate on the removal continues, the deposites do į 


rel 
This state of things, sir, must continue to a cer- | 


and some measure decided on to give stability to 
our monetary system, and restore confidence in 
the domestic trade of the country. 

For the reasons before given, | shall vote for the 
specific inquiry proposed in the resolution. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. 
WEBSTER, Mr. SILSBEE, Mr. WRIGHT, 
Mr. MANGUM, and Mr. CHAMBERS, when, 
on motion, 

The Senate adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, February 8, 1834. 


The Journal of the preceding day having been 
read 

The standing committees were called to present 
any report ready. 

A bill was reported for the relief of Elijah King. 

Mr. MARDIS, of Alabama, presented a memo- 
rial from the Legislature of that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. PEYTON, it was 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 


| the expediency of establishing a post route from 
: Gainsboro’, Tennessee, by Major Thomas Butler’s 


and Celina, to Burksville, Kentucky. 

2. Resolved, That the sarne committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Monroe, via Locust Shade, 
in Overton county, Tennessee, by Celina, Jackson 
county, Tennessee, by Garret Moore’s, to Tomp- 
kinsville, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. LAY, of New York, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing the name ef Salathiel Harris on the 
pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 


| fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of: 
“making an appropriation to pay any unsatisfied | 


i 
1 


Michigan, growing out of the Indian disturbances 
in that Territory in the year 1832. 
On motion of Mr. GILMER, it was} x 
Resolved, That the President be requested to 
communicate to this House all papers which he 


: may have received from, or correspondence which | r i } 
: he may have had with, the Executive department || equitable, but legal in the strict sense of the word, 


Florida, which kas not alread 
to this Flouse. 

On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the limits of the port of entry and delivery 
of the port of Philadelphia northwardly to the foot 
of Hanover street, in the district of Kensington. 

Mr. EWING, of Indiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing: ; ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs—in considering the ¥esolutions already re- 
ferred, upon the subject of a national armory on 
the western waters—be instructed to embrace the 
Wabash and White rivers, in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. SEVIER moved, as an amerdment, to ap- 
pend the words, * and the waters of the Arkansas 
river, in the Territory of Arkansas.” 

To this Mr. EWING objected, as he did not 
perceive the necessity so urgent of extending the 
benefits contemplated to the Territory of Arkan- 
sas, as there existed toextend them to the waters 
on the northwestern frontiers in Indiana. 

Mr. SEVIER briefly supported the claims of the 
Territory which he had the honor to represent, to 
be included in the benefits to be derived from the 
adoption of the resolution. The gentleman from 
Indiana talked of cornstaik militia; but he believed 
if they were to be found at all, they would be rather 
found in hisown State. Arkansas was entitled to 
some attention from the House; for whilst other 
States got several hundred thousand acres of land, 
to enable them to make roads and canals, this Ter- 
ritory got nothing but that which she procured for 
herself. 

Mr. ASHLEY wished to submit an amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. SPEIGHT rose, not to prolong the discus- 
sion, but to apprise the House that this matter was 
already before the committee for consideration, 
and that it was unnecessary for further resolutions 
to be offered, as before the committee would come 
to any conclusion, they would necessarily take 
this subject into their consideration. 

Mr. MASON remarked, that after what had 
been stated by the preceding member, he wouid, 
to save the time of the House, move to lay the 

resolution on the table. i 

Which motion prevailed. 


PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was ‘then declared to be 
| the resolution of Mr. CuriTon, to appaint a se- 
lect committee to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who. were en- 
gaged in the Indian wars, down to the’ year 
| 1794; and the amendment of it by Mr. Boutpin, 
to appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the commu- 
nity, and how far it ought to be abolished or 
repealed. 

Mr. LAY, of New York, who had the floor 
from the previous day, rose and said, that it was 
not his intention to detain them long; neither did 
he intend to go over the whole ground covered by 
the debate which had so long occupied the House; 
as he should confine himself to an examination of 
the principles involved in the propositions submit- 
ted, and by which their respective merits should 
be tested. It had been pressed upon the consider- 
ation of the House, and urged by the honorable 
members from Kentucky [Messrs. Harpm and 
Pore) with much force and plausibility, that the 
contest with the savages in what had beer termed 
“the Indian wars on our frontiers,” was * but a 
‘continuation of the revolutionary struggle; and 
‘that, on this account, the individuals engaged 
‘ were entitled to the same pecuniary recompense 
‘awarded to the soldiers of the Revolution.” 
From an examination of the facts in the case, it 
will readily be seen that there is no analogy what- 
ever between a claim for remuneration for services 
| rendered by the persons contemplated in this res- 
| olution, and the cases provided for by the bill to 
' compensate the officers and soldiers of the revolu- 
| tionary war. The character and nature of the two 
| 


y been communicated 


cases are entirely distinct and dissimilar. The 
| claims of the revolutionary soldier were not merely 


of Georgia upon the subject of the boundary line || and were peculiarly addressed to the justice and 
between the State of Georgia and the Territory of ‘honor of the sation; whilst, on the contrary, the 
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claims of those sought to be embraced by the ori- | 
ginal resolution of the honorable member from | 
Kentucky, (Mr. Cmuron,} appeal solely to our 
sympathies and generosity, and do not possess 


any of those strong and peculiar features which || 


justified Congress in passing the bill to compensate 
‘the surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion, .One was a debt, acknowledged to be due 
for services rendered under a contract made with 
the Government under tne old Confederation, and 
which every sense. of. national faith, justice, and 
honor, required us to®ancel; the other, a claim 
where the services performed were for the protec- 
tion of the person and property of individuals who 
haye already received a full and adequate compen- 
sation, yet who now demand ef Government a 
permanent pension for having protected them. 
Had the claims of the revolutionary soldier no 
other basis than that growing out of the perils, 
the sufferings, and the privations of those who 
successfully fought the batiles of our country, and 
by a perseverance and courage unparalleled in the 
annals of history, steadily adhered to the princi- 


ples of the Declaration of Independence—he had | t and | 
'| for whom the acknowledgment of their services 


no hesitation in saying that the present pension 


sent the district or State only in which we reside? 
Surely not. The great body of the American 


to be governed by more extended and liberal 
| views—by far higher considerations. They are 
| to legislate for the whole nation, not a part, and 
provide for and consult the general interest and 
welfare. The cause is obvious, and the answer 
| easy, why so great a number of the revolutionary 
| pensioners are to be found in the northern States. 


ft was these States, sir, that furnished by far the 


|| greater proportion of troops for the contest, and 


the bones of our northern soldiers who fell in this 
glorious strugg'e for life and liberty now lie scat- 
tered through the land, in every portion of this 
Onion, wherever danger assailed, or the interest of 
their country called them. The surviving few, 
| whose claims have at length been recognized by a 
|i grateful country, are now, in a great degree, de- 
i! pendent upon thetrifling pittance allotted to them; 
| and which serves to comfort their declining years 
for the few days they may linger among us, before 
they shall be called away to join their co-patriots 
in arms who have already gone before them; and 


system would never have been adopted. No, sir; | 
had this been the principle it would have been i| 
in vain at this time for the friends of this proposi- || 
tion to have sought for a precedent which could, | 
by any analogy of reasoning, or any perversion | 
of language, have justified the adoption of this 
resolution. The obligation of the Government to 
remunerate the patriotic soldier, who had sealed 
his devotion to the liberties of his country with 
his blood, and by years of the most toilsome and 
dangerous service, was never denied. It was 
always conceded by the constituted authorities of 
the Government, whenever the subject was dis- 
cussed, that the old Congress had failed to comply | 
with the spirit and morality of the contract made |! 
with our revolutionary soldiers, and that payment | 
was only delayed in consequence of the embar- | 
rassments and poverty of our country. When, | 
‘therefore, peace returned, and with it the agricul- | 
tural and commercial interest of the United States | 
had revived and infused new life and vigor into the | 
exhausted and wasted energies of thecountry, she | 
set the brightand glorious example of declaring to || 
the world that the national character was of as 
_ much importance as independence, and that wealth | 
and prosperity were but as dust in the balance || 
compared with’ the dictates of humanity and jus- |! 
tice. 

The honorable member from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Pincxney,] to whose purity of feeling and 
correct purpose every member of this House will 
most cheerfully bear testimony, has been pleased 
to say in regard to this act, that it is not only 
unconstitutional, but partial in its benefits, oppres- 
sive in its operation and tendency. ‘The indebt- 
edness of the United States having always been 
admitted, itis now too late to discuss the constitu- 
tionality. of the act. The sixth article of the 
Constitution expressly recognises the obligation of 
the Governmentto pay ‘‘alldebts contracted, and 
‘engagements entered into, before the adoption 
tof the Constitution; and that they should be as 
‘valid against the United States, under the Con- 
t stitution, as under the Confederation.” 
principles of this act have been sanct 
most enlightened state 
millions has hallowed its adoption. It is most 
unquestionably true, sir, that far the greater por- 
tion of that remnant of patriots, who were en- 
gaged in the service of their country in the reyo- 
Jationary struggle, and who are now receiving a 
compensation under this act, reside in the north- 


i 
i 
| 

-| 
| 
i 


ioned by our 


ern States; but are they, on this account, the less . 


entitled to a remuneration for services so merito- 
rious as these are acknowled 
member on this floor, and to which even the 
member from South Carolina has paid so hand- 


some a tribute? Was not the war of the Revolu- ji 


tion waged and carried on in defence of 
common and dear to every American cit 
notits successful termination bring liberty and in- 
dependence to the South as wellas the North? Is 
the justice and liberality of this Government, then, 
to be restricted by geographical lines or bounda. 
ries? Ought the legislation of Congress to be 
influenced by any prejudices growing out of sec- 
tional considerations? Do we stand here to repre- 


principles 
izen? Did 


The | 


smen, and the gratitude of | 


ged to be by- every |; 0 


|| by their country came too late. Let not, then, 
the agitation of this question disturb the peace 
and quiet of this remnant of our revolutionary 
fathers now alive, nor let it embitter the evening 
of their days with the appalliag apprehension of 
penury and want. 


But whilst he differed from honorable members | chu 
| ingenuity bring these cases within the principles 


as to the policy and legality of the pension sys- 
tem, he agreed with them, and with the honorable | 
member from New Hampshire, [Mr. Huszarp,] 7 
upon the propriety of rejecting the claims of those || 
embraced in the resolution—not but that the acts i 
performed, and which have been so feelingly and |! 
eloquently portrayed, are highly meritorious and Hi 
worthy of praise—not but that the individuals | 
are entitled to all our sympathies and admiration; 
bat simply because, in their case, they can have | 
no possible claim upon the Government for ser- 
vices rendered, however beneficial and useful, 
beyond the express and impljed terms of their 
contract, 

It may be said that it is the duty of every | 
Government to protect its own citizens in their 
lawful. pursuits and avocations. This, as a gen- 
eral proposition, is undoubtedly true in time of 
peace as well as war; yet who ever heard of an 
instance, even in our Jate war, when our whole 
| western frontier was laid waste by the invading 
|, enemy, our villages laid in ashes, and our ‘citi. 
j; Zens, without regard to age, sex, or condition, shot 
|| down, butchered, and scalped by their Indian al- 
ji es—where a pension has been given even tq one 
| out of the thousands who daily, and without pay 
|| or remuneration, went forth as volunteers to meet 
ii and repel the enemy? The farthest that our Gov- 
|, ernment have ever gone to sustain any principle 
| which can be assimilated to this has been to com- 
i| pensate sufferers for property taken and destroyed 
i in war under peculiar circumstances; but in no 
| instance had the principle been extended so far as 
|! to remunerate ourofiicers and soldiers beyond the 
ii terms of their contract or enlistment. ° To adopt 
| Such a principle at this time would be subversive 
j of all the best interests and the true political econ- 
‘omy of this Government. The evil would not 
|| Stop with establishing a system which, by its 
i| terms, would embrace every individual in the ser- 
f vice of the Government, either in the revolution- 
ilary or recent war; but, when once adopted as a 
|| precedent, its force and effect will be felt to be for- 
|| ever obligatory upon the country, and we shall 
l| 
i 


Í 
j 
l 
| 


have a pensioned army fastened u 


‘| quence of which will be more dangerons, more 


o this nation, 
tion should be used Jest 
| by an indiscreet zeal for doing some particular act 
in which we have suffered our feelings to-become 
tgo much enlisted, we inflict an irreparable injury 
ere as the guar- 
as the trasiees 


| watch carefully, and deli 


people, by their representatives in Congress, are || 


i 


of a precedent which is to be coextensive with the 
Government. 

Mr. L. argued at length to show the dangerous 
; tendency of precedents, when a due regard to the 
interests of the country was lost sight of, and refer- 
red to several instances of the pernicious effect of 
i such incautious legislation; after which, he con- 
| tinued and said, it was not necessary for him to go 
| intoa particular examination of the daring exploits 
and ** hair-breadth escapes”’ of the several individ- 
| vals who had immortalized themselves in border 
warfare and personal contests with the savages, 
the detail of which had excited such lively and 
thrilling interest; nor into the motives which in- 
| duced the brave pioneers of the West to leave their 
: cultivated farms, their homes, and firesides, and 
į penetrate into the recesses of the forest, whether 
| influenced by the love of gain, the hunt and the 
i chase, or that peculiar eccentricity characteristic 
of the old trapper, so beautifully described by our 
| talented novelist, or that instinctive love of solitude, 
i and of the charms of the forest, which induced the 
| celebrated Boon, so often alluded to in this debate, 
i to leave his habitation, and again plunge into the 
wilderness many hundred miles beyond the abode 


ii of civilized man, merely because, to use his own 


language, ‘* a yankee had the audacity to come and 
| plant himself directly under his nose, within one 
| hundred and fifty miles of his cabin.” All this it 
| was not necessary for him to inquire into. Suffice 
| it to say, that no precedent exists which will 
justify such an appropriation, nor can human 


established by the revolutionary pension bill, and 
no cause can be shown why a pension should be 
granted to those persons when thousands even 
of our revolutionary veterans are excluded from 
enjoying the liberal intentions of Congress, by the 
rigid construction of the pension laws. Mr. L. 
here argued to show that the same principle which 
would give pensions to those persons engaged in 
the conflicts with the Indians, would necessarily 
lead to the extension of the pension system to 
every person engaged in military service; and he 
contended that the soldier who fought at Queens- 
town, Chippewa, Lundy’s Lane, and. New Or- 
leans, was more deserving, and better entitled to 
a pension, than they could possibly be; and he 
| concluded by asserting it was the principle of the 
resolution, and the inevitable consequences that 
would flow from it, that, he condemned, and which, 
if once sanctioned, would bring ruin and beggary 
upon the country. These principles once adopted 
as a precedent, there would not be an instance of 
meritorious conduct, or of a conscientious dis- 
i charge of duty, in any department of the Govern- 
ment, or even in private life, in which an indi- 
; vidual may not, with the same propriety, demand 
a pension. He hoped, therefore, that the time of 
the House would not be longer occupied. with the 
discussion of the resolution, for every incident 
which could give strength to the claims had been 
fairly presented, and its advocates had furnished 
every detail necessary for the House to forma 
deliberate opinion upon its merits. He must dep- 
recate the idea of its being sent to a committee to 
be examined and reported upon, as this, in all 
probability, would only lead toa further pro- 
tracted debate, and which was wholly unneces- 
sary, Every member now fully understood the 
principles upon which the resolution was based, 
and was prepared to act upon it. He desired to 


li bave the question taken, and the resolution and 


| the amendment both rejected. . 

| Mr. BOULDIN rose to reply, but the hour 
| allotted for morning business having expired, 

| The House proceeded to the consideration of 
| private bills. 

| The resolution offered yesterday, for printing 
i 

| 


| one thousand copies of the Navy Regulations, 
was adopted. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


“bil for the relief of Arnold Henry Dohrman; 


which, after a long discussion, was ordered to a 


j 
I 

i third reading. 
i 


The bill for the relief of John Moret was taken 
up, and, after some discussion, recommitted. ' 

On motion of Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, 

The House took up, in the Committeé of the 
Whole, the bill to provide for the settlement of 


| 
i 
ij cert 
ij Claims, | 


certain commutation and other revolutionary 
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been read, the committee rose and reported the bill 
to the House, without amendment; and the bill 
was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 10, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. 

Mr. MOORE presented a memorial from the 

- Legislature of Alabama, praying the establishment 
of a pension agency within that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MOORE presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Alabama, praying the establish- 
ment of pension agencies at Tuscaloosa and Mont- 
gomery; which was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. MOORE presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Alabama, stating that the 16ih sec- 
tion of the public lands, reserved for the use of 
schools, in many instances was utterly valueless, 
and praying Congress for the privilege of changing 
such entries when occasion called for it. 
memorial was laid upon the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
a large number of the inhabitants of the city of 
Washington, praying aid from Congress relative 
to the debt incurred by the Corporation in sub- 
scribing for stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company. Referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, in pursuance of notice, in- 
troduced a bill for the benefit of the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna Railroad Company. 

Which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to whom was referred the 


memorial of the President and Directors of the jj 


Ponchartrain Railroad Company, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same, 


and that it be referred to the Committee on Com- |) oit 
an appropriation to complete and secure the works 


merce; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- | 
tion of John Smith, which was read and ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial | 
of the Legislature of that State. The memorial 
states that Congress had granted 400,000 acres of | 
_ land for the improvement of the navigation at the 

Muscle Shoals; all the good lands had been dis- 
posed of, and the object of the Legislature was to 
ask Congress to permit the refuse lands to be sold 
for what they would bring. The memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and, 
on motion of Mr. MOORE, was ordered to be 
printed. : ia 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of the trustees of the Female Academy at Frank- 
lin, praying a grant of four sections of land. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives making appropriations for the payment 
of revolutionary pensioners, without amendment. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill for the benefit of the crew of the 
privateer Rodgers, 

Mr. CLAYTON presented two memorials from 
inhabitants of Delaware, asking aid of Congress in 
improving the navigation of the Christiana; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill from the House of Representatives, 
without amendment, for the benefit of certain in- 
habitants of the frontiers of the States of Illinois 
and Indiana. A 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of | 
the President and Directors of the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna Railroad Company. Referred to the 
Committee on Finance. T: 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
the heirs of Major General Lord Surling, of the 
revolutionary army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. , 

Mr. WILKINS presented the proceedings and 


The} 


resolutions of a large meeting recently, held at 


Pittsburg, disapproving of the course of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in removing the deposites. 


The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- |i 


mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WILKINS also presented the proceedings 


and resolutions of a numerously-attended meeting 


of citizens of Philadelphia, approving of the course 
pursued by the Secretary of the Treasury in re- 


; moving the deposites, and advocating the public 


measures of the Executive of the United States. 
Read and referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the memorial of the 


| Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia and others, 


praying the reconstruction of a light-house in 
Delaware bay, near the Brandywine Shoals. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KENT presented the memorials of sundry 
citizens of Baltimore, praying aid for the improve- 
ment of that harbor; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KENT also presented the petition of many 


of the inhabitants residing in the eastern section of |: 


Washington city, praying Congress would pur- 
chase the bridges over the Eastern Branch, in order 
to make them free. Referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings į 
and resolutions of meetings held in New Jersey, 
the one in the county of Morris, in the eastern 
part of the State, the other in the county of Bur- 
Jington, in the western part, disapproving of the 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury in remov- 
ing the deposites. Read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Petitions of a private nature were submitted by 


Messrs. PORTER, BIBB, WAGGAMAN, and || 


WILKINS; which were referred to the usual 
committees. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolutions were submitted during 
the morning: 

By Mr. TOMLINSON: 
_ Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 


at Cedar Point, in the State of Connecticut. 

By Mr. CHAMBERS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriauon for the fortifications of 
the first and second class, as projected by the 
Board of Engineers, for the defense of the city of 
Baltimore. 


By Mr. HENDRICKS: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs |! 


be instructed to inquire intothe expediency of au- 
thorizing the accounting officers of the Treasury 
Department to adjustand settle the claims of Lieu- 
tenant James Noble, of the United States Navy, 
for services as lieutenant on board the Dolphin, 
and until his return to the United States, from the 


: 10th March, 1830, to the. Ist December, 1832. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Henry L. Montain, of Indiana, 
and that his papers be referred to said committee. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency òf establishing a post route from Jef- 
fersonville, by way of Charlestown, Zebulon Col- 
lins’s, Vienna, Slateford, Stanfield’s Mills, and 
Rockford, to Indianapclis, or so much thereof as | 
may not heretofore have been established by 
law. 


At one o’clock, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 


the Senate proceeded to executive business, and, | 


after spending some time therein, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownnay, February 10, 1834. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG presented four memo- j 
rials, all relating to the present condition of the 
country, and proposing modesof relief. The first 


had almost prostrated that branch of trade;.it had 
withdrawn a capital equal to more than twenty 
millions of dollars. The amount existing on the 
| Ist January, 1833, was twenty-one millions and a 
half. We have not only (said Mr. C.) withdrawn 
that vast capital from one Branch of trade‘since the 
4th of March last, but we have compelled our im- 
| porters to advance the revenue to the Govern- 
ment. It is impracticable, under that act, to real- 
| ize the amount of duty from the sales before they 
| are obliged to advance. Under this double opera- 
tion this single branch of trade had been called 
| upon for thirty millions, one half of which atleast 
had been called upon from the city of New York. 
Iam not, sir, for constituting Government a bor- 
rower or a lender to any branch of trade. The 
terms of credit should not be so long as to encour- 
age injudicious speculations, nor so short as to 
i embarrass and restrict the foreign trade. They 
| should be so graduated as to enable the importer 
| to realize the duty by sale of the merchandize. be~ 
| fore he is called upon to pay the duty. 

' Gentlemen may save themselves the trouble of 
| devising means to employ our surplus revenue at 
| the end of the year—the operation of the act of 
i 


July, 1832, would cause a large. reduction in im- 
portations of dutiable articles, and he was much 
mistaken if there would not be a very considerable 
| falling off in the revenue of the present year; the 
| foreign trade could not recover or flourish, unless 
some remedy is speedily applied. If gentlemen 
; are sincerely desirous of extending relief to this 
| branch of trade, let them come forward, establish 
a warehousing system, permit importers to de- 


pay the duty in three and six months from the date 
| of the entry for consumption. We hear much, sir, 
| about measures of relief. There is none that can 
li be proposed which would afford more substantial 
i and permanent relief of the foreign trade of the 
| country, a branch of trade which has been fatally 
; embarrassed by our own measures. 


| from the ‘* workingmen of New York against 
| paper money, and in favor of the constitutional 
currency.” The currency proposed by the memo- 
| rialists is that which was contemplated by the 
i 
i 
4 


i framers of the Constitution; and well would it 
| have been for the country, had we never, since 
1789, introduced by law another of a fluctuating 
i character. I am surprised to hear the language 
lately reiterated upon the subject of a metallic 
| currency. However we may differ about the 
| remedy, I bad heretofore supposed that gentlemen 
all agreed that the bank note circulations of the 


basis, to secure stability to commercial credit and 
steady employment to the laboring classes. It 
is unnecessary for gentlemen to be alarmed or to 
| attempt to spread unfounded apprehensions. No 
| one proposed to rush headlong from one extreme 
| to the other. Whatever reform might be attemted, 
should be effected by slow degrees, and with a 
just regard to the existing condition of the trade 
of the country. No interest should be disturbed or 
deranged by any abrupt measures. Sir, Í am of 
those who believe it practicable to reclaim our gold 
' coin from foreign countries, and that it is no such 
very difficult matter for the trade of this commer- 
cial country to abstract from the four thousand 
millions of the current coin of the world one hun- 
dredth part, to be added to the existing metallic 
circulations of the country. But whatever reform- 
ation of the currency shall be attempted, it must 
be made gradually; and I hope, sir, that gentlemen 
who profess sound regard for the soundness of our 
currency, will, at: least, throw no impediment in 
the way of those anxious as we are to improve its 
i character, without interrupting the prosperity of 
the country, and to secure permanent and greater 
| stability to the operations of trade and industry. 

Sir, Uhavetwo other memorials to present, signed 
| by more than ten thousand of my fellow-citizens, 
and other memorials to the same effect are yet to 
| come, praying that the deposites may not be re- 


memoria! was from the merchants of New York 


i stored, and that the Bank of the United States 


country were sustained by too small a metallic’ 


| posite their merchandize for three years, and to ` 


The second memorial which I shall present is . 
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may not be rechartered. Under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances which produced these memorials, | feel 
“a proud satisfaction in presenting them to this 
House. They speak the language of independent 
men, of a community suffering under oppression, || 
but determined never to submit to their oppress- 
ors, or to surrender their rights. The Bank of 
the United Statey has made a bold experiment 
upon the country. Since the commencement of 
this session, its presses and its friends abroad— 
aye, sir, even the capitalists of this country—have | 
been instrumental in an attempt to destroy čom- 
mercial confidence, by circulating the most alarm- 
ing predictions of approaching ruin and calamity. 
The rumors of distress, of frightful disasters, of | 
panic, have been echoed here by distinguished 
gentlemen of both Houses. Sir, no other country 
upon earth could have stood firm under such a 
general attack upon commercial confidence as has 
been made by the bank and its friends abroad 
during the jast seventy days. If the distinguished | 
men of both Houses of Parliament had indulged in 
the same gloomy anticipations, had they for more 
than two months predicted universal wreck and į) 
ruin, and general panic, it would have broken half | 
the country banks in England, and half their 
merchants and manufacturers. [t is, sir, a bold 
experiment of the Bank of the United States, and 
has fallen with dreadful! severity upon my constit- 
uents; produced many bankruptcies, and ruined 
many families. Bat, sir, were their losses and 
sufferings ten times as great, so long as they are || 
animated with the spirit of freemen, they will never | 
subject a Government of their own to the domin- | 
ion of the Bank of the United States. These 
memorials, sir, are the result of the policy pursued 
by the bank, and such will be the sentiment of the ! 
country. This experiment upon the fears of the | 
country has totally changed the question; it isno 
. longer a contest oetween the bank and the Treas- | 
ury, or the Executive: it is a question between | 
the bank and the people; a question between the 
moneyed power of acorporation and popular sov- 
ereignty. Gentlemen had understood the intelli- 
gence and patriotism of the people, and this last į 
experiment would fail. But, sir, whatever may be 
the political result, I hope those who have been in- 
strumental in destroying commercial confidence, 
by predicting ruin, will unite with us in endeavor- 
ing to restore it. J trust, sir, that the ninety days 
referred to by a gentleman [Mr. SeLpen] at the 
commencement of the session, are now drawing 
to a close, and that we are approaching those days 
of grace when the Bank of the United States will, 
in its mercy, relieve the country. I hope, sir, the 
bank will do now what it ought to have done two 
months ago—announce to the local banks that 
they have nothing to fear from its measures—and 
restore confidence. The president and directors | 
have now no apology for persisting in its myste- 

_ rious course towards the State banks. Nay, sir, 
they have been called upon by their own friends— 
they have been admonished to change their course 
——the mandate has been issued from the other wing 
of the Capitol. It cannot be misunderstood, and j) 
I have no doubt it will be obeyed, and that com- 

| 

| 


mercial confidence will be once more’ restored. 
Sir, if gentlemen really intend to do something for 
the relief and permanent benefit of thecountry ;let |} 
them. reéstablish our foreign trade on a secure 
foundation, either by a warehousing system or by ‘| 
extending the credit on duties, And if they wish 
to secure a durable prosperity to trade, and a! 
steady employment to labor, let them unite with || 
us in our measures to enlarge the metallic basis of | 
our circulation, and improve the condition of our || 
currency. Mr C. concluded by moving the ref- | 
erence of these memorials to the Committee of 
Ways end Means. 

The memorials were then referred accordingly. 

Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial of work- |! 
ing men, mechanics, and others, in the city of | 
New York detailing their present embarrassments, | 
which they attribute to the derangement of the cur- 
rency; and praying Congress to restore the depos- 
ites to the Bank of the United States, or to adopt 
other measures for their relief. 

Mr. S., to give some idea of the present distress 
in that city, said that there were upwards of ten 
thousand workingmen generally employed in the | 
building of houses, but who, owing to the present 
pressure for money, were now out of employment, | 


i 
{ 
i 


|! 


| that that project would beonly gradually proceeded 


` a scene of wide-spread and unexampled ruin,” he 


j at their doors, the merchants and mechanics of 


: deposites. Referred, and ordered to be printed. 


| vania, on the subject of the public distress. -The | 


j; and millers. They attribute the distress to the | 


ii House. One violation begets others in replies. 


no contracts being made for the putting up of build- 
ings. He was happy to hear from his colleague 
[Mr. Campretene] that there was something 
contemplated to alleviate their distress; that it was 
at length intimated that the intention of resorting 


at once to a metallic currency was abandoned, and 


with. With respect to what had fallen from his 
colleague as to the prophecy he had made in the 
beginning of the debate on the restoration of the 
deposites, ‘* that unless Government retrace their 
steps within ninety days, there must be produced 


would ask, was not his colleague satisfied thatthe , 
prophecy had been unfortunately verified? Had 
there not been seen, and within the time specified, 


almost all their principal towns and cities, stating 
their distress, and praying Congress to adopt some 
measures for their relief? He had then been jus- 
tified in the view which he had presented so early 
to the House. He now regretted that the memo- 
rial presented by his colleague had not been read, 
that it might be seen whether a very important 
part, and which, if the journals were to be believed, 
was subsequently appended to it, went to confirm 
the memorial presented by him, and equally called 
on the House for relief. He desired that the me- 
morial he presented should be read, and would ; 
state to the House that it was signed by three 
thousand persons. 

The memorial was then read, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. MUHLENBERG presented the proceed- | 
ings of a meeting held in the town of Lancaster, : 
Pennsylvania, of the subject of the currency. The ; 


meeting was largeand respectable, and they adopted || 


resolutions highly approving of the removal of the | 


ir. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of a 
public meeting held in Franklin county, Pennsyl- 


memorialists were not stockjobbers, but farmers | 


-removal of the deposites, and request their resto- 
ration. Read, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DENNY presented the memorial of a meet- 


ing of citizens held in Pittsburgh, representing the | 


embarrassed condition of their business, and pray- 


ing the adoption of measures for their relief. Mr. | 


D. spoke at considerable length in support of the 
views of the memoriglists; and, on his motion, 
the proceedings of the meeting were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. BINNEY rose to present a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, request- 
ing an appropriation to be made for rebuilding a 
light-house on the Brandywine shoal of the Del- 
aware. 


The memorial was signed by 10,259 residents of 
the city and county of Philadelphia, each name 
having attached to it the trade or profession of the 
subscriber, so that the authenticity of the whole 
proceeding might be better ascertained. The gen- 
tleman under whose immediate protection the me- 
morial was got up, took care to exclude the name 
of every minor, and of every person not a resident 
in Philadelphia. Nearly every profession or call- 
ing in that city, and every species of property are 
represented by those who subscribed the memo- 
rial. Thesubscribers, he said, are intelligent men, 
and of practical experience, competent to estimate 
the causes of the calamity and suffering they assert. 
Nor is the memorial the production of a party; for 
all feel the pressure; and bankruptcy, want, and 
beggary is likely to know no distinction of parties. 
| If no relief is afforded in time all party distinctions 
will be broken into one which bankruptcy, want, 
and beggary have made—a party ruined and un- 
done, 

The memorial breathes the language of men who 
feel their suffering, and are competent to ascertain 
the cause and point out the remedy. They are in 
the midst of distress; yet they have the foresight 
| to apprehend that their distress will be nfade greater 
| if means are not taken to removeit. They repre- 
i Sent that one part of the citizens will suffer insol- 
vency and bankruptcy; and that the other will be 
destitute of food and raiment. They believe—and 
he also believes—that their suffering arises from 
the total destruction of confidence in every branch 
of business; and this destruction they attribute Lo 
the removal of the deposites. 

Mr. B. continued, saying that the present state 
of things is quietly, secretly, and imperceptibly 
undermining all the State banks; that their notes 
are ata discount and still going down; and that 
shortly they will be compelled to stop specie pay- 
ments. He asserted that the deposites did not 
so much go into the Sate banks as into the pri- 
vate coffers of individuals, who were thus re- 
solved to sustain themselves in the day of antici- 
pated calamity. He added, that nothing but the 
restoration of public confidence could remedy the 
evils complained of; and this could be produced 
only by a restoration of the confidence between 
the General Government and the Bank of the 
|| United States. 

He moved that the memorial be read, and 
printed entire, with the signatures and occupation 
| of the subscribers. Unwilling to provoke any 
: discussion on its reference, he moved that it be 
|| referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
from inhabitants of the 8th congressional district, 
also one from a number of Democrats who lately 
| assembled at the court-house of the city of Phila- 
delphia, against the restoration of the deposites. 


„Mr. BINNEY also presented à memorial from 
the merchants, mechanics, manufacturers, traders, 
&c., of the city and county of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing that the Government deposites should be re- 
stored to the United States Bank. In doing this, 
he embraced the opportunity of animadverting 
upon the impropriety of violating the rules of the 
House by those (presenting petitions) who made 
the occasion a means of commenting upon the 
topics agitating the House in other discussions, : 


| which are irrelevant to the subject before the 


He would therefore content himself with making | 
a simple statement of the memorial; and nothing 


more is necessary than to notice the simple facts i 


announced in the paper; the connections, charac- | 
ters, and occupations, the present and apprehended | 


amount of sufferings, and the numbers of those | 


| who have signed the appeal to the representatives i 
i; of the nation. These facts ought to surpass any !i 


arguments which could be presented by the most | 
commanding and persuasive eloquence. If, by: 
famine, pestilence, or any plague, and not by the: 
conduct of the Administration, the memorialists : 
had been reduced to the state of suffering which | 
they have described, it would excite a throb in the i 


: hearts of all, and plead for sympathy and relief. | 


He trusts that still there will be those who have ` 
ears to hear, and hearts to feel, who will not have | 
their understandings misled, and who will not deny | 


the existence of the calamity, nor refuse the proper | 
remedy. | 


i) Means. 


| The signers of the memorial say that this is the 
general voice of the party, and he would remark, 


l| that it spoke the voice of what he apprehended 


would be the larger portion of the inhabitants of 
that city. 

The SPEAKER presented memorials on the 
| Same subject, from Moyamensing and Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WATMOUGH presented one from the 3d 
congressional district, Philadelphia, in favor of 
the restoration of the deposites; all which memo- 
rials were referred to the Committee of Ways and 

Mr. W. presented another from the same dis- 
trict against the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for the reading of the 
memorial. 

Mr. WATMOUGH did not object to its being 
end; but he desired to have the other one also 
read. 

The SPEAKER said that the first memorial 
having been referred, it was not in order now to 
call for the reading. 

The memorial against the restoration of the de- 
posites having been read, 

Mr. WATMOUGG insisted that this memorial 
having been read, it was only an act of justice to 
his constituents to have the first one also read; he 
had not moved this originally, being unwilling to 
consume the time of the House, and he did not 
suppose any gentleman would withhold such an 
act of courtesy. 
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TheSPEAKER called Mr. W. to order. It was 
not in order to reflect upon any member. 

Mr. SPEIGHT disclaimed having been actuated 
by any motives to treat the gentleman with disre- 
spect. He called for the reading of the last me- 
morial, as he had, in presenting the other, favored 
the House, if not with elaborate, certainly with a 
very strong statement. F 

Mr. WATMOUGH was happy to hear the dis- 
claimer, and moved the suspension of the rule, in 
order that the memorial might be read; and upon 
this motion he asked the yeas and nays. 

The House refused to order the yeas and 
nays, and the motion to suspend the rule was 
rejecte 

Mr. i h 
vote referring the memorial to the committee, in 
order that he might call for its reading. Rejected 
—88 to 102. 

Mr. LANE presented the petition of the citi- 
zens of Ripley and Switzerland counties, in the 
State of Indiana, and of the county of Gallatin, in | 
the State of Kentucky, praying the establishment 
ofa mail route from Georgetown, in the State of 
Kentucky, by the way of Owington, Ghent, 
Vevey, Mount Sterling, Cross Plains, and Ver- 
sailles, to Napoleon, in the State of Indiana; to 
be'conveyed in stages. 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, submitted the fol- | 
lowing resolution; which lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to communicate to this House the correspond- 
ence and reports of the agents charged with sul 
perintending the repairs of the fort and sea-wal- 
at St. Augustine, Florida, or such parts as will 
show its condition, with an estimate of the sum 
required to complete the improvements, and also 
the report and estimate for the completion of 
the improvements of certain rivers and roads in 
Florida. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS submitted the following 
resolution; which lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the following be adopted as one 
of the standing rules for conducting business in 
this House, to follow immediately after the fifty- 
seventh rule: : i 

At every session of Congress, commencing on 
the first Monday. of December, it shall be the duty | 
ofthe Committec6f Waysand Means,within thirty 
days after their appointment, to report the general 
annual appropriation bills for the support of Gov- 
ernment, of the Army and Navy, and for the Indian 
. department, and Indjan annuities; or, on failure 
thereof, the reasons of such failure. 


Mr. HAWES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day on the table: _ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to this House the names and 
numbers of all the cadets who have been received 
into the United States Military Academy, in each | 
year, from the 31st of December, 1829, till the 
present time; the States and Territories, including 
the District of Columbia, from whencz they came, 
respectively, distinguishing between those who 
have been graduated and have received commis- 
sions and those who have withdrawn or have been | 
dismissed from the institution; stating, also, the | 
names and number of those graduates now in the | 
Army of the United States, and designating (as far 
as practicable) those whose fathers or guardians 
were, or now are, members of Congress, or Gov- | 
ernors of States or Territories, or holding offices | 
in the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. MARDIS, the House sus- || 
pended the rule, to permit him to offer the following | 


resolution: ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post, 
routes in Alabama: from Erie, Green county, to | 
Livingston, Sumpter county; from Marion, Perry | 
county, to Cahawbe, Dallas county; from Pick- 
enaville, Pickens county, to Jackson, Mississippi; 
from Benton court-house, Benton county, via | 

. Kelly’s Spring, to the court-house in Talladega | 

county; and from thence to Wetumpka, Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill supple j 
mental to an act passed for the final adjustment of 
land claims in Louisiana. 


d. . 
WATMOUGH moved to reconsider the || 


- Mr. HARPER, a bill for the relief of William 
Harrison and others. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, a bill to provide more 
effectually for the defence of the Arkansas frontier.- 

Mr. McKINLEY, a bill for the relief of Ebene- 
zer Reed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from. the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported a resolution that Robert Mills 
be paid 1,000 dollars out of the contingent fund of 
the House, for his services as architect in making 
alterations, &c.,in the Hall. 

Mr. J. remarked, that Mr. Mills had been em- 
ployed by the last House of Representatives to 
make the alterations which conduced so much to 
their comfort; and he thought the present House 
were only performing an act of justice in paying 

im. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY objected to the resolution, 
as he contended that the subject should be referred 
to the Committee of Claims, that they might re- 
| port. upon it, 

Mr. HAWES moved an amendment to strike 
i out 1,000 dollars and insert 250 dollars. 

After a few brief remarks by Mr. JARVIS in 
support of the resolution— : 

Mr. EWING moved to recommit the resolution 
to the Committee on Public Buildings, with a view 
that further experiments might be madeto improve 
the Hall, which at present was so constructed that 
scarcely a word of the ordinary business could be 
heard whilst in progress. 

Mr. PARKER objected to the payment being 
made out of the contingent fund. 

After a few brief remarks from Messrs. BURGES 
and EVANS, the resolution was recommitted to 
| the Committee of Claims. à 
The House went into Committee of the Whole 


tion for the commissariat for 1834. 

Ths bill was considered, and having been re- 
ported to the Fouse, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 11, 1834. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial signed 
by 10,259 citizens of Philadelphia, relative to the 
| pecuniary distress, assigning the cause to be the 
| removal of the Government deposites from the 
Bank of the United States. 

Mr. McK EAN rose and said, he had been hon- 
ored with the charge of a memorial, signed, as he 
had been informed, by about ten thousand citizens 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, complain- 
ing of the existence of great distress and pressure 
| in that community, which they attributed to the 
removal of the Government deposites. Mr. McK. 
said he had been waited on by a very respectable 
committee of gentlemen from that city, now here, 
who expressed their view to him at length on the 
subject. And although he differed from them in 
opinion as to the causes of the distress and pres- 
| sure, yet he could no longer disbelieve the fact that 
such a state of things did exist there. 
that the memorial be read, referred to the Commit- 


a letter from that committee to himself, which he 
desired might be read. 

After the memorial had been read, 

Mr. CLAY suggested that the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania might comprehend 
the printing of the signatures, and the accompany- 
ing letter; which 


Mr. McKEAN assented to. 


; memorial was referred. 

Mr.GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the regu- 
lation of the Post Office Department, with amend- 
ments; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the preamble and 
resolutions of a meeting held in Burke county, 
North Carolina, of a similar character with those 
presented a few minutes before by Mr. McKean. 
| Mr. BROWN asked for the reading of the 


| paper; and the paper was accordingly re&d. 


| Mr. MANGUM then sent a letter to the table, 
i which he desired might be read. > 


on the state of the Union, Mr. Tnomsow in the |i 
chair, and considered the bill making appropria- | 


He moved || and organs, spread analarm that the country was 


tee on Finance, and printed. He also presented |; 


After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER, the |! 


The letter having been read— 

Mr. BROWN rose and said, that although he 
| had not been apprized, but a few moments before, 
| that this preamble and resolutions were to be pre- 
sented to the Senate, he felt it to be his imperative 
duty, as one of the Representatives of the State of 
North Carolina, on this floor, in consequence of 
the tone of this preamble and resolutions, and of 
the remarks of his colleague, to take the present 
occasion to explain some of his views in reference 
to this subject. 

He was one of those who, in his representative 
capacity, felt every disposition to respect publie 
opinion, whenever that opinion could be properly 
ascertained. Whenever he should be brought to 
feel a settled conviction that the opinion of the 
i people of North Carolina was in opposition to the 
course which he had felt it to be his duty to take 
on great political measures, and whenever that 
opinion should be fairly presented to him, he would 
be either prepared to obey it, or to relinquish the 
| seat which he had the honor to hold on this floor. 
If he did not adopt one of these alternatives, he 
should consider that he was acting in opposition 
to the sacred principles of our republican institu- 
tions, and following the practice of those who, 
while they were issuing denunciations of execu- 
tive usurpations of power, were themselves acting 
in opposition to the expression of opinion of their 
own constituents, and were thus violating the 
| great principles of republican’ government. But 
he could not consent to take the opinions of these 
petitioners, respectable as he admitted them to be, 
as the sense of the people of North Carolina, It 
was true that some of the signers of this paper had 
been supporters of the present Executive, but it 
was equally true that others of them were his de- 
cided opponents. From the tone of the resolu- 
tions, and the character of the newspapers selected 
for their publication, he inferred, indeed, that ` 
the greater number had been always in opposition 
| to General Jackson. What were those. papers ?: 
| The National Intelligencer, the U.S. Telegraph, 
| the Richmond Whig. He admitted that some of 
| the signers of the paper were once among the 
; friends of the Executive, but this document came 
| to the Senate in a very questionable shape. 

In regard to the great question which was agi- 
tating the country from one end of it to the other, 
his own opinion had been firmly and deliberately 
made up. From a view of all the circumstances, 
| he was satisfied that the dgitation and embarrass- 
iment which prevailed resulted from the conduct 
of the bank itself, and the conduct of that political 
party, the existence of which seemed to depend 
on that of the bank. He should deem himself 
recreant to all republican principles, and to his 
own feelings, did he not place himself in zeal- 
| ous and determined opposition to such a course. 
What had been the course of the bank? When 
i about eight millions were drawn from the bank— 
asum small in comparison to its capital—every 
effort was immediately put in operation to pro- 
| duee distress and embarrassment in the country. 
While the bank thus put the screws down hard 
upon the people, politicians, men in high places, 
| newspapers, the whole squadron of paid agents 


to be plunged into ruin by the removal of the de- 
i posites. Was not that conduct alone calculated 
to produce the distress which was foretold? 
Would it not alarm the capitalists of the country, 
ithe men who had any superfluous money, and 
| prevent them from loaning to others? Unques- 
tionably. 

Believing, as he himself did, that the freedom 
and independence of the people and the mainte- 
i nance of the Constitution depended on the issue 


: of this contest, he would not consent for himself, 
i and the State he represented, that they should be 
‘influenced by the cry of alarm which had been 
| sent abroad. The public distress was a fertile 
‘theme for declamation; but could it be doubted 
| that politicians feed on this distress; that it is the 
i fund from which they draw their arguments, and 


ii they speculate on it to the greatest.advantage? 


Let the condition of the bank be as unjustifiable 
as it could be, these gentlemen were uniformly 


unexceptionable as it might, they could find noth- 
ing to justify. 


| $ 
| skeptical; and be the action of the Executive as 
i 


There was another view which he was desirous 
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to present. He should be opposed now to the 
-restoration of the deposites, because the inevitable 
sesult of such a measure would be the rethartering 
* af the United States Bank. It was true, that it 
had been denied by many gentlemen that there 
was any connection between the two questions. 
But what did they hear? Were they not told that 
it. was impossible for the Government to carry on 
its financial operations without a fiscal agent; and 
that, without such agency, the whole of our rev- 
enue system would be involved in ruin? There 
were many who contended that the questions were 
distinct, and, while they were insisting on the 
restoration of the deposites, declared that they had 
no desire to touch the question of chartering. the 
bank; but it was evident that, while affecting to 
hate the traitor, they cherished the treason. If 
the bank possessed all this power to cripple the 
commerce of the country, to shackle industry, and 
jnjure.our markets, it was an establishment repug- 
nant to the Constitution, and one which might 
ultimately seize the reins of Government. If it 
possessed all the tremendous power, in time of 
peace, what if, in the moment of war, it should 
take upon itself the power to control all the State 
banks? It was his settled opinion, that if, ina 
great war of national rights, the stockholders of 
‘the United States Bank should choose to array 


themselves against’ the Government, as was the | 


case with some of the owners of capital in the last 
war, they could arrest all the operations of the 
country, stop the progress of resistance, and com- 
pel the Government to conclude a treaty—a dis- 
graceful treaty. Could he sanction the institution 
when it was admitted to possess such power? 
Although he placed a high value on the honor of 
a seat on this floor, if he were constrained to hold 
it only ag the advocate of such an institution, the 
seat would lose all its value in his estimation, and 
he would surrender it without regret. 

What did the-Senate already begin to see? In 
Pennsylvania, where the bank was situated, public 
opinion was rising up against it, The honest and 
indignant voice of the people were denouncing it. 
It had been tried by a jury of the vicinnge—tried 
by its own State—and there was no doubt that 
the public judgment would be recorded against it. 
Entertaining these views, and without desiring to 
throw apy imputation on other gentlemen, he had 


found himself impelled to offer them to the Senate. | 


iTe could not doubt that his colleague, in present- 
ing his remarks on offering the resolutions, bad 
honestly obeyed the convictions of his mind; 
and, while he accorded this tribute of justice 
to him, he hoped to receive for himself an equal 
charity. 

One word further. IJe protested against the 
influence of this bank being exerted in his State. 
He denied that the State was in any way depend- 
ent on the institution. There was never a greater 
degree of prosperity among the people than at this 
ume. 


he denied that the bank had any control. 
had their own resources, drawn from their in- 


dustry, by means of which they carried on their |: 


own operations. No national bank could reach 


them. They were entirely beyond its influence | 


and control. 

It had been stated, in a letter presented by his 
colleague to the Senate, and which had been read, 
that some of the notes of the State banks had been 


at eight per cent. discount in the western part of |: 
North Carolina. That bank was in as good credit | 
as any bank in the Union. [twas aspeciepaying ` 


bank, and all that be should say was, that if its 
notes were ata discount of eight per cent. in the 
State, it was a greater discount than was asked in 
New York, or anywhere else. In New York, he 
believed the discount wag only two per cent.; and 
it was strange, indeed, if it was two per cent. in 
New York, and eight per cent. athome. He had 
noticed in a recent paper, that commissioners had 


been appointed to receive subscriptions of stock |: 


for a new bank, and they were receiving the notes 


ture on the subject. His colleague had said, that 
the flame was extending in the mountain region; 
that this was one of the strongholds of the Ad- 


Its population consisted of industrious | 
farmers, mechanics, and planters, and over these |: 
They |: 


|, ions of the country. 


|, the Supreme Court of the United States; and now 
of the State bank for stock, because.it was a!) 
specie-paying bank. There was a difficulty in ii 
selecting a bank in the State for the public depos- `` 
ites, until there had been an action of the Legisla- | 


ministration, but that the flame was spreading || 
and threatening a general conflagration. Now, | 
he himself had no doubt that North Carolina į; 
would sustain the Administration; that the opin- || 
ions of the people, republicaiy as they were, were-|i 
decidedly against domestic foes as well as foreign || 
enemies, and would support the Government || 
against both. He had no doubt that these mount- 
ain men—mostly the descendants of that gallant 
band which so valiantly maintained the honor of 
| their country at Xing’s Mountain—would, on this 
occasion, exhibit a firmness and courage which 
would not dishonor the achievement of that day. 
Mr. BENTON asked what could be the object 
in printing so many names. as were appended to 
this memorial twice over? They had been or- 
dered to be printed in the other House already. 
Mr. WEBSTER said that the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Brown] had adverted to the 
rates of exchange of certain bank notes. He said 
that the bills of North Carolina were at a discount 
of two percent. The prices current of January 
24th Jast, rate the notes of North Carolina ata 
discount of five percent. Those of Kentucky at 
from five to eight. Alabama eight to twelve. The 
| notes of Louisiana and Mississippi at eight to 
twelve. In these States, in August last, North 
Carolina notes were at one and a half to two. 
South Carolina oneand a half totwo. Kentucky 
four to six; and he supposed these indications of 
the currency and rate of exchange were as correct 
asany. flehad butone word more to say. The 
gentleman had repeated what had often been re- 
peated, and what was a subject only fit for a fur- 
ther inquiry, that the bank was making every 
effurt to produce. the pressure and distress which 
į now exists. Would the gentleman tell us what 
the bank has done, and whatit should not do? He 
surely did not mean to take up the common cry, 
founded upon no data. If the bank has not dis- 
| counted to the utmost of its ability, show us the 
i grounds for theobjection. Whatare his grounds? 
So far as we know, it has not curtailed a dollar of | 
its accommodations beyond the amount of depos- 
ites removed from it. We see from its condition 
in New York, where it had three millions of de- 
posites, and has now but $75,009, it has discounted 
to the amount of half-a million. This did not 
seem like screwing down the community. Mr. 
W. wished what the bank had done to be known, 
and so far as there was any known fact in relation 
to its conduct, he should interrupt no gentleman 
in exposing it. But he thought the charge ought 
‘to be made so that the people may judge whether 
| the bank was in fault or not. . 
| Mr, BIBB was one of those who desired to 
| repel the idea of wishing to recharter the United 
‘States Bank. He was no bank man, and never i 
i had been. He was hostile to that bank, and to all 
_ the State banks; but if we were compelled to 
' submit to one of many evils, he would choose the 
least; he would rather oppose the whole sysiem; 
but if he must submit to a tyrant, he would rather 
yield to one than to four hundred. The man who 
i should invent a diferent sort of system than the 
present, which shall press so lightly upon the 
business, the debits and credits of the country, 
as that they cannot be materially afected by it, 
should have his hearty support. This, however, 
was not the question presented in these memorials, 
but it was convenient to seize on them as reasons 
i for evading the true causes of the distress. There 
was nothing in the natural elements calculated to 
cause all this alarm and disquietude. The muli- $ 
plication of these memorials attested the fact of the | 
stoppsge of the money concerns of the country. 
i There is a deep distress, a col! mildew which has 
: benumbed the commercial and business transac- 
It is so, or gentlemen are 
- inattentive to the sources of information; they are 
» the representations of merchants, dealers, and tra- 
; ders, speaking the language of soberness and truth. 
The charter of the bank is a contract made by the 
authorities of the Government, and sanctioned by 


to refuse to abide by the terms of the contract and 
carry it into effect, would bé to stultify the Con- 
gress which made the bank; for President Jackson 
to stultify President Madison. It is a contract for 
which a eonsideration has been given; and he, for | 
one, would not be willing to tarnish the faith of 
the Government in the eyes of Europe and the ciy- ! 


i 


jlized world by proclaiming that the former Con- 
gress did not know their duty. By the eighth 
article of the bank charter it was required and com- 
pelled to confine its debts within its capital, and by 
its charter it was bound to curtail its debts and its 


! discounts in proportion to the reduction of its pub- 


lic and private deposites; and ‘he would presume 
that it had done ail this, until some actual case to 
the contrary was brought to his mind. He was 
a Republican; but he was equally opposed to the 
tumult of democracy as he was to the calm of des- 
potism. He was in favor of the wili of the people 
to be expressed in its most effective form. 

Mr. BROWN wished to say a word or two in 
reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts. He 
had referred to the rate of exchange to show the 
value of North Carolina and other notes at Phil- 
adelphia. I (said Mr. B) had remarked that North 
Carolina notes of the State Bank were at two or 
three per cent. in the northern cities, and had in- 
ferred that they could not have depreciated down 
to eight per cent. in their own State, when they 
were at two per cent. at so remote a distance. It 
seemed that North Carolina notes were reported 
at only five per cent. discount in Philadelphia, 
which was not so much as the alleged discount in 
the western part of North Carolina.* But he con- 
sidered the Philadelphia market to besan unsafe 


‘guide, as it was under the control of brokers who 
i might be connected with the bank, and nothing 
: could be more easy than for a combination of tra- 
| ders, who wished to depreciate the price of notes 
i for a few weeks, to do so, But they were not so 
: omnipotent as to be able to do this for any length 
‘ of time. There were no notes in better credit than 
i those of the North Carolina State Bank, which was 


a specie-paying bank, The banks in the State 
were in the possession of public confidence; their 
charters were on the’point of expiring, except one, 
which had been lately rechartered by the Legisla- 
ture, and they were in the daily fulfilment of their 
obligations. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
had stated that he (Mr. B.) had made grave 
charges against the bank, and asked him for the 
proof. He thought that there was strong proof 
before the world. What wag its conduct when 
the public deposites were at first removed? Did it 
not immediately curtail its discounts to an amount 
far beyond that which had been withdrawn? The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Wirxrs] had, 
some days since, read a paper to show that bills 
of exchange were sold on better terms by some of 
the State banks of Pennsylvania than by the Uni- 
ted States Bank, showing the disposition on the 
part of the United States Bank to embarrass the 
domestic exchange. That was some proof. What 
other proof was there? Its rapid and great curtail- 
ments of its accommodations everywhere, except, 
perhaps, in New York, where it might have pur- 
sued a different policy. There was yet an amount 
of tei millions of specie in its vaults, yet it con- 
tinued to reduce its discounts. The great danger 
was in the secret operations of the bank, Ifallits 
schemes could be developed, and the public could 
havea knowledge of all its secret machinery, which 
was employed in spreading distress through the 
community, they would discover that, like the elec- 


i tric stroke, it was not seen until it had fulfilled its 
: fatal mission. 


Mr. MANGUM said he reciprocated the kind- 
est feelings towards his colleague. The Philadel- 


|; phia stock market had been objected to by him. 
! Perhaps he would have none to the New York 


market, where the same prices prevailed. The 
question was not one of bank or no bank, but to 


_ restore the faith of the Government, and to repair 


the injury inflicted on it. A 
Mr. PRESTON entered the Senate Chamber 
with much agitation, just as Mr. Maneun had 


‘ closed his remarks; when, 


Mr. FORSY PH having obtained the floor, gave 
way to~- 


Mr. PRESTON, who said he did not rise with 


* Mr. Brown deems it his duty to state, that 
since the debate which occurred in the Senate on 


i this subject, he has seen the ‘Morning Courier . 


and New York Enquirer,” dated on the 8th in- 
stant, and that the rate of discount in the city of 
New York, as given in that paper, on the notes of 


^the several banks of North Carolina, is from 2: to 


3 per cent. only. 
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a wish to interrupt the debate, but to announce the 
facttbat he had just witnessed an awful occurrence. 
A distinguished member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, [Mr. BouLpix, of Virginia,] whilein the 
discharge of his cfficial duties, and actually upon 
the floor, addressing the Chair, had failen from his 
position, and then lay a corpse in the Hall! 


The Senate then, on motion of Mr. PRESTON, 
immediately adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 11, 1834. : 
Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George | 


Davenport; read twice and committed. 


Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would, on Tues- | 
day next, move that the House go into Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the | 


«“ bill to reduce and graduate the price of the pub- 
lic lands,” pursuant to instructions from the com- 
mittee by whom the bill was reported. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Ter- 


ritories, reported a bill repealing certain acts of the | 


Legislative Council of Florida; read twice and 
committed, 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported ‘a bill to describe the mode of 
paying pensions heretofore granted by the United 
Sates,” accompanied by a detailed report, as fol- 
lows: 

‘The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom 
was referred.the message of the President of the 
United States, of the 4.6 of February, 1834, with 
the accompanying documents, communicatifg to 
Congress the refusal of the Bank of the United 
States to deliver over to the order of the Secretary 
of War, the books, papers, and funds, connected 
with the disbursements to be made under the act 
of June, 1832, entitled ** Anact supplementary to 
the act for the relief of certain surviving officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution’”’— 


REPORT: 


That they have given to the subject all the con- 
sideration which its importance demands, as well 
from its intrinsic character as from the class of 
most meritorious persons whose interests may be 
affected by the delay which may take place in the 
payment of the sums respectively due to them, in 
consequence of the refusal of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States to deliver over the funds heretofore 
provided by law for their payment, tegether with 
the books and papers connected with its disburse- 
ment. a 

The bank, by the appointment of the Secretary 
of War, has heretofore been the disbursing agent 
of the Government, under the act of June 7, 1832, 
‘for the relief of certain surviving officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution.” 


the faithful performance of the duty assigned them, 
and are removable by the Executive. 


arol over them has been deemed essential to the |; 


correct performance of their duty, as well as to the 


just security of the public interests. The bank, | 


however, under the act of June 7, 1832, claims to 
be the disbursing officer of the Government, inde- 
pendent of the appointment of the Executive, to 
hold the office by law, and to be beyond the power 
of removal by the executive authority. Such a 
claim, to be supported, should be clearly estab- 
lished, as it is at variance with the general prin- 
ciples of the Constitution and laws. 

The committee, on an examination of the docu- 
ments accompanying the President’s message, find 
that an order was given by the Commissioner of 
Pensions, which order was authorized by the Sec- 
retary of War, for removing from the Bank of the 
United States and its branches, to the local banks 
of deposite, at places where such local banks had 
been selected, the books, papers, and funds, rela- 


ting to the execution of the act of June 7, 1832. , 


With this requisition the bank has declined a com- 
pliance, on the ground that the bank is constituted 
by law the agent for making payments under the 


act of 1822, and that the Secretary of War has | 


consequently no right to transfer these duties to 
any other agent. : 
The question is, therefore, one of authority be- 


In ordinary circum- | 
stances, all disbursing officers are responsible for |; 


This con- | 


i 


tween one of the departments of the Government 
| and the Bank of the United States, in which the 
| bank has undertaken to retain the money and other 
|| property of the Government, until some measure, 
degislative or judicial, can be adopted, whereby the 
| authority of the Executive over the public money 
! and property, and the right claimed by the bank 
; to retain them, can be determined, and provision 
made for their ultimate disposition. 

The committee are of opinion that the bank has 
| taken a position, and set up a claim to the posses- 
i 
d 
d 
H 
| 


sion of the funds, books, and papers in question, 
which ‘cannot be supported. The opinion of the 
Attorney General, communicated by the President, 
contains a history of the agency of the bank inthe 
payment of pensions, and of claims under the act 
| of 1832, and also a full and, as the committee think, 
a correct view of the law of the case. To this 
|| Opinion they refer, as greatly diminishing their 
|| labors on this part of the subject. It is conceded 
| that, by various legislative enactments, direct and 
indirect, the bank was constituted the disbursing 
| agent for paying invalid and revolutionary pen- 
| sloners prior to, and under the, act of March 18, 
1818. ‘The Secretary of War has given no direc- 
| tions for the change of this agency, and the bank 
| remains as it was, the disbursing officer for the 
| payment of pensions under these laws. But the 
| case is otherwise under the act of June 7, 1832. 
| Under that act the bank was not, by the terme, or 
any fair construction of the law, constituted the 
|| disbursing agent for paying the annuities which it 
! granted. That act is supplementary to the act 
| “for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of | 
| the army of the Revolution,” passed May 15, 1828. 
| These two acts form parts of the same system. 
| The act of 1832 has reference to that of 1828, and 
ii the phraseology of both is nearly identical. They 
i| provide for making payments for the surviving | 
| officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, in | 
i: consideration of services, and the sums to be paid | 


|| are denominated pay; and before any payment 


‘can be made under either of these laws, if the jj 


| persons claiming their benefitare already receiving 
ii pensions under former laws, such pensions are 
| required to be relinquished, No wounds are re- 
i quired to entitle a man to this ‘ monthly pay,” 
|; as they are agreeably to the system of the invalid 
‘| pension laws; nor is poverty essential to this aid, as 
jit is under the actsof March 18, 1818, and the act 
i| of May 1, 1820, supplementary thereto. But the 
whole claim seems to be piaced on the ground of 
| services, and in consideration of them the ‘ an- 
| nuity” is given and received. The execution of 
|| both these acts was confided to the Secretary of 
|| the Treasury, and that officer was authorized to 
|j cause the payments to be made at such times and 
i places as he thought proper. The act of 1828 pro- 
vides ‘‘that the pay allowed by this act shall, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, be paid to the officer or soldier entitled there- | 
to, or to their authorized attorney, at such places | 
and days as the said Secretary may direct.” Theact 


| of 1832 provides ‘that the pay allowed by this | 
| act shall, under the direction of the Secretary of | 
' the Treasury, be paid to the officer, non-com- | 
| missioned officer, musician, or private, entitled | 
| thereto, or his or their authorized attorney, at 


| such places and times as the Secretary of the Treasury 
| may direct.’? And both acts contain a permanent 
| appropriation of the sams necessary to carry them | 
jintoeffect. The Secretary of the Treasury, under || 
i| the authority given by the act of 1828, has caused | 
i| the payment to be made at the Treasury directly | 
|| to the individuals entitled. The bank never had | 
|: any agency whatever under this law, nor is it: 
| known to the committee that they ever interposed | 
i| any claim to make these payments. It is very i 
i| clear that, if the payments under the act of 1828 
|| could be made at the Treasury, or at such other i 
|| place asthe Secretary of the Treasury might direct, | 
tt 


i| without the intervention of the bank as the dis- 
i| bursing agent, so could the payments under the | 
| act of 1832 be made in like manner, had the execu- | 
|| tion of the actof 1832 remained with the Secretary 
'| of the Treasury. The execution of this act was, 
| however, by a joint resolution of June 28th, 1832, | 
| devolved upon the Secretary of War, and the duties | 
“which the act required to be performed by the 


| 


i 
i 
i 
f 
| 
[i 


] 
H 
| 
|| Secretary of the Treasury were ‘‘ transferred to the 

£f War.” The Secretary of War was, 


|| Secretary of J z 
l by this resolution, clothed with the same authority 


. ments could have been made by the T reapury De- 
u 


to make payments to those entitled under. the act 
of 1832, at such times and -places as he might 
direct, as was previously possessed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. In whatever mode the pay- 


partment previous to the adoption of the resolution 
of June 28th, 1832, in the same mode they can be 
made at the War Department after the adoption of 
that-resolution. The whole business, then, was 
to be done under the “‘ direction” of the Secretary 
of War, and the payments made at such “ times 
and places” as he may direct. It will not be dis- 
puted that the words of the law confer upon the 
Secretary of War a general supervisory authority 
over the payments to be made under it. They 
authorize the payments to be made whensoever, 
wheresoever, and by whomsoever the Secretary 
may direct. If the Secretary were to direct the 
payments to be made at the Treasury, (as by the 
law he has a clear right to do,) it surely cannot be 
maintained that an agent of the bank must stand 
by to receive the money and pass it over to those 
entitled. It surely cannot be contended that the 
money is not properly disbursed, unless it first 
pass through the hands of the bank. If the Sec- 
retary of War thinks the convenience of those 
entitled to pay under this act, or the public interest 
requires that places of payment should be desig- 
nated where there are no branches of the United 
States Bank, may the bank, by refusing to estab- 
lish an agency at such places, (and there is no 
law requiring them to do so,) defeat the contem- 
plated arrangement? It appears to the committee 
that the power confided to the Secretary of War, 
to designate times and places of payment, neces- 
sarily includes the authority to select the persons 
who are to act as agents in making the payments, 
as without such authority the power to direct the 
times and places of payment would be wholly 
nugatory. 

‘The committee are of opinion that upon no cor- 
rect principles can the bank claim the legal right 
to make these payments—either in their character 
of commissioners of loans, or as disbursing agent 
of the Government. The charter does not con- 
fer on the bank the right of being in all cases the 
agent for the payment of pensions. It reserves 
to Congress the power to impose on the bank the 
duty which was before performed by the com- 
missioners of loans; and as those commissioners, 
at the date of the bank charter, performed the 


| duties of agent for paying the invalid pensions, 


the reservation in the charter authorized Congress 
to impose that duty on the bank, But Congress 
may or may not, at its own pleasure, exercise the 
power it has thus reserved. The bank can have 
no right to demand its exercise. The charter, 
therefore, in this respect, confers no right on the 
bank. It merely reserves to Congress the power 
to impose a duty, and the duty of the bank in 
this particular cannot be more extensive than 
the laws. passed subsequently to the charter shalt 
be found to require of it. The actof the 3d of 
March, 1817, made it the duty of the bank to 
pay, as agent, the pensions which, before that 
time, were paid by the commissioners of loans; 
but it does not require that all the pensions after- 
wards created shall be paid in like manner by the 
bank. Its provisions are expressly confined to 
the duties which were then performed by the 
commissioners of Joans, and no allusion is made 
in the law to pensions which may afterwards be 
created. The act of 1818 directs the pensions 
which it gave to be paid in the same manner as 
pensions to invalids had before that time been 
paid, and it is by virtue of this provision that the 
bank pays the pensioners under this law. But 
this act, like that of #817, makes no general pro- 
vision on the subject of paying pensions. It 
directs the manner in which the particular pensions 
it created should be paid; but it does nothing 
more. 

From this statement it appears that the duty of 
pension agent has been imposed on the bank by 
law, in those cases where the pensions were given 
by the act of 1818, or by some previous act of 
Congress, But it is not the duty of the bank to 
act as pension agent in relation to pensions created. 
since the law of 1818, unless some subsequent act 
of Congress has imposed that duty on it. 

If, then, it be assumed that the payments under 
the act of 1832 are to be regarded as pensions, 


* 
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et the bank would not be bound to take upon 
itself that duty, unless it was required of it by act 
of Congress. For it is not enough that new pen- 
sions are created—-there must also be some law 
directing the bank to act as agent in paying them; 
otherwise the bank can be nothing more than a 
voluntary agent, and at liberty, therefore, to sur- 
render their trust whenever they think proper. 

But there is no pretence that the law or resolu- 
tion of 1832 contains any direction that the bank 
should act.as agent in paying these claims. There 

_is no reference in the law to any former act of 
Congress from which such an intention can be in- 
ferred, even by the most strained and forced con- 
struction; and, therefore, if these payments be 
considered pensions, in the legal sense in which 
the word is used in the acts of Congress, yet the 
duty of paying them has not been imposed on the 
bank, and they were not bound to perform the 
duty, unless they supposed it to be their interest 
to do so., 

There is another point of view in which the sub- 
ject presents itself, and which it is believed is still 
more important; and that is the attitude assumed 
by the bank. They do not claim the books, pa- 
pers, and funds, as belonging to them. These are 
confessedly the property of the Government. 
. But they claim the right to retain the possession 
of them, not from any interest which they have in 
them, for this is disavowed, but merely that they 
may take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
This is certainly a novel pretension, and it is be- 
lieved is now for the first time asserted by a cor- 
poration, at least in the United States. By the 
Constitution, the execution of the laws is confided 
to the Executive. 

The allegation of the bank, as contained in the 
letter of the president of the bank of January 23, 
1834, that “it is no justification to the bank. to 
obey any other authority,” (than Congress,) ‘for 
‘if it pays money or transfers money, without the 
t authority of Congress, its accounts may be dis- 
‘allowed by the accounting officers,” does not, in 
the opinion of the committee, deserve to be ser’- 
‘ously considered or refuted. It is impossible to 
conceive upon what grounds such an apprehension 
as is here pretended could be seriously entertained; 
for whatever authority: the bank had to disburse 
the annuities under the act of June Tth, 1832, was 
derived, not from Congress, for the act direcis the 
payments to be made “under the direction of' the 


Secretary,” but from their appointment as paying | 
agent, by the Secretary of War; and if he gave | 
the authority, it would be strange, indeed, if he j 


could not revoke it. The public money had been 
placed in the hands of the bank, by order of the 
Secretary of War, and if he revokes that order, 
and directs the money to be returned to the treas- 
ury, or transferred to other agents, it is absurd to 
suppose that the bank, by obeying, should be in 
any way embarrassed in the settlement of their 
accounts, There was not theslightestground for 
such a belief; and it cannot, therefore, be urged 
ag any extenuation or apology for the course of 
the bank. 

In no view of the subject can the bank, in the 
opinion of the committee, rightfully retain posses- 
sion of the money and property of the Govern- 
ment, Ifthe law of 1832 had constituted the bank 
(which the committee do not concede, but, on the 
contrary, maintain it did not) the paying agent of 
the Government, it would not necessarily follow 
that they must keep possession of these books, 
papers, and funda, Many cases might be con- 
ceived in which it would be not only proper, but 
the duty, of the Government to resume. the pos- 
session of them. The books and papers might be 


wanted for copying, examination, or correction, | 
or other conceivable purposes. The money appro- || 
riated for these payments might be accumulated | 


in an unnecessary degree at a given point, and 
might.be wanted elsewhere, in consequence of a 
diminished supply at other ‘places ° designated 
by the Secretary for the payments. But the 


ground taken by the bank excludes all possibility | 


of the exercise of this supervisory regulation of 


the head of the department, whose duty the law | 
makes it to see that the “ pay” allowed by the act | 


shall be made under his ‘direction’ and at such 
* times” and “ places’? as he may designate. The 
bank, in effect, says. we have decided that we are 
the proper agents to make the payments, and there- 


$ 


fore the Government shall in no case have any 
power to withdraw the property which it has here- 
tofore placed in our possession. Sucha principle, 
if applied to all other cases of disbursing officers 
who may assume the ground that they have beens 
illegally dealt with, would lead to consequences 
which do not require to be stated, and could not, 
for a moment, be tolerated. 

If the bank when the demand was made for the 
books, papers, and money of the Government in 
its possession had “‘ protested,” if they thought 
the demand illegal, and had. then delivered them 
up, and had afterwards appealed to Congress or 
the judicial tribunals for such redress or decision 
as the nature of the case might call for, their 
position would have been far different from what 
itis now. Assuming to decide the law for them- 
selves, and arrogating the power to see that the 
laws be faithfully executed, they assume a power 
heretofore unknown to our laws and institutions. 
Claiming to define their own legal rights, they 
have so far forgotten the rights of the public as to 
withhold vouchers and funds to which they can 


| have no title. 


It further appears to the committee that the 


| change directed to be made by the Secretary of 


War was called for by the circumstances. Itis 
understood that the change has been confined toa 
substitution of the local banks of deposite for the 
Bank of the United States and its branches at those 
places where local banks or deposites have been 
selected. Where the public funds are yet depos- 
ited in the branches of the United States Bank, 
these branches are yet the agents for making the 
payments, by appointment of the Secretary of 


i War, under the act of June 7, 1832. Where the 


change has been made, the business is to be done | 
by the new agency without any charge whatever 
to the Government. 

The reason and propriety, therefore, of the 
measure, are obvious, The-object is to direct the 
banks holding the public money to pay out this 
money to persons claiming it under the act of 
June 7, 1832, instead of having the funds drawn 
from these banks and placed in the United States 
Bank and its branches, for the mere purpose of 
doing what the formef may do as well. To have 
continued the agency of the Bank of the United 
States in making these payments, when the pub- 
lic moneys were in other banks, would have 
been unnecessarily to put it in the power of the 
Bank of the United States, by means of the public 
funds, to draw large amounts of specie from time 
to time from the selected banks, to hoard in its 
own vaults, thereby to increase for its own pur- 
poses, a needless and unjustifiable pressure on the 
people. 

It remains to be considered what effect this un- 
warrantable act of the bank may have upon the 
future payments to be made to the officers and sol- 
diers entitled to the benefits of the provisions of the 
act of 1832. The committee called upon the Secre- 
tary of War for information on this point, and here- 


| with submit the answer which has been received. 
| ltappears that on the Ist of January last, the bank, 
as disbursing agent for the payment of claims || 


under the act of June 7th, 1832, held of public 
moneys drawn from the Treasury for this object, 


j the sum of $478,546 98. Since then, other pay- 


ments, toa comparatively small amount, may have 


' been made, and it is possible that subsequent set- 
| tlements may furtherreducethis balance. This sum 
had been regularly drawn from the Treasury by | 
| warrants inthe usual way, and placed in the pos- 
| session of the bank to be disbursed. 
| 1832 makes a standing appropriation of the amount 


The act of 


necessary to carry its provisions into effect. The 


| bank, by withholding the sum which it has in 


possession, stands in the situation of any other 
defaulting disbursing agent, and a sum equal to that 


, which it thus wrongfully retains, must be drawn 
i from the Treasury and applied to the payments 


until the amount withheld by it shall be recovered. 
The detention of the books and papers by the 
bank, will not necessarily postpone the payments 


jj until the possession of such books and papers may 
be recovered from the bank; but it will render it |: 


necessary for the Department of War to make 


| out new lists of those entitled to pay, and there is 
| no probability that this can be done sufficiently 


; 1832, to be made on the 4th of March next, !! 


a liability to error, in many cases, until the present 


| agents settle their account, resulting from the 


uncertainty of the periods to which the payments 
may have been made. But as no surviving claim- 
ants have been paid to a period later than the 4th 
of September last, all who are now living may be — 
paid on the 4th of March for the half year ending 
at that time. ` 

If any inconvenience should be felt by any of 
those veterans of the Revolution, as the committee 
believe it will be by all, by the delay which will 
take place in the payment of the next annuity due 
to them, it is to be attributed to the unjustifiable 
conduct of the bank in interposing to thwart the 
views of the Government, in withholding from the 
officers of Government the public money and pub- 
lic property, to which they do not pretend to have 
any claim. The committee cannot condemn, in 
terms too strong, the conduct of the bank in this 
transaction, The bank withholds from the pub- 
lic service the large sum of four hundred and sev- 
enty thousand five hundred and forty-six dollars 
and ninety-eight cents, and thus puts the Govern- 
ment to the inconvenience of applying other funds 
to the objects for which the sum they retain was 
appropriated and drawn from the Treasury. 

So far as respects the delivery of the public prop- 
erty in their possession, they refuse to obey the 
instructions issued; but so far as respects the ter- 
mination of the duty of making payments, they 
yield a ready acquiescence, and yet there is the 
same authority for the one order as for the other. 
But én the former case,-they have a direct pecu- 
niary interest in the course they pursue. In the 
latter, their interest is not at stake, and no one 
suffers but the Government, which must advance 
other funds to supply the place of those illegally | 
retained by the bank, and the veterans of the Rev- 
olution, who must wait for the amount due them 
until the necessary documents can be prepared to 
justify the payment. 

The existing laws are, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, adequate to enable the Government to 
effect a recovery from the bank of its money and 
property, and therefore they propose no measure 
of legislation in this respect. Neither is any fur- 
ther appropriation required to supply the place of 
the sum thus retained by the bank; for, as has 
been already remarked, the act of June 7, 1832, 
makes a standing appropriation of the sums ne- 
cessary to carry its provisions into effect. Ifthe 
bank, or any other disbursing agent for the pay- 
ment of thege claims, become defaulters, and. re- 
fuse to pay over the public moneys placed in their 
hands to make such payments, the meritorious 
class of citizens provided for by the act, cannot, 
on that account, be deprived of theirrights, though 
some of them may experience delay in receiving 
the sums due to them, as in this case they probably 
will, in consequence of the conduct of the bank, 
in withholding the public books and papers, by 
which the exact amount of their claims is to be 
ascertained. 

The committee deem the course of the bank 
such in this case as to justify the repeal of the 
several provisions constituting them pension 
agents, under the invalid acts and the acts of 1818 
and 1820. There seems to be no propriety in the 
separation of these duties; but as one may be con- 
veniently performed by the agents selected by the 
Secretary of War, so may the other. There seems 
to be a propriety; too, in confiding to a responsible 
officer of the Government the duty of making 
these payments, rather than leave it in the hands 
of an irresponsible corporation. They therefore 
pee mend this course, and report a bill accord- 
ingly. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the bill and report 
were ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, said that the 
subject was one of high interest to the public, and 
he moved a suspension of the rule, to allow him 
to move the printing of an extra number of copies. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. BLAIR 
moved that 10,000 copies of the report and accom- 
panying documents be printed. | 

The SPEAKER stated the motion must lieone 
day before it could be considered. 


NATIONAL PAINTINGS. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Buildings, ieported a joint resolution for the 
procurement of four national paintings to fill the 
vacant panelsin the Rotundo of the Capitol; which 

` was read the first time. 

The following bills were reported, read twice, 
and committed tothe Committee ofthe Whole, viz: 

By Mr. BARRINGER, a bill for the relief of 
John Carruck; 

By Mr. JOELNSON, of Kentucky, a bill for the 
relief of Paschal Hickman; 

By Mr. DEMING, a bill for the relief of Elijah 
Lucas; 

By Mr. DUNCAN, a bill to establish an addi- 
tional land office in the Territory of Arkansas; 

By Mr. YOUNG, a bill for the relief of Peter 
Jacquett. 

By Mr. YOUNG, a bill for the relief of H. 
Winett. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, remarked that 
yesterday the member from New York [Mr. 
CAMBRELENG] presented a memorial from sundry 


mercharfis ot New York in relation to the estab- |, 
lishment of a warehousing system, and it was |; 


referred, with three other papers relating to the 
Bank of the United States, tu the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He had no disposition nor 
desire that the three other papers should be other- 
wise referred than they have beens buithe memorial 


on the warehousing system invoived principles | 


other than those relating to finance. It related to 
the subject of commerce, and also to an interest 
which he was bound to advocate in this House, 
and with the care of which he was charged as the 
chairman of the Committee on Manufaciures. Fie 
had not read the memorial, nor was it now in his 
power to read it; but he apprehended that it was 


most deeply interesting to the manufacturing inter- | 


ests. He wished it to be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures, and asked a suspension of 
the rule to allow him to submit the motion. 

The motion to suspend the rule was putand lost. 


‘PENSION LAWS. 


The order of theday was then declared to be the | 


resolution of Mr. Cuiron, to appoint a select 


committee to inquire into the expediency of so | 
extending the general pension law as to embrace | 


within its provisions those persons who were 


engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 1784; |, INN eaid. it neren was héanderstand 
4 . , - 


‘and the amendment to it Ly Mr. Boutpiy, to ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the moral effects 
of the pension system upon the community, and 
how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN said he was unwilling 
to be the cause of further consumption of ime upon 
this subject. He understood that the Flouse was 
anxious to have it disposed of, as many resolu- 
tions had been and would be offered for the con- 
sideration of the House. He would, therefore, 
waive his right to speak on the subject, with the 
understanding that no gentleman should continue 
the debate. 

Mr. GILMER said he was extremely anxious 

- that the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia should be discussed. 


Mr. ALLAN then moved the previous question, |: 


with a view to ascertain the sense of the House 
as to the continuance of the discussion. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, expressed a wish 
that the motion would be suspended till his col- 
Jeague, the mover of the amendment, should appear 
in his seat. ier ted 

The motion for the previous question was sec- 
-onded by the House. . 

- Mr. MASON demanded the yeas and nays on 
the previovs question, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken whether the main 
question should be put, it was decided in the 
affirmative—yess 136, nays 66. s 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
as submitted by the member from Kentucky, and 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 119. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


Mr. MERCER obtained leave to report a bill | 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals, author- |; 


izing the construction of a bridge over the Poto- 
mac, and repealing all former acts passed on this 
subject; which was read twice. 


to the Commiitee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, as he considered that committee the most 
appropriate in which a measure was to be dis- 
cussed by which a great saving was to be effected; 
he also moved that the report, wilh the accom- 
panying documents, should be printed. 
© Mr. McKENNAN remarked that, as he did 
: hot see in his seat the chairman of the Committee 
: on the District, he would state that the improve- 


' mittee, and he would move that the subject should 
: be referred to it. 
: Mr. MERCER disclaimed having any intention 
| of trenching upon the rights of any committee, 
and he explained that he felt it his duty—as the 
; Committee on Internal Improvements were about 
` to adjust their improvements to meet the revenue 
` of the country, that as the expenditure about to be 
! undertaken, involved, he was credibly informed, 
the large amount of full three millions, if not five 
| millions—to recommend the present proposition, 
: which would only require $130,000 as sufficient 
: for every reasonable purpose. 

Mr. McKENNAN said he had every respect 
for the chairman of the Committee on Roads and 
! Canals, but nevertheless he could not see why 
i any views which had been submitted to that com- 


of the bridge could not be considered by the com- 

; mittee in which it originated; and after detailing 

; the proceedings taken by the Committee on the 

| District, to effect the construction of the bridge, he 
desired that their claim to have the subject before 
them should be recognized. 

' Mr. MERCER remarked, that the proceedings 
had originated in consequence of a report to the 
House by Mr. Wicxxirre, which had, thereupon, 
made an appropriation of sixty thousand dollars 


: sand dollars for purchasing the rights of the com- 

pany. Nothing was, however, done, and the Pres- 
! ident of the United States had reported various 
| plans to Congress. He was assured that the plan 


lions to complete it, as proposed. It was, there- 
fore, a serious consideration whether they should 


was now recommended, the expense of which 
‘required for the other. 


| ing of the House that the Committee on Roads 
i and Canals should have proceeded to annul the 
| contracts that had been made for the construction 
' of the bridge; and as there could not be a doubt 
that the Coramittee of the District had, under all 
i the circumstances, the most appropriate jurisdic- 
tion over the subject, he advocated the reference 
to it accordingly. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, knowing the anxi- 
ety of the House to proceed with the other impor- 
‘tant business before it, and seeing that there was 
i such a variety of opinion on this subject, which 
; was likely to occupy their time, he would move 
to postpone its further consideration until to- 
| morrow; which motion prevailed—ayes 86, noes 
72. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
: motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
' Treasury on the -deposites to the Committee of 
| Ways and Means—the question being on the 
“amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, as an 
amendment to that previously submitted by Mr. 


| ence the following instructions to that committee: 

‘Inquire into the expediency of depositing the 
: © revenue hereafter collected in the State banks in 
i f the different States where the same is collected, 
| «in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 
| © and to prescribe the terms on which the same shall 
«be deposited; und to report by bill or otherwise. ” 


Mr. BOULDIN, of Virginia, having the floor 
from the previous day, rose and said: 

Sir, before I proceed to submit a few remarks— 
and they shall be but few—on the merits of the 
serious question which is now before the House, 
| I must revert to the rebuke which I, in all due hu- 
| mility, received the other day from my colleague, 
| [Mr. Wise.] Sir, he stated, and he stated truly, 


; ment contemplated had originated wjth that com- | 


| mittee to create such a change in the construction |; 


for the repairs of the bridge, and of twenty thou- |! 


‘ subsequently adopted would cost fully five mil- | 


determine to go on with it, or proceed with what 


‘would not amount to a year’s interest of the cost 


McDurri, viz: to add to the motion for refer- |; 


| elect of this House, that fact had not been for’ 
! maily announced to the House. Sir,.] am not 
in the habit of taking any general remark what- 
ever to myself; but when a general remark is: 
made, and under such circumstances as will apply, 
to no one else so appropriately as to myself, | am 
compelled to do so. Sir, my colleague did not as 
kindly suggest that the thing ought to be done, 
i which another colleague [Mr. Arncner] most 
kindly, and in the most delicate manner, through 
another colleague, did suggest—that this ought to 
be done; and now, as it has.become my bounden 
| duty, I must tell my colleague, and this House, 
|| and, through them, my constituents, the reason 
i why Mr. Ranpotrn’s death was not here an- 
| nounced. But, sir, 1 cannot tell the reason why 
the thing so kindly suggested was not done, with- 
out telling what 1 have already told my friends, 
and more than one, what I should say if I done 
that thing 

Here it hecomes our painful duty to state, that 
Mr. Bouxpin, after some moments pause, was 
observed to totter and lean forward upon the desk 
from which he had been addressing the House; he 
was seized with an apoplectic fit, and although 
medical assistance was promptly rendered, having 
|: been carried into the esplanade.and bled, the vital 

spark had fled. i 

The House adjourned on the instant. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvetpay, February 12, 1834. 


Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
|! between two and three thousand inhabitants of the 
city of Baltimore, disapproving the course of the 
|) Secretary of the Treasury in remoying the depos- 
|! ites, and asking their restoration to the Bank of 
the United States. f 

Mr. C. addressed the Senate for afew minutes, 
' but declined extending his remarks, on account of 
| the state of the feelings of members at this mo- 
ment. He however requested that the memorial 
might be read, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and printed. 

The reading was proceeded in for some timè, 
when a message was announced from the House 
| of Representatives, when it was suspended. 

Mr. Frankin, the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, then announced to the Senate the 
death of the Hon, Tuomas T. Bounpry, a Repre- 
sentative from Virginia, and that his funeral would 
take place from the Hail of the House to-morrow, 
morning, at eleven o’clock. . ' 

Mr. RIVES rose, and said: 

Mr. Presipent: The Senate were yesterday 
‘apprized by the honorable Senator from South 
; Carolina, [Mr. Presron,]in the momentary ab- 
i sence of my colleague and myself, of the melan- 
| choly event which has just been communicated to 
rus by the House of Representatives, and which 
i has deprived the State of Virginia of one of her 
| most distinguished Representatives in the Legis- 
i lature of the Union. ‘The event, sir, was, in all 
its circumstances and associations, of the most 
|; solemn and affecting character, well calculated to 
i remind us, in the midst of our busy cares here, 
“what shadows we are, and what shadows we 
pursve!’”? I now rise, Mr. President, to ask, at 
i the hands of the Senate, the accustomed marke of 
| respect to the memory of our deceased associate, 
ii and which are so eminently due to the high char- 
l acter he maintained in all the relations both of 
' public and of private life. I therefore beg leave ta 
i! offer, for the adoption of the Senate, the following 
resolution: . 

Resolved, That 


| 
| 
| 


i 
i 
i 
i 
| 


the Senate will attend the funeral 


| to-morrow, an 
! memory of the deceased, they will go into mourn- 
_ing, by wearing crape round the left arm, for 
| thirty days. 
l On -motion of Mr. RIVES, it was : 
| Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it ad- 
| journ to meet to-morrow morning, at half past ten 
o'clock, to take order in attending the funeral of 
the late Hon. Tuomas T. Bou.pin. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, 

The Senate adjourned. 


174 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 14, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 1834. 
After the Journal of the preceding day had been 


read—- 

Mr, ARCHER rose and. said: I rise, Mr. 
Speaker, not to announce to the House—that were 
superfluous——but to submit. the resolutions ren- 
dered proper by the dreadful catastrophe of which | 
we were all appalled, and, I am sure Í may add, 
afflicted spectators, yesterday, by which | have | 
beeri deprived of an esteemed friend, and the State 
to which we both belonged, at a moment of the 
extremest public excitement, of one of the most 
valued and valuable of her Representatives on this 
floor. 

I know, sir, that I should outrage the feelings 
of the House, as {í should violate my own, were I 
to avail myself of this occasion to pay at large the 
tribute of esteem to my departed colleague and 
friend, which would, under other circumstances, 
be due to the annunciation of his loss. He was | 
of a character which might well be fruitful of pan- | 
egyric, if it were now allowed me to dwell upon it. | 
It was his fortune to have raised himself from the 
humblest condition in life to rank in his profes- 
sion—to.a high judicial station at home—and toa | 
seat, and that no undistinguished one, on this floor, | 
by the aid of merit alone. At an age approaching 
to majority he was following the plough; and, so 
far from regarding this circumstance with shame, | 
or desiring to conceal it, he had the superior mind 
to regard and to speak of it with exultation, as, 
what it truly was, an honor. Without fortune 
or influential friends, or the aid even of education, | 
he had lifted himself to general esteem, to inde- | 
pendence, and toa place which he regarded, as I 
do, inferior to none in point of honor—a seat in 
this House. - 

Sir, if I felt at liberty to pursue the theme, no 
man would be better authorized, from knowledge, 
to bear the high testimony which it merited, to his 
character as 2 private and a public man; nor, let 
me add, would there be any one who would be 
more glad and proud to render this just tribute to 
his memory and virtues. But I dare not pursue 
the theme, just and grateful as it would be. The 
awful catastrophe we have been called to witness 
and deplore, speaks to our hearts; and, let me 
add, to our horror, in a language which forbids it. 
I feel that I ought not, may 1 say that I cannot, 
add more; and 1 content myself, therefore, after 
this brief and impartial notice, with sending to the 
Chair the resolutions { hold in my hand, such as 
are ordinarily adopted on occasions of this descrip- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
attead the funeral of the late Tuomas Ty er | 
Bovunvin, at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of Tuomas T. 
Boutvin, deceased, late a member of this House | 
from the State of Virginia. : | 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify their respect to the memory of Tuomas T. 
Bovuipm, by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Sen- 
ate to notify that body of the death of Tuomas | 
T. Bourpiy, late one of the Representatives from | 
the State of Virginia; and that his funeral will 
take place to-morrow, at eleven o’clock in the fore- 
noon, from the Hall of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Arcier, Mr. Cuavron, Mr. Wiiuiams, | 
Mr. Mounvenserc, Mr. C. P. Waite, Mr. Har- 
per, and Mr, MARSHALL, were appointed the com- 
mittee to superintend the funeral ‘ceremonies. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered, 
that when the Hlouse adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock. ° 

On motion of Mr. DAVENPORT, of Virginia, 
the House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpax, February 10, 1834. 
On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 
Ordered, That the memorial of the Legislative 
Council of Michigan Territory, praying for an 
appropristion to improve the navigation over the 


flats, in Lake St. Clair, and also an appropriation 


for removing the bar at the mouth of Clinton river, 
in said Territory, be referred to the Committee on 
Reads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That a petition from numerous citizens 
of Cass and Berrien counties, in Michigan Terri- 
tory, praying that the location of the Chicago road 
may be so changed as to run from Edwardsburg 
to Niles, and thence to the mouth of St. Joseph’s 
river, in said Territory, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reads and Canals. : 

On motion.of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That the petition of sundry citizens of 
Cass county, Michigan Territory, praying that 
the location of the Chicago road may be so changed 
as to run directly from Edwardsburg, through 
Berrien, to the mouth of the St. Joseph’s river, 


| be referred to the Committee on Roadsand Canals. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That the memorial of a Territorial Con- 
vention, assembled at Jonesviile, in Michigan Ter- 
ritory, on the 8th of January, 1834, praying for 
an appropriation to survey and locate the route for 
a railroad across the peninsula of Michigan, and 
also for an appropriation of lands or money to 
construct said road, be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, to 
whom was referred the bill reported by Mr. Dun- 
can on the 16th ult., for making an appropriation 
of a certain quantity of the public land to aid the 
Territory of Michigan in constructing such a work 
as is here prayed for. . 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, ° 

Ordered, That the petitien of Ensign J. G. Ouall, 
and also the petition of Henry Myers, for arrears 
of pensions, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That the petition of sundry citizens of 
Michigan, praying for the erection of a light-house 
at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river, and another 


| light-house at the mouth of Grand river, on Lake 


Michigan, in Michigan Territory, be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 13, 1834. 


The Senate was called to order at half past ten 
o’clock. 

Immediately after the reading of the Journal of 
yesterday, Mr. WHITE suggested that the hour 
had arrived when the Senate had agreed to meet 
the House of Representatives to attend the funeral 
obsequies of the Hon. Tomas Tyter BouLDIN; 
and, on his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

The Senators, preceded by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, and headed by the Vice President and Sec- 
retary of the Senate, proceeded to the Hall of the 
House of Representatives. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, February 13, 1834. 


The Elouse met . eleven o’clock, pursuant to 
adjournment. 
After prayers and the reading of the Journal, on 


‘| motion, 


The House adjourned to meet to-morrow morn- 
ing at twelve o’clock. : 


FUNERAL OF HON. THOMAS T. BOULDIN. 


The members of the Senate, preceded by their 
officers, entered the Hall at twelve o’clock. 

The President of the United States, heads of 
Departments, and Judges of the Supreme Court 
also attended, and took seats in front of the Chair. 

The remains of the deceased were brought into 
the Ffall, preceded by the committee of arrange- 
ments, the pall-bearers, and the Virginia delega- 
tion as mourners. i 

The Episcopal Church service was read by the 
Rev. Mr. Harcu, Chaplain to the Senate; after 
which an appropriate discourse was pronounced 
by the Rev. Mr. Srocxrox, Chaplain to the House 
of Representatives. 

The funeral procession was then formed, and 
proceeded to the eastern portico, whence it moved 
to the Congressional Cemetery, in the following 


| order: 


The Chaplains of both Flouses. 
Physicians and Clergymen who attended the 
deceased. 

Committee of Arrangements: 


| Mr. Archer, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Williams, Mr. 


Muhlenberg, Mr. White. of New York, 
Mr. Harper, of N. Hampshire, 
and Mr. Marshall. 
Pall-Bearers: 

Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Rencher, Mr. McIntire, Mr. 
Bell, of Tenn., Mr. Crane, and Mr. Murphy. 
The Family of the deceased. 

The members of the House of Representatives and 
Senators from Virgiñia, as mourners. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 

atives. ` 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
Vice President and their Secretary. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Judges of the Supreme Court and their Officers. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, February 14, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. : l 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 
the Legislature of Indiana, praying that measures 
may be taken by Congress for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Ohio river, The memorial 
was referred to Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he should 

ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bill for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the river Wabash, | 
in the State of Indiana. 
- Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported several bills of a private 
nature from the House of Representatives; which 
were read and committed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Anna Stone, widow 
of John Stone. . 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolution inquiring into the expediency 
of placing Mrs. Allen Dix upon the pension roll; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of the clerks in the navy-yard 
at Brooklyn, New York, praying additional com- 
pensation; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill incorporating a 
company, and extending certain benefits, for the 
purpose of cutting a canal in the Territory of 
Florida, with an amendment. 

Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice thathe should, 
on Monday next, ask leave to introduce a bill pre- 
scribing the time when the sales of public lands 
shall take place. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the War Department, transmitting state- 
ments of contracts made by that department in the 
year 1833. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated a 
letter from* the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 


| mitting weekly statements of the State banks, in 


which the public deposites are now made; which, 
on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, was ordered to 
be printed. : 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Se- 
bastian Butcher and others; which wag read twice 
and committed. 

„Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Jadi- 
clary, reported a bill for changing the time of 
holding the terms ef the United States Court of 
the western district of Louisiana; which bill was 
read, and considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and, on its being reported to the Senate, was, on 
motion of Mr. Biss, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of sundry 
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citizens of Hlinois, relative to a preémption law; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of E. Y. Dyer, and that it be. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
was so ordered. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of William Waller, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; which was agreed to. i 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of about 
3,000 mechanics and artisans of the city of New 
York, ascribing the deranged state of the currency 
to the removal of the deposites; which was read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
numérous meeting of the Democratic citizens of the 
third congressional district of Pennsylvania, in op- 
position to the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, and the restoration of the public deposites. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the proceedings 
of Democratic citizens of Philadelphia, of the same 
tenor, 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the proceedings 
of citizens of Spring Garden, Philadelphia, in favor 
of restoring the deposites, 

Mr. McKEAN also presented similar proceed- 
ings of inhabitants of the Northern Liberties, Phil- 
adelphia. * 

Mr. McK EAN also presented a memorial signed 
by 500 citizens of Philadelphia, of the like tenor, 
with the memorial presented by him on Tuesday, 
in favor of a restoration of the deposites. 

MreMcKEAN also presented the memorial of 
1,100 citizens of Moyamensing, county of Philadel- 
phia, opposed to the removal of the deposites. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the memorial of 
a number of the inhabitants of the county of 
Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, opposed to the Bank of 
the United States, and against the restoration of 
the deposites. 

Mr. McK EAN also presented a memorial of the 
inhabitants of Tamaqua, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
the restoration of the deposites. 

The several proceedings and memorials were 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FORSYTH asked and obtained leave to. 
withdraw the papers of Isaac B. Roberts. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the select committee to 
whom was referred the propriety of admitting 
Michigan and Arkansas into the Union, reported 
a bill forming a Territorial Government for Wis- 
consin; which was read twice and committed. | 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. LINN, EWING, KNIGHT, SHEP- 
LEY, and TIPTON. 

` The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary . 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of paying John Peck the balance of interest due on 
three final-settlement certificates, and which is 
withheld at the Treasury in consequence ofan error 
in the act of the last session of Congress (No. 445) 
* for the relief of John Peck.” ` : 

By Mr. LINN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to pay the glaim of the heirs and 
legal representatives of the late Mr. Spencer Pettis 
for services rendered the United States by said 
Pettis. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. MANGUM, 
took up for consideration the memorial and reso- 
lations submitted by him on Tuesday last, from a 
meeting of citizens in the western part of North 
Carolina, in relation to the removal of the deposites. 

The motion was agreed to, and thereupon a pro- 
tracted debate ensued, which continued till half 
past four o’clock, in which Messrs. FORSYTH, 
WEPSTER, CLAY, BROWN, WRIGHT, 
PRESTON, and WILKINS, participated. 

- The Senate then adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 14, 1834. 
Mr. WISE, of Virginia, asked leaye of the | 


| tenance and his smile. 
that the death of his illustrious predecessor had i 


|| failure of the mails between the cities of Washing- 


| by one who is, comparatively, a stranger to all his 


House to occupy the floor for a few moments, on 
a subject personally relating to himself. Leave 
being granted, Mr. WISE said— 

Mr. Sreaxer: | ask the indulgence of this 
House, at its first meeting since the melancholy 


occasion of the funeral of my lamented colleague, | 


[Judge Boutyin,] whilst! discharge a delicate and 
solemn duty to his memory and myself. His 
death, so sudden, and so shocking to all, was 
peculiarly distressing to me. It happened at a 
moment when he was about to reply to what he 
termed my *‘ rebuke” to him. I hopeit is notim- 
proper for me now to state to members, his family 
and friends, and my own, that there was not the 
slightest emotion of unkind feeling between us at 
the time he expired. Sir, when I had the honor 
of addressing this House, but the other day, on the 
momentous question which so excited his ardent 
mind, and which still agitates this nation, as a 

father to a young colleague, he sat by my side, and | 
gave me the cheering encouragement of his coun- 

When I alluded to the fact 


not been announced to this House, I bowed to his ! 
venerable person, and disavowed the intention to 


| “© rebuke him”? who filled the seatof Mr. Randolph 
| with honor to himself and usefulness to the coun- | 


try. But the day before he was cut down in the 
midst of his usefulness, we met in this Hall, and 
had a free and friendly cenversation, which left 
nothing, on either side, unexplained. And Iam | 


| confidentthat, ifhe had been spared buta few words 


more, he would have left no room for misunder- 
standing the relations in which we stood to each 
other. My object in making the allusion which I | 
did to the death of Mr. Randolph, was solely what 


I professed at the time, sincerely disclaiming any | 
personal reflection upon my colleague, who, I never j 


doubted, had good and sufficient reasons for fail- 
ing to perform what seemed to be his appropriate 
duty. These reasons have since been made pub- 
lic. He said he would announce them fully when 
he came to speak on the deposite question. Alas! 
little did he anticipate that death would seal his 
lips and bury him, too, in silence, before he shauld 
finish what he meant to have said on the death 
of his predecessor! I have the consolation to 
know, that he died with a full knowledge that I 
intended no wound to his feelings, and no re- 
proach to his conduct. And it becomes me to 


pay my humble tribute to his memory when dead, | 


as 1 paid him the homage of my. respect, and con- 
fidence, and admiration, when living. I became 
acquainted with him late in the session, and from 
that time until the moment he expired in the pub- 


‘lic service on this floor—a glorious death it was !— 
I have the proud satisfaction of believing that I |; 


daily increased in his good will, whilst I know he 
grew in my affections and in my estimation as a | 
noble, generous, and warm-hearted friend, an able 
and honest and useful man, and a bold and true 
patriot, who ‘had done the State some service.” 
He is gone!—lamented by none here more than 


merits, his high worth, and exalted virtues; and 
whose fervent prayer to Heaven now is, that his 
departed spirit is reposing in peace in the bosom | 


of his Gon! 


Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, madea report upon the res- 
olution referred to that committee relative to the 


ton and Boston. Laid on the table, and ordered 


to be printed, together with the accompanying |; 


communication of the Postmaster General. 

Mr. CHILTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John Col- 
lins. Read twice, and committed. , 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
George Gordon, assignee and representative of 
Matthew Rennie, deceased. Read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. LANSING reporte! 


deceased. Read twice, and committed. ` 


The resolution from the Committee on Roads |: 
and Canals for information relative to the Potomac ; 


bridge, was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. 


| MERCER, laid on the table. 


The resolution from the committee relative to 
the Rules of the House was taken up, on motion 


da bill for the relief of |i 
the heirs and sureties of Melancthon W. Bostick, | 


of Mr. MERCER, and postponed to and made _: 
tne order of the day for Monday next. ’ 
Several resolutions for inquiry, heretofore of- 
fered, were considered and agreed to. 
The following resolution, submitted on the 6th 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire whether the provisions of 
the tréaty of March, 1832, with the Creek tribe of 
Indians, in the State of Alabama, be inconsistent 
with the sovereign right of jurisdiction of said 
| State within its limits, and whether the execution 
of said treaty has so far conflicted, or is likely. to 
conflict, with the opération of the laws of said 
State over the country ceded by such treaty, and 
if so, to inquire whether some act of legislation 
consistent with the rights of said Indians may not 
be necessary to prevent such conflict, and that said 
committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


On the reading of the resolution, 

Mr. McKINLEY said that as the subject was 
; amicably adjusted which was contained in the res- 
olutions, he thought it better that it should be 
noticed no further. He therefore moved that the 
resolutions be laid on the table; but he withdrew it 
immediately at the request of Mr. Lewis. 

Mr. LEWIS did not believe that the subject 
was yet amicably adjusted, as he had received 9 
letter from the Secretary of War that the removal 
of the Indians had been postponed from the 15th 
of January, till the 16th of March, and that by that 
time the lands would be disposed of, so that it 
would not be necessary to execute the orders of 
Government by military force. He hoped so; but 
still, as the resolution was one of inquiry, he 
trusted it would be permitted to go to the Commit- 
teeon Indian Affairs. It might still bea question of 
peace or war, and he did not wish it to be subject 
to the control of the President or his subordinate 
officers. The act of 1827 he considers unconsti- 
tutional. . 

Mr. McKINLEY considers the question is not 
| now of importance to the State of Alabama. He 
does not agree with many of the expressed opin- 
ions of the President; and was with many of those 
who thought with his colleague, (Mr. Lewrs.] 
Yethe considered it extremely injudicious togo into 
the question while the causes of complaint—the 
invasion of the sovereign rights of Alabama within. 
her own State—were likely to be obviated by the ` 
removal of the Indians. When an amicable settles 
ment of the question was thus likely to be effected, 
it was not necessary to refer to any committee 
particularly considering the temper displayed. by 
| his colleague in moving its, reference—making it 
uncertain what action might be had by a commit- 
tee. He considered that the act of 1827 had 
nothing to do with the question. é 

Mr. LEWIS said that the removal of the In- 
dians is not the only difficulty apprehended. 

Mr. McKINLEY having renewed his motion 
to have the resolution laid on the table, 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the ayes and noes.on 
| the question, which being agreed to by the House, 
the division resulted in 107 ayes and 88 noes to 
lay it on the table. 

The SPEAKER lIsid before the House com- 
munications from the President, in conformity to 
resolutions for information, adopted on. the 8th 
instant and the 1Gih ultimo; which, on the motion 
of Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented also the annual ac- 
count from the Secretary of War relative to the 
service of public contracts; and from the Depart- 
ment of War a communication in answer to the 
resolution adopted on the 27th ultimo. z 

A bill from the Senate was read a third time.and 
passed, authorizing G. B. Lamar, of Georgia, to 
| import iron for steamboats and machinery, to be 
: used in the inland navigation, free of duty. 

A bill for the relief of Arnold Henry Dohrman, 
was, after some amendments were*made thereto, 
read a third time and passed. i 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Walter Livingston, deceased, was read a third 
time and passed, : ; 

The bill to provide for the settlement of com- 
mutation and other revolutionary claims was read 
ii a third time. The question being on its passage; 


i 


* 


instant by Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, was taken up: : ~ 
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of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 

" BRIGGS in the chair, and proceeded to consider 
the bill making appropriations for fortifications 
for 1834; which, having been considered, the 
committee thereupon rose and reported it to the 
House; and it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. ; 

The House then went into committee on sun- 
dry bills, Mr. Hussar in the chair. 

The bill to compensate Sasan Decatur and 
others, was postponed. 

The following bills were considered, and re- 
ported to the House: f 

A bill for the relief of citizens, sufferers by In- 
dian depredations; 

A bill to return the duties on certain pieces of 
‘sculpture, (intended for the Philadelphia Ex- 
change;). f 7 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Raymer; 

A bill for the relief of Antoine Crusat; 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Wrinkle; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schoon- 
er Admiral; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Darling; 

A. bill for the relief of Paul Poissot; 

A bill for the relief of Terence Le Blanc; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Teas, deceased. 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of George 
Gordon, assignee and representative of the heirs 
of Matthew Ramey; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A bill was reported from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to authorize Edmund Brooke 
to introduce some slaves for his use from the State 
of Virginia into the District of Columbia, as an 
exception to the law in existence. Having been 
debated by several gentlemen, it was eventually 
postponed. f 

A bill for the relief of James Tilford; 

A bill for the relief of William Weedon; 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Worsham; 

A. bill for the relief of John Thompson, jr.; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel A. Edmondson; 

A bill for the relief of John Emerson; 

A bill for the relief of Marguerite Baron; 

A bill for the relief of George Douglass; 

_ ‘The above bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 


From Allan Cunningham’s Biographical and Critical 
account of English Literature. 
BYRON. 

Thecynical, sneering, and sarcastic spirit of our 
times—the doybting of everything, and believing 
in nothing—found a poet in George Gordon Lord 
Byron. 
his imagination was boundless, his intellect lofty 
and vigorous, and his application unceasing; nor 
did he want a passionate energy, and a sensibility 
‘keen and acute—in short, a union of those fine 
qualities which fit a man for the highest flights of 


x 


| 


He was born with the noblest faculties; | 


poetry. How and when much of this was blighted | 
and seared will never, perhaps, be discovered; of 
the sterner and darker parts of his character there 
is no intimation in the ‘* Hours of Idleness,” and 
the change which came over him, as a cloud 
comes. over the sun, has been imputed to the con- 
temptuous and unjust criticism in the Edinburgh 
Review, which nearly drove him distracted, turned 
his blood to gall,and dipped his pen in nitric acid, 
and influenced all his subsequent compositions. 
This is not easily reconciled with the circumstance 
mentioned by Moore, that a good deal of his satire 
on the reviewers was written before the critique 
alluded to appeared. I know not how it came to 
pass, but it is certain from this period Byron be- 
came cynical and moody, and recalled too often for 
his own peace of mind the language of the article, 
which he continued long to reserit. 

. His high birth and singular story united in help- 
ing him on to fame. He was born in London in | 
1788: his father was a spendthrift and a libertine, 
and his mother an heiress, who paid as a penalty 
for her ill-placed love her whole fortune, save 
some two hundred a year, on which this descend- 
ant of princes educated her only child, and main- 
tained her household. Between the poet and a 
lordship many life-like people stood; but by the 
time he had half completed his education relations 
were removed one by one, till at last the title 
descended to him, and he found himself Lord of 
Newstead and of himself—* that heritage of wo.” | 
Like Burns, whom in many things he resem- 
bled, with him began love and poetry; when some | 
twenty years old he gathered his poems into a 
volume—the source of all his fame and much of | 
his sorrow. In reply to its reception from the 
critics of the North, he wrote that sharp satire, 
“ English Bards and Scotch Reviewers;’? and, 
having done so, sailed away to give his wrath a 
cooling on Mofnt Parnassus and in the Helles- 
pont. He was beginning to be forgotten, when 
he returned suddenly to England, surprised the 
country by the publication of ‘* Childe Harold,” 
and his Whig reviewers, by siding’ with them in 
the Lords, and uttering bitter speeches against 
the-Tories. This noble poem raised him at once 
above criticism,and gave him rank with the high- 
est spirits of English poesy. 

From this time forward he continued to pour‘his 
verse before the public with a rapidity only equal- 
led by the originality of his compositions and the | 
brightness of his handling. A succession of poems, 
all impressed with an Eastern character, and wear- | 
ing the hue and lineament of the people with 
whom he had sojourned among the Mediterranean 
isles, confounded the critics, and awakened such | 
rapturous applause as had only been heard when 
the Ariosto of Scotland sent forth his ** Marmion” 
and “ Lady of the Lake.” Of these ‘* The Gia- 
our,” “ The Corsair,’ ‘* The Siege of Corinth,” 
“ The Bride of Abydos,” and ‘ Lara,” appeared 
within a wondrous short space of time: which 
proves that the poet’s passions, like those of 
another bard, raged like so many devils, till they | 
got vent in verse. Having wearied himself rather 
than the public with rhyme, he took a sudden 
stride into the realms of blank verse, and gave us 
his mysterious ‘‘ Manfred,” his splendid prodigal 
“t Sardanapalas,”” with other dramatic composi- 
tions scarcely less regal and surprising. Having 
on many occasions displayed an irritability of na- 
ture, and a quick susceptibility in all things per- 
sonal, together with a love of showing that he was 
inflammable and voluptuous, his friends, in the joy 
with which mariners welcome a storm-tossed ship 
to a secure and calm anchorage, hailed his mar- 
riage with a lady reckoned every way worthy of 
her envied fortune. The result was unfortunate; 
from the moment of his marriage his muse was 
silent; hig creditors were not so: three executions 
in this proud man’s house invaded his studies and 
hurt his temper; his lady, under pretence of a 
journey to the country, forsook him; the world, 
always ready to strike the proud, and trample on 
the famous, assailed him with its thousand weap- 
ons, and drove him in a moment of despair from 
the land which gave him birth, and now inherits 
his glory. His course from this moment was 
wayward, and more like a will-o’-the-wisp than an į 


| wrote some of his boldest compositions; he con- 


inspired being; yet, between this and the grave, he 


cluded ‘* Childe Harold,” wrote ‘‘ Mazeppa,” and 
» 


| of his pride or his presumption. 


wild “ Don Juan.” The poet seems to have been 
sitting between angels of lightand darkness when 
he wrote it, and to have been influenced by the 
former at the rate of ten stanzas to the canto. It 
exhibits some of his brightest and some of his 
blackest moods. How he tried to restore the 
extinguished fire of liberty in Italy, and, with a 
helmet of a spartan pattern on his head, sailed to 
revive heroism among the hordes of Greece—how 
he failed, and how he fell, have been made known 
to the world. He died at Missolonghi, and was 
buried at Newstead, after being refused admission 
into Westminster Abbey. 

The poetry of Byron is singularly bold in con- 
ception: the thoughts are generally new and strik- 
ing, and the language audaciously powerful and 
fluent. He looks at nature through his own eyes; 
he refuses to feel with others; and this is visible 
in the characters he employs, as well as in thoughts 
on the present and the future, which he scatters 
always with a daring, and sometimes with a pro- 
fane prodigality. He has no desire to claim the 
virtues of mercy and generosity for his bandit 
heroes; he dips them in the hues of darkness, and 
then seeks to bring them back towards humanity, 
by shedding on them one ray or goof virtue, which, 
like a light in a charnel-house, renders all more 
ghastly around. His heroines are neither feminine 
nor natural; they seem formed on the Nut Brown 
Maid pattern, whom neither robbery, bloodshed, 
nor love elsewhere bestowed, could appal. This 
is an offence against the feeling and pride of 
woman’s heart, which all the other charms in 
which he arrays, or the grandeur of soul with 
which he sometimes endows them, cannot atone 
for. Yet, with all the repulsiveness of his men, 
and the melo-dramatic sort of characters “of his 
women, he invests them with such life—paints 
their thoughts so truly, and their actions with such 
wondrous force of light and shade, as render them 
welcome, with all their sins against virtue and 
decorum. His chief excellence is in the calm dis- 
section of the human heart, and in expressing sen- 
timents dark and terrible. We follow him, not 
through the charm of love, but the spell ‘of fear; 
and while we cannot find an echo in our own hearts 
for the third of the fearful things he utters, we fol- 
low him still. His radical defect is the want of 


i| sympathy with universal nature; in thisthe peasant — 


Burns far surpasses the lordly Byron; the humble 
tiller of the ground, who had but the sweat of his 
brow and seven pounds a year for his inheritance, 
loved the earth and all that was in it ten times more 
than did the lord of Newstead, with his high rental, 
and pedigree reaching to the Conquest. The noble 
poet did not see and feel great Nature’s plan, as 
the rustic felt it; he wrote of everything as if in 


i scorn; he treated virtue as an accident, and error 


as a certainty; and his fame must pay the penalty 
We read his 
noblest strains with an uneasy heart and a troubled 
brow: those who desire to draw the honey of hap- 
pinéss from divine verse, will not readily obtain 
it in the works of the gifted Byron. 


The Zion’s Herald (Methodist) says a 
pamphlet will shortly be issued in vindica- 
tion of the result of the trial of E. K. Avery. 
The pamphlet maintains his entire inno- 
cence, and a mass of evidence will be 
introduced which was excluded at the 
trial. A relation by Mr. Avery of his 
acquaintance with S. M. Cornell will 
occupy a part of the pamphlet. 


Worthy of Imitation.—It is stated in the 


: Journal of Commerce that “all the mem- 


bers of the Union College have signed a 
pledge of entire abstinence from ardent 
spirits, to be binding during the whole of 


! their college course, and we trust to be 


acted upon during life. They have ad- 
dressed. circular letters to other colleges 
and academies, soliciting the coöperation 
of the students in the same glorious cause.” 
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Saturpay, February 15, 1834, 
On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
compensating the Society of Moravians, or United 
Brethren, for their missionary improvements and 
expenditures in the Cherokee country, within the 
State of Georgia. 


ALABAMA CONTROVERSY. 


The following resolution, submitted on the 14th 
ult. by Mr. Giimer, of Georgia, was taken up: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House all correspondence 
which he may have had, or information in his 
possession, in relation to the death of Hardeman 
Owens, a citizen of Alabama, who was lately put 
to death by a party of regular soldiers; whether 
said Owens was put to death in pursuance of orders 
from the War Department, or any officer of the 
United States; and that he also communicate to 
this House any correspondence which he may 
have had, or other information in his possession, 
in relation to any obstructions thrown in the way 
of the execution of the process of the courts of 
Alabama, issued for the- purpose of bringing to 
trial those by whom said Owens was killed, and 
any correspondence in relation to the removal of 
said prosecutions to the District Court of the 
United States. 

Mr. G. said, that knowing many of the friends 
and relatives of the deceased, he was induced to 
bring this subject to the attention of the House, 
and he could testify that, as they were mostly all 
his neighbors and constituents, they were of re- 
spectable standing in society. The father of Mr. 
Owens had commanded a company in the service 
against the Creeks, and died nearly in that place 
where his son was subsequently put to death. 
Owens himself had’been, in 1830, chosen to survey 
the public lands, and be had means of knowing 
that whilst in that employment he had given full 
satisfaction. With this knowledge, then, of his 
and their general good conduct, he had seen, with 
surprise, those who had brought odium on them- 
selves, endeavoring to free themselves from it by 
making aspersions on the character of the deceased. 
He had seen him, during the last summer, at his 
residence, which was situate on the great road to 
New Orleans; many white setilers were around 
him. At that time, he understood from him that 
he had raised and possessed extensive crops, which 
had been cultivated for him by his Indian neigh- 
bors, peaceably, and with perfect good feeling; 
that he had purchased many valuable Indian re- 
serves from them whilst living there, for the time 
he had been amongst them, being about twelve 
months. 
much excitement on the subject of Indian pur- 
chases, and Government were trying to collect the 
Indians together with a view to purchase their 
lands. Hesaw Owens on the most amicable terms 
with the Indians, and there was not any allega- 
tion then made by them against him that he was 
an intruder, But shortly after this, he was in- 
formed that he had been put to death, and he had 
received a letter from his bereaved widow, detail- 
ing the circumstances, and entreating him to obtain 
for her redress, To do this, he wrote to the Pres- 
ident of, the United States, and soon afterwards 
received a communication from the Secretary of 

© War,ycouched in such terms as precluded any hope 
of obtaining ‘redress from that quarter. 

Mrs. Owens, he was sorry to state, was not 
only left wi'h a numerous and young family, but 


she was afflicted with a chronic disease; all these j 


circumstances made it dificult to conceive what 
situation could more justly elaim their sympathy. 
Tt was in consequence of this feeling, that he de- 
sired inquiry to be made into the circumstances 
which attended the death of her husband. He 
nnderstood that it was occasioned by some sol- 
diers acting under orders given by the Secretary- 


12 


He knew that, at this period, there was | 


conventions held in Massachusetts, New York, 
and other places. He desired, therefore, in pur- 
suance of this article, to know by what authority, 
by what warrant it was, that process had been 
issued and given to the soldiers of the United 
; States, in consequence of which, one of the siti- 
zens of this country, entitled to the benefits of this 
article of the Constitution, had been deprived of 


| persons implicated in this transaction; his object 
was to have the transaction itself investigated. 
The second clause in the resolution submitted by | 
him, was for the purpose of ascertaining whether, 
| after the act was perpetrated, and process there- 
upon had been issued for the purpose of having 
| justice done in the premises of the State courts of 
Alabama, any obstruction had been given to that 
process by the officers of the army, acting under 
| the orders of the Secretary of War? Ie-under- | 
stood that this was the case. That the death 
having been caused by some soldiers of the regular 
army stationed at Fort Mitchell, praceedings had 
been instituted; writs of subpena ad testificandum 
had been issued, directed to those who were most 
cognizant of the circumstances, and that when the 
officer in command of the fort was requested to aid 
the civil authority, that aid was not given by him; 
but the parties implicated refused obedience to it, 
did not give the required assistance, and finally, 
| that they were permitted to leave the country for 
the purpose of avoiding the process which had 
been issued against them. The proofs of all these 
| facts, he believed, were in the possession of the 
| Secretary of War, and could be communicated by | 
i him tothe IJouse. He required proof of this fact, | 
| because it was made the bounden duty of all 
: officers in the service, by the twenty-third article | 
| of regulations, commonly called the articles of | 
war, to aid the civil authority, and if this was 
; refused or wilfully neglected, then, in such cases, 
the officer so refusing was to be cashiered. The 
House would from this see the importance there : 
was, if the facts as alleged were true, of having ! 
that trath ascertained. The third clause in the 
resolution went to require a copy of any corre- 
spondence on the subject of removing the prose- 
| cutions commenced against the parties from the | 
State courts of Alabama, in which they had com- 
: menced, to the circuit courts of the United States. 
He had reason to believe there was such a cor- 
respondence, as he held in his hand a printed copy 
of letters that passed on this subject from the 
Secretary of War to the Governor of Alabama, to 
Major McIntosh, Mr. Key, and to Mr. Austin, 
the deputy marshal of the southern district of that 
State, and from which it would appear that the 
: United States Government had so far interfered 
| with the Siate lawsas to have endeavored to effect 
| this removal ofa cause which was then in progress, 
| and pending before these courts, and that the right 
j to do this was claimed by Government to have 
! been conferred on it by the authority of what was 
| ealiéd the Force Bill. 1f this was to be one of the 
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his life? It was not his purpose to charge the || 
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last. Mr. Secretary Cass, in his letter to Major 
McIntosh, says that the seventh section of that b? 

makes ample provision for taking from the State 
tribunals, and carrying before those of the United 
States, all persons prosecuted for proceedings under 
thatact. Bat if the Jaw was fully examined, he 
contended that it would appear there wag no such 
power to be found in it, nor was there any ap- 
pointment of a special agent authorized by it, 


| That act gave only the right of issuing a habeas 


corpus, to release from prison such persons as 
might be confined under the State Jaws. He re- 
ferred to a decision given by the supreme court 
in New York, where it was determined; in the case 
of a soldier, killed at Fort Niagara, that the Su- 
preme Court of the United States had not authority 
te act in similar cases, but that the power was 
possessed exclusively by the State courts. : 

He concluded by saying that, although he did not 
intend to make any charge against the Secretary of 
War, for whom he acknowledged he had the high- 
est respect, in this matter, yet he was induced to 
submit the resolution, believing that the Govern- 
mentowed it to itself to have a matter investigated 
in which there were grave violations of their laws; 
the Fouse were also bound to see that those laws 
were not wilfully violated. 

Mr. CLAY rose and said, before he would pro- 
ceed to submita few brief remarks on this subject, ` 
he wished that a message sent by the Governor of 
Alabama to the General Assembly of that State, 
should be read by the Clerk, thatthe House might 
Know how this matter stood, and was viewed by 
the Governcr of that Siate. i 

The message having been read accordingly— 

Mr. SEABORN JONES expressed his desire 
that the documents which were sent with the mes- 
sage should be also read. à 

Mr. CLAY said he had no objection to this 
being done. . ; 

[The following letters were then read by the 
Clerk, viz: one from Secretary Cass to Governor 
Gayle; an extract from same to F. S, Key, Esq.; 
letters to Major J. S. McIntosh and J. S. Austill, 
Esq.; all of which, with Governor Gayle’s mes- 
sage, have been heretofere published in: our 
paper. J ni! 

Mr. CLAY observed that, as it appeared from. 
the documents that were just read, the matterin 
controversy had been adjusted to the perfect: sat- 
isfaction of Governor Gayle; and as there was no: 
practical purpose suggested, he could not see the 
propriety or the necessity, now, of instituting the 
proposed inquiry. He could, moreover, state that 
the Legislature of Alabama had exercised their 
opinion, and, ia conformity to the recommenda- 
tion of the Governor, passed a law which would 
regulate hercafter the intercourse with the Indians, 
and prevent any collision with them or their lands 
by intruders, which law, he was happy to be able 
to say, was considered satisfactory by the Exec- 
utive of the United States. 

It would be recollected that in this case a pros- 
ecution had been commenced against the deputy 
marshal of the district, and others implicated with 
him, for the death of Owens, in one of the circuit 
courts of Alabama, and although it was true, that 
in the first instance Major Mcintosh had declined 
paying obedience to the process issued by the 
court, yet when this circumstance was made known 
to the Secretary at War, he promptly directed 
Major McIntosh not only to submit himself to the 
process, but he was instructed to facilitate by all 
the means in his power any investigation which 
he civil authority should consider it necessary to 
make into the transaction, among those under his 
command. Heconsidered that, asthe whole matter: 
was more properly a subject for jadicial cogni« 
zance and investigation, the [Jouse was not. the 
proper place to have it entertained. For it would 
be conceding, what he did not supposé the courts 
in Alabama ought, or would do, a surrender of 
their right to have exclusive jurisdiction. in. the 
matter. The resolution was objectionable, also, 


| first fruits of that bill he hoped it would be jhe |j in its phraseology; for ii called on the Secretary at 
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War to say whether Owens had not been put to 
death by his orders. This language, to say the | 
least of it, was not very respectful to that person- 
age. Under all the circumstances, viewing the 
transaction as one that had been adjosted, and as 
no ultimate practical benefit was suggested to arise 
from the proposed inquiry, be would abstain from 
further discussing it, and for the present move | 
that the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS hoped the gentleman from Ala- 
bapa would withdraw his motion to enable him 
to submit a few remarks. = 

Mr. CLAY having withdrawn the motion, in || 
compliance with this request— 

Mr. LEWIS said, he witnessed with much sur- |; 
prise the present opposition to the proposed in- 
quiry. He would not discuss the merits involved 
in the present question, but as it was the usual 
course to adopt such resolutions, when presented 
to the House, he could not see any reason why 
that course should be departed from, although, as 
was alleged, the matter was satisfactorily adjusted. 
There was much importance attached by the gen- 
tleman to the law that was passed, having given 
satisfaction to the Executive; but he could not i 
acquiesce in that importance, or as having. any 
weight on the present question. The resolution 
submitted, applied solely to the facts connected 
with Owen’s death. These facts it was only right 


the country should be in full possession of. The 
resolution called for information whether there | 
had been any improper interference with the juris- į 
diction claimed by, and, as he contended, right- ; 
fully belonging to, the State courts of Alabama, : 
„and it was proper that these frets should be sub- : 
stantiated. The gentleman (Mr. Cray] could not 
perceive any object as likely to grow out of the 
resolution; but he thought there might be various | 
objects anticipated from its adoption. Restitution | 
to Mrs. Owens of property of which she was de- | 
` spoiled might be oneobject. T'o restore the juris- | 
diction of the State tribunals, another; and many | 
others might be named. Tle owed it to his con- | 
stituents and to himself to state, that the investi- i 
gation sought for was necessary and proper, and j 
that the gentleman from Georgia had his thanks 
for having proposed it. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY having obtained the floor, 
he gave way to 
Mr. GILMER, who disclaimed the intention of 
using any language that could be deemed disre- 
spectful to the Secretary of War; he had not the | 
slightest intention of casting any reflections upon | 
him. Tle had meant to convey, that the deputy | 
marshal was acting under the general orders of the 
Secretary, and he was willing to attend to any 
suggestion which the honorable member from Ala- 
bama might conceive to be necessary to free the 


| ment. 


| the removal of the deposites from the Bank of the 


Secretary from what he apprehended was an im- 
proper imputation, He had not charged him with 
the crime of killing Owens, but that the orders | 
issued were of a character to justify theact. He | 
would, however, modify the resolution, by sub- ; 
stituting the words ‘the proper execution,” for 
“in pursuance’’ of orders, &c., and add the words 
“ or order,” after any correspondence. 

The resolution being modified accordingly — 

Mr. BEARDSLEY rose, but was prevented by 
the expiration of the hour for morning business, 
from renewing the motion to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules of the | 
House, in order to proceed in the discussion of 
the resolution. Lost. i 

The House then preceeded to the order of the | 
day. | 

The following bills were read a third time, and | 
passed: i 

H 
j 
| 
t 
| 


f 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
{ 
i 
| 
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A 
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A bill for the relief of George Jones, assignee of 
Matthew Ramsey, deceased; 


Davidson; 

A bill for the relief of HE. A. DeSaussure, execu- 
tor of Alexander Garden, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives Of Philip Turner; : 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons there- 
in named; 

A bill for the relief of the representative of John 
M. Gregory; 


| United States. 


| ferred to the Committee on Finance, and printed, 


i isnot a solitary friend of the Administration upon | 
it. 


* you will not find the name of a single friend of 
‘the Administration. 
i f there is any unusual pressure in this town, it is | 


A bill for the relief of William Weedon; 

A bill for the relief of James Tilford; 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Worsham; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 
John Thompson, jr.; - 

A biil for the relief of Samuel A. Edmondson; 

A bill for the relief of John Emerson; 

A bill for-the relief of Marguerite Baron. 

Mr. WARD moved that the House do now 
adjourn. i 

Mr.STEWART asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion, but the House refused to order them. 

On division, the motion was carried, 132 rising | 
in the afirmative—negutives not counted. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 17, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donxrxson, his Private 
Secretary. $ 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, relative to surveys of public lands, with a 
report of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Olfice; which, on motion of Mr. TIPTON, was 
ordered to be printed. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a Het- ! 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
subject of revolutionary bounty land warrants; 
which was read and referred, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- ! 


ter from the Commissioner of the General Land | 


Office, transmiuing the number and names of sur- į 
veyors and deputy surveyors employed in that | 


j 
branch of the Treasury Depar:ıment; which, on j; 
i 


motion of Mr. TIPTON, was ordered to bepriuted. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a me- 
morial of the Legislative Council of Arkansas, and | 
also of the Legislative Council of Michigan, pray- : 
ing the establishment of post routes; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mir. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, re- 
ported a bill from the House of Representatives, 
for the relief of Aaron Bellamy, without amend- 


Mr. BELL, from the same committee, asked to 
Ledischarged trom the further consideration of the 
petition of James Addis; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL presented a memorial from the city 
of Portsmouth, New Flampshire, complaining, as 
Mr. B. said, of great embarrassment and peeuni- 
ary distress in that city, and ascribing the same to 


The memorial, Mr. B. said, was 
numerously signed by merchants, ship owners, 
traders, and laboring men, all men of integrity and 
respectability, and entitled to as much weight as 
an equal number of men in any part of the coun- | 
try. He moved that the memorial be read, re- | 


with names attached, S 

“Mr. HILL said he had not had the privilege of : 
a sight of the original memorial from Portsmouth; | 
but a member of the Flouse who had a copy of it | 
had kindly snown that to him. Of the two hun- 
dred and fitty petitioners, so far as can be ascer- | 
tained by gentlemen personally acquainted, there | 


Jn relation to this memorial, he would ask leave 


‘of a wise and judicious Administration, and of 
‘the bounties of a kind Providence. The mer- 


| ‘chants here might do the same, if it were not for 


‘the corrupt and corrupting, and shameful man- 
‘agement of the banks—I say banks, because the 
t most of the local banks in this town sympathize 
‘strongly in politics with Mr. Biddle’s bank and 
‘its branches. ~ 

«I will venture to assert, and pledge my vera- 
‘city upon the assertion, that the branch bank in 
‘this place has in her vaults at least fifty thou- 
‘sand dollars in specie, and at least thirty thou- 
‘sand dollars in local bills. If the fact be so, it 
‘ would enable that bank alone to discount over a 
‘hundred thousand dollars. How much has been 
‘discounted at that bank I have not the means of 
‘knowing. 

«This bank also refuses to send home the bills 
‘of the Commercial Bank, although the cashier 
Shas been repeatedly requested’ to do so, and 
‘receive the specie for them. ?? : 

Mr. H. continued: Sir, the number of petition- 
ers attached to the Portsmouth memorial is less 
than one half the number of votes that have some- 
times been cast by the opposition party in that 
town, 

For some time past, it will be seen that the dis- 
count of the Portsmouth branch has averaged 
about $400,000. On the first of January it was 
$395,033—it was reduced in that month, when it 
was necessary to prepare for a petition, to §$362,378-— 


! making a contracuon of more than a thousand dol- 
, lars in a day. 


| whose ca 


to read extracts from a letter he had recently re- |) 
ceived from that town: ji 


“On Siturday I perceived by a notice stuck 
‘up at the end of ihe brick market, that the Feder- 
‘alists of this town were about to memorialize 
* Congress upon the subject of the public deposites. 
‘ Although this invitation was given to all, ‘with- 
‘ out distinction cf party,’ yet Í feel persuaded that 


| 
| 


If they have told you that 


‘not true. There is no man here that feels em- 


The Portsmouth petitioners probably owe the 
bank at Jeast three fourths of the whole debt. 
There are but few debts due out of thattown; and 
of the bank’s debtars the names of some of these 
few are on the petition, 

Sir, very few persons at Portsmouth, or else- 
where, in New Hampshire, would think of moving 


! in favor of the bank, except those who act in 


this matter from party motives; for the bank has 
been a blighting curse to the men of business of 
that place. : 

There are, sir, on this petition several names of 
persons who failed în business four and five years 
ago, and whose names are on bad paper at the 
branch bank, five, ten, twenty, and up to sixty 
thousand dollars each. 

‘There are also other names.on the paper of re- 
spectable gentlemen, men of reputed wealth, who 
are reported to bave permanent accommodations 
at the bank of from five thousand to twenty thou- 
sand dollars, which is employed in navigation or 
manufacturing establishments. 

The branch at Portsmouth, Mr. President, ever 
since 1026, has been managed for the purpose of 
political favoritism; since that time very few, 
except political friends, have had loans on per- 
sonal security; and of the whole loss incurred, 
itis believed not a dollar has been Jost directly 
by any defalcation of any friend of the Adminis- 
tration, 

We have a right to prerume, as well from the 
character of the petitioners and their small num- 
ber, as from the efforts that the friends of the 
bank have there made, that less than one fourth 
of the people of Portsmouth is in favor of the 
bank. Independent of political bias, which a 


i few men entertain, the friendship to the bank 


is forced, from the fears of those who are dé- 
pendent on it. These men are generally traders | 
pital is or has been furnished by the 
bank. . ‘ 
There is on the petition scarcely the name of a 
mechanice or artisan who labors with his own 
hands. The workingmen, mechanics, and mari- 
ners, and farmers of that town, are made of too ` 


| stern stuff to be compelled to petition for an object 


like this; and the party favored by the bank has 
too often been defeated in its attempts to coerce 
those resolute, high-minded men, at this time to 
embark on such an undertaking. These men 
iave long followed in the train with such men as 
Langdon, and Manning, and Hall, and Gardner; 
and it is too late in the day for the Havens, and 
the Ladds, and the Pierces, to lead them up to 
oy encounter against popular rights. 

The public voice in the State of New Hamp- 
ire sustains the President’s opposition to re- 
chartering of the bank by nearly three to one. 

No meetings in that State have been called to 


1o 


i 


express opinion ut the friends 
of the State an 
recently had meetings in nea 
elect delegates for their Council and Senatorial || 
District Conventions for the present year. No 
organized opposition has yet appeared to the pre- 
vailing party, nor is there a probability that there 
will be any opposition. Yet never have the pri- 
mary meetings been as full, or the conventions 
been so generally attended. More than two hun- | 
dred af the two hundred and thirty eight towns, 
in each convention, have been represented. The 
delegates, in some instances, travelled a distance 
of seventy miles to attend them. And it is the 
interesting position of the country in relation to 
the Bank of the United States that thus called out 
these fall conventions. Without any previous 
concert the five council district conventions and 
eleven of the twelve senatorial conventions. have 
passed strong resolutions against rechartering the 
bank, and entirely approving the removal of the 
deposites. The conventions have not sent their |i 
resolutions here, but they have published them to || 
the world. 

At least three to one of the people of New 
Hampshire are opposed to this bank; and was it 
not that the question is identified with the two 
parties—the old Federal and Democratic parties— 
there would be none but the debtors and immediate | 
dependants of the bank favorable to a renewal of 
its charter. . 

The retaining the bills of the Commercial Bank, 
which is the deposite bank, by the bank at Ports- 
mouth, is proof conclusive of the predetermined 
hostility of the branch bank to the State banks that 
will not obey its commands. The manner of re- 
deeming the notes of the interior banks in New 
England has become a system, bringing all toa | 
par value. Boston being the emporium to which 
all these notesaflow, soon after they are issued, 
each bank has its specie fund at Boston to redeem 
them. Ifa bank should stop payment, the fact 
would be known at Boston before it was known at 
its own place of location. The funds are in Bos- 
ton for the redemption of the bills. The Com- 
mercial Bank of Portsmouth keeps its funds there. 
The branch at Portsmouth, instead of either sending 
the notes of the Commercial to the counter of that | 
bank at its own doors, or sending them to Boston 
for redemption, chooses to hold on to them. Why?! 
because the managers of that bank know that by | 
so doing they can pounce upon the Commercial | 
Bank either at one place or the other; and thus || 
compel the bank to provide a specie fund at both | 
places at the samé time for this single amount of | 
money. o. nl 

In 1832 I was surprised to find petitions coming |i 
in here from banks in New Hampshire, favorable |: 
to renewing the charter of the Bank of the United |; 
States. Those banks, generally, had had very | 
little to do with the United States Bank; they || 
never had been in a position to ask favors from it, || 
or to be much affected in business by it. The 4 
banks in New Hampshire are generally in the ij 
hands of our political opponents. i 

After my return home I was made acquainted | 
with the process of procuring these petitions, The | 
bank attorney at the head of the branch at Ports- | 
mouth was the agent to write to some political | 
friend connected with each bank, urging that peti- | 

tions might be forwarded. In some instances the 
directors of these banks having before their eyes | 
the declaration of Mr. Biddle in 1830, that it was | 
in the power of his bank, at almost any time, to | 
annihilate the State banks, obeyed the command. |; 
In other cases, after a warm controversy, a major | 
ity of the directors voted the proposition downe | 
And in some few cases, no attention was paid to | 
the call. 

i have information fro 
England that calls from th i ere | 
made to get up agitation meetings on the subject || 
of the deposites. But little impression as yet has | 
been made out of the commercial towns; for there || 
is an innate hostility to the United States Bank and | 

r he whole interior of || 


1 


its management throughout t l i 
New England. The Massachusetts Legisiature, 
opposed ag it is to General Jackson and the Ad- f 
ministratjon, has disobeyed the instructions which | 
have been sent to Boston, and manifested the wise | 
determination of not molesting t 


rly every town, to | 
i 
| 
| 
| 
4 
i 
| 
t 
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| 
| 
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| | 
| 
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| 


m various parts of New 
e South have been there || 


i that place. 


i| day, but gave way to 


: before, however, 
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effort on the State of New Hampshire thus far, 


; has resulted in obtaining in a single town about 


one half of the party. in opposition to the Admin- 
istration to put their names to a somewhat equiv- 
ocal request that the deposites may be restoréd. 
Mr. BELL said it would be inexcusable in him 
to answer ali the remarks of the gentleman... But 
little of what he had said was applicable to the 
subject. But his observations in relation to the 
character of the signers of the memorial required 
a few words in reply from him. He knew many 
of the memorialists, and he would undertake to 
affirm that they composed a very considerable por- 


| tion of the merchants and business men of the city 


of Portsmouth. It was signed by the presidents, 
cashiers, and principal clerks in the five banks in 
True, the memorial was not large, 
and probably contained no more names than had 
been mentioned. As to the misconduct of the 
branch bank at Portsmouth, he knew nothing. It 
might be that it had acted improperly. But the 
opinion there was, that in its general operations it 
had acted with great propriety, and had extefided 
its accommodations to gentlemen of all political 
parites, and some of the directors were friends of 
the present Administration. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Providence, Rhode Island, ascrib- 
ing the distress of the mercantile community to 
the removal of the deposites, and asking their res- 
toration to the Bank of the United States. 

On presenting the memorial, Mr. K. addressed 
the Senate for a few minutes, and was followed 
by Mr. ROBBINS at some length. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINS moved the special order of the 


Mr. CLAYTON, who made a report from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, relative to the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States of the 
34 instant, in reference to the Bank of the United 
States refusing to pay over to the order of the 
Government the pension fund. 

Mr. CLAYLON moved that the report, with- 
out being read, be laid upon the table and printed. 

Mr. CLAY moved that six thousand copies be 
printed. - 

“Mr. FORSYTH moved to lay the motion to 
print on the table, which was lost. . 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, renewed the motion to 
lay upon the table, when the yeas and nays were 
called, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, For- 
syth, Grandy, Hendricks, EIiil, Kane, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Man- 
gum, Moore, Morris, Robinson, Shepley Sprague, 
‘Tallmadge, Tiptor, ‘Tyler, Waggaman, W hite, 
Wilkins, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Clay, Ewing, 
Knight, Naudaim Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tom- 
linson, and W ebster—16. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY, 


the memorial of inhabitants of Burke 
North Carolina, which, on motion of Mr. 
MANGUM, was laid upon the table. 

Mr. GLAY?’S resolution, extending the time 
for the payment of the revenue bonds, was then 
announced to be in order, but which, on motion 
of Mr. FORSYTH, was laid upon the table. 

The Senate then proceeded to the ‘remaining 
order, being Mr. Crav’s resolution upon 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
of the day, being Mr. Cray’s 


Being 
county, 


The special order 


coming up for consideration— 

Mr. WILKINS rose and said he hoped he 
would not be accused of affectation when he de- 
clared that he felt great apprehension and embar- 
rassment in proceeding in a debate which had 
already occupied two months. As he intimated 
S he felt it to be his duty, and he 
ld bear with him. He could 
pect to have infiu- 
conscience and the 
his own justifica- 


ed the Senate wou 
neither promise brevity or eX 
ence. The dictates of his own 
rectitude of his intentions were 


hop 


he deposite banks i 
in that State in the exercise of their rights. 


The || tion. 


resolution relative to the removal of the deposites, | 


The resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
and the report of the Committee’on Finance upon 
that resolution, and the memorial of. the Bank of 
the United States, all admit that the removal.of 
the deposites was effected by the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury himself.. The resolution tacitly admits 
the unqualified power of the Secretary over the 
deposites, and the report of the Committee on. Fi- 
nance admits his power and control, bat assumes 
that it should only be exercised on important 
ogeasions, and that no emergency had happened 
which justified it; and they both admit the power 
of the Secretary to be contained in the 16th section 
of the charter. After these admissions he could 
i not but be surprised that in the memorials pre- 
sented, and in the arguments of gentlemen here, 
the power was still denied. The second res- 
olution charges no assumption of unconstitutional 
power on the Secretary, but fairly tenders the true 
issue. Was the removal of the deposites justified 
as a measure of public expediency? or, inthe lan- 
guage of the charter, are the reasons sufficient and 
satisfactory? Believing that this was the proper 
issue, he was unwilling to listen to any change of 
it, and hence he voted against the amendment of 
his friend from Missouri, (Mr. Bewron.] Take 
up the 16th section of the charter as connected 
with the removal of the deposites, and there are 
three positions presented: the power unrestricted 
and absolute in the Secretary, the manner of exe= 
cuting it, and the propriety and sufficiency of the: 
reasons for the act. To show the unrestricted 
power of the Secretary, he observed that the 16th 
section was divided into two parts. The first gives 
the absolute power in any emergency to place the 
public money in the Bank of the United States, or 
anywhere else he may deem proper. Now, this 
| section gives the power and limits it, if it can be 
called limiting tity to placing the money there, 
! unless otherwise ordered. The second paragraph 
requires him to give his reasons. There is here- 
no qualification of authority or diminution of it in 
any way; but it says you may exercise it as you 
please, only let Congress know how you have 
exercised it, so that they may know whether an 
further legislation is necessary on the subject. It 
seemed difficult to ascertain how the 16th section 
found its way into the bill. He had traced it up, 
and discovered that it was offered as an amendment 
by the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Wexsten,] then a distinguished member of 
the House of Representatives. If he—Mr. Wit- 
xins—might be allowed to conjecture, he had no, - 
| doubt it was intended as a benefit to the bank; but 
it was a contingent one, to be enjoyed at the voli- 
tion of the Secretary. And he thought there was 
some ground for the conjecture, that the friends 
of the bank had rather the déposites should be 
made there, and there continued, at the will of the 
Secretary, than that they should be subject to the 
will of Congress. They may have been afraid 
of the operations of the local banks upon Con- 
gress, when at any time the bank should become 
unpopular. 

But whether the conjecture be correct or not, on 
recurring to the history of the Treasury Depart- 
ment ample authority for the exercise of the power 
| as the Secretary has exercised it, would be found, 
Tracing it up from the first Continental Congress, 
it would be found that the Board of Treasury, as 
it was called by the ordinance of July 3, 1779, were 
| to deposite the moneys in the most proper and 
| safest places, and the Treasurer was to receive and 
keep them; and in the act of 1789 the phrase “tthe 
Treasurer is to receive and keep” is preserved, 80 
that from the time of Robert Morris down through 
| all the laws on the subject, we find the control of 
the Secretary over the deposites absolute. In 
the act of 1791 chartering the first bank, there is 
nothing said of the public deposites, but they are 
left to the Secretary. During the existence of the 
charter of the old bank it and the local banks 
| shared in the public deposites, and they were 
managed by the Secretary as the publie interests 
required; and when we come down to the bill sub- 
mitted to Congress by Mr. Dallas in 1814, there 
was no provision in it, leaving them under the 
control of the Secretary. Nothing was intimated 
on this subject until the 16th section of the bank 
charter, the amendment offered by the gentleman 
| alluded to, was introduced. It attracted no atten- 
i! tion or debate, but passed with other amendments, 
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And why? Because no change was made in the 
ower of the Secretary over the public moneys. 
f it had made a change it would have attracted 

attention; but it was so unimportant that it passed 

without, because Congress left the power as they 
found it. Mre Crawford, too, contended for the 
power, and whenever he spoke of the expediency 
of exercising it, referred to this same 16th section; 
and it was after that that he exercised it. But it 
had been said that the deposites were a part of the 
charter, and.could not be removed without a vig- 
lation of the contract. Heacknowledged it was a 
contract, but he denied that the deposites were any 
consideration for the contract. ‘fhe 14th section 
of the charter imposed the obligation on the Gov- 
ernment to receive the notes of the bank and its 
branches as coin, and asa legal tender in all debts 
due the Government, and for this the bank con- 
tracted to transfer the Government funds wherever 
required. The deposites could not have been con- 
sidered then, because they were contingent and 
could not have been viewed as part of the contract 
on the part of the bank. By the 14th section the 
notes of the bank were to be received, unless other- 
wise ordered by act of Congress. Mark the dif- 
ference. The 16th section, alluding to a lighter 
matter, leaves the power with the Secretary, be- 
cause Congress did not wish to impair the usage. 

If the deposites had entered into the consideration 
of the contract, why was it not said they should 
remain there until changed by act of Congress? 
The conclusion was irresistible that they were to 
be left to the exclusive control of the Secretary, 
and therefore they never could have entered into 
the consideration of the contract. The committee 
of investigation into the affairs of the bank; in 1829, | 
of which Mr. McDuffie was one, unanimously 
agree in saying that whatever errors and abuses 
the bank may have been guilty of, they offer no | 
remedy, but say that the Secretary has the power 
to apply a prompt remedy—the removal of the 
deposites. And in the debate upon the bank, ona 
motion to strike out the provision for the five 
Government directors, it was resisted, on the 
ground that all depended upon the power of the 
ecretary to remove the deposites. This was the 
argument of Mr. Wexus, of Delaware, who was 
opposed to thé bank and to the ‘Government; and 
none of those gentlemen applied the language of 
the section, or restricted it to the misconduct of 
the bank. He referred algo to the report of Mr. 
McDuffie in 1830, where the power is admitted in | 
general terms, and is in its nature a salutary cor- | 
rective. Now there were two things admitted in 
the report—the removal of the deposites for any 
political interference of the bank, and that the 
power may be used upon any light occasion, for | 
their withdrawal. But the Secretary would take 
care not to exercise it on any light occasion, be- | 
cause he was to give his reasons to Congress. A 
regard for his character would restrain him from 
its exercise on any light occasion. Mr. Crawford | 
in his correspondence, admits that they should net | 
be removed from capriciousness, but for good rea- 
sons. The bank then had noreason to complain, | 
because it was a contingent benefit, and the Sec- 
retary was amenable to Congress for the exercise 
of the power. Theargument wasnotcorrect that | 
the removal dissolved the connexion between the 
principal and the fiscal agent, These relations 


still remain, and the agency was retained by the || 


banks, knowing that the deposites were contingent, | 
and that universal usage and precedent united, 
gave the Secretary the absolute control over | 
them. 

The next objection was as to the manner and 
mode of removal. This, he did exactly as all his 
predecessors had done—in the form of transfer, 
which wasalwaysadopted. ‘Phe objection of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, that the Treasurer 
ought to have selected the place of deposite, was 


| a credit established by the Secretarypand when 


established, then arises the jurisdiction of the 
Treasurer. He has nothing to do with the custom- 
house officers or revenue bonds. If he had, he 
would have authority to say, deposite the moneys 
here or there, where I choose to designate the 
place. The Treasurer’s bond has been referred 
to—that instrument is in the penalty of $150,000. 
But could a bond in that paltry sum have been 
designed to secure the whole treasure of the United 
States? It was simply to control his own credit, 
not to sign warrants improperly. If, when the 
public moneys are taken from the Bank of the 
United States, the Treasurer can say, go there, 
or there, could not the Secretary order them back? 
Who would incur the responsibility of removal, 
if he had not also the power of fixing upon the 
place of deposite? 

- The next objection was the contingent trans- 
fer drafts; and when gentlemen spoke on this sub- 
ject it was with considerable asperity, which the 
conduct of the Secretary did not justify. If we 
examine his whole conduct, we will find that he 
was governed by vast liberality towards the bank, 
and with an ardent desire to promote the commer- 
cial facilities of the country. The forms of trans- 
fer were precisely the same as were uniformly:used 
by the Government, and the same kind of draft 
which carried the public deposites into the Bank 
of the United States originally. ` He was deter- 
mined to draw the money out gradually; but he 
was driven, by the conduct of the bank, from his 
amicable disposition towards it, and then the pub- 
| lic money was spread over the various cities of the 
Union for the commercial good. But it has been 
said thatthe Secretary ’s conduct was disingenuous 
in reference to the transfer drafts. Now, if the 
Senate would look over his conduct, they will find 
that there was in it no concealment or. disingenu- 
ousness whatever. If the bank had condescended 
to inquire, it would have known of the existence 
of the drafts. Why did the bank, on the 1st Au- 
gust, 1833, begin a rapid and ruinous curtailment, 
merely to meet these drafts? Some of them were 
contingent drafts, not to be presented till the sec- 
ond week in November. The paper read to the 
Cabinet was published in September, and all knew 
the removal would ensue on the Ist October. It 
was in consequence of the uncertain state of things 
produced by the fear of the deposite banks that a 
run would be made upon them by the Bank of the 
United States, that these drafis were given them, 
only to be used in case of the contemplated rush. 
| [Mr. W. here read the letter of instructions of the 
Secretary to the Girard Bank; also, his letter en- 
closing the contingent drafts; also, the letter dated 
Tth October, 1833, to the deposite bank in Balti- 
more.) These letters show the liberal disposition 
of Mr. Taney towards the Bank of the United 
States, and show that the transfer drafts were only 
to be used’in case of a run. Where, then, was 
the want of candor on the part of Mr. Taney, or 
an illiberal or disingenuous feature in his conduct? 
His instructions were, use the drafts in your own 
defence-—wait till you are attacked; if there is no 
rush, no demand for coin, founded on the public 
deposites, don’t use them, but return them to me. 
How different the conduct of the Bank of the 
United States, when, the other day, a rush was 
made by it on the Bank of the Metropolis here. 
It had accumulated $150,000 of their bills, and 
refused to take their branch drafts, but took from 
the deposite bank $50,000 in coin, when the branch 
had a larger amount in its vaults and the parent 
bank had its millions. . This was the return for 
Mr. Taney’s liberality. 
Taney, and he would be governed by a spirit of 
retaliation, he would tell the Secretary to stand by 
the public depositesand reject these branch drafts. 
But he designed no such thing, although it had 
been intimated that such was his intention. It 


quite novel. From the ordinance of °79, the Sec- 
retary was to choose the place, and he has done so 
from that day to this. The Treasurer todictateto 


j 


they were not bank notes, yet he would not take 


the wishes of the country, and an anxious revard 
; to facilitate its commercial facilities, and therefore 
he went on receiving these false and s 
branch drafts. If he had been governed 
vindictiveness of the bank, he would say, reject 
them, who cares forthe country? Wewill curtail 


by the 


i “ The Treasury,” means nothing local; | 
it means a fund, on which Congress may draw— ' 


them; who cares for the good of the country? 
Another objection, urged by the gentleman from 


If he could advise Mr. : 


was a mistake, although it had been decided that | 


advantage of the decision. He was governed by j 


purious | 


New Jersey, [Mr. Soursarp,] as to the situation 
in which the disbursing officers of the Government 
would be placed in case the public money should 
be lost—that it would be the loss of the officer, and 
not the Government. But this isa fallacy. The 
fourth section of.the act of 4:h March, 1809, pro- 
vides that the ‘* public agents shall keep the public 
money in the incorporated banks designated.” 
Now, when it is placed there by the disbursing 
officer, agreeably to law and the directions of the 
President, the officer would, in no case of loss, be 
liable. And yet this law was passed during the 
existence of the old bank, authorizing the public 
moneys to be placed in any incorporated bank, 
which showed that they never looked to the Bank 
of the United States as the only depository at that 
time. 

Well, the public moneys have been trans- 
ferred to local incorporated State banks, and the 
Secretary had made contracts for their disburse- 
ment, which have been scrutinized, and their whole 


{I 


i validity denied. The gentleman from Kentucky, 
| alluding to the law prohibiting the heads of de- 
partments from making any contracts, says the 
Secretary had no power to make contracts with 
the State banks. ‘Tothis Mr. W., had a short but 
| conclusive answer. The power to make these 
i arrangements wasan incident to, and followed the 
| right to removethedeposites. Ittherefore follows 
that the power to make the contract, and to carry 
it into execution, arises out of the high political 
power of the United States. 

Mr. W. heregave way to a motion for adjourn- 
ment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


| 
H 
1 
| 
| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 17, 1834. 
Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, reminded the 


| House that he had given notice that he would this 


day renew his attempt to have the memorial from 

the city of New York, in favor of a warehousing 
! system, referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
| tures. Mr. A. had since received a copy of the 
memorial, and he proceeded to review its contents. 
| The general object of the memorial was, to change 
į the law of 1832, a law which had been sometimes 
termed acompromise. It had not been expected 
that the subject of the tariff would be touched at 
the present session, nor was he disposed to bring 
it before the House. Mr. A. then moved a recon- 
sideration .of the vote by which the memorial had . 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed his surprise 
that any gentleman should oppose this measure, 
especially a gentleman who wasso intimately con- 
nected with gentlemen who were now so clamor- 
ous for relief, and constantly, in both Houses, 
demanding it fromtheir opponents. He was sur- 

prised that the very first measure of relief should 
; meet with hostility from that quarter. The peti- 
; tioners ask nothing more than an extension of the 
warehousing system, which was already adopted 
in regard to wine and spirits, to teas also, as long 
as the duties existed. Under the present law, if 
the duties on certain merchandize were not paid 
within three months after their importation, they 


t 


i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 


; were to be sold at auction. 


| blood in the country. 


For this law he voted, 
for no other reason but to prevent the effusion of 
ood | lt was certainly proper at 
this time to remove some of the objectionable 
features of that law. What would be the result, 
if the prayer of the memorial was not granted? 
The dry goods which are imported must, in many 
cases, come to auction, and be sacrificed by forced 
sales for cash, daily and weekly, at all seasons, 
whereby not only the merchants, but the domestic, 
as well as the foreign manufacturer, would be 
greatly injured. The merchants ask permission 
to deposite their goods in the custody of the cus- 
toms until they can find an opportunity to dispose 
of them advantageously, and to be allowed a credit 
of three, six, and nine months upon the duties. 
They do not ask you to lend them the money of 
the Government, as proposed in the Senate. Nine 


| tenths of those interested in the trade would infi- - 
i nitely prefer the measure asked for in the memorial. 
| He regretted to see the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts, [Mr. Apams,} throwing this impediment in 
the way of the petitioners. There were, on the 
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6th of February last, sixteen hundred and thirty 
packages of merchandize, which would soon be | 
sent to auction under the Gih section of the act of | 
July, 1832. They belonged chiefly to those who ; 
were unable to raise money to pay the duties at | 
such a crisis. If relief was not promptly granted, 


the merchandize would be sacrificed and it would i 


add to the ruin now existing. He hoped that the | 
House would not reverse its decision, and send | 
the memorial to the Committee on Manufactures, 
where we should never hear from it again, which į 
was too manifestly the object of the motion. It was | 
indispensably necessary to extend relief prompily į 
to this branch of trade. The memorialists asked 
for nothing but an act of sheer justice, and a 
measure founded in the soundest policy. It related 
to the collection of the revenue, and belonged to 
the Committee of Waysand Means, and he hoped 
the ouse would not sustain the motion to recon- 
sider ils decision, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought, he said, that the 
resistance of the motion to reconsider came with 
an ill grace from the gentleman from New York. 
He, Mr. H., voted against the bill of 1832, and the 
bill of 1883; but the gentleman from New York 
voted for both of thoseacts. Then he said nothing , 
about a warehouse system, nothing of the danger ; 

_ of losing our carrying trade. The effect of the | 
proposition of the memorial, which the gentleman | 
advocated, would be to open the whole subject of | 
the tariif for discussion. Does any man suppose | 
that the compromise bill would have passed with- | 
out the provision for the cash payment of duties? 
Those who wished to agitate the country again | 


} 
i 


with this subject would press the proposition ; 
of the memorialists. A word on this subject of | 
relief. 


The CHAIR interposed,’ and restricted the i| 


range of Mr. H.’s remarks. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG agreed with the gentle- | 
man from Connecticut as to the impropriety of | 
opening the tariff question again for discussion. | 
He was not disposed to draw any contrast be- | 
tween his votes and those of the gentleman from 
Connecticut. It was true that he (Mr. C.) voted 
for the compromise bill, and he would tell the 
gentleman he knew of no interest in this country, 
commercial, agricultural, or manufacturing, which i 
he was not ready to sacrifice inorder to averi from 
the country the calamities of a civil war. 

Mr. SELDEN said that he apprehended that 
the reading of the memorial would at once put an 
end to this quarrel between the two committees, | 


i 
i 
j 
i 


| 


S \ ji 
and induce the. House to send. it to a third com- į 


the memorial was read. 

the ob- | 
liarly | 
ht; 


mittee. At his request, 
Mr. S. then proceeded to comment upon 
jects of the memorial. The whole was pecu 
‘a commercial subject, and, in his opinion, oug 
to go to the Committee on Commerce. 
motion to reconsider prevail, he would move the 
reference of the memorial to that committee, ; 
Mr. ADAMS made some remarks in reply to | 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG,} and said that t ` 
in supposing that he made the motio 
tility to the object of the memorial. eit: 
with a view to prevent the opening of a question 
which had so long and seriously agitated the 
country. What he contended for was, that this 
memorial goes to destroy the compromise of the | 
last year. Some other remarks he made which | 
we could not distinctly hear. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG spoke in reply to the | 


gentleman from Massachusetts, and contended : 
that 


it had been the uniform practice 0 
to refer subjects of this sort to t 


he Commit 
Ways and Means. 


n from hos- 


tee of 


Mr. DICKSON called for the yeas and nays, 


and they were ordered. 

The quèstion was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the memorial had 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and was decided in the negative, 84 to 
123. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, presented 
the memorial of certain inhabitants of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, which he moved be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. | 

Mr. H. said, that the petition complained of the- 
‘distress of the time, which it attributed to the re- 
moval of the public deposites from the Bank of the 


hould the |; 
li five councilor distri 
he gentleman was incorrect |! 


., feom to-morro 
He made it - 


f the House | 


United States. The memorial stated that, pre- 
viously to the establishment of the present bank, 
the samestate of things existed that now exists; the 
same general want of confidence, the same scarcity 
of money, and the sameinequality in the exchanges 
of the country. That the. establishment of the 
bank restored mutual confidence, established a 
| sound currency, and equalized exchanges, and 
was followed by general prosperity. The memo- 
rial concluded by praying Congress that the de- 
posites may be restored, or thaisomeother measure 
be devised to bring back confidence to the public 
mind. The petition, he said, was signed by two 
| hundred and fifty citizens of Portsmouth, of highly 
respectable character, men of wealth and of in- 
| fluence, and who were entitled to his respect. 
The memorialists, he observed, set forth in their 
| petition, that it was the duty of the peop'e to make 
| known totheir representatives the wants and griev- 
| ances of those whom he represented, and the duty 
of the representative to Jay these before the Legis- 
| lature. In this doctrine Mr. LH. said that he fully 
| concurred. But it was due to the House and to 
himself, to state the means he possessed of be- 


i| coming acquainted with the sentiments and wishes 
i! of his constituents. 


The town of Portsmouth contained between eight 
and nine thousand inhabitants, of whom more than 
| one thousand were voters. This memorial was 
| signed by two hundred and fifty persons only. 
| Such a number constituted a minority even of the 

voters alone, and did not include more, or but little 


‘| more, than half af the minority who has opposed 


his election. 

There were different opinions as to the cause of 
the difficulty experienced by the commercial com- 
munity. That difficulty did exist he was not pre- 
pared or disposed to deny; but there might be other 
causes for it besides the removal of the @eposites 
from the Bank of the United States. One cause 
| might have been overtrading, an abuse of the 
| credit system, the dependence on fictitious capital, 
the habit of livipg beyond men’s income, and net 
| the least was undoubtedly the conduct of the bank 
| itself. The president and cashier of one of the 
| banks in Portsmouth had petitioned that the de- 
| posites, when removed, might be placed there; but 
‘ the Government Had seen fit to place them else- 
where, and now the names of these same gentle- 
| men were found appended to a memorial praying 
i that the deposites might be restored to the United 
| States Bank. 

These memorialists declared their belief that the 
directors of that bank had conducted its affairs 
| rather with a view to the public good than to mere 
| private emolument; but he saw attached to this 
| memorial the names of some who had petitioned 
: those directors that the president of the Ports- 
mouth Bank might be removed from office for 


|| favoritism. New Hampshire contained (he said) 


cts, eight counties, and twelve 


| senatorial districts. ` In all of these meetings had 


il been held, and candidates had been nominated, 


in view of the election to take place three weeks 
w. These were all primary meet- 
ple; delegates, consisting of twice 
titled to in the State Le- 
d in nearly all of 


i ings of the peo 
: the number they were en 
gislature, had been present; an 


proving of the removal of the deposites, and against 
| the recharter of the bank, some of these he would 
ead. 
Mr. H. here read a number of resolutions passed 
' at district meetings in the Stateof New Hampshire, 
of which the following was the first, and the rest 
i of a similar character: 
| Resolved, That each successive year of the ad- 
| ministration of our venerable Chief Magistrate 
i: imereases our confidence in the wisdom of his 
measures, and our admiration of his firmness and 
decision in earrying those measures into effect. 
> Resolved, That the removal of the public de- 
| posites from the Bank of the United States by the 
: Secretary of the Treasury; 
: approbation. 


(i These (Mr. 


i 
i 
i 


H. said) were, in his judgment, 
| much more conclusive evidence of public opinion 
i than the two hundred and fifty signatures got up 
; to a petition in the manner weli known to most who 
i heard him. It was to be presumed that the oppo- 
| nents of the Administration had get all the signa- 


hese meetings resolutions had been passed, ap- | 


has our unqualified | 


o . 
tares fo such a memorial that they conveniently 
could. : 


Senatorial convention, in District No. 4, passed, 
among others, the following resolutions: + 0 -.- 
Resolved, That we recognise in. the Secretaries 
of the different departments of our National Gov- 
erfment men of patriotism, talents, and integrity; 
and that in-all their official acts (especially that of 
Mr. Secretary Taney in removing the deposites) 
they merit the confidence and gratitude of the 
American people. ` 7 

Resolved; That in the systematic opposition that 
has been so perseveringly urged to General Jack- 
son and his administration, we recognise the prih- 
ciples of old-fashioned Federalism, as exhibited 
in the days of John Adams, the embargo, and the 
late war—which principles we will fearlessly and 
unceasingly oppose. 

Resolved, That our Representative in Congress 
be requested to use all constitutional means to 
resist a return of the public deposites to the United 
States Bank, and a recharter of that aristocratic 
and dangerous monopoly. 


Grafton and Coos councillor district passed, 
among others, the following: 

Resolved, That we regard the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States as an institution unconstitutional in its 
origin, and dangerous in its operations to the lib- 
erties of the country; that its history for the last 
five years unfolds a degree of crime and corrup- 
tion in the conduct of its affairs without a parallel 
in our annals, and richly entitled its managers 
to the scorn and indignation of the American 
people. : i 

Resolved, That the removal of the public depos- 


| ites from an institution so dangerous and corrupt, 
| was but an act of justice to the outraged moral 


sentiments of an abused and insulted people, and 
that, instead of making the removal a subject of 
complaint, the bank should`have borne the depri- 
vation with the meekness of a contrite, convicted 
culprit. : i 

Senatorial District No. 1, among others, passed 
the following: ‘ 

Resolved, That the withdrawal of the public 
deposites at the present juncture is wise, just, and 
necessary, and the. only means of parrying. the 
blow which the bank meditated, and has partially 
inflicted, on the business community. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


| has, in withstanding the gigantic advances of this 


common enemy, merited the lasting gratitude of 
his country, and is entitled to the support of all 
good citizens. ' 

District No. 10, I find the following: 

Resolved, That the firm and patriotic: course 
which General Jackson has pursued in relation to 
the United States Bank, particularly as evinced by: 
the removal of the deposites from that institution, 
increases and strengthens his claims upon the grat- 
itude and admiration of his countrymen. 

Resolved, That we approve of the conduct c? 


‘the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to the 
| removal of the deposites from the United States 


Bank, deeming the measure both expedient and 
necessary, in order to prepare the country for the 
closing up of the concerns of that institution, and 
to prevent, in a measure, any act of mischief 


| which it may be disposed to commit in order to 


compel a renewal of its charter. 


The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. BURGES presented a similar petition from 
Providence, in Rhode Island, in which he stated 
that they allege that the prosperity heretofore 
enjoyed could not be secured, unless the former 
relations of amity that existed between the Govern- 
ment and the bank were restored. The memorial 
was signed by 1065 persons, who were nearly alt 
the voters of that city. And after enlarging upon 
the stability and industry which was found to 
pervade the State of Rhode Island generally, he 
remarked that those persons were actuated by 
one mind, and not from sinister motives, In giving 
their present sentiments. He called for the read- 
ing of the memorial, and would then move that 1¢ 
be referred to the eternal Committee of Ways.and 
Means. 


The memorial having been rezd— 
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Mr: PEARCE remarked that the signatures to 
it'seemed:to be, many of them, in one handwri- 


tings. y 

Kir. BURGES explained, that the original me- 
morial, of which this wasa counterpart, was pre- 
sented-to the Senate. 

"Mr. PEARCE denied that the memorial sp&ke 
the'voice of. the city of Providence; for as there 
were 19,000 inhabitants in the city, 1050. could 
not be considered such a number as to be called 
the voice of thatcity. He had no doubt that there 
was some pressure, but it must evidently be ex- 
aggetated, and he thought that they wanted light 
and information as to the cause of it. lt was not 
more than three weeks since large sums, amount- 
ing to nearly. $300,000, had been loaned by inhab- 
itants of Providence to merchants of New Bed- 
ford and of New York. ‘This evinced that there 

. was not so. great a scarcity of money as was rep- 
resented, and he argued that if there was, that 
the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island would 
have given some expression of their opinion, as 
well as other States. He could affirm that the 
views contained in this memorial were not gener- 
ally felt, for at a meeting last week held at New- 
port, called to discuss the measures of the Admin- 
istration, the meeting separated without adopting 
any resolutions whatever. The statements made 
of the existing distress must be received with some 
grains of allowance. fle thought that what was 
most wanting at the present crisis was decision, 
decision to restore the country to its former state, 
and thus prevent the country trom having its prop- 
erty made one general wreck. 

Mr. BURGES said he was much embarrassed 
at the flat contradiction which had been given to 
him by his colleague, and expressed his surprise 
that the correctness of those whom heand his col- 
league knew so well, should be questioned by him. 
Fe proceeded to support the views taken by the 
memorialists, and did not consider that his col- 
league could, with any propriety, call in question 
the statements he had made in regard to a memo- 
rial expressly committed to his care from the citi- 
zens of Providence. His colleague had made this 
attack upon him without giving him any notice 
of his intention to speak on the subject, and he 
expressed his regret that his colleague should take 
this occasion to sunder the ties of amity which 
had heretofore subsisted between them. 

Mr. PEARCE, in reply, insisted that he had 
made no attack upon his colleague. His col- 
league had gone out of bis course in his remarks, 
to make sume statements which, as a representa- 


tive in patt of the State of Rhode Island, he felt | 
bound to correct. The facts which he (Mr. P.) | 
In what, then, had | 
he made any misrepresentation on the subject of | 


had stated were not denied. 


the memorial? Huis object was to exhibit the 
views of the people of Rhode Island on this sub- į 
ject in å true light. He believed that if the ques- 
tion of bank or no bank were presented to the 
people. of that State, there would be found a ma- 
jority in opposition to the bank. Three years 
ago there would not have been five hundred votes 
in opposition to the bank. Buta great change 
had taken place in public opinion on this subject 
in Rhode Island. His colleague had given to the 
House part of a speech which had been concocted 
for another occasion. This was, perhaps, as | 
good an occasion as any for delivering it; and it 
was not his intengion to make any reply to his 
argument. He wished his colleague to learn that 
he was not to consult him in regard to his course 
inthis House. In relation to his colleague's course, 
he should never express any regret, and he hoped 
that his colleague would cease to express his 
regrets at his (Mr. P’s.) course. Personally, he 
entertained a regard for his colleague, and, be- 
fore this session, they had commonly acted to- 
gether, "Phathe now differed from his colleague, 
was only a proof that his colleague differed from 
him. 

Mr. BURGES rejoined, in a few words, which 
were not heard by the reporter, 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, presented the 
memorial of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, en- 
gaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes, rep- 
resenting that their business is embarrassed by the | 
deranged state of the currency, and praying the 
restoration of the deposites and the recharter of 

‘the Back of the United States. Mr. H. accompa- 


i Mr. WATMOUGH and Mr. SUTHERLAND, 


| they employed must soon be thrown out of em- 
i ployment if there was not some Change made in | 


| country. 


| of the Legislative Council of Michigan Territory, 
praying the establishment of certain post routes | 
| in said ‘Territory. 


nied the presentation with some remarks in sup- 
port of the views of the memorial, and, on his 
motion, the memorial was read,and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. GALBRAITH presented two memorials | 
from citizens of the county of Erie, in Pennsyl- |, 


vania, one in support of the removal of the depos- 
ites, and the other praying their restoration. 
Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
from citizens of Southwark and Moyamensing, 
praying the restoration of the public deposites; 
which was read, and Mr. S. moved to have it 
printed. f 

Mr. MANN, of New York, objected to the me- 
morial being printed. After some remarks from 


he withdrew his Objection, and the memorial was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented similar resolutions 
from the chairman who presided at the meeting. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented resolutions on 
the same subject from Germantown and Bristol, 
Pennsylvania, for the restoration of the deposites; 
and from a meeting of cordwainers, held at Inde- 
pendence Hall, Philadelphia, the reverse of that 
presented by his colleague, [Mr. Harper,] and 
which went to contradict the statement put forth 
“ that the shoemakers were out of employment.” 
Mr. S. took that occasion to say, that there was 


more mischief brought upon the country by the |! 


waste of time in debating the question of the re- ; 
moval than by any other cause; he would, there- 
fore, entreat the House to come up to the question 
at once, and have a decision upon it, one way or 
the other. 


Mr. HeARPER disclaimed having said that the 
shoemakers were out of employment; he said that 
the master-shoemakers were afraid that their re- | 
sources would soon be cut off, and thus, that those 


the present state of the pecuniary relations of the 


Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a memorial 


Referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. HEATH presented the memorial of a 
meeting of citizens of Baltimore, praying the res- 
toration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States. 


Mr. HEATH spoke in support of the views of 
the memorialists. “Hesaid he came to this House 
not as a party man, but as an independent citizen; 
and he declared that no man in this nation had 
been a more pure, sincere, and disinterested friend 
of General Jackson than himeelf, and that he had | 
uniformly supported his measures. He appealed 
to the friends of the President on this floor to say 
whether, if the President should to-morrow send 
us a message informing us that he had directed the 
deposites to be restored to the United States Bank, 
they would not give their hearty approbation and | 
support to the measure. 

The memorial was read, and ordered to be | 
printed. 

The SPEAKER presented the resolutions of 
eight bundred citizens of Richmond, Virginia, in | 
favor of the restoration of the public deposites to | 
the Bank of the United States. 


Mr. PATTON called for the reading of the reso- 
lutions; and after they were read, Mr. P. said he | 
felt it his duty to state, after having, in courtesy to | 
the memorialists, asked for the reading cf the reso- | 
lutions, that be dissented almost wholly from the 
views expressed in the memorial. At another | 
time he hoped to have an opportuntity to lay his | 
views fully before the House on thissubject. H 
only wished now to say that he dissented from | 
the opinion that the President had exercised an 
unconstitutional authority. He concurred in the 


the Bank of the United States, he also dissented 
wholly from the memorialists. The question 
whether the bank should be rechartered, was, in his 
opinion, inseparably connected with the question 
whether the deposites should be restored. What 
good were we to do by restoring the deposites, 
without accompanying it with an assurance that 
the bank should be rechattered? The dismay and 
distress would, ina few months, return upon us 
with aggravated severity, unless the bank felt 
assured that its charter would be renewed. He 
saw no reason, for his own part, to believe that 
the bank would be rechartered; he believed that 
if the question, whether the bank should be re- 
chartered, or a bank should be chartered, were 
now put to this House, there would bea majority 
of this body against it. 1f the bank was certainly 
to be rechartered, he would, without hesitation, 
vote for the restoration of the deposites. 

Oa Mr. Parron’s motion, the resolutions were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr.GRAHAM presented the resolutions adopt- 
ed by a meeting of citizens of Bertie county, North 
Carolina, praying the restoration of the public 
i deposites, and representing that the resolutions 
| “ were sustained with considerable ability by the 
| Hon. Samuel P. Carson, and adopted without 
f » Read, and ordered to be 


ia dissenting voice. 
| printed. : : 

Mr. TOMPKINS presented the resolutions of 
the lower branch of the Legislature of Kentucky, 
condemning the removal of the deposites, and the 
exercise of the veto power by the President. Read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LYON, of Kentucky, presented the mémo- 
| rial of thirty-three citizens of Kentucky, disap- 
i proving of the removal of the deposites; ordered 
| to be printed. i 
i Mr. LYON also presented the memorial of th 
| Endless Life Society, praying a grant of lard, with 
| a view tothe promotion of their scheme of render- 
ing perpetual human life on this earth: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. CARR presented a preamble and joint reso- 
lution of the members of the Senate and of the 
; House of Representatives of the Legislature of the 
| State of Indiana, on the subject of improving the 
navigation of the Ohio river at the falls, particu- 
| larly through the Indian chute, instructing their 
i Senators and requesting their Representatives in 
Congress to use their best endeavors to procure 
i the passage of a law appropriating a liberal sum of 
money, to be expended in improving the naviga- 
tion at the place aforesaid, under the superintend- 
ence of some qualified person or persons; which, 


| after a brief explanation made by Mr. C., was, 


| upon his motion, referred to the Committee on 
; Roads and Canals. 

: Mr. CARR presented a petition, asking for the 
: establishment of a mail route from Charleston, 
Clark county, to Rockford, Jackson county, In- 


| diana; also, for the establishment of a mail route 


! county, Indiana; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. PINCKNEY presented the resolutions of 
a public meeting of the citizens of Charleston, 
! South Carolina, praying the restoration of the 
| deposites. Read, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 18, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 


| the United States, by Mr. Donerson, his Private 
' Secretary. : 


Mr. HENDRICKS, agreeably to notice, intro- 


i; duced a bill appropriating $20,000 for the purpose 


of improving the navigation of the Wabash river; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 


| 
Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of a num- 


opinion that the m 
wise and jil-timed, bat at the same time he be- 


lieved that he had acted honestly, and that he had i 


done that which be had a right to do, and which |! 
i it was, moreover, his constitutional duty to do. 
4 In regard to the policy of restoring the depositesto 


| 
j 
i 
i 


easure of the President was un- | 


ber of the inhabitants of Richmond, Virginia, ask- 
| ing Congress to adopt measures to relieve the dis- 


i : ; 
į tresses of the community, and asserting the cause 


| of that distress to be the removal of the public 


i| deposites from the Bank of the United States. 


| _ Mr. TYLER also presented a similar memorial 
from inkabitants of Franklin, in Virginia; which, 


from Charleston to New Providence, in Clarke“ 
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after some remarks made by Mr. T., were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BIGB presented resolutions of the Fouse 
of Representatives of Kentucky, protesting against 
ihe dangerous power exercised by the President 
of the United States, in causing the public moneys 
to be removed from the Bank of the United States, 
and complaining of the use of the veto power by 
the Executive. The resolutions were read, refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the order to 
print 6,000 copies of the report of the Judiciary 
Committee on the message of the President, rela- 
tive to the pension fund, was taken up. 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the 
report. 

After the reading 
five minutes— 

Mr. MORRIS moved, as an amendment, that 
6,660 copies of the President’s message, the opin- 
ion of the Attorney General, and the accompany- 
ine documents, also be printed; whichamendment 
was adopted, and the resolution, as modified, was 
agreed to. 

At two o’clock the special order of the day was 
taken up, being the report of the Committee on 
Finance, and Mr. Criay’s resolution relative to 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. WILKINS having resumed his remarks, 
said that he endeavored yesterday, in an humble 


, which occupied an hour and 


manner, not only to show that the removal of the | 


deposites was a rightful exercise of authority on 
the part of the Secretary of the Treasury, but the 
mode sanctioned by the usage of the department, 
by all the statesmen who have heretofore acted in 
the department, and by the laws of the country. 
The expediency of the measure bore the Secretary | 
out in his reasons for the removal. And in justi- 
fying him, Mr. W, would assume the following | 
positions. The attitude of the bank in respect to 

the near termination of its charter; the rapid cur- 
tailment of its accommodations adopted on the Ist | 
of August; that the S 
depositories, in the 


for any other; that ‘the present distresses of the! 


country were not owing to the removal of th 
Zeposites, but to the harsh, vindictive spirit of the 
bank; and lastty, that they ought not to be re- 
stored to the Bank of the United States, because the 
crisis must be met, and the restoration would only 
produce the same, and greater disorder, when they 
should ultimately be removed. When a head of a 
department is about to discharge a duty devolved 
upon him by an act o 
seriously affect the finances of the country, he 
must fiad his justification in the laws imposing 
the duty on him. That he is confined to acting, 
not onrumor, but to the provisions on the statute 
book, and the Secretary was bound to look no 
farther than the charter, by which the bank was 
to close its concerns on the 4th of March, 1836, 
two years and five months from the order of re- 
moval, The term being thus fixed, the Secretary 
could not suppose it would be extended one hour 
longer. Ele knew the bank was created on the 
termination of the war to correct the disorder of 
the currency, and assist the financial operations of 
the country; that the crisis and emergency had 
passed, and that no consideration of the same kind 
existed for the continuance of the charter now. 
And he had stronger reason for believing that the 
two years given it after the expiration of its char- 
ter contemplated its determination, and that the 
farther provision in the 16:h section, gave the 
power preparatory tot 


he final closing of the Vank. 
But if we were disposed to t 


ell the Secretary that he 
ought to have locked to public sentiment for his 
course of action, what is the conclusion? Every- 


thing justified him in the conclusion he came to 


The bill for rechartering the bank bad been lost, | 


«and the very Chief Magistrate who vetoed it was 
reélected by the people. } 
with some, gentlemen, that his reélection was a 
decision against the bank. He thought the people 
looked beyond the bank question, and that thou- 
sands voted for General Jackson, who, to-morrow, 
would vote to rechacter the bank, His reélection 
proved that during his second term 


of-rechartering was settled and at an end. 


ii to as fully showing this. 


y j 
f Congress, which would | 


Me. W. did not think, } 


BE. 
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men on this floor declared, after the veto message 
;! was received, that the President had assumed the 
ii responsibility of putting an end to the bank, and 
| that the country ought to prepare for the termina- 
ii tion of its charter. This was the condensed ar- 
ument of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
i the whole country, the’Goverament, and every 
i individual, were bound to prepare for its downfall; 
nd was the Government to be the last to prepare? 
| Mr. W. contended that the question presented 
l; was the renewal of the charter of the bank, and 
ii the bank ought to come forward and have it set- 
' ted; for if it is not to be renewed, the deposites 
| oughtnotto be restored. Thequestion, then, was 


place. 


It was an experiment that was to be done, 


lt was an experiment to ascertain whether the 


: sufficient for the purposes of Government? If it 
| were doubtful, the earlier it was made the better; 
| and if it failed before the 4h of March, 1836, it 
|i would be testing the necessity of the bank to the 
ii Government. [Mr. W. then read from the me- 
morial of thebank to Congress in 1831-2, to show 
‘that it admitted that the earlier ihe question was 
i decided that the’ country could prepare for the 


i 
i 
1 
1 
i 
ut 
| 
i 


‘| over il but the previous action uf the Secretary. 


| it before Congress, nor could Congress say the 
I| Secretary must act. Butit was the original inten- 
li tion of the Secretary to have waited for the meet- 


|! ing of Congress, and his determination was only 


i changed by the improper and resentful conduct of 
! the bank itself. The declaration of the Secretary, 
i at page nineteen of his report, Mr. W. referred 


| Duane was Secretary, and supposed to be protecting 


tate banks are the only proper |! the interests of the bank, they commenced an im- 
absence of all law providing || mediate and ruinous system of curtailment, which 


| clearly justifies the wisdom of the act, and shows 

that the immediate action of the Secretary was 
|, necessary. And now the bank seeks to press the 
i: country by the same means which it used to pre- 
|! vent the removal. The most proper places, then, 
|! for depositing the public money—there being no 
i| National bank, no private depository, and no pro- 
|| vision for'the approaching termination of the char- 
li ter—-was the local banks. This selection was in 
| accordance with all usage and precedent. All the 
| Secretaries, and Mr. Duane himself, pointed to the 
| State banks as the proper depositories for the pub- 
‘lie money. And it was argued by some of the 
|| most distinguished men opposed to the old bank, 
i: depositories. i 

gentleman from Virginia, opposite, (Mr. Tyer,] 
|i in the House of Representatives, when contending 
|i for the greater safety of the public money. And 
: ifthe State banks were safe then, (during the war,) 
i why was not the argument as good now, when 
ii banking is better understood, when capitals are 
!! Jarger, and they have had ample experience since 
i| the war? They are now on a more solid founda- 
|| tion, they are all specie-paying banks, and are.in- 


i 
fi 
H 


: In regard to the contracts of the Secretary, they 
| are discreetand cautious, and were made with pru- 
| dence and liberality, and with a true regard to the 
© interests of the commercial community. Look at 
his atrangements, and it will be seen that they se- 


i 
i 


‘and 
| have confidence only in the Ban 
States: because, wherev l 
it will be found that the individual deposites are 
i greater in the State ban 


jt is not correct now to say that the people 
of the United 


| branches, and this remark equally applies to the 
| private and public deposites m all the large cities. 
[Mr. W. here read the late statements of the 
Bank of the United States to this point of his argu- 
i ment.) a 
As tothe Secretary satrangements wita t 
banke, it was attended with no expense W 


i country could get along without the Bank of the | 
i United States, and whether the State banks were | 


in August, while Mr. | 


| that the State banks were the most appropriate | 
And this, too, was argued by the! 


; finitely more subsiantial than the branch banks. | 
i| he would: move that the Senate adjourn. 


cure the same control which was provided by Mr. | 
Crawford, and followed up by Mr. Rush in 1826; | 


| 


} re = 7 

to the Government, but was borne by the banks 
themselves. His next point was, that the conduct 
; of the bank was resentful and coercive, and al- 


| though distress and pressure did exist, that it was 


i; much magnified by the newspapers and the: dis- 


i cussions here, which, if terminated, the distress 
| would subside, and the strength and elasticity of 
| the country would enable the community to- ac~ 
; commodate itself to the new condition of things. 


|| There was abundance of resources in the country, 


| and the report of the New York committee, who 
| have just returned home from a visit to this place, 
i distinctly declares that they believe there is no 


7 li project here for any national bank—that there is 
‘| merely one of time when the removal should take | 


no struggle between Chestnut street and Wall 
street; and they exonerate both the firstand second 
cflicers of the Government from any such view or 
intention. There is no such object, and if he 
(Mr. W.) believed it was to terminate in a contest > 
between Chestnut streetand Wall street, he would 
| abandon the course he had now taken, and cease 
| to sustain theactof the Secretary. There was no 


‘such project; he could not be mistaken, and the 


| Neither the President nor the Secretary could bring |; 


1 
i 
| 
| 
i 
! 


er there are branch banks, ; 


ks than they are in the || 
i; be printed. 
i} Mr. J.Q. 


i moment that question was presented, he should 
| instantly determine in favor of Chestnut street, in 
i the good city of William Penn. No. The rivalry 
i between Philadelphia and: New York was of a 
‘higher and more honorable character—itwas a 
struggle in the great internal improvements which 
they were both prosecuting for the trade of the 
great West, from which Pennsylvania would not 
: depart till she had succeeded in obtaining it. These 
distresses were local, not national, or extending 
over the whole land. He could not believe that 
i they had fallen on that class of citizens so valuable ` 
to the country, and which he greatly respected— 
he meant the American merchant—for which he 
would make any sacrifice except the rights of the 
Government to the ambition of thebank. Where 
is the real evidence of distress? There are no more 
bankruptcies now than there were when the bank 
was in the full enjoyment of its power; they were 
confined to brokers, stockjobbers, and those who 
live on every morning’s discount obtained at the 
bank. The great mass of the people were undis- 
turbed—the bone and sinew of the country were 
unembarrassed—all the elements of prosperity are 
among us, and our resources abundant; and 
therefore the time was peculiarly appropriate for 
the removal of the deposites. But the bank ef- 
fected its ruinous curtailment when the late instal- 
ments of the public debt which were paid had not 
| time to seek investment, and now we have thè- 
| same alarm resounded as when thegold bank went 
down in 1811. What has produced the present 
calamities of the country is an important ques- 
tion, and he (Mr. W.) believed it was the bank, 
i which, in the spirit of resentment which it had 
| exhibited, in the language of tthe gentleman from 
; Massachusetts, broke up the amity existing be- 
tween it and the local banks. If the bank thought 
proper to quarrel with the Administration, was 
that a reason for breaking up the amity between 
it and the State banks? 

Mr. W. then proceeded at some length to: ex- 
plain the effect which the system of cash duties 
i had in producing the prevailing distress, when he 
| gave way, at half past three o’clock, to 
; Mr. MANGUM, who observed that a meeting: 
| was about assembling in the Supreme Court room 
| in consequence of the melancholy death of Mr. 
Wirt, which had just taken place; and, with the 
permission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


Mr. WILKINS having yielded the floor, 
| The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, February 18, 1834. 
Mr. GORHAM presented a report from the 
minority of the Committee of Ways and Means 
on the subject of the pension agency by the Bank 


of the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 


ADAMS submitted the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day for 
consideration: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
s House a statement of the 
iowance by the accounting 
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officers of the Treasury, of a payment made by the 
Bank of the United States, under instructions from 
the Commissioner of Pensions, referred to in the | 
letter of the President of the Bank of the United 
States to the Secretary of War, of the 23d of Jan- 
uary last; and copies of all the correspondence || 
between the War and Treasury Department and | 
the Bank of the United States relating thereto. 
Mr, PAGE reported a bill for the relief of th 
administrators of Charles Williams. Sart 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill for the | 
final adjustment of land claims in Louisiana and || 
ihe Territories of Florida and Arkansas. Also, 
for the heirs of Ugene Jenet; which were read 
twice, and committed. i 
Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of | 
the citizens of the reserved townships in Monroe | 
county, Indiana, reported a bill for their relief, 
granting them a quantity of land for the use of 
schools in said township, in lieu of the 16th sec- 
tion in said township, which was granted by Con- | 
gress to the State for the use-and benefit of a State |; 
college; which bill was read twice, and committed 
toa Committee of the Whole Fouse, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to 
be printed. 
` Mr. CARR, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
application of the representatives of Louis Tesson, 
alias Horoni; which, upon motion, was ordered to | 
lie on the table. 
The House then took up the resolution submit- || 
ted by Mr. Gimer, of Georgia. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed | 
to communicate to this House all correspondence | 
which he may have had, or information in his pos- 
session, in relation to the death of Hardeman | 
Owens, a citizen of Alabama, who was lately put | 
to death by a party of regular soldiers; whether | 
said Owens was put to death in pursuance of orders 
from the War Department, or any officer of the 
United States; and that he also communicate to 
this House any correspondence which he may |) 
have had, or other information in his possession, || 
in relation to any obstructions thrown in the way 
of the execution of the process of the courts of 
Alabama, issued for the purpose of bringing to | 
trial those by whom said Owens was killed; and | 
any correspondence in relation to the removal of |} 
said prosecutions to the district court of the United | 
States. 
_ Mr. BEARDSLEY having the floor from the | 
previous day, gave way to Mr. Cray. | 


Mr. CLAY said, when he submitted some brief | 
remarks on this subject the other day, owing to | 
the general terms of the resolution, and hisinability |! 
to hear the remarks of the gentleman from Geor- || 
gia, at the distance Ife was from him, he objected || 
to the resolution, because he did not perceive that |! 
its adoption would lead to the attainment of any | 

p n * H 
practical purpose. But Mr. ©. said, that, as he ji 
understood from remarks subsequently made by | 
his colleague, (Mr. Lewis,] that the widow and ; 
children of the deceased had suffered injury, in the || 
loss of property, and that facts might be elicited |: 
by the resolution which might lead to restitution; | 


and as he had moreover understood that the cf- 
cers in command of Fort Mitchell were charged |! 
with having sent off beyond the jurisdiction of the || 
courts of Alabama, or facilitated the escape of the | 
soldier or soldiers charged with the homicide, he |: 
should withdraw all opposition to the. inquiry | 
sought. A practical purpose is now said to be ʻi 
within the scope of the resolution, and he hoped | 
it would be adopted by general consent. | 
Mr. C. also said, he would take this occasion to | 
correct an error into which he was now informed 
he had fallen, when he submitted the remarks allu- 
.ded to the other day. Mr. C. said he had then 
admitted what he believed to be true, that Major Me- | 
Intosh had, in the first instance, resisted or cbstructed :; 
the execution of process within the fort; but that he i: 
had been promptly instructed by the Secretary of |: 
War not only to submit to process himself, but to || 


| i 


afford all the facility in. his power for its execution | 
upon others under his command. Mr.C. said he |) 
had since been informed, by a gentleman entitled 


i 


19 implicit confidence, that he had done injustice |: 
to Major McIntosh, who (as Mr. C’s informant |! 


said) never had resisted or obstructed the execu- |i 


| duct. 


| inquiry. 


tion of process in the case alluded to. This ex- 
planation (Mr. C. said) was due to Major Mcin- 
tosh, and he made it with pleasure. We should, 
however, be correctly informed when the resolu- 
tion came to be answered. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, that as it seemed to 


be the general wish that the resolution should be | 
| adopted, he would not oppose it, although he did 


not approve of the adoption of resolutions of this 
character. It was, however, clear that the time 
of the House ought not to be wasted in debating 
it, and he was therefore induced to move the pre- 
vious question. 

The House refused to second the call—ayes 98, 
noes 104. 

Mr. HARDIN then said that he understood that 
Mr. Owens had been living quietly and peaceably 
on the lands, when he was shot down by a party 
of the military, acting under the order of a higher 
authority; and, under these circumstances, the 
House were surely bound to ascertain by what 
authority he was thus put to death. He contended 
that the rights of the United States over the lands 


! ceded by the Indians to them, gave them no other 

‘rights than those which should devolve upon in- | 
' dividuals purchasing; if Owens, then, was killed 
| for merely living on the Indian lands, upon what 
Whoever |! 


principle could his death be justified? 
did the act, although in obedience to orders, was 
guilty—the soldiers, as well as the deputy mar- 
shal, or the person who directed the deputy mar- 
shal. Yet, under the circumstances, the gentle- 


man from Alabama {Mr. Cray] could not see any |! 


practical object to result from the adoption of the 


: resolution. 


Mr. CLAY remarked that he had not been 
heard by the member, when this day he withdrew 
his objections to it. ; 

Mr. HARDIN resumed and said, that he wanted 
to know who issued the orders; that whatever 
was his situation, who had directed such measures, 
or who dared to issue orders to shoot a man down 
merely because he was living on the public lands 
of the Government, should be held accountable for 
it. It behooved every.man to condemn such con- 
He did not know whether the act had 
originated with the marshal or-with the officer 
commanding; but whoever was the cause, him 
only the resolution would affect. ° . 

Another part of this transaction to which he 
wished toadvert, and which required investigation, 
was the attempt to transplant the proceedings in 


this case from the judicial tribunals of Alabama | 


to the Federal courts. He denied this right, and 
contended that the parties should be tried for the 
offence by the State courts of Alabama. There 
appeared to bea disposition to extend the judiciary 
system of the Federal Government into the States; 
but the General Government had no right to ex- 
tend it. If this was permitted, he thought they 
might a8 well take away the State governments 
at once. He would vote for the resolution, as an 
outrage had been committed, by which the life of 
a citizen was violated, and which it was the duty 
of the House to have investigated. . 

Mr. MARDIS did not rise to discuss the merits 
of the resolution, as this did not appear to be neces- 
sary. The honorable member (Mr. HARDIN] was 
discussing a subject which there did not appear to 
beany objection made to have inquired into. Did 
not that member recollect that by going into it 
now he was prejudging the case of some indi- 
viduals? Hle hoped that there would not be any 
farther discussion upon it, and that the resolution 
would be adopted unanimously, 

Mr. WILDE deprecated unnecessary discus- 
sion as much as any member, but'he must rise to 
protest against the ground upon which the reso- 
lution was advocated by some gentlemen. The 
argument was, that the resolution was to grant 
restitution of property. It was not, it seemed, to 
be to make inquiry why a citizen’s life was taken 
away. ‘The time was passed, that it was enough 
to say, Iam a Roman citizen, or that the death of 
an American citizen did not furnish ground for 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. MERCER, 
relative to the duties of the committees, was post- 
poned until Tuesday next. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. SEVIER, to 


suspend patents of lands, and that submitted by 
Mr. FOOT, to organize the Treasury Department, 
were agreed to. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. MARDIS, to 
instruct the Committee of Ways and Means to 
report a bill regulating the deposites of the public 
money, coming up in its order, 
| Mr. MARDIS was prevented from addressing 
the House by the expiration of the hour for morn- 
ing business, and the Flouse proceeded to the order 
of the day, being the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


| The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
; Waysand Means, the question being on the amend- 
ment submitted by Mr. Jones, as an amendment 
to that previously submitted by Mr. McDurrie 

| viz: to add to the motion for reference the follow 

ing instructions to that committee: ‘ Inquire inte 
| € the expediency of depositing the revenue hereafter 
‘collected in the State banks, in the different 
‘States where the same is collected, in proportion 
‘to their respectivecapitals paid in, and to pre- 


ii ‘scribe the terms on which the same shall be 


‘deposited; and to report by bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. MUHLENBERG rose and said, that this 
was merely a preliminary, question, the decision 
of which would not affect the decision of the main 
| question. It was merely a question whether the 
i subject should go to the committee, with or with- 
j out instructions. The question had been under 
| consideration the greater part of seventy days, and 
‘ he thought it quite time to decide it. The country 
| was calling for it in every direction. He felt com- 
| pelled, therefore, from an imperious sense ofsduty 
{ 
| 
| 


to call for the previous question. : 
Mr. CHILTON asked a call of the House. 
The SPEAKER stated that the call of the House 
was not in order, as there was a motion for the 
| previous question, which was not yet decided. 
! ‘The question was now whether the House would 
, second the motion for the previous question, 
| Mr. WILDE said, there was a principle of 
| courtesy which was above any consideration upon 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Munvenrere] had made his motion for the pre- 
vious question. He considered that after what 
had been said in the debate, in relation to his con- 
nexion with the Committee of Ways and Means, 
that he had a right to expect from the House an 
opportunity of being heard. By the courtesy of 
the Elouse he was entitled to make a reply to some 
of those who had participated in the debate. He, 


|| therefore, appealed to the gentleman for the with- 


; drawal of his motion. 


| Mr. CHILTON appealed from the decision of 
| the Chair on the question of order, and he argued 


_ at some length to prove that a call of the House 
| could be required at any time. 


|| The SPEAKER went fully into the grounds of 
|| the decision, stated that the practice of the House 
|| had not been uniform, and expressed a wish that 


i the House would now solemnly settle the ques- 


tion, 


| 


i 
H 
it 

i 


|| Mr. BURGES said there was no good reason 
|: for not calling the House before the seconding of 


: the previous question, If there was a necessity 
i for the call, it existed before the motion for the 
| previous question was put. 
! After some remarks from Mr. HARDIN, Mr. 
: CHILTON withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS renewed the appeal. He 
i thought, he said, that the decision of the Chair 


; was incorrect. It appeared to him that if there 


| Was ever an occasion for the presence of all the 


i members, it was precisely when the previous 


i question was demanded. The decision of the 
| Speaker rested on the technical construction of the 
i rule, and he thought it ought to be reversed. 


i. The SPEAKER said, that he was never more 


| satisfied with the correctness of a decision than 


|i that which he had now given. He was perfectly 


i satisfied that it was correct, according to the rules 


i 


i, and usages of the House. But he only felt solicit- 


ous for the distinct settlement of the question, as 
it was one of much importance in reference to the 
future despatch of business: 


Mr. FOSTER, Mr. VINTON, Mr.GHOLSON, 


and Mr. CLAYTON, also made some remarks in 


Pa 
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opposition to the decision of the Chair, and Mr. 
BROWN, of New York, in support of it. 

Mr. WILDE asked whether, before the decision 
of the House on the appeal, it would be in order | 
to move a cell of the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be in 
order, 

Mr. WILDE then demanded the yeas and nays 
on the appeal, and they were ordered. 

Mr. CHILTON remarked that there was noth- 
ing in the rule of the House that forbade a call of 
the House, and hoped that upon a great question 
like this, the fundamental rights of their constitu- 
ents to give, through their representatives, a vote, 
would be respected. i 

Mr. BYNUM said he did not rise so much to 
enter the discussion of the parliamentary usages of 
the House, in relation to the subject under debate, || to have a full expression of the representative 
as to reply to the remarks of his honorable friend |, voice, that the fetters of tyranny should not be 
from Virginia, (Mr. Guotson,] and the gentleman |! 
from Georgia, who had just taken his seat. Mr. | 
B. said he had heretofore invariably voted against |} 
the call of the previous question. His object had || 
been to allow the fullest latitude to a free discus- || 
sion of the subject then before them, which had 
been carried on upwards of two months, without 
interruption, and which he thought, in all con- | 
science, a reasonable length of time for the discus- 
sion of onesubject. But the honorablesgentleman 
from Virginia had said, or insinuated, that the 
House was about to use the brutal force of num- 
bers to puta stop to the debate. This he denied, 
and contended that he had every disposition to 
extend to every gentleman on the floor an oppor- 
tunity to address the House, but that he thought 
such was the nature of this. protracted debate, and 

' the circumstances growing out of it, that the inter- 
est of the country at large required that it should 
beterminated in some form or other; that hundreds 
and hundreds of thousands of dollars of the peo- 
ple’s money had been spent in this protracted dis- 
cussion, without the least benefit, in his judgment, 
being afforded to the nation; he could not, therefore, 
upon grounds of policy, feel himself justified in 
voting in favor of a continuation of so fruitless a 
discussion. Mr. B. said that the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Crayron,} had stated, that he | 
thought ita very hard case that a call of the House | 
should not be made, in order. to allow gentlemen 
who were absent an opportunity of voting. Mr. 
B. said, he could not recognize the principle of 
having a call of the House on every occasion to 
get members in to vote. He thought it rather their 
duty to be in their seats, and that they should be 
excused only for sickness or unavoidable absence, 
for which he had no doubt they always would be 
excused both by the House and their constituents, 
to whom they were more immediately responsible. 
He, therefore, thought there was little weight in | 
the argument of the gentleman from Georgia in! 
relation to the hardness of the cases of those who | 
were absent. Gentlemen had complained, said | 
Mr. B., of thé majority’s determination to bring 
this debate to a closethe thought this complaint 
wholly unfounded. Who (he asked) was most 
responsible for this protracted discussion? Who 
would be censured for the evi! consequences which |; 
had, and would continue to grow out of itè The || 
friends of the Administration, no doubt. Yes, sir, |; 
the very party that now is opposed to the termina- 
tion of this already too protracted and perplexing 
question, will be the first to cry out, in voices of 
bitterest censure, against the majority in favor of 
the Administration having suffered so much time 
of the House to be consumed at such enormous 
expense to the country in idle and profitless debate; į; 
that they had the power to put a stop to it when- 
ever they might havethought proper. He thought 
courtesy at this time required immediate action on | 
the subject. Indeed, gentlemen of the opposition 
had so declared themselves, again and again. 

Mr. B. was proceeding to show- that the present 
excitement in the country was owing more to the | 
incertitude of the action of the House on the sub- 
ject than to the simple act of the removal of the 
deposites, when the debate was arrested by the 
Speaker’s informing Mr. B. that the merits of the 
question could not be gone into on the motion for 
a call of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS believed that a call of the 
Elouse was atall times in order, as it was prelimi- 
nary to, and necessary to, all other questions. He 


|| would movea call of the House before the question 
i| on the appeal was taken. 
The SPEAKER decided that this motion was 
not in order. A 
Mr. WAYNE considered, as the House was 
notin possession of the motion for the previous 


| must ultimately affect the question. He hoped 


reversed. ae 


present question in debate as one of the most im- 
portant questions that ever had been presented. 
The SPEAKER called to order. 
Mr. B. continued and said, he desired therefore 


no man could say in excuse that he was not here 
to vote upon it. : 


the merits of the question, but he meant to call 
the attention of-the House to what had been its 
| practice on former occasions; and in doing so he 
| could not help adverting to the former vote given 
i by the honorable member from Rhode Island, two 
| years ago, upon an occasion which that honorable 
member must well remember. Notwithstanding 
the horror which he now expresses against the call 
for the previous question, he had twice concurred 
in such a call on one and the same day, to carry 
through the question of rechartering the Bank of 
the United States. Then there was not a word 
from him asto tyranny. If the present call was 
‘tyranny, what, heasked, was the conduct of those 
acting then with him? 

The SPEAKER rose to order. 

After a few remarks from Mr. BURGES and 
Mr. BEARDSLEY, 

Mr. ADAMS said it was his intention to have 
asked the member from Pennsylvania [Mr, Muat- 
ENBERG] to withdraw his motion for the previous 


s 


| marks, not on the merits of this question, but to 
show that the report of the Secretary ought not to 
be sent to the Committee of Ways and Means 
without the instructions moved by the member 
from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurrtz;] but asa 
similar favor had been refused to another member, 
he could not, with propriety, now make the re- 
quest. He hoped, however, hereafter to have an 
opportunity of addressing the House on the ab- 
stract question; and feeling, then, unwilling to 
waste the time of the House, and at the same time 
desirous to avoid a decision upon what he feared 
would be a most pernicious precedent, he would 
withdraw his appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. FOSTER, however, renewed the appeal, 
and the question thereon being stated— 

Mr. HARDIN remarked, he regretted to differ 
i| with his friends, but he must say that the call of 
‘| the House was not in order after the previous 
| question was moved. | 
| The House sustained the decision of the Chair 
by the following vote—1]5 to 112, 

The question was then taken on the call for the 


| the House, by a vote of—115 to 109. 
| Mr. CHILTON then moved acallofthe House. 
: Lost. bd ` 
The question being, ‘Shall the main question 
be now put?” the yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BURGES moved that the House do now 


i 
| 
i 
f 
t 


i. which were ordered. 


i yeas S4, nays 142, as follows: J 
il” WRAS—-Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
| Allen, Chilton Allan, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Bar- 

ringer, Bates, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, 


i 


| ney, Coulter, Crane, 


| Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Evans, Ed- 
i ward Everett, Horace Everett, 
ii ter, Fulton, Gamble, Gholson, 


|l Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hal 


Gordon, Gorham, 


1, Hard, 


| question, the.call of the House was then in order. |; 
| Mr. REED said that the very seconding of the || 

question was the decision of the House, and which || 
that the decision made by the Speaker would be | 


Mr. BURGES deemed the continuance of the |; 


riveted so as that on this great question hereafter |: 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said he would not debate |, 


| question, that he might have addressed a few re- | 


| previous question, and the call was seconded by | 


i adjourn; and thereupon asked the yeasand nays, į 


The question being then taken on the motion | 
for adjournment, it was decided in the negative— | 


| Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, Chambers, Chilton, | 
! Choate, Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Clow- || 
Crockett, Darlington, War- , 
ren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, | 


Felder, Foot, Fos- || 


Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Jabez. 
W. Huntington, William Cost Johnson, Lewis, 
Martindale, Marshall, McComas, Mcitennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potis, Reed, 
Selden, W. B. Shepard, W. Slade, Sloane, Span- © 
gler, Wm. P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tomp- 
kins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough,' Ed- 
ward D. White, Frederick Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wilson, and Young—84. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
|| William Allen, Archer, Baylies, Beale, Bean, 
i| Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, 
John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, 
li Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambréleng, Carmichael, 
|| Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, 
|i Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Philemon Dicker- 
|! son, David W. Dickinson, Duncan, Dunlap, Ew- 
‘| ing, Fillmore, Forester, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, 
| William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Gilmer, 
Graham, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
ii Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Hies- 
| ter, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, 
|| Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, 
i| Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Kavanagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, La- 
| 


| 
i 
i! 
ij 


| porte, Lawrence, G. W. Lay, Luke Lee, Leavitt, 
| Love, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, 
i Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, John Y. 
| Mason, McCarty, McIntire, McKay, McKim, 
|| McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, H. Mitch- 
ell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Os- 
i good, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pier- 
i| son, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Rencher, 
i| Shenck, Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, 
Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stod- 
dert, Suthertand, William Taylor, F. Thomas, 
Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Hou- 
i| ten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Web- 
|| ster, Whallon, C. P. White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Wilde, and Wise—142. Fe 

Mr. CHILTON again moved a call ef the . 
House. f 


The CHAIR decided that the motion was not in 
order, as the House had just decided against the 
motion. 


The yeas and nays were then taken on the ques+ 
tion, whether the main question should be now put, 
and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 116, 
|| nays 112, as follows: ; 


|| Y&AS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen 

Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, 
|| James Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, 
Brown, Bunch, Barns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Car~ 
il michael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Samuel Clark, 
i Clay, Coffee, Conner, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, 
Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, William K.: 
l| Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. 
| Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Har- 
per, Harrison, Flathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah John- 
i| son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
‘| Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, 
|| L. Lea, Leavitt, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, 
Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses, Mason, McCarty; 
|| Mclotire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, 
i| McVean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Par- 
ker, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin 
Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, 
i Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, 
| Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, Francis 
j Thomas, Thompson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
‘| Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, 


i 
i 
i 


+ Webster, Whailon, Campbell P. White—116. 
| NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
| John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 
| Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty, 
| James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
| Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Chinn; Choate, Clai- ` 
| borne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, 
! Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, Warren R. 
! Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
| Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, Evans, Edward 
| Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, 
: Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, 
| Gholson, Gimer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, 
| Grayson, Grennell, Grifin, Hiland. Hall, Hard, 
| Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, 
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‘Jabez W: Huntington, William Cost Johnson, 
Seaborn Jones, King, Lay, Lewis, Love, Loyall, 
Martindale, Marshall, John Y. Mason, McComas, 
McDuffie, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, 
Patton, Pinckney, Plummer, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, 
Rencher, Selden, William B. Shepard, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, 
‘Wiliam P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, 
Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. 
White, F. Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—112. 

Mr. CLAY ‘asked the yeas. and nays on the 
main question, and they were ordered. 


The main question, on the motion of Mr. POLK, |! 


to-réfer the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 


Baylies, Beale, Bean, . Beardsley, Beaumont, | 


John Bell, James Blair, John Biair, Bockee, || lands for sale at not less than four, nor more than 


Bodie, Boon, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, 
Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, 
Coulter, Cramer, Davenport, Day, Philemon Dick- 
erson, David W. Dickinson, Dunlap. Ewing, 


Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Galbraith,’ 


Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Joseph Hail, Thomas 
H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. 
Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Jobn- 
son, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lea, Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, 
Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mar- 
dis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McCarty, 
MelIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, 
McVean; Miller, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitch- 
ell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, 
Parker, Patton, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Pey- 
ton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 
Pope, Schenck, Schley, Selden, Shinn, Charles 
Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Suth- 
erland, William Taylor, William P. Taylor, 
Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, Campbell P. 
White—130. i 
NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 
Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 
Jas. M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, 
Wm. Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, 
Crockett, Darlington, Warren R. Davis, Amos 
Davis, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, John 
Dickson, Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace 
Everett, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Philo C. 
Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Gordon, Gorham, Gra- 
ham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, 
Hiester, J. W. Huntington, William Cost John- 
son, Lay, Lewis, Love, Martindale, Marshall, 
McComas, McDuffie, McKennan, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, 
Rencher, William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, 


Ww. Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Philemon Thomas, | 
Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, | 


Edward D, White, F. Whittlesey, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde, Wiliams, Wilson, Wise, Young 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, asked the unanimous 
consent of the Mouse to offer a resolution for the 
instruction of the Committee of Waysand Means. 
Refused. ` 

-On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Weonespay, February 19, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donerson, his Private 
Secretary. 

Mr. KANE presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Illinois, préying the passage of a 
preémption law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
es Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Lucy 

oomis, 


|| upon the table until other bills of a similar charac- 
' ter were taken up. 


|| respectable committee,) of similar import with 


‘ pressing directly opposite views on the topic which 


Mr. TIPTON presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Indiana, asking an appropriation by Con- 
gress for the improvement of the Wabash river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals. . 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas S. Martin. 

Mr.POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memoria! of the Legislature of Alabama, | 


relative to a grant of lands for the endowment of |! 


male and female academies. Mr. P. stated the | 
committee had the subject at large before them, and | 
they thought it unnecessary to report specifically | 
upon this memorial. He moved that it be laid 


Mr. POINDEXTER, agreeably to notice, intro- | 
duced a bill limiting the time of advertising public 


six months; which was read twice and commit- 


ted. 
Mr. LINN asked that the report of the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, on the petition of 


Colonel White, together with the petition and ac- | 


companying documents, be printed; which was so | 
ordered. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of | 
the Selectmen of Norwalk, Connecticut, asking an 


appropriation for the improvement of that har- į! 


bor; which was referred to the Committee on Com- Í 
merce. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
Pensions, reported a bill, from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, making appropr* tions for the pay- | 
ment of certain pensioners, with various amend- 
ments. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives, without amendment, for the relief 
of the heirs of the late Dr. John Berrien. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
the officers and the crew of the privateer General 
Armstrong, asking remuneration for services per- 
formed during the Jate war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of citizens of New York, disapprov- 
ing of the course of the Secretary of the Treasury 
in removing the deposites, and asking their resto- 
ration to the Bank of the United States. 

Also, the proceedings of a great Democratic 
Republican meeting, heldin the Park, city of New 
York, sustaining the Administration in its meas- 
ures in removing the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States. i f 

Also, the proceedings of a numerous meeting of 
Democratie citizens at Tammany Hall, in New 
York, (which was brought to this city by a highly 


those at the Park. 

These several proceedings were read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed : 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. TIPTON and TALLMADGE; which 
were referred to-the usual committees. 


The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be directed to snquire into the expediency of au~ 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to correct 
an erroneous entry of the numbers of three sec- 
tions of the lands granted to aid the State’ of Indi- 
ana in constructing a road from the Ohio river to 
Lake Michigan. 

By Mr. EWING: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the justice and expe- 
diency of paying to George C. Johnson, out of 
the annuities accruing to the Shawnee nation of 
Indians, theamount of ten several bonds for $2,000 
each, which he holds against the chiefs and war- 
riors of said nation. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from a 
meeting of citizens of the county of Erie, in the 
extreme west of the State of Pennsylvania; and | 
also another from a meeting of citizens in German- 
town, in the extreme east of the State; both ex- | 


| 


i 


He moved that they be separately read, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and be 
printed. 

After the memorials were read, 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said, it was with great 
reluctance that he rose at any time to say anything 
upon petitions or memorials presented to the Sen- 


ate. But the characters of both these memorials 
are so exceptionable, that the Senate owed it to its 
own dignity and the preservation of its own char- 
acter, to refuse to print them, but should lay them 
on the table, where they ought to lie, under the 
indignant frown of the Senate. If we allow de- 
nunciations of the Senate, and its presiding officer, 
in Such unqualified terms, where shall we stop? 
Itis right that gentlemen should state the substance 
of petitions on presenting them, and if they are 
found calculated to mislead the public mind, we 
should refuse to countenance them. He regretted 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr: Mc- 
Kean] thought it his duty to present these memo- 
rials. For himself, he would not have done so. 
He made no exception to a decent expression of 
opinion, The doors of the Senate and the ears of 
Senators were open, and they would always 
be heard. «But where denunciation, abuse, and 
calumny characterized their petitions, we should 
suffer ourselves to be merely the channel through 
which denunciatory pamphlets, not calculated to 
promote the interests of the country, were sent 
abroad, if they were to be received, printed, and ` 
referred. Hewas certain no Senator here thought 
they ought to be received; and with permission of 
Ung gentleman who presented them, he would 
make a motion to that effect. 

Mr. McKEAN said, he felt no anxiety that his 
motion should prevail. He had consulted his col- 
league on the subject, who thought it was better 
to present them. He stated, on presenting them, 
that they contained expressions which he depre- 
cated, and he did so still. But he had brought the 
memorials before the Senate; he disapproved of 
their language, and he hoped he should receive no 
more of them. The gentleman [Mr, Kiwa] might. 
make the motion if he chose. 

Mr. KING then moved that the Senate refuse 
to receive the memorials. 

Mr. FORSYTH observed that there were ex- 
pressions in these memorials which were certainly 
very offensive, and in very bad taste. But hedid 
not know how the Senate could prescribe the 
manner in which the people should express them- 
selves either to this or any other body. He had 
no objection to laying these memorials on the 
table; but he objected to refusing to receive them; 
for there was scarcely one presented here which 
did not contain some exceptionable expressions. 
He did not defend these; they were very obnox- 
ious, and in bad taste; but he held that the people 
had a right to express themselves, and they had 
also a right to choose the“ language in which to 
convey their expressions. He hoped the gentle- 
man (Mr. Kye] wouid not press his motion, but 
allow them to Jie on the table. 

Mr. SPRAGUE entirely concurred with the 
gentleman who had just sat down, that the expres- 
sions were highly offensive. Butin timeslike the 
present, when the people were laboring under 
severe pressure and distress, and the most gloomy 
apprehensions of its continuance, he for one, would 
not refuse to hear them, in any language, and the 
Senate were bound to listen to them. The ex- 
pressions in the first memorial which was read 
referred to the Senate—they were certainly very 
disrespectful in calling this an aristocratic body, 
but we could not close our ears to them; and if 
people were taught to view this body as dangerous 


to the liberties of the people, let us hear their voice. 


This was not the first time the Senate had been at- 
tempted to be prostrated—had been struck at, and 
we could not ward off the blow by refusing to re- 
ceive them. He would not consent to print them, 
but he held that the people had a right to send their 
memorials here, and we were bound to receive 
them, and bound to give them such consideration 
as they merited. But the reflections upon the pre- 
siding officer of the Senate were peculiarly offen- 
sive and objectionable, and he would beamong the 
foremost to condemn it, because that officer had 
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not an opportunity to answer them, by reason of 
his having no voice here. 

Mr. MANGUM coincided with the sentiments 
expressed by the gentlemen in regard to the terms 
of these memorials. As regarded the reflections 
upon the Senate, he would observe, that in every 
nation in Christendom the Court language was 


considered the standard of purity, and he thought | 


the mernorialists had not departed widely from 
the Court language here. 

Mr. KING, of Aiabama, consented to vary his 
motion to lay the memorials on the table. But if 
we were to sit here and receive violent abuse, and 
individual Senators calumniated, we would have 
bat litle to do. He did not exactly understand 
the gentleman’s [Mr. Maneum] Court language 
Did the gentleman assimilate the abusive epithets 
in these papers to the Court language? 


of every American citizen to address themselves | 
to Congress to make known their wants; but this 


right should be enjoyed by addressing Congress 


in respectful language. fle was disposed to 


observe the same rule here which prevailed in the |. 
: PERN i 
courts of law. The right of petitioning the courts | 


for a redress of grievances was guarantied to the 


citizen; but if he should address the chancellor in 
scurrilous language, would he receive the petition | 


orcomplaint? Certainly not. He recollected an 
instance of an application to the chancellor, and it 


was refefred to the master to expunge the offen- | 


sive passages; and the chancellor observed, that if 


another similar instance occurred he would inquire | 


Mr. 8. would re- | y £ 
i| remova! of the deposites, and therefore that could 


‘who drafted the application. 
ceive these memorials, but would lay them on the 
table. 

Mr. BIBB said, the right of petition and remon- 
strance was not the right to abuse and degrade the 
body to whom the petitions were addressed; and 
it was the duty of the body thus reflected on to 

rotect itself, and it would be wanting in its duty 
If it failed to doit. The morals of the people and | 
a respect for truth flowed, in a very considerable 
degree, from the examples of those in power. 
Example was more effectual than precept. He 
would not like the preacher who should say, do 
as | preach, regardless of my own conduct. He 
was disposed to adopt a medium course in refer- 
ence to these memorials; he would rather refer | 


them to a committee, or an officer to beappointed, | 


to strike out. the objectionable parts; he was |! 


unwilling to Jet them lie on the table with those 
obnoxious words in them. . And if he was at lib- 
erty, he would move to refer them to a committee į 
to expunge the objectionable matters. : 

Mr. POINDEXTER said, that the right to | 
petition Congress was guarantied by the Constitu- | 


tion, but petitions should be couched in temperate, || 


respectful language, and he was as ready as any || J € ; 
| necessity for its pursuing such a course, and | 


entailing calamity on the country. He referred to || 


Senator to treat with disrespect any petition couched | 
in vituperative language, addwessed to this body. 
But in reference to the memorial from Erie, there , 
was some apology for the harshness of its lan- 
guage. 


connected with that, the character of the Senate 


as an aristocratic body. And he would ask, were | 


we not to blame for this in a great measure? We 
had been told by a gentlemen here, in reference to 
this event, that the censure of the Senate was no 
reproach; and shall we, then, censure the citizens 
of Erie for reéchoing this language? Let us 
begin at home; let us begin here, and compel our 
own body to treat us with proper respect, and then 
we would commund the respect of the people. 


What are the people to believe, when they hear | 


from a Senator on this floor that a rejection by 
the Senate is the high road to popular favor? But 
we were not without a higher precedent. 


charges the Senate with being guilty of a corrupt 
violation of the Constitution of the United States. 


Under this high sanction, then, the citizens of Erie 3 
He was wiling 


are excusable for their warmth. iliing 
to consider these petitions, and he was unwilling 
to treat them with rudeness, when he considered 
the sanction which they had received from the 
President. There were petitions here contatning 
worse expressions than these. ( 


We could not 
expect to have them just as we would wish. He 
was willing, therefore, to refer them; they could not 


“pjure him; and he was willing to send them to the 


jj tion. 
Mr. SMITH said, it was the undoubted right |; 


|| had had nothing else. 


‘| caused by the bank itself? 


They resided in a remote part of the | 
country, and referred to a particular event, and | 


A iate i| 
message froin the President of the United States | 


= 
Committee on Finance, and let them go for 
they were worth. 

| Mr. KING then renewed his motion to lay on 
| the table; which was agreed to. 

| The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
| of the day, being Mr. Ciay’s resolutions, and the 
| report of the Committee on Finance on the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
Mr. WILKINS said, on the adjournment yes- 


distress in the community to the resentful deport- 
ment of the Bank of the United States itself—it 
was to be ascribed to measures of the bank inter- 


| which he would offer as evidence of this disposi- 
And a prominent one was, the refusal of the 


the relier of the commercial community, when the 
i| bank well knew the Governmentand the Secretary 


|| Attainment of that object. Hence the State banks 
all over the country were memorializing Congress 
for the restoration of the denosites, because the 
| bank was only to be thus appeased. Another fac 
of which there was undeniable evidence, was, its 
disposition to oppress the country by a resort, in 
August last, to breaking up the domestic exchanges 
| between the Atlantic cities and the interior. The 
| vast West, and particularly his city, at the head 
| of the Ohio river, connected with the Mississippi, 
have felt this more sensibly than any other part of 
thecountry. This was two months anterior to the 


not have produced it. 
great capital and extensive circulation of its notes, 
had complete control over the debts of the United 
States and the Comestic exchanges, and by refer- 


|| ring to the leter of Mr. Crawford in 1817, it would 
|; be found that the conduct of the bank, when con- 


| sidered according to his views, fully justified the 
Secretary in the removal of the depusites, if he 


about to adopt a system of exchanges injurious to 
the country, and Mr. Crawford informed them 
that if they did so, the Government had no other 
alternative but to take away the public deposites. 


|; Why, then, was there distress, unless it was 


The late bank of Mr. 
Girard went down without creating any distress, 
j although his loans amounted to four millions. He 
admitted that the bank ought to reduce its dis- 


but the reduction should be proportioned to the 


control over the currency, and holding ‘the dis- 
counts of the country in its hands, there was no 


the newspapers of the day, as proving that the 


ii removal was not thought of any consequence to 


| the bank, 
| It was asked, what could the bank do to relieve 


| the country? He answered, everything. 


i| restore confidence in the community—let it cease 
i| any further curtailment—stand sull—restore amity 
|| between itself and the local banks, and the Sec- 
‘| ret 
|| power of the 


i| the commercial community, and dispel embar- | 
i If the termination of the charter was | 
|| not near enough to justify the removal, it has not || 


i i rassment. 


! approac 


hed near enough to justify such excessive 


‘| precipice, and even peril iis own safety to give 
| relief—its hostile attitude to the Government ought 
to be no impediment. Its notes cannot be affected. 

hey are secured as a legal tender in payment 
i: of debts, and they are admitted to be perfectly 
-goand and solvent. Indeed, the bank is said to 
iso, why not grant relief? In March, 1831, i 


1: leav 
i its vau 
‘ funds, amounted to fifteen millions and upwards 
¡and it had a circulation to meet this of only 
nineteen millions. In the last month it bas de- 


creased its business more than one million, aud 


inz afterwards six millions of hard dollars in 


F 
what 


| terday, he was proceeding to ascribe the existing | 


vening between the removal of the deposites and į 
the pressure. .There was one or two facts more | 


bank to join the local banksin any arrangement for |: 


would have gone hand in hand with them in the | 


‘The bank, by means of its | 


The bank at that time was | 


counts, because of the removal of the deposites; | 


demand likely to be made onthem. But they were | 
disproportioned, and holding as it did, the entire ; 


lt was ; 
rich and powerful, and by a single breath could jj 


ary would go hand in hand, and do all in the ii 
Department to restore confidence in |: 


! curtailments. It ought to go to the verge of the | 


i be the soundest and safest in the world; and if | 


! parted with a portion of its coin as surplus specie, | 


hs, which, added to its other available | 


added half a million of specie to its vaults, «In 
Pittsburg, the reduction from the maximam of is 
|| loans, in one year, was (he spoke in round nom- 
| bers) $557,000, and in the two last months, $72,060, 
| extorted from the citizens of Pittsburg, when the 
f bank was perfectly safe from all accident, and bex 
| yond the reach of the world. And in Boston, in 
j the same period, a curtailment of $609,000 had 
taken place. Mr. W. proceeded to show the 
views of Mr. Biddle as to the readiest means of 
averting a panic, and contended that he could dis- 
pel the embarrassment, and by the magic of his 
pen, afford relief in a moment. Mr. W. adverted 
to the House of Representatives’s.report of the 
spring of 1832, page 460, to the answer of Mr, 
Biddle to a question put by Mr. MeDufiie, one of 
the committee of investigation. 

[Here Mr. W. read Mr. Diddle’s. answer, de- 
tailing the account of the panic in 1825 in Eng- 
land, when the Bank of England was about sus- 
pending specie payments, from which national 
calamity the country was only saved by the time- 
ly arrival of 200,000 sovereigns, and the discovery, 
accidentally, of a large quuntity of one pouud 
notes in the vaults of the bank.) ; 

This Mr. W. considered strong evidence of 
what the Bank. of the United States could do-to 
i give relief, and was conclusive of its ability, in 
i that respect, when taken in connexion with the 
| fact that by an extension of discounts in New York 
; of $50,000, the country was saved from a crisis of 
i great danger and difficulty. i 
I| [Mr. W. here read Mr. Biddle’s letter. of in- 
| structions to the branch in New York at that 
i time.] - ; 
| Why could not the bank (said Mr. W.) adopt 
|| the same course on the present occasion, when it 
|| was not pressed for coin; when it owed nothing? 
l When coin was flowing into her vaults, why not 
| let it out? When $50,000 before averted an ap- 

prehended calamity, why not adoptthe same course 

now? Fle denied that there was any disorder in 
,, the currency; there was nota single note of any. 
Bank of the United States in circulation, which 
@was not as good now as when the-deposites were 
i; removed. Although at a small discount, apart 
i from the vicinity of the bank issuing them, they. 
| are all promptly paid in coin on presentation at the 
| counter, according to the promise on their face. 
| The only real difference in them, arises. from ‘the 
i expense of carrying them to the bank, and pro-. 
curing the coin. But when the period arrives when 
i some pay specie and others do not, then he would 
be willing to admit that the currency was:disorder- 
| ed. And when it is known that the circulation of 
| the United States Bank notes could not be:impair- 
ed, and could not be checked, where is the disorder? 
|i But the Secretary charges the bank with having 
li exercised political power; and, if he has sustained 
j|the position, no one will deny that it is of itself 
i| sufficient ground to justify the removal of the de- 
| posites; for on the purity of our elections depends 
i the integrity of the administration of the Govern- 
‘ment. In answer to this objection, the directors 
1, explain away the facts, but substantially admit 
them. And what shouid we think of the bank 
which would use the public funds for vilifying the 
public men of the country? The evidence of the 
charge was the best evidence of which the case 
was susceptible; for although the bank labors to 
conceal it, it admits the fact charged, but excuses 
i itself, by saying it was for self-defence; thus yield- 
ing the point and going to the full extent of the 
principle. Could the same evidence be expected 
| as was admissible in a court of justice? He was 
: williog to yield to them the right of a proper 
expenditure in the publication of essays upon the 
i currency and banking, and, indeed, he would say 
|: speeches and reports; but he would like to hear 
:| an explanation of the twenty or thirty thousand 
+ dollars expended for “miscellaneous” publications. 
: Why conceal this, if it was only for self-defence? 
| Let them explain these expenditures for ‘ miscel- 
laneous” publications, and he would give. up the 
charge of meddling in the politics of the country. 
For if they only defend the bank, they shouldbe 
disclosed to the people.» He was opposed to the 
restoration of the deposites, becattwe he was unwil- 
‘ling to yield to the bank; which, if it could force 
|: a restoration, would rule now and forever. Restore 
|: the deposites and the bank will continue ils exces- 
li sive curtailments; and how miserable must be our 
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- country——now represented as the best and most 


` a new aspect, and it would now only add to the 


“was conclusive that it would not be—why restore 
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prosperous on earth—which relies for its prosperity 
on the restoration of the deposites. The reportof į 
the late New York committee, who were on a visit | 
here, says the country is blessed with abundance, i 
and they spoke like men honorably relying on the 
rescurces of the country. Frankly believing the 
original question to be changed, he would yield for | 
a moment, that it might not have been expedient 
to remove the deposites; but as the act had been | 
fairly and honorably done, and the experiment | 
made, which must be made, the question presented | 


disorders of the country to restore them. If the 
bank is not to be rechartered, and he presumed it 


the deposites? If he could be satisfied that there 
was a reasonable likelihood of a recharter, he 
would rise at midnight to vote for the restoration 
of the deposites. 

There was one point more which he would ad- 
vert to. ` It was said that the bank ought to have 
been proceeded against by scire facias, thus giving 
to the bank the advantage of a judge, and a trial | 
by jury. Ifthis course was calculated to meet all | 
the errors and abuses charged against it, he would | 
admit the justice of the argument. The charter | 
says, either the President or Congress may direct 
a scire facias to be issued in case of a violation of 
the charter. But for other vast abuses, infinitely 
above a mere violation of the charter, the proceed- | 
ing by scire fucias is not to be used, but the removal | 
of the deposites resorted to. For interfering in the 


politics of the country, for proceeding in various 
ways to cripple the.commerce of the country, the 
scire facias affords no remedy. But suppose Con- 
gress. had ordered a seire facias, would not. the 
removal of the deposites also follow of course? 
Would you pursue the judicial proceeding, and yet į 
leave the deposites? To preventagreater disorder of | 
the currency the Administration pursued the most 
discreet course? For ifthe removal of the deposites | 
could affect the country so seriously, what would 
have been the consequence of a total overthrow of 
thebank? Mr. W. said hegave way to no despond-# 
ency—he feared no revolution, present or prospect- 
ive. . The bank might control the currency of the | 
country, and preduce distress for a time, but iti 
would emerge from it with still greater strength; | 
and while it was attempting to arrogate to itself | 
-power over the Government, he would appeal to | 

his own State to resist its unwarrantable assump- | 
tion, and call on Congress to drive back so usurp- | 
ing an institution. 

Mr. TYLER obtained the floor, and moved an 

adjournment, He gave way, however, at the in- | 
stance of . i 


Mr. CLAY, who suggested that considerable 
business had accumulated, and the usual hour of 
adjournment not having arrived, he hoped that the : 
Senate would continue its session, and dispose | 
of a portion of it. . f 

Mr. TYLER withdrew his motion for adjourn- | 


ent. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN submitted a resolution, | 
which lies one day, restricting the issuing of any | 
notes within the District of Columbia, of a less ji 
denomination than five dollars. i 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions of Messrs. Cuamsers, Tipton, || 
and [rnpnicks, previously submitted, were taken | 
up and adopted. 

The bill to repeal the force bill was then taken | 
up, and, on motion of Mr, CALHOUN, made the || 
order of the day for Monday fortnight. a 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of sundry | 
citizens of New York, praying an extension of | 
time for the payment of revenue bonds; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The special order, being Mr. Cray’s resolution 
and the report of the Committee on Finance, was 
postponed till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. TYLER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


m 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 19, 1834. 


Mr. CHANEY, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Manassah 
U. Stith; which was read twice and committed, 


Mr. WHITE, of New York, from the select 
committee on coins, reported a bill regulating the 
value of certain foreign gold coins in the United 
States. Read twice, and committed. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, from the same 
committee, reported a bill concerning the gold and 
silver coins of the United States, and for other 
purposes. Read twice, committed, and, together 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on the Public 
Buildings, made a report on the subject of the 
public buildings; which, on his motion, was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The following resolution, submitted on the 14th |} 


ultimo by Mr. Marois, of Alabama, was taken 


up: : : 

ENT That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of designating by law the future depository of the 
public moneys of the United States; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary of the 
Treasury in relation to the safe-keeping, manage- 
ment, and disbursement of the same. 


Mr. MARDIS then modified his resolution, so 
as to make it read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed'to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposile the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary, for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. . 

Mr. MARDIS said, that in submitting his views 
on the subject of the resolution, he did not feel 
called upon to prove that the Treasury Depart- 
ment was an Executive department, or to consider 
whether the President of the United States has or 
has not been guilty of improper acts in relation to 
the Treasury. He knew that grave charges had 
been brought against the President in reference to 
the transaction, but he did not think it incum- 
bent on him to undertake the vindication of the 
President from these charges. A long life, spent 
in the faithful service of his country, was the best 
and a sufficient answer to them. Neither should 
he institute an inquiry into the reasons of the Sec- 
retary for the removal of the public deposites from 
the United States Bank, nor into the several 
charges made against the Bank of the United 
States. His views on these topics were sufficiently 
indicated by his recorded votes on the proposition 
sent to the Committee of Ways and Means. He 
had introduced this resolution on the thorough 
conviction that the public deposites would not be 
restored to the Bank of the United States, and 
that the Bank of the United States would not be 
rechartered. If he was right in this supposition, 
then it follows, as a necessary consequence, that 
some other depository of the public money must 
be sought for and regulated by law. Sir, (said 
Mr. M.,) am l right in these conclusion? I ask 
the House to refer to the state of public opinion 
on the subject of the bank in 1832. The subject, 
at that time, was not much agitated. We could 
learn the sense of the community through their 
representatives on this floor, Was not the gen- 


j eral feeling of Congress and of the community 


then in favor of the bank? Is it not recollected 
that there was a decided majority in favor of 
renewing the charter of theybank? It was then 
thought an idle matter by some gentlemen to inves- 
tigate the concerns of the bank. The feelings of 
the House then corresponded with those of the 
community. The people were then in favor of 
rechartering the bank. Has any individual for- 
gotten the state of feeling then exhibited in Con- 
gress? Has any one forgotten the indictment 
against the bank then filed by the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Crayron?] Has any one forgotten 
his predictions at the time? 1 have the charges 
before me, seven in number, and all of grave im- 
port. It now becomes a matter of great import- 
ance to see what they are. Mr. M. proceeded 
to read: them, as follows: 

“1. The illegal issue of seven millions of branch 
‘bank orders as currency. 


| his report? 


i sentiment? 


«2. Usurious contracts relative to depreciated 
‘bank notes at the West. [Mr. CLAYTON read a 
part of the reported case in the United States 
Supreme Court, Bank of the United States vs. 
Owings et al, which proved, he said, a distinct 
case of usury;and there were many other instances’ 


| in Ohio and Kentucky, involving nearly a million 


dollars in each of those States.] 

‘©3. The practice of compelling borrowers to 
‘draw domestic bills at an usurious discount, in 
‘cases where simple loans of money were re- 
‘ quested. ; 

“4, The non-user of charter from 1819 to 1829, 
‘in not issuing notes from the branches of the 
‘South and West. 

“5. Building houses for rent. [Mr. ©. con- 
tended that purchases of plantations, or any spec- 
ulations in real estate, were contrary to the char- 
ter. 
ae Of the capital stock there was not a due 
‘proportion of coin. [He said the Government 
deposites were $16,000,000; those of individuals 
$8,000,000; the circulation above $20,000,000. 
‘To meet all these, they had not more than 
$7,000,000.) * . 

“7. Foreigners voting for directors through 
trustees.” : 

These charges were submitted to the House by 
the gentleman from Georgia, at the time when the 


| proposition to send a committee of .investigation 


to Philadelphia was under consideratio: Were 
these charges, sir, sustained? The gentleman was 
a member of the committee, and he had pledged 
himself to examine into the matter. What was 
Why, that he had found all these 
allegations to be true. This report, in connection 
with another important document, was sentabroad 
to the people in every part of the country. It had 


| everywhere aroused the public mind to a senseof 


the dangerous character df the institution. Does 
any one say that these charges are not sustained ? 


| The gentleman assured thecountry that they were 


all made out. Last year the gentleman added 
another item to the list of charges. When the 
question was raised whether the Bank of the 
United States was a safe depository of the public 
money, the gentleman said that it was not a safe 


depository. What was the result, sir, of all these 


investigations? The people of the United States 


| sustained the bill of indictment which the gentle- 


man had filed. - They had rendered their verdict 
upon it, both by the reélection of the President 
and by the return of Representatives to this Hall. 
He'would ask gentlemen to look for a confirma- 
tion of the fact to the representation of New York, 
of Ohio, and of Pennsylvania. . The charges of 
the gentleman from Georgia had been sustained 
by the people, and there was now ageneral feeling 
of hostility against the bank. The people had 
pronounced their verdict by sending to this House 


| a decided majority against the bank. Now, he 


understood it to be the wish of the gentleman from 
Georgia to enter a nolle prosequiin the case. This 
may be considered as proper practice in the State 
of Georgia, but he doubted whether it was a prac- 
tice which would be found to prevail in any other 
State, even if it was the practice there. 

But, sir, am I not right in the conclusion that 
there has been a great change of sentiment in rela- 
tion to the bank since 1832; that the bank will not 
be rechartered, and that the deposites will not be 
restored, unless there should occur some great and 
unexpected changein the public sentiment? But we 
are told by gentlemen that there is to be a great 


| change of public sentiment. A great revolution is 
| expected. The people are modestly told that they 


are laboring under a gross delusion on the subject, 
and that they are to be enlightened and freed from 
atyrant’s grasp. By whom are they thus told? 
Is it true that the President of the United States 
alone has produced an entire revolution in public 
Would it not deprive the gentleman 
from Georgia, and the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Arcuen,] of much of the credit due to them, 
by attributing the change of popular sentiment 


: wholly to the President? Did not the gentleman 


from Virginia, last year, tell the people that the 
Bank of the United States was an unsafe depos- 
itory of the public money? Will he now tell the 
people who confided in him that he formed an 
opinion last session without proper information? 
No.. The nature of the evidence which he sent 
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out to the world would contradict any declaration 
of this kind. No, sir; he said that the public 
money was unsafe in the Bank of the United States, 
because he honestly believed that it was unsafe. 
He acted, last year, on the fullest information, on 
the highest authority, and on his responsibility to 
his constituents. Now, sir, people do not usually 
apply twice to the same physician, first for a pre- 
scription, and then for relief from the operation of 
the prescription. The same doctors who brought 
the disease on the country now tell the people that 
they were deceived, and that their case was mal- 
treated. Will the people trust to them again? 
Will they not, at least, inquire something as to 
the individuals who offer to give them this new 
light? If, sir, (said Mr. M.,) I have misrepresented 
the past or present opinions of any of these gentle- 
men, I have done it unintentionally. If the people 
inquire who are the men that now propose the 
restoration of the deposites, they wiil find that 
some of them are the very men who, last year, 
recommended the removal of the deposites. Cer- 
tainly these gentlemen must then bave intended to 
give a different destination to the deposites, when 
they wished to remove them from the Bank of the 
United States. : 

But are these gentlemen now in favor of rechar- 
tering the bank? He believed not. Hehad heard 
from them no declaration to that effect. They 
are in favor of restoring the deposites to a bank 
which they deem unconstitutional. 

Gentlemen say that they are in favor of restor- 
ing the deposites, because they wish to relieve the 
public distress. He would examine whether the 
measure wouid effect what it was designed to effect. 
If the removal of the deposites did all the injury, 
he would ask whether it would afford any relief to 
put them back? Would we not be obliged to pass 
through the same scene of suffering, in 1836, when 
the bank winds up?. Taking their own assump- 
tions, he would ask gentlemen what would be the 
condition of the country at the ‘expiration of the 
charter, and whether the restoration of the depos- 
ites, at this time, would afford. any permanent 
relief, But it was not the trifling amount with- 
drawn from the bank which had shaken public 
confidence. The bank derived ita credit mainly 
from the fact that it was the depository of the 
public money, coupled with the fact that the notes 
of the bank were made receivable in the payment 
of dues to the Government. If the restoration of 
the deposites afforded any present relief, it would 
bring upon the country fourfold distress at the 
expiration of the charter. 

Sir, the fact, that the enemies of the bank are 
now uniting with its friends on the question of the 
deposites, is not calculated to produce a reaction in 
favor of the bank. In my opinion, (said Mr. M.,) 
it must havea directly contrary tendency. On one 
side, it was said by the friends of the bank, that 
we cannot get along without a Bank of the United 
States; that the institution is essential to the exist- 
ence of the Republic. What was the view.of the 
gentlemen who had now joined them? Why, they 
say the bank is unconstitutional and inexpedient, 
and that the happiness of the people and the sta- 
bility of our institutions depend upon the abolition 
of the bank. Is not this a singular contradiction 
of opinion? Doubtless they were honest in their 
opinions. But does it not fill the mind with aston- 
ishment to see men entertaining such opposite 
opinions voting together? The truth must be told 
here as well as elsewhere, and the people have a 
right to know these facts. . 

But it was said that the rights of the bank were 
to be restored by a restitution of the deposites, 
and that the President and the Secretary had been 
guilty of a gross violation of vested rights. Does, 
then, an unconstjtutional law give such sanctity 
to vested rights that they cannot be disturbed? 
Do not gentlemen see that their theory is utterly 
put to flight when they assume that rights once 
vested can never be divested by any political 
power? 

These gentlemen had heretofore insisted that 
unconstitutional law was no law, and that a State 
could so declare it. In opposing the present course 


of the Executive they have entirely changed their : 


Sentiments on this point. We heard a great deal 
said in the debates about magicians. Now, he 
apprehended thatif one party in the House had its 
magicians, the other had also. He apprehended 


l; gence of the people had, he thought, been under- | 


| 
| that both parties had their leaders and wire-work- 
lers. Gentlemen on the other side, therefore, did 
| not so much object to the use of magic as to the 
| superior 


i 


| 
l 


skill of the magicians opposed to them. | 
They found that their own magicians were not of | 
the order of Aaron, and they fear that the rodsof | 
our magicians will swallow up all their reds. He 
did not know whether his views on this subject 
corresponded with the views of any other gentle- 
: men. He certainly did not impeach the motives 
| of any gentleman. He did not suppose that any | 


Í 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 


fence to men. He knew that the object of the 
; people was not merely to put down one and put 
‘up another individual. Principle alone shouid and | 
; does govern a great majority of the people of this | 
| country in all their sentiments on public topics. | 
| There could be no community of feeling between | 

the people and men who suffer merely personal 
i considerations to control their acts. ‘The intelli- 


rated, and those politicians who predicated their 
| course upon the ignorance of the people would find 
| themselves deceived in the resulis which they an- 
| ticipated. In the other-end of the Capitol there 
| were individuals who might profit by this sugges- 
| tion. The people understand their rights, and 
| would never suffer them to be sported with by 
politicians for party purposes. If gentlemen should 
i learn to put more confidence in the people and less 
| in their-own management, they would better rep- 
resent the interests of the people. 

Taking it for granted, then, (said Mr. M.,) that 
| the public deposites will not be restored to the 
i Bank of the United States, and that the bank will | 
| not be rechartered, I now come to the main object 

of the resolution. T'he President is charged with 
, having seized upon the purse-strings of the nation. 
| fs there any one so ignorant as to believe this to | 
be true? ` 

These gentlemen wished to convey the idea that 
| the President has attempted to corrupt the people 
| by his use of the public moneys. There was not 
| an individual on this floor who believed it. 
people would never believe it; for it was not true. 
| Does the simple removal of deposites produce the 
| effect of giving the President any new powers over 
| the public treasure? Had the Presidentattempted 
the exercise of any new power? 


| [Here the remarks of Mr. Maronts were broken | 


| 
| 
j 


consideration of resolutions; and the House pro- 
ceeded to the order of the day.] 


| munication, as ordered by the House, from the 
| Secretary of War, with the report and survey 
| made ofa railroad route from the Hudson river to | 
| the Portage Summit Level of the Ohio canal; which į 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and 


Canals. 


A bill to provide for the payment of certain rev- 
| Olationary claims, coming up for its third reading 
| and final passage. 
| Mr. SMITH moved that it should be postponed 
| until Tuesday next, in consequence of the absence, 
: from indisposition, of Mr. FrangLin Pierce, wh 
| wished to submit his views upon it. ; 
| Mr. MARSHALL said it was important that 
the biil should be acted upon. 


{ 
$ 
l 
{ 


to move to postpone the bill indefinitely? 


order. 


and he hoped it wod not be delayed on account 
of the absence of one member. 

Mr. MASON thought that the friends of the | 
bill would not suffer any injury in acceding to the |; 
delay that was asked, This was due as an actof | 
courtesy, and would not prevent the discussion of |; 
the principles involved in the bil. | 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, advocated | 


i 
j 
i 
i 


The bill to render more permanent the mode for | 


been taken up for its third reading, 


under the bill. 


| one in the House was disposed to legislate in refer- |: 
|i 


p creased force. 


off by the expiration of the hour assigned to the |! 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- || fications for the year 1835, was then taken up; 


| 
| 
Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired if it was in order f 
| 
The SPEAKER said the motion was not in || 


Mr. WISE remarked that a number of his con- l 
stituents were pa Fe in the passage of the bill, |: 


the postponement under the circumstances; which |: 
finally was carried? Ẹ 


supplying the Army of the United States, having T 


Mr. WILDE objected to the increased number | 
| of clerks employed in the commissariat servige 


oe 
| Mr. THOMSON said, that- on inquiry. fromthe 
| Secretary of War, he had ascertained that these 
i clerks had not been taken from the line, but were 
| placed on the same footing as otherclerks, and that 
| the service required the proposed number. E 
; Mr. VANCE eulogized the present mode of 
; supplying the army as more economical than the 
: mode heretofore adopted; and he contended that, 
| as the commissariat department bad thrown. upon 
| it, in addition to the duties formerly required from 
| it, the labor and trouble of supplying the Indiana, 

there was nothirg improper in asking for ‘an in- 
He could testify, from his own: 
: knowledge, that the clerks were most laboriously 
employed, and that more competent persons were 
ployed in any other department. The 
: House should bear in’ mind the numerous and 
; heavy defalcations that formerly took place, whilst 
i now there was not an instance of a single cent 
i being lost. 


| various duties of the Government. - He could per- 

: ceive no force in the objections tothe increased: ` 
number of clerks in the commissariat service. Was. 
not the head of that department (Colonel Gibson) 
ja man whose integrity was not questioned, and 

| who accounted, as he was obliged to account, for 
| every single cent that-passed through his: hands? 
| From what he knew of the service, he was only 
surprised that the business could be so well done, 
and at so moderate an expense. 


| Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, moved to 
| 


j 
j 
i 
| 
1 
1 


recommit the bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. : 
Mr. WILDE submitted an amendment— 
With instructions to divide the two distinct sub- 
| jects contained in this bill, and to report a bill for 
‘each, inserting in both a clause limiting the con- 


i! tinuance thereof to three years, and until the end 
The |: 


; of the next session’ of Congress thereafter. 
| Mr. H. EVERETT proposed to recommit the 


i! bill to the Committee of the Whole House. 


| Mr. MILLER and Mr. WARD objected to the: 
| recommitment. l 
| The question to recommit, with the amendment 
| proposed by Mr. Wipe, was then put, and de- > 
i cided in the negative: Ayes 60, noes 82. . 
; And the motion to recommitthe bill to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs prevailed. ‘ 

The bill making appropriations for certain forti- 


j and the question being, Shall this bill pass». 


(i Mr. MeDUFFIE said that he regretted he had, 


| been prevented by indisposition from: hitherto at- 
i tending to the progress of this bill through the 
| House, for if he had been well, he would have 
| objected to many of the items contained in it, as 
; it made appropriations for four or five new fortifi- 
cations. Two years ago he had announced his 
i intention to oppose, in future, all such appropria- 
‘tions. He would now, in the spirit of perfect 
: frankness, and in order to have a free discussion 
upon this subject, move to recommit the bill to 
; the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
_ Union. There were appropriations for four new 
: fortifications in the present bill, which had not 
been appropriated for until last year, but it. was 
| not too late to correct the error, in having made 
them. 

Mr. BARRINGER was decidedly opposed to 
any new fortifications being made. He had ex- 
amined the bills making appropriations for the Jast 


|: year, and none had been made except for what 


; might be considered preliminary measures to their , 
being erected. He deprecated the inconsistency 
of making appropriations for fortifications, whilst 
the House had uniformly declined making appro- 
priations large enough to man them, or have them 
sufficiently armed. The report on this subject, 
formerly presented by Mr. Graydon, demonstra- 
ted clearly that the sums usually appropriated for 
that purpose would not accomplish it in. forty 
ears. Why, then, add to their number? 

Mr. POLK insisted that there were no appro- 
priations in the present bill for any place for which 
there had not been previous appropriations made . 
by the House. He looked to the three bills passed 


: during the last session, and he there found that the 
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THE 


places now. designated as new, were appropriated 
for. He could state that-the committee who re- 
ported the bill had duly considered the subject, and 
in answer to their application for information, they 
had received a special communication from the 
Secretary of War, which he would beg to have 
read by the Clerk, and satisfied the committee of 
the propriety of the course they pursued. Fle 
found. that. there was an appropriation made of 
$25,000 for the fort on. George’s Island, Boston 
harbor. There were also appropriations made for 
a fort on Throg’s Neck, New York. If the gen- 
eval argument was to be brought up on the policy | 
of our system of fortifications, that is a different | 
question. It might be that the system was too 
rauch extended. But, taking the appropriations 
now proposed, in the aggregate, he believed that 
they did not exceed those of former years. Ie 
desired the reading of some of the communications 
from the Secretary of War in relation to several of 
the forts and fortifications in progress. He could 


„see no reason for discontinuing the present policy 


in regard to this system, end if it was to be con- 
tinued, the appropriations were proper and neces- 
sary... 

Mr. McDUFFIE said it had been the determin- 
ation of Congress not to make appropriations for 
new fortifications. The items appropriated last 
year must have passed sub silentio. They did not 
meet his eye. He was not. in favor of abolishing 
the fortification system. The fortifications of the 
first order were already finished, and there was no | 
use in continuing to build fortifications which we 
could neither man nor equip. He adverted also 
to the necessity of economy and retrenchment as 
another reason for discontinuing the appropri- 
ations. The next year we should hardly be able | 
to meet our necessary expenses. He made the 
proposition to recommit the bill with a view to 
attempt to amend it, and not from any unkind or 
unfair spirit towards the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or to the Administration; but it seemed 
that he could do nothing without exposing himself 
to the charge of acting from hostility to the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. POLK explained that he had not intimated 
or supposed that the gentleman’s motion had arisen 


from hostility to the Committee of Ways and | 


Means, or the Administration. Leadded that the 
fortifications embraced in the bill, belonged to the 
regular system which we had adopted, and by dis- 
coatinuing theappropriations now, we should lose 
what we had already expended on them. 

Mr. SELDEN spoke in reference to the im- 
portance of continuing the appropriations for the 
defence of the harbor of New Youk. 

Mr. WAYNE replied to the views of the gen- 


“deman from South Carolina, and showed that he 


was in error in the supposition that the appropri- 
ations now called for exceeded those of forme: 
ears. 

Mr. GOREIAM opposed the motion to r: com- 
mit the billyand contended that the appropriatious 
proposed for Boston harbor were essential to its 
defence. The inner harbor was well protected; 
but the outer harbor was wholly defenceless. To 
this day, though the United States have made Bos- 
ton the grand naval depot of the eastern States, 
the Government has done nothing towards the , 
defence of the outer harbor. The last place which 
the Government should abandon was this import- | 
ant depot of their naval strength, and he was only 
surprised that it had not been fortified before. The 
estimates were not, in his opinion, too high. 

Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, said he should 
vote for the recommitment, not, perhaps, precisely 


| attempting to cut off a little here and a little there. 
; He had learned from long experience and obser- 
| vation, through a term of between fifteen and 
i twenty years that he had been a member of the 
: House, the utter futility of attempting to lop off 
‘the branches piecemeal; the only remedy was to 
go at once to the main body of the evil. Reduce 
the revenue; this was the only remedy. Sir, (said 
he,) I am willirg to lop -cff tbe branches as 1 go 
along, but I am for going to the source of the evil, 
to the body and soul of the mischief. And, Ire- 
peat, that I am convinced, from what I have seen 
and experienced, that, so long aswe have a sur- 
plus revenue, we shall continue to scramble fer and 
apply it to purposes many of them entirely valu- 
less or mischievous. As to the bill now under 
consideration, he had said he should vote for the 
recommitment, because he believed-that many (he 


entirely unnecessary. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, contended that 
' the appropriation proposed in the biil for the forts 
on the Delaware were necessary. There was at 


Philadelphia. £ 
was unprotected. The old fort had fallen into 
ruins. Last year its rebuilding was commenced, 
and to stop the appropriation now would be to ex- 
: pose the city of Philadelphia to be laid in ashes at 
any moment by an enterprising enemy. 

Mr. BROWN said, he was willing to give his 


i of the revenue would admit such an expenditure 


i of the public money, without serious embarrass- 


i ment to the Treasury. He would vote for the bill, 
not because a poriion of the money was to be ex- 
pended in the State of New York, which he had 


mouth of the Delaware: but he would do so be- 
cause it was a part of our great system of public 
defence, provided and projected for the sceurity 
and defence of the whole country. Before he did 
vote for the bill, however, he should be glad to 


upon the Committee of Ways and Means, as to 
the probable state of the revenue. We had been 
admonished by the President, in his annual mes- 


priations of the public money. 


tant change, and the effect of such change upon 
the treasury was the subject of uncertainty if not 
anxiety. . 

He (Mr. B.) therefore thonght that the sugges- 
tions which had fallen from the honerable gentle- 
man from South Caroline, (Mr. McDurriz,] en- 
: titled to the serious cor s veration of the House. 
i If there was to be any considerable falling off in 
the receipts of the revenue for the coming year, he 
thought this very bill, above all others, meking 
appropriation, she wd be drawn with reference 10 
that deficiency; and before he was called upon to 
vote for its final passage, he hoped that the House 
would be put in possession of the views of the 
Committee of Ways and Means upon the subject 
of the revenue for the coming year. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, admitted 
that there had. been an understanding that works 


i there had been no understanding, express or im 
: plied, that works of the first class should be aban- 
doned. The representatives of Massachusetts 


for the same reasons that some others did, but be- 


cause he was really and thoroughly a retrenchment | 


man; and in saying this he meant not the slightest 
reflection on anyone. But gentlemen had spoken 
of retrenchment. 
not only upon this bill—this particular case—but | 
all others where it was proper. Ee would go with | 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Srupey] to | 
the Blue Book, ag he had alluded to thatas a proper | 
object. Mr, Ħ. said this wasa very good ground | 
to stand upon, It might not be critically correct | 
to say a good ground on which to raise a super- | 
structure of retrenchment, but it was a good ground | 
to stand upon to carry iuto effect very large re- 

treachments. But he would tell the gentleman | 
that it was very inadequate. Jt was entirely use- 


He was willing to go with them, | 


would never have assented tp any understandin, 
that the outer harbor of Boson should be left de- 
-fenceless. Thegreat points on our coast were the 
: mouth of the Mississippi, Philadelphia, New York, 
‘and Boston. These were the four great points, 
and the last point had not been defended. Fort 
: Independence, in the inner harbor, was not built 
i by the United States. ft was built one hundred 
: and fifty years ago, under the Colonial Govern- 
| ment. He was in favor of retrenchment, and would 
always aid his friend from South Carolina in effect- 
‘ing it. But he did not think that the work of re- 
i trenchment ought to be commenced by abandonin 
the defences of one of the most important an 
: exposed points on our coast, 
i On motion, 
' Phe House then adjourned. 


would by no means say all) of the objects were į 


this time no point of defence on the approach to | 
The whole range of the Delaware | 


the honor, in part, tu represent upon this floor; 4 
nor would he vote for it because it contained an į 
appropriation for the harbor of Boston, or the | 


! have some information from honorable gentlemen | 


sage, to be cautious of making unnecessary appro- | 
Our revenue laws | 


had undergone a very recent, and avery impor- ii a; 
a y > yamp : adjourn. 


i of the second class should be discontinued, but | 


vote for the bl under consideration, if the state | 
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TE. 
Tnurspay, February 20, 1834. 


A message was received from ibe President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 


| Secretary. 


Mr. CHAMBERS rose to say, that many mem- 
bers of the Senate bada duty of a painful charac- 
ter to perform to-day, which would necessarily 
take them from their seats. He alluded to the 
funeral of the Hon. Wirtiam Wirt, Fie was 
not authorized, by any ussge or precedent, to offer 
anything to the Senate on the occasion, but, in 
consideration of the many distinguished .pubiic 
and private virtues of the deceased, and in urder 
to give the members of the Senate an opportu- 
nity of paying the last token of respect to his 
memory, be moved that the Senate adjourn; 
whereupon. 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 20, 18234. 

After the reading of the Journal, Mr. MASON, 
of Virginia, rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: Sir, it has become my melan- 
choly duty to advert to a recent dispensaticn which 
has-deprived the bar and the country of one of the 
greatest ornaments of both: I allude to the death 
of Wituiam Wirt! The funeral ceremony takes 
place this day; and itis the wish of many mem- 


: bers of this ELouse to pay that tribute of respect to. 
his memory which all feel to be due—the accom- 
; panying of his mortal remains to the tomb. 


itis 


‘not my intention to pronounce an eulogium, an 


| 
! 
l 
| 
| 
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| 
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| 
| 
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fi 


i unnecessary eulogium on the deceased, but I may 


be permitted to speak of his urbanity of manners, 
his fidelity to his friendship, his gentleness of dis- 
position, his benevolence of heart, and of those 
eminent literary attainments which have shed so 
bright a lustre on this country. 

lt is due to the exalted merits, to the virtues, 
and to the purity of mind and heart of the lament- 
ed and illustrious dead, that some signal mark of 
public respect should be awarded to hisname. To 
us, in Virginia, where the prime of his life was 
passed, and where his example can have, as it 
has had, the most beneficent effects, the honor 
rendered to him will be the more peculiarly grati- 
ying. 

Mr. Speaker, I move, sir, that the House do now 


And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Frivay, February 21, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Don: Lson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr SOUTHARD presented a memorial from 
the town of Trenton and its vicinity, signed by 
four hundred and twenty-three individuals; an- 


| other from the township of Howell, signed by up- 


wards of three hundred citizens; and a third from 
Burlington county, signed by two thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-five voters, against the re- 
moval of the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States; which, after some remarks from Mr. 
Souruarp, were read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the proceedings of 
upwards of 1,000 citizens of Pittsburg and its vicin- 
ity opposed to the domination of the Bank of the 
United States, and friendiy :o the measures of the 
Administration in relation to that institution. The 
resolutions as passed declared that the Bank of the 
United States is an institution exercising powers 
and extending an influence which, if not arrested, 
must eventually greatly endanger, if not totally 
overthrow our free system of Government. The 
proceedings were read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the memorial of the 
two local banks in Pittsburg, asking the inter- 


g || ference of Congress to restore the public deposites 
i 


to the Bank of the United States; upon which a 
similar order was made. +» 

„Mr. SPRAGUE présented a similar memorial 
signed by six hundred and forty-six citizens of 


1834. 


Portland, Maine, and moved the usual reference, 
and that it be printed. : 

Also, the proceedings of a town meeting of 
Bangor, Maine, and a memorial signed by three 
hundred citizens of that town, of the same tenor 
asthe above. : 

After the memorials were read, a protracted dis- 
cussion ensued, which continued till four o'clock; 
in which Messrs. SPRAGUE, SHEPLEY, FOR- 
SYTH, and CHAMBERS, participated—when | 
Mr. W &BSTER rose, and after expressing a wish 
to make some remarks, moved an adjournment; 
bat, on the suggestion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 
withdrew it; and after a short time spent in exec- 
utive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 21, 1834. 


Before the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
had been read, 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, addressed the 
Speaker as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: A rule of this House directs that 
the Speaker shall examine and correct the Journal 
before it is read. 1 therefore now rise, not to 


make a motion, nor to offer a resolution, but to |! 


ask the unanimous consent of this House to ad- 
dress to you a few words, with a view to an addi- | 
tion which I wish to be made to the Journal, of ; 
the adjournment of the House yesterday. 

The Speaker, 1 presume, would not feel himself 
authorized to make the addition in the Journal 
which I propose, without the unanimous consent | 
of the House; and I therefore now propose it be- 
fore the reading of the Journal. | 

Task that, after the statement of the adjourn- 
ment of the House, there be added to the Journal 


words, importing that it was to give the Speaker || 


and members of the House the opportunity of 
attending the funeral obsequies of William Wirt. 

At the adjournment of the House on Wednes- 
day, 1 did not know what the arrangements were, 
or would be, for that mournful ceremony. Had 
Í known them, E should have moved a postponed 
adjournment, which would have enabled us to 
join in the duty of paying: the last tribute of re- 
spect to the remains of a man who was an orna- | 
ment of his country and of human nature. 

The customs of this and of the other House of 
Congress warrant the suspension of their daily | 
labors in-the public service, for attendance upon 
funereal rites, only in cases of the decease of their | 
own members. To extend the usage further might | 
be attended with inconvenience as a precedent, nor | 
should I have felt myself warranted in asking it | 
upon any common occasion. , | 

Mr. Wirt had never been a member of either | 
House of Congress. But if his form in marble, or 
his portraitupon canvas, were placed within these | 
walls, a su inscription for it would be that of | 


|| That pleasing task has been assigned to abler hands, 


But it is not my purpose to pronounce his eulogy. 


; and to a more suitable occasion. He wili there 
| be presented in other, though not less interesting 
| lights. As the penetrating delineator-of manners 
i and character in the British Spy; as the biographer 
| of Patrick Henry, dedicated to the young men of 
| your native Commonwealth; as the friend and de- 
i light of the social circle; as the husband and father 
| in the bosom of a happy, but now most afflicted 
family; in all these characters I have known, ad- 
i mired, and loved him; and now, witnessing, from 
the very windows of this Hall, the last act of 
piety and affection over hisremains, T have felt as 
[if this House could scarcely fulfil its high and 
honorable duties to the country which he had 
served, without some slight, be it but a transient, 
notice of his decease. The addition which I pro- 
pose to the Journal of yesterday’s adjournment, 
would be such a notice. It would give his name 
an honorable place on the recorded annals of his 
country, in a manner equally simple and expres- 
i sive, I will only add, that, while 1 feel it pecu- 
| liarly incumbent upon me to make this proposal, 
| I ar sensible that it is nota fit subject for debate; | 
and, if objected to, 1 desire you to consider it as 
withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER said, thataccording to the sixth | 
rule of the House, it was the duty of the Chair to 
examine and correct the Journal before it was 
j read. It had been examined, and, according to 
the rule, was now to beread. But it was compe- 
tent for the House to revise and correct it, in the 
manner proposed by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. The Journal now reads: 

i ‘ Tuurspay, February 20, 1834. 

“The House met according to adjournment; and 
after reading the Journal of the preceding day, 

“ On motion of Mr. MASON, of Virginia, 

« Ordered, That the House adjourn until to- 
| morrow, twelve o’clock, meridian.”’ 

The CHAIR was not authorized to make any 

correction of it. If there was no objection, and if | 
it was the pleasure of the House, the Chair would 
amend the Journal according to the suggestion of 
| the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
An objection having been made by a member, 
Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, asked if there 
| were no means by which the objection could be 
obviated. 

The SPEAKER said it was competent for the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to submit his mo- 
tion; .but he had understood: him to say that he 
should withdraw the motion, ifan objection should 
| be made to it. 
Mr. PARKER said that it was a matter of fact 
: that the House did adjourn to enable the members 
| to attend the funeral of Mr. Wirt. - 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS had hoped, he said, that no | 


| objection would be offered to the proposition. But 


itable i 
the statue of Moliere, in the Hall of the French 
Academy—* Nothing was wanting to his glory. | 
He was wanting to oura.” ; | 

Mr. Wirt had never been a member of Congress; | 
but for a period of twelve years, during two suc- 
cessive administrations of the National Govern 
ment, he had been the official and confidential ad- 
viser, upon all questions of law, of the Presidents 
of the United States; and he had discharged the 


duties of that station entirely to the satisfaction of 


those officers and of the country. No member of | 


this House needs to be reminded how important 


are the duties of the Attorney General of the Uni- | 


ted States, nor risk I contradiction in affirming 
that they were never more ably or more faithfully 
discharged than by Mr. Wirt. . i 

If a mind stored with all the learning appropri 


; anl 
ate to the profession of the law, and decorated with | 


all the elegance of classical literature; if a spirit 
imbued with the sensibilities of a lofty patriotism, 
and chastened by the meditations of a profound 
philosophy; if a brilliant imagination, a discerning 
intellect, a sound jadgment, an indefatigable capa- 
city, and vigorous energy of application, vivified 
with an ease and rapidity of elocution, copious 
without redundance, and select without affectation; 
if all these, united with a sportive vein of humo 
an inoffensive temper, and an angelic purity of 
heart—if all these, in their combination, are the 
qualities suitable for an Attorney General of the 


Ha 
H 


r,i 


| as the objection seemed not to be sustained by the | 
; Sense of the House, he would move that the | 
i Journal be altered so as to read as follows: 

| «The House met pursuant to adjournment; and 
fier the reading of the Journal of the proceedings 
esterday, 

On motion of Mr. MASON, of Virginia, and 
for the purpose of affording the Speaker and the 
members of this House an opportunity of attend- 
ing the funeral obsequies of WitLiam Wirt, de- 
ceased, it was 

s Ordered, That the House do adjourn.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | 
| mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
‘| M. Gelston, executor of William Gelston, de- 
| ceased; which was read twice, and committed. — 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- 
"tee, reported a bill for the relief of George Taylor ! 
and Betsy Taylor. Read twice, and committed, 
| Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, from the | 


j of y 
il (£ 
| 
ji 


appropriations for the erection of two custom 
houses in Massachusetts. Read twice, and com 


i 

{i 
Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 

Land Claims, made an unfavorable report upon 

the petition of William G. Davis and Mary 

his wife; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. CARR, 


|; 
i 


ii 


|i still received at the Treasury? 


i: Committee on Commerce, reported a bill making |; 


mitted. $ ij 5 
‘thas the Secretary the di 
| fusing to receive the notes of the Bank of the 


i 
; 
Ann, | 
i 


The petition of Benjamin Ogden, the represent- 


| ative of William Williams, deceased, was recom- 


mitted to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
PUBLIC DEPOSITES. f 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered by Mr. Manrnis, of 
Alabama: ok 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways. and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill, requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States'in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 


|| safe-keeping, management, and disbursement, of 


the same. 


Mr. MARDIS resumed his remarks, which had 
been suspended by the expiration of the hour on 
Tuesday. He was defending (he said) the Presi- 
dent of the United States from the charge of having 
seized upon the purse of the nation, and had advert- 
ed to the fact that he could not take one cent from 
the Treasury withoutan appropriation by law. 
But we were told that, although he would not take 
it for his own purposes, yet he might seize upon 
it with a view to corrupt the people, to manage 
elections, and to control public sentiment. The 
act, it was said, was unauthorized on the part of 
the Secretary, and was prompted to him by the 
President of the United States. Now, sir, (said 
Mr. M.,) I had promised, at the commencement 
of my remarks, not to institute any inquiry into 
the reasons given by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; but I trust it will not be considered as a 
breach of that promise, if I Jook at the main ob- 
jection offered to the act of the Secretary. It was 
said, thathis power of removing the deposites was 
limited in its operation to a removal, solely in case 
the deposites should be considered as unsafe in the 
Bank of the United States. The Secretary, it was 
contended, had only to look to the safety of the 
deposites, and beyond that he could not go; and 
it was said that this was a just inference from the 
words of the charter, taking one clause with arn- 
other. But he would refer to another provision of 
the charter, which would completely overthrow 
this position. lt was conceded also by the friends 
of the bank, that there were ample inducements 
and reasons for the removal of the deposites, else 
why would they intrench themselves behind this 
argument? The provision of the charter under 
which the Secretary exercised the power, author- 
ized him,to remove the deposites from the bank, 
‘+ until otherwise ordered.” This power was con- 
ferred for some purpose. Any power, it was 
argued, which was given to the Secretary, must 
have been given for the purpose of séenring the 
public revenue. Now, if he proved that the power 
given would be no such security, the argument 
must fall to the ground. 

The SPEAKER here stated, that it was not in 
order to refer to any arguments used by members 
in a debate gone by. 

Mr. MARDIS said, he should confine himself 
to objections generally made to the act of the Sec- 
| retary. At what time would the deposites in the 
bank be most endangered? Assuredly notin time 
of universal prosperity—not when the bank was 
i entirely sound. When would the deposites be 


|! endangered? When, he answered, public con- 


fidence was lostin the institution, when it refused 
| specie for its notes, then they would be unsafe. ff 
this was true in point of fact, for what purpose was 
thesixteenth section inserted inthe charter? Would 
it not be a strafige proceeding to withdraw the 
deposites, when’, at the sametime, we continued to 
receive the notes of the bank in payment of dues 


|i to the Government? Would the withdrawal of the 


deposites be any security, when the very paper, 
the depreciation of which led to the removal, was 
Would any ad- 
ditional security be given the Government by 
depositing the notes in the State banks? Would 
not the removal of the deposites, under such. cir- 
cumstances, be altogether nugatory, and fail to 
effect the purpose of securing their safety? But 
scretionary power: of re- 


f dues to the Govern- 
said that 
déd to be 


United States in payment of due 
ment? He has not; and yet it was 
the provision in the charter was inten 


| 


192 


operative only when the Secretary considered the 
deposites as unsafe in the bank. Then, sir, if the 
Secretary has the right to remove the deposites | 
for other reasons than the belief that they are un- |j 
safe, does not the main argument which is urged 
against the act of the Secretary, fail entirely of | 
effect? : 

Has there been no cause for the act of the Sec- | 
‘retary? “There had been abundant cause, and he 
contended that the existence of adequate causes ; 
“have been conceded by the argument used on the 
‘other side. The President had fulfilled the expect- 
ations of the country, and we have strong evidence 
on our tables that the voice of the people, from 
Maine to Louisiana, concurs in the act. Then 
the President had been guilty of no usurpation of 
authority, and of no wanton abuse of power. But 
is it true that he is desirous to retain the discretion 
imposed upon him in the honest discharge of his 
duty? Is any individual desirous of enabling the 
Secretary of the Treasury to retain any control of 
the subject?. Not one. From his humble station 
in the Government, he had but little intercourse 
with those to whose hands the administration of 
our affairs was confided; but he had never heard 
any intimation from any one that. the discretion 

. assumed by the Secretary should remain to him. 
He would ask gentlemen on the other side to go 
with us in putting this question at rest. But, sir, 
it is said, that though it is desirable to change 


the destination of the public deposites, and though || 


the country may desire to get rid of the Bank 
of the United States, yet such is the present 
condition of things, that it is impracticable. We 
are told that, owing to the peculiar organiza- 
tion of the banking system, and the influence 
which the Bank of the United States is capable 
of exercising, and does exercise, it is impossi- 
ble that the country can do without the agency 
of the Bank of the United States. We are told 
that this bank is necessary to enable the people of 
the country to receive, the reward of their labor. 
We are told, in a word, that the enterprise and 
industry of the country are in the hands of this 
institution. How is this made manifest? - They 
say that the bank understands the interests of the 
country so well, knows so well the places where, 
at particular seasons, capital is required, and has 
such facilities through her branches, that it is able 
to shift its capital from one place to another, to 
meet the emergencies of the business community. 
Now, sir, carry out this argument. If the bank 
controls the enterprise and industry of the coun- 
try, it can also control the election of the country. 
tf it can force a recharter now, he would ask, 
whether, if at some future day, when its friends | 
and enemies came into conflict, it would not put 
down its ‘foes and uphold its friends? It could 
control an election by the same means by which 
it could control the wishes of the people and the 
sentiments of this Elouse at the present time. 

ls not the assumption on the part of the friends 
of the bank at war with the liberties of the people? 
If the existence of the bank is necessary to the | 
industry and enterprise of the country, then all is 
lost. Its power is without compass, and is already 
extended beyond the control.of the people. But, 
though doubtless the bank was anxious to acquire 
the power attributed to it, it had not yet succeeded 
inthe attempt. He thought its friends were mis- 
taken in the belief that the enterprise and industry 
of the country were dependantupon it. He would | 
ask the sugar-planter of Louisiana in what manner 
he was paid for his produce. WNine-tenths of the 
sugar of Louisiana was paid for in money of the 
local banks. The cotton-growers of Mississippi 
will tell you that for nine-tenths of their cotton 
they were paid in notes of the local banks. He 
would appeal to any one who was conversant with 
the course of businessin Alabama, to say whether 
the sale of the cotton crops in that State depended ! 
upon the branch of the United States Bank at 
Mobile. WNinegtenths of the money paid fer cot- 
ton in Alabama was paid in local bank paper. i 

One thing, he thought, was plain, that at what: | 
ever point there was a demand for capital, there 
it would be brought; and he thought it would be 
much better to leave the transfer of capital to 
individual sagacity and enterprise than to create 
such a tremendous engine as the United States 
Bank to do it. i ; 

But, desirable as it is to get rid of this institu- 
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tion, we are told that we cannot get rid of it. We 
are told that the country can establish no instita- 


tion which will supply the place of the bank. Do || 


we contemplate, say they, a league of local banks? 
No. We cannot, then, it is said, make the local 


banks perform all the operations required froma | 
It was said, too, that the power || a 
which, to be efficient, must be confided to the con- | 
federated banks, would be as dangerous to the lib- |: 
erties of the people as a National bank. No such | 
thing asa confederation of banks was contended : 


National bank. 


for. {twas required from each bank tv perform the 


| duties now performed by the United States Bank, 


and if each bank does its duty the duties will beas 
efficiently performed by them as they can be by the 
United States Bank. What was to prevent them 
from transferring their fands from one part of the 
country to another? Had they not the same facil- 
ities? What had given the United States Bank the 
universal credit and currency of its notes? Was 
it not these two circumstances, that it was backed 


| by the Government deposites, and that its notes 


were receivable in payments to the Government ? 
Suppose the same advantages to be extended to the 


local deposite banks, in what would their facilities : 
full short of those enjoyed by the United States | 


Bank? Ifthe notes of the branch bank at Mobile 
were good in New York, is it because the bank is 
more solvent or better managed than the State 
bank of Alabama? 
were true, the preponderance was in favor of the 
State institution. 


because the paper of the branch bank is receivable 
in payment of the public revenue. So the branch 
bank at Charleston and Savannah had a circula- 
tion throughout the country. But if the same facil- 


| ities were extended by law to local banks in those 


cities, in what respect would the credit of their 
notes differ from those of the branch banks? 


{Here Mr. M. was compelled to suspend his 
remarks, without concluding, in consequence of 
the expiration of the hour—the House having 
refused to suspend the rule.} 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with an account of contracts made in 1833 for 
light-houses, &c.; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


The House went into’ Committee of the Whole 


(Mr. Connor in the chair) on sundry private 
HIS, 


A bill to compensate Susan Decatur and others, | 


whose claims have been so lon 


g before the House, 
was taken up and considered, i 


Mr. PATTON detailed the circumstances under | 


which Commodore Decatur performed the gallant 
exploit—first projected by himself, and carried 


| into effect with a party of volunteers from the 


squadron of Commodore Preble in the Mediter- 
ranean—to enter the harbor of Tripoli, in 1804, 


where he succeeded in destroying the United States | 
frigate Philadelphia, which had been previously | 


captured by that Power, and was lying at anchor, 
protected by the batteries of the harbor. Having 


| eulogized the exploit as one that more than any 
| other had raised the character of the American flag, 


he advocated the claims of the persons engaged 
in it and their representatives to the bounty of the 
nation, 

[The bill grants $100,000, to be paid in the fol- 
lowing proportions: 
To the widow of Commodore Preble. .$5,000 00 
To Mrs. Decatur, and the widows of 

the officers in the first class........ 
To the officers in the second class, their 

equal proportions of..., aoe 12,564 96 
To the officers of the third class......14,958 28 
To the persons in the fourth class.,...12,215 93 
To the persons in the fifth class......11,074 89 
To the sixth class, consisting of forty- 

two seamen and marines...........12,773 52] 


Mr. GRAYSON concurred in the views sub- 
mitted by Mr. P., and described in strong colors 
the advantages that resulted to the United States, 
the Barbary Powers having been inspired with 
such dread by the gallantry of the exploit, that 
they immediately sued for peace, and thus the 
commerce of the country was protected from dep- 
redations to which it had long been subjected. 


If all the news he had heard } 


Each pays specie; why then is | 
the paper of the Bank of Alabama less ‘current | 
than that of the branch bank of Mobile? Simply || 


Mr. CRANE thought the claims just, under 
ii the circumstances upon which the various prize 
‘| acts had been usualiy passed, to reward the gal- 
| lantry of our seamen; but he objected to tha 
i mode of distribution, and contended that it should - 
be made in conformity to that adopted in former 


cts. g 

Mr. PARKER thought that this claim was not 
one of law, so much as it was of equity, and 
which, being founded solely on an appeal to their 
honor and generosity, the House had therefore 
the right to apportion the amount to be given, in 
‘| such a manner as they should conceive the respec- 
tive parties had deserved it. 

Mr. CHILTON said, he had for years opposed 
these claims, and he felt still compelled to do so, 
by a sense of what he felt due to his constituents; 
and he knew that the late Commander Decatur, 
if now alive, would not have presented any claim, 
but would have been satisfied with what he valued 
above all other things—the fame and distinction he 
‘| had acquired. 
| On motion of Mr. HAWES, the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. ` 

The House suspended the rules to permit Mr. 
| WHITTLESEY tosubmita motion, granting the 
‘| use of the Hall to the Temperance Society, on 
ii Tuesday evening next: Ayes 98, noes 19. 

Which.motion having prevailed— 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, remarked, that 
as the natal day of Wasuinaron ought to be kept 
by every patriot, he would ask a similar favor, for 
the House to suspend its rules, to enable him to 
submit a motion, that when the House should 
adjourn, it should adjourn over until Monday. 

The House suspended the rules for that pur- 
pese: Ayes 114, noes 7; and the motion being 
agreed to, . 

The House adjourned. 


| The excitement in Upper Canada against 
the Provincial Assembly, for their arbitrary 
course towards Mr. McKenzie, continues 
to increase, and the Assembly remains 
obstinate. Since his last expulsion, on the 
same ground of objection as the four pre- 
ceding, every motion favorable to his right 
| to a seat has been voted down. Some of 
the people of his district—the county of 
York—indignantat this persevering exclu- 
| sion of their representative, have copied 
some of the temper of the English, on the 
Reform Question, and determined to pay 
| no taxes. This they effect peacably, by 
| refusing to appoint a collector or assessor 
| of taxes. In the township of King, at the 
i regular meeting of the 6th ult., the deter- 


| mination to refuse to appoint the taxing 
|| officers wasuniversal. One man dissented, 
j but he subsequently. joined in an address 
to Mr.McKenzie. The matter, if followed 
; up in this spirit, must produce serious 
conscequences.— Balt. American. 


|| Specte.—The packet ship. Erie, daily 
i expected from Havre, has on board a large 
i| amount of specie,—how large, we cannot 
ascertain, but the shipments were only 


|| suspended by the refusal of the under- 


writers in Havre, to insure any further 
amount. The balance was then sent on` 
board the Albany, which ship was also 
expected to have on board all that could 
be insured.—V. Y. Jour. Com. 


Famine prevails to such an extent in 
the Crimea, that two villages in the neigh- 
borhood of Odessa, have been entirely 
deserted by their inhabitants. 
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Mr. TYLER presented resolutions of the Legis- 
Jature of the State of Virginia, instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives in 
Congress to exert themselves to effect the restora- 
tion of the public deposites to the Bank of the 
United States. : 

After a few remarks by Mr. TYLER, the reso- 
lutions were read. 


Mr. RIVES rose and said: f 

Mr. Presmenrt: The Senate will indulge me, I 
hope, standing in the position I do, with a few re- 
marks on the subject of the resolutions just read. 
It is very far from my intention to attempt to im- 
pugn, in any manner, the force of those resolu- 
tions, or to derogate, in the slightest degree, from 
the high respect to which they are entitled here 
and elsewhere. On the contrary, | recognise them 
as the legitimate expression of the opinion of my 
State, conveyed through the only authentic orga 
known to her constitution and laws. - 

The Senate will have perceived, from the read- 
ing of the resolutions, that it is my misfortune to 
entertain, and to have expressed, on the grave 
questions now occupying the þublic mind, opinions 
very different from those asserted by the resolu- 
tions. Notwithstanding this difference of opinion, 
I should feel it my duty, as one of the representa- 
tives of Virginia on this floor, to conform to the 
views expressed by her Legislature, if, in the cir- 
cumstances in which Lam placed, I could do so 
without dishonor. I hold it, sir, to be a vital prin- 
ciple of our political system, one indispensable to 
the preservation of our institutions, that the repre- 
sentative, whether a member of this or the other 
Elouse, is bound to conform to the opinions and 
wishes of hisconstituents, authentically expressed; 


ov if he be unable to do so, from overruling and | 


‘imperious considerations operating upon his con- 
science or honor, to surrender his trust into the 
hands of those from whom he derived it, that they 
may select an agent who can better carry their 
views into effect. 

On all occasions involving questions of expedi- 
ency only, it is, I conceive, the bourden duty of 
the representative to conform implicitly to the in- 
structions of the vonstituent body, where those 
instructions are to be carried into execution by a 
legislative act, which, as a mandate of the public 
will, prescribes and directs what shall be done for 
the public good. But where the instructions con- 
template a declaration of principles or opinions which 
are contrary to the sincere and honest convictions 
of the representative, as there is no means of for- 
cing the assent of the understanding to abstract 
propositions, the only course left to him is, by the 
surrender of hiscommission, to put it in the power 
of his constituents to confer it on another, whose 
opinions correspond with their own. 

To apply these principles to my own case, Ido 
not hesitate to say, that if the instractions of the 
Legislature of my State had required me specifi- 
cally to vote for a law or other legislative act, pro- 
viding for the restoration of the public deposites to 
the Bank of the United States, however highly in- 
expedient I deem such a measure to be, I should 
nevertheless have felt it my duty to give the vote 
required. Such, it will be recollected, was the 
precise demand of the memorial of the citizens of 
Richmond, presented a few days ago by my hon- 
orable colleague, and which concluded by asking 
that Congress * would provide by law for the im- 
mediate restoration of the public moneys to the 
Bank of the United States.” 

But, sir, this is not the shape in which the 
question is presented to me, by the resolutions 
of the General Assembly of my S:ate, or by the 
proceedings pending in this body. Those reso- 
lutions instruct the Senators of Virginia, in gen- 
eral terms, “to use their best exertions to procure 
the adoption’ by Congress of proper measures for 
restoring the public moneys to the Bank of the 
United States.” Now, sir, I am bound to inquire 


18 


| cient. 


| tive is impossible, while the latter is no less forbid- 
| den by my principles, and a proper sense of duty | 


what are those proper measures, in the contem- 
plation of the Legislature of Virginia. 

We all know that the only measures proposed, 
or contemplated in this body, are the two declara- 
tory resolutions offered by the Senator of Ken- 
tucky: the first, affirming that the conduct of the 
President with reference to the removal of the pub- 
lic deposites, was a dangerous and unconstitutional 
assumption of power; the second, declaring the 
reasons assigned by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for that removal, to be unsatisfactory and insuffi- 
When the latter of these resolutions, to- 
gether with the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, was referred some days ago to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, that committee did not report a 
bill, or joint resolution, for the restoration of the 
deposites, but simply a recommendation, that the 
Senate adopt the declaratory resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. In short, it is now avowed 
and understood on all hands, that all thatis deemed 
necessary, or will be proposed here, to effect a 
restoration of the public moneys to the Bank of 
the United States, is a mere declaration by Con- 
gress, of the insufficiency of the reasons assigned 
for their removal. ` 

The only measures, then, on which I shall be 
called to carry into effect the instructions of the 
Legislature of my State are, the declaratory reso- 
lations moved by the Senator from Kentucky,and 
now depending before the Senate. That these 
resolutions are, in the estimation of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, proper measwres—that the 
Opinions and principles declared by them are be- 
lieved by the General Assembly to be correct and 
well founded—it would be unpardonable blindness 
to the language and tenor of their instructions not 
tosee. Atthe sametime, itis well known to the 
Senate, that on each of the propositions declared 
in these resolutions, [ had (and I will take leave to 
add, after the most careful and anxious investiga- 
tion) come to opposite conclusions, which E had 
earnestly asserted and maintained on this floor. 1 | 
am, therefore, placed, by the instructions of the 
Legislature of my State, in this dilemma—either 
to vote for the declaratory resolutions of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, and thereby express opinions 


which I not only do not entertain, but the reverse || 


of which I have sincerely and earnestly maintained 
on this floor, or, by voting against them, to op- 
pose the only measures which are likely to come 
before this body, having in view the restoration of 
the public deposites to the Bank of the United 
States, and. thus appear in the attitude of disre- 
garding and thwarting the declared wishes of the 
General Assembly of Virginia. I am sure I but 
respond to the honorable feelings of all who hear 
me, in saying that the first branch of the alterna- | 


to the constituted authorities of my State. The i 
only course leftto me, then, is one which the Senate 
can be at no loss to anticipate. | 
Before I close the few remarks with which I | 
have felt myself called on to trouble the Senate, 
1 beg leave to say, that, while I recognise implicitly 
the resolutions just read as the legitimate and con- 
stitutional expression of the opinion of my State, į 
I wish not to be understood as saying that they 
express the real public opinion of the State—that 
of the Peorie. On the contrary, my firm and 
clear conviction is, that the sentiments of the people | 
in the present instance are not in unison with the | 
proceedings of the legislative authority. 
manifestations of popular sentiment already com- | 
mencing in various quarters of the State—the 
principles and opinions heretofore steadily cher- | 
ished by Virginia—multiplied communications re- | 
ceived from the most respectable sources—and my | 
own knowledge, I may be permitted to add, ofa | 
people with whom I have been connected, in the 


relations of public service, for now near twenty |; 
years, assure me that they are not; and the revo- 


lution of a few months will, I confidently believe, 
render the fact manifest to all the world. Bat in 


i 


The |: 


1 All of which were in favor o 


permitted to look beyond the constitutional: ex- t 
pression of the opinion of the State, by its regular: 
and proper organ. If a Senator were allowed to 
setup against the public opinion: of his Statejas 
officially and solemnly declared by her Legislature, 
a hypothetical public opinion, which may: or may 
not be that of the people of the State, it is obvious 
that a door would be opened for the total evasion 
of all effective responsibility of this body to public 
opinion. Itis on the Legislatures of the States 
that the Constitution has. devolved the choice of 
members of this body, and the same Legislatures 
must be the interpreters of the public opinion of 
their respective States to the Senators :choseri by 
them, whenever an occasion shall arise which may 
call for asolemn manifestation of that opinion. 

This is indeed the only practicable: mode of — 
bringing the opinion of the sovereign communities 
represented in this body to act: with authoritative » 
influence, on its proceedings; and when it is con- 
sidered that. the Senate is, by the greater perma- 
nency of its official tenure, farther removed. from 
the salutary controls of the representative system 
than any other branch of the Government,,all- will. 
see the necessity of keeping open a clear.and deg- 
ignated channel by which: public opinion. may 
promptly reach it, in an authoritative: form, and 
be made effectual on its deliberations, Ic is thus 
essential tu the practical supremacy of the popular . 
will itself, that the State Legislatures should ‘be 
recognised as the authentic and constitutional ex- 
ponents of the popular opinion of the respective 
States, in all relations with this body. If, in an} 
instance, the Legislatures of the States. shall mis- 
take the opinions of the people, itis, as I conceive, 
for the people themselves, and-not for us, to cor~ 
rect the mistake. : 

These, Mr. President, are very briefly the opin- 
ions I entertain on the delicate questions presented 
for my consideration. by the instructions of the 
Legislature of my State just read; and the only, : 
alternative they Jeave me, in the circumstances in 
which I am placed, is to surrender the trust with 
i which | have been honored as a member of. this 
body into the hands of those’ from, whom J re- 
ceived it. 1 know well, Mr. President, and I feel 
how much of honor and of satisfaction I give ‘up. > 
‘in abandoning my seat on this floor. .T abandon 
what I have ever regarded the highest: honor, of 
my public life—an honor than which none higher,. ; 
in my opinion, can be presented. to: the ‘ambition 
öf an American citizen. {sacrifice social and kind- 
ly relations with many members of this body—TI 
would fain hope with ali—which have been the 
source of the highest satisfaction to me here, and 
the remembrance of which I shall cherish with 
sincere pleasure inthe retirement whither I go. I 
| know and feel the weight of these sacrifices, but 
great as they are, | make them without a sigh, as 
the most emphatic homage I can render to a prin 
ciple I believe vital to the Republican system, and 
| indispensable to the safe and salutary action.of our 
| political institutions. : : 

The resolutions were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the following : 

The memocial of six hundred and seventy-nine 
citizens of Pottsville; 

The memorial of sundry citizens of Schuylkill 
county; ; 

The proceedings of a meeting of boot and shoe 
dealers of Philadelphia; 

The memorial of the President and Directors of 
the Western Bank of Philadelphia; i 
The proceedings of a meeting of ‘citizens of 
Southwark and Moyamensing. : 
f restoring the pub- 
| lic deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which, on motion of Mr. McKEAN, were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. fae 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
| nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
i mitting an account of the expenditures of that 


the regulation of my official conduct here, I am not 


' Department. 
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Mr. POINDEXTER, from th 


e Committee on 


Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Oliver M. Spencer; which was read twice, and | 


committed. . 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
asked.to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of sundry inhabitants of Illi- 
nois, praying the passage of a preémption law, and 
ihat the same be laid upon the table, as a general 
bill on that subject would probably be reported. 
Agreed to. i , i 
- Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of James Taylor, 
which was read, and, on motion of Mr. TIPTON, 
the report was ordered to be printed. : 
Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, a bill 
for the relief of Alexander Boyd, and a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of George Penrose. . 
Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of citizens 
of Richmond, Virginia, praying aid from Con- 
gress to improve the navigation of the lower part 
of James river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 
Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Mr. ROBBINS, and Mr. KING, of Alabama. 
The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
ROBBINS: : 
Resolved, That the Library Committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of procur- 


ing to be executed an equestrian statue of Wash- || 


ington, in bronze, to be placed in the square east 
of the Capitol. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the motion to refer the petition from Portland 
and Bangor, in Maine, upon the subject of the de- 

ositesy when Messrs, WEBSTER, FORSYTH, 
KANE, and CHAMBERS, severally addressed 
the Senate. 

The orders of the day having been announced 
a few minutes before three o’clock, Mr, FOR- 
SYTH moved the Senate do now adjourn, but gave 


way to 
Mr. PORTER, who suggested that a large |: 


amount of private business had ‘accumulated upon 
the table, and he therefore gave notice that he 
should, on Friday and Saturday, move, to the ex- 
clusion of all other matters, that the Senate should 
proceed to such business, ` 

Mr. WEBSTER, adverting to the fact of some 
members having been sick, which led to the sus- 
pension of executive business, gave notice that he 
should, on Wednesday, immediately after the 
reading of the Journal, move the Senate to proceed 
to executive business. 


On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 24, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donexson, his Private Secretary. 


Mr. SMITH presented the following petitions: 
_ From 700 inhabitants of New Haven, Conner- 
ucut; 

From 300 citizens of Hartford; 

From 900 citizens of the same place; 

From the Phænix Bank of Hartford; 

From the Connecticut River Bank; 

From the insurance Company of Hartford; 
All in opposition to the course pursued by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in removing the deposites; 
which, after some remarks Ly Mr. SMITH, were 
laid upon the table, with an understanding that 
they would be called up for consideration and 


` reference at some other day. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
SILSBEE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire whether any, and if any, 
what alterations ought to be made of the amount 
and manner of compensation to the collectors and 
other officers of the revenue; and, also, whether 
the fees and charges, on some of them, which are 


now paid at the custom-house, may not be dis- | 


continued. : 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate proceeded 
to the special order of the day, being Mr. Cuay’s 


resolution, and the report of the Committee on 
Finance, upon 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. TYLER, after a brief exordium, said that, 
borne into office as the President of the United 
States was, upon the shoulders of party, and bya 
popularity entirely unprecedented in the nation, it 
would have been remarkable if he had not had ad- 
vocates and supporters, let his conduct have been 
what it might. Hence, in all that is past in our 
history, the President, no matter what was his 
course, found a support from the men of his party, 
and it was to be expected that no expedient would 
be left unresorted to to support him, The Bank 
of the United States was a corporate existence, ard 
therefore whatever could affect it affected individ- 
ual rights; and if the President of the United States 
could control those rights, you armed him with all 
power, even that of life and death; and even the 
courts of justice afforded no security for the liberty 
of our citizens. This was his (Mr. T’s.) aspect 
of this question, and it was also that of the State of 
Virginia, a State which was at all times opposed 
to the exertion of arbitrary power. And to illus- 
trate that assertion, he referred to the case of Phil- 
lips, a celebrated bandit before the Revolution, 
whom the Legislature of Virginia outlawed, and 
whose decision was overruled by the people, and 
he who had gloated upon crime in all its deformi- 
ties was allowed the benefit of a trial by jury. 
| The formidable array of precedents which had 
-been urged for justifying the President for the re- 
moval of the deposites were, in their best form, 
but poor reasons for thereliance of gentlemen. For 
what justification would it be to acriminal ina 
: court of law to say that his next door neighbor had 
i committed the same offense for which he was ar- 
raigned? The judge would ‘certainly teach him 
otherwise. And Mr. T. thoughtif precedent was 
to govern in one case, it was applicable in the 
other. But look at the precedents; and in this 
aspect of the ease, what then becomes of the veto 
power, for the exercise of which the President has 
| obtained the greatest credit, and which it is said 
has reflected the highest honor upon him. If we 
look at precedent, what is to become of the glory 
which he is said to have won by it? Mr, T. dis- 
sented from precedent as an authority, for if it 
came to anything, it was only that the agent might 
| override his principal. On the accession of the 
' President of the United States to office, “ Reform, 
! Reform,” was inscribed on his banner, and yet 
| now we hear the cry of ‘* Precedent, Precedent,’’ 
resounded on all sides—cries which operate only 
| as false lights to decoy us. : 

But the Chief Magistrate has thought proper to 
throw before the world certain anonymous letters 
containing threats against himself, through his 
i own journal, and the pretended assassins even fix 
upon the very day when the deeds of blood are 
| to take place. He did not say anthing as to the 
motives of these letters, but if assassins had thus 
proclaimed their intentions, they would have pro- 
claimed their own madness and folly. But the 
only question in this investigation with which we 
have any concern, is that the Secretary proceeded 
unjustifiably. It was admitted that the public 
i| moneys were safe in the bank; that it had fulfilled 
i all its engagements; that it had established a sound 
‘currency, and that the Government was deeply 
i interested in the stock; and with these admissions, 
i how much surprised would a foreigner have been 
l| at the removal of the deposites? Would he not 
naturally have inquired into the necessity of a 
change? Butif he had referred to the act of 1789, 
establishing the Treasury Department, how would 
| he have been amazed? That act requires of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make plans for the 
improvement of the revenue, and to furnish sta- 
bility to public credit. And has he prepared his 
i plans and submitted them to Congress; and has he 


| 
| 


ji this was his duty; but, so far from doing it, the 
‘revenue has diminished, and the Government 
| stock depreciated from which the revenue is to be 
| derived. So that, when all is taken together, 
i there has been an aggregate loss to the Govern- 
i ment of at least two millions. So much for the | 
improvement. of the revenue and the manage- 
iment of the revenue now, when contrasted with 
the operation as performed by the bank. By it 


i improved the revenue or added anything to it? All || 


this was all done without difficulty; the public 
money was distributed over the whole country 
through the various conduits of the bank, unseen, 
and therefore there could be no improvement in its 
management, end the attack upon the public faith 
was -well calculated to weaken the public con- 
fidence. But has he improved the currency? It ig 
hardly necessary to answer. We had a currency, 
than which there was none better on earth which 
approached nearer to an equality with the precious 
metals than any other. - But what was our con- 
dition now? The voice of distress from all parts of 
the country was a sufficient answer to this inquiry. 
We perceive an instance of a war waged against 
the public Treasury by the persons at the head of 
the Treasury, and he (Mr. T.) thought the case 
of a financier making war upon his own treasury 
was really anew one. And under what pretence 
was it done? The Secretary converts his office 
into that of a judge, takes the bank into his own 
hands, relies on the newspapers for the support of 
the charge, and the accuser is the President of the 
United States. The judge ison the bench, and 
the accuser whispers in his ear that he possesses 


| the power of removal, and will exercise it if he do 


not decide in a particular way. And when he (Mr. 
T.) shall become convinced that the trial by jury 
is no longer desirable, then he would be willing to 
yield to this new system of judicature, but not till 


| then. 


Mr. T. contended that it was utterly impossible 
that Congress, by the words ‘unless the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall otherwise order and 
direct,’ meant to change the whole character of 
the Treasury Department. This could not be, 
unless they meant to destroy the act of 1789. Under 
the construction contended for he might destroy 
the currency, arrest public credit, and, under those 
words, establish an entire new power. Such could 
not have been the design of Congress. In the 
event of the public deposites being unsafe, these 
words were to be his authority for acting, and the 
whole anthority was conteined in those seven 
words alone. The charter looks to this as giving 
him his whole power; the weekly statements to be 
made—everything is for the purpose of enablin 
the Secretary to decide on the solvency of the ban 
and the safety of the funds committed to its charge; 
and the Congress would not even trust itself with 
more thanthis. The power of issuing a scire facias 
was guarantied to the bank on a charge of for- 
feiture of charter. If this position was true, the 
Secretary could look no further than to the safety 
of the public deposites; and nothing else, therefore, 
could avail him in his defence. But in looking to 
his reasons, he complains of the discretion given 
to the president of the bank in the expenditure of 


| limited sums of money; and notwithstanding its 


limitations he had forgotten the vast power he had 
himself assumed, and yet complained of this mere 


| penny-post affair. 


His next charge was the attempt at corrupting 


| the press; the press which Mr. T. recognised as 


the great palladium of liberty ; and never would he 
countenance the attempt to corrupt it by rewards. 
Buthad the Secretary forgotten the rewards which 
had been. given by the Administration ta editors? 
Had he failed to see the streets filled with them? 
And did he not know when their nominations were 
rejected here, the newspapers of the next morning 
announced their appointment to offices, the rewards 


| of which were as great as those were from which 


they had been rejected? He had voted against 
such nominations, and would continue to do so, 
that editors might rely upon public sentiment for 
support. He held the subsequent conduct of the 
Secretary equally as censurable as what preceded 
it. The Treasurer of the United States is the offi- 
cer appointed to keep the public money, and he is 
responsible for the fidelity of his agents, but he 
cannot be responsible for agents which are not ap- 
pointed by himself. But it is said the Treasurer’s 
bord is no security for him. The argument is a 
mockery of the law and an insult to the common 
sense of the community. But, it is said, this act 
was done by the command of the President, and 
that there could be no danger, as the money was 
placed beyond his reach for his own purposes. 
But wasit not used for enlarging his powers when 
the stockholders of these various banks were m- 
listed in his cause? Money works by corruption, 


t —it works in secret. Look to its influence in pri- 


1834. 


THE CONGRESSICNAL GLOBE. 


vate life, exercised through the brokers and money 
lenders. 

Mr. T. came to the conclusion that the deposites 
ought to be restored, and that the Constitution 
ought to be amended so as to allow a Bank of the 
United States to be established—that was his only 
objection to it. Let this be done, and it would en- 
able Congress to confer the greatest possible benefit 
on posterity, and put to rest a question which 
would never be settled in any other way. The 
considerations for the amendment were great and 
powerful—and it could be effected before the expi- 
ration of the bank charter; so that the present bank 
might be rechartered, ora bill for another passed. 

Mr. T. concluded by contrasting the republiean- 
ism of Mr. Jefferson with that of the present 
Administration, and condemning the principles of 
the proclamation. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 24, 1834. 


Mr. PARKS rose and said: 

Mr. Spreaxer: I am requested to present a me- 
morial, report, and resolutions, adopted at a meet- 
ing convened, as it is said, without distinction of 
party, in the town of Bangor, in Maine, and which 
memorial is signed by two hundred and eighty- | 
eight inhabitants of said town, praying for a 
recharter of the present Bank of the United States, 
or that another, on similar principles, may be 
chartered. 

Before, sir, passing this memorial to the Chair, 
there are a few observations which I feel myself 
called upon to make, not only on the subject-mat- 
ter of the papers themselves, but as regards the 
relation in which I stand to the petitioners. 

The town, sir, from which this memorial comes, 
has, for a number of years past, been progressing 
in a state of flourishing prosperity, such as has 
seldom been equalled, never surpassed, in New 
England: It now contains, sir, six thousand 
people, all actively engaged in commercial pur- 
suits, and the various avocations incident thereto. 
ft is from a town so circumstanced that this 
memorial, signed by two hundred and eighty-eight 
only of its citizens, comes. : 

itis professed, Mr. Speaker, that the meeting 
where this memorial was got up was called with- 
out distinction of party. Itis no doubt true, sir, 
that it was so called, but it is not true that it was 
Bo attended. It was a political meeting, got up for 
political purposes, and attended by one political 
party only. J will not undertake to say, sir, that 
no man was there who ever gave a vote in favor of 
the Administration. There is, sir, in every com- 
munity where political parties run high, some | 
few persons without any fixed opinions, who are 
always vacillating from one party to the other, as 
the one or other may to them seem to preponder- 
ate in power and strength. That some such per- 
sons, who may have occasionally given a vote to 
the Administration, were present, and acting on 
that occasion, | do not deny. But, sir, I do deny 
that any one firm friend of the Administration was į 
present acting there. Sir, the attempt was made 
to give this meeting the appearance of being what 


| 
f 
i 


i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
f 


|i question upon which they differed so much that 


1 
| there could have been any pressure of a very se- 
| tious nature there. The principal of the business 
| of that place is the lumber trade; the lumber is 
i cut in the winter, brought down the river in the 
Spring, manufactured, and sent to market during 
the summer. During the winter season nature 
lays a very effectual embargo on the foreign com- 
merce of that port, by closing the river for miles 
below with ice. The goods, therefore, which are 
wanted for the winter consumption are brought 
i there in the fall, and no payments, toany amount, 
| are either expected or promised to be made until 
| the produce of their winter’s work is ready to be 
shipped for market in the spring and summer. 
But these memorialists state further, that al- 
though there has been no pressure as yet, they fear 
there may be. {am not, ŝir, entirely without ap- 
prehension of that event myself; but, sir, there are 
other causes to which, if such an event happens, 
I can ascribe it, as well as to the removal of the 
| deposites, or to the deranged state of the currency. 
| Unul within a very few years, Mr. Speaker, the 
| immense resources for trade and enterprise of 
every description which are to be found in the 
Penobscot section of Maine, appear to have been 
passed by unheeded and unknown. Tt appeared 
that, as if by magic, the veil which had hitherto 
concealed them from the eyes of men had suddenly 
been lifted, and as if all the advantages and op- 
portunities for enterprise, which were so abundant, 
were for the first time made known. Wealth, 


1 


i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


supposed to be capable of existing. In sucha state | 
of affairs, a population composed principally of | 
; active, enterprising young men, would naturally, 
! with new inducements dally opening before them, 
; extend their operations to the full extent of their 
means and credit. No evil has yet resulted from 
this state of things; it has been supported by the 
ample resources which have been hourly developed; 
and, sir, the prabability is, that these will still 
support it. Bat there is always danger lest some 
in such a state of affairs, should overtrade. There- | 
fore itis not impossible, although improbable, that 
some.of the fears entertained by these memorialists | 
may be well grounded. 

In the next place, sir, these memorialists go on 
to say, that even if there had been any pressure 
among them, they should not have known what 
cause to have assigned for it; whether it was the 
conduct of the bank, or the course of the Presi- 
dent. The committee even say that that was a 


; they concluded to leave it as they found it. So, 
| sir, with regard to the question whether the bank 
‘has forfeited its charter, whether it has fulfilled 
its duty to the country or not—ail these ques- 
: tions, and others of a similar character, they con- 
i clude to leave undecided; and yet, Mr. Speaker, 
Í they ask this Congress to recharter a bank whose 
; conduct, according to their own account of it, 
| may well be considered a matter of doubt and 
: suspicion. 


it purports to be, ‘without distinction of party,” 
but putting on to a committee three gentlemen, | 


friends of the Administration, whom | am glad to, |; 


t 
call such, and with whom I am always proud to } 
act. I have before me, sir, one of the daily papers | 

of that town, in which those gentlemen state that | 

their names were made use of without their knowl- | 
edge or consent; and they add, further, that “they | 

‘regret that any of their citizens are disposed to 

“countenance or approve the course pursued by 

‘the United States Bank, in its unhallowed at- 

‘tempts to perpetuate its power by its oppression 

‘and that they can never lend their aid, however 

‘ feeble, to aggravate the public distress which that 

‘ institution is attempting every where to produce.” 

So much, sir, with regard to its being without 

distinction of party. k 

Allow me now, sir, to call the attention of the 

- House to some of the statements and admissions 
in the report and resolutions. In the first place, 
these petitioners say, and very truly so, that there 
has been no unusual pressure in Bangor—that 

-there has been no failures, but such as might have 

nappened in ordinary times. Sir, from the very 

hature of the business of Bangor, it is impossible 


} 


|i for. The memorialists, sir, and the persons who 
j 


|| persons who got up that meeting and this memo- 


| 
| 
| 


There is one other matter here, Mr. Speaker, to 
which l wish to allude. In.the papers, sir, which 


' fam about to present, immediate action is asked 

attended that meeting, are most faithful and thor- į 
! ough-going party men; they live, sir, in a remot 
| quarter of the Union, and we are now receivin 
i from trem the echo of the petition of the advocates 
of the bank, on the floor of this House, at the 
i commencement of this session, asking for action, 
| action, no matter what it might be. Sir, had the 


: rial known that the friends of the bank on this 

i floor had changed their course of policy, and that 
they had, from the beginning of the session, voted 

| against action, and for some time past ceased to 

ask for it, these same persons, sir, who have here 
asked for action, would have begged for delay, 

| investigation, debate, till doomsday, and in so 
: doing, would have acted with no more Inconsist- 
ency than their friends upon this floor. 

; One subject more, Mr. Speaker, and I have 
| done; and that, sir, is of so extraordinary a char- 
i acter, coming from the source it does, that I must 


i 
i 
i 


| 
i 
i 
i 
t 


i 
i 


| ask leave of the House. to read t 
| which I refer. Jt is as follows: ; ae: 

‘Resolved, That the custody and control of the’ 
t pablic money was never intehded by the Consti-' 
‘tution to be intrusted exclusively to the President 
i of the United States; and. when they considered 
‘this power in connexion with the extraordinary 
‘ military power granted to that officer by Congress 
‘lust session, slight memorials, indeed, seemed to 
| ‘remain either in the people or in the States, of 
| ‘freedom, sovereignty, and independence,” 

And this resolution, Mr. Speaker, hag been 
adopted by men who are conyolidationists; who 
last year claimed the President as their President. 
The very men, sir, who defended and insisted 
upon exclusively justifying and supporting that very 
grant of power, as an act based upon the princi- 
ples of the party to which they belong. Sir, my 
feeble voice was drowned among the shouts of 
| triumph which they uttered.“ Redeunt salurnia 
| regna’ was their cry then. But there has been, 
| sir, a wonderful change of opinion in these people 
i on this subject within a very few months. | know 
not, sir, to what this remarkable alteration can be 
i attributed, but to the equally remarkable union 
ithat has evidently taken place in this House 
between‘the ultras of the North and those of the 
South, heretofore antipodes in principle, and that 
these my worthy constituents are willing to con- 
| Summate the alliance by a.total abandonment of 
j all their ows principles and the adoption of those 


he resolution to 
i 
t 
| 


| 
F 
i 
| 
i 
i 


‘of nullification, as remarkable a countermarch of. 


opinion, within three short months, as can be 
found in all the annals of history. What advantage 
i is to be gained by all this, beyond a mere united 
opposition to the present Administration, is beyond 
my power to perceive. Their creed to this mo- 
ment has always been, that the General Govern- 
ment cannot have too much power, nor the States 
too little. This resolution, sir, is from the very 
men who opposed my election to a seat in this 
Fiouse, upon the alleged ground of my being a 
nullifier, and an opponent of the bank. Sir, there 
was no subject upon which the opinions of the 
people of the district 1 have the honor to represent 
i upon this floor are more decidedly formed than 
upon that of the Bank of the United States. As 
to nullification, they knew there was none'of itih 
Maine. The result, sir, was my return to this 
House by a mejority of nearly seventeen hundred 
! votes. J aliude to this, sit, simply as showing the. 
opinions of the people of my district upon the sub- 
| ject of the bank. 1 am not vain enough nor fool- 
‘ish enough to suppose that that result was owing 

to any personal popularity. Let my spinion-on the 
, Subject of the bank have been but favorable to it, 
and I should have been defeated by a large major- 
ity, and very possibly larger than that by whieh I 
was elected. Sir, there are from fifteen to eighteen . 
hundred voters in the town of Bangor; a majority 
of them were opposed to the Administration; an 
active committee was appointed to obtain signa- 
tures to this memorial; they have presented here 
the names of only two hundred and eighty-eight 
persons. What must be the inference? |, sir, 
need not state it. 

Sir, when I had the honor the other day to pre- 
sent the resolutions of the Legisiature of the State 
of Maine, I avowed myself an advocate for State 
rights, and of the Virginia construction of the Con- 
suuition. My colleague [Mr. Evans] in replying 
to my observations, asked, in a very significant 
manner, what are the doctrines of Virginia now? 
Sir, it is not for me to answer for Virginia; but if, 
as he intimated, Virginia has forgotten or repu- 
diated the doctrines of her Jeffersons and her Mad- 
isons, I thank God, sir, there are some States who 
have not forgotten them, but who still remember 
them, and believe them the only construction of 
the Constitution which can preserve the rights and 
liberties of a free and happy people. Jn conclu- 
sion, Mr. Speaker, I shall merely move. to refer 
these papers to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
I shall not move for their printing; they are, in. my 
opinion, inconsistent and contradictory,and dono 
honor to the hand that penned them, the commit- 
tee that reported them, the meeting that: adopted 
them, nor to the citizens who signed the memorial. 
If, however, my colleague, or any other, shall 
' choose to move the printing, 1 shall make no objec- 
‘| tion; but in that case request that the names to the 
i| memorial be likewise printed. 
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is session pre- |i 
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pose whatever; e 
many cases that he had presented petitions, the 
existence of very great distress and suffering, solely | 
caused by the derangement given to the pecuniary | 
relations throughout the country. In answer to 
the charge made, that those who now called for 
action, action on this subject by Congress, to re- 
tore the country to its former state of prosperity, 
continued to debate the subject, it was enough for 
him, perhaps, to say, that the debate was not pro- 


believed that a large part of the citizens of the 
| county coincided with him in his views. He bè- 
| lieved that the restitution of the deposites would 
| lead to the recharter of the Bank the United 
| States, to which result he would undertake to say 
| that two thirds of his constituents was opposed. 
What change of opinion would be produced by 
the continuance of the present pressure and de- 


tractea to prevent relief being given, but that it was 
done in total despair of effecting it in any other 
way—that, by such debating, there would be a 
change of opinion of those in power, if notin Con- 
gress, as would ultimately lead to a change of | 
measures On their part. It was hoped that in this 
way, when the true condition ofthe country should | 
be made known, Congress would afford the relief | 
‘that was sought for so urgently. He insisted that 
those who alleged that there was no distress in the į 
country, were utterly mistaken in supposing so. 
The distress, first felt on the sea-board, was fast 
spreading into the country, and if the honorable 


member could now congratulate his constituents, |, 


who were, as he said, engaged in the lumber 
trade, from being at present exempt from it, he 
could venture to predict such would not be their 
case sixty days hence. He objected strongly to 
the memorials being slighted, because they had 
been ‘signed by those who had not supported 
General Jackson. 

` Mr, EVANS defended the character of the per- 
sons who signed the memorial, and moved that it 
should be printed. 

After a few remarks in reply by Mr. PARKS, } 
the memorial was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented memorials from | 
the Phoenix and Hartford Banks, Hartford, and | 
from four banka in the city of Norwich, praying | 
the restoration of the deposites, and the recharter- 


ing of the Bank of the United States; which were |: 


referred, 
Mr. FOOT presented resolutions of the citizens | 
of New Haven, in favor of the restoration of the 
deposites, and the recharter of the bank. Refer- | 
red to the Comittee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial from the | 


city of Troy, in relation to the State of the currency. | 


Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
. and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SHINN rose and said: 

I have been requested to present to this House | 
a memorial from a part of the citizens of the coun- | 
ty of Burlington, in the State of New Jersey. The | 
memorialists, after stating the derangement of the |; 
currency of the country, pray that the public de- 

osites be restored to the Bank of the United States. 
his, sir; is a large and respectable memorial, | 
signed, as is said, by twenty-seven hundred and , 
eighty-five persons, many of whom are my per- | 
sonal acquaintance and friends. I move its refer- | 
ence to the Committee of Waysand Means. 


I do not move that course. 

Mr. POTTS presented two memorials from his | 
constituents, representing that there exists a gen- | 
eral and severe embarrassment, in currency and | 
business, attributing the same to the removal of | 
the deposites, and praying their restoration. Mr. | 
P. said that he fully concurred with his constit~ 
uents as to the cause, remedy, and extent of the | 
evils which they represented to exist; and on his | 


motion the memorials were referred, and ordered |! 


to be printed, 

Mr. MUHLENBERG presented the memorial | 
of 1,859 citizens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, | 
disapproving the removal of the deposites and de- 


very brief. He represented a district composed 


This || 
memorial had been printed in the Senate, therefore |! 


| rangement of currency, he was not prepared to 

‘say, for he was neither a prophet nor the son of 
'a prophet. Time and experience would show. 

i These men wefe a minority of his constituents, 

| but they were a respectable minority. He ob- 
| served among the names, many of the highest 
| respectability, whose opinions were entitled to 

| great respect. But the great mass of the signers 

| had always been opposed to the present Adminis- 
| tration; with how much effect, the result of the 
election had shown. Another portion of the sign- 
i ers were friendly to the President and his Admin- 
| istration until the President signed the bank veto 
message. Another portion were still, warmly 
attached to the President, but differed with him 
in relation to the policy of a bank. His duty 
compelled him to add, that by some persons he 
had been requested to say, that many were induced 
to add their names to this memorial by statements 
and coloring which were unfounded in truth. 

| Without expressing an opinion as to the expedi- 

| ency of removing the deposites, he must say, that 
i he was opposed to their restoration at the present 
| time, because it must have the effect to produce the 
} recharter of the present bank. The one measure 
i would necessarily lead to the other. If he thought 
| that the opinions of his constituents differed from 
| his own, he would not say that he would conform 

| his views to their opinions. No. An opinion 
: deliberately formed, with reference to the interests 
i of the whole people, he would not compromise. 
But, sir, said Mr. M., | would instantly resign my 
seat, and give my constituents an opportunity to 
elect an individual who would represent their sen- 
i timents. But he believed that a large majority of 
| his constituents coincided with him in opinion on 

| this subject. He was sustained in this belief by 

i two large meetings held inthe same county, one of 
| them consisting of eight hundred citizens, with the 

proceedings of which he had not thought proper to 
i 
i 


trouble the House. As ‘a mark of respect to the 
| memorialists, and to show for what purpose the 
| memorial was circulated, and what object it was 


; covertly and insidiously made to subserve, he 
: would ask that the memorial be read. j 


After the memorial had been read, 

Mr. McKENNAN said, he wished to ask 
whether he had correctly understood his colleague 
to say that the memorialists liad approached their 
object in a covert and insidious manner. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG denied that he had made 
any such charge upon the memorialists. 

Mr. McK ENNAN said his object was merely 
| to resist an attack which he supposed to be made 
upon men with many of whom he was personally 
acquainted. 


| morial in the German language was annexed to it. 
| Most of the subscribers were acquainted with no 
| other language than the German. 


two copies of the memorial: one in English, and 


H the other in German; which last, for convenience, 


| had been detached. 

Mr. BINNEY would further ask whether it was 
so detached by the gentleman who presented it ? 

Mr. MUHLENBERG. Certainly. 

Mr. WATMOUGH desired to ask whether 
his colleague, in the concluding remarks of his 
speech— 
| The SPEAKER interposed, and said it was not 
in order to propose interrogataries to members. 
| Mr. WATMOUGH wished to know, he said, 
| whether his colleague did mean to say that sub- 
| Scriptions were obtained to the memorial through 
| improper means, and that the doctrines contained 


Mr. BINNEY asked whether acopy of the me- | 


Mr. MUHLENBERG replied, that there were | 


f 


| written in English and German. 


people were not accustomed to rely. The gentle- 
man seemed to convey this idea; if so, knowing 
the opinions of the people of Pennsylvania, he 
would say that when the questions now agitated 
were clearly presented to their strong and dis- 
criminating minds, they would not be prevented 
from coming to a decision, by the intimation that 
their opinions came from the Philadelphia school 
or any other quarter. He had propounded the 
questions, and he had no doubt that his colleague 
would answer it with his usual promptness. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG. If my honorable friend 


| will take care of his own district, I will take care 


of mine. I am responsible to my own constituents 
for my course here, and forbid any interference 
of this kind. 1 have spoken respectfully of my 
constituents. I intended to convey the idea that 
signers to the memorial were obtained with a view 
to the recharter of the bank, whereas there ig not 
one word in the memorial about the recharter of 
the bank. If the question was put to his con- 
stituents, whether they were in favor of General 
Jackson, two-thirds of them would say yes; and 
if they were asked whether they were in favor of 
the recharter of the bank, two-thirds of them 
would say no. . 

Mr. McKENNAN asked how his colleague 
could say that an attempt was made to mislead the 
people by producing the effect of rechartering the 
bank, when there was nothing of the kind on the 
face of the paper. He would undertake to say 


| that many of the signers to this paper were men 


who would spurn the suggestion that any decep- 
tion had been attempted. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG had no doubt, he said, 
that many men whose names were on this paper 
would spurn the suggestion that they had attempt- 
ed to make a false impression, but among the 
large number of signers there were many other 
men. He would like to know how many of the 
names subscribed to the memorial were known to 
his colleague. 

Mr. McKENNAN, instead of answering the 
question, would, he said, ask his colleague to 
state to the House the names of the underlings 
to whom he had attributed deception. His con- 
stituents might then judge as to the correctness of 
the imputation. It was not for him to interfere 
with his colleague and his constitnents, but he 
wished to vindicate respectable individuals from 
unjust imputations. 

The SPEAKER asked whether the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania intended to embrace the names 
in the motion to print. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG said he did not. 

The memorial was then ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved the printing of the 


: names appended to the memorial. 


Mr. BINNEY said this motion was connected ` 
with the inquiry as to the original memorial. 
Most of the names would be found in the German 
character, and many of-the signers understood that 
language better than the English. He wished to 
have the German original before the House, as an 
answer to the suggestion, whenever and wherever 
it might be made, that the memorial had been sub- 
mitted to the Germans in a language they did not 
understand. He could see no reason for printing 
the names, unless the German copy was annexed 


| to the memorial. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG rose only to explain the 
circumstances in connection with the separation 
from the memorial of the German translation. 
The original memorial, as brought to him, was 
It was so much 
mutilated, that he handed it to the person from 
whom he received it, to make a new copy for pre- 
sentation to the House. It was not proposed to 
him, nor did he think it necessary to present also 
the German copy. He had no objection to the 
presentation of the German copy. If gentlemen 
wished it they could have it. 

Mr. MERCER said that the memorial directed 
to be presented was written in two languages, and 
therefore the House was not put in possession of 
the real memorial. 

Mr. BINNEY would simply request the gentle- 
man to hand the German copy to the Clerk. 

Mr.WAYNE said if it would be supposed that 
a single individual who had signed the memorial 
would not have signed it, ifthe German copy had 
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not been appended, it was a sufficient reason for 
presenting the German copy with the other. 

T Mr. MUHLENBERG had no objection to it, 
and should comply with the request. He also 
stated that he had no objection to the printing of 
the names: 

Mr. WATMOUGH demanded the yeas and 
nays on his motion; and they were ordered. 

Mr. TURRILL objected to printing names to 
this or any similar memorial. 1t was time to put 
a stop to this kind of operation. Wehad already 
printed 
public expense. What was the object? Not to 
enlighten the members of this House in regard to 
this question. Any one who wished to see what 
weight was attached to the names could go and 
read them in the Clerk’s office, without drawing 
‘any money from the Treasury. Inthe first place, 
the bank gets up its panic meetings, and then they 
come and ask us to pay the expenses of printing 


and circulating their proceedings, memorials, and ;; 


even the signatures. He could see no possible 
benefit to result from printing the names. If gen- 
tlemen who advocate the printing would give a 
reason for it, he would then withdraw his objec- 


tion. | 

Mr. MILLER was indifferent whether thenames 
were printed or not. But he was ata loss to im- 
agine why this system of catechjsing members was 
introduced. His colleague had stated expressly 
that the memorialists were many of them highly 
respectable men. The effect that the memorial 
was intended to have could be seen by any one. 
He believed himself that it was impossible to draw 
adistinction between the question of a restoration 
of the deposites and a recharter of the bank. Who 
could doubt that the restoration would produce a 
recharter? And he had understood his colleague, 
(Mr. Binyey,] with his accustomed frankness, to 
avow the opinion that unless the bank was rechar- 
tered the restoration of the deposites would be of 
no avail. In regard to the duplicate memorial we 
‘were contending about, they were both the same, 
and it was of no consequence which was presented 
‘to the House. : 
Mr. McKENNAN contended that the restora- 
tion of the deposites was not necessarily connected 
with the question of the recharter of the bank. 
But gentlemen (said he) had connected the ques- 
‘tion with a view to excuse their course to their 
constituents 
“ Mr. BINNEY made a few remarks in reply to 
Mr. MULER. 
“Mr. SUTHERLAND said it was rather strange 
‘go much should have been made upon so small a 
matter. His colleague did throw out an idea that 
‘there was something insidious—owing to some 
‘misapprehension in the signers—in the manner by 
which some names were withdrawn from this pe- 


© tition, Generally speaking, he wished gentlemen |! 


to consider the propriety of having names printed 
‘to the memorial as calculated to do litle good ex- 
cept to benefit the public printer, Although there 
are many persons who signed this and other me- 
morials from Pennsylvania, they were the steady 
friends of the Administration, but who thought 
that in this matter a mistake or error had been 
‘committed by General Jackson, for whom they 
‘did not claim absolute infallibility, or that he was 
more than man. Fle wished that the names would 
be printed, that it could be hereafter seen they 
would be found again, as they always had been, 
ardently supporting the principles of the Republi- 
can party. . 

Mr. McKENNAN congratulated his colleague 
for the motive he had avowed that he was actuated 
in desiring the names of the memorialists to be 
printed. He thought that they were men of whom 
any country should be proud, inasmuch as they 
‘showed that they could dare to act up, 
opinion in opposition to the Administration, even 
df it were only on one solitary point. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG said there was some 
‘misapprehension as to what had fallen from him. 
He had not objected to the printing of the names 
= of the memorialists. He, however, would state, 

that he held a letter in his hand, signed by nine- 
teen persons, whose signatures were affixed to this 
memorial, in which they expressly state that they 
had been induced to sign it from some misconcep- 
tion of its purport, and they had authorized him 
to. state so to the House. 


half the names in Philadelphia at the- 


p to their | 


|! breeches pocket. 


Mr. WATMOUGH withdrew his call for the 
yeas and nays. - j 

Mr. MANN, of New York, wished to know 
whether the printing was to be in Dutch, that there 
might be no cheatery. 

The SPEAKER said he had announced his in- 
tention of having the memorial printed in the 
Dutch. 

The question being stated on the printing of 
the names to the memorial— 

Mr. WATMOUGH a second time called for 
the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. FELDER remarked that, as the signatures 
were in both languages, there would be some in- 
justice in printing them twice over. 

Mr. MERCER said that the value of the time 
engaged in the discussion would suffice to pay the 
expense of printing. f 

Mr. TURRILL would oppose, ifhe stood alone, 
| the printing of all such petitions. Jt was surpriz- 
ing to him to hear such an unnecessary expense 


|i advocated. There was, among others, a petition 


already printed on this subject, with sixty-two 
| pages of names at a considerable expense. These 
| petitions, he believed, were got up originally by 
the bank, and those who procured the signatures 
were paid for their trouble out of Mr. Biddle’s 
He felt that it was time for the 
House to take a stand and save the Treasury from 
this expense which was sought to be thrown upon 
it. It was possible that many of those who signed 
the petitions from the large cities, were stimulated 
by the assurances that their names would appear in 
a printed book. 
Mr. H. EVERETT did not think the mem- 


|! ber from New York {Mr. Turniix] warranted in 
| taking for granted thatall the memorials presented 


on account of distress, were got up by the bank, 
and he desired to know if it was the design of 


; gentlemen, by making such statements, to forestall 


public opinion and thus prevent them coming for- 
ward to testify their deep sense of that distress. 


effect of deterring, in future, any petitions being 
sent. He hoped that the Representatives would 
not consider themselves so much the representa- 
tives of any pariicular district, as of the whole 
people; and that, when petitions should be pre- 


i sented, that they would be treated Ly members in 


a respectful manner. They should look to consid- 
erations affecting the general good, and ought to 
be above those of party. 

Mr. BURGES wasastonished at the opposition 
given to the printing of the names tq,memorials on 


| the ground of expense, and he advocated it as ne- 


cessary to establish, beyond question, whether the 


| distress which now agitated the country was real 


or pretended—was got up by the people them- 
able or by the influence, as charged, of the 
bank. i 

Mr. LANE believed that the statements they 
had heard that these memorials about distress 
were got up by the bank, were justly founded. 
| They had been known to originate almost at the 
| doors of the bank, and only from those places di- 
i rectly under its influence. There was no voice of 
distress from Indiana or Illinois. 

Mr. EWING corroborated the statement that 
there was no distress felt in Indiana; and he 


ople should have some benefit from the , 
derived from the bank; that they thought 
| these profits should not be monopolized by any | 
institution which properly belonged to themselves. 
As other memorials had been printed, he would 
vote for the printing of this, in both German and 
English. 

Mr. CROCKETT rose and said: Sir, as I am 
the only person from Tennessee in this House who | 
am opposed to the Administration, [ hope | may 
| get a few words in, that I may say what are my 
own notions on these matters. Str, 1 think the, 

member from New York, (Mr. Torniin, wad has 
; just spoke, has been a little testy in his objections. 
Fle talks much about this, as if it was a great 
matter. Sir, are we to stick at such trifles as afew 
dollars in the printing a matter so important? I 
seems, sir, to me to be something like loading a 
twenty-four-pounder to shoota flea. Sir, is itnot 
so? We are spending three or four thousand 


the pe 
profits 


| 
[i 
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i 
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If such denunciations were made it must bave the |: 


maintained that there was a general feeling that || 


| sir, this is retrenchment; but it is the old rule for 
| retrenching. 1 love, sir, to see the petitioners come: : 
| here, and my life on it, sir, they will ‘come; aye,” 
and from Indiana, for all that we hear to:the:con- 
trary; and yet from my own State every. day my 
letters tell me they: wish‘ this question. settled. 
They know very well in my district the character. 
, of the man who, when he takes:an thing into 
his head, will carry it into effect.. They know 
: how I should act in this bank business, for I told 
them, before I was elected, how I should. vote— 
that I would recharter the bank, and restore the 
deposites. Sir, I get letters every day, from all 
parts, which tell me these acts are disapprobated 
The question is now,’ whether we shall be under 
the old and happy state of things, or have a despot. 
| Sir, the people havea right to tell their grievances; 
and, sir, I tell you, they must not be refused—I 
can’t stand it any longer—1] won’t. 
_ Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri, said that he could 
not undertake to state, with any degree of pre- 
cision, how the people of Missouri were divided 
| on the important question of the removal of the 
deposites, nor could he account for not having 
| received memorials from his constituents on that 
| subject. Perhaps the people of. Missouri have 
i come to theconclusion that memorials, petitions, or 
prayers of any kind touching this subject would 
avail nothing; that should they be favorably dis- 
posed of by Congress, they might be disregardec 
in another quarter. Mr. A. thought the people 
| of Missouri as deeply interested in this measure 
| as those of any other portion of the Union. “The 
| State had been a few years ago literally inundated 
| with local bank paper, when everything in rela- 
| tion to the currency of the country was confusion 
i and distrust. On the introduction of the paper of 
| the Bank of the United States this unsound and 
' fraudulent currency (local bank paper) gradually 
| diminished, and at length entirely disappeared. 
| Since that time up to the present everjibing in 
' relation to the currency of the country has moved 
on smoothly; but he feared, from présent appear- 
ance, this state of things would not long exist. 

Mr. LANE made some explanations in reply 
‘ to his colleague, (Mr. Ewine.] 

The question was then taken on the motion 
to print the names signed to the memorial, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 112, noes 90.. . 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, 

The House then adjourned, 
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IN. SENATE. 
Tuespar, February 25, 1834.: . : 


Mr. SMITH moved that the petitions'and me- 
morials presented. by him yesterday, from sundry 
citizens and institutions. of Connecticut, disap- 
proving of the removal of the deposites, be taken 
up, read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to: be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial, praying 
a grant of lands for soldiers of the late war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill, without amendment, 
relative to interest on advances made to the United 
States. f 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the peti- 
tion of eight hundred citizens of the county of 
. Camberland, praying the restoration of the depos- 
ites and the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States; which, after some remarks by Mr. F. and 
Mr. CLAYTON, was read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, asked that the memorial which was referred. 
to that committee, on the warehousing system, 
might be printed; which was so ordered. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
, ation of the memorial of Lyman Foote, surgeon in 
| the Army of the United States, praying additional 
| compensation for services rendered by him at 
i Prairie du Chien, and the memorial might be 


i 
i 
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ii referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; 


i which was agreed to. i 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial from 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty citizens of 


dollars in discussing the printing of a matter that, 
perhaps, after all, will not be twenty cost. But, i 


Troy, New York, praying legislative relief. from 
| the pecuniary distress of the community; which, 
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Feb. 25, 


’ 


The following resolutions were submitted: 


By Mr. CLAYTON: : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
reéted to report to the Senate the amount of money 
that hag been received by the. Post Office Depart- 
ment, on account of postage which was due and 
unpaid on the Ist of July, 1828; and also, the 
amount received, which was due and unpaid, for 
postage, on the Ist of April, 1829; and that he also 

‘state the amount still unpaid of the sums. due at 
the above periods. j 

By Mr. CLAYTON: j 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department 
of War be directed to-inform the Senate what 
changes in and additions to the list of pension 
agents, appointed on the 2d of January last, have || 
been made by that Department; what security has 
been required and given by every pension agent 
appointed by the Department; and that he lay be- 
fore the Senate copies of all correspondence be- | 
tween any such agents and the said Department, 
since the 30th of January last; copies of all cor- 
respondence, since that date, between the said 
Department and other persons, relative to the 
responsibility af any of those agents; and copies 
of all correspondence, since that date, between the 
said Department and the Bank of the United States, 
in relation to the payment of pensions, under the 
act of June 7, 1832. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of one 
hundred citizens of Newbern, North Carolina, 
against the removal of the deposites; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the resolutions 
from Burke county, North Carolina, on the subject | 
of the deposites, were taken up. 
__ A long and animated debate ensued, in which || 
Messrs. MANGUM, BROWN, FORSYTH, 
CHAMBERS, and PORTER, participated; a | 
sketch of which it is impossible to give, owing to 
the lateness of the hour at which the Senate ad- 
journed. 

The proceedings were referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose, not for the purpose of 
discussing this question, but (as he said) to move 
to postpone all the orders, for the purpose of taking 
up the appropriation bill which had passed the i 
House of Representatives, providing for the pay- | 


à 


rent of pensioners. It was cusiomary to pass all | 
appropriations, as a matter of cowrse, with as little || 
delay as possible, to the postponement of other |, 
business. But before the bill was taken up, he, 
would embrace this occasion to allude to a para- | 
graph which had appeared in a newspaper. Al- 
though it was not customary for him to notice here | 
publications in the newspapers published in Wash- || 
ington, yet he desired to call attention to a partic- 
ular article which appeared in the Globe of Satur- 
day last. It is as follows: 


“THE VETERANS OF THE REVOLUTION. 


“Jt has now become quite apparent that the | 
t majority of the Senate of the United Siates intend | 
t to second the effort of Nicholas Biddle, to prevent | 
‘ the revolutionary pensioners from receiving their | 
‘half-yearly dues on the 4th day of March. The |i 
* appropriation bill passed the House of Represent- :! 
“atives nearly three weeks ago, providing money || 
< for this object, and was sent to the Senate. Ever | 
t since that time it has quietly remained in the pos- ai 
* session of that notable Committee on Finance, || 
‘ which the other day was so prompt in makingan jj 
‘elaborate report in a few hours after reference | 


i stated: ** Mr. Webster, from the Committee on 


| self, and been unworthy the confidence of honor- 


i filled, he moved the Senate go into an election. 


i go into the election at this hour. 


Now, before he said anything more, he would 
ask of the Secretary when the bill was brought 
into the Senate from the other House? 

{The Secretary replied on the 6th February, 
and was reported by the Committee on Finance 
of the Senate on the llth February.} 

Mr. WEBSTER continued. The 6th of Febru- 
ary came on Thursday—the days on which the 
Committee on Finance meet are, Tuesday and 
Thursday. So that, on Tuesday following its ref- 
erence, it was deliberated on, agreed to, and re- 
ported the very same day to the Senate. Occasion 
was taken at the very first meeting of the commit- 
tee to act on the bill. But this was not all. The 
gentleman who is connected with this press has 
reporters in this House, engaged in reporting the 
proceedings of the Senate, and he would now turn 
to the Globe of the 10th February, where it is thus 


Finance, reported the appropriation bill from the 
House of Representatives, providing for payment 
of pensions.” This gentleman has received from | 
the journal of the Senate information that this bill ; 
was reported, and then says, on Saturday, the 22d, 
that Mr. Webster kept this bill in his private 
pocket. He supposed it possible that this state- 
ment was made with ignorance of the fact. It was 
not possible that it could be made with justice as 
to motives. He would not now say anything in 
regard to it. It would be seen, first, whether this 
denial and disproof should be as widely circulated | 
as the charge which has been made, and then it 
would be seen whether this example would not | 
each something more of prudence and caution in 

the publication of remarks upon the proceedings 

of the Senate. He had thought it proper to say 

this much out of respect to the Senate. He feltas | 
if he should have been treating this body with dis- ! 
respect, if he had acted in the way which had been | 
imputed to him; and he would have despised him- 


able men, if he could have been capable of such 
conduct, a 

He moved to take up the bill, and pass it. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and passed. |! 

Mr. GRUNDY stated that a vacancy had oc- 
curred in the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, by the resignation of an honorable 
Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives;] and, as the 
committee were desirous of having the vacancy 


| 
| 


i 


Mr. CHAMBERS, adveriing to the fact of the | 
lateness of the hour, and the absence of several 
members, hoffed the election would be deferred— 
not that he thought it important. Hedid not sup- į 
pose it would be a party vote; and, for himself, he | 
was perfectly satisied that the chairman of the 
committee should himself make the selection; buat || 
itis an act of courtesy to absent Senators not to | 


Some other conversation occurred between | 
Messrs. CHAMBERS, EWING, and GRUN- |! 
DY, when the Senate decided to go into the elec- | 
tion; but, while preparing the ballots, 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, || 
Tuespay, February 25, 1834. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked the House to sus- 
pend the rule, for the purpose of introducing a 
resolution. Leave refused. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Joseph Cooper. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHILTON, from the select committee, to | 
which was referred the inquiry into the expedi- 


“of Mr. Cray’s resolution on the deposites. Mr. 
< Wessren is chairman of the committee, all of 


j 
H 


3 
ii 


i| ency of extending the provisions of the pension acts 


ii on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


to the surviving officers and soldiers who were en- || 
gaged in the wars with the Indians till the treaty | 


Laid | 


Mr. EVANS, from the committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting pensions to cer- 
tain persons therein named. Read twice, and com- 
mitted. ; 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Josiah 
Westcott. Read twice, and ordered to be com- 
mitted. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of sundry 
citizens of Arkansas, who had Jost improvements 
by thestipulations of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Indians. Read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Simon Rodri- 
gues, and, on his motion, it was ordered to be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Len- 
froi Latiolais; which was read twice by its titie, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
printed. 

THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolutign, offered by Mr. Marois, of 
Alabama: i 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 


| Treasury to deposite the publie moneys of the 


United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 


| safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 


the same. 

Mr. MARDIS resumed his remarks. ' In sub- 
stituting the State banks for the Bank of the United 
States, he would compel the deposite banks to col- 
lect and disburse the revenue of the United States 
in the same manner in which it was now dischar- 
ged by the United States Bank. They should be 
required to make weekly statements to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury of the amount of their capital 
stock; of the notes in circulation; of the private 
deposites; of the notes discounted; of the debts 
due, &c. On their failing to discharge any of their 
duties, or,on their issuing too large an amount of 
notes, or on refusing to pay specie for their notes, 
then they should cease to be deposite banks. So 
long as they conformed to all these regulations, 
their notes should be received in payment of any 
dues to the United States. He contended that 


|| notes of these banks, thus circumstanced, with le- 


gal guards and checks, would furnish the country 
with as sound a currency as has ever been fur- 
nished by the United States Bank. 

But it was said that these notes of lacal banks 
would be payable nowhere but at the banks from 
which they were issued. True, the notes of the 
Bank of Mobile would be payable only in Mobile; 
so with other local bank notes. But was not this 
the case in reference to the United States Bank and 
its branches? Were not the notes of the several 
branches payable only in the offices of those 
branches? If they had been paid or taken elsewhere 


| by the bank, it was only a matter of courtesy, and 


notof right. If the United States Bank and its 
branches had taken each other’s notes, it was-not 
from a disposition to accommodate the community 
to their own injury; for as far as we had experi- 
enced, that bank had never failed to avall itself 
of every advantage which offered. His object was 
to establish the fact that it is credit given to the 
United States Bank notes by the Government, 
coupled with the facilities afforded to it by the pub- 
lic deposites, to which the general currency of the 
United States Bank notes was owing. Would not 
the same causes produce the same effects in regard 
to the notes of the deposite banks? Had the United 
States Bank ever failed to benefit itself by any 


| operation of its power? Look at the premiums 


exacted'on local exchange. If you apply at the 
bank in Philedelphia fora draft on the branch at 
New Orleans, and pay them in their own notes, 
they will charge a premium on the draft. They 
demand the same premium on the exchange which 
the brokers in Philadelphia demand. If it was 
merely a spirit of accommodation which induced 
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the branches to take each other’s notes, why should 
a branch demand a premium on a check? This 
view proved conclusively that the universal cir- 
culation of the paper of the United States Bank 
was not owing to its accommodating disposition, 
but to the causes which he had mentioned. If the 
bank did not charge the same rate of premium on 
exchange which the brokers in New York and 
Philadelphia charged, how could the brokers exist 
in those places? Why did any person resort to 
the bank ?, From the flourishing condition of the 
brokers in the neighborhood of the bank, he was 
Jed to the conclusion that exchange was afforded 
as cheap by the brokers as by the bank. Why, 
he would ask, should not the notes of a local de- 
posite bank, paying specie for its notes, giving 
weekly statements of its condition, its notes being 
also receivable in payment of dues to the Govern- 
ment, be quite as current as the notes of the United 
States Bank? Would the people have no security, 
if his plan were adopted? They would have the 
same security for the safety of the deposites which 
the charter of the United States Bank gave them. 
The condition of the deposite banks would be 
made known in thesame manner. But it may be 
said that these reports are not alone sufficient, and 
that the charter of the United States Bank offered 
other security by the appointment of Government 
directors. But these were merely nominal direct- 
ors. 
can know nothing of the concerns of the bank, be- 
cause all information is denied tothem. Of this 
tact we had the most conclusive evidence. Itcame 
to us in such a manner that we should do violence 
to our judgment in supposing that the Government 
directors had any direct participation in the man- 
agement of theinstitution. But werenot the State 
banks, under the management of individuals, quite 
as respectable and trustworthy as the United 
States Bank? Were they not also accountable to 
- the Legislatures in their respective States? Were 
they not under the direct supervision of the people, 
through their Legislatures? They were directly 
amenable to the people, who were affected by the 
management of the institution. The United States 
Bank wasamenableto the people ofthe Union. But 
an act done at that board might be justified by nine- 
tenths of the Union, and the tenth portion, to whom 
the act was injurious, would have no redress. An 
act which was injurious to the interests of Alabama, 
might be approved of in New York, or in other 
northern cities. The people, therefore, could be 
better secured in their rights through the immedi- 
ate responsibility of the State banks, than through 
the general responsibility of a national bank. This 
liability, connected with the safeguards which he 


hod referred to, would afford perfect security to the į; 


people of the nation. days 

It was said that the whole commercial interests 
of the country would be:prostrated by the meas- 
ure which he had advocated. But if the commer- 
cial prosperity of the country depended upon the 
amount of capital employment, no such effect 
could take place. Nota cent of capital would be 
annihilated by the measure. The mere withdrawal 
of capital from one bank, and its transfer to others, 
did not diminish the capital of the country to the 
amount of a single cent. The amount of revenue 
would be the same whether it was received by the 


State bank or a national bank, and it was likely | 


that the local banks would make as much use of 
it as the United States Bank would make. What 
inducement would the local banks have to with- 
hold discounts? The people would have the same 


use of their own money, and it would be distrib- | 
uted more generally than it would if deposited in | 


the United States Bank. He might be told that 
the rate of exchange would be so injuriously af- 
fected by the measure, that internal exchanges 
could not be carried on. 
that though the equalization of exchange was one 
of the objects for which the United States Bank 
was brought into existence, yet the bank had not 
effected this object. In 1832 and 1833, the bank 
received from premiums on exchange $217,244. 
The bank by this course had violated the great 
principle on which it was founded. In support of 
this view, he read a passage from a letter of Mr. 
Crawford. The universality of the currency of 
thé United States Bank enabled it to carry on ex- 
changes at a low rate of premium; but the local 
deposite banks, when they have, from similar 


The Government has directors, but they |! 


Mr. M. went on to show | 


Government facilities, the same general currency 
for their notes, will be able to effect the internal 
exchanges at the same low rates. 

Mr. M. would now proceed to the last view of 
the case. Gentlemen seem to think that the whole 
business of the country rested in the hands of the 
| United States Bank. “They forget that there is 

any private capital in the country. They forget 
even what the organ of the bank had announced, 
that the distress of the community was. not so 
much owing to the withdrawal of capital from the 
bank, as from the want of confidence which it 
produced. He would ask gentlemen not to come 
to the support of General Jackson’s measures, but 
to come forward, at this crisis, and arrest the fur- | 
ther progress of bank tyranny—to come forward 
and assist in restoring the lost rights of the people. 
Weare told that we are in the midst of a revolu- 
tion; and he concurred in the opinion. A mighty 
struggle was going on between the people and 
the bank, between money-power and the rights 
and liberties of the people. The people had 
made up the issue, and they would abide by it. 
They know that it was ia the power of the bank 
to bring much suffering and calamity upon them, 
but they would meet it all as they would the pri- 
vations and toils of a war declared for their inde- 
pendence, 

Mr. CLOWNEY rose and obtained the floor. 

The hour allotted for the consideration of res- 
| olutions having expired, the order of the day was 
| taken up. . 


| The House proceeded to the orders of the day, 
; and took up the bill making 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR FORTIFICATIONS. 


The question thereon before the House being a 
motion submitted by Mr. McDurrre to commit 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union— 

Mr. McD. remarked, that he had been induced 
to submit his motion in consequence of the bill 
` having passed through the House without objec- | 
‘tion. The bill being in its final stage, he wished 

to have it committed thatit might be in the power 
: of the House to reject such of the appropriations |! 
| for places which, upon full discussion, would be || 
found expedient. With a view toascertain whether || 
there was any spirit of economy existing in the 
; House, he would call for the yeas and nays; which 
; were ordered. | 
Mr. POLK would not then enter in any dis- || 
cussion upon the policy of the system of fortifica- |} 
tions, but he wished to remind the House of the 
| state of the present bill. It has been regularly 
reported with the usual appropriatigns, and there 
had been appropriations made in it for four new 
! works, for which some small appropriations had 
been made thelast session. A portion of the money 
“had been expended preparatory to their comple- 
“tion. One wasintended for the protection of Bos- |! 
ton harbor; another at New Orleans, and one at |} 
Foster’s Bank, Florida, which was part of the 
system of defence for Pensacola. It was for the 
House, then, to consider whether they would go on į 
with these works or have them prostrated. It was | 
deemed important that these should be completed; | 
, andalthough theappropriation forall thoseplacesin | 
the aggregate exceeded thatof last year by $64,000, |: 
` yet it was less than the appropriations made in i 
other years for these purposes. The defence of |! 
the country must mainly be aided by such fortifi- |! 
. cations, and he had been given to understand that || 
: the contemplated works were most important. — 

Mr. WILDE objected to the whole system which | 
had been adopted for erecting and supporting forti- | 
fications for years past, and said he feared that the | 
gentleman from South Carolina had fallen upon a | 
wrong subject to expect that codperation from the: 
House which it merited on the ground of economy. | 
He maintained that as the fortifications were now | 
extended, they could not be sufficiently manned or | 
armed in less than twenty years, and that as they | 
were useless in a time of peace, they must, when | 
unarmed, be more pernicious than anything else | 


in the event of any sudden war. 7 . 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, although he differed in 
opinion on this subject with the honorable mem- | 
ber from South Carolina, expressed his hope that, | 
in order to accelerate the passage of the bill, the || 


; motion to commit would be acceded to. He de- J| 
l| sired that every opportunity should be given for 


| themselves. 


| Charleston alone. 


; order. 


| subject, when— 


i, it was stated that it had passed sub silentio. 


inquiry into the expenditures of the country, ard: 
he did not think that when these inquiries were 
made that the excess complained of would be found 
in the appropriations made for the support of the 
army or navy, butin the appropriations made by 
the House on other subjects, aes 
Mr. PINCKNEY said, unless the bill was com- 
mitted, he would be compelled to vote against. it; 
but whilst he fully agreed in the policy of support- 
ing fortifications, as it appeared there had been 
large increased appropriations, it was necessary 
that some economy should be practised. That it 
should be looked into whether any of the places | 
might be abandoned with propriety; whether there 
was any immediate necessity, from the state of the 
country, for the appropriations now made. f 
Mr P. was proceeding on the general subject, 
when— 
The SPEAKER interposed, and said it was not 
in order to discuss it. i 
Mr. PINCKNEY resumed, and said he wished 
to state he desired the commitment of the bill that 
he might move an amendment to strike out the 


-clause in relation to the appropriation for a fortifi- 


cation in Charleston, $50,000, which was utterly 
useless unless it was intended that they should be 
used, as they had been, not outward to the ocean, 
but against the citizens themselves. He could not 
vote for any fortifications in Charleston, whilst 
the force bill was in existence. They had enough 
of tyranny from the Federal Government, and he 
would stand upon the Constitution, and put the 
question at once, whether there could be any forti- 
fications erected without the consent of the States 
He would submit whether it was‘in- 
tended to erect these forts without the consent of 


! the State, asked or obtained. If so, he maintained 


it would be a gross infraction of the agreement en- 
tered into between the several States. 

Mr. WAYNE could not recognise the propriety 
of recommitting the bill unless it could be speedily 
pointed out that there was extravagance in any of 
the appropriations made, and that the. recommit- 
ment might be thus found necessary. He did not 
believe that the observations that were made by 
the honorable member from South Carolina (Mr. 
Piycxxey] would find any corresponding voice in 
the House. It seemed to that gentleman, that the 
contemplated works were for the protection of 
This was not so. The im- 


| portance of that harbor in a time of war, as con- 


venient to the West Indies, was of the highest 
The Government was acting on a general 
system for the benefit of those to come after them, 
as well as with a view to their present safety. 
Mr.McKAY went into somestatements to show 
that the appropriations for fortifications were in- 
creasing in amount. He advocated the recommit- 
ment, that there might be a more regular and eco- 
nomical appropriation made than we had been in 
the habit of having. The increase appeared to be 
since 1831, at the rate of twenty-five percent. upon 
the first item in the bul, for the preservation of 
Castle Island. He tiusted that the bill would be 
recommitted, that the estimates submitied by the 
engineers for these various fortifications should be 
inquired into. He was going into the general 


The SPEAKER reminded him he was not in 


order. 

Mr. PARKER said, as there appeared to be in- 
stances in which the appropriations made last year 
for the preparatory measures, were not applied, it 
might induce the Committee of the Whole to see 
that there was no necessity for appropriations 
being made for the completion of the works them- 
selves. 

Mr.VANDERPOEL said, although he believed 
he should vote for the bill, yet, under the circum- 
stances under which the House had been placed 
latterly, he did not think that the request of the 
honorable member from South Carolina, in asking 
for a delay, unreasonable, and particularly wam 

e 
could not see that there could be any objection to 
a scrutiny by the Committee of the Whole intoa 
bill which appropriated so large a sum as $800,000. 
There might be some members who might object 
to appropriations for particular places, for, although 
willing to swallow a single pill, it did not therefore 
follow that they should swallow an apothecary ’s 
shop. . 
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Mr, CHILTON thought, under all the circum- 
‘stances, that it wag only an act of courtesy to 
accede to the motion. B 

Mr. POLK explained the grounds upon which 
the Committee of Ways and Means had acted in 
reporting the bill, in conformity to estimates fur- 
nished from the War Department,andsaid although 
bedid not think it necessary himself to recommit 
the bill, yet as there was a general desire to have 
‘a discussion upon it, and as he could not have 
anything to fear from that discussion, he would 
at once. withdraw his opposition to the motion. 

Mr. McDUFFIE thereupon, by unanimous 
consent of the House, withdrew his call for the 
yeas and nays. . : 

So the bill was committed to the Committee of 
thè Whole on the state of the Union. 


` The bill making appropriations for Indian annu- 
ities for 1834 having been taken up— . 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT withdrew a motion 
made by him for its recommitment. 

The question then being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. McKAY desired to know if there was any 
intention, on the part of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to report a bill for the regulation of inter- 
course with the Indian tribes, 

Mr. H. EVERETT replied that it was his in- 
tention to do so. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. 
McKAY, POLK, FILLMORE, ASHLEY, and 
H. EVERETT took part— ` 

Mr. McK AY moved to recommitthe bill to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs—negatived—70 to 
102. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the House then i| 


adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpvespay, February 26, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Donerson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
3,553 citizens of Baltimore,composed of merchants, 
mechanics, manufacturers, &c., attributing the 
depression in the money market exelusively to 
the conduct of the Bank of the United States, and 
expressing the greatest confidence in the Execu- 
tive. It was the wish of the memorialists that the 
deposites might not be restored, and that the Bank 
of the United States might not be -rechartered. 


|| Secretary had both said that a leading motive with 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military 
Affairs be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of providing by law for the appointment of a 
chaplain to be attached to the battalion of mounted 
rangers, raised for the defence of the frontiers. 

Mr. CLAY presented a copy ofa memorial from |, 
a large number of citizens of the city of Louis- | 
ville, Kentucky, which had been presented in the | 
House of Representatives, complaining of great 
pecuniary distress in that city, and attributing it to 
the removal of thedeposites. Mr.C. took the oc- 
casion to speak at length of the prosperous state of 
affairs in Kentucky, when he left homein Septem- 
ber, as compared with the represéntations he had 
received of its situation now. That such was the 
panic existing there, that all who had bank notes 
were getting specie for them and hoarding it upas 
fast as they could, and that the only remedy was 
a restoration of the deposites and the recharter of 
the bank. Mr. C. said that the existence of dis- | 
tress was now. admitted by all. That although 
the gentleman from Georgia spoke a short time 
ago of the exemption of the city of his residence 
from the prevailing pressure, yet that he (Mr. C.) 
had this morning seen an account of a town meét- 
ing held there on this very subject. Headmitted 
that the cause of the distress was a subject of much 
! dispute; but that whatever the cause might be, it 
! was the duty of all to consider whether it was 
practicable to afford relief, and if it was, to apply 
it without regard to party. The President and 


them. for removing the deposites, was to compel 
the bank to wind up its concerns and close its 
doors. But now it was said that the bank was 
the cause of the distress, because it had begun to 
wind up, and that itcould grant relief by not doing 
so. He had no doubt but it could give relief, but 
it must be under different circumstances from what | 
gentlemen thought, If it couid be rechartered, and 
receive an assurance that it would meet with no 
attack from the Executive, he believed it could 
| give relief in thirty days. He complained of gen- 
tlemen caliing on the bank for relief, if it were 
guilty of all the charges which were brought 
against it. 

Mr. C. then adverted to the safety fund bank- 
ing system of New York, and the attempt by the 
President, and Secretary of the Treasury, to intro- 
duce the same system among the deposite banks, 
and took up and exemined the list of banks in that 

State, and spoke of the insecurity and danger of 
i the whole system. That of the sixty-nine banks, 


Mr. C. remarked that the committee, now in this 
city, was composed of gentlemen of respectability 
and worth, 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made a report on the petition of James 
Vernon; which was read and ordered to lie on the 


On his motion, the memorial was || 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and |’ 


| thirty had less than ten thousand dollars in specie, 
! six of them less than five thousand dollars, and 
one—the Bank of Ithaca, with nearly three hun- 
dred thousand dollars of bills in circulation—had 


1} 
i 


table. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved, in pursuance of notice, : 
that the Senate proceed to executive business. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, in consequence of the indis- 
position of his colleague, (Mr. Kenr,] hoped this 
‘motion would not be pressed. 

Mr. WEBSTER then waived the motion, but 
signified his determination to renew it at an early 
hour to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of a member of the Commit 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, vacated by 


the resignation of the Hon. Mr. Rives, of Vir- i 


ginia, when Mr. Rosinson was appointed. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial signed by | 
1,878 citizens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, in 
favor of a restoration of the deposites, Í 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of inhabit- | 
ants of the Northern Liberties of Philadelphia, of 
the same tenor. 

Also, one from citizens of Schuylkill county, 
opposed to the restoration of the deposites. 

- The memorials and proceedings were read; 
when Mr. McK EAN moved that they be referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and be printed. 

After some remarks by Mr. McK EAN, Mr. 
CLAY, and Mr. CLAYTON, the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the followin 
tion: 


i 


g resolu- 
; l 


|: entitled to the floor on the main 


j; two In relation to the Sefety Fund System of New 


country should be vindicated. The struggle we 
were engaged in, was an arduous one; but it was || 
one between a single man with astandingarmy of || 
forty thousand officers on the one side, and the j 
people on the other. Still he doubted not that the |: 
people would ultimately prevail. Mr. C. then !i 
commented on the report of the Philadelphia com- | 
mittee who visited the President a short timesince | 


| for the purpose of explaining to him their views of | 
i the prevailing distress in the community, and con- i! 
demned in unmeasured terms the reply of the |; 
| President as reported by those gentlemen. i 
| Mr. TALLMADGE said he was unwilling to | 
| accupy the time of the Senate ona mere incidental | 
; question, and more espegially was he reluctant to 
interfere with the Senator, [Mr _HiLL,] who was 
question of de- 
i bate. But he could not forbear to say a word or 


| York, which had been the subject of animadver- 
sion by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] 
it was a topic which the Senator seemed to cher- 
: ish with much care. It had afforded him occasion 
for remark from the very commencement of the 
į Session to the present time. In the main debate 
| °v the deposites, he had dwelt upon it in a man- 
| ner calculated to excite the public mind against 


i 
i 
{ 
| ji 
i Fi 
il 
ji 


i 
i 


i might yet offer to enable him to do it. 


those banks in the State of New York, which 
were denominated Safety Fund Banks. Mr. T. 
said he had intended, at a proper time, to reply to 
the Senator on that subject, and the opportunity 
At pres- 
ent, he would confine himself toa few remarks, 
as the time had already arrived to proceed with 
the special order of the day. 

It would, no doubt, afford gratification to some 
gentlemen, if the safety fund banks were in a 


i worse condition even than they themselves have 


represented them; or if disaster should befall any 
of them. The Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Sournarp,] as well as the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Ewine,] had, on a former day, alluded to 


j them; and the latter. gentleman, whilst he consid- 


ered all State banks unsafeand unfit to sustain the 
currency of the country, was pleased to say, he 


i deemed the safety fund banks of New York more 


unsafe than any others; that they were far behind 
the banks of Ohio and the western States; and we 
are now told, on his authority, that the want of 
confidence in the banks of his own State, is such, 
at this time, that the people of the country are call- 
ing for specie, and carrying it away by bagsfall. 
This alarm, Mr. T. said, might be true; still he 


|! had confidence in the banks of Ohio; but did it 


show the condition of those banks to be preferable 


i to the safety fund banks? Mr. T. said, when he 


heard gentlemen talk so much about this system, 
and decry ys safety, he could not persuade him- 
self that they possessed any very accurate inform- 
ation in relation to it. Fle had hoped that some 


| one of those who had taken this subject into their 


special charge, would, whilst they were arraigning 
it before the Senate, condescend to explain it. Mr. 
T. said he would yield the floor to the honorable 


i Senator from Kentucky, if he would vouchsafe an 


explanation. 

Mr. CLAY said, he understood by the safety 
fund system, the sixty-nine banks were connected 
together and responsible to each other. That 
they each contributed a certain percentage to 
protect the people against a blow-up of any one, 
or all of them. He had understood that they had 
raised a fund of some $280,000 for that purpose, 
and that the responsibility was only to the extent 
of the fund so raised. The gentleman thought it 
hard that others shouid notice this system; and if 
it was continued only to New York, and no other 
State was to be affected by it, perhaps it would 
not be proper to notice it. Butas every State was 
more or less affected by the banking operations of 
the others, it was right to look to the condition of 
those banks, and especially, too, when the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury announced his purpose of 
trying the same system in other parts of the Uni- 
ted States. The gentleman did him great injus- 
tice by saying that he would see with satisfaction 
the fall of the New York banks. He would be 
happy if the gentleman could make out that they 
were safe. Mr. C. had seen the report of the 


i| commissioners of the safety fund, and there was 


one item in it of which he had not heard a satis- 
factory solution by any New York gentleman to 
whom he had spoken on the subject—it was the 
item of the five millions. He was not quite so 
ignorantof the trade of New York as the gentleman 
seemed to suppose. He was aware that the banks 
in the interior draw on the city banks, and while 
public confidence was not impaired, it might ge on 
safely. But now, if the farmer would say he did 


| not want their paper, but must have specie, what 


would become of them? The gentleman thought 
he knew nothing of the safety fand system, and 
he hoped he would have no occasion to know any 
more of it. 

Mr. TALLMADGE resumed— 

From the Senator’s explanation, he perceived 


: his knowledge of the system was as imperfect and 
: as limited as he had anticipated. The very appli- 


cation of it which he has made to the State banks 


| employed by the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
| deposite of the public funds shows that he has a 


very inadequate idea of the system. He objects 
to the system being extended through the Union 


: by the Secretary of the Treasury under Executive 
;: management. £ 
: vided by the contribution of the banks of a certain 


He has toid us that a fund is pro- 


per cent. and that that fund is responsible for any 
deficiency of an insolvent bank. Wherein (said 


! Mr. T.) does the Senator find any resemblance or 
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reiation between this system and those banks em- 
ployed by the Secretary of the Treasury? There 
is no responsibility; the one for the other—no 
contribution—no common fund. How, then, can 
it be said that the Secretary is endeavoring to 
exiend this system through the Union? There is 
nothing in the Secretary’s plan that assimilates it 
to the safety fund system. What bearing, then, 


has this system on the Secretary’s plan for depos- ij 


iting and disbursing the public money through the 
State banks? None. And its introduction to the 
Senate so frequently can only serve to gratify 
those who wish to create distrust in its security. 
He knew that no one on this floor would desire to | 
' produce a panic in relation to any of our banks; 
but there were those out of this Chamber who had | 
contributed all in their power to do it. But he 
trusted, in regard to the banks in New York, that | 
their efforts would be unsuccessful. The people | 
of that State had entire security. The bill-holders 
and depositors under that system were altogether | 
safe, and from their safety arises their confidence | 
in the system itself. They are protected against 
' the possibility of loss. TheSenator, however, tells 
us that the safety fund consists of about $300,000, 
and that that sum would be but little more than 
sufficient to cover the circulation of a single bank. 
That fund is to be increased, it should be observed, : 
till it equals three per cent. on the whole banking | 
capital of the State. If in case of insolvency of | 
any bank the fund should not be sufficient after | 
applying its effects, then the banks again contrib- | 
ute to the fund as before, and the creditor receives 
the amount due him, with interest from the time | 
his claim was presented. 
imagined where the effects of the bank itself, on 
winding up, would not be sufficient to-meet ail its 
engagements without a resort to the safety fund. 
its stockholders might sustain loss, but its.credit- 
ers wouid not. Thus it will be seen that unless 
gentlemen can suppose an entire insolvency of all 
the banks of the State under this system, there is | 
not the possibility of loss to the creditors of any | 
of them. The community, therefore, is safe. But | 


there is another feature that adds still more to that || 


safety, and which guards the banks themselves—it 
is the power of the bank commissioners to super- 
vise all their concerns, Theirfrequent and period- | 
ical examinations keep them in perfect order, and | 
within the limits prescribed by their charters. 
This power of examination and supervision is of 
the most salutary tendency. ` Its silent operation 
is useful, It is a preventive to fraud or improper 
conduct of any kind. No board of directors, if | 
under other circumstances they might be induced | 
to exceed their bounds, would presume to under- | 
take it whilst this power could reach them and 
expose them at any moment. | 
The Senator also alluded to the capital paid in | 
stock notes in many of the State banks. What- | 
ever application this remark may have elsewhere, ; 
it has none to the safety fund banks. Their capital | 
is all actually paid in. There is no nominal capi- | 
tal known to the system. This, too, must be 
done, and the most positive and indubitable proof 
furnished that it is done, before the bank can go 
into operation. The same proof, in addition to the 
personal examination of the commissioners, may 
be required, at any time, that none o 


sioners is a guarantee to the public, and to the 
stockholders, of the fidelity of those who manage 
and direct their affairs. 

So far, then, from this system having anything 
in it objectionable, it presents the strongest safe- 
guards and security to the community. The great 
-evil heretofore, in our banking system, has been 
the insecurity of the people. By this system per- 
fect safety and security are obtained. These are 
the main objects. We do not incorporate such 
institutions for the sole benefit of stockholders— 
they are at best monopolies—and the peopleshould 
always require and receive sufficient guarantees 
for their own safety. Whatever panic, therefore, 
may be created, the peaple, the creditors of the 
safety fund banks of New York, cannot suffer; 
and (said Mr. T.) I trust there is intelligence 
enough amongst the people of that State pot to 
permit themselves to be deluded by these panic 


|| funds in their vaults. 


i 
i 
| 
he 
l 


A case can scarcely be |; 


| 


fi 
f the capital || they could not redeem them in specie. But still, if 
has been withdrawn. lt will be perceived, then, || they have been managed properly, they will have 
that the operations of these banks are on substan- E 
tial capital, and the supervision of the commis- | 


cries that are so industriously sent through the 
country. 7 

Sir, (said Mr. T.,) the Senator from Kentucky 
has exhibited to us what he calis a statement of the | 
small amount of specie in the vaults of our country 
banks. Why, sir, to those who know the course 
of trade and basiness of New York, this would 
| excite no surprise. The country banks have never 
been in the habit of keeping large amounts of idle 
‘They know their own in- 
terest better—they know the interest of the com- 
munity better. Their surplus funds are deposited 
in Albany and New York, on which they can 
draw, atany time. Those funds are convertible 
into specie at any moment. A western merchant, 
for instance, wishes to remit to the city of New 
| York, where from the course of trade, his pay- 

ments are to be made; he would much prefer a | 
| draft on one of the banks in that city, than the bills 
| of the bank in his neighborhood, or even the 
i specie—the draft is better to him than the specie. 
Where, then, is the necessity of hoarding up a large 
amount of specie in their own vaults, when they | 
j can deposite their surplus funds in New York and 
| Aibany, and, under certain stipulations, receive 
| interest on them? This mode is for their own | 
| interest, and for the benefit of the community. 
These funds, which are convertible into specie 
| at any moment, together with the specie in the 
| vaults of the banks outof Albanyand New York, 
amounted, according to the report of the bank 
commissioners, cn the Ist of January last, to 
Sorty-four per centum on their whole circulation. | 
Allowing, then, that this panic operation should 
succeed so far as to throw upon them, in one in- 
stant, nearly one half of the whole amount of the 


i] 
i 


the means at command to meet them; and this, 
too, without looking to their large and substantial | 
note account, which is daily becoming due and 
receivable, 

There are no banks (said Mr. T.) which have 
| more ready or substantial means to meet all their 
engagements of every description. There are no 
banks, in the aggregate, more sound. The Uni- 
ted States Bank itself is not more so. It cannot 
present more, ifitcan as much, substantial means. | 
He did not doubt its safety, but he should be glad į 
to believe that it had as much substantial means | 
to meet all engagements as the safety fund banks 
of New York. If (said Mr. T.) this panic, about 
| which so much is said, can be made to extend 
| amongst the people, as some seem to desire it 
should, he would rather be a creditor of those 
banks than of the Bank of the United States. If! 
any serious disasters follow from this panic, from 
the joss of confidence, and the consequent Joss of 
i credit, rely upon it, the Bank of the United States 
will come in for its full share of the calamity. 
But, says the Senator from Kentucky, if public 
confidence should be impaired, and these banks 
should be run for specie, they could not redeem 
| their bills. This is true of any bank—of the Uni- 
| ted States Bank—of all banks—none of them ever 
have an amount of specie equal to the redemption 
| of all their bills in circulation—of course, if public į 
| confidence, as to their solvency, should be so far | 
| impaired as to bring in upon them all their bills, 


| 
i 


bills of those banks now in circulation, they have |! 


try banks. Mr. T. said he had seen. no such 
statement; but come from what source it might, 
he did not hesitate to pronounce it untrue—and for 
the best of reasons, that the bank commissioners 
have no power, by law, over the canal fand, and 
can in no event, nor under any circumstances, 
use it. 

One word (said Mr. T.) for the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. Ewine.] He condemns the -saféty- 
fund system, from its tendency to destroy that 
watchfulness of the banks over each other which 
would otherwise exist. That, inasmuch as they 
are responsible for each other, in case of failure, 
they would not return the paper of each, with 
that vigilance, which they would do, acting inde- 
pendently—that they are perfectly safe, says he, 
in issuing paper to any amount they please—that 
there is no limit to their issues. Perhaps (said 
Mr. T.) the gentleman will allow something to 
experience and observation. He (Mr. T.) had 
witnessed all these operations; and he had found, 
under this system, a far greater watchfulness of 
the banks over each other than formerly existed. 
A healthy watchfulness—not a disposition to ha- 
rass and vex, as was sometimes the case under 
the old system, but to see that each kept within its 
proper limits as prescribed by the charter, There 
is competition between them, but it is a healthy 
competition—it is salutary in its operation. As 
to their issues, the gentleman need give himself 
no alarm on that subject. They are limited by 


i| law, and he would venture to say, there were no 


banks in the Union which were so much restrained 
in theirissues. They were far less than the banks 
under the old system were allowed to issue—and 
he had no doubt that in proportion to capital and 
the increased business of the State, the circulation 
was, at this time, in a less ratio than before this 
system was adopted. 

Whatever efforts, then, may be made, and from 
whatever quarter they may be made, to increase 
the panic, Mr. T. said he trusted that the confi- 
dence of the country could not easily be shaken. 
He hoped the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
would soon get round Point Judith, to which he 
had alluded, and speedily arrivé in that calm haven 
which he so much desired. And if he (Mr. T.) 
could judge from the symptoms of distress which 
usually attend those who perform that voyage, he 
should suppose the. honorable Senator was now 
doubling that point. 

Mr. CLAY replied, if the gentleman from New 
York would refer to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the agent of the Government, 
he would see the outline of the system very clearly 
defined. Mr. C. regretted that the gentleman 
could not explain the item of the five millions in 
the report of the commissioners. 

Some further brief remarks were made by Mr. 
CHAMBERS, Mr. EWING, and Mr. TALL- 
MADGE. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he regretted to enter into 
this debate at all, but he felt it due to himself and 
the subject to give the answer which he had prom- 
ised to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cray,] and before he did that he would say 
that he rejoiced that there was no intention in this 
body to produce an excitement in the country; 
that the Senator did not intend to produce that 


abundance of means to answer all the demands that į 
i can be made upon them. Mr. T. said, so far as his 
i| acquaintance extended, the safety fund banks were 
‘| in the most discreet and substantial hands. He} 
|| knew instances wheresome individual stockholders | 
:-and directors were worth double and treble the | 
|i whole amount of the capital of the bank to which | 
if they belong. Can the community lack confidence 
jin such banks? Carn the people doubt their sol- | 
|; vency? Can they doubt theirown security from loss | 
| even if any one should fail, as long as an ample | 
|| fund is provided for their safety? No, sir; there | 
i! are individuals, (said Mr. T.,) such as he had de- į 
ii scribed, who would give ample security, by bond | 
|| and mortgage, for any amount of bills that could 

1: be presented. À 
«| Sir, the Senator from Kentucky, on some news- | 
|| paper authority, has stated that the bank commis- 
i| sioners have taken a large amount of money 
| belonging to the canal fund, and loaned it in New | 


| York, to meet the redemption of the bills of coun- i 


| 
i 
i 
i 
| 


| 


i 


effect by the remarks he had made, but that he was 
able to add the gentleman’s distinct denial that 
such was his intention. 

He must be permitted further to say, before he 
replied to the interrogatory of the Senator, in jus- 
tice to the Bank of Ithica, in his State, the bank 
which the gentleman had named, that the remarks 
he had made in relation to it are most eminently 
calculated to produce the very effect upon that 
institution which the Senator did not mean to pro- 
duce. He must not be misunderstood. He im- 
puted no intention; but he must say that the state- 
| ment of the honorable gentleman [Mr. Cray] as 
to the Bank of Ithica, the large amount of bills 
| he had stated to be in circulation from that bank, 
and the very small amount of means to redeem 
them, unexplained, was directly and most happily 
| calculated to produce a panic in the public mind 
in the vicinity of that bank, and to cause the run 
upon it which he was happy to find it was the 
| desire of all to avoid. 
He must further say, 


that while he would not 


= 
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“make the imputation against any individual in or 


out.of this body, he deeply feared that certain 
presses in the country were daily and constantly 
publishing articles, and giving, very erroneously, 
what purported to be facts, most strongly calcula- 
ted to excite the panic which the honorable Sen- 
ator (Mr. Cuar] had so often and so emphatically 
mentioned with disgust in the course of his re- 
marks. In answer to these attempts to influence 
the public mind, he would say to the customers 
and bill-holders of, and to the depositors in, the 
Bank of Ithica, what the honorable Senator had 
said, and so confidently repeated to the people of 
the whole country, ‘* Be calm, be serene and con- 
fident.” The ship of State-is not to be run upon 
the rocks, nor are the disasters. predicted to be 
experienced, unless the panic produces the result, 
We shall ride out the present storm in safety, and 
peace and plenty will return to the land, if the 
public mind remains unshaken. i 

` I will now answer the honorable Senator in ref- 
erence to the $5,000,000 of bank notes possessed 
by the safety fund banks of the State of New 
York, and which are set down by the bank com- 
missioners as a part of their available means. F 
know not from what statement or authority thegen- 
tleman reads, but presume it is from the summary 
of the bank commissioners of that State. I think 
they, in their annual report, after giving the de- 
tailed statement of the condition and means of each 
hank, gave a summary statement of the aggregate 
condition of all the banks under their charge and 
supervision; and I presume that this item is drawn 
from that summary statement. If. I am right in 
this, it shows that all these banks, which the gen- 
tleman says are sixty-nine in number, have this 
five millions of the notes of other banks. The only 
error in the statement of which I have a right to 
complain, fend that is a very material one at this 
period, and in the present agitated state of the 
public mind,) is, that the gentleman says he as- 
Rumes that all these are notes of the safety fund 


. banks themselves. Now, sir, this is a violent pre- 


sumption. The item is undoubtedly composed of 
all the notes of other solvent banks, held by the 
safety fund banks at the moment the statement 
was prepared. The amount, and the description 
of notes of which it would be composed, would be 
as fluctuating as the circulation of bank paper, but 
at any period the notes on hand would be those 
which the banks should think it desirable to re- 
ceive, or safe to keep, and therefore it may be con- 
fidently assumed that they were the notes of the 
best banks of the country. The proportion of 
safety fund bank notes would depend upon the 
roportion of these and other bank notes in circu- 
ation at the points where the collections are made 
and security felt in the institutions whose notes 
should be thus kept in deposite. I speak from 
some acquaintance with thosé banks and their 
business, when I say that I fearlessly venture the 
prediction, that if an account of these notes were 
given, there would be found to be an amount of 
the notes of the Bapk of the United States and its 
branches, greater, by.five or ten times, than the 
amount of the notes of any one safety fund bank. 
Sir, we were told the other day by the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Wensren,] that 
the notes of the Bank of the United States were 
received and used by the State banks as capital, 
and that they made discounts and did business 
upon them as such; and this was given to us as one 
of the merits of such an institution. This was and 
is true as to the notes of that bank, but is equally 
true as to the notes of any solvent State bank. The 
banks all consider the notes of their solvent neigh- 
boring institutions in their vaults as specie, and 
they do business upon them as such; nor does it 
male ahy difference as to what bank issued them, 
provided they be noteg current at their counter. 

Why, Mr. President, should it not beso? Such 
notes are convertible into specie at will, and there- 
fore are safe capital. 

Bat, sir, suppose all this $5,000,000 of bank 
notes held by the safety fund banks of New York, 
were the notes of the safety fund banks themselves: 
would it injuriously affect the standing of this 
aggregate account of all these banks? No, sir, it 
would show that the account was well made up. 
Take an instance: the Bank of Ithaca, in its state- 
ment, debits itself with the whole amount of its 


bills out, without reference to the place where 
they are, and credits itself with its means to meet 
those bills when they are called for. Ten thou- 
sand dollars of those bills are in one of its neigh- 
boring banks, and in making its account, it credits 
itself with these ten thousand dollars of Ithaca 
notes as a part of its means. Now the charge in 
the one case, and the credit in the other, counter- 
balance each other, and, so far as the general sum- 
mary statement of all the banks is concerned, the 
ten thousand dollars of bills are redeemed. This 
is the nature of the item to which the Senator [Mr. 
Cuar] refers, and this must be the only explana- 
tion of which that iteni, in this general summary, 
is inany way susceptible. How far it is satisfac- 
tory, is left to the Senate. To me it seems to 
be perfectly satisfactory, because the explenation 
shows that where the item consists of bills of the 
safety fund banks, the credit as means by one, 
must. be countervailed by a charge as debit by 
another. - So much for the explanation I have 
promised. i 

I must correct the Senator in another and much 
more important error into which he has fallen in 
relation to the manner in which the country banks 
in the State of New York do their business, The 
| Senator [Mr. Cray] says, when they have a call 
which they have not the power to meet by the 
| means in their vaults, they are in the habit of an- 
swering it by a draft drawn upon the commercial 
| cities of Albany or New York, on time. Such I 
understood to be the declaration of the Senator. 

[Here Mr. CLAY signified that such was not 
the purport of his statement.] 

Mr. W. continued: [ will then state, Mr. Presi- 
| dent, distinctly what I did understand the Senator 
to say, and he will surely correct me if I am wrong. 
I did understand him to allege that the banks in the 
interior were in the habit of making drafts upon 
the commercial cities kefore named, to answer calls 
which they had not the means to answer at their 
counters, without having, at the time, funds in 
those cities to meet such drafts. Whether or not 
he said the drafts were made upon time, is imma- 
terial to my purpose. Am I right in this under- 
standing? 

pir. CLAY said the Senator had better go on.] 

r. W. continued: Sir, I speak from personal 
| Knowledge, when I say no such drafts are made. 
| It is the practice of those banks in the interior to 
' keep nearly the whole of their surplus funds in the 
j cities, There these banks meet the great portion 
, of their liabilities, and there they most need those 
| funds; there, also, they obtain an interest upon 
| those funds, and therefore, as a matter of profit, 
| as well as security, they are kept there. 

Their usual and almost universal course is, to 
makean arrangement with some solvent city bank; 
and these arrangements are made either in Troy, 
Albany, or New York, and they receive an inter- 
est, I believe, as a general rule, varying from four 
to five per cent., the stipulation being always ac- 
companied with the condition, either that notice 
of the drafts shall be given, the drafts be made 
upon time, or that the amount in deposite shall 
exceed a certain stipulated sum before interest is 
chargeable. I have recently understood that a 
very few of the western banks have made their 
arrangements with stockbrokers, and keep their 
accounts with them, but these cases only form an 
| exception to the general rule. The solvent city 
| banks are the general depositories of these funds. 

Sir, these country banks would not, if they had 
it, keep large amounts of specie on hand, in ordi- 
| nary times, and when business was regular and 
| undisturbed by any unusual excitement;they would 
| transfer it to the cities, where they would be most 
į likely to need it, and where it would earn an in- 
terest, until they should require its use. What, 


. then, can be inferred from the exhibit made by the 


| Senator of the condition of these banks, so far as 
i their specie funds in their vaults are concerned? } 
say, confidently, nothing. Their funds are not 
| kept idle in their vaults, but are placed where they 
are more needed, and where they can be usefully 
i| employed when not needed. I'am asked, what 
| are those funds? Iwill answer. The bank ac- 
,commodates the merchant; he wants to use the 
I| accommodation in the city, and does so, and the 
bank meets the payment there. When the time 
l of payment comes, the merchant sends to the mar- 


ket some commodity, out of which he makes the 
money, and deposites it to the credit of the bank at 
the place in the city where the account of the bank 
is kept. This replaces the amount subtracted for 
his accommodation, and thus the fund in the city 
is kept good. No country bank draws upon the 
city bank, but upon funds previously placed there 
to meet the draft; I say none. There may be 
cases where such drafts are made, but never with- 
out previous arrangement for their acceptance; 
and | hazard nothing in saying that thete is nota 
country bank in the whole State whose draft 
would be accepted, but upon funds placed in the 
city to meet it, or upon an arrangement for its 
acceptance. There is no drawing upon time, or 
upon the contingency of a general credit. 

The honorable Senator tells us that certain 
brokers in New York have sent a quantity of 
country bank notes to Albany to be redeemed, and 
that their redemption was refused. Sir, 1 know 
not from what authority the gentleman speaks, 
but this I do know, that if the bills of any country 
banks were sent to Albany for redemption, and 
the banks which issued the bills had not funds in 
Albany for the purpose of their redemption, they 
would, of course, not be redeemed by the Albany. 
banks. Why should they be? Upon what prin- 
ciple could the banks at Albany be expected to 
redeem notes not their own, and without funds 
from the banks which issued them? Surely upon 
none which belongs to the principles of safe and 
correct banking. 

Again, Mr. President, we are told that large 
sums of money belonging to the canal fund of the 
State of New York have been, by the bank com- 
missioners of the State, withdrawn from the hanks 
in New York, where these moneys were drawing 
an interest, to be applied to redeem the notes of 
the safety fund banks. I have no doubt the 
honorable Senator [Mr. Cray] has been informed 
and believes this statement; but from what source ` 
he derives his information f know not. Iwill tell 
him, however, what | do know, derived from 
personal and official knowledge, and it is, that his 
assertion cannot be true; that the bank commis- 
sioners of the State of New York have no more 
power over the moneys helonging to the canal 
fund of the State of New York than the honor- 
able Senator himself has. Those moneys are in 
the care of entirely different officers—oficers hold- 
ing the most high and responsible offices in the 
State. They have always been loaned where they 
were considered perfectly secure and would com- 
mand the highest rate of interest, and they never 
have been changed or withdrawn when so invested 
to consult the wants or interests of any bank. 
The law would not allow the officers having the 
charge of them to dispose of them from such mo- 
tives, and those officers have not done so. They 
have, during the last year, and, as | think, very 
wisely, used every effort to sink these moneys in 
the redemption of the stocks which they are des- 
tined to redeem; and they have, to a great extent, 
succeeded. Those efforts are still making, and 
notwithstanding the great cry we hearin this body 
of distress and ruin, and scarcity of money, and 
almost starvation, overspreading the whole land, 
such is the state of things that the guardians of 
this fund cannot purchase these stocks (five per 
cent. stocks redeemable in 1845) at a lower. rate 
than about 16 per cent. above their par value. 

Mr. President, I regret exceedingly to have 
been compelled to enter into an incidental debate 
of this character; and | would not have done so 
had I not considered myself called upon to explain 
allegations made in reference to the business 
affairs of my own State, and to transactions which 
no members of this body but my honorable col- 
league and myself could be supposed to under-. 
stand. I have done this, and will merely reply to 
a remark or two made by the honorable Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Ewrxe,] when I will resume my 
seat. The gentleman has denounced, in no meas- 
ured terms, the safety-fund system of my State, 
as applied to our banks. He thinks, as others 
have thought, that the safety of the banks is en- 
dangered by it; but he seems wholly to overlook 
the security afforded to the community, to the bill 
holders and depositors. He seems to suppose that 
because the fund is not large enough to redeem all 
" the bills in circulation of all the banks at once, he 


1834. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


208 


the security is fallacious. Sir, he is 


proves that . 
The bill-holder, the depositor, and the 


mistaken. é 
wholecommunity, 
holder, is ultimately perfectly safe, unless every 
bank subject to the system be broken and destroy- 
ed, The fund may not be large enough inpresenti, 
but the contributions must continue until the claims 
of the bill-holders and depositors are fully paid. 
What, then, is the difference between this system 
and the ordinary system, where there is no such 
security? F hold the notes of an insolvent bank 
which has stopped payment. I cannot, in either 
case, get coin for my notes; but if they be safety 
fand notes, I will eventually get dollar for dollar, 
"and if they be not, I will get nothing. This is the 
simple difference, and this is the system which the 
gentleman thinks so mischievous and dangerous. 
1 am not disposed to discuss with him the ques- 
tion whether these banks, by being made thus 
measurably responsible for each other, are more 
orlesssafe. I will only say that, if it be proper for 
Jegislation to consult any other object than that of 
filling the pocket of the stockholders, any portion 
of safety transferred from a bank. to the bill-hold- 
ers, the depositors and the community in general, 
is not objectionable to me. Such is the object of 
the safety fund system of New York, and I verily | 
believe that in consulting the safety of the public, 
it has, in the best manner, consulted the greatest 
safety of the banks. . 
{Mr. EWING here ma 
had been said by Mr. W.] 


Mr. WRIGHT said he would relieve the gentle- || 


man; he did not answer his mein argument be- 
cause he could not believe that it required an an- 
swer. The argument was, that making these 
safety fund banks mutually responsible for each 
other, prevented them from keeping that salutary 
guard over each other’s transactions, and especial - 
Ty over each other’s issues, which banks inno way 
connected with, but acting as rivals to each other, 
would keep. The statement of the proposition 
seemed to him to be a sufficient answer to the ar- | 
gument drawn from it. What, sir, will a bank at | 
this capital watch with less care the operations of 
a bank at the other end of this avenue, when it is | 
fully responsible for all the notes of that bank, | 
than when it has no connexion with, or responsi- 
bility on account of it? If that be the effect of 
such a responsibility, Mr. W. said he had mis- 
taken the influence which the interests of men had 
over their actions. The motive tqincreased watch- | 
fulness was direct and palpable, and that such a 
motive would have the effect to destroy that watch- 
fulness, he could not see or believe. : 
While up, he would say one word in answer to 
a suggestion which had fallen from the honorable |: 
Senator when he first addressed the Senate, and | 


i 


with the exception of the stock- | 


de some reply to what, |’ 


would not be found to have been the least success- 
ful of all the bankers of the country. These men 
| are now the warmest and strongest friends of the 
safety fund system. Indeed, (Mr. W. said,) he | 
verily believed, if the honorable Senators them- 
selves, (Mr. Ewine and Mr. Cuax,] would exam- 
| ine the legislation of New York upon this subject, 
| not as politicians, but as intelligent lawyers, as 
| they are, they would yield their full assent to its 
| wisdom and safety. 

_ Mr. WEBSTER said he would draw the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Wricurt,] and others, to a consideration which 
seemed to have been overlooked. The question 
| of the insolvency of the bank was not the true 
' question when speaking of the currency of the 
| country. The question was the ability of each 
individual bank to meet the demands which might 
be made on it in specie. He was not acquainted 
with the banking system of New York, but there 
seemed to him one insuperable objection to it: it 
| was, that there was too much confidence in it; so 
Í that all individual responsibility was removed. 
The true question in all our institutions was, not | 
| the ultimate means of meeting all its liabilities, but 
| the present means for present calls. He had not 
| heard it stated what was the actual proportion of 
| specie to the whole circulation in New York; but 
| in England, from long experience, it was found 
| that less than one-third was not safe, and the Bank 
of the United States had adopted that as its pro- 
| portion. He thought the case was not helped by 
saying that the banks in the interior of New York 
draw on thése in the city, for it was but an ex- 
| change of paper; John Doe drawing on Richard 
i Roe, and Richard Roe drawing on John Doe 
again. There could be no security longer than the 
circulating paper was redeemable at the banks 
from which it issued. And it was not bettered by 
the bond of mortgage security, spoken of; that 
system had been tried fora hundred years, over 
| and over again, and had uniformly failed, and 
never could succeed. No matter how many men 
of wealth you had, heap Ossa upon Pelion, and it 
would not do. 
| Mr. FORSYTH said, that the gentlemen from 
| New York, [Mr. Wricut and Mr. Tarimanes,] | 
| if they had taken his advice, might have saved 
themselves a great deal of trouble. They could 
| not recommend the safety fund system, be it good 
or bad. itcame from New York. He rose, not 
for the purpose of discussing that system, or the 
Secretary’s system, as proposed to be introduced 
into the United States, according to the views of 
gentlemen, but to reply to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky in relation to the distress 
which he said existed in Georgia, in the cities of 
Savannah and Augusta. Mr. F. thought that by 


to which he had intended to reply. The Senator 
[Mr. Ewrya] seems to suppose that the circulation 
of the notes of the banks of New York has been 
less extensive and less broadly diffused since the | 
establishment of the safety fund system, than be- 


| 


| trusted it wou 


reference to the documents, the gentleman would 
perceive that he was mistaken. How long they 
might remain exempted, he could not say; he 

i ld be long, but at present they were 
| exempt; their withers were unwrung. The call 


fore that time. He mistakes the fact. Mr. W. 
said he spoke from knowledge when he asserted | 
that from about one year after the establishment | 
of that system, the public confidence had increased | 
greatly as to the security of the notes of the safe- | 
ty fund banks, and that the circulation of those 
notes out of, and beyond, the limits of the State j 
had been two or three times as great as at any 
former period. Yes, sir, they flew over into the 
territory of the Senator’s own State, and even | 
beyond it. He (Mr. W.) had himself known | 
instances where remittances had been directed to be | 
made to Kentucky, in the notes of the safety fund 
banks, when the notes of the other banks of the | 
State, entirely solvent, but not subject to the safe- | 
ty fund law, would not be received. 
At first (said Mr. W.) fears were entertained, 
The banks were fearful, and the bankers and poli- | 
ticians wrote and spoke against the plan, but time | 
soon convinced all that the system was most valu- | 
able. The most experienced bankers of the State | 
yielded their assent to it, and the old banks came | 
in and took new charters subject to the law. He | 
did not feel disposed to insti | 
tween the science and skill and prudence and suc- 
cess of the bankers of his State, and those of other | 
States, but he was willing that their history, from | 
the institution of banks in the State to the present 
time, should be examined, and he believed they 


‘| zens wanted to swe 


+; there was no cry 
| the meeting in 


|. knew the individ 


tute a comparison be- |: 


| for the meetings in Savannah and Augusta, was 
| for the purpose of deliberating upon the distress of 
the country, and to express their opinions that the 
bank ought to be rechartered. In Savannah there 
| were some cries of pressure, because certain citi- 

Il the voice of distress; but they 
own by an immense majority, and | 
from Savannah now. As regarded 
Augusta, a memorial and resolu- 
tions were prepared, but there was not a syllable 
in them about distress there. They knew better. | 
i The journals published there, the one containing | 
i these proceedings, show the prices of produce and 
| of public stocks to be unaffected. They desir 
‘that the bank may be rechartered—they ask not 
that the deposites may be restored; but restore the 
| deposites and recharter the bank. [Mr. F. here 
: read a passage from the Augusta memorial.] He 
uals; they were highly respectable 
They 


i 


| were voted d 


: men—merchants and members of the bar. 


| were friends of the Bank of the United States; | 


! they thought it a necessary and useful institution, : 
‘and wished to promote its recharter. 

| "The gentleman from Kentucky had referred to 2 
ared and signed by 
f Philadelphia, who 


| certain document lately prep 
: several respectable citizens o 
: came here as the representa 
| sand citizens of that city, for the 


: purpose of ob- 
| taining relief for their distresses, an 


d to report the 


tives of some ten thou- | 


result of their labors. ` And Mr, F. thought he 
would be very much wanting in respect to those 
gentlemen if he did not say that they got what they 
wanted, and they went away. when they obtained 
it. Did they expect that any representation from 
citizens of Philadelphia would make any impres- 
sion upon the firm convictions of the President? 
They did not come from the proper quarter, nor. 
from the proper persons, because they were not 
without bias and interest. Would any one say 
that there was a man in Philadelphia who was a 
safe judge of the true policy on this subject? Every 
expenditure made in Philadelphia was for its ben- 
efit; all her citizens were deeply interested in it, 
and it was as much as his patriotism was worth 
for any man to resist an application for a recharter 
of the bank. The gentleman from Kentucky places 
great reliance upon the remarks of the President of 
| the United States, made to the Philadelphia com- 
mittee; but he (Mr. F.) thought they ought to be 
taken with many grains of allowance. They did 
not state the words of the President, but the sub- 
stance of what he said in along conversation. But 
it was said the gentlemen were not political parti- 
sans. Now, he(Mr. F.) knew the gentleman who 
was chairman of the meeting, and he was a most 
| bitter, ‘“‘ rantancorous ’’ politician. [ecame here 
| to get friends, and went back to make enemies 
against the President of the United States. He 
was, perhaps, successful in the first, but whether 
he would succeed in the second operation remained 
yet to be seen. He hoped hewouldnot. Mr. F. 
gaid he had desired to make some further remarks, 
but as this debate had sprung up on a memorial 
from Louisville, he was really ashamed to do it, 

Some further brief remarks were made by Mr. 
CLAYTON, Mr. WEBSTER, and Mr. FOR- 
| SYTH. ` 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Frangen, their Clerk, stating 
that the Speaker had signed the bill which had 
passed both Houses making appropriation for the 
payment of pensioners, X 

On motion of Mr. EWING, the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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Mr. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Thomas F. Townsley. 

Mr. McKINLEY, a bill for the relief of L. H. 
Bates and W. Lacon; which were severally read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. FOOT, a bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue a register for the brig À mer- 
ican, of Savannah; which was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Mar- 
DIS, VIZ! 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
| Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law the contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. 

Mr. CLOWNEY, who had the floor from the 
previous day, rose and said, that the resolution 
offered by the member from Alabama, and the 
arguments adduced by him in support of it, ap- 
peared to be predicated on the assumption that the 
public deposites would not be restored to the 
Bank of the United States. If he was satisfied 
that the honorable member was correct in that as- 
| sumption, he raust agree with him in considering 
i that some such resolution would be expedient. 
He, however, could not concur in this, and he did 
not think that the recent votes of the House, re- 
ferring the subject to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, afforded a just criterion to entitle him to 
| pronounce that the question of restoration was 
thereby finally decided. He regarded, therefore, 
resolution as altogether premature; 
lad it was brought forward, because 
las ta others so disposed, an 
r views before the ques- 
for general discussion, 


i 
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onthe report.to be presented by the committee. 
fle considered the present resolution, in substance, | 
the same as that submitted by his colleague, [Mr. | 
McDurris,] the future disposition of the deposites 
being the ol ect. of both—one being to restore them 
to the bank, the other to place them in the State 
banks. 

After the display of learning, talents, and re- 
search, that had already been displayed on the 
subject, he had not the vanity to suppose that he 
could offer anything new to the House in the shape | 

_ ofargument, or by which he could hope to influence 
aby member. But it was due to his constituents | 
that he should exercise his privilege of addressing ‘| 
them; and in the peculiar situation in which he | 
was placed, as arguments had been given, by | 
which the question of restoring the deposites and {| 
that of rechartering the bank were identified, he, |] 
being opposed to the recharter of the bank, yet, | 
strange as it might seem, opposed to the removal | 
of the deposites, there was a necessity imposed 
upon him to explain his reasons for what appeared 
to be inconsistency. He was ata loss to conceive | 
why questions so different in themselves should 
be thus associated together; for the principal ob- | 
` jections that had been urged against the bank were | 
on account of its unconstitutionality, and its ca- j 
pacity, by the great pecuniary powers which it; 
pössessed, to destroy the institutions of the coun- 
try. Those who were honest in opposing the bank 
on these grounds could not abandon their opinion. 
He found that these objections were principally | 
what was urged in the several memorials, and in! 
the reasons presented by the Secretary of the Í 
Treasury in his justification for the removal of the | 
deposites. They were also urged by the Presi- 

dent of the United States as the great grounds | 
upon which he predicated the exercise of the veto 
power by him upon the bill passed to recharter the 
ank, and they were the great objections on the | 
part of the people. They could not be removed 
y any argument of expediency. He could not 
coincide in the opinion that the two questions 
were the same, and he asked if it was not for the 
purpose of alarming the fears of those who were 
opposed to the bank, on grounds of unconstitu- 
tionality, and who might be induced to dread that 
if they lent their aid to effect the restoration of the 
deposites, it might be the means of rechartering 
the bank. He avowed that he was opposed to the 
establishment of all banks by the power of Con- 
gress, unless there should be such an amendment 
made to the Constitution as would obviate his | 
objections on this score. He had no fears as to | 
the great danger to be incurred by the present | 
bank enslaving the Government. The manner in | 
which it had been hitherto conducted, and the} 
services it had rendered in correcting a spurious || 
paper currency, and acting as the public fiscal ; 
agent faithfully; forbade him to entertain such an ‘| 
opinion; and in his opinion, entitled the bank to '! 
have strong claims on the gratitude of the country. ; 
The fears of what the bank might do, had been Í 
urged in argument from what it had done; but this |} 
could have no effect upon him now; and although |! 
he would have been unwilling to commit such ; 
powers originally, yet he saw nothing to dread in |i 
making a restoration for the remainder of the time | 
that was given by the charter, of which the bank | 
had been so unjustly deprived. He regarded the | 
act of removal so much an act of executive usurp- ' 
ation, that, although if the question of bank or no | 
bank was brought up, he would say no bank, yet |! 
he, at the same time, would vote for the restora- | 
tion of the deposites. He could not assent to any | 
action being justified by the doctrine of expediency, | 
at the expense of principle. He could notdo evil | 
that good may come from it, and felt that such a | 
doctrine was mischievous in its effects, and more i 
properly belonged to tyrants and persecutors, By.: 
them it was ever used—by all who found courtly || 
morality convenient to practice, It was resorted ; 
to by the Inquisitions, to justify the cruelties they ; 
inflicted, and, according to Paley, it wasa doctrine, | 
the adoption of which must involve the world in | 
confusion, and put an end to all society—who, |; 
being therefore bound to avoid the evils it must | 
produce, ought to adhere rigidly to principle, || 

leaving consequences to God. He would act so; i 

for in voting upon this question, he was not ac- | 
tuated by any feelings of personal hostility, nor | 
was he so drilled in the schemes of any party as | 


to oppose the measure that would be submitted, 
or do fealty to any individual, right or wrong. 
And although he would acknowledge he saw in 


| the acts of the President much to admire; that he 


considered the veto power had been judiciously 
exercised by him to check legislative usurpation, 


he would vote for the restoration of the deposites, | 


because, in this instance, he believed that the 
authority claimed to do the act was.not confided to 
him by law, and the exercise of it was dangerous 
to the Constitution. Before he would proceed to 
consider the arguments, he felt bound to remark, 
as to what was said on the opposition to the 
measure having its origin in a coalition between 
two distinguished individuals, that it arose from 
a conspiracy between them to rise to power on 
the ruins of the present Administration. 
desired to know upon what evidence this charge 
was made. 9 
What evidence was there to justify the opinion 
that all resistance to usurpation was only to gratify 
disappointed ambition? Was there not in this 
conspiracy to be found included all who were in 
favor of the restoration, one half the members, and 
the majority of the Senate, amongst them many 
who had grown gray in the service of the public, 
and whose patriotism had not even been suspected ? 
It was not, however, his purpose to retort, or to 
defend those with whom he intended to act. The 
public services of these persons had already secured 
those to whom he alluded a glorious immortality in 
the affectionate remembrance of the country. He 
would not speak on one side and vote upon another. 
He could not exhaust his strength combating the 
arguments of those who were enlisted with him 
on the same side. He would not, he trusted, be 
reduced to come forward with an apology for the 
strangeness of such conduct, or have the modesty 
to state in the face of the House that of all those 


who acted with him I am alone honest, pure, and | 


disinterested—] alone consult the public good, 
whilst others only consult their selfish aggrandize- 
ment; and, above all, 1 hope (said Mr. C.) that I 
may not be reduced in the course of my argument 
to attest my attachment to the President by offer- 
ing prayers for the success of his Administration; 
that my speech, when it goes home to my constitu- 
ents, will not leave open to any question of doubt 
whether the glory of that Administration ranks 
higher in my estimation than the great principle 
of Executive usurpation which is involved in the 
question of the deposites. , Mr. C. did not feel it 
necessary to go into the arguments upon the rea- 
sons submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury; 
for, on-examining the proceedings of the Commit- 
tee of the House, he could not find there was any 
new fact of which the House was not in posses- 
sion, when, bya large majority, they resolved that 
the deposites were perfectly safe. He held that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had no powers vested 
in him but such as related to the safety, the dis- 
bursement of the public money, and generally 


whether the bank had performed the duties which | 


were assigned to it. His reasons, therefore, sunk 
into insignificance when compared with the prin- 
ciple involved in the act of removal and the argu- 
ments urged in its support. The removal, although 
conceded to have been the act of the Secretary, was 
not denied to have originated with the President. 
In jusufication of this act some alarming doctrines, 
were advanced. It was contended that the Execu- 
tive department was not only Executive as organ- 
ized, but it was not in the power of Congress to 
interfere; that any law rendering the Secretary 
independent of the Executive would be a violation 
of the Constitution; so that it would follow, from 
many of the arguments, that many officers ap- 
pointed by the President hereafter may execute 
their office independent of him. But were not 
such opinions adverse to the doctrines entertained, 
or that should be entertained of a republican Gov- 
ernment? They were sufficient to induce him to 
vote against any measure that they were brought 
forward to support. The exiraordinary power 
claimed for the Executive was attempted to be 
deduced from that part of the Constitution which 
enjoined on the President the duty of seeing thelaws 
faithfully executed; but in opposition to this, he 
would contend that the President had no preroga- 
tive except what was expressly granted by the law 
or the Constitution. He would also contend that 
Congress had the power to create offices over 


But he} 


i which the President had no power by law or the 
: Constitution. He contended further, that Con- 
gress had ‘the right to define the duties of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury as to the public money, of 
‘which they alone had the control, and that the 
: President had no right to interfere with his per- 
formance of such duties; that the President had no. 
' constitutional power except to nominate and ap- 
; point, by and with the consent of the Senate, for 
: the sole power of removal was not given by the 
- Constitution; it was a mere veto power, used 
: under the provisions of a law passed by the first 
| Congress, and which, at the pleasure of Congress, 
might be again abolished or repealed. 
if they wanted to know what were the Execu-’ 
tive departments, the Constitution, not Johnson’a 
Dictionary, must be referred to. In that instru- 
i ment, the three departments were particularly de- 
| fined, with the power that pertained to each. They 
: would, also, there find the definition of the term 
| “executive.” Mr. C. read the clause conferring 
; powers on the President, from which he argued 
: that although he might claim full control over the 
: Army, the Navy, and State -Departments—they 
: being, from the nature of their duties, as well ag 
‘from their title, executive—and over which he 
i might safely rest his claim to control them by his 
i mere authority, yet, when he claimed to exercise 
! 


the same power over officers whose duties were 
not connected with him, he must look elsewhere 
than to that which gave to Congress, and Con- 
' gress alone, full power over the public purse, and 
_in support of his views he would state, that Con- 
_ gress had the power.to have declared, if they had 
i deemed it necessary—the Treasury Department 
, as Independent of the President as they had made 
the judiciary, or any other. He contended that 
_ it was established originally by the Congress, with 
that object; which was evidenced by the circum- 
stance, that there was no power granted the Presi- 
dent, as was given expressly over the other 
departments, except where the lines occurred, 
which gave the power “to remove from office.” 
Mr. C. gave way, before he had concluded, to 
Mr. CLAY, who moved that the House should 
: proceed to the orders of the day. 5 
| The SPEAKER presented a communication 
| from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report 
i from the Topographical Bureau. Referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 
| The SPEAKER also presented a communica- 
| tion from the Se@etary of the Treasury, transmit- 
; ting an answer to a resolution of the House on the 
subject of the violation of the revenue laws by the 
| evasion of the duties on imported lead. Referred 
| to the Committee on Manufactures. 
The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
: making appropriations for the Indian department 
! for the year 1834. 
/ Mr. McKAY moved the recommitment of the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
‘the Union. ` 
| After some remarks from Messrs. POLK, 
: COULTER, HAWES, SEVIER, McKINLEY, 
i HORACE EVERETT, McKAY, FILLMORE, 
' MERCER, WILLIAMS, VINTON, CAMBRE- 
. LENG, BEARDSLEY, and WILDE — 
_ The question was taken on the motion to re- 
: commit the bill, and decided in the affirmative, 
yeas 106, nays 101. 
On motion, the House then adjourned 


IN SENATE. ` 
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Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Peter C. 
: Phillips; and, on his motion, the’report accom- 
: panying it was ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Isaac 
i Folier, of Boston; which was referred to the Com- 
; mittee on Commerce; and the petition of Marion 
| Baldwin; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Naval Affaits. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of all 
the banks of New Bedford, Massachusetts; i 

Of three hundred and three inhabitants of War- 
ren county, New York; 

Of eight hundred and sixty-six citizensof North- 
ampton county, Pennsylvania; 


* 


read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsyl- 
vania, in favor of the restoration of the deposites; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Indiana, praying that 
Congress would pass a law compensating persons 

. who lost horses in the recent campaigns with the 


Indians; which were referred to the Committee | 


on the Judiciary. 

Also, the joint resolutions of the same Legisla- 
turé, stating the sparseness of the population of 
the Wabash country in the neighborhood of Lau- 
renceburg; attributing it to the difficulties of inter- 
course, and praying aid in constructing a railroad; 


which resolutions were referred to the Committee 


on Roads and Canals. 
Also, another resolution of the same Legisla- 


ture, of a similar character of that first presented, || of the Treasury to deposite the public moneys of 


on the subject of compensation for loss of horses; 
which had the same reference as the former. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of Ste- || 
phen G. Rollins; which was referred to the Com- | 


rnittee on Finance; and the petition of Elizabeth 
Josiah; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented the petition of James 
Thomas; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BLACK presented the petition of the heirs 
of John George, deceased; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BLACK asked that the petition of William 
Borax, which was not acted on at the last session, 


might be again referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NAUDALN, from the Committee-on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration df the petition of Asher 
Homer, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of James Rinker, surviving 
partner of Bailey & Rinker; which was agreed to. 

Mt. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Aaron 
Fitzgerald. 

Mr. TYLER presented a memorial of a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of Wheeling, Virginia, pray- 
ing for the restoration of the deposites, and the 
recharter of the Bank of the United States. 

Also, a memorial from a number of the citizens 
of Norfolk, Virginia, praying the restoration of 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which memorials were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie on the table one day; the consideration of them 
at this time being objected to, that of Mr. Wes- 
ster by Mr, Poinnexter, and that of Mr. Por- 
DEXTER by Mr. Hiu- 

By Mr. WEBSTER: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before the Senate the monthly returns of the 
Bank of the United States, from August, 1833, to 
February, 1834, inclusive. 

By Mr. POINDEXTER: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


directed to communicate to the Senate copies of 
any order or Treasury draft, which may have been 
given by that department for the removal of the 
deposites of the public money from the Planters’ 
Bank at Natchez, specifying the amount of the 
deposites; the bank or banks to which said money 
13 removed, or intended to be removed; whether 
the same is required for the public service at the 
place to which it is so transferred, or intended to 
be transferred; and if not, for what other purpose 

.the said deposites are directed to be withdrawn 
from said bank. And, also, that he transmit 
copies of any letters which may have passed be- 
tween any oflicer of the Treasury Department and 
the president of said bank on this subject. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 


| The Senate continued in secret session to a very 
i late hour. When the doors were opened, it had | 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 27, 1834. 


i John Jordan and the legal representatives of Vin- 
| cent Fisher. 


William Piatt. 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT, a bill to provide 
for the appointment of agents and sub-agents of 
Indian affairs and interpreters. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITES, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
| following resolution offered by Mr. Marois: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


| diency of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary 


the United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
| to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
| the same. 

Mr. CLOWNEY resumed his remarks. He 
contended that the powers of the Secretary of the 
| Treasury related exclusively to the legislative 
department of the Government, over which the 


Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill for the relief of ii 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, a bill for the relief of |; 


| 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


i 


President had no control. On the other side, the 
power to remove was considered as incidental to! 
| the power to appoint. Such an idea had never į 
entered the head of a single member of the illus- 
trious body which framed our Constitution. The 
question as to the power of removal was not agi- | 
tated in the convention. 


i the Constitution, and so reasonable and just in 


sir, it was either not considered at all, or it was, 
at that time, thought that the term of office was 
sufficiently restricted by the power of imneachment. 

Mr. C. read some passages from the 77th number 
i of the Federalist, in which the doctrine of removal 
was laid down. In the first Congress which as- 
| sembled under the Constitution, the question was, 
for the first time, seriously agitated. The sole 
power of removal was not then considered ag 


question, many members of Congress who had 


against each other. Messrs. Madison and Mat- 
thews maintained the existence of the power, and | 
Messrs. Gerry and Sherman denied it. The ex- < 
istence of the power was, after debate, finally | 
affirmed by the [louse of Representatives. The | 


the question was decided in favor of the present | 
| construction, by the casting vote of the Vice Pres- | 

ident. Thus it appears that the advocates of con- | 
solidation, in the first Congress, by a majority of | 


the Senate, gave to the Constitution, then fresh | 


adopted it, had contemplated and designed, and 
clothed the President with powers which Alexan- 


if 
t 
ì 


j 


act of legislation the authority of the Constitution, 


|! Congress inserted in the acts organizing the de- į 
artments, the words “aad when removed from | 


ffice, &c., another officer shall, for the time being, 


i! discharge the duties of the office.” Against the 


power, it was contended that it would be liable to 
: great abuse, and would render the officers of the 


he advocates of the construction, that the abuse 
f power by the President cf the United States 
would render him liable to impeachment and re- 
moval from office. 


r Why not? Because it j 
| was so clearly incidental to the powers granted in |; 


; itself, that it was deemed unworthy ofnotice? No, | 


vested in the President, and we find that, on this |} 


| been members of the convention, were arrayed ! 


| Senate was equally divided upon the question, and |! 


i 
Vy 
| 


twelve votes in the House, and a casting vote in || 


: from the hands of the people, a different form from |! 
that which those who framed, and those who |; 


| 
der Hamilton, with all his prejudice in favor of a į 
strong government, acknowledges that the States | 
would never have assented to. To give this first | if t ) 
i; and Canals, authorizing theconstruction ofa bridge 

‘| over the Potomac, and repealing all previous acts 

| 


Government dependent on the whim and caprice | 
fa single individual. This objection was met by | 


Here Mr. C. read and com- į! 


‘ 
i 
i 


! acting under the laws of a sovereign State. 


sidered as constitutional exceptions to the general 
power of the President to control all officers. But 
he asked gentlemen to point out the general grant 
of power to which there were exceptions. It was 
not to be found. If, then, the power could not, ag 
he contended, be derived from the power to ap- 
point, and was not granted expressly by the Con- 


| stitution, whence do gentlemen derive the power ? 


The last ground on which they rest the construc- 


| tion for which they contend, is the clause of the 


Constitution which provides that the President 


shall “take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
f cuted.” 


To the misconstruction of this clause 
was to be traced every act of executive usurpation 
of which we had cause to complain, It was con- 
strued and acted upon as a distinet grant of power, 
clothing the President with authority above the 
laws, instead of requiring him to adhere to, and 
direct the execution of the laws. In virtue of thia 
construction, we had seen a President send an 
armed force into the heart of a sovereign State, to 
compel her to relinquish her rights over a large 
part of her soil, It was honorable to the then 
Executive that he either abandoned his construc- 
tion or waived his claim—and peace and the sover- 
eign rights of a State were preserved. But scarcely 
had the apprehensions of the people become qniet- 
ed, than they werealarmed again, bya thundering 
proclamation emanating from the President, and ` 
directed against the Jaws which a sovereign State, 
in its legislative character, had passed. Under the 
same specious pretexts, we have seen the ministers 
of the law and public justice rudely thrust aside, 
and the Army of the United States substituted as 
the ministers of an Executive measure. Ina time 
of profound peace, we had seen the arms of a paid 
soldiery turned against peaceful citizens, who vee 
l: 

this had been done upon no other authority than 
this construction. It was true that one of the acts 
was, at the modest request of the President, legal- 
ized by the force bill; an act which Mr. ©, said 
was already recorded in blood, and threatened the 
entire subversion of the liberties of the country. 
Tor power to call out the militia to execute the 
laws, suppress insurrection, &c., the Président was 
indebted, as Mr. C. contended, not to the Constitu- 
tion, but to law. His power over the Secretary 
of the Treasury, he went on to argue, stood on 
the same footing with his power over the militia. 

[Here the hour having expired, Mr. CLOW- 
NEY yielded the floor, without concluding, and 
the Elouse proceeded to the order of the day.] 

Mr. CamrgeLL, a Representative from South 
Carolina, elected in the place of Mr. SINGLETON, 
deceased, appeared, was qualified, and took hia 
seat. ` 
POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


On motion of Mr. MERCER, the House took 
up the bill reported froin the Committee on Roads 


on the subject. 

The SPEAKER stated that there were two 
propositions pending in reference to the bill; one 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and another to refer it to the 
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Here? 


rlation was made.. Tie question was of reference 
as to this bill. Asa member of the Committee for 
the District, he had no desire to have it sent there, 
if it ought not in strict right tobe sent there. The 
principle reason that induced him to desire it to be 
gent there was, that there were various other sub- 
_jects before that committee which were connected 
with theconstruction of the bridge, and upon which 
all action by the committee was necessarily sus- 
pended. That committee had jurisdiction over all 
matters in relation to the District, and it was due 
to-them, as all other bills making appropriations 
had originated there, as well as due to the people 
of the District, to have the subject sent where they 
could be heard. 

Mr. RENCHER considered, as the Committee 
on Roads and Canals had, after much laborious 
exertion, and in the faithful discharge of their du- 
ties, examined into this subject, made their report, 
and presented a bill in conformity to it, that the 
objections raised to their jurisdiction over the sub- 
ject came too late. He considered that the claims 
of the Committee for the District to exclusive juris- 
diction ought only to have reference to such mat- 
ters as were merely of a local nature. 

Mr. CHAMBERS remarked, that the subject 
wasin such a shape before them, that it was mani- 
fest there ought to be immediate action upon it. As 
the House were in possession of information ne- 
cessary for them to have thataction, it was surely 
immaterial to them from what committee the in- 
formation came to them. There was a greater 
question involved than a contest between two 
committees for jurisdiction: whether the Secretary 
of the Treasury had the right to make contracts 
involving the expenditure of large sums; and this 
ought to induce the House not to refer the subject a 
second time, but act upon it. 

Mr. FILLMORE advocated the claims of the 
Committee of the District to have this subject 
referred to them, and he considered that it was 
unreasonable to suppose thatthis committee would 
not be as much disposed to check extravagance as 
any othercommittee. Without, therefore, wishing 
to detract from the intelligence, patriotism, and 
purity of conduct, which the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, and the other mem- 
bers of that committee acted, it was only fair to 
suppose, that if the subject was sent to the Com- 
miltee on the District, they would act up to their 
economical views, and having an opportunity to 
examine witnesses, from their testimony, have 
new light thrown upon the subject. 

Mr. FOOT expressed some surprise ata discus- 
sion which seemed to him to be so unnecessary. 
He- asked, what was the object of rules for the 
regulation of their proceeding, if, when a sub- 
ject of this kind came up, was regularly referred 
to a standing committee, and by them reported 
upon, the bill they reported was not to be acted 
upon? 

Mr. STODDERT said, that the Committee on 
the District intended to have called upon the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for information to enable 
them to act upon this subject, when they were 
ahticipated by the chairman of tlte Committee on 
Roads and Canals. They had various matters 
before them connected with this, which prevented 
the committee from coming to a definite conclu- 
sion what should be done with them. He con- 
tended that this subject should now be referred to 
that committee, as, amongst others, there was a 
memorial referred to them from Alexandria, pray- 
ing Congress for additional aid to construct an 
aqueduct over the Potomac; and the committee, 
in considering the two subjects, might combine 
them, and thus effect a saving of $20,000 and up- 
wards, This could not be done if the present bill 
was put into effect, as the bridge was directed to 
be constructed on the old site. 

Mr. WILLIAMS advocated the reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the siate of the Union, 
as he considered it would bea most unprecedented 
course, at a time when the very object of a refer- 
ence was attained, to change it by sending the 
subject back to another committee. It was nota 


at 


respectful course towards the Committee on Roads 
and Canals; and if there was any objectionable 
matter found inthe bill, wheo it was in Committee 
of the Whole, that was the time and place to con- 
sider the necessity of a reference to the Committe e 
on the: District. . 

Mr. McKENNAN disclaimed having any in- 
tention of showing any disrespect, or of throwing 
any reflection on the Committee on Roads and 
Canals in advocating a reference to another com- 
mittee; but, as he considered this altogether a 
question of jurisdiction, it was clear that the Com- 
mittee on the District ought to have the subject 
referred -to it. The practice has been, he con- 
tended, uniformly, to send all bills making appro- 
priations for the District to it; even one making 
appropriations for clearing obstructions in the 
Potomac was so referred; and he therefore appre- 
hended the question of jurisdiction was thereby 


in the sum appropriated by the present bill. 

Mr. WARDWELL adverted to the proceed- 
| ings by which, on the motion of Mr. MERCER, 
the chairman of the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
cated’ to the House all the facts in relation to the’ 


or without objection on the part of the Committee 
on the District. 
Mr. CHINN rose to correct this statement; he 


‘from the chairman that his o 
the cost of the bridge. 

Mr. WARDWELL resumed, and contended 
| that there was nothing in the reference, then, 
| which should be deemed giving that committee an 
| authority to do more than that. They had, never- 
| theless, taken upon themselves to report a bill for 
the construetion of the bridge. He considered 
this was a subject which ought to be peculiarly 
under. the cognizance of the Committee on the 
| District. 

Mr. STEWART remarked, that it was not so 
material to what committee the question properly 
belonged; for as the bill had been reported to the 
Fouse on the subject, it was competent for any 
| member of the Committee on the District to move 
any amendment or alteration he wished, when the 
bill should be in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. There was one subject, how- 
ever, which he wished to state, that the House 
might see the necessity that existed of acting 
promptly upon the bill. The House were doubt- 
less aware that the President had various prop- 
ositions submitted to him for the construction of 
the bridge; that a contract was entered into, 
which was given up, and finally that a proposi- 
tion was made by Mr. Dibble, and accepted of; 
although the contract with him was not formally 
executed, yet he was told to go on, collect his 
materials, &c., for it. The previous evening Mr. 
D. called upon him and stated, that in conse- 
quence of this intimation he had gone on making 
purchases to the extent of $120,000, and that he 
would go on further. 
important that the House should come to some 
decision; either to rescind this contract, or pass 
some law upon the subject? While we were 
going on discussing the propriety of a reference to 
one committee or another, Mr. Dibble would be 
going on with his purchases, and the House would 
be hereafter called upon to indemnify him. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said, from what had occurred 
it was evident there was more than met the eye in 
the zeal displayed to get this subject from one 
| committee to another. That the President of the 
| United States had, on the faith of a bill making an 
i appropriation of $200,000 for the construction of 
| this bridge, pledged the faith of the nation for a 
| mach larger amount. If there was any design to 
| have this act ratified, he would say the House 
| were called upon, by regard for their own legisla- 


bject was to ascertain 


tive rights, not to give it countenance by referring 
it a second time. 


Mr. WAYNE said, if the facts were as sup- 


posed by the honorable member from South Car- 
olina, the House would be indebted to him for the 


settled. Although a member of the committee, | 
he was not prepared to say what conclusion ha į 
would come toin regard to this appropriation; for | 
there might bea further reduction found necessary į 


contracts that were proposed for the erection of į 
the bridge, and said that the matter was referred | 
to that committee almost without consideration, | 


as it not, therefore, ! 


had consented to the reference, having understood |: 


i quent reflection. 


were, when made, supposed to be founded K 


truth, they were nevertheless not so. Mr. W. 
here referred to the report from the Secretary ofthe 
Treasury on the subject, by which it appeared 
that he stated there was nothing contemplated to 
be done by the President, unless with the consent 
of the House; and although Mr. Dibble might 
have gone on purchasing, yet he did soat his own 
risk. 

After a few further remarks from Mr. STEW- 
ART, Mr. MERCER, and Mr. CHINN, in ex- 
planation— i 

The question on referring the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was put, and it prevailed—ayes 163, noes not 
counted. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill reported from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, ‘* to provide for,the settlement of 
certain revolutionary claims.’’ 

Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, thanked the 
House for having kindly deferred, on the sugges- 
tion of his indisposition, the consideration of the 
bill which has just been read, and he felt under 
particular obligations for the generous courtesy 
manifested on that occasion by the gentleman from 
Virginia, a friend of the bill, upon his right, [Mr. 
Mason.] He had expressed, the other day, when 
moving the postponement of the bill, his convic- 
tion, that it had been passed to a third reading 
without having received all the consideration due 
to its importance. That conviction had been 
strengthened by further examination and subse- 
Nothing, however, but a sense 


of wl at he conceived to be his duty, as an humble 
| member of that body, could have induced him to 


arrest its progress then, or now to ask fora few 


| moments the indulgence of the House. Heshould 
! be brief in his remarks, having nothing to say for 


political effect or for home consumption; but, 
with the opinions he entertained of the bill, he 
should do*injustice to himself did he permit it to 
pass, sub silentio, feeble and unavailing as his voice 
might prove. He had hoped that its importance, 
and the new order of things to be had under it, 


| would have called up some gentleman whose ex- 


perience and whose reputation might have insured 
general attention. He had waited to the last mo- 
ment, and waited in vain; and now, upon its pas- 
sage, he called upon gentlemen to pause before 
they proceed to provide, by presumption, for satia- 
fying claims of any character, from any quarter. 

Mr. P. said, he was not insensible of the 
advantages with which the bill now under con- - 
sideration came before the House. It came, as he 
understood, with the unanimous approbation of a 
committee entitled to the most entire respect, and 
it related to services the very mention of which 
moved our pride and our gratitude. They were 
services beyond all praise, and above all price. 
He spoke of the revolutionary services generally. 
Bat while warm and glowing with the glorious 
recollections which a recurrence to that period 
never fails to awaken; while we cherish with affec- 
tion and reverence the memory of the brave men 
of that day, now no more; while we would grant, 
most cheerfully grant, to their heirs all that is justly 
due; and while we do extend to those who still 
survive our grateful thanks, and our treasure also, 
he trusted we should not in the full impulse of 
generous feeling, disregard what was due from the 
gentlemen composing this House as the descend- 
ants of such men. 

What, then, sir, (said Mr. P.,) are the objects to 
be answered by the bill, and what are its provis- 
ions? The general object is plainly and briefly 
stated in the introduction of the committee’sreport. 
They say: 

‘‘Finding many petitions before them asking 
‘ the commutation of five years’ full pay, promised 
‘by the resolution of Congress of the 22d of March, 
‘1783, to certain officers of the revolutionary army, 
‘they have been induced, by several considera- 
‘ tions, to present to the House a bill the object of 
‘ which is to remove these and some other similar 
‘claims from the action of the committee and of 
‘ Congress, and have them settled at the Treasury 
t Department,” 

Mr. P. would not be disposed, at any time, much 
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less was he disposed now, when so much was said | 
as to the tendency of power and patronage, and of 
responsibility to the Executive, to cast from us any 
duties which have been performed, or any respon- 
sibilities which have hitherto rested here, unless 
the reason for such transfer shall appear obvious 
and conclusive. 

it was more than fifty years since the passage of 
the resolution referred to by the committee as the 
foundation of commutation claims. The subject 
of making suitable provision for the officers of the 
army of the Revolution was one of the deepest and 
most intense interest, not only to the officers them- 

_gelves, but to the country generally, from 1778, 
’ down to the passage of the commutation resolve of 

1783. Mr. P. apprehended that individuals having 
substantial claims against the Government did not || 
often remain long in ignorance of the fact, and he 
was curious to know how it happened that these 
claims had slumbered during the whole of this pe- 
riod, Considering the frequency and earnestness || 
with which the subject was urged upon Congress 
by the Father of his country, and-the anxiety with 
which it was regarded by the officers themselves, 
it was not to bé presumed that any were so listless 
as to remain in the dark with regard to their own |! 
rights. In bis judgment, it was reasonable to sup- 
pose that the number of legal and just claims would 
by this time have been so far diminished as to 
Teave little for the action of Congress or of any de- |; 
partment. 

Since, however, that which might naturally 
have been expected to occur, seemed not to have 
obtained in this particular instance, he knew not | 
that he should have raised any serious objections 
to sending the claims to the Treasury Department, 
provided they were to go there relying upon their | 
merits, and depending for their allowance upon 
evidence, ordinarily required, of revolutionary ser- 
vices, and not upon presumptions. If the bill did 
not embrace the rules that are to be regarded as 
fixed principles, and to which he trusted he should 
be able to satisfy the House there were strong, if 
not insurmountable objections, it would still be | 
execptionable. He understood that it was not | 
formerly the practice of Congress to allow interest i| 
upon these claims, even where they were brought 
by satisfactory evidence within the provisions of | 
the resolution of 1783; and it struck him that a dif- 
ferent practice never should have obtained, except 
in caseg where the claimant furnished sufficient 
reasons for his delay, showing that it was attribu- 
table to no fault or negligence on his part. If cor- 
rect in this view, it would be clearly wrong to 
sanction the principle generally, as is provided by 
the third section of the bill. 

In speaking of what he considered to be the 
most objectionable features of the bill, Mr. P. said 
he should confine himself chiefly to its operation 
upon those who were entitled to half pay for life 
under the resolve of 1780, at the second important 
change in the arrangement of the army after its ‘| 
establishment. And to some portion of the history || 
of the subsequent action of Coagress upon the sub- 
ject, it might be proper for him to cali the attention 
of the House, By the resolution just referred to, 
those who were reduced by the arrangement which 
then took place, as well as those who served to the 
close of the war, were entitled to half pay for life. 
That this provision was made under very peculiar 
circumstances, was matter of history, and it was 
well known to all within the reach of his voice, that 
it was regarded with jealousy and dissatisfaction, 
both by the soldiers, who had behaved with equal 
valor and endured equal hardships, and by‘the citi- | 
zens generally. They regarded it as anti-republi- 
cun—they thought it setting up,in the then young 
republic, invidious distinctions, and establishing | 
for that generation, at least, a privileged and pen- | 
sioned class, inconsistent with the equal rights for į 
which they had been contending, and at variance 
with the genius and spirit of such a government as 
they hoped to see established and maintained. 

In March, 1783, a change was made; and what 
was the moving cause of that change? A memo- 
rial from the officers themselves. The preambie 
of the resolution recites that, “* Whereas, the offi- 
‘cers of the several lines, under the immediate 
‘command ofhis Excellency General Washington, | 


ted in an unfavorable light by the citizens of some 
‘of these States, who would prefer a compensation 
‘for a limited term of years or by a sum in gross, 
‘to an establishment for life,’ &c. To satisfy the 
memorialists and the country, five years’ full pay 
was granted, in lieu of half pay for life; and it is 
for this commutation that petitions are now pour- 
ing In upon you, and claims, arising under the 
resolution just referred to, and those, the adjust- 
ment of which the bill proposes to transfer to the 
Treasury Department, with rales of evidence, 
which might possibly facilitate, as the committee 
suppose the allowance of some just claims, but 
which will at the same time open a wide door for 
imposition and for the assertion of rights which 


may still be honesily urged by 
ceased officers. Sir, said Mr. P., is it not admitted, 
by the report, that this will be the operation to 
some extent? Speaking of these rules, the com- 
mittee say: 

‘It is possible that their universal application 
‘may lead to the allowance of some claims which 
‘do notcome strictly within the original terms; but 
‘this will be no new evil; and it is certain that if 
‘they are not applied many just claime must be 
‘ rejected for the want of technical proof.” 

To thecorrectness of this last clause he must be 
excused for withholding his assent. 

If evil has heretofore arisen, or is liable to arise, 
from application to the said rules of evidence, is 
that now to be used as an argument in favor of 
transferring duties from the House to one of the 
departments, and transferring them with instruc- 


the continuance of the evil? He trusted not. 


would it not be more wise to retain them here, 
where a spirit of liberality, and yet a sound dis- 
cretion, may be exercised in each particular case, 
according to its circumstances, than to give them 
a direction any where else accompanied by instruc- 
tions which it was admitted might lead, and which, 
in his humble judgment, would inevitably lead, to 
the acknowledgment of many unjust claims? 
` Again the committee say— 

‘*Tfthere is any apprehension that the principles 


‘that the tendency of legislation for individual 
‘while the effect of transferring them to another 


‘ably be to retain that basis essentially within the 
t limits fixed at the moment of transfer. If, there- 


‘that the principles asserted in the bill are more 
‘liberal than the present practice of Congress, it 
t may be considered certain that, in its continued 


| faction, they would soon be surpassed in liberal- 


(3 iiye 
That is, if we are acting upon too liberal prin- 


of others than longer to trust ourselves. 


| watchful of the interests of those whom they repre- 


| sent as they would be of their own, than we now 


are. Mr. P. said, however just this might be in 


li point of fact, he was not yet prepared to admit ìt as 
| a principle of action, and while no one would lend 
| his support more readily to any claim that might 
| come here sustained by proper evidence, he trusted 
i the correctness of such a proposition might never 


‘find support in any vote of his,  — — 
Speaking of the operation of the limitation acts, 
the committee say further: : 
«& Driven from the ordinary means of redress, in- 


t every case in which the claimant brings himself, 
“by proof, within the terms of the resolutions on 


‘did, by their late memorial transmitted by their | 
‘committee, represent to Congress, that the half 
t pay, granted by sundry resolutions, was regard- 


| «which the claim is founded, and has not been 
| Calready paid.” 


have no legal or equitable foundation, and which | 
the heirs of de- | 


tions binding the Secretary, and making certain |: 
IF i 
presumption and not evidence was to be the ground | 
i on which claims are to beallowed, in any instance, 


‘here declared are too liberal, it must be recollected | 
‘claims is constantly to enlarge the basis of right, | 


‘tribunal more judicial in its character, will prob- ; 


‘fore, it should be supposed, or even admitted, | 


ciples—too much upon presumption—we had better | 
at once send out these presumptions to be the guide : 
Why?i 
; Because “‘the tendency of legislation for individual | 
| claims is constantly to enlarge the basis of right;”’ 
| and we are in danger of being further from those 
| principles which should govern prudent legislators, 


‘ dividual claimants, from time to time, resorted to | 
: Congress for relief. Atfirstit may have been mat- || 
| ‘ter of consideration and ofserious question whether | 
i ‘relief should be afforded after the limitation had | 
‘expired, and the party was atleast held to account | 
‘ for his delay; but in the process of time it became, | 
“as itis now, a matter of course to grant relief in | te 
| been satisfied according to the provisions of the : 
i resolution of 1783, he confessed that the conclu- 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


ti 


il 


! a band bound together by 


| camp. 
|| incident of the exciting and eventful struggle 
|i through which they had just passed, must have 
| been fresh and vivid in the recollection of all; 
| nothing need then have been left to doubt, nothing 


Mr. P. trusted that wrong practice and prece- 
dent, founded in error, were not to be-regardéd ag ` 


a guide here. He solemnly believed that if pre- 


j cedent and practice were to be relied upon, gen- 
i lemen might readily find justification for going 


almost any length in any direction. : 

In the case before the House, it was.so exceed= 
ingly probable, that all claims founded in: right 
were adjusted, and so fallible and uncertain was 
human, testimony, after a lapse of fifty years, that 
he had no hesitation in. declaring it as his firm 
conviction that the former course was the proper 
one; and that applicants, who came in after the 
extension act of 1792, should always have been 
held to account for their delay. lt was not, of 
course, intended to give commutation to those, or 
the heirs of those, who received certificates in 1784, 
or who have, at any time since, under any circum- 
stances, received commutation. A 

Before, then, examining more particularly the 
presumptions which this bill directs the Secretary 
to assume, let us consider, fora moment, what are 
the natural presumptions in the case. The com- 
mutation, provided for by the resolution of 1783, 
was originally directed to be adjusted by commis- 
sioners or other accounting officers, appointed by- 
Congress; and it was supposed that certificates 
were almost universally granted in 1724. Why ` 
should it not have been so? They were ready 
upon application, and the production of the proper 
evidence; and he put it to the House whether the 
provisions of that resolution, and the rights. accru- 
ing under it, considering the circumstances under 
which it was passed, upon the application of the 
officers themselves, must not have been known to 
every officer living within the limits of the United 
States. Mr.P. thought it utterly incredible thatit 
should have been otherwise. Whenever there had 
been any action upon the subject of pensions, in 
latter times, what period had elapsed before that 
action, whether favorable or unfavorable, and al- 
most every particular attending it, had, through one 
channel or another reached the humble dwelling 
of every survivor of that noble band. But upon 
the supposition of their remote situation from the 
accounting officers, some might, by possibility, 
have-been precluded from obtaining their rights, 


j an act was passed on the 27th of March, 1792, sus- 


pending the operation of the limitation acts for two 
years, and, under this extension, remaining claims, 
or such as were presented, were adjusted at the 
‘Treasury Department, by what were then termed 
certificates of registered debt. Again, he inquired 
whether it was within the bounds of. reasonable 


| probability that any claims were held up after this. 


period, if they were ever intended to be enforced ? 
Sir, (satd Mr. P..) itisto beremembered that during 
all this time, it was not as it unfortunately now 
is. There were hosts of living witnesses among 
the officers with whom the claimants served, and 
the soldiers whom they commanded. Nor ia the 
advantage which the officer had, from his position 
over the private soldier, of proving every particu- 
Jar connected with his service, and its duration, to 
be overlooked. Men engaged in the same great 
cause, and serving in the same camp, were no 
strangers to each other; never, perhaps, was there 
2 such ties of affection, 
intimacy and confidence. Genius and honor and 
unshaken valor then went hand in hand, and were 


At the period of which he spoke, every 


to presumption. But this is not all. From 1794 
down to this hour, there had been the same oppor- 
tunity to obtain equitable rights, by application to 
Congress, that. exists at present. . 
With these facts before us, (said Mr. P:,) if the 
natural presumption be not that all just claims have 


sions at which he had. arrived 


were singularly 
erroneous. : 
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The House had nothing to do with the question 
_of the value of the certificates; they were, without 
doubt, nearly valueless in the hands of a large por- 
tion Of the original holders. This subject was 
moat satisfactorily discussed in the able and elabo- 


rate reports made to both Houses, at the first ses-- 


sion of the Twenty-First Congress, when the act 
was passed providing for the officers who were 
entitled to half pay by the resolve of 1780, and 
forthe non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
who enlisted for, and served to the close of the 
war. The views taken in these reports were in- 
teresting and instructive upon this subject; but he 
was considering what was the natural presumplion 
‘as to commutation rights, still existing; and if his 
views were in any tolerable degree correct, it was 
diametrically opposed to the legal presumption to 
be established by the passage of this bill. 

Sir, (said Mr. P.,) weare told that the evidence 
of records is exceedingly imperfect; and he assured 
the House that such was the fact to a much 
greater extent than he had supposed before apply- 
ing to the department for information. The mus- 
ter-rolls had been almost entirely destroyed by 
fire, and all the records, from various casualties, 
were broken; but this deficiency of record evi- 
dence was, in his estimation, much more the mis- 
fortune of the Government than of the claimants 
who came here after the lapse of fifty years; but 
pass your presumptions, sir, said he, and you will 
have little occasion for evidence. 


It is said that the rules which are to be regarded | 


as fixed principles by the department, provided this 
bill pass, are*the same which the committee have 
adopted in the investigation of claims coming 
before them. If so, and they accorded with the 
' sentiments of the House, he confessed it was a 
matter of very little consequence whether they 
were applied here or elsewhere; and he was happy 
that the bill had been reported, that the opinion 
of the House might be deliberately and under- 
standingly expressed upon the propriety of their 
adaption, : 

Sir, (said Mr. P.,) will not their operation be 
that of a new law upon the subject of commu- 
tation? Look at the first presumption of the bill; 
it has the advantage of being plain; there. is no 
ambiguity about it— 

“It being established that an officer of the 
‘continental line was in service as such on the 
‘twenty-first of October, seventeen hundred and 
‘eighty, and until the new arrangement of the 
‘army provided for by the resolution of that date 
“was effected, he shall be presumed, unless it 
t appear that he was then retained in service, to 
‘have been reduced by that arrangement, and 
t therefore entitled to half pay for life, or the com- 
s mutation in lieu of it.” 


The onus probandi was shifted; the burden of |! 
proof was not left where it was intended it should |; 


rest, with the claimant, but it was thrown upon 
Government. 
that the Government would send agents abroad to 
obtain negative evidence from living witnesses. 
How, then, was it to be shown, in the present 
.Imperfect state of the records, that an officer 
was not reduced, and did voluntarily leave the 
service? . 

The effect of such instructions would virtually 
be to give commutation to all who were in ser- 
vice on the 2lst of October, 1780, and until the 
new arrangement was effected, instead of to those 
only who were actually reduced, as was originally 
contemplated. Fle called the attention of the 
House to the second presumption: 

«d. A continental officer proved to have re- 
‘mained in service after the arrangement of the 
‘army under said resolution of October, seventeen 
‘hundred and eighty, shall be presumed to have 
© served to the end of the war, or to have retired 
‘entitled to half pay for life, unless it appear that 
‘he died in the service, or resigned, or was dis- 
* missed, or voluntarily abandoned an actual com- 
t mand in the service of the United States.’’ 

This, also, manifestly made new provision, 
granting commutation to those who were in ser- 
vice after the new arrangement, in 1780, instead 
of to those who actually served to the close.of the 
war. For in the state of record evidence, aš de- 
clared by the committee, how was it possible for 
the Government to prove, in very many instances, 
that the claimant, or the ancestor of the present 


He presumed it was not expected jj 
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claimants, ‘‘died in the service, or resigned, or 
was dismissed, or voluntarily abandoned a com- 
mand in the service of the United States??? There 
| was no possible means of doing it. 

Mr. P. would pursue the subject no further. If 
there was no fallacy in these premises, and the 
conclusions. were legitimate, they were sufficient 
| for his purpose. The House would not think of 
passing the billin its present shape. He ought 
not longer to ask the attention of gentlemen, for 
which he was already under great obligation. 


had occurred to Mr. P., and thus muchhe thought 


report he entertained the highest respect, and he 
believed that he was no less disposed than they 
| were to grant to the uttermost farthing all that was 
| due to revolutionary officers or their heirs. 


great injustice to the country; you will make a 
| most exhausting draft upon your Treasury, to 
| answer, it may be, some equitable claims that | 
may as well be liquidated without it, and you | 
| will, it is morally certain, be compelled, under it, | 
to acknowledge a vast number which have no 
foundation in justice—no foundation any where, 
except in lost records and violent presumptions. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL followed in opposition to 
the bill; and, without coucluding, gave way toa 

motion to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frway, February 28, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr.. Donexson, his Private | 
Secretary. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions previously submitted by Messrs. 
| HENDRICKS, TOMLINSON, CHAMBERS, 
! TIPTON, LINN, EWING, WAGGAMAN, 
| ROBBINS, SILSBEE, CLAYTON, WHITE, 
‘and WEBSTER, were severally taken up, and 
i adopted without discussion. : 
| The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
POINDEXTER, in relation to the Planters’ Bank 
at Natchez, was read. 

Upon this resolution a long and spirited debate 
ensued, much of which was of a personal nature, | 
between Mr. POINDEXTER and Mr. FOR- 
SYTH. Mr. KING, of Alabama, Mr. CLAY, | 


i Mr. WHITE, also participated in the discussion; 
| when the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was ordered that 
when the Senate adjourns it will adjourn until 
: Monday. 


The Senate then went into the.consideration of 
ja large number of bills from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives; which were read by their titles, and 
| referred, 

On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, at half past three 
o’clock, the Senate went into executive business, 
and, after some time spent therein, the Senate 
| adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, February 28, 1834. 


Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- ! 
ency of reporting a plan, accompanied by a bill, 
to reduce the revenue to the necessary expenses of 
the Government. 

Mr. STEWART moved that the question 
should be taken whether the House should con- 
sider the resolution. 

Mr. McDUFFIE desired that the resolution 
should be referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means. 

Mr. CONNOR called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to consider; which were ordered, 

The House refused to consider; which is a 


H 


Such were some of the objections to the bill that || 


| it his duty to say. For the committee making the || 


But (said Mr. P.) pass this bill, and you willdo |} 


Mr. MOORE, Mr. GRUNDY, Mr. BLACK, and |! 


Feb. 28. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered by Mr. Marois: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deposite thepublic moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. : 

Mr. CLOWNEY resumed, and said, when he 
| last addressed the Elouse, he was endeavoring to 
show that the President derived his power to re- 
| move from office, from the law, not the Constitu- 
tion. He maintained that as the Seeretary of the 
Treasury was an officer created by Congress, he 
was bound to obey their orders; and he desired to 
know, upon a review of all the circumstances 
attendant upen the removal of the deposites, if the 
Secretary could -be considered to have faithfully 
complied with the duties enjoined upon him by 
aw? ; . 

Referring to the paper read by the President 
to his Cabinet, it would be found that he had 
not pretended to deny that it was the right of the 
| Secretary to exercise his own judgment, from 
which he (Mr. C.) argued that if the Secretary 
had retained the control, that he would have kept 
it where it was placed by the Constitution. lt was 
said in the arguments, that although the President 
‘had no right to compel the Secretary to deviate 
from what he conceived to be an honest discharge 
of his duties, yet that he had a right to dismiss 
that officer, if he should dissent from his views. 
This, as respected the Secretary of the Treasury, 
could not be sanctioned, however it would apply 
to officers who were strictly exécutive, and for the 
| performance of whose duties the President was 
made responsible. Tt could not apply to the case 
of a fiscal agent, whose duties were defined, and 
for which he.was accountable to Congress alone. 
He would suppose, that the President thought the 
Secretary had committed an error in judgment. 
Would he, in that case, have a right to correct his 
error? He thought not, and that in such case the 
Legislature could only blame themselves for trust- 
ing any matter of importance to the discretion of 
| their own agent. He was forced to conclude that 
the President, in this matter, had assumed powers 
which belonged to the legislative body, and to 
regard which, as a mere abuse of power, was. too 
mildaterm. The President assumed the power, 
which vested in the representative body alone, 
over the public purse; for he considered that the 
means taken by the President to effect his object 
by the removal of an officer who would not carry 
out his views, for the purpose of appointing an- 
other who would, to be tantamount to his doing 
the act in person, and that it must be deemed on 
his part an unlawful assumption of power, not 
properly belonging to him, f 

Mr. C. had not concluded at the expiration of 
the hour; after which, this day is set apart for the 
; consideration of private bills. : 

The House went into committee thereon, Mr. 
CONNOR in the chair. 

Several private bills were considered in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, reported to the House, and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The billto compensate Susan Decatur and others, 
was taken up for consideration in the Committee 
of the Whole. f 

Messrs. HAWES and HARDIN spokeĉin op- 
position to the bill, and Mr. PINCKNEY in its 
; support. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the committee 
rose, reported progress, and had leave to sit 
again, 
| On motion of Mr. WAYNE, the rule was sus- 
| pended to enable him to submit a motion. 

Mr. WAYNE then moved, that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 

Mr. CARR demanded the yeas-and nays, but 
the House refused to order them. 

The motion was agreed to: 

Yeas 115, nays 39. 


i 


| rejection of the resolution: 


On motion, 


Yeas 70, nays 115. 


The House then adjourned. _ 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 28, 1834. 

Debate on Mr. Pornpexrer’s resolution, calling 
on the Secretary of the Treasury for informa- 
tion relative to transfers of the public money 
from the bank in Natchez to banks in the Atlan- 
tic cities. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he had intended to 
have made some remarks upon the resolution, but 
if there was no objection to its passage, he would 
suspend what he had to say until the answer to 
the call came in. . 

Mr. FORSYTH said he had certainly no ob- 
jection toa call for any information which any gen- 
tleman thought proper to make. He had no dis- 
position to keep back facts, but he thoughtitan act 
of justice to state to the gentleman froin Missis- 
sippi that he was entirely misinformed. In the 
remarks which the gentleman made yesterday in 
submitting the resolution, he was mistaken in 
every fact which he h:d stated. Mr. F. made this 
statement in justice to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and for the satisfaction of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, for he was sure it would give him sat- 
isfaction to know that there was no foundation 
whatever in the charge he had made. The facts 
were these: Oh the 19th of the present month, in 
answer to a letter of inquiry from the bank at 
Natchez upon the subject of the removal of the 
deposites from that institution, the Secretary said 
he had no intention to withdraw or transfer any of 
the deposites to the Atlantic cities; that it had 
become necessary for payment of services in the 
removal of the Indians, to transfer $250,000 to the 
Commercial Bank of Louisiana on the Ist of May 
next; and for other like expenses $250,000 more 
on the Ist of June, to the Union Bank of Louisi- 
ana, at New Orleans, or to the Union Bank at 
Nashville, at the option of the bank at Natchez. 
The gentleman from Mississippi, therefore, would 
perceive that the whole of his information was 
founded in mistake. Ele has said that a million 
has been drawn out of the bank. Why, the fact 
is, there is not as much in it. He says the bank 
is prevented from discounting; but no drafts are 
made to prevent them, and the letter to the bank 
says expressly that no transfers are contemplated 
tothe Atlantic cities. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he might have been 
misinformed, but he believed himself to be correct. 
The fact was, the President of the United States 


had brought into the market an immense body of |! 


very valuable lands, which the people could not 
purchase without accommodation at the banks; 
that the sale was on very short notice, and before 
the crops were sold, so as to enable the people to 
purchase; and that the removal of the deposites 
to the Planters’ Bank prevented the United States 
Bank from discounting; that the Planters’ Bank 


had ceased to discount, because it was compelled || 


to hold the deposites ready to pay over at a mo- 
meat’s warning on the requisition of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. FORSY TH said he hoped theSenate would 
take nothing from him in lieu of the Secretary’s 
report. But when he stated anything here, he 
stated what he believed. His information was 
obtained from hiš own examination of the docu- 
ments. There was nota single fact in the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi that 


would not be contradicted by the public docu- | 


ments. 

Mr. POINDEXTER. Does the gentleman 
mean to impute to me the wilful misstatement of 
a fact? 

Mr. FORSYTH. I call the gentleman to order. 
The gentleman will please take his seat. I mean 
just what | sav. 

The VICE PRESIDENT here interposed, and 
called Mr, Powwpexrer to order, and he took his 
seat. 

Mr. FORSYTH resumed. It was very proba- 
bly true that the Planter’s Bank was not in as good 
Condition to benefit the community as the Bank of 
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the United States was. But no money was drawn 
from the bank, and the bank was expressly in- 
formed that no money was intended to be drawn 
| from it for banks in the Atlantic cities. 
|. Mr. POINDEXTER read the report of his re- 
| marks of yesterday.fram the National Intelligen- 
| cer, which he said were substantially correct. He 
had not stated the facts on his own Knowledge. If 
thegentleman from Georgia [Mr. Forsyru] meant 
to impute to him here the assertion of a fact on 
his own authority which he knew to be untrue, he 
| departed from the character of an honorable man, 
! and he would hold him accountablefor it. Noman 
| should speak in such a way of him but at the haz- 
| ardof his life, and no honorable man would make 
such an imputation. Astothe subject under con- 
sideration, he desired to make the inquiry. He 
had heard that great speculations had been made 
in the West, and also in the Creek country, by a 
| Tennessee company, nephews and other relatives 
of the President of the United States. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, when he made a state- 
ment here which he believed to be correct, he 
would say so, in utter disregard and contempt of 
| the gentleman’s displeasure. He would not enter 
into an argument with the gentleman. The Gov- 
ernment has not drawn a dollar out of the bank, 
nor does it intend to draw a dollar to send to the 
Atlantic cities. The inference of the gentleman is 
false and without any foundation. And he (Mr. 
F ) was sorry that the gentleman was not glad to 
find he was mistaken. 

Mr. POINDEXTER replied that two thirds of 
hisremarks yesterday was matter of inference that 
the money was to be sent to support the failing 
banks in the East, by transferring it to the Atlantic 
cities. He now distinctly asked the gentleman 
from Georgia if he meant to charge him with wil- 
ful misrepresentation? 

Mr. FORSYTH. Then I shall not answer the 
gentleman. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, Very well. 

‘Mr. KING, of Alabama, said the gentleman 
from Mississippi had done great injustice to the 
President of the United States, not only on this but 
on many other occasions. The President had no 
more agency in the sale of thelands in Mississippi 
than the gentleman himself. Nor had the Pres- 
ident’s nephews; and the gentleman’s colleague 
knew that it was not thefact. He had derived his 
information from those who either knew nothing 
of the facts or wilfully misrepresented them. True 
there were speculators there. 
been, and there ever would be, so long as there 
should be sales of Jands in the United States. In 
Alabama, in consequence of an unfortunate dif- 
i ference between the government of that State 
+ andthe Government of the United States, the Pres- 
ident, with a paternal solicitude characteristic of 
| him, and worthy the highest praise, determined to 
do everything which could be done to effect justice 
between the Creeks and the unfortunate settlers, 
| Heknew that ifthey were driven off ata moment’s 
| warning, downright ruin would overtake them. 
And when the position assumed by the Executive 
| of Alabama was made known to the President, he 
| ordered the location of numerous reservations, and 
| when they were made, in order to contribute to 
the removal of the Indians and furnish a home to 
those who had removed, the lands were brought 

to market. He mentioned this to show that it was 
| to save the ruin and expense of a removal that the 
| gales took place. Had the gentleman information 
| that a single Tennessean was there? Mr. K. had 

information that there was not one there. The 
| lands were sold, but settlers obtained them at the 
| reduced prices of the Government. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said there were persons 
here ready to give evidence of the facts. He did 

not say the President was concerned in the specu- 
i| lations, but his relatives. He intended bringing 
| the whole subject up for investigation before the 
i Senate. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he did not rise for any other 
purpose, but to allude to the imputation upon the 
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There always had | 


character of Mr. McLamore, the locating agent, 


Mr. McLamore was his neighbor; he knew him 
well, and there was not a more honest or honor- 
able man in any country. He had had a great deal 
more to do in locating public lands in Tennessee 
than any other man, and he had never heard a sin- 
i gle word to his prejudice in any of his land trans- 
actions. And he was the only dealer in ‘public 
lands that he had never heard complained of. He 
was looked up to by his fellow-citizens as the 
guardian and securer of their rights and business. 
But this Tennessee Company—he would like to 
| know their names; the whole of it was a secret to 
usathome. He had never heard of it, although 
he had heard as much of the business of Tennessee 
| as most gentlemen; but he thought the gentleman 
| would find that he was mistaken in his information. 
| Mr. G. knew that some individual Tennesseeang 
had gone to the South for the purpose of specula- 
ting in land, but there were no combinations of 
men so far as he had learned. The gentleman from 
Mississippi had been so informed; but. the only. 
exception he (Mr. G.) made to that gentleman waa, 
| his greater facility of belief. Now, he ought not 
lightly to make such imputations against respect- 
able men, or give credit to them. 

Mr, CLAY said, perhaps the gentleman who 
had just sat down was as liable to the objection 
he himself had urged as the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi. As to the sale, the notice was unprece- 
dentedly short, and well calculated to produce 
these speculations. He knew nothing of it him- 
self, but he believed other Senators had also some 
information of the sort. But he hoped an end 
would be put to these disputes by passing the bill 
i which he had the honor of submitting on a former 
occasion, K 
| Ele nose, however, at this time, to express his 
deep regret at an incident which had just occurred 
between two honorable Senators. Now, he would 
submit to the gentleman ftom Georgia, whether the 
two gentlemen were on terms of perfect equality? 
How was it? The gentleman from Mississippi 
rose in his plage yesterday, and submitted:a res- 
| olution. From information he had received he 
made certain inferences, and drew certain conclu- 
sions, and argued upon those inferences. Now, 
how was the gentleman from Georgia situated? 
He, standing in different relations with the Gov- 
ernment from the gentleman from Mississippi, 
resorts to the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
| Secretary gives him informa‘ion, and submits the 
| documents on the subject to his perusal. And the 
gentleman from Georgia was thus prepared with 
i the whole official matter, and the gentleman from 
Mississippi deprived of it; in this state of inequality 
the gentleman from Georgia rises in his place and 
pronounces language which he (Mr. C.) thought 
was rather strong. The gentleman’s course here 
had always been courtly, manly, and open. But 
| on this occasion he applied language which Mr. C. 
hoped he would reconsider: he hoped both the 
| gentlemen would reconsider what had fallen from 
| them, and let the matter go no further. He hoped 
‘all would wait for the information, which would 
be here in a few days; and, in the meantime all 
would take pleasure in seeing a reconciliation and 
an adjustment of those circumstances which had 
given great pain. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, that the gentleman from 
Kentucky was mistaken in point of fact. He had 
not gone to see the Secretary. The Secretary 
cathe to him, and requested him to communicate 
to the Senate what he had stated. As respected. 
ithe inequality of situation which. the gentleman 
i had spoken of, he did not reprehend the gentleman 
from Mississippi. He gave the information. he 
‘had obtained, and it was not until that gentleman 
| cast a doubt upon him, that he used the strong 
language spoken of. His simple purpose was to 
i give to that gentleman and to the people a knowl- 
| edge of the fact, so that the statement of the gen- 
:tleman from Mississippi might not injure the Sec- 
‘retary of the Treasury. He never used language 


| which he did not think befitted the occasion. 
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Mr. POINDEXTER. | Unless the gentleman 
meant to say that he (Mr. P.) intended to convey 
here what he knew was not true, common cour- 
tesy required of him to say so. But when the 
gentleman made an imputation, and, on being 
asked: for an explanation, refused to disavow it, 
he (Mr. P.) fel bound to. consider the matter 
ended, and he did consider it at an end. 
<Mr. BLACK said he was in favor of calling for 
the information which the resolution contemplated. 
But there was one or two matters in which his col- 
league [Mr. Pornpex7er] had done great injustice 
to the President of the United States. The sales 
of the Choctaw lands were advertised sixty days, 
and he thought no inconvenience resulted from 
that notice, instead of alonger period. He thought 
all purchasers were as well prepared as they would | 
have been with longer notice, and that no injury 
resulted to the citizens of the State from it. In 
regard to the company formed for speculating 
there, he believed his colleague did the persons 
implicated great injustice. He (Mr. B.) was there, 
and was a close observer of the sales, although he 
bought no land. After the first day a company 
was formed, but it was not from Tennessee. The 
proportion of persons concerned was not greater 
than onein six from Tennessee, and there was no 
agreement among the company not to bid against 
each other. He knew many of the persons en- 
gaged init, and he would say, confidently, there 
were no men more honest or honorable. Efe knew, 
also, Mr. McLamore, and he knew that his pecu- 
niary abilities at that time were extremely limited, 
and he believed him to bean honest and honorable 
gentleman, and there was nothing whatever im- 
proper in his conduct. 

Mr. MOORE said he felt no interest in the sub- 
ject of the resolution, being local in its character. 
fle should not have arisen to say a word except 
rrome of the topics accidentally lugged into the 

ebate. ; 

The first fact stated by his colleague, and re- 
peated by the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Beacx,] he had heard for thé first time, that gentle- 
men from Alabama had participated in thesrecent 
speculations in the purchase of the public lands 
referred to, and he was bound to presume if any 
purchases were made by those they were with the 
view to establish cotton farms, and not for the | 
purpose of speculation. Indeed, onegentleman of 
the first respectability he knew had purchased with 
this view only. 

But whilst his colleague is willing to exonerate 
the Tennesseeans (no doubt properly enough) from 
the censure, he has transferred it to Alabamiang; | 
and the gentleman from Mississippi, whilst he 
says Alabamians were concerned, justifies, and 
says the transaction was altogether innocent. 
Now, this might be so. He did not know the char- 
acter of the land speculation to which reference | 
had been made. But there was a species of land | 
speculation known to have existed in the country | 
in which he resided which he considered censu- || 
rable, and ought to be deprecated by all; and that | 
he might not be misunderstood, he would endeavor | 
to explain this system, which is as follows: The | 
moneyed men and capitalists throughout the coun- | 
try meet at the land office, form a common stock, 
with their funds for the mutual benefit of all, 
the effect of which is to put down all other com- 
petition, for the poor settler, although he may be | 
prepared to purchase hisimprovement at the Gov- | 
ernment price; although he may have prepared | 
himself with a sufficiency at one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre, yet, by this immense common | 
stock, he is driven out of the market, and com- | 
pelled to make the best terms he can. This !! 
company then ascertain the highest price he can, || 
or is willing to give, for his improvement, and if |! 
he can be screwed up to any point over the mihi- | 
mum, then they promise him if he will not bid, || 
they will purchase the tract, Including his im- | 
provement, and transfer it to him at the stipulated | 
price. Having thus removed him from the com- |! 
petition in bidding, they obtain it at the minimum, T 
and put in their own pocketsall they get from him | 
over the said minimum. Now, said he, this is |! 
the system of which his constituents complain, | 
and of which he did not approve. The other | 
fact was as to the sufficiency of the notice. The: 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Buacx] had seid | 


| 


| not know how that was. 


the notice, as regarded the sale in that State, had | 


a 


been sixty days, and he viewed it as sufficient, 
and this he said might be so; he would not pre- 
tend to dispute it. But, as regarded the notice in 
Alabama, it was not more than halfthattime. It | 
had been made the subject of complaint, and he 
thought that, considering the distance and the lo- 
cality of the country to be sold, such notice made 
more in. favor of the capitalist than the actual 
settler, who might find it necessary to make an 
application to the State bank for the one thing 
needful. 

And here he would beg leave to say to the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Manevum,] that although he would be highly 
pleased to see him settle a cotton plantation in 
Alabama, yet the fact that foreigners were not 
accommodated had not excited his sympathies at 


all. Again, it had been said, that an expeditious || 


sale was necessary as a means f preventing the | 
difficulty that was threatened between the author- 
ties of the State and the General Government. 
The life of a citizen had been sacrificed by order 
of a deputy marshal; which had given rise to an 
apprehension of the most serious results. 

Ít is true it had been said that this misfortunate 
individual was a turbulent man, and had attempt- 
ed to blow up his own house in order to injure 
others, &z.; but he believed this was mere rumor, 
and not sanctioned by evidence. The sales of the | 
lands, however, it had been said, removed all diffi- | 
culty, and therefore justified the very short notice 
that had been given, and he was not disposed to 
controvert this point. What he wished mainly to 
say was, that he had not been consulted as to the 
time of sale, nor had he given any advice relative 
to it. He was glad, however, that the sales had 


been suspended, because if the bill which has been || 


reported by the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and isnow progressing in the Senate, shal! become 
a law, (and he hoped it would,) the settlers would 
be protected from the iron grasp of the speculator, 
by means of the preémption right which this bill 
gives them. And experience had proved that the 
Government could lose nothing by this mode of 
disposing of the public lands; for if any of the 
lands were worth more than the minimum, the 
surplus was pocketed by speculators. 

Mr. KING replied that he never said or intend- 
ed to say that any one was consulted. He said 
he knew nothing of the intended sale till he heard 
that gentlemen were consulted. He presumed 
that the letters of gentlemen in the other House 
stated things correctly. In carrying the treaty 
into effect, an individual intruded and thereby lost 
his life, while he was himself attempting the lives 
of others. The President used every possible ex- 
ertion to locate the reservation as soon as possible, 
but the great source of controversy remained, and 
the lands were brought to market to narrow down 
the controversy. A portion of the population | 
might have been dissatisfied with the sales; he did | 
Asto asettlement of the | 
difficulties, he did not know how that could be 
effected by the plan of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, which provided for a distribution of the 
proceeds of sales among the several States. 

Mr. WHITE said from the terms in which gen- 
tlemen had spoken of the Tennessee company, he 
felt bound to make a few remarks, lest his silence 
might be misinterpreted into an acquiescence in 
the correctness of the statements. The gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Pompexrer] had 
spoken of a Tennessee speculating company. For 
himself he could not say whether such a company 
existed or not. But about twelve months ago a 
story of the same kind was in circulation. He | 
was shortly afterwards in Nashville, and made 
inquiry of several gentlemen there into its truth, 
who assured him thatthere was no such company |! 
there. Last fall, shortly before*he Jeft home || 
for Washington, he was in Nashville again, and | 
while there, several gentlegen went to Missis- |! 


sippi to make purchases of land, and he was satis- 
fied from what he learned, that no one of them was | 
a member of any company whatever. Thepeople 
of Tennessee, like those of other States, were an | 
enterprising, money-making people, but their char- 

acters were as fair and respectable as any others, I, 
it might seem invidious to say they were more so; | 
he therefore made no claim to go higher. There | 
was a greater variety of character and population |! 
there, and some might no doubt be found who had 


f 


gone to purchase land in Mississippi, believing 
they could better their condition in life. And 
there may also have been a company formed in 
Tennessee; but so far as he knew, he believed that 
the gentleman’s information that there wassuch a 
company, was founded in mistake. If it were so, 
he had no information whatever about it. The 
place of his residence was two hundred miles from 
the place where the company was said to be form- 
ed. Being from Tennessee, it might Have been 
inferred if he had been silent, that he possessed 
knowledge of a fact which he would not avow. 
Mr. McLamore’s name had been mentioned. That 


| gentleman was a nephew of the President, and it _ 


had been said was a member of the company. He 


| had had a long and intimate acquaintance with 


Mr. McLuamore, and he willingly added his testi- 
mony to his character. His land transactions were 
as numerous as those of any other man in Ten- 
nesses—he was an active, business-doing, and 
faithful man, and was the only man within his 
acquaintance who dealt largely in lands, who 
never was subjected to any imputation which 
would take from his character as a man of honor 
and integrity. It had been said that the notice of 
sale was short, and that the Tennessee company 
was formed of nephews and relations of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. And in the absence of 
any disclaimer on his part, it might be thought that 
he admitted the charge. But he was persuaded, 
if inquiry were made into the motive for the short 
notice, it would be found that there was none other 
than what the public ought to approve, because 
the object was to promote the public interest. He 
was perfectly satisfied if any T'ennesseean, either 
arelative or not of the President, had, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, intimated to him a wish that 


| he should give him an advantage in the purchase 
| of land over any other citizens of the United States, 


he would have received such an answer from the 
President as would forever after have placed him 
beyond the pale of his friendship. And in regard 
to the short notice, if it should be found that the 
motive was the public interest, he hoped the Pres- 
ident would be acquited on that point. He was 
desirous that the Committee on Public Lands 
should inquire into the whole subject, and if 
it should be discovered that there had been vio- 


‘ lations of the public interests, that the names of 


the guilty should be held up to the scorn and in- 
dignation of the community. And while he con- 
fidently indulged the hope that no countryman of 
his would be found guilty, God forbid that he 
| should sereen him from exposure, if his guilt 
should be made to appear. It had been said that 
the agent for locating the lands in the Choctaw 
country was concerned in the purchase of lands, 
But he thought it would appear that in this, too, 
the gentleman was mistaken. Butifit be known, 
and if it can be authentically made known to the 
President, from that time forth he would be in- 
stantly dismissed, and a person appointed who 
would promptly and faithfully perform his duty. 
Mr. W. said he felt it his duty to say thus much, 
and perhaps he ought to apologise to the Senate 
for this consumption of their time. And he would 
further say, thatif it was in the power of the com- 


| mittee to devise a plan which should effectually 


guard against frauds, hereafter, in the sale of the 
public lands, it would meet his hearty concurrence 
and support. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
POINDEXTER, BLACK, MANGUM, and 
MOORE, when the resolution was adopted. ~ 


IN SENATE. 
Mowpay, March 3, 1834. 


|| States. 


Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of one 
thousand six hundred and forty citizens, and the 
proceedings of a public meeting in Newcastle, Del- 


i aware, praying that measures may be devised for 


restoring the deposites to the Bank of the United 
After some remarks, made by Mr. C., 
the memorial and proceedings were read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. POINDEXTER rose, not to revive the dis- 
cussion upon the public lands. He would not 
‘argue it now, but contented himself with saying, 
that the subject would undergo a most rigid inves- 
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tigation befo 
when the subject came before them. i 

Two of the leading journais of this city, from | 
motives highly proper in themselves, refrained | 


. from publishing any report of the unpleasant de- |! 


bate which took place in the Senate on Friday last. 
For one, he rejoiced at the discretion which had | 
been exhibited by the gentlemen at the head of | 
those journals; but the third, the official journal, | 
had publisbed a report of that description which |) 
contained scarcely a semblance of the truth. As |i 
to his remarks, the report did not give one tenth of | 
what fell (rom him, and that so changed as to give Ji 
a very different view from that which he had really 
given. Other gentlemen had been as much mis- |} 
represented. Hehad made this statementin order 
that no undue impression might be made on the | 
public mind from this publication.. It would have | 
been better that the report had been suppressed 
altogether. As far as related to himself, he had 
deemed it his duty to make these remarks. If 
other gentlemen were satisfied, beit so, Hetook || 
occasion to say thus much, and concluded by sub- 
mitting the following resolutions, and asked their |} 
immediate consideration: 
_ 1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the War 
Department be directed to communicate to the | 
Senate the name or names of the agent or agents 
appointed by the President of the United States to 
locate the reservations granted to individuals of |j 
the Choctaw tribe of Indians, by the. treaty of | 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, and, also, copies of such | 
instructions as may have been given to the agent | 
or agents so appointed; and of any correspondence | 
which may have taken place between any officer | 
in the Departmentof War and said agent or agents, |; 
or any other person or persons whose correspond- 
ence may bein the department, touching the loca- 
tions of said reservations, and the manner in which | 
the duties of said agent or agents may have been || 
performed. | 
2. Resolved, That the said Secretary be directed 
to transmit to the Senate’a copy of the register 
of the names of such Choctaw Indians as claim 
reservations of lands under the fourteenth and 
nineteenth articles of said treaty. 


Mr. POINDEXTER moved the consideration 

of the resolutions now, with a view to give the 
Secretary of War time to make out the papers. 
_ Mr. GRUNDY said he was much pleased with 
the movement which was now made, because if || 
there was anything wrong in the matter to which 
the resolutions alluded, he was as desirous to |! 
expose it to public reprobation as any other man. 
His object in rising now, was to move that the 
resolutions be printed. He wished to have an 
opportunity of considering the subject with a view | 
of ascertaining if some further direction on the 
aubject could not be given to the committee. 

The consideration of the resolutions was agreed 
to, and they were adopted. il 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the resolutions ‘ 
were then ordered to be printed. ip 

Mr. POINDEXTER also submitted the follow- | 
ing resolutions: | 

1. Resolved, ' 


f 
i 


| lishment of a land office; which was referred to 


any of the land offices of the United States, or p 
| either of them, ‘have, in violation of law and of |; 
their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus || 


or premium from apy purchaser or purchasers of | 
the public lands at public or private sale, for the 
benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition on 
which such purchaser or purchasers should be 
allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of | 
land offered for sale by the United States; and | 
also, whether any register or receiver as aforesaid || 
has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales | 
of the public lands, by adopting rules and regula- 
tions in their respective offices inconsistent with 
the laws of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That the said committee inquire į 
whether the public Jands at any land office in the 
State of Mississippi have been sold otherwise than | 
for cash; and whether any register or receiver in 
said State has, at any time, taken in payment the j 
promissory note of any purchaser or purchasers, | 
bearing an interest to accrue to the benefit of such 
register or receiver. 

5. Resolved, That, in prosecution of said inqui- 
ries, the said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and to examine witnesses | 
before them on oath touching the matters aforesaid. 


Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of in- 
habitants of Barkland, Ilinois, praying the estab- 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of in- 
habitants of Adams county, Illinois, praying the | 
construction of a railroad from Buffalo to the river 
Mississippi; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. i 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of in- 
habitants of Crawford county, Hlinois, praying 
the establishment of a post route from Chicago to 
Vincennes; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROBINSON, in pursuance of notice, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
Siate of Illinois to dispose of the lands reserved || 
for the use of public schools; the bill was read 
and referred to the Committee on Public lands. 

Mr. POINDEXTER asked that the bill regu- 

lating the manner of advertising the public lands, 
when offered for sale, be read a second time, in 
order that it might be referred; which was agreed 
to, and the bill referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, 
My. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
should, to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill 
compensating the register and receiver of the land 
office in West Florida. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, the immediate consideration of 
which he asked; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands || 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 
authorizing by law the sale of four sections of 
land, being part of the grant made to the French j| 


-emigrants for the cultivation of the vine and olive, | 

and parcelled out to each grantee in small allot- 

menis. i 
Petitions of a private nature were presented by 


That the Committee on the Public || 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the circum 
stances attending the recent sales of the pubiic | 
lands in the States of Mississippi and Alabama, |) 
and whether the proclamation of the President of || 
the United States, causing the public lands in the | 
djstricts of country acquired from the Choctaw | 
tribe of Indians, in Alabama, to be offered at pub- ; 
lic sale, were issued and promulgated areasonable | 
length of time priorto the day on which said sales | 
were directed to be commenced in each of said dis- | 
tricts, to give proper notice to the people of the. 


i 


United States of the days appointed for said sales. | 


2. Resolved, That the same committee inquire i 


whether any fraudulent practices to the injury of | 
the public interest took place at said sales, by | 
reason of combination of companies or individuals | 
interdicting, or unfavorable to a fair competition | 
between bidders for the public lands, offered for | 
salein the said districts; and if so, whether the | 
officers superintending seid sales had knowledge 
of, or participated in such fraudulent practices or 
combinations. , 
3. Resolved, That the said committee be in- 
structed to inquire whether the registersof the land : 
offices and the receivers of the public moneys at! 


| Messrs. ROBINSON, POINDEXTER, MAN- 


| unincorporated parts of the Northern Liberties, in 


‘| bill providing co 


GUM, and McKEAN, and severally referred to | 
appropriate committees. 

Mr. McK@AWN presented a memorial, signed | 
by inhabitants of Oxford, Lower Dublin, and the 


! Bank of the United States; 
| Also, a memorial from inhabitants of Roxbo- 
‘rough and Manyunk, of the same character; Ț 
| And also, one of a similar nature, from thecity | 
and county of Lancaster. > 

Allof which were read, referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. f 


| Mr. CHAMBERS moved to postpone all the | 
special orders for the purpose of taking up the 
mpensation for French spolia- | 
‘tions. Mr. Č. said he made this motion In pur- | 
: sance of notice that he would do so on to-day. | 
The importance of the bill, the pecuniary interests | 
| involved in it, required at the hands of the Senate 
| as early a co 
He did not urg 


t 
i 
t 
| 
favor of the restoration of the deposites to the | 
if 
| 
i 
i 


e the bill in violation of the wishes ! 


I| United States Bank. 


: | toed, with a view to the es 
nsideration of it as was practicable, 


of the Senate. Whatever the decision might be, 
he would of course acquiesce in it. : 

After some conversation between Messrs. CLAY, 
CHAMBERS, and GRUNDY, all the special or- 
ders were postponed till to-morrow, except that in 
relation to the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Which having been announced by the VICE 
PRESIDENT, ` 
Mr. HILL rose and spoke at some length in 
support of the reasons of the Secretary; when, at 
four o’clock, without concluding, he gave way to 
Mr. WRIGHT; upon whose motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` Monpay, March 3, 1834. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. HIESTER, WAGENER, ANTHONY, 
GALBRAITH, HARRISON, BINNEY, HAR- 
PER, DENNY, McKENNAN, POTTS, KING, 
RAMSEY,STEWART,SUTHERLAND,LA- 
PORTE, BEAUMONT, HENDERSON, and 
WATMOUGH, of Pennsylvania; 
. Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware; 

Messrs. McK IM, STODDERT, and HEATH 
of Maryland; and by : 

Messrs. ARCHER and GORDON, of Virginia, 

Mr. HIESTER presented the proceedings of.a 
meeting held by the citizens of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the restoration of the 
deposites to the United States Bank. Read, refer- 


| red, and ordered to be printed, 


Mr. HIESTER also presented fourteen peti- 
tions, signed by 2,800 citizens of Lancaster county, 
also praying for the restoration of the deposites, 
Referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WAGENER presented the petition of 350 
citizens of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, and the restoration of the deposites. Re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BINNEY presented the memorial of 1,700 
citizens of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 


representing the existence of great distress in the 


country, and praying the recharter of the United 
States Bank. Read, referred, and ordered to’ be 
printed. . 

Mr. HARPER presented the memorial of a 
bank in Pennsylvania, praying the restoration of 
the deposites. The memorial was referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DENNY presented the petition of the Bank 
of Pittsburg, praying the recharter of the Bank of 
the United States. ‘ 

Mr. DENNY also presented the resolutions 
adopted by a meeting of citizens of Alleghany 
county, Pennsylvania, declaring that great pecu- 
niary embarrassment pervaded the western coun- 
try, and that the only and the proper remedy for 


| the evil was the restoration of the deposites to the 


Read, referred, and ordered 
to be printed, with the names. 

The SPEAKER presented the proceedings of a 
large meeting of citizens of Chester county, ascrib- 
ing the public distress to the removal of the de- 
posites, representing the necessity of a recharter 
of the Bank of the United States, and also propes- 
ing a general convention of the citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, to be held at Harrisburg, with a view to 
express their sentiments on this subject. 

Mr. POTTS said he could bear testimony to the 
fact that this meeting was emphatically a meeting 
of the people. lt was composed of persons of all 
parties, and jt was the largest meeting ever held 
in the large and flourishing county of Chester. 
The individuals who took part in the proceedings 
of the meeting, were among the most intelligent, 
highminded, and honorable men in the county, and 
were attached to different political parties. On 
motion of Mr. P., the proceedings were referred, 
anc ordered to be printed. : 

The SPEAKER presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of citizens, held in Philadelphia, on the 
subject of the removal of the deposites and the re- 
| charter of the bank, declaring the opinion that the 
| deposites were removed and the bank charter ve- 

tablishment of anational 
‘¥ ork, and recommending 


| bank in the city of New rect 0 
the Constitution as will 


such an alteration of 
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remove all constitutional objections to a national 
` bank. 

On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the pro- 
ceedings were read. i 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
from the citizens of Roxborough, Philadelphia 
county, Pennsylvania, in favor of the restoration 
of the deposites, and for rechartering the Bank of 
the United States. He called for the reading of 
the memorial; and knowing the persons who 
signed it, he wished to bear testimony to their 
high respectability, They were men friendly to 
the presènt Administration; they were men who 
felt that it was their right as freemen to give their 
sentiments on the present state of things. But he 
would take occasion to remark, that although they 
had signed and sent this memorial, not.one of them 
would be found abandoning the Administration in 
the day of trial. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, said he was 
happy to have it in his power to concur with his 
colleague in bearing testimony to the respectabil- 
ity, intelligence, and patriotism of the memorial- 
ists. The memorial was agreed to at a meeting 
composed of six or eight thousand persons, and 
with only one dissenting voice. This would be, 
he hoped, sufficient evidence, if any was wanting, 
.that the present was no fonger viewed as a ques- 
tion of party, but that it originated in motives that 
were entitled to the consideration of the House. 

The memorial was then read, referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from inhab- 
itants of Pottsville, Schuylkill county, Pennsylva- 
nia, against the restoration of the deposites and 
recharter of the bank. 


Mr.STEWART presented forty-one memorials 
‘from divers places, praying aid for the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
said to be signed by nearlyfour thousand work- 
ingmen, in the Third Congressional District, ask- 
ing that the deposites might not be restored, and 
protesting against the recharter of the bank. 

Mr. WATMOUGH remarked that he had heard 
some floating rumor that such a memorial was to 
be presented. He claimed to know something of 
the sentiments, and of the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, and ‘he desired that his colleague would state 
what be knew of the persons who had signed the 
memorial. The people of the district felt that the 
presentation of the memorial was such an imputa- 
tion upon their character, that they-called a meet- 
ing, which was to be held on Wednesday next; 
that when this should have been presented, the 
character of the persons signing it should be placed 
in their proper light, 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said, if the men who 
signed the memorial were not to be found, as was 
apprehended by his colleague, when the great 
question came up hereafter, it would be, perhaps, 
so much the better for him, as to the contest that 
was approaching. He did not himself know the 
memorialists; but he might be allowed to say, that 
the memorial was presented to him by as gallant 
a soldier as was in the country, and that it was 
sent on by a committee of the workingmen from 
the district. He could state further, as he was 
instructed to do, that they were men who were 
determined to hold on to their opinion in support 
of the President still more than they had done. 
He had intended presenting it last petition day, 
when the gentleman who gave it was here, and 
who brought with it a letter to him from the gen- 
tleman who was now editor of the Workingman’s 
Advocate. He would move for the printing of 
the names, to gratify the gentleman,’that he may 
hereafter see the memorialists have not such a 
character as he would represent them; that they 
are not mere men of straw. 

Mr. WATMOUGH rose to order. The gen- 
tleman misrepresented what he had said; he had 
not said they were men of straw. 

The SPEAKER remarked that Mr. S. had not 
attributed this expression to him. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND made the remark in 
answer to what was said by the gentleman when 
he wished he might know where these persons | 
were to be found. He moved the printing of the | 
names for that purpose. + : 


his colleague, and he hoped that he would be as 

well prepared as he was at the approaching con- 
test, to account for every word and every act 
which he had done or said in the House or else- 
where in reference to the interests of their constit- 
uents. He wanted to be convinced of the fact 
whether those 4,000 persons came from the North- 
ern Liberties. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND could not, from his own 
knowledge, say they did; but he supposed they 
lived there, or round about it. 

Mr. WATMOUGH. Round about, indeed! 
Why, the whole number of voters in the district is 
jot 3,000. He knew that the whole of the Third 
Congressional District had an almost unanimous 
voice upon this subject. They had, hitherto, come 
forward in mass, and they were about doing so 
in detail. He was not going to impute anything 
derogatory to the character of any man, or detract 
from that of a gallant soldier, but the circum-. 
stances of this memorial were so remarkable, it 
was only right that the matter should be fairly 
stated. lt did not appear that there was any public. 
meeting called to give it sanction. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND had always tried to keep 
from intermeddling in the affairs of other districts. 
He knew, therefore, but little of the memorialists, 
or about the manner in which it was got up; and 
when doubts were attempted to be cast upon them 
and it, he felt he owed it to himself, and to the 
House, to state that he presented it because he was 
requested todo so. He alluded to the gallant sol- 
dier, because, from the knowledge he had of his 
character, he was convinced he would not do a 
thing so derogatory to his character as bringing a 
petition with false names. Although he did not 
| himself know the persons, he had no hesitation in 
saying that he believed the sentiments contained 
in the memorial were felt by a large body of the 
workingmen in the district. 

The memorial, with the names, was then ordered 
to be printed, and referred. 


Mr. WATMOUGH presented two memorials 
from the mechanics and workingmen of the 
Northern Liberties, and from the farmers, mechan- 
ics, &c., in the smaller districts, in favor of the 
restoration of the deposites, and recuartering of 
the bank; which were read, referred, and, with 
the names, ordered to be printed, 

Mr. MILLIGAN presented the memorial of 
sundry inhabitants of New Castle county, Dela- 
ware, praying the restoration of the deposites to 
the United States Bank. : 

Mr. MILLIGAN said, that when the subject 
to which the petition referred should be brought 
before the House by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, he should feel it his duty to throw aside 
the character of listener which he had hitherto 
sustained, and advocate the views of his constit- 
uents before this House. At present, it was his 
purpose to say that the petition was signed by one 
thousand six hundred persons, embracing a ma- 
jority of the voters of the county, and to bear tes- 
timony to their respectability, intelligence, indus- 
try, and enterprise. They were influenced in their 
views by no party considerations, and they were 
men of different occupations, and of every grade 
of wealth. Mr. M. proceeded, at some length, to 
explain and support the views of the memorialists, 
after which, on his motion the memorial was read, 
referred, and ordered to be printed. 

.Mr. MILLIGAN also presented the proceed- 
ings of the meeting at which the above memorial 
was adopted, which was also read, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. McKIM rose and said: 

I am requested to present two memorials signed 
by 3,624 citizens of Baltimore, stating that they 
approve of the course of the Administration in 
relation to the Bank of the United States, and 
praying that the charter of said bank may not be 
renewed. ; 

I shall not, Mr. Speaker, trespass on the time 
of the House, by detailing the various trades and 
professions of the signers to this memorial; it is 
sufficient for my purpose to say, that they are 
American freemen, and as such, entitled to be 
heard, and to have equal weight and consideration 
In proportion to their numbers, as to any memorial 
yet presented to this House. 


Mr. WATMOUGH desired this equally with 


On motion of Mr. McKIM, the memorial was 


s 


read and ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GORDON presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Virginia, requesting the Representa- 
tives and instructing the Senators from that State 
to exert their efforts to procure the restoration of 
the deposites, &c. The Legislature considered 
this as a great question, and regarded the action of 
the President on the subject as violative of the 
Constitution. The people of Virginia heretofore 
yielded to no portion of the people of this nation 
in admiration and respect for our Chief Magistrate. 
But the Legislature of Virginia, standing on con- 
stitutional grounds, now opposed his assumptions 
of power, and the voice of the Legislature was, he 
believed, reéchoed by almost all the people of the 
State. They characterize the measures of the Pres- 
ident as a dangerous and alarming assumption of 
power, and they say that they haveseen an inten- 
tion or a tendency to concentrate all power in the 
hands of the Executive. They witness the exer- 
cise of legislative functions by the Executive, and 
they see the rights of this House trampled under 
foot. i 

'The Executive Magistrate was authorized by the 
charter of the bank, in case of a violation of the 
charter, to issue a scire facias and try the question; 
but, prejudging the question, he has himself de- 
cided it, instead of the judge. The laws direct that 
the Secretary of the Treasury, if he have good 
cause, shall remove the deposites. The President 
abused his power of appointment, to thrust from 
office a Secretary who had decided that he had no 
sufficient reason for removing the deposites, and 
put in one whose opinions were known to coincide 
with his own. The President had done that in- 


l directly which he had no power to do directly. 


The President had no right to go-into the Treasury 
except under the orders of Congress—he had no 
right to interfere directly in any way with the 
Treasury. The Legislature admitted, and he him- 
self admitted, the right of removal from office; but 
to make use of the power of removal to effect an 
illegal act was, in their and his opinion, a danger- 
ous assumption of power. A power to put inand 
out forty thousand officers, would become, if wield- 
ed for political effect by the President, utterly in- 
consistent with the political freedom of the country. 
This golden ladder of preferment, with forty thou- 
sand rounds, held out to every climber-up the pros- 
pect of reaching to the top. Human virtue could 
not withstand the temptations which power and 
patronage presented to their followers. Heshould 
feel himself degraded to stand here as a representa- 
tive of the people, if such a construction of the Con- 
stitution should prevail as would give the President 
the power to put out and in, without just cause, 
almost every functionary of the-Government. He 
did not believe that it was the intention of the Pres- 
ident to grasp the liberties of the country; he be- ` 
lieved he viewed the Bank of the United States ag 
a monster standing in the way of public liberty. 
But the State of Virginia, though likewise opposed 
to a national bank, viewed the question as one 
concerning the powers of the different branches of 
the Government. Alllegislative power was vested 
in Congress. The veto power of the President 
was not a legislative power, but merely a negative 
power. The Constitution directs that no money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury without an ap- 
propriation by law. 

It had been assumed that, in the interval between 
the collection and the disbursement of the revenue, 
the President might do what he pleased with Mf. 
But Mr. G. contended that the President had 
nothing to do with the public money excepting as 
appropriated by law. The assumption violated 
the groundworks of free government, and he ex- 
pressed his surprise and regret that the represent- 
atives of the people did not condemn the course of 
the Executive insianter. He had no doubt, how- 
ever, that the members of this body acted from 
honest convictions of their duty. 

Mr. G. then alluded to the President’s proclama- 
tion, the principles and objects of which he con- 
demned. That was the first measure as to which 
the people of Virginia differed from the President. 
Sixty days before the meeting of Congress, after 
various transmutations in the Cabinet, a blow was 
struck which carried alarm through the whole com- 
munity. The deposites were removed. The.meas- 
ure he deemed unnecessary, as the bank had been 
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killed by the veto; and as the time of the President’s 


term of office was longer than the remaining term | 
D n 


of the charter, there was no possibility that the | 
bank would obtain a renewal of its charter. It did 
not require memorials from Philadelphia, or else- | 
where, to tell us that the measure was productive 
of distress and embarrassment. {ts necessary re- 
sult was general distrust and despondency. 

Mr. G. considered the power of removal as a 
legal, not a constitutional power; and while he was 
a representative of the people, he meant to watch 
over its exercise. The only way to preserve lib- 
erty was to diffuse power. Where it was concen- 
trated, it became corrupt. ‘ 

Virginia stood in opposition to the power as- 
sumed by Congress to charter any bank; her 
doctrines, as to the rights of the States, were well | 
known, and by them he was determined to stand 
or fall. 

The resolutions were then read, after which, 

Mr. PATTON rose and called for the reading 


of the following letter, which was sent by the || 


Governor of Virginia, with the resolutions, to the 

Representatives in Congress from Virginia: 
Executives DEPARTMENT, 

February 13, 1834. 


VIRGINIA. 
Sir: In compliance with the request of the Gen- 


eral Assembly of the Commonwealth, it gives me |; 


great pleasure to transmit to you the accompany- | 
ing resolutions, adopted by that body, disapproving 
‘of the recent act of the President, in withdrawing 
and withholding the public deposites from the bank 
where they had been placed by law. 

This dangerous and alarming assumption of 
power has already inflicted deep and lasting injury 
upon the citizens of this Commonwealth, which 
your efforts and exertions in the Congress of the 
United States, it is hopes , will aid in alleviating as 
far as practicable, and restraining the disposition 
which the President has manifested to extend his 
official authority beyond its just and proper limits, 
which he has so clearly manifested in his recent 
interference with the Treasury Department of the 
Federal Government. 

I am, sir, with respectful consideration, your 
ebedient servant, JOHN FLOYD. 


Mr. P. rose to perform the unpleasant and un- 
gracious task of showing that the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, in thus sending his missive to therepresent- 
atives of that State in Congress, had manifested a 
disposition to extend his authority beyond its 
proper and defined limits. And he desired to 


know by what right the Executive was authorized || 


But 
dent 


to do more than to transmit the resolutions. 
when he did thus denounce the acts of the Presi 


in withdrawing the deposites, as a dangerous and |! conclusion must be that it must result in erecting 


alarming assumption of power, which he felt pleas- 
ure in doing, he ought to have given a better and 
more accurate description than he had chosen to 
do, of the state of public opinion, and have added, | 
that Virginia had not deserted the opinions which 
she had always entertained in opposition to the 
bank—that Virginia still held to the opinions which | 
she promulgated in 1798, and which she reiterated 


in 1811, that the power to establish such an insti- |! 


tution by Congress, was a dangerous violation of 
the Constitution, and a dangerous encroachment 
upon the sovereignty of each of the United States. 
The Governor had been pleased, also, to express | 


his hopes that the efforts of the representatives of |! 


Virginia here would be used in restraining the dis- | 
position manifested by the President, in extending 
his judicial authority. But, whilst he would ac- | 
knowledge with gratitude any opinions with which 


| mit with complacency to him, in what was as great 
: an assumption, and look on, or listen with com- 
| placency to the anathemas he dealt forth at his 
| pleasure against the President? He felt that it 
became them to treat the executive authority, at 
| all times, with becoming respect, and when the 
Governor proceeded in this style, he was remind- 
ed of the anecdote told of the honest Dutchman, 
Henry Snyder, who, passing judgment upon him- 
self, was forced to acknowledge, that in taking too 
much toll—but which he gave to the poor—‘ he 
| might go along vid the sheep, but it was a tammed 
| light squeeze.” There was but little difference be- || 
| tween this assamption by the Governor, and that j 
| by the President. He would regret his missive, 
| the President’s proclamation, and the manifesto 
| read by the President to his Cabinet, as of one 
| and the same class, par nobile fratrum, and all as 
| being efflorescence from the soil of Executive 
| pruriency. 

| In noticing the resolutions of the Legislature, 
he would do so with all the respect to which they 
| were entitled. His own opinions on the subject- 
j matter were well known to be at variance with 
them; he had given the subjeet every considera- 
tion, and he saw no reason to change the opinion 
| he had entertained. Although he might best con- 
| sult his own interest by doing so, and joining in 
the cry that was endeavored to be raised of tyr- 
anny and despotism, he would not until he was 
| directed so to do by that authority which only he | 
could recognise—that of the people whom he 
| represented. He would not float into the stream, 
| which must finally lead to the gulf of despotic 
consolidation, into which the country was rapidly 
| falling. He remembered well, and the time was 
not long gone by, when Virginia stood alone in 
| resisting the encroachments of the Federal Gov- 
l} 


ernment. The doctrine, however, spread. The 
| Bank of the United States was one of the first- 
Í bern that sprung from these encroachments. He 
therefore rejoiced that, as it was the most power- || 
ful, it was then reeling and tottering under the 
same blow which had nearly destroyed the two 
! others, which had a similar origin—internal im- 
provement and the tariff. He could not wish to 
mitigate its fate, and hoped that those who con- 
tended so successfully in arresting the progress of 
consolidation, would not be led way under the 
influence of excitement, and thus abandon their 
| principles. Mr. P. referred to the opinions ex- 
| pressed by Mr. Madison, in his various letters 
| under the signature of Publius, showing the dan- || 
gers of concentrating power, and argued at length 
to prove, that if the preamble to the resolution was 
adopted, as there was in it what he contended was 
| an unfounded assumption of power, the natural 


| 
| 


| a principle which isalike unsound. In commenting 
; upon the resolutions adopted by the Legislature 
| of his State, he was compelled to deny that the 
| framers of the Constitution deemed the act of the 
| Presidentin removing from office to be a dangerous 
| or alarming usurpation. He maintained that the 
| power of removal was more properly an execu- | 
; tive than a legislative power. 

Mr. P. said that no one contended that the Pres- 

| ident had the right to use capriciously the power 


of removal and appeintment. Such aright would 


-y 


; contrary, 


| set up all the offices of the country to be scram- | 
| bled for, and establish the detestable principle 
thatthe spoils of the vanquished belong to the 
| victors. He would oppose this principle by whom- 
| goever it might be advanced. Mr. P. here read a 
| 


passage from the speech of Mr. Ca.uown, stating 
removal could be constitution- | 


: that the power of i | 
in the 


he might be favored, to instruct himasto the path 
he should pursue, and give 
consideration it would merit, he could not recog- 
nise the Governor’s right to do so, under the offi- 
cial garb of his authority, addressed by letters 
missive, more in the style of a great potentate, to 
an ambassador selected by him to do his bidding, 
than in anything else. No person had more loudiy 
joined in the universal burst of indignation with 
which the President’s proclamation had been 
received in Virginia, than the present Governor of 
Virginia. And he had upon all occasions joined 
in denouncing the President for having assumed 
what he considered to be an authority which did 
not belong to him; and should, or ought, the repre- 
sentatives, the free representatives of Virginia, sub- 


i ally exercised, and viewing its exercise, 
such instruction the |! 


buse, and not as an assumption | 
ower. This gentleman rested his opposition to 
measure on the supposed impropriety of the 

| motives of the President in exercising the power. 
|| If he could believe that the President’s motives || 
|| were corrupt, he would go as far as any one in| 
| condemning them, and he would be willing that ;| 
|| any inquiry should be instituted into the facts. | 
But the question did not rest upon reason OF 


present case,asana 


Sr Se ee eee 


|| ofp 
i; the 


1 
H 


t 
i argument. There was the highest authority for 
|| the right of the President to exercise the power. |! 
|; It rested on a legislative act, passed in 1789, nine |; 
|| days after the organization of the department, || 
|| establishing the salaries of the executive depart- |! 
|| ments. But the question was put forever at rest © 


| 
| 


by the fact that the act creating the Treasury Dez 
partment imposed upon the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to report to Congress plans for the improve- ` 


ment of the revenue, &c., and that Congress isnot 
bound to act upon those plans, but may lay them 


aside. He censured Mr. Duane, not for refusing 
to resign, but for giving a pledge to resign. He 
maintained that the President had acted honestly 
and faithfully in this matter, and that he had the 
constitutional right to remove Mr, Duane, and that 
he would have been recreant to his trust ifhe had 
not removed him. 

If the correctness of the President’s motives 


| were questioned, let them be inquired into and 
| ascertained.. 


But it was said that the House of Representa- 
tives had declared that the deposites were safe in 
the Bank of the United States. To this he an- 
swered that the opinion was forced upon Congress 
by the application of the gag, without considera- 
tion or the examination of evidence. There was 
nothing in the vote of Congress, or that resolu- 
tion, which ought, in the least degree, to have in- 
fluenced the action of the President on this subject. 
But it was said that the House of Representatives 
had the exclusive control of the Treasury. There 
was not a clause in the Constitution which gave 
countenance to this assertion. The bills were to 
originate in the House of Representatives. This 
had no reference to the present question. Alllaws 
respecting the keeping of the deposites belong to 
the legislative department, in the constitutional 
use of the term, and are not the peculiar province 
of the House of Representatives. But General 
Jackson had not seized the purse. He could not 
touch even a dollar of his own salary without the 
forms of law. It was said that he could turn out 
the officers, and put in those creatures who would 


sign such warrants as were presented to them. | 


But it was as vain to talk about that as to say that 
the legislative department might take the whole 
surplus revenue and distr 
as extra compensation. We had the power to do 
it; but should that prevent us from exercising our 
just and proper powers? It was idle to argue 


| against the existence of powers from their possi- 
bility of being abused. It was the part of wis-. 


dom to restrain the powers of Government within 


ibute it among ourselves, - 


just limits, and, by proper checks, to prevent those ` 


limits from being transcended. ‘fgentlemen thiok 
that this is an arbitrary assumption of power by 
the President, he submitted that they ought to 
proceed to inquire into the facts. Let us not act : 
as accusers and judges. If the charges were true, 


the President ought to be impeached; and if they’ 


were true, he ought to be convicted. According 
to his present impression, he could noé.see the dis- 
tinction between this question and that of rechar- 
tering the bank. Unless he could be convinced 
that the restoration of the deposites would relieve 


ii the community, he should vote against their res- 


toration. 

He could not agree with the Legislature that the 
safety of the public treasure was the only reason 
for which the deposites could be removed. On the 
he did not think it a leading considera- 
tion. If that were intended by the charter, it would 
have been so stated. Why should the charter 
require the Secretary of the Treasury to give 
‘<reasons,’? when they contemplated but onereason? 
The charter also required that the notes of the 
bank should be received in payment of the rev- 
enue; and if, in giving this power to remove the 
deposites, their safety was alone considered, would 
not some provision have been made’ for discred- 
iting their notes at the Treasury at the same time 
that the deposites were removed? It was not his 
design to advert at present to many other points 
which had been brought into discussion, but which 
were not presented by the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature: He, however, resisted the idea that the 
United States Bank was the Treasury, and con- 
tended that the Treasury was the public money, 
wherever it was kept. If the bank had violated 
its charter, and engaged in party contests, the 
Secretary had the right to remove the deposites. 
One of the charges against the bank had been 
attempted to be met by ridicule. But the charge 
was too serious to be got over in that way. He 
then went into a detail of the printing expenses of 
the bank during the late contest for the Presi- 
dency, at the very moment when the main. ques- 


. 
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tion between. the two parties was bank or no bank. 


Ble read an extract from a report made to this 
House, two years ago, which was thought to be 
so excellent an argument in favor of the recharter 
of the bank, that a large number of copies were 


distributed by the bank. In this pa&sage the wri- | 


ter laid down, in broad terms, the very principles 
on which the Secretary of the Treasury claimed 
the right to remove the deposites. He also referred 
to. the opinions of Mr. Sergeant and: Mr. McLane 
as authority for the measure. The argument then 
was, that: the Legislature had no right to investi- 
gate the concerns of the bank, or in any way to 
interfere with it. In relation to the selection of 
the places of depositing the public money, he had 
only:to say that, before the establishthent of the 
bank, the Secretary of the Treasury exercised the 
exclusive control of this subject. The Secretaries 
of the Treasury had exercised the power, without 
dispute, of transferring the public money from one 
bank to-another, and choosing what banks they 
pleased as its depository. 

In conclusion of the remarks, of which the 
above is a very slight sketch, Mr. P. strongly 
expressed the opinion that this was a contest 
between the Constitution and the laws on one 
hand, and a moneyed oligarchy on the other. 

Mr. GHOLSON obtained the floor, and signi- 
fied a wish to speak on the subject; but as the 
hour was very late, he would defer his remarks 
for the present. On bis motion, 

» The House then adjourned. 


-IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March.4, 1834. 


Two messages upon executive business were 
received from the President of the United States, 
by Mr. Donetson, his Private Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 
ceedings of a large meeting of the citizens of Phil- 
adelphia in favor of the restoration of the deposites 
to the Bank of the United States, vs 

Mr. McKEAN moved that the proceedings be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, 

Mr. CLAY and Mr. McKEAN made a few 
remarks in support of the respectability of the 
character of the individuals composing the meet- 
ing; when the motion for reference and printing 
was agreed to. ‘ 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the inhabitants of West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, of a similar character to 
those of Philadelphia; upon which the same order 
was taken. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 


nication from the Treasury Department, in com- | 


pliance with a resolution of Mr. POINDEXTER, con- 
cerning the removal of public deposites from the 
Planters’ Bank of Natchez. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the reading be-dis- 
pensed with, and the communication and docu- 
ments be printed; which was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a lengthy 
communication from the Post Office Department, 

. the reading of which was dispensed with, on 
motion of Mr. GRUNDY, at whose instance an 
index was ordered to be prepared of the various 
subjects contained in the communication, and.that 
it be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Treasucy Department, in com- 
pliance with*the resolution of Mr. WEBSTER, 
transmitting a statement of the monthly returns 
of the Bank of the United States since August, 


1833. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the select committee 
to whom was referred the credentials of the Hon. 
Asner Rosnins and Exisua R. Porrer, on the 
subject of the contest between those: two gentle- 
men for a seat in the Senate, made a report, which 
Mr. P. read at the Secretary’s table, adverse to the 
claims of Mr. Porrer, and favorable to the right 
of Mr. Rossins, the sitting member, to his seat. 

After the report had been read, - 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he declined making 
any observations upon the subject now. He 
merely wished to move the printing of the report 
and the documents. He understood that the mi- 
uority of the committee wanted to submit a counter 


, 


j 
i 


* 
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report, and: he wished to give them time for that 
purpose, and when the- report: came up for con- 
sideration he would submit his views. aoe 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was bound, in justice to 

himself and to the honorabie Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Rives,] who, it-would be recollected 
by the Senate, was a member of this select com- 
mittee, but who had, upon a late day, resigned his 
seat in this body, to-state afew facts in relation to 
the proceedings of the committee. According to 
his recollection, the meeting of the committee to 
decide the important matters referred to it was held 
three weeks ago on Saturday last. At that meet- 
ing the views of each member of the committee 
were fully expressed, and it was found that him- 
self and his honorable friend from Virginia enter- 
tained the same opinions, and that their opinions 
differed with those entertained by the other three 
members of the committee. He (Mr. W.) then 
understood that the report of the majority of the 
committee would be drawn up and submitted to 
the minority at a much earlier period; but he found 
no fault with the treatment which the minority of 
the committee had received from the majority. 
He knew from his own experience how little time 
any member of the Senate could get, from his 
other duties, to think and write upon subjects im- 
portant as those submitted to‘this select committee. 
The honorablechairman of the committee, as much 
pressed with other official duties as any other 
member of the body, had found it nevessary to 
retain the papers upon which the report was to be 
predicated until the present time, to enablehim to 
draw up the report of the majority of the com- 
mittee; and his (Mr. W.’s) knowledge of the case 
enabled him to say, that no person could write a 
report upon this subject without the possession of 
the papers before the committee. Such had been 
the course permitted to the parties by the com- 
mittee, that those papers were indispensable in 
drawing a report taking either side of the great 
question. ‘ 
- He, (Mr. W.,) by the resignation of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, was now left alone as the mi- 
nority of the committee, and unexpectedly the labor 
of drawing up a report, expressing the opinion of 
the minority of the committee, was devolved upon 
him; as before the resignation of the honorable 
Senator, it was understood between them, that 
that able and much more competent individual 
should perform that labor He (Mr. W.) should 
have asked the Senate to elect a member of the 
committee to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of his honorable friend, had it not been 
for the fact that the case had been finally decided 
by the committee before that event happened; but, 
with his best, reflection upon the subject, he had 
come to the conclusion that placing at this late 
period of their action, a new member upon the 
committea, would give little aid to their delibera- 
tions, while it would impose an arduous labor upon 
some member of the Senate. 

A question had been suggested in the committee 
as to the right, under the rules and practice of the 
Senate, of the minority ofits committees to submit 
a report. His present object was to say, that 
himself and his colleague before named upon the 


of the importance of the questions involved, they 
had considered it to be their duty to present their 
views to the Senate, in case it should be considered 
admissible for them to do so. He was aware that 
he ought ‘to have been prepared, at this time,,to 
submit those views, but want of possession of the 
papers had prevented him from having made that 
preparation, and his expectation, entertained until 
one week ago on Saturday last, that the Senator 
from Virginia would perform the labor, furnished 
another reason for his want of preparation. 

He would now submit to: the Senate the dispo- 
sition of the whole matter, declaring his disposi- 
tion, according to his best ability, to discharge his 
duty asa member of the committee, but entertaining 
no feelings as to the course which the Senate should 
indicate. The honorable chairman had moved the 
printing of the report of the majority , and if the Sen- 
ate should so order, and no other expression should 
be made, he should feel it to be his duty, as soon as 
he could obtain the possession of the papers from 
the committee, to draw upa report. containing the 
views of the minority of the committee, so far as 
they came in conflict with those which had been 


committee, had discussed this subject, and in view | 


given:to the Senate by the majority. Still, if such 
a report would not'be'received by the Senate, he 
desired to be saved the labor of making it, and, 
therefore, he hoped such expression would be now 
made as might. direct him as to his duty. For 
himself, he felt no anxiety.whatever, but rather 
régretted that this responsible duty had devolved 
uponhim; but under the circumstances, and stand- 
ing alone in the minority, he felt so strongly the 
importance of the questions, that he should not 
shrink from the attempt to present his views of: 
them, in case they would be received bythe Sen- 
ate, and in that event those views should be pre- 
sented at the earliest day at which his other duties, 


| and the possession of the papers, would enable 
| him- to give them. 


Mr. CLAY said, that.the time had arrived for 
proceeding to the orders of the day; but he would 
say, that the parliamentary propriety of allowing 
a counter report of a committee, no doubt, was 
not warranted by usage, as it had been applied in 
this country, until within a few years past. .As 
regarded the practice of the Senate on this subject; 
he did not know what it was, but he thoughtita 
bad one to introduce. He had no objection to re- 
ceiving the report of the minority, but he wished 
now to move the postponement of the subject till 
to-morrow, and proceed to the consideration of the - 
special order. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said he was aware 
that, until a late period, it was not the practice to 
present counter reports; it grew up in the House 
of Representatives, and this morning there were 
two reports made in that body on the same sub- 
ject. A few years since, the question was raised 
in this body. A Senator from South Carolina 
presented a majority report on the subject of re- 
ducing the duty on imported iron; a Senator from 
New Jersey presented the minority report on the 
permission of the Senate. Thereport was received 
for the purpose of enabling the minority fairly and 
fully to express their views and opinions. He 
hoped the view of the gentleman from Kentucky 
would not be carried into effect. If the report 
could be sent back to the committee, so that the 
opinions of both the majority and minority could 
be presented in one view, he thought it would be’ 
the preferable course. : 

Mr. CLAY said the- gentleman from Alabama 
misunderstood him. He was not opposed to a. 
minority report. He only said the practice was 
unparliamentary, The gentleman relied upon a. 
single precedent,and Mr. C. would submit whether 
a single precedent ought to control the Senate now 
and hereafter. Ashe understood that case, a paper 
was reported by a majority, and another by the 
minority. In this instance, he would prefer allow- 
ing a minority report, butat the same ume with an 
expression of opinion that it. should not be con- 
sidered as a general rule, because he thought it a 
bad one. But he hoped the subject would be post- 
poned till to-morrow, angl the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, who had the floor, be allowed to pro- 
ceed in the speech which he had begun upon the 
special order. 

Mr. POINDEXTER thanked the gentleman 
from Alabama for referring to the precedent. He 
was quite willing that the minority should have an 
opportunity to make their report. 

Mr. SPRAGUE was very unwilling the minor- 
ity should be deprived of the opportunity of 
making a counter report. But he thought it could 
not be yielded to them as a matter of right He 
would rather laydown a prospective rule, than 
appeal to the present. He hoped such a course 
would beadopted as would enable the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Wricut] to make his 
report; as he believed, from his statement, that he 
would have had much difficulty before in doing 
so. 
Mr. CLAYTON understood the proposition of 
the gentleman from Alabama was, to recommit the 
whole subject, which he was opposed to. He 
heped every facility would be given the gentleman 


! from New York to make his report, but he thought 


the rule, as a matter of practice, objectionable, as 
it would in every case of difference of opinion ina 
committee, enable a minority to obstruct and delay 
the action of a majority. He thought it better to- 
print the report, and give an opportunity to th. 
gentleman to examine it and the documents, and 
then submit his report. 
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Mr. CHAMBERS said he recollected the case 


alluded to by the gentleman from Alabama, and if || 


his object was to recommit this report, he thought 
if.the gentleman examined it more closely, he 
would find himself mistaken in the extent to which 
he supposed the precedent went, as a justification 

_of aminority report. [Mr. C. here read an extract 
from the Senate Journal.) Here there was no 
yecommitment. In the progress of the proceed- 
ing, the minority presented a paper expressive of 
their views, which was received, and he was will- 
ing to extend the same indulgence to the gentle- 
man from New York. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was in the Chair on 
the occasion alluded to, and had a distant recol- 
lection of it. It was submitted as a paper, and 
printed as a.paper, not as a report. : 

Mr. KING replied that the minority madea 
report, and it purported to be the report of a 
minority of the committee, call it by what name 
you please, and it was also ordered to be printed. 
W hat distinction was there in calling it a paper, 
when it was a report, and was called a report? 
Now, he was anxious to know the grounds, not 
only on which the majority, but also the minority, 
founded their opinions; and when a subject of so 
much importance was presented, as one involving 
the right of an individual to a seat in the Senate 
of the United States, it was highly desirable to 
have the whole subject before us, so that Senators 
might be enabled to examine it thoroughly. He 
would withdraw his motion to recommit the report, 
and he hoped the gentleman from New York, on 
the part of the minority, would present his views 
on the subject.» 

Mr. WRIGEIT said it was immaterial to him 
what disposition was made of the question. His 
object was to discharge his duty as a member of 
the committee to the best of his ability, and if it 
was not a part of his duty to draw up a counter 
report, he had no desire to do it; but if it was, he 
would carefully undertake it. But from the gen- 
eral expression of the gentleman from Alabama 
and others on the subject, he would endeavor to do 
his duty as early as he could get possession of the 
papers, and prepare the report. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the correspondence | 
between the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads and the Postmaster General be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount of money 
paid by the Post Office Department since the Ist 
of July, 1828, for services rendered and expenses 
incurred prior to that date; also the amount of 
money paid since the Ist of April, 1829, for ser- 
vices rendered and expenses incurred prior to that 
date; and also whether any balance remains due |; 
from that department, and if any, what amounts 
for services rendered and expenses incurred prior 
to the above periods. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order | 


| 


of the day, being Mr. Cray’s resolution, and the || 


report of the Committee on Finance on the 
REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


Mr. ADAMS, of New York, a bill for the relief 
of Josiah H. Brown and John Conkin. i 

Mr.SCHLEY, a bill for the relief of Isaac 
Janvier. 

Mr. BLAIR, a bill to appropriate certain lands 
within the State of Alabama for the purpose of 
improving the Tennessee and Coosa rivers, and 
connecting their waters by canal or railroad. 

Mr. POPE, a bill in relation to the Louisville 


! and Portland canal; all which were read twice and 


committed. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON reported the bill making 
amendments to the bill in relation to the commis- 
sariat; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of L. H., Lor- 
riens, attorney in fact for P. Lorriens, widow of 
Peter Juzon, deceased; which was ordered to be 
laid on the table. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. POLK presented, from the Committee of 
Waysand Means, areportand resolutions founded 
upon the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
relation to the deposites, and the sundry memo- 
rials referred to them. Hesaid he was instructed 
by the committee to move that the further consid- 
eration of the report should be postponed until 
Wednesday in next week; and, in the mean time, 
that ue report and accompanying documents be 
printed. 

Mr. CLAY called for the reading of the report, 


c. 
Mr. McDUFFIE suggested that the reading of 
the resolutions might be sufficient. 
Mr. CLAY desired to have the whole read. 
The SPEAKER remarked that it was the right 


| of every member to call forthereading. It wasso 


settled repeatedly. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved to dispense with the 
reading. 

The SPEAKER decided that such a motion was 
notin order. According tothe lex parliamentaria, 
it was settled that every member had the right to 


he might not be forced to vote upon what he did 
not understand. 

Mr. BINNEY stated he had a report to present 
from the minority of the committee, and he wished 
to know the proper time for presenting their views. 

The SPEAKER informed him, after this ques- 
tion was disposed of. 


tent for the majority of the House to dispense 

with the reading. He suggested to the member 

from Alabama, that it was unnecessary to have 

their time occupied, as the report, &c., were to be 
rinted. 

k The SPEAKER replied in the negative, for the 

reason he had previously given. 

Mr. CLAY said he wished the report to be read, 
as it was his intention to move for the printing of 
an extra number of copies. 

Mr. PATTON remarked,’that there would not 
be any objection to having an extra number 
printed. 


When Mr. HILL resumed and concluded his 


speech in favor of the course pursu2d by the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury; when, 
On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 
The Senate proceeded, at a quarter before four, | 
to executive business; and after spending a few 
minutes therein, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Turspay, March 4, 1834. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill for the || 
relief of Nicholas C. Coleman; which was ordered || 


to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. WATMOUGETL, abill to authorize the pay- i 
ment of a certain balance of prize money due to | 


Henry Bell. , 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, bill to authorize the 
sale of certain land reservations in Ohio, and in 


The report having been partly read— 

Mr. CLAY said he would yield to the wish of 
the House, not to proceed with it, upon the under- 
ding that there would not be any objections 


| 
f 
| stan 


j to the printing of 10,000 copies of the report and | 


; documents. 

| The resolutions appended to the report were 

! then read next. 

| The question then bei e 

| ther consideration of the report until Wed 
week 

Mr. McDUFFIE requested that this motion 

| would be withdrawn by the honorable member 

from Tennessee, to enable him to submit an 

amendment. 

Mr. POLK said, that he moved the postpone- 
to the day mentioned, in 
having the report ‘printed, 
and dispose of it as they 


ng on postponing the fur- 
nesday 


| 
i 
| 
} 


| ment of the question 
order that the House, 
could then take it ap, 
He cou 
g the hazard of a prema- 


i 


| thought proper. — 0 
i motion, without Incurrin 


Arkansas. i 
Also, bills for the relief of Pierre Lafitte and 
Jean Baptiste Granger. 


\ ture and unnecessary discussion. 


The motion of Mr. P., to postpone the further 
consideration, was then.agreed to. 


have papers read on their first presentation, that | 


id not now withdraw his | 


Mr. HARDIN inquired if it was not compe- || 


| 


1 


| usam C. Rives; which being read, 


ji 
i 
i 


| 


Mr..BINNEY presented a report on behalf of 
the minority of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and he moved that the reading of the report 
should be dispensed with, and that it should take ` 
the same direction as the other report; agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY then moved that 10,000 copies of 
the two reports should be printed. 7 

Mr. HAWES moved 50,000; w 
jected. 

Mr. REED moved 20,000; rejected. 

Fifteen thousand copies was then suggested, 


hich was ye 


j and was finally agreed to, after a few remarks 


from Mr. EWING, in opposition. 

Mr. WILDE moved to suspend the rule to 
enable him to submit an amendment, which he> 
intended to move when the subject should come 


up. 

The House refused; ayes 108, noes 91. 

Mr. BINNEY obtained leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of. 
providing by law for the registry of assignments 
or transfer of copy-rights. 

Mr. GAMBLE submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
building a court-house in the town of Milledge- 
ville, in the State of Georgia. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee on the Pat- 
ent Laws, reported a bill for the relief of Francis 
P. Oyder; read twice and committed. 

The SPEAKER presented a report from the 
War Department, in answer to a resolution of the 
18th ultimo, on the subject of Indian affairs; laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Commissioner of the Land Office, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of the 18th 
ult.; laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill reported from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, providing for the settlement of certain 
revolutionary claims by the Secretary. of the 
Treasury. l 

Mr. VANDERPOEL resumed and concluded 


| his remarks in opposition to the bill. 


Mr. MUHLENBERG supported the bill at 
some length, vindicating it from the objections 
urged by Messrs. Pierce, of New Hampshire, © 
and VANDERPOEL. 

Mr. BROWN rose and intimated an intention 
to speak upon the subject; but, as the usual hour 
of adjournment had arrived, he moved that the 
House adjourn. The motion prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. - 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, March 5, 1834. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Bensamin Warxins Leren, elected a 
Senator from Virginia, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. WiL- 

Mr. Leren appeared, was qualified; and took 
his seat. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the select committee with 
regard to the admission of the Territories of Mich- 
igan and Arkansas into the Union, asked that cer- 
tain documents of the Legislative Council of 
Michigan might be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of 
the directors of all the banks in Norwich, Con- 
necticut, in favor of restoring the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, together with the pro- 
ceedings of a town meeting in the same place; 
which, after some remarks by Mr. Tomuinson, 
were read, referred to the Committee on.Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. HILL presented a memorial signed by three 
hundred and fifty-seven citizens of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, praying that a sea-wall may be 
erected in that harbor. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the me- 
morial of inhabitants of Bloomfield, New Jersey, 
together with one fram Orange township, Essex 
county, New Jersey, in favor of the restoration of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


M arch &, 


‘the deposites to the Bank of the United States; | 
which, after some remarks by Mr. F., were read, | 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered | 
to be printed. : g 
Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of in- 
habitants of the county of Chester, Pennsylvania, 
: ‘asking the restoration of the deposites to the Bank 
‘ofthe United States; which was read referred to the 
Cémmittee on Finance, and ordered tobe printed. 
Mr: MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary: Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heira and legal representatives of General Lord 
Stirling; which was read, and, on his motion, the 
report and accompanying documents were ordered 
to be printed. R 
Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of in- 
habitantsof Fayetteville, North Carolina, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 
the General Assembly of Indiana, relative to ap- 
propriations for the Cumberland Road; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads, 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported the following bills: 
A bill for the relief of James P. Hainesworth; 
A bill for the relief of E. Homer; 
A bill for the relief of William Burrows; i 
A bill før the relief of Hishe Homa, otherwise | 
called Captain Red Pepper; H 
Which bills were severally read, and committed. 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from thesame committee, | 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of the Legislature of Ala- | 
baina, and the petition of inhabitants of Mobile, 
in that State, relative to the prices of public lands 
and preémption rights, and that the memorials be 
laid upon the table; which was agreed to. 


Jn pursuance of notice, Mr. KING, of Alabama, 
asked and. obtained leave to introduce a bill, au- | 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to make 
additional compensation to the register and receiver 
of the land office established at Tallahassee, Flor- 
ida; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented 
by Messrs. TIPTON, HILL, MANGUM, and 
HENDRICKS; which were severally referred to 
the appropriate committees. : 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the report of the 
Postmaster General, made yesterday, was referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, i 

Mr. EWING moved to take up the resolation 
offered by Mr. Manaum, in relation to the printing 
of the Senate; which being agreed to— | 

Mr. MANGUM offered the following as a sub- 
stitute for the original resolution, observing. that | 
its object was merely to place the printer of the | 
Senate upon a footing with the printers of the | 
House. 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the 
14th of May, eighteen hundred and thirty, direct- | 
ing the Secretary of the Senate to contract with | 
the printer of the House of Representatives for | 
copies of the documents printed by the order of į 
the House, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 
and that the orders of the Senate for printing be 
executed without regard to the printing of the 


House. : 

Mr. FORSYTH asked that the letter written 
by the Secretary of the Senate to the printers of i 
the House in relation to the printing authorized , 
under that rule, might be read, together with their | 
answers; which being done, Mr. F. said, that | 
under the rule proposed to be repealed, the printers | 
of the [louse have refused to contract to furnish | 
extra documents. Of course the printer of the | 
Senate must furnish them. He did notknow why | 
the change was sought for. It was to him rather | 
a singular refusal, and on a strange ground of a | 
breach of contract between the Senate and the | 
printer of the Senate. He rose, now, however, to | 
inquire of the Secretary of the Senate what the 
difference would be, in the expense of the printing, 
by changing the rule. It was not of much im- 
portance, but the printing of the Senate was 


already sufficiently heavy, and he was not dis- ||- 


posed to increase it. 


Mr. CHAMBERS said that he had made in- 
quiry on the subject, and he theught the amend- 
ment was proper. ‘He understood that, according 
to the rules of each House, the positions of the 
two printers were not parallel, or their duties the 
same. If the rules were the same, the amendment 
would not be necessary. ` 

Some further remarks were made by Mr. FOR- 
SYTH and Mr. PRESTON, when Mr. FOR- 
SYTH moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table till to-morrow, and asked the yeas and nays 
on the motion; which, being ordered, are as fol- 
lows, viz:. 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Knight,"Linn, McKean, Mor- 
ris, Prentiss, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson, Waggaman, White, Wilkins, and 
Wricht—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, 
and Swift—20. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, all the spe- 


cial orders were postponed, in order to relieve the ; 


table of the mass of business which had accumu- 
lated upon it, and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The communication from the War Department, 
transmitting the report of the Third Auditor upon 
the accounts of William Tharp, was taken up, 


and, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, was laid | 


upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 


The resolutions offered by Mr. POINDEXTER 
on Monday last, requiring the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands to make certain inquiries with regard to 
the land offices, were taken up for consideration: 

l. Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the circum- 
stances attending the recent sales of the publiclands 
in the States of Mississippi and Alabama, and 
whether the proclamations of the President of the 
United States, causing the public lands in the dis- 
tricts of country acquired from the Choctaw tribe 
of Indians, in Alabama, to be offered at public sale, 
were issued and promulgated a reasonable length 
of time prior to the day on which said sales were 
directed to be commenced in each of said districts, 
to give proper notice to the people of the United 
States of the days appointed for said sales. 


2. Resolved, That the same committee inquire | 


whether any fraudulent practices, to the injury of 
the public interest, took place at said sales, by 
reason of combination of companies or individuals 
interdicting, or unfavorable to a fair competition 
between bidders for the public lands, offered for 
sale in the said district; and, if so, ‘whether the 
officers superintending said sales had knowledge 
of, or participated in, such fraudulent practices or 
combinations. 

3. Resolved, That. the said committee be in- 
structed to inguire whether the registers of land 
offices and the receivers of the public moneys at 
any of the land offices of the United States, or 
either of them, have, in violation of law, and of 
their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus 
or premium from any purchaser or purchasers of 
the public lands at public or private sale, for the 
benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition 
on which such purchaser or purchasers should be 
allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of 
land offered for sale by the United States; and, 
also, whether any register or receiver as afore- 
said, has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the 
sales of the public lands by adopting rules and 
regulations in their respective offices inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That the said committee inquire 
whether the public lands at any land office in the 
State of Mississippi have been sold otherwise than 
for cash; and whether any register or receiver in 
said State has, at any time, taken in payment the 
promissory note of any purchaser or purchasers, 
bearing an interest to accrue to the benefit of such 
register or receiver. 


5. Resélved, Thatin prosecution of said inquiries | 


the eommittee have power to send for persons and 


i| oath, touching the matters aforesaid. 


I| Mr. MORRIS said that these resolutions em- 
braced very extensive grounds, and invested the 
committee with very extensive powers, and it was 
necessary to know and understand the grounds on 
which they intended to proceed. He thought that, 
in order properly to proceed in the way which was 
indicated by the resolutions, some gentleman ought 
to have presented a memorial, or some specific 
subject of complaint. The power was given to 
send for persons and papers to all parts of the 
United States. He was not opposed to the inves- 
tigation, but he wished to place it on the true 
grounds, so as to preserve individual rights and 
the public good. We had been told that abuses 
existed, It might be so; and if it were, and the 
guilty persons could be discovered, he would be 
in favor of dismissing them instantly. He rose 
now to offer the following additional resolution as 
an amendment to those under consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee before they pro- 
ceed to inquire. into the conduct of any register or 
receiver of the public moneys at any land office 
in the United States, make out a specification of 
charges and facts which the committee believe to 
be trae, and inte which they shall be of opinion 
an inquiry ought to be made; that they transmita 
copy of the same to such register or receiver, who 
shall have the privilege to produce before the com- 
mittee such testimony in his favor as he shall think 
proper. . 

Mr. POINDEXTER. said the resolution was 
entirely unnecessary, as the committee would pur- 
sue the course they would think right. The com- 
mittee knew nothing, and were presumed to know 
nothing, of the facts, but they would take proper 
steps to make the investigation; and if it became 
necessary to give notice, that course would be pur- 
sued. He thought the resolution improper and 
unnecessary. 

Mr. CLAYTON thought it a bad precedent for 
future cases. It was calling on the committee to 
make out the specification of charges without 
having any facts befure them. 

Mr. MORRIS said the resolutions of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi were altogether accusatory 
in their character. What, then, was the real char- 
acter of them? Were they to correct abuses? Not 
at all. What was to be the result of the inquiry? 
He rose for the purpose of protecting, to the ex- 
tent of his ability, the rights of the free citizens of 
|| the country. Implications were contained in the 
resolution against the character of the public offi- 
cers in their private reputations, and as long as he 
‘| had the honor of a seat here, he wduld raise his 
voice to protect them against such an inquisitorial 
power. Did the committee ask this power with- 
out any evidence of the offence existing? Were 
they to draw before them just such persons as 
should be accused, and shut out from them all 
knowledge of their accusers, upon charges which, 
if explained, would, perhaps, vanish as air? He 
could notbelieve it. Heasked thegentleman from 
Mississippi for a precedent for such a power being 
conferred without some previous call for it. He 
knew of none. He wished to impose no burden 
on the committee, but he felt ita duty to himself 
and the people he represented that, when called on 
to perform a trust, he would doit. It was the 
right of every man accused to be heard. This pro- 
ceeding might be right, but it was not according 
to his ideas of what was due to every American 
freeman. 


Mr. SHEPLEY desired, if it was in order, that 
the question might be taken on each resolution 
separately. Fle was disposed to afford a fall and 
fair examination into the conduct of all the offi- 
cers of Government, and the sale and disposition 
of the public lands. He was not desirous of ex- 
cluding any information relating to the subject. 
He was disposed to vote for the first and secon 
resolutions, but not for the third and fifth. They 
were imperative, instructing, not authorizing, the 
committee to inquire into the conduct of a whole 
class of public officers in any branch of that service, 
i| which he did not think was fair. There might be 
{| abuses, but they should be designated that we 
may know on whom the imputation is to rest. 
But in the present shape of the resolutions, it is 
| on all, without exception. The authority to send 


'| papers, and to examine witnesses before them on 
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for persons and papers was very proper, but it 
should not be given without the Senate knowing 
what was necessary. It was great oppression to 
send for, and compel the attendance of, individ- 
uals here, without first becoming acquainted with 
the necessity for it. á 
Mr. POINDEXTER said, the other day this 
. investigation was invited by the gentleman from 
. Tennessee, [Mr. Grunpy,] and other gentlemen, 
and now the shoe pinched, they objected. A 
general investigation was proposed tg protect pur- 
chasers of public lands from being swindled by 
the officers. There was no power given the com- 
mittee, except what was indispensably necessary. 
Mr. GRUNDY said he made no objection to 
the inquiry whatever, but he desired to do justice. 
And that every individual officer, be he whom he 
may, if he had not consulted the public interest, 
- should be known and published. But he was de- 
sirous, at the same time, of securing justice to all. 
Without pretending to know, he thought it was 
right, according to the spirit and genius of our 
institutions, that the men who were implicated 
should have an opportunity of cross-examining 
the witnesses who should be brought to testify 
against them. He would go further; he would 
give them an opportunity to give exculpatory evi- 
dence. He moved to add, as an amendment to 
the end of the first resolution, “and the causes 
why the usual public notice was not given.” 
After some remarks between Mr. POINDEX- 
TER, Mr. CLAYTON, and Mr. GRUNDY, Mr. 


POINDEXTER accepted the amendment as a | 


modification. 

After which, some further remarks were made 
by Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. KING, of 
Alabama, Mr. PORTER, Mr. PRESTON, and 
Mr. CLAY. 

The first resolution was then agreed to unani- 
mously. 


The second resolution was agreed to, 39 to 1— || 


Mr. SHEPLEY dissenting. 

The fourth resolution was then agreed to unani- 
mously. : 

Mr. MORRIS then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr, SHEPLEY offered the following amend- 
ment to the fifth resolution: 

Strike out all after the first line, and insert 
“have power to causé testimony to be taken on 
‘oath, where any misconduct is supposed to have 
‘taken place, touching the matters aforesaid; and 
‘in case any person is implicated, such person be 
‘notified and be entitled to introduce testimony in 
‘ exculpation of himself, and to cross-examine all 
‘ witnesses introduced against him.” 

Mr. POINDEXTER then modified the fifth res- 
olution, by inserting after the word ‘* papers,” the 
words, ‘and also to take depositions.” 

Some further remarks were then made by Messrs. 
SMITH, BELL, SPRAGUE, WRIGHT, and 
SHEPLEY. 

The question on Mr. SHEPLEY’S amendment 
was determined as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth,Grundy, Hill, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Morris, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks, Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Smith, 


Sprague, Swift, Silsbee, Tomlinson, Waggaman, | 


Webster—27. 

So the amendment was lost. : 

The question was then taken on adopting the 
resolution, and it was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, March 5, 1834. 


The Hon. Levi Lincoxy, elected a Represent- i| 
ative in Congress from Massachusetts, In the place |i 


of the Elon, Jons Davis, resigned, appeared, was 
seat, 


tions; but withdrew it. % 
Mr. VANCE renewed the motion, and called for 
the yeas and nays upon it; which were ordered. 
Mr. GORHAM asked whether the Virginia res- 


olutions would not have the preference in case the 
motion prevailed? 
_ The CHAIR replied, Yes, unless those resolu- 
tions were postponed. - 
_ Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved to amend the mo- 
tion to suspend, by adding the words ‘for the 
purpose of receiving petitions and memorials, with 
the exception*of the Virginia resolutions.” 
After some conversation on the question of or- 


Virginia, who was entitled to the floor, might ob- 
viste the difficulty by yielding the floor till Mon- 
ay. i 


pose, with the understanding that he should pro- 


was concluded. 


i| Mr. WAYNE made some remarks in reference 


j| discussion upon the presentation of petitions, me- 
| morials, &c. 
The SPEAKER replied, that the Chair had en- 


‘| deavored to restrict the discussions within the 


i the House. 


‘had determined to take. ~ . 


tive; yeas 155, nays 54. 
i Mr. GHOLSON, then waived his right to the 
|| floor till Monday next. 
|| Petitions and memorials were accordingly pre- 
|} sented by Messrs. MASON, CHINN, WILSON, 
MERCER, and LOYALL, of Virginia; 

Messrs. CONNOR, W. B. SHEPARD, and 
DEBERRY, of North Carolina; 


WILDE, of Georgia; 


|| DIN, JOHNSON, POPE, DAVIS, and TOMP- 
KINS, of Kentucky; 


Messrs. LYTLE, BELL, VANCE, LEAVIT, 


CRANE, CORWIN, WHITTLESEY, and AL- 
LEN, of Ohia; 

Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana; 

Messrs. LANE, McCARTY, EWING,CARR, 
| HANNEGAN, and KINNARD, of Indiana; 

Mr. CAGE, of Mississippi; 

Messrs. DUNCAN, CASEY, and SLADE, of 
Illinois. : 

[Mr. CASEY presented the petition of sundry 


| priation of land to improve the road from Chicago 

| to Vincennes; which, on his motion, was referred 

| to the Committee on the Public Lands. ] 

i| Messrs. CLAY, MURPHY, McKINLEY, and 
MARDIS, of Alabama. 


| 
i 


|| Office and Post Roads. 


dry citizens of Jackson county, asking relief for 


' therein described; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Public Lands.} 

| Messrs. ASHLEY and BULL, of Missouri; 
Mr. LYON, of Michigan; 

Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas; 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Messrs. ADA MSand REED, of Massachusetts; 


|i island; 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, of Connecticut; 

' Messrs. MARTINDALE, DAY, WARD- 
| WELL, McVEAN, BEARDSLEY, SELDEN, 


: CRAMER, and HALSEY, of New York. , 
ii Mr. FOSTER, of Georgia, presented certain 
i resolutions of that State, on the subject of the 
| public lands. ; . 
|“ Mr. LYON presented a memorial from inhabit- 
i ants of Salem, Kentucky; 


i der, the CHAIR suggested that the member from || 


| Mr. GHOLSON said he was not disposed to | 
speak to an unwilling audience, and if the House | 
wished to pass over the Virginia resolutions for 

the present, he would yield the floor for that pur- | 


ceed in his remarks when the call of the States ' 


to the impropriety of allowing so wide a range of | 


rule, but that he had been repeatedly overruled by | 
„He did not consider that the Chair | 
was responsible for the course which the House ; 


i| The question being taken upon the motion to | 
suspend thé rule, it was determined in the afirma- | 


Messrs. W AYNE,FOSTER, CLAYTON, and | 
iland he knew them all to be highly respectable 
| Messrs. CHILTON, BEATTY, LYON, HAR- | 
Messrs. STANDITER and LEA, of Tennessee; | 


| SLOANE, MITCHELL, McLENE, VINTON, | 


citizens of the State of Illinois, praying an appro- | 


[Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
riai of sundry citizens of Blount county, in that | 
State, praying for the establishment of a post route | 
|| from Village Springs to Frontier Post Office, on | 
|| the route from Huntsville to Selma, via Ashville; i 
i| which was referred to the Committee on the Post : 


Mr. CLAY also presented the memorial of sun- ! 


| William Gunn, in relation to a certain tract of land | 


| Messrs. BURGES and PEARCE, of Rhode | 


| of the memorial. i 
Mr. W. moved to postpone its further consider- 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from Boon county, 
Kentucky; and ` 

Mr. MITCRELL, from Zanesville, Ohio, in 
Javor of, and one from Norwich, against the res- 
toration of the deposites. ae 

Mr. REED, from 1990 citizens of New Bedford, 
whom he stated to be deeply engaged in the whale 
fishery, and who were now suffering much: em- 
barrassment in consequence of the difficulty they 
experience in procuring capital to carry on. their 
business. They attribute their embarrassment to 
the recent measures of the Government, which 
have affected the operations of the State banks gen- 
erally. He called for the reading of the memorial. 

It was then read, and, with the others, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CARR rose to present certain proceedings, 


i&c., and remarked that he held in his hand the 


proceedings of a meeting holden in the town of 


ii Madison, in the State of Indiana, on the 7th of 


February, 1834, in pursuance to previous notice 
given, for the purpose, as is alleged, of taking into 


| consideration the embarrassed state of the country 


and derangement of its currency; and remarked 
that he had not been furnished with a copy of the 
proceedings adopted by the meeting, in the usual 
manner in which proceedings of the like kind are 
generally received; that the proceedings were sent 
to him by the gentlemen who acted as secretaries 
to said meeting, in a paper printed in the town of 
Madison, together with a letter addressed to him 
by the same gentlemen. Mr. C. remarked that he 
had not been requested, by any individual who 
attended the meeting, to present the proceedings to 
the House, nor did he know that it was the wish 
of those who did attend it, that he should do so; 
that he had not been informed as to the extent of 
the meeting, but that he was acquainted with the 
gentlemen who acted as officers to said meeting, 
and also with those who composed the committee 
whose duty it was made to draft the proceedings, 


individuals. Under all the circumstances, he felt 
it to be his duty, with the leave of the Fouse, to 
present the proceedings. Upon his motion the 
memorial was read,and ordered to be printed,and _ 
the same directions given to them as to the other. 
memorials on this subject. 

Mr. WILSON presented a memorial signed by 
500 inhabitants of Green county, Virginia, praying 
the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. LOYALL, from sundry merchants and 
others, of Norfolk, for the same. 

Mr. CONNOR, from inhabitants of Cabarras 
county, North Carolina, for the same. ` 

Mr. DEBERRY, from inhabitants of Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, for the same; which were 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. WAYNE, a memorial from inhabitants of 
Savannah, praying an appropriation to“be made 
for the erection of a custom- house there; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WILDE, a memorial from Augusta, signed 
by four nundred inhabitants of that town, praying 
the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. W. briefly stated, that although one of the 
inland towns, yet it was one of the most extensive 
commercial towns in the Union—its purchases 
and exports being 180,000 bales of cotton annu- 
ally, which formed one twelfth part of the whole 
of the value of the exports of the United States. 
The memorial was signed by the Mayor of the 
town, and was generally from that party styled 
Union men, who had been opposed to the doctrine 
of nullification, and many of whom were support- 
ers of the Administration. He believed a more 
independent or enlightened body of men of the 
same number never brought their complaints. to 
the House; for they were men of that character, 
that they seldom interfered in the management of 
public affairs, except to discharge the ordinary 
duties of good citizens. He called for the reading 
It was read accordingly, and 


ation until Wednesday next. $ 
Mr. WAYNE rose and remarked, that in all 
that had been said by his colleague of the respect- 
ability of the memorialists, he was altogether cor- 
rect. But standing, as he did, a representative of 
the whole people of Georgia, and not as a repre- 
sentative of a particular district only; and as he 
viewed this memorial as*enly the commencement 
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of the presentation of others from other parts of 
the State, he felt it right to assume that responsi- 
bility which. belonged to a representative of the 
whole people, and to state that he differed, in toto, 
from the sentiments expressed in the memorial; 
and ashe learned, through the medium of the news- 
papers, that some of the memorials were to be sent 
to all the representatives of Georgia, he must frank- 
ly state, that he could not give any aid to procure 
the result which they desired. He would also 
state, that his impressions of the sentiments of the 
inhabitants of the State generally, from all that he 
-was able to learn, and more particularly by letters 
from the community in which he resided, was that, 
they were decidedly in opposition to the sentiments 
expressed in this memorial, and that, unless he had 
been grossly deceived, another memorial would be 
sent on from that same city, which will confirm 
his opinion, and prove that the sentiments ought 
only to be regarded as the sentiments of the indi- 
viduals who signed it. 

The consideration of the memorial was then 
postponed. i f . 

Mr. POPE presented two memorials signed by 
upwards of a thousand inhabitants of Louisville, 
Kentucky, complaining of great pecuniary dis- 
tress and commercial embarrassment, ascribing it 
to the removal of the deposites, and praying Con- 
gress to adopt such measures of relief as its wis- 
dom might suggest. And also, to pass an act re- 
chartering the Bank of the United States, with 
modifications. 

Mr. P. observed that he recognised among the 
signatures to the memorial, the names of many ac- 
live, industrious, enterprising, and intelligent mer- 
chants, mechanics, manufacturers and professional 
gentlemen of that city—gentlemen whose opinions 
were entitled to great respect and consideration, 
either in Congress or elsewhere, and to whose 
judgments he would willingly defer on any occa- 
sion, if the act did not, in his own opinion, involve 
the sacrigce of vital interests. He moved that 
the memorials be read, laid upon the table, and 

rinted, : 
E Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, presented a memo- 
rial from the inhabitants of Burlington, Vermont, 
in favor of, and 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, a memoriat signed by 570 
persons, residents of Jamestown, and its vicinity, 
Chautauque county, New York, against the resto- 
ration of the deposites, and against the recharter of 
the bank. 

The memorials were read, referred, and laid on 
the table, 


And the several States having been gone through, |i 


The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Thorspay, March 6, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donrxson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. SILSBER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill without amendment, from 
the House of Representatives, for the relief of 
Philip Bessom; and a bill for the relief of 
Deberry. $ 

Mr. SILSBEE presented the memorial of Major 
George Bender, late of the Army of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. Also, the petition of Benjamin G. Adams; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
the Washington Canal Company, asking an appro- 
priation to complete said canal; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the resolutions 
of the Legislature of Louisiana, recommending 


that James H. Caldwell may be permitted to im- !! 


port certain articles free of duty, necessary to be 
used in lighting the city of New Orleans with gas, 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported:a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, without amendment, authorizing the 
Secretary of War to establish a pension agency at 
the town of Decatur, in the State of Alabama; 
which was read and committed. 


consideration of the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Alabama, relative to the establishment of a 
pension agency at Tuscaloosa, Montgomery, or 
Decatur, in that State; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
reported, without amendment, a- bill from the 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Pierson 
Freeman; which was read and committed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 316 
inhabitants of Buffalo, New York, praying the 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, and asking a recharter of said bank. 
The memorial was read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the petition 
of certain officers of the United States Army, 
stationed in Alabama, praying a grant of land for 
| services rendered during the late war; which was 
j referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BIBB presented the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Kentucky, requesting their Senators 
| and Representatives to endeavor to procure an act 
of Congress granting franking privileges to the 
adjutant general of that State, and major and brig- 
adier generals, when engaged in correspondence 
relative to the militia. The resolutions were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Roads. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of 
inhabitants of Illinois, praying the removal of the 
land office from Quincy, in that State. 

Mr. MOORE suggested that the petition of 
Benjamin S. Cope had been referred, at the last 
session, to the Committee on Public Lands, which 
committee had not acted upon it; when, on his 
motion, it had the same reference. 

Mr. BLACK presented the petition of the chiefs 
and captains of the Choctaw Nation of Indians, 
asking Congress for the grant of a section of land, 
forcertain purposes therein mentioned; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill in relation to 
drawbacks on goods, wares, and merchandize; 
! which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

ae Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following bills were read a third time, and 
| passed. ; 

A bill for the relief of Jobn Bills; 

A bill changing the time of holding the terms of 
the court of the western district of Louisiana. 


The bill for the relief of Archibald Smail being 
upon its third reading, was, on motion of Mr. 
POINDEXTER, laid upon the table. 

The memorial of citizens of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, relative to the removal of the deposites, 
| presented some days ago, by Mr. CLAY, was 
| then taken up, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

The report of the Committee on Pensions, unfa- 
vorable to the petition of John Smith, was taken 
up, read, and concurred in. . 

The report of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
relative to the pension fund and the Bank of the 
United States, was taken up; when some conver- 
sation occurred between Messrs. WRIGHT and 
CLAYTON, which resulted in a motion by Mr. 
C. that the report be laid upon the table, and made 
the special order of the day for Friday week. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 


sideration of the petition of Ichabod Nye; 

The report from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, unfavorable to the petition of James Ver- 
| non, was read and concurred in. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. SILSBEE, HILL, FRELINGHUY- 
| SEN, PRENTISS,SPRAGUE,BLACK,LINN, 
and KING of Alabama; which were referred to 
the usual committees. 


The Senate took up for consideration the bill 


to revive the act granting preémption rights to 
settlers upon the public lands, dated 29th of May, 


Mr. TIPTON offered an amendment to au- 
thorize any person inhabiting one quarter section, 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the further | 


| 1830. 
t 
j 
i 


| and cultivating another, to enter either at his dis- 
i cretion. 


on Pensions were discharged from the further con- 


Mr. Tiepron’s amendment being under consider- 
tion, Mr. EWING suggested a further amend- 
ment, by adding, ‘“ provided that he shall desig- 
nate to the receiver, within six months after the 
passage of this act, which he elects.” 

Mr. TIPTON accepted this as a modification, 
and the amendment was then agreed to; when the 
bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, then offered an amend- 
ment, giving preémption rights to all persons loca- 
ted on the public lands previous to 1829. Mr. K. 
observed thathe thought theamendmentnecessary, 
as the construction given to the law by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury was, that only two of the 
actual settlers could receive preémptions. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill to procure a marble bust df the late 
Chief Justice Ellsworth, to be placed in the Capi- 
tol, was taken up, and the blank filled with $800, 
on motion of Mr. ROBBINS, when it was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following resolutions were submitted during 
the morning: 

By Mr. CHAMBERS: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to erect a light-house on Love 
Point, at the mouth of Chester river. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
the name of William Pattie upon the pension roll, 
under the act of the 7th of June, 1832. 

By Mr. WAGGAMAN: ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erect- 
ing a light-house at the mouth of the bayou St. 
John, on Lake Pontchartrain, in Louisiana, 

By Mr. PRENTISS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the duty on foreign marble imported into 
the United States. 

By Mr. PRENTISS, _ - 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate a copy 
of the memorial addressed to him by the heir at 
law of the late General Ira Allen, relative to the 
capture, detention, and condemnation of the ship 
Olive Branch, and her cargo, by the British Gov- 


ernment; and also a copy of the instructions given 
to the Minister of the United States at the Court 


of Great Britain, and of the correspondence be- 


‘tween him and the British Government on the 


subject; or so much of the said instructions and 
correspondence as may be communicated, in the 
opinion of the President, consistently with the 
public interest. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
certain foreign coins, particularly Spanish milled 
dollars, and five-franc pieces, a legal tender, and 
current by law. 

The Senate, at twenty minutes after one o'clock, 
proceeded to executive business, and continued 
until a litile before three. When the doors were 
opened, 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
the Female Orphan Asylum of Georgetown, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, which had been presented at the 
lastsession, and which, on his motion, was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, aff the orders 
of the day were suspended, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill changing 
the time of holding the district court of Delaware; 
which was ordered to be engrossed for a third . 
reading. 

A bill reported by the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs, for the relief of Francis Lafontaine & Son, 


was considered, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


| third reading. 


Mr. KNIGHT moved an adjournment, but 


| withdrew it at the instance of Mr. POINDEX- 


TER. 

The Senate then, in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of the following 
bills; which were reported without amendment, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 


A bill for the relief of John Kirkpatrick; 
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A bill for the relief of the widow of Clement 
B. Penrose; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, March 6, 1834. 


Mr. EVANS reported a bill to restore to certain 
individuals pensions by them relinquished; which 
was read twice and committed. - 

The House suspended the rule to enable Mr. J. 
Q. ADAMS to submit the following resolution; 
which lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House a statement of all 
the sums denominated in the Treasury accounts 
unavailabl: funds; specifically designating the sev- 
eral banks or individuals indebted tothe ‘Treasury 
therefor; the time when each debt first became 
due; the time when failure of payment thereof 
first occurred; the security, if any, which the pub- 
lic have for the payment thereof, at any time, and 
the prospect of such eventual payment. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the, expediency of 

establishing a third judicial district in the State of 
Tennessee, and of requiring the judge of the dis- 
trict of East and West Tennessee to hold one or 
more terms of said court annually, at the town of 
Jackson, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. McCARTY, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing the officers of the land office at 
Fort Wayne, and the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, to correct an error in the entry of 
an eighty-acre lot of land, in the name of William 
O’Neal, of Delaware county, Indiana, made at 
the Fort Wayne land office, on the 29th of Sep- 
temher, 1831. 

Mr. CLAY reported a bill for the relief of James 
Kitchens; which was read twice and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. SLADE, of Illinois, a bill for the survey of 
éertain roads and canals, and improvement of har- 
bors in Michigan. 

Also, a bill granting a certain quantity of land 
to Ohio and Indiana, to open a navigable commu- 
nication between the Wabash river and Lake 
Erie; which were read twice and committed. 


PUBLIC DEFOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution offered by Mr. Marois: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 

. United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. . 

Mr. CLOWNEY resumed. He considered 
that Mr. Duane had been improperly removed 
from the office of Secretary of the Treasury, to 
make way for one whose first act was to deny the 
power of the House, from whom he alone consti- 
tutionally derived it. But the House were to judge 
of the importance of th ; 
and if they sanctioned them they might tell the 
people to be deceived as to their notions of inde- 
pendence; for they would, in effect, decide that the 
President of the United States having thus, 
through the medium of that officer, the control of 
the purse as well as the sword, he possessed more 
‘power than any king i wou 
m conclusion, avow that it was his determination 
to vote against this resolution, and every resolu- 
tion with a similar object, until the deposites were 
restored; after which he was prepared to vote for 
any measures which shou 
for their ultimate security. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he would have been glad, 
on a former occasion, if the rules of the House 
had permitted him to go into some explanation 


which seemed to be called for from him, from the | 


peculiar situation in which he stood with regard 
to this bank subject. He would, in the guissh 
consider the question of the power of remova 


e doctrines he advanced, | 


of Great Britain. He would, | 


ld be deemed necessary | 


that was involved, leaving the question of the 
influence which the restoration of the deposites 
would have in rechartering the bank, to those 
who deemed it of more importance than he did. 
Before, however, he would proceed in the discus- 
sion, he must advert to what had fallen from the 
honorable member from Alabama, [Mr. Maronrs,] 
when he had done,him the honor of making him 
the subject of his speech. If that honorable 
member professed his wonder as to what he 
thought of his conduct, what was to be thought 
of his own, in submitting his present resolution 
for legislative interference? Did he not, by his 
Own proposition, condemn the measures of the 
President?. For if he had the right to take the 
deposites from the bank, by virtue of a lawful 
power vested in him, he asked where was the 
necessity for legislation on the subject? It would, 
in this point of view, be impertinent. But thus it 
wag with those persons who spoke in one place 
what they wished only to be heard in another; 
and they pointed out inconsistency in another, 
which they overlooked in themselves. He avowed 
that he wanted no other proof of the illegality of 
the act of the removal, whenthe bad consequences 
that followed it were evinced by this attempt to 
bolster it up by future legislation. 

The honorablemember from Alabama professed 
not to understand his (Mr. C.’s) conduct, but this 
was, he thought, because he did not want to do so. 
The honorable gentleman seemed to think that the 
two questions of restoration and recharter were 
the same; but he must be permitted to suspect the 
motives of those who pretended to think so; and 
he hoped to be able to satisfy that gentleman him- 


ishment which he feels, or affects to feel. He, 
however, would rather appear inconsistent at any 
time than unjust; and he would give two answers, 
by way of illustration, which, he trusted, would 
be sufficient. It was the practice in Georgia, where 
actions were broughtto obtain by one means what 
could not be obtained by another, to put in plea 
that the purpose of the action was for selfish pur- 
poses; and the courts, holding this sufficient, would 
dismiss the action, on the ground of being vindic- 
tive, arbitrary, and unjust. This, however, might 
not bethe practice in the State of Alabama. There, 
their practice might be, to hold on to the case, the 
worse it would appear. His second answer to the 
charge might be found in an anecdote told, and 
which happened in Alabama; where, a man having 
been charged with the crime of murder, the jury 
found him guilty of—shop-lifting! The court 
pronounced that it was impossible such a verdict 
could be received. The jury retired, and, after a 
long absence, they came to the logical conclusion, 
that, if the man was not guilty of shop-lifting, he 
most certainly was of—sheep-stealing. And to 
this most righteous conclusion they availed them- 


selves of their constitutional privileges as jurors to 
cling. And he argued to show, that as he had pre- 
ferred his indictment for murder against the bank, 
on various charge’, of which it had been acquitted, 
he was not bound to think as others did, and bring 
in a verdict that the bank was guilty of shop-lifting 
or of sheep-stealing. Hearraigned the conduct of 
the President of the United States as inconsistent 
in removing the deposites, after the action of Con- 
gressupon his S 
ites safe, and which he could not support. His 
purpose, originally, was honestly to. prevent a 


continuance of the bank, because he believed that 


uted to him. Congress had considered these reports, 
and in acting upon them, did notsay the deposites 
should be removed, or the charter revoked. On 
the contrary, he asked, was there not a bill passed 
by them to recharter the institution—a vote of the 
House that the deposites were safe? And yet, 
upon weaker testimony than that by which these 
verdicts of acquittal had been pronounced, gentle- 
` men who voted for these measures were to be found 
| now arrayed on the opposite side. He thus con- 
tended, whatever was his private opinion of the 
| justice of the verdict, that, as the bank had two 
verdicts against him, instead of his having a ver- 


dict against it, he was not inconsistent in yielding. 


| He remained, however, still unconvinced as to the |} 


self, that his conduct was not so inconsistent as he | 
would have it appear, notwithstanding the aston- | 


messages, in pronouncing the depos- | 


it was unconstitutional. But he referred to the pro- | 
ceedings of the bank committee, to justify him that | 
their motives were different from what was attrib- | 


opinion he had entertained against its constitu- 
tionality. But upon the question of the expe- 
diency of having such an institution, he must can- 
didly confess he had changed his opinion, and 
this change was brought upon him from seeing the 
consequences which followed the rash and vacil- 
lating acts of the Executive, in substituting other 
institutions for the bank. He considered the act 
of removing the deposites to be much more uncon- 
stitutional than the bank, because it was a plainer 
case, and it had perpetrated more mischief. The 
country and the Administration had been divided 
upon the question of constitutionality. And he 
; went on to argue, from the letters of Mr. Duane, 
(which he read extracts from,) that the removal 
was improper, and had been prompted by two mo- 
tives, by which, he alleged, from public rumor, the 
| present Administration were malignly influenced. 
These motives were, avarice and ambition; which 
were to be gratified by obtaining riches, by specu- 
lation in stocks, &c., to be used as a stepping-stone 
to office. For these purposes, as the bank stood 
i in the way, and as it would not do to wait for the | 
| expiration of its charter, it was deemed necessary 
to have it cut down, and to organize such a 
moneyed regency here, as had been successfully 
ractised elsewhere. He was therefore compelled, 
if opposed to the bank on the grounds of uncon- 
stitutionality, to be much more so to these meas- 
ures of the Administration. Having argued against 
the power claimed by the Executive, he said that 
the effect of the withdrawal of the public moneys 
must be to make the bank what it never was in- 
tended by the charter to be—a private institution, | 
j the control over which was, hy the act, given up 
to the directors. 
Mr. C. here gave way, without having con- 
cluded, to a motion to proceed to the order of the 


ay. 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a resolution 
of the Council of Michigan, requesting the estab- 
lishment of a separate territorial government west 
of Lake Michigan, and a recognition of the line 
running west from the southern extreme of Lake 
Michigan, established by the 5th article of the 
| ordinance of 1787 as the southern boundary of 
that Territory. Referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a memorial 
of the citizens of Oakland county, in the Territory 
of Michigan, praying the grant of a township of 
land to aid the establishment of a seminary of 
learning in said county. Referred to the Com- 
| mittee on’ Public Lands : 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a petition 
from numerous citizens of the counties of Monroe 
and Lenawee, in the Territory of Michigan,-pray- 
ing the establishment of a post route from Port 
Lawrence, through Adrian and other places, to 
| intersect the Chicago road, in the county of Hills- 
| dale, in said Territory. Referred to the Commit- 
i tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a petition 

of numerous citizens of Michigan Territory, pray- 
ing that a road may*be laid out and established 
from Fort Gratiot, at the foot of Lake Huron, 
through the county seat of Lasseur county, to the 
Grand river, and thence to intersect the road lead- 
ing from Detroit to Chicago. Referred to the 
: Committee on Roads and Canals. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 
| bill reported from the Committee on Revolution- 
lary Claims, to provide for the settlement of cer- 
‘tain revolutionary claims. $ 

Mr. BROWN, who was entitled to the floor; 
spoke at considerable length in favor of the bill. 

Mr. WISE followed on the same side. 

Mr. GILMER spoke in favor of passing a gen- 
eral bill on this subject, but to the bill reported by 
‘the committee he was decidedly opposed. He 


|| suggested many considerations, which he thought 


i ought to induce the House to recommit the bill 
‘for amendment. He accordingly moved the re- 
i commitment of the bill, but withdrew it forthe 
; present, 


| 
| t 
: O Mr. MARSHALL spoke in support of the bill, 


| and in reply to the gentleman from Georgia, 
i (Mr. Giumer.] At half past three o'clock, with- 
|i out concluding, he gave way to a motion to ad~ 
i journ. $ 

On motion of Mr. BURGES, 


|; 
| The House adjourned, 
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Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill without amendment, from the 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Chris- 
tian Lynch and others; which was read and com- 
mitted. . ; 

Mr. BELL, from the: same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of William D. Aikin; which 
was read and committed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
Tench Ringgold, formerly Marshal of the District 
of Columbia, praying certain allowances may be 
made to him; referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial signed by 
2,530 inhabitants of the county of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the restoration of the 
public deposites and the recharter of the Bank of 
the United States, with modifications. 

Mr. McK. moved that the memorial be read, 
referred to the Committee. on Finance, and be 
printed. 

After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER, the 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the memorial of 
three hundred and thirteen inhabitants of Mari- 
etta, in the same county, in favor of the restora- 
tion of the deposites; upon which the same order 
was taken. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of per- 
sons engaged in house building in the city of Phila- 

.delphia, praying the restoration of the deposites 
to the Bank of the United States. 
_ Mr. Wessrter addressed the Senate at some 
length, on presenting the memorial, 

Mr. CLAY also made some remarks, when the 
memorial was read, ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


The followisg resolutions were submitted, and | 
lie on the table one day: 

By Mr. EWING: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
cause to be transmitted to the Senate a statement 
of all contracts for the transportation of the mail, 
entered into since the 30th day of June, 1829, and 
of the proposals respecting such contracts, as the 
same may appear in the books and files of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury. 

By Mr. EWING: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to transmit to the Senate a statement of the 
items which make up the sum of $64,248 76, 
which, in his annual report of November 30, 
1833, he charges as the excess of expenses in- 
curred for transporting the mail prior to the 30th 
of June, 1829, over and above the amount stated 
in his report to the last named day. And also, 
that he set forth the amount which the expenses | 
actually incurred for transportation of the mails | 
exceeded the amount stated in his annual reports 
of those expenses for the years ending the 30th of 
June, 1830, and the 30th of June, 1831; and that 
he give the items which make up the excess in each 
year. Also, that he set forth, or state particularly 
the items which make up the sum of $205,656 07, 
stated in his annual report of the 30th of Novem- 
ber, 1833, as the expenses incurred for transporta- 
tion which had actually been performed prior to 
the first day of July, 1832, and which were not 
included in his report for that year. 

Also, that he report to the Senate the items 
making up the sam of $91,658 82; which in his 
report of November 30th, 1833, he says, would, 
according to the former method of keeping the 
accounts of the expenses of transportation, have 
been leftout of his said report, because not entered 
under their proper dates. i 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount of com- 
pensation and extra allowance for transporting the 
mail, omitted in the Blue Book of 1833, if any be 
omitted, and that he communicate the names of 
the individuals entitled to such compensation or 
extra allowance, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected toreport to the Senate the items which make 
up the incidental expenses of the Post Office De- 
partment from the Ist day of October, 1831, to 


the Ist day of January, 1834, and that he commu- 
nicate the names of the individuals to whom, and 


| the force of precedent; it was enti 
i but yet it was only evidence, 


designate the services er objects for which the 
money may have been paid, or such expenses in- 
curred. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount, if any, 
due to mail contractors on the Ist day of January, 
1834, which has not yet been paid; and also, that 
he state the amount, if any, which the Department 
has overdrawn, the sums due at that date from any 
postmaster or postmasters; also, theamount which 
the Department has, or shall have, overdrawn its 
deposites in any bank or banks prior to the time 
of sending in the report called for by this resolu- 
tion; also, that he set forth the amount which has 
been borrowed for the use of the Department, or 
which shall have been borrowed prior to the time 
of sending in said report, and then unpaid, and that 
he designate the contractors to whom the Depart- 
ment is so indebted, and the postmasters and banks 
on whom such overdrafts have or shall have been 
made, and the banks or individuals of whom such 
moneys shall have been borrowed, with the re- 
spective sums due to, overdrawn on, or borrowed 
from each. 

Mr. CLAY rose, and said he held in his hand 
four resolutions, which he wished to present, and 
which he was desirous should be considered at no 
very distant day. They presented subjects of 
grave inquiry, and of deep importance, involving 
the purity of the Administration, if not the very 
durability of the Government. The three first res- 
olutions assumed that the Constitution gave no 
power of removal from office by the President of 
the United States at his pleasure. He was fully 
aware that this power was conceded to the Presi- 
dent by the first Congress which sat under the 


| Constitution. But since that period, except in an 
| incidental discussion here four or five years ago, it 


has never been discussed in Congress. He had 
carefully looked into the Constitution, ag it related 
to the power of removal in the President, and the 
result was-that the power was not reposed in the 
President in the instance indicated in the resolu- 
tions. He believed the assertion of the power by 
the first Congress was improvident, and not the 
least reason for this opinion was the confidence 
which that Congress reposed in the wisdom, the 
prudence, and the patriotism of the first President, 
the Father of his country. And, as to the prece- 
dent, the fact was worthy of consideration; and, 
while he conceded that it was made, he contended 
that it was made with qualifications which have 
been utterly disregarded by this Administration. 
The doctrines of this Administration and the prin- 
ciples of its supporters, asavowed in the discussion 
upon the deposite question, are, that all persons 
are bound to conform to the will of the President, 
no matter how opposite that will may be to their 
ownopinion and judgment. The total number of 
employees under the Government-is estimated to 
be at least forty thousand; and, if we look at the 
Blue Book, where only a portion of them are re- 
gistered, the estimate will be found to be much 
below thetruemark. If we suppose that this mass 
of forty thousand officers are actuated by one spirit, 
governed by one impulse, and by one mind, ‘it 
would not be difficult to anticipate that the day was 
not far distant when the efforts of the people to 


restrain this enormous power would be vain and | 
unavailing. Jt wasa settled axiom in free govern- | 


ments, that a standing army was dangerous in time 
of peace. That is, such an army as, being dis- 
tinguished by their dress from the rest of the com- 
munity, was capable of being seen and estimated. 
Bat how differer.t from this was this army of forty 
thousand men, dispersed over the whole country, 
and obeying one common impulse, ready to rally 


; round and carry into effect the purposes and ob- 


jects of the Government; and how much more 
dangerous than that army against which the fears 
of the people have been directed. And the time 
would come when, if it was not soon checked, it 
would as certainly decide the succession to the 
presidential chair as the Pretorian band of ancient 
Rome decided on the disposition of the imperial 
crown. He hoped gentlemen would soon turn 
their attention to the subject seriously; examine 
the Constitution carefully, and not intrench them- 
selves behind one solitary precedent. He admitted 


voked gentlemen to point out the part or parts of 


ued to respect; | 
He therefore in-i 


: resolution: 


the Constitution which gave to the Chief Magis- 
trate the power contended for. He had looked for 
itin vain. The effect of the plan indicated by the 
resolutions was to secure the independence ef the 
officer, to place him less under the control of one 
man, to restore that equilibrium in the Government 
which was wanting, and which, if permitted to go 
on, would lead to the total absorption of the 
powers of Government by one head, to the exclu- 
sion of all other departments. He was guided in 
this movement by considerations of public good, 
and he looked to the operations of Government, 
and its effects upon the institutions of the coun-’ 
try. He submitted the resolutions, moved that 
they be printed, and made the order of the day for 
the first Monday in April. 

1. Resolved, That the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States does not vest in the President power to 
remove, at his pleasure, officers under the Govern- 
ment of the United States, where offices have been 
established by law. 

2. Resolved, That in all cases of offices created 
by law, the tenure of holding which is not pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, Congress is author- 
ized by the Constitution to prescribe the tenure, 
terms, and conditions on which they are tu be 
holden. x 

3. Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi- 


|| ciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of providing by law that in all instances of ap- 
pointment to office by the President, by and with, 
the advice and consent of the Senate, other than 
diplomatic appointments, the power of removal 
shall be exercised only in concurrence with the 
Senate; and when the Senate-is not in session, 
that the President may suspend any such officer, 
communicating his reasons for the suspension to 
the Senate at its first succeeding session; and if 
the Senate concur with him, the officer shall be 
removed; but if it.do not concur with him, the 
officer shall be restored to office. 

4. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of making provision by law for 
the appointment, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, ofall deputy postmasters, whose, 
annual emoluments exceed a prescribed limit. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. BIBB said, that in connexion with the mo- 
tion of his colleague, he would move that the 
debate which took place in the first Congress on 
the subject of the power of removal by the Presi- 
dent, be collated by the Secretary, and printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT seid, that according 


to the rules, it was a resolution which required 
| notice; that it was appropriating money out of the 
| contingent fund, 


Mr. BIBB then gave notice that he would in- 
troduce a resolution to that effect on Monday 
next. 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 

+ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands _ 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
employing a draughtsman (by resolution or other- 
wise) to make a manuscript map, from official 
documents of each State and Territory wherein 
the public lands are situated; to comprise the sur- 
vey of the public lands, the topographical surveys, 
the surveys of coasts, the post roads, the bounda- 


į ries of counties, and the precise location of towns, 


and such other matter as is useful and usually 
found on State maps, or that may be ordered by 
any of the committees of this body. 

Mr. FORSYTH moved to take up for consider- 


, ation the resolution submitted by Mr. Manaum, 


relative to the public printing of the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks in opposi- 
tion to the resolution, and concluded by moving 
to refer it to the Committee on the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, with a view to an inquiry 
into the subject; but, on the suggestion of 

‘Mr. KNIGHT, the motion was withdrawn, 
and Mr. K., then offered the following substitute . 
as an amendment to the resolution: 

Resolved, When any message, report, or other 
document, communicated to both Houses of Con- 
gress, shall be ordered to be printed by the Senate, 
the Secretary shall ascertain whether the same has 
been orderéd to be printed by the House of Rep- 
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resentatives; if so, the copies will be furnished b 
the printer te the House for the use of the Senate, 
under the law and usages now in force. 

And when the same person shall be printer to 
both Houses of Congress, and any message, re- 
port, or other document, communicated to both 
Houses, and printed by the House, and an addi- 
tional number of copies thereof shall be ordered 


to be printed by the Senate, the printer shall || 


charge for the same after the rate allowed by law 
for press-work, including paper, folding, stitching, 
and excluding composition; and that the resolu- | 
tion of the 14th May, 1830, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. d 

Mr. CLAY expressed his desire to become ac- 
quainted with the subject, and hoped it might have 
the action of a committee. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he concurred in the opin- 
ion, and renewed the motion to refer; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 

“Public Lands, made a report of several private | 
bills; which were read by their titles, and com- | 
mitted. 


. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions submitted by Messrs. CHAM- | 
BERS, WAGGAMAN, WRIGHT, SPRAGUE, | 
and PRENTISS, were severally taken up, and 
adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr. CLAY, it was ordered, that | 
when the Senate adjourns, it stand adjourned until 
Monday.- . 

The following bills were read a third time and | 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of Peter Nills, assignee of 
Joshua Sprague; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey; 

A bill reviving the act of May 29, 1830, grant- 
ing preémption rights; 

A bill appropriating $800 for the purchase of a 
marble bust, to be placed in the Supreme Court 
room, of the late Chief Justice Ellsworth; 

- A bill for the relief of Francis La Fontaine and | 
on; 

A bill for the relief of John Kirkpatrick; 

A bill for the relief of the Widow Penrose; | 

A bill for the relief of the Collector of Franklin, 
New York; ` 

A bill changing the time of holding the terms of 
the United States courts in Delaware. 


| 
The following bills were considered in Commit- 


tee of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and or- i 


dered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A biil for the relief of Thomas Richardson; 

A bill for-the relief of the sureties of John H. 
Morton; 

A bill for the relief of the le 
of Moses Shepherd, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter; 

A. bill for the relief of Samuel Thompson; 

A bill ror the relief of John Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and Wil- 
liam Palmer; | 


gal representatives | 
| 


i 


: a i 
A bill authorizing the Governors of the several |) aes ; 
| After some opposition to the resolution from | 


States to transmit, by mail, copies, bound or un- | 
bound, of all laws and re 
the several Legislatures; 

A bill authorizing the construction 
road to the District of Columbia, by the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company. 


ti 


y || 


l 
i 
' 


ports which may pass |; 


of a lateral | 


removed, or those who have been appointed to 
' supply their ptaces. . 

| Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
| rected to communicate to the Senate a copy of any 
| and every circular or order to his deputies, direct- 
: ing them, or any of them, to transmit to his de- 
' partment the names of the newspapers taken at 
their respective offices, or the names of the sub- 
scribers to such newspapers, and generally to state 
| whether his department receives quarterly returns 
of newspapers taken in the United States, and 


| seribers, 


on motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, March 7, 1834. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to authorize 
merchandize to be deposited in the public stores, 
and for other purposes. Read twice and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union. 
| Mr. McK ENNAN, from the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia, reported a bill to amend an 
act incorporating the Fire Insurance Company of 
| Georgetown, Read twice and committed. 
| Mr ELLSWORTH, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the 
| heirs of Thomas and others. Read twice 
| and committed. 


| Onmotion of Mr. WATMOUGH, five thousand 
; extra copies ofthe report on the bill to equalize 
i the pay of the Army and Navy were ordered to be 
| printed, 
| Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
zalier of Enoch Blaisdell. Read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. GILMER asked and obtained leave to lay 
| on the table an amendment which he proposes to 
move to the revolutionary claims bill; and the 


| printed. i 

Mr. THOMSON, with the leave of the House, 
submitted the following resolution: 

esolved, That the Committee on Roads and 

| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of granting to the State of Ohio a quantity of un- 
settled lands, within the same, for the purpose of 
aiding said State in the construction of a canal to 
| connect the Ohio canal with the Pennsylvania 
| canal, by way of what is called the Sandy and 
! Beaver route. 
Mr. CLAY would have no objection to the in- 


f 
i 
i 


‘| quiry, if the gentleman would modify it so as to 


: refer ıt to the Committee on Public Lands. 

_ My. THOMSON refused to modify the resolu- 
! tion, and 

Mr. CLAY moved to lay it on the table. Lost. 


i Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
| tion, by striking out that part which gives any 


i: land to the State of Ohio, and the latter clause, 
j; which indicates the route. The subject, he con- 


The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson 
being under consideration, Mr. MOORE moved 


that it be recommitted to the Committee on Revo- | 


lutionary Claims, This gave rise to a discussion, 
in which Messrs. MOORE, NAUDAIN, HEN- 
DRICKS, KING of Aiabama,and CHAMBERS, 
participated; when the motion to recommit was 
lost. “Lhe bill was then laid upon the table. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
CLAYTON: : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 


rected to inform the Senate how many, and what : 


postmasters, clerks, and other agents in his de- 


artment have been by him removed from office | 
: y 
Also, to state | 


since the 34 day of March, 1829. i 
the names of those who have been appointed in 
lieu of the postmasters so removed, their places of | 
residence, and to furnish the originals (or copies | 
thereof) addressed to him as Postmaster General, | 
communicating the political character of those 


‘tended, properly belonged to the Committee on 


: Roads and Canals, as the proposition was to make 


: a canal, 
lo Mr. THOMSON. said that if the amendment 


| should be adopted, he sheuld be compelled to vote | 


|; against his own resolution. His object was to 
ji connect the Ohio and the Pennsylvania canal, and 
$ he presumed that his colleague, [Mr. WarrrLE- 
li sex,] whose opposition to the resolution had sur- 
| prised him, was in favor of the same object, though 
| he had in view a different route from that proposed 
“in the resolution. He went on to make some re- 
marks in favor of the route which he had pro- 
posed. Mae 

Mr. WHITTLESEY said he objected to the 
designation of any route in the resolution, and es- 
|; pecially of one which had been condemned by 
; every person who had examined it. : 
| Mr. STEWART made some remarks in sup- 
i port of bis motion to amend, The proposition 
| was to give the land to the State of Ohio, that the 


i 
i 
i 
te 
! 
i 
li 


| amendment was, on his motion, ordered to be | 


Mr. STEWART moved to amend the resolu- ; 


| the names and places of residence of their sub- | 


The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson | 
| Was again taken up, when, at a quarter past four, | 


| 
j 
| 


H 


i 


i 


State of Ohio might sell it and subscribe the pro- 
ceeds to the stock of the company. He did not 
see why the Government should not make the ` 
subscription to‘ stock, whether it was in land or . 
money, and the benefit of it. : 

Mr. THOMSON made some statement in 
support of his views of the eligibility of the route 
designated in the resolution. He had, however, 
determined, rather than continue the debate, to 
accept the amendment as a modification of the 
resolution. 

Mr. FULLER, of New York, said if there was 
to be an inquiry, he would like to have it extended 
a little farther. We in New York (said he) would 
like to have a canal from Rochester to Olean, and 
we happen not to have any public land. The 
canal would terminate on the Alleghany river, and 
would be highly important to all the interests be- 
low. The work contemplated by the resolution 
was highly important, but not more so than this. 

Mr. STEWART said that, without objecting 
to the proposition of the gentleman from New 
York, he thought he had better offer it in a dis- 
tinct resolution. 

Mr. FULLER. I think not. I would a great 
deal rather be in good company than alone. Both 
canals were important, and are connected with the 
same interests. He accordingly offered his amend- 
ment, instructing the committee also to inquire 
into the expediency of making a grant of land for 
the purpose of constructing a canal from Rochester 
to Olean. 

{Here the discussion was interrupted by the ex- 
piration of the hour assigned to the consideration 
of resolutions, and the House proceeded to the 
orders of the day, which were private bills.] 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Sewall and Robert 
Sewall; 

A bili for the relief of W. L. Cockerille; 

A bill for the relief of James Marsh; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of John C. Naylor; 

A bill for the relief of Willam Enos; 

A bill for the relief of Judith Thomas and Dan- 
iel Palmer; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to issue a register to brig American, of Sa- 
vannah; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas 
James Kitchens; 

A bill for the relief, in part, of the crew of. the 
brig Sarah George, having been reported with an 
amendment, by the Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. McKIM supported it, and called for the 
reading of the report accompanying the bill; after 
which, the further consideration was postponed 
until to-morrow, 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to suspend the rules by which this day is 
set apart for private bills, in order to take up ap- 


c. Coleman and 


‘propriation bills. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY objected. 

Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rule 
for that purpose. 

The members voting were—ayes 67, noes 40— 
(not two thirds, nor a quorum.) 

The SPEAKER said he must enforce the rule 
of the House—that al] members shall vote upon 
one side or the other; and having ascertained there 
was a quorum in the House—the members voting 
being ayes 74, noes 49, (not two thirds,) the 
House proceeded with private bills. 

Sundry bills (heretofore stated in our paper to 
have been passed in the Senate) were read twice, _ 
and referred to the standing committees. 

The House resolved itself into committee, Mr. 
CONNOR. in the chair. 

The bill to compensate Susan Decatur and 


|| others; the bills for the relief of John S. Fleming 


and of Richard W. Meade, were severally laid 
aside. 

The following bills were then considered, reporte 
ed to the House, and ordered to be engrossed: 

A bill for the relief of George Bowen; . 

A bill for the relief of W. K. Pauling; 

A bill for the relief of W. Haslett; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Wormstead; 
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A bill for the settlement of the claim of Mary 
O'Sullivan; ; . 

A bill for the relief of John Kimberlin; 

A bill for the relief of Peleg Spencer; 

A bill for the relief of Haggerty and Austin; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to compromise the claims of Miatarn & 
Champlin; $ 

A bill to refund to certain owners of the schooner 
Joseph and Mary the sum paid into the Treasury 
by reason of the condemnation of said vessel; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel P. Walker; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Robinson; 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs at law of 
the representatives of: William G. Christopher, 
deceased; 

- A bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and 
others, owners, and the heirs of the crew, of the 
schooner Mary & Hannah; . 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Brown; 

An act for the relief of Noah Staley; 

A bill for the relief of Benedict Alford; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker Samp- 
son, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Whitney; 


A bill for the relief of Jonathan Walton, and į 


John J. De Graff; 
An act for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Felix St. Vrain. 


The bill for the relief of David Kilbourn was | 


also reported, and taken up for consideration. 


Mr. GRENNELL and Mr.CHILTON opposed 


the bill, and it was supported by Mr. THOMSON | 


and Mr. WARDWELL,; after which its further 
consideration was postponed to Friday next. 
Mr. THOMAS moved that the rule be post- 
poned, in order to permit him to make a motion 
that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, called for the 


yeas and nays, but the House refused to order | 


them. 

The motion to suspend the rule prevailed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved that the 
Elouse do now adjourn. Negatived. 

Mr. THOMAS then submitted his motion. 

‘Mr. CLAYTON asked the yeas and nays upon 
it, but they were not ordered. 

The motion to adjourn to Monday wag agreed 
to by a vote of 129 to 49. 

Mr. POLK gave notice that he should, on Mon- 
day next, or as soon as possible, call up for con- 
sideration some of the appropriation bills. 

Several bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read the first time, ordered to a` second reading, 
and referred. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. WRIGHT, 
OF NEW YORK, 
In Seware, Thursday, March 6, 1834. 


[The question being upon the fifth resolution 
offered by Mr. Pompexrer, and he having mod- 
ified the resolution so as to authorize the committee 
to have depositions taken at a distance, as well as 
to examine witnesses before themselves, and Mr. 
Sneptey having moved an amendment to direct 
the committee, when the testimony to be taken was 


of a character to implicate the oflicial conduct of i 


any officer, to give that officer notice, and an 
opportunity to attend at the taking of the testi- 
mony, and to cross-examine the witnesses]— 
Mr. WRIGHT said, he should have considered 
the modification made by the honorable chairman 


of the committee full and sufficient, but for decla- ; 


rations which had fallen from other members of : 


the Senate. He did not rise to express any want 
of confidence in the committee. 
ification of the resolution, he should have assumed 
that the committee would have given notice to any 
officer of the Government whose official acts were 
impugned by any evidence appearing before them, 
and that they would have given such officer an 
opportunity for exculpation by testimony, before 
they would report matters of accusation or im- 


peachment. He would have entertained this opin- | 


ion, because the course would be so palpably 


Under the mod- | 


i 
f 


required in justice to accused public officers; and, 
but for the declarations to which he referred, he 
would have cheerfully concurred in the remark 
made by the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
{Mr. Kixe,] and would have presumed that the 
course of the committee, in making their investi- 
gations, would be such as he had indicated. ` 
He was, however, not now at liberty to make 
this presumption, because it had been distinctly 
declared by the honorable Senator from Connecti- 
cut, (Mr. Smiru,] and intimated by several other 


| members, in the course of their remarks, that it 


would not be the duty of the committee to give 
any notice to any accused officer; that the com- 
mittee were a mere inquest; that they were to act 
as grand jurors, and in no other character; that 
they were not to hear exculpatory evidence, if 
offered; but that they were to act exclusively in an 
ex parte and accusatory character. This was pre- 
senting the duties of the standing committees of 
this body in a new light to him. . Were they mere 
bodies of inquest, mere ex parte examiners of the 
subjects referred to them? He had not so under- 
stood the matter. He had understood that the 
duty of a standing committee of the Senate was to 
examine the merits of the questions referred to 
them, and to advise the Senate as to its final action. 
Now, it seemed that they were mere bodies of ex 
parte inquiry; and what, he would ask, was to be 
done with such a report when itcamein? What 


| was this ulterior and final action of which gentle- 


men spoke? Was it to refer the report back to 
the same committee, with instructions to examine 
the other side of the subject? What else could it 
be? If the Senate was not to obtain full inform- 
ation through its committees, how wasthat inform- 
ation to be obtained? What was the course of 
the committee upon ordinary subjects? Was it 
merely to make ex parte inquiry? If so, where 
was the testimony upon the other side to come 
from? Mr. W. said, the position was a mistaken 
one. The committees of this body are not placed 
in the situation of grand jurors. It is not their 


duty to make ex parte examinations, but to inquire |! 


into the merits of all subjects referred to them, and 
to make a report advising the Senate as to its final 
action. Until, therefore, he could receive some 
intimation that this committee would so consider 
its duties, that it would feel bound to notify such 


officers as might be accused before it, and to give |! 


them an opportunity to be heard in their defence, 
he could not vote for the resolution, as modified 
by the honorable mover, but must vote for the 
amendment which made thatan expressduty. He 
could not believe it was the intention of theSenate 
to make the duties of this committee under the 


resolutions accusatory only; to put whole classes | 
|| of officers within their power for the purpose of 
|| having them report to the Senate, and spread be- 


fore the public, ex parte examinations and accusa- 
tions which the persons accused had had no op- 
portunity to answer or explain. Still such had 
been the practical effect of the opinions and views 
expressed by the honorable Senator from Connec- 
ticut, [Mr. Smrru,] and, as he understood, assented 


| to by others, and until counter indications should 


be given by the committee, he must be in favor of 
the amendment. 

(Mr. CLAY replied, referring to companies 
which had been formed to speculate in the pur- 
chase of lands, and inquired who were to be noti- 
fied? That if the committee were to be compelled 
to give notice, it would defeat the whole object of 


the inquiry; thatgentlemen seemed to be mistaken, |; 


and constantly to suppose that officers were to be 
accused; that auch was not the object of the in- 
quiry; that the inquiry was to be made for the 
purposes of general legislation and to correct abuses 
alleged to exist in the system of selling the public 
lands, &c., &c.] 

Mr. WRIGHT said, the second resolution re- 
fers to the combinations and companies to which 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] 
alludes. To those persons he did ‘not ask that 
notice should be given. He cared not what the 
result of an investigation might be to them. They 


were not public officers, and had acted upon their j 


private responsibility only. But if the honorable 
Senator had cast his eye over the third resolution, 
he would have seen that he was widely mistaken 
in supposing that the express direction to the com- 
mittee was not to inquire into the official conduct 


| 


of every land officer in the whole United States. 
He would read the resolution. IJtwas as follows: 

“3. Resolved, That the said committee be in- 
structed to inquire whether the registers of the 
land offices, and the receivers of public moneys, 
at any of the land offices of the United States, or 
either of them, have, in violation of law and of their 
official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or pre- 
mium from any purchaser or purchasers of the 
public lands at public or private sale, for the ben- 
efit of such officer or officers, as a condition on 
which such purchaser or purchasers should be 


| allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts 


of land offered for sale by the United States; and 
also, whether any register or receiver, as afore- 
said, has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the 
sales of the public lands by adopting rules and 
regulations, in their respective offices, inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States. ’? 


Here was a positive direction to inquire into the 
conduct of these officers, and into their violations of 
the laws of the United States, and to make these in- 
guiries only. It was to such officers that he 
thought notice should be given. He did not be- 
lieve that they should be condemned unheard. If 
the honorable Senator would look further, he would 
find that the fourth resolution contained the same 
direction, confined to the land offices in the State 
of Mississippi, and to a particular description of 
illegal acts. {Here some Senator remarked that 
this resolution had been so modified as to extend 
to all the jand offices of the United States.] Mr. 
W. proceeded. He said he stood corrected; that 
he was told this regolution also had been made as 
broad as the third, and it only strengthened the 
ground for which he contended. 

The Senate would see that he could feel no in- 
terest in these inquiries. The land offices wereso 
far removed ‘from his State that neither himself 
nor his constituents knew much about them, or the 
officers who occupied them. That abuses might 
exist was no more than likely, and he hoped to be 
believed when he said that no member of the Sen- 
ate was more willing or anxious thanshe was that 
where they existed they should be ferreted out and 
the guilty punished. Still he was unprepared to 
say that ex parie accusations should be spread be- 
fore the public against any officer of the Govern- 
ment. All ought to be heard, and to have an 
opportunity for explanation and defence, and his 
present object was to cause the question before 
the Senate to be clearly understood, that every 
member might vote as his judgment should dic- 
tate. For his own part, after the distinct declara- 
tion of the honorable member of the committee, 
(Mr. Cuay,] that notice ought not to be given, 
that he, as a member of the committee, should not 
feel bound to give such notice; but should consider 
it improper to give it, he (Mr. W.) had no alter- 
native but to vote for the amendment, which re- 
quired that notice should be given to any accused 
officer, and that he should be allowed to cross- 
examine the witnesses against him, and to make 
his defence. 


Conclusion of the Report of the Commitice of Ways 
and Means, on the removal of the Deposites. 


It will be seen by the views already taken by the 
committee, that in their opinion the deposites have 
been lawfully removed from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, and the money now in the Treasury 
has been legally deposited in the State banks. 

In these circumstances, it remains to be consid- 
ered whether any, and if any, what legislation is 
necessary, in consequence of the change of the 
deposites. 

It is the opinion of the committee that the Bank 
of the United States ought not to be rechartered. 
The constitutional objections to it are, in their 
judgment, insuperable; and if its charter could be 
justified by the Constitution, recent events have 
demonstrated that the continued existence of such 
a vast concentrated money power must prove 
dangerous to the freedom and purity of our insti- 
tutions, a 

And after the great abuses of which it has been 
guilty, a recharter, under any modifications, would 
be offering the high legislative sanction and appro- 
bation of Congress to the various acts of miscon- 


; duct detailed in this and former reports to Congress. 


{tis impossible thata corporation, which is proved 
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to have used its money to corrupt the press, to 
influence elections, and control the Government, 
can ever be selected as the peculiar object of the 
favor and bounty of the Government. The bank 
ought not, therefore, to be rechartered onany terms, 
And as the charter ought not to be renewed, it is 
manifest that the deposites ought not to be restored 
toit. For,setting aside the various acts of miscon- | 
duct, by which the present corporation has justly 
forfeited the public confidence, it is obvious that 
the restoration ofthe deposites to the present bank, 
to be removed again in two years, would produce 
nothing but the most, serious evil and distress to 
the country, without any possible advantage. The 
restoration of the deposites and therecharter of the | 
bank, are, in the judgment of the committee, insep- i 
arably connected together, and neither can, with |i 
any propriety, be adopted without the other. 

The question then arises, whether the State | 
banks should be continued as the fiscal agents of | 
the Government. 

The committee are satisfied that the State banks 
are fully competent to perform all the services 
which the General Government ought to require, | 
in the collection and disbursement of the revenue; 
and to afford also all the facilities to the internal 
commerce and exchanges of the country, which 
have been derived from the Bank of the United 
States. 

The collection and disbursement of the public 
revenue may be safely placed where the sages 
who framed the Constitution left it, They did | 
not deem a national bank essential, either to the | 
Government they were forming, or to the success- | 
ful administration of its finances. The opinion 
has already been expressed, that the State banks | 
are competent to perform all the duties which the | 
Governmentor the public convenience may require. 
And there are many circumstances which strongly 
recommend them toa preference over the Bank of 
the United States. No one of them can exercise 


} 


adoption of the State banks as the fiscal agents of | 
the General Government, and a judicious ccurse of 
legislation founded upon it, that a sounder state of 
the currency than now exists would soon be at- 
tained, and the country rescued permanently from 
the danger of those sudden expansions and con- 
tractions of the paper currency which have been 
constantly succeeding each other, since the Bank 
of the United States was established, which have 
| brought such severe and extensive evils upon the 

country. The aid and codperation of the several 
| States may be relied on, to banish gradually the 
smaller notes, and introduce in their place silver 
and gold, for ordinary domestic purposes, and the 
convenience of travel between distant places. Such | 
areform is strongly called for by sound policy, and 
the best interests of the country, and the accom- 
plishment of an object so desirable, may be mainly 
accelerated by laws passed by Congress, adjusting 
the standard of value of our coins, and regulating 
the deposites and collection of the revenue. If 
gold and silver were brought into common use, and 
the small notes banished from circulation, payments 
of small sums would probably be made in specie. 
The great object is, not to diminish the amount of 
the ordinary circulating medium, but to give it a 
broader and firmer foundation -on the precious 
metals. 

With these views, the committee are of opinion 
that the State banks ought to be continued as the 
depositories of the moneys of the United States, 
and that measures ought forthwith to be taken, 
to regulate by law the manner in which they shall 
be selected, and to ensure the safety of the public 
money. 

According to the law, as it now stands, the duty 
of selecting the banks, and of prescribing the se- 
curities to be taken, is devolved upon the Secretary 
of the Treasury, under the supervision of the Pres- 
ident. This power has been heretofore exercised | 
by the head of the Treasury Department, and ina | 


a general control over all the others, and expand | 
and contract the whole currency of the country at |! 
its pleasure, to favor the private speculations of; 
individuals, or to increase its own profits. And | 
they can never combine together for political ob- || 
jects, nor hope to gain possession of the Govern- jj 
ment, and control its operations. TheState banks | 
are now firmly interwoven with the institutions of 
the country. They are generally under the man- 
agement of citizens as respectable, as trustworthy, | 
as any directors of the Bank of the United States. 
And it would be unjust, and contrary to the spirit 
of our institutions, for Congress to sustain a great 
moneyed power to overawe and oppress them, 
and bring ruin upon multitudes of our citizens, 
whenever cupidity or ambition shall tempt them 
to exercise their power. The stock of the Bank | 
of the United. States has fallen for the most part |! 
into the hands of the great capitalists of this and || 
foreign countries, who have but little sympathy |; 
for the suffering of our people when their own || 
sordid or ambitious views make it their interest || 
to inflict it. ? | 

If it should be urged as an objection to the State |; 
benks, that they cannot affnrd a general currency, | 
| 
t 


the answer is obvious. If it were necessary to 

create a paper currency, possessing equal credit 
with that of the present Bank of the United States, | 
the object can be’ as well accomplished with the | 
State banks, as with the Bank of the United States. 

The provision which has made the latter current 
everywhere, is the clause in the charter which 
compels the Government to receive their notes in 
payment of all debts due to the public; and a simi- 
lar provision in favor of the State banks, which 

might be selected as the depositories of the money 
of the United States, would immediately make | 
their notes equally current, and ensure for them | 


equal confidence in any part of the United States. | 

But the committee are not prepared to recom- | 
mend the adoption of such a measure. They are 
convinced that all which public convenience re- ; 
quires, in-this respect, will soon be accomplished 
by arrangements among the banks themselves; 
and that there ought to be no legislation of Con- 
gress for the purpose of establishing a currency Gi 
paper. 


i 
i 


large the basis of specie, on which the paper circu- | 
lation of the State banks is to depend for support. į 
And the committee are persuaded, that by the Í 


| the fiscal agents, the securities proper to be taken, 


i 
l 
i 


` subsequent conduct of the Bank of the United 


H 


‘The main object of legislation should be, to en- |; 


manner advantageous to the public, and it is not 
doubted if the law should continue unchanged, 
that it may and will continue to be so exercised by 
the head of that department; yet it is the opinion 
of the committee that discretionary power should 
never be given, in any case, to any officer of the 
Government, where it can be regulated and defined 
by law. They think that it would be more con- | 
sistent with the principles of our Government, for | 
Congress to regulate by law, the mode of selecting 


the duties they shall be required to perform, and 
the terms on which they shall be employed. 


In accordance with these views, they according- || 


ly report for the consideration of the House, reso- 
lutions declaring that the Bank of the United States 
ought not to be rechartered, and that the State 
banks ought to continue to be employed as the 
fiscal agents of the Government, under such regu- 
lations as Congress shall prescribe. 

Before they close this report, the committee con- 
sider it to be their duty to state, that in their judg- 
ment a necessity exists for an immediate examina- 
tion into the conduct of the bank, and they proceed 
to state the grounds which make it absolutely 
necessary that astrict and rigorous scrutiny should 

be instituted. They think such an examination 
| necessary in reference to the security of the inter- 
! ests which the United States, as a stockholder, 
: have in the bank, as well as to correct, as far as 
; practicable, the abuses of which it has been guilty, 
i and to prevent it from using lts corporate power 
| and money for purposes of corruption and oppres- 
sion. 
| Numerous memorials have been referred to the 
committee, complaining of embarrassment in mer- 
' cantile transactions, some attributing them to the 
' removal of the deposétes, and others chiefly to the 


i 
i 
i 
i 


‘States. That serious embarrassments exist in 
i many of the commercial cities, cannot be doubted; 
and it seems necessary cleurly to ascertain the 
cause, before an attempt be made to prescribe the | 
remedy.. The powers possessed by the commit 
tee are inadequate to that object, and they ar 


| facts which have come to their knowledge, with 
‘transfer of a sum of money from one bank of 
deposite to another, could have produced the com- 
| mercial embarrassments complained of, impossi- 


‘ unable to do more at present than to submit the | 


the course they seem to suggest. That the simple i 


| 


i 
i 
| 


| 


j ica, Mexico, and Europe. 


sible. The public deposites have not been anni- 
hilated, nor have they been transported from the 
country; they are still in the country, and in the 
use of the community. > 

It is in vain that they look for the cause of. em- 
barrassment in the state of onr markets, or the 
operations of trade. Our agricultural productions, 
and manufactures generally, bear a good price; 
foreign exchange is at its Jowest rate; the balance 
of trade is decidedly in our favor, and the precious 
metals are flowing in upon us from South Arner- 
None can doubt the 
power of the bank to create embarrassment when- 
ever its managers deem it expedient. In four 
months, commencing with August last, and end- 
ing with November, it called in $9,707,245 of its 
loans. As the State banks could not commence 
extending until they began to receive the public 
deposites in October, and frorn that till December 
could not, in their extension, keep pace with the 
curtailment of the Bank of the United States, it is 
evident that such rapid curtailment by the Bank of 
the United States must have created some sensa- 
tion in-the commerce of the country. But itis 
easy for the Bank of the United States to produce 
universal embarrassment, without any aggregate 
curtailment of its accommodations, by. calling 
in rapidly one month, letting out the next, end 
calling again during the third; while itloans outin 
one place what it curtails in another, and, in this 
manner falls upon all the commercial cities in 
rotation, it may more effectually embarrass trade 
than by a steady curtailment. When the policy 
of the bank is unsteady and capricious, producing 
a scarcity of money to-day, and an abundance 
to-morrow, to be succeeded by a greater dearth 
the next day, it is impossible for merchants to 
conduct. business with safety, and prudent men 
will restrict or discontinue their operations. The 
bank has long enjoyed a large portion of the 
business of domestic exchange, and whenever 
it chooses to cut off the supply in any or all di- 
rections, embarrassment and difficulty naturally 


; ensue. 


There is much reason to suspect that the bank 
has been managed, for the last six months, with a” 
view to embarrass the community, as a means of 
operating on public opinion, and controlling the 
action of Government. , 

In the proceedings of the bank, in relation to 
domestic exchange, as faras known, are perceived 
indications of a disposition to use the power it 
possesses through that branch of its business, for 
the purpose of producing excitement and distress. , 

The Government directors inform us, in their 
memorial, that on the 13th of August last, two 
weeks before the Treasury agent returned from his 
mission to confer with the State banks, and five 
weeks before the determination of the Executive 
was announced, the board of directors adopted a 
resolution, declaring— 

“ That the bills of exchange purchased at the 
“bank, and all the offices, except the five western 
t offices, shall not have more than ninety days to 
‘run. That the five western offices be instructed 
‘to purchase no bills of exchange except those 
‘payable in the Atlantic cities, not having more 
‘than ninety days to run, or those which may be 
‘received, in payment of existing debts to the 
‘bank and the offices, and then not have more 
‘than four months to run.” 

The Government directors inform us that, on a 
subsequent day, a series of resolutions were adopt- 
ed for reducing the business of the institution, and 
authority given to the committee on the offices to-mo- 
dify them at pleasure, and although a strenuous effort 
was made to require them to report such measures 
as might be directed by them to the board, the 
pronosilion was voted down. , 

Thus, in direct violation of the charter, and in 
defiance of all prudence and propriety, was the 
whole power of this vast and powerful corporation 
to relieve or to oppress vested in a committee, who 
are not subject to the responsibility of even making 
reports to the Board of Directors. A few itre- 
sponsible men, issuing secret orders from their 
přivate chamber, possess more power to distress 
the American people, than any department of their 
Government, or all. departments, by an act short 
of adeclaration of war. What the resolves and 
orders of this potent body have been, we have no 
meana of knowing. The president of the bank, 
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who is ex officio a member of this committee, and 
undoubtedly directs its operations, is also clothed 
with unlimited power to set the press in motion for į 
the purpose of promoting the views of the bank. 
For months, those presses which are known to 
have been sustained by enormous loans, and those 
which have received the most liberal allowances 
for printing, have been incessantly engaged in an 
effort to spread alarm and dismay throughout the 
land. It is impossible not to suspect that the secret 
management of the bank, and the use of its fands by 
its president, are in perfect concert with their de- 
pendentand devoted presses, all aiming to createa 
general panic, and produce the same result. That 
result is the restoration of the deposites, and, its 
certain consequence, the recharter of the bank. 

lf anything was wanting to confirm these sus- 
picions, the alleged refusal of this bank to co- 
operate with the State banks in their laudable 
efforts to relieve the existing pressure upon the 
community, in the larger commercial cities, is suf- 
ficient to remove all doubts from the minds of the 
most incredulous. : 

It is due to the country that the source of the 
embarrassments which oppress a portion of its 
commerce shall be laid bare. Should they appear 

` to spring solely from the management of the 
bank, wantonly and wickedly directed to produce 
them, it may become the duty of Congress to re- 
sort to all the means within their constitutional 
authority to check its career. 

If it shall appear that the bank, by means of 
its money and the papers under its control, has 
wilfully and intentionally produced these embar- 
rassments; and if its power has thus been abused, 
it cannot be endured that, for two years longer, it 
shall be suffered wantonly to excite alarm in the 
country, to direct a pressure first on one point, 
and then on another, enlarge at one piace and con- 
tract in another, for the purpose of continuing 
to the end of its existence the evils which there 
is too much reason to believe it has already in- 
flicted on the community. If, upon examination, 
it shall be found that it has been guilty of such of- 
fences, its charter cannot be too soon terminated, 
and a scire facias would be imperatively demanded 
to put an end to its machinations against the peace 
and interests of the people. The Government 
owns seven millions of its stock, equal to one fifth 
of the whole amount. It is the duty of Congress 
to scethat it be not used to oppress the people and 
subvert the principles of our Government. Of 
every hundred thousand dollars spent by the 
president of the bank, or distributed to advocates 
under the name of loans, and forever lost, $20,000 
belong to the people of the United States. That 
their property may not be wasted, that the cause’ 
of their distress may be ascertained and a remedy 
applied, and above all, that their own funds, and 
the money and power of this corporation may not 
be employed to subvert the principles of their 
Government by controlling their elections—the 
committee deem it necessary that there should be 
a thorough investigation into the alleged abuses 
and corruptions of that institution, and particularly 
into the details of its management for the last six 
months, To this end, they propose a resolution 
to invest a committee of the House with power to 
make such investigations, 

1, Resolved, That the Bank of the United States 
ought not-to be rechartered. 

2. Resolved, That the public deposites ought not 
to be restored to the Bank of the United States. 

3. Resolved, That the State banks ought to be 
continued as the places of deposite of the public 
money; and that it is expedient for Congress to 
make further provision by law, prescribing the 
mode of selection, the securities to be taken, and 
the manner and terms on which they are to be 
employed. 

4. Resolved, That for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing, as far as practicable, the cause of the com- 


mercial embarrassment and distress complained || 
of by numerous citizens of the United States, in || 


sundry memorials which have been presented to | 
Congress at the présent session; and of inquiring 
whether the charter of the Bank of the United 
States has been violated, and also what corrup- 
tions and abuses have existed in its management; 
whether it has used its corporate power, or money 
to control the press, to interfere in politics, or in- 


fluence elections; and whether it has had any 


agency, through its management, or money, in 
producing the existing pressure—a select committee 
be appointed to inspect the books, and examine 
into the proceedings of the said bank, who shall 
report whether the provisions of the charter have | 
been violated or not; and also whatabuses or mal- | 
practices have existed in the management of said | 
bank; and that the said committee be authorized to 
send for persons and papers, and to summon and 
examine witnesses on oath, and. to examine into 


| 
they are further authorized to visit the principal į 
bank, or any of its branches, for the purpose of | 
inspecting the books, correspondence, accounts, į 
and. other papers connected with its management | 
or business; and that the said committee be re- | 
quired to report the result of such investigation, i 
together with the evidence they may take, at as 
early a day as practicable. 


Mr. Ewig, of Indiana, has written us 
a note, correcting some mistakes which 
occurred in reporting his remarks of the | 
24th ult. The remarks he made, we un-; 


| 
derstand, were mistaken as well by the | 
| 


reporters of the other prints, as by the re- | 
porter for the Globe. Mr. Ewrne’s voice 
is not distinctly audible at some times | 
throughout the Hall. This we have felt. 
it our duty to say in justice to the report- 
ers. In justice to Mr. Ewine, we give 
the following extract from a note which he 
has written, correcting the misapprehen- 
sion in regard to his expressions: 

tt] do not think it necessary now to write out all | 
that I uttered on the occasion alluded to, but every | 
member within hearing upon this floor, will, T 
think, verify my declaration, that I did not ‘ cor- 
roborate,’ but, on the contrary, felt myself called 
| upon to correct and refute some of the inferences | 
of my colleague, particularly his idea that € there 
| is no distress felt in Indiana,’ and that ‘memo- 
| rials about distress are got up by the United States 
Bank.’ I disclaimed any such belief, and dissented 
| from the grounds assumed. At the same time 
I distinctly declared that I was no advocate of the 
existing United States Bank, nor did I believe any 
few corporate individuals should have the author- 
ity or the name of the existing institution. That a 


| 
free people, entitled to equal rightsand equal priv- | 
ileges, were not satisfied to continue dependent for | 
1 

H 

| 

H 

| 


| 
i 
i 
| 
{ 
| 
! 
i 
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a safe circulating currency upon either State or 
; United States individual corporate bodies. That 
itis known I am the advocate of an institution that 
would strengthen the Union, and advance the in- 
terest of every section. That the institution I 
proposed, (now referred, and not yet reported | 
upon,) would enlarge the resources, and increase 
the capital of Jocal banks, at the same time by cer- 
tain facilities perform all the functions of exchange 
and transfer, without the agency of brokers; and 
that paper speculators only should oppose the 
establishment of such an institution. That if such | 
an institution be refused, I should in that case dis- | 
approve of allowing public money to be deposited 
in State banks under the influence of any execu- | 
tive officer. That the people had experience | 
enough of such places of deposite, and lost enough 
by a depreciated and corrupting currency during 
and after the last war, &c. 

“ I do not consider it necesgary to say more to 
show that I did not, and could not corroborate the 
statements made by my colleague on behalf of 
| Indiana; but it is proper here to add, that I have 
various letters frem my constituents, which mani- || 
| fest their apprehensions at the existing state of | 
things, and express great fear of loss when the 
spring trade opens, and they reach market with 
the last year’s crop. f only hope their fears may | 
not be realized; and wishing the truth to reach | 
them, I now ask of you to give this note a circu- | 
lation equal to the matter which rendered its pub- 
lication necessary. Iam, &c., 

“JNO. EWING.” 


i 
i 
f 


„the affairs of the said bank and branches; and that || 


NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
“Extract of a letier from Commodore-J. D. Henley.te 
the Secretary of the Navy, dated 


«U. S. Scuoonern EXPERIMENT, 
“ Pensacola Bay, February 18, 1834. 
“Enclosed is the copy of a communication 
from Lieutenant Commanding Paine, of the Ex- 


| periment, relative to the report of a piratical brig 


having been cruising off St. Thomas’s, which 
appeared in the Kingston paper of the 21st of 
December last. 

« Lieutenant Commandant Paineand the officers 


‘| of the Experiment disavow having made any such 


report to the editor of the Kingston paper. If there 
were any truth in the report, it is indeed remark- 
able that I, being in the Vandalia, in the port of 
St. Thomas, and in that neighborhood for twelve 
or fifteen days, at the same time that the Experi- 
ment was, heard nothing of said piratical vessel. 
“I must, therefore, believe the report entirely 
unfounded. 
‘í Lieutenant Commandant Paine states, that 
| on the day he left Havana, (which was a few days . 
before the occurrence off Cape Antonio, reported 
by the schooner Davenport, Norton, from Kings- 
ton,) a small British cruiser also sailed, with the 
view of cruising off Cape Antonio for slave ves- 
sels; and I think it is highly probable that the 
firing and other movements, deemed suspicious 


. 


|; by the Davenport, was nothing more than an 


attempt on the part of the cruiser to bring that 


li vessel to in order to ascertain her character. 


“The Vandala and St. Louis, as I have here- 
tofore informed you, have both orders to touch at 
Havana and St. Thomas; and the Grampus, on her 
| return, to cruise on the northern coast of Cuba, as 
far down as Cape Antonio. In the meantime, E 
propose visiting said coast myself in the Experi- 
ment, so that if there be pirates in either quarter, 
they will be carefully looked after.” 


Extract from a letter to a gentleman in this city, 
dated 
PHILADELPHIA, March 4, 1834. 

“ This afternoon the whole city has been thrown 
into confusion, Just as the Baltimore boat, Wil- 
liam Penn, came to the Point, she took fire; the 
State-House bell rang, and in a few minutes the 
wharves were crowded, 

“The sight was beautifully grand, but the anx- 
jety of all was great for the safety of the passen- 
gers. It was past seven o’clock; and the boats 
| which went from the city have just returned, and 
| the report is, that four or five of the passengers 
are drowned. How it caught, or how many were 
on board, no one can tell. All is confusion and 
i anxiety, The boat is now floating up past the 
city, all on fire; and ten to twenty thousand per- 
sons looking at it.” 


“ We understand that seven of the Ohio banks 


j| have deen forced to stop payment, and that others are 
l| tottering.” 


LAND AND COMMERCIAL AGENCY 
AT NATCHEZ, 
THE subscriber offers his services to the publie 
as agent to purchase or sell lots and houses, 
plantations and uncultivated lands; and particu- 
larly to purchase Government lands at the public 
land sales, or to make entries at the different land 
offices of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas 
Territory, of Miss‘ssippi, Red River, and Yazoo 
bottoms or uplands, from Baton Rouge to Mem- 
| phis. To purchase or sell all kinds of stocks and 
other interests, liquidate claims on accounts, or 
otherwise make coilection of debts, and remit as 
may be required. Also, to purchase cotton for 
i the western and northern manufactories, and re- 
ceive and sell cotton bagging and rope. 

His residence has been at Natchez nearly nine- 
teen years, during which time he has become 
extensively acquainted with the lands alluded to 
and its inhabitants, having been the greater part 
of that time actively employed in commerce, and 
for the last three or four years collecting inform- 
ation relative to the above lands. 

Letters (post paid) on any of the above sub- 
jects, will be attended to promptly. 

WOODSON WREN. 
Sept. 16, ’33.—swlyr. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 10, 1834. 

Mr. SILSBEE, after a few remarks, presented 
a series of resolutions passed by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, complaining of thestate of the cur- 
rency of the còuntry, recommending the restora- 
tion of the public deposites to the Bank of the 
United States, and praying the recharter of the 
said bank. Mr. S. asked that the resolutions 
might be read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and printed. 

After they were read— 

Mr. WEBSTER said he fully concurred in the 
sentiments expressed by his colleague. These res- 
olutions were undoubtedly the opinions of the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts. In every town and parish, 
the removal of the deposites was disapproved of 
if not severely reprobated; and himself and col- 
league would not be the true representatives of 
Massachusetts, if they did not hold language clear 
and strong, that the cause of the distress was to be 
found in the removal of the deposites, and if they 

. did not declare, in her name, that her interests 
were greatly injured, and the distress on all parts 
of her population was deep and severe. She ex- 
pected them to say this, and also to say, that they 
look to Congress alone for prompt relief. In one 
of the resolutions, an opinion that a national bank, 
and the restoration of the deposites, are the appro- 
priate remedy, is intimated. It was now several 
weeks since he had given a pledge here that he 
would submit to the Senate some measure of relief. 
It was now three months since the existence of a 
pressure was asserted. It was then denied, but 
now no one seriously denied or doubted the alarm- 
ing state of the country. He could not but sup- 
pose that the Executive saw and lamented the dis- 

` tress; but yet no new remedial measure was pro- 
posed from that quarter, except the experiment 
which was going on; and it was fair to receive the 
late report, made by the Committee of Ways and 
Means in the other House, asa manifestation of 
the views of the Executive, made in authentic lan- 
guage, and having the merit of being uffequivocal, 
that the deposites were not to be restored, and the 
bank was not to be rechartered. This being the 
case, it seemed to him time to redeem his pledge— 
the subject had been before the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and he was authorized to say it met the 
approbation of a majority of the committee. He 
therefore gave notice, that on Monday next he 
would introduce a bill for rechartering the Bank of 
the United States for some limited time. He saw 
the difficulty attending such a proposition, but his 
sense of duty would not allow him to shrink from 
the effort. He had two objects in view, in sub- 
mitting this measure. The first was, to giveto the 
community prompt relief, and this it was the duty 
of Congress todo. He knew of no remedy but 
the restoration of the deposites and the recharter 
ofthe bank for a limited time. And when he spoke 

of prompt measures, he laid out of the question a 
new bank, because that could not be done before 
the 4th of March, 1836. The remedy proposed 
would be a prompt and efficient one. Secondly, a 
great object to be regarded was, to propose meas- 
ures in such a light as to conciliate anything, and 
to give up everything, so that the object could be 
attained, and relief given—such measures as the 
whole country would say ought to be adopted. 

When he considered the present state of opinion 
in the capital, and entertained by the Executive, 
he was convinced that any measures proposed 
would be attended with difficulty in their accom- 
plishment, and should be submitted to the people, 
and receive the destiny of the people; and under 
the impulse of intelligence in the community, which 
would be sure to be attracted to any such measure, 
full attention would be given it; and his only hope 
and wish was, that their decision would decide this 
question. Elis opinion, also, was, that while the 
present stage of things continued in thecountry, the 
adjournment of Congress ought not to be thought 
of. Our constituents would not, and ought not, to 
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| WEBSTER, KING of Georgia, CHAMBERS, 
iand FORSYTH; when the resolutions were re- 


Í bill to the Committee.on Revolutionary Claims. jj 


| priety of allowing interest on the claim, in which 


‘FORSYTH, LEIGH, BIBB, CILAMBERS, 


welcome us to our homes, till relief shall have been f 


given, We have the power of giving relief, and 
they look to us for it. The State governments 
are not competent to it. The evil arises from po- 
litical action, and the remedy must be by political 
action. No vote of his, therefore, should begiven 
to vacate our seats here, or to consent to their 
being vacated, till something efficient and satisfac- 
tory be done. 


Mr. FORSYTH said, he congratulated those 
who were constantly pouring their memorials 
here, that their prayers were at last likely to be 
heard and to be attended to by the appropriate 
organ of the Senate. Not one petition had been 
presented which had not urged that prompt atten- 
tion tothe subject was necessary. -T'he honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts had said that we 
were not permitted to speculate; but such had been 
the progress and condition of things here for three 
months, there has been nothing but speculation. 
Weare told legislative action is necessary and yet 
we are to speculate another week, and then we are 
to have the proposition. Whynotsubmitit now? 
After a delay of three months, we are at last come 
to the object of the petitioners and of gentlemen 
here—it is the recharter of the bank. And that 
no difficulty might arise as to himself, he would 
distinctly announce the terms on which his aid 
would be given towards that object. First, the 
rate of interest must be reduced to five per cent.; 
next, the power of the State governments to tax 
the funds of the bank in each of the States, where 
situated, should be distinctly recognised, and the 
vexed question of the power of the Government 
directors must be distinctly understood, and must 
be admitted to be what the President understands 
it to be. It could not receive his approbation, 
without a greater control over it were given to the 
Government than was contemplated in 1816. It 
was with surprise and regret that he heard the an- 
nunciation of the honorable gentleman, that we 
ought to sit here till the existing distress should be 
relieved. Were we tosit here till August or Sep- 
tember, to compel the House of Representatives 
or the Executive to action? Were the codrdinate 
branches of the Government to submit their judg- 
ments to our behests? He thought it passing 
strange; and more especially so, when we were 
told that the State governments possessed no 
power of relief, but that it was in us alone, who 
hold all the power we possess from the State gov- 
ernments. But are we to be told that the State 
governments don’t desire relief? Can any man 
shut his eyes to the fact, that the majority of the 
State governments and of the people have said 
that this bank charter shall cease to exist? Ifthe 
fact were otherwise, and the people say it shall 
exist, it will exist, and provision could be made | 
for it two years hence. And it appeared to him 
that the object of the honorable gentleman was to 
raise a question which was to be settled two years 
hence. Mr. F. believed the question was already 
settled, and he believed every effort which was 
made to raise it, only the more strongly confirmed 
it. He trusted we should not sit here till August 
or September, when the question could be as well 
settled at home. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 


ferred, agreeably to Mr. SILSBEE’S motion, i 
The Senate then proceeded to the first special 
order, being the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of Elizabeth Robinson, daughter of Lieuten- 
ant Wilde, a revolutionary officer. 
Mr. MOORE moved the recommitment of the 


A considerable debate ensued, upon the pro- 


1 
I 
Messrs. SHEPLEY; MOORE, NAUDAIN, | 
f 
i 


CLAYTON, WHITE, TALLMADGE, TOM- 
LINSON, and SPRAGUE, participated. 


Mr. MOORE withdrew his motion to recommit | 


it to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. Lost. 

Mr. FORSYTH revived the motion to recom- 
mit to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was agreed to. ` 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of George 
Read, and, on his motion, the report accompany- 
ing it was ordered to be printed. 

„Mr. C., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Stephen Pleasonton, upon 
which a similar order was made. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, made a report. 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, leave of absence 
for three weeks was granted to Mr. Brut. 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, a few minutes 
after four o’clock, i 
The Senate adjourned. 


e 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 10, 1834. 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS rose, and intimated a wish 
that the call of the States for the presentation of 
memorials, might be commenced as usual, with 
the understanding that the memorials presented, 
in reference to the bank, should be accompanied. 
only with very brief remarks, explanatory of the 
circumstances under which they were adopted. 
He wished himself to have an opportunity of pre- 
senting certain resolutions adopted by the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts. If the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Guoison,] who was entitled to the 
floor to-day, would yield it for the purpose of 
calling the States, there would, he presumed, be 
ample time left for the gentleman to address the 
House on the subject of the Virginia resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. GHOLSON replied, that the honorable 
member from Massachusetts must be aware that 
Virginia had already once yielded the right of 
proceeding with this discussion for the convenience 
of the House. Being disposed, however, to ex- 
tend every courtesy to the venerable member, he 
would, with the consent of the House, waive hig 
right to the floor till one o’clock. 

Mr. MOORE, of Virginia, objected, he said, 
to the further postponement of the Virginia reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS said, he was now more 
anxious than he was before to obtain an opportu- 
nity to present his resolutions; for, if not only the 
gentleman in possession of the floor, but every 
other member from Virginia was to express his 
sentiments to the House on the subject of the Vir- 
ginia resolutions, it was evident that it would bea 
long time before the States could again be called. 


VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. GHOLSON having the floor from the pre- 
vious day, rose and said, he, too, had received 
from Governor Floyd a letter similar to that which 
his colleague [Mr. Parron] had animadverted 
upon, but it had not occurred to him that-the 
letter contained anything so objectionable as his 
(Mr. P.’s) remarks would seem to convey. And > 
it never could have induced him to arraign—as his 
honorable colleague had felt it his duty to do— 
the conduct of the Governor of his native State, 


| before Congress, or to charge upon him that he 


had manifested a disposition to extend beyond its 
due limits his official authority. i 
Mr. PATTON remarked that he had been mis- 
understood; he had expressly disclaimed imputing 
improper dispositions to Governor Floyd. : 
Mr. GHOLSON resumed. The Governor of 
Virginia was blamed for designating the resolu- 
tions as he had done; for expressing his pleasure 
on having to communicate that the resolutions 
disapproved of the recent act of the President in 
removing the deposites. But whilst he (Mr. Q.) 
hailed this concurrence in the opinion of the Gov- 
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ernor with the Legislature of Virginia as a most 
auspicious omen, which would have salutary 
influense elsewhere, after investigating the princi- 
ples upon which the Government was founded, he 
could not conceive in what way he had transcended 
his official limits. For this inoffensive matter, 
however, this act is to be classed along with the 
manifesto of the President, and with other danger- 
ous assumptions of power on the part of the Exec- 
utive, and the Governor, when about to retire into 

-his wilderness, is sought to be made as a scape- 
goat to cover other executive assumptions. He 
would not pretend to say that the sacrifice would 
be so accepted by the people, but he might be per- 
mitted to say that so long as there was on the 
watch-tower a person so cautious as his colleague, 
little danger could arise from the Governor’s 
assumptions. He must deny, as alleged by his 
colleague, that the State Legislature, in adopting 
these resolutions, had abandoned the ancient prin- 
ciples which the State had so long acted upon; and 
he referred to. the vafious numbers voting on the 
several resolutions adopted by the Legislature to 
show that public opinion was not misrepresented 
by the votes by which they were severally passed, 
and which, as they varied in number, proved that 
the members of the Legislature had been actuated 
by adeepsense of the responsibility which devolved 
upon them. They had judged each resolution 
upon ils own proper merits, and, as he was happy 
to inform the House, they had not in that Legisla- 
ture any party machinery, caucuses, or conven- 
tions, which were ultimately destined, instead of 
representing, to bury the voice of the people. His 
colleague had objected to the preamble of the reso- 
lutions. But while Virginia had enough of abuse 
heaped upon her; while she had been denounced 
by the press, abused as being second only to South 
Carolina, he little expected to find one of her sons, 
and one of whom she was justly proud, joining 
with those who wished to expose her; and he might 
be permitted to wish that, after the excitement 
which prevailed in debate had subsided, his hon- 
orable colleague, in his cooler moments, had not 
reiterated his objections in the terms he did, but 
that he would have dropped a tear of regret upon 
them, and have blotted them out forever. 

Mr. G. afteradverting to the arguments adduced 
to maintain the power of the President over the 
Treasury, contended that their great error was in 
supposing that the Treasury Department was an 
executive one; and he referred to the proceedings 
of the conventions held in New York, Virginia, 
Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania, to show that it 
was not considered so, either prior to, or by the 
articles of, the Constitution itself. The position 
that had been assumed was, that the President, in 
his executive character, being responsible to the 
people, had the right of supervision or control, 
and could remove from office such officers only as 
were given to aid him in the discharge of his 
executive duties. Hedid not conceive that the 
President had any right to remove from office those 
who were not responsible to him, for a mere differ- 
ence of opinion; and he argued to prove that if the 
doctrines maintained, that the President. had this 
ubrestricted right of removal, were correct, that 
ultimately he must ingulf all the powers vested by 

` the Constitution in all the other branches of the 
Government. 

Mr. G. proceeded to argue that the power of ; 
removing the deposites was notan executive power, 
The very fact that the Secretary was obliged to 


come here with his reasons was sufficient proof 
of the fact that Congress intended to render the 

. Secretary independent of the President in the exer- 
cise of the power of removing the deposites. The 
President had powers in reference to the bank, but 
ofa different nature from this. He could issue a 
scire facias against the bank, and try the question 
of its alleged violation of the charter. But the 
President says he had not time to issue a scire 
facias, and that he must, therefore, in order to see 
the laws faithfully executed, remove the deposites, 
and remove the Secretary of the Treasury in order ! 
to remove the deposites. This construction of | 
executive duties, Mr. G. pronounced to be dan- 
gerous as well as absurd. , 

Mr. G. then passed to the eensideration of the | 
principles contended for by the Secretary in his | 
reasons, and asked, who had made the Secretary | 
the political and moral monitor of the nation? Who ! 


| had sunk into insignificance. 


had authorized him to travel beyond the laws and 
his leger to pick up newspaper charges against the 
bank, and exert his financial powers for the pres- 
ervation of the public morals, &c. He averred 
that the Secretary had not offered one single finan- 
cial reason for his act. g 

Mr. G. submitted to the House whether a single 
evil alleged as a reason for the removal of the de- 
posites had been avoided or cured by the act, 
The Secretary knew that the bank was a hard 
master, reaping where it had not sown, and it was 
his duty to foresee the results of his rash measure, 
It was his duty to know that the act would not 
only embarrass the business of the country, but 
would, by diminishing the revenue one third in 
amount, render necessary a resort to an increased 
tariff of duties. Mr.G. could not help coming to 
the conclusion that there were other reasons for 
the act than those which met the eye. He could 
hardly believe that the Secretary himself was sat- 
isfied with the reasons which he had presented. 
His impressions were strengthened by the fact that 
Mr. Duane, in.his third letter, states that the Pres- 
ident had said of the last Congress, that if it had 
gat one week longer it would have been bribed by 
the bank to renew its charter; and that the same 
would be the case with this Congress if he did not 
interfere by removing the deposites before the 
commencement of thesession. Heasked whether 
the House was prepared to sustain the President 
in acts which were founded on such suspicions? 
He himself felt assured, and upon his representa- 
tive responsibility he would express his belief, that 
the President asked and used the influence of per- 
sons who were unworthy of his confidence. He 
compared his administration to the reign of Eliza- 
beth, beginning in brightness and glory, and end- 
ing, through the influence of bad counsels, in dis- 
grace and gloom. The cry of “ Recharter, rechar- 
ter,” which was raised whenever the subject was 
touched, was wholly unfounded The whole of 
the southern States, in a body, were opposed to 
the recharter of the bank. ‘The President, the 
Vice President, and a majority of this House were 
opposed to a recharter; and the object, whoever 
might have itin view, was altogether unattainable. 
For himself he thanked the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means for his second resolu- 
tion, that * the bank ought not to be rechartered,”’ 
and would support it. But he wished to see the 
injury done to the Constitution and to public faith, 
by the removal of the deposites, repaired by their 
restoration. 

Mr. MOORE, of Virginia, spoke in earnest vin- 
dication of Governor Floyd from the charge. of 
having addressed an offensive and improper letter. 
to the Representatives of Virginia. Ifthe Governor 
had committed an offence, he was entitled toa fair 
trial, and to be confronted with his accusers. But 
to drag the Governor to the bar of this House, to 
answer to the House, as judges and accusers, for 
an offence against the dignity of its measures, was 
a measure which the sense of the House would 
revolt at. For his part, he would rather that the 
waves of the ocean should roll over the State and 
blot it out forever, than that it should undergo such 
a degradation. His colleague had asked where 
Governor Floyd had got his notions. - I can tell 
the gentleman. 
Virginia, where men are as free as the air which 
they breathe. He would suggest, too, that if Gov- 
ernor Floyd had no right to comment upon the 
course of the Virginia delegation, his colleague had 
no right to comment upon the Richmond resolu- 
tions. It is settled by the practice of the House 
that a man might abuse his own constituents, but 
not that he may callin question the views of those 
who are not his constituents. It seemed that his 
colleague had heard a voice from Virginia, differ- 
ing from the sentiments of the Legislature. It was 
true, that the question of removing the deposites 
i Tt was now a ques- 
tion between liberty and slavery; and it was much 
to be feared that the removal of the deposites was 
but the first in a series of measures by which it 
was designed to transform our institutions into a 
corrupt monarchy, based on the influence of office- 
holders and State banks. Hespoke much of the 
danger to be apprehended from the forty thousand 
office-holders, and stated that the danger from this 
course of a consolidation of powers in the Govern- 
ment had early attracted the attention of the Le- 


He got them in the mountains of | 
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gislature of Virginia. The talk about the political 
influence of the bank was absurd. ln the great 
State of Pennsylvania, where last year the Legis- 
lature voted unanimously in favor of the bank, the 
National Administration was stronger than in any 
other State. If the bank could not control the 
politics of the State where it is located, how idle it 
was to apprehend its influence over the politics of 
other States. The people could not much longer 
be deceived. The southern merchants when they 
go to New York to buy goods, and find that they 
have to pay four or five per cent. discount on their 
money, will come home and tell their neighbors 
what is the effect, and what is the object of the ex- 
periment of the Administration. He would sug- 
gest to the advisers of a specie medium, the expe- 
diency of first trying the experiment of depriving 
the people of the facilities and comforts which they 
have derived from the paper system. The ser- 
vices of General Jackson would not much longer 
blind the people to the fact that he is under im- 
proper influence. The day of reckoning was at 
hand. The people would require an account of 
the twenty-two millions which had been squan- 
dered during the last year. He knew the opera- 
tions by which the public sentiment of Virginia 
was to be revolutionized; but he was also certain 
that they would fail of effect. The people of Vir- 
ginia would not be reduced to political prostitution 
by the offer of the Vice Presidency to Virginia. 
He did not know that it had been offered, but he 
expected soon to see, in some distant newspaper, 
the nomination of a son of Virginia as the next 
Vice President. Mr.M.,inconclusion, alluded to 
the party divisions of Virginia which now weak- 
ened her strength, and declared his belief that those 
dissensions would soon vanish, and that the whole 
State would present an undivided front against 
executive abuses and usurpations. 

Mr. PINCKNEY rose and said, he must deny 
theright that wasassumed by the member from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Parron,] on a former day, to censure 
the convention and other proceedings which were 
held in South Carolina; but as the State had been 
thus assailed, he hoped he might be oe to 
defend it. Upon this occasion, he felt he must 
lament the want of that member from Virginia 
whom they had so lately followed to the grave, 
(Mr. Bovunpsn, ] for he would not have thus:charged 
South Carolina, but would have thrown himself 
into the breach, and have gallantly maintained the 
rights of South Carolina, as he would have his 
own beloved Virginia. He was the steadfast ad- 
vocate of State rights. It was a remarkable fact, 
that this worthy successor of Randolph, and dying 
with that name upon his lips, shortly previous to 
his death, stated to him (Mr. P.) that he had de- 
fended his State from charges similar to those which 
had been preferred against her. 

The gentleman said South Carolina had acted 
‘Srashly.’? He should like, if so, to know what 
constituted prudence. Was it not notorious that 
she petitioned, and by her Legislature sent remon- 
strances to Congress for ten long years? And with 
what result >—that her petitions and remonstrances 
were treated with neglect, until at length that act 
(the tariff) was passed, which went to make her 
slaves to the North, and filled up the measure of her 
degradation. Would the honorable member from 
Virginia have had her fold her arms and make no 
effort in her own defence? But the men who were 
thus charged with acting “ rashly” well under- 
stood the perils of their situation. They looked, 
however, to the consequences; they looked to the 
cost; they found there was nothing so intolerable 
to bear as the chains of slavery that were forged 
for them. ; 

The gentleman said if they were not so rash, 
Carolina would have got better terms; but he con- 
tended that what they desired they had generally 
obtained, Although there were some objectionable 
provisions in the compromise bill, yet she obtained 
by her own exertions, much that was substan- 
tal and valuable, for which she had contended. 
He would ask, what better terms could she have 


i made. The compromise bill, bad as it might be 


in some respects, found no favor from the Admin- 
istration, and if it were not for the exertions of the 
distinguished statesmen, whom Carolina honored, 
little indeed would the South have obtained at their 


hands. He would here remark, that hereafter,as 
the people of Carolina now knew their situation, 
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and their ey 
kneel to the foot of the throne for relief; he desired , 
that they would hold on to that determination, for | 
no persons could be enslaved, except those who 
were willing to be so. Ele wished to hear testi- 
mony as to the state of public Reling in relation to 
the deposices, and he had the gratification to know, 
that on this question, Nullifiers and Unionists 
joined in reprobating the act of removal as one of | 
executive usurpation; they had abstained, how- 
ever, from giving any opinion, and he thought | 
wisely, on the question of the constitutionality of | 
the bank; as when that question came up it would | 
be the proper time to express their opinion upon 
it. Whilst he could not assent to the power of ; 
Congress to charter the bank, without an amend- į 
ment of the Constitution for that purpose, he was | 
bound to confess that the institution had done! 
much good; and he would say, when this amend 
ment should be made, the State-rights party gen 
erally would feel themselves bound to give thei 
saffrages in favor of the present bank. 

` After reviewing the charges brought against the | 
bank, he could not agree that there was anything | 
to blame in its conduct. The outcry was, how- 
ever, made, that it was curtailing its discounts to | 
produce a recharter. He denied this, and attrib- | 
uted all the evils the country was suffering, to a 
desire on the part of the Executive to crush the 
institution. The question now, however, at issue, 
would decide whether the House would rise in the | 
majesty of the people, and assert their right to 
have the constitutional control over the public 
purse, or lay at the feet of the President the Con- 
stitution and the laws. 

Mr. P. dwelt, at somé length, on the various | 
measures of the President and the heads of de- 
partments, all of which he denounced as usurpa- 
tions of authority, founded upon the assumption 
that each officer may execute the law according to | 
his own construction of it, and according to his 
own notions of its general expediency. Who | 
made the Secretary of the Treasury the conserva- | 
tor of our liberties, and the censor of our morals ? | 
It was bad enough to listen to such language from 
the President; and if the House would hear it from | 
the President, they deserved to hear it from the 
Secretary. 

Here Mr. P., without concluding, yielded the į 
floor to a motion to adjourn; and, 


On motion of Mr. MERCER, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, March 11, 1834. 
Several messages, upon executive business, 


were received from the President of the United || 


States, by Mr. Dowexson, his Private Secretary. i 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the memoria! of 130 | 
inhabitants of Burlington, Vermont, praying fora 
restoration of the public deposites to the Bank of | 
the United States. Mr. P. accompanied the pre- | 
sentation of the memorial with some explanatory | 
remarks, and concluded with a motion that it be 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. The memorial was read; 
when 

Mr. SWIFT made some remarks in favor.of 
the petition of the memorialists. 

Mr. CLAY said he wished to take this occasion 
to correct a mistake in a matter of fact, made by | 


l 
l 
j 


one of the honorable gentlemen from New York, 

. the other day,in presenting a memorial from the 
citizens of the city of Troy, on which occasion it 
was said thatthe names of but one hundred friends 
of the Administration were upon the memorial. 
The remark was made on the authority of the 
Representative from that district in the House of 
Representatives. He held in his hand a letter, 
signed by several respectable citizens of Troy, 
stating, among other things, that not less than 
four hundred of the friends of this Administration 
had signed that memorial, which he would read, 
[Here Mr. C. read the letter. ] 

Mr. WRIGHT said that the remarks in the 
Troy papers on this subject, were made through 
mistake. He was reported as having said, on 
presenting the Troy memori 
ists imputed their distress to the removal of the 
deposites. 


es were opened, they would no longer | 


al, that the memorial- || 


Tle did not so state, because the me- |) 


s * 
morial had not said so. From this error arose the 
charge of an alteration having been- made in the 
memorial after its circulation, which was respectful 
and temperate in its language. ln justice to the 
representative in the other House from Rensselaer 
į county, he would say that gentlemen needed no 
man’s endorsement for the truth of his-remarks. 
Whether there was a mistake of one per cent. in 
the number of signers, friends of the Administra- 
tion, he did not know. But that gentleman was 
daily calling on him for a printed copy of that 
memorial—he had heard of his having made a 


{ 


f 


to see it. 

Mr. CLAY replied that the Troy representative 
might be fully as respectable as he was said to be, 
but he believed he resided some fifteen miles from 
Troy, and it was hazarding a good deal in him to 
say there were bat one hundred friends of the Ad- 
ministration on the memorial. 

_ The memorial from Burlington, Vermont, was 
then referred according to Mr. PRENTISS’S 
motion, $ 


Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Robert 
Butler, of Fiorida, praying compensation for ser- 
| vices rendered; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 
| Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration of the petition of David Brearley; 


| which was agreed to. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the memo- 
| rial of 454 voters of Patterson, New Jersey, asking 
| the interference of Congress for the restoration of 
| the public deposites to the Bank of the United 


i 
i 
| 
j 
i 
i 
{ 
| 
i 


i! States, alleging their removal as the cause of the 


| pecuniary distress of thè country. 

| Also, a petition signed by 670 citizens of the 
same town, of a counter character, ascribing the 
| distress to the course of the Bank of the United 
States, and praying that the deposites may not be 
restored. 

Also, the proceedings of a public meeting, held 
in pursuance of notice, of the inhabitants of the 
four upper townships of the county of Morris, New 
Jersey, expressive of the confidence of the meeting 
in the patriotism and wisdom of the Executive, 
recognising the right of the Legislature to instruct 
Senators, and approbatory of the measures of the 
Secretary of the Treasury in the removal of the 
deposites. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN said, that in regard 
to the great subject of complaint in the country, 
even the friends of the Administration did not jus- 
tify the measure of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The elder Senator from Georgia [Mr. Forsyru] 
had said but yesterday, that if he had been con- 
sulted upon it, he would never have advised the 
measure; and the other Senator, his colleague, 


| 
i 
f 
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voted for the restoration of the deposites; and yet 
the Legislature of New Jersey have instructed 
their Senators here to-vote to sustain the Admin- 
istration ina measure which its own friends do not 
approve. But gentlemen say the bank is a mon- 
ster, and must 
still, and submit to the acts of the Administration 
in relation to it, and listen calmly, and cease our 
cries. He would not cease; he would go on until 
their cries of distress should reach every hill and 
valley, and he would be willing to sit here til the 
end of the year, and if the ballot-baxes decided for 
he would submit, but not til then. 

BROWN said there was not aman who 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


H 
| 
| power, 
| Mr. 
i 
| people, : 
| to hear it, as more sacred th n 
|! tleman from New Jersey [Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN 
ii need not have informed us 
;| sound the notes of alarm. 
ii the notes of alarm were not to be sounded, but that 
| they had been sounded, for the last three or four 
{| months, in language used to overawe the Congress 
|i of the Union. 
| of supplication ha 
i! the gentleman from 
| you, sir, to go to the 
‘| him to retrace his steps. 


an himseif. The gen- 


Executive and supplicat 
The gentleman from 
| New Jersey seemed to think that public opinion 
|| was against the Administration; but so far as that 


misrepresentation in this respect, and he wanted | 


said, that if it were not a party question, two | 
thirds of each Elouse of Congress would have | 


go down; and we are advised to sit | 


recarded the right of petition on the part of the: 
7 and the obligation of their representatives | 
yi 
that he intended to | 
Mr. B. admitted that |. 


'This not availing, the language | 
d since been resorted to, and ; 
Kentucky had recommended | 


had been experienced in its proper form. So far 
as the legislative expressions were an index to pub- 
lic opinion, it was strongly in favor. of the Admin- 
istration. And the Legislature of New Jersey, too, 
had passed approbatory resolutions; and, so far as 
they were an exponent of the public will there; it 
was also in favor of the Administration. But -he 
had just heard language used here—Senatorsrising 
in their places and threatening revolution—which 
struck him with some surprise. The gentleman 
from Delaware, [Mr. CLayron,] a few days since, 
stated that there were two remedies for the alleged 
evils—one by the ballot-box, and the other the 
right of revolution; that his constituents had 
strong arms and stout hearts for taking the means 
of redress in their own hands. And who did this 
extraordinary language proceed from? Why, 
from gentlemen who were constantly ringing in 
our ears a reverence for the laws and the Consti- 
tution. While in one breath the Executive was 
charged with trampling the laws and the Consti- 
tution in the dust, they were in the next inviting 
freemen to rally under the flag of rebellion; and 
| yet they are the exclusive guardians of the law 
and the Constitution. If he had no other objec- 
| tion than this to the bank, the daily events which 
are passing before our eyes would make him its 
opponent. The bank was shaking this free Gov- 
ernment to its center, and its partisans and friends 
were threatening revolution. The power to create 
a bank was of the most doubtful character, and to 
say that the Constitution granted a power which 
was capable of producing this state of things, 
was a libel on the wisdom and patriotism of its 
framers. j 
The bank was operating on the liberties of this 

country to a greater extent than all he delegated 
powers in the Constitution put together were 
capable of doing. Ee needed no other arguments 
to establish its unconstitutionality than this. It had 
been said by honorable gentlemen that the ques- 
tion of constitutionality had been settled. Buthe 
did not regard it as settled. Jn 1810 or 711 the 
Congress of the United States decided against it. 
He admitted the decision in its favor by the Su- , 
preme Court of the United States; and while, asa 
citizen, he would yield every respectand obedience 
| to that decision, yet, as a Senator here, he would 
yield to no judicial decision. He would recognise 
its doctrines only to the extent of his own reason, 
and no further. Suppose the legislative branches 
of the Government were to submit to the Supreme 
Court, that court would absorb all the powers of 
Congress. He was opposed to the existence of 
the bank, or the prolongation of its existence in 
any shape. He viewed it as a question of liberty. 
It had undertaken to harass the people, to over- 
awe Congress; and should we present the spec- 
tacle of yielding to its menaces? ` He held that to 
give it a single day of life beyond the time speci- 
fied in its charter was to compromise the Consti- 
tution and the independence of the people. The 
people owed it to themselves to vindicate them- 
selves from the gross libel which had been pro- 
mulgated against them, that they could not get 
along without the bank, and to show to the world 
that the sources of their prosperity were in their 
industry and the fertility of the soil and the genial 
climate of the country. Buthe had heard another 
expression from the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts equally alarming, that Congress 
should be kept here without rising unless some 
reliefshou!d be devised. What, sir, have we arrived 
at such a period that Congress should be compelled 
to sit longer than ever it had done before, only on 
account of the bank? This was not the least 
alarming of the expressions we had heard. Mr. B. 
contended that it was high time to take a decided 
i stand against the bank. We were told that the 
distress was accumulating, and that we mus tlisten 
to the will of the people. But gentlemen were 
greatly mistaken if they supposed that the people 
| were to be driven to submit, In proportion to their 
| distresses the people would feel an elasticity of 
spirit which would enable them to surmount them. 
They would manifest the same feeling which they. 
did when the Capitol was in flames during the last 
war—they wouid only be revised to greater. exer- 
l tions to overcome the evil. 
|| Mr. CLAYTON said the gentleman from North 
| Carolina (Mr. Brown] misunderstood him in the 


i . 
i| remarks he made the otherday. If that gentleman 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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had not postponed his reply so long, but had hon- 
ored him with his notice at the time, he would | 
have takén pleasure in correcting him. 

What pe said was, that the people of the whole 
country were suffering distress, and that they | 
would’ not be content till they had produced a 
change through the ballot-boxes. Mr. C. said 
he did go for a revolution, but it was for that kind 
of revolution which should bring, back the Gov- 
ernment to the true principles of the Constitution, 
and until that was done, he cared not whether we 
were driven to power to accomplish it. But he 
preferred the ballot-box, and when, as men, we 
complained of the Constitution being trampled 
under foot, he held to the right of exercising that 
power, which our fathers exerted in the war of 
the Revolution. The gentleman from North Caro- 
lina had said that the distress had not reached his 
constituents; probably the fact would be otherwise 
by and by. He (Mr. C.) was convinced that two | 
months would not elapse till the tone of many of 
those who have sustained this Administration will 
be completely changed. We had been told, too, 
by another honorable gentleman, that our cries 
were like those made in obedience to the mandate 
of the preacher who cried, Groan, sinner, groan. 
But he thought there was a certain class of poli- | 
ticians who would not be less loud in their groans | 
by and by. The gentleman (Mr. Brown] com- | 
plained of the power of the bank, but could see no 
danger from the assumption of executive power; 
none coming from the White House. He proudly 
acknowledged himself to be one of those who sus- 
tained the Jeffersonian principles, and yet the 
very men whom he sustained, rose into’ power 
on the contest between the executive and the | 


people. 

~ Mr. BROWN said he should not have noticed | 
the gentleman’s observations, if he had not been | 
led to it by the remarks of other gentlemen. The | 
gentleman from Delaware [Mr. CLAYTON} yet tells | 
us that he approves of the people releasing them- 
selves from their alleged embarrassments at the j 
polls; butif they cannot effect it in that way, they 
must do it at any rate. He has stated that they | 
must be released at all events; and we are to 
understand him as having adopted the maxim | 
‘* Peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must.” Sir, 
the great mass of the people will scowl at and 
contemn the invitation to repair to the standard | 
of revolt. They never can be induced to rally in 
support of a great moneyed aristocracy. Head- 
mitted the right of the people, to the fullest extent, 
to resist the unlawful measures of the Government; | 
but he never would believe that the people would | 
submit to the rule of a moneyed aristocracy. The | 
gentleman said that he (Mr. Brown) perceived | 
great dangers in the bank, but could apprehend | 
none from the White House. Mr. B.said he had 
thoroughly and carefully examined the subject 
alluded to, and his vision was too obtuse to see | 
the dangers in it which some other gentiemen saw. | 


But if it were otherwise, he would not place the i| 


i" 


custody of the public money in the power of the 
bank, which was irresponsible to the people. The 
President of the United States was responsible to 
the people every four years; it was not so with 
the bank, which was chartered for twenty years, | 
and thus removed from the people during that 

whole period; its influence was invisible—its oper- 


ations removed from the public eye—it insinuated |! 


itself into a thousand places where the public eye 
could not trace it out. The conduct of the Execu- 
tive was visible, while that of a great moneyed 
institution, and an irresponsible power, was secret, 
and therefore dangerous to the liberties of the; 
people. 

Mr. FORSYTH said we had now presented to 
us a fair advertisement of the avowed purpose of | 


petitioning Congress and adding to the groans 
already sounded in our ears; and here we have 
the result. He thought there was sufficient now 
before us to teach gentlemen not to be misappre- 
hending the condition of the country. The gen- 
tleman from New Jersey had made a long speech 
on the subject, and yet from the State of New Jer- 
sey we had three cheers for one groan. The gen- 
tleman from Delaware thought there was a certain | 
class of politicians who would groan for their | 
political sins, instead of by commands from the | 
pulpit. Mr. F. congratulated the gentleman on the | 
discovery he had made. But the gentlemen from ` 


New Jersey was mistaken in regard to his (Mr. 

F.’s) situation. He had not said that he con- 

demned the removal of the deposites, or that he did - 
not defend it. He had defended it, and his defence 

was before the world. He had said that he would 

have delayed it. As a party man, he said he 

regretted ‘there had not been more delay; but for 

the good of the country, perhaps the decision of 
the President was best. But he had another cause 
of complaint against the honorable gentleman from 

New Jersey. The gentleman said that he (Mr. 

F.) complained of the complaints made here. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN disclaimed any allu- 
sion to him. 

Mr. FORSYTH resumed. It was but the other 
day that he coniplained of talking too much—of 
throwing too much light on the subject. One 
thing was certain, if the people were suffering or 
had any cause of complaint, so far as the Senate 
were in fault, the sin laid at the door of gentlemen 
on the other side of the House. In vain could they 
expect relief from the President or the Adminis- 
tration; they know the sentiments of the Admin- 
istration not to be theirs. Why, then, did they not 
act upon their own views? Why notact? Do they 
decline acting here because they want the action 
of the people on the other end of the House, with 
a view to make their action correspond with the 
majority here? If gentlemen imagine that by delay 
they may expect the people to act on the other 
end of the Capitol, why they will have the benefit 
of the experiment. It was impossible to shut our 
eyes to the fact that the recharter of the bank was 
what was sought for. If we could be blind now, 
our eyes would be opened shortly. But there 
surely was enough in a neighboring State within 
a few days past to determine what the views of 
the people were on this subject. Here was a State 
almost the largest in the Union—a State whose 
Legislature was but a short time since unanimous 
in favor of the institution; and what was the state 
of the case now? A thorough change had taken 
place, and the cry rung from one end of the State 
to the other, ‘Down with the bank!” Mr. F. 
said he thought this would have been sufficient to 
startle gentlemen, and to satisfy them that their 
anticipations were without foundation. When 
gentlemen look to the light which they perceive to 
be breaking through for the purpose of prostrating | 
those in power, he would suppose they would not | 
be very sorry for it, or that the experiment, as 
they termed it, had been made. Supposing there | 
should be distress, and the widow and the orphan 
should be made to feel it, what a glorious reason 
it would afford for exclaiming against the tyrant, ! 
and for hurling the despot from his throne. But 
he thought gentlemen would find themselves mis- 
taken in their expectations of the effect to be pro- 
duced by it. We shall soon see. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN observed, that if he 
had fallen into complaints, if he had been making 
long speeches, he had only been doing what the 
gentleman from Georgia did, not what he said. 
His situation surely was sufficiently embarrassing; 
but his wheel, which was turning, might yet place 
himself and the gentleman in a similar situation; | 
and when he should receive instructions, if he | 
determined to disobey them, he should have his 
hearty support and countenance. 

Mr. FORSYTH disclaimed anything personal 
in his observations. He thanked the gentleman 
from New Jersey for his good wishes. As to the 
situation of the honorable gentleman from New 
Jersey, he sincerely sympathized with him, and 
hoped that, before long, the Lord would send him 
deliverance, 

Mr. SPRAGUE rose to protest against the gen- 
tleman from Georgia imputing sentiments here to 
Senators, which he, for one, entirely repudiated, 
that we were not sorry this experiment had been 
iried. The gentleman was not authorized to say 
so. All deeply lamented the Executive experi- 
ment on the business and happiness of the people | 
of the United States. The gentleman hoped the | 


ii lieved he, and those with whom he acted, would 


z | 
experiment would not be so fatal as those trying | 
it would make it. He (Mr. 8.) protested against | 
its being made a mere party question; for he be- 


almost agree to perpetuate the Administration of 
the present Chief Magistrate, if he would grant 


relief. When he looked at the effect of this meas- 


go on, he saw that it was a measure which must 
prostrate their happiness, their business, and their 
prosperity. 

Mr. FORSYTH replied that the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Sprague] protested against the 
injustice of having ascribed to him gratification at 
the '*experiment,’’ as he calls it. Well, nobody 
knew his motives better than he did himself. 
But when his course here, for the last four years, 
had been marked with a constant succession of 
charges against this Administration, he must have 
a strangely constituted mind, if he did not desire 
the Administration to be thrown out of power. 
Now, where was the injustice of supposing this, 
when the gentleman thought he had his foot upon 
the neck of the tyrant? He might shut his eyes 
on the operations of his own mind, but others 
could see it. And when declarations are daily 
made here against the whole party, are we not jus- 


| tified by the gentleman’s example? Did he not 


every day impute unworthy motives to his oppa- 
nents here? Let the gentleman’s conduct go to 
his constituents: he tells us we don’t understand 
public opinion. Does the noise he hears come 
from wis constituents, or does he know more of 
other parts of the United States than he does of 
his own? Ifnot, he isin error; if in other parts 
of the United States, hecan’t be at his own home. 
He was accused by the gentleman of groaning, 
and yet groaned himself; yet he would not change 
his condition for that of the honorable gentleman, 
under any circumstances. I maintain a situation 


i far above party, which, so help me God, } will 


stand in. I hope the gentleman will give and 
take; and when he makes imputations broadcast 
upon others, he will be willing to receive them in 
return again. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said it was easy to make broad 
general declarations, impugning the motives of 
others. He would be obliged to the gentleman 
from Georgia, if he would specify particular in- 
stances. Hle had always endeavored to treat gen- 
tlemen here with respect, and would have been 
obliged to the gentleman to have mentioned an 
instance when he had not done so. The gentle- 
man had referred to the opinions of his constitu- 
ents. But the time might arrive when’ the people 
of Georgia would express opinions against the gen- 
tleman’s course. He (Mr. S.) knew the people 
of Maine—he was bound to consult their interests, 
although he knew his political life would be sacri- 
ficed by it. He believed that if they knew and 
could perceive the truths which were poured in 
here, inrelation to this Administration, they would 
sustain hinf in the stand he had taken against it. 
If personal objects had been in his view, could he 
not have seen the means of obtaining executive 
patronage, and have yielded his support to the 
Administration ? 

Mr. FORSYTH thought the issue had been 
made between us. The question was about de- 
votion to power; to those possessing patronage 
within a few years past. Ifthe gentleman would 
cast his eyes back some twleve years, he would 
find that his devotion to the Powers that be, had 
been much greater than his. [twas his (Mr. F.’s) 
misfortune to have differed with most of the Ad- 
ministrations since he had had the honor of a seat 
in the Congress of the United States, and with this 
one, also, on some points. Thecries of patronage 
against the Powers that be, were nothing more than 
that those who were out of power might displace 
those who were in power. It was not quite so easy 
to get power from the people, as place from those 
in power. Let gentlemen, then, get their places 
if they had no higher ambitien than to get a petty 
office under the Government. For himself, his 
ambition laid higher. : 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
SHEPLEY and SPRAGUE, when the memorials 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of the 
trustees of Nashville University, asking the inter- 
position of Congress in effecting a change of cer- 
tain lands formerly granted for the use of that in- 
stitution; which was referred to the Committee on. 
Public Lands. A 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported ‘a bill -for the relief of Peter H. Green, 
which was read a first time, and the report and 
accompanying documents were then ordered to be 
printed. 
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Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
Gibbs, with an amendment. The report and 
amendment were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re 
ported a bill from the Elouse of Representatives 
for the relief of the executors of Samuel Peers, and 
the executors of Joseph Falconer, with an amend- 
ment; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Ithiel Town; 
which was read. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
‘Worthington, deceased; which, at his instance, 
without being read, was laid on the table. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, for the relief of 
James Tilford; which was read. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Joseph Tilghman and 
Benjamin Bird, without amendment, and of Job 
Pomeroy with an amendment. 

, Mr. ROBINSON presented a petition from sun- 
dry inhabitants of Vermi¥fion county, Illinois, 
praying the establishment of a post route. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, pursuant to notice, 
introduced a bill relative to certain land claims in 
Alabama; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. - 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
GRUNDY: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
dates of the proclamations, and the times of sales 
specified in each, for the sales of the public lands 
in the district of country acquired from tae Choc- 
taw tribe of Indians by the treaty of Dancing Rab- į 
bit Creek, and from the Creek tribe of Indians in 
Alabama; and also the causes, if any existed, of 
a shorter notice being given for the sale of these 
lands, than is usual in the sale of the other public 
lands. : 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of Samuel Smith and others, setting forth their 
claims to a reservation of lands; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from an officer in the late war, 
who was disbanded at its close, praying a grant 
of land for himself and other officers in similar 
circumstances, in consideration of the embarrass- 
ments growing out of a change thus effected in 
their situation. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EWING called up the resolution submitted 
by him the other day, when, after some modifica- 
tions and amendments, made by Mr. GRUNDY 
and the mover, they were severally adopted. 

Mr. TIPTON, from, the Committee on Claims, 


i 


Í 


The motion was rejected. 

Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Colonel Rosewell Lee; read twice. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, reported an act 
for the benefit of Pamela Adams; read twice and 
committed. 


Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Stoddard, representative of Francis Duchoquet; 
which was read twice, committed to a Committee 


| of the Whole House, and made the order of the 
| day for to-morrow. | 
Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 


a bill from the Senate for the relief of Lafontaine 
& Son, without an amendment; which was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of William O’Neale, of Indiana; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
for its third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the relief of John Bills, with an amend- 
ment from the Senatè; which was committed. 


On motion of Mr. CARR, the papers in the case 
of Louis Honore Tesson are ordered to be recom- | 
mitted to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. DUNCAN, from thé Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill from the Senate; which was 
committed. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of purchasing the library and the official and pri- 
vate manuscript papers of General Washington, 
to be deposited in the Department of State. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, from the Committee 


for changing the time of holding the courts of the 
United States in the district of Delaware; which 
was twice read, and ordered to be engrossed. 


on Private Land Claims, reported a Senate bill, 
with amendments, for the adjustment of land 
claims in Louisiana. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to provide for the 
final settlement of land claims in Louisiana, Ar- 
kansas, and Florida; so as to bring the bill into 
the House. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH opposed the motion, as it 
gave preference to the bill over other business, 

Mr. MANN, of New York, urged the necessity 
of speedy action on the bill, in order to relieve the 
Committee on Private Land Claims from the ne- 


reported a bill for the relief of John McClanahan; 
which was read. j 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of Robert 
Harris; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON called up for consideration his 
resolutions, submitted a few days since; which 
were considered, modified, and amended by Mr. | 
GRUNDY and the mover, and adopted. _ 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of | 
Oliver Cromwell; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Senate, | 


i 
I 
I 
i] 
j 


a little before four o’clock, proceeded to executive | 


business, and continued therein until half past five | 
o’clock, when 


The Senate adjourned. 


JIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, March 11, 1834. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS said that not having had an |; 


opportunity yesterday to present the resolutions 


of the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Mas- || 
sachusetts, he now asked the unanimous consent || 


of the House to present them. 
An objection being made, i 
Mr. ADAMS moved the suspension of the rule 
of the Elouse for the purpose of enabling him to 


present the resolutions. 


i 


cessity of acting, without sufficient evidence, upon 
a large mass of claims. 


Messrs. JOHNSON and SEVIER supported 


the motion; and the question being taken, the |; 


motion was agreed to: 

Ayes 85, noes 60. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE stated that he was requested 
by the Committee on Elections to ask leave for | 
the committee to sit during the sittings of the | 
! House; and leave was accordingly granted. 

Mr. PARKS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph V. 
| Garnier; which was read twice and committed, | 
$ 


{ 


| yitories, reported a bill providing for taking a 
| census of the inhabitants of the eastern division 
| of the Territory of Michigan, and of the Territory 
| of Arkansas; which bill was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

| Mr, WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
| Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of William Finley; which was read 
' twice and committed. 

It wanting two minutes of one o’clock, Mr. 
CLAYTON, of Georgia, rose and said, he must 
throw himself on the indulgence of the House for 
o proceed with his remarks on the 

bmitted by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama. He had had the misfortune, he said, to be | 


| permission t 


; 
j 


| resolution su 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private | 


on the Judiciary, reported a bill from the Senate, ;: 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee || 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committeeon Ter- |; 


|| 


ling to suspend his remarks, in order that he might 
be enabled.to call up the appropriation bills, 
_ Mr. CLAYTON said he would willingly assist 
in that object after he had finished his speech, 
and he would promise not to say all now that he 
knew. . 

A motion was then made to proceed to the 
orders of the day, and agreed to. 


THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. Maris, 
of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of*reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts. 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disburserfient of 
the same. 


Mr. CLAYTON resumed, ‘and proceeded to 
controvert the positions assumed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in relation to his powers over the 
public money, and to the duties enjoined upon the 
bank when incorporated; arguing to show that the 
bank was established by the Government from the 
necessity that then existed to have their funds 
transferred from one part of the Union to the other, 
to revive commerce, preserve the currency from the 
ruinous state to which it was reduced by the bad 
paper currency, and for other purposes. The act 
of incorporation being in the nature of a contract, 
he could not agree, however desirous the Govern- 
ment might be to succeed with the present exper- 
iment, that they had the same right which a sover- 
eign State might have to nullify their own contract. 
But reviewing all the circumstances of the act of 
| removing the deposites, it was evident to him that, 
| asthe President had taken the responsibility of the 
| act upon himself, he had made up an issue which 
| was to be decided upon, whether he or Congress 
was to have the future control over the purse of 
| the nation. The arrangements made with the State 
banks by him, proved that he had transferred to 
them the rights to regulate commerce, coin money, 
and all other powers given by the Constitution 
to the Government over the currency. It never 
i had been contended that, when the charter was 
granted, Congress had usurped any power which 
rightfully belonged to the Executive. And he 
maintained that, as the power over the. public 
money belonged to Congress of right, they alone, 
standing as contracting parties with the bank by 
the act incorporating it, had the contro] over it. 
The Secretary was directed to give his reasons, 
but if the power was contended to be vested in the 
| Executive, it would follow that Congress might 
have also required the President to give his rea- 
sons. Was not this an absurdity that naturally 
followed the doctrine? But where was there any 
precedent for a law requiring the President to give 
his reasons to Congress for any official act? Sup- 
pose Congress had provided in the charter that the 
President should give his reasons for the removal 
of the deposites, if he did remove them; would he, 
as a codrdinate branch of the Government, have 
submitted to the degradation? Was it not idle, 
then, to suppose that Congress had required rea- 
sons of an officer who had no will of his own, 
and was the mere organ of the will of the Pres- 
ident? 

It was further attempted to support the power 
of the President by arguments: That the Treasury 
was only a branch of the executive department, 
and that the appointing power, as well as the 
power of removal, gave the President the power of 
, controlling the judgment of the officer executing 
| the duties of the office. But he argued to show 


F 
| that, if such doctrines were true, then they must 


|| apply to all the other civil officers of the Govern- 
‘| ment, and the President would be thus enabled to 


| put at defiance every Jaw which regulated the 
| performance of duties specified by Congress, For 
example, he might interfere with the obligation of 
| the Secretary to report his reasons to Congress, 
| and desire him to report to himself, although this 
obligation to report to Congress was introduced by 
| them in order to retain within their own hands 


| knocked from one week into another. 


Mr. POLK hoped the gentlemen would be wil- | 


| full control over the deposites, which the Secretary 
| in his reasons had assumed they had parted with, 
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to him. When the charter was framed, it was in 
the power of Congress to appoint any individual 
officer to remove the deposites and give his reasons 
for the same. Suppose they had appointed the 
reporter of the Supreme Court: does any one sup- 
pose that he would have attempted to deprive 
Congress of its rights over the public deposites, or 
that any such attempt could be for a moment sus- 
tained? Was it not, then, an abuse of power to 
attempt to deprive Congress of its rights by con- 
trolling the action of its agents, and fora purpose 
which was bringing ruin and dismay throughout 
the land? . 

Mr. C. said, that to give the bank a blow and 
make it reel, and then say go on, was mockery. 
To require the bank to do what it had always 
done, after taking away ten millions of dollars |i 
from it, was unjust and ungenerous. But the; 
consequences did not stop with the United States , 
Bank-—gthey reached the State banks, and com- | 
pelled them to redeem their discounts. Mr. C. jj 
referred to the paper read by the President to | 
show, he-said, that the President did not believe! 
that the Bank of the United States would be able | 
to go on and continue its accommodations to the 
community after the removal of the deposites; yet 
now he told the merchants and mechanics of New | 
York and Philadelphia to go to Nicholas Biddle |! 
for relief. Suppose the President had laid a powder 
magazine under the vaulis of the bank, laid a train, | 
and asked the vote of Congress to apply the match: į 
would it not send a tremor to the heart of every |; 
member? But thecase was the same in principle, | 
but not in effect. Wrong in both cases was at- 
tempted to be done tothe bank, and no man could 
reconcile one act to his conscience more than the ; 


other. Righteousness, it ought ever të be remem- .|- 


bered, exalteth a nation; and injustice is a reproach 
to it. He characterized the act of the Presidentas 
an abuse and perversion of power, and appealed 
to his friends of the State-Rights party for aid in 
resisting the principles on which the act was 
founded. After the glorious triumph which they 
had achieved, he implored them not to submit to 
this new abuse of executive authority Mr. C.) 
passed to some statements respecting the Post 

Office Department, and said that it was reported 
that contracts were given, and new routes made į 
where they were not needed, for political purposes, | 
and for the advantage of political friends, and that |! 
to pay the expenses of these revenues, large loans 
were required from the deposite banks, &c. 

Mr. CONNOR here interrupted Mr. CLAYTON, 
and stated that the loans referred to by the gen- 
tleman had been, for the most part, repaid. He 
would take this occasion to say, in reply to a 
member who remarked that the Post Office Depart- 
ment had involved the Government to the amount 
of $500,000, that the department had not. involved 


the Government to the amount of one cent. 

‘Mr. CLAYTON proceeded. His object was, 
he said, to defend the bank from the charge of 
interfering with elections. What he had men- 
tioned he gave only as common report, and he 
put it against the reports of the corruptions of the | 
bank. He wenton to state that it was also re- jj 
ported that the mails were irregular, and that 
many necessary routes were discontinued in con- į 
sequence of the favoritism which he had referred 
to. It was also said, and he would pledge him- 
self to prove that report, that postmasters are 
removed from office upon secret information, with- 
out a hearing, on account of their political opin- 
ions. He should believe all those reports, unless 
the Post Office Department should require and 
submit to rigid investigation of all these subjects; 
which investigation should proceed at the same 
time with that which the President was claiming 
into the affairs of the Bank of the United States. 


Mr. C., after a few further remarks in relation to 
his former opposition to the bank, concluded his 
speech. 

Several members addressed the Chair simul- 
taneously, and the floor was obtained by Mr. 
BURGES. 

à The House.then proceeded to the orders of the 
ay. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the House ‘vent into 
Coramittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. WAYNE in the chair, on the bill making 
appropriations for the Army of the United States, 
for the year 1834. 


The bill having been read by sections, . 

Mr. McKAY remarked, that as the expenditure 
for the support of the Army was progressively 
increasing, he wished to show distinctly what was 


the expenditure in each year; for this purpose. 


he moved to strike out 1,381,772 dollars for the 
support of the Army and support of officers, and 
to make a separate provision for the pay of ar- 


rearages for 1833, (which were included in this | 


sum.) He would move to insert for support, &., 
for 1834, $1,286,986, and for the arrearages of 
1833, $94,786. P 

Mr. POLK assented to the amendment being 
made in such a shape as would effect the purpose; 
and defended the present appropriation as neces- 
sary under various increases which had been made 
to the service. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 


The next section being an appropriation of |: 


$59,179 for forage, : 

Mr. McKAY objected to it as too large, and 
moved to reduce it to $54,381. 

Mr. POLK contended that the establishment 
required the sum appropriated; after which, 

Mr. McKAY having withdrawn his motion, the 
appropriation was agreed to, f 

The appropriation for the medical staff having 
been read, 

Mr. E. EVERETT moved to amend the bill 
by inserting, for extra allowance to Surgeon Beau- 
mont, $1,825. 

Mr. E remarked that he was instructed by the 
Joint Library Committee to propose this as a remu- 
neration for expenses incurred by him in making 
experiments on a soldier of the Army to illustrate 
the digestive system of human economy. 

Mr. POLK, not knowing anything of the cir- 


‘| cumstances further than was stated, wished the 


subject to be reported on by some of the commit- 
tees. 

Mr. JONES objected to the allowance, and de- 
sired to know upon what principle it was sought 
to be granted. 

Mr. E. EVERETT felt it unnecessary to go 
into a constitutional argument. He thought the 
claim perfectly just and proper to make an appro- 
priation for. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said he had looked into the 
work giving an account of these experiments, and 
he considered that they were of an extremely 
valuable character. He would not, therefore, too 
nicely scrutinize such an appropriation, and which 
appeared to have been done by an officer in the 
line of his duty. 


Mr. CHILTON bore testimony to the merits of || 


the work, and supported the amendment, as the 
experiments made would be the means of saving 
thousands to the public. — 

Mr, CROCKETT said: Sir, I ask, as there is 
an experiment trying upon the currency, what 


possible objection ought there to be to one on | 


science? Sir, I begin to think it is time to object 


to all appropriations as unnecessary. Whatis the į 
use of them until we know where the money is? | 


If the money can be taken at will, may it not be 
distributed by the same hand? Itisall a mockery. 
What is the use of law at all? [am sorry the 
gentleman from Georgia opposes this claim; for, 
although I will vote for one experiment, I will vote 
against the other. 
The amendment was agreed to; ayes 80, noes 
50. > 

After several other sections were gone through, 

Mr. McKAY proposed to reduce the miscella- 
neous appropriation $50,000; but before any action 
could be had on this, 

Mr. WILDE moved that the committee do rise; 
which motion prevailed, ayes 66, noes 64. 

The committee thereupon rose, and reported 
progress. 

Apa bill, asamended, was ordered to be printed, 
an 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnuspar, March 12, 1834. 
Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of 
Marcus Ball; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Glaims. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 


Roads and Canals, reported a bill for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Wabash river; and, 
on his motion, the report and documents, together 
with the memorial of the Legislature of Indiana, 
were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of the 
ii tin-plate workers, workers in sheet-iron, &c., of 
|| Philadelphia, praying the restoration of the public 
|| deposites to the Bank of the United States. 

Also, the memorial of a similar class of mechan- 
ics in Southwark, Philadelphia, of a like tenor. 

And, also, the proceedings and memorial of a 
public meeting in Carlisle, Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania, of like import. 

Which memorials and proceedings were sever- 
j ally read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LEIGH presented the memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of Petersburg, Virginia, praying the 
restoration of the public deposites to the Bank or 
the United States. 


Mr. LEIGH said, he desired to present a me- 
morial from citizens of the city of Petersburg. 
| Virginia, on the subjegt which had so long agitated 
| this great country. It was signed by merchants 
manufacturers, artisans, and some members of the 
| learned professions, of that city; a place as much 
distinguished for its devotion to Republican prin- 
; ciples as any other in the Union. He could not 
i say which of the signers were, and which were 
not, friends of the present Administration; but he 
could not refrain from eXpressing his surprise and 
dismay that the friends of those who were com- 
i plaining found it necessary to say that the signers 
of these various memorials were friends of the 
; Administration. Was it come to this, that the 

friends of the Administration were entitled to more 
respect here than its opponents? These signers 
j Were merchants of high standing and intelligence, 
jand he prayed the Senate to remember that in 
| commercial countries the usual course was to call 
| together all persons who were supposed to be ac- 
| quainted with’the evils they were laboring tinder, 
| as well as the proper measures of redress. Let 
| 
l 
t 
1 
| 


| gentlemen attribute to the President any degree of 
| general knowledge, or of human sagacity they 
| please, still he (Mr. L.) would prefer the testimony 
of one single merchant as evidence of the truth of 
| his sufferiugs, to the opinion of the President of 
ithe United States. Those who feel distress tell 
| us the remedy, and yet the opinion of the Presi- 
‘dent is regarded as overwhelming evidence to the 
| contrary. The language of this memorial wag 
-sound, moderate, and temperate, bearing on its 
| face marks of deliberation. Ee 
i He(Mr. lL.) had heard, since he had the honor 
ji of a seat here, gentlemen seizing opportunitiea. 
ji from remarks on the face of the memorials, to 
i! detract from their force and bearing. He meant 
i| no disrespect to the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
: Forsyru,} to whose remarks he alluded; but he 
{felt it a duty to him to suggest that, while he 


| portunities to reduce to contempt the representa- 
| tions of petitioners, tended to impair that right 
|| more than auything else the gentleman could do. 
i He knew the confusion prevailing in primary 
i; assemblies of the people, but still the result of their 
| deliberations was the real sentiment of the people; 
i and in proportion as you detract-from their force, 
i| you detract from the first principles of representa- 
live government. Did any one doubt the people 
were often actuated by impulses? And yet their 
i! representations are the best to represent the real 
, will of the people. He hoped when memorials 
j; were presented hereafter, there would be no de- 
traction from them when their temper and tone, 
j; and remarks, accorded with the business in which 
‘| their signers were engaged, These memorialists 
|| Say their distresses arise from the curtailments of 
| the Bank of the United States, and that this is the 
jj necessary consequence of the removal of the de- 
| posites. No system of public credit can consist 
: With any one man’s absolute and unlimited power, 
iin government. Frederick of Prussia, in an essay 
i on political subjects, entertained the idea that it 
| was impossible to establish a bank in a govern- 
li ment of civil monarchy. But he was determined 
itotryit. He established a bank, and by his fos- 
tering care it did linger out his reign, but how long 
' afterwards it continued to breathe, Mr. L. could 
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|, recognised the right of petition, the seizing of op- 
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not tell. Bank credit was one of the most sensi- 
tiveof all plants. At the touch of arbitrary power 
it shrinks its leaves; but remove it and it expands 
again and revives. But let power remain inex- 
orably pressed on it, and the plant must perish. 
He had seen the evidences of efforts which were 
made to reverse the sentiments of Virginia on this | 
subject; and if it succeeded he must yield, not with 
any concern for himself, but rather for his chil- } 
dren. The effort was made to get a majority by | 
claiming to have a majority here; and a gentle- 
man had thought proper to say, that he knew 
better the sentiments of Virginia than he did. He 
mentioned this for the purpose of making this 
remark—that for a State-rights man to say a sin- | 
gle word to detract from the dignity of a State 
Legislature, was to do more harm to State-rights 
than all the powers qf this Government united 
could do. For himself, he believed Virginia was 
not changed from the complexion presented by 
her Legislature, and would not be found chained 
again, 
He would not fatigue the Senate by an argu- 
ment on the constitutional point of this subject, 
but follow the President to the sequel of this trans- 
action, As soon as the ortler for removing the 
deposites was given, transfer checks were issued to 
the State banks on the United States Bank, to use 
as might suit their purposes. And this was done 
with the avowed purpose of enabling the State 
banks to meet the demand of the branches of the 
United States Bank upon them, and so by lending 
money relieve their distress. When the Manhat- 
tan Bank (for illustration) presented its check on 
the branch in New York, it was debtor to the Gov- 
ernment some $200,000. It then received credit 
for that sum and balances due from other State 
bankg transferred to it, to meet the balance. So 
that this draft was put in the hands of the Manhat- 
tan Bank to trade on till called fof by the Govern- 
ment, and thus as complete a loan was effected for 
its use, as if the President had Joaned directly out 
of the Treasury. Could gentlemen point out in the | 
Constitution any authority for thus lending the | 
eople’s money, or any implication of authority? | 
s the lending out of this money to be upheld as 
a proper exercise of Executive power in such a 
limited Government as ours. In any days of the 
British Government such an exercise of power | 
would cost the minister not his head, (for sangui- | 
nary punishments are much curtailed there,) but 
certainly his rights as a freeborn citizen of the coun- 
try. He would have been impeached and declared | 
incapable of further serving the Crown in any 
capacity whatever. It wasimmaterial whether these 
evils were designed or not. 


2 


|| the discussion on this branch of the subject to the 
: two honorable Senators who commenced it, and 


$ 


He did not suspect.|! 


| reporter were given to Mr. Forsyru, who has not 


| Mr. KING, of Georgia, said he cared not to | 
| interfere in the controversy between his honorable 
colleague and the honorable Senator from Virginia 
| touching the respect due to memorials, or to ex- 
| amine the motives of those by whom they were 
| usually got up and sent here. He would only say 
i that he not only acknowledged the right of the 
| citizens of all parties to be heard in this form, but 
| approved the practice on all subjects of importance 
| to the interests of the country. But he must say, 
| (what few would deny,) that when looked to as a 
| test of public sentiment on questions purely politi- 
i cal in their character, these memorials should be 
| most carefully watched and diligently guarded, to 
| prevent imposition. And perhaps (said Mr. K.) 
| a better illustration of this truth will not be re- 
: quired than a reference to the very memorial now 
| before the Senate, which, notwithstanding heaven 
| and earth had been moved for many weeks to stir 
| up the people to sign it, contained (as he under- 
; stood and believed) the names of a mere fraction 
| of the voters in the district from which it came. 
| We must not too readily suppose that memorials 
| represent the feelings of the whole district from 
| which they come. We only hear from those who 
jare dissatisfied with the Government. Opposi- 
i tions are always better organized and more active, 
| than those-who are satisfied with the established 
| order of things—who rarely move so long as they 
i continue satisfied with their condition. 


| But (said Mr. K.) enough of this. 


I will leave 


| return to the subject of the memorial now before 


| the Senate, on a question of reference. The object 
' of this memorial, I believe, (said Mr. K.,) is the 
recharter of the Bank of the United States, and 
! the restoration of the deposites. 

| [Here Mr. Leicn interrupted Mr. K., and said 
the memorial only prayed the restoration of the 
; deposites. } 

Mr. K. said he was glad to be thus corrected. 
The correction would shorten what he had’ to say 
upon the memorial; and he had, in fact, a few 
days since, on another memorial from Massachu- 
setts, expressed briefly his opinion upon a rechar- 
ter, and professed a friendship—rather a cool one, 
to be sure, for a national bank under existing cir- 
cumstances. I am-glad this single question is 

presented, as it gives me at once a proper occasion 
| to refer to some remarks which I made a few days 
| since, and which seem to have been, by some gen- 
| tlemen, imperfectly understood, or entirely per- 
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the President of design; and not suspecting him, | verted and misappliea. 


he acquitted him of it, But he stated the fact that | 
here was an assumption of power; and it was the 
duty of freemen to oppose it, by whoever and 
wherever asserted. He desired to be informed 
whether there was any statute of the United States 
giving the Postmaster General power to borrow | 
money on the credit of tne United States. He | 
thought not. And yet we had seen it 
the Postmaster General had borrowed some four 
or five hundred thousand dollars—a power which | 
is only given toCongress. Here, then, is the Execv- | 
tive Government lending the people’s money to 
the State banks to pay their debts to the United 
States—the money lent out by one hand and bor- 
rowed by the other: the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury lending money without interest, and the, 
Postmaster General borrowing money at six per | 
eent. 

But we had been told that if the remo 
deposites had been put upon an error in judgment, 
instead of an usurpation of power, there would 
have been two thirds of both Houses'of Congress 
in favor of the restoration. Why, then, not retrac 
his steps? If the President of the United States 
would retract this error of his own accord, and 
restore the deposites, and thereby confidence to 
the country, not all the fame he received from the 
victory of New Orleans would equal that peal of 
thania which would resound from all quarters of 
this Union for the act. But alas, there is no hope 
of it. If the newspaper reports are to be relied on, 
nothing will cause him to relents and it therefore 
behooves Congress to take such steps as the best 
interests of the country require and demand. 

Mr. FORSYTH replied. [The notes of the 


e removal of the 


avowed that || 


i act 


Sir, (said Mr. K.,) what I said, I said, and have 
no disposition to retract or modify it. But why 
(said Mr. K.) are the remarks referred to con- 
: stantly called “ admissions?” I call them statements, 
| for which I am alone responsible. By what au- 
| thority (said Mr. K.) do gentlemen so connect a 
| party with me as to embarrass it either by my | 
statements or admissions? What I did state, Mr. 
| President, and am willing to repeat, is, that I had 


| 
{ 
I 
t 
| 
i 


| travelled in several States in the South and South- 


| west, and that the measure adopted by the Admin- 


time the act was done, was very generally disap- 
į proved as inexpedient. But was Inot sufficiently | 
| explicit as to the nature and reasons of this dis- 
| approbation? It was not because the people in 
the South generally believed that the President 
! acted from bad motives; not because they believed 
‘Te had violated and trampled the Constitution | 
| under foot; not because in so doing he had usurped | 
|; dangerous powers, and united the purse and the | 

sword; not because they are in favor of the Bank 
! of the United States; not because they believe 
' that the institution has not abused its functions, by 
corrupting presses, and purchasing up politicians, 
‘and in many other ways; e 
|! gree with the President in the great end of destroy- 
| Ing this institution, which they think dangerous to 
| liberty. No, sir. Whatever my own opinion 
|! may be, I think the great majority of the people 
| to whom I referred are with the President on all 
proved the act, be- 


| these points. But they disap 
cause, whatever may have been the conduct of the | 


| 
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| bank, they knew it pos 
| was fixed on the coun 


sessed immense power, and 
try till the 4th of March, 


| returned them; and it is now impossible to pre- |} 
| pare his speech in time for this paper. ] 


l istration in the removal of the deposites, at the lt 


not because they disa- || 


1836. They also, perhaps, had not full confidence. 
in the patriotism of the combination: of parties 
opposed to the Administration, who they feared 
would avail themselves.of this pretext to use this 
most powerful engine in the cause of party, and 
thereby inflict cruel calamity upon an unoffending 
community. They therefore said, let the lion 
sleep, and quietly expire for want of- congres- 
sional breath; peaceably die for want of a charter, 
I stated further, sir, (said Mr. K.,) (but with 

| the added caution that I only stated my conjec- 
į tures,) that I thought these were the sentiments of 
| a majority even of the friends of the Administra- 
tion when Congress assembled, and if the question 
of restoration had been viewed only as one of 


i 
| expediency—had not been made a party questio 
and forced upon the friends of the dnim atintar 
in a form to make it one upon which the existence 
of an Administration which was preferred for 
higher reasons, was to depend, and a vote taken 
on the subject before these apprehended mischiefs 
had occurred, and by which they might have been 
| prevented; in that case, a majority of two thirds 
of both Houses might have voted a restoration of 
the deposites. I say so still, without professing, 
either before or now, to make anything more than 
i aconjectureof my own. It is said all around me 
that I am mistaken on this point, I think it very 
likely, sir, and so stated before. But what I am 
most anxious in this place to noticeand correct is, 
‘the misconstruction of my admission, as it is called 
i by the honorable Senator from Maryland. |. Idi 
not say, or even intimate—I did not then, nordo I 
now, believe that there is a majority of two thirds 
or any other majority, in either House, who believe 
it would be expedient, or beneficial to the country, 
now to restore the deposites, unless the Bank of 
the United States is to be rechartered. Nay, sir, 
I will go further. As it seems I have bound one 
party, I will now bind the other. I stated when 
last up that if I liked the project for a renewal of 
the charter for a short time, { would vote for it, 
| My favor to this, and all paper-issuing banks is, 
to be sure, a cool one; but if the gentleman. gets 
my vote, I presume he will not care much with 
what feeling it is given. I am, then, sir, the gen- 
| tleman must admit, at least in a modified sense, a 
bank man; and, therefore, for a much stronger 
reason than any he showed, havea right to bind | 
him and the whole bank party. Tsay, then, dis- 
tinctly, that there are, in my opinion, few, in or 
out of this House, even of that party, who care a 
snap of the finger for a restoration of the deposites, 
unless the recharter of the bank is to accompany 
or follow that measure. All must know, orat least 
believe, that restoration, without recharter, must 
only add an additional shock to the currency, and 
prolong the distressesof the people _ I cannot per- 
mit honorable gentlemen to escape from the obli- 
gations of my ‘admission.’ 1 certainly have 
better authority for making this ‘‘ admission.” than 
that which they have attempted to use against the 
friends of the Administration. 

Sir, (said Mr. K.,) having endeavored to relieve 
the friends of the Administration from the embar- 
rassment of what is called my ‘‘admission,”’ E 
will proceed to notice the remarks of the honorable 
Senator from Virginia, who thinks it strange I 
should not have heard of the constitutional objec- 
tions until they were raised in this Hall. I state 
so again, and I presume the honorable gentleman 
does not intend to call in question the truth of this 
| statement. 

Mr. LEIGH. Certainly not. 

I did not (said Mr. K.) state that the objections 
had not been before made, only that I had no rec- 
ollection of having seen or heard them; by which 
alone I intended to prove that among plain people 
the objections were not obvious, and for that reason 
alone should not be readily trusted, as, in fact, nò 
| reasoning was to be trusted but that which was 
natural andeasy. This very power had been be- 
fore exercised, was a power which seemed literally 
given by the bank charter, and had even been 
exercised, without a whisper of complaint, he be- 
lieved, for purposes the most obnoxious, (according 
to the views of the honorable Senator,) that is, for 
the assistance of the State banks. What discourses 
may have been early made, or views expressed by 
the learned circles of Richmond, Kentucky, or 
elsewhere, and which had escaped his observation, 
i he knew not. He only meant te say that a con- 
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struction which required the penetration of prac- 
tised politicians, or even the aid of a learned pro- 
fessor, whose very professional duties led to the 
habitual use of subtleties, should not readily be 
countenanced by those who have a real regard 
for the Constitution. 

Why, Mr. President, (said Mr. K.,) I can truly 
say; even now, that although I have listened atten- 
tively here for two months, and paid strict atten- 
tion to the subject, I do not now distinctly under- 
stand any definite and well understood ground 
upon which the power of the Secretary to remove 
the deposites isdenied. Thereis such a confusion 
of ideas on the subject—so much difference of 


opinion, and such a mixture of objections to the | 


power itself, and the insufficiency of the reasons 
for its exercise in this particular instance, that I 
find it impossible to understand gentlemen upon 
this point. This may be, and probably is, owing 
to my own obtuseness of intellect, but may be 
takea as some evidence of the danger of this novel 
construction of the charter. Fle had, however, no 
disposition to enter into an argument on a point so 
much discussed already, and if he had, he could 
not be expected to refute arguments which he 
could not clearly understand. Suffice it to say, 


then, Mr. President, that the power exercised | 
by the Secretary is plainly given in the bank | 


charter. . 

But it seems we are very unexpectedly sur- 
rounded by strict constructionists, who, to prove 
their principles, instead of reading a charter, make 
acharter. New friends tothe Constitution. Yes, 
sir, gentlemen who for years have been mutually 
charging each other with a habitual contempt of 
the Constitution, all at once claim to be the only 
exclusive guardians of that instrument; and to 
show theirnew-born affection, instead of expound- 
ing the Constitution, they go into elaborate argu- 
ments to prove what the Constitution ought to be. 
The continual ery is, “ the Constitution, the Con- 
stitution ! the bleeding Constitution!’’ There are 
no constitutional measures but their measures. 
There is no people but their people. Allistyranny 
that keeps their party out of power. Allis op- 
pression that forces the equal and regular oper- 
ation of the laws. ‘* Liberty !” ** Liberty !’’ is the 
cry of these exclusive patriots, An oppressed, en- 
slaved, and degraded people are called on to rescue 
the Constitution and recover the liberty they have 
Jost; and in the very next breath we hear the com- 
plaint that the Senate alone can save the country, 
as the majority of the people are against them. In the 
name of reason, sir, what kind of liberty is this? 
It can be no other, by their own confessions, than 
the liberty of governing—the liberty of a few to govern 
the great body of the people; and not the liberty of the 
great body of the people to govern themselves. 

Those who prefer the present Administration 
are continually taunted: with the question, ‘* And 
will you submit?” I answer, aye, sir, I will submit 
to the laws of my country and the Government 
of my choice. But, sir, I will tell you what I am 
not disposed to submit to: I never can, willingly, 
submit to the dictates of an ambitious and dis- 
appointed faction. 

But, sir, we have just heard again the oft-re- 
eated alarm that we are living under a despotism. 
aper currency, it is stated, cannot be sustained 

under despotic government. And why, sir, these 
continual insults offered to the majority ofthe A mer- 
ican people for sustaining the Government of their 
choice? Sir, gentlemen may cease their lamenta- 


tions, and the band of leagued tyrants on the other į 
side of the water, to whom they afford so much | 


joy, may hush their triumphs. The people of this 
country will protect their own liberties, and march 
on to the highest destiny of nations. Yes, sir; they 
may meet with impediments—the extremes of 
political doctrine may hang heavily on each skirt; 
they may be loaded down with bank paper—trip- 
ped up or jostled by bank monopolies—and meet 
with the various obstacles thrown in their way by 
party dissensions, but still, sir, the great body of 
this nation will move on with the gathering strength. 
of agrowing giant—not to ‘ despotism,” sir—not 
to tyranny; but until they shake tyranny from 
the earth, and crumble the despotism of the world 
to atoms. 

Sir, (said Mr. K.,) the people of the United States 
are free, and under God, I think they are determined 
to remain so, 


| McKEAN: 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquireinto the expediency of grant- 
ing relief to Ann Liolland, widow of Thomas Hol- 
land, deceased, a revolutionary soldier. 


At half past two o’clock the special order of the 
day was announced, being the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. TALLMADGE rose and addressed the 
Senate until half past three o’clock, sustaining the 
Secretary of the Treasury in removing the depos- 
ites from the Bank of the United States; when he 
gave way to 

Mr. CLAY, upon whose motion 

The Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. POLK rose and said, that as the doca- 
ments appended to the report presented by the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, which were or- 
dered to be printed, had not been yet laid on the 
table by the public printer; and as the object of 
postponing the consideration of the report was to 
have them printed for the information of the House, 
before there was any discussion on the subject, he | 
felt it necessary to move that the further consider- 
ation of the report be postponed until Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. WILDE hoped the motion to. postpone 
would not prevail. Every member already had 
the principal documents, and was therefore pre- 
pared to proceed with the discussion. -He de- 
sired to submit his views, and he would suggest 
that, as he was prepared now to go into it, which 
would take up some time, and_as Friday and Sat- 
urday were set apart for private business, the 
subject would at all events have to stand over till 
Tuesday. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said that it could not be 
doubted, when the state of the public feeling was 
considered, that this subject ought to be proceeded 
with, as it was the duty of the House at once 
to decide, if it was to be so decided, that the 
deportes were to remain where they were now 

aced. 

5 Mr. DICKSON, of New York, viewing it as 
all-important that the House should have full in- 
formation preparatory to full discussion, was in 
favor of the postponement,.for the reason given 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. CHILTON would not stop now to remark 
upon the change of attitude which those who for- 
merly so strenuously opposed delay on this sub- 
ject now presented in seeking for it. He felt com- 
pelled, however, to agree with them, because he 
wished the great question should be settled coolly 
and dispassionately, and because, if it was in 
order to refer to what was done elsewhere, he 
might say there was a proposition made (in the 
Senate) which might restore the lost and murdered 
tranquillity of the country. He did not desire that 
his acquiescence to postpone should be considered 
any acquiescence with the views by which the Ex- 
ecutive was influenced, but as a means to have the 
present question satisfactorily settled. 

Mr. WAYNE rose only to remark that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had no disposition to delay this discussion; but he 
felt that if he pressed it, under the circumstances 
he stated, that he would have left himself subject 
to a very heavy imputation, and deservedly so, if 
he pressed discussion without having documents 
declared to be important, and which were ordered 
to be printed. There were some of the documents 
which had never been in print, and although anx- 
ious, hingself, that the discussion should go on, 
yet he must say that he was not prepared to go 
on with it without these documents. He desired 
that the postponement should be fairly understood 
as desired, because that information to which the 
members were entitled had not been printed; 
for if the discussion went on without this inform- 


ation, they might be called on to vote on a sub- 


h 


| munity, why should they wait? 


| ject upon which they had not had information 


which they had a right to call for. From these 
views, and believing that the discussion could go 
on next week, and, as he hoped it would, uninter- 
ruptedly until its close, he hoped the postpone- 
ment would be acceded to. 

Mr. BURGES deprecated any further delay, 


| for nothing was so oppressive to the heart as that 


feeling which ariseth from hope deferred. They 
could not justify themselves to their constituents 
for delaying a discussion upon a subject in which 
delay was ruin to their hopes and prospects, and 
he thought so certain as delay would be now 
made, so certainly. would the people scrutinize 
with severity their conduct. He could not agree 
that it was necessary to wait for the documents, 
It was not necessary to wait for precedents or 
dicta to ascertain whether dhe Secretary had vio-~ 


i lated the law and brought ruin and destruction on 


the country, when it was openly maintained that 
it was not the Secretary who had the power over 
thepublic purse, but the President. Was it not 
perfectly idle under such circumstances to delay 
the discussion? If, however,as was intimated by 
the member from Kentucky, [Mr. Curiton,] that 
delay was sought under the hope that something 
might proceed from the President, he must say 
he would wait, and in sackcloth and ashes, to see 
whether any measure of relief would proceed 
from such a tyrannical and usurping Government. 
But, whilst distress was overwhelming the com- 
What chance 
was there for relief from that quarter? He must 
again deprecate further delay, and express his 
hope that the public voice would not be stifled by 
protraction. He would arraign the conduct pur- 
sued by the Executive, living or dead; if dead, 
he would arraign his memory for the perpetyation 
of acts of such gross usurpation, that he ought to 
have been hurled from office. The delay sought 
for would be followed by calls for the -previous 
question, by committees of investigation to set 
during the suramer; and thus there would be no 
relief given to the community. + 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said ,it appeared from 
what had fallen from the member from Rhode 
Island, that his opinion was made up on this sub- 
ject, and that nothing that could be adduced would: 


| justify what he was pleased to term acts of gross 


usurpation. But he trusted that the House were not 
prejudiced to the same extent which that honorable 
member had avowed. He thought it was a most 
novel proposition, that, upon a question of such a 
grave character, there should be a desire to pre- 
cipitate discussion, when information, ordered to - 
be printed, was within their reach. He would 
make an additional remark; he had been hitherto 
a silent, but notan inattentive observer of the past 
discussion, and he must say, that for one, he en- 
tertained the opinion that the distress which they 
had heard, was attributable, in a great degree, to 
the delay that had taken place in deciding this 
question. He hoped, therefore, that when the 
question should come up in a tangible shape, that 
the honorable member from Rhode Island would 
show the same disposition to act speedily upon it, 
that he now did. In voting to postpone now, he 
[Mr. Mason] was not for continuing the ‘evils 
which were brought upon the country, and which 
were brought upon it by a variety of causes, but 
he desired to have all the meang presented to the 
House, that voting upon the question, they should 
be enabled to come to a right conclusion. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN expressed his alarm 
at the indications thrown out, and that there was 
some intention to prevent ample discussion upon 
a subject which, upon all hands, was agreed to be 
so necessary. He desired that the discussion 
should proceed, and that it should be sent into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for that purpose. He might however be mistaken 
in what he was afraid was the meaning of what 
had fallen from honorable members, and he called 
on the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to say at once whether it is his intentionto 
send this into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. POLK replied, that although he did not 
know that the honorable member was authorized 
to propound such an interrogatory, yet he would 
answerit. He would avow, that he was unwilling 
that the subject should be sent to any place where 


a decision could not be had upon it; although he, at 
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the same time, would not desire to take any course 
which should preclude-free discussion by those 
who were desirous to give their views upon it. 
Under the circumstances stated by the honorable 
member from Georgia, [Mr. W avne,] he was per- 


tectly correct in stating that the only motive which | 


he had in moving the postponement was to avoid 
the charge which might have been urged against 
him, for precipitating the House into a discussion 
upon a report, the evidence upon which the report 


` was founded not having been, under circumstances 


which he could not control, furnished to them. 
He had no design to procrastinate the subject 
unnecessarily, or to give it the go-by, On ‘the 
contrary, he desired to have the fullest expression 
that could be given upon each and every one of 
the resclutions which the committee of which he 
was chairman, had felt it their duty to present to 
the House for adoption. 

*In respect to the remarks made by the honorable 
member from Rhode Island, he would only say 
that he hoped he would be prepared, when the 
question should come up, to assist then in pre- 
venting unnecessary delay to a decision upon the 
question. He, and those with whom he acted, 
were not to blame for the seventy or eighty days 
discussion that had already taken place. And when 
the subject had taken the course they had always 
desired, there was not much delay by the commit- 
tee in presenting their views. He considered that 
the documents that were appended were of the | 
most important character; and although he could 
not say what weight would be attached to them by 
the House, he could say that they had much 
weightininducing thecommittee tocome to the con- | 
clusion they had on the various matters referred to 
them. He repeated that he had no wish whatever 
to procrastinate the subject; and if such an im- 
pression was thrown out to the country, for himself 
he felt compelled to say that there was no founda- 
tion for it. ‘To evince his determination to bring 
this subject to a close, he would state that it was 
his intention, when strictly in order to do so, to 
submit a motio®, for the purpose of insuring dis- 
cussion and speedy action upon it, that it shall be 
made the special order of the day, to sit daily until 
a final decision should be had upon it. When that 
motion would’ be made it would be seen whether 
the honorable member from Rhode Island would 
codéperate with him to avoid delay. 

Mr, MILLER advocated the postponement, not 
for the purpose of putting off the debate on the 
subject, which, from all appearances, was likely to 


-be of the same length as the session; but he was 


desirous that the intervening days between this 
and Tuesday should be passed in despatching 
other business, which was necessary, for the pub- 
lic good, to be acted upon. He felt it his duty to 
repel, with indignation, the remarks in which the 
honorable member from Rhode Island had, by in- 
dulgence, attempted to cast censure upon the ven- 
erable Chief Magistrate, for whose life of service 
the country was so much indebted, 

Mr. WAYNE remarked, that as he had been 
misunderstood by some honorable members, he 
wished to remind the House that, by its rules, 


there wasa positive obstacle to going on at present |) 


with the discussion. It was the right of every 
member to know what it was he was to be called 
upon to vote for; andif the right of calling for the 
reading of matters,connected with it was exercised, 
if the documents were not printed, it must at once 
put a stop to their proceedings. He would give 
notice that if the postponement was not acceded 
to, be, in justice to himself, would call for the 
reading of the documents. ; 

Mr. BAYLIES did not wish to be subject to 
the imputation which the honorable member from 
Rhode Island cast upon those who favored the 
postponement. Whilst this honorable member felt 
so much for the distress over the country, others, 


however, were just as anxious as he was to avoid | 
delay; but he thought it was not just to go into | 


such a subject as the present without having the 
fullest means to come to a right conclusion upon 


i P dently, to his own conduct : 3 ; d, he |; 
ites Pie appented: cononenty | hoped it would be prosecuted daily, till a decision || 


in not having occupied the time of the House, or 
causing any delay. But he had not desired to pre- 
vent others from being heard. The postponement 
now will not prevent those who are desirous of 
giving their views to do so hereafter. 


Mr. ASHLEY thought, as the debate on this 


t 


jl the committee. 


l subject was likely to be protracted, that the House 
ougnt to postpone the discussion now, for the pur- 
| pose of taking up and acting upon the several ap- 
| propriation bills which were necessary for the 
' public service. 

Mr. HUBBARD rose and said that it would 
, seem that no discussion can be had in this Elouse 
upon any subject connected with the public depos- 
| ites, without the manifestation of an extraordinary 
excitement. This is certainly to be regretted. 

In order to ascertain the propriety or adopting 
the motion presented by the chairman of the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means, we should inquire in 
| the first place what were the subjects referred to 
i that committee. 

_ dt will be found that not only the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury was committed to that 
committee, but also various memorials touching 
| the bank and the deposites were also referred. 
i Many of the memorials called for a recharter of 
i the Bank of the United States, others petitioned 
| for a restoration of the public deposites to that 
| lestitution, s 

What has been the report of the committee in 
| relation to those subjecis? The committee has 
| recommended the adoption of a resolution that it 
| is inexpedient to recharter the Bank of the United 
| States. They have assigned their reasons for this. 
The committee have also recommended the adop- 
| tion of a regolution, that it isinexpedient to restore 
he deposites to the Bank of the United States. 
| They have stated in the body of their report the 


| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 


|; considerations which induced them to present this 


į last resolution, And it must occur to every mem- 
| ber of this House that the power of the Secretary 
| of the Treasury over the public deposites has been 
| questioned and denied; and in relation to that 
; power the committee have, at great labor, collect- 
ked, prepared, and arranged a body of documents 
; fully sustaining the power of the Secretary. They 
| have considered this as of the utmost importance, 


|| and they think tbat the documentary history ap- 
i 


pended to the report will clearly show that this 
| same power has been exercised by the head of the 
| Treasury Department from the foundation of the 
; Government to the present time. f 


; man from Tennessee? itis, that the further con- 
i sideration of this subject be postponed until Tues- 
‘day next. And why? Becauze, sir, the report, 
| thus prepared, with the documents, have not been 
published and placed upon the tables of the mem- 
| bers,—that no opportunity has yet been given to 
| examine that report. 

His honorable friend has not asked for the post- 
ponement for his own accommodation, or for the 


mittee of Ways and Means; but with reference to 
the report, the motion has been made in justice to 
| himself, and in justice to the other members of 
It is due to them, and it is due 
The grounds taken by the com- 


: to the House. 


‘report. They think that the members of this 
|; House should have an opportunity fully to ex- 
ii amine and well to consider those grounds, even 


' before the debate should commence. It is no 


|i more than an act of justice to them. 
i| can be imputed to the committee; they cannot be 
|| answerable for the delay which has taken place in 
|| the printing of their report with the accompany- 
: ing documents. On every consideration, there- 
fore, it did seem to hiin that the motion should be 
Í adopted, and-the consideration of the subject post- 


i| poned. 


And now, sir, what is the motion of the gentle- į 


accommodation of the other members of the Com- | 


| mittee have been distinctly presented in their | 


No fault | 


Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, advocated the ; 


motion, as a courtesy due to the committee; and | 


il af (he said) the committee had not made the mo- | 


; tion, he should have made it himself. He was 
|! opposed to going into the discussion before the 
ti A 

ii documents were furnished. 


ted. Kentucky had not yet been heard on the 
i: should be renewed; and when it was renewed, he 


was obtained. 


ii ment, for the reason that he thought the House 


| 


Mr. HARDIN felt no disposition (he said) to |; 
|! urge the debate until the documents were submit- |: h \ 
i; temen on that side of the House. 


question, and he was anxious that the discussion | 


Mr. McK EN NAN wasin favor of the postpone- |! 


` ought to become acquainted with the opinions and i} o j 
i wishes of the people on the question. He wished ti but was death to the people. Mr. L. said that, 


= 
| to postpone the decision of the question till the 
| voice of the people had been heard in this House 
i from every part of the country. 
| be any relief from public distréss, the people must 

; look for it to this House. They could expect 
| nothing from the Executive. He was also in 

i favor of the motion, because we ought to jact 

/ upon some important business which was -now. 
| before us. He therefore moved that the consid- 
i eration of the motion be postponed to next Tues- 

ay. > 

Mr. BURGES said, he wished to move an 
Amendment to the resolutions reported from the 

| Committee of Ways and Means, recommitting the 

| report and resolutions, with instructions to report 

| a resolution declaring that the reasons of the Sec- 

j retary of the Treasury for the removal of the 
deposites were insufficient. His object in opposing 
the motion to postpone was, not to press the dis- 
cussion, but to put the subject in a proper con- 
dition for discussion. Now, the discussion is to 
come up in the House, when the previous ques- 
tion can at any time vut off the debate. He wished 
to put the simple question to the House, whether 
they would keep the control of the subject in the 
Committee of the Whole or not? - He claimed to 
be permitted to call the President a tyrant without 

| asking leave, for he was called so by thousands 
who once admired. him, and he was felt to be.so 
throughout the suffering country. The President 
said, in reply to the complaints of the people, Go 
home—I can govern: I have been accustomed to ` 
govern al] my life. 

Mr. BYNUM spoke in favor of the motion to 
postpone. He wanted the facts to examine for 
himself. He could not take them. upon trust from 
the gentleman from Georgia, nor from any gentle- 
man. Gentlemen seized on everg opportunity to 
set up a cry of distress, desolation, ruin, and ` 
ityranny. The people understood this, and could 
not be misled by it. They would take no man’s 
word for it. They understand that these denunci- 
ations are for political effect, and these gentlemen 
who are crying wolf, wolf, when they can show 
no wolf, would be dealt with by the people accord- 
ingly. If the postponement for a month would 
enable us to receive any additional light, letus 
have it. Hoping that the question would receive 
a full discussion, and be decided in reference to the 
best interest of the country, he should vote for the 
| postponement. : 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means was better calou- 
lated than any other measure to increase the alarm 
and distress of thecountry, and he was, therefore, 
in favor of pressing it to any early decision. ‘He 
understood that the chairman did not intend to 
speak, and that the gentleman from Georgia was 
ready to speak; but if the chairman had any spe- 
cial reasons for the postponement, he would, in 
courtesy, consent to it, 

Mr. LANE said, if the gentleman from Georgia 
was ready to goon with his argument, he was not 
ready to hear him. He had neither read or even 
seen the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and therefore would not be able to judge 
; of the applicability of the argument for or against 
it, and for that reason should vote against the 
motion to postpone until Tuesday week, and for 
the one till Tuesday next. He had remained asilent 
and patient listener to the arguments upon the 
subject of the deposites for the Jast three months; 
that he would not have broken that silence on the 
present occasion, but for ihe imputation attempted 
to be thrown upon the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and those with whom he 
acts, by the gentleman from Rhode Island; that, 
he trusts he will never be capable of calling in 
question the motives or intentions of any gentle- 
man in this House; nor was he willing quietly to 
sit and hear the motives of others arraigned. The 
gentleman says the object is delay. This isa voice 
that falls upon the ear with an ill grace from gen- 
To review the 
past, is always attended with advantage. On the 
; 12th of December last, the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania said, action was called for; immediate 
| action; that in a few weeks, unless the deposites 
should be returned, it would be too late. The 
gentleman from South Carolina, on the same day, 
said, discussion might be sport to the members, 


If there was to 
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on that occasion he had also said, his vote should 
be given on that side which should be most likely 
to bfiag the subject to a satisfactory and speedy 
conclusion. So much for the past. Now to whom 


is delay to be justly attributed? After seven weeks’ | 


delay, each of these gentlemen voted against bring- 
ing that preliminary discussion to a close. The 
report is now before the House for action, ordered 
to be printed; but not printed, not read, or yet 
seen. The motion is to put off the debate, for that 
purpose, is now resisted, on the ground of de- 
lay. 

Mr. L. desired not only to see and read the report 
and appendix, but also to hear the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, whose illuminated mind would no 
doubt throw much light around it. That he should 
avail himself of all the means in his power, all the 


lights of the gentleman, to arrive at a just conclu- |! 


sion, always excepting a blue light. 

Mr. BURD made a few remarks.in favor of the 
postponement. 
into details in relation to the distress pervading the 
country. He thought the question ought to be 
decided within a reasonable or proper time, after 
due consideration of every fact connected with the 
condition of the country, and the laws and the 
Constitution of the country. 

Mr. WILDE said that so far as he was con- 
cerned, he hoped the House would acquit him of 
any extraordinary urgency. At one time his 


though he did not suppose that the object of the 


motion to postpone was again to cut off his speech, | 


yet he was somewhat surprised that when he was 
ready to proceed, and the chairman of the commit- 
tee did not wish himself to speak, the House should 
not be willing to hear him. He assured the gen- 
tleman, as the determination was to keep the tour- 
niquet on the debate, so as to amputate it any 
time, he could not tell how long the debate would 
last. But if he could be allowed to consume these 


two days, there would certainly be left two days | 


for others who were to follow him. He stated 
that documents, to procure which the postpone- 
ment was asked, would be of no aid to the gentle- 
man from Indiana, in understanding his speech, 
gs he should not refer to them, and as they had no 
relation to the points he should discuss, 
said, that the main positions of the majority of the 
committee, that the deposites ought not to be re- 
stored, and that the bank ought not to be rechar- 
tered, &c., would not be at all affected by the 
documents referred to. He had no disposition to 
facilitate or hasten the passing of the appropriation 
bills. He did not certainly know what would 
follow the passage of those bills. But he was 


enabled to guess that, when they were passed, an | 


attempt would be made to precipitate the decision 
of other questions, in a manner which to him ap- 
peared inexplicable. As, however, the question 
whether he should speak to-day or not, was likely 
to occupy the whole day, he would withdraw his 
objection to the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. McKENNAN, to postpone the subject till 
Tuesday week, and rejected. 

The motion to postpone till Tuesday next ‘was 
agreed to without division. 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present certain resolutions 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts; which was 
objected to, 

Mr. ADAMS moved the suspension of the rule; 
which was negatived. 


Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rule, 
go as to permit him to offer the following resolu- 
‘tion: 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means on the removal of the deposites 
from the Bank of the United States, be the stand- 
ing order of the day for Tuesday next, at one 
o’clock, and on each succeeding day in every week, 
Saturdays excepted, at the same hour until dis- 
posed of; and that until the hour of one o’clock, 


P. M., on each day, the business of the House | 


shall proceed in the order prescribed by the rules 
of the House. 

The motion to suspend was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER stated that the resolution must 
lie on the table one day. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules of the 


On another occasion he might go | 


Healso | 


i if it was.acted upon now, would not fall behind all 


| HANNEGAN withdrew his motion. 


į reason that it would embarrass and delay the busi- 
| ness of the House. 
speech was cut off by the previous question, and || 


| Virginia resolutions, which were not expected to 


| Straw whether the question in relation to the 
| deposites should be taken now, or three months 
| would decide the question. 


; member, that it would be vain for the people to 


| House, and around about the House, that as we 


House in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the resolution. ; 
Mr. McDUFFIE asked whether the resolution, 


other resolutions. 


The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 


Mr. McDUFFIE said he was therefore in favor |: 


of its consideration now. ® 

The motion to suspend was agreed to. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved also to except Mon- 
days as well as Saturdays. 

Mr. POLK said it would be understood, that 
for the purpose of receiving memorials, the House 
might suspend theruleon Mondays; buthe would 
consent to modify his resolution so as to except 
Saturdays und Mondays, after the presentation of 
petitions. 

Mr. fMcDUFFIE moved a proviso, that peti- 
tions and memorials shall be received on Monday. 


Mr. POLK accepted the proviso, and Mr. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH asked whether the report, 
if this resolution was carried, would be discussed 
in the House or in committee. f 

The CHAIR replied, that when the report was 
taken up, it would be in order to move the com- 
mitment of the report. 

Mr. MERCER opposed the resolution, for the 


Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, opposed the 
resolution. If it passed it was extremely probable 
that no other subjects could be considered at this 
session. He alluded to the presentation of the 


produceany debate. Butone gentleman from Vir- 
ginia rose and made a speech of three hours upon ! 
it, with the force and eloquence of which he was 
much delighted. The debate had been continued, 
ever since, and was likely tocontinue, whenever it 
should be in order to take up resolutions. He re- 
ferred also to the fact that the debate had gone far 
beyond the subject of the Virginia resolutions, and 
might continue till the first Monday of next De- 
cember, should the House sitso long. The speech 
of the eloquent gentleman from South Carolina did 
not at all relate to the subject of the resolutions. 
Mr. A. wished to say, that he did not care one 


He did not believe that a decision here 
Those who laid that 
flattering unction to their souls would find them- 
selves mistaken. It had been said to-day by a 


hence. 


go to the Executive for relief. He would add, 
that it were vain for the people to come to us for 
relief. They must look to themselves, and to 
themselves alone. He believed that the decision 
of this House three months hence would be the 
same that it would be now. Where was the ne- 
cessity of pressing this subject? He cared very 
little when or how the Elouse acted upon the 
propositions of the committee. He could see no 
reason why the House should clog itself with this 
resolution; for no member of the House could lay 
his hand upon his heart, and say that the decision | 
of the House would be different three months hence 
from the decision which it would make now. If 
we go on with the debate, we cnanot take up the 
appropriation bills, about which the gentleman 
from Tennessee was so justly anxious. 

Well, sir, it is circulated in whispers in the 


have not had sufficient specimens of the exercise 
of royal prerogative, after due time, when the 
chairman thinks that the subject has been suffi- 
ciently debated, the discussion will be closed by 
the previous question, preparatory to such a dis- 
agreement of the two Houses as will render this 
House the instrument of the exercise of another 


royal prerogative. He was not disposed to credit |i 


everything which he heard, but from what he had 

seen this morning, he was led to believe that the 
minority’of this House would be deprived of its | 
just rights, and the people would be deprived of 

their constitutional right to present their grievances 

to this House. 


The SPEAKER said that he would take this || 


occasion to inform the House that these discus- 


Mr. POLK said that he could not consider that 
| much that had fallen fromthe gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetis was very relevant to the question before 
the House; it was not necessary for him to reply 
at large to it. He would, however, say, that his 
object in presenting the resolution that he had sub- 
mitted, was for the purpose of insuring to the great 
subject full discussion, yet, at the saine time, have 
; some regard for other interests to come up before 
| the House. 


marked about the previous question, he begged to 
inquire if his actions formerly were consistent with 
his present opinion? Was not that gentleman 
found voting for the previous question, when the 
motion to recharter the bank was only carried by 
the very turning of the screws which he now dep- 
recates so much? He could not help feeling that 
such repeated reference to the call for the previous 
question was intended to reflect upon him for the 
use of it, But in the discharge of the duty as- 
signed him, he would not be deterred; he would 
always take such a courseas a sense of duty only 
would dictate. It was well understood that, from 
the nature of ali numerous legislative bodies, 
Congress ought to have a proper control over all 
| subjects to be debated in it; and when the subject 
‘should come up on Tuesday, they would then 
| have to decide whether they would send the sub- 
| ject into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
i the Union—where there could be no previous 
question—or not. The country, however, ex- 
pected action from them upon it, and whether their 
decision might or not, as was said, be obligatory 
| or not upon the people, yet they were bound to 
give that decision—the decision of Congress. The 
course taken by him in attaining it, by making 
the subject the special order of the day, to the ex- 
clusion of other subjects, was following that of 
last session, upon the tariff, and this session upon 
the question of the deposites. But notwithstand- 
ing this, he trusted that full opportunity would be 
afforded to the honorable member to present the 
| Massachusetts resolves, and thi the debate on 
those from Virginia, which he so much dreaded, 
would ere long be brought to a close. 

Mr. McDUFFIE remarked that it did not ap- 
pear to him that any actual change was made 
by the resolution, to prevent the reception of peti- 
tions and memorials. The previous question wag 
always in the power of the majority for them to 
use over the minority; it was not therefore for the 
minority to provokethem into the use of it by un- 
profitable discussion. Asa certain time would in 
all probability be granted by the majority, if any 
more time was wasted, the minority would only 
be burning out their own candle. He was most 
anxious to meet the question fairly, and then have 
a decision upon it. . 

Mr. VINTON submitted an amendment“ that 
| so much only of the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as related to the removal of the 
| deposites ’’ should be the order of the day. 

Mr, COULTER considered that, under all the 
| circumistances, the postponement sought by the 


li chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 


; ought to. have been acceded to, and that it was 
for the advantage of thosein favor of the bank, to 
| agree to the resolution making the subject the 
| special order of the day. 

After a few remarks from Mr. HARDIN, 

| Mr. McDUFFIE inquired the state of the ques- 
_ tion. 

The SPEAKER explained, and said the ques- 
tion would be subject to all the rules of other 
privileged questions when it came up on Tuesday 
next. É 
| Mr. DICKSON asked if it would be in order for 
| a majority of the House on Tuesday next to order 
| the subject to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The resolution, as modified, was then read, and 
agreed to; after which, 

The House adjourned. 
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sions had not the approbation of the Chair, and 
that the Chair was not responsible for them. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill appropriating 


With respect to what the gentleman had re- ` 


1834. 


THE CONGRESSICNAL GLOBE. 


235 


lands for cutting a canal from the Wabash river 
to’ Lake Erie, and for other purposes; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading, and 
the documents accompanying it directed to be 
printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented ‘the proceedings of 
a public meeting, and the memorial of persons 
composing the same, of Brooklyn, New York, in 
favor of a restoration of the deposites, and the re- 
charter of the Bank of the United States; which 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 
inhabitants of Suffolk, New York, praying an jj 
appropriation for the improvement of certain 
inlets of Long Island; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives relative to pensions; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Christopher Casey, and 
that it be referred to the Secretary of War; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented two memorials, one 
from Eastport, and the other from Lubec, Maine, 
praying the restoration of the deposites, and the 
recharter of the Bank of the United States; which 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KENT presented the petitions of James 
Williams and Benedict I. Heard; the first of | 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and the latter to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. SPRAGUE, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of David and Ebe- 
nezer Robinson; which was read and ordered to a 
second reading. $ 

Mr. KANE presented the petition of Susannah 
Pratt; which was referred.to the Committee on 
Claims, 

Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a large number of private 
bills, (the titles of which could not be heard dis- 
tinctly by the reporter,) from the House of Rep- 
resentatives; which were laid upon the table. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 


| condemnation from her. Mr. T. then proceeded 

at length to prove there was no analogy between 
the act of Mr. Crawford, in 1817, and that of the 
present ‘Secretary, and that the precedent was 
nothing, as all those acts passed without notice at 
that time, because no one called the proceedings 

in question. . 

_ Mr. BROWN thought he might throw some 
light on the subject of the distress complained of. 
{t would be recollected that the great staple of the 
State of Virginia was tobacco. That State had 
been long engaged in its cultivation, from her ear- 
liest history. He held in his hand a paper con- 
taining the prices current in Richmond, and it 
would be found by it (the Richmond Enquirer of 
the 8th instant) that good tobacco was now selling 
at from $8 to $9 per hundred, and fine at from $9 
to $10, which was better than the average price of 
the article had been for five years past, and it was 
considered not only a handsome, but a rich com- 
pensation, to receive $6. The price of bank 
stocks was also given, and exhibited the stocks of 
the State and Farmers’ Banks of Virginia at 1082, 
being 8} per cent. above par. This threw some 
more light on this picture of distress; and yet if 
we listen to representations abroad, that ancient 
| Commonwealth is prostrated by this removal of 
the deposites. Thegentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Trier] wished the bank to expire in tranquillity. 
And who disturbed it? Surely not the President 
of the United States. Did he seize on its rights, 
or any member of the Government obstruct its 
operations? No. It still carried on all its opera- 
tions. The deposites, to be sure, were taken 
away; but they were not the property of the bank. 
By the gentleman’s argument, the bank had an 
unlimited, unqualified property in the deposites. 
If prayers were to be sent forth against the Presi- 
dent, it struck him the Executive was not to be 
responsible, but the president and directors of the || 
bank. They were responsible for the distress of 
this operation. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. ;: 
Leren] had mistaken the individual for the object |; 
upon which the responsibility rested. As respected | 
the matter of honor upon the President in retra- | 
cing his steps, he supposed the mere question of 
honor would be but a small consideration with 
him. He looked to a higher, a nobler duty—a 
duty to the Constitution of the country and the |i 
people of the country. He protested against any 
SPRAGUE: gentleman taking into custody ihe Presiden i 

. H i} 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | honor. g ce his A: Honors h henor 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || to himself. 

continuing, for a limited time, the act entitled “ An Mr. LEIGH said the memorial lately presented į 

act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of |! from Richmond was signed by every tobacco mer- | 

the United States,” passed on the 2d of March, | chant there, and they asserted that the price of | 

A. D. 1831. | the article was reduced from 15 to20 per cent. Bat | 

Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of inhab- || the true test of the value was the price of the arti- 
jtants of the towns of Fredericksburg and Fal- || cle in foreign. markets, In Richmond the price 
mouth, in Virginia, praying the restoration of the || varied at from $3 to $25 and $30. And as regarded 
deposites to the Bank of the United States. \ the price of bank stocks in Virginia, they were | 

Also, the proceedings of a public meeting of in- || affected lately by the determination not to rechar- | 
habitants of Accomac county, Virginia, of similar || ter the bank. Before that question was settled, 
import. || the prices werelow. Butafterwards, when it was 

Mr. TYLER observed, on presenting these || settled the bank was not to be rechartered, capi- 


memorials, thatthe memorialists prayed a restora- || talists sought investment, and stock rose to 112, 
But since the Treasury measure, they 


tion of the deposites as the proper remedy for their || and 1133. 
sufferings, and why should we not restore them? |! have fallen to 1085. . 
itis not the Bank of the United States that they | Mr. FORSYTH said the first memorial present- 
look to, but the country, the wants of the country, i ed came to him under circumstances of great force. 
and the requirements of the Constitution and the || Jt was couched in very respectful language, and 
laws of the country. He cared not for the bank, l came from most respectable. persons in Virginia, 
nor had he inquired whether the Bank required the || and a portion of its signers resided upon the spot | 
restoration of the deposites. He rather desired to || where he first saw the light. Of course he could | 
see it put to death tranquilly,and that public con- | not say anything which was not respectful or kind | 
fidence may be restored by producing harmony | of them. No doubt they expressed their own || 
between the President and his Secretary and the :| wants and their distress, and they asked a restora- ji 
“bank, He condemned the remark of the gentle- || tion of the deposiles; upon which subject he dif- i 
t 
t 
i 
1 


| 
{ 
| 
t 


man from Georgia, (Mr. Forsy7u,] that the Pres- || fered with them in opinion. | : 
ident could not in honor retrace his steps. The | The gentleman from Virginia charged the Hate 
country was in deep distress, and the honor of the ‘Administration with having changed their 


of the : 
President required bim to consult the best interests | language upon the subject of the deposites. Asto 
of the country. The honor of consistency in con- 


| himself, (Mr. F. said,) this was a great mistake. 
tinuing in error was to bring contempt upon the | 
country. Virginia, too, was the constant theme of 


the gentleman’s attacks. The State of his birth, i 
which had given as many evidences of herattach- | Massachusetts had told us in express terms, that 


: Š -| the ites naterial consid- į 

ment to the Union as any other, had been con- the deposites was a matter . no: mate ae een 

demned because a former Administration, under | eration, That the only made of restoring puie | 

Virginia President, had done the same thing which | confidence, i poue 

she now complains of in thìs, without receiving ii to reconcile, to harmonize the Administration and 
h 


| 
| 
it 
| 
i 
| 
1 
i 
H 
ni 
ii 
i 


| From the first, he said the removal of the depos- # 


: : i 
ites could not prođuce the distress. This was the | 
very language he held now. The gentleman from | 
i 


| 
| 
| 
i 
ij 


and relieving the. public distress, was || 


i the bank, and that the only way of satisfying the 


people was to continue the bank fora limited time. 

‘This was the uniform language. Restore the de- 
posites to-morrow, and let there be no well-found- 
ed hope of a recharter of the bank, and things will 

remain precisely as they are. The bank could do 

nothing more with than without the deposites. If 
it was to wind up, it must wind up, and that could 

not be done without continuing the pressure. 

These were the universal sentiments entertained, 

and the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. TYLER,] 

in view of his former convictions, must be blind to 

the true question. The questions could not be 

separated; it was not a triumph to be achieved 

over the Administration in the restoration of the 
deposites, but a triumph over it in the recharter of 

the bank. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tyrer} said, 
in reference to him, (Mr. F.,) that. he had said 
Virginia never condemned a change of the Gov- 
ernment deposifes when the act was done under 
the administration of a Virginia President. Now 
what was the fact? The present Executive was 
not a Virginian, and his course was:denied to be 
legal and constitutional by the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia. The question, then, was the removal. of 
the deposites from one place of safety to another 
place of safety. And did not Mr. Gallatin, under 
the administration of Mr. Jefferson, do the same 
thing? He wasa Virginian. And the déposites 
were removed, not only with the-approbation of 
Congress, but without a murmer of complaint from 
any quarter. And was this union of the purse 
and the sword, this usurpation of power,-this 
trampling the Constitution in the dust, condemned 
by Virginia? Never,never. And for what pur- 
pose were the deposites removed by Mr. Craw- 
ford? Why, for the sole purpose of sustaining the 
tottering State banks.’ And who thought at that 
day of abusing the President of the United States 
for a usurpation of power? No man. Mr. Craw- 
ford’s conduct, too, was the subject of accusation 
before Congress. He was charged with transfer- 
ring the public funds without giving his reasons to 
Congress for the act, and what was the report of 
thecommitteeof investigation ? They unanimously 
acquitted him, and accepted of his reasons. But 
what was then said as to the usurpation of power, 
the plundering of the public money, the violation 


| of vested rights, the trampling of the Constitution 


under foot? It never entered into the imagination 
of man that it was an act violating either the letter 
or spirit of the Constitution and laws. Here was 
an example sustaining him in point of fact. It 
might have been condemned, but if it had been, be 
had yet to learn it. But the gentleman’ had told 
us he heard with some surprise an accusation 


i against Virginia by a native son of Virginia. He 


(Mr. F ) had made no accusation—he intended to 
make none. He referred only to the fact to estab- 
lish the course the State had taken, and that which 
she now desired, and would hereafter pursue; and 
which if she did pursue, she would act inconsist- 
ently with her course when one of her own distin- 
guished sons {Mr. Jefferson] was at the head of 
the Government, 

The gentleman had also said it was dishonor- 


| able in the President not to retrace his steps when 


in error. It was true, an honest and courageous 


! man would retrace his steps when he was coh- 
ii vinced he was in error. 
i character of that man who retracts when he is not 


But what must be the - 


convinced ? Could the gentleman doubt,-could any 
man doubt, that the President of the United States 
thought this step was necessary, not only to the 


|| public good but to the public liberty? And enter- 


taining this opinion, he would be covered with 
everlasting infamy if he recoiled from the act or 
its responsibility. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
WEBSTER, EWING, PRESTON, TYLER, 
and FORSYTH. 

When, at half past three o’clock, on motion of 
Mr, PORTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. . 
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Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on the Publie 


Lands, reported a bill to cbange the boundaries of 
certain land districts in Michigan, and for other 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| March 13, 


236 

j pa an = f 
purposes. Read twice, and ordered to be en- | 
grossed for a third reading. : 

Mr. HARDIN, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Nathaniel 
Tyler. Read twice, and committed. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, moved that the Committee of the 
Whole be discharged from the bill providing for 
the establishment of two additional land offices in 
the State of Illinois, &c., for the purpose of having 
the bill immediately considered. 


For carrying on the works in the city of Sa- 
vannah, Georgia, $25,000. 

Mr. VANCE inguired what sort of w 
appropriation was for. 

Mr. POLK said this was to complete the erec- 
tion of barracks, for which there was an appropri- 
ation made the last year. 

Mr. VANCE was opposed to the whole bar- 
rack system, as unnecessary and burdensome. He 
thought it ought to be curtailed. Barracks were 
often erected at great expense, after which they 


Mr. DUNCAN informed the House that a large 
district of country had been surveyed, and the | 
plats filed in the General Land Office, and only 

` wanted the passage of this bill to be brought into 
market. Ele said that sales of public land usually 
took place in the spring and fall; that if this bill 
could not be passed out of its present order on the 
files of the House, the sale would be postponed 
until fall, which would be equally injurious to the 
interests of the Government, and, the citizens re- 
siding in the country, who wished to purchase 
their homes, and make permanent improvements. 
The motion was lost. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered by Mr Marois, of 
Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the Uni- 
ted States in the State banks; and, also, as to the 
expediency of defining by Jaw all contracts here- 
after to be made with the Secretary for the safe- 
keeping, management, and disbursement of the 


same, | 

Mr. BURGES took the floor, and asked if it 
was in order to move an amendment to the reso- 
lution, so as to move a different instruction on the 
same subject, : 

The CHAIR said the motion would, be in order 
under certain restrictions, which he indicated. 

Mr. BURGES proceeded to reply to the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Mar-, 
wis,] and after speaking about half an hour, gave 
way to a motion to proceed to the orders of the 


day. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. (Mr. Foor) announced 
that the pension bill was the special order. 

Mr. POLK moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
making 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE ARMY. 


Mr. MARSHALL contended for his right to 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER decided that the order of the 
day not having been announced, the motion of Mr. | 
Pou was in order. | 

Mr. POLK then called for the 
which were ordered. ; 

The House decided to go into Committee, Mr. 
Wayne in the chair—yeas 134, nays 37. x 

The bill having been taken up, the motion 
pending being one made by Mr. McKay, to reduce 
the miscellaneous appropriation from $356,000 to 
$306,000, 

Mr. McKAY said that, having had an interview | 
on this subject with the chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means, who had, on examination 
of some of the items, consented to reduce them | 
considerably, he would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. POLK admitted that there might be a! 
reduction made in the item of fuel, which was | 
comprised in this; ahd he moved to strike out 
$356,000, and insert $344,000. Agreed to. 

The next item being for transportation of cloth- 
ing, subsistence, ordnance, &c., $150,000; 

Mr. POLK moved to reduce it to $145,000; 
which was agreed to. 

The allowance to officers for the transportation 
of their baggage, when on duty, and for per diem 


yeas and nays; 


allowance to officers in topographical duty, was || 


reduced from $70,000 to $53,000. 
The item for the rewards, and other expenses H 
incident to the apprehension of deserters, $8,000, | 
was stricken out. 
For contingencies of the Army, $10,000, was 
agreed to. an 


[i 


would be abandoned. He instanced the case of 
| Fort Gibson, for which there was an item in this 
Í bill making an appropriation of $25,000 to erect 
barracks there, whilst there was on the table a 
bill reported which went to change the military 
station from that place into the Territory of Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr.-POLK said, that when the bill alluded to 
by the member from Ohio came up, he hoped to 
be able to show him that it ought not to pass. 
The present appropriation was absolutely neces- 
sary to afford protection to the Army. The ap- 
propriation of last year had been: applied to the 
purchase of the site on which the erections were to 


at Fort Gibson, it would be recollected that, in con- 
sequence of the removal of the Indians, it became 
one of the most important posts in the West. The 
present building was in a state of decay, and as it 
was deemed more economical to erect a permanent 
building of brick and stone, the Secretary of War 
had directed an estimate to be submitted for that 
purpose, upon which the committee felt it their 
duty to report an appropriation for it. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON pledged himself to show 
to the House that it would not be politic to change 
the military station from Fort Gibson into the In- 
dian territories, for the troops of the United States 
ought to be placed on our own borders, as much 
| to protect our own citizens as to keep peace among 
the Indian tribes. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia,and Mr. WILLIAMS, 
objected to the appropriations for barracks. 

Mr. GAMBLE bore testimony to the necessity 
there was of them in Savannah. 

Mr. POLK said that, where there were no bar- 
racks, the health of the officers and soldiers must 
be hazarded by being turned into the open air. It 
would notrequire more than twenty dollars a man 
to furnish them with comfortable barracks. 

Mr. WARD enlarged upon their importance in 
a military point of view, and advocated the ap- 
propriations. 

The appropriation was agreed to. 

The items for continuing repairs and alterations, 
&c., at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, $10,000; 

For erecting officers’ quarters at Fort Severn, 
Annapolis, $5,000; 

For carrying on the works at Green Bay, Mich- 
igan, $10,000; were severally agreed to. 

For extending the works and erecting additional 
barracks at Fort Gibson, Arkansas, $25,000. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out this appro- 
priation and insert $10,000 for erection of a fort 
on the Arkansas river. He stated that the gar- 
rison was in an unsuitable place, where it was of 


in favor of appropriating a cent for its accommo- 
ation. 

Mr. POLK went into some explanations to 
show that, in the opinion of the War Department, 
Fort Gibson was one of the most important poste 
in the western country. Ifthere had been a force 
there formerly, it would have saved the Govern- 
ment the expense of a million of dollars. All the 
information which hé had received on this point 
went to assure him that this information was 
necessary. 

Mr. ASHLEY was surprised at the opinion of 
the Secretary of War, that so large a sum as 
| $10,000 should be expended for the erection of 
barracks at Fort Gibson, because so many Indians 
were located there. The great mass of Indians 
were farther north on the Missouri river, and the 
commissioners appointed to look out for proper 
locations for Indians were looking five hundred 
miles up the Missouri for proper situations. A 
post at Fort Gibson was not so important, there- 
| fore, as had been represented. 

_ Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, said he was will- 
ing to make such an appropriation for the repairs 


1 


i 
j 
íl 


no use, and as long as it was there, he was not | 


orks this | 


be made, With respect to the erection of barracks || 


of the barracks at Fort Gibson as might be neces- 
sary to render them comfortable. He did not 
think it would be good policy to retain a post 
within the settlements of the Indians, and he should 


| object to appropriations which contemplated any 


permanent posts ia their vicinity. 

Mr. VANCE thought, he said, that the soldiers 
ought to erect their own barracks generally. He 
was not in favor of this bill when it was reportéd, 
but he thought that those who had charge of the 
defence of the country were better judges of the 
eligibility of different posts than the people of Ar- 
kansas. Believing, however, that the general ap- 
propriation for the repairs of barracks was suffi- 
cient, without this specific appropriation, he should 
vote for striking out the clause. 

Mr. SEVIER made some further remarks in 
support of his motion, dissenting from the opinion 
of the Secretary of War, and contending that the 
garrison might as well be in Cuba as the place 
where it was. It was true that in that portion of 
Arkansas a post was highly necessary, but the 
Indians and the people of Arkansas were both op- 
posed to the present position of the garrison, and 
no one was in favor of it except the Secretary of 
War. 

Mr. CAGE opposed the motion to strike out, 
and contended that the Secretary of War, obtain- 
ing, as he did, the best information from the ofi- 


| cers of the army, was better qualified than any 


one else to form an opinion as to the advantages 
of different positions for the establishment of mili- 
tary posts. The gentleman says that the people 
of Arkansas do not wish to have the post in its 
present position. It might be that the garrison, 
in its present position, does not afford them so 
good a market for their eggs, chickens, and ducks, 
as it might in another situation; but that consider- 
ation might not have guided the Secretary of War 
in forming his opinion. Mr. C. spoke earnestly 
in support of the policy and justice of making am- 
ple provision for the defence of the frontiers from 
the hostilities of the Indians. 

Mr. CLAYTON supported the motion. The 
Cherokee Indians, against whom the people of 
Arkansas wished to be protected, were between 
them and the fort; and the fort was, therefore, as 
beneficial to the Cherokees as to the people of Ar- 
kansas, If the fort was to protect Arkansas, it 


| ought te come back to the Arkansas line. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON regretted that a matter 
so easily understood had consumed so much time, 
and proceeded to make some explanations respect- 
ing it. The question was whether we should keep 
a post forty miles within the Indian country or 


j bring it back to the Arkansas line. He contended 


that the intercourse between the garrison and the 
Indians was highly disadvantageous to the morals 
of the latter. > 

Mr. HUBBARD opposed the motion. Perma- 
nent barracks were not wanted, but the Secretary 
merely proposed to repair the barracks for the ac- 
commodation of the troops now at the post. “As 
to the position of the fort, he contended that every 
fort ought to be in advance of civilization, and 
that it was absurd to erect a line of posts on the 
frontier of its defence against the Indians. The 
gentleman from Kentucky was mistaken in sup- 
posing that the fort was built on lands belonging 
to the Indians, the land having been reserved to 
the United States. Had the gentleman informed 
us of any acts of depredation committed by In- 
dians east of Fort Gibson? He had not. He 
hoped the House would decide upon the motion, 
in order that we might get the bill through the 
committee. g 

Mr. SPEIGHT remarked, that the reservation 
referred to by the gentleman from New Hamp- 


| Shire was so limited, that it could not be used for’ 
|| the purpose of this fort. The Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs wish to check the disturbances which 
grew out of the vicinity of the posts to the Indian 
settlements. ` 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, proposed an 
amendment to the bili, which the Chair pronounced 
to be out of order. 

Mr. H. EVERETT said that in case the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas should be 
rejected, he would move to strike out the words 
‘creating additional barracks at Fort Gibson,” 
and the word ‘‘twenty,” so as to reduce the ap- 
propriation to five thousand dollars. f 
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Mr. SEVIER protested against the use of the 
opinion of the Secretary of War as an oracle in 
this House, though he had (he said) as much | 
respect for the Secretary as any other gentleman. 
He went on to speak at some length in support of 
his motion. 

Mr. WATMOUGH supported the motion, and 
contended that no precise information had been 
given by the Committee of Ways and Means for 
dissenting from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
whose opinion he thought was entitled to as much 
weight as that of the Secretary of War. The 
opinion of the people of Arkansas, as expressed 
through their representative, was also entitled to 
respect. 

Mr. GILMER said it was highly important to 
the success of the plans for meliorating the con- 
ditions of the Indians, that they should cease to 
entertain any jealousies of us. The Choctaws 
and Cherokees were, essentially, peaceful in their 
habits and feelings; their warlike spirit had been 
broken down. it was now necessary to remove 
from them the apprehensions which they enter- 
tain of our control by withdrawing our troops. 
A small force only is necessary to be retained in 
the Indian country to prevent collisions between 
the different tribes themselves. He did not think 
it advisable now to withdraw the post, but he 
was in favor of reducing the appropriation to 

5,000. 
$ Mr. POLK said that it was plain that if the 
post was to be continued at Port Gibson, some 
arrangement ought to be made for the accommo- 
dation of the troops there stationed. The Secretary 
of War stated that the post could not be safely 
removed from Port Gibson, and he certainly | 
understood the locality of the post, the situation 
of the Indians, and the proper means of defending 
the frontier, as well as any gentleman here. 
After some further remarks from Messrs. 
WATMOUGH, HUBBARD, ASHLEY, and 
DUNCAN, 
_Mr. GAMBLE moved that the committee do 
_ rise. 

The motion was‘ rejected—yeas 65, nays 81. 

Mr. CLAYTON then contended that the best 
location for a fort would be on the western line, 
between the lands occupied by the Choctaws and 
the Territory of Arkansas. 

Mr. GORHAM said that the communication | 
made on this subject by the Secretary of War 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, was pred- 
icated on the assumption that Port Gibson was 
to be hereafter a permanent military station. He 
did not think, unless the House was prepared to 
assent to this, that so large an appropriation as 
twenty-fivethousand dollars was necessary; twelve 
or fifteen thousand would be sufficient to keep the 
present buildings in repair for two or three years; | 
after which, if it should be found necessary to 
keep it up as a permanent military station, then 
would be the time to make the large erections that 
were contemplated. 

The question on the amendment proposed by 
Mr, SEVIER was put, and rejected. i 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT thereupon moved || 
to strike out the appropriation for erecting addi- 
tional works, &c., at Port Gibson, $25,000, and | 
to insert ‘for making temporary repairs there, 
$5,000; which was agreed to. Ve | 

Mr. POLK said, as the appropriation of ten; 
thousand dollars for the erection of new barracks |; 
at Fort Armstrong, also of the same amount for |; 
the repairs of the barracks, and for defences at | 
Fort Brady, might be postponed until next year, 
he would move to have these items stricken out. 
Agreed to. i 

Mr. ASHLEY moved an amendment, for erect- | 
‘ing an arsenal at St. Louis, Missouri, $8,500. || 

Agreed to. ‘ | 

The following items were then read, and sever- 

ally agreed to: :| 
1 


j 
| 
ii 
4 
i 


For the purchase of land adjoining Fort Sulli- ;: 


i 
i 


van, Eastport, Maine, $3,500. | 
i | 


For national armories, $360,000. | 
For the armament of fortifications, $100,000. | 
For the current expenses of the ordnance service, | 
$68,400. 


| Store-room for iron, fifty-two by forty-six feet, at 


| dock ai the Mount Vernon arsenal, in the State of 


| giving the franking privilege to.the Chief Engineer. | 


|, proving of the course of the President of the United | 


For the recruiting service, in addition to $29,388 

unexpended of a former appropriation, $6,000. 

_For contingent expenses of the recruiting ser- 
vice, in addition to $6,043 unexpended of a former 
appropriation, $14,000. 

For arrearages prior to the first of July, eighteen 
hundred and fifteen, payable through the office of 
the Third Auditor, in addition to an unexpended 
balance in the Treasury, $3,000. 

To enable the Second Auditor to close the 
accounts under the act of third March, eighteen | 
hundred and twenty-one, allowing three months’ | 
gratuitous pay to disbanded officers and soldiers, | 

> 

For the payment of the general and staff officers 


| and six companies of Missouri militia, ordered || 


into service by the Governor of that State, in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty-two, $35,000. 
For finishing gun-racks and making window 
shutters.to the new arsenal; rebuilding middle water 
shop, one hundred and ten by fifty feet; and for 
building a house for steam engine, including a 


the national armory, Springfield, Massachusetts, 
$12,200. 

For additional, machinery and fixtures at the 
same armory, viz: three water wheels for grinding 
musket barrels, six water wheels and twenty-two 
forges required in the middle water shop, blast 
machinery fer eleven double forges, and for the 
purchase of new and improved labor-saving ma- 
chinery, $17,800. 

For slating roof and rebuilding water wheel of 
upper workshop, renewing and repairing fenceson |! 
the public ground, and for painting public buildings 
at the same armory, $3,500. 

For repairing dam, (and removing obstructions 
in way of,) supplying the water to the rifle factory 
on the Shenandoah river, at the national armory, 
Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, $2,000. 

For the completion of the machinery in the three 
shops, for turning, boring, and stocking muskets; 
the completion of the canal, furnishing the water 
power; erecting an annealing shop and proof-house; 


erecting two shops for tempering spring and pol- |i 


ishing barrels; erecting two engine houses, and 
making addition to stocking shops; and for erect- 
ing a carpenter’s and machine shop, at the same 
armory, $36,114 86. 

For erecting store-houses for iron and pit coal, 
repairing paymaster’s and clerk’s quarters, con- 
structing a river wall, sinking three wells on Camp 
Hill, grading and paving the open spaces between 
the public shops, and for painting some of the 
public buildings at the same armory, $8,589 87. 

For the payment of the taxes assessed bythe | 
State of Pennsylvania on the United States arsenal 
on the Schuylkill river, $568 59. 

For the purchase of three acres of Jand on the 
Alabama river, and building a warehouse and 


Alabama, $1,800 50. 


The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a me- 
morial-from the Legislative Council of Michigan, 
praying remuneration for losses sustained by the : 
citizens of that Territory-during the late war; 
| which, 

On motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, was referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to. be 
printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the proceedings of a 
convention of delegates from the several. towns in 
the county of Windsor, Vermont, held at Wood- 
stock, disapproving of the removal of the depos- 
ites, and asking their restoration to the Bank of 
the United States; which were read, referred to thé 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of the 
largest meeting which had ever assembled in Phil- 
adelphia, held on the 4th of March, 1834, sustain- 
ing the Executive in the acts of his administra- 
: tion; attributing the present distress of the com- 
| munity to the course of the bank; approving of the 
veto of the bank bill; of Governor Wolf’s late 
message relative to the bank, and approving of the 
| call of a national convention for the nomination of 
high executive officers, as the only practicable 
mode of preserving the union of the Democratic 
party. 

Mr. McK. said he fully agreed in the opinions 
and views expressed in the proceedings of this 
meeting with the exception of that part approving 
of a national convention for the nomination of 
candidates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency 
of the Union. Mr. McK. moved that the pro- 
ceedings be read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, end printed. Agreed to. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the proceedings 
of three public meetings in different townships of 
Perry county, Pennsylvania, disapproving of the 
action of the Government in relation to the United 
States Bank, and the removal of the deposites, and 
opposed to a national convention. Mr. McK. 
said he was not in favor of all the sentiments 
expressed in these: proceedings, but he did con- 

cur in the political sentiments therein avowed.. 
| On his motion the proceedings took the same 
| order as those preceding. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, to exempt mer- 
chandize imported under certain circumstances 
from the operation of the act of the 19th of May, 
1828, entitled “ An act in alteration of the several 
acts imposing duties on imports;” which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill, without amendment, 
prescribing the mode of advertising the public 
lands. 

The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day, being the report of the Committee on 
Finance, and Mr. Cray’s resolution on 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITS. 


Mr. CONNOR proposed an additional clause, | 
Mr. ADAMS warned the House not to sanc- 


into their bills making anpropriations. He thought 
that the franking privilege ought to be curtailed 
rather than enlarged. 

Mr. CONNOR said, that the proposition which 
he had made was under the sanction of the Secre- | 
tary of War, and he believed that such a privilege 
was inserted with the assenting vote of the honor- ! 
able member from Massachusetts in a former bill, 

The clause was rejected; and, 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee rose | 
and reported the bill as amended to the House; 
after which the House adjourned. 


i 
i 


IN SENATE. ! 
Fripay, March 14, 1834. 


H 
Mr WRIGHT presented the proceedings of a | 
large meeting of the citizens of Brooklyn, New | 


| York, together with a memorial of the same, ap- | 


i 
i 


! States, and regarding the reasons of the Secretary |} 


tion such a doctrine as the insertion of such matters |i W 


Mr. TALLMADGE rose and concluded his 
speech, sustaining the reasons of the Secretary; 


hen . 

Mr. WRIGHT moved an adjournment, but 

gave way to ee 
Mr. WAGGAMAN, upon whose motion it 

was ordered that when the Senate adjourns it 

adjourn until Monday. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 14, 1834. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 


| mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


Marinus W. Gilbert; which was read twice and 


/ committed, 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of William 
C. Hazzard; which was ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
submitted by Mr. Mar- 


| of the Treasury for the re 


moval of the deposites || the following resolution, 


815 i si raying that the 
For arsenals, $150,000. |i as sound and conclusive, and praying 


For the purchase of five thousand sets accoutre- 
ments for the artillery and infantry regiments, 
$14,250. 


and memorial were read, referred te the Committee 
‘i an Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


l bank may not be rechartered. The proceedings | 


Į DIS, VIZ: 

| Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
l of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
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= 


the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary, for the 
safe-keeping,. management, and disbursement of 
the same. ` 


| 
Mr. BURGES resumed, and after addressing į} : A £ | 
|i and decided in the negative—yeas 94, nays 91— | 
i 
$ 


the House a few moments on the general bank 
subject, he gave way, from indisposition; and ihe 


further consideration of the resclution having beèn, į 


on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, postponed, 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY objecting, 

Mr. POLK moved thesuspension of the rule set- 
ting this day apart for private bills, for that purpose. 

'The House refused: Ayes 93, noes 50. 

The following engrossed bills 
time, and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Haggerty & Austin; 

A bill for the relief of Peleg Spencer; 

A bill for the relief of Noah Staley; 

A bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons; 

A bill to compromise the claims of the United 
States against Minturn & Champlin; 

A bill for the relief of John Kimberly; 


A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of | 


Felix St. Vrain; 
A bill for the relief of Andrew McCollum; 
A bill for the relief of George Bower; 
A bill for the relief of William K. Paulding; 
A bill for the relief of W. Hazlett; 
A bill for tie relief of Joseph W. Wormstead; 
A bill for the relief of Richard W. Meade; 
A bill for the relief of Mary O’Sullivan, 


A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner ! 


Joseph and Mary; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Robinson; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at Jaw and rep- 
resentatives of William G. Christopher; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and 
others; : 

A: bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Benedict Alford and Rob- 
ert Brush; 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Sampson, deceased; and : 

A bill for the relief of Henry Whitney. 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Wolton and 
John De. Graff being on its final passage, 


Mr. WHITTLESEY remarked that this bill | 


had passed through unnoticed by him. He con- | Doctor Douglass and others, descriptive and ap- || 


sidered the principle upon which it was sought to 
grant compensation to those parties, for having 
received payments from the Government in treas- 
ury notes, to be dangerous, and as tending to 
involve the Government in other similar claims. 
He was induced to move that it should be recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. POLK suggested a postponement of the 
bill till to-morrow. ` 

Mr. WHITTLESEY assented, and withdrew 
his motion to recommit. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished to explain. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to postpone the bill 
until Saturday in the next week. 

Mr. EWING moved to recommit the bill. 

The SPEAKER decided this motion was not ia 
order, as there was a motion to postpone to a day 
certain, and which it was not in order to debate. 

The motion of Mr. IIUBBARD prevailed. 


Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rule of the | 


louse in order to take up the Army bill, the bill 
in relation to the Cumberland road, and several 
other appropriation bills. Lost. 


Mr. POLK then varied his motion so as to sus- 
pend the rule for the purpose of taking up the 
Army bill alone. : 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to amend the motion 
go as to include the bill for continuing and repair- 
ing the Cumberland road. 

Mr. POLK accepted the amendment as a modi- 
fication of his motion, and called for the yeas and 
nays on the question, and they were ordered. 

Mr. EWING requested a division of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LANE requested his colleague to withdraw 
the motion, as it would embarrass the House. 

Mr. EWING persisted, and accordingly the 


were read a third | 
y 


| question was first taken on the motion to suspend 

the rule for the purpose of taking up the Army bill, 
and was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 125, 

i nays 62. 

| The question- was then taken on the second 

|| branch of the motion—to suspend the rule for the 

purpose of taking up the Cumberland road bill, 


|] not two-thirds. 
| The House then took up the bill making appro- 
| priations for the sapport of the Army forthe year 
1 1834. aT 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The amendment adopted in the Committee of 
the Whole, granting $1 825 to Doctor Beaumont 
‘lof the Army, by way of extra allowance, in con- 
|i sideration of extra services in making professional 
ij experiments, being under consideration, 

Mr. IALL, of North Carolina, opposed the 
amendment, and asked the yeas and nays upon the 
question of concurrence, and they were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed the amendment, 
i| for the reason, he said, that he was unwilling to 
| make the appropriation billsa pack-horse for every 
| 
| 
i 


private claim. 

Mr. HARDIN opposed the provision for the 
same reasons. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, in reply toa question from 
Mr. CAGE, stated that Dr. Beaumont was a sur- 
geon inthe United States Army, and thatthe person 
upon whom the experiments were made was a 
soldier in the service. In reply to the remark of 
the gentieman from New York, he said that the 
reason for making the provision jn the appropria- 
|| tion bill was, that in the present state of business 
ijin the House, there was no hope of obtaining its 
|| passage in any other way. s 
|| Mr. BROWN said that this reason would admit 
| the attachment of a provision of any subject tothe 
appropriation bill. If the subject was brought up 
in a separate bill, he would support it. 

Messrs. FILLMORE and WAYNE spoke in 
favor of the amendment, and coutended that the 
provision properly belonged to the Army appro- 
priation bill. 


i 


DIN, EVERETT, and CHILTON. 

Mr. POPE expressed his hope, as the subject 
| was well understood by the House, that a vote 
i would be taken at once upon the amendment, that 
| they might go on to the consideration of the other 
| parts of the bill. 

Mr. WAYNE presented various letters from 


probatory of the experiments, which were sub- 
mitted to the Joint Library Committee, and which 
had influenced them in recommending this extra 
allowance. He called for the reading of them. 

The letters were read accordiagly. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, although he did not 
desire to undervalue the justice of the claim, yet 
| he could not conceive that an appropriation bill 
was the proper place to have it attended to. If 


propriate committee for that purpose to take it up, 
if it was connected with the military affairs of the 
| country. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND would vote for this 
amendment, and thought nothing could be more 
|| important to the country than anything which 
i 


i could tend to ilustrate the diet system for the 
; army, which the experiments of Surgeon Beau- 
| mont unquestionably did in an eminent degree. 
Surgeon B. had advanced the cost of making these 
experiments out of his own funds. Hecontended 
that he was, upon every view that could be taken 
| of the subject, fully entitled to the amount, in jus- 
i; tice to science, to the army, and to the country. 

| Mr. MANN, of New York, said, if all other 
i objections to this were waived, there was some- 


i 
i would ensue from creating a precedent for remu- 
| nerating services of this kind in this way. 
| Mr. TURRILL opposed the allowance. 
| Mr. P. C. FULLER supported it. 
| Mr, BEARDSLEY desired, if it was in order, 
ii to call for the previous question, that a decision 
| might be procured without debate. - 

The SPEAKER explained that the previous 
| question must cut off this, and all other amend- 
li ments. 


i 
t 
f 
} 
i 
j 


The debate was continued by Messrs. HAR- | 


the claim was to reward merit, there was an ap- |! 


| thing due to the considerations of the danger that || 


|| Mr. JONES went into a constitutional argu- 
4 mest against the allowance, and proposed that 

ach member should purchase one or more copies 
f the booi, which, in his opinion would be the 
most constitutional way that the House could 
eward the meritorious services for which it wag 
ii made. 
Mr. SCHLEY adverted to the refusal on the 
|i part of the old Confederation to grant to Congress 
i the power of rewarding discoveries in science. 
i He was therefore compelled to oppose it on con- 
; Stitutional grounds. 
| Mr. ARD justified the allowance onthe ground 
| of expense incurred by Surgeon Beaumont, which 
; was to produce results beneficial to the publie gen- 
rally. ` 

M. J. Q. ADAMS objected to the mode and 
orm by which the allowance was proposed. It 
i appeared to have come up upon a memorial pre- 
l; sented to the other branch, the Senate, and which 
li had by that body been referred to the Joint Li- 
| brary Committee. He reminded gentlemen, al- 
i though he was not opposed to the claim, if pre- 
| sented in another shape, that it was the peculiar 
| province of the FF ouse to originate all bills making 
| appropriations formoney. Fle had no constitutional 
| objections to the power of Congress granting re- 
wards for discoveries in science; but be thought 
they ought to be only granted upon memorials 
| presented to the Fouse, and which being referred 
‘by them to a committee to report, the House 
would be in a situation fairly to decide upon their 
merits, 

The question on concurrence with the Commit- 
‘tee of the Whole in the amendment was taken by 
| yeas and nays, and decided in the negative—yeas 
| 56, nays 129. 

The question being on concurrence with the 
; amendment reducing the appropriation for works 
‘and barracks at Fert Gibson, Arkansas, from 
| $25,000 to $5,000, : 
| Mr. SEVIER opposed the amendment, objecting 
| strongly to the maintenance of the post within the 


i 
i 
} 
i 


| limits of the Indian territory. 

Mr. H. EVERETT said that the amendment 
only went to prevent the extension of the works 
iat Fort Gibson, All that it decided was, that we 
should not erect permanent works at Fort Gibson; 
not saying where a permanent post shall be estab- 
lished. So far the amendment aided the object 
of the gentleman from Arkansas, and he was sur- 
i prised at hig objecting to it. 
| The House concurred in the amendment. 
| Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out the section, 
as amended, from the bill, and insert in lieu, there- 
| Of an appropriation of $10,000, to establish a 
| military post at Fort Smith, on the Arkansas 
line. 
| The motion was rejected. f 

The other amendments reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, were severally concurred in, 
without debate. : 
ane question being on the engrossment of the 

ill, j 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, moved to add a pro- 
vision to the bill, restricting the application of the 
sums granted for the erection and repairs of bar- 
taeka; to the purchase of materials necessary to be 
used. 

Mr. JONES said his object was to reduce the 
expense of these buildings by making it necessary 
for the soldiers to do the work themselves. 

The motion was rejected. : 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. J.Q. ADAMS, the use of 
the Hall, on Tuesday evening, was granted to the 
| members of the bar of the Supreme Court, for the 


purpose of hearing an eulogium on the late WiL- 
Liam Wirr. 


The House then adjourned. 


In our report of the proceedings of Mr. Poix’s 
motion, we mistook the remark which fell from 
the Chair as to the debate which had taken place 
| on the presentation of memorials. The Speaker 
remarked that the Chair was not responsible for 
the course of the debate. He had attempted to 
prevent debate; but the House had permitted it 
| when appealed to, and it was for the House, and 
not the Chair, to arrest it. 


1834. 
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REMARKS OF MR. MUHLENBERG, l 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, | 
Ix tHe House or REPRESENTATIVES, | 


Tuesnar, March 4, 1834, | 


On the Bill to provide for the settlement of certain | 
Revolutionary Claims. 


Iam pleased, Mr. Speaker, that some of 
our young friends have found an opportu- 
nity of exhibiting their talents at speech- 
making, and delivering animated addresses 
upon a new subject. Itis, however, to be | 
regretted, that both the subject afd the | 
time appear to be ill-chosen. Indeed, I) 
cannot but express my surprise and regret 
that there should be opposition to a bill of 
the description of that now before you—a | 
bill providing for the settlement of the 
most just and best founded of all revolu- 
tionary claims; and particularly that the 
opposition should only show itself in the | 
last stage of the bill, when amendment can 
no longer be admitted. 

The report which accompanied the bill 
when it was brought into the House, and 
which was read at the Clerk’s desk when | 
it was under consideration in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, amply explains the nature of the 
‘ claims to be provided for, and the principles | 
upon which they are to be settled. That 
report has, also, no doubt, been read, ex- 
amined, and considered by the great mass 
of the honorable gentlemen around me in 
their own chambers. It would, therefore, | 
appear unnecessary to take up much of 
the time of the House in discussing the | 
provisions and merits of the bill. Its na- | 
ture and objects must be understood ; the | 
utility and even necessity of its passage be 
generally felt. Under such circumstances | 
its fate might readily be left to the goad 
sense, to the justice and experience of; 
the House, without another word in its 
defence. 


|| ing for years without receiving any further 


| 

| nut pass, a majority of these cases must 
| necessarily be placed on the calendar in 
jas short a period as possible. This will, 

of course, greatly increase the business of 

| the House, and in the same degree pre- | 
| vent its action upon other private claims, 
| 2 large number of which have been pend- 


| notice than being placed from time to time, 
i from year to year, upon the calendar, some 
proof, at least, that they are just, that the 
claimants are ehtitled to relief as they have 
| the favorable testimony of the investigating | 
committees. Sir, this delay in the settle- | 
ment of private claims is a growing evil. 
Anything which may decrease their num- 
ber, and thusenable the House to give more | 
time to the remainder, should, I think, be 
calculated to find favor in this Hall. 

Another object of the committee was, to 
accelerate the settlement of such of these 
| claims as are just and sustained by suff- | 
cient evidence. Probably—and I judge 
from some experience, Mr. Speaker— 
probably it would take Congress five or 
more years to pass definitively upon those 
i cases which are now before the Commit- 
| tee on Revolutionary Claims,. if, as is at 
| present the practice, a special act is to be 
| passed in each individual case. But, sir, | 
lit is not to be presumed that the cases at | 
| present before the committee are the only | 
existing cases. More will no doubt be | 
referred during the present, and more at 
the next session of Congress. There may 
be from fifty to one hundred more cases 
¡scattered through the Middle, Eastern, 
‘and Western States, the present cases 
| being principally from the South. Should 
| the bill fail, I grieve for the delay of justice, 
| which must inevitably be the consequence. 
: In many highly meritorious cases it will be 
| equal to an entire denial of justice, and he 


As, however, there has been an opposi- 


Il his blood freely, and sacrificed his all with- | 


| who fought your battles gallantly and shed | 


tion unlooked for, a sounding of trumpets | out hesitation, to secure your independ- 
to the right and left, to collect forces fora | ence, will go down to his grave with 
further onset, I must be permitted to saya; sorrow, and bequeath no blessing to an 
word in regard to the objects of the com- ungrateful country. Whereas, should the 
mittee, and a word in reply toa few of the , bill become a law, this whole class of cases 
objections raised against the bill, leavinga | may be disposed of ina twelvemonth, and 
reply to the remainder to other gentlemen ` thereby speedy justice be ensured to the | 
of the committee, who will, no doubt, tri~: still survividg meritorious officer of the 
umphantly vindicate its provisions. » Revolution : or, if he has gone to rest with | 
The committee under whose orders the | his brave associates, at least to his de- | 
bill was reported, had several objects in | scendants, who have become impoverished 
view, which seemed to them laudable, and |, by the sacrifiées of their ancestor, 
which it was thought might be accom- | Another object of the committee was, to 
plished by its passage. | render the rejection of all unjust, unfound- 
One of these objects was, to save the i ed claims of this class nearly certain; at || 


: : i j > i 
time of the House ; a point considered as ` least more so than can now a | 
of some importance. A large number of Whatever evidence may exist n aar j 
cases, about two hundred, all of a similar |: these claims, is of course sought out ana 


may fail to apply at the proper source. 
This difficulty would at once be obviated, 
if, as provided for in the bill on your table, : 
a decision on these cases and a'settlement 
were left to the Treasury Department. All 
the evidence in the possession of the Gov- 
ernment would then at once be collected 
to one point, and made to bear upon every 
individual case. Few unjust claims would, 
in this mode of procedure, escape a re- 
jection, whereas now they may at times 
escape the vigilance of any committee 
upon whom the House may choose to 
throw the burden of investigating them. 
The bill before you, Mr. Speaker, would 
then, should it become a Taw, save the time 
of the House and the money of the Gov- 
ernment. It would go far to ensure the. 
rejection of unjust claims, and accelerate 
the settlement of such as are just, not only 
of this class, but of all others left fer the 
decision of Congress. It would ensure 
the same measure of justice to one citizen 
which is granted to another, and could 
not fail, by equal, exact, and speedy jus- 
tice, of giving satisfaction to all parties. 
But the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Prerce,] complains that all 
proofs for the validity of these claims are 
made to rest upon presumption, and mere 
presumption. Far from it, Mr. Speaker. 
The gentleman has misapprehended the 
intentions of the-committee. Under the 
bill, absolute, positive proof of service is 
required to the year 1781, when the army 


| of the Revolution was reorganized under 


the resolution of October, 1780; it is in 
fact required to the virtual close of the war, 
when the equity of the case would require 
the admission of the claim. If presump-. 
tions are admitted after that period, who- 
will venture to assert that they are unrea- 
sonable? It is unreasonable to suppose 
that an officer who had served until the 
war was considered as at an end, would 


| voluntarily resign his commission, and 


that he would not hold to the advantages 
promised him if he should continue in the 
service a short time longer, when there 
was in fact little fatigue and less danger 
connected with the service! Surely there 
is nothing unreasonable in such a pre- 
sumption. Would not self-interest, honor, 
the known attachment formed to military 
life by a long continuance init, lead to the 
presumption that the great mass of officers 
would hold to their commissions until a 
disbandment of the army took place? 

If there be presumptions as to any- 
part of the evidence, they are such, Mr. 
Speaker, as have been admitted by wiser 
heads than mine, or perhaps, than that of 
my young, estimable, and talented friend 


character, and embraced in the provisions 
ofthe bill, were referred to the Cominittce 
on Revolutionary Claims during the pres- 
ent session of Congress. The mass of 
these have remained uuacted upon; they 
have been held back in the hope of a 
prompt action and specdy passage of the 
present general bill which provides for the 
settlement of this whole class of claims at 
the Treasury Department, Should the bul 


| invariably presented to Congress, or rather | from New Hampshire. The fathers of 
| its committees ; whereasthat ofa contrary | the nation—the Senate, have acted ne 
- description—that adverse to the claimants, |; them for many years past, and n E á 
if there be any—is cither not known to | has followed the example set by ba en- 
‘them, or held&back. This evidence, ad- H ate. Nay, sir, both Houses have or years 
‘verse to the claims, is scattered through- || past, not only acted upon some presump- 
The members of || tive proof, they have acted upon the ad- 


: out the public offices. i uy é ) 
RE ‘| mitted fact, that service was not continued 


‘the conimi : ised to go in search 
the conimittee are obliged to g i Pree Maes 
‘of it, and yet, after their utmost care and i longer than the capture of ) es D 
aa S LEA saarah eo t i i sas eral hami 
assiduity, it may escape their search; they || Thus in the case of Gen Hi 


» 
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heirs, when the General was known to 
have retired after that event, considered 
as the close of the war, commutation pay 
was granted by both Houses, with little or 
no difficulty. , f ; 

The argument of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire goes, however, in fact, 
not so much against the admission of pre- 
sumptive evidence, as against the admis- 
sion of any claim on the part of the retir- 
ing officers under the resolves of 1780. If 
Lunderstood him correctly, his arguments, 
if they are to have any weight, must lead 
to that result—an injustice he certainly 
could never have intended—an injustice, at 
all events, so crying, that this House never |! 
will, never can, think of sanctioning it. 

As to the objections raised by the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. VANDER- 
POEL, | they are so evidently founded upon 
a misapprehension of the whole subject, || 
that it is scarcely necessary to give them a || 
reply. Leaving the mass of the gentle- |) 
- man’s strange assertions to other gentle- 
men of the Committee on Revolutionary |! 
Claims, I will make a few remarks upon 
his: principal objection. He says the act | 
of May 15, 1828, made provisions for these 
claims, and was intended for that purpose. 
Now, sir, if I understand it, the object of | 
that act was, and must have been, an en- 
tirely different one. It provides for officers 
and soldiers; whereas, officers alone are || 
entitled to commutation. It provides for 
living officers only, while commatation is | 
a right descending to heirs. It grants j 
no higher pay than that of a captain, no 
matter what rank may have been held; 
whereas five years’ full pay, according to 
the rank of the officers, is the commuta- 
tion of half pay for life, granted by the} 
resolve of March, 1783. 

Sir, the object of the act of 1828 was to 
show the gratitude of the nation for the 
services rendered by the officers and sol- 
diers who cortinued in the service to the 
close of the war, and to compensate in || 
some measure for the endured losses and 
privations of every description. The claims 
provided for by the present bill, on the ; 
other hand, are founded upon express con- | 
tract between the. then existing Govern- |; 
ment and the officers of the Army. The | 
original contract was, that those who had |! 
served until the spring of 1781, when the | 
reorganization of the Army uuder the res- i 
olutions of October, 1780, took place, | 

i 
] 


should have half pay for life, and that those 
also who continued in the service to the | 
end of the war, in addition -to their full |! 
pay daring such continuance, should be || 
entitled to half pay during life, to com- |) 
mence from the time of their reduction. 
In 1783, owing to the wepopularity of this | 
mode of payment—it appearing to create || 
something like a privileged class—the con- 
tract was changed with the consent of par- 
ties. The half pay for life was commuted | 
bya grant of five years’ full pay. This was i! 
accepted, not by officers individually, but || 
Ly hnes and corps not belonging to par- ii 
ticular States, by the officers of the hos- | 


t 
pital department, and by the retired offi- 1 


| 
| 
Hi 
| 
| 


\limitation act, and to commit the most 


| paid, it was in most cases not owing to an 


' but to the particular mode (collectively by 


| to other causes detailed by the committe 


| will exclude, and necessarily exclude from com- 


| services, although theY are entirely different re- |! 
| wards. 


‘asks for the proofs which are to entitle the claim- 


i declare—this being the strongest possible proof, 
| the claim being a valid one—-it requires them to 
! declarè that they have received their commutation 


| “hereby declare, that I was an officer of the Con- 


i 
| sum equal to the amount of five years’ full pay, | 
| 


i tive, and decisive? Thus the Treasury Depart- || 
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| 1828, and at another session it passes an act giving 


cers in each State collectively. Can it be 
doubted for a moment that the officers of 
the Army who fulfilled their part of the con- 
tract, have a right to look to the Govern- 
ment for a fulfillment of its promise? Can 
it be doubted whether the Government is 
bound to make its contract good? There 
is no escaping, Mr. Speaker. Pay them 
you must---those I mean who retired under 
the resolves of 1787, and the consequent || 
new arrangement of the army, and those 
who served to the end of the war, unless 
you choose condescending to plead the 


gross and outrageous injustice. 

The great mass of these claims, it is 
admitted, have already been paid, perhaps |} 
nineteen out of every twenty. If, com- 
paratively speaking, some few remain un- 


ignorance of their rights in the claimants, |! 
as the gentleman from New York would |; 
seem to say the committee had insinuated, |} 


a majority) in which the commutation had 
been accepted ; to patriotism, which held į 
many back from asking what they well 
knew an impoverished Government could | 
not easily pay; to acknowledge that the | 
certificate granted in lieu of pay was, at 
that time, scarcely worth asking for; and 


in their report. 
Sir, instead of theact of May, 1828, being con- 
sidered as making compensation for commutation | 
pay, the very reverseis the case. Having received 
commutation, entitles to the benefits of the act of | 
1828, and receiving the benefits of that act, entitles || 
to commutation, if not before received, although |! 
half pay under the Virginia laws, notwithstanding |; 
the assertion of the gentleman from New York, | 


mutation. A right to commutation, and a title to 
the benefits of the act of 1828, are necessarily con- j| 
nected one with the other, both requiring the same 


Thus, when the Treasury Department, |; 
under whose direction the act of ’28 is executed, 


ants to the benefit of that act, it requires them to 


certificates. Flere, sir, is the form ofa declaration, 
prepared at the Treasury Department, which ap- 
plicants for the benefits of the act of 1828 are} 
required to sign. It runs thus: 

“ For the purpose of obtaining thé benefits of an 
tact entitled * An act for the relief of certain sor- 
‘viving officers and soldiers of the army of the 
‘Revolution,’ approved May 15, 1823, 1, &e , do 


| 
t 
| 


‘tinental line of the army of the Revolution, and 
‘served as such (note: here insert, ‘to the end of 
‘the war,’ oras the casemay be) to the time when 
‘the arrangement of the army, provided by the: 
‘resolves of Congress of the 34 and 21st of Octo- 
t ber, 1780, was carried into effect, and that I was 
‘reduced under that arrangement; and I also 
‘declare, that I afterwards received certificates 
‘(commonly called commutation certificates) for a 


‘which sum was offered by the resolves of Con- | 
t gress of the 221 of March, 1783, instead of the 
‘half-pay for life, to which I was entitied under i 
‘the resolve of the 2ist of October, 1780.” ji 


Can anything, Mr. Speaker, befnorecie posi- | 
ment has acted, and continued toact And whati 
has been the course of Congress? Does its action 
show in what light the case has been received? 
Most distinctly. Atene session, it passes an act |! 


to give to Job I. Jacobs the benefit of the act of | 


i time of the [louse unnecessarily. 
i and expediency required the passage of any law, 
ii I will venture to assert that it is the passage of 


him his commutation. At one session it gives to 
Ephraim Whitaker the benefits of the act of '28, 
and at another it gives him commutation. Do 
gentlemen, can gentlemen, desire anything more? 
If the gentleman from New York will be candid, 
he will admit that he was under. wrong impres- 
sions, Upon the last case—the case of W hitaker— 
he has himself acted but a few weeks since; he 
approved of it, because, though he may not have 
voted, silence here gives consent, In cases of this 
kind there is, in fact, no excuse. Let no man 
complain that a bill passes sub silentio, as the gen- 


| tleman has said. When bills of this description 


are repérted to the House, they are invariably 
accompanied by a report, detailing the facts of the 
case, and the evidence by which it is supported. 
This report is laid upon the desk of members—if 
they do not choose to read it--if they do not choose 
to be in their places when the bill is considered in 
the Committee of the W hole—if they do not at the 


: proper time make objections—are they entitled 


afterwards to complain of a bill passing sub silentio, 
or is it expected that committees shall themselves 


: raise objections to their own bills and reports, 
i and thus call upon gentlemen to deliver speeches 
i! where they are deemed unnecessary by the com- 
| mittee ? 


But, Mr. Speaker, I will not myself take up the 
lf ever justice 


his. Sir, I have waded in these claims for three 


years, and I make the assertion, after a full exami- 


nation. The passage of the law on your table, I 
repeat it, will save the time of the Ilouse and the 
money of the Treasury; it will render the rejection 
of wojust chums nearly certain, and accelerate the 
settlement of just claims of this description, and 


of all others left for the decision of Congress. It 


will ensure the same measure of justice to one 


| citizen which another has received, and will, by 


speedy, exact, and equal justice, go far to satisfy 
all parties. 

With these few observations I cheerfully leave 
the fate of the bill to the good sense, the justice, 
and experience of the House. Its decision, after 
hearing some of my colleagues of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, will no doubt be correct.: 


Correction. We are requested by Mr. 
Brown, of the Senate, to say that he wag incor- 


i rectly reported in his remarks on Thursday, on 


the memorials presented by Mr, Tyier. Our 


reporter made him say— 

‘Efe held in his hand a paper containing the 
‘prices current in Richmond, and it would be 
‘found by it (the Richmond Enquirer of tae 8th 
‘instant) that good tobacco was now selling at 
‘from $8 to $9 per hundred, and fine at from $9 
‘to $10, which was better than the average price 
‘of the article had been for five years past, and it 
‘ was considered not only a handsome, but a rich 
s compensation, to receive $6.”’ 


Tt should have been as follows: 


“Hie held in his hand a paper containing the 
prices current in Richmond, and it would be 
found by it (the Richmond Enquirer of the 8h 
‘instant) that good tobacco was now selling at 
‘from $8 to $9 per hundred, fine from $94 to $10, 
‘fine manufacturing 10 dollars and 11 dollars; and 
‘although there had been a slight decline in the 
‘price of that article lately, in consequence of the 
‘state of the market in Europe, yet, according to 
‘the prices qnoted, if he did not much err in his 
‘recollection, it was now commanding a better 
‘price than it had on an average generally for tha 
‘last five years. It had scmetimes been higher 
‘during that period, but generally it had been. 
‘much lower. So far as he was acquainted with 
‘the opinions of intelligent tobacco planters, an‘ 
‘average price of six dollars per hundred was 
‘considered a fuir remuneration for those engaged 
‘in its culture.” 
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‘SATURDAY, MARCH 92, 1834. 


Vor. 1....No. 16. 


The Senate did not sit on Saturday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpvay, March 15, 1834. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit a motion to grant 
the use of the Hall, on Monday evening, to Mr. 
Whitlow, for the purpose of lecturing upon Asiatic 
choleraand dyspeptics. An objection being made, 
Mr. JOHNSON moved the suspension of the rule. 
It appearing by the vote, 80 to 21, that there was 
no quoram, Mr. THOMSON moved that the 
House do now adjourn. `` 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays, and 
chey were ordered. 

Mr. PARKER asked if a call of the House was 


in order, and was informed by the Chair that it 


was not. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the motion to afijourn, it was decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 7, noes 121. 

The question being taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rule, to permit Mr. Jounson to make his 
motion, z 

Mr. WATMOUGH asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were refused. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. SHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported an amendment to the 
bill respecting the Potomac Bridge; which was 
ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,xeported a bill granting pensions 
to certain persons therein named. Read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Peter Triplett. 
Read twice, and committed. 

The resolution of Mr. MARDIS, respecting the 
public deposites, was taken up. 

The SPEAKER informed the House that he 
had received a letter from Mr. Burces, a member 
of the House, stating that he was prevented by 
indisposition from attending the House to-day, 
and requesting that the consideration of the reso- 
lution be postponed till Monday. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
the farther consideration of the resolution was 
postponed till Monday. 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to permit the Army appropriation bill to be 
read a third time; and no objection being made, 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved the suspension of the 
rule, in order to take up a joint resolution relative 
to the purchase of certain books. Agreed to. 

The House proceeded to consider a joint resolu- 
tion for the purchase of certain books, the question 
being on an amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, for the purchase of additional 
copies of Gales & Seaton’s Debates. 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted an amendment to the 
amendment, which the Chair stated was not now 
in order. 

Mr. FOSTER said that when the subject was 
up formerly, he stated that he would endeavor to 
cause our constituents to be informed of the amount 
of money which we appropriated to ourselves. 


He wished to have a law providing what books || th 


we should purchase, and stating what sums we 
should appropriate for them. He was willing to 
buy Gales & Seaton’s nine volumes, and Elliot’s 
book, and Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, and Hume’s England, and Kent’s Com- 
mentaries, &c., pay for them out of a certain and 
limited contingent fund, as far as it goes, and pay- 
ing the balance out of our own pay. Some one 
once asked whether members who opposed these 
appropriations received the books. He replied to 
the question that he did receive them. But if the 
House would leave the money in the treasury, 
instead of appropriating it to the contingent fund, 
he would suffer the books to remain on the print- 
er’s shelves. He then moved that the resolution 


16 


| ever been made by joint resolution. 


be recommitted to the Committee on the Library, 


with instructions to inquireand report what books 
ought to be purchased, and the amount which they 
will cost. : : 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked if it was in order to 
move an amendment to the instructions requiring 
the committee to report a bill. 

_ The SPEAKER said the motion was not now 
in order. 

Mr. ADAMS had no objection to the object of 
the inquiry, but he wished to have a bill, instead 
of a joint resolution, reported. He conceived that 
the resolution, as it stood, was unconstitutional. 
His objection was not to the object, but to the 
form of the proceeding. Mr. A. proceeded to 
sustain his objections, when 

Mr. SPEIGHT rose to a question of order. 
The merits of the question were not now open for 
discussion. If the gentleman would defer his re- 
marks to a proper time, he would meet him on the 
constitutional question. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order to dis- 
cuss the merits of the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS. {fs it notin order at any time 

nd under any circumstances, to oppose the pas- 
sage of a bill or resolution here on constitutional 
grounds? 

The SPEAKER decided that it was not now in 
order to discuss the merits of the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS. I submit, sir, but am not con- 
vinced. ‘ : 

Mr. FOSTER said, that as the members would 
not, he hoped, be unwilling to record their names 
upon a question whether the people should be in- 
formed of the amount of money which we appro- 
priate to ourselves, he asked the yeas and nayson 
the question. 

The House refused to order the yeas and nays, 
twenty-four only rising in the affirmative. 


Mr. FOSTER’S motion to recommit was re-. 


jected, thirty-seven voting in-the affirmative. ` 

Mr. FOSTER said he was only sorry that the 
thirty-seven members had not voted for the call of 
the yeas and nays. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was concurred in. 

Mr. SPEIGHT then offered his amendment. 

Mr.J Q. ADAMS opposed theamendmentand 
resolution. The Constitution (he said) declared 
that no money should be drawn from the Treasuy 
but in consequence of an appropriation by law. 
Nothing could become a law but that which was 
introduced in the form of a bill. Every bill, be- 
fore it shall become a law, must be presented to 
the President of the United States for his approval 
and signature. This (said Mr. A.) is the first 
instance of an attempt to appropriate money by 


| joint resolution. There was not a single instance 


of the kind on the statute books. If the resolu- 
tion passed, he hoped the appropriation would be 
stricken out. 

Mr. SPEIGHT would say but a few words on 
the question. He would ask if the gentleman 
means to say thatno appropriations have ever been 
made by resolutions? He would refer the gentle- 
man to a resolution, which he himself introduced, 


| at the commencement of the session, for the pur- 


chase of the bank book. A 
Mr. ADAMS. ‘There was no appropriation in 


that. 
Mr. SPEIGHT subscribed, he said, to the doc- 


trine of the gentleman, that no money can be ap- | 


propriated except by law. What is law? The 
expression of the will ef the Legislature, in joint 
resolution, was an expression of that will, and had 
all the sanction of law. He was surprised to hear 
the gentleman assert that no appropriations have 
Appropri- 
ations had been often made indirectly, and he be- 
lieved directly, by resolution; and he could point 
out to the gentleman a joint resolution of this 
kind, which he himself sanctioned during his Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. ADAMS. I would be glad if the gentle- 
man would shew it. 


Mr. SPEIGHT had, he said, but one motive in 
offering his amendment; it was to’ put the new 
members on the footing with the old members, in 
respect to being furnished with books. He pro- 
posed to furnish the new members with the nine 
volumes of the Register of Debates, and the old 
members with the last volume. He also stated, 
upon the authority of a letter from Messrs. Gales 
& Seaton, that this work must be discontinued, 
for want of patronage, unless the patronage of 
Congress should be continued to it. Inconelusion, 
Mr. S. said, that unless we got books for the new 
members, he should propose that the old members 
should bring all the books which they have here- 
tofore received, put them down in a pile, and 
divide them among all the members. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will join you jn that, sir. 

Mr. McDUFFIE suggested that if ‘* appropri- 
ated” was stricken out of the joint. resolution, it 
might obviate-the objection of the honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Spercur’s amendment was read as follows: 
strike out after. Resolved, and insert ‘* That the 
«members of the present Congress who have not 
t heretofore received them be supplied by the Clerk 
‘ with the same books that have been ordered to 
‘ De furnished to the members of the last Congress; 
‘together with complete sets of the Register of 
‘ Debates, to the ninth volame inclusive, and that 
‘such members of the last Congress: as have re- 
‘ ceived parts of the Debates be also furnished with © 
“volumes necessary to complete their sets to the 
‘ninth volume inclusive, and the expense be paid 
‘out of the contingent fund.” 

Mr. FOSTER expressed regret that the honor- 
able member, [Mr. Spercur,] with whom he had 
so long felt pleasure'in acting, should have taken 
the lead in making this proposition; but he begged 
to remind the House that upon a former occasion. 
they had, by a large majority, declared that these 
books should not be paid for out of their contin- 
gent fund. 2. 

Mr. POLK said he, for one, could not vote for 
the amendment, because if he did he would there- 
by be abandoning the great principle for which he 
had always contended, viz: that the House had 
no right to use their contingent fund for such purs 
poses, or cause any books to be ordered or paid 
for except by a law or by joint resolution. He 
would state that he was not opposed, bat, on the 
contrary, was willing to vote that thenew mem- 
bers should receive such books as had been voted 
to the members of the last Congress; but he could 
not give the former members any in addition to 
what they had already obtained. ` 

Mr. GALBRAITH called for the reading of the 
resolution and amendment. 

They were read accordingly; after which 

Mr. SPEIGHT said that he coincided in the 
opinion avowed by the honorable member from | 
Tennessee as to the principle about the contingent 
fund; but under the circumstance, he considered 
that it was only an act of justice that the new 
members should be placed on a similar footing 
with the old, and as the Senate did not choose to 
come to the House for a joint resolution for the 
purchase of such books as they desired, he would 
not go to them. 

Mr. PARKER was opposed to the amendment. 
He thought at the time the House had receded 
from their disagreement to the Senate’s amend- 
ment to the House appropriation bill that there 
was an understanding that thenceforth all future 
purchases of books should be provided for by bills 
for that purpose, or by a joint resolution of both 
Houses. 

Mr. BARRINGER rose to set the member from 
New Jersey right upon this. He had certainly 
not supposed there was any such understanding. 
The Senate, so far from having it, had, by their 
acts soon after, completely negatived the idea that 
there was any understanding of the kind, for they 
had supplied themselves with. books without ree 


garding the disposition of the House on the sub= 
ject. The resolution, as amended, therefore, only 
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authorized that to be done by the House which 
the Senate had already done for themselves. 

Mr. JARVIS called for the reading of the clause 
in the House appropriation bill, specifying the 
items for which the contingent fund was to be 
applied. . 7 

The clause was read, viz: “granting $150,000 
for printing, stationery, &c., to be applied for no 
other purpose;”’ after which, 

Mr. JARVIS called for the yeas and nays on 
the question. 

Mr. PINCKNEY inquired if a motion for 
indefinite postponement was then in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The House refused to order the yeasand nays; 
ayes 27, noes 137. g 

“Mr. PINCKNEY said, although he differed in 
opinion with the member from. North Carolina, 
Mtr. Sreianr,] that a law and joint resolutions 
were similar; yet it was perfectly immaterial to 
him, by which mode the House should make the 
appropriation, for his objection was to the prin- 
ciple—that they could appropriate for the purchase 
of books at all. He considered this an appropria- 
tion of the people’s money for the private use of 
the members; assuch it was unconstitutional, and 
for which, if they were justified in appropriating, 
they might just as well appropriate for their pri- 
vate uses all the funds in the Treasury. He had 
another objection to this. The House were called 
on to votein the dark; without knowing the amount 
of the people’s money which they were thus going 
to dispose of. They did not know—they refuged 
even to inquire, whether the cost of these books 
would be eight thousand, or eighty thousand dol- 
lars, and if he was correctly informed, the amount 
would be the latter. He desired to call the atten- 
tion of the people to the question, whether the 
House had the right to do this, and he might at 
the same time inquire if he had not the right to 
avail himself of that order, although he would not 
make the objection—that members should not vote 
in cases in which they were interested ! He moved 
to postpone the resolution indefinitely; and called 
for the yeas and nays on his motion; which having 
been ordered, 

Mr. McDUFFIE said he felt bound by some 
feeling of paternity, to say something in vindica- 
tion of the resolution, He could not agree with 
his colleague, [Mr. P.,] that this resolution made 
an appropriation for the private uses of the mem- 
bers, or that it was unconstitutional forthe House 
to vote upon quer that they were interested 
in. Fe would like to know, if the principle held 
good, by what right they voted their pay? Voting 
for the appropriation of $150,000 for their contin- 
gent fund to pay for stationery, pens, knives, &c., 
might be termed voting for their private uses on 
the sarhe principle. Ele maintained that these 
books were all important to the members on pub- 
lic grounds to give them information that would 
the better enable them to discharge their public 
duties. He believed that the work could not be 
proceeded with without the aid of Congress, and 
in voting for the works, it was on public grounds 
he had done so; having go received them, he never 
should take them homie, intending to leave them 


here, where they could be of equal advantage to | 


his successors, as they had been to himself, and he 
could have desired that there was such an obliga- 
tion inserted when the resolution was originally 
introduced, or even now, that all books should be 
left in the library for the benefit and use of their 
successors in Congress. In order to obviate the 
objection of the member from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Poxrkg,] he must request the mover of the amend- 
ment [Mr. Sperenr] to modify his resolutions so 
as to have it by joint resolution, and to strike out 
the part terming it appropriate,” which would 
also obviate the objections of the member from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] 

Mr. SPEIGHT declined making any alteration, 
in consequence of the conduct pursued on this 
subject by the other branch of the Legislature. 
It was for the House, if they thought proper, to 
reject his amendment, and they might then pass a 


joint resolution, which would be equally satisfac- | 


tory to him. 
Mr. WAYNE inquired if it was not intended to 
confine the action of the resolution to the House 


only. 
Mr. SPEIGHT replied such was his intention. 


The resolution having been read, it was so modi- 
fied, by inserting ‘* House of Representatives.” 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS considered the proposition 
of Mr. McDurriz the most advisable course to be 
taken. . 

The question on the amendment, as modified by 
Mr. Sreieut, was then put, and agreed to. 

The question then being on the motion of Mr. 
Pinckney to postpone indefinitely— 

Mr. POLK expressed his deep regret that the 
House were about to abandon a principle for 
which they had contended, and to decide that they 
had a right to use their contingent fund as they 
thought proper. He-had no objection to the pur- 
chase of any books that should be deemed neces- 
sary. All that he desired was, that the purchase 
should be made in pursuance of a specific and 
direct law; not by applying indirectly to attain the 
object by means of the contingent fund, which he 
maintained it was unconstitutional to use for such 
purposes. The consequence of all this must be, 
that the contingent fund would be exhausted, and 
would not be sufficient to defray their ordinary 
expenses. He considered the whole difficulty 
would have been obviated, if the member from 
North Carolina [Mr. Spereut] had consented to 
the proposition to make it a joint resolution. 

Mr. WAYNE said he should have preferred 
having the books procured by a joint resolution 
of both Houses for that purpose; but if they were 
not to be procured in that way, he would vote for 
the amendment to obtain them. He considere 
that this was not a proposition to purchase books 
for the private uses of the members, or for the 
purchase of books of an ordinary character. No; 
it was the purchase of what had been done under 
the permission, if not under the authority of Con- 
gress, and which was more illustrative of their 

ast proceedings, more necessary to assist mem- 

ers in the discharge of their public duties, than 
any other work that could be obtained. He con- 
sidered that, as all reports of their proceedings; 
that reporters were permitted into the House for 
that purpose, by their authority, the registers of 
debates on subjects that came up, although not 
in the form of a record, were substantially a part 
of their proceedings, and which were highly valu- 
able as well for the present use of the members, 
as for reference hereafter, to explain to posterity, 
what could not otherwise be explained, the 
grounds upon which, on all important subjects, 
they were induced to act. The question had come 
to this, that if they did not supply themselves 
with the works in their separate capacity, it ap- 
peared they could not have them at all, for the 
Senate had declared that the House had no right 
to interfere with them in the use of their contin- 
gent fund to make such purchases as they thought 
proper; the constitutional principle of touching it, 
for the purchase of books, was rejected. 

Mr. CHILTON remarked that he was originally 
inclined to vote for the resolution, but upon more 
mature reflection, he was compelled, by a sense of 
what he owed to his constituents, to vote for the 
motion for indefinite postponement. Elecould not 
consider it anything else than as a practical in- 
crease by the members of their own pay; and if 
necessary to be done at all, he would submit the 
question, whether this ought not to be done by a 
direct law, and therefore in such a shape as the 
whole country could understand. Asanewmem- 
ber, who was tọ be benefited if the resolution 
should be passed, he would rather give up any 
claims he could have than sanction what he must 
consider to be a dangerous principle for the House 
to act upon, and which must, if not timely ar- 
rested, make the printing of books for the use of 
members the most expensive department of the 
Government. He would vote against the pur- 
chase of even a solitary book. 

Mr. BROWN said it was with some reluctance 
he rose to address the House; but as he should 
feel himself compelled to vote against the resolu- 
tion in its present form, he desired to state his 
reasons, that he might not be misunderstood. 

ft must be manifest to all who had listened to 
this discussion, or looked into the previous action 
of Congress upon this subject, that a limit must, 
sooner or later, be put upon the practice heretofore 


public expense. When this resolution was first 
introduced, he did not suppose it was intended to 


do more than place the new members, as to books, 
upon a footing of equality with the old; and if he 
was not mistaken, it not only did this, but also 


| proposed to grant to all the members, indiscrimi- 


nately, books not embraced within the resolutions 
of the last Congress. He was willing that as 
much should be done for the new members in this 
respect as had been done forthe old; and he could, 
at the same time, unite his regreta with honorable 


| gentlemen, that the practice had not, from its 


commencement, been confined exclusively to pro- 
viding books for the use of members only during 


| the time they remained in office. He begged the 


House to look at the practice as applied to indi- 
viduals—himself, for instance. Long. before the 
works contemplated in the resolution could be 
published, his time of office would expire, and the 
chances were as ten to one at least that he would 
never come back again; indeed, he was not yet 
prepared to say he wished to come back. The 
books would then become his own property, and 
his successor, whoever he might be, could not 
derive the slightest benefit from any information 
they contained. : ` 

He was opposed to the resolution in its present 
shape upon another ground. Upon a previous 
occasion, when one of the appropriation bills was 
under consideration, the House digagreed with the 
Senate, and he twice voted (and he believed right- 
ly) to set a limit upon the power of both Flouses 
over the contingent fund, to prevent its application 
to the purposes mentioned in this resolution. He 
would not now reverse those votes, nor would he, 
under the name of the contingent expenses of 
Congress, make appropriations for the purchase 
of books, but would prefer that they should be 
made the subject of a specific appropriation. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose for the purpose of obvia- 
ting what he considered the only objection that 
could be urged to the resolution, and which it was 
in their power to do, to make the books public in- 
stead of private property; for which purpose he 
moved the following as an amendment, viz.: ‘‘ the 
* sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth volumes of the 
t Register of Debates to be deposited in the Library 
‘when the present members retire, for the use of 
‘their successors.’ 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired ifsuch an amend- 
ment was in order when there was a motion to 
postpone? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, and 
that the amendment had precedence of the motion 
to postpone, : 

Mr. VINTON objected to the new principle ` 
proposed by the amendment submitted by Mr. 
McDurris, which he said would go to establish 
that each representative had no occasion for the 
information contained in these or other books that 


| Congress had usually voted, except at the seat of 


Government. He considered that every member 
paid fully to his constituents a remuneration for 
the value of the books, by answering the calls 
made upon them in their representative capacity 


| for information. 


Mr. WISE spoke in favor of the resolution, and 
urged the claims of the new members to be put on 
the same footing with the old members. But even. 
if it were an original question, he would vote for 


| the purchase of such books as would tend to en- 
| lighten him in regard to the history of the legisla- 


tion of this House. We, sir, (said he,) are at home 
the oracles of our respective neighborhoods. To 
us the people look for information in regard to the 
business of this House. As a new member, he 
expected to acquire more knowledge, preparatory 
to the discharge of his duties here, during the re- 
cess than he could acquire during the session, and 
he wished to carry with him such documents as 
were necessary to his instruction. - 

The question wag taken on the amendment pro-. 
posed by Mr. McDorris, and rejected. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, believed that the 


| measure proposed was. wrong in principle and in 


practice. Congress could not properly become the 
great patron of publishers. Is it true that this is 
the work on which the Clerk of this House gave 
his acceptances, and must we now redeem those 
acceptances? He trusted not. If the work could 


be] | not be supported by the patronage of th bli 
pursued of furnishing members with books at the || a if r aoina down 


there was no way to prevent it from going down. 
He acknowledged that it was an important work, 
and he should be very sorry to see it discontinued - 
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But he would not consent, though one of the j 
members for whose benefit the resolation was in- 
troduced, to pay the public money for our own | 
private benefit, The member from Virginia might 
be assured that, however it was in Virginia, there | 
were no oracles in New York. j 
Mr. POLK said he would show the House what 
extent this system of pensioning publishers on our, 
contingent fund had been carried in another branch 
of Congress. He held in his hand a statement from 
the Secretary of the Senate, showing that during 
the last year that body voted for the purchase of 
Gales & Seaton’s Debates, $1,940, and for Duff : 
Green’s Compilation of the Land Laws, &c., (1,600 | 
copies,) oyer $46,000, and other sums for other 
works. He questioned whether any member of 


ture“at the time when it was made. The same 
was the case with this House. He wished the 
House to understand what they were doing, and 
what they were likely todo. We had before us 
the example of the Senate for purchasing 1,600 | 
copies of a work, at the expense of $46,000, to be | 
paid out of a contingent fund of $36,000. 
Mr. WISE asked whether the House had not | 
uniformly been furnished with books by resolu- 
tion. He hoped that the abuses of the Senate— 
he did not use the term iu disrespect to that bod y— 
would not be followed by the House. We were 
told by the gentleman from New York, that in 
New York there are no oracles. He had not used 
the word “oracles” in the Delphic sense. The 
oracles to which he referred, were the stump ora- 
tors of the country. If there were no such oracles 
in New York, there were a’plenty of them in Vir- 
ginia; and he hoped in God that so long as there 
was a green court-yard and a stump to be found 
in Virginia, there would be no lack of such oracles. 
During the spring elections in Virginia, it was the 
custom for the competitors for office in the several 
counties, to address the people. During the last 
spring, he had himself, he believed, made as many 
as twenty-seven stump speeches, besides having 
one hundred and fifty cross-road skirmishes. But 
it seems that the constituents of the gentleman are | 


go wise that they listen to no such sources of in- |! 
struction. No doubt they are the salt of the earth, |j 


and that wisdom will perish with them. But still, 
if he had not been much misinformed, there was | 
an‘oracle in Albany, which does give law to the 
gentleman himself, and to his constituents. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, had not intended, 
he said, to disturb the gentleman’s equanimity, nor | 
to draw from him any reflection upon New York. 
Sitting here as a listener, he had often heard the | 
gentleman speak about New York, its parties, its 
discipline, and what not; but he had not regarded |i 
it. He knew that it was quite common, of late, to |) 
talk in the debates of New York politics, of New 
York magicians, and of the machinery by which | 
the politics of the State were supposed to be man- 
aged: Sir, the gentleman is totally ignorant of 
New York. I referred, sir, to the gentleman’s re- 
mark, that the members from Virginia were ora- 
cles in their own districts. I did notknow whether 
he used the term inthe Delphic sense, or the stump | 
sense; but, as the gentleman isa classical scholar, 
I thought he had allusion to the classics, and I 
supposed—though, to be sure, it was rather an ex- | 
travagant Supposition—that the members from 
Virginia, a State distinguished in old times for its 
eminent men, called himself an oracle among his 
constituents. Let me tell the gentleman, and others | 
who think with him, to come into New York, and | 
go among the people. He will find them free, in- 
telligent; virtuous, instructed, and as independent 


5 ii figures which was before the House, &c. 
the Senate looked at the amount of this expendi- |) 


|! members, in order to place them in that respect 


|| at the same conclusions, and therefore had made 


l| exception that he had paid for the books out of his 


‘| The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Maxy,]} 


|! If that be true, so much great 


ii re c r 
had taken, and to answer, and satisfactorily to an- 


day. Can it be, that the State of* Virginia has 
come to a premature old age? He trusted not. 
But the course of the gentleman almost induced 
| him to believe—stranger as he was to this body— 
| that the day of public men in Virginia had gone 


by. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose. Though he stood be- 
tween the two gentlemen, yet he had no intention 
| to interfere in their strife. He would say, since 
they had got upon classical ground, 


* Non nostri tantas componere lites ;”’ 


but he wished to bring down the gentlemen from 
| the high political and classical topics upon which 
| they had been discoursing, to the small matter of | 


After some conversation between Mr. J. Q. 
ADAMS and Mr. POLK, in reference to the doc- i 
ument which the latter had read to the- House, 
| relative to the expenditures of the Senate— 
| Mr. LANE said, if the object of gentlemen who : 
had occupied the floor for the last hour in opposi- 
tion to the resolution, had been to convince mem- 
| bers of the inexpediency of its adoption, he could 
| only say, so far as it regarded himself, they had 
been truly unfortunate. So far from having heard 
anything to change, his first impressions had been 
confirmed. That no one had contributed more 
largely in producing that result than his honorable 
friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Pox.] 

Weare told by that gentleman that the Senate 
have, by a similar resolution, appropriated up- 
wards of $40,000 in purchasing books for that 

ody. 

This fact, so far from proving the dangerous 
tendency of the resolution for which it has been 
thrown into the debate, was conclusive to his mind 
| of notonly the propriety of its adoption, but of its 
| necessity. : 

If the Senate, of whose integrity and intelligence 
he entertained the most exalted opinion, composed 
of forty-eight members, had found it necessary for 
a full and faithfal discharge of their duties to ex- 
pend that sum, how much greater the necessity, 
and with how much more propriety, may this 
House, composed of two hundred and forty mem- 
bers, appropriate from the same fund, for a similar 
| purpose, the sum of $4,000 contemplated by the 
resolution. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cuitton] | 
has told us gravely, he will vote against the res- 
olution in any shape, though he had received the 
same books now contemplated to be furnished new 


. 


on an equality with the old, by virtue of a similar 
resolution. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Pinckney] informs the House that he has arrived 


the motion for indefinite postponement, with the 


| own funds. A most excellent reason for voting 


: against the resolution, and especially for the žen- 
| tleman from Kentucky. 


in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
| Waise,} informs the House, they have no oracles 
| in New York; that his_constituents will not con- 
| sult him as to what had been done in this House. 
er the necessity of 
i these books, that his constituents may read and 
; judge for themselves. ee . 

i" Mr. L. said he was differently situated; his con- 
| stituents would no doubt make many inquiries in 
| relation to the action of this House and the part he 


in their opinions as any on the face of the globe. 
Under the management at Albany, of which the 
gentleman speaks, we had a free and enlightened | 


ici i ich || ly as an act of justice, but to enable 

nment. a system of public instruction which || bers not only as an act of J e, c 
yds unriealledin i tem ofin- | them to discharge their respective duties here 
d rapidly |; and at home. 
|l the motion to postpo 


was unrivalled in the world; a noble sys 
ternal improvements; vast, increasing, and ra] 
developing resources and individual wealth, virtue, 
and happiness. Let the gentleman look at all this, 
and then say, if he chooses, that such a people are 
governed by an oracle at Albany, or elsewhere. 
That population, he assured the gentleman, was 
not to be influenced either by stump speeches or 
by oracles. rema! 
trasting the former public men of Virginia—upon 
whose political sentiments he was proud to say he 
had formed his own—with those of the present 


i the way they have 


Mr. M. continued his remarks, con- | 


he desired to have the books in 
been furnished to the old mem- 
‘berg. He considered the books for the new mem- 


! swer, any inquiry, 


He therefore should vote against | 
ne. 
‘After a few remarks in explanation from Mr. | 
| WISE and Mr. MANN, i 
|| Mr. FOSTER repeated his objections to the 

| purchase of books by the contingent fund of the 
| House, instead of by a bill for that purpose. 

| The question on postponing the resolutions in- 


i è 
|! definitely was decided in the negative—yeas 80 
Vi 


| nays 115. 
ll Mr. CHILTON called for the yeas and nays on 


it 
i 
li 


the question of agreeing to the resolution, as amend- 
d by Mr. Sreteut, 
The House refused to order them; and the reso- 
lution as amended, &c., was agreed to, ‘and 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 17, 1834. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, agreeably to notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a resolution to 
enable the Committee on Public Lands to employ 
a clerk to record the testimony about being taken 
before that committee, relative to alleged frauds in 
thé land offices; which was read a first and sec- 
ona fine, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated the 
proceedings of a numerous meeting of freeholders 
and voters of the country of Shenandoah, Vir- 
ginia, approving of the course of the Administra- 
tion, objecting to the restoration of the publie 
deposites, and against the recharter of the Bank of 
pee States. The proceedings having been 
read— 

Mr. TYLER said he rose for the purpose of 
moving the printing of these proceedings, and 
their reference to the Committeeon Finance. He 
further said, that as one of the representatives. of 
Virginia hete, he would have taken great pleasure 
in making known the sentiments of any portion of 
her citizens, if they had made known their senti- 
ments to him, without any regard to their political 
principles; and he would have been pleased, on 
this occasion, to have been the medium of present- 
ing their views. But although they had not in- 
trusted him with this duty, he was not unadvised 
of these proceedings. The people of the county 
of Shenandoah were Whig from a period long 
anterior to the Revolution. In that struggle which 
terminated in the achievement of our independence, 
the people of that county stood by the side of 
those who fought for the country. And such was 


| their zeal, at that eventful period, that after the 
| consummation of the struggle, they even objected 


to the name which the county then held. it was 
then named Dunmore, after the last.of the royal 
Governors of Virginia, and they thought that the 
name which it now bears, after the noble river 
which flows through its soil, was more compatible 
with their ideas of liberty. In subsequent con- 
tests in which the country was engaged they had 
been uniformly found with the Republican party, 
headed by Mr. Jefferson. What they were at a 


| period anterior to our history, no one has a right 
| to question, nor would he now question it, It was 


his misfortune to see some things in the present 
posture of our affuirs, with different eyes from 
theirs, and if they had the same opportunities of 
observation which he had here, he believed they 
would not be found differing. But be this as it 
might, in relation to some of the principles con- 
tained in these resolutions, he cordially agreed 
with them. He was opposed to the Bank of the 
United States on broad constitutional grounds. 
And while he differed with them in the assump- 
tion of executive power, be would equally oppose 
the assumption of legislative power. 

The motion to refer and print was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the inhabitants of York 
county, Pennsylvania, opposed to the recharter of 
the Bank of the United States, and against the res- 
toration of the public deposites. : 

Mr. WILKINS moved that itbe read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. : . 

After the memorial had been read, 

Mr. WEBSTER said, indeed he agreed in 
opinion with these people of York, that «trath 
was mighty and would prevail;” and he thought 
this salutary maxim was likely to be verified in 
their own case. His attention had been requested 
to these proceedings by persons of York, who de- 
sired him to say that this paper grossly misrepre- 
sented them. He was requested to say this by 
persons who were present at the meeting, who 
were not willing that those puerilities contained in 
the paper should be charged uponone of the great- 
est counties in Pennsylvania. He had a paper m 
his hands, signed by a number of highly respect- 


244 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


March 17, 


able people of York, protesting against these pro- 
ceedings. [Here Mr. W. read some ofthe names, 
inquiring-if the Senators from Pennsylvania were 
acquainted with them; upon which Mr. McKean 
replied, he knew some of them to be respectable.] 
Mr, Wesster continued. These resolutions say 
that they were passed unanimously, with the ex- 
ception of some half dozen yells of persons who 
came there to disturb the harmony of the meeting. 
‘The men signing this protest say that these reso- 
lutions were rejected by a vote of three to one, and 
that they neither express the sentiments of the 
people of York, nor of the people who attended 
the meeting. He submitted the letter, requesting 
that it might be read. And as it respected these 
memorials, if this was a specimen of those which 
were to be presented for the purpose of supporting 
the Treasury measure, he thought they would 

` require the particular attention of the Senate. He 
agreed with them, that truth was mighty, and 
would prevail. 

Mr. McKEAN said he had not been honored 
with the confidence of either of these parties; he 
believed, however, that many of the names he had 
heard were very respectable. 

Mr. POINDEXTER did not object to the pre- 
sentation of petitions or memorials, but he objected 
to this one. He did not know if it evidenced more 
of ignorance than of insolence; it was very remark- 
able for both. But on its fade, in the resolution 
relative to the Bank of the United States, it made 
allusions of direct and palpable corruption, in 
charging an attempt by that institution to purchase 
members of this body. It was also objectionable, 
as being a printed paper cut out of some news- 
paper, and that, too, defaced, and a part struck out 
of it, making a direct personal reflection upon an 
honorable member of the Senate. For himself, he 
would not have presented such a paper. If it had 
been sent to him, he would have sent it back to 
the person from whom it came. [Here Mr. P. 
read one of the resolutions couched in offensive 
language, in reference to Mr. Wensrer’s being 
bribed by the Bank of the United States, and his 
vote upon the bill chartering the bank in 1816 ] 
Mr. P. said, it was time for the Senate to take care 
of its own dignity. lt was assailed by friends of 
the present ‘Chief Magistrate, in terms which 
looked like having been got up in the purlieus of the 

alace, and sent to York county, to be sent back 

ere again. When a direct libel was contained in 
the paper upon an honorable member of this body, 
it was not fit to be recognized by the Senate. It 
bore no signature, no marks of authenticity, and 
contained the grossest libels against the two 
Houses of Congress. There were not two senti- 
ments in the paper which set forth the truth. He 
was against even the reception of the paper. 

Mr. WILKINS asked “Mr. Pornpexrer to 
mark the exceptionable passages; which he did. 

Mr. PRESTON desired to be informed how the 
paper got before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied, that the pro- 
ceedings were transmitted to him under cover of a 
letter, which requested him to lay them before the 
Senate. Fle directed the letter to be read, which 
was done accordingly. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, he had been told, a short 
timeago, that such proceedings would be presented 


here, and that one of the resolutions would be of a | 


scandalous character. He then said, that he felt 
some reluctance about laying any of the papers 
before the Senate, because his duty to the Senate 
and his sense of self-respect dictated to him to take 
no notice of such idle scandals. It was due to the 
Chair, however, to say, that the presiding officer 
of the Senate informed him thatone of these reso- 
lutions contained matter that he deemed was oifen- 
sive to himself. He told that officer that he was 
aware of it; and the Vice Presipenr replied, that 
he would not lay the proceedings before the Sen- 
ate, unless some one representing the petitioners 
would take upon himself the responsibility of 
striking out the offensive part. He (Mr. W.) had 
not seen the paper at all; but since he had heard it 
read, he thought it obnoxious to all the censure 
which the gentleman from Mississippi had made 
against it. 
on the table. 
Mr. PRESTON desired to make but a single 
remark, 
of this petition... He considered the right of peti- 


He thought, therefore, it ought to lie | 


He was astonished at the presentation į 


+ : 
tion a sacred right, and therefore he protested 
against any changing or remodelling of petitions 
or memorials sent to the Senate for presentation. 
When the presiding officer, or any officer of the 
Senate, was in possession of documents to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate, he could riot be permitted, 
with his consent, to erase or mutilate them. 

Mr. WILKINSsaid he owed it to the Senate to 
make an explanation on this subject. On coming 
into the Senate Chamber this morning, just before 
they were called to order, and before he had time 
to look over these proceedings, they were put into 
his hands by the presiding officer of the Senate, 


| who made some suggestions in relation to the ap- 


plication of a part of them to the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts, and he had also suggested a 
consultation with his colleague upon the propriety 
of striking out the offensive paragraph. Upon 
this suggestion, the very difficulty urged by the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. PRESTON] 


occurred to him: how far himself and colleague, 


were right, as representatives of Pennsylvania, in 
altering a petition or memorial presented from 
their constituents. If this had been the first case 
which had been presented, he would have said 
that they had no authority to interfere. But this 
was the course he adopted, and this paragraph had 
been stricken out. It was done upon consultation 
with his colleague, who consented to share the 
responsibility of it with him; and for himself he 
would have gone still further, and have stricken 
out the other part objected to by the gentleman 
from Mississippi. Whether there was error in 
this procedure or not he did not know. It was 


| doue from feelings of delicacy towards an honor- 


able member of this body, and» not. thinking it of 
avy consequence to strike out what did not affect 
the substance of the petition. This was the ex- 
oe his interference, and this was the motive 
or it. 

He was willing tosay a word upon another part 
of the subject. There could be no doubt of the 
respectability of the meeting at which the proceed- 
ings wereadopted. The person whose name stood 
at the head of it—Adam King—wasa member of 
the House of Representatives in the last Congress. 
This was some apology for the people of York. 
We were all aware of the excitement which pre- 
vailed in reference to the bank. There was no 
question which came so directly home to the feel- 
ings of the people, and hence the numerous meet- 
ings which were assembling in the country, All 
were struggling to obtain a correct expression of 
public sentiment on the all-absorbing question 
before the Senate, and hence arose the question 
which party had the majority in York. All were 
aiming at public sentiment, because it was that 
which, when obtained, would settle the question. 
He was quite willing the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts should take public sentiment in Pennsyl- 
vania ag his guide, and he was equally willing to 
adopt it as a rule for their decision here. 

One word as to the mesting, and as to which 
party had the majority. Ee had received a letter 
from Mr. King, informing him that the meeting 
was a very large one—that the room in which it 
met was full to overflowing. Wehad, then, prima 
facie evidence that the resolutions were carried by 
a large majority of the meeting, because the pro- 
ceedings were signed by the officers of the meet- 
ing, who attested,the correctness of the proceed- 


| ings. Somuch for the prima facie evidence. Now, 


as to the protest of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, that was signed by fifty-three persons of a 
meeting, and wherein you have the curious asser- 
tien that the resolutions were lost by a vote of 
three to one. Now, when fifty-three persons of a 
meeting composed the majority in the proportion 
of three to one, he asked how many must have 
composed the whole meeting? And how isit pos- 
sible that so very small a minority, consisting of 
bat sixteen or eighteen persons, of course, could 
have been sufficiently strong to retain the control 


| of the meeting, and bold enough to authenticate 


and transmit the proceedings? The protest itself 
shows the improbability of its own story, and 
defeats the object which the signers have in view. 
As he had already said, very strictly speaking, the 
marking of this insulated paragraph, merely indi- 
eating to the Secretary that it should not be read, 
may not have been justifiable; but it was a ques- 


tion between him and a portion of his highly 


i 


| on the responsibility of the presiding officer. 


respected fellow-citizens of York, and he was not 
apprehensive that he should incur their censure. 
They would appreciate his motives. If notrigidly 
| justifiable, it was certainly excusable, because the 
| act was one of delicacy towards a Senator, and did 

notin any way change the sense of the proceedings. 
The great object of the gentlemen of the meeting 
*was to express theirsentiments on the all-absorbing 
question of the deposites, and that expression of 
sentiment you yet have entire. . 

Mr. PRESTON said the memorial which was 
| the subject of discussion was not the memorial 
| which purported to be a@opted in York county. 
| He would not interfere betweeen the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania and their constituents, but he 
| wished to declare the fact that, after the remodel- 
ling of the petition, it was not the petition ef the 
| York district. Why had this been done? Why 
| had that been obliterated from it which stamped 
it all over with its peculiar character, and which 
made it unworthy of reception, in order to make 
it palatable to us? It was now a thing of a totally 
different character. Members, perhaps, might as- 
sume the responsibility of standing between the 
Senate and their constituents, but the Senators 
from Pennsylvania had nothing to do with this: 
If a memorial may be changed by erasures, may 
it not also be changed ky additions? These were 
very extraordinary times, and it was the duty of 
the Senate to be on its guard, and take care that 
there be no interception between the people and 
this body. This paper was addressed to.us, and 


| in its progress from the people here it had been 
i essentially changed, and afterwards it had been 


presented to this House. If the officers of this 
House had aright thus to change petitions, we 


| had nothing certain. His constituents might send 


memorials here, andif they were altered here, they 
were not the representations of his constituents, 


| but of the officers of this House. He was anxious 
that the Senate should look to’ its rights, and 


therefore he moved to lay the papers on the table, 
for the purpose of affording an opportunity to 
take further measures, in case they should be 
necessary. 

Mr. CLAY thought that, under all the cireum- 
stances it was the duty of the Senate to give a 
decision which might operate as a precedent in 
similar cases. He agreed with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,j that the paper 
had lost its identity—that it was not the memo- 


|i rialof York county. And it could not be received 


| without admitting that while it was in transitu, or 
while it was in possession of the officers of this 
House, it might be altered. And it was true that 
if a right to alter or erase existed, it might also ke 
done by addition, and if so, what became of the 
right to petition? The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
varia, [Mr. Wiixiws,] said in his place that he 
had received no communication from the petitioners 
| themselves, or from any persons at the meeting. 

He believed if a private petition were sent toa 
member, he might alter as might be necessary. 
But in this instance it was necessary for the Sen- 
ate to sanction or disapprove of it, and it appeared 
to him necessary to make a decision once for all 
in such cases, 

He (Mr. C.) was opposed to laying the paper 
on the table, which presupposed thatsit had been 
| received. He thought it ought not to be received 
atall. By parliamentary usage the first question 
| was, should the paper be received; and although 
| it was not put, yet it was a question which was 
į presupposed and comprehended: in the presenta- 
tion; and therefore he would make the motion that 
| the petition be not received, because it was. not 
| genuine, but aitered, and because it was couched 
| in language which ought not to be received by the 
| Senate. y p 
_ Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the prelim- 
inary. question always was, shall the paper be 
received? 

Mr. KANE said the subject seemed likely to 
receive serious consideration. Petitions in the 
grossest language against the presiding officer of 
the Senate had heretofore been received. The 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Prestow] 
said tHat the paper was in the hands of the officers 
of the Senate, and could not, and should not, be 
altered; and then said that it was to be presented 
He 
concurred with himin that responsibility, so far 
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as that no member should violate the rules of this 
body, and the same in relation to the presiding 
officer. If the paper was consistent with the rules 
of the Senate, he would present it. If itcontained 
charges against this body, it was his duty to with- 
hold it. What, then, was to be done? The right 
of petition was sacred, and one which could not 
be infringed; and what was to be done in this in- 
stance? The presiding officer had a duty to per- 
form. A Senator is attacked in a way which the 
presiding officer would not allow from one of his 
compeers on the floor, and the Senators interested 
had a right to strike out the offensive matter, so 
„far as it could be done consistently with preserving 
and securing to the people thegreat right of petition. 
Was not the Senate right to correct and regulate 
its proceedings so as to secure their own dignity? 
Has it nota right to protect itself against abuses? 
Without infringing the rights of the people, it may 
receive the paper, and direct it to a committee, to 
expunge the dbjectionable matter. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said, that a few days 
ago a very offensive memorial, containing highly 
derogatory expressions, was presented by some 
gentleman and objected to. We were then met 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Poix- 
pEXTER,] and told that the language there used 
was the court language, and, therefore, proper to 
be used in a memorial. Now, that gentleman ob- 
jects to this memorial because the matter is offen- 
sive, charging corruption to gentlemen of this | 
body. He (Mr. K.) had looked into the paper, 
and except the part which had been struck out, 
he perceived no direct or positive charges. The 
statements were altogether general, and not near 
so exceptionable as some resolutions which had 
been offered by the gentlemen here on their own 
responsibility. (Mr. K. here read the resolution | 
alluded to from the meeting of tin-plate workers | 
in Philadelphia.] Now, what could the gentle- 
men say upon this paper, when we had received 
memorials and resolations here, calculated to throw 
discredit on the Chief Magistrate of the nation 
and the presiding officer of this body? What was 
the character of this memorial, or rather preamble, 
for it was no part of the proceedings, the resolu- 
tions only having passed which embody what the 
memorialists have in view? It was customary, 
in presenting memorials, when there were offensive 
remarks in them against any member of Congress, 
to strike a pen across them, because it was not 
violating or affecting the objects sought to be 
attained. 

He did not agree with the gentleman from 


the Senate; but unless that was done, he must 
decline to present the memorial. The member took 
his pen and struck out the exceptionable clause, 
and in that shape the paper was presented by the 
Senator, received by the Senate, read, referred, and 
printed; and in that shape it is now upon our files. 
It was not the memorial which was sent here, but 
it was that memorial, altered as he had related. 
He (Mr. W.) met the presiding officer this morn- 
ing, and in a casual conversation he mentioned 
to Mr. W. his embarrassment in relation to the 
paper now before the Senate, in consequence of the 
offensive remarks contained in it towards a mem- 
ber of this body, and he (Mr. W.) related to him 
the circumstances which he had just detailed to 
the Senate.. He did not doubt that this conver- 
sation might have induced the presiding officer’s 
suggestion to the honorable Senators from the 
State from which this paper comes, and might have 
influenced them in striking out the paragraph from 
this paper. 

Now, without having entertained a thought that 
the Senator, in the case he had related, had done 
an improper act, or made an improper suggestion, 
in speaking to the member of the other House 
as to striking out the offensive matter from the 
memorial, the transaction furnished conclusive evi- 
dence to his mind that the Senator’s motives were 
highly honorable, and personally he felt under the 
strongest obligations to him for the course he had 
pursued. ‘ 

He would add one word more in reference to 


olina, (Mr. Presron.}] He (Mr. W.) always un- 
| derstood heretofore, and stili did, that every mem- 
ber of this body was responsible for any paper 
he presented to this body, and that the presiding 
officer was equally responsible for papers he pre- 
sented to the Senate; but Mr. W. did not under- 
stand that papers directed to the presiding officer, 
with a request that he will lay them before the 
Senate, were any more in the possession of this 
body than papers thus sent to any other member 
of the body; and he, therefore, supposed that the 
instance of the alteration of a paper, which he had 
related, was in all respects parallel to the case now 
before the Senate. Any attempt to distinguish the 
cases does not seem to be possible. 

Mr. WEBSTER having suggested that if the 
Vice Present now believed that the paper was 
one which ought not to have been presented to the 
Senate, the Senate ought to grant him leave to 
withdraw it. He merely made the suggestion upon 
| the supposition that the presiding officer was satis- 


South Carolina, [Mr. Canuoun,] that it was a 
question as to the reception of the paper. The 
rule of the Senate requires the contents of a me- 
merial to be briefly stated, but when-it is read, 
it is in possession of the Senate. By the Manual, 
the silence of the House, or dispensing with the 
formality of reading, was a reception of it. He: 
wag surprised at the honorable gentleman from | 
South Carolina, (Mr. Presron,] protesting against | 
the course which had been pursued by the hon- | 
oraðle Senators from Pennsylvania. Nothing had | 
been done, but what was proper to be done. 
awas nothing but expunging the offensive matter. : 
And he would enter his protest againstany attempt | 
Senate had any disposition to change a memorial | 
presented here. ` | 
Mr. WRIGHT said he rose to state a fact, as ! 
he thought bearing directly upon what had been | 
harshly termed the mutilation of the paper new 
under consideration, and he did it under a convic- 
tion that he was bound to do it as an act of justice 
to the presiding officer, A few days ago a memo- 
rial from the Stateof New York, from the county 
of Warren, in that State, was transmitted to an 
honorable Senator not from that State, with a re- 
uest that he would present it to the Senate; that | 
honorable Senator, upon examining the memorial, | 
found in ita clause which he considered as cov- | 
taining offensive matter (said Mr. W.) towards ! 
himself. The honorable Senator, as he (Mr. W.) | 
subsequently learned from him, handed the me- 
morial to a member of Congress from that State, 
being in the vicinity of the petitioners, and told that | 
member of Congress, if he considered himself au- ; 
thorized to strike out of the memorial the offensive 
clause, he should be willing to comply with the 
request of the petitioners, and present the paper to 


It 


t 
to influence the public mind that any officer of the 4 


fied the paper was exceptionable, and such a one 
as ought not to have been presented. 

When the debate closed, and before putting the 
question on the motion made by Mr. Cray that 
the memorial should not be received, the VICE 
PRESIDENT rose and observed in substance— 

That it was with much regret that the Chair felt 
| itself compelled to detain the Senate at so Jate an 


hour by any observations of its own, upon a sub- | 


J 
t 


But as the question to be decided was in its nature 


one of order, in respect to which it was not only 


f, but conformable also to parliament- 


pa 


ings.?? By this provision of the Constitution the 
rules of order in its proceedings are subjected to 


other and express pro 
This right has been exercised by the Senate by 
means of the rules which it has from tme to ume 
established. 


j 
| 
| 
j 
| 
! 
i order shall be decided by the President, subject, 
ii nevertheless, to an appeal to the Senate. Vhey 
| provide further, that the President may call for 


s 


i 
i 


what had fallen from the Senator from South Car- į 


ject which had been already so fully discussed. | 


the legislation of the Senate without restriction, | 
other than such as may be found to result from | 
visions of the Constitution. | 


{ 


i 


uthorized to ** determine the rules of its proceed- | 


|| to the Senate. it has, on the contrary, 


These rules provide that every question of | it to be a portion of that duty to withhold such 


the sense of the Senate on any question of order.: 
This latter provision.is peculiar to this body, and 
its rules are, in that respect, unlike those of the 
other branch of the Legislature. But. little con- 
versant with questions of order, and anxious to 
regulate its course by the best lights that could be 
obtained, the Chair thought it proper, at an early 
day, to look into the practical interpretation which 
had been given to the authority thus conferred on 
it by those who had preceded the present: incum- 
bent in the occupation of the chair. Upon that 
examination it was found thatit had generally been 
the practice of the Chair, and especially. upon im- 
portant points of order, to take the sense of the 
Senate in respect to them in the first instance, when- 
ever there was, in its judgment, sufficient question 
as to the proper course of proceeding to render such 
a step advisable. Having regard:to the character 
and construction of the body, this mode of proceed- 
ing appeared to the presiding officer to be not only 
discreet in itself, but he thought it would give to 
this peculiar provision an effect more conformable 
to the respect which was justly due to the Senate 
from a presiding officer not chosen by itself. The 
Chair, therefore, felt no difficulty in adopting itas 
a rule for its own conduct. Why that course could 
not be pursued upon the first presentation of the 
papers in question, consistently with other and 
paramount considergtions, and why it is not only 
most proper, but highly desirable, that the sense’ 
of the Senate should now be taken upon the im- 
mediate question before it, he trusted would be. ` 
made quite obvious in the succeeding observations, 


j which he felt it his duty to submit. 


The subject-matter out of which the present 
question has arisen, presents two points for decis- 
ion; that is to say, first, Does a communication . 
intended to be laid before the Senate through the 
medium of the presiding officer, from the moment 
of its reception by the Chair, become, ipso facto, 
as is contended, the property and part of the ar- 
chives of the Senate, so as to deprive the Chair of 
all discretion, as to the disposition to be made of 
it, without the approbation of the body? And, if 
that be not the case, then, secondly, Under what 
responsibility does the Chair rest to the Senate, 
in regard to the character of the communications 
which it suffers to reach the body through its 
agency. s a 

These are certainly questions of a very grave 
character, well deserving the deliberate considera- 
tion of the Senate. They are questions in respect 
to which there would seem to be a diversity of 
opinion among the members; and it is certainly 
far from being the intention of the Chair to pass, 
in this form,upon the correctness of the conflicting 
deductions which have,-in this respect, been drawn 
from the premises before us, by honorable Sena- 
tors. Its only purpose ig, to state its own views, 
and in doing so, it feels that it may safely assume, 
that if it be correct to say that the Chair has no 
rightful authority over communications addressed 
to it for the use of the Senate; no right to return 
them to those from whom they came; to deliver 
them over to their representative on this floor, and 
withhold them from the Senate, then most clearly 
the Chair cannot be held responsible for the con- 
tents of any paper thus presented. It can’ only be 
necessary to state this. proposition, to render the 
incongruity and injustice of the opposing preten- 
sions obvious to the meanest capacity ,nnd to secure 
its rejection by every unprejudiced mind. What, 
then, is the true rule as to the power and duties of 
! the Chair, in regard to the disposition of papers 
addressed to it, with a view to their submission 
i to the Senate? Could the Chair allow itself to 


| consult its convenience only, and to relieve itself 


from responsibility, there is no rule that could be 
| suggested by which those objects would be more 
effectually accomplished, than that which has been 
contended for, by which its office, in this respect, 


acter, and by which every paper received by it 
for the use of the Senate is at once converted 
into a portion of the Senatorial archives. But the 
Chair has not been able to satisfy itself thatit 


could thus be relieved from a duty which it owed 
considered 


communications, as, in the exercise of its best dis- 
` cretion, it considered to be so framed, as torender 
l their presentation Inconsistent witfthe respect due 


246 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


March 17, 


F 
tothe Senate, as weld as such as were, from other 
considerations, justly subject to the operation of 
the same rule. . Scarcely a week passes in which 
communications are not received by the Chair, 
with a request to have them laid before the Senate, 
in respect to which it is apparent that their authors 
are suffering under mental aberrations. Commu- 
nications of this sort, of which many are constant- 
ly-in the possession of the Chair, would, on the 
supposition referred to, be entitled to the disposi- 
tion which is claimed for the paper under consid- 
eration. š : 

But the. exercise of the discretion referred to, | 
has not been confined by the Chair to papers of 
this description, which might justly be regarded as 
extreme cases. It has, on the contrary, felt it to | 
be.within the line of its duty to withhold from the 
Senate communications which, however high and 


sound the source from which they emanated, con- || 


tained reflections upon the Senate plainly deroga- 
tory to its honor. Itis but a few weekssince that 
the Chair received, with a request to lay. them be- 
fore the Senate, the proceedings of a public meet- 
iug held in the city of Philadelphia, which, it was 
obvious, had been a very large one,and which the 
Chair does not doubt to have been also very repect- 
able, in which the severest censure was denounced 
against this body, for an act in which the present 
incumbent of the Chair happened to have had a 
particular interest. Under the influence of the | 
sense of duty which has been expressed, the Chair 
did not hesitate to deliver the paper to one of the 
Senators from that State, with a request that it 
should be respectfully returned to the source from 
which it had come, with the information that the 
Chair felt it to be inconsistent with its duty to lay 
a paper containing such matter before the Senate. 
The Chair would have preferred in this, as it would 
in every similar case, to have pursued the course 
authorized by the rules of the Senate, and which 
has heretofore, in other respects, been so exten- 

_ sively adopted, of taking the sense of the Senate, 
in the first instance, upon the propriety of receiv- 
ing the pre in question. But it has hitherto 
appeared to the Chair that that could not well he 
done without exposing the Senate to the indignity 
against which the discretion exercised by the Chair 
was calculated to protect it, viz: the indignity of 
having a paper read to it which reflected upon its 
character and motives. 

The Chair has thought it proper to be thus par- 
ticular in the statement of its views and practice, 
to the end, that if the opinion which has been so 
confidently advanced, that every paper received 
by the Chair becomes the property of the Senate, 
subject to its exclusive disposition, be that of the 
body, the fact may be authoritatively announced, 
either in the form of a rule or decision of the Sen- 
ate, and thus. made the rule of conduct for the 
future. If such a rule were adopted, the respect 
which the Chair entertains for the body over which 
jt has the honor to preside, as well as a sense of 
duty, will induce it to carry the same into execu- 
tion. But the Chair has felt itself constrained to 
regard this as an erroneous view of the subject, 
and it has already stated its own impressions as to | 
the nature and extent of the responsibility under | 
which, it rested to the Senate, in the discharge of 
this portion of its official duties. 

In taking upon itself the exercise of the discre- 
tion before stated, the Chair was by no means 
unapprized of the extent and delicacy of the re- 
sponsibility which, without previous reference to | 
the wishes of the Senate, it assumed, but which it 
cheerfully encountered with the view of upholding | 
the true dignity of a body, to the advancement of 
whose highest interest it had determined to devote 
itself. ; 

The difficulties of a successful discharge of this 
trust in the particular case under consideration, 
had, moreover, been in no small degree increased 
by the course which was taken by the Senate, and 
by the character of the debate, on the part of some 
of its members, in two cases similar in principle, 
which have recently been acted upon. It was well 
known that the Senate, although its attention was | 
directly called to their exceptionable character, de- | 
cided in those cases to receive papers which, on 
account of the reflections they respectively con- 
tained upon the body and its presiding officer, 


they refused to refer or to print; and that in the i! 


discussion whi€h arose upon their presentation, 


| the principle was distinctly and solemnly avowed, | 


i 
| 


that in a period like the present, it did not belong 
to the Senate to prescribe to'a suffering people the 
‘language in which they should call upon their 
‘representatives for a redress of grievances. 
| these proceedings the Chair was not inclined, on 


account of its relation to the subject, to take part; į 


| nor could. it, perhaps, have done so with propriety 
if its inclinations had been otherwise. 

Although, as has been observed, the difficulties 
of the Chair in the performance of this part of its 
duties, atall times delicate, were thereby unavoid- 
ably increased, its opinion was not changed in 
respect to the principles which it had adopted. 
Acting upon that principle, the Chair declined to 
submit the proceedings in question to the Senate, 
although well satisfied of the respectability of the 
source from whence they emanated, because they 
contained improper reflections upon one of its 
members by name. Although the Chair partici- 
pated so far, at least, in the sentiments alluded to, 
as to be willing to extend the most liberal indul- 
gence to the right of petition, it could not regard 
it as consistent with the peculiar relations in which 
it stood towards this body, to permit othersto say.: 
to it, ina petition presented through the agency 
of the Chair, that for which it would be the duty of 
the Chair to call a Senater to order, when uttered | 
orally in respect to one of his compeers on this 
floor. The Chair, therefore, delivered the paper 
to one of the Senators” from Pennsylvania, and 


H 


i 
t 
| 


f accompanied it by a declaration that unless he 


and his colleague felt themselves authorized to 
suppress the exceptionable matter, the Chair could 
not reconcile it to its sense of duty to present it 
to the Senate. Upon that question the Chair did 
not, of course, express its opinion; but it regards 
it as due, as well to the honorable Senators from ! 
that State as to itself, to say, thatif it had regarded | 
such an act on their part to be liable to any just 
exceplion, it would never have submitted the 
paper to them with any such suggestion. It did 
not so regard it; and, least of all, could it have 
anticipated that an act done under the circum- 
stances, and from the motives by which it was 
characterized, would have elicited the exceptions 
which hav. been made to it. The facts and cir- 
cumstances of the case were now before the Sen- 
ate; and whatever difference of opinion may exist 
as to their effect upon the question of the validity 
of the paper in its present state, the Chair is quite 


of the motives by which the transaction has been 
characterized. 

This, however, is not the only objection that 
has been raised against the presentation of the 
paper. It was objected by an honorable Senator 
that these proceedings, the erasure ofea part of 
which is deemed so objectionable, are but a part 
of acommon newspaper, without even the auto- 
graph signature of any of the presiding officers, 


admissibleaccording to parliamentary usage. That 
objection has, however, been fully answered by 
the reading of the original letter from the commit- 
tee appointed by the meeting to communicate its 
proceedings to the Chair, and which is before the 


which had been overlooked by the acting Secre- 
tary of the Senate. 

But it is farther objected that the paper in ques-- 
tion does still contain exceptionable matter, inas- 
much as it charges the corruption of Congress 
by the bank. The Chair has no hesitation to 
say, that if the paper had appeared to it to be 
susceptible of that construction, it would not have 
deemed it proper, upon its own mere motion, 


power of the Chair to give its contents, extended | 
as they are, they did not strike the Chair as | 


the bank to corrupt Congress and the press. Nor | 
is the Chair now satisfied that the proceedings in | 
| question, although upon the examination to which ! 
| they have been subjected by the Senate, they are 

certainly found to contain many injurious insinu- 
ations, do contain the charge of practised ¢orrup- 
tion of the Legislature. The Chair, perhaps, 
owes it to itself to state, that before presenting 
the proceedings, it suggested to the Senator more 
directly referred to by them, its willingness to 


In! 


confident there can be none as to the correctness | 


| or other mark of authenticity; and, therefore, not į 


Senate in the state in which it was received, but | 


charging more than a disposition upon the part of |i 


hold them up for furtheradvisement and examina- 
tion, and thatit was in consequence of hearing 
from that Senator that he had a response to the 
proceedings in his possession, that he would prob- 
ably make some observations upon them, and 
that he would prefer to have them presented forth- 
with, that the Chair was induced to present them 
this morning. But, whatever may be the just 
construction of their contents, it is in the power 
of the Senate to make such a disposition of them, 
upon the motion made by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, as may be deemed most consistent with 
justice and the respect that is due to the body. 

In regard to the suggestion that the Chair should > 
ask permission to withdraw the paper, it has only 
to say, that it thinks it in every respect desirable 
that the Senate should itself now express an opin- 
ion upon the point presented to its consideration 
by the pending motion. Such a decision is par- 
ticularly important in the present agitated state of 
the country, and in view of the great probability 
that cases of the same kind may again arise, if not 
prevented by the formal decision of the Senate, 
To have taken its opinion upon the subject in the 
first instance under the rule of the Senate, would 
have been the choice, of course, of the Chair, had 
it not been for the difficulty which has bcen refer- 
red to. The subject is now before the Senate. 
Whatever room there may be fora difference of 
opinion as to the strict propriety of the course 
which had been taken, there cannot be any, it is 
hoped, in respect to the motives and intentions 
which prompted to that course. Upon this point, 
the Chair does not feel itself to be under the slight- 
est necessity to indulge in protestations or assu- 
rances of any kind. It is fully persuaded that no 
unprejudiced mind will, for a moment, hesitate in 
believing, that its conduct in the whole matter has, 
so far at least as intention is involved, been con- 
trolled by the principles which were avowed by the 
Chair at the threshold of its duty, and which, it is 
well assured, have been most faithfully adhered to. 
Why, then, should the decision of the Senate be 
superseded through its agency? It can perceive 
no good reason for such a course, whilst many are 
opposed to its adoption. Independently of the 
intrinsic importance of such a decision, there are 
other considerations of a ‘still more imperative 
character, 

As has already been stated, the Senate has here- 
tofore decided to receive communications from 
the people upon this subject, which, on account of 
the injurious reflections they contained, as well on 
the Senate as on its presiding officer, it refused to 
| commit or print, ‘The subject having, then, enter- 

ed into the deliberation and decision of the Senate, 
it is desirable that all further action upon it should 
be under its control, when that can, as in the pres- 
ent case, be done without impropriety. Again, a 
grave question has been made, and fully discussed, 
as to the control of Senators over the communica- 
tions of their constituents, under circumstances 
like the present. It is proper, also, that that point 
should be settled by the Senate. To render the 
proposed course admissible on the part of “the 
Chair, there should at least be unanimity on the 
part of the Senate in desiring it. Such appears not 
to be thecase. Itis notonly expressly objected to 
by Senators, but there obviously appears to be a 
diversity of opinion amongst the members upon 
the abstract question, whether the paper should be 
| received or not. Under such circumstances, and 

without noticing an objection of order, which 
| would render the step impropet without unani- 
, mous consent—a consent which has already been 
i refused—the Chair cannot. but think that it will 
; best dischargeits duties to all parties, by allowing 
i the question before the Senaie, and upon which 
the yeas and nays have been already ordered, to 
be taken, 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
PRESTON, BIBB, FORSYTH, and others, when 
the question, ‘* Willthe Senate receive the paper ?” 
was negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane,King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Mor- 
i ris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, W hite, 
Wilkins, and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
| Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Leigh, 
i Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, 
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Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard ,Sprague,Swift, 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, and Webster—24. 

So the Senate refused to receive the proceedings 
of the York county meeting. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to recharter 
the Bank of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, at a quarter 
before six o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 17, 1834. 


Mr. Wirt1am Jackson, elected a Representative 
from Massachusetts, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 


The SPEAKER announced the Virginia reso- 


lutions as the unfinished business of Monday last; 
Mr. Pixcxyey, of South Carolina, being entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked leave of the House 
to submit a motion to call the States for the recep- 
tion of petitions and memorials. 

Mr. PINCKNEY would yield the floor, he 
said, to the gentleman from Massachusetts, for the 
purposgof enabling him to present the resolutions 
of his State, with the understanding that, after he 
had presented them, he (Mr. P.) should have an 
opportunity to proceed with his remarks. 

After some further conversation, Mr. PINCKNEY 
Jielded the floor, for the purpose of calling all the 

tates in order, in compliance with the wishes of 
the House. . ; A 

Mr. JARVIS, of Maine, presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Eastport, Maine, praying 
the restoration of the deposites.. Read, and or- 
dered to be printed. - 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial of similar 
import, from citizens of some place in Maine, the 
name of which we could not hear. 

The memorial, without reading, wasordered to 
be printed. 

he SPEAKER presented to the Housea com- 
munication signed by John C. Churchill and 
others, of Portland, in Maine, submitting to the 
House explanations in regard to some statements 
made on the floor of the House by a Representa- 
tive from Maine, in relation to a memorial some 
weeks ago presented to the House, from a portion 
of the citizens of Portland. The letter having 
been read— 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said, the communica- 
tion which has just been read, quotes a portion of 
the remarks which he had the honor to submit to 
the House on the occasion of his presenting certain 
resolutions emanating from the city of Portland, 
relating to the public deposites. I ask the indul- 
gence of the House in making a few observations 
respecting it. 

Leave being granted, Mr. S. proceeded— _ 

Although the communication has been written 
in a spirit of complaint, it will be found, upon ex- 
amination, not to controvert any of the statements 
which he had previously made to the House. The 
gentlemen, said he, who have sent it here, know 
full well, and the community surrounding them 
know full well, that the truth would not bear out 
such a contradiction of me. DE 

What, sir, says this communication? Why 
that these eight gentlemen are not, and have nòt 
been, opponents of the National Administration. 
Sir, did I so represent them, be the fact how it 
may? Not at all. The language which they 
quote from me does not so represent them; and 
these gentlemen, therefore, only exhibitthemselves 
in the suspicious attitude of pleading not guilty to 
a charge which had not been made against them. 
And what does the fact argue to an intelligent 
mind? Sir, a conscience void of offence fears no 
accuser. A conscience that is guilty of offence, 
needs no accuser. ; 

But, sir, these gentlemen have not been pleased 
to quote the definite language which I used. I 

said, sir, that a majority of the signers of the resolu- 
tions had their names no less distinctly associated 
with every measure of opposition to the Adminis- 
tration. which had been at any time concerted in 
the city of Portland. And doa majority of them 
deny it? Notatall. Do even these eight gentle- 


men deny it? Not at all. The gentlemen to 
whom I thus alluded have been too open, too de- 
cided, and, as I have no doubt, too honest in their 
hostility to the Administration, to deny it here or 
elsewhere. They are, sir, as I willingly bear testi- 
mony, notof that class of politicians in Maine who 


| are capable of professing a friendship for the Ad- 


ministration which they do not feel. Besides, sir, 
I have before me documents* which bear their sig- 
natures to most decided, unequivocal, and unmeas- 
ured denunciations of the Administration. Thus 
was I fortified by truth in my representation. 

I did not mean to include, and I did not include— 
for I said only what I meant, and what I am now 


ready to reassert—1 did not include. the writers’ 


of this communication among the open opponents 
of the Administration, nor with the majority of 
whomel spoke. But, sir, I might have said of at 
least six in the eight gentlemen, that which will 
account to the House for the extreme sensitiveness 
which they now manifest at a charge which I did 
not make against them. I might have said, sir, 
that they were, and still are, members of a faction 
in Portland, who supported a bought-up press in 
that city that was opposed to the election of both 
the Administration candidate for Governor in 
Maine, and the Administration candidate for Con- 
gress in Cumberland district—of a faction, sir, so 
weak and impotent as to obtain no more than 407 
votes of about 7,500 given in that district; and 
this, too, notwithstanding they were marshalled, 


* The following extracts from the documents to 
which Mr. Smith alluded, issued at Portland, just 
preceding the last presidential election, sanctioned 
by the names of a majority of those who signed 
the above-named ‘‘ no party” resolutions as com- 
mittee-men, and with whom theabove letter-writers 
are now in communion on the bank question. The 
first document commences in the following no 
party strain: 

“ The subscribers, merchants and ship-holders 
‘of Portland, who have never before acted together 
t but for commercial purposes, nor even attempted, 
© as a body, to influence the political opinions of their 
‘ fellow-men, although it will not be denied, per- 
t haps, by any ship-holder here, that they have had 
‘the power to a much greater degree than has ever 
‘been believed by their townsmen, who are not 
‘engaged in commerce, have come to the conclu- 
‘sion, after much and careful inquiry, that it is 
+ now their duly to manifest their political opinions, 
‘without reserve; and to call upon their fellow- 
‘ sufferers, who are engaged in navigation, or other- 
‘wise dependent upon trade or the mechanic arts 
‘ for the support of their families,&c. * * * 
‘ Hitherto, it has been comparatively of no conse- 
‘quence to the merchants of the United States 
‘who was President of the United States. Now 
‘it has become a matter of life and death, as they 
‘ believe.” i 


Then follows a long appeal against the reëlec- 
tion of President Jackson. 

The second document, emanating from the same 
source, says: ‘ We address ourselves to no party,” 
&c. ‘* Mostofusarenopoliticians. Many have 
‘ never before meddled with politics, &c. Many 
‘are about leaving the stage, &c. However we 
“may differ in all other things, we unite in a de- 
‘sire that this may be regarded as no party ques- 
t tion,” &c. The document then proceeds to say 
of the President, “ after four years of trial, under 
‘every advantage of popularity and predeter- 
‘mined favor, multitudes of his warmest friends 
‘have been obliged to abandon him; while others 
‘declare that he has not only done all that was 


‘foretold of him by his ungenerous adversaries, | 


‘but more and worse; and that had anything like 
‘tthe truth been apprehended, he would never 
‘ have reached the place he now occupies.” ‘* Be- 
t fore his elevation, he professed to love his coun- 
‘try, and to revere the Constitution; and even his 
‘t adversaries believed him, and attributed his errors 
“toa mistaken but honest zeal. Notwithstanding 
t which, by a series of DIRECT usuRPATIONS, &., 
the has set himself ebove his associated co-execu- 
“tive, the Senate of the United States—above the 
< supreme judiciary —above the supreme legislative 
t power—thereby constituting himself the common 
‘superior of the Senate, the judiciary, and the 
< Congress of these United States of America.” 


p 


j restoration of the public deposites. 


and led on, and urged on, by an ex-minister pleni- 
potentiary to the Netherlands—-by. a judge and. 
clerk of the district court of the United States, who ` 
opened the court-room of the. Government, night. 
after night, to caucus and discipline’ their little 
squadron of political disorganizers in, and by the 
city postmaster, and the collector of the! port of - 
Portland, who had in his trainsome three or four 
subordinate officers, appointed but. a ‘short time 
before for the special purpose—yes, for novother 
reason under heaven than that of wielding an 
additional influence against the Administration 
arty. ; : ; 

Sir, called upon, as I have been by this letter, 
to be thus particular in’ explaining ‘the political 
relationship of the gentlemen who have sent it, 
I feel also bound to say, that such as the facts 
stated imply, is also the character of their friend- 
ship for the Administration. They do indeed 
profess friendship for the Administration, but they 
have recourse to measures, in conjunction with its 
most relentless opponents, calculated to defeat it, 
and overwhelm it in disgrace. They do, indeed, 
profess friendship for the President, and their arms 
are nerved amid proffered assurances of ready 
support of him. But, sir, their arms are in fact ` 
nerved only for an opportunity of thrusting home 
more successfully to the vitals of his exalted fame, 
me daggers: which are concealed beneath their 
robes: wots eek 

Sir, it has been the signal fortune of Président 
Jackson, since presiding over the affairs of this 
nation, to have many such sunshine friends in 
different sections of the Union—men who are 
capable of betraying, under cover of a friendship 
not felt, butlacking moral courage to meet him and 
his measures in open combat, under the unfurled 
banner of that hostility which ranklesat their hearts. 
But in despite of them, sir; he has triumphed as 
man never before triumphed. In despite of them, 
the gratitude and admiration of the American 
people—of a free, intelligent, independent people 
—have borne him on from one point, of. honor to 
another, and from one position of glory to another, 
until language itself fails in capacity to express the 
fall measure of exaltation, which the hearts. of the 
great mass of his countrymen most cheerfully | 
accord to. f PAS 

But, sir, what more do these eight of the twenty- 
four gentlemen say? Why, that they are not 
friendly to a recharter of the United States Bagk. 
Sir, I did not so represent them. The language 
which they quote from me does not so represent 
them. And again are they seen pleading not 
guilty to a charge that was not made against them. 
I said, they are friends to the bank: and do not 
‘their measures make good the declaration? It does 
not require a magician to see that the bank hag 
many friends who are not yet committed in favor 
of itsrecharter. Itrequires not a prophet to fore- 
tell that the bank will'rely, as it does now rely; 
upon many who are opposed to its recharter on 
high constitutional grounds, for support of meas- 
ures which are of vital importance to it. And are 
not such persons to be regarded as friends of the 
bank? i : 

Sir, there are but two sides to the great question 
now agitating the country. 

[The SPEAKER said it was not in order to dis- 
cuss the merits of the bank question.} 

I was intending only to say, sir, (said Mr. 8.,) 
that those who acted at all at this crisis, and who 
act not in support of the Administration, act on the 
side of the bank, and in a spirit of friendship for 
the bank. What, sir, do the resolutions of these 
gentlemen ask? A restoration—an immediate 
i And is not 
this in a spirit of friendship for the bank? . Ts it 
not in opposition to the Administration?—to the 
great distinguishing feature of the Administragion? 
a feature which, if not sustained, will overwhelm 
the Administration with defeat? Sir, it is among. 
this class of friends to the bank that J represent 
these gentlemen. It is among this class that the. 
community in which they reside will assign them, 
a place. pie bag 
‘| In conclusion, sir, permit me to add, that if 
there be any issue between these gentlemen and 
myself upon this subject, most gladly wall I go 
with it, ata proper time, to the people surround- 
ing them. That people know them even a8 Lknow 
ii them. I respect, them, sir, as that people respect 
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them. I hold them as they hold them, ‘f enemies 
in war, in peace friends,” ete Sue 4 
' = Mr. Sma concluded with a motion to print thé 
letter. : i 
-< Mr, J. Q. ADAMS presented certain resolutions 
‘adopted by the Legislature of the Commonwealth 
"of Massachusetts, in relation to the currency and 
` the removal. of the deposites from. the. Bank of the 
United ‘States. Mr, A. proceeded to. read and 
comment. upon the preamble and the several reso- 
Jutions.. In conclusion, he said he was not, on 
‘this occasion, authorized to speak for any of his 
‘colleagues. Each one of them was able to speak for 
himself, ` Speaking for himself, he would say, he 
entirely. concurred in the views expressed in the 
resolutions. - He moved that the resolutions be 
réad, printed, and laid on the table. He, at the 
‘game time, laid upon the table a resolution in con- 
nexion with. the subject, which he should call up, 
when the subject was taken up, inits order. The 
resolution is as follows: 
Resolved, That the resolutions of the Legislature 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in rela- 
“tion to the currency, &c., be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report a plan for 
continuing to the people the advantages resulting 
to them from.a national bank. ` 
Mr. POLK rose and requested the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to withdraw his motion, for 
& moment, to permit him to make a few remarks. 
The motion was withdrawn, and Mx, POLK 
having obtained the leave of the House, made 
some remarks in vindication of the President from 
the unjust and injurious imputations cast upon him 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. PINCKNEY rose to speak on the subject, 
but his remarks were arrested by the Chair, 
_ Mr, PINCKNEY asked leave of the House to 
eontinue his remarks, and the House refused leave. 
Mr. ADAMS renewed his motion to lay on the 
table and print; and it was agreed to. 


MEMORIAL FROM BOSTON. 


Mr. GORHAM presented a memorial from six 
or seven thousand mhabitants of the city of Bos- 
ton, which (he said) they were induced to. send a 
second time, asking for relief from Congress, under 
the present state of things, which appeared to him 
(Mr. G.) to be growing from bad to worse. He 
moved to have the memorial laid on the table, and 
printed, with the names; giving notice, that when 
the other petition fram the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts on this subject should be taken up and 
referred, be would then move that this should have 
a similar direction given to it. 

Mr. CLAY called for a division of the question, 
as he considered it was perfectly useless to print 
the names. 

The memorial having been laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed, the question then being on 
the printing of the names— 

Mr. GORHAM remarked, that hitherto, from 
various motives, it had been the practice of the 
House to have the names appended to the memo- 
rials, presented on this subject printed. It might 
be necessary to ascertain names, that it ‘might be 
shown that the signers of the memorials consisted 
of the greater number of the qualified voters, with 
others in Boston. He would ask, what ground of 
objection there could be to the printing of this 
memorial more than any other? 

Mr. CLAY objected to the printing of thenames 
on the ground of the utter inatility of the practice, 
and as producing an expense which ought. to be 
avoided. It wasa practice that had grown up this 
session, so far as his observation had gone, and it 
was time thatit should be discontinued. He could 
assure the gentleman from Massachusetts that he 
would have made the same objection if the petition 
had come from the other side of the question. 

Mf. E..EVERETT advocated the. printing, as 
he said that the expense would be inconsiderable, 
and as a counter petition would hereafter be pre- 
sented, the names to which he himself would move 
to have printed. It would give an opportunity to 
scrutinize the character of the signers to each, and 
determine the weight that should be attached to 
each of the representations made by them. 

Mr. PARKER considered that as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, who presented the memorial, 
could state the character of the signers, this would 
be ‘sufficient for the House; he had described that 


it was signed by all the qualified voters, and more, 
too,in Boston; his word was therefore sufficient. 
The practice was novel, and ought not to be en- 
couraged, as leading to unnecessary expense, and 
could do no good. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY rose for the- purpose of 


correcting some errors into which the two honor- j 


able members, from Alabama, [Mr. Ciay,] and 
from New Jersey, (Mr. Parxer,] had fallen. It 
was not a novel practice to print the names to 
petitions. On the contrary, it-was the early prac- 
tice to have the names invariably printed, and it 
was a new practice not to do so. Many frauds 
had been committed in getting up petitions; he 
therefore thought it was necessary that the names 
should be printed, that means of detecting them, 
on whatever side they were presented, should be 
afforded. é 

Mr. BAYLIES said, that he must consider it 
would bea very invidious distinction now to refuse 
to this petition that which had been done to all the 
others that had been presented on this subject this 
session. He was in favor of the printing, and 
would consider it a mark of disrespect, which 
ought not to be evinced, to withold it. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY was opposed to the print- 


ing. 

Mr. BARRINGER was in favor of it. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, and Mr. GRENNELL 
spoke at some length in favor of the motion to print 
the names. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, in order to arrest the 
debate, moved to lay the motion to print the names 
on the table. 2 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was 
in order, and Mr. MERCER appealed from the 
decision, but subsequently withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. JONES withdrew the motion to lay on the 
table, under the supposition that the question on 
ne motion to print would be taken without further 

ebate. 

Mr. WAYNE spoke briefly in favor of the 
motion to print the names. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, renewed his motion 
to lay the motion to print on the table, and there- 
upon demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. : 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative: 

Yeas 79, nays 107. 

The question recurring on the motion to print 
the names, 

Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the affirmative: : 

Yeas 108, nays 78. 

Mr. LINCOLN presented, with some remarks, 
amemorial from six thousand two hundred and 
seven citizens of Worcester county, in Massachu- 
setts, representing the prevalence in that county of 
great public distress, praying relief by the restora- 
tion of the public deposites to the United States 
Bank, and condemning the project of a specie cur- 
rency. He called for the reading of the memorial, 
and moved thatit be printed and laid on the table, 
to take such direction as should be hereafter given 
to the resolutions presented from the Legislature 
of Massachusetts. 

The memorial was read and ordered to be 
printed, &c. 

Mr. H. EVERETT presented a memorial from. 
a number of delegates assembled in Wyndham 
county, Vermont, in which, he remarked, although 
they prayed for the restoration of the deposites to 
the Bank of the United States, yet they had not 
connected with it any request for the recharter of 
the bank. He considered that this petition came 
to the House from those who were not subject to 


| any bank influence, and that in giving their views, 


as they were hot influenced in favor of the bank 
by anything but an opinion of its general utility to 
the country, he hoped it would be received with 
the consideration to which it was entitled. 

The memorial was laid on the table and ordered. 
to be printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE presented a memorial, with 
certain resolutions, from seven hundred citizens of 
Buffalo. and its vicinity, called without reference to 
party, adopted on the 19th February last. 

Mr. F. was proceeding to address the House. at 
large, when ` 


The SPEAKER reminded him it was necessary 
to confine his remarks to a brief discussion of the 
contents of the memorial. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the indulgence of the 
House, to give some explanation of the former 
hostility which had prevailed in that district against 
the Bank of the United States. 

The House having refased— 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would only call for the 
reading of the memorial and resolutions. 

.The resolutions were then read, remonstrating 
against the removal of the deposites, and praying 
Congress to avert from them the ruin which they 


| alleged was impending over them in consequence 


of that, and praying for the recharter of the bank. 
Ele moved to have.the memorial laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, with the names.. - 

Mr. MANN, of New.York, wished to remark, 
that there was a branch of the Bank of the United 
States in the place from whence this memorial pro- 
ceeded. , 
The SPEAKER here interposed, as it was not in 
order to debate a motion to lay on the table. 

The memorial. was Jaid on the table, &c.; and, 
on motion of Mr. VINTON, 

The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, March 18, 1834. 


Two messages were received from the President 
of the United States, by Mr. Donerson, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, one upon executive business, the 
other communicating a letter from the Secretary 
of State, relative to the adjustment of claims under 
the Neapolitan treaty. ‘The message and docu- 
ments, on motion of Mr. WILKINS, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
; ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILKINS gave notice that he should to- 
morrow move the Senate to proceed to an election 
to fill the vacancy in the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, occasioned by the resignation of the 
Hon. Wituram.C. Rives. f i 


Mr. EWING, on leave asked and obtained, 
withdrew the papers relating to the claimg of the 
heirs of the late Thomas Worthington, deceased., 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the protest afid me- 
morial of a meeting composed of 6,841 citizens of 
Boston, held at Fanueil Hall, protesting against 
the removal of the public deposites from the Bank 
of the United States, and praying their restora- 
tion. 

After some remarks by. Messrs. WEBSTER, 
SILSBEE, and SPRAGUE, the memorial, &c.. 
were referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said he desired, in 
pursuance of notice previously given, to ask leave. 
to introduce a bill to continue in force for six years 

-the act incorporating the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States. Presuming on the indul- 
gence which the Senate always extends in. such 
cases, he would accompany the motion by a few. 
preliminary observations, and then propose the 
reference of the bill to the Committee on Finance, 
and when reported, to be disposed of as the state 
of public opinion might seem to require. The con- 
dition of the country was most extraordinary. In 
a state of ordinary prosperity, it was suffering’ 
severe distress. Commerce, which was hitherto 
active, was stopped; the manufacturing industry 
of the country was suspended; the labors of agri- 
culture were losing sight of their ordinary rewards; 
and yet the resources of the country were abundant 
and active, and the health of the country was 
favorable, not only for retaining its hitherto pros- 
perous condition, but for its rapid advancement to 
still greater heights of prosperity. Our condition 
was singular. It was like a strong man chained, 
who felt fall of health and unabated strength, but 
who had lost all power of performing his custom- 
ary action—every limb bound down by manacles,, 
with inherent vigor rendering him competent to do 


* 


| anything if he was but at liberty. We had nothing 


to do now but to unmanacle the country—to set the 
country free, It was trulya-singular situation. A 
sudden spell had smitten the body politic; its mem- 
bers were powerless, and the blood had ceased to 
circulate through its veins. Six months ago the 
aspect of the country was more gratifying than 
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had been exhibited for many years before. Com- | 
merce, manufacture, agriculture, everything, and 
every where throughout the whole land, wasin the 
highest state of prosperiety. A more healthy state 
of general business never existed in the country 
from the fall of 1832 to the fall of 1633. It was 
possible there had been some overtrading, but 
the general condition of the country was one of 
unprecedented prosperity and activity. The com- 
merce of the country was never surpassed. In 
1833 the exports were ninety millions, and the im- 
ports were one hundred and nine millions, and the 
active coastwise trade, up to October, 1833, never 
wassurpassed. The circulating medium, too, was 
full, and supposed to be safe, and now the change 
was such as to strike the minds of all. He had 
inquired into the probable receipts into the treasury 
for the current year, and he was much deceived if 
the effects of this treasury measure would not so 
affect the receipts of the revenue as to make ita 
little startling. The Secretary had estimated the 
amount to accrue from the customs at fifteen mil- 
lions, and the whole receipts into the treasury 
at eighteen millions, which, added to the balance 
in the treasury, would make a total of upwards of 
twenty-one millions, The estimated expenditures 
were twenty-three millions five hundrcd thousand | 
dollars, by which there would be a deficiency of 
about two millions; but no doubt this deficiency 
would be made up by uncalled for appropria- 
tions made for the year 1834. The subject, there- 
fore, was worthy the consideration of Congress. 
The Secretary makes no deduction for the reduc- 
tion of the revenue from the late measures, but he 
says, that in two years it, will be necessary to 
reinstate the duty on articles made free by recent 
laws. 

He (Mr. W.) had made a sort of estimate of 
the receipts at the custom-house for the last half 
of the year 1834, and the result of it was, that the 
deficiency would be near fifty per cent. He did 
not say that this would produce distress, but it | 
might delay the payment of the publicdebt. The | 
manufacturing interests, it was said, were last year 
menaced by the bill called Mr. Verplanck’s bill; 
but what was that to this interposition of the hand | 
of the Secretary of the Treasury into the public į 
treasuge of the country? Several cotton mills had 
already broken in some of the manufacturing 
States, besides several woolen factories. These | 
changes were going on everywhere. Go where 
you would, you would not find men enjoying the 
same cheerfulness and happiness as formerly. But 
then it had been said, how was it possible such 
great effects could result from such trifling causes? 
And he thought every ordinary observer, every 
thinking man, would perceive how it was. The 


State banks were actually less able to extend relief |; 7 
| proposed to introduce: 


tothe country, with the deposites, than they were 
without them. The Government had ten millions | 
in the United States Bank, andin two months it 

called out six millions, and the bank curtailed its 

Now, the deposites of 

a bank were one of its liabilities, and the State į 
banks felt the enhancement of their liabilities, with- 
out a corresponding enhancement of their means. 
This, then, was an attack on the commercial credit 
ofthe country, which was composed of bank notes, 
bills of exchange, &c., and unless we were to | 
repudiate all the lights of experience, we ought to 

maintain the beneficial exercise of this public credit; 
and public credit, too, depended on the security of 
good government, and of sound laws. Ours was 
a new country, and would continue to be a new 
country fora century to come. Land would be 
plenty in proportion.to personal capital; and it was 


a country where a high state of commercial credit 
would be the most useful; and this showed why it 
was that the recent action of the Secretary had 
this effect. 

But we were told that there was a war waging 
of the poor against the rich, against all monsters, | 


and against the men of small capital. And howis || 


it? We don’t leave the poor man where he was, 
paying six per cent. for his loans; but we put him | 
where he can be screwed down to twenty-five per 
cent., and thes enable the rich man to put his foot | 
upon his neck, and keep him down, He had no 
doubt that not less than twenty mil 
had been abstracted from the pockets of the poor, 
in the shape of extra interest, by this measure of | 
the Secretary. Weoughtto disabuse ourcountry 


Hons of dollars |: 


ef this ribaldry—a country which the world sees 
i needs credit and hanks. But the bank is a lionor 
a sucking dove, according to circumstances, We 
had heard much from the Senator from New York, 
(Mr. Wricur,] of the danger which the bank was 
to the liberty of the country. A bank with thirty- 
five millions dangerous to the liberty ofthis people! 
But how was it in the Stateof New York? Was 
it adeath-grasp there? New York hasher safety- 
fund system—a league of fifty-nine affiliated banks, 
the whole of which was moved by the touch ofa 
single finger. They might be under the super- 
vision of one single intellect, and yet there was 
no danger from this system to New York. But 
the whole twenty-four States of this Union cannot 
resist the Bank of the United States with a capital 
but little more than that employed in New York. 
It was time to put an end to this notion of banks 
being the instruments of political power. There 
were three classes of persons who were friendly to 
the bank; those who believed it to be constitu- 
tional, and indispensably necessary—others who 
believed it necessary, but that Congress possessed 
no power to establish a bank—and those who 
admitted the power, but who were opposed to the 
renewal of this bank. Then there was a class of 
miscellaneous opinions—some in favor of a hard 
money system; some in favor of more, and some 
of less Government influence; and the question 
was, whether there was any common ground on 
which so many could unite as to secure an ade- 
i quate remedy by Jaw for the necessities of the 
country. Can we agree on anything, and if so, 
what is it? Probably a majority of those who 
were opposed to the measures of the Secretary. 
were in favor of a national bank, perhaps of the 
present one. He preferred a permanent measure, 
that is, for fifteen or twenty years; but he hoped 
all who agreed with him, that if present relief 
could be obiained by means of the greatest con- 
cessions to opposite opinions, they would join 
him. To those who had constitutional scruples 
| he would say, that never was a subject of reproach 
| or fault-finding with him; but he put it to gentle- 
men, whether a more unconstitutional state cf 
things could exist than now exists, if Congress 
wereto make forty banks? There were also friends 
to anew bank, and he would say he was not an 
' enemy to a new bank; if this bill should pass, he 
would next Congress join for a new bank. But 
gentlemen must know that project could afford no 
effectual relief—the object was to adopt some 
measure capable of affording relief in the present 
emergency. The country expected Congress to 
do something—and he thought, if this could not 
be accomplished, we could do nothing to effect 
relief. 


The following is the bill which Mr. Wenster 


| A BILL to continue for the term of six years the 
act entitled ‘ An act to incorporate the subscri- 
bers to the Bank of the United States.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the act entitled ‘t An act to Incor- 
porate the subscribers of the Bank of the United 
States,” approved on the 10th day of April, in the 
year 1816, shall continue in full force and effect 
for the term of six years, from and after the period 


| of March, 1836. 


‘| And be it further enacted, That all public moneys | 


accruing to the United States, and becoming pay- 
l able from and after the passage of this act, is 
. places where the said back, or any of its offices, 
: is established, shall be depesited in the Bank of 


the United States, and -its offices, as heretofore; 
provided, that at any time after this act shall have 
been accepted, Congress may, by law. or joint 
resolution, cause such moneys to be withdrawn: 
and removed to any other custody or place of de- 

posite. - AE 

And be it further enacted, That, in consideration 
of the benefits and privileges conferred by this act, 
the said bank shall pay to the United States the 
annuity or yearly sum of two hundred thousand 
dollars, which said sum shall be paid by the said 
bank on the 4th day of March, in each and every 
year, during the said term of six years. 

And be it further enacted, That Congress may 
provide by law that the said bank shall. be re- 
strained, at any time after the 3d day of March, 
| 1836, from making, issuing, or keeping in circu- 

lation, any notes or bills of said bank, or any of 
its offices, of a less sum or denomination-than 
twenty dollars, 

And be it further enacted, That at any time-or 
times, within the last three years of the existence 
of said corporation, as continued by this aet, it 
shal] be lawful for the president and directors to 
divide among the several stockholders thereof, 
such portions of the capital stock cf the said cor- 
poration as they may have withdrawn. from active 
use, and may judge proper so to divide. 

And be it further enacted, That so much ‘of any: 
act or acts of Congress, heretofore ‘passed “and 
now in force, supplementary to, or in any wise 
connected with, the said original act of incorpora- 
tion, approved on the 10th day of April, in the 
year 1816, as is not inconsistent with this act, shall 
be continued in full force and effect. during the said 
six years after.the 3d day of March, 1836. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the president and ditectors of the said 
bank, on or before the first day of the next ses- 
sion of Congress, to signify to the President of 
the United States their acceptance, on behalf of 
the Bank of the United States, of the terms and 
conditions in this act contained, and if they shall 
fail to do so, on or before the day abovemen- 
tioned, then this act shall cease to be in forces ` 

Mr. LEIGH thought he ought to embrace the 
present occasion to indicate the course which he 
should feet himself bound to pursue on this great 
and interesting subject. The remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts seemed to require that 
he should state the position in which he stood. 
He would therefore state frankly the course he 
should pursue, and the reasons on which he should 
maintain it. The Legislattre of Virginia had sol- 
emnly declared its opinion that the United States + 
Government possessed no constitutional authority 
to establish a national bank; and the Senate must 
be aware that he accepted the trust which a seat 
here imposed upon him, knowing that these were 
the sentiments of the people of Virginia, and that 
he should not so far misrepresent them, as to vote 
for this or any other national bank. Fe concur- 
red in those resolutions of the Virginia Legisla- 
ture fully. f 

He (Mr. L.) thought there was no power in 
| Congress to establish a United States Bank. In 
the expression of this opinion, he did not wish to 
| be understood to say that it was a palpable assump- 
ition of power by the Government. It would be 
| presumption in*him to say, after the expression of 
opinion of so many distinguished men, and a 
majority of the sovereign States of this Union in, 
| favor of its constitutionality, that it was plainly 
| wrong. He believed he understood the argument 
under which its constitutionality was urged, but 
it had not convinced his understanding. lt was 
not claimed as an express delegation of power, but 
only as an incidental power. lt was claimed as 
incidental to the fiscal operations of the Govern- 
ment; and he admitted it might be convenient for 
, that purpose. He knew very well that the events 
; of this year might show that the putting down ` 
| of this bank wes only the prelude to raising up | 
| another in New York, to be controlled by the 


President of the United States. ` : 
: Mr. L. then spoke somewhat at length upon the 
| danger of placing a national bank and the revenues 
| of the country at the power and within the dis- 
‘posal of the President, and condemned the re- 
| moval of the deposites, as an act which placed the 
| 


deposite banks under the President’s control; 
When Mr. L. concluded, Mr, WRIGHT took 
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the floor, and after expressing a wish to reply to 


Mr. Leren, on his motion, before the question of 
> Jeave was taken, i 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
° Tusspay, March 18, 1834. 


' Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, reported a bill 
for the relief of Jesse Smith and others. 
‘Mr. BINNEY, an act to remit theduty-on loco- 


motive engines heretofore imported, and to allow |! 


their future importation duty free. Also, a bill 
for the relief of John F. Onl; and an act to remit 
ertain duties on goods imported by Alexander 
De Launay; and í 

Mr. CONNOR, a bill for the relief of Patrick 
Green; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
K ytes; which was read twice, committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and made the 
ord r of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
A. Barnes, assignee of John Anderton, which 
was read twice and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow, and the report and bill ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LEAVITT, a bill granting an additional 
quantity of land (150,000 acres in addition to the 
quantity heretofore appropriated) for the satisfac- 
tion of bounty land warrants. 


Mr, R. M. JOHNSON, a bill for the erection || 


of a national armory on the western waters, 

Mr: CASEY, a bill for the relief of John De- 
ment. . 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, a bill for the relief of 
Robert Dickey, of New York. 

‘Mr. WHITTLESEY, a bill for the relief of 
Marinus W. Gilbert. 

Mr. HUBBARD, a bill to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to refund to Richard Butman 
certain duties imposed on the schooner Brandy- 
wine, j 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, with a copy of a letter from the 
commissioners appointed to adjust the claims of 
our citizens under the late treaty with Naples, 
and suggesting the expediency of extending the 
term allowed for the performance of the duties 
assigned them. Referred, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY, to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. PINCKNEY obtained leave to submit the 
following resolution, in relation to the trade be- 
tween the United States and Cuba, which, hesaid, 
was deemed highly interesting to his constitu- 
ents: 

Resolved, That the documents communicated by 
the President of the United States in relation to 
the trade between the United States and the Isl- 
ands of Cuba and Porto Rico, be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and that said committee 
be instructed to inquire into the discriminating 
duties referred to by the President in his message, 
and into the expediency of adopting countervail- 
ing measures for the protection of the American 
merchants and ship-ownera. 

Agreed to. 


Mr. SLADE, a bill for the improvement of the 
mail road between Louisville and St. Louis; and 

‘Mr. INGE, a bill for the relief of the represent- 
atives of Lawrence Milligan. ‘ 

All which bills were read twice and committed. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Mar- 
vis, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. 

Mr. BURGES took the floor, and continued his 
speech in opposition to the resolution, ~ 


| ring for the Constitution. 


f 


At one o’clock Mr. BURGES suspended his 
remarks, and ` 

The SPEAKER ‘announced the special order 
of the day, viz: the resolutions reported frem the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
following tesolutions, reported from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means: 

1. Reso'ved, That the Bank of the United States 
ought not to be rechartered. 

2. Resolved, That the public deposites ought not 
to be restored to the Bank of the United States. 

3. Resolved, That the State banks ought to be 
continued as the places of deposite of the public 
money, and that it is expedient for Congress to 
make further provision by law, prescribing the 
mode of selection, the securities to be taken, and 
the manner and terms on which they are to be 
employed. 

4. Resolved, That for the purpose of ascertain- 


ing, as far as practicable, the cause of the com-. 


mercial embarrassment and distress complained 
of by numerous citizens of the United States, in 
sundry memorials which have been presented to 
Congress at the present session; and of inquiring 
whether the charter of the Bank of the United 
States has been violated, and also what corrup- 
tions and abuses have existed in its management; 
whether it has used its corporate power or money 
to control the press, to interfere in politics, or 
influence elections; and whether it has had any 
agency, through its management, or money, in 


_producing the existing pressure—a select commit- 


tee be appointed to inspect the books, and examine 
into the proceedings of the said bank, who shall 
report whether the provisions of the charter have 
been violated or not; and also what abuses or mal- 
practices have existed in the management of said 
bank; and that the said committee be authorized to 
send for persona and papers, and to summon and 
examine witnesses on oath, and to examine into 
the affairs of the said bank and branches; and that 
they are further authorized to visit the principal 
bank, or any of its branches, for the purpose of 
inpecting the books, correspondence, accounts, 
and other papers connected with its management 
or business; and that the said committee be re- 
quired to report the result of such investigation, 
together with the evidence they may take, at as 
early a day as practicable. 

Mr. WILDE said he would now proceed to offer 
some observations to the House, unless the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee desired to speak. 

Mr. POLK having signified that he did not wish 
to speak, 

Mr. WILDE took the floor and offered the fol- 
lowing resolution as a substitute for the first reso- 
lution reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means: 

Resolved, That the reasons submitted by the 
Secretary of the Treasury for removing the public 


! deposites are insufficient and unsatisfactory. 


The lips (seid Mr. W.) which were open to 
discuss this question when it was last before us, 
are now closed forever in silence. The patriot 
fell, as he had ever stood, in the front rank, war- 
Here, as in battle, if 
our companions fall, we close our ranks and hurry 
on.. When our gallant and noble comrade fell in 
defence of constitutional liberty, who could have 
thought, as soon as thegrave was closed over him, 


we should have witnessed in this Hall an attempt | 


to restrict, the freedom of debate? Silence was im- 
posed upon us. on pain of imprisonment. The 
honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means assured him that, if B® would sit with 
him and vote against all the motions for adjourn- 
ment, he would not have recourse to the previous 
question. He (Mr. W.) did sit, and did vote 
against the motions to adjourn. Mr. W. went on 
to remark upon the circumstances under which the 
discussion was cut off by the previous question, 
and upon the injustice and discourtesy of the 
measure towards himself personally. 

Mr. W. then referred to the situation of this 


country. Our national debt was paid off; our | 
exports and imports were of vast amount; we had | 


am industrious population and a cheap Govern- 
ment; and still, we have—what? Numerous bank- 
ruptcies, a deranged currency, imminent danger of 


| lands and internal taxes. 


į currency for paper. 


| of paper money. 


a total suspension of specie payments, and an 
apprehension that the duty bonds will not be col- 
lected. The means by which this state of things 
was brought about was extraordinary. Our Consti- 


‘tution doubtless designed this for a hard-mon:y 


Government, yet we had nothing but paper. Mr. 
W. went on, at great length, to exhibit a view of 
the general character and history of our currency. 
His object was to show that the State banks effect- 
ually subvert the intentions of the Constituuon, 
if that intention was to establish a hard-mon y 
currency; and that the revenue could not be col- 
lected and disbursed, without great loss, by the . 
State banks, If we wished to return to a specie 
currency, we must (he contended) begin by de- 
stroying, not the United States Bank, but th: 
State banks. During the ten years preceding 1830, 
(Mr. W. said,) the amount of revenue collected 
was two hundred and thirty millions. The aggre- 
gate number of persons employed in the collection 
of this amount was over nine thousand. The 
collection and disbursements were made at all 
points in the country, and yet they were mad: 
without the loss of a singlecent. Inthe ten years 
preceding the year 1816, when the United States 
Bank was established, the Government lost a mil- 
lion of dollars by broken banks alone. No part 
of the loss was in the receipts at the customs. Tt 
was in the collection of thirty-six millions from 
Thus, one thirty-sixth 
part of our revenue from these sources was lost 
by State banks ‘This, however, was but a small 
part of the loss sustained by the Government. 
The expense of transportation, and the loss on 
loans, which were taken at a very reduced rate, 
amounted to a much larger sum. But still the 
Joss of the Government sinks into insignificance 
in comparison with the loss to individuals. During 
the same term of ten years, on a domestic ex- 
change of two hundred millions, the loss, at the 
low estimate of five per cent., was ten millions a 
year. The people were thus taxed ten millions a 
year for the benefit of banks and brokers. These 
were among the blessings of numerous State 
banks, But it might be said that the condition of 
the State banks now was not the same as it was 
in 1816. True, it was not the same; it was more 
than in 1816, The banks had not yet suapended 
specie payments, but in respect to the relative 
proportions of specie to circulation, the condition 
of the State banks was worse now than it was in 
1816. He made statements from which (he said) 
it appeared that the paper in circulation was, as 
to specie in the banks, as seven to one. TheState 
banks must restrict their currency, at the risk of 
breaking their customers, or they must suffr 
themselves to be run upon and broken. Theonly 
question is, which shall break first—the banks or 
their customers ! 

Mr. W. entered, at some length, into the consid- 
eration of the project for substituting a hard-money 
He would not, at present, he 
said, go fully into the constitutional question; but ° 
he stated that a very minute examination of early 
documents, relative to our history, had convinced 
him that the term “ Bills of Credit,’’ as used in the 
Constitution, was intended to apply to all species 
At the same time, he did not 
think it an open question whether the United 
States shall have a paper currency. Nature and 
babit had decided that point. He had heard it 
said, ‘‘ Perish the banks, live the Constitution.” 
So it was said during the embargo, ‘¢ Perish com- 
merce, let the Constitution live.” ButMr. Jeff r- 
son himself, devoted as he wasto restrictive meas- 
ures, became convinced that such was the invet- 
eracy of habit, that it was impossible to pursue 
his experiment, and he therefore abandoned it. 
Paper money became, at an early day,a financial 
expedient of the colonies. It carried them through 
the French war, and through the war of the Rev- 
olution. Paper money was born with the colo- 
nies, and he had almost said would exist as long 
as the States existed. Whatever was the intention 
of the framers of the Constitution, it was certain 
that, at a very early day after its adoption, they 
found it extremely convenient and necessary io 
resort to a paper currency. 

Mr. W. thought it might be useful to inquire 
why il was, that the precious metals were so much 
used in general circulation over the world. This 
was to be found in their value as arising from the 
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labor ‘necessary to procure them; their ductility; 
non-susceptibility of great increase; as well as 
their various utility. When it was necessary to 
have payments made by weight, commerce had 
not advanced to that state to which it subsequently 
became; and when larger payments were required 
to be made, those marks and seals were made upon 
the metals, which gave to them a circulation be- 
yond their intrinsic value, and from this system of 
convenience originally might be dated the practice 
of banks giving to paper a value and currency 
based on their (not intrinsic) being a represent- 
ative of other securities—gold, silver, or that which 
was estimated as property. When it was gravely 
proposed to dispense with these improvements” 
upon the ancient usages, and to dispense giving 
facilities to commerce, it might be as well attempted 
to return from the algebraic method of attaining 
certainty in calculations, to the rules of common 
arithmetic. It was scarcely necessary for him to 
advert to the cheaper medium of paper to assist in 
performing the necessary circulation for property 
exchanged from hand to hand. A mixed circula- 
tion of paper and gold has forced its way, and 
would sustain itself. Paper convertible into gold 
for the larger payments—the precious metals for 
the smaller—neither of which could be destroyed 
until commerce itself was destroyed. This he 
argued would be the effect of the experiments now 
making; for as credit was the offspring of com- 
merce, tyranny and usurpation was death to it. 
He would now discuss another subject con- 
nected with these measures. Where, he must ask, 
was the difference between employing State banks 


as fiscal agents of Government, in a constitutional |! 


oint of view, and employing the Bank of the 

nited States? Which was the most dangerous? | 
The answer. to these questions must be obvious. 
Who, he also asked, had the greatest interest in 
having a sound circulation ? Was it not the pocr | 
man, who required it as remuneration for his daily | 
labor? Was it not wages that would be the first 
to feel it? And as the aggregate paid for labor was 
more than was paid to all the rest of the world, 
the poor man was surely the most interested in its 
preservation, Of the various modes of collecting 
the public revenue suggested, he considered that 
the least plausible was a Government bank; the 
least feasible was the State banks. The history 
of all times had shown in Europe, and in several 
of the States, that changes were sure to result from 
any paper circulation issued by a Government. 
He referred for evidences of this to the disastrous 
results in France, where the assignats, though on 
their face the national domains were pledged for 
their redemption, yet there was a failure of two 
hundred millions of dollars, which the public had 
to bear. In Russia the same experiment had been 
tried, and the result was, that four rubles in paper |; 
were reduced to one in silver. These were among 
the most prominent examples, and so well was this 
understood among commercial men, that even the 
celebrated Law, when he first projected his scheme, 
owned his ruin, and brought ruin upon the for- 
tunes of others, in consequence of his objections 
to issue paper, not convertible into specie, being 
not only not attended to, but because he was con- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


acted under a resolution of Congress, the object of 
| which was to facilitate the resumption of ‘specie 
payments by the State banks. He stated and 
commented upon the several reasons given by the 
Secretary in justification of the removal of the de- 
posites. T'he object of sending the subject of the 
Secretary’s reasons to the Committee of Ways 
and Means had not been obtained. The commit- 
į tee had reported an argument, but had not affirmed 
the sufficiency of the reasons offered by-the Secre- 
tary. The only point which was referred to them 
for consideration, they had omitted to express 
| any opinion upon in a shape for the decision of 
| the House. 

Mr. W., after speaking nearly three hours, 
yielded the floor, without concluding, to a motion 
to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, March 19, 1834. 
REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of 
i 380 citizens of Bridgeport, Connecticut, praying 
| the restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
| United States. . 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of about 
700 cabinet-makers, chair-makers, upholsterers, 
| &c., of the city and county of Philadelphia, of the 
| same tenor. And, also, the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the same trades, of similar import. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial signed by 
250 of the citizens of Plymouth, North Carolina, 
of like character. 

Mr. BIBB presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of inhabitants of Madison county, Kentucky, 
of the same tenor. 

Upon presenting these several memorials and 


| proceedings, the gentlemen having them in charge | 


severally addressed the Senate. They were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of citizens of New Orleans, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States. Also, a memorial from citizens of 
the same city of the same tenor. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial ofa num- 
ber of merchants and others, of the same city, and 
of similar import. 

These sc veral proceedings and memorials were 
read, and followed by some remarks by both those 
gentlemen, upon the existing distress in New Or- 
leans. 

Mr. FORSYTH said the reference made to him 
by his friend from Louisiana at his side, gave him 
a fair occasion, for which he had been anxiously 


| looking for several days, to correct an error he had 
i committed about a fortnight since. 


Speaking of the condition of the money market 
of Augusta, Georgia, he had spoken of the prices 
of stock and produce as at their usual rate; and had 
mentioned that the Bank of Augusta, witha capital 
| of six hundred thousand dollars, having authority 


| twenty per cent. Mr. F. had no information con- 


pelled to give up the superintendence, and his was 


made a Royal Bank by an arrét of State; after || 


which the bank commenced making large paper 
issues. He considered that the great error of this 
day in depreciating paper currency, to be similar 
to what was formerly deemed the greatest of all 
crimes—defacing or reducing the value of the coin 
in olden times. A 

Mr. W. dwelt at some length on the utility of 
banks to commerce; and, proceeding to argue 
against the reasons adduced by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he maintained that Congress had 
the legislative power, by the Constitution, to reg- 
ulate and control the public money; and if they 
had divested themselves of it, as was maintained 


tradictory of this statement except as to the last 
j particular. The bank had authority to double its 
| capital, but had made no effort to do so. h 
| been misled by an account of the sales at auction 
i of a portion of the stock of that bank at that rate of 
| advance, and supposed itto be the whole additional 
| stock of the bank, Which was sold at twenty per 
| cent. premium—it still bore that premium accord- 
; ing to the last prices current of the city; but no 
such sale of double the capital stock bad occurred. 
In speaking of the condition of the southern 
: States, he had not intended to embrace New Or- 
‘leans—that State is so identified with the West, 
i! that we speak of it as western or southwestern. 


|! From the character of the business of that city, no 


i 


by the Secretary, he thought Congress might at 
oncevote away their independence, and place them- 
selves under a Lord Protector. The power of the 
Secretary of the Treasury over the deposites was 
restricted, as he contended, to the withholding of 
the deposites from the bank, and did not extend to 
their withdrawal. The justification of the act of 
the Secretary, so far as it was founded upon the 
measures of Mr. Crawford, failed altogether, as 
he contended, for the reasons that Mr. Crawford 


| doubt the pressure there was great. It was done 
extensively on credit, and by exchanges. These 


t 
i 
|; being 
| of the city. Mr, F. wished to God he had the 
| power to relieve the distress; it would not be of 
‘| long continuance if he had; yet he could not but 
| hope it was exaggerated. One statement in the 
' memorial gave grounds for this hope. In estima- 
i ting the loss sustained by the pressure, the memo- 


| 


to double it, had sold the extra stock at a profit of | 


Hehad 


deranged, necessarily affected the business | 


| rial, after establishing, no doubt fairly, as the 
signers of it believed, that it amounted to. eight 
doilars per bale of cotton, they calculate thé loss ‘is 
| $4,000,000—five hundred thousand bales-being the 
| estimate of the whole crop of cotton of the States of 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee; 
and here it must be obvious that this calculation ig 
inaccurate. The loss can fall only on the cotton 
yet in the market on this side the Atlantic. That 
which was shipped before January last, certainly 
| cannot be properly taken into the calculation. 
| What portion of the crop of the States mentioned 
i had been shipped before January he could: not 
i tell, but this he knew, from the ports of Charles- 
| ton, Savannah, and New Orleans, between sixty 
, and seventy thousand bales of cotton had been 
: Shipped on'the last quarter of the past year more 
| than there had been during the same period of the 
| preceding year. How it was elsewhere, Mr. F. 
could not say. In Georgia, the planters, stimu- 
lated by the good prices with which the market 
opened, had hurried their produce into market, an 
operation in which they had been favored by an 
| unusually fine season. The larger part of. their 
| crops being’sold early, at good prices, compara- 
| tively, they were now easy in their money mat- 
| ters, and were holding the residue of their crops, 
į with a reasonable hope of better prices in a short 
time. 

Flaving corrected his own errors, he might be 
i pardoned for adverting to those of others, Inthe 
course of discussion, some time since, the Senator 
from Maryland, (Mr. Cuamsens,] not now in his 
: seat, and the Senator from Maine, over the way, 
[Mr. Spracur,] had spoken of the draw for specie 
: made on the Branch Bank of the United States at 
| Savannah, and had supposed it to be connected 

with a plan in connexion with the Government to 
| injure the credit of the Bank of the United States, 
į or else as a scheme to reduce the price of the stocks 
| in order to enable the house in New York, who 
|| was supposed to have made large contracts forde- 
livery at a coming day, to comply with those con- 
tracts at a profitable rate. What occurred in this 
i Chamber, being, as usual, very roughly reported, 
had attracted the attention of the house in Augusta 
by whom the specie had been drawn at Savannah, 
and he begged permission, in justice to them, to 
| read a letter just received, addressed to his col- 
league [Mr. Kine} and himself: ao 

‘* At this ime of general excitement in the com- 
‘ munity on money affairs, itis a matter of no small 
‘regret to us to see our names thrust before: the 
‘ public, coupled with a transaction, in itself # 
< fair business transaction,’ but misrepresented and ` 
‘distorted into every and any shape, to suit: the 
‘ views of partisan politicians. We allude to the 
‘ draw of specie made by us on the United States 
‘Branch Bank in Savannah, in November last. 
t The simple and incontrovertible facts are these: 
‘The act of our Legislature, prohibiting the cir- 
‘ culation of all notes under the denomination of 
‘ fives, went into operation early in the fall, The 
‘sudden withdrawal of over $600,000 of smali 
€ notes created a vacuum in our circulation, which 
| “had to be supplied in a great measure by specie, 
t instanter. You are well aware that we have large 
‘ operations in specie, and perhaps know, that we 
| « have for years past been in the habit of contract- 
` t ing with banks to supply them. In thisjnstance, 
€ we were applied to for specie by no less than nine 
| < different banks, in the space of eightor ten days. 
: © We made such contracts to deliver to these banka 
| ‘the amount they wanted, as we deemed to our 
| ‘interest, We then contracted with Mr. G. B. 
| € Lamar for the freight of the specie from Savannah 
i fto Augusta. All this was done before a dollar 
| Sof specie was drawn. 

‘* When we drew the specie, we did not ‘offer 
‘the bank to take a check on the North in lieu of 
: ‘the silver.’ Neither did we ask the bank or 
: € cashier ‘to permit us to make a special deposite 
: “of the specie.’ The bank has not silver enough 
£ to pay the whole amount, ($334,000,) and begged 
‘our clerk to wait until they could send and get 
‘ $10,000 from one of the local banks; and he did 
‘wait. The specie was delivered by us to nine 
‘ different banks in this State, except twenty-seven 
€ thousand seven hundred Spanish dollars, which, 

: t being worth three or four per cent. premium at that 
|i $ timein New York, were shipped to our house at 
li «that place. Every dollar employed in the draw 
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“was our own... The operation was entirely and 
“exclusively ourown. Our New York house knew 
© nothing of the. transaction, until it was all over. 
© Not one dollar of the notes with which the draw 
£ was made was sent to us from New York, or any 
< other place out of the State. We have never had 
‘the first word of correspondence with the Execu- 
© tive, the Government, or any person in the em- 
‘ploy of Government, relative to the United States 
$ Bank, the draw in question, or anything connect- 
ed with it. The only correspondence we ever had 
< with any person connected with the Government 
s was with the Assistant Postmaster General, and 
€ that on business relating to that department ex- 
‘clusively. Such a thing as political effect was 
“never intended or thought of by us.” 


The Senate had now information’ about that 
strangely represented transaction from the fount- 
ain-head. Mr. F. hoped Senators who had made 
representations or received impressions at variance’ 
with the statement now made, would be satisfied 4 
that they had been misled. 

PETITIONS. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. McKEAN, GRUNDY, BIBB, POIN- 
DEXTER, and TIPTON; which were severally 
referred to appropriate committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill authorizing in cer- 
tain cases an exchange of land warrants for scrip. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 
tet, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill confirming certain land claims 
in the district of St. Stephens, in Alabama, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Carlos D. Hall. 

Mr. BROWN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John Winslett. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to regulate and increase 
the:compensation of surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons of the Army. = 
_ Mr. TIPTON, from the Select Committee on 
` the admission of Michigan and Arkansas into the 
Union, reported a bill granting additional compen- 
sation to the Governor and United States Judges 
of Michigan. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported two bills for the relief of 
certain persons therein named. 

Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, to 
whom had been recommitted the bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Robinson, daughter of Lieutenant 
Richard Wilde, of the revolutionary army, re- 
ported the same, with an amendment. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill making an appro- 
priation for the construction of a military road in 
the State of Maine. 

The engrossed resolution authorizing the Com- 
. mittee on Public Lands to employ a clerk, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The first special order of the day being the un- 
finished business of yesterday, (teave to introduce 
a bill continuing the charter of the Bank of the 
Dnited States,) being announced, 

. Mr. WEBSTER moved its postponement until 
to-morrow, (intimating that he should then call it 
up at an early hour,) in order to afford Mr. Tarr- 
MADGE an opportunity of concluding his remarks 
upon the other special order, being the report of 
the Committee on Finance, and Mr. Cray’s reso- 
lutions relative to 

THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 

Mr. TALLMADGE resumed, and concluded 
his remarks, sustaining the reasons of the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury; when, ata quarter before five 
o’clock, on motion of Mr. CLAY, . 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, March 19, 1834. 


Mr. WHITTELSEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, | 


several Senate bills, which were committed and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- 
tee, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for referring all claims for buildings 
burnt and destroyed by the enemy during the late 
war, because they were inthe military occupation 


-of the United States, by the order of an officer or 


agent of the United States, as places of deposite or 
as barracks, to the Third Auditor of the Treasury 
Department, on principles that have been hereto- 
fore prescribed in the settlement of such claims; 
and that they further inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the settlement of all claims 
arising from the loss of property in the military 
service of the United States by contract or impress- 
ment, and for horses Jost during the late war; also, 
during the war with the Seminole Indians, and the 
late war with the Indians commenced by Black 
Hawk, on such principles as have heretofore been 
prescribed in such cases. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY said that this resolution 
would relieve the committee and the House from 
much labor, and would subserve the purposes of 
justice. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. E. EVERETT obtajned the consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to submit to this’ House any information con- 
cerning the fortifications proposed to be built on 
Castle Istand, in the harbor of Boston, and on 
Throg’s Point, East river, New York, which may 
have been recently received at the War Depart- 
ment. ` 


The House resumed the consideration of the 

resolution offered by Mr. Marois, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 

‘Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
thereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. : 

Mr. BURGES resumed his remarks, and spoke 
till the expiration of the hour. 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the Navy Department, transmitting a report on the 
case of Henry Eckford, referred to that department. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THE DEPOSITES AND THE U. S. BANK. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, together with the amendment moved 
by Mc. WiLoeg, declaring the reasons given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury for.the removal of the 
deposites to be unsatisfactory and insufficient. 

Mr. WILDE resumed his speech. The com- 
mittee, he went on to contend, had not discharged 
the duty which was required of them. On the 
distinct question presented by the Secretary’s 
reasons, the committee had reported an argument, 
but no resolutions in affirmation or denial of the 
sufficiency of those reasons. If the committee 
would not suffer the vote to be taken on that dis- 
tinet proposition, the inference will be irresistible. 
He was somewhat an observer of days and times. 


The report came in on the 4th of March. Was || 


this to be interpreted as an augury? Does it mean 
that on the 4th of March next the doctrines of the 
report will be exploded, and that by the following 
4th of March, nothing but a fragment will remain 
of the party which now supports them? If so, he 
accepted the omen. Mr. W. glanced at the topics 
and reasoning of the report. The great display of 
historical research—the merit of which he did not 
intend - to controvert—would serve to prove the 
qualifications of the author for the high post of 
Secretary of the Treasury, if the incumbent should 
not, as is possible, be confirmed inthe office. He 
would not travel over the threadbare topics of the 
three per cents., the protested bill of exchange, and 
the sums paid for printing. He first adverted to 
the nature of the contract with the bank. Accord- 
ing to the theory of the chairman, the performance 
of its engagements by the bank established no 
claim upon the Government for the fulfilment of 


| its promises. The committee, he said, had gone 
‘far beyond the President and the Secretary, in 
claiming power for the Executive. The com- 
| mittee contend that the power over the public de- 
; posites was originally an executive power, always 
i has been an executive power, and still is an exec- 
|utive power. If he were not aware of the alarm- 
! ing rapidity with which despotic power makes its 
| progress, he should be surprised at the fact that a 
| power which, six months ago, was acknowledged 
; to be a legislative power, had become converted 
into executive power, to be exercised under the 
responsibility of the President to the people. 

In considering the accusation against the bank, 
‘that by its curtailments it had produced the dis- 
tress, the calculations evinced that this accusation 
was something like the statement that the distress 
was produced by the speeches in Congress. Both 
| were unfounded. But it was not enough for the 

opponents of the bank to decry the speeches, or to 
| decline, which they could have done, to add to the 
distress, by not speaking. It was the policy of 
the day to contemn the persons sending their 
petitions; in effect, telling the people: Be silent, 
| wretches, even your groans shall not be heard. 
| He referred to the printed report of the conversa- 
| tion of the President with the Philadelphia ` com- 
| mittee, when they waited upon him with their 
i representations: Having read some extracts, as 
the accuracy of them was impugned, he said that 
their report was at least corroborated by that from 
i the Baltimore. committee, from which he read ex- 
tracts; and as there was a member in the House 
who was capable of bearing testimony to the char- 
acter of those who made it, he felt at liberty to 
assume that the statements were correct, if not 
contradicted by that honorable member. 

Mr. HEATH rose to say that if he was the 
member alluded to, he was ready to state that the 
persons who made the report were highly respect- 
able merchants in Baltimore, well known to him 
to be incapable of giving any misrepresentation. 

Mr. W. continued: ‘This, then, settled the ques- 
tion of the veracity of the statements, and entitled 
him to contrast the conduct of the President, as 
stated by these committees, with that pursued by 
the Father of his country— W assincron—when 
he received his white children. Mr. W. proceeded 
to review and comment upon the term ‘‘ Govern- 
ment” and others which he thought were so am- 
biguous as to induce him to suppose that the 
report and the message from the President read to 
his Cabinet were prepared by the same persons. 
He contended that the charges brought against the 
bank were altogether unsustained by evidence, and 
argued against the reasons adduced by the Secre- 
tary, that Congress had divested themselves of their 
money power, and said when it was attempted 
to defend the acts of the President and the Sec- 
retary, by pleading for them purity of intention, 
the adage— : 

t Nemo malus qui non stultus” 

was brought,to his recollection. -This he did not 
use in any offensive sense; but he would urge that 
such a defence ought not to be allowed to prevail 
| amongst statesmen. It was the Portuguese pro- 
| verb which said ‘‘ That hell was paved with good 
intentions.” Efe went on to controvert the argu- 
| ments and assertions in the report of the Commit- 
| tee of Ways and Means, to sustain the preference 

which they had recommended to be given to the 
| State banks as the fiscal agents of the Government, ` 
and he contended that, as nothing sufficient was 
given by them, he must refer it to the language of 
| the President to the Philadelphia committee, in 
which, among others, the President was alleged to 
| have stated that the article giving power over the 
coin to Congress had reference to hard money 
alone. This position of the President he could 
not assent to, nor could he see how it was pos- 
sible the power of the States could be invoked to 
carry into operation the plans which he had de- 
i tailed for reducing the circulation of the notesof the 
State banks under the amounts of ten or twenty 
; dollars, Mr. W. disputed the power of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury to make contracts with the 
State banks, and contended, at length, against the 
views of the committee as tothe capacity of the State 
i banks to act as fiscal agents of the Government. 
He was in favor of enlarging the specie basis, and 


had formerly exerted his efforts in the House to 
that end. But the scheme adopted by. the Pres- 
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ident for this purpose was, he thought, the very 
worst that could be devised. ; 

Fle dwelt upon the injurious effects which would 
follow a reduction of the currency. The whole 
property of the State of Georgia he estimated at 
seventy millions of dollars, and its circulating | 
medium four millions. If the circulation was re- 
duced to two millions, the property, he said, would 
be reduced in price to thirty-five millions; and 
another reduction of the currency to one million, 
would reduce the value of the property to seven- 
teen and a half millions. What would be the 
effect upon individuals? A man who has a thou- 
sand dollars in property and owes two hundred 
and fifty dollars becomes bankrupt. Those who 
happen to have the money, become possessed of 
all the property in the State. Thus it had always 
been, and thus the fortunes of the poor were to be 
promoted by the present experiment. Mr. W 
adverted to Mr. Duane’s statement that the Presi- 
dent had remarked that two-thirds of Congress 
would have been bribed by the bank if they had 
remained in session one week longer; also to | 
the reports that it was the intention of the Presi- 
dent to adjourn Congress, in case of a disagree- 
ment between the two Houses as to the time of 
adjournment, and commented upon them with 
much severity. The committee, Mr. W. said, | 
had decided questions which they had not argued, | 
and had argued questions which they had not de- | 
cided. They shun putting to the House the simple 
proposition, that the reasons of the Secretary are 
satisfactory, and put before it the proposition that 
the bank ought not to be rechartered. We under- | 
stand this, sir, said Mr. W. It is to show the 
strong wing to the enemy, and to keep out of view 
the weak one. 

But of what use is the declaration thatthe bank 
ought not to be rechartered ? The bank don’t ask a 
recharter of us, and we cannot bind our successors. 
The Administration desire to commit us, but why 
should we desire to commit ourselves? Let the 
Government go on with its scheme. If the State 
banks fail, let them try a specie currency, and every 
other project. But when all their projects have 
failed, let us be left untrammelled to try a scheme 
which never has failed. He had intended to con- 
clude his speech by a motion to lay the proposition 
of the committee on thetable. But as many wished 
to express their opinions upon it, he had deter- | 
mined, instead of making that motion, upon offering 
the resolution'which he had sent to the table. After 
some further remarks, Mr. W. concluded. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 20, 1934. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, upon executive business, by || 
Mr. Donerson, his Private Secretary. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commv- | 


j 


nication from the War Department, transmitting || 


the Army Register for 1834. 
Also, a communication from the same depart- 
ment, enclosing a report from the Commissioner | 


of Pensions, in compliance with a resolution of the || 


28th of February last. j 
Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. SILSBEE and SWIFT, and referred. 
Me. SMITH stated the Committee on Claims 
had some days since made a report upon the peti- | 
tion of John Watson, which was laid upon the | 
table; he now moved for leave to withdraw the | 


papers of said Watson; which was granted. | 
Mr. NAUDAIN ‚from the Committeeon Claims, i 
moved to be discharged from the further consider- 


agreed to. 


Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, | 


made an unfavorable report upon the petition of 
Joseph Clark; which was concurred in. 
Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the first spe- 


of granting him leave to bring in a bill to continue 
the charter of the Bank of the Unite 
six years; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT then took the floor, and spoke 
at length against the constitutionality of the present 
orany Bank of the United States. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 


j 
I 


ation of the petition of Samuel Gray; which was | 


i 
| WEBSTER and LEIGH, a report $f which will 
be made hereafter, 

Mr. CALHOUN intimated his wish to address 
the Senate, but as the day was advanced, he pro- 
posed an adjournment. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he was entirely willing 
to gratify the Senator from South Carolina, but 
hoped many days would not be confumed in the | 
preliminary question of granting leave, 2 

Mr. CLAYTON moved that the report of the 
Secretary and accompanying documents, respon- 
sive to the call of the Senate of the 28h of Feb- 
ruary, relative to pensions, be printed; which was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, March 20, 1834. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported an act supplementary to,an | 
act to fix the limit of the port of entry and delivery 
for the district of Philadelphia. 

Also, an act making Dorchester, in Massachu- 
Setts, a port of entry; and 

An act to establish the collection district of New- 
ark, New Jersey; which bills were read twice, 
and committed. : 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize-the construc- 
tion of railroads and canals through lands of the 
United States. The bill was read twice. Mr.C. 
said he did not desire to-have this bill committed; 
he desired only to have it printed and laid on the | 
table for the present. Agfeed to. 


to disbanded officers and others, for services during 
the late war; which was read twice, and he then 
moved to have it committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, objected to its com- 
mitment to any but the usual committee for such 
subjects—the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that bills as interesting 
as this had been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. CLAY said the bill had been reported at 
the instance of various Legislatures of the Union. 
He wished to have its consideration insured during 
this session; for which purpose he moved its ref- 
erence to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. MASON considered that this was in its 


nature a private bill; he could not, therefore, see 


; any reason why precedence should .be given to it 


over all others. He moved its commitment to the 


| Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. CLAY remarked, that although the bill 
should be sent to the committee which he desired, 
yet it did not follow that it would have any pref- 
erence given to it, unless it should be the pleasure 
of the House to take it up. 

After a desultory conversation, in which Mr. 
| WILLIAMS, Mr. MILLER, and Mr. CHIL. 


|| TON participated, 


i 
j 


| The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole House. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, of New Hamp- 
| shire, 


petition of inhabitants of Massachusetts, for the 


| improvement, é&c., of Taunton river; also, from j| 
|i the consideration of a petition of inhabitants of | 
| Wilmington, Delaware, for the improvement of || 
I the navigation of the Christiana river. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, 
Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
: and Post Roads be discharged from the consider- 
‘ation of the case of A. M. Pennyman. $ 

|! The several bills referred to the Committee on 


lc 


i tee of the Whole House, and made the order of 
| the day. , : 

(| The House proceeded with the following resolu- 
i| tion submitted by Mr. Maxnrs: 


Mr. C. also reported a bill making grants of land |i 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be |; 
‘| discharged from the further consideration of the 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
i hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement. of 
the same. 

_ Mr. BURGES resumed his remarks, and spoke 
in opposition to the resolution until the expiration 
of the hour allotted for morning business. 

The CHAIR communicated to the House a re- 
port from the Secretary of War, transmitting the 
; Annual Registerofthe Army. Laidon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


| THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, together with the amendment moved 
by Mr. Wipe, of Georgia, declaring the reasons, 
offered by the Secretary of the Treasury for re- 
moving the deposites to be unsatisfactory and 
insufficient. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, of South Carolina, took the 
floor. His reasons for rising to occupy the atten- 
tion of the House for comparatively a short time, 
after the able arguments of the gentleman who had 
preceded him, was the interest which his con- 
Stituents felt in the question. He represented a 
city which was deeply concerned in commerce, 
navigation, and agriculture, and which now felt all 
the embarrassments growing out of the measures 
of the Executive. Recent advices from Charles- 

i ton informed him that rice, which ordinarily was 

| worth $350, was now scarcely worth $275. Lands, 
negroes, and town property, had fallen to a’most 
alarming extent. ‘The losses sustained by South 

: Carolina alone, if accurately ascertained, would be 
found to be large enougn to excite the sympathy 
of every individual on this floor, and perhaps of 
the President himself. Under these circumstances, 
ihe would be recreant to his duties did he not 
express his .sentiments on the subject before the 
House. Before he proceeded to discuss the main 
| question, he must be allowed to touch upon a few 
| incidental points, evenat the risk of provoking the 

| ridicule of his friend from Kentucky, who had - 
| remarked that he [Mr. Pinckney] could talk upon 
| nothing without introducing nullification. The 
opinions which he entertained on that. subject 
were, he believed, the same which the gentleman, 
under similar circumstances, would entertain. He 
reminded the gentleman, too, that the doctrine 
originated in Kentucky. It wasin that State that 
resolutions were adopted in reference to the alien 
and sedition laws, declaring that nullification was 

| the rightfulremedy; a principle upon which South 

| Carolina had stood, and struggled, and triumphed. 
He had already, on a former occasion, noticed the 
attempt to create the belief that all who were op- 
posed to the removal of the deposites were in favor 
of the recharter of the bank. The merchants had 
also been attacked. Their deputations were not . 
only repelled with indignity, but now they were 
denounced as enemies to liberty. As far as his 
constituents were. concerned, he repelled the at- 
tack, and as to the great body of the merchants, 
he pronounced it to be unjust and unfounded. 

Mr. P. went on to speek of the character of the 
President’s motives, which, he said, could not, if 
good, justify his measures; and hereferred to Mr. 
Duane’s letters for an explanation of the principles 
on which the President acted. It might be that 
his language was disrespectful to the President, 
and he might be told, asthe Governor of Virginia 
was, that he had no right to hold any opinion in 
respect to the President’scourse. The gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Moore] exulted in the idea 
that the proclamation had destroyed nullification. 
; Does he not know that this doctrine brought Mr. 


|; Jefferson and the Republican party into power? 
ommerce, making appropriations for building | 
cial order, being the consideration of the question || light-houses, light-buoys, boats, beacons, &c., for ji 
1834, for the improvement and survey of certain | 
à States for | harbors, &c., were reported from that committee |! 
ii with amendments, and committed to the Commit- |: 


i 


| 
| 
i 


And does he exult that the doctrines of Jefferson 
have been destroyed by Jackson? that the doctrine 
of Virginia has been swept away by the procla~ 
mation? Buthe need not lay that flattering unction 
to hisséul. The doctrine is now more firmly estab- 
lished than ever. Thousands were now- convinced 
who formerly doubted. The proclamation had. - 
not only confirmed the State-Rights party in South 
| Carolina in their opinions, but has gained thou- 
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sands of converts to those opinions. It had united 
the whole South against executive usurpation, 
created State-rights societies in Pennsylvania, 
encouraged Alabama to resistance, and aroused 
the friends of the Constitution everywhere to a 
sense of the impending danger of consolidation. 
The President, Mr. P. declared, would never 
have ventured to remove the deposites, if the force 
bill had been rejected. The passage ofthat bill by 
` a large majority, taught him that he might venture 
upon anything. That same body which had put 
at his disposition the whole Army and Navy, to 
enable him to crush a sovereign State, would, he 
thought, justify him in grasping the money power 
of the country. They who had made him a 
despot, ought not to be surprised at his exertion 
of despotic power. Mr. P. then referred to the | 
remarks made by the member from ‘Tennessee, 
{Mr. Poxx,] in reply to the remarks of his col- 
leagué, (Mr. McDurrig,] in respect to drilled 
majorities. The member from Tennessee spoke 
of the test oaths of South Carolina as an odious 
and tyrannical exercise of majority power. But 
the act alluded to was nota lest act. A test act 
required conformity to certain religious opinions. 
There was no act of this sort in any of the States 
except the State of Tennessee; according to the 
Constitution of which State, no person can hold 
an office who does not believe in the existence of 
a Deity. He would not say that this was nota 
proper provision, and no one would regret more 
than himself the appointment of any man to office 
who disbelieved in the existence of a Deity. But 
the test law of South Carolina was not of that 
description. All the citizens of that State were on 
a footing of perfect equality. All which the law 
enjoins is, that the citizens shall take an oath of 
allegi&ince to the State, and to support the Consti- 
tation of the United States. This was no new 
rovision.. The States of Georgia, Virginia, and 
assachusetts had similar laws. ; $ 
Mr. P. here took up. the resolutions of the com- 
mittee, and contended that they did not meet the 
question before the House. He spoke of the public 
distress, the existence of which was not, he said, 
denied by any one, and of the clamors for relief to 
which, he said, the committee had turned a deaf 
ear, ‘The deposites, hedeclared, must be restored, 
` orarevolution would take place. This House and 
this nation would never approve of their removal. 
Yes, sir, I repeat, said he, that either these depos- 
ites must be restored, or a revolution is at hand. 
The spirit which threw the tea overboard at Bos- 
ton is at work in the northern and in the southern 
States. Hedweltlong upon the President’s words 
—the measureis my own, I take the responsibility ; 


and took up the President’s reason for the measure, |! 


which he commented upon at great length. He 
argued at length in support of the positions that 
the removal of the deposites was a violation of the | 
Constitution; that it wasa violation of the charter 
of the bank; and that it was the perversion of the 
power of appointment—a power which, he said, 
was not given by the Constitution, but which had 
been unfortunately acquiesced in, 

When Mr. P. concluded, at about three o’clock, 
rai gentlemen simultaneously addressed the 

air. . ` 

The floor was obtàined by Mr. GILMER, on 
whose motion, a 

. The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, March 21, 1834. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill from the House of | 
Representatives authorizing the sale ofschoollands 
in [[linois, without amendment; and gave notice 
that when the bill was called up, he was instructed 
by the committee to move its indefinite postpone- 
ment, 

Mr. POINDEXTER, fromthe same committee, 
made a report upon ‘the petition of Robert Ste- | 
phens; which, without reading, was laid upon the 
table. 3 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial signed by about 
3,000 clerks in the city of New York, ascribing 
the derangement of the currency and pecuniary 
distress to the removal of the deposites, and pray- | 
ing their restoration to the Bank of the United | 
States. 


| ted States. 


Also, a mefhorial of merchants and traders from 
nine or ten different States, signed in Philadelphia, 
of a similar character. j 

The memorials were read by Mr. CLAY, and, 


| on his motion, were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial of the 
township of Lawrence, New Jersey, praying the 
restoration of the deposites; j 

Also,a memorial from the county of Monmouth; 

The proceedings of a. meeting of inhabitants of 
Shrewsbury; 

A memorial of the State Bank of Camden, the 


Farmer’s Bank of Mount Holly, and the Cumber- ; 


land Bank; 


A memorial signed by 1,695 inhabitants of Glou- | 


cester county; 


All of the same import; which were severally | 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and | 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr.»SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
Henry Eckford; which was referred tu the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. EWING submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to examine and 
report the present condition of the Post Office De- 
partment; and that they have power to send for 
persons and papers, and to take testimony for that 


purpose; and that the Secretary of the Senate shall, | 
on applications of the committee, employ a clerk | 


to attend them. 


The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a letter | 


from the Secretary of Sygate, transmitting a register 
of American seamen for the year 1833. 


Mr. KENT presented a memorial from three | 
banks in Frederick, and one in Washington | 
county, Maryland, praying the restoration of the | 


deposites to the Bank of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 
special order to be the granting leave to introduce 
a bill to recharter the bank of the United States; 
when 

Mr. CALHOUN took the floor, and spoke for 
one hour and a half against the principles of the 
bill, as being only a temporary expedient, but in 
favor of establishing a new bank upon the present 
one, and prohibiting the issuing of notes under 
$10, and the payment of Government dues in any 
notes of banks under the denomination of $5. 
When Mr. Carnoun concluded— 

Mr. BENTON rose and expressed his satisfac- 
tion that the Senator from Sowth Carolina [Mr. 
Catuoun] had restored the debate to the eleva- 
tion that belonged to the Senate. Hedid not mean 
to descend from that elevation, not of sentiment, 
thought and style, to which he had no pretension, 


| but in the mode of conducting the debate, de- 


scending to no personal, or ‘partisan object, but 
keeping solely in view the great interests of the 
country, and the means of accomplishing those 
interests. Mr, B. said it was now six years 
since he had begun to oppose the renewal of the 
charter of this bank, but he had not, until the 


‘present moment, found a suitable occasion for 


showing the people the kind of currency which 


they were entitled to possess, and probably would | 


possess, on the dissolution of the Bank of the Uni- 
This was a view of the subject which 
many wished to see, and which he felt bound to 
give; and which he should proceed to present, 
with all the brevity and perspicuity of which he 
was master. 


1. In the first place, he was one of those who | 
believed that the Government of the United States į 


was intended to bea hard money Government; 
that it was the intention and the declaration of the 
Constjtution of the United States that the Federal 
currency should consist of gold and silver; and 
that there is no power in Congress to issue, or to 
authorize any company of individuals to issue, any 
species of Federal paper currency whatsoever. 
Every clause in the Constitution (said Mr. R ) 


| which bears upon the subject of money—every 


early statute of Congress which interprets the 
meaning of these clauses—and every historic rec- 
ollection which refer to them, go hand in hand in 
giving to that instrament the meaning which this 
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| ject of money, confirms that idea. 


proposition ascribes to it. The power granted to 
Congress to coin money, is an authority to stamp 
metallic money, and is not an authority for emit- 
ting slips of paper containing promises to pay 
money. The authority granted to Congress to 
regulate the value of coin, is an authority to reg- 
ulate the value of metallic money, not of paper. 


| The prohibition upon the States against making 


anything but gold and silver a legal tender, isa 
moral prohibition, founded in virtue and honesty, 
and is just as binding upon the Federal Govern- 
ment as upon the State governments, and that 
without a written prohibition; for the difference in 
the nature of the two Governments is such that the 
States may do all things which they are not forbid 
to do,and the Federal Government can do nothing 
which is not authorized in the Constitution to do. 
The power to punish the crime of counterfeiting 
is limited to the current coin of the United States 
and to the securities of the United States, and can- 
not be extended to the offence of forging paper 


| money but by that unjustifiable power of construc- 


tion which founds an implication upon an implica- 
tion, and hangs one implied power upon another. 
The word currency is not in the Constitution; nor 
any word which can be made to cover a circula- 
tion of bank notes. Gold and silver is the only 
thing recognised for money. It is the money, and 
the only money of the Constitution; and every his- 
toric recollection, as well as every phrase in the 
Constitution, and every early statute on the sub- 
People were 
sick of paper money about the time the Constitu- 
tion was formed. The Congress of the Confeder- 
‘ation, in the time of the Revolution, had issued 
a currency of paper money. It had run the full 
career of that currency. The wreck of two hundred 
millions of paper dollars lay upon the land? The 
framers of the Constitution worked in the midst 
of that wreck. They saw the havoc which paper 
money had made upon the fortunes of individuals 
and the morals of the public. They determined to 
have no more Federal paper money. They created 
a hard money Government; they intended the new 
Government to recognise nothing for money but 
gold and silver; and every word admitted into the 
Constitution upon the subject of money defines 
and establishes that sacred, intention. ; 

Legislative enactment (continued Mr. B.) came 
quickly to the aid of constitutional intention, and 
historic recollection. The fifth statute passed at 
the first session of the first Congress that ever sat 
under the present Constitution, was full and ex- 
plicit on this head. It defined the kind of money 
which the Federal Treasury should receive. The 
enactments of the statute are remarkble for their 
brevity and comprehension, as well as for their 
clear interpretation of the Constitution, and de- 
serve to be repeated and remembered. They are: 
That the fees and duties payable to the Federal 
Government shall be received in gold and silver 
coin only; the gold coins of France, Spain, Portu- 
gal, and England, and all other gold coins at equal 
fineness, at 89 cents for every pennyweight; the 
Mexican dollar at 100 cents; the crown of France 
at 111 cents; and all other silver coins of equal fine- 
ness, at 11] cents per ounce. This statute was 
passed the 30th day of July, 1789, just one month 
after Congress had commenced the work of legis- 
lation. It shows the sense of the Congress, com- 
posed of the men, in great part, who had framed 
the Constitution, and who, by using the Word 
only, clearly expressed their intention that gold 
and silver alone was to constitute the currency of 
the new Government. 

In support of this construction of the Constitu- 
tion, Mr. B. referred to the phrase so often used 
by our most aged and eminent statesmen, that this 
was intended to be a hard-money Government. 
Yes, (said Mr. B.,) the framers of the Constitution 
were hard-money men; but the chief expounder 
and executor of that Constitution was not a hard- 
money man, but a paper-system man!—a man 
devoted to the paper-system of England with all the 
firmness of conviction, and all the fervor of enthu- 
siasm. God forbid (said Mr. B.) that I should - 
do injustice to General Hamilton—that I should 
say or insinuate aught to derogate from the just 
fame of that great man! He has many titles to 
the gratitude and admiration of his countrymen, 
and the heart could not be American which could 
dishonor or disparage his memory. But his ideas 
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of government did not receive the sanction of gen- 
eral approbation; and of all his political tenets, his 
attachment to the paper-system was most strongly 
opposed at the time, and has produced the most 
lasting and deplorable results upon the country. 
In the year 1791, this great man, then Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, brought forward his celebrated 
plan for the support of public credit—that plan 
which unfolded the entire scheme of the paper 
system, and immediately developed the great po- 
Hitical line between the Fedgralists and the Repub- 
licans. The establishment of a national bank was 
the leading and predominant feature of that plan; 
and the original report of the Secretary, in favor of 
establishing the bank, contained this fatal and de- 
plorable recommendation: 

‘¢ The bills and notes of the bank, originally made 
‘payable, or which shall have become payable, on de- 
€ mand, in gold and silver coin, shall be receivable in 
€ all payments to the United States.” 

This fatal recommendation became a clause in 
the charter.of the bank. It was transferred from 
the report of the Secretary to the pages of the 
statute book; and from that moment the moneyed 
character of the Federal Government stood chang- 
ed and reversed.. Federal bank notes took the 
place of hard money; and the whole edifice of the 
new Government slided at once from the solid rock 

`of gold and ver money, on which its framers 
had placed it, into the troubled and tempestuous 
ocean of a paper currency. 

Mr. B. said it was no answer to this most serious 
charge of having changed the moneyed character 
of the Federal Government, and of the whole 
Union, to say that the notes of the Bank of the 
United States are not made a legal tender between 
man and man. There was no necessity (he said) 
for a statute law to that effect; it was sufficient 
that they were made a legal tender to the Federal 
Government; the law of necessity, far superior to 
that of the statute book, would do the rest. A 
law-of tender wag not necessary; a forced, inci- 
dental tender resulted as an inevitable consequence 
from the credit and circulation which the Federal 
Government gave them. Whatever was received 
at the custom-houses, at the land offices, at the 
post offices, at the marshal’s and district attorney’s 
offices, and in all the various dues to the Federal 
Government, must be received, and will be re- 
ceived, by the people. It becomes the actual and 
practical currency of the land. People must take 
it, or get nothing; and thus the Federal Govern- 
ment, establishing a paper currency for itself, 
establishes it also for the States, and for the people, 
and everybody must use it from necessity, whether 
compelled by Jaw or not. 

Mr. B. said it was not to be supposed that the 
objection which he now took to the unconstitut 
tionality of the clause which made the notes of the 
Federel bank a legal tender to the Federal Govern- 
ment, was an objection which could be overlooked 
or disregarded by the adversaries of the bank in 
1791. 


in itself a separate and distinct breach of the 


Constitution, going the whole length of emitting | 


paper money, and the more odious and reprehen- 
sible because a privileged company was to have 
the monopoly of the emission. The genius of 
Hamilton was put in requisition to answer this 
objection; and the best answer which that great 
man could give it was a confession of the omnipo- 


tence of the objection, and the total impossibility || 


of doing it away. His answer surrendered the 
whole question of a currency. It sunk the notes 
of the bank, which were then to be tendered to 
the Federal Government, to the condition of sup- 
plies furnished to the Government, and to be 
The answer took refuge under 


his Secretaries. It was the clause in which Gen- 
eral Hamilton replied to the objection to the con- 
atitutionality of making the notes of the ban 
receivable in payment of public dues. 


It was not overlooked or disregarded: on | 
the contrary, it was denounced and combated, as |j 


| 


Ki To designate, or appoint, the moncy, or thing, | 
| ‘in which taxes are to be paid, is not only a proper, 
‘but a necessary exercise of the power of collect- | 
| ‘ing them. Accordingly, Congress, in the. law 
‘ concerning the collection of the duties, imposts, | 
‘and tonnage, have provided that they shall be 
‘payable in gold and silver. But, while it was an 
‘indispensable part of the work to say in what they | 
‘should be paid, the choice of the specific thing was 
‘amere matter of discretion. The payment might | 
‘have been requiredin the commodities themselves. 
‘Taxes in kind, however ill-judged, are not with- 
‘out precedents, even in the United States; or it 
‘might have been in the paper money of the several || 
‘States, or in the bills of the Bank of North Amer- 
Sica, New York, and Massachusetts, all, or either || 
‘of them; it might have been in bills issued under |! 
“the authority of the United States. No part of |! 
“this, itis presumed, can be disputed. The ap- |i 
‘pointment of the MONEY or THING inwhich the 
‘taxes are to be paid, is an incident of the POWER 
‘of collection. And among the expedients which 
‘may be adopted, is that of bills issued under the 
‘authority of the United States.” 

Mr. B. would read no further, although the! 
argument of General Hamilton extended through 
several pages. The nature of the argumentis fully | 
disclosed in whatisread. Itsurrenders the whole | 
question of acurrency. Neither the power to fur- 
nish a currency, nor to regulate currency, is pre- 
tended to be claimed. The notes of the new bank (4 
are putupon the footing, not of money, but of com- 
modities—things—articles in kind—which the tax 
receiver may accept from thetax payer, and which 
are to be-used and consumed by the tax receiver, || 
and not to be returned tothe people, much less to || 
be diffused over the country in place of money. || 
This is the original idea and conception of these | 
notes. It isthe idea under which they obtained |; 
the legal capacity of receivability in payment of | 
public dues; and from this humble conception, this | 
degraded assimilation to corn and grain, to clothes | 
and provisions, they have, by virtue of that clause 
| in the charter, crept up to the character of money 
—become the real, practical currency of the land— | 
driven the currency of the Constitution from the 
land—and so depraved the public intellect as now 
to be called for as money, and proclaimed to be 
indispensable to the country, when the author of 
the bank could not rank them higher than an 
expedient for paying a tax. 

1. In the next place, Mr. B. believed that the 
quantity of specie derivable from foreign com- | 
merce, added to the quantity of gold derivable 
from our own mines, were fully sufficient, if- not 
expelled from the country by unwise laws, to fur- 
| nish the people with an abundant circulation of 
gold and silver coin, for their common currency, 
without having recourse to a circulation of small | 
bank notes. 

The truth of these propositions, Mr. B. held to | 
be susceptible of complete and ready proof. He 
| spoke first of the domestic supply of native gold, 
and said that no mines had ever developed more 
rapidly than these had done, or promised more 
abundantly than they now do. In the year 1824 | 
they were a spot, in the State of North Carolina; 
they are now a region spreading into six States. 
In the year 1824, the product was $5,000; in the 
‘| last year the product, in coined gold, was $868,000; 
li in uncoined, as much more; and the product of the 

present year computed at $2,000,000; with every 


1 
i 


| 
| 
i 
prospect of continued and permanent increase. i 
i The probability was, that these mines alone, in | 
the lapse of a few years, would furnish an abund- | 
i ant supply of gold to establish a plentiful circula- | 
i| tion of that metal, if not expelled from the country |! 
|i by unwise laws. But the great source of supply, |: 
| 


|; both for gold and silver, (Mr. B. said,) wasin our | 
It was this foreign commerce |; 


il sufficient stock of the precious metals to supply || 


| 2. Europe and Northern Asia.... 
| 3. The coast of Africa........... 


| no idea of bank credits and paper money, 


the largest circulation which the common business 
of the country could require.. : 

Mr. B. believed that the product of foreign - 
mines, and the quantity of gold and silver now In 
existence, tobe mach greater than was commonly 
supposed; and as a statement of its amount would 
establish his proposition in favor of an adequate 
supply of these metals, for the common currency 
of the country, he would state that amount, as he 
found it calculated in approved works of political 
economy. He looked to the three great sources 
of supply: 1. Mexicoand South America; 2: Eu- 
rope and Northern Asia; 3. The cost of Africa. 
Taking the discovery of the New World as the 
starting point from. which the calculation would 
commence, and the product was: 

1. Mexico and South America... .$6,458,000,000 
628,000,000 
150,000,000 


making a total product of seven thousand two huni- 


j dred and thirty-six millions in the short space of 


three centuries and a half. Tothis is to be added 
the quantity existing at the time the New World 
was discovered; and which was computed at 
$2,300,000,000. Upon all these data the political 
economists, (Mr. B. said,) after deducting $2,000,- 
000,000 for waste and consumption, still computed 
the actual stock of gold and silver in Europe, Asia, 
and America, in 1832, at about seven thousand 
millions of dollars, and that quantity constantly 
and rapidly increasing. f 
Mr. B. had no doubt but that the quantity of 
gold and sìlver in Europe, Asia, and America, was 
sufficient to carry on the whole business of the 
world, He said that States and Empires far greater 
in wealth and population than any now existing—. 
far superior in publicand private magnificence--had 
carried on all the business. of private life and all 
the affairs of national government upon gold and 
silver alone, and that before the mines of Mexico -~ 
and Peru were known or dreamed of, He alluded 
to the great nations of antiquity, to the Assyrian 
and Persian empires, to Egypt, Carthage, Rome, 
to the Grecian republics, the kingdoms of Asia 
Minor, and to the empire transcending all these 
put together, the Saracenic Empire of the Caliphs, 
which, taking for its centre the eastern limit of the 
Roman world, extended its. dominion as far west 
as Rome had conquered, and farther east than 
Alexander had marched. These great nations, 
whose ‘armies crushed empires at a blow, whose 
monumental edifices still attest their grandeur, had 
he 
used gold and silver alone. Such Degeneres 
phrases as sound currency, paper medium, circu- 
lating media, never once sounded in their heroic 
ears. 
. But why go back (exclaimed Mr. B.) to the na- 
tions of antiquity? Why quit our own day? Why 
look beyond the boundaries of Europe? We have 
seen an empire in our own day, of almost fabulous 


| grandeur and magnificence, carrying on all its vast 


undertakings upon a currency of gold and silver, 
without deigning to recognise paper for money. I 
speak (said Mr. B.) of France—great and imperial 
France—and have my eye upon that first year of 
the Consulate, when a young and victoridus gen- 
eral, just transferred from the camp to a council, 


i announced to his astonished ministers that specie 
| payments should commence in France by a given 
; day !—in that France which for so many years had 
| Seen nothing but a miserable currency of depre- 


ciated mandats and assignats! The annunciation 
was heard with the inward contemptand open dis- 
trust which the whole tribe of hack politicians 


; everywhere feel for the statesmanship of military 
i men. It was followed by the success which it be- 
: longs to genius to inspire and to command. Specie 
|| payments commenced in France on theday named, 
i; and a hard money currency has been the sole cur- 
i rency of France from that day to this, 


Mr. B. here cited a passage from a letter of Mr. 


| Gallatin to Mr. Ingham, then Secretary of the 
| Treasury, (December, 1829,) to confirm what he 
| Said of the French currency., 


he passage. 


‘as currency. The bank cf France alone issues 
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t paper, and none of a denomination less than five 
< bundred-francs; so that it is used almost exclu- 
“sively for commercial transactions, and remit- 
t tances, and makes no part of the currency, properly 
‘ so called, of the country. Paper, as all know, ne- 
‘cessarily drives away the precious metals, which 
s will naturally flow to the places where paper is 
‘not used. ‘They (the precious metals) are a 
(dearer, but the only safe, circulating medium; 
tand: no country that will resort to other means, 
tean. expect to have a sound and uniform cur- 
t rency.” 

Such (said Mr. B.) isthe currency of France; 
a country whose taxes exceed a thousand millions 
of francs—whose public and private expenditures 
requiré a circulation of three hundred and fifty 
millions of dollars—and which possess that circu- 
lation, every dollar of it,in gold andsilver. After 
this. example, can any one doubt the capacity of 
the United States to supply itself with specie? 
Reason and history forbid the doubt. Reason in- 
forms us that hard money flows into the vacuum 
the instant that small bank notes are driven out. 
France recovered a specie circulation within a 
year after the consular government refused to 
recognise paper for money. England recovered a 


gold circulation of about one hundred millions of || 


dollars within four years after the one and two 
pound notes were suppressed. Our own country 
filled up with Spanish milled dollars, French 
crowns, doubloons, half joes, and guineas, as by 
magic, at the conclusion of the revolutionary war, 
and the suppression of the continental bills, The 
business’ of the United States would not require 
above sixty or seventy millions of gold and silver 
for the common currency of the people, and the 
basis of large bank notes, and bills of exchange, 
of that sum more than one-third is now in the 
country, but not in eireulation. The Bank of the 
United States hoards above ten millions. At the 
expiration of her charter, in 1836, that sum will 
be paid out, in redemption of its notes—will go 
into the hands of the people—and, of itself, will 
nearly double the quantity of silver now in circu- 
lation. Our native mines will be yielding, annu- 
ally, some millions of gold; foreign commerce will 
be pouring in her accustomed, copious supply; 
the correction of the erroneous value of gold, the 
liberal admission of foreign coins, and the sup- 
pression of small notes, will invite, and retain an 
adequate metallic currency. The present moment 
is peculiarly favorable for these measures. For- 
eign exchanges are now in our favor; silver is 
coming here, although not current by our laws; 
` both gold and silver would flow in, and that im- 
mediately, to an immense amount, if raised to 
their proper value, and put on a proper footing, 
by our laws. Three days legislation, on these 
subjects, would turn copious supplies of gold and 


silver into the country, diffuse them through every | 


neighborhood, and astonish gentlemen when they 
got home at midsummer, at finding hard money, 
where they had left paper. Mr. B. was against 
a small paper currency; not against large bank 


notes, and expressed a concurrency in much that ; 


was said on paper money by the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. CaLnoun,] though differing 
so much on the subject of the national bank. 

lif. In the third place, Mr. B. undertook to 
aflirm, as a proposition free from dispute or con- 
testation, that the value now set upon gold by the 
laws of the United States, was unjust and erro- 
neous; that these laws had expelled gold from 
circulation; and that it was the bounden duty of 
Congress to restore that coin to circulation, by 
restoring it to its just value. In this he had the 
pleasure to concur heartily with the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun.] 

That gold was undervalued by the laws of the 
United States, and expelled from circulation, was 
a fact (Mr. B. said) which everybody knew; but 
there was something else which everybody did 
not know; which few, in reality, had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing; but which was necessary to be 
known, to enable the friends of gold to go to work 
at the right place to effect the recovery of that 
precious metal which their fathers once possessed; 


which the subjects of European kings now pos- | 


sess——which the citizens of the young republics 
to the South, all possess~-but which even the free 
negroes of San Domingo possess—but which the 
yeomanry of this America have been deprived of 


« 


for more than twenty years, and will be-deprived 
of forever, unless they discover the cause of the 
evil, and apply tie remedy to its root. . 

I have already shown (said Mr. B.) that the plan 
for the support of public credit which General 
Hamilton brought forward in 1791, was a plan for 
the establishment of the paper system in our Amer- 
ica. We had at that time a gold currency which 
was circulating freely and fully all over the coun- 
try. Gold is the antagonist of paper, and, with 
fair play, will keep a paper currency within just 
and proper limits. It will keep down the small 
notes; for no man will carry a five,a ten, or a 
twenty dollar note in his pocket when he can get 
guineas, eagles, half eagles, doubloons, and half 
joes to carry in their places. The notes of the new 
Bank of the United States, which bank formed the 
leading feature in the plan for the support of public 
credit, had already derived one undue advantage 
over gold, on being put on a level with it in point 
of legal tender to the Federal Government, and uni- 
versal receivability in all payments to that Govern- 
ment. They were now to derive another and a 
still greater undue advantage over gold, in the law 
for the establishment of the national Mint, an in- 
stitution which also formed a feature of the plan 
for the support of public credit. It is to that plan 
that we trace the origin of the erroneous valuation 
of gold which has banished that metal from the 
country. Mr. Secretary Hamilton, in his propo- 
sition for the establishment of a Mint, recommend- 
ed that the relative value of gold to silver should be 
fixed at fifteen for one, and that recommendation 
became the law of the land, and has remained so 
ever since. At the same time, the relative value of 
these metals in Spain and Portugal, and through- 
out their vast dominionsin the New World, whence 


| our principal supplies of gold were derived, was 


at the rate of sixteen for one; thus making our 


standard six per cent. below the standard of the |j 


countries which chiefly produced gold. It was 
also below the English standard, and the French 
standard, and below the standard which prevailed 
in these States before the adoption of this Consti- 
tution, and which was actually prevailing in the 
States at the time that this new proportion of 
fifteen to one was established. 

Mr. B. was ready to admit that there was some 
nicety requisite in adjusting the relative value of 
two different kinds of money—gold and silver, for 
example—so as to preserve an exact equipoise 
between them, and to prevent either from expell- 
ing the other. There was some nicety, but no 
insuperable, or even extraordinary difficulty, in 
making the adjustment. The nicety of the ques- 
tion was aggravated in the year 92, by the diffi- 
culty of.obtaining exact knowledge of the relative 
value of these metals, at that time, in France and 
England; and Mr. Gallatin has since shown that 
the information which was then relied upon, was 
clearly erroneous. The consequence of any mis- 
take in fixing our standard, was also well known 
in the year 92. Mr. Secretary Hamilton, in his 
proposition for the establishment of a Mint, ex- 
pressly declared that the consequence of a mistake 
in the relative value of the two metals, would be 
the expulsion of the one that was undervalued. 
Mr. Jefferson, then Secretary of State, in his co- 
temporaneous report upon foreign coins, declared 
the same thing. Mr. Robert Morris, financier to 
the revolutionary Government, in his proposal to 
establish a Mint in 1782, was equally explicit to 
the same effect. The delicacy of the question, 
and the consequence of a mistake, were, then, fully 
understood forty years ago, when the relative 
value of gold and silver was fixed at fifteen to one. 
But, at that time, it unfortunately happened that 
the PAPER SYSTEM, then omnipotent in Eng- 
land, was making its transit to our America; and 
everything that would go to establish that system 
—everything that would go to sustain the new- 
born Bank of the United States—that eldest 
daughter, and spem gregis, of the paper. system in 
America—fell in with the prevailing current, and 
apes incorporated in the Federal legislation of 
the day. 

Gold, it was well known, was the antagonist 
of paper; that from its intrinsic value, the natu- 
ral predilection of all mankind for it, its small 
bulk, and the facility of carrying it about, would 


be preferred to paper, either for traveling or keep- 
ing in the house, and this would limit and circum- 


s 


scribe the general circulation of bank notes, and 
prevent all- plea of necessity for issuing smaller 
notes. Silver, on the.contrary, from its incon- 
venience of transportation, would favor the circu- 
lation. of bank notes. Hence the birth of the 


| doctrine, that if a mistake was to be committed, 


it should be on the side of silver! Mr. Secretary 
Hamilton declares the existence of this feeling, 
when, in his report upon the establishment of a 
Mint, he says: ** It is sometimes observed, that silver 
‘ought to be encouraged, rather than gold, as being 
‘more conducive to the extension of bank circulation, 
‘from the greater difficulty and inconvenience which 
‘its greater bulk, compared with iis value, occa- 
‘sions in the transportation of it.” This passage 
in the Secretary’s report proves the existence of 
the feeling in favor of silver against gold, and the 
cause of that feeling. Quotations might be made 
from the speeches of others, to show that they 
acted upon that feeling; but it is due to General 
Hamilton to say that he disclaimed such a motive 
for himself, anc expressed a desire to retain both 
metals in circulation, and even to have a gold 
dollar. : 

The proportion of 15to 1 was established. The 
11th section of the act of April, 1792, enacted that 
every fifteen pounds weight of pure silver should 


be equal in value in all payments, gith one pound . 


of pure gold; and so in proportiorffor less quan- 
tities of the respective metals.* This act was the 
death warrant to the gold currency. The dimin= 
ished circulation of that coin soon began to be ob- 
servable; but it was not immediately extinguished. 
Several circumstances delayed, but eould not pre- 
vent that catastrophe. 1. The Bank of the United 


! States then issued no note of less denomination 


than ten dollars, and but few of them. 2. There 
were but three other banks in the United States, 
and they issued but few small notes; so thata 
small note currency did not come directly into 


-conflict with gold. 3..The trade to the lower 


Mississippi continued to bring up, from Natchez 
and New Orleans, for many years, a large supply 
of doubleons, and long supplied a gold currency 
to the new States in the West. Thus, the ab- 
sence of a small note currency, and the constant 
arrivals of doubloons from the lower Mississippi, 
deferred the fate of the gold currency; and it was 
not until the lapse of near twenty years after the 
adoption of the erroneous standard of 1792, that 
the circulation of that metal, both foreign and 
domestic, became completely and totally extin- 
guished in the United States, The extinction ig 
now complete, and must remain so, until the laws 
are altered. 

In making this annunciation, and in thus stand- 
ing forward to expose the error, and to demand 
the reform of the gold currency, he (Mr. B.) was 
not setting up for the honors of a first discoverer, 
or first inventor, Far from it. He was treading 
in the steps of other, and abler men, who had 
gone before him.. Four Secretaries of the Treas- 
ury-—Gallatin, Dallas, Crawford, and Ingham— 
had, each in their day, pointed out the error in the 
gold standard, and recommended its correction. 
Repeated reports of committees, in both Houses 
of Congress had dòne the same thing. Of these 
reports, he would name those of the late Mr. 
Lowndes, of South Carolina; of Mr. Sanford, 
late a Senator from New York; of Mr. Campbell 
P. White, now a Representative from the city of 
New York. Mr. B. took pleasure.in recalling, 
and presenting to public notice, the names of the 
eminent men who had gone before him in the 
exploration of this path. It was due to them, 
now that the good cause seemed to be in the road 
to success, to yield to them all the honors of first 
explorers; it was due to the cause also, in this 
hour of final trial, to give it the high sanction of 
their names and labors. : 


*« The present rate was the result of informa- 
tion clearly incorrect, respecting the then value of 
gold and silver in Europe, which was represented 
as being. at the rate of less than 15 to 1, when 
it was, in fact, from 15.5 to 15.6:1. It would be 
better, at all events, to discontinue altogether the 
coining of gold than to continue the present sys- 
tem. The average premium on the American 
gold coins, for the last four-and-a-half years, has 
been about 5 1-6 on the nominal value. ”—Mr. 
Gallatin’s letter to Mr. Ingham, Dec. 31, 1829. 
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Mr. B. would arrest for an instant the current of 
his remarks, to fix the attention of the Senate upon 
a reflection which must suggest itself to the minds 
of all considerate persons. He would ask how it 

could happen that so many men, and such men as 
he had named, laboring for so many years, ina 
cause so just, for an object so beneficial, upon a 
state of facts so undeniable, could so long and so 
uniformly fail of success? How could this hap- 
pen? Sir, exclaimed, Mr. B., ithappened because 
the policy of the Bank of the United Stateg'¢@yyired 
it to happen! The same policy which aired 
rold to be undervalued in 1792, when the first bank 
was chartered, has required it to be undervalued 
ever since, now that a second bank has been estab- 
lished; and the same strength which enabled these 
banks to keep themselves-up, also enabled them 
to keep gold down.. This is the answer to the 
question, and this the secrét of the failure of all 
these eminent men in their laudable efforts to raise 
gold again to the dignity of money. This is the 
secret of theig-failure; and this secret being now 
known, the road which leads to the reformation 
of the gold currency, lies uncovered and revealed 
before us: it is the road which leads to the over- 
throw of the Bank of the United States—to the 
sepulchre of that institution; for while that bank 
lives, or has the hope of life, gold cannot be 
restored to life. Here, then, lies the question of || 
the reformation of the gold currency. If the bank 
is defeated, that currency is reformed; if the bank 
ig victorious, gold remains degraded, to continue 
an article of merchandise in the hands of the bank, 
and to be expelled from circulation to make room 
for its five, its ten, and twenty dollar notes. Let 
the people, then, who are in favor of restoring 


| of Cuba it is 17 to 1; in Spain and Portugal it is 


his latest report to Congress, says, that the new 
coined gold frequently remains in the Mint un- 
called for, though ready for delivery, until the day 
arrives for a packet to sail to Europe. He calcu- 
lates that two millions of native gold will be coined 
annually hereafter; the whole -of which, Mr. B. 
said, without a reform of the gold standard, will 
be conducted, like exiles, from the national Mint to 
the sea-shore, and transported to foreign regions, 
| to be sold for the benefit of the Bank of the United 
States. À 
Mr. B. said this was not the time to discuss the 
| relative value of gold and silver, nor to urge the 
particular proportion which ought to be estab- 
lished between them. That would be the proper 
| work of a committee. At present it might be suf- 
i ficient, and notirrelevant, to say that this question 
| was one of commerce—that it was purely and 
simply a mercantile problem—as much so as an 
| acquisition of any ordinary merchandise from for- 
; eign countries could be. Gold goes where it finds 
| its value, and that value is what the laws of great 
nations giveit. In Mexicoand South America— 
the countries which produce gold, and from which 
the United States must derive their chief supply—. 
the value of gold is 16 to 1 over silver; in the island 


16 to 1; in the West Indies, generally, it is the 
same. Itisnotto be supposed that gold will come 
from these countries to the United States if the 
importer is to lose one dollar in every sixteen that 
he brings; or that our own gold will remain with 
us, when an exporter can gain a dollar upon every 
fifteen that he carries out. Such results would be 
contrary to the laws of trade; and therefore we 
must place the same value upon gold that other 


gold to circulation, go to work in the right place, 
“nd put down the power that first pat down gold, 
nd which will never suffer that coin to rise while 
zt has power to prevent it. 

Mr. B. did not think it necessary to descant, 
and expatiate upon the merits and advantages of 
a gold currency. These advantages had been too 
well known, from the earliest ages of the worl, 
to be a subject of discussion in the nineteenth cen- 
tury; but as it was the policy of the paper system 
to disparage that metal, and as that system in its 
forty years reign over the American people had 
nearly destroyed a knowledge of that currency, || 
he would briefly enumerate its leading-and promi- 
nent advantages. 1. Ithas an intrinsic value; which | 
gave it currency all over the world, to the full | 
amount of that value, without regard to laws or | 
circumstances. 2. It had a uniformity of value; 
which made it the safest standard of the value of 
property which the wisdom of man had ever yet 
discovered. 3. Its portability; which made it easy 
for the traveller to curry it about with him. 4. Its 
indestructibitity; which made it the safest money | 
that people could keep in their houses. 5. Its in- 
herent purity; which made it the hardest money to 
be counterfeited, and the easiest to be detected, 
and, therefore, the safest money for the people to 
handle. 6. Its superiority over all other money; 
which gave to its possessor the choice and com- į 
mand of all’ other money. 7. Its power over ex- 
changes; gold being the currency which contributes | 
most to the equalization of exchange, and keeping 
down the rate of exchange to the lowest, and 
most uniform, point. 8. Its power over the paper 
money; gold being the natural enemy of that | 
money, and, with fair play, able to hold it in| 
check, 9. Itis a constitutional currency; and the | 
people have a right to demand it, for their cur- | 
rency, as long as the present Constitution js per- 
mitted to exist. , 

Mr. B. said, that the false valuation pat upon 
gold had rendered the Mint of the United States, 
so far as the gold coinage is concerned, a most 
ridiculous and absurd institution. It has coined, | 
and that ata large expense to the United States, 
2,962,717 pieces of gold, worth $11,852,890; and 
where are these pieces now? Not one of them 
to be seen ! all sold, and exported! And so regular 
is this operation that the Director of the Mint, in 
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| laws and advantages which do not prevail in the 


‘lings; another which required the Bank of Eng- 
‘ suppressed the small note circulation; a fourth 
: which alloyed their silver nine per cent. below the 
i value of pure silver. 


|| was in Spain, Portugal, Mexico, and South Amer- 


{pal 
ition at this time. 
|| Union also 
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nations do, if we wish to gain any part of theirs, 
or to retain any part of our own. Mr. B. said 
that the case of England and France was no ex- 
ception to this rule. They rated gold at something 
less than 16 for 1, and still retained gold in circu- 
lation; but it was retained by force of peculiar 


United States. In England the circulation of gold 
was aided and protected by four subsidiary laws, 
neither of which exists here; one which prevented 
silver from being a tender for more than forty shil- 


land to pay all its notes in gold; a third which 


In France the relative pro- 
_ portion of the two metals was also below what it 


‘ica, and still a plentiful supply of gold remained 
iin circulation; but this result was aided by two 
| peculiar causes: first, the total absence of a paper 
i currency; secondly, the proximity of Spain, and 
‘the inferiority of Spanish manufactures, which 
| gave to France a ready and a near market for the 
sale of her fine fabrics, which were paid for in the 
‘gold of the New World. In the United States 
| gold would have none of these subsidiary helps; 
lon the contrary it would have to contend with a 
| paper currency, and would have to be obtained— 
pene product of our own mines excepted—from 
| Mexico and South America, where itis rated as 
16 to 1 for silver. All these circumstances, and 
| many others, would have to be taken into censid- 

tion in fixing a standard for the United States. 


| do for America, what a military chieftain did for 
i France. Above ail, those who are now engaged 
i in decrying the State governments, and represent- 
ing them as unfit to be trusted with their currency 
i Wichont a master, should not come out with a 
practical confession, that~this boasted Federal 
| Government cannot perform for the Union what 
| the State governments, each for itself, performed 
| for its citizens for the whole period which elapsed 
i from the close of the Revolution to the establish- 
iment of this Government, 
| Mr. B. made his acknowledgments to the great 
apostle of American liberty (Mr. Jefferson) for the 
wise practical idea, that the value of gold was a 
commercial question, to be settled by its value in 
other countries. He had seen that remark in the 
works of that great man, and treasured it up, as 
teaching the plain and ready way-to accomplish 
an apparently difficult object; and he fully con- 
curred with the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Caxuovun,] that gold, in the United States, ought 
to be the preferred meta!——not that silver should 
be expelled, but both retained; the mistake, if any, 
to be in favor of gold, instead of being against it. 
1V. Mr. B. believed that it was the intention, 
and declared meaning of the Constitution, that 
foreign coins should pass currently as money, and 
at their full value, within the United States; that 
| it was the duty of Congress to promote the circu- 
lation of these coins, by giving them: their full 
value; that this was the design of the States, in 
conferring upon Congress the exclusive power of 
regulating the value of these coins; that all the 
| laws of Congress for preventing the circulation of 
i foreign coins, and underrating their value, were so 
many breaches of the Constitution, and so many 
mischiefs inflicted upon the States; and that it was 
| the bounden duty of Congress to repeal all such 
i laws, and to restore foreign coins to the same free 
and favored circulation which they possessed when 
the Federal Constitution was adopted. 
| In support of the first branch of his first propo- 
sition, Mr. B. quoted the words of the Constitu- 
tion which authorized Congress to regulate the. 
value of foreign coins; secondly, the clause in the 
Constitution which authorized Congress to provide 
for punishing the counterfeiting of current coin, in 
which term foreign coin was included; thirdly, the 
clause which prohibited the States from making 
anything but gold and silver coin a tender jn pay- 
ment of debts—a clause which did not limit the, 
prohibition to domestic coins, and therefore in- 
cluded foreign ones. These three clauses, he said, 
were concurfent, and put foreign coin and domestic 
coin upon the same precise footing of equality in, 
| every particular which concerned their current 
circulation, their value, and their protection from 
counterfeiters. Historical recollections were the 
next evidence to which Mr. DB. referred to sustain 
his position. He said that foreign coins were the 
only coins known in the United States at the 
adoption of the Constitution. No Mint had been 
established up to that time. The coins of other 
| nations furnished the currency, and the exclusive 
metallic currency, which the States had used from 
the close of the revolutionary war up to the forma- 
tion of this Federal Government. It was these 
foreign coins, then, which the framers of the Con- 
stitution had in view when they inserted all the 
clauses in the Constitution which bear upon the 
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: Mr. B. repeated that there was nicety, but no dif- 
‘ fieulty, in adjusting the relative value of gold and 
_ silver so ag to retain both in circulation. Several 
‘nations of antiquity had done it; some modern 
The English have both in tircula- 
The French have both, and 
for thirty years. The States of this 
had both in the time of the Confedera- 
ined them until this Federal Govern- 
ed, and the paper system adopt- 


‘nations also. 
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value and current circulation of coin; its protection 
from counterfeiters, and the prohibitory restriction 
upon the States with respect to the illegality of 
tenders of anything except gold and silver. To 
make this point stiil plainer, if plainer it could be 
made, Mr. B. adverted to the early statutes of 
Congress which related to foreign coins. He had 
| seen no less than nine statutes, passed in the first 
four years of the action of this Federal Govern- 


| ment, all enacted for the purpose of regulating the 


value, protecting the purity, and promotirg the 
circulation of these coins. Not only the well- 
known coins of the principal nations were pro- 
vided for in these statutes, but the coins of all the 
nations with whom we traded, how rare or small 
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might be the coin, or how remote or inconsider- | 
able might be the nation. Bya general provision | 
of the act of 1789, the gold coins of all nations | 
which equalled those of England, France, Spain, | 
and Portuzal in fineness, were to be current at 89 | 
cents the penny weight, and the silver coins of all : 
nations which equalled the Spanish dollarin fine- | 
ness, were to be current at 111 cents the ounce. | 
Under these general provisions, a great influx of , 
the precious metals took place. Doubloons, gui- | 
neas; hali-joes, were the common and familiar cur- 
rency of farmers and laborers, as well as of mer- 
chants ‘and traders. ` Every substantial citizen 
then kept in his house a pair of small scales to 


| 


| 
weigh gold, which are now used by his posterity | 
lt is a great many years—a: 


to weigh physic. 
whole generation has grown up—since these scales 
were used for their original purpose, nor will they 


ever:be needed again for that use until the just and ; 


wise laws of 789 and 790, for the general circula- 
tion of foreign coins shall again be put in force. 


‘These early statutes, added to historical recollec- | 


tions, could leave no doubt of the true meaning of 


the Constitution, and that foreign coins were in- | 
| 


tended to be forever current within the United | 
States. j i 

With this obvious meaning of the Constitution, 
and the undeniable advantage which redounded to | 
the United States from the acquisition of the pre- | 
cious metals from al! foreign nations, the inquiry | 


naturally presents itself to know for what reasons ij 


these coins have been outlawed by the Congress | 


of the United States, and driven from circulation, || 


Theinquiring mind wishes to know how Congress | 
could be brought, in a few short years after the | 
adoption of the Constitution, to contradict that! 
instrument in a vital particular—-to repeal the nine | 
statutes which they had passed in favor of foreign 

© coin—and to illegalize the circulation of that coin | 
whose value they were to regulate, and whose 

purity to protect. . 

Sir, (said Mr. B.,) I am unwilling to appear al- | 
ways in the same train, tracing up all the evils of | 
our currency to the same fountain of mischief— 
the introduction of the paper system, and the first 
establishment of a Federal bank among us—but 
justice must have its sway, historical truth must 
take its course, facts must be told, and authentic į 
proof shall supply the place of narrative and as- 
sertion. We ascend, then, to the year ’91—tothe 
exhibition of the plan for the support of public | 
credit-—and see in that plan, as one of its features, 
a proposition for the establishment of a national 
Mint, and in that establishment a subsidiary en- 
gine for the support of the Federal bank. We} 
have already seen, that in the proposition for the | 
establishment of the Mint, gold was largely under- 
valued, and that this undervaluation has driven 
gold from the country, and left a vacuum for the 
circulation of Federal banknotes. We are now to 
see that the same Mint establishment was to give | 
farther aid to the circulation of these notes by | 
exclading foreign coins, both gold and silver, from 
circulation, and thus enlarging the vacuum which | 
was to be filled by bank paper. This is what we j 
are now to see; and to see it we will look at the 
plan for the support of public credit, and that fea- 
ture of the plan which proposes the estabiishment 
of anational Mint. 


Tue Rerorr.—Extract. 


‘The last point to be discussed respects the | 
‘currency of foreign coins. The abolition of this, 
‘in proper season, is a necessary part of the sys- | 
‘tem contemplated for the national coinage. But | 
‘this it will be expedient to defer till some con- 
«siderable progress-has been made in preparing 
«substitutes for them. A gradation may, therefore, 
‘be found most’ convenient. ‘The foreign: coins 
«may be suffered to circulate, precisely upon their 
«present footing, for-oné year after the Mint shall 
«have commenced ‘its operations. The privilege | 
«may then be continued for another year, to.the | 
‘gold ecins of Portugal, England, and France, and 
‘to the silver. coins of Spain; and: these may. be | 
s permitted to be current for onéyear.more, at the | 


‘given to the preéxistIng supplies of circulation. 
‘The revenues of the succeeding year, and the 
‘coins which will be brought to the Mint, in con- | 
‘ sequence of the discontinuance of their currency, will 
‘materially extend the substitute in the course of | 
‘that year; and_its extension will be so far in- 
‘creased during the third year, by the facility of 
‘procuring the remaining specie to be recoined, | 
‘which will arise from the diminution of their cur- 
i ‘rent values, as probably to enable the dispensing 
‘wholly with the circulation of the foreign coins 
‘after that period. THE PROGRESS WHICH THE 
“CURRENCY OF BANK BILLS WILL BE LIKELY TO 
‘HAVE MADE, DURING THE SAME TIME, WILL ALSO 
‘AFFORD A SUBSTITUTE OF ANOTHER KIND. It may, | 
‘nevertheless, be advisable to repose a discretion- 
ii ‘ary authority in the President of the United | 
i| ‘States, to continue the currency of the Spanish | 
‘dollar, at a value correspondiug with the quantity of | 
ii fne silver in it, beyond the period above men- | 
“tioned for the cessation of the circulation of | 
t foreign coins.” 

Mr. D. would remark that four points were pre- 
sented in this extract: ist, The eventual abolition 
of the currency of foreign coins; 24, The reduction | 
of their value while allowed to circulate; 3d, 
The substitution of domestic coins; and 4:h, The | 
substitution of bani notes, in place of the uncur- | 
rent and undervalued foreign coins. Such were į 
the recommendations of Secretary Hamilton; and | 
legislative enactments quickly followed to convert 
“his recommendations into law. The only power | 
the Constitution had given to Congress over for- 
eign coins was, a power to regulate their value | 
and to protect them from debasement by counter- | 
feiters. It was certainly a most strange construc- 
tion of that authority first to underrate the value of | 


Yet both things were done. 
operation in 1794; foreign coins were to cease to | 
be a legal tender in 1797; but, at the end of that | 
time, the contingencies on which the Secretary | 
calculated to enable the country to do without 
foreign coins had not occurred; the substitutes 
had not appeared; the Mint had not supplied the 
adequate quantity of domestic coin, ror had the 
circulation of bank notes become sufficiently familiar | 
to the people to supersede gold. The law for the | 
exclusion of foreign coins was found to be imprac- | 
ticable, and a suspension of it for three years wag 
enacted. At the end of this time the evil was! 
found to be as great as ever; and a further suspen- | 
sion of three years was made. This third term 
of three years also rolled over; the supply of do- 
mestic coins was still found to be inadequate, and | 
the people continued to be as averse as ever to the | 
bank nole substitute. A fourth suspension of the 
| law became necessary, and in 1806 a further sus- 
pension for three years was made; after that a 
fifth, and finally a sixth, suspension, each for the 
period of three years; which brought the period | 
for the actual and final cessation of the circulation 
| of foreign coins to the month of November, 1819. 
From that-time there was no further suspension 
of the prohibitory act. An exception was con- 
tinued, and still remains,in favor of Spanish milled 
dollars, and parts of dollavs; but all other foreign 
coins, even those of Mexico, and all the South 
American States, have ceased to be a legal tender, 
and have lost their character of current money 
within the United States. Their value is degraded 
to the Mint price of bullion, and thus the consti- 
tutional currency becomes an article of merchan- 
dize and exportation. Even the Spanish milled 
dollar, though continued as a legal tender, is valued 
not as money, but for the pure silver in it; and is, | 
therefore, undervalued three or four per cent., and | 
| becomes an article of merchandize. ~The Bank of 
the United States has.collected and sold $4,450,- 
000 of them. . Every. money dealer is employed 
in buying, selling, and. exporting them... The 
South and: West, which receives them, is stripped | 
of. them. .The letter read-in the Senate two days 
ago from. the brokers in- Georgia, to exculpate: | 
themselves from erroneous representations on this 
floor, contained. a-striking proof of this fact. It 
stated that, in the sum of.$334,000 of silver drawn 
| by them. out of the United. States Branch Bank 
iin Savannah, there were:27,700 Spanish. dollars; 
i| that- these Spanish doliars were not paid over to-| 
the State-banks in Georgia, which: had contracted: 
ij for the silver, but remitted to New York, where 


these coins, and next to prohibit their circulation ! || 
The Mint went into || 
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cent. Mr. B. did not mention this circumstance 
as a thing objectionable in those who did it; if 
they had not drawn them from the branch bank, 
that branch would have remitted them to the 
mother bank, and she would have sold them; and 
the fact of being paid any part of their demand in 
Spanish dollars, was proof that their specie was 
out! His object was to fix public attention upon 
the factof the undervaluation of silver, as well ag 
of gold, and the consequent abstraction of that coin 
from the South and West, and the exportation of 
it from the country. 

Having gone through this narrative of facts, and 
shown the exclusion of foreign coins from circula- 
tion to be a part of the paper system, and intended 
to fagilitate the substitution of a bank note cur- 
wont ir. B. went on to state the injuries result- 
ing from the measure. At the head of these in- 
juries he was bound to place the violation of the 
Constitution of the United States, which clearly 
intended that foreign coins should circulate among 
us, and which, in giving Congress authority to 
regulate their value, and to protect them from 
counterfeiters, could never have intended to stop 
their circulation, and to abandon them to debase- 
ment. 2. Fle denounced this exclusion of foreign 
coins as a fraud, and a fraud of the most injurious 
nature, upon the people of the States. The States 
had. surrendered their power over the coinage to 
Congress; they made the surrender in language 
which clearly implied that their currency of foreign 
coins was to be continued to them; yet that cur- 
rency is suppressed; a currency of intrinsic value, 
for which they paid interest to nobody, is sup- 
pressed; and a currency without intrinsic value, 
a currency of paper, subject to every fluctuation, 
and for the supply of which corporate bodies 
receive interest, is substituted in its place. 3. He 
objected to this suppression, as depriving“ the 
whole Union, and especially the Western States, 
of their due and necessary supply of hard money. 
Since that law took effect, the United States had 
only been a thoroughfare for foreign coins to pass 
through. All that was brought into the country 
had to go out of the country. It was exported as 
fast as imported. The custom-house books proved 
this fact. They proved that from 1821 to 1833, 
the imports of specie were $89,498,462; the ex- 
ports, for the same time, were $88,821,433; lack- 
inf but three-quarters of a million of being pre- 
cisely equal to the imports! Some of this coin 
was recoined before it was exported; a foolish and 
expensive operation on the part of the United 
States; but the greater part was exported in the 
sarne form that it was received. Mr. B. had only 
been able to get the exports and imports from 
1821; if he could have obtained those of 1820, and 
the concluding part of 1819, when the prohibitory 
law took effect, the amount would have been about 
ninety-six millions of dollars, the whole of which 
was lost to the country by the prohibitory law, 
and 
retained for home circulation, ifit had not been for 
this law. The loss of this great sum in specie 
was an injury to the whole Union, but especially 
tothe Western States, whose sole resource for coin 
was from foreign countries, for the coinage of the 
Mint could never flow into that region; there was 
nothing in the course of trade, and exchanges, to 
carry money from the Atlantic States to the West; 
and the Mint, if it coined thousands of millions, 
could not supply them. The taking effect of the 
law in the year 1819, was an aggravation of the 
injury. It was the most unfortunate and ruinous 
of all times for driving specie from the country. , 
The western banks, from their exertions to aid the 
country during the war, had stretched their issues 
to the utmost limit; their notes had gone into the 
land offices, the Federal Government turned them 
over to the Bank of the United States, and that 
bank demanded specie. Thus, their necessity for 
specie was increased at. the very: moment that the 
supply: was ‘diminished, and. the general stoppage 
of:the-western- banks was.the inevitable and nat- 
ural result of these combined circumstances. . 

-Mr.-B. the read-an-extract from the memorial 
of the: General Assembly of “Louisiana,: dated 
March, 1820; remonstrating against the. PERNI- 
cious: conskquEnces. of the law for the exclusion 

hat it might: -be 
REPEALED. yra i 
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Tue Memoriat—Ectract. © 


t‘ The General Assembly of the State of Lou- 
‘ isiana respectfully represent: 

“ That the law passed at the last session of Con- 
t gress, providing that from and after the Ist day 
* of November, 1819, foreign gold coin should cease 
“to be current in the United States, has produced 
in this State the most pernicious consequences. * * 
* Those real ad vantages (importation of goid from 
‘Spanish America) have disappeared under the 
‘ operation of the law abovementioned. Inasmuch 
“as doubloons*Have ceased to be current in the 
‘ United States, no reasonable hope can be enter- 
* tained that traders will persist in bringing them 
t here, when in all parts of the West Indies they 
‘ can easily, and at an advantageous rate, exchange 
‘them for every kind of commodities and neces- 
“sary supplies. * * * Was that law inténded 
“to place at the disposal of Government, for coin- 
“age, a sufficient quantity of gold? If such was 
¢ its object, it appears improbable that it will be 
“attained, inasmuch as gold being received at a 
“very high rate at the Havana, and several other 


* places, it will be purchased here for exportation | 


“at a low price by the moneyed men. *° * * 
‘It appears that Congress, when they fixed-a term 
“after which that money should cease to be cur- 
« rent in the United States, had reason to believe, 
‘that before the time prescribed, a quantity of 
« American eagles, nearly equal to the amount of 
‘the foreign specie withdrawn, would be thrown 
‘into circulation; but the General Assembly do not 
“perceive that that object has been fulfilled, and 
“even hud it been, they could not have viewed, witi- 
* out regret, the adoption of a measure which tends 
‘sensibly to affect the commercial relations be- 
“tween LOUISIANA and MEXICO, and which 
‘ would flourish as formerly, if a more immediate 


‘protection was extended to our navigation in | 


‘those quarters, (against pirates,) and the above- 
‘ mentioned law repealed.” 


Having shown the great evils resulting to the 
country from the operation of this law, Mr. B. 
called upon its friends to tell what reason could 
now be given for not repealing it? He affirmed 
that, of the two causes to which the law owed its 
origin, one had failed in toto, and the other had 
succeeded to a degree to make it the curse and the 
nuisance of the country. One reason was to 
induce an adequate supply of foreign coins to. be 
brought to the Mint to be recoined, the other to 
facilitate the substitution of a bank note cur- 
rency. 

‘The fo 
excepted which were imported in its own neigh- 
porhood, and even these were exported nearly as 
fast as recoined. The authority of the directors 
of the Mint had already been quoted to show that 


the new coined gold was transferred direct from | 


the national Mint to the packet ships bound to Eu- 
rope. The custom-house returns showed the large 
exportation of domestic coins. They would be 
found under the head of Domestic Manufactures ex- 
ported,and made a large figurein the list of these ex- 
ports. In the year 1832it amounted to $2,058,474, 
and in the year 1833 to $1,410,941, and every year 
it was more or less, so that the national Mint had 
degenerated into a domestic manufactory of gold 
and silver for exportation to foreign countries. 
But the coins imported at New Orleans, at Charles- 
ton, and at other points remote from Philadelphia, 
did not go there to be recoined. They were, in 


part, exported direct from the place of import,and || ¢ yer coins again to become a legal tender, is impor- 
in part used by the people as current money, IN | < tant in its object, and may be beneficial in its con- || 
disregard of the prohibitory law of 1819. Butthe*)« sequences. itis very apparent, that the denial ! 


ring the same expense, r 
of the use of the money, 
all the while, of bringing it back to 
culation, with the further risk of a 
want of standard fineness at the Mint, when he. 


could sell and export it upon the spot. 
coins could not be recoined so as to supp 
Union by a solitary Mint on the Atlantic coast 
The great West could on! 
Orleans. A branch o 
sapply the West with domest 
since she became a free country; 


ic coins. Mexico 


reign coins did not go to the Mint, those | 


Foreign |; 
ly the ` najuato, Zacatecas, 


7 be supplied from New 
f the Mint placed there, could : 


has established || fixe 


| all parts of the country to be coined in the capital; 


| 
|| pense and trouble of carrying it back and getting it 
;| into circulation, being the exact state of things at 
|| present in the gold mines of the southern States. 
The United States, upon the same principle, and 
|| for the same reasons, should establish branches 
|| of the Mint in the South, convenient to the gold 

mine region, and at New Orleans, for the benefit 
|| of that city and the West. Without a branch of 
i| the mint at New Orleans the admission of foreign 
|| coins is indispensable to the West, and thus the 
i| interest of that region joins itself to the voice of the 
Constitution in demanding the immediate repeal of 
|| all laws for illegalizing the circulation of these 
|| coins, and for sinking them from their current 
‘| value as money to their Mint value as bullion. 
The design of supplying the Mint with foreign 
coins for recoinage had then failed, and in that re- 
spect the exclusion of foreign coins had failed in 
one of its objects; in the other, that of making 
room fora SUBSTITUTE of BANK NOTES, 
the success of the scheme has been complete, ex- 
cessive, and deplorable. 

Mr. B. said, that in demanding the restoration 
of foreign coins, he was not preferring a new or 
unheard-of demand before the Senate. It was evi- 
I| dent, from the great number of times that the law 
for the exclusion of foreign coins had been sus- j 
|| pended, so as to postpone its final taking effect 
from 1793 to 1819—a period of twenty-six years— 
that the opposition of the community to it was 
deep and abiding, and only overcome aftera quar- 
ter of a century of perseverance on the part of the | 
Federal Government, and.in the complete triumph | 
of the paper system, in the establishment, for the | 
second time, of a Bank of the United States, and 
making the promissory notes of its corporators a | 
i| legal tender to the Federal Government, and equal 
il in law to the gold and silver of the Constitution. 
|| The people had struggled for twenty-six years for 
i| the preservation of their ancient foreign coins, but 
|| were vanquished at last. In the course of this | 
struggle, many reports from committees of Con- 
gress, and many memorials from State Legisla- 
tures, were brought before Congress, to arrest the 
impending fate of hard money. To read all these 
reports and memorials, would be tedious; to omit 
all, would be unjust to the subject. He (Mr. B.) 
had selected two of these papers, both of them 
peculiarly applicable to the present state of things. 
One of these papers (the memorial from the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Louisiana) hehad read; the other, 
being a report from a committee of the House of 
| Representatives, of which Mr. Quincy, then a 
member from Massachusetts, was chairman, would 
now be read, and would derive peculiar interest 
from being the offspring of similar circumstances to i 
those in which the United States are now placed. 
The report was made in 1811, in view of the ap- 
| proaching termination of the charter of the first 
i| Bank of the United States, and all its reasonings 
li and conclusions are applicable to the present mo- 
ment. 


MR. QUINCY’S REPORT.—LEvtract. 
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{| Pts That the general design of the bill (from the 
|| Senate) being to increase the current money of the 
|| < United States, by authorizing foreign gold and sil- 


rivileges of currency,and 
has at once the combined 


i clusive power to fix the weight, standard, and | 
oes on in Gua- 


‘ huabua, and Sombrerete. Be 
of 1824 each State fixed the weight, standard, an 
i value of its own money, and all uniform! 
, | value was destroyed; now the general Congress 
s it, the value is uniform: 


‘denied. Inthe present circumstances of the Uni- 
‘ ted States, itseems peculiarly unadvisable to per- 
‘mit any statute prohibitions to continue, which 
‘have a tendency to produce such an effect. The 
‘statute currency of the United States, which now 
‘consists only of the coinage of the United States 


i| ‘and the Spanish milled dollars, and parts of dol- 


“Jars, is also probably insufficient for the ordinary 
€ necessities of domestic exchange, and is certainly 
‘wholly inadequate to support any peculiar em- 
‘barrassment of our circulating medium, which, 
tin the gvent of the dissolution of the Bank of the 
‘United States, cannot but be anticipated. Your 
‘ committee were, therefore, of opinion, that for- 
‘eign coin ought to be made current money, and 
ta legal tender.” 

The report of the committee, Mr. B. said, was 
complied with. Foreign coins were again made 
a legal tender, their value regulated, and their im- 
portation encouraged. This continued to be the 
case until after the present Bank of the United 
States was chartered; as scon as that event hap- 


| pened, and bank policy again became predominant 


in the halls of Congress, the circulation of foreign 
coins was again struck at; and, in the second year 
of the existence of the bank, the old act of 1793, 
for rendering these coins uncurrent, was carried 
into final and complete effect. Since that time the 
bank has enjoyed all her advantages from this ex- 


| clusion. The expulsion of these coins has created 


a vacuum, to be filled up by her small-note circu- 
lation; the traffic, and trade in them has been as 
large a source of profit to her as of loss to the 
country. Gold coin she has sold at an advance of 
five or six per cent., silver coin at about two or 
three per cent.; and, her hand being in, she made 


: no difference between selling domestic coin and 


foreign coin. Although forbid by her charter to 
deal in coin, she has employed her branches to 
gather ¢40,000,000 of coin from the States, a large 
port of which she admits that she has sold and 
transported to Europe. For the sale of the foreign 


coin, she sets up the lawyer-like plea, thatit isnot 
l cojn, but bullion! resting the validity of the plea 


upon English statute law! while, by the Consti- 
tution of the United States, all foreign coins, are 
coins; while by her own charter the coins, both 
gold and silver, of Great Britain, France, Spain, 
Portugal, and their dominions, are declared to be 
coin, and as such, made receivable in payment of 
the specie proportion of the bank stock; and, 
worse yet, while Spanish dollars, by statute, re- 
main the current coin of the United States, of 
which Spanish milled dollars the bank admits the 
sale of $4,450,142. j 

Mr. B. then took a rapid view of the present 
condition of the Statute currency of the United 
States—of that currency which was a legal ten- . 
der—that currency which a debtor had a right by 
law to protect his property from execution, and 
his body from jail, by offering it, as a matter of 
right, to his creditor in payment of his debt. He 
stated this statute currency to be, first, coins from 
the Mint of the United States; secondly, Spanish 


| milled dollars and the parts of such dollars. 


This was the sum total of the statute currency of 
the United States; for happily no paper of any 
bank, State or Federal, could be made a legal 
tender. This is the sum total out of which any 
man in debt can legally pay his debts; and what 
is his chance for making payment out of this brief 
liat? Letus see. Coinage from the Mint; nota 
particle of gold, nor a single whole dollar, to be 
found! very few half dollars, except in the neigh- 
borhood of the Mint, and in the hands of the Bank 
of the United States and its branches; the 25, 10, 
and 5 cent pieces scarcely seen, except as a curi- 
osity in the interior parts of the country.. So 


much for the domestic coinage. Now for the Span- 
ish milled dollars. How do they stand in the Uni- 
e as our own dollars; 
d since Spain lost her 
New World; and 
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tenders; so that the people of the United States 
are reduced to so small a list and so small a 
supply of statute currency out of which debts can 
legally: be paid, that it may be fairly assumed that 
the whole debtor part of the community lie at 
the mercy of their creditors, to have their bodies 
sent to jail, or their property sold for nothing, at 
any time that their creditors. please. To such a 
condition are the free and high-minded inhabitants 
of this country reduced—and reduced by the power 
and policy of the first and second Banks of the 
United States, and the controlling influence which 
they have exercised over the moneyed system 
of the Union from the year 1791 down to the pres- 
ent day. 

Mr. B. would conclude what he had to say on 
this head. with one remark; it was this: that while 
the gold and silver coin of all the monarchs of 


Europe were excluded from circulation in the | 
United States, the paper notes of their subjects | 


were received as current money. The Bank of the 
United States was, in a great degree, a foreign in- 
stitution. Foreigners held a great part ofits stock, 
and many hold it all. The paper notes issued by 
this institution, thus composed in great part of 


the subjects of European kings, are made legal | 
tenders to the Federal Government, and thus forced | 


into circulation among the people; while the gold 
and silver coin of the kings to which they belong 
is rejected and excluded, and expelled from the 
country! Hedemanded ifanything could display 
the vice and deformity of the paper system in a 
more revolting and humiliating point of view than 
this single fact? s 

Without concluding, Mr. B., ata quarter be- 
fore four o'clock, gave way to 

Mr. WHITE, on whose motión, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 21, 1834. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Richard Hardesty. 
Read twice, and committed. : 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable reporton the petition 
of Horatio Tilden; which was read, and laid on 
the table. k 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made an unfavorble report on the petition 
of Lieutenant Jonathan D. Terris; which was 
read, and laid on the table. . 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Roads 

` and Canals, moved that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the two following bills, and refer 
them to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union: 

A. bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road from the Mississippi river to the city of Jef- 
ferson, in the State of Missouri; and 

A bill for the survey and location of the Cum- 
berland road from Vandalia to the Mississippi 
river. 

On taking the vote, it was found that a quorum 
Was not present, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved a call of 
the House: which was ordered. 

After proceeding for some time in the call, on 
motion of Mr. WARD, of New York, the call was 
suspended. 

The question being again put, the motion was 
refused, 81 to 51. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Invalid | 


Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to John 
F. Wiley, and increasing the pension of George 
Field. Read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HAWKINS obtained leave to offer a reso- 
lution, referring a private claim to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions; which was agreed to. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Mar- 
DIS, VIZ: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill, requiring the Secretary of 
‘he Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 


United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement, of 
the same. : 

Mr. BURGES resumed, but had not concluded 
his remarks when the hour expired. 


THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, together with the amendment offered 
by Mr. Wipe, declaring that the reasons of the 
Secretary of the Treasury for removing the depos- 
ites from the United States Bank are unsatisfac- 
tory and insufficient. 

Mr. GILMER, of Georgia, addressed the House. 
The subject, he said, was one of more interest 
than any which had been discussed since the ori- 
gin of the Government, and he therefore wished 
to express the views which would govern his vote. 
His own situation in relation to the subject was 
peculiar; for he should not vote on the question of 
the removal of the deposites on the same grounds 
which others had taken. He begged leave,in the 
outset, to protest against the manner in which the 
subject had been discussed. When the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. McDurriz] proposed 
his resolution declaring that the deposites ought to 
be restored, what question did we discuss? Not 
the question of restoration; for most of the argu- 
ments which we heard related to the conduct of the 
President of the United States in removing the Sec- 
Yetary, and appointing another. The consequence 
was, that public feeling was misled and excited, 
and we were led to consider that the question was 
to be determined, not on its merits, but on our like 
or dislike of the President of the United States. 
The question of the power of appointment was 


connected, in fact, with the removal of the de- | 


posites; yet it had no possible connexion with the 
question whether the public interests required their 
restoration tothe bank. The public interests alone 
should determine that question, When the power 
of removal from office wag before the First Con- 
gress, it was solemnly argued and decided. Were 
we now better prepared than they were t come to 
a proper decision of the question? Without say- 
ing that their determination was right, he would 
say that there never was a time when the state of 
public feeling was so little favorable to a proper 
determination as the present time. 

Another question had been made here, whether 
the public money, after having been deposited 
by law, can be removed without the authority of 
law. Here he entered his dissent to the doctrine 
advanced in favor of this proposition. From the 
manner in which the question had been discussed, 
the people were misled as to the real question 
before us. What was the true question? It was 
whether Congress can sell the sight to control the 
public money. In order to ascertain whether 
the position which had been assumed both by the 
majority and the minority of the committee was 
correct, it would be necessary for him to go into a 
somewhat extended argument. Wecreated a body 
corporate and gave it certain rights and privileges, 
in order to carry into effect the purposes of the 
Government. To effect these purposes both pub- 
lic and private rights were granted to the bank 


bylaw. The public rights were conferred with a | 


view to effect public objects, such as the safe- 
keeping and easy transportation of public funds. 
The Government, he contended, had no right to 
change and modify these rights for the purpose 
of effecting the objects which were intended by 
law. 

One of the consequences which he must deduce 
from this position was, that the public money was 
deposited, not so much for the benefit of the bank 
as for that of the Government, and that Congress 
could not sell their control over it or transfer it, 
An ‘inference had been drawn that one of the ben- 
efits which were conferred on the bank arose from 
the keeping of the public money. But this infer- 
ence was had, without regarding, whathe laid down 
as incontrovertible—that the money could not be 
deposited with that view. He who contended that 
this right was conferred upon the bank by virtue 
of a contract made between them and Congress, 
contended for that which Congress had no power 


vested in them by the Constitution to confer. He 


exclusive privileges on the bank, but it was also 
inferred that the bank was entitled to be the depos- 
itory of the public money, in consequence of the 
bonus of one miilion and a haif which they had 
paid He contended that this bonus was paid for 
that only which the bank had the right to purchase 
or the Government the right to confer; and looking 
tothe fact that there were man large capitalists 
now to be found who were willing to pay six, 
seven, or ten limes the amount paid by the bank 
for similar exclusive privileges, and without any 
clause confirming the right of the Government 
depositing the public money, it was evident the 
terms upon which they held these privileges were 
too cheap. There was another argument which 
he confessed he heard with much surprise, by 
which it was attempted to excite public feeling in 
their favor—that was, talking of. the sacred right 
of chartered privileges, and the House had been 
warned how they should infringe upon these sacred 
rights. This made it necessary to inquire into the 
j origin of chartered societies, and there was no part, 
perhaps, of the history of human society so inter- 
esting to trace. When originally granted, the 
people had no rights, they were considered in a 
state of slavery to the church and feudal nobility; 
charters were then devised by the crown to enlarge 
those powers which had been taken from the people 
by the feudal system so prevalent in Europe in the 
earlier ages. To them, in consequence, the most 
liberal encouragement had been given, and society 
had derived from them more benefit than from any 
other thing whatever. Upon the original settle- 
ment of this country, the colonies had obtained 
them, to secure to themselves the enjoyment of 
such privileges as they conferred. But at the 
Revolution, by which our independence was estab- 
lished, they ceased to be of value. Every man 
became free, and that which was before so valued 
became regarded as exclusive monopolies which it 
was for the interest of society to abolish, as they 
took from, instead of adding to, the rights vested 
naturally in every member of society. 

Having disposed of the argument by which the 
right of the bank to the deposites was maintained 
as arising from contract, he wished to call the 
attention of the House to what was the principal 
argument advanced to justify the exercise of the 
right of removal by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He would not apply himself to the sufficiency or 
insufficiency of the reasons given by him; for he 
cared not whether they were or not—his argu- 
ment being to establish the power of the Houst 
over the public money. It had been said that the 
Secretary might interfere in cases where the safety 
of the public money was concerned, and that this’ 
was the only case that could justify him. But he 
could not consider this reason applicable; for if the 
safety of the public money only was to be thought 
of, that safety might be attained as well by keep- 
ing the public money where it was collected, in the 
shape of revenue, at the custom-houses. Such a 
reason, when assumed as the only one, reminded 
him of those sages who were looking into a deep 
well for truth, which was to be found on the sur- 
face of the earth. He contended that the public 
moneys were lodged by the Government for other 
purposes than that of safety; that they might be 
used through the bank, to fill up the vacuum which 
was created by their collection, and thus be used 
to advance the prosperity of the whole people. 
"Looking, then, to the question whether the depos- 
ites should be restored to the Bank of the United 
States, it becomes necessary to ascertain what the 
conduct of the bank had been, to satisfy us what 
it would be. He considered, according to the 
adage, banks had no soul: their end was to make 
profit, and their conduct was actuated by this 
motive. But although he would not go into the 
charges againat the Bank of the United States, it 
was sufficient to say, that upon the expiration of 
their charter, a renewal of it was of more imme- 
diate importance than any profits they could have 
by discounts. Such had been preved to be the 
motive and conduct of the directors of this institu- 
tion. Was not the first application to Congress 
for renewal of the charter made sLortly before the 
presidential election? Why, he asked, did they 


e 


to control the Government. 
immediately after the veto, they commenced ex- i 
tending their issues from forty-five to seventy 
milions, What was this increase for? Evidently |: 
under the belief that they could influence public |! 
opinion in their favor. But the bank was mis- || 
taken in this, for public opinion was not to be so 
influenced. ‘However favors might be conferred i 
on the individual, the bank, as the event proved, ji 
had been mistaken in the supposition that public |; 
opinion was to be bought up. Their curtailments |! 
then commenced, from which so much distress |) 
was produced, If, then, Congress were satisfied if 
that the bank had, inany way, contributed to pro- |; 
duce it for the purpose of effecting a renewal of |) 
their charter, what ought to be their course? |; 
Ought they to restore the deposites, and thus grant |; 
them additional power to be used for that purpose? || 
Surely not. ‘hose only who considered that the | 
interests of the country would be advanced by 
renewing the charter, might adopt such a course | 
without blame; but others, who did notagree with 
them, were bound by every sense of duty to keep |: 
from it all farther power to do evil. 
Mr. G. referred to the clauses in the Constitu- |; 
tion giving the money power to Congress; from 
which he contended that, as they had no specific | 
power given to incorporate a bank, they were not ij 
authorized to do so by any doctrine of construction |; 
or expediency, and that this wes a right apper- | 
taining to the several States, which they had not 
yielded, and therefore should not be exercised by 
ihe General Government. He knew it was said |; 
that it was impossible for the Government to get | 
along without the aid of a national bank. But for |; 
one he must say that those who believed that the |; 
State banks could not discharge the various duties |i 
required for the fiscal offices, or supply the com- |; 
munity with a safe circulating medium, must | 
be disposed to doubt the stability of the Govern- 
ment under which they lived. The argument was, 
that the State banks were incapable of doing this, 
that their notes.must be considered equivalent to 
specie. This he thought it was perfectly in their 
power to do, by the same means which had raised 
‘to credit the notes circulated by the United States || 
Bank. ‘The great argument upon which the char- 
ter for the United States Bank was advocated was, |; 
that it would restore the currency; that it would |: 
have the effect of making the State banks pay their || 
notes in specie; whilst now what did they see |: 
in practice by the bank? Why, that when they | 
received the notes of the State banks, instead of | 
demanding specie from ihem, they reissued it, SO | 
ag to make the currency of the country one of 
paper alone; and this being the practice of the old |: 
United States Bank, had upon the State banks |; 
precisely the same effect, which was to render || 
them less solvent than they otherwise would have į 
been. it was said, however, that ‘tit was idle, |: 
perfectly ideal and visionary to expect that the |: 
notes of the State banks could maintain as safe | 
and general circulation as those of the present 
Bank of the United States.” He would assert, || 
however, that this was possible, and that the effect | 
of encouraging the State banks would be to make |: 
them a safer currency than that of the United | 
States Bank was at present; for they would more i 
effectually compete with one another, and thus |: 
each circulating in its own State or neighborhood, Hi 
they would be the more likely to be called on to || 
pay in specie, and must therefore be always pre- |; 
pared with specie for this purpese. | 
i 


i 
ji 
j 


It was asked how the exchange could be car- | 
ried on without a bank, between one part of the 
country and another. How were exchanges now |: 
carried on hetween New York and Liverpool? Tt): 
was through an interchange of products. Notwo 
countries carried on a trade in which one was con- | 
atanily drawing from the other. If this Govern- 
ment would do its daty as well as the State gov- 
ernments do theire, all would be right. This 
Government has the power to coin money, i 
regulate the value thereof. Gold was produced © 


! contributed to the recharter of the Bank of the H 


‘of the country. The original question between | 


| necting with it a bank of thirty-five millions capi- |; 
tal? ‘Phe Bank of the United States had it in ita | 


| not only make the value of al 


l of the States to exercise authority within their | 


‘| All the moneyed power is through the National || 


|i interest of the bank to strengthen the hands of the j 


| ment to resist oppression. 


; out, 


: bank to the people’s money; will you agree that 


; public money ? 


i the question w 


_by Mr. DONELSON, pis Private Secretary. Also, 


: Senate of the 7th instant. 


tion of the laws of that Territory. Referred to the | 


| reported a bill for the relief of William Pursell, || 
l; and on his motion the report accompanying it was i 


of free government. He believed that he who || the Judiciary. 


i Mr. ROBBINS pr i 

United States struck a deadly blow at the liberties || town of Newport, peepi maoa mee et 
l i y || Rhode Island, praying the restoration of the de- 

the Federal and anti-Federal parties comes up. Is || posites to the Bank of the United States; which 

t proper to strengthen this Government by con- y were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 

and ordered to be printed. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. TYLER, ROBINSON, and POINDEX- 
TER, which were appropriately referred. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution: 
Al 


F sol i 
twenty-five men the power to ccntrol the whole |} Reso ie That the Committee or the Post fice 
ronerty of the Uni ierni yon || and Fost Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
property ie Union, and they must use their || expediency of establishing a post road from the 
power for the benefit of the stockholders. But we | town of Jackson, Cape Girardeau county, Mis 
pl 3 j; i ji > i eee 
| property dependent || souri, to Bailey’s store, in Stoddard county. 


on the use of the authority which we grant the i The first special order of the day bei : 
' rder of the day being an- 
il 


power to come into the market in every part of the i; 
country, asd controlling the issues of the State ji 
banks, to fix the price of the whole product of the | 
country, By establishing this bank, we give to i 


Bank of the United States, but we take from. the į 
nounced, 


f 
State authorities the power to resist the usurpa- i 
tions of the Government: There were but aA yet POINDEXTER moved to postpone ituntil 
means by which the States could resist oppression: | Monday, in order to proceed with private business. | 
the first by revolution, and thesecond by the power || This being objected to by Mr. WEBSTER, Mr. 
| P. withdrew his motion. é 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the message of 
the President, and the accompanying documents, 
were ordered to be printed. oe i 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
| ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas L. 
| Winthrop and others, directors of the New Eng- 
| Op anes 

land Mississippi Land Company. The report was 
! ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. FORSYTH presented a memorial of up- 
Rights friends to look well at this subject. Tt was || wards of three hundred voters of the town of Pe- 
idle to say that we were under an obligation, by || tersburg, Virginia, complaining of a memorial 
restoring the deposites, to put it in the power of |, lately presented to the Senate from that place, and 
the bank to force arecharter. The position was | expressing their approbation of the act of the Sec- 
erroneous. They had not the power to give or || retary of the Treasury in removing the deposites, 
sell to the bank the exclusive control of the public || and averse to the recharter of the Bank of the 
money. Hle called on them as advocates of the i United States. The memorial was read, referred 
constitutional rights of the States, now to speak to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
or to hold their peace forever. This talk of |; : 


printed É Lee 
Andrew Jackson as an usurper had drawn off the i" Mr. LEIGH presented the memorial of citizens 
attention of the people from the true question be- | 


| of Princess Ann county, Virginia, of an opposite 

fore them. The real question for the people to || character to the foregoing, which was read, and 
decide was, will you maintain the right of the || referred as above. À : 
The first special order, being the consideration 
of leave to introduce a bill extending the charter of 
the Bank of the United States, was then taken up. 
Mr. BENTON continued and concluded his 
speech. [Itis too lengthy for the columns of the 
Congressional Globe.] 


respective limits. How are the States to use either | 
of these means in opposition to the Federal Gov- | 
ernment? How can they organize any resistarice? {| 


Bank, dependent on Government, and it was the 


Government. 


A national bank, therefore, took | 
from the peop! 


e both the bonor and the induce- | 
He called on his State- | 


you have sold to the bank the control over the || 
It is said this is not a question of 
recharter, But that was the only question worth 
contending for, and upon the decision of the 
question of restoration depended the decision of į 
hether the bank shall be rechartered | 


or not. 
When Mr. G. concluded, 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, obtained the floor, and | 
on his motion, the House adjourned. 


i Mr. WHITE obtained the floor, and intimated 
| his disposition to proceed then or postpone his 
| remarks until Monday, as might be the pleasure 
| of the Senate. 
Mr. BENTON suggested an adjournment. 
Mr. WEBSTER was desirous of extending 
N SEN | every facility to gentlemen who wished to address 
IN SENATE. | the Senate RA this subject, but as this was but a 
Sarurpay, March 22, 1834. | preliminary question, he trusted much time would 
Several messages upon executive business were || not be consumed upon it, and hoped that gentle- 
received from the President of the United States, | men would not regard it as wanting in courtesy, 


if, after this, he should press the matter to a con- 
a message transmitting a report from the Secretary |; clusion. , Be 4s 
of State, in compliance with a resolution of the i Mr. CLAY said he, too, had a special order 

|| long locked up in the debates of the Senate, and 


- 1! . i A 
Committee on Private | expressed his wish that another week would bring 


bill for therelief of John | 1t to a close. . : 
i Mr. FORSYTH said gentlemen might have had 


|. decisions long ago, if they had forborne making 
long speeches upon the presentation of memorials. 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
select committee on the subject of the admission | ceeded to exécutive business; and, after spending 
of Michigan and Arkansas into the Union. |, Some time therein, adjourned. 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, || 


Mr. LINN, from the 
Land Claims, reported a 
B. Folesong and William Russell. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislative Council of Michigan, praying a modifica 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

i SATURDAY, March 22, 1834. 

Mr. BINNEY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the Commercial Bank of New Orleans, made an 
unfavorable report thereon, and it was laid on the 
; table. . 

Mr. KING reported a bill f 
Bartlett; which was read twice, 


ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the proceedings of a il 
public meeting of the citizens of Franklin county, | 
held at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania disapproving ʻi 
of the course of the Secretary of the Treasury in: 
removing the deposites; and also a memorial from | 
the same place, signed by upwards of 1,500 inhab- |! 
estoration of the deposites to ` 


I for the relief of David 
and committed. 
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The House proceeded with the unfinished busi- 
ness, being an engrossed, bill for the relief of Wal- 
ton & De Graff, to which 

Mr. E. WRITTLESEY proposed an amend- 


ment, altering the phraseology of the bill to read | 


as fellows: “T'o allow to them such sum as they 
‘shall prove they actually lost on the sale of Treas- 


‘tury notes on account of current moneys pre- || 


‘viously advanced and paid. by them out of their 
‘own individual funds for the United States, during 
‘the Jast war with Great Britain, for expenditures 
‘as agents aforesaid, provided they received said 
‘Treasury notes under a contract or agreement 
‘that they were to be reimbursed in par funds; 
‘and provided said coutract or agreement was 
‘not rescinded or waived by the parties.” . Also, 
restricting the payment on the interest ‘ until the 
principal was refunded.” 

The amendment having been agreed to, the bill 
was ordered to be reéngrossed, and it was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. Marois, 
of Alabama: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and | 


Means be instructed to inqure into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining bylawall contracts here- 
after to be made with the Secretary for safe-keep- 
ing, management, and disbursement of the same. 


Mr. BURGES resumed and continued his re- || 


marks in opposition to the resolution until the ex- 
piration of the hour allotted for morning business. 

Mr. McKIM moved that the rule setting this 
day apart for the consideration of private bills be 
suspended, in order to take up the bill making ap- 


propriations for the Cumberland read, and repairs, | 


&c.,in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Mr. MERCER proposed as an amendment that 
the bill for the construction of the Potomac bridge 
be taken up; and 

Mr. ASHLEY another, to take up therewith 
the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road 
from the Mississippi to Jefferson City, Missouri. 

Mr. McKIM accepted ‚these amendments as 
modifications to his motion. 

Mr. PARKER objected to the suspension of the 
rule, and called for a division of the question, and 
for the yeas and nays; which having been ordered, 

The [Jouse refused to suspend the rule for the 
purpose of taking up the Cumberland road bill— 
yeas 103, nays 85, (not two-thirds.) 

-Mr. ASHLEY withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the second 
branch of the motion, to suspend the rule for the 
purpose of taking up for consideration the bill in 
relation to the Potomac bridge, and decided in the 
negative. 

The following bill was read a third time, and 
passed: 

An act for the relief of John Bills. 


The bill to remit the duties on certain pieces of 
sculpture was read a third time, and discussed by 


Messrs, FILLMORE, BINNEY, WILLIAMS, || 


PEARCE of Rhode Island, HUNTINGTON, 
PARKER, EVERETT of Massachusetts, Mc- 
INTYRE, and HARDIN, when, the question 
being taken on its passage, it was rejected—yeas 
135, nays 41. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 24, 1834. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed 
by upwards of 960 inhabitants of the town of 
Lynn, Massachusetts, praying the restoration of 
the public deposites to the Bank of the United 
States, and a recharter of the said corporation. 
Read, referred to the Committee cn Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 


ter from Lieutenant U. P. Levy, of the United | 


Btates Navy, presenting to Congress a colossal 
statue of Thomas Jefferson, in bronze, (now in 
the Rotundo of the Capitol,) made at the private 
expense of Lieutenant Levy, and under his im- 
mediate superintendence. The letter was read, 


and, on motion of Mr. TYLER, referred to the 
Joint Library Committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated to the Senate 
that he had received a communication from James 
Lewis and Adam King, the committee appointed 
by a meeting of a portion of the people of York, 
it held on the 4ih of March last, to communicate the 
proceedings of that meeting to the Chair, to be 
i laid before the Senate. That the committee in 
their communication express their regret that any 
inadvertence in the performance of the duties 
|| enjoined upon thern by the meeting, had led to the 
transmission-of a paper to the Senate which was 
not directed to be sent, and was not proper to be 
received; that they now enclosed, and asked the 
Chair to lay before the Senate, such portion of the 
' proceedings as the meeting intended for it; that | 
they would have preferred to vary the language of 
i| some of the resolutions, but have not the power; 
| that they cannot, however, find in them any dis- 
respect to either ETouse of Congress, and that they | 
are confident none was intended by the meeting; | 
| that it is with reluctance they again bring the sub- 
| ject to the notice of the Chair, but that without 
| doing so, they would consider themselves as having | 
unperformed their obligation to their fellow-citi- 
zens, The paper now communicated was stated 
| by the Chair to be the resolutions only which had | 
on a former occasion been read to the Senate, | 
| without any portion of the preamble then attached | 
{to it. The Chair further stated, that the Senate, | 
| having heretofore decided not to receive the pro- | 
ceedings of this meeting in the form in which they | 
were then presented, the Chair thought it due to 
the Senate to leave to its decision the question how 
far the objections then raised to them have been 
obviated by the condition in which they are now 
presented, and by the explanations of the com- 
i mittee, which would be read. 

Mr. CLAY inquired whether the Presiding Of- 
ficer thought the paper was couched in respectful 
language 

The CHAIR replied that it had on a former į 
occasion given its views as to the character of the 
expressions used in the resolution, which was 
deemed most objectionable, and which the Chair 
briefly repeated; but that under the circumstances 
of the case, and in view of what had already taken 

place, the Chair thought it consistent with its duty, 
| and most just to the body, to take its own sense 
upon that question. 
| Mr, CLAY said by the rules and practice of 
| both Houses of Congress, whenever a paper like | 
| this was presented, the person presenting it vouched 
| for the respectfulness of its language. If the 
person did not so vouch, the paper could not be 
j| received. Efeunderstood that the Presiding Officer 
declined doing so, and therefore it ought not to be 
received. The paper did not come to the Senate 
in the form in which it ought to come. He there- 
‘| fore moved that the paper be not received. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he knew no difference in 
the application of the rule between the Chair and 
the individual member of the Senate. If the Chair 
|| could decline saying whether the paper wasin such | 
language as made it fit to be received or not, then 
any member of the Senate could also refuse. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, if he understood the facts | 
in relation to this paper, it had already been before 
the Senate, and they had refused to receiveit. The 
paper had since been returned to the place from 
whence it came, and the objectionable part, he be- 


1 


j here. Thé objection raised was to the preamble, 
which is not connected with the proceedings, and | 
to certain mutilations of the paper, not now con- 
nected with it. If so, by presenting it in this man- 
ner the Chair signified its duty to lay the paper 
before the Senate, the exceptionable parts being 
now out of the question. 

Mr. CLAY replied there was some perseverance 
in this matter beyond what met the eye. Theob- 
jection was not solely to the mutilation, Thepaper 
was now brought back, with an expression on the 
part of those who sent it that they did not feel 
f authorized to alter the proceedings. In other 
| words; that what had been done by the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania [Mr. Witxins] in allering the 
paper, they do not feel authorized to do; and there- 


H 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
t 
i 
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H 
1 
j 


fore they send it back, with the exception of the 
preamble. The rule that the preamble is not part | 


of an enactment, was not applicable to the proceed- ' 


ings of public meetings; and that being atricken 
out, the Chair deems it somewhat questionable ag 
to propriety of language, and throws the respon- 
sibility of receiving it on the Senate. Now, he 
would vote against receiving it, because it was 
the duty of the Chair to state whether it was in 
respectful language or not. The Chair declined 
doing this, and he was not willing that the respon- 
sibility should rest on the Senate, the Chair having 
declined the preliminary question. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, did not know how 
far the gentleman from Kentucky intended his 
remark to go when he insisted upon every indi- 
vidual who presented papers to the Senate to vouch 
for the respectful Janguage in which they were 
couched. Were they to vouch for every expres- 
sion contained in them? Had the gentleman read 
these resolutions? There wasnothing disrespect- 
fulin them. The preamble was every way ex- 
ceptionable, but that had been stricken out, and 
now the resolutions come back in an unexcep- 
tionableform. In what terms, he would ask, are 
petitioners to clothe their meaning or their views ? 


| To what parts of these resolutions does the gen- 


tleman except? There was but one resolution 
which could be tortured to apply to any individ- 
ual in either House of Congress; and that only 
says that the bank has used its funds to corrupt 
members of Congress, without designating any 
one. And had they nota right to say so, if they 
believed it? He hoped the resolutions would be 
read, in order that we may see whether there be 
anything objectionable in them. 

Mr. CLAYTON was opposed to receiving the 
resolutions, because the preamble which had been 
appended to them was a component part of the 
whole proceeding, and no one had a right to strike 
it out, : 

Mr. PRESTON said that a change of circum- 
stancés had made an essential difference in this 
case. The preamble was now off, and the paper 
sent back; the agents in this matter say they were 
not empowered to send the preamble, and there- 
fore they have sent the resolutions; and they have 
decided that the preamble is not a part of the:pro- 
ceedings. He thought they were the proper per- 
sons to decide upon this question. Whether they 
had done so improperly was not for us to decide; 
but a liberal discretion ought to be allowed them. 
When the paper was sent to the presiding officer, 
he was bound to exercise a certain degree of 
discretion about presenting it, If he had doubts 
about its propriety, it was proper for him to sub- 
mit it to the Senate, so that it might be read; and 
if, in the course of reading, it were found excep- 
tionable, any gentleman might move to dispense 
with any farther reading, or to refuse to receive 
the paper. He hoped that this might be read for 
that purpose. : 

Mr. POINDEXTER said that these proceed- 
ings had already been refused by the Senate. 
There was no power to strike out the preamble; 
it was as much a part of the proceedings as the 
resolutions. The same objections he urged to the 
proceedings before exist now, and he did not 
think the letter from the committee cured the de- 
fect. ‘There was another objection. Those gen- 
tlemen express their regret’ that they could not 
strike out the offensive resolution, but say they: 
meant no offence to either House of Congress in 
the resolution. The resolution did not speak the 


: | voice of York county; and if it had, th 
| lieved, had been struck out; that part was not now |i 7; : they ought 


to have called another meeting; and if their pro- 


| ceedings had been respectful, we would have re- 
ceived them. One of these resolutions stated that 


the Bank of the United States had used its money 
to purchase support in this and the other House. 
It was precisely the same paper as the other, and 
he was decidedly opposed to receiving it; and he 
thought it ought to be condemned by a vote of the 
Senate. š 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
CACHOUN, LEIGH, EWING, and KANE, 
when, 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. 
Cray’s resolution, that the paper be not received, 
was laid on the table. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 
question granting Mr. WEBSTER leave to bring 
in a bill to recharter the Bank of the United States. 


- 


TE 


[E 


Mr. WHITE took the foorand spoke at length |i 
against the principles of the bill, as being uncon- | 
sulutional and inexpedient. t half past three 
o'clock Mr. W urvegave way, without concluding, | 
to Mr. KANE, on whose motion 

_ The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 24, 1834. 
THE VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS, 

Being called, as the unfinished business from the 
last petition day, 
Mr. GAMBLE said he wished to address the 
House in reply to remarks by some members who 

preceded him, i ; 

The SPEAKER said, as this debate had already 
been before the House three weeks, to thie preju- 
dice of the presentation of other petitions, he must 
enforce the rule, to cut off further debate, anless | 
the House should decide against him. 

- Mr. GAMBLE remarked, that he did not wish 
to trespass on the House, and would defer what 
che had to say until an appropriate opportunity 
should come up. 

Mr. MASON then moved that the resolutions 
should be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. GORDON hoped that they would be per- |} 
mitted to take the usual course. 

The SPEAKER said that was the usual course, 

Mr. PATTON said he wished to submit a few 
brief observations in reply; but 

The SPEAKER reminded him of the necessity || 
of conforming to the rule of the House. 

The motion to lay-on the table, &c., prevailed. 


Memorials, petitions, and resalutions, in favor 
of a restoration of the public deposites to the Bank 
of the United States, were presented as follows, 
“'geverally laid on the table, and ordered to be 
` printed, viz: : 

By Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, from the 
. inhabitants of the village of Syracuse. 

By Mr. SELDEN, the proceedings of a meeting 
of the inhabitants of Brooklyn. 

By Mr. HAZELTINE, of Jamestown, Cha- 
tauque county. is, a 

By Mr. FILLMORE, of Buffalo, and its vi- |} 
cinity, in the State of New York. f 

Mr. MILLER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Cumberland county, || 
Pennsylvania, held at the Borough of Carlisle, on 
the 22d of February last. He stated that he had 
received these proceedings several days ago, per- 
haps a week, but that this was the first opportu- 
nity that had been afforded to present them to the | 
House. This meeting (he said) complain by their 
resolution of a deranged state of the currency and 
of pecuniary embarrassment, which they attribute | 
to the removal of the deposites ofthe publ 


| 
lic money | 
from the Bank of the United States, and recom- 
mended a restoration of them to the bank, anda 
recharter of that institution It was not his pur- || 
-. pose to call in question or to canvass the political || 
character or motives of any portion of his con- į; 
stituents. He might be permitted to say, however, |, 
that so far as he knew the individuals who com- | 
posed the meeting, that they were respectable. Of | 
the number attending the meeting he had not been | 
informed, bat had no doubt it was respectable in Ji 
point of number as well as character, and that their i 
proceedings were entitled to respectful considera- | 
tion. The proceedings were ordered to be printed 
and laid on the table. i 

He also presented the proceedings of a meeting 
of the citizens of Carlisle and vicinity, at which 
resolutions were adopted approving of the removal 
of the deposites, and opposed to the recharter of the 
Bank of the United Siates. This meeting, he was 
informed, was numerously attended, and was 
respectable in point of character as well as num- 
ber. The proceedings were ordered to be printed, 
and laid on the table. 

Ee also presented the proceedings of a meeting 
of citizens of Buffalo township, in the county of 
Perry, Pennsylvania, disapproving of the removal | 
of the deposites, and in favor of rechartering 
the bank. . The citizens composing it were also 
respectable. But they had introduced matters of 
a political character, not connected with legislation, | 
which he thought had better been omitted. But 
as they were sent to him he thought it his duty 


to present them. The proceedings were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. WAGENER, a memorial. cf inhabit- 
ants of Northampton county, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. HIESPER, a memorial of inhabitants 
of the county of Lancaster, and from Berks coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. k 

By Mr. SHINN, from the President and Direct- 
ors of the State Bank of Camden, the Farmers’ 
Bank of New Jersey, and the Cumberland Bank 
at Bridgeton. Also, a memorial from the county 


| of Gloucester, N. J., with the proceedings of a 


meeting held at Woodbury, on the 15.h February 
last. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY presented a memorial from 


|R. B. Miller, and others, praying for an appro- 


priation for the erection of a court-house at 
Utica, for the use of the United States district 
court. 

Mr. DICKERSON presented resolutions from 
inhabitants of Paterson, protesting against the 
recharter of the bank, in favor of the removal of 
the deposites, and sustaining the course taken by 
the Executive. : 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey, presented cer- 
tain resolutions from the Legislature of New Jer- 
sey, affirming that their recent instructions to their 
Senators in Congress spoke the voice of the people 
of New Jersey in opposition to the recharter of 
the bank and restoration of deposites, and cen- 
suring the conduct of the Senators from that State 
for. not acting in compliance with the instructions 
given by them. 

Mr. McVE&AN presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of Montgomery county, New York, held 


-at Johnstown on the {2th instant, against the res- || 


toration of the deposites, and in favor of the course 
taken by the President. S 

Mr. LEE, of New Jersey, presented two peti- 
tions from Cumberland coynty, one for and the 
other against the removal of the deposites and re- 
charter of the bank. 

Mr. PAGE presented the petition of inhabitants 
of Otsego county, New York. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of a meeting 
of the citizens of Carlisle and its vicinity, against 
the renewal of the charter and the restoration of 
the deposites. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of certain 
farmers, iron-masters, and other citizens of the 
lower part of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, 


| representing the existence of great embarrassments 


througheutthe county, and praying the interference 
of Congress for their relief. Read, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. BINNEY presented various resolutions and 
petitions, praying the restoration of the deposites, 
from the building mechanics, coach-makers, cabi- 
net-makers, gilders, painters, boot-makers, &c., of 
the city of Philadelphia, and a memorial also on the 
same subject from the young men of Philadelphia. 

Mr. BINNEY made a brief statement of the 
facts mentioned by the memorialists in support of 
their views. : 

The memorials, &c., were read, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. WATMOUGH presented several memo- 
rials from citizens of his district, praying the res- 


i‘toration of the-deposites and. the recharter of the 


United States Bank; also, the resolutions of a 
meeting held in that district condemning the meas- 
ures of the present Administration. 

Mr. WATMOUGH presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of the third congressional district, in 
favor of a restoration of the denosites. 

A debate ensued between Messrs. SUTHER- 
LAND, WATMOUGH, and BINNEY, which 
will be given hereafter. 3 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting held in the county of York, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, approving the re- 
moval of the deposites, and expressing the opinion 
that the United States Bank ought not to be re- 
chartered. 

On motion of Mr. BARNITZ, the paper was 
laid-on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, asked and obtained 


the leave of the House to make’an explanation in | 


regard to an unpleasant difference which lately 

occurred between two members of this House. 
Mr. J. read a paper stating that the difference be- 

tween two members {from South Carolina, (Messrs. 


Pinceney and. Buasn).had. been amicably, satis- 
factorily, and-honorably settled. 00 c fo tyes 
i Mr. BARNITZ presented a memorial fr othée : 
inhabitants of York, protesting.against the sentis 
ments expressed in the preceding memorial, and in 
favor of the restoration.of the deposites, &e.. 
_ Mr. ANTHONY presented two memorials fror 
inhabitants. of Lycoming county in, favor of the 
| restoration of the deposites.. Ban 
| Mr. CHAMBERS presented three memorials 
from 1,809 inhabitants of Tranklin.county; from 
| the township of Washington, and from other in- 
| habitants of that county, detailing the pressure.that 
| prevailed in that part of the country, which they 
, attribute to the removal of the deposites, and pray- 
ing their restoration, = i 
Mr. HARPER presented resolutions of watch- 
makers and silversmiths of the city and county of 
Philadelphia. ` ; i 
Mr. BURD presented a remonstrance from cer- 
tain. officers on the Niagara frontiers against the 
passage of a bill before the House for the regula- 
tion of half pay. É j 
| Mr. SUTHERLAND presented three memo- 
rials from Penn township and Lower Dublin, and 
‘from a number of. inhabitants in Philadelphia, 
| against the restoration of the deposites. os 
Mr. GALBRAITH presented memorials for | 
and against the restoration of the deposites, 
Mr. BANKS, from inhabitants of Cleveland, in 
Beaver county, for the restoration of the deposites. 
| Mr. STEWART,a memorial of 400 inhabitants 
| of Brownsville, praying Congress to take meas- 
i ures to restore the currency. 
Sundry memorials were presented by Mr. S. 
Mr. LEAVITT, of Ohio, Mr. BURD, Mr. W. 
COST JOHNSON, Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, 
| and Mr. CHAMBERS, presented petitions, from 
various places, for an appropriation to the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal. : sat 
Mr, LANE presented the petition. of sundr 
| citizens of Dearborn county, in the State of Indi- 
ana, praying the establishment of a post route 
from Rising Sun, in said county, to the town of 
Versailles, in the county of Ripley, which was. 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and ` 
; Post Roads. : f _ 
Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey, remarked, 
that he had received a memorial, which he pre- 
sented to the House, signed by more than 700 of the 
inhabitants of the town of Paterson and its vicinity, 
in the State of New Jersey. That the memorialists 
H admit that considerable pecuniary pressure and 
embarrassment exist, and ascribe it, in a great 
| measure, to the vindictive course of the ‘United 
' States Bank, and the panic created by the hireling 
presses of that institution. They express an opin- 
ion that the existence of the bank is dangerous to 
the rights of the people, and repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of a republican Government. They protest 
against the restoration of the deposites and the re- 
charter of the bank, and approve the plan suggested 
by the Presidentand his friends, of gradually intro- 
ducing into our country a specie currency—and 
urge upon the House the necessity ofspeedy action. 
| He would not say, as was frequently said in the 
House on similar occasions, that this memorial is 
signed without reference to party. Ele believed that’ 
they were all of one party, arid that an inspection’ 
of all the memorials upon the tables of members 
would furnish a very accurate index (so far as 
they extend) of the political parties of the coun- 
try. He further remarked that he should do in- 
Justice to his constituents and to the House if he 
| attempted to impress a beliefethat the memorial 
expressed the views and sentiments of a majority 
of the wealthy and business part of the town of: 
| Paterson. 
That he should do violence to his own feelings 
| if he did not state explicitly that he looked inwain’ 
over the list annexed to the memorial for the fames 
of many of his own friends and neighbors, who’ 
differed with him in their political views generally,: 
and particularly in their views upon the subject of 
| the memorial.. That their names would be found 
| upon a memorial of a different character, to.:be: 
presented to the House, and signed, as he was: 
informed, by about four hundred and fifty, of the 
inhabitants. of the same town. 7": ra 
But (Mr. D. remarked) that this memorial was- 
| also signed by-his friends.and neighbors—by more 
| than seven hundred of those very men who admit 


: any others; 
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that they suffer, and to whom the blessings of 
property.and liberty are as dear as they canbe to 
j by.men who, atthe same time that 
they suffer, have the sagacity to'discover the cause 
of their sufferings, the boldness to declare that 
cause, and the firmness to bear .up under those 
gufferings, and support the policy of the Adminis- 
tration of their choice, because they believe that 
policy best calculated to :promote the great and 
permanent interest of the Republic. In other: 
` words, he stated that the memorial was signed by 
the Democrats and independent workingmen ‘of 
the town of Paterson and its vicinity. : 
“Read, and laid on the table, `< ; 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, presented a memorial 
from’certain inhabitants of Petersburg, stating there 
Was great pressure at present, and their apprehen- 
sion of greater; praying Congress to take measures 
by restoring the deposites to the Bank ofthe Uni- 
ted States, in order to mitigate their distress, © 
=: Alsó, a second memorial, from three hundred 

: inhabitants of the same place, denying the facts 
aet. forth, and in favor of the course taken by the 

Executive. 

‘Mr. WISE, of Virginia, presented two memo- 
yials from inhabitants of his district, one in favor 

of, and the other against the restoration of the 
deposites. : 

Mr. LOYALL, Mr. CRANE, and Mr. HALL 
of North Carolina, ‘presented memorials from 
` places, whose names we could not hear, and Mr. | 

PATTON one: from Fredericksburg and Fal- 
mouth, for the restoration of the deposites. 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from the 
Board of Officers at Jefferson barracks, Missouri, 
yemonstrating against the passage of a bill before 
the House, regulating half pay; also, from the 
Legislative Council of Michigan, for claims against 
the United States for losses; &c., and one from 
Commodore James Barron. 

All which memorials were appropriately referred. 

Mr. PEYTON obtained leave to submit the fol- 
owing resolution, which lies on the table one day 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
„cate to this Hlonsé all the correspondence which 
has taken place in the Department of War since | 
the 4th March, 1829, in reference to a removal or 
change of the Pension Office operations from the 
Bank of the United States and its several branches | 
to any of the local banks: 

‘Resolutions were offered, instructing the Com- 
mittee onthe Post Office and Post Roads to inguire 
into the expediency of establishing post routes 
from the following places, viz: i 
_ By Mr. POLK: From Williamsport, in Maury 
county, by way of Three-Stone and Snow creek, | 
to Franklin, in. Williamson county, Tennessee. 

By Mr. BEATTY: From Richmond, Ken- 
tucky, passing Slaughter’s Salt Works, Mt. Ver- 
non, to Somerset, Pulaski county, and from Mon- 
roe to Locust Shade, in Tennessee, to Burksville, 
Kentucky. ` 

By Mr. FULTON: From Fincastle, Virginia, 
to Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. 


By Mr, LEA: From Maryville, Tennessee, by || 


way of Mount Vail Springs, to intersect the route 
from Madisonville, Tennessee, to North Carofina, 
at Hugh Gormley’s, on Tennessee river. 

By Mr. MOORE: From Pattonsburg; in the | 
county of Botetourt, Virginia, to- Clifton Forge, 


Alleghany county, and from Waynesboro’ to || 


Greensville, Augusta county. 

By Mr. GRAHAM: From Morgantown, in 
Burke county, up John’s river, to John Mastis’s, 
on Watauga river, in Ashe county. 

Mr. DUNLAP submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishit® a marine hospital at the town of Memphis, | 
on the Mississippi river, for the reception of all 
sick and disabled persons in any wise engaged in 
the navigation of said river. Agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, presented a 
preamble and resolutions from the Legislature of 
the State of Ohio, praying a grant of Jand for the 
Uhioand Pennsylyania canal; which were referred | 
to the Committeé‘on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. LYTLE, a` memorial of inhabitants of 
Hamilton county; Ohio, censuring the course taken 


by one of the Senators from that State, (Mr. 


Ewne,] and in favor of the course of the Execu- 
tive in relation to: the currency and the Bank of 
the United: States... . 

Mr. LEAVITT, a memorial: signed by 1,700 
agricultural inhabitants of Harrison county, Ohio, 
protesting against the restoration of the deposites, 
and against therecharter of the Bank of the United 
States... Also, one of a similar tenor from inhabit- 
ants of Jefferson county. = ~ ee 

Mr. McLANE, amemorial from the Legislature 
of Ohio, in relation to the Academy at West Point. 
Also, one respecting the northern boundary of the 


be printed. 

Mr. MITCHELL, six memorials from inhab- 
| itants of Ohio, for the restoration of the deposites 
| and recharter of the bank. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented a petition of Silas 
| Pearce, of Richmond county, Ohio, a soldier of 
! the Revolution, asking a pension. 
Also, the petition of Aaron Mortner, of Huron 
i county, Ohio, asking to be indemnified for prop- 
| erty Jost in the revolutionary: war. 

Also, a: petition of Ebenezer Smith, of Huron 
ounty, Ohio, praying to be placed on the pension 
` list. 
| Also, a petition of sundry persons for a post 
| route from Tiffin to Bucyrus, in the State of Ohio; 
‘all of which were referred to the appropriate com- 
| mittees. 

Mr. PATTERSON also offered a resolution 
| directing the Committee on Indian Affairs to in- 
| quire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
| on to purchase the Wyandot reservation, in the 
| State of Ohio; which was not acted upon for want 
| of a quorum. 

Mr. CAGE, of Mississippi, a memorial from 
| inbabitants of Natchez, for the same; which, he 
| stated, met his decided approbation. 

Mr. PLUMMER agked leave of. the House to 
| address a few remarks in reply to his colleague, 
‘as he dissented. entirely from the views of the 
: memorialists. A 

The House refused; ayes 6, noes 15. 

Mr. PEARCE moved an adjournment; which 
he subsequently withdrew, 

Mr. CAGE moved a call of the House. 

The Elouse refused to second the call; ayes 15, 


| noes 19. 


Mr. SELDEN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays, which 
having been ordered, . 

The motion to adjourn prevailed; yeas 24, nays 
21; and the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, March 25, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donexson, his Private Secretary. 


Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Wilkesborough, in the western 
part of North Carolina, praying a restoration of 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on 
| Finance, and ordered to be printed. : 
| -Mr. MANGUM'also presented a memorial from 
l inhabitants of Halifax county, in the same State, 
| of like import; same order as the preceding. 

Mr. CLAY said he had just heard through the 
public prints that one of the incorporated banks 
j of Maryland, situate in Baltimore, had failed. 
| He bad also heard that in consequence of a sup- 
| posed connexion between that bank and the Union 
| Bank of Maryland, one of the banks selected by 
! the Secretary of the Treasury as a depository of 
| the public money in that city, a great run was 
_ made upon that selected bank yesterday for specie. 
| He had-been. informed that the Secretary of the 
| Treasury wasa stockholder to some extent, he did 
i not know how much, in the Union Bank, and 
| there might be great danger to the public moneys 
| now on deposite there. He hoped it would turn 
out the Union Bank was safe, and that the Secre- 


tary was not a stockholder to such anamount that 
his interest could be supposed to have induced-him 
to select that bank as a depository of the public 
money. He had also. heard that in apprehension 
of a run on the Union Bank, a Treasury draft had 
been issued in its favor fer $150,000 to that bank, 
' and it was the duty of the Senate to look into it. 


State; which were laid on the table, and ordered to- 


He had therefore prepared the following resoly- 
tion, which he hoped no gentleman would object 
to being adopted immediately: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to the Senate what amount 
of public money is now on deposite in the Union 
Bank of Maryland; on-what account it was de. 
posited, and whether any Treasury drafts, contin- 
gent or other, have been, during the month of 
March, 1834, furnished to the said bank tö enable it 
to meet any demands which might be made uponit, 

Mr. FORSYTH said, if the. gentleman had in- 
treduced the resolution without any remarks, he 
could have had no objection to it. But after what 
had been said by the gentleman, he thought we 
ought to have some time to see the resolution. It 
was said the Secretary of the Treasury was a 
stockholder in the Union Bank—-he knew nathing 
to what extent; but he had no hesitation in saying 
that the interest of the Secretary, wherever it 
might be, had nat the slightest effect on ‘him in 
selecting the bank as one of the public deposito- 
ries. 

The resolution lies one day. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu-- 
nication from the Treasury Department, transmit- 
ting a report relative to insolvent debtors: 0.» > 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial from a 
number of watchmakers, jewellers, and others, in 
favor of arestoration of the deposites to the Bank 
of the United States; which was read, referred: to 
the Committee on Finance, and: ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate took 
up for consideratjon the bill making appropriations 
for the repairing and continuing the Cumberland 
road, through she States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
Ilinois, ¢ 

Sevéral amendments were proposed, upon the 
adoption of which a desultory debate ensued, in’ 
which Messrs. HENDRICKS, WILKINS, TIP- > 
TON, FRELINGA OYSEN, EWING, PRES. 
TON, and KING, of Alabama, participated. > 

The bill, on motion of Mr. FRELINGHUY- 
SEN, was laid upon the table. A ge Spa Te 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that: he 
should to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill or- 
ganizing an additional district court of the United 
States in the State of Alabama. ; ees 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES, 

The VICE PRESIDENT having announced 
the special order to be Mr. Wexsrer’s motion 
for leave to bring in a bili to recharter thë Bank of 
the United States for six years— 

Mr. WHITE resumed, and concluded his argus 
ment against the bill. : 

Mr. WEBSTER then took the floor, and said 
that he had not expected that on a. motion for 
leave to. bring in a bill, such a protracted debate 
would have ensued. If he had foreseen it, ho 
would have been restrained from interfering with 
the discussion upon the resolutions of the gentle-; ` 
man from Kentucky. In his judgment, any, relief 
for the present distresses of the country must be 
carried through Congress by the’action of public 
opinion out of doors, Such was the distracted 
state ‘of the community, that no relief could be 
expected till public sentiment gives a direction to 
some specific measures. And with this object he 
had moved for leave to introduce this bill, with a 
view to action upon it in due season hereafter. 
But it had become the subject of debate, and if it 
went on, on a motion for leave, other topics were 
likely to be introduced into it. It was with great 
reluctance he interrupted the debate, but he could 
not consent to a thing so extraordinary; he be- 
lieved it was the first time such a thing had ever 
occurred. There had been nothing like it since 
he had been in the Senate. He was constrained, 
therefore, to endeavor to make disposition, of it. 
Eis object was to place the proposition for. relief 
before the country. He therefore moved to Jay 
the subject on the table. and intimated his inten- 
tion to call it up again on the first Monday in May 
next. f 

On this mation, 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays— 
which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, King. of 
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Georgia, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins,Silsbee, Smith, | 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Wagga- 
man, Webster—24. 

WNAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Morris, | 
Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, 
Wilkins, Wright—15. 

Mr. CLAY then inquired whether the gentle- į 
man from New York {Mr. Wricut] designed to 
speak on the other special order, (Mr. C.’s reso- 
lution relative to the removal of the deposites.) If 
he did'not, he (Mr. C.) wished to make some 
remarks himself, in reply to some gentlemen who 
had already spoken. 

Mr. WRIGHT was understood to express a 

- wish to make a few observations upon the first | 
resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The Senate then, on motion, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Turspay, March 25, 1834. 


Mr. THOMSON reported a bill for the relief of 
Caroline E. Clitherall. 

Mr. WARDW ELL, a bill for the relief of Peter 
Doxtator and Jacob Weaver. 

Mr. TOMPKINS, a bill for the relief of John 
Dal, of Maine. 

Mr. CHINN, a bill to complete the improve- 
ments on Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. MASON, a bill for the relief of Peter 
Mills. : 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported, without amendment, the bill from 
the Senate for changing the term of the district 
court for the western district of Louisiana. 

Mr. STODDERT, an act for the benefit of the 
city of Washington; authorizing the Secretary of | 
the Treasury to pay a sum not exceeding $60,000 | 
annually, in quarter y installments, for three years, || 
to the Mayor of the city, to be applied under the 
direction of the Board of Aldermen and Common 
Council, to extinguish so much of the interest 
annually accruing on the public debt. 

“Mr. ARCHER, a bill for the relief of certain 
inhabitants in East Florida. 

All which bills were read twice and committed. 

Mr. ASHLEY obtained leave to present a 
memorial from sundry western merchants, who 
met in Philadelphia, praying that the Bank of the 
United States may be rechartered, and such other 
measures taken by Congress as would relieve the 
country from its present pressure. It was need- 
less for him to say, that the memorial had his 
most hearty wishes; he now called for the reading 
of it. It was read accordingly, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 


H 


lowing; which lies cne day on the table for con- 
sideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to inform this House whether a survey. of the 
-Memphis and Little Rock road has been made; 
| and if so, whether that survey has been returned 
to the War Department; and, if not, the reasons 
why it has not been returned; and further, that he 
inform this House when it is intended to commence 
the work upon that road. 


Resolutions that the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing post routes from 
the following places were agreed to: 

By Mr. BROWN: From Milton, in Ulster 
“county, by way of Modena and Young’s post 
office, to Tuthill, and from thence across by the 
| mountain at the Traps, to Acord,in the county of 
Rochester. 

By Mr. SHEPPERD: From Germantown, in 

Stokes county, North Carolina, by Bethania, 
' Vienna, and Shore’s Ferry, to Rockford, in Sur- 
: ry county. # 

By Mr. PLUMMER: From Jackson to Win- 
| chester, Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. WARD, of New York, the 
memorial and documents of Jonathan Ward were 
recommitted to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. WARD also presented the memorial of the 
owners and captains of vessels navigating Long 
{sland Sound, in relation to the light-house on 
Sands Point, New York; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Petitions were presented by Mr. CAGE, of 
Mississippi, Mr. BULL, of Missouri, and Mr. 
LYON, of Michigan. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the State Department, transmitting an ab- 
stract, showing the number of American seamen 
at each port. Referred, and ordered to be print- 


ed. 

The SPEAKER also presented a communication 
from the War Department, in compliance with a 
resolution of the House of the 19th instant, trans- 
mitting information relative to fortifications, &c. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also presented a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance of an act 
of Congress, supplementary to an act for the relief 
of insolvent debtors of the United States, transmit- 
ting an abstract and returns, in pursuance of the 
provisions of that act. 

On motion of Mr. ELLSWORTH, the letter 
was ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


letter from Lieutenant Levy, of the United States 


The House, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to call the several States for the presentation of || 
petitions. E 

A memorial from Natchez, presented by Mr. 
Cace, praying the restoration of the deposites, 
being the unfinished business from yesterday, on 
which there was a motion that it should be laid on | 
the table, Eoo s | 

Mr. PLUMMER claimed the floor, | 

Mr. CAGE withdrew his motion, for the pres- | 
ent, to lay on the table. 

Mr. PLUMMER said he wished to make a few 


| 


| 
! 
| 


brief remarks, dissenting from the views of the j 


memorialists. ! 
The SPEAKER said it was not in order to do | 
so, except with leave of the House. 
Mr. PLUM 


attain his object, he would move to have the reso- 


lations and memorial referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, with instructions to make a i: 


renort adverse to the memorial, &c., if he was in 
order to do so. 

The SPEAKER informed him this motion was 
in order; but as the resolutions were not before 
the House, having by mistake been sent to the 
printer, the subject must stand over until next 
peution day. 

Mr. LIANNEGAN obtained leav 
to submit the following: 

lesolved, That the Committee on Revol 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the e 
diency of placing Dempsey Hicks 
Revolution, on the pension roll. Agreed to, 


Mr, SEV! 


utionary 


mspe 


| Navy, 


i) Stat 


MER then said, that in order to i! 


eofthe House ©: 
© tion, or to any individual, the right to possess the 
! money of the United States. 


Ree |! 


„a soldier of the | 


ni obtained leave to submit the fol- ~ 


asking leave to present to Congress, and 
| through them to his fellow-citizens of the United 
es, a bronze statue of Thomas Jefferson, &c. 
Mr. PATTON said that, having the pleasure of 
uaintance with Lieutenant Levy, he rose to 
er motion on the subject. After 
‘investigation, he had found that the uniform 
| course, on such occasions, had been to refer the 

communication to the Committee on the Library. 
Accordingly, he made that motion, that the com- 
mittee might inquire what disposition should be 
! made of this munificent and patriotic.donation. 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 

resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, together with Mr. Wiros’s motion to 
amend the same. 
Mr. GILMER, of Georgia, obtained leave to lay 
| the following resolutions on the table, stating that 
it was his intention to offer them, as an amend- 
ment, at a proper time hereafter. 

Resolved, That the right to control the possession 
' of the public money isa trust, and delegated to the 
i Government, of which it cannot divest itself; and, 
therefore, that Congress has no power to sell to 
the Bank of the United States, or cther corpora- 


1 
| an acq 
| make the prop 


Resolved, That the Congress of the United States 
did not, by the sixteenth 
orate the subscribers of 
| which directs that the 


8 deposites of the 


section of the act to in- |! 
the Bauk of the United 


money of the United States shall be placed in thë‘: ae 


Bank of the United States and its: branches, unless: 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall at any time’. 
otherwise order and direct, relinquish its right of | 
controlling the deposites of the money of the Uni- © 
ted States, whenever the public interests should 
require its exercise. : : 

Resolved, That the right of Congress to fix by 
law the place of deposite for the money of the 
United States, does not depend in any degree upon 
the sufficiency or insufficiency of the reasons às- 
signed to Congress by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, at the commencement of its present session, 
for the removal of the money of the United States 
from the Bank of the United States. 

Resolved, That the application to Congress for a 
recharter by the Bank of the United States, at 
the session immediately preceding the last presi- 
dential election; the rejection of that application 
by the deliberate action of the Government; the 
general embarrassment of all business which has 
been carried on by banking credit; the great inter- 
est which the Bank of the United States has to 
increase the embarrassment, and to occasion gen- 
eral distress throughout the country; the power 
which the United States Bank would possess of 
compelling most of the State banks to’ stop the 
payment of specie, and all accommodation to the 
people if the deposites of the money of the United 
States were restored to the Bank of the United 
States, conspire to render it the imperative duty 
of Congress to deposite the money of the United 
States in some other place than the Bank of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the United States possess no pow~ 
ers of Government, except such as have been dele- 
gated to it by the States through the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the power to grant charters of 
incorporation is an attribute of sovereignty, and 
belongs to the States or the people, it never having 
been delegated to the United States. 

Resolved, That the authority granted to the 
United States by the last clause of the 8th section 
of the Ist article of the Constitution, to pass all 
laws necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the powers conferred upon it, does not 


justify the assumption pf any sovereign power by 


the United States which belongs to the States or 
the people. ee 

Resolved, That the creation of a national bank, 
or the rechartering the present bank, by the United 
States, is not only an exercise of power not 
authorized by the Constitution, but dangerous to 
the individual independence of the people, to the. 
power of the States to resist the usurpation of 
their rights, and to the continuance orour present 
free institutions. 

Resolved, That the money collected from the peo- 
ple, for the use of the Government, ought to be 
placed in the State banks until it shall be drawn 
therefrom in consequence of appropriations made 
by law, instead of permitting it to remain in the 
possession of the public officers—because, through 
the banks, the money may be made to return 


| immediately into circulation, thereby lessening the 


burdens of taxation, keeping the quantity of circu- 
lating medium equal, and adding to the activity 
and prosperity of the community. 

Resolved, That the State banks, to be made the 
depositaries of the public money, ought to be 
designated by law, as soon as possible, and the 
conditions and restrictions prescrived upon which 
they shall receive the public money and transfer it 
to such places as the Government may require, 

The resolutions were ordered to he printed. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, who was entitled to 
the floor, rose and spoke two hours in support of 
the resolutions reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. When he concluded, several 
gentlemen simultaneously addressed the Chair, 


i| and the floor was obtained by Mr. SCHLEY, of 


Georgia, on whose motion the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 

Wronespay, Mareh 26, 1834. i 
from the President of 
Dowezson, his Private 
Secretary 

Tharp; 
Claims. 
ngsof 


A message was received 
the United States, by Mr. 
Secretary, transmitting a report of the 
of War upon the petition of Wiliam 
which was referred to the Committee on Gla 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedi 
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: > a meeting of young men of Philadelphia, opposed 
“tothe course of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
removing the deposites. ; 
` Mr. PRESTON said that he desired to take this 
opportunity to. make a remark or two upon a 
memorial which he intended to present, from a 
meeting of citizeris. of the third congressional 
district in Pennsylvania. . It came from the young 


gentlemen of Philadelphia; and he thought, coming: 


“from kuch a. source, it presented an instructive 
lesson, . It proceeded from a class of citizens who 
were uncorrupted by.the world, and it, therefore 
spoke the lessons of wisdom. The sentiments 
thns avowed were natural and proper, and neces- 
sary to the times in which welived. These young 
gentlemen. represent that the Constitution has been 
violated, and the laws trampled upon. We had 


now been discussing this subject three months— | 


the whole continent had. been shaken by its ab- 
sorbing influence; and in the midst of all these 
things, occurrences have taken place, and are daily 
taking place, which would shake our reasons under 
other circumstances. We see one of the depart- 
ments of this Government bankrupt to the amount 
of $500,000, and yet it passes unnoticed. But who 
was it that performed this act? The Secretary of 
the Treasury? No. Butthe Secretary of the Pres- 
ident of the United States—a Secretary not con- 
firmed, or offered to be confirmed, by the Senate. 
We were now here, almost at the first of April, 


and the extraordinary spectacle was presented of | 


three high officers of the Government exercising 
their duties, without their offices being confirmed 
by the Senate. 
our. foreign relations? One court, high up the 
Baltic, was entirely without a representative, kept 
open for negotiation. Another more important 
one, the Court of. England, has been for two 
years without a representative there—a Govern- 
“ment where, according to the President’s admis- 
gion, negotiations of the most important nature 


were left pending. An army of soldiers were | 


marching and countermarching through several of 
the States of this Union, and yet nothing affected the 
public.mind, such was the interest and anxiety in 
the present state of things.. At no period of the 


Government had there ever been such a congre- | 
gation of remarkable facts ‘collected together.: It 


may well be said that we were in a revolution, 
hitherto bloodless, but it was not so now. Mur- 
der had been committed; blood had been spilt; the 


life of an individual had been sacrificed, in perform- | 


ing a duty secured to him by the Constitution. 
And what impression did this make? The name 
of the individual who has fallen he hardly knew. 
Petitions and memorials were showering in here 
from all quarters, complaining of this usurpation 
of power, and gentlemen say, [ave patience, and 
all will be well. Yes, when the distress has at- 


tained its utmost limit, then we shall have relief. | 
When the storm hag prostrated the forest, a new | 


- growth ‘will take place. They make a solitude, 
; and calif peace. 

Mr. BROWN desired to make but a remark or 
two in'reply to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Prusvron,] and he would take the occasion 
to congratulate gentlemen upon their reinstatement 
in their former situation. He thought he perceived 
for some days past their phalanx wavering—that 
there was not the same unity of sentiment upon the 
violated laws of the country. They stated the 
issne to be one thing. We said it was another; 
that the Bank of the United States was the issue, 
and a bill was afterwards brought forward to re- 


charter the bank, and the honorable gentleman from | 
This was |) 


Massachusetts opened the discussion. 
continued for several days; gentlemen now saw 
that it was not the proper question to be presented, 
and the issue was withdrawn. We werethenupon 
the same ground upon which we had been placed 
for some days past, and the tones of sympathy and 
distress were againrepeated. The gentleman from 
South Carolina prefaced his observations by stating 


that he had a memorial to present from the young | 


men of Philadelphia; a circumstance which pecu- 
liarly marked the present time. 


the battles of the United States Bank. It wasem- 
inently characteristic of the present time. What 
did the bank do? It was flying to take refuge 


among the boys of the country. But Lonorable j 
gentlemen thought the elections would decide the 


And what was the situation of | 


It did mark the | 


present time, when young men were forced to fight : 


! tions atthis time? And what wasit, Mr. B. would | 


t 


| arrogating to himself the supreme power, the im- 


| He thought it necessary to say thus much in an- | 


| why was there nota Minister to England ? the gen- 
tleman asked. Why not? The history of this || 


! confirmed. 


question, They would decide it, Look at the | 


elections since the removal of the deposites. Have | 
they not. triumphantly sustained the Administra- | 
tion? “Witness the result ef the elections in Vir- 

ginia and New Hampshire. The gentleman also | 


asked, what was the situation of our foreign rela- l 


also ask? The dignity, elevation, prosperity, and | 
success of the Administration in this branch of the 
publie service was read in the eyes of the nation. 
Never was there a pericd in our history when a 
patriot’s heart had greater reason to be gratified by | 
the success of our foreign relations. What old 
subjects of controversy were there that were un- 
settled under this Administration? Subjects which 
had baflled the exertions of the. most able states- 


men òf the country heretofore had been honorably t 


adjusted. There was no foreign court where the | 
nation was not represented by some one. The | 
Minister to Russia had but just left there. And | 


body gave the response-—that history would show | 


that the nominations of the President were not j; 


always confirmed. But it was said that the ten- 
dency of power was to concentrate in the hands of 
one man. But if it were so, was there none in 
that great corporation which was wielding apower 
wholly unparalleled in the country. The bank 
could draw down no denunciations upon it from the 
other side of the House. Repeated efforts were 
made to persuade the people that the President was 


perial purple. But when we look to his advanced 
age, and reflect upon the long life which he had 
devoted to the service of his country, can it be be- 
lieved that he would do anything to tarnish that | 
fame which is, and ought to be, so dear to him? | 
swer to the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that the gentleman | 
from North Carolina [Mr. Br own] said that the | 
memorial from these young men indicated the power 
of the bank over the people. Mr. P. thought that 
it was not in the ranks of the young men that 
advocates for the bank would be found. If they | 
obeFed impulses, it would be to cry out for the 
hero. The bank could exercise no such power— | 
it was impotent for such purposes. Let us not 
be told that the throes of the people in Pennsylva- 
nia and North Carolina, were all produced by the 
power of the bank. The bank could not buy our | 
party. It was not thecharacter of the country to 
bebought. He scorned the imputation. Ifevery 
bank in the United States was crushed to atoms, 
greater distress than now existed could not be pro- 
duced. He did not know whether the absence of 
the Minister from England was necessary. But 
the Chief Magistrate has said that important mat- 
ters were under discussion there. And the gentle- 
man had said that the nominations were not made, | 
because nominations to the Senate were notalways | 


Mr. BROWN roseto explain. He did not say 
that that was the reason why a nomination had not | 
been made, but that it was the reason why no Min- 
ister wag not now there. 

Mr. PRESTON fesumed. The Senatethen did 
not think proper to confirm the nomination. It 
was a dangerous non-exercise of power to refuse 
to nominate when it was said important negotia- 
tions were then to be attended to. Thepowers of 
the Senate were superseded —there were no nomi- | 
nations to foreign courts—no nominations to three | 
high offices in the Government. There was one | 
instance in relation to our foreign affairs, to which | 
he would allude. A part of the national debt, the | 
4i per cent., was about falling due, and the de--! 
partment had actually forgotten to give notice of | 
it, and the interest was running on to this day. 
Such were the circumstances under which the coun- 
try was placed. | 

Mr. FORSYTH said there was one remark of | 
the honorable gentleman from South Carolina | 
[Mr. Preston] to which he wished to call the 
attention of the Senate. He alluded to the com- 
plaint which the gentleman made that the high 
officers of the Government—the Secretary of State, | 
of the Treasury,and the Attorney General—were 
the officers of the President, and not of the United 
States. He believed the Constitution of the Uni- 


ted States authorized the President, during the 


wee 


| 
| 
i 


j quent exhibitions ef this sort before. 


recess of the Senate, to grant commissions to fill 
vacancies, which should continue until the end of 
the next session of Congress. The persons al- 
luded to have their commissions from the President, 
and whether they were here or not, for confirma- 
tion, they were officers of the United States. He 
did not understand the. point of the gentleman’s 
complaint against the President for not sending 
their appointments for confirmation. Was it his 
duty to-do so? It was his duty to send them be- 
fore the time of adjournment, and then it was our 
duty to. pass upon them, and we had a right to 
pass upon them. How we should do so, the ma- 
jority in this body weuld determine. Was there 
an anxiety existing, in these allusions, to embar- 
rass the public affairs when the disastrous effects 
of proceedings here were already so agitating the 
country? The President had pursued a just dis- 
cretion, and he (Mr. F.) could see no objection to 
his exercising it. Thetwo gentlemen (Mr. Sourn- 
arp and Mr. Preston] had dwelt much on the 
streng evidence of public opinion manifested in 
the proceedings of the young men in Philadelphia— 
the young men, the junior classes of the country-— 
that they had no self-interest, but were guided by 
generous gentle affections. But we have had fre- 
We have 
had other meetings of young men and conven- 
tions of young men, and if he recollected rightly, 
the course of the last young men’s convention here 
had been over-shadowed by the young men at 
the ballot-boxes, as they will be again. It was a 
very remarkable fact, that the city of Philadel- 
phia, so conspicuous for her wealth, her virtue, 
and her intelligence, always had the misfortune of 


| being opposed to tke people of the United States, 


and of the State of Pennsylvania. If you desire 
to obtain the opinion of the people of the State of 
Pennsylvania, go to Philadelphia, and the very 
converse of opinion there will be found to prevail 
in the State. It always has been so. But these 
young gentlemen are not to be bought by gold, or 
governed by the bank. Well, Te trusted the 
people of Philadelphia were all so. But the truth 
was, they saw through false media. ~ 

He did not know that all their opinions were 
regulated by passion; but who were so much so 
as the young gentlemen of a populous city? There 
were two principal divisions in Philadelphia, in one 
of which all the young men there were ranged— 
bank and anti-bank; and it was equivalent to an 
expulsion from polished society not to be found on 
the side of the bank. Even the women were crying 
out for the restoration of the deposites; and how 
could the young men resist the cries of the ladies? 
But the gentleman and the people saw other more 
dangerous encroachments upon their liberties— 
that a formidable army had marched through one 
State to attack another, and all this excited no at- 
tention. And why? Because the people knew the 
purpose of it—they knew the object in view, and 
approved the act—they went to enforce.the laws 
of the country, and the State of Alabama approved 
the act, and was satisfied that the President was 
right. But the gentleman also says that the revo- 
lution is no longer bloodless—that one murder had 
been committed on a citizen exercising the elective 
franchise. True, rumor said that an individual had 
been lately severely beaten in Philadelphia, and 
had since died. But without a knowledge of the 
circumstances, would the gentleman say that mur- 
der had been committed, or that the deceased did 
not merit the blow by which he fell? The reason 
it excited no attention here was, that it did not be- 
long to the United Statés Government, but to the 
government of Pennsylvania, and he had no doubt 
Justice would there be done. And he would say 
to that gentleman, that the introduction .of that 
topic here did not properly belong to persons hold- 
ing the opinions which we hold here upon State 
rights. It belonged to the action of the State gov- 
ernments. The petitions complained of an infinite 
deal of public distress. The people were deluded 
into a belief that they suffered greater affliction 
than war and famine could produce. But could 
we not see that it was greatly exaggerated? He 
had passed through the cities of Philadelphia and 
New York, when he saw not a living thing in the 
Streets—when the noise of his own feet was terri- 
fying to him. But was there anything prevailing 
there now to be compared to this? There was 
distress existing it was true, but it was seized on 
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was used ag the instrument of promoting those || . : 1 
hopes. But the issue was before the people, and |! sideration of the resolutions reported from the 


he hoped they would feel it, and decide it; and he 


thought they would be as before—against the |i the amendment submitted by Mr. WILDE, de- 
; claring that the reasons of the Secretary of the 
y for the removal of the deposites are 


bank. Bat the gentleman was mistaken in sup- 
posing that the presentation of such masses of me- 
morials was unexampled here. In 1811, (which, 


to be sure, was before his time,) innumerable peti- : 


tions were presented, for renewing the charter of 
the old bank, and complaining, as now, of great 
Gistresyand embarrassment, and bushel baskets- 
full of them might now be found in the State De- 
partment, Even in our own time, in the Chero- 
kee case, there were more than therearenow. And 
so of the Missouri question, (though he was out 
of the country then,) and more lately the tariff. 
‘There was hardly an exiting topic could come 
before Congress that did not produce a flood of 
memorials and petitions. X 

The memorials were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Thespecialorderofthe day wasthen announced, 
being the report of the Committee on Finance, and 
Mr. Cray’s resolutions upon the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. FORSYTH said he would, with the per- 
mission of the gentleman who was entitled to the 
floor, [Mr. Wricut,] correct a misrepresentation 
of his remarks yesterday, so great that he was led 
to apprehend that it was designed to do him or 
another person injury. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky, in, introducing his resolution of inquiry 
into the amount of the public moneys on deposite 
in the Union Bank of Maryland, had said, ‘he 
hoped it would turn out that the Secretary of the 
Treasury was not a stockholder in this bank to 
any extent which could authorize an impression 
that he had suffered his own interests to enter into 
the considerations which led him to select this 
bank as one of the depositories of the public 
money.” Without then knowing, as he now did, 
that the amount of stock owned by Mr. Taney 
was small, Mr. F. roseto protestagainst the state- 
ment expressed, and to appeal to the justice and 
generous feelings of the Senator from Kentucky, 
that no amount of stock owned by Mr. Taney 
could justify an inference to his prejudice; that his 
character was a sufficient guarantee that his official 
acts could not be influenced by his pecuniary 
interests. 

Now, (Mr. F. said,) he was represented in the 
National Intelligencer as endorsing the Senator’s 
remark: He was made to say, ‘ He did not im- 
‘agine, however, that it could be found, on exam- 
ination, that the Secretary held sufficient stock to 
render it an object with him to select this bank for 
the custody of any part of the public money;”’ 
thus admitting what he had risen to deny, that 
there was an amount of stock which, if owned in 
the bank by Mr. Taney, could, by possibility, 
govern his official conduct. 

Mr. WRIGHT then rose, and spoke at large, 
sustaining the Secretary. 

When he concluded, 

Mr. CLAY obtained the floor, and intimated 
that if it was the wish of any gentleman to address 
the Senate, he would yield his privilege. No Sen- 
ator rising, Mr. CLAY moved an adjournment, 
but gave way to Mr. POINDEXTER, upon 
whose motion the Senate proceeded to executive 
business; and after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W enwespay, Marck 26, 1834. 


Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, from the 
Cammitice on Commerce, reported an act for the 


relief of Phineas Sprague snd others, late owners 


of the schooner Two Sisters, with an amendment. 
Mr. OSGOOD, with leave, presented two pri- 


vate petitions for relief of revolutionary soldiers; | 


which was referred. 


The resolation submitted by Mr. Marois, of 


Alabama, respecting the public deposites, was 
taken up. i 

Mr. BURGES resumed and concluded his re 
marks on the subject and 


Mr. CHILTON ALLAN obtained the door. 


BAS 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


| Committee of Ways and Means, together with 


: Treasur 
; unsatisfactory and insufficient. 


Mr. SCHLEY took the floor. He did not (he 
said) engage in the discussion with the expectation 


j 


| ion of those who thought as he did. He would 
: been that the country had been flooded with in- 
flammatory speeches and letters sent from this 
| Those clamors had been echoed back from certain 
|i individuals who were under. the influence of a 


| the fact lies on the table. It was these reiterated 
| clamors, all tending to induce the people to believe 
| in the existence of a state of facts which had no 
reality, that had led him to present the views 
which he entertained on this subject. 
factitious importance had been given to this ques- 
tion, which had swelled it far beyond its natural 
dimensions. The real cause and object of all this 
excitement every individual could tell. It was 
expected by these means to procure what other- 
| wise could not be procured—the recharter of the 
| bank, and a change of Administration. 
certain individual was at the head of the Govern- 
ment, there were persons who could not be satis- 
fied with any state of things. With Haman, they 
exclaimed, What are all these things to me, while 
Mordecai, the Jew, sits in the King’s gate? His 
honorable colleague, [Mr. Witpe,] in reference 
to the speeches, letters, &c., which have been sent 
abroad to mislead the public mind, asked why 
their effect was not counteracted by our speeches, 
In answer to the interrogatory, he would say, that 
although we have usurped the purse and sword 
of the nation, yet we have no money to pay for 
| printing speeches. He had been credibly informed 
that 100,000 copies of a certain speech delivered 
in this House had been purchased for distribu- 
tion; of another speech 50,000 copies; and of a 
certain other speech 50,000 copies more. If we 
send speeches abroad, we have to buy them, and 
| we are not able to pay for so great a number. 
| This was the reason why the Administration party 
| were notable to counteract the efforts of the friends 
of the bank. 
| Senator had said that we were in the midst of a 
|| revolution, rapidly ténding to the concentration of 
| all power in the hands of one man; that the pre- 
: monitory symptoms of despotism were upon us, 
i&c. He (Mr. S.) believed that we were in the 
i midst of a revolution; but that, instead of concen- 
trating power in the hands of one man, it would 
|. wrest power from hands where it had been uncon- 
' stitutionally lodged. 
: Mr, S. proceeded to argue upon the nature of 
; the several powers granted to the President of the 
|. United States and the Secretary of the Treasury 
|i in their respective capacities; and” he maintained 
i that there was no express power granted to the 
President. It was rather an incidental power 
: growing out of the taxing power, granted by the 
i Constitution. Congress, then, (he argued,) had, 
: as a matter of course, the power to protect the 
|. public treasure. But supposing that they had not 
| expressly designated the place where it should be 
` kept, it seemed to him that it devolved as a neces- 
_ sary consequence upon the Executive, to see that 
‘it should be taken care of, This also seemed to 
him to be the practice of the Government, and it 


| 
| 
t 
i 


been, that he was aware of, ever passed, interfering 


: the Executive power. But although, by the act. 
‘incorporating the bank, specified powers were 
© given to the Secretary, it was not to be supposed 
' that Congress ever intended to vest in this officer, 


i the power over the public purse without having i be 


: some responsibility, some accountability over it. 
The people had electe 
him fo be a man of ta r 


ii honor—who would not do anything to vio 


t 


At one o’clock the House proceeded to the con- | 


of changing the opinion of any gentleman here 
who differed from him, nor of confirming the opin- 
| have been content to give a silent vote, had it not 


| city to produce an artificial excitement and alarm. | 


| power more potent than reason. The evidence of 


A sort of 


While a j 


A distinguished party Jeader and | 


had not been hitherto opposed; no law having , 


with the right exercised by the Secretary of the | 
i Treasury—whom, he contended, was a branch of | 


d the President, believing | ; 
lents, of integrity, and of |; which 
late if considered, h 
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| their Constitution or their laws-—and he mferred> 
; that Congress, when incorporating the bank, with 

the clauses so often referred to in the debate, had 
not the Secretary so much as the President pro 
i lempore in view, fle took for granted, from: the 
usual motives by which men were actuated, that 
Congress considered him alone as responsible: for 
the safe-keeping, &c., of the public funds, and that 
the Secretary was bound to carry into effect the 
orders of the Executive, unléss, as in the case of 
Mr. Duane, he could not conscientiously do so. 
Mr. Secretary Taney had done no more than carry 
out views which he had entertained, and which 
he was bound to do. In reference to the argu- 
ments that the power of the Secretary in this mat- 
ter was independent, he would suppose that the 
| Secretary was about to remove the deposites, in 
|! opposition to the will of the President, and that 
_he had prevented him in removing them, and he 
must ask, what would be the conduct of those 
now opposed to any Executive control? Would 
there have been such an outcry as now? No. 
“It would have been as fair a thing as ever was.” 
An issue had been made, that this was a ques- 
tion between the bank and the President; while, in 
fact, it ought to have been advocated upon what it 
really was, an issue between the bank and the peo- 
ple, and an issue, too, upon which they (the peo- , 
| ple) had decided by their votes at the last election. ; 
The bank, like all other corporations, was an 
institution without a soul, created by the Govern- 
i ment for the performance of certain fiscal offices. 
{ts charter being about to expire, the President 
very properly brought to the notice of Congress 
this fact, and called their attention to it, that they 
might supply the want of such an institution as 
‘agent for the public business. Such being his 
i duty, it was scarcely possible to suppose that this 
should have caused the results which the country 
had ever since experienced, It was hardly possi- 
ble to credit, that for this the bank should have 
commenced, and been justified by its friends for so 
doing, to corrupt the press, and flood the land with 
pamphlets, &c., ‘for the purpose of enlightening 
|i the people,” or “ for defence,” as it was termed. - 
Jt then came to this, that, as the recharter of the 
i! bank was advocated only on the ground that it was 


f: 


| necessary for the fiscal offices of the Government, 
i; and not so much for the benefit of the stockholders, 
should Congress—were they in fact justified—in 
aiding them, by granting any further powers to a 
| corporation which was rising up every day and 
|! doing acts pernicious to public liberty, and which 
| must ultimately destroy them? Could men be’ 
| found to justify this conduct by the bank? Could: 
| legislators be found, could. men who were sworn 
| to defend the Constitution, aid them after these 
| improper acts were brought. home to them? - He 
thought, if Government had come to that pass, that 
| they would be overawed by an institution of their 
ii own creation; it was a degradation, a miserable 
|| state of things, that he never expected to witness. 
|| Heasked ifthere did not appear to bea high-handed 
| attempt to overawe Congress on this question, in 
a manner hitherto unexampled, and which ought 
| to be resisted. In reference to the safety of our 
iH free institutions, he viewed the bank as a most 
|| dangerous incorporation, which must ultimately 
|! destroy the ramparts which surrounded the Consti- 
‘tution. His hopes were, however, grounded upon 
i! the intelligence and patriotism of the people, and 
| that they would not permit it tc be sustained. If 
i not, then we should be a people with the name 
|! of liberty, but not having the substance. If the 
i bank should be rechartered, the whole property” 
|i of the nation would be made subject to it, to rise 
| and fall, as it would extend or curtail its issues of 
| paper. Referring to the opinions given by the 
' President of the United States, ‘‘ that the consti- 
_ tutionality and expediency of the bank might be 
= well questioned,” and to the opinions entertained 
by Mr. Madison in 1791, and his change of opinion 
‘on this subject in 1816, We.said he regretted that 
‘he ever could have changed-the opinion he had 
` expressed against its constitutionality ; for he (Mr.. 
§.)could not yield up his opinion on the grounds 
which Mr. Madison had justified his—‘‘that he. 
lieved it to be necessary.” : 
Mr. S., after adverting to the powers exercised 
: by the States in issuing ‘bills of credit, and 
; he contended bank bills could not be- so 
e eulogized the Constitution a8 the 
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i great chart to which the people looked, and which, 
° ag it doubtless would: be adhered to by the Presi- 
dent in his conduct to the bank, it would alone be 
their safest guide, and ultimately would produce 
safety and coftinuance to their free institutions. — 
./ “Mr. S. proceeded to show why, according to his 
- iviews, the bank was not constitutional. The States 

had reserved to themselves all powers which were 
not granted to the Federal Government. The 
“question arose, whether this power was so granted? 
‘The grant was not to be found in the Constitution. 
So far from that, it was a matter of history thatit 
¢ was: proposed in the convention to give this power, 
“and-that the proposition was ‘rejected. Mr. S.. 
referred to the history of the convention, to prove | 
this fact. The specific power to incorporate a 
bank- was not proposed, but a power to incorpo- 
rate companies generally was proposed and, re- 
jected. ‘To this argument it had been replied that 
the proposition was rejected because it woyld have 
endangered the adoption of the whole instrument 
by the people. . His view of the subject was, that 
the power did not exist, unless it was specifically 
granted. 

Mr. S. referred to the argument that the faith of 
the.Government being pledged, it was proper to 
return the deposites, even admitting the institution 
to be unconstitutional. The Secretary, he argued, 

“had an uncontrolled discretion in regard to the dis- 
position of the deposites, and that this power was 
granted in the charter. What right had the bank 
to complain of the exercise of the power, when it 
was secured'to the Secretary of the Treasury by 
the very terms of che contract with the bank? It 
had been said that the President had assumed an 
illegal power over the publicmoney. But the fact 
was that Congress had the same power over the | 
public: treasure now which they had before the 
deposites. were removed; and the power of the 
President was not greater now than it was before. 

` The question now is, what shall be done with the 
public money? He contended that legislative 
power was inalienable. No one disputed this, and 
the sixteenth section of the charter, reserving to the 
Secretary of the Treasury the power of removal, 
showed conclusively that Congress did not intend 
to legislate away their legislative power. The 
question what shall be done with. the deposites? 
now came up as an original question. We could 
do with them whatever. we pleased. 

` Mr. S. proceeded to inquireinto the expediency 
of a national bank as a fiscal agent, and into the 
causes of the existing public distress. In many 
points of view, he represented this concentration 

_ of money-power as dangerous to the liberties of 
the country. He referred to the recent efforts of 
the bank to misrepresent the acts of the President, 
through memorials elicited from the people, as a 
proof of the capacity and disposition of the bank 
to abuse its influence. The bank represented all 
the distress which pervaded the community as 
résulting from a measure of the President—from 
the removal of eight or nine millions from its 
vaults. Mr. S., in answer to the views presented 
by the friends of the bank on this point, read a 
letter written by the President of the bank, ex- 
plaining the causes of: public embarrassments 
which existed at atime when the bank could not 
complain of the conduct of the President of the 
United States, or his Secretary ef the Treasury. 
Mr. Biddle represented the distress, at that time, 
as arising from over-trading, brought on by over- 
banking. The same means, he went on to show, 
had: produced the present state of things. He 
referred to a statement, which he was willing to 
take as true, that the bank had withdrawn from 
circulation only four millions of dollars. This was 
a sufficient proof that the removal of the deposites 
to the State banks, which continued to use those 
deposites for the benefit of the people, could not 
have produced any embarrassment. But it was 
said that the removal, per se, had. not produced the 
effect, but that the panic and loss of. confidence 
conseqtient on the removal, had produced it. But 
who produced the panic? Not the State banks, 
for they would be the first to suffer by it. Notthe 
people, certainly, for they are its victims. But it 
was the United States Bank which created all this 
alarm and agitation. Without greatly. reducing 


the amount of their discounts; they could produce || 


agitation by diminishing their facilities at one point 


| although 


| yet, as the practice was continued, he could: not 


! ive interests as a like number of-merchants taken 


; said he could not say so much. He was not 


| party in the city of Augusta, (known as the. nul- 


and increasing them at another, subjecting every 
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place, in succession, to their influence. Mr. S. 
vindicated the Secretary of the Treasury from the 
aspersions cast upon him, eulogizing his character 
in warm terms. 

When Mr. S. concluded, : 

‘Phe floor was obtained by Mr. ELLSWORTH, | 
who moved that the House adjourn. 

The question being taken by yeasand nays, the 
motion was negatived: 

Yeas 64, nays 66. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved a call of the House; 
upon which motion Mr. EVANS demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 1 

Mr. McCOMAS moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

On this motion Mr. GILLET demanded the | 


S i 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


moved an adjournment, after obtaining the floor, 
because, not expecting to speak to-day, he was 
not prepared with the papers which he shouid 
have occasion to use in addressing the House. 

Mr. HARDIN said he had voted against the | 
adjournment, and he wished to give a reason why ! 
he should now change his vote. 

The SPEAKER decided that no explanations 
were in order. | 

The question on the motion to adjourn was | 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirm- 
ative: 

Yeas 70, nays 62. 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 27, 1834. R 


On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, leave of absence 
for ten days after Monday next was granted to 
Mr. WEBSTER. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented a memorial 
from about four hundred citizens of the city of 
Augusta, asking a restoration of the deposites, and 
a recharter of the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. K. said that as, from the proceedings of 
yesterday, he found it was still usual, on the pre- 
sentation of memorials, to speak of the character | 
of the memorialists, and, at the same time, to say 
something tpn the subject of their complaints— 

e disapproved the practice of discussing į 
these memorials, and thought the compliments of 
respectability, &c., as merely formal ceremonies— 


consent that his fellow-citizens of Augusta, and 
their memorial, should suffer too much in com- 
parison with those from various other quarters 
and sections of the Union, by refusing to bestow 
upon them something like the accustomed atten- 
tion. ; 

He said, then, he could state that he was per- 
sonally acquainted with a very large portion of the | 
memorialists; and he thought that, to a limited 
extent, they embraced all classes, characters, 
trades, professions, and interests, in the commu- 
nity from which the memorial came. He said he 
also found that a very respectable portion of the 
merchants and business men of the city had signed 
the memorial, snd from his acquaintance with 
some of them, he thought their experience and 
general intelligence as merchants qualified them 
as well to judge of those ‘measures of State policy 
which would likely improve or injure their respect- 


promiscuously from any other southern city in the 
Union. i 
Of the politics of the memorialists, however, he 


extensively acquainted with the political opinions 
and feelings of his neighbors. He did not know 
whether they were generally friendly, or opposed | 
to the present Administration. But from the best 
information he could gain, the memorial was not | 
originated, circulated, signed, or sent here, with 
any very marked reference to party distinctions 
upon this point. He might, perhaps, he said, ! 
meke this exception. There was, he said, avery | 
small, but at the same time a very respectable 


lifying party,) who, with a consistency with their 
former opinions upon the subject of the United 
States Bank, (which, so far from censuring, he 


was much disposed to admire,) had generally, he 


believed, declined to put their signatures to tha 
paper. . 

There was one characteristic, however, he said, 
by wħich he thought the memorial might be dis- 
tinctly marked. So far as he was acquainted with 
the sentiments of the memorialists, they had been 
generally friendly to a United States Bank. They 
thought such an institution an useful instrument 
in the commerce of the country; and an efficient 
aid to the Government in the administration of its 
finances. The character and objects of the me- 
morial, he said, might in fact be gathered from the 
language employed in it, which had been appro- 
priately selected, and showed an evident intention 
in the memorialists to state nothing but the truth; 
but at the same time to state that in such a way 


| as to forward, as far as possible, the object they 


Mr. ELLSWORTH rose to explain that he had i Q 7 20. i € 
|! distress in the commercial community; of ‘t evils 


had in view. They spoke of ‘‘‘indications” of 


which they witness,” and of still greater evils 
which they apprehend,&c. They nowhere point- 
edly state, said Mr. K., that they are themselves 
snffering under any very unusual pecuniary em- 
barrassment or pressure in their money market. 
They could not so state, he said, as he apprehended 
such statement would have been contrary to the 
fact. The very mail, he said, whieh brought the 
memorial, brought the prices current, by which it 


| appeared that local stocks, (alwaysthe thermometer 


of the money market, as they were not influenced 
by any foreign competition, Jand in fact all vendable 
articles usually stated in the prices current, main-* 
tained their prices, and indicated that all those who 
had the worth of money could procure money on 
the usual and customary terms. Hereferred, also, 
to the proceedings of the meeting, by which it was 
admitted, he believed, by the speakers on both 
sides, that the pressure had not then reached the 
city. If further evidence were wanting, he said 
he could state that he had conversed with two of 
the memorialists themselves, both highly respectable 
merchants, who had stated to him that the present 
season had not been marked by any unusual dis- 
tress among the merchants. And, (said Mr. K.,) 
if Senators should still be incredulous, I hold in 
my hand a letter from one of the committee who 
drafted the memorial itself, a line from which, he 
supposed, would conclusively settle this point. 
Among other things the writer states: ‘‘ As yet, 
our money market is about as we left it.” 

Mr. K. said he was thus particular in dwelling 
on these facts, not only to show the true character 
of the memorial and its object, but to sustain his 
colleague in a declaration he had madea few weeks 
past, that at that time the city of Augusta was suf- 
fering no unusual distress. The’ truth of this 
statement had been questioned by some honorable 
Senators, and particularly the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky had laughed at his colleague fcr 
this supposed mistake, The statement of his col- 
league, he said, was strictly true at the time it was 
made, and in fact so continued up to the date of 
the last accounts. 

But (said Mr. K.) it is true the memorialists 
apprehend distress, and he thought with some 
reason, if he understood well the present state of 
affairs in that city. This pressure (said Mr. K.) 
has been almost periodical in the southern cities 
for several years, and may always be expected, to 
a certain extent, when. the article of cotton opens 
at a price much beyond that which is afterwards 
maintained. Itis known (said Mr. K.) that north- 
ern exchange is principally furnished to southern 
merchants by the purchase and shipment of cotton. 
These are the means by and through which the 
southern merchants pay their northern debts. 
And when the trade continues regular throughout 
the season, the supply is generally equal to, and 
sometimes beyond the demand, and the premium 
on northern exchange is often a trifle, and some- 
times nothing. But (said he) the planters, after 
they have sold a portion of their crop at good 
prices, sell the remainder with extreme reluctance 
at prices very far below what they have previously 
obtained. Every man (he said) at all in the habit 
of attending to the operations of his own mind, 
would understand the policy by which the planter 
was governed in such a case. 

In fact, the planter was not only inclined, but 
enabled, during the present season, by a timely 
disposition of a large portion of his crop, at good 
prices, to held on to the remainder, in expectation 


1831. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of ans? ance. Since the fall in the foreizs mar- 


ket had produced a heavy decline in the home | 
market, sales had almost ceased in Augusta, and | 


for the last sixty or seventy days, the planters had 
generally stored. ‘The warehouses (he said) in 
Augusta, though numerous and spacious, were 
crowded to overflowing, very few preferring to 
sell at the current prices, but holding on with an 
obstinate confidence, hoping better might be ob- 


tained. f 
This policy (said Mr. K.) has cut off the most |! 


usual supply of northern exchange, which had | 
risen since about the first of January from par to 
two per cent. premium, and even this rate being 
beyond the usual exchange; a further advance 
would probably producea run upon the banks for 
specie, in the remittance of which the merchanis 
(when remittances must 20 on as usual) would find | 
a better acccunt than in the purchaseof exchange 
at these high rates. If, for these reasons, (said 
Mr. K.,) the merchants should commence draw- 
ing specie from the banks, the banks must stop 
their discounts, and reduce their debts, by calling | 
upon their customers, and thus would commence 
the pressure. . » 

There was another cause (he said) which might 
add something to the demand for money in the | 
southern cities; and which, if he mistook net, had | 
added to the apprehensions of some practical men | 
in the city of his residence. 

There were (he said) many northern houses 
which had southern connexions and business 
friends; and it will be recollected (said Mr. K 
that, when making a few remarks before the Sen- | 
ate afew weeks since, I stated that there was rather 
an unusual demand for capital in the northern 
cities, without the usual facilities af supplying | 
them. The money market has been easier at the 
South, and he believed he had understood (at least 


exhausted their credit, to raise remittances to aid | 
their northern friends. This might, if the facts 
were so, add something to the usual demand for | 
northern exchange, which together would make 
something more than an ordinary demand, which 
was met in consequence of the policy of the plant- | 
ers, by a very inadequate and insufficient supply. | 
Mr. K. said he hoped, however, that this appre- | 
hended pressure might yet be averted, by a change | 
of policy by the planters, or such rise in their 
produce as would induce them to part with their | 
property. i 
1 might be disposed, (said Mr. K.,) under other 
circumstances, to say something in reference to 
the object of the memorialists, in a more method- 
icàl manner than I have done heretofore; but the 


proposed measure of the recharter is more directly ii 


before the Senate by the introduction of a bill for 
that purpose; and { wili therefore conclude, by 


4 
j 


mt 


I qra: ays : 
i United States; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on F 


the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
| Mr. WILKINS presented the proceedingagand 


Hi 
i| Sylvania, censuring the acts of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury in removing the deposites; which were 
| read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Fi- 
i hance, reported a bill from the House of Represent- 
atives, making appropriations for the army for 
| the year 1834. - 


the report of the Committee on Finance, and Mr. 
Cray’s resolution upon the 


REMUVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. CLAY said it was just three months yes- 
terday since he opened the debate in the Senate, 
which was now drawing toaclose. The period 


| to have passed the Cape of Good Hope, or to 
bave made a return voyage from Europe. It was 
the longest period which had been occupied in a 
single debate in either House of Congress since 
the organization of the Government. But when 
| the magnitude of the interests involved were con- 
i sidered, there was no dispr:..ortion between the 
time and the subject. He seriously believed the 
| liberties of the country were involved in the meas- 


the Executive of the Government. The present 
situation of the country was truly alarming. Would 
nothing open the eyes of these in power? Would 
: nothing soften their hearts? Between the commo- 


j of the United States and the present state of 
things, there was no comparison. Why was 
| this whole people agitated from one extreme of 
this great nation to the other? Nature was still 
unchanged in her various operations. Why was 
it, then? It had flown from the act of one man 
alone, honest and patriotic if you please, but still 
| it had proceeded from that act. 

Gentlemen deceived themselves as to the evi- 
| dence of public sentiment, as manifested by the 
| late elections. Except the elections of the Senator 
on his right, (Mr. Leiau,] and another of a doubt- 


i strations of public sentiment. 
| mated that we should not adjourn till relief was 


| new year’s day if that woald procure relief, but 
he saw no relief till public sentiment effected it. 
| And he would be willing to say, when the authority 
| of the Constitution and laws should be vindicated, 


moving that the memorial be read, printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance, hoping 
that the bill, when brought forward fordiscussion, 
will have that deliberate attention to which the | 
importance of the measure proposed so justly | 
entitle it. | 


Hi 


The memorial was read, referred to the Commit- |! 


tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. |; quent or able defender than the gentleman had |: 


Mr. WEBSTER rose to make a correction ina 
notice given a few days since, that he would, on 
the first Monday in May, call up the bill extending 
the charter of the United States Bank. He now 
gave notice that he would call it up on Monday, 
the ist of April. 


Mr. W. slso presented a memorial of six thou- | 


sand two hundred and seven inhabitants of Wor- 
cester county, Massachusetts, praying the restora- 
tion of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States; which was read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLAY said that it had been his intention 
to call up the resolution submitted vy him, asking 
for information from the Treasury Department 
relative to the amount of public deposites in the 
Union Bank of Maryland; but, obser vinzan hon- 
orable Senator from Georgia [Mr. Forsrrs} 
absent from his seat, he should decline doing so at 
this time. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial, signed by 
upwards of 1200 inhabitants of the city of Lex- 
ington and county of Fayette, Kentacky, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bapk of the 


i| let us adjourn, and go home, and consult our con- 


tituents what was to be done for their relief, and 
then return and do their will. 
| The gentleman from New York [Mr. Waicut] 
| considered the first resolution as judicial in its 


| character; that the Presidert was under trial; and į 


if it were so, he could not have had a more elo- 
$ 
|| been. Mr.C. denied having any personal feelings 
i to gratify against the President—his feelings were 
| exclusively public. : nde 

l tion was not judicial, either in its form or pur- 
i 
| 


for by gentlemen, if the marshal, or any civil of- 


| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
į 
| 
i cer of the Government was sent to summon him, 


t 

| 
_all the officers of Government held their offices at ; 
‘his will. The resolution was no way hostile to the | 
: President. Supposing it was admitted that there | 
! was an assumption of power over the Constitu- $! 


! tion and laws: could the Senate do nothing? 


: But it was said that the Senate could not act with- 
out acting on the quo animo. But the resolution 
| only affirmed that the act done, was not in accord- 
| ance with the sentiments of the Senate. What, 
Í then, he asked, had the President done? In his 
| first speech on this subject, he (Mr. Cray) had 


l said that it was not the act of the Secretary, but 


| resolutions of inhabitants of Beaver county, Penn- | 


The special order was then announced, being | 


| which had elapsed was long enough for a vessel | 


ure under consideration arising out of the acts of | 


Ñ | tions which followed the downfall of the first Bank | 
it was reasonable) that many southern houses kad | 


ful character in Virginia, there had been no demon- | 
It had been inti- į 


| effected; he would be willing to stay here till | 


He contended that the resolu- |! 


poses; that it was next to impossible to bring the | 
President to trial upon an impeachment, if that | 
were designed. * That upon the doctrine contended 


he could dismiss him, and put in another=he had | 
the military and naval power in hisown hands, and | 


Ite 
|| was the right and the duty of the Senate to express ‘; 
! an opinion, and the resolution was nothing more. |) 


of the President; and since then an honorable 
member from Tennessee; [Mr.G RunDY,] had said 
distinctly, that this was not the act of the Secre- 
tary, but emphatically the act of-the President, 
and whatever of praise or blame f 
was due to the President. alone. 
considered as highauthority, and entitled to great 
weight, coming from a gentleman who came from 
the same city as the President did. What the 
i resplution affirmed was, that by the proceeding of 

the President he had assumed a power not granted 
o him by the Constitution and laws; and he defied 
gentlemen to point cut an instance in the history 
of the Government, where a head of a department 
was required to perform a duty, and a President 
had interposed his authority. Mr. Gallatin, in 
the late report of the Union Committee, affirmed 
that this was the first instance of such an eccur- 
rence. A gentleman from Virginia, not now here, 
[Mr. Rives,} had said that this was an abstract 
proposition, but Mr. Clay contended it was not so. 
it was a strict affirmance of an opinion on the part 
of the Senate. And if both Houses should say— 
he did not care if it was by a majority of but one 
vote—that the reasons assigned by the Secretary 
were unsatisfactory and insufficient, it was his 
duty to restore them; his act was vacated, and ‘no 
form of joint resolution or bill was necessary to’ 
effect the restoration. The subject could not be 
| brought within the power of the veto. . It-was his 
|| duty.to restore them, and he ought to perform it. 
| Whether he would perform it or not, Mr. GC: could 
not say; but public sentiment would compel him 
to do it. 

Mr. C. then took up the argumeht urged, that 
all the executive power was vested in a Presi- 
dent of the United States, without limitation. He 
hac heard nolimit to it whatever; but, onthe con- 
trary, the assertion of a power which was greater 
than that possessed by any king in Europe. He 
| contended that the provision in the Constitution, 
that the ‘‘ executive power shall be vested,in a 
President of the United States,” was not an 
express grant of power, but a designation of the 
person in whom the executive power should be 
vested. He then referred to the constitutional 
provision for the judicial department: that ‘‘ the 
judicial Cepartment shall be vested in a Supreme 
Court of the United States, and such other courts 
as the Congress shall from time to time appoint.” 
This, he maintained, was the recipient of the 
power, not the grant of the power. The Constitu- 
tion proceeded in another part of it, to wit, the sec- 
ond section of the second article, to designated the 
powers granted to the President, beyond which he 
could not go, and that the argument that the Pres- 
ident was invested with all the powers he had 
assumed by the provision that he should see“‘that 
the laws were faithfully executed.” was without 
foundation; that this provision never was designed 
to give him the power of requiring public officers 
to perform their duties according to his will and 
pleasure; that the executive power was in its very 
nature fundamental; that where the Constitution 
gave him power, Congress could not impair it or 
take it away; but where Congress gave, Congress 
could shape or alter itas they thought proper. 
He denied that the President was invested: with 
i the power to control, as incident to the’ power of 
appointment. That the chief object in the estab- 
hshment of the Government under the present 
Constitution, was to pay the debts of the United 
States: hence the provision for that purpose in the 
sixth article. With this object in view, the com- 
missioners of the sinking fund were appointed, of 
= whom the Vice President is one, and the Chief 
: Justice of the United States was another, neither 
: of whom were removable by the President. © That 
although the heads of the State, War, and Navy 
Departments were emphatically the mouth-piecea 
of the President, yet the Treasury was one over ~ 
which the control of Congress was complete, and 
therefore the President had no right to interpose 
his authority over the head of that Department. 

Mr. C. then adverted to the position maintained 
', by some gentlemen, that all the officers of Govern- 

; ment held their places at the pleasure of the Presi- 
i dent. He had never until now heard it contended 
that the President had a right to superintend and 
direct the action of an officer under his own. will. 
|| He had, to be sure, a general controlling power to 
t see the officer at his post in the proper discharge 


|| 
H 
i 


| 


This, Mr. °C. 


f 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 


i 
f 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
i 


if 


i; 


was due for ity; 


der it to the extent contended. for here. 


of his. daty. Bat he was toleave him there, to act 
- upon his own responsibility. He had never heard 
such an interpretation of the President’s power till 
in these more modern times. A similar peovision, || 
* that the Governor shall ‘see that. the laws are || 
“faithfully executed,” was to be found in the con- 1 
< stitutions of several of the States; but it never was || 
! pretended that the Governors possessed power un- |; 
The last |; 
-foundation relied on by the advocates of this power 
-was the responsibility of the President. What || 
: was responsibility? What was the responsibility |; 
of a President whose ambition. was not satisfied? į 
Where was the responsibility of a President who `! 
assumed all power—who wished to ascend the į 
throne? Suppose thatcase. In 1789 the argument | 
was used, that a removat from office by the Presi- 


i of each speaker upon them. 


of Ways aud Means, who reported one hundred 
and forty pages more to prove he reasoned well; 
and thus, upon all these pages presented to them, 
th debate had been opened, no issue defined, but 
every subject had been introduced at the pleasure 
The first question 
presented was naturally one upon which they 
could have met the sufficiency or insufficiency of 
the reasons. 


and Means inform them? ‘That there was a new 
question presented: He said it was bank, or no 
bank. This the South declaring against, was then 


surrendered; and then they were told by the mem- jj 


But as these reasons, when exposed . 
to the light of truth and reason, all evaporated, j 
i what did the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


now a hearer view. 
versy involved four propositions, all important in 
their nature. The first was, shall the regulation 
of the currency be vested in the General or State 
Governments? Second, shall the fiscal affairs of 
the nation be administered through the agency of 
the National or through the State banks? The 
third, shall the deposites of the public money be 
used for the benefit of a chosen body, in prefer- 
ence to that of the whole nation? And fourth, is 
the control of the currency to belong*to the Ex- 
ecutive or to the Legislature? š 

The President having proposed to use the State 


| banks, a question wasinvolved, whether the power 


of the House over the public money was to be 
surrendered? Itthen became necessary, before the 


ber from Tennessee it became a question of na- | 


power was surrendered, to inquire into their con- 
tional honor. But the member from Alabama, not 


dition, that it might be ascertained whether they 


dent, on account of political. opinions, rendered 
him liable to impeachment. Impeachment? Such 


a thing as impeachment, Mr. ©. considered as 
almost impracticable. +‘ | take the responsibility,” 
wag,.in his view,an unmeaning sound. Was there 
really any responsibility?) No. Was the Presi- 
dent responsible for the eqnduct of the receiver of 
public moneys in New Orleans? Or even of the 
collector, almost under his eye, at Alexandria? 
No, he was not responsible. Suppose Mr. Duane 
had, or had not, removed the deposites, could the 
President have been impeached for it? Not atall, || 
Te was only responsible for his own act. In truth, 
it removed, it destroyed responsibility. A Secre- 
tary of the Treasury was called on to remove the 
deposites against hisjudgment-—did it not annihilate || 
his responsibility ? Could he be put in a position 
. to be liable to removal, if he did not obey the || 
command, and liable to impeachment if he did obey j| 
it? Itwasimpossible. What became of the oath || 
of the officer, if this doctrine were true? . He was |; 
sworn to perform the duties of his office according | 
to his best judgment; and yet this doctrine spread |} 
the power of the President overthe whole country | 
‘and, gave him ‘a control over every officer in it. | 

“Mr. C. then proceeded at length to answer the |! 
argument that the President was bound only to 
execute the laws according to his understanding 
of them, and contended that if this were true the 
‘Executive was the supreme department of the Gov- 
ernment, and no others could move without him. 
He also.contended that the President was bound to 
execute the laws in force; and if he assented toa 
law by approving it, he was bound by it. If he 
yefused to sanction it, and exercised the veto, and 
it was afterwards passed by two-thirds, he could 


not refuse, but was equally bound to execute it. ji 


i marble palace. 


‘Mr. C. here gave way to a motion to adjourn, 
which prevailed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, March 27, 1834. 


The House proceeded with the resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Marnis: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
ey: of reporting. bill requiring the Secretary of | 
the Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts | 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. ! 
Mr, CHILTON ALLAN, who had the floor 
from the previous day, rose and said, that the oc- 
eurrences which had taken place, made it difficult 
to state precisely whether the power of legislation | 
still rested in the Congress, as given by the Con- |; 
stitution, or not. Every day the scenes were || 
shifting. But yesterday, the people were told that 
Congress were possessed of virtue and intelli- 
gence, whilstto-day they were in terms denounced 
- as being so corrupt, that it was impossible for them 
to legislate as they ought to do for the welfare of | 
the people. He called on.the House to say, | 
whether this was not the state in which the coun- 
try was placed. But yesterday, the whole coun- 
try, the workshops, and all the pursuits of basi- 
ness, teemed with the hum of industry. To-day, 
that hum was silent. Yesterday commerce and 
agricultural labor were sureof their reward, To- | 
day it was. withering, its hopes were blasted, and | 
in this new and extraordinary condition of affairs, 
Congress was brought into a debate upon reasons— 


| decide 


: satisfied with this, said it was a question of liberty; 


anon, it was distress caused by the tyrant in his 
But when it was rendered appa- 
rent that the bank, so far from curtailing, had not 
done so, nor to the extent which they were justi- 
fied in doing, for the amount of deposites with- 
drawn from them, then what did they hear? Why, 
it was, “ Mischief, do thy worst!’ “ Break; you 
ought to break!” Here, then, was a true picture 
of the question, and the remedy for the state the 


| country was in. 


He did not propose discussing minutely the 


reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury for his | 


conduct, because the competent power—the last 
Congress—had already decided upon the facts he 
adduced. The very charges now brought against 


the bank had been previously brought against it, ; 
with some unimportant additions; and the result | 
| of the inquiry into ‘them by Congress, was the 
| solemn decision of Congress that the charges were 
untrue, and, therefore, that the bank ought to; 


be rechartered. In Kentucky—he did not know 
what was the practice in other places—one fair trial 
was sufficient; that, he contended, the bank had, 
and with a verdict of acquittal in its favor. The 
question of removing the deposites had also been 


discussed, which, with the consideration that the | 


friends of the Administration had abandoned the 
reasons, or any reason, to sustain the rémoval, 
made it unnecessary for him to take them up. 
He had, however, yet to learn that any person 
was to be found who had advised, or would ad- 
vise, the removal. . The question had been vir- 
tually waived. 

The report was sent to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that they might present their views 
on the reasons justifying the act. But they did 


not make such a reporta part of their proceedings. 


Ee supposed they did not choose to risk doing 
that. Why? To avoid having any vote of Con- 
gress upon that very question. In this controversy 
he felt there was some credit due to the President 
for not having considered this a party question, 
and he could kave wished, as his measures were 


| opposed by Mr. Livingston, Mr. McLane, Mr. 


Cass, and others, whom he was not displeased 


with for so doing, that he had extended the same | 
forbearance to Mr. Duane, for his opposition. The | 


opinions of these Jackson men showed this was 
not a pariy question, but one that ought to be 

upon its merits, and he was rejoiced at 
this, representing, as it was his good fortune to 
do, a district where, although it was the rule of 


conduct they adopted, that their representative | 
was bound to follow the wishes of the majority, | 


which was against the measures of the Executive, 
yet he wished to do so always with some defer- 
ence to the views of the minority of his constitu- 
nts. - 
Adverting to the state of the information which 


much mystification about it; and whilst various 


causes were assigned for it, it was matter of aston- | 
ishment to him, that to meet them all, one wonder- | 
working argument was deemed equally applicable | 


to all subjects, to all objections; this was to be 
deemed triumphant through all the stages of the 


quéstion; and that answer was found—in the bat- | 


tle of New Orleans. 

Having made these preliminary observations 
upon the manner in which the argumént was con- 
ducted, and upon the causes which produced the 


he people had as to the cause of the present dis- | 
tress, he could not help thinking that there was | 


were capable of performing all that was required 


! of them; and to supply the country with a sonnd 
pry y 


currency. Hie procecded to do so, and referring 
to their number being four hundred and fifty 
throughout the United States, having a paper cir- 
culation of one hundred millions of dollars, based 
on a supply of only twelve millions of specie in 
their vaults, he inferred that they would not have 
it in their power to maintain, as the Bank of the 
United States had done, a sound and general cir- 
culation throughout the Union; and he desired to 
have the name of any one statesman who could be 
said to have advocated the State banks in prefer- 


; ence to the United States Bank for such purposes? 


Such was not to be given. On the contrary, Mr. 
Jefferson, he proved, by referring to the fourth 
volume of his correspondence with Mr. Eppes, 
denounced such institutions and their paper as 
trash; and Mr. Madison acknowledged that at the 
formation of the Constitution the mischief of a 
State bank currency was not foreseen. But they 
were to have a metallic currency, while he would 
be bound to say, that the very party engaged in 
crying it up were actively getting up State banks 
in many places. He instanced Indiana and other 
States, and then he argued to prove that after an 
experience of forty years, such banks were proved 
to be inadequate to do thatagency which had been 
beneficially done by the Bank of the United States. 
He reverted to and denied the statement that the 
question of chartering the United States Bank was 
made a question to the people at the last election; 
when he was obliged to conclude his remarks, the 


| hour allotted for morning business having expired. 


The SPEAKER presented a report from the 
directors of the Mint, in relation to the assay of 
gold and silver. Laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. ; 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


At one o’clock, the House resumed the consid- 
eration of the resolutions reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, together with the 
amendment offered by Mr, Wirog, declaring that 
the reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
removing the public deposites are unsatisfactory 
and insufficient. : . : 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said, that the nature of the 
power exercised by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the reasons which he has given for its exer- 
cise, had already been fully discussed here. The 
letter of the Secretary was finally referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and from that en- 
lightened committee we had received a report going 
over the same grounds. Fle was surprised that the 
committee had not seen fit to imbody in the reso- 
lutions concluding their report, a resolution expres- 


| sive of the sense of the House as to the conduct of 


the Secretary. All the resolutions reported were 
prospective in their character. The question which 
was urged upon the consideration of the House 
and the country, had Jed to the impeachment of 


: the conduct of men high in power. But, instead 


of giving an opinion upon that subject, the com- 
mittee propose, first, that the Bank of the United 
States ought not to be rechartered, This was an 


‘abstract proposition, upon which he did not feel 


called apon to decide. Ii was possible, that, in the 
course of two years, more light might be thrown 
upon that subject, which might influence our ulti- 
mate decision. The committee also propose the 
appointment of a special committee, to investigate 
the causes of the public distress, and the conduct 


"~E 
t334. 
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of the bank. To this he had no objection. He 
was willing that the conduct of the bank should be 
thoroughly probed. Not to dwell on this subject, 
he would only mention a few considerations which 
should induce the louse to vote for the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Wiips.] 
Our relations to the Bank of the United States, a 
proper respect to the Executive, to the excitement 


prevalent in the country, and to curseives, all i 


required us to place on our records our opinion 
whether the President of the United States has or 
has not exercised a power over the bank and the 
currency which this Elouse is called upon to sustain. 
Weare constituted by the bank charter as the court 
of ultimate appeal and decision in this case. Will 
not the majority of the House say whether the 
Secretary of the Treasury had good reasons or not 
for removing the deposites? tle would not sup- 
pose that the House was afraid to meet the issue. 

The Executive, Mr. E. contended, had drawn 
to himself a portion of the legislative power of the 
Government. This was the main view which he 


did not think it necessary to call in question the 
motives of the President. The removal of eight 
or nine millions of dollars was a matter, in itself, 
of small consideration. 


and created twenty other fiscal agents. 


of the United States, and substitute for it the State 
banks—to fill up the vacuum created by the with- 


drawal of the United States Bank paper with the | 


currency of the State banks. The manner in | 
which this was done was bold and daring; and 


But the President had i 
destroyed the legal fiscal agent of the Government, | 

He had |: 
entered upon an experiment to put down the Bank | 


there was, he believed, some charm in a bold 
and daring deed, which silenced the dictates of the | 
judgment, and even of conscience. The unnatural | 


‘war waged upon the bank appeared to him to 4 


spring from love’of conquest, victory, and spoil. | 
Mr. E. went on to argue that the experiment was | 


uncalled-for, hazardous to the puble interests, and n 
He referred to the act of May, 1820, pro- || 


illegal, 


: from the cyrrency of the United States Bank. Had 


| fostered by the bank. This wasa young and en- 


| of the distress, and asked whether there was any 
hopeofrelief. FIe would declare that he saw none. | 
; Ae spoke from personal observation. 
; consideration of this question, he had visited his | 


‘ents had extensive connexions with the South and 
: West, but their trade was almost entirely cut off. 
| Nothing was made to send abroad, because the 
should present; and, in sustaining that view, he |: 
; swallow up all the profits on business. 
large manufacturing establishments had dismissed || 


hibiting the Secretaries from making any contract |: 


but by law. This act, he thought, rendered the 


contracts made by the Secretary of the Treasury | 
with the State banks illegal. The gentleman from | 


Indiana [Mr. Lane] not long ago exclaimed, in 
the language of exultation, that the Treasury was 
found, 
Treasury was? Where, he repeated, is the Treas- | 
ury? Does not the President hold in his hands 
all the money of the Government? Does he not 
claim authority to move the whole public treasure | 
from one bank to another? What guards, what ! 
laws, secure the Treasury? The Treasury was not 

kept in any known place, under the safeguard of | 
any known laws. Mr. E. declared that he would | 
not give much for all the deposites in the State 


banks, should this House adjourn, leaving things |: 


as they are. He referred to some documents | 


which, he said, would show that some of the || 
deposite banks had more public money than the |; 
The Bank of |) 


whole amount of their capital. — 
Natchez had at one time a million of dollars. 


Would any gentleman tell him where the | 


Would any one say that that money was safe? 


The Secretary of the Treasury trembled when he 


| 


| 
| 


sat down to pen the order to the bank at Natchez || 


to be prepared to pay the money on a certain day. 


My word for it, (said he,) it will be a long day : 


before that money is paid. 


i 


So with the Girard || 


bank, which had lent out a million and a half of i: 


public money. In reply to the congratulations of 


the gentleman from Indiana, upon the recovery }! | s 
: derogation ofboth. 


of the Treasury, he would say boldly, that there 
was no Treasury at our disposal. Mr. E. also 


referred to the special message of the Governor of | 
New York to the Legislature of that State, recom- | 
mending measures for the relief of the banks and |! 
He could | 
not doubt that the Governor believed all the banks | 


the business community of that State. 


in that State to be in jeopardy. 
The idea of introducing a metallic currency was, 
-he insisted, wholly absurd. 
the revenue, nor carry on any commercial oper- 


Wecculd not collect | 


ations if the experiment should be attempted. But 
the States were going to extend the paper system. 
They show no disposition to return to a hard- 
money currency. They are increasing their paper 
currency. to meet the withdrawal of the United 
States paper, and wé have no control over their 
operations. He called upon gentlemen to tell him 


i cluded, and 


what great interest uf the country had suffered 


commerce, agriculture, or manufacture suffered 
from it? On the contrary, those interests had been 


terprising country, and required credit as a substi- 
tute for capital. In England it was estimated that 
one dollar in specie afforded to the community a 
currency of three dollars. The same facilities 
were still more requisite for us. : 

Mr. E. went into a view of theextent and causes 


During the 


constituents, and he knew that the distress was 


His constitu- 


i great and pervading. The storm was but now |! 
| beginning which was to pour destruction upon the 
| business interests of this country. 


difference of exchange was sufficiently great to 
Many 


halfof their hands, and some had stopped entirely. 
No relief was expected from any source, except 
the ebandonment of the experiment attempted by 
the Government. 

After speaking two hours, Mr. Erusworrncon- 


. The floor was obtained bz Mr. CHOATE, who 
moved an adjournment. | 
Mr. McKXIM demanded the yeas and nays on | 


the motion, and they were ordered. | 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, it | 


was decided in the afirmative—yeas 85, nays 69. i 


The Senate then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 28, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by | 
Mr. Denzxson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
inhabitants of the city of Albany, New York, 
asking the restoration of the deposites to the bank 
of the United States, and praying the recharter of 
the bank. 

Mr. WEBSTER accompanied the memorial by 
a speech at some length; and, on concluding, 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and expressed a desire to 
make some observations in reply, but that he did 
not wish to interrupt the discussion which wag 
going on, unless the gentleman from Kentucky 
would yield his right to the floor upon the special 
order, 

Mr, CLAY said it was his wish to conclude the 
debate which had been so long continued, and in 
order to give the gentleman from New York an 
Opportunity of making the remarks he proposed, 
he moved to lay the memorial on the table; which |! 
was agreed to. 


REMOV-AL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. CLAY then resumed his speech begun yes- 
terday; and on concluding he offered the following 
modification of bis second resolution, and asked 
the yeas and nays on both: 

Resolved, That the President, in the late execu- | 
tive proceeding in relation to the public revenue, ; 
has assumed upon himself authority and power 
not conferred by the Constitution and laws, but in 


Mr. MOORE then rose, and briefly explained | 
the reasons why he should vote against both the | 
resolu:ions, and was followed by i 

Mr. McK EAN, who said he thoughtithis duty į 
to give,in one word, his reasons for the same vote. | 
He considered the resolutions as purely censorious |, 


in their character, and the adoption of them would |: 
be no remedy whatever for the prevailing distress ; 
of the country. But he thought it right to say, 
that the vote he would give was not to be consid- 
ered decisive evidence of what his course might 
be when decisive measures of relief should be pro- | 
posed. ; 
‘The question being upon the adoption of the | 
resolation reported by the Committee on Finance, 


‘Treasury for the removal of the publie deposite, 


i 
[i 
i 
‘ | 
that ‘ the reasons assigned by the Secretary ofthe. | 


| Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, 


| enable him to offer it, 


‘| Tuomas Truer Bourpi, deceased. 


‘from the Bank of the United States. are insuti- 
‘cient and unsatisfactory,” it was decided in the 
affirmative, as follows, to wit: : ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun; Clay, 
Clayton Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, 


! King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, Nau» 


dain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
bins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague; Swift, 
Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, and W ebster—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
McKean, Moore, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, 
Toilmadge; Tipton, White, Wilkins, and Wright 

The question being on Mr. CLay’s second reso- 
lution, as modified, was also decided in the affirm- 
ative, as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, 
Porter, 
South- 
Wagga- 


Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smitb, 
ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
man, and Webster—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Moore, 
Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, Wilkins, and Wright~20. : 

Mr. WAGGAMAN moved that when th 
ate adjourns, it adjourn until Monday. : 

On a division, the motion was Jost—yeas: 21, 
nays 22. 

On motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


e Sen- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 28, 1834. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before this House copies of the 
charters of all the banks selected by him, as de- 
positories of the public moneys in the place of the 


| Bank of the United States and its branches—to~ 


gether with the names of the presidents, directors, 
and stockholders, in the said selected banks, with 
the amount of stuck in said banks held by each 


| stockholder, and the amount of debt due by each 


president, cashier, and director, of each of the 
banks, to the said banks, at the time when it was 
selected as a depository, and at this time. f 


Mr. POLK said, as the information was already 
before the House, he must objéct. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted that it was not, and he 
moved the suspension of the rule of the House to 


Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeasand nays. 

Mr. POLK then said, that he would withdraw 
his objection. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. EWING rose for the purpose of submitting 
an amendment, calling for further information, 
which he said he desired to have. As there wag 
such a cry made about lawyers amd the solicitors, 
employed on behalf of the bank, he desired to 
know ifany were employed in behalf of the State 
institutions, 

Mr. WAYNE remarked, that as by the rule, 
the resolution must stand over one day, an amend- 
ment was not in order. He desired, as the infor- 
mation called for was ofa comprehensive character, 
that it should lie over and be printed, that the 
House could be prepared to judge of the propriety 
of acceding to it or not. 

Aftera few remarks from Mr. SPEIGHT, 

The SPEAKER explained the rule; after which 
Mr, ADAMS assented to the consideration of the 
resolution being postponed, upon the understand- 
ing that it should be taken up to-morrow. The 


i; amendment of Mr. Ewrne to insert, “and the 


names of the lawyers and solicitors’? he accepted 
as a modification. 

The Hon. James W. Bovrpry appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat as a Representative 
from Virgmia—elected in the place of the Hon. 

On motion of Mr. McKINLEY, the House 
agreed to meet, henceforth, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

Mr, LYON, of Michigan, obtained leave to offer 
the following: Fann 


x 
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a Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of Warbe requested 
to: transmit. to. this House a copy of the map 
and report furnished the department by Lieuten- 
ant Allen who accompanied H. R. Schoolcraft, 
Esq.,to and beyond the sourees of the Mississippi 
river, on a visit to.the Northwestern Indians in 
1832. ; 

Agreed to. 
-Mr. PATTERSON obtained leave to submit 

: the following: 

Resolved, ‘Chat the Committee on Indian Affairs 

‘be instructed to. inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the purpose of pur- 
chasing the Wyandot Indian reservations in the 
State of Ohio, and removing the Wyandot tribe 
of Indians West of the Mississippi. 

Agreed to. ` 


Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Nourse. 

Read twice and committed. 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, asked to be discharged from the considera- | 
tion of the petition of certain sugar refiners of Bos- 
ton, praying a reduction of duties on sugar, 

Agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, reported a bill supplementary to the acts in 
relation to insolvent debtors of the United States. | 
Read twice and committed. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported a bill for the 
reliefof Joseph Harbaugh and others. Read twice 
and committed. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee ' 
on Public Lands, reported a bill to direct the sale 
of certain lands in Illinois. Read twice and com- 
mitted. - 

Mr, WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, proposed that 
the House should, hereatter, devote a part of the 
morning to the offering of resolutions. He gave 
notice that he should, to-morrow, ask leave to sub- 
mit a motion to call the States for resolutions. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Mar- 
DIS: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and | 
Means be instructed to inquire'into theexpediency | 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to | 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts | 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the | 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. 


Mr.CHILTON ALLAN resumed his remarks. | 
He contended that the people had not decided the } 
“question of the recharter of the bank by their vote ! 
in favor of the election of General Jackson. This | 
question was not (he said) distinctly submitted to | 


the people at the election.in a single county or dis- || 


trictof the country; and, on the contrary, it was | 
generally supposed that General Jackson thought : 
anationai bank@not only expedient, but constitu- | 
tional. The people, he insisted, were in favor of 
ia national bank. Even at the South, where the | 
bank was opposed on constitutional grounds, its | 
general expediency was not questioned. Scarcely 
a single southern member had spoken on thesub- 
iect,: since the discussion commenced. here, who 
opposed the bank on grounds of expediency. Mr. 
A. here asked the reading of Mr. Madison’s opin- | 
ion on the constitutionality of the bank. Among | 
his constituents, the authority of that statesman 
was greater than that of any man living, and he 
wished to lay his opinions on this question before 
them. The paper having been read, Mr. A. said | 
this was the first country in the world which had | 
tried the experiment of a written constitution; but‘ 
a written. constitution would avail us not 


should, in succession, overthrow and change the H 
settled construction of the Constitution. 

ded to the rumor of new State banks, some of 
which were to have branches in other States.. Any 
State (he said) which should consent to receive a | 
‘branch bank from another State, ought to be blot- 
ted out from existence. His constituents cared 
nothing about the bank; They only wished a 


f 
i 


sound currency, such as the Bank of the United |! 


rency. 
| to the people for the expenses of the Government, 


| safely afford the same facilities to the 


hing, if || 
each party which obtained the majority power |! 


Healla- || 


f 
ti 


good.money for their produce. The question, he 
argued, was one between money and paper rags— 
between the industrious classes and the drones. 


by the expiration of the hour, and the House pro- 
ceeded to the special order of the day.] 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, together with the amendment offered 
by Mr. WILDE. 


tance, to address the House on a question which 
had been so long discussed. The ilouse would, 
occupy its attention for any length of time. He 
the majority had not looked at this question. He 


should ask them whether, if he conceded to them 
some cf the main positions on which they stood, 


ji they could not, consistently with their own 


grounds, consent, by restoring the deposites, to 
give relief to an agitated, anxious, and suffering 
| community? On one side it had been urged that 
the President had gone beyond the legal and con- 
stitutional powers, and on the other, it had been 
argued that the President and Secretary of the 
Treasury had not exceeded their authority. Tle 
made haste, in the outset, to say that he should not 
touch upon these more excitingand elevated points. 
He had nothing tosay about the limits and extent 
of Executive power over the subject of the depos- 
ites and the currency. As to the bank itself, he 
should go throughout on the supposition that it 
would not be rechartered. He called on gentlemen 
to look upon the proposition to restore the depos- 
ites merely asa temporary measure for relief. The 
business of the country stood in need of all the aids 
which the public purse could afford. He went on 
the plain ground that the public stood in need of 
the public money. However resolutely determined 


the public purse, in any beneficial way at present, 


was no one here now who did not admit and 
lament the prevalence of great distress throughout 
the country. Was it not possible, then, without 
any material compromise of opinion, for the [louse 


in banks, not only for safety, but to aid the cur- 
In this way some compensation was made 


Taxes, it had been justly remarked, never a bless- 
ing, had been in this way rendered less intolerable. 
The United States Bank thinks that 


without, as with the deposites; and, for 
reasons, the State banks and private capitalists are 
led to follow the example of the United States 
Bank in curtailing their business. He would not 
stop to explain the modus operandi, but he stood 
upon the broad, practical fact, that capital to a 
vast amount was rendered inactive. There is ag 
much blood as ever in the system, but it ig con- 
gealed at the heart. Not only the amount of the 
deposites was rendered unavailable, but the 
mass of capital in the country was hoarded or pat 
to usury. The removal of thedeposites had un- 
expectedly produced this state of things. He 
knew that while we all agreed as to the existence 


r 


great į 


States had uniformly given them. They wanted | 


[Here Mr. A. was interrupted in his remarks || 


. Mr. CHOATE rose, he said, with great reluc- | 


no doubt, be glad to hear that he did not intend to | 


thought that there was a point of view in which |! 


we might be not to recharter the bank, it so hap- | 
pened that the public could not have the use of | 


but through the Bank of the United States. There ij 
i 


to concur in the restoration of the deposites, asa | 
' measure of relief from the great, unforeseen, and | 
| unintended calamity which had followed their 
removal? We had, he thought, obscured, varied, 
and endangered the most important question before 


it cannot |) 

rj 
country, || 
many |i 


li was convi 


i| act with some caution. 


of the embarrassments in business, we disagreed 
as to the causes which led to them. Some main- 
tain that. but for the conduct of the United Siates 
Bank, the public depesites would have continued 
to afford the same fachities as formerly. But 
what hinders Congress trom giving back the fundg 
which have been withdraw? It was said, that 
the State banks would ultimately afford relief. 
The practical question was, in what way could be 
; Soanest and most safely afforded the necessary re- 
j Hef? The effect of the restoration of the denosites 
|| would be immediate and great. It would enable 
the bank to make its will; to appoint its executors; 
to distribute its assets; to indulge its debtors; and 
to die somethirg like a Christian. The pecple, 
too, would be enabled to, prepare for the change. 
The transition would be less sudden, violent, and 
| agitating to the community. The consequences 


i 
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: of the experiment so far cannot be remedied. But 
because we cannot do everything, we should not 
refuse to do anything. Now, he would ask, does 
any body see any prospect of early relief in any 
other way ? ; 

Mr. C. argued at some length to prove that it 
| was the duty of the Government to restore the de- 
i! posites to the bank, for the purpose of enabling it 
|, to wind up, as ic was admitted there was a neces- 


sity to do, gradually, and not by a sudden contrac- 
tion of their affairs; cause to increase distress. Ele 
held that the establishment of friendly relations 
between the Government and the bank would be 
instantly productive of restoring friendly relations 
between the banks; and thus the bank would, ifa 
recharter was decided against, wind up with the 
least possible irjury to the community. In this 
i way only did he think they could doso. The di- 
rectors of the bank would find it their interest, not 
|! hoping a recharter as a consequence from the res- 
i, toration, would, he was convinced, be influenced- 
by the views common to all otherdirectors of bank- 
ing institutions similarly circumstanced. The whole 
capital of the country, now under a sortofembargo, 
would be at once let out, and the currency placed 
in a condition by which alone the country could 
expect to be prosperous. He knew the bauk had 
been called at some public meetings an ‘evil spirits’? 
but if it was a spirit of evil, was it safe to torment 
it as it had been, with this illegal violation of their 
i| chartered rights? the whole policy of the Execu- 
| tive having been directed to put down the institu- 
tion, Whilst he would not object to the exercise 
of the constitutional right of the veto, he could 
| not but regret, that, not content with this, the 
|| President bad, to make assurance doubiy sure, 
i| gone on by this act of removal to forestall the action 
i| which it was the right only of Congress to make, 
i From this, he contended, all the evils and all the 
i| distress and embarrassment the country ut present 
|! labored under was to be attributed. He would 
| 
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¡| contrast this high-handed policy with that pursued 

| by Mr. Gallatin, whom he described to have 
i! effected the object of winding up the affairs of the 
| old Bank of the United States almost without the 
i loss of a single private fortune. 

Having shown the necessity that existed’for a 
estoration of the deposites, he desired to proceed 
to the consideration of the new project submitted 
to them—a return to a metallic currency; and he 
must contend that it was, in the present state of 
things, nearly impracticable. Fie held that a paper 
currency, based on a metallic currency, had been 
| productive of more vivifying influence than any 
other that had been ever introduced. 

Having gone through the charges brought against 
' the bank, he could not agree that the reasons of 
the Secretary were sufficient to justify him in re- 
moving the deposites. The only charge which 
seemed to him to be necessary to dwell upon, was 
the charge that the bank was roducing the dis- 
| tress for the purpose of forcing a recharter. But 
| whilst he agreed that those who entertained such 
| feelings were justified in using the strong lan- 
| guage they did, he could not act upon this, 
i without having certain and sure knowledge that - 
i they had -created it for this purpose. Until he 
need of this, he could not but-entertain 
the opinion, that the attitude which the Govern- 
| ment assumed, made it necessary for the bank to 
The question, then, would 
be, had the bank curtailed to such a degree as 
| was unnecessary? This alone would entitle 
gentlemen to oppose it on the grounds they 
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had done. 
ions held as to the mode in which the operations |; 
of banks should be conducted, as affording some | 
evidence to show that they were not justified in} 
attributing that conduct to a spirit of evil, which | 
for ought they knew, might be the wisest measures | 
of caution, and which certainly, therefore, should 
not justify Congress in withholuing their assent to 
a measure which would at once relieve the commu- 
nity. The conduct of all banks, he contended, 
should be left to themselves. Under all the cir- 
cumstances, he came to the conclusion, that if he 
were a political adhererit of the President, (which 
he was not,) that although it was evident he de- 
sired to talre all the responsibility of these meas- 
ures, yet, as he could not have foreseen their con- 
sequences, he should advise him not to keep on, 
inflexibly, toa course which was bringing destruc- 
tion on the community, and by means which were 
inroads on the Constitution. He considered the 
removal of one officer, for not complying with his 
wishes, the act of removal, and the placing of the 
public money, as it had been, in State banks, as of 
this character. The public money had been treated 
as if it was private; and he referred to the alter- 
ation made in the resolutions by Mr. Marois, as 
confirming these views. He didenot go so far as 
to say this was the union of the purse and the | 
sword in the hands of the Executive, in the sénse | 
it was first used, but he would say, that it was a! 
vast transfer of power to the Executive, and as |! 
such, it was in opposition to the spirit of the Con- 
stitution. The whole plan of State banks to trans- 
act their fiscal affairs, or legislating to place the 
deposites in them, must have the most pernicious | 
effect, by increasing, in an unduedegree, the power | 
and prerogative of one branch, and which entitled |; 
him to say Congress would have much boldness | 
for conniving at. In thelong run, much disposed | 
as the people were to honor the public magistracy, | 
they would rally under the flag raised here in con- į 
flict to assumptions of power. They inherited ; 
this spirit from their ancestors. It was this that | 
‘they practiced at the Revolution. Everywhere the 
people were disposed to take from, not add to, the 
power of Government. The people would not be | 
contented with the restoration of the deposites, | 
they would call for the supremacy of their branch | 
in the Government. He would then entreat all 
the friends of liberty, of law, to lend their aid in | 
supporting the restoration, and putting an end to 
the evils which are at present afilicting the coun- į 
try. i 

Mr. DICKERSON rose and said: 

Mr. Spreaxer: | have listened with much pleas- 
ure to the remarks of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Cnoarr] who last addressed the | 
House. His views were new and interesting, and | 

. delivered in a tone and spirit becoming the repre- || 
sentative of a free people. i 

But, sir, | was not prepared to hear the posi- : 
tions taken by the honorable gentleman, nor can | 
I yield to thecorrectness of his views, although so | 
eloquently expressed. J had thought that the idea 
of restoring the denosités as a meansof relief from || 
present distress had not been seriously entertained, | 
except with a view to the recharter of the bank. i 
It appears to me that it is the worst of all expe- | 
dients, and its necessary consequence must be to | 
prolong the distress which now prevails, instead | 
of relieving it. Nor can I perceive of what pos- 
sible benefit the possession of the public deposites | 
could be to the bank if it is to cease its operations | 
in 1836. With that view, it is certainly now time | 

that they should in good faith commence curtailing | 
i 
| 
i 
i 
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i 
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their business. They now have on hand—and in | 
the process of drawing in their capital they must | 
necessarily have on hand at all times—surplus | 
funds lying useless in their vaults, and of conse- | 
quence the possession of the publie deposites, with 
their attendent duties and liabilities, would be — 
worse than useless to them. 

1 do not propose, sir, to attempt to answer the | 
arguments of the gentleman in detail upon this | 
point. But f would remark, that the foundation | 
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of his whole argument rests upon the idea, that if | 
the deposites are restored, the bank at the termi- | 
nation of its present charter will calmly cease to | 
exist, and (as he remarked) “die something like 
a Christian.” If I believed this, sir, I should, in- 
deed, think it worth while to inquire seriously into 
the expediency of restoring the deposites. 
tbis respect the gentieman begs the question. He 
asks more than will be conceded. { believe with 
him, that the bank will cease to exist at the termi- 
nation of its present charter, but it will die hard. 
lt will struggle as long as it can hope to perpetuate 
its existence, and [am not disposed to add to it 
any further power to protract its dying struggles. 
-L intended, sir, to give a silent vote upon the 
question now under discussion. But I consider 
it the privilege of the people to knew the senti- 
ments of their representatives upon all subjects 
involving their interests; and as I have been in- 
structed by my constituents upon this subject, a | 
silent vote might not be considered as expressive 
of my own sentiments, but only as a response to 
theirs. Under these circumstances, | must ask 
the indulgence of the Flouse whilst I briefly state | 
my views of the matter now under discussion. 
By the report of the Committee of Ways and 


f 
H 
Means the following propositions are submitted |; 
ji 
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for the consideration of Congress: 

lst. That the Bank of the United States should 
not be rechartered. 

2d. That the deposites should not be restored. | 

34. That the State banks should be continued ; 
as the places of ‘public deposite, and that they | 
should be regulated by law; and 

4th. That a committee should be appointed to | 
investigate the concerns of the bank, &e. | 

In place of these resolutions the gentleman from | 
Georgia [Mr. Wiztpr} bas proposed an amend- 
ment, declaring that the reasons assigned by the 
Secretary of the Treasury are insufficient, and 
the present discussion turns upon that proposed 
amendment. 


briefly my conclusions drawn from those argu- 
ments, and to show that the proposed amendment 
should not be adopted, | 

I understand that very little difference of opinion | 
exists as to the propriety of adopting the proposi- | 
tion contained in the last resolution of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. i 

The second and third of those resolutions appear | 
to me to depend very much upon the decision of; 


resolution, whether the Bank of the United States | 
shall be rechartered, I consider as the real and | 
imporiant question now under discussion before | 
Congress and the people. No matter how this | 
question may be connected with other considera- || 
tions—no matter how ingenuity may strive to con- | 
ceal it from public view—no matter how political | 
aspirants may use the occasion for their arabitious ; 
purposes—it must result in the important inquiry | 
whether it be consistent with the great interest | 
of this Republic that the United States Bank shall | 
be continued, Before I proceed to explain my || 
views upon this point, permit me, sir, to dispose : 
of some subjects which have been pressed into | 
this discussion, as I consider, improperly, and for i 


Butin | 


to observe, that if the President had been guilty 
of a corrupt, or arbitrary,or unconstitutional ex- 
ercise of power, in- removing his Secretary, or in 
appelnting another, or in recommending the re- 


‘has done, he is responsible to his country for his 
conduct. Let him be called to account, and put 
upon his defence. And permit me to say, that if 
he does not answer prompily, and defend himself 
triumphantly, it will be a new era in his history. 
But it has been said that he shields himself be- 
hind a majority in this House, and, therefore, that 
such an effort would be useless. The allegation 
| proves too much for those who use it, unless they 
can show, as they sometimes appear to believe, 
i that the minority should govern the majority. It 
is true, I have no doubt, that this House would 
shield him from oppression, but never from a fair 
and impartial investigation. 
| As to the claim of the bank to retain the public 
deposites until the termination of the eharter, it 
appears to me to be without foundation. The 
right of the Secretary of the Treasury to with- 
hold those deposites from the bank, is reserved in 
| the charter by express and unequivocal: words. 
The assignmentof his reasonsis an act necessarily 
subsequent to the act of removal, and conse- 
quently presupposes the existence of the right to 
remove, 

The object of the provision contained in the 16th 
section of their charter, requiring the Secretary to 
assign his reasons, was to enable Congress to judge 
whether the Secretary had consulted the public. 
interest in making the removal, and not to inquire 
how far the interests of the bank had been con- 
sulted. And if it had been the intention of Con- 
| gress to limit the discretion of the Secretary in this 
respect to the single question of the safety of the‘ 
deposites in the United States Bank, 1 cannot 
understand why they should require him to axsign 
his reasons, when but one reason could exist, and 
that reason ascertained by Jaw. For these, and 
many other reasons, which have been urged before 
this House, and which I do not intend to repeat, I 
conclude that the claim of the bank, by their char- 
ter, to retain the public deposites, is not well 
founded, and that it was the right and duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to remove those de- 
posites, whenever the exigencies of the country 
required their removal. 

But, sir, it has. been seriously urged that the 
deposites should be restored to the United States 
Bank, for the purpose of rebuking the President 
of the United States for hie arbitrary and corrupt 
exercise of power, in the removal of his Secretary. 
I am well aware, sir, that there may be many 
gentlemen, whose chief and favorite object it is to 
rebuke the President, rather than relieve the peo- 
ple. But I was not prepared to hear this reason 
for the restoration of the deposites publicly urged, 
and I cannot consider that its tendency has been 
well ¢onsidered. 

In this country, no man can be tried for the most 
trifling charge, without having an opportunity of 
being heard in his own defence. It is the great 
security of the people against oppression. And 
shall we, here, now undertake to try the Chief 
Magistrate of our country, upon a charge, which, 
if true, should hurl him from the high place which 
he now fills with so much honor to himself and his 
country, without giving him the privilege common 
to every American citizen—the privilege of being 


i moval of the public deposites, in the manner he 
i 


political effect. . it 

The question of the power and authority of the |; 
President of the United States to remove his Sec- | 
retary, in the manner he has done, I consider has | 
no necessary connexion with, and ought to have | 
no bearing upon, the decision of the question of | 
the renewal of the charter of the Bank of the Uni- || 
ted States, nor of the present disposition of the i 
public deposites. And as I am unwilling that the | 
real point in issue should be involved in any ex- | 
traneous matter, or obscured from view by any || 
other subjects not necessarily connected with it, I f 
shall not at present remark upon that point, except į; 


heard in his own defence? Sir, the very act would 
render us guilty in the highest degree, of the of- 
fence charged against him. If gentlemen wish to 
rebuke the President, let them meet him, as he 
has always met his opponents, in fair, open, and 
manly conflict, and not strive to rebuke him by 
indirect means, by the union of the influence: of 
nullifiers, bank men, and aspiring politicians. Let 
them resort to impeachment, or to the ballot-boxes, 
and not to a method heretofore unknown to our 
laws and Constitution. . 

It is true, sir, that the several questions growing 
out of this subject—which, for the reasons stated, 


> moment, and deserving of most serious considera- 


. several questions: are of sufficient importance to 
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I have not undertaken to discuss—are of great | 


tion, and will without doubt receive that considera- |! 
tion when properly presented to this House. And 
I certainly have no wish to screen the President 
of the United States from an investigation of any 
act-of his political life, nor do I wish that the con- 
duct of the-Secretary of the Treasury, nor of any 

other. officer of Government, should escape the 
“cgtrictest-scrutiny. -But L do protest against this 
“andisereet mode of trial, l contend that every 
measure should rest on its own merits; that the 


require separate discussion, and that the combina- 
tion of those important questions only leads to 
obscure the truth, and mislead the public mind, 

But; sir, it is said that the great and important 

< question now to be discussed and settled is, whether 
the reasons assigned by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for the removal of the deposites are sufficient; 
and to ascertain the opinion. of Congress upon 
this point, isthe ostensible object of the proposed 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
‘Wipe,].and also of the proposed amendment of 
the: gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. Burces,] 
and early in this session it was the ostensible ob- 
ject of the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
McDurrig,] in an amendment then proposed by 
him. 

With due deference for the opinions of other 
gentlemen on this floor, and notwithstanding the 
factitious importance which has been thrown about 
this view of the subject, I must be permitted to say 
that, in my opinion, the decision of that question 
would be unimportant, except for its political effect; 
and it would have no necessary influence upon the 
real question now under discussion, 

. "The Secretary of the Treasury is not upon his 
trial; it ig not a question between Congress and 
the Secretary; nor should it be a question between 
Congress and the bank. 
It isin fact a question between Congress and 
the people. We find the country and the public 
treasure in a certain condition, and we are bound 
‘to make such disposition of them as shall appear 
to us most conducive to the public welfare, and 
best calculated to promote their present and future 
: happiness and prosperity. 
have said that the decision of the question of 
the sufficiency of the reasons assigned by the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the 
deposites would: be unimportant, and that it would 
have no necessary bearing or influence upon the 
real question under discussion. 

In order to test the correctness of this assertion, 
let us suppose, for the sake of the argument, that | 
we shall determine those reasons to be insufficient: || 
what is the result? I beg gentemen to recollect || 
the real question—and Í ask again, what would 
be the effect of the decision? 

It might, indeed, show that we were of opinion | 
that the Secretary had acted without suficient 
reasons—or it might show that, in our opinion, he | 

-had acted corruptly orillegally. But it would not 
necessarily show either of those results. For it 
might show only that in our opinion. he had offered | 
insufficient ‘reasons for an act which was right | 
and proper in itself, and for which good and suffi- | 
cient reasons existed; and È presume it will not | 
be contended that the deposites should be.restored | 
to the United States Bank, merely because the | 
Secretary of the Treasury may not have assigned | 
sufficient reasons for their removal, when, in point į 
of fact, sufficient reasons did exist. | 

Bat the decision of thequestion against the suffi- 
ciency of the reasons assigned by the Secretary of | 


| case, here to inquire whether they have made that 


i own concerns, or, mala fide, to close the concerns || 


Certainly not, to my mind. For although his 
reasons may have been sufficient at that time; and 
although the situation of the country may then have 
demanded the immediate removal of the deposites 
from the United States Bank, yet circumstances 
may have rendered it expedient that those depos- 
ites should now be restored. By way of illustra- 
tion, I would remark, that if I were now convinced |: 
that the United States Bank would be rechartered 
in 1836, or at any prior period, I would, without 
hesitation, now vote for the restoration of the 
deposites, although I am entirely satisfied with the 
reasons for their removal. 

__ | make these remarks, Mr. Speaker, to show 
that, by expressing our opinion, and deciding | 
upon the sufficiency of the reasons of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for the removal of the depos- || 
ites, we really do not advance one step, and no |j 
important conclusion can fairly be drawn from the 
decision. 

Although it may not be considered strictly in 
order, upon the discussion of the proposed amend- 
ment, to inquire into the causes of, the distress 
which now prevails, yet as that subject has been 
made the topic of debate upon this occasion, I 
must ask the indulgence of the House for a few 
minutes to explain my views upon this point. 

It is certainly true that the Bank of the United 
States, during the period between the month of 
May, 1830, and the month of May, 1832, increased 
their loans more than twenty-seven millions of 
dollars. I will not inquire into the motives of the 
bank, in thus extending their business. But one 
of two conclusions must evidently flow from the 
fact: either that the bank, before that time, had į 
not issued as much paper as the country required 
for its healthful use, or upon that occasion, that | 
they issued more. The first of these conclusions 
cannot be adopted without charging the directors || 
of the bank with want of discernment to discover, 
or inclination to promote, the interests of their | 
stockholders, which will not be pretended. And | 
recent events have made most manifest the truth | 
of the latter conclusion, 

‘It is also true, that between the month of May, 
1832, and the meeting of this Congress in Decem- | 
ber last, the bank had reduced their loans about || 
sixteen millions of dollars, and since that time they 
have continued to reduce. 

It is not important, according to my view of the |! 

j 


reduction of their loans, bona fide, to close their i 


of other people. But it must be obvious to every 
mind, that the necessary consequence of such a | 
rapid expansion and contraction must be to pro- | 
duce a scarcity of money, and consequent distress 
in all branches of business. And what in fact has | 
been the situation of the country in the meantime? į 
Why, sir, during the time of the expansion, of 
course money was plenty, and all‘kinds of busi- 
ness prosperous and flourishing. But as soon as 
the contraction commenced, a reaction also com- | 
menced, and a pressure was soon felt in the money || 
market, which continued to increase regularly, but | 
not rapidly, until the meeting of Congress; since | 
which time it has marched with most rapid strides, 
and from pressure it soon became high-pressure. |/ 
A panic ensued, which brought distress and ruin 
in its train. i 

Such is a brief history of the rise and progress || 
of this pressure. : And now, sir, let us inquire 
more particularly into the cause of its extraordi- 
nary character. ; 

It is not pretended, by any one, that the mere 


the Treasury, would furnish us with no guide to | 
direct us ia the true course now to be pursued. It 
would Jay the basis of no legislative action. For 
surely it does not follow, as a necessary conse- ! 
quence, that because it may have been inexpedient | 


then to remove the deposites, that it must now be } 
expedient to restore them. The two propositions | 
are distinct, and depend upon. entirely different | 
reasons.: f ; 

But, Mr. Speaker, let us suppose, on the other || 
hand, that by the vote of this House we shall de- || 
cide that the reasons assigned by the Secretary are i 
sufficient, and that he was wholly justified by them ‘| 
in making the removal: what then? Would that ii 
decision furnish a true guide for our conduct, or | 


form the basis of any legislative action at this time? |! 


act of changing the place of deposite could have 
produced the result. Bat it is said that it is the 
great breach of national faith, and of chartered 
nghts, and violated laws and Constitution, occa- 
sioned by that act, which has destroyed all confi- | 
dence between man and man, and brought panic 
and distress among the people. 

If that has been the true cause, the effect—so far a 
as that effect could have been produced by want of 
confidence or panic—would have been felt at once 
in its greatest force. The people would not have 
waited sixty days for the meeting of Congress to | 
inform them that there had been a great breach of |! 
national faith, and of chartered rights, and that |! 
their Constitution and laws had been trampled | 
upon, and that it was time for them to be al 


Y armed. | 
But so far from that; sir, we find that during th 


i 
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not intend to discuss it. 


| interval between the removing of the deposites and 


the meeting of Congress, business was going on 
as usual; no loss of confidence, no panic, and under 
no other pressure In the money market than would 


| necessarily have resulted from the situation of the 


country if the deposites had not been removed. I 
say, therefore, that it is not true that the present 
distress in the community has been occasioned by 
the removalof the public deposites. The cause 
was not adequate to the effect. 

But, sir, that distress is occasioned by the strug- 
gle of the United States Bank fora recharter, com- 
bined with the struggle of aspiring politicians for 
power, acting upon the people by means of the 
inflammatory and panic-making speeches of hon- 
orable members of Congress—speeches which are 
multiplied by means of the public presses, and s¢at- 
teredgratuitously by hundredsofthousands,amidst 
a people who were placed in a situation easily 
to be alarmed and distressed by the improvident 
designing conduct of the bank itself. Here, sir, 
are causes enough for the effect--causes which 
would have existed in full force if the deposites 
had never beenremoved. And the only difference 
is, that they now charge the distress to the removal 
of the deposites; andif they had not been removed, 
they would have charged it, with the same effect 
to the veto. 

Mr. Speaker, in reflecting upon the present situ- 
ation of the country, l was forcibly struck with 
the remarks of the honorable gentleman from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Burees,] some days. ago, 
when addressing the House upon this subject. 


| He represented the Government bank directors as 


becoming drunk by looking at the immense masses 
of gold and silver in the vaults of the bank, The 
idea serves asan apt illustration of my views, and 
I shall therefore take the liberty of using the gen- 
tleman’s figure, and extending its application, by 
comparing the people of the United States to 
drunken men. Yes, sir, for six years past we 
have been too much excited, we have taken too 
much stimulous, too much wine for our substantial 
food. Some three years ago the Bank of the 
United States (whom I shall consider upon this 
occasion as the wine dealer) administered most 
copious draughts of the intoxicating liquor.” We. 
were told that it was good wine, and would pass 
current everywhere. We seized it with avidity, 
and drank it with delight. It gave us additional 
strength, vigor, and animation. Webecamedrunk - 
with prosperity. But, sir, it is with bodies poli- 
tic, in this respect, as with natural persons—an 
over eXcitement cannot continue for a long time. 


| A corresponding depression must ensue, and we 


are now in that condition. The wine merchant has 
ceased to supply our appetites with their wonted 
quantity, and left us feeble, and tremulous, and 
distressed. And shall we, sir, again return to the 
dangerous practice, and for the sake of a few 
bright and joyous years of excess and intoxicating 
prosperity, condemn ourselves to a premature old 
age, and drag outa miserable, decrepid, and gouty 
existence, dependent upon the wine dealer for our 
lazy comforts, and leave to our posterity, instead 
of the bright inheritance which we received from 
our ancestors, an inheritance encumbered fot 
more than it is worth? A moneyed aristocracy ? 
No, sir, we have yet sufficient physical power to 
redeem ourselves. Let us rise in our strength, 
and shake off the drowsy and sickly feeling, which 
is the result of excess, and by one spirited and 
manly exertion, restore ourselves to health, and 


; prosperity, and bappiness. 


I have said that the present question is a ques- 


tion of the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States. By this | mean, that it is not only the 
| qnesticn now technically before the House, but 


that it is the real question before the people—the 


; question which we are called upon most urgently 
_to decide. And let me say, sir, itis a question, 
li the decision of which will do more to restore con- 


fidence and relieve the present distress than the 
decision of any other question which can be pro- 
posed to Congress at this time. It is indeed a 
momentous question, upon which the greatest 
talents of the country have been exercised. Ido 
In making up my mind 
upon this subject, I have not found it necessary to 
resort to the much-vexed question of the constitu- 
tionality of the measure, nor to the arguments de- 
duced from the abuse of power in conducting the 
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present institution, Noram I disposed to detract 
frum its merits by denying its utility. Ido believe, 
and always have believed, that, in some respecis, 
and for certain purposes, it has exercised a bene- 
fisiul influence over this couniry. But, when it is 
admitted that *t has the power 


tey, and to bring dis 
part of the community; 
bank, either designedly or casuall 
which) has been the cause of the distress which 
now prevails; when l perceive, as I think Í do 
here, the interest of that institution placed para- 
mount to the interest of the people; when T reflect 
that the union of the inflagnce of that institution 
with the patronage of the executive bran 
Government would creste a power against which 
the people might strive and strive in vain; when I 
hear on this floor, and before the people, an issue 
made up, and now trying between that institution 
and this Government, the result of which trial is 


when I consider that this 


to determine the political character of the next | 


Administration; and when I hear the harsh and 


discordant sounds of revolution, echoing through i 


adjourn. ‘ - 

Mr. MERCER requested him to withdraw the 
motion, in order to take up the bridge bill for half 
an hour. 


he motion not being withdrawn, the question | 


was taken upon it, and it was rejected: 

Ayes 40, noes 56. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was not a 
quorum present. The Speaker, after some con- 
versation, stated that no business could be trans- 
acted until a quorum should be present. 

“Mr. CHILTON moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was negatived: 

Ayes 52, noes 63. 

The SPEAKER directed the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to invite the members to attend. 

Mr. HARDIN rose to say that he had not, on 
this question, been troublesome to the House. He 
had patiently listened to the discussions without 
participating in them, and some of his constituents 
had inquired why he had notexpressed his views. 
Tle could not tell within three months, 
should get the floor again, and he w 
with the necessary documents to procecd 
discussion now. 
on this occasion, he would pledge himself never to 
sk of them a similar favor again; for he would 
rather at any time starve than beg his bread. 
ranewed the motion to adjourn. 


‘The motion was agreed to, without acount,and | 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarunpary, March 29, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. KANE, leave was given to 
withdraw the papers of Thomas Tarrison. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of sun- |) 


ley citizens of the State of New York, praying 
an alteration in the patent jaws; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented memorials from the 
horough of Muncy, the township of Muncy Creek, 
Lyeoming county, Pennsylvania; and also from 
the township of Watervieit, New York, praying 
the restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States. The memorials were read, referred 
to the Committee on I*inance, and ordered to be 
printed. ve 
Tr. PORTER presented the petition of George 
Whiteley; which was re 
on Military Affairs. ee 
Mr. McK EAN presented a memorial signed by 
upwards of five hundred authors, printers, 
Philadelphia; and also the proceedings of a meet- 


at once to embar- |i 
rass, if not crush, all the local banks in the:coun- |) 
tress and ruin upon @ great | 


y (and leare not |: 


chof this: 


when he !: 
as unprepared i 
in the | 
If the [louse would indulge him | 


He | 


ferred to the Committee | 


&c., of 


Ji ing of the inbabitants of the township of West ji 
|i Manchester, York county, Pennsylvania, asking | 
| the restoration of the deposites to the Dank of the | 
United States; which were read, referred to the |: 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed | 
Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of 312 in- || 
habitants of Culpepper, Virginia, praying a res- li 
toration of the deposites to the Dank of the United |; 
States, which he prefaced with a few remarks. i 
Mr. LEIGH said he would take this opportu- |; 
| nity to make a remark. He had observed that | 
! when anything occurred particularly agitating to i 
the public mind, an ususaal commotion was pro- |; 
duced in some of the counties of Virginia. He, 
was a ncw-comer here, and until he came here, he |: 
could not have formed an adequate conception of j! 
the movements and action of this Government. |: 
Many valuable tracts on its structure, and the na- 
{| ture of our institutions, had been published. But 
ii he beld in his hand a book better calculated to in- 
‘| form the people than any other; he meant the | 
Blue Book, in one page of which he saw a refer- |: 
ence to Culpepper county, Virginia. At page 256, f 
i 

| 

| 


fi 


HE 


i 
i 
i 
i 


| would be found the contract prices for carrying 
| the mail, with an asterisk affixed to those where | 
|| extra allowances hed been granted. ‘This began | 
‘| at New York, and after proceeding down to Vir- 
the asterisms increased to a perfect galaxy; | 
where i! 
| 
] 
| 


charter was the law of the land, and that prescribed |: 
the Bank of the United States as the strong box of | 
the Government. By that section the Secretary, ji 
in case of removal of the deposites, was required , 
to report his reasons to Congress, in order that |) 
Congress might see and approve or disapprove | 
them. If they approved the reasons, the 16th sec- | 
tion wag repealed pro tanto, and if the other House į: 
disapproved the reasons, as this had done, the law 
was in force, and the deposites must be restored. H 
He did not wish to speak with asperity of the Pres- 
ident. Mr. L. believed the President thought he 
was aiming a blow at the bank, but he believed the 
blow he was aiming was struck at the liberties of 
the people. |; 

Mr, BENTON rose in reply to the Senator from 
| Virginia, [Mr. Leicn.] He did not know what i 
| the President or the Secretary of the Treasury | 
| might think it necessary to do in consequence of | 
i 
| 
| 
i 


| the vote given by the Senate yesterday on the de- 

posite resolutions; but he did know that the Senate | 
| was not the Congress; and that it was to Congress i 
only that the Secretary was to make his report of 1 
reasons for removing the deposites from the Federal | 
bank. When the voice of Congress was heard, 


it might be proper for the President and Secretary || 
| to consider what ought to be done; but a voice E 

from a single branch of Congress would never be | 
i taken, he presumed, for that of the whole body, | 


il much less the solitary voice of the Senate ina case i: 
; relating to the revenue, a subject placed by the | 
| Constitution under the peculiar guardiansbip of ; 
| the House of Representatives as the immediate fi 
i representative of the people. The Secretary was |; 
“to report his reasons to Congress—at once, if in | 
| session, if not in session, immediately after the | 
commencement of the next session. Now, said || 
Mr. B., the Senate may bein session, and Congress | 
‘not. The President may convene the Senate with- 
out the House of Representatives. The Senate |; 
may have its separate session; and has had many. | 
He, (Mr. B.,) in the course of his service, had at- 
| tended three such sessions himse! 
| deposites had been removed during one of these i 
| Senatorial sessions, no report of his reasons would |; 
| have been due from the Secretary to that body. If i 


g 
e 


f; and yet if the į; 


! the President had convened the Senate last fall, a | 
| month, or two months before the meeting of Con- 

| gress, no report of the Secretary ’s reasons would 
| have been due to them; because they would not i 
| have been the Congress; that session of Congress i 
|! would not have commenced, immediately after 
| which the reasons should be reported. Mr. B. 
| said Congress could have but one voice: the two 
| Houses might have two voices; and, if the volc 
| of the Senate was one way, and thatof the House o 
| Representatives the other way, which was to gov 


| to no action; they tend 
‘and to segregate their opinions. A joint resolu- 


i; of the whole Congress? 


| happen for the 


© authent 


! Virginia, 


|| ern ?-—especially, was. the smaller body to govern 


the greater ?—the one most remote from the people 
to. govern the one nearest to the people?—-the one 


; which could not originate a money bill, to govern 
| the one, in a question of revenue, which has the 


peculiar charge of the revenue, and the sole power 
of originating money bilis? 
Mr. B. did not know what the President and 


' Secretary might think they ought to do in conse- 


quence of yesterday’s vote; he knew what he 
thought they cught to do, and that was, nothing. 
£o far from having the voice of Congress, there 
was no way for the Executive, or for the other. 
half of Congress, to know what the Senate had 
done. Their resolutions were single, not joint. 
There was no way to communicate them to the 
President, or to the Elouse. Joint resolutions 
went to both; single ones did not; and these reso- 


-Jutions might lie on the Senate journals till dooms- 
‘day, and neither the President or the House of 


Representatives could legally, regularly, or in any 
parliamentary way, know of their existence. 
They could not regularly take notes of them, 


| These resolutions are anomalies. ‘They have no 


relation to the Elouse, or the President; they lead 
to disunite the two Houses, 


tion goes from one to another; it receives the ac- 
tion of both; it unites the sense of both; but.this 
single resolution stays where it was born; it leads 


to no joint action, but to separate action—to no... 


unanimity of opinion, but to diversity of opin-: 
ion—to no harmony, but to discord between the 
Houses. For, what is the House to think of a 
pretension on the part of the Senate to assume to 
itself the powersot Congress?—to assume supreme 
jurisdiction over a subject, and that subject an 
affair of revenue, and set up its will as superseding 
the will of the House, and standing for the voice 
In every point of view, 
B.) considered the Senate’s proceeding as 
and that the best thing that could 
Senate would be for the President, 
and the House of Representatives, to take no 


he (Mr. 


an anomaly; 


| notice of it until a parliamentary communication 
"of the proceeding could be made to them; and as 
‘that never could be done, so they would remain 


in ignorance of it forever. Certainly neither House 
can know what the other does, except from an 

ip communication: certainly the President 
cannot know what is done in either House 
except upon a regular communication, under the 
authority of the House. Newspaper reports, 


' verbal intelligence, the statements of members, 


are no authority for codrdinate branches of the 
Government to act upon; and, in parliamentary. 
understanding, neither the House of Representa- 
tives, or the President knows anything of the 


! resolutions which were adopted here yesterday. 


Being on his feet, Mr. B. would take notice of 
another remark which fell from the Senator from 
[Mr. Leran.] He spoke of the Bank 
of the United States as being the Treasury of the 
United States. It was not the first time he had 
go spoken of that bank; but this was the first time 
that he (Mr. B.) had found it convenient to cal] the 
attention of that Senator to an argument against 
his assumption, which had been several times used 
without drawing an answer from those who held, 
as he [Mr. Leics] did, that the Federal bank was 
the Federal T'réasury. Doubtless they did not 
nswer, besause they theught the argument too 
insignificant to meritan answer. There were some, 
however, who thought otherwise—who thought 
that this argumentannihilated their whole assump- 
tion, and that the only way to get over it was to 
go round it—the only way to answer it, was to 
seet not to hear it. He (Mr. B.) wished to know 
if the Senator from Virginia was of the same mind, 
and therefore would state this argument to hir. 
it was founded on the 14th fundamental article of 


| what the charter called the constitution of the 
| bank—the article which provided for the estab- 


lishment of branches—and was in these words: 
« The directors of said corporation shall estab- 
‘lish a competent office of discount and deposite 
cin the District of Columbia, whenever any law. - 
‘of the United States shall require such an estab- 
‘Jishments also one such office of discount and 
‘ deposite in any State in which 9,000 shares shall 
‘have been subscribed, or may be held, whenever, 
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» “upon application of the Legislature of such State, 


E Congress may, by law, require the same: Pro- 
¢ aided, The Akio aforesaid shall not be bound 
‘to-establish such office before the whole of the 
‘capital of the bank shall have been paid. up. 
“And it shall be lawful for the directors of the said 
“corporation to establish. offices of discount and 
‘deposite wheresoever they shall think fit, within 
tthe United States or the territories thereof, to 
“such persons, and under such regulations, as they 
“shall deem proper, not being contrary to law, or 
*theconstitution of thebank. Or, instead of estab- 
“lishing of such offices, it shall. be lawful for the di- 
“rectors of the said corporation, from time to time, to 
“employ any other bank, or banks, to be first approved 
“by the Secretary of the Treasury, at any place, or 
Enlaces, that they may deim safe and proper, to manage 
‘and transact the business proposed as aforesaid, other 
‘than for the purposes of discount, to be managed and 
‘ transacted by such officers under such agreements, and 
* subject to such regulations, as they shall deem just 
© and. proper”? A 
‘Mr. B. went on to remark upon this article, 
that it placed the establishment of but one branch 
in the reach, or power of Congress, and that one 
was in the District of Columbia—in a district of 
ten miles square—leaving the vast extent of 
twenty-four States, and three Territories, to ob- 
tain branches for themselves upon contingencies 
not dependent upon the will, or power, of Con- 
gress, or requiring her necessities, or even her 
convenience to be taken into the account. A law 
_of Congress could obtain a branch in this District; 
but with respect to every State, the establishment 


. of the branch depended, first, upon the mere will 


and pleasure of the bank; and, secondly, upon the 
double contingency of a subscription, and a legis- 
lative act, within the State. If, then, the mother 
bank does not think fit, for its own advantage, to 
establish a branch; or, if the people of a State do 
not acquire 2,000 shares of the stock of the bank, 
and the Legislature, therefore, demand it, no 
branch will be established in any State, or any 
Territory, of the Union. Congress can only re- 
quire a branch, in any State, after two contingen- 
vies have happened in the State; neither of them 
having the slightest reference to the necessities, or 
even convenience, of the Federal Government. 
Here, then, (said Mr. B,,) is the treasury estab- 
lished for the United States! A treasury which is 
to have no existence but at the will of the bank, 
or the will of a State Legislature, and a few of its 
citizens, enough to own two thousand shares of a 
stock worth one hundred dollarsa share! A treas- 
ury which Congress has no hand in establishing, 
and cannot preserve after it is established; for the 
mother bank, after establishing her branches, may 
shut them up, or withdraw them. Sucha thing 
has already happened. Branchesin the West have 
Seen—some shut up, some withdrawn; and in these 
cases the treasury was broken up, according to this 
newfangled conception of a national treasury. No! 
(said Mr. B.,) the Federal bank is no more the 
treasury of the United States than the State banks 
‘are.’ One is just as much the treasury as the other, 
and made so by this very fourteenth fundamental 
article of the constitution of the bank. Look: at it! 
Look at the alternative! Where branches are not 
established, the State banks are to be employed! 
The Bank of the United States js to select the 
State bank; the Secretary of the Treasury is to 
approve the selection; and if he does so, the State 
bank so selected, and so approved, becomes the 
keeper of the public moneys; it becomes the de- 
pository of the public moneys; it transfers them; 
it pays them out; it does everything except make 
discounts for the mother bank and issue notes; it 
does everything which the Federal Government 
wants done; and that is nothing but what a bank 
of deposite can do. The Government. makes no 
choice between State banks and branch banks. 
They are all one to her. They stand equal in her 
eyes; they stand equal in the charter of the bank 
itself; and the horror that has now broken out 
against the State banks is a thing of recent con- 
ception—a very modern impulsion; which is re- 
buked and condemned by the very authority to 
which it traces its source. Mr. B. said the State 
banks were just as much made the Federal treas- 
ury by the bank charter as the United States Bank 
itself was; and that was sufficient to annihilate the 


it 
argument which now sets up the Federal bank || 
for the Federal treasury. But the fact was that | 
neither was made the treasury; and it would be 
absurd to entertain such an idea for an instant; for | 
the Federal bank may surrender her charter, and |; 
cease to exist--itcan doso at any momentit pleases; 
the State banks may expire upon their limitation; 
they may surrender; they may be dissolved in 
many ways, and so cease to exist; and then there 
would be no treasury! What an idea, that the. 
existence of the treasury of this great Republic is 
to depend, not upon itself, but upon corporations, 
which may cease to exist, on any day, by their 
own will, or theirowncrimes. Mr. B. hoped that 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Lereu,] who had’ 
just referred to the Federal’ bank as the Federal 
treasury, would find an argument in this four- 
teenth fundamental article of the constitution of 
the bank sufficiently large to claim his attention, 
and to receive from him that answer which others 
had deemed it too insignificant to merit. 

Mr. LEIGH roseand pledged himself to answer 
the argument of the Senator from Missouri, as 
soon as the course of the debate would allow him 
to do so, without interfering with the rights of 
others who were now entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he was at a loss to perceive 
any connection between the extra allowances in the 
Post Oifice Department and the memorial from 
Culpepper county, Virginia. 
habit of making de bene esse speeches here, but he | 
was anxious to have these extra allowances fully 
investigated. We had the report of the Post- 
master General made on this subject—it was 
ordered to be printed, and would be ready for our 
examination, he had been informed, in afew days. 
Was it not better, then, to wait until we should |! 
have the means of ascertaining for what purpose 
these extra allowances were made, what services 
were rendered for them, and whether or not the | 
public had been materially benefited by them? 
And as soon as we saw for what purpose they 
were made, and that they were not for the public 
good, he would be as ready to condemn the act as 
any man. We might all, perhaps, join in saying 
he had extended his accommodations too far, but 
before we censured, we should see that the head of 
the department had heaped the money upon favor- 
ites. Extra allowances had been paid to con- 
tractors on the Piedmont route, a highly important 
one, and if it should be found that the allowance 
was not more than theservicesrendered were worth, 
he thought no one ought to complain. It was not 
treating the department fairly to take up the Blue 
Book, pick out a contract for $5,000, and then |! 
because 3, 4, or $5,000 more were allowedfor extra | 
services, to say it was worthy of censure. We 
should first see what were the original terms of the 
contract, and if additional services were rendered, | 
compare them with the additional price, and then 
censure as might be necessary. 

Mr. TYLER rose to propound aninquiry to the | 
chairman of the Committee on Post Offices, &c. 
We had been now nearly four months in session. 
The public have had proceedings from the Post- 
master General, from which it was manifest that 
the department was out of order. The public 
had, therefore, anticipated a report from the Post | 
Office Committee, and he desired to know what | 
progress the Committee had made in the develop- | 
ment of the true condition of the department, and | 
what were the impediments in the way of a devel- | 
opment of its true condition. He wished to know, | 
if the inquiry was proper, why thecommittee were H 
not more prompt in their action. 

Mr. LEIGH inquired of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. GrRuxoy] if he had discovered, | 
and could expiain, the cause of the starry corrus- 
cations in the firmament over Virginia? 

Mr. GRUNDY replied that he believed Vir- | 
ginia always had more stars than any other State | 
in the Union, and therefore he was not a little sur- | 
prised that any Virginian should be startled at it. 
Tn answer tothe other gentleman from Virginia on || 
his left, [Mr. Tyrer,] he said that he did not ques- |! 
tion the right of any gentleman to inquire how far |! 
he had done his duty. Bat the Senate might bel 
sure of one thing, that the greatest vigilance would | 
be exercised, and a full, fair, and impartial expo- | 
sition of the whole state of the department should | 
be made to the Senate. To say at what stage the || 


He was not in the |} 


committee had now arrived was a very difficult 
thing. Ifthe Senate had passed the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewixe] 
—and he hoped it would be adopted to-day—the 
committee might have progressed more rapidly. 


| But he gave the gentleman his solemn assurance, 


that they would proceed till everything was known 
which it was desirable to know, and more than he 
could wish. 

Mr. CLAYTON trusted we would learn some- 
thing of the propriety of these extra allowances. 
But we never could ascertain their whole amount. 
He was waited on the other evening by an officer 
of the Treasury Department, who informed him 
that they could not give the original. contracts in 
the Comptroller’s Office, owing to their destruction 
in the late Treasury building. The department 
was known to be bankrupt—it was not responsible 
to the public—it owed no responsibility to Con- 
gress. It was so constituted that it laid in the will 
of one man to dispose of the funds as he pleased. 
And this state of things would never be remedied 
till the department was placed on the same footing 
as the other departments.: The post office law 
provided that extra allowances should be appor- 
tioned according to the original contract. But he 
could prove that in fifty cases the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had violated that law. It was a department 
which had more power than all the other depart- 
ments in the Government put together. It was 
able to secure the election of any man they pleased, 
or to put out any man who was in. The Post- 
master General could create as many clerks as he 
pleased—he could make fifty to-morrow, at a sal- 
ary of $1,000 each. The contingent expenses were 
voted for by law, but the incidental expenses were 
incurred and paid at the pleasure of thedepartment, 
without knowing what the items were. From 
twenty to thirty thousand agents were subjected to 
the will of one man; and if they had all been in 
Tennessee before the late Senatorial election, he did 
not know what effect they might have had on the 
honorable member’selection. 1t was his conviction 
that this department exercised more power than 
|j all the others combined; it was also increasing, 
appointing political partisans every where, and was 
exercising more influence over the elective fran- 
chise than any other. 

Mr. GRUNDY said it was his principle to leave 
as little to the discretion of the Department as was 
| possible, only leaving it the means of performing 
| its appropriate duties to the country; and when 
the gentleman from Delaware [Mr. Crayroy] 


| should introduce a measure to bring its discretion 


down to that point, it should have his hearty sup- 
port, Wecould get all the information we desired, 
notwithstanding the recent burning of the Treasury 
building. The people ought not to be told that the 
original contracts were destroyed, and that, there- 
fore, their contents could not De ascertained. For 
supposing all the originals were consumed, could 
we not ascertain what they were, as easily as if 
we had the originals? When a contract was bid 
off,a record was made of it, and therefore, although 
we could not have the originals, we could have 
abstracts from the record, giving the price, the 
name of the contractor, and the extra allowances, 
and therefore the public ought not to be induced 
to believe that we cannot obtain full and accurate 
information; the only error could be (which was 
not probable) in making the record. He would 
not go back to the invesigations four years ago, 
But although the gentleman then said the depart- 
ment was bankrupt, yet the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Bing} and others, at the very time, 
denied it. They said it was rich and productive, 
and advocated a reduction of the postage on news- 
papers upon that belief, which would have had the 
effect of breaking down the mails and coaches. 
And it was probable this state of prosperity would 
have continued, had it not been for the post office 
bill of that session, which passed the House of 
Representatives, creating from forty to fifty thou- 
sand additional miles of post road; but when the 
bill came here, we reduced it to from twenty to 
thirty thousand, yet it still increased the expenses 
of the Department enormously. The gentleman 
thought it the most powerful department in the 
Government; and he (Mr. G.) agreed with him 
that it was so, and must necessarily be so, from 
its very nature, because it had more intercourse 
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with the people, and more business with a greater 


number of individuals than any other. The gen- 
tleman, too, complained of the power to appoint 
so many clerks, and that partisans were appointed 
to offices. In regard to the first objection, Mr. G. 
admitted the power to appoint was in the Post- 
master General, and so long as we passed resolu- 
tions making so many calls upon him, which gave 
so much labor, the power to make clerks must 
exist somewhere, and the clerks must be paid. 
As to the next objection, he would remark, that 
Mr. Abraham Bradley, whom the gentleman 
would not suspect of partiality to this Administra- 
tion, declared on cath, at the period alluded to, 
thata majority of the clerks in the Post Office were 
opposed to the Administration.. And as to the 


deputy postmasters, some of the most important | 


of them were certainly of that political character. 


He instanced the postmasters at Albany, at Rich- | 


mond, and in thecity of New York; and hethought 
if the fact could be ascertained, it would appear 
that all the postmasters in the United States were 
pretty equally divided in their political sentiments. 
The Postmaster Jeneral made no report of the 
contingent expenses, because there was no law 
requiring it, and because none of his predecessors 
had done so. Mr. G. repeated, that it was his 
intention, if his health continued to improve as it 
had done, to completely eviscerate the depart- 
ment, that its true situation might be fully made 
known. 

Some further remarks were made by Mr. EW- 


was referred to the Committee on Finance, an 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the Committee on 
Private Land Claims be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Wiliam D. 
Ferguson, and that the petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his papers; which was so ordered. 


Mr. KENT presented aresolution of the Legis- 
lature of Maryland, instructing their Senators and 
requesting their Representatives to exert them- 
selves in obtaining aid from Congress for the bene- 
fit of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; which was 
referred to the Conimittee on Roads and Canals, 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, relative to pensions, with an amend- 


ment. 

Mr. TOMLINSON ffrom the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Be 
was agreed to. 3 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the docu- 
ments relative to the improvement of the harbor 
of Bridgeport were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. - 

The resolution offered by Mr. EWING, em- 

owering the Committee on the Post Office and 
Bost Roads to send for persons and papers, and 
appointing a clerk to aid them, was taken up and 
adopted. 


d 


Mr, SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of John G. Reynolds, 
and gave notice that he was instructed by the com- 
mittee when the bill came to be acted upon to 
object to its pasgage. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill regulating the compensation of cer- 
tain officers in the marine corps. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel C. Reid, 
and the officers and crew of the privateer General 
Armstrong. 

Also, a bifl for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Henry Eckford, deceased; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James Noble, anda 
bill for the relief of Laomi Baldwin. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committeeon Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill extending for six months 
the time allowing the Commissioners of the Nea- 
politan treaty to settle claims of the citizens of 
the United States under that treaty. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and on his motion, without being read, it 
was ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, Thata Committee be appointed on the 


njamin Sampson; which | 


| Senate and to the House respectively, what alter- 


| ments after a given period, and to make the reve- 
nue system of the United States instrumental in jj 


i bills had accumulated, he should, on Monday, 


i calling for information from the President of the 


| city authorities of Charleston, South Carolina, 


a} || praying the establishment of a naval hospital at 
ING and Mr. CLAYTON, when the memorial |; that place, which was referred to the Committee 


| and legal representatives of Walter Livingston, 
| deceased. 


! to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| some time therein, 


| gether with the names of the presidents, directors, 
| and stockholders, in the said selected banks, with 


part of the Senate, jointly with such committee 
as may be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to consider and report to the 


ations, if any, are necessary to be made— A 

1. In the value of the gold coined atthe Mint of 
the United States, so as to check the exportation 
of that coin, and to restore it to circulation in the 
United States. 

2. In the laws relative to foreign coins, so as to 
restore the gold and silver coin of foreign nations || 
to their former circulation witpin the United States. 

3. In the joint resolution of 1816 (for the better 
collection of the revenue) so as toexcludeall bank | 
notes, under twenty dollars, from revenue pay- 


the gradual suppression of the small note circula- 
tion, and the introduction of gold and silver for the 
common currency of the country. 


Mr. PORTER gave notice that as numerous 


move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of private business. 


Mr. GRUNDY moved totake up the resolution 


United States, reiative to the proclamations for the 
sale of public lands in the southwestern country; 
which was considered and adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the 


on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of George F. 
Bollinger; which was referred tothe Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial from 
the officers of Fort Dearborn; which was referred 


_ On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate went 
into executive business; when, after spending | 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, March 29, 1834. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the following resolu- 
tion, submitted by him yesterday: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this Efouse copies of the 
charters of all the banks selected by him, as depos- 
itories of the public moneys in the place of the 
Bank of the United States and its branches, to- 


the amount of stock in said banks held by each 
stockholder, and the amount of debt due by each 
president, cashier, and director, of each of the 
banks, to the said banks, at the time when it was 
selected as a depository, and at this time. 


Mr. FOSTER objecting— 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rule, 
for the purpose of taking it up. 

-. Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered— - 

Mr. FOSTER said, that as he was anxious to 
gave the time of the House, he would withdraw 
his objection. 

The resolution was then taken up and read. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to have the following in- 
serted as a modification to the resolution: 

« And that the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
‘rected to report to this House a statement of all ; 
t sums, denominated in the Treasury accounts una- 
‘ yailable funds, specifically designating the several 
‘banks or individuals indebted to the Treasury 
‘therefor; the time when each debt first became 
‘due; the time when failure of payment thereof 
«first occurred; the security, if any, which the 
‘public have for payment thereof, at any time, 
and the prospect of such eventual payment.” 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, considered 
that it was not right to call for information with ' 


| protest on that occasion. 


respect to the private accounts ‘tor debts: of the 
president, cashier, and directors of each of the 
banks.’ It might be ruinous to them. He would; - 
therefore, move to have that part stricken out of 
the resolution. i yea a 
Mr. ADAMS said that it would have been a 
matter of much satisfaction to him, ifa similar 
forbearance with the private accounts of individu- 
als had been attended to on other occasions. He 
had himself urged this’as an objection two years 
ago, when the committee was appointed to inves- 
tigate into the affairs of the Bank of the United 
States. But he was overruled, and numerous pri- 
vate accounts of individuals were exposed to the 
committee in opposition to: his remonstrance. and 
A similar investigation 
was now proposed for the adoption of the House, . 
in the report presented by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and which, if adopted, not only the 
debts of the president, cashier, and directors of 
the Bank of the United States would be brought 


| before the public gaze, but many others, which 


should not be. For this reason it was he intro- 
duced this resolution for inquiring into the:State 
banks as a set-off to that proposed: into the Bank 
of the United States; as it was only fair that the 
measure meted to one should be meted to the. 
others. If this kind of investigation was to be 
permitted into the affairs of those persons con- 
nected with the United States Bank, it was. only 
in conformity to all equitable principles of action 
to have it extended to those congected with: what 
he would term ‘* trap” banks, being a better. term 
for them than “ pet”? banks. His object was to 
obtain information as to the precise condition of 
these selected depositories for the money of the 
people. He was not acquainted himself with their 
state, although he had been informed many of the 
State banks so selected, were what was called 
“ family concerns.” The inquiry, therefore, into 
the debts of those controlling them, was an inquir 
into their condition, involving considerations Of 
the solvency of the banks themselves, as well as 
their fitness for being depositories, He called for 
the yeas and nays on the resolution. f 
Mr. WAYNE desired to correct a misconcep- 
tion which appeared in the Intelligencer, that he 
had promised to vote for this resolution’? when 
submitted by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
yesterday. He had not done so. He had ex- 
pressed a wish that the consideration:of it should 
be postponed, to give the members.an opportunity 
of understanding the subject, and thén deciding 
whether or not it should be.adopted by them. 
The resolution. appeared to him to'be in: some 
respects unnecessary, as there were! two. of the 
subjects upon which information was called before 
the House. They had copies of the charters of . 
all. the banks selected: by the Secretary: of the 
Treasury, already on their files in the documents 
furnished by him, in answer toa call for that pur- 
pose by the Senate m December last. They had 
also the names of the stockholders, as far as they . 
could be ascertained, although they had not the 


| amount of the stock held by thera For this he 


would, perhaps, be willing to vote, also for the 
names of the lawyers and solicitors employed. 
There were some other objections to the resolu- 
tion on its merits; for there was now a much wider 
inquiry demanded than when the resolution was 
first proposed. He would ask the honorable ` 
member from Massachusetts, if this inquiry was 
consistent with the position he had formerly main- 
tained? at the same time reminded him that he 
{Mr. W.] went with him on a former occasion, in 


objection to examination into the private accounts ` 


of any individuals. The inquiry now proposed 
was one which could not be effected. They had 
no control over the State banks; and it wag one 
which could be of no benefit, whilst, at the same 
time, it might prove to be eventually injurious. If 
the resolution was adopted, the Secretary: might 
fairly and truly say that he could not give the 
information, because he certainly had no authority 
to procure it; and if he had, he would contend that 
its effect would be to give to Government an influ- 
ence over the State banks more direct than was 
desirable. : . 
The resolution was, in another point of view 

unnecessary for the objects stated by the honorable 
member from Massachusetts. The report presented 
by the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


"themselves in an improper position as respected the 
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mended the adoption. of a law regulating the de- 
‘posite of the public money with the State banks; 
t that they should be made as Congress would 
“direct.” ` The consequence of the adoption of the 
‘resolution, and of action upon it by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, would be this, although he did not 
say such was the object of the member proposing 
jt: the State banks might tell the Secretary that 
he had no power to call for theinformation. They 
amight. be induced to refuse the call from a desire 
to preserve their perfect independence, and. put 


Government. He contended, also, that one effect 
of the proposition might be to induce the public to 
suppoge that these banks were unsafe as deposito- 
ries. ‘It was unnecessary, with a view to inquiry 
- ag.to the safety of these institutions for that pur- 
pose, as they were obliged to furnish statements 
weekly, and when called upon, of their affairs. 
Why, then, as their condition was thus known, 
should they be called on for that information which 
there had been an objection made to demand from 
the Bank of the United States? The member from 
‘Massachusetts said his resolution was intended as 
a set-off to inquiries that were contemplated to be 
made for improper uses into the affairs of indi- 
viduals having transactions with the Bank of the 
United States. .lf he (Mr. W.) thought such was 
to be the use to which the resolution proposed for 
adoption, in the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, was to be applied, he would feel bound 
to vote against it. He was willing to vote for in- 
quiry, if it was limited to cases in which there had 
been violations of their charters by any of the State 
banks, but he considered it altogether unnecessary 
to inquire into the subjects of any loans made by 
the State banks to any individuals. Where such 
loans were secure the inquiry was unnecessary. 
: In every point of view, and as additional sub- 
jects for inquiry had been proposed, further time 
was necessary before they should act on the resolu- 
‘tion. He would not now move to postpone its 
consideration to a day certain, being desirous to 
give.a fair opportunity to any member who wished 
to reply, After that he would do so, that there 
might be full discussion upon it, and after which 
they could determine whether the inquiry was a 
proper one to make, or whether the information on 
their table waa not sufficient. 
Mr. McKINLEY would willingly assent to the 
inquiry into the condition of the State banks, if 
the resolution proposed to ascertain that of which 
the Secretary had official knowledge; or if he could | 
be shown to have the power to procure the infor- 
mation sought for by the resolution, he would vote 
for it, without any regard to the object for which 
it was proposed. He considered that all the power 
which vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, 
over the State banks, was that which was given 
him by the contracts into which they entered with 
him. There was no such power in the contracts. 
How, then, could the Houserequire the Secretary 
“to procure this information? 
_ Mr. SPERIGEIT said, that although he had sup- 
ported the Seqpetary of the Treasury, yet. he, for 
-one, was willing to vote for any inquiry that should 
be proposed to elucidate the affairs of those State 
banks that were selected by the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping of the public money; and so far from 
thinking with the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Wayne] that the Secretary had not the power to 
procure the information, he should think he had; 
and that if he had not, he had been guilty of a 
great neglect of his ‘duty in not having it. With 
respect to what had been said by the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. McKin.ex,]} he would only 
reply, that if the power to procure such informa- 
tion as was now asked for by the resolution, was 
not jnserted, or given to the Secretary by the! 
various contracts entered into, it ought to have been | 
in them. He wassurprised at the motion offered by 
the member from. Pennsylvania, [Mr. Harper,] | 
to strike out the parts respecting the debts of tha | 
individuals, for he was always at a loss to conceive || 
what good reason there could be for having any | 
concealment about debts to any banks. He agreed |! 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts, that it || 
was necessary to have the inquiry proposed by | 
his resolution. He desired te ener erah f 
about the condition of the State banks, and wished il 
him to-extend the same inquiry to the Bank of the 
United States, There should be no objection to ! 


i 


| engrossed for a third reading, 


give information on the subject that would be 
desired. 

Mr. WILDE said he would support any and 
all amendments that should be proposed, unless 
they should be such as would change the charac- 
ter of the inquiry. He desired here to tender his 
thanks to the member from North Carolina [Mr. 
Speicur] for the aid which he had given. The 
system—if system it could be called, which system 
it was none—into which the money affairs of the 
country had been brought by the conduct of the | 
high officers of the Government, was rapidly de- | 
veloping. He, however, agreeing with the senti- 
ments expressed by him, wished to put the vote 
‘he should give on grounds still more distinct than 
those of the member from North Carolina. The 
views which he had were, that the whole control 
over the public money—viz: to raise it, to pay it | 
out, and to deposite it for safe-keeping—belonged 
| to Congress. They were told now, that Congress 
had no right to inquire into the condition of those 
banks having it. If this was the fact; if the 
money had got into depositories into which they 
had no right to inquire, then came the natural . 
inquiry, how came it to be placed there? If this 
was true, what (he asked) was the condition of the 
country? He desired to be understood as main- 
taining that Congress had no right to put the pub- | 
lic money in places, into the safety of which they | 
had not the right to inquire. He was at a loss to | 
determine whether the resolution embraces a suffi- į 
cient range of inquiry. He had no objection that : 
theinquiry should be made as extensively in regard , 
to tne United States Bank as to the State banks; ! 
but he saw no propriety in connecting the two 
inquiries. i 

Mr. MANN, of New York, said there were | 


to the former inquiries. The names of the law- 
yers and solicitors were desirable, in his opinion. ; 
The amount of debt due by each president, cash- 
ier, &c., was perhaps desirable and useful. He 
saw no objection to it, and he trusted that the gen- | 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Harrer] would 
withdraw his motion to strike out this clause. 

Mr. HARPER rose and said he would withdraw 
his motion to strike out the clause. 

The hour here expired for the consideration of 
resolutions. 


1 


of the House, for the purpose of proceeding to 
consider the general appropriation bill. ! 

Mr. McDUFIIE suggested that the adoption ! 
of the motion would not promote the despatch of . 


them. 

Mr. WILLIAMS objected to the motion, that 
no notice had been given of it, and he called for | 
the yeas and nays upon it; which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER moved to amend the motion, by 
adding the Potomac bridge bill. Rejected. 


The question being taken on the motion to sus- | 
pend the rule, for the purpose of taking up the | 
bill making appropriations for the support of Gov- 
ernment for the year 1834, it was determined in the ‘ 
negative—ayes 107, noes 82, (not two thirds.) 

The House proceeded to the consideration of | 
private bills. 

The following bills were considered, and or- | 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Edward Brooke; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of William Rogers, deceased; 

A bill for the relief, in part, of the crew of the 
brig Sarah George; 

A bill to authorize letters patent to be issued to 
Morris B. Ogden. 

The bill for the relief of David Kilbourn was | 
takenup. A discussion ensued, in which Messrs, | 
WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, BURD, CHILTON, 
THOMSON, BURGES, LANE, VANCE, 
BRIGGS, WARDWELL, GRENNELL, Mc- 
KENNAN, EWING, GILLET, and FILL- 
MORE participated. . 

The question being on orderin 


D 


id 


ring the bill to be | 
it was taken by yeas | 
and nays, and determined in the nevative— 
72, nays 86. : ° oe 


On motion, the House then adjourned. 


| but two points in the inquiry proposed which had | 
not already been laid before the House, in answer !! 


Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rules |: 


public business, as the Senate, it was well known, i! 
j had not yet acted upon the bills already sent to |! 


IN SENATE. 
- Monpay, March 31, 1834. 


Mr. BIBB submitted the following resolution, 
! and asked the unanimous consent of the Senate for 
! its immediate consideration; which was granted, 
and the resolution adopted: : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department 
of State be requested to lay before the Senate, ag 
soon as practicable, all the information which has 
been obtained under a resolution of the Senate of 
the 26th February, 1833, touching the population 
of the Uniied Siates, of all kinds, native and alien, 
the militia, and such other statistical information 
i as the Secretary might deem useful and expedient; 
and particularly that he lay before the Senate all 
the information that-has been obtained under the 
| circulars issued by Mr. Livingston, propounding 
queries to obtain information, as well on the sub- 
jects particularly mentioned, as upon the subjects 
confided to his direction by that resolution. 


Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from 
inhabitants of the county of Wilkes, North Caro- 
lina, ` 

Also, a preamble and resolutions adopted at a 
meeting of citizens of Mountsville, Rowan county, 
North Carolina. 

Also, a memorial signed by 500 citizens of Beau- 
fort county, North Carolina, in favor of the res- 
toration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States. 

All of which, after explanatory remarks by Mr. 
M., were read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and ordered to be printed. 

. Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial 
from citizens of the city of Mobile, in the State of 
Alabama. 

Mr. K. said he hada personal acquaintance with 
a majority of the signers of the paper; they were 
persons of the greatest respectability, many of them 
merchants of the highest standing in society. They 
| Say they are not carried away by party considera- 


{ 


{ 
i 
1 


i 
i 
i 


i| tions, and they express themselves in the most 


| decorous and respectful language. They said that 


ij for five or six years past the city of Mobile, as 


j well as the State of Alabama, had enjoyed a great 
and increasing degree of prosperity, but that for 


|| the last four or five months this prosperity bad re- 


ceived a check, which had unsettled the exchanges 
of the country, and which they attributed in some 
degree to the removal of the deposites. They 
complained that the pressure in the money market 
had reduced the price of cotton; and they further 
stated that they had no interest in the United States 
Bank, not being the owners of any stock in the 
institution. They submit it to the wisdom of 
Congress to adopt such measures to relieve the 
pressure in the country as might be most expe- 
dient. The memorial was read, and, on motion 
of Mr. K., was referred to the Committee on 
Finance.’ 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in-a bill for the 
better organization of the district court of the 
United States in Alabama; which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY called up for consideration his reso- 
lution calling for information from the Treasury 
Department of the amount of deposites made in the 
Union Bank of Maryland. Mr. C, modified his 
resolution as follows: 4 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to repert to the Senate what amount of 
public money is now on deposite in the Union 
| Bank of Maryland; when, and on what account it 
was deposited; and, also, whether any Treasury 
drafts, contingent or other, have been, during the 
į month of March, 1834, furnished to the said bank, 
orat any time heretofore to the Bank of Maryland, 
for any and for what purpose. And that he like- 
wise report what amount of stock in the capital 
of the said Union Bank was held by R. B. Taney, 
Esq., when the said bank was selected as one of 
the banks to receive on deposite the public money, 
and what amount of said stock he now holds, 


The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented the petition of 
Thomas Mullen; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 
resolution, and asked the immediate consideration 


) 


ji 


A, 
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of the Senate; which being agreed to, the resolu- | 
tion was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office be directed to communicate to the 
Senate the number of patents in his office pre- 
pared for the signature of the President of the 
United States, which have not been signed, and 
the number of final certificates filed in his cffice, 
on which patents have not been prepared for sig- 
nature. 


Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 
resolution: i 

Resolved, That one thousand copies of the Jour- 
nals of the old Congress, and of the Senate, in- : 
cluding, in separate volumes, the confidential pro- 
ceedings, with a compendious index to the whole 
in each volume, be printed for the use of the Sen 


ate, and that the same be retained subject to the | 
farther order of the Senate. | 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of the reference of the |: 


meniorial of the citizens of Albany, New Yorks, | 


i 
to the Committee on Finance. i $ : i 
| of that claim, and as the Senate was thin, and the | 


Mr. WRIGHT rose and spoke at length, Hel: 


was followed by Messrs. EWING and CLAY; | 
when the memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on Finance, and, with the names, ordered to be; 
printed. . x 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 1,700 
citizens of the city of Albany, opposed to a restora- 
tion of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States; which, on his motion, was ordered to be į 
-printed, with the names, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. TYLER presented the petition of Josiah | 
„Hopkins; which was referred to-the Committee 
on Pensions. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private |: 
Land Claims, reported a bill relative to land claim- į; 
ants in Missouri. | 


Mr. EWING gave notice that he should to- l 
morrow call up for consideration the bill making 
appropriations for extending the Cumberland road į 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, || 
and as the Senate was not full, and the hour was | 
late, he moved an adjournment, but withdrew the || 
motion at the instance of 

Mr. POINDEXTER, u 
Senate proceeded to - 


| 
| 
j 
1 
i] 
THE ORDERS OF THE DAY. i! 
| 
i 
i 
4 
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f 


i 
pon whose motion the | 


amendments; and SM 
A bill for the relief of John Haggerty and David | 
Austin, with amendments. 


time, and referred: | 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Armistead; | 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Joseph and Mary; i 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; | 

A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of James Marsh; 

A bill for the relief ọf William K. Paulding; 

A bill for the relief of William Haslett; 

A bill for the relief of William O'Neal, 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas D. Coleman; 

A bill for the relief of James Kitchens; 

A bill for the relief of William Enos; 

A bill for the relief of John C. Naylor; 

A bill for the relief of John Walton and John i 
J. DeGraff; ! 

A bill for the relief of Henry Sewalland Robert ; 
Sewall; : 

A bill for the relief of Francoise Suzone; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes; | i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William G. | 
Christopher; ; . 

A bill for the relief of William L. Cockerille; 

A bill for the relief of Benedict Alford and 
Robert Brush; 

A bill for the relief of 
Daniel Palmer; $ 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named. 


| 
| 
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Judith Thomas and 
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| Sampson; 


brig American; ji 


A bill for the relief of Mary O’Sullivan; 
` A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Ross; 
A biil for the relief of the heirs of James Brown; | 
A bill for the relief of George Bowen; | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thoma 


A bill for the relief of Henry Whitney. 
The following bills were read a third time, and 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Thompson; H 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Richardson; | 
A bill for the relief of John Thompson; f 
A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and | 
William Palmer; | 


i 

Upon the bill for the relief of the heirs and legal : 
representatives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, | 
being called up upon iis passage— : 


_ Mr. SPRAGUE rose and said, thatconsiderable | 
litigation had previously occurred upon the merits | 


. E | 

usual hour for adjournment had long since passed, ; 

he should not urge any member to explain its pro- | 

visions, but would move that the Senate adjourn. | 
; Í 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, March 31, 1834. | 
i 


In pursuance of the rule of the House, the States i 
were calied for the presentation of petitions, memo- | 
rials, &c., beginning with Mississippi, where the | 
call was suspended on Monday last, after the | 


A bill for the relief of the sureties of John H. i 
| Morton. 
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the other day on the presentation by his colleague 
of the resolutions under consideration, he did not 
! intend to occupy more time than would have been 
: necessary to correct an erroneous impression made 


Fi . . . . 
| here and elsewhere in relation to public sentiment 
' passed: i 


| in Mississippi on the all-engrossing subject of the 
i bank. Since that time circumstances have devel- 
: oped themselves which had caused him to consider 
i it due tothe Fouse, to the country, to his con- 
| stituents, and to himself, that he should rise in his 
i place and speak forth the words of truth and sober- 
; ness. He did not intend, however, to discuss at 
; that time the merits of the bank question, nor 
| Inquire into the legality or expediency of the con- 
| duct of the Secretary of the Treasury in removing 


i| the public deposites from the Bank of the United 


; States to the local institutions. He rose more par- 
| ticularly for the purpose of explaining some of the 
: reasons why he could not consistently comply with 
; the requests of his constituents who composed the 
+ meeting that adopted the resolutions under con- 
| sideration, He agreed with them in the opinions 
i therein expressed relative to the apparently pros- 
: perous condition of the State of Mississippi a few 


: months ago and the present distress ef which they 
| complained, but differed with them altogether as 
| to the origin of these difficulties and reverses, and 
| was opposed to the reme@y which they recom- 
| mended. It was unnecessary, he presumed, for 
i him to bear testimony to the high standing and 
; respectability of those whose names were men- 
tioned in the resolutions. The most of them were 


presentation by M r. CAGE of the resolutions of 4 known to seme of the gentlemen on that floor; and, 
sundry citizens of Natchez, condemning the re- |: to say the least of it, as favorably known as those 


i moval of the deposites, and recommending their |; who had the honor of representing them. There 


restoration, &c. . j . |; were (he said) several gentlemen in his eye besides 

Mr. PLUMMER said that he had not inflicted | his honorable colleague who would not hesitate to 
on the House a speech during its present session. |} vouch for ihe names of Wilkins, Grayson, Quit- 
His silence during all this time had not been owing |. man, Bingaman, and Merrill. The right of the 
to a want of confidence in himself, so much as to | people to instruct the representatives of their own 
ill health. The ague and fever with which hehad © choice (he said) was one which he held. more 
been afflicted during the chilling blasts of winter, | sacred than any other right claimed or exercised 
had, on the opening of spring, left him suffering |: by the citizens of a free Government. He held 
under a much more fashionable and prevalent dis- |; that it was the imperious duty of the Representa- 
ease in this climate. It was a disease common to |! tive, who was the public servant of the people, to 
most of the rembers of Congress, and seemed to | obey the mandates of his constituents on all ques- 
be contagious. It was not his purpose to enter || tions of expediency, when clearly expressed. He 
into a discussion of the various symptoms of the || went farther, and admitted that it was the bounden 
disease in its different stages, nor was he capable |; duty of a Representative to obey the known will 
of throwing any light on the subject, although he |i of his constituents on all questions which might 
had paid some attention to the effects which it had !| come before him, either of a general or a local 
on both the body and mind. The general symp- || nature, or resort to the other alternative, and fol- 


j 
+ 


i ness of mind. 


toms, he said, were aa apparent restlessness of the | 
whole body, palpitation of the heart and uneasi 
lt frequently caused the features of | 
the patient to be distorted, muttering a jargon of | 
high-sounding and unmeaning words; sometimes | 


|; it affected him in a manner not unlike the hydro- | 


phobia, causing foaming at the mouth; at others, | 


stamping of the feet, clenching of the fists, wise 
and learned looks’ and ludicrous motions of the 
arms and other parts of the body, and not unfre 
quently a perversion of the truth. Owing to th 
want of a classical education he did not understand , 
the technicalities of the learned professions, but he | 
had heard those who talked Greek and spoke Latin | 
call the disease of which he had spoken the “ Ca- | 
coethes loquendi.” It was, he said, considered | 
incurable; temporary relief might, however, be ob 
tained, by talking from onetothreedays. Although 
the members of the House might bave cause to 


‘himself, and upon his own responsibility. 


i low the praiseworthy example set them by a dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Virginia a short time 


i since in the other end of the building. 


|  Whatis the will of the people,and whether there 
i has or has not been a fair expression of that will, 
i are questions of which every one must judge for 


He 


f professed to know the sentiments of the great mass 
i 


i: of the people of Mississippi as well, but not better, 


than any other man. He had been among them 


fram boyhood. He had grown with their growth, 


H a < 
;| and strengthened with their strength, and under- 


| took to assert that three fourths of the whole 
i number of voters in the State were opposed to a 


‘i recharter of the United States Bank, and, conse- 


quently, to a restoration of the deposites.. He 
might, he said, be mistaken in his opinion with 
regard to public sentiment in Mississippi, but as 


| evidence of his sincerity, he was willing to stake 


i regret it, he most heartily congratulated himself i, his popularity, which he prized as high as any 


ona change of diseases. He no longer felt in- || man, and all of his political prospects on the ques- 
clined to yawn, pains in his bones, and cold flashes || tion, if those who differed with him in opinion 
running up his back, intimations of the approach- |: chose to make up an issue on that subject, before 
ing ague, but he felt strong symptoms of the other i the people of that State. 


disease. Unless, however, his case should become |; In 1828, the General Assembly of Mississippi 


| more aggravated than it wasat present, he trusted || passed a set of joint resolutions remonstrating 


that he should not occupy the time of the House |; against the introduction of a branch of the United 
long on the subject under consideration. If,inthe i; States Bank within the limits of that State. Mr. 


| few remarks he intended to submit, he should fail |) P. said he was a member of the Legislature which 


to command the attention of the House, he hoped || adopted those resolutions, and gave them his 
that he should be so well satisfied with his own | support. In 1829 and 1830, efforts were made to 


| effort, as not to be under the necessity of procuring |: repeal the resolutions, and invite the location.of 


an anonymous puff of himself to be published in if a branch within the State, which he opposed. 
the newspapers; nor of falling into the fashionable li They were not repealed until the next session of 
practice of addressing a note to the editors, com- |: the Legislature, after he became a member elect. of 
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“Congress. At the first session of the 22] Con- 
gress; he voted uniformly with the opponents of 
the bank, and recorded his vote against the bill to 
recharter that institution. After his vote oa the 
bank, and after the Executive veto on that bill, 
in August, 1832, his name went before the peo- 
“ple of Mississippi for a reélection. He was op- 
posed by the presses. in support of the bank, on 
the ground of his vote, and his opposition to that 
fastitution, The whole power of the bank was | 
brought to bear on him, and ata time, too, when | 
absent, and unable to defend himself. With these 
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things known to the people of the State, for they |; 


were not done in the corner, he was reélected by 

a majority of the whole number of votes given at | 
the election. Although he was under no posi- | 
tive pledge to oppose the bank, nor support the | 
measures of the Administration, there wags an 
implied pledge on his part to support the meas- 
ures advocated by the laboring part of the com- 
munity—by the working-men of Mississippi—to 
whon alone he was indebted for his seat on that 
floor. 

He was (he said) opposed to rechartering that | 
moneyed monster, and opposed to a restoration of 
the deposites, not because he wished to conciliate 
General Jackson, for he said he had never found 
favor in his sight, but because he was opposed to | 
all licensed monopolies, to the conferring of ex- 


It 
i 
| 
H 
i 


‘clusive privileges on any man, or corporation of | 
men. The President advocated the principles of |, 


the working-men of the country, therefore did he 
support him; whenever he abandoned those prin- 
ciples, he was in honor bound to his constituents 
to‘abandon him. Mr. P. said he should be re- 
creant to those who had honored him with their 
suffrages, and unworthy of the station he occu- 
pied, if, under the circumstances, he should vote 
for a restoration of the deposites, or a recharter of 
the bank. He had a high respect for the opinions 

of those whose names were mentioned on the face 
of the resolutions, but for the purpose of showing 
that there had been no-change in public sentiment, 
aa has been inferred, in Mississippi, he must be 
permitted to state, that all of them excepting one, 
had always belonged to the National Republican 
(he would not say Federal Bank) party, and uni- 
form opposers of the present Administration; and 
the one excepted, was an admitted Federalist, 
and, President of the Branch Bank located at 
Natchez. 

(Mr. Cac here corrected Mr. PLUMMER, and | 
said, if he had reference to Colonel Wilkins, that 
it was a mistake,] ` 

Mr. P. said if he-was mistaken, it was because 
he hat recently resigned. 

Mr. P. said that he would here take occasion to 
repel a charge that had been made from a quarter 
which he did not think proper to name, because it 
might be a violation of order, that his course on 
this question ‘* was the effect of party trammels;”” 
that he was “ under the influence of decided party 
‘discipline;”’ that he had * become a mere automa- 
ton,” and disposed to ‘surrender his judgment, 
and what he believed to be the best interests of the | 
people of Mississippi, at the shrine of party.” Mr. 

said he,too,with his honorable colleague, should 
<t fearlessly do-what he believed to. be his duty ;” 
that:he, too, with his honorable colleague, could 
safely say, that “he had no interests” here, * un- 
connected’? with the interests of the people he had 
the honor in part to represent. Charges such as 
he had named came with a bad grace from those 
who were under the necessity of placing themselves 
under “ trammels’’ and “ party discipline” to pro- 
cure their election to.a seatin that Hall. It was 
well known, he- said, that he had never been a 
favorite of those who stood at the head of, and con- 
trolled the destinies-of the Administration party in 
Mississippi. That he might not be misunderstood, 
he would particularize. He had- never been sup- 
ported by the Governor of the State, who was 
considered by the party as their champion. The 
patronage of the General Government had been 
arrayed against him, if that could be considered 
the patronage of the Government, which caused 
the United States officers within the State of Mis- 
sissippi to oppose his election. There were, at the 
time he was elected to the station which he then 
held, five newspapers within his district in sup- 
port of the Administration, Two of them, he said, 
assailed him with all of the violence of political 


j 


partisans; two of them admitted communications 
against him, and refused or neglected to defend 
him; and the fifth one, a new paper, just then 
established, had since discarded him. He had, he 


j said, received no favors at the hands of the ex- 


ecutive branch of the Government, nor had he any 
to ask. He mentioned these things, not in a spirt 
of complaint towards the President, or any òf the 


manded from him that respect due to a generous 
heart, and the high and responsible station which 
he occupied—or any ove else; but in justification 
of his course there, and in reply to an attack made 
against him and others on that floor, with whom 
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had the honor ia part to represent. 


time of the House in responding to the common 
influence of the bank, nor did he deem it necessary 
to notice the vulgar and abusive communications 
of the letter-writers, whether over the signature of 
i « Major Downing,” “The Spy,” or any other 
poor, anonymous, irresponsible devil; who earned 
yis daily bread by fabricating libels on the char- 
acters of those who would not bow down and 
worship at the footstool of their master and em- 
ployer—the Bank of the United States. But (he 
said) when he saw a communication from a respon- 
sible source, over the signature of an honorable gen- 
tleman, published in public journal, and evidentiy 
intended for the public eye, misrepresenting the 
|| opinions of high public functionaries, and contain- 
‘ling slanderous charges against a portion of the 
|| members of that House with whom he was asso- 
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|i he considered it not only bis right, but bis duty to 


notice it in his place on the floor of that Hall, even 


i 


| entitled to a seat within its walls. 


i 


|| P.) the publication should have been first made in 
|| his own State, and intended to mislead those whom 
i! he had the honor, in part, to represent, and calcu- 
‘lated to injure him—if believed—in their estima- 


tl 


‘| to himself, that the misrepresentation should be 


and things called by their right names. 


among the people of Mississippi, it had been 


| 
| 
| 
| asserted by that high authority to which he had 


Now, sir, (said Mr. P.,) I undertake to say, that 
this statement is a wholesale perversion of truth, 
and misrepresentation of facts, 
what is meant by this statement. it cannot refer 
to the bank, nor those opposed to the Administra- 


bank. It must, then, be intended to convey the 
idea that no charges or complaints have been made 
from any source ‘that the bank did not discharge 
promptly and efficiently all of the duties required 
of it by its charter,” but that the Secretary of the 
Treasury removed the deposites in violation of 
law, without any complaint being made, without 
| any provocation whatever; and, if he might be 
allowed to use a legal phrase, with malice afore- 
thought, and without the fear of God before his 
eyes; and that those who sustained his course on 
that floor were particeps crihinis in the transac- 
tion. i 

` To show the falsity of that statement, he would 
only mention such charges made against the bank 
as had been not only clearly proven, but admitted 
by its friends, and attempted to be justified. He 
begged leave to call the attention of that letter- 
i writer to the fact of the transaction of the most 
important business by the bank, by the President, 
and one or two others, when the charter expressly 
provides that ‘ not less than seven directors shall 
constitute a board for the transaction of business,” 
to the exclusion of the Government directors alto- 
gether from the board; to the effort on the part of 
the bank to postpone secretly, without the consent 
of the Government, the pay'ment of a portion of 
the public debt, called the three per cent. stocks; 
to the unconscientious demand on the part of the 


Heads of Departments; not out of any feelings of- 
disrespect to the Governor of theState—who com- |; 


heacted on the all-absorbing question of the bank, |: 
in one of the newspapers printed in the State he |: 


Mz. P. said, he did not propose to occupy the | 


newspaper slang of those who were under the: 


|! ciated on a question of great national importance, | 


‘| though it might possibly have been written by one | 
If (said Mr. į 


tion, it would be due to his constituents as weil as j 
corrected, the slanderous charges contradicted, | 
For the purpose of bringing the Administration, | 


and those who support its measures, into disrepute | 


already made allusion, that ‘there is no complaint | 
that the bank did- not discharge promptly and effi- | 
ciently all the duties required of it by its charter. ”? 


Let us inquire | 


tion; for they have made no complaints against the | 


| bank for damages to the amount of $158,842 77, 
on the protested bill drawn by the United States 
on the French Government; to the enormous sums 
of the people’s money appropriated illegally to 
editors and printers for the purpose of abusing the 
President of the United States. 

Again, (said Mr. P.,) this distinguished letter- 
writer says, ‘It certainly never was intended to 
| ‘give to the Secretary of the Treasury the regula- 
‘tion of the currency of the country, by an unlim- 
‘ited control over the moneyed institutions; and 
t yet the Secretary, in his report to Congress, has 
‘claimed all this power.” Now, I undertake (said 
Mr. P.) to say that he bas neither claimed nor 
- exercised any such power. He has not, on any 
occasion, attempted to regulate the currency of the 
country. He has never at any time exercised, or 
| attempted to exercise, any controlover the money- 
‘ed institutions. The 16.h section of the bank 
| charter enacts ‘* that the deposites of the money 
: tof the United States in places in which the said 
‘bank or branches thereof may be established, 
i € shall be made in said bank or branches thereof, 
: “unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall at any 
‘ time otherwise order and direct.” In conformity 
; with the provisions of that act, the public moneys 
i were deposited in the United States Bank and 
` branches until September last, when the Secretary 
of the Treasury ordered and directed that there- 
after they should be made in the State banks, for 
‘reasons which he communicated to Congress at 
the commencenient of the,session, as he lawfally 
might do. Was this regulating the currency of 
thecountry? Was thisclaiming a control over the 
moneyed institutions? Or wasit only designating 
the place where the money should be deposited for 
| safe-keeping. 

Tue honorable letter-writer, (said Mr. P.,) from 
whom he had made sundry quotations, had pro- 
pounded to the people of Mississippi a series of in- 
terrogatories, which he read, and begged leave to 
answer in theirorder. Mr. P. said, if an apology 
was due for occupying the time of the House in 
responding to newspaper scribblers, it might be 
found in the fact that he stood by himself in sup- 
port of the Democracy of the State here, and un- 
supported by any of the presses at home. If he 
: should respond by a written communication to that 
renowned letter-writer, there was no certainty of 
its being published in the State which he had the 
honor in part to represent. During the last ses- 
sion of Congress, he said that he wgote several 
letters, and delivered speeches on several important 
: questions, that were published in the city papers, 
and republished in different parts of the Union, 
none of which found their way into the newspa- 
pers of Mississippi. He therefore hoped the House 
would allow him to do an act of justice to himself 
and the Democracy of the State, which, from his 
peculiar situation, he could not otherwise well do. 
In answer to the following interrogatory— 

‘How do the people of Mississippi stand 
| ‘affected in relation to the removal of the public 
| © deposites ?”? $ 
| Mr. P. said thatthe Democracy of Mississippi 
i stood unmoved and immovable—resolved to sacri- 
| fice “t their lives, their fortune, and their sacred 
| honor,” in defence of those rights and privileges 
handed down to them by their fathers, rather than 
permit themselves to be made the slaves and vas 
‘sals of an irresponsible ¢orporation, wielding a 
i moneyed power which already shook our institu- 
| tions to the centre, and threatened to break down 
| the Constitution, trample on the laws, and pros- 
: trate the liberties of the people. This, said Mr. 
| P., is the way the great mass of the people, the 
i working-men of the State, stand, and the way 
į: they will continue to stand, even if the pecuniary 
| distress should be greater than at present. There 
_ is, however, said Mr. P., another party, differ- 
: ently situated, and differently affected. The Fed- 
| eralists of 98, of alien and sedition law memory— 
| the anti-war party, of Hartford Convention mem- 
i| ory—the old aristocracy of the State—the Na- 
i| tional Republican party—the Bank party, and all 
|; of the discordant materials (not exceeding one- 
1; fourth of the State) who have uniformly opposed 
: the measures of the present Administration, (ex- 
: cepting the proclamation and enforcing bill,) ‘stand 
: affected” in favor of rechartering the United States 
| Bank, and, consequently, in favor of restoring the 
deposites. Not an original Jackson-man was there 
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among them, excepting a few of the followers of | 
that ingenious politician who had recently invented | 
a mode by which these opposed to the bank on | 
constitutional grounds can consistently vote for a 
recharter of thatinstitution, and a few disappointed 
old Federalists who crept into the Democratic 
ranks for the sake of office. ‘These, said Mr. P., 
are the individuals who are following in the wake 
of their leaders, and responding to the inflamma- 
tory panic speeches of Congress by passing 
distress resolutions at public meetings, for the pur- 
pose of influencing the action of this House. The , 
question before the people of the United States is 
the same now, said Mr. P., that it has been ever 
since the adoption of the Constitution, between | 
the Federalistsand Republicans—Dbetweenthe Aris- : 
tocracy and Democracy—between those who are 

in favor of enlarging the powers of the General | 


Government, by implication, and these who are |. 


for confining it within the limits prescribed by the 
Constitution. Gentlemen might disguise it as they 
would, that, he said, was the real state of the 
question, y 
“ Do they believe good or evil is to come of it?” 


Mr. P. said that if their representatives did not ʻi 


violate the trust reposed in them, and forfeit the ' 


confidence of the people who sent them there, by |! 


voting for a restoration of the deposites, and a | 
recharter of the bank, they believed that the great | 
cause of the ‘evil’? would expire by limitation, | 
and that ** good” would eventually ** come of it.” | 
Mr. P. read from the same paper the following 
interrogatories: 

‘ Do they, or do they not feel that something is 
‘ wrong, in relation to the money operations of the 
‘country? Do they, or do they not feel that a 
‘blow has, from some quarter or other, fallen upon | 
‘and paralyzed their best interests? Do they trace | 
‘the fall in price, and stagnation in the operations 
‘of the great staple of our country, to any par- 
“ticular cause, and if so, what is it?” 

The people of Mississippi (said Mr. P.) do be- 
lieve that something is legally and morally wrong 
in relation to the moneyed operations of the coun- 
try; and that wrong, they believe, consists in de- 
stroying private credit, driving the gold and silver 
out of the country, and collecting the loanable cap- 
ital at one point, and placing it under the control | 
of the Bank of the United States—an institution | 
exempt by law from liabilities to which individuals 
are subject—a corporation clothed with powers 
repugnant tothe fundamental principles of a repub- 
lican Government—a moneyed monopoly upon 
which exclusive privileges have been conferred by 
charter, and an aristocratic institution, under no 
moral obligations, which respects the laws and 
public opinion only so far as is necessary to pro- 
mote its own interest. The democracy of that 
State (continued Mr. P.) do believe that a blow 
has fallen upon and paralyzed their best interests, | 
and that there is a stagnation of business, and fall | 
in the price of the staple of the country. He said, | 
however, that they did not trace the cause to the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, nor to the President of 
the United States, but to the evils of the banking | 
system. They did not believe that the mere trans- 
fer of eight millions of dollars from one bank to 
another could cause such distress, and affect the | 
price of cotton. The brightand cheering prospect : 
afew months ago, described in the resolutions, | 
was, he said, owing to the extensive accommoda- 
tions of the bank during the past year. The effect 
of bank paper, every one would admit, was to | 
drive the gold and silver out of the country. Ex- | 


perience had demonstrated that specie and paper | 


money could not circulate together. As long as 


the bank continued to extend its discounts, money, | 


or that which represented money, was plenty, and | 
the country apparently in a prosperous condition. | 
When the bank curtailed its discounts, the system 
contracted, and the pressure on the community 
was in proportion to the curtailment. This (said | 
Mr. P.)is the effect of the whole system, and the 

necessary consequence of banking operations. i 
What (inquired Mr. P.) were the facts? In the | 
short period of sixteen months, prior to the first | 
day of May, 1832, the bank extended its loans | 
from forty-two to seventy millions of dollars being 
an increase of twenty-eight millions, a much larger 
amount of loans than was ever made by the bank | 
within the same period, since the granting of its : 
charter, 


in answer to the second interrogatory, | 


try wasapparently in a prosperous condition. Du- | 
| ring the months of August and September last, the | 
bank curtailed its loans four millions sixty-six | 


there wasan increase of the public deposites,during | 
that period ,of two millions two hundred and sixty- | 
eight thousand five hundred and four dollars. In 


of six millions three hundred and thirty-four thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty dollars was withdrawn 
: by the Bank of the United States from the busi- 

ness of the country. This curtailment of its loans ! 
and contraction of its issues, (said Mr. P.,) was 

; what caused the price of cotton to fall,and brought | 
` pecuniary distress on the country. 


tion, he said, had been in fact greater than he had 
: named. The policy adopted by the United States 
Bank compelled the State banks to curtail in equal 
proportion. Such was the extraordinary power 
of that institution over, not only a portion of the 
community, but the State banks, and the. whole 
currency of the country. 
entering into an argument at that time on the sub- 
ject, he begged leave to state one fact, which he 
considered conclusive on that point. Whether 


the Nationals, Nullifiers, and Bank party put to- 
gether, could not, be said, induce the intelligent 
people of Mississippi to believe that there would 
have beén any distress or pressure in the money 
market, at this time, if there had been no Bank cf 
the United States. That position admitted, (and 


ernment. ` . 
“ Do they believe that the action of the execu- 
‘tiye branch of Government in relation to the} 


‘ institution, has or has not had an effect upon the ; 


rogatory, (said Mr. P.,) this writer had in the same | 
communication (by mistake, he presumed) fur- | 
nished a full and satisfactory answer. ‘If the | 
“amount of deposites (says the letter-writer) had 

‘been cast into theocean,or disposed ofinany way, 

“Jeaving the bank the full enjoyment ofits chartered | 
‘rights and privileges, its action uninfluenced by | 
* hostility towards it on the part of the Executive, 

“things would have gone on well; and if it had 

“been the sense of the nation that it should have | 
‘died a natural death, its existence would have | 
‘terminated, with its constitution or charter, with- 
“out a struggle, and without affecting the body 
‘ politic in which it had figured as the great moder- 
‘ator of the currency of the country.’’ Here 
(said Mr. B.) is an admission made by this bank 
advocate which overturns every argument adduced 
to show that the present distress in the country is 
produced by the action of “my old friend the 
Gineral,’’ (as this letter-writer calls him,) and not 
by the voluntary and malicious conduct of the 
bank. Mark his words: “ If the amount of the 
“deposites had been cast into the ocean, things 
< would have gone on well ?”’—that is, the mere re- 
moval of the deposites would not have caused any | 
distress in the country, if the bank had not sought 
to revenge itself on the people, for a supposed 
injury done to the institution, by the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, by contracting Its issues, and there- | 
by causing universal distress in all classes of | 
| society throughout the land; that, but for this | 
spirit of revenge, aroused into action by the pre- 

tended hostility of the Executive, “the existence 

| cof the bank would have terminated with its char- 
‘ter, without effecting the body-politic, and that 
‘it would have died a natural death, without a | 
€ struggle,” notwithstanding the removal of the | 
deposites. When it comes to the test, this (said 

Mr. P.) is what they all are bound to admit. But: 
the public moneys were not cast into the ocean; 

they were not thrown away; they were not locked | 
up in the strong box of the Government, for the | 
purpose of oppressing the people; they were placed 

in the State banks, for the accommodation of the | 
community. 


i 
} 
{£ 
| 


thousand one hundred and forty-six dollars, while į! 


the short period of two months the enormous sum || 


The contrac- į: 


Without, however, || 


no man could deny it,) it followed as a necessary | 
consequence that the evil must be traced to the |, 
bank, and not to the executive branch of the Gov- |: 


‘United States Bank, the removal of the public |; 
‘ deposites from, and its declared hostility to, this j; 


« present state of things?’ To this, the last inter- || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
I 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 3 
i He therefore begged 
leave most respectfully to address to the House, 
‘for the benefit of his colleague, a few observa- 
; Hons in relation to the sudden change of public 

sentiment in Mississippi, and the hostile attitude 
which that State had assumed towards the meas- 
ures of the Administration, spoken of in that Hall 
and elsewhere, ` 

[The Spears reminded Mr. P. that it was not 
in order to,speak personally of any member of the 
House. 

Mr. Cace requested that his colleague might be 
allowed to proceed, if the Chair could permit him, 
without too great a violation of order, as he was 
prepared to reply. ` 
| Mr. P. thanked the Chair for the timely admo- 
‘ nition, and his colleague for his polite request in 
: his behalf, and begged Jeave most respectfully to 


i 


i; inform them that he had no intention of violating 


i the rules of the House, as they would have learned, 
if they had been a little more patient. That there 
should be no dispute or misunderstanding about 


|| his allusions, Mr. P. said that he would read from’ 
| 
Ht 


the bank was or was not compelled to pursue that i; his State to which he referred. 
course in self-defence, all the combined powers of | 


| the newspaper the charge against the character of 


| He then read from the ** Richmond W 
| follows: : i 
“ Mississipp1.—This State has assumed án at- 
i *titude of decided hostility to the moon-struck 
| © measures of the Administration. The Natchez 
i € Courier publishes a letter from Mr. Cage, one of 

| t the Representatives of the State in Congress, an- 

t nouncing his purpose of throwing off the tram- 

‘mels of party, and sustaining the interests of the 

“people. Judge Black, of the Senate, elected a 

i «Jackson man, has taken the same decided stand, 

! ©and in both Houses Mississippi is unanimous in 
€ the course, unless Mr. Plummer be an exception, 
‘which the Telegraph regards as doubtful.’ 

: Mr. P. pronounced this statement false. The 

i State of Mississippi has not assumed, he said, 

| an attitude of decided hostility to the measures 

i of the Administration.” If there was any hostil- _ 

i ity on the part of that State to the Administration . 

| on the bank question, it was not among the great 

i mass of the people, for he had already remarked 

| that they stood firmly by the Old Hero, who stood 

| by them in the hour of peril and danger; butit was 

! among those who were elected to sustain him in 

| his efforts to put down a moneyed monopoly, 

| about to enslave the people, and who had -know- 
| ingly and wilfully violated the plighted faith of 

: their constituents, and forfeited the confidence re- 

| posed in them by the much abused people of Mis- 

i sissippi. ; 

Mr. P. referred to another article, stating that 

| “Mr. Cage, of Mississippi, a member of the Hlouse, 

elected as a friend to the Administration, is a friend 

no longer, but speaks loud and strong against it,” 

In order to explain this strange state of things, he 

said, he deemed it necessary for the world to know 

a few facts that he hoped would not be considered 

entirely irrelevant to the subject under considera- 

tion, which he understood to involve, among other 

things, the question of what was public sentiment , 

in Mississippi. His colleague and himself, he 

said, were elected to the stations which they occu- 
pied in August, 1832, immediately after the ad- 
journment of the first session of the 22d Congress. 

The presses in support of the Administration, 

charged a distinguished Senator from that State 

with being hostile to the leading measures of the 

Administration. One of the specifications was, 
that he had voted for the bill to recharter the Uni- 

| ted States Bank, which the President had jast put 

i bis veto upon. The presses in opposition to the 

| Administration charged his colleague, another 

i Senator, with having supported the leading meas- 

| ures of the Administration. One of the specifica- 

i tions was, that he had voted against the bill to 

| recharter the United States Bank. They- were 
toasted at dinners and barbecues got up for the 

| purpose by their respective friends and partisans— 
| the lines of party were distinctly drawn—every 
olitician took sides—there was no equivocation 
allowed—the people advanced boldly up to the 
mark and took their stand—they took their motto 


hig” as 


Mr. P. said he did not claim the right of ad- | 


from the good book, “those who are not for us, 


a 


3 282 


April I, 


are against us.” The people were agitated on the 
question. The excitement was never greater in | 
the State. Mr. P. said that the ‘ whole animal” || 
Jackson men kicked him ont of company, not- | 
withstanding he had been a uniform supporter-of | 
the Administration, because he had been so unfor- 
tunate as to be a native of Massachusetts, and was 
so imprudent as to use the following language ina | 
speech on that floor: “I am no man-worshipper; | 
1 do not belong to the leaders of any of the numer- 

.ous parties who figure upon the political theatre; 

l go for measures and not for men.”’ A higher | 
honor could not, in his opinion, have been confer- | 
red on a native of the “Ancient Commonwealth.” | 

Mr. P. then asked his honorable colleague— 
(however, Mr. P. said, for the purpose of avoid- | 
ing personalities, he would include himself )—he 
then asked the delegation from Mississippi, with 
which party they took sides—with those who sus- 

_ tained the bank and Clay’s land bill, and opposed 
the Administration, or with. those who sustained 
the Administration on those questions? By whom 
(said Mr. P., addressing himself to his colleague, 
in. an emphatic tone) were we supported—by those 
who sustained the bank, or by those who sus- | 
tained the Administration? When the Jackson | 
presses urged our pretensions on the ground that | 
we were more of Jackson men than our opponents, 
and made an appeal to the partialities and pre- | 
judices of the people, exhorting them to rally at 
the polls, and give their votes for us, who were | 
the ‘personal and political friends of the hero of 
New Orleans in preference to one whose motto | 
was ‘measures and not men;’’ what, he asked, | 
was the course of his honorable colleague, (and 
himself?) ‘ 

Did we mount the -stump and tell the people 
that we would not’ wear ‘party trammels,” that 
we would not be under the influence of “ party 
discipline,” that we would not bow ‘at the shrine 
of party,” and that we would not pledge himself to 
support the measures of the Administration, right 
or wrong, like an independant man resolved not | 
to be trammedled 2 or did we, under these circum- 
stances, teli the people that we was a native of 
Tennessee, from the same neighborhood, and per- 
sonally acquainted with the President; that Gen- 
eral Jackson had known us intimately from his | 
infancy; had often dandled him on his knee in 
childhood; and that we, while yet a boy, had fol- 
lowed him to the tented field, and fought by his 
side in his country’s defence, when he achieved 
those victories and won those laurels which placed 
him in the chair of State; and that therefore they 
could not question his Jacksonism? And for fear | 


j 
i 
t 


| 
ti 
| 


that additional evidence would be wanting, did we 
| 


not shed tears in speaking of his ‘old friend, the |! 
General?’ In short, did we not take advantage 
of the peculiar state of excitement existing at that 
time, and ride into Congress on the popularity of 
General Jackson? He said that he could readily 
answer these questions if certain that it would be 
in order to do so; but as he was an orderly man, 
he would leave that for the rest of the delegation. |} 
Admitting them to be answered in the affirmative, 
what do they prove, said Mr. P.? They prove | 
(he continued) one of two things; either that we 
pledged himself to the people of the State to vote 
for the measures of the Administration generally, 
or that we would sustain such leading measures 
of the Administration in particular, as were then | 
under discussion and consideration before the peo- 
ple of the State. Efe cared not, he said, which we 
meant; the people understand us as being, at least, 
tacitly pledged to oppose the bank. | 
Mr. P. said, if an apology was due to the House 
for having treated a letter-writer with so much 
respect, it must be found in the fact that he had | 
no other way of disabusing the public mind. He 
hoped that the newspapers would do the people of 
Mississippi the justice to give his remarks a circu- 
lation as extensive as the letter-writers had the | 
slanders to which he had referred. With regard to 
the merits of the main question, he had intended | 
to embrace the opportunity then offered to express | 
himself fully, but the feeble state of his health | 
would not admit of it at that time; he should there- 
fore defer it, and seek some other occasion, on the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. P. protested against any intention of disre- 
spect to any one; repeated that he had a high regard | 
personally for the individuals who composed the 


of great embarrassment in their business, &e. | 


; inhabitants of Bristol county, Massachusetts, rep- 


| which they complain. 


i to be 


| resolutions adopted by the citizens of Boston, at | 


try and the cause of it, not distinctly heard by the 
reporter, and earnestly contended thatno man who 
was well versed in the banking operations could 
attribute it to any cause other than the pernicious | 
and baneful operations of the banking system, 
which he feared would some day destroy the Gov- | 
ernment. -He concluded by declaring that it was 
with wounded feelings of national pride that he 
heard it gravely asserted by intelligent, and he 
believed patriotic gentlemen, on that floor, that 
the Government could not exist, nor the various 
branches of industry prosper without the aid of 
the United States Bank, or some other similar 
moneyed corporation, to afford facilities and regu- 
late the currency of the country. If the body 
politic, said he, was so debilitated; if the energies 
of the people were reduced so low that they could 


not continue to exist withouta moneyed monopoly | 


to lean upon for support, it was evidence to him 
that they were prepared for slavery; it was time 
that they, had a master; they were, in his opinion, | 
unworthy of that rich inheritance handed down to 
them by the patriots of the Revolution; they were 
incapable of self-government. 

Mr. CAGE briefly replied, when the resolu- | 


tions were laid on the table, and ordered to be! 


printed. 
Mr. KAVANAGH presented amemorial signed 
by inhabitants of Bath, in the State of Maine, com- 
plaining of the present stagnation of business, 
which they attribute to the removal of the public 
deposites. He remarked, thatalthough he felt great 
regret in differing from so respectable a portion of 
his constituents in some of the views which they 
presented, yet it gave him great pleasure to assure 
the House that their memorial was couched in | 


language becoming them as highly respectable citi- |; 


zens, and the body which they addess—that it 
was altogether free from those harsh crimmmations | 
which characterize many of the communications 
on the same subject which have been addressed to 
the House. The memorialists, with great candor, 
suggest the course which they believe necessary 
to relieve the country from the embarrassments of 


On motion of Mr. KAVANAGH, the memorial 
Ne read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
table. : 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial, praying the 
restoration of the public deposites from sundry 
citizens of the town of Somersworth. Read, 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS presented the memorial of 370 | 
citizens of the town of Adams, in the county of | 
Berkshire, Massachusetts, praying the restoration 
of the deposites, and representing the prevalence 


Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. | 
Mr. BAYLIS presented a memorial from 2,429 : 


resenting that all business in that county labors 
under unexampled embarrassment, and suggest- 
ing, as a remedy for the evil, the restoration of the 
deposites, and the extension of the bank charter 
for two years, Read, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BAYLIES also presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, in relation to the improvement of the navi- 
gation of Taunton river. Read, and referred. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from citi- | 
zens of the town of Lynn, praying the restoration | 
of the deposites, and the recharter of the United | 
States Sank Read, laid on the table, and ordered 
printed. | 
Mr. OSGOOD said he had to present certain | 


one of the largest meetings ever held, remonstra- | 
ling against any restoration of the deposites, and | 
against the rechartering of the bank, as well as į 
professing their determination to support the Ex- || 
ecutive in their measures to employ the agency of |i 
the State banks, and to restore to the country a | 
metallic currency. He called for the reading of H 
the memorial and resolutions. ° i 

They were accordingly read, ordered to be |! 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. BURGES presented a memorial, which he | 
said was signed by a majority of the voters in Pat- 


ASI 
| Providence county, Rhode Island. 

Mr. PEARCE remarked that he had received 
some communications in relation to this latter 
memorial, which he desired should be read. 

Mr. BURGES said he would not object, 

The letters were read, and there were in them 
; sundry charges that the memorial was not signed 
exclusively by the inhabitants of the place from 
whenceit purported to come; thatit wasimproperly 
| got up for political objects, &e. 

: Mr. BURGES asked whose signature was to 
! one of the letters read ? 

Mr. PEARCE informed him it was by Mr. 
: Owney Ballou. 

Mr, BURGES pronounced it a forgery. : 
Mr. PEARCE asked and obtained leave of the 
l: House to address a few remarks in defence of the 
statements contained in the letters, as well as their 
|| authenticity: upon which a debate ofa very length- 
ened and recriminatory character arose between 
the two honorable members from Rhode Island, in 
which the local politics of the State were discussed, 
but which we are obliged to defer for the present. 
i Tt was finally arrested by a successful motion of 
Mr. EVANS to have the memorial laid on the 
table; and it was ordered to be printed with the 


'| others presented. 


Mr. BURGES then presented another memorial 
' ofthe same tenor from inhabitants of Newport; 
which was read, ordered to be printed, and laid 


i! on the table. 


And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, April 1, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
| tbe United States, by Mr Donexson, his private 
Secretary, transmitting a report from the Secretary 
of State on the subject of preventing the counter- 
feiting of foreign coin. 


| Mr. WRIGHT asked leave to present to the 
| Senate a report from the minority of the select 
committee to whom was referred the credentials 


|| of the Elon. Mr. Roznins and the Hon. Mr. Por- 


| TER, sach claiming a seat as a Senator from Rhode 
| Island. 

Mr. POINDEXTER inquired whether this waa 
ja substantive view taken of the. subject, or a 
| response toa reportofthe committee. He objected 
to anything but a substantive view of the ques- 
tion on the part of the minority. He had been 
told (he had not seen it) that the paper was a 
response, in. the shape of a speech or argument, to 
| the report of the committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not wish the gentleman to 
be in doubt about the report. He answered, that 
the paper was both a substantive view of the ques- 
tions involved, and also a response to the positions 
assumed by the majority of the committee in their 
report. He was entirely unacquainted with the 
practice of the Senate on such subjects, but the 
practice of the House of Representatives was, that 
a minority wasauthorized to make areport. When 
the majority made their report, he distinctly stated 
he desired to avoid the duty of making a minority 
report unless it was acceptable to the Senate. But 
under expressions from different sides of the 
Flouse, he then said he would present his own 
| views, and he had done so. He had not intruded 
| upon the Senate. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN thought a presenta- 
tion of the substantive views of the gentleman was 
as far as the Senator could go. He was wiling 
that a minority of a committee should have an 
| opportunity of making known their own views, 
| but not to take up the majority report and tear it 
| to pieces, because it would be putting them in the 
i back ground. He hoped the gentleman from New 
York would give such a direction to the subject as 
to enable him to give his own views on general 
principles, and then subject them to the consider- 
ation of the Senate. 

Mr. SPRAGUE was willing and desirous that 
the gentleman should present his views; but that 
it should be done in the same manner, aud in the 
same character, as the report of the majority 


erson, New Jersey, praying the restoration of the 


which was presented. It was going very far, 
when a select committee made their report, to 
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permit an individual member of the committee to `i 


make an answer to the report presented, by way 
of counter report. 


Mr. EWING, in order to give an opportunity to | 
examine the paper, moved to lay the motion on the | 


table for the present; which wasagreel to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 


nication from the Governor of Michigan, relative || 
to the southern boundary of said territory; which, |: 


on motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from sun- | 
dry citizens of Arkansas Territory; which was | 
referred to the select committee on the admission | 


of Michigan and Arkansas into the Union. 


On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the 


g 


Senate took up the bill making appropriation for 


repair and completion of the Cumberland Road ` 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and filinoix. | 


Mr. HENDRICKS moved an amendment to 


apply a portion of the appropriation to building : 


toll-gates and*toll-houses on the road. 


Mr. POINDEXTER opposed the application of : 


the money to any purpose but the repair of the 
road. 


Mr. HENDRICKS said he opposed the amend- 


ment, because the act of the Legislature of Penn- 


sylvania contemplated the taking of the road, 
when the toll-gates and houses were put up. 


Mr. CLAYTON opposed the whole biil on ` 


principle. The improvement system was design- 


ed as a national system; and this proposed cession `; 
to the States through which the road passed, || 
would be destructive of this great principle, if 


the States were to exercise unlimited jurisdiciucn | k SPARD f 
J a | Oa mouon of Mir. MERCER, it was suspended. | 


over it. ; 
Mr. EWING replied, that it would not be giving 


the exclusive jurisdiction over the road tọ the State, | 


Congress still retained. its power over it. The 
States were the agents of the General Government. 
They were to take only enough tolls for repairing 
the road. lt must go out of repair, or the States 
must take it under their control. 


Mr. FRELINGHUOYSEN thought this was one . 


of the most substantial improvements of the Gen- 
eral Government. Ii was a highly national ob- 


ject, and to stop it now, would be sounding the ; 


funeral knell of the system; and, therefore, he was 
not in favor of it. 
the reports on the subject, that by a further ex- 


penditure of $600,000 or $700,000, 1t could be put | 


incomplete order, and then the States would take 
it under their coutrol. 

After some further remarks, Mr. HENDRICKS 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr.. PRESTON then made some remarks in 
opposition to the biil, and then offered the follow- 
ing amendment to the appropriation: 

“ Provided, The States of Maryland and Penn- 

sylvania consent to receive those portions of the 
‘road passing through their respective territories, 
“upon the said sum of $300,000 putting the said 
* road in repair.” 

Mr. WILKINS opposed the amendment, be- 
cause it-would tend to defeat thebill. He did not 
know how the consent of the States could be 
obtained. 
take the road, and he doubted not they would do 
so. 


After some further remarks by Messrs. CLAY, : 
EWING, and KANE, the amendment was dis- | 


agreed to. 


The question on ordering the bill to be engrossed | 
and read a third time, recurring, it was decided as | 


follows: 


Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Linn, | 


Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Southard, Tipton, Wagganian, 
Wilkins—20. 


NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, May 
ton, Forsyth, Hill, King of Alabama, King of i; 
Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Nau- : 


dain, Preston, Shepley, Smith, Spregue, Swift, 
‘Tomlinson, Tyler, White, and Wright—22, 


Mr. SOUTHARD moved that the Committee | 


on Naval Affairs be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the city author- 
ities of Charleston, South Caroling, for the estab- 
lishment of a naval hospital, and that it be rerer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce; which was 
agreed to. 


He had reason to believe, from | 


We must trust to their good faith to |: 


jamin Adams & Co., and others, praying the 

remission of execss en certain duties; b 

referred to the Committee on Finance. 
On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, 
The Senate adjourned. 


which was 


H HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
il Tuespay, April 1, 1834. 


i tation of foreigu counterfeit com. 
On motion of Mr. CAMSRELENG, the report 
and message were referrea co the Committee on the 
© Judiciary. 
Mr. J). Q. ADA 
| sent of the flouse to present a petition. 
There not being ac 
; was moved by Mr. LYTLE. 
' The House réfusec—ayes 21, noes 34. 
A quorum having in tne interim, come into the 
| Hovse— 


| jecied to. 


rule, for the purpose of receiving petitions gener 
ally. Negatuved. : 

Mr. GREN NELL moved a call of the House; 
which prevailed—yeas 101, nays 18. 

The coll was proceeded witb; aud, 


Mr. ADAMS then obiuincd leave to present the 
petiuion of sundry inhabitants cf Scituate, Marsh- 
field, flanover, and Peravroke, Piymouth evunty, 
Massachaseits, praying thut thé navigation of the 


North river, iu that State, Le improved by cut, 


ling a canai from the northeast bend, below Wiiis’s 
}siand, to the wwa of Sctiuate. Referred to the 
Commitice on Roads aud Cenais. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then renewed his motion to 
suspend the rule gencrally, for the presentation of 
i; pelitions, and dem. nded the yeas and nays thereon; 
| which having been orderce, the House refused to 
» suspend the 1ule—ycus 62, nays 84. 

Mr. CHANEY reporced a biil tor the relief o 
Wiliam Slocum. 


i 
tt 
i| 
I 
to the sarveyor of Town Creek, Maryland. 
i Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
f and Canals, to whom was referred the bills from 
|i the Senate to sid in the construction of certain 
| roads in the Territory of Michigan, reported the 
: same without aneudmert; and the bili was com- 
! mitted. 


: further consideration of the petition of John Lawe; 


i and leave was given the petiuoner to withdraw his i; 


i petition. A 
i Mr. CARR, from the same committee, asked 


i - toe 
|) withdraw their petition. 


resumed as the unfinished business. 


Mr 


ii one o’clock, without concluding, when the special 
order of the day was announced. 

j THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 
£ The House resumed the consideration of the 


‘aud Meeus, together with Mr. WiLpe’s amend- 
ment thereto, declaring the reasons offered by the 


. 1 deposites to be unsatisfactory and insufficient. 
Mr. HARDIN, who had the floor from Friday 


4 
zi 


_ remarks upon the relative position of diferent par 
ies in regard to this question. ile thought (he 


Mr. SILSBEE presented the memorial of Ben- | 


The SPEAKER laid before the Fluusea written | 
communicauon irom the President of the United + 
States, eesuiitting-a report irom the Secretary of - 
| State relative to measures for preventing the coun- | 
terfeiuing of coin, and fur preventing Lie impor- | 


MS asked the unanimous con- | 


rum m the flouse,a call ; 


Mr. ADAMS renewed his application, Ob- | 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the | 


pi 
Ri 
Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on | 
ommerce, reported a bul granting compensation |} 


| Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private ; 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the | 


leave to be discharged from the further consider- į 
‘ation of the petition of Augusiin Grignon and | 
| others; and leave was granted said petitioners to |: 


i The consideration of the bill to provide for 
the settlement of certain revolutionary claims was : 


{ARSHALL resumed the speech in sup- 
port of the bill, which he commenced some weeks | 
| ago, when the subject was last up, aud spoke thil 


YEAS—Meessrs. Benton, Bibb, Clay, Ewing, | 


resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways : 
Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the : 


last, spcke in support of the amendment, and in: 
| opposition to the resolutions, as reported. Before : 
| calting the attention of the House to the report of 
i ihe committee, Mr. IJ. made some preiimmary 


283 
said) that there was nothing unnatural in the union 
of the National Republicans with the State-Rights 
party on this qaestion. . He knew of nothing iñ- 
consistent or incompatible with the acts or doings 
of either perty in the present union against the 
Kixecutive. He was only surprised that their 
unanimity was not more perfect, and that there 
was a solitary instance of a State-Rights man sup- 
i! porting the doctrines of the President. ‘The two 
|| parties might differ again, as they have differed 
|; heretofore, in regard to the tariff, the question on 
discriminating duties, &c.; but, on the present 
occasion, when a vital principle of the Constitu- 
tion was boldly invaded, they must necessarily 
unite. He viewed the charge of an unnatural 
coalition of parties against-the Administration, as 
a manguvre to divert the attention of the people 
from the real issue. 

: The Committee of Ways and Means had prom- 
ii ised, when they should get possession of this sub- 


| 
i 
| 


ox 


|| ject, to eviscerate it, and lay it fully before the 
ii House. Some gentlemen remarked, at the time, 

i that the report would thereby rézho the letter of 
| the Secretary; and so it had turned out. - But one 
| thing be gave the committee great credit for. He 
| never saw a master-stroke of policy that he did 
not do it justice. He alluded to the subject intro- 
duced in the first resolution—the declaration that’ 
the Bank cf the United States ought not to be 
_rechartered. Heasked, who had aright to present, 
that proposition to the House? T'he ‘corporation 
ji being composed, principally, of private stockhold- 
| ers, we had no right to renew their chartér unless 
ji they applied to us for it. ‘Why, then, was the 
i| question introduced? Because the committee knew 

| that some States ot the Union which were opposed 

to the course of the President in regard to the 
ii deposites, were also oppcsed to a national bank, 
Mr. H. took up the constitutionality of the bank, 
: and pursued the topic at greatlength. He examined 

it as an original question by former Adminis- 
i trations and the decisiors of the Supreme Court. 
‘It was the right and duty of Congress, he con- 
i ended, to regulate the currency. Congress were 
; required to maintain an army,anavy,and an exten- 
: sive civil list. dn ordinary times, these expenses 
may amount to twenty or thirty millions, and, in 
time of war, to sixty ora hundred millions, which 
sams must be annually raised and disbursed by 
Congress. Congress had power to use expedient 
and competent means to carry these powers into 
| effect. They had the power to regalate the cur- 
rency, to sustain armies, navies, anda civil ist, 
ij and defray the national debt.. What: kind of 
i| means had Congress to effect these leading ob- 
jects? What means had Congress the right ‘to 
resort to for such purposes? Any means, he 
contended, could be used which were conducive 
to the end. Congress was not confined to express’ 
means, but could devise means from implication. 
They were not confined to. indispensable means, 
but could select means which were convenient. 
‘Tn fine, be contended that any means were within 
the scope of the powers of Congress, which would 
conduce to carry into effect the powers of Con- 
gress, 

Mr. H. argued that the means of raising and 
disbursing revenue by a national bank were fully 
| within the constitutional power of Congress, be- 
: cause no other means would answer the purpose 

so well. The Bank of the United States had en- 
‘abled the Government to manage its fiscal affairs 
without loss or inconvenience, and he entered into 
a long series of remarks to show that a metallic - 
currency was impracticable ard undesirable, and 
that the State banks could not be relied upon as 
: safe depositories of the public money, or as faith- 
': ful agents for its disbursement. He then viewed 
the question of the constitutionality of the bank in 
: reference to authority and precedent. There ought 
to be some mode, he contended, to settie disputed 
constitutional questions, and he went into the his- 
tory of the bank, to show that the question of its 
constitutionality had been solemnly affirmed and 
established, and was no longer to be questioned. 
‘Fe read extracts from the veto message, from 
which he argued that General Jackson was fully 
: committed in favor of the constitutionality of à 
national bank. Mr. H. here remarked that the 
Globe-man, with whom he was well acquainted, 
‘and who he liked very well bimself, (he said, ) 
though many others did-not, bad notified him that 
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if he made a speech on. this question, he would 
publish in the Globe the speech which he (Mr. 
M.) made in 1816 against the bank. Having due 
notice, he might as well explain that matter now, 
for if he was handled in the Globe, as the Senators 
sometimes were, he was fully aware it would not 
be with silk gloves. He did oppose the incorpo- 
ration of the Bank of the United States, because 
he considered its capital as too large, and because 
he apprehended thatit would have a baneful influ- 
ence on the liberties of the country, and the purity 
ofour institutions. His fearful forebodings had not 
been realized. The bank had refused to become 
a political tool to any party. It had been attempted 
_ (he said) to render the bank subservient to the 
views of the Administration in the same manner | 
as the Post Office Department was. He spoke of | 
the number of mail contractors, &c., under the 
influence of the department, forming a disciplined 
corps, every member of which wore a collar, with 
the inscription of ‘* Andrew Jackson, his dog.” | 
The bank alone had stood out, and the vengeance 
of the party—not of the party, for nine-tenths of 
them were as respectable as any menin the world— 
but the vengeance of some of the party managers 
was poured out upon the bank, because it would 
not do—what? Because it would not contribute | 
ita aid to the plan of merging all the powers of the 
Government in the executive power. His fears 
had not been realized. Few men, when taken up | 
to the top of a high mountain, and tempted with į 
the offer of wealth and power, would say, “Get | 
thee behind me, Satan.” None but Biddle and | 
Duane had withstood thetempter. He had voted | 
against the bank in 1816, because he then thought | 
it unconstitutional. Then, he was a young and 
inexperienced member: He had since reviewed 
that opinion, and reversed it. It afforded him | 
pleasure to retract the opinion, and he wished to | 
God that General Jackson could find the same | 


deposites, Ele had no pride of opinion to sustain, 
and no interest to promote, in deciding the ques- | 


tion. He had never had any connection with the | 
bank in any way. Ele had been employed in one ! 


or two causes against the bank, and in one for it. 
Efe retracted his opinion because he believed it 
was an erroneous opinion, and because he believed 


pleasure in retracting his steps and restoring the | Y9 În the same pursuits, and by the fact.that this 


|| have never extended to personal separation, for | 


that his constituents and State wished the baak to 
be rechartered. 

Mr. Ti. then proceeded.to discuss, at length, the | 
expediency of rechartering the bank, as a measure | 
for regulating the currency. 

About three o’elock, Mr. FI. gave way toa | 
motion to adjourn; and Mr. McCOMAS moved an 
adjournment. 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, 

* Mr. McCOMAS withdrew his motion; and Mr. 
ILARDIN proceeded. 

At half past three, Mr. EY. yielded the floor to 
Mr, CHILTON, who moved an adjournment, 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays; and 
ther wero ordered, 

‘he question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided in the negative: . i 

Yeas 68, nays 82. 

Mr. HARDIN resumed, and spoke till ten min- 
utes past four, upon the reasons of the Secretary 
for removing the deposites; when he yielded the 
floor to ; j 

Mr. CHILTON, who moved an adjournment. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
determined in the negative—yeas 76, nays 84, 

Mr. HARDIN resumed, and felt flattered (he | 
said) at the decision of the House, as it showed 
that the House was fascinated with his speech. 
He went on for a few minutes, and 

Mr. CLARKE moved an adjournment. 

Mr. GILLET called for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered. | 

Mr. MERCER proposed to amend the motion, 
by. inserting the hour. 
` Mr. FOOT (Speaker pro tem.) said this was in 
the pleasure of the House. 

__ Mr. POLK rose to order. He wished to know 
if such a motion could be submitted, the member 
from Kentucky not having given way. 

Mr. FOOT understood the member to havegiven 
way. : 

The motion prevailed—yeas 82, nays 80, an 

The House adjourned. t aT A 


l 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| ing, by wearing crape round the left arm for thirty” i 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 2, 1834. 


Mr. WHITE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of yesterday upon the rejection of the Cum- || 
berland road bill. i 

Messrs. WHITE, CLAY, SPRAGUE, and | 
KING of Alabama, briefly expressed the reasons |; 
which should actuate them in the vote they were | 
about to give. . 

The question on reconsideration, on motion of | 
Mr. PRESTON, was taken by yeas and nays. 

Y EAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, Ewing,Grundy, 
Hendricks, Kane, King of Alabama, Knight, 
Lion, McKean, Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, White, Wilkins, Wright—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Hill, King 
of Georgia, Leigh, Moore, Preston, and Tyler—8. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, the bill was recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


! 
l 
i 
i 
| 
1i 
L 
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A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Franzin, their Clerk, trans- 
mitting the following order: 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
to notify that body of the death of James Brain, || 
late one of the Representatives from the State of.) 
South Carolina, and that his funeral will take | 
place this day, at four o’clock in the afternoon, | 
from the Hall of the House of Representatives. |! 


Mr. PRESTON said I am sure thé Senate will | 
sympathize with me in those emotions of profound 
sorrow with which I rise to propose the customary 
resolutions upon suchanevent. Thesuddendeath 
of General Brar, in the vigor of life, and in the 
midst of its most strenuous pursuits, cannot fail to 
impress all minds with the most solemn feelings, | 
which to us are enhanced by his association with | 


| is the second instance this session of euch an awful | 
and sudden dispensation of Providence. We, his | 
colleagues of the South Carolina delegation, lament | 
his loss—not the less that he has differed with us | 
in some points of public policy. Such differences 


| each has excused the zeal of the other by a mu- | 
tual and equal acknowledgment of zeal, and God } 


a moment the sad current of feeling which now 'i 
passes through my heart. To whatever the de- 


of intellect. His country and his constituents | 
have to mourn the loss of these qualities at this | 
important juncture of our affairs, and upon me | 
devolves the melancholy duty of moving the fol- | 
lowing resolution: i] 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend the fune- | 
ralof the Honorable James Brain, late a member | 
of the House of Representatives from the State 
of South Carolina, at the hour of four o’clock this | 


evening; and as a testimony of respect for the | 
memory of the deceased, they will go into mourn- | 


days. 
‘The resolution was adopted unaaimously. 4 
On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 
The Senate adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ; 
Wenpvespay, April 2, 1834. 

After the Journal was read— 

Mr. McDUFTFIE said: 

Mr. Sreaxer: I rise to discharge a painful and 
melancholy duty, by announcing the death of Gen- 
eral James Brai, a Representative from the State i 
of South Carolina, The occurrenées of the few | 
last weeks furnish to us all an impressive and || 
awfuladmonition ofthe precarious tenure by which | 
we hold this fleeting and feverish existence, while || 
we are but too prone to act as if it would never | 
have an end. Scarcely have our feelings recovered | 
from the violence of the shock produced by the hi 
extraordinary and unexampled spectacle of oneof | 
our number falling dead before our eyes, while in 
the act of addressing the House on a great ques- 
tion of deep and absorbing interest, when we are | 
summoned to pay the last melancholy offices of 
humanity to another, whose death was equally 


| 


| forbid that any such difference should impede for |} 


Mr. Speaker, I never have been able to feel, 
that on occasions -of this kind, panegyric is an 
appropriate tribute to the memory of the dead. 
They are beyond the reach of praise; and it is not 
by this that they are judged, either in this world 
orthe next, Biographical details, however brief, 
are, in my opinion, not more appropriate. Where 
the deceased is unknown, they are seldom of any 
interest. His name should be his epitaph: and 
however blank it may appear to the vacant eye of 
the passing stranger, it willalways have power to 
call up the recollection of his virtues in the bosom 
of friendship, and the tear of undissembled sorrow 
in the eye of affection—offerings more grateful 
and congenial to the disembodied spirit than the 
proudest monument which human art can erect, 
or the most pompous eulogium which human 
eloquence can pronounce. - Without saying more, 
sir, | now ask the House to bestow upon the 
memory of the deceased the customary testimo- 
nials of respect, by adopting the resolutions I hold 
in my hand. ‘ 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 


| attend the funeral of the late James Brar, at four 
: o’clock, this afternoon, 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of James BLAIR, 
deceased, late a member of this House from the 


i State of South Carolina. 


Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify their respect for the memory of Jamzs 
Buair, by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty 
days. 

‘The resolutions were adopted. 

The usual notification thereof having been or- 
dered to be sent to the Senate, . 

On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, 

The House then adjourned. 


Messrs. McDUFFIE, WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio, SPEIGHT, THOMAS of Louisiana, GIL- 
MER, BOON, and BRIGGS, were appointed a 
committee to conduct the funeral ceremonies. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 3, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary, transmitting communications from the 


i| ceased addressed himself, he brought uncommon i Governors of the States of New York and New 


| 
if 
f ` | 
i| force of character, firmness of purpose, and vigor | 
| 


Jersey, relating to the settlement of the boundary 
lines of those States, 


Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial signed 
by about four hundred freemen of the county of 


| Chittenden, Vermont, praying a restoration of the 


public deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the follow- 
ing communication from the Secretary of the 


|| Treasury, responsive to Mr. Ciay’s resolution of 
i| the 3lst March: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
April 3, 1834. ? 

Sır: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate 
of the 31st ultimo, requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury ‘to report to the Senate what amount 
‘ of public money is now on deposite in the Union 
‘ Bank of Maryland, when and on what account it 
‘was deposited, and also, whether any treasury 
‘drafts, contingent, or other, have been, during 
‘the month of March, 1834, furnished to the said . 
‘bank, or at any time heretofore to the Bank of 
‘Maryland, for any and what purpose; and that ` 
‘he likewise report what amount of stock in the 
‘ capital of the said Union Bank was held by R.B. 
‘ Taney, Esq., when the said bank was selected ag 
‘one of the banks to receive on deposite the public 
‘money, and what amount of the said stock he 
‘now holds,” I have the honor to transmit here- 
with a statement (marked A to U) of the public 
money deposited in the Union Bank of Maryland, 
showing when it was deposited and on what ac- 
count. The difference between the balance tothe 
credit of the Treasurer, in his statement, and in 
that furnished by the bank, arises from warrants 
which have been issued by the Treasurer on the 
bank, but which have not yet been presented for 
payment, and a deposite to his credit since the last 


sudden. 


weekly return. 
s 


1834. 
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No Treasury drafts, contingent or other, were 
furnished to the Union Bank of Maryland during 
the month of March, 1834. And no transfer draft 
of any description, contingent or other, has ever 
been furnished to the Bank of Maryland since I 
came into office. 

In answer to that part of the resolution which 
calls for information as to the amount of stock held 

“by Roger B. Taney in the Union Bank of Mary- 
land, * when the said bank was selected as one of 
‘the banks to receivein deposite the public money, 
‘and what amount of the said stock he now holds,” 
I have the honor to state, that, inasmuch as the 
inquiry does not embrace the stocisholders gener- 
ally, bat is confined to the stock of a particular 
individual, it must, by necessary implication, be 
understood as pointing the inquiry to.the motives 
which influenced the individual named in the 
transactions he may have had in the stock of the 
said bank; and, under such circumstances, it is 
due to his official relations to the Senate, and to 
tue public, that his motives in any such trangac- 
tions should be fully and clearly disclosed. I 
therefore transmit to the Senate a copy of a letter 
from this department to the President of the Union 
Bank of Maryland, dated the 31st day of March, 
1834, apprizing him of the information required 
by the Senate, requesting him.to forward to the 
department a statement of the amount of stock in 
the Union Bank of Maryland held by Roger B. 
Taney at the time the deposites were removed— 
time at which it was purchased—and the amount 
now held by him—and the original private letter 
of Roger B. Taney, authorizing him to sell certain 
shares of stock which were lately sold. 

Also, the letter from the President of the Union 
Bank of Maryland, in reply, dated April 1, 1834, 
enclosing the statements and papers above-men- 
tioned, which are herewith transmitted, and are as 
follows: 

1. The statement of the cashier, showing that at 
the time of the selection of the said bank as one of 
the banks to receive in deposite the public money, 
Roger B. Taney held, in the stock of the said bank, 
seventy-one full shares and four half shares, the 
par value of which amounted to $5,475. ‘hat the 
Jast of these shares were purchased by him on the 
12:h of May, 1831, before he received any appoint- 
ment under the Government of the United States; 
and that he now holds sixty-three full shares of 
stock in the said bank, showing that eight full 
shares and four half-shares, which were held by 
him at the time the deposites were removed, were 
sold and transferred on the 20th February, 1834. 

2, The original private letter of Roger B. Taney, | 
of the 18ih February, 1834, to the President of the 
Union Bank, directing so many shares to be sold, 
for the purpose of paying the debt therein men- 


tioned, as might be necessary for that purpose, 
and the balance of the shares to be returned to 
him; and the affirmation of the President of the 
Union Bank that he sold, under the power of attor- 
ney mentioned in that letter, eight full shares, and | 
four half shares, and returned to Roger B. Taney 
a certificate of the remaining one share. ‘The let- 
ter states the certificate sent to the president of the | 
bank at nine full shares; the affirmation of the 
president of the bank shows that it contained nine 
full shares and four half shares, the half shares 
being omitted in the letter, but included in the 
power of attorney to sell. 

I also transmit herewith the original letter, dated 
15th February, 1834, from Sonserville Pinkney, 


Esq., of the city of Annapolis, the counsel for the | 
creditor to whom the debt was due from Roger B. | 


Taney, ag trustee, requesting the payment of the 
said debt. : 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respect! 
your obedient servant, R. B. TANEY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Martis Vay BUREN, 
Vice President of the United States, 
~ and President of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr: CLAY, the communication 
and accompanying documents were ordered to he 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- ! 


nication from the Department of State, transmitting | 


H >. 
an account of the number of passengers wno ar- 


fully, | 


rived in the United States from foreign countries 
during the year 1833; which, 


; and New Jersey, was ordered to be printed. 


Oa motion of Mr. SPRAGUE, was lai 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial si 
by upwards of 300 citizens of Bath, Maine, pray- | 
Ing a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of | 
the United States; which was read, referred to the , 


On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the 
message of the President of the United States, 


and the accompanying document, relating to the | 


boundary lines between the States of New York 


Mr. BENTON rose to present the resolutions 
adopted by the friends of the Administration, and 


Opponents of the United States Bank, at their : 
great meeting, in Panueil Hall, on the 14th ofi 


March last. He said, that in the great rouliitade ; 
of petitions, memorials, and resolutions, which 


had been presented to the Senate, few, if any, |; 


ever came forward with more imposing claims.to | 
the respectful consideration of the Senate. hey 
came from a city, great in itself, and greater still 
in the commerce which enriches it—he arts and 
literature which adorn it—and the historic recol- 
lections which illustrate it. 


city —5,000 being computed to be within the walls, : 
and 2,000 without—making a mass of 7,000 citi- i 
zens, whose voices were united and embodied in | 
these resolutions. They were adopted on a spet 
sacred to American history; and memorable for 
scenes of patriotic impulsion—in that Fanueil ` 
Hall, whose name alone imparts an interest to 
everything which emanates from it. i 

These resolutions (said Mr. B.) are twenty-eight , 


| in number. They embrace all the points which . 
have grown out of the question which has occu- ` 
pied and engrossed the public attention, since the ; 
| meeting of Congress; and are fall and explicit in | 


approving the conduct of the President and Secre- 


duct of the United States Bank. Concurring, as 


i 
-d 
gned ;| 


| 
i 


Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. |; 


They come froma | 
large portion of the population of that eminent | 


tary of the Treasury, and in condemning the con- | 


he heartily did, in the sentiments expressed by : 


for themselves; and would show that any attempt 


attempt—he should not pretend to go over ground 


would take leave to make a few remarks on some 


i were susnended in their erection; the rent of money i 


which was now presented with the one which ! 


was witnessed at the approaching termination of || 


the first bank charter in 1811, when there was no | 


i removal of deposites to be charged with the dis- | 


resses of th country. All the machinery ofi 


time as at present, and with the same identical | 


effacts—tawn meetings, memorials, resolutions, i 
deputations to Congress, alarming speeches in i 
: Congress. 


The price of all property was shown i 
to bə depressed. Hemp sunk in Philadelphia from 
$359 to $259 per ton; flue sunk from $11 a barrel 
| to $73; ail real estate fell 30 per cent.; 500 houses 


i 

| rose to 1} percent. per month on the best paper; con- 
| fidence cesiroyed ,manufactories stopped, workmen 
i 
| 
i 


dismissed, and the ruin of the country confidently 
predicted. This was the scene then; and for what : 
object? Purely and simply to obtain a recharter | 
of the bank! Purely and simply to force a re- 
charter from the alarm and distress of the country; | 
for there was no removal ef deposites then to be 
complained of, and to be made the scape-goat of a 
studied and premeditated attempt to cperate upon 
Congress through the alarms of the people and the 
destruction of their property. There was not even 
a curtailment of discounts then. The whole scene 
was fictitious; but it was a case in which fiction | 


money market produces all the effects of real dan- | 
ger; and thus as much distress was proclaimed in | 


out a single cause to be alleged then, which is: 


on his part to add to their point and power, would | 
be vain and nugatory. He should not make the | 


these resolutions, he felt a particular gratification | 
in being the organ of their communication to the | 
Senate. They would ba read, and would speak ;| 


so fully occupied, and so ably explored; but he | 


points mentioned in the resolutions, either of a į 
more general application, or of a nature not to be || 
sufficiently illustrated in the limited scope of a , 
+ resolution. i 
Mr. B. remarked upon the identity of the scene | 


alarm and distress was in as full activity at that || 


does the mischief of truth. A false alarm in the || 


d upon |] the bank made the alarm then; its power and. 


organization make it now; and fictitious on both 
occasions; and men were ruined then as now by 
the power of imaginary danger, which, in the. 
moneyed world, has all the ruinous effects of real 
danger. No deposites were removed then, andthe 
reason was, as assigned by Mr. Gallatin to Con- 
gress, that the Government had borrowed more 
than the amount of the deposites from the bank; 
and this loan would enable her to. protect her 
interest in every contingency. The open object of 
the bank then, was a recharter. ‘The knights 
entered the list with their vizors off—no war in 
disguise then for the renewal of a charter under 
the tilting and jousting of a masquerade scuffle for | 
recovery of deposites. 

That the real object of all this alarm in the coun- 
try—all this pressure upon some parts of the coun- 
try—for the section south of the Potomac had 
enjoyed a remarkable exemption—he was, per- 
| mitted to believe, was to secure the recharter of 
i the bank. Such must have been the design of the 
bank; and the manner in which the bill for the 
recharter was brought forward, and then laid over, 
certainly favored the idea, It was brought for- 
; ward under an agonizing cry of distress, and a 
| vehement appeal for immediate relief from actual, 
| insufferable distress. {t was then laid down that. 
it might not interfere with another debate; that 
other debate came to a close in two days; then 
i the bill which was fixed for the first of May, 
was taken up to be fixed again for the 2lst of 


‘| April; and before the 2Ist of April came, a set of 


important elections wiil take place in the two great 
States of New York and Virginia. Thus, after 
working the machinery of alarm for three months, 
and filling the Uñion with cries for the restoration 
of the deposites, the bank suddenly presents a 
demand for a recharter; and then adjourns that 
demand, urgent as it might be, until certain im- 
portant elections were over. 

Mr. B. remarked upon the political character of 
this bank. He said it was born a political insti- 
tution, and wag the first measure of the Govern- 
ment to develop the line which so long’ and so 
distinctly marked the political parties of this coun- 
tey The creation of this bank went to the origin 
of party. It went to the source where parties 
should be formed—to principles, to great and fun- 
damental principles in the administration of the 
Government. It involved the question of con- ` 
structive and of granted powers; and was the 
entering wedge to all the implied powers after- 
wards assumed by Congress. Probibitory tariffs, 
scal internal improvement, and the whole Amer- 
ican system. He said the bank was. the. head 
of the American system; and if it was rechar- 
tered, it would reéstablish that system in greater 
power and glory than it ever possessed... That it 
would do so was proved (he said) by what it was 
now doing, struggling for those deposites which 
were the fruit of the high tariff policy—struggling 
for money which many a gentleman held to have 
| been unconstitutionally levied, and therefore not 
levied at all, but taken tortuousty. He warned 
gentlemen who were opposed to the Ameriean 
system, not now to reéstablish this eldest and 
strongest member of that system; and which, if 
reéstablished, would certainly set up the whole 
family again, especially that high tariff which far- 
nished her with those surpluses of revenue, forthe 
keeping of which she now shows such an invin- 
cible inclination. . 

Mr. B. remarked upon the resolution. which 
spoke of the exclusion of the Government directors 
from a knowledge and participation in the affairs 
of the bank, for the purpose of reminding the 
American people that there were no Government 
| directors at this time in the bank. The institution, 
n its management, was now a mere private affair, 
governed by the directors of the individual stock- 
holders, wielding and using the money, the name, 
the character, and the influence of the United States, 
| precisely as they pleased. The immense power 
| which the Government had put into the hands of 
the bank was now used independently of the Gov- 
ernment; and in the absence of directors,it became 
a matter of the highest moment to the people to. 
have a thorough investigation into the affairs of the 


|| bank, to see how far its tremendous powers had 


been used for good or for evil, for favor or affec- 


alleged now. But the power and organization of || tion, for the relief or oppression of the American 
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people. Until that examination was made, and 
especially in the absence and exclusion of the | 
Government directors, it was certainly an extra- 
ordinary case of presumption for the bank to come 
forward and demand a recharter. — 

The equality of the State banks with the branches 
of the Federal bank as places of deposite for the | 
public moneys, as mentioned in one of the resolu- 
tions, was next adverted to by Mr. B. He did it 
for the purpose of remarking that the strong and 
conclusive argument against the assumption that 
the Federal bank was the Federal treasury, grow- 
ing out of the 14th fundamental article of the con- 
stitution of the bank, could no longer escape public 
attention. The notice which was taken of itin sach 
a meeting and such a place would ensure it a gen- 
eral and conspicuous regard in time to come. 

Mr. B. referred to another of the resolutions, as 
claiming a particular notice, because it had a ref- 
erence to a great practical measure now depending 
before the Senate, and which he hoped would end 
in legislative action. It was the one which related 
to the reform of the currency—the real currency 
of the Constitution—by enlarging the specie circu- 
lation and diminishing the paper circulation within 
the United States. This was the true way to re- 
form the currency. Let Congress raise gold to its 
just value, and restore it to its ancient place of cur- 
rent money among the people; let it repeal all its 
unwise, if not unconstitutional laws against the 
circulation of foreign coins; let it get rid of its own 
unwise legislation, and permit the enterprise of the 
people and the commerce of the country to take 
their course, in bringing in coin, and the country 
will immediately fill up with the precious metals. 
Small bank notes will become odioys to everybody; 

“they will be suppressed by the power of the people 
through the action of the Federal and State Legis- 
latures; and labor will receive its appropriate 
reward in a currency really sound, intrinsically | 
valuable, dependent upon no contingency for its 
sefety, and susceptible of being used with due 
regard to a beneficial economy. . 

Mr. Bi had listened with great satisfaction to 
the various declarations which had come from the 
other side of the House, as to the prosperity of the 
country previous to the removal of the deposites 
in October last. A state of unparalleled felicity 
and prosperity was affirmed to existin the country. 
The memorials which were introduced upon the 
same side of the question were equally full, co- 
pious, and glowing, in describing the happiness of 
the people, and the prosperity of their affairs, up 
to that period. According to all their representa- 
tions, a state of Arcadian felicity seemed to be 
prevailing up to that time in this country—in this 
same country which, according to incessant pre- 
dictions for nine years, was to be covered withruin | 
and desolation if General Jackson was elected 
President. Mr. B. said it was not for so small 
an object as raising contrasts, or exciting disagree- 
able recollections, that he referred to these proph- 
ecies, so profusely made, for so long a period, 
and now so publicly contradicted by the whole 
body of the proplfets themselves. A higher and 
nobler object animated him—an object connected 
with the safety and the good of thecountry. He 
wished, by recalling the recollection of these un- 
fortunate predictions, to inspire distrust, if possi- 
ble, in those who make them; if not, in those who 
hear them. Those who have been so greatly 
mistaken, heretofore, ought to admit the possibil- 
ity of their being mistaken once more, and should 

adhere with less confidence to their predictions of 

ruin, if the Federal bank is allowed to expire; 
those who have heard these predictions, and be- 
lieved in them, and acted upon them, should now 
be careful how they believe and act again upon 
new prognostications from old sources which have | 
led them into so much error heretofore. They 
should hesitate before they believe in a prediction 
of ruin to the country, from the dissolution of this 
pank, coming from the same prophets who so long 
prophesied vuin to the country from the election 
of General Jackson, and who have been employed 
for three months past in proclaiming the happi- 
ness of the country under his Administration. 

They will doubtless be as much mistaken in time 

to come, as they have been in time past; and | 
should no longer put faith in predictions which | 
have been so delusive and deceptious. 

Mr. B. then moved that the resolation be read, 
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| printed, and take the usual reference to the Com- | 
| mittee on Finance. 
| Mr. BIBB said he was notactuated in thecourse 
| which he should pursue by any question ofrenewal 
| or otherwise of the charter of the Bank of the Uni- | 
i ted States; and since the gentleman from Missouri | 
| (Mr. Bewron] had suggested that the proposition 
| to recharter the bank had been permitted to sleep 
| for three weeks to come, until certain important 
| elections should have transpired, he would observe 
| that if it had a tendency to produce political effect 
on these events, a fair statement of facts should go 
| forth. From 1807 to 1811 the country was labor- 
| ing under the stricture of an embargo. He was | 
| here when the nation was disengaged from that 
| policy, and when a war was the result. In conse- 
i quence of this, the money market was reduced, 
| and upon the going down of the old bank in the 
i limited state of the circulation, a severe pressure 
| was felt. This the gentleman attributed to a fic- 
| titious alarm, which he [Mr. Biss] knew to bea | 
mistake, for great distress did in fact and verity 
| exist, a distress which was felt by the property | 
| holders from one end of the country to the other. į 
| And what succeeded? We got rid of the old bank, | 
| but in its place we had a litter of State banks sub- 
| stituted, which, like the blood of the Hydra in 
fabulous history, when it was shed, mahy Hydras 
sprang up from it, and which have been increasing | 
to this day. And the great question was, how 
were wetocounteractit. The proposition alluded 
i to, to lay the bill to recharter the bank on the table, 
was not made with a design to cover this or that 
election, but because the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts found he could not get on with the bill; | 
i he discovered that the majority was against it, 
| and, like a prudent general, he moved to lay it on 
| the table himself. Whenthe war of 1812 closed, 
| the bank was chartered, and the gentleman from 
‘Missouri said that it was a political bank. And 
who made the war but the great body of politi- 
| sians to whom he [Mr. Biss] then belonged? On 
| looking at the votes of those who made the bank, 
he discovered that without the concurrence of a’ 
majority of those who professed to be State-rights 
men, it could not have gene into operation. The 
bank was made by the Republican party, and by 
a Republican President; it was not sustained by 
| any paper-money system, and those who sustained 
| it held the stock of the Government. The patron- 
| age of the Government went hand in hand with 
i the patronage ofthe bank. Thestock of the bank, 
| as of all other banks, would make its way, and be 
| held by the rich and wealthy men who desire to 
live on the interest of their money; and the Board 
of Directors, of course, if chosen from among the 
|| stockholders, will be composed of such men. 
| Mr, B. disclaimed any friendship to the United 
| States Bank, and also to the State institutions. He 
i believed the whole system was vicious in its na- 
| ture, liable to convuisions, storms, and tempests, 
| putting it in the power of men, by alfernate issues 
| and contractions of bank paper, to bring ruin and 
| destruction on the community; and therefore, 
| instead of rechartering the United States Bank as 
a permanent system, he thought we ought to turn 
our attention to a much greater evil—the checking 
of the paper system; not rashly, because honest 
men were in possession of the paper for value 
given. Woto the Government who should knock 
itdown suddenly and without providing an ade- 
quate substitute. He had no design to defend the 
United States Bank, but he thought whenever gen- 
tlemen objected to the power of the bank, they 
ought to remember that if the same amount of cap- 
| ital were divided among sundry State banks, the 
same influence would-be produced by them as was. 
now produced by that bank, and to a greater ex- 
tent. The effect was as inseparable as the shadow 
; from the substance. And if the Indications of the 
extraordinary increase of banks in all quarters 
were not soon checked, he thought it would be 
necessary for Congress to enforce the provision in 
the Constitution, which prevents the States from 
issuing bills of credit, or a necessary consequence 
would be general bankruptcy. By being in favor 
of the restoration of the deposites, he was not in 
favor of the bank. He proceeded on the impe- 
rious obligation imposed on every individual citi- 
zen to be honest, to do justice, and to comply with | 
| his engagements; and when the Government had | 
| made an engagement with the bank, and received 


| value for it to the amount of one million and a half - 
of dollars, besides other important advantages, it 
now found the bank unconstitutional, and were 
waging a crusade against it which he did not and 
could not-approve of, and which was in violation 
of justice and honesty. 

| Mr. BENTON rose in brief reply to the Sena- 
i tor from Kentucky, [Mr. Bips.] He said that he 
hoped he had kept himself both within the bounds 
of truth and parliamentary practice in what he had 
said relative to the deferred recharter bill. That 
bill was certainly brought forward under a great 
| press of urgent necessity—of immediate action—to 
relieve the distresses of the country. After some 
debate, it was laid on the table until the first of 
May, that its discussion might not interfere witha 
debate of prior origin. The debate, of prior origin, 
| ceased in two days; and then the recharter bill 
was called up, not for action—that immediate action 
which the distresses of the country were supfosed 
to require when it was first brought forward—but 
to be fixed for discussion for the Qist of April, a 
period of time which would certainly cover im- 
portant elections in the two great States of Vir- 
ginia and New York. It was not for him (Mr. B.) 
to assign motives for this delay; it was sufficient 
that he should state facts; but he might be permit- 
ted to suggest a doubt as to the correctness of the 
motive assigned by the mover of the bill, by the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Biss.] That Sen- 
ator supposed it was from a conviction of the im- 
possibility of getting his bill through, that he had 
delayed it; he (Mr. B.) thought the contrary; for 
the natural consequence of such a conviction would 
have been to move the indefinite postponement of 
his bill; at all events to tet it remain at the later 
period to which it was already fixed, namely, first 
f May; but he had shortened that period; he had 
fixed it for an earlier day; and-that certainly indi- 
; cated, not a conviction that he should lose the bill, 
| but a hope that he should carry it. 

| In the allusion which he had made to the politi- 


li cal character of the Bank of the United States, 


| Mr. B. did not refer to the party designations of 
| theday. They were too much qualified by ephem- 
i eral and subaltern distinctions, to stand for na- 
| tional denominations. He did not use the term 
, Federal or Republican; for, in these times, those 
ji terms have lost their signification—they no longer 
: indicate the true original grounds of the national 
'parties—those grounds which were worthy to 
| divide a nation—grounds on which patriots stood 
jand patriots divided in 1791—grounds which 
|| went to the fundamental principles of the action of 
j| the Government, and which drew the great line 
between those who were for a government of con- 
, structive powers and delegated powers. The political 
| grammar(Mr.B. said) was now strangely confused. 
: Many men have got into wrong places. They 
j Wear the name of one party, and act on the prin- 
i ciple of the other. Parties, as the Senator from 
South Carolina who sat farthest to his left [Mr. 
Preston] had well said—the description was 
| meant for only one party—were now strangely che- 
| quered—they were ring-streaked and speckled. 
. This was their state now; but this bank question, 
ji carrying all back to the year 1791—ascending to 


i! 


; the true fountain of party distinction—would set 
all right, and come back to the two plain colors, 
j which would be a true index to every one’s politi- 
: cal principles. Bank or no bank will be the ques- 
| tion for years to come. That question will in- 
volve the question of constructive and delegated 


| powers; it would involve the question (Mr. B. 


| 
| 


ii believed) of Constitution or no Constitution; for 


: the construction which could let in this bank, with 
| all its various breaches of the Constitution, would 
make a breach in it wide enough to let in every 
| other. unconstitutional measure which the varying 
i times, and the passions, or interests, of parties 
; might seem to require. Mr. B. then read an ex- 
_tract from a speech of a son of Virginia, and a 
| son-in-law of Mr. Jefferson, made at the attempt- 
ied renewal of the first bank charter, to confirm 
and establish the political importance, and the po- 
litical character which he had ascribed to the Uni- 
i ted States Bank. It was the speech of the late 
: Mr. Eppes, and was a valuable piece cf historical 
; truth and political doctrine. 
i "The charter of the bank was granted in 1791. 
| ‘On this great measure, the two great parties 
| < were, for the frst time, arrayed against each 


1834. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘other. It was.at that time considered a PARTY 
‘question, inasmuch as it involved the very 
‘PRINCIPLES on which the parties divided, 
‘to wit: DELEGATED powers and CONSTRUCTIVE 
‘powers. Unfortunately for his country, General 
‘ Wasuiweron, on this occasion, took side with 
‘the Feperauisrs. The creation of a MONEYED IN- 
€ TEREST, CONNECTED With the GOVERNMENT, was 
‘a favorite measure of those who were willing 
‘to ingraft energy on the Constitution, and was 
‘warmly opposed by the party unwilling to add, 
‘by CONSTRUCTION, the extraneous right of a 
‘MONEYED capital, to a Constitution, considered, 
‘on a fair construction, sufficiently energetic. | 
t The defeat of General St. Clair took place in the 


‘November following the establishment of the |) 


‘bank; and the subsequent pisastrers of the fn- 
‘dian war, by creasing the wants of the Gov- 
t ernment, drew more closely the ties of connexion 
‘between the FEDERAL party and the BANK. 
‘Through all the periods of the Federal Admin- 
‘istration, this MONEYED POWER was their 
‘SHIELD and their SWORD.” 

Mr. SILSBEE moved to have the names to the 
memorial printed. ‘ 

Mr. BENTON observed that the proceedings 
which he had introduced were the resolutions of 
the meeting. They were duly signed by the-pres- 
ident and secretaries. A letter to himself, from 
the same gentleman, stated the number at the 
meeting to be estimated at seven thousand, name- 
ly, five thousand within the walls of the building, 
and two thousand without. 

The resolutions were then read, ordered to be 
printed, and referred. 

Mr. McK EAN presented a memorial from the 
Commissioners of the Northern Liberties, praying 
that the boundaries of the port of entry of Phila- 
delphia may be extended, so as to comprehend 
those Liberties; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. McK EAN offered the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘hat the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing relief to Ann Holland, widow of Thomas 
Holland, a revolutionary soldier, deceased. 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he should to- 


morrow, as soon as,he could obtain the floor, |; 


move the Senate take up his motion for leave to 
introduce the report of the minority of the select 
committee, to whom was ‘referred the credentials 
of the Hon. Messrs. Rossins and Porter for a 
seat upon the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the Senate proceed 
to executive business; which, upon a division, 
was lost. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- | 
resentatives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, was, on 
motion of Mr. CLAYTON, laid upon the table. 

The resolution of Mr. POINDEXTER, author- 
izing the preparation of manuscript maps of the | 
country in which public lands lie, was taken up | 
and adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. McK EAN, relative to a 
revolutionary claim, was adopted. 

The report ard resolution of the 


Committee o 


the Judiciary upon pension agencies, was, on mo- |i 
tion of Mr. CLAYTON, laid upon the table, and |; ary of 
‘| the Treasury assumes the indispensable necessity || 
il of bank agency. All parties proceed on 


made the order of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. WEBSTER’S bill relating to French spo 
lations prior to 1800, was, on motion of Mr 
WRIGHT, laid on the table. 


The bill repealing the act commonly called the |: 


force bill, was, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, ; 


laid upon the table, with an intimation that, he |: 


would call it up hereafter. 


The bill for the relief of Elihu Hall Bay and}! ty er- || 
i! tainty and stability to our revenue. After treating || upe 
' tation on the House of Representatives, who alone 


others, was taken up, when a long and desultory j 
debate occurred, in which Messrs. POINDEX- 
TER, BLACK, CLAYTON, MOORE, PRES- 
TON, CALHOUN, PORTER, KANE, LINN, 
and KING, of Alabama, participated. 

Mr. BLACK moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. Lost— 

Ayes 14, noes 14; the chair (occupied by Mr. 
SILSBEE) deciding in the negative. 

The debate was further continued, when the | 
question upon anamendment offered by Mr. KING | 


i: no longer a question whether such agency should ;| 


li tion, that the pub 
|i to the people. 


of Alabama, to confine the location of the claims 
to the State of Louisiana, was taken by yeas and 
| nays, and lost. 

YEHAS—Messrs. Black, Forsyth, Hill, King of 
Alabama, Moore, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, | 
White, Wright—10. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Fre- 
| linghuysen, Hendricks, Kane, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Poindexter, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Swift, 
| Smith, Southard, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tallmadge, 
Waggaman.—24. ` 
Mr. MOORE offered an amendment modifying 
| the amendment of Mr. KING of Alabama, upon 
| which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Forsyth, Hill, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Moore, Morris, Shep- || 
ley, White, Wright—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Fre- 
linghuysen, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Leigh, Linn, 
Mangum, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
Tomlinson—21. 

The question on ordering the bill to a third 
reading was then taken, and agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter was 
| read a third time and passed. 

The bill authorizing the Governors of the sev- 

| eral States to transmit, by mail, legislative docu- 

ments and reports, bound and unbound, was, on 

i motion of Mr. PORTER, laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, 

The Senate adjourned. . 
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| Mr, WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, reported a bill 
| granting compensation for losses incurred during | 
i the late war; which was read twice, and madethe į 
| special order of the day for the 11th instant. 


Mr. CHANEY, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill granting a pension to Wil- 
liam Wilges. Read twice and committed. 
| Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Committee on 
| Foreign Relations, reported a biil making compen- 
| sation for certain diplomatic services, and for other 
| purposes. Read twice and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Mr. H. EVERETT obtained leave to present 
a petition; which was referred. 

Mr. CLAY, by leave of the House, presented 
| the memorial of the Tennessee Canal Commission- 
| ers, asking further aid for the accomplishment of 
that work, and some modifications of the grant; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. ; 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution respecting the public deposites, sub- 
; mitted by Mr. Marois. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN resumed his remarks 
in opposition to the resolution. The question |; 
i which arose in 91 as to the constitutionality of 
: employing bank agency in the fiscal affairs of the | 
| Government, was no longer a subject of dispute. | 
n 1791 there were three banks, now there were 
four hundred and fifty. The President assumes || 


that bank agency is necessary. The Secretary of jj 


end 


the as- || 
sumption that bank agency is necessary. It was |} 
be employed; the question now was, which de- | 
partment of the Government should create and | 
employ such agencies. Another question was) 
i before us as to the regulation of our funds through |; 
our fiscal agent, in such manner as to give cer- || 


i 


Mr. A. passed to another posi 
lic funds ought to furnish capita 
Eight millions was the amount o 
; public funds generally on hand, and that far con- |! 
' stituted banking capital. Through theagency of}: 
the Bank of the United States that capital was |; 
' equally distributed, as it ought tobe. Being paid 1 
| by allit should be used for the benefit of all. The i 

valley of the Mississippi was entitled to one fourth || 
| of the sum, and it was essential to its prosperity, | 


_ this point briefly, 


i 
1 
} 


$ i 
i 


! 


in aiding in the transportation of produce to.mar- 
ket. Now, this money was taken away and. de- 
posited only in those local banks where the money. 
was collected. We, in .the West; are therefore i 
utterly deprived of the use of our own money as 
banking capital. Mr. A. said he would now look - 
at the political aspect of this question. Heunder- 
stood the Seeretary of the Treasury to maintain 
that he was not the officer of Congress or the peo- 
ple, but of the President; that he was bound to 
discharge the duties of the office according to the 
directions of the President. He had always sup- : 
posed it to be a vital principle that the people 
should have the control of their own money, &c. 
After some remarks on this point, Mr. A. con- 
cluded, and 

Mr. COR WIN obtained the floor. ` 

Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, moved the suspen- 
sion of the rules of the House, in order to move 
that the House be called for the presentation of 
petitions from twelve to one o’clock, beginning the 
call at the extreme South. 

The question was divided at the request of Mr. 
PARKER, and the motion was put and lost. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill ** to provide for the settlement of certain revo- 
lutionary claims.” á 

Mr. MARSHALL continued and concluded hi 
remarks in support of the bill, and iù reply to the 
speeches of Messrs. PIERCE, of New Hamp- 
shire, VANDERPOEL, and GILMER. |: 

Mr. BAYLIES obtained the floor. 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. : 


The House, at one o’clock, resumed the con- 
sideration of the resolutions reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, together with 


' the amendment offered by Mr. W Log, declaring 


the reasons given by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for removing the deposites to be insufficient and 
unsatisfactory. : 

Mr. HARDIN resumed, and expressed his 
regret that he had been compelled to detain the. 
House with his remarks, but he would endeavor 
to detain them as little as possible. It was not his 
intention to have discussed at large the reasons of 
the Secretary for removing the deposites; but he 
| would now doso. Heconcluded that the matters 
stated in relation to the three per cent. stock. had 
been brought forward in a spirit rather to brow-. 
beat and insult Congress, than to illuminate the 


that the bank had not complied with its charter,’ 
by having its business done by the medium of sub- ` 
agents, or exchange committees, as perfectly. ridic- 
ulous, to be urged as an argument, when the bank 
was empowered by its by-laws to delegate such 
functions to those committees. The complaint that 
these Government directors were not placed on the | 


| exchange committee, was not deserving of con- 
| sideration, when it must be recollected. that this 
| appointment was by law vested in the bank. They 


could not, or should not, he contended, appoint to 
such places of trust those in whom they had not 
confidence; and surely no person would stand up 
and say that these-directors could be considered 


| anything but spies, obeying the orders of the 


Kitchen Cabinet. These directors had undertaken 
to do the drudgery required from them; and he 
could not therefore see that they had any right to 
complain that they were not elevated into high 
places from the low offices which he considered 
they had voluntarily chosen to fulfil. 

Mr. H. animadverted with much severity on 
the act of removal, as having produced distress of 
unparalleled magnitude, which was at present 
raging inthe cities amongst the commercial world, 
but which would finally extend to.a fourfold degree 
into the interior of the country. He condemned 
the assumption of this power of removal, when 
unsustained by any strong grounds, as trenching 
upon the high privileges conferred by the Consti- 


had the vight to place it where they pleased—in 
custom-houses or banks, and from which, when 
so placed, he argued, that it should not, in the lan- 
guage used in another place, ever be attempted“ to 
be scooped out.” The doctrines of the member: 
from Georgia [Mr. Grier] on this point, hecon- 
sidered untenable in principle, and he maintained 
that the people, having in the free Government of 
England, always claimed the right of withholding 


Democracy of thecountry. He treated the charge 


- invaded until the present Administration came into 


-crowned him with glory, ought rather to make the | 


‘was lavish expenditure; offices had been increased 
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or granting supplies, it had been productive to 
them. of mach goed, and he would ask the member 
from Georgia, if he was prepared to abandon it 
in this country? . i 

He acknowledged that General Jackson had, in. 
the display of talents, done great service to his 
country hitherto, for which he was deservedly |i 
popular; but he contended that this very popu- jj 
larity, an attendantuponthe military success which 


people view his conduct in a spirit of jealousy, | 
than of blind devotion to his wishes. 
tory of all countries showed the dangerous conse- | 
quences arising from intrusting power, too much 
power, in the hands of those whom success in war 
generally left despots over the free institutions 
which they were bound to protect. The state- 
ment in defence of the President, that we were 
respected abroad, had no weight with him in any 
argument upon a subject connected with the regu- 
lation of our internal affairs. In the state of our 
internal affairs there was but too mach to awaken | 
the jealous spirit which should ever actuate a 
people who desired to transmit to their pogterity 
the rich inheritance they had received from their 
ancestors. $ 
fle alleged that the great principles upon which | 
General Jackson was brought into office had been j 
altogether violated. Instead of retrenchment, there į 


instead of being abolished; and more than all, for H 
the charge alleged against Mr. Adams, that he had |} 
put into office improperly members of Congress, || 
the present Chief Magistrate was more obnoxious || 
to it than any other President who had preceded | 
him. - The liberty of the press never had been į 


power. This was not invaded by attacks upon it, |! 
but was undermined by the patronage given to |! 
those who directed it. A deadly attack had been 


made upon that which should have been left as free |} 


asthe air they breathe—the right of free suffrage— | 
which had been accomplished by proscribing those | 
who voted against, and rewarding those who voted | 
for, the favorites of the Government. Efforts had | 
been made by the official organs of the Government | 
to degrade the Legislature itself in the eyes of the 
people. Congress were charged by the President 
with being corrapt—this was read to the Cabi- 
net, 

They were told—what was a poor complimentto | 
the House—that there was some danger in leaving 
the money power of the Government to its proper | 
guardians, the next Congress; and this was given |; 
as a reason for instantaneous action. What were |! 
the usual steps taken to acquireand concentrate all i] 
power into the hands of one, if they were not i 
measures such as these? What measures, he | 
inquired, could better effect this object than the ery |; 
raised, that one man, the President, is the man | 
forthe Democracy of New York, of Pennsylvanie?” | 
But who are the Democracy? Are they not the | 
freemen, the republicans of the United States? | 
All these things induced him to feel a foreboding !| 
of great evil. He, however, rejoiced that the States | 
were at length taking the alarm; and, although he 
would disclaim all personal reflections upon Gen- |i 
eral Jackson, he considered thatall his faults might | 
be attributed more to a too great devotion to his | 
friends, and to their machinations, than to anything 
else. Fle considered that: they were all members 
of one great family, and that they should consult 
the interests of the country rather than the wishes 
of any man. 

ln conclusion, Mr. H. would say that, in sub- 
mitting these remarks, he was solely induced to do 
so by a sense of what he felt to be his duty, and | 
from a desire to induce the House (e reflect upon the | 


present situation of the country. Por, as had been 
heretofore said by a great and good man, if but 
one mind was ‘brought to reflection upon it, he 
would be satisfied. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose and said that the member 
from Tennessee [Mr. Pork} was pleased to com- 
plain that, on a former occasion, when he ad- 
dressed them on this subject, he had brought a 
grave charge against the President, of having per- 
petrated an act of oppression, by which the Pres- || 
ident of the United States had trampled into dust 
the rights of orphans and of others—which charge 
(he said) was unsustained; and so seeming to 
regard it, he had declined making any answer to |! 


| desiderata required. But before he would proceed 
| to do so, he asked their indulgence for a few mo- 


The his- || 


| skill by the member from Georgia, [Mr. WiLoe,] 


|| appeared to be covered with monumental beacons, 


i of his ancestors, and Charles Ist, and Louis 16th 


i had a desire that the President should meet for | 


; had given him great pain—the publication of let- | 


| barely possible that some misguided man 


| due to the design of rendering such threats sub- | 


it. If, however, the charge then made was not 
sustained by sufficient evidence, this would doubt- ! 
less redound the more to the honor of the person 
against whom it was preferred. He would, how- | 
ever, endeavor now to supply. that evidence—the 


ments, that he might explain the course which be 
had pursued, Before he left. South Carolina, he 
thought he could perceive some symptoms of a 
disposition on the part of the President, to a course 
of. action which, if sanctioned, must ultimately 
prove subversive of the Constitution. It was from 
| an apprehension of this, that his opening remarks 
| were made; and rather as a skirmishing attack on 
| the outposts of the enemy in his front, in order to 
| compel them to come out from behind their in- 
| trenchments, expose their position, and take their 
Ime of battle in the open field. In this he had been, 
he felt, successful. The honorable member from 
Tennessee did come out boldly and manfully, took | 
his position, and, whatever views he might enter- | 
tain of his generalship, he was ready to bear testi- 
mony that the position which he had assumed was 
the only one he could assume, without leaving 
unprotected and undefended the very part which | 
| it was his duty to defend. But, having done so, 
with a tact and skill and zeal worthy of a better 
cause, he prudently retreated behind his intrench- 
ments, under cover of the previous question, to 
see, according to signal, what reinforcements were 


| 
| 
H 
i 
I 
having ascertained this, he again comes from be- | 


the old position which he had abandoned, but to 
form an entirely new line of battle. In this new 
move, however, he was met with corresponding ! 


whose motion must compel him to assume that | 
original position, unless he would a second time 
feel that the better part of valor was discretion, 
and would again return behind his intrenchments, 
for a similar protection. However, having thus | 
given the condition of the question before the | 
flouse, and the préceeding of the member from | 
Tennessee, in military figures—for which he asked 
their pardon—he would proceed to supply those 
deficiencies which that honorable member was so 
kind as to point out, 

He had, with much attention, listened to the 
debates; and after surveying the whole field, which 


conveying at every step lessons of wisdom, he 
ventured to assert that there was, in no history of 
any nation, one in which the progress of the ustir- | 


pation of the Executive upon the other branches || 


of the Government was more rapid, more bold, or 
more successful, than had been witnessed in the 
United States for the last fifteen months. The last | 
of the Tarquins had been expelled from the throne 


were condemned and executed under charges made 
against them, with only a difference of modifica- 


tion, of having subverted the fundamental laws of |i 


their respective countries, and trying to subvert 
the supreme power, which vested in their Senates, | 
Strange, then, as it may sound to loyal ears, he.| 


| would assert that the proof of those charges, for |j 


which one monarch was banished, and two others 


executed, was not made more conclusive against || 


them than similar charges were against the Presi- 
dent of the United States, who was borne into his 
elevated office pledged to reform—pledged to re- | 
cover the lost rights of the States, and pledged to | 
bring back the spirit of their free institutions to 

their primitive state. God forbid, however, that 

in these allusions there should be any idea that he | 


to be expected from the Pennsylvania line. Then, |! 


hind his intrenchments, not, however, to assume ji 


machine contributed: to the establishment of the 
empire; and He would remark, if ever it should 


i! come to pass that the President was assassinated, 


i he would be the last President constitutionally 
elected. Let the President of the United States 
have a fair, and if possible, an impartial trial. He 
now stands arraigned before the people of the Uni- 
| ted States, who now sit in judgment upon him, 
and from whom he was sure he would not take an 
appeal, as it was his practice to appeal from other 
tribunals, It was charged that the President, be- 
ing moved and seduced by wicked miscreants and 
f evil counsellors, without proper regard for the 
| Constitation and the laws, has assumed power 
belonging to another branch of the Government, 
| had contemned the authority of the Legislature, and 
' had pursued a course having the certain and fatal 
tendency to subvert liberty, and exhibit, for the 
first time, to the world the political paradox of a 
constitutional ‘despotism. è 
M. McD. said he would exhibit evidence of the 
fact that the President had designed to assume a 
position which would tend to the complete sub- 
version of the principles of the Constitution. In 
the first place, he would say, that it had never hap- 
| pened that the people had occasion to examineand 
: limit the extent of executive power. In.all ages 
the best precedents had been established in the 
worst reigns. Magna Charta was obtained in the 
reign of the basest and meanest of the Kings of 
| England. He hoped that executive power in this 
| country would find its limits during the Presidency 
| of the most self-willed, obstinate, and encroaching 
i of all our Presidents. The position to which he. 


ji alluded as having been assumed by the President 
ji he would proceed to establish. 


In the official jour- 
| nal, soon after the removal of the depgsites, ap- 
peared an article, which he read, expressing the 
| Opinion that the power over the deposites was not 
legislative, nor judicial, but executive; and being 
executive in its character, Congress could not vest 
it in any branch but the executive. To show that 
this opinion was not accidental, he went on to say, 
that it had received the support of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and he read 
several extracts from his speech which (he said) 
supported this official exposition of the extent of 
executive power. But, that there might be no 
doubt on the subject, he would advert to the opin- 
| ion expressed in the speech of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Buanvs.ey,] extracts from 
| which he read. With a felicitous confusion of 
ideas, the gentleman went on, combining two ques- 
tions as different from each other as light from 
| darkness, and stated that Congress could neither 
| delegate its power nor exercise it by agency. In 
| theSenate the same doctrines were maintained by 
| a Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.] Such was 
| the evidence, the proof which he adduced to them 
that the President had asserted political doctrines 
which blotted out from the Constitution all the 
powers in it except the executive power. The 
| clause in the Constitution which was relied upon 
to maintain this odious and revolting heresy, so far 
from vesting all power in the President, in fact 
| vested in him no power at all. In the President 
shall be vested executive power. What power? 
All power? This simple clause, intended asa sort 
of title-page, had been construed to confer greater 
| and more extensive executive powers than were 
| ever exercised by any monarch under the sun, for 
| there had been no monarch whose power had not 
limit. The gentleman from New York had given 
| US reason to hope that if we were tricked out of 
| our liberties, it would be according to the mostap= ` 
proved and practised modes. The interest of the 
people was to be the President’s excuse for every 
measure. The syllogism presented was this: take 


conduct similar to that on their parta similar fate. 


No, he thanked his God we lived in an age and a || 


country where its punishments were not conceived | 
in a spirit of vengeance, 


Mr. McD. alluded toa subject which (he said) ; 


ters in the official journal threateni 
of the United States with assassination, 
£ might | 
suppose that the President would be influenced by | 
alarm to change his course; but th | 
served reprobation only inferior to the reprobation | 


servient to the designs of ambition. The infernal | 


ng the President || 
Tt was |! 


e threat de- || 
| constitution 
i| be vested in 


any power, and say it is not legislative nor judicial, 
| and therefore it must be executive. The exccutive 
| is made the residuary legatee of all other power. 

No tribunal is to be consulted in reference to the 
| legality of the testament. The executive is judge 
| of the extent of its own powers, and consequently 

of the extent of the powers of allthe other branches 
of the Government. Every State constitution has 
| the same words, from which it is attempted to in- 
| vest the President with absolute power. In Virginia 
there is but a shadow of executive power; but her 
provides that the executive power shall 
a Governor. In South Carolina the 
Governor has not the power to make or unmakea 


a 
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single officer; but the constitution of the State 
says, that in the Governor shall. be vested the 
executive power; and, moreover, it says that the 
Governor ‘shall see that the laws are faithfully 
executed;’’ the other cabalistic words from which 
the newly-claimed powers are to be derived. But 
where, he asked, did the gentleman learn that 
Congress could not create an agency for the exe- 


cution of its powers? Were we schoolboys, on |i 
the first form, that we should entertain such no- 


tions? In what catastrophe would this doctrine 
end? He asked the House to look at its founda- 
tion. It revivedthe feudal doctrine. All the exec- 
utive power, exercised by the infinite number of 
officers appointed to carry on the Government, 
was vested in the President, proceeded from, and 
returned to him. Everything odious in history, 
or personified in fable, was here exhibited to us; 
a hydra with a thousand heads, a Briareus witha 
hundred hands, was this executive power. 

Mr. McD. went on to comment upon particular 
passages in the speech of the gentleman from New 
York. The gentleman lamented, what was truly 
unfortunate, that the President, in addition to con- 
stitutional omnipotence, should be possessed of 
ubiquity, that he could exercise all executive power 
himself. There was something alarming in the 
idolatry of these doctrines, and in the tone and 
manner of their propagation. He repeated that 
these were attributes which never belonged to any 
monarchical government, constitutional or uncon- 
stitutional. There was nothing likeit, even in the 
mythology of the Greeks and Romans, for there 
Neptune ruled the sea, and Pluto the realms be- 
low; to Mars was assigned the province of war; 
to Venus of love, and to Minerva of wisdom. But 
our Jupiter, armed in the panoply of all the gods, 
claims from all obedience to his will. He 

“ Shakes his ambrosial curls, and gives the nod, 
The stamp of fate, the sanction of a god.” 

Here Mr. McD. yielded the floorto Mr. ARCH- 

ER, who moved an adjournment. 


Mr. LANE demanded the yeas and nays on the |; 


motion; and they were ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion; it was 
determined in the affirmative, by a vote of 117 to 
83. : 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, April 4, 1834. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, upon executive business, was received, by 
Mr. Dowetson, his Private Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memorial 
from certain persons of Louisiana; which was 
referred, on motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Postmaster General, transmit- 
ting a list of the clerks employed in that depart- 
mènt; which, on motion of Mr. GRUNDY, was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. McKEAN said he had been requested to 
lay before the Senate the proceedings of a public 
meeting, said to be the most numerous ever held 
in the county of Centre, in the State of Pennsy!- 
vania, composed of the friends of the National and 
State administrations, to take into consideration 
the present situation of our public affairs. He 
said he had been requested to state, and he did so 
with pleasure, as a matter of his own knowledge, 
that the prominent actors at the meeting are those 
whom we denominate decided and consistent Dem- 
ocrats, and friends of the present Chief Magistrate 
of the Union. The venerable Andrew Gregg, who 
reported the resolutions, wasonce a member of this 
body, and must be known personally or by char- 
acter, to many, if not all, the members of the Sen- 
ate. Mr. G. was also a member of the first Con- 
gress that assembled under the Constitution, and 
with little intermission had been in active public 
life ever since. Mr. McK. knew he had been 
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| ministration. 


| ate, and, therefore, he had endeavored to submit a i 
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throughout a decided friend and supporter of the 
present National executive. This meeting, among 
other things, resolved that they have continued 
confidence in the integrity and ‘patriotism of our 
present venerable President, and that they see no 
reason to doubt the purity of bis purpose and 
honesty of intention, which guided him in his | 
recent course against the United States Bank; but | 
as Congress alone possesses the power, under the 
Constitution, to raise revenue and direct its appro- 
priation, so, in accordance with the same princi- 
ple, the place of deposite and safe-keeping of the 
public money should be provided for by law; and 
they request their Senators and Representatives in | 
Congress to use their best exertions to procurean | 
early and satisfactory adjustment of the questions | 
affecting the currency of the country. 

The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McK EAN again rose, and said he had been 
charged with presenting the proceedings of another 
meeting of the citizens of the same county, on the 
same subject, and held at the same place; and it 
afforded him pleasure to bear testimony to the 
respectability of those concerned, so far as he had |! 
the honor of their acquaintance. However, re- | 
spectable as they were, they could not, he believed, 
be counted among the friends of the present Ad- 
He stated this merely to show the 
distinct character of the two meetings, not because 
it ought or would have any weight with the Sen- 
ate, and, indeed, under other circumstances, ought 
not to be mentioned here at all. 

These proceedings, however, in moderate and | 
dignified language, disapprove the conduct of the | 
President in relation to the United States Bank 
and the public deposites, to which cause they 
attribute the present distresses of the country, and 
recommend, for a limited time, the extension of 
the charter of the present bank, and that the pub- 
lic revenues to be collected hereafter shall be de- 
posited in it and its branches. 

The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up for considera- 
tion the reportof the committee upon the contested | 
election of the Senator from Rhode Island; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. then said that, when he offered the pa- 
per on the table, he was called on to know whether 
it was responsive in its character to the report of 
the majority, and he then answered frankly that 
it was; that it contained the substantive views of 
the minority of the committee, as also a response 
to the views of the majority. A suggestion was 
then made as to the propriety of such a course. |! 
He did not now contend for the propriety of a 
minority making their report, but he supposed 
that, in preparing the paper, he was acting under 
the express assent of the Senate to make a report; | 
and the only question now was, whether he had 
forfeited that right by the manner of his making it. 
He had reflected on the subject, and he was unable | 
so to alter the document substantially as to change 
its character. He could alter it so as to avoid 
saying that it was a response; but still it must 
continue to be so in substance. And it would not 
have been a respectful course to have affected that | 
the report of the majority was not before the Sen- 


te 


f 
! 
fair argument on the questions submitted to the |} 
committee. eel 
Mr. CLAY thought the question could be de- |! 
cided without any influence in reference to the| 
main question, by the gentleman from New York | 
(Mr. Wricut] throwing the paper. into the form 
of a speech, and presenting it to the public. Hej; 
thought this was the first case of-a minority 
report being madein the Senate: which he thought | 
wrong in principle. It was best to adhere to the 
settled practice of receiving the report from the || 
majority only. 
After some further desultory remarks between | 
Messrs. KANE, KING of Alabama, CLAY- | 
TON, POINDEXTER, CLAY, BENTON, and ' 


| grossed and read a third. time. 


SPRAGUE, the paper was received, laid onthe 

table, and ordered to be printed. : 
ne Senate then proceeded to the consideration 

oi the . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill authorizing the Governors of the several 
States to transmit by mail, free of postage, legis- ` 
lative documents, was taken up, read a third time, 
and passed. The question was taken by yeas and 
nays; as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Clayton, Fre- 
linghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hil, Kane, 
Kent, Knight, Linn, McKean, Morris, Poindex- 
ter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Shep- 
ley, Silsbee, Southard , Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, White, Wilkins—97. 7 

NAY—Mr. King of Georgia—1. 

Mr. BIBB moved a postponement of the orders 
of the day; which was agreed to. ‘ 


. Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judicis ` 
ary, reported a bill for the relief of Pierre Menard. © . 


Also, from the same committee, a bill for the ` 
relief of Joseph Bogy, of Missouri. eae 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on — 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill from the House of 


Representatives, without amendment, for the relief -` 


of Henry Whitney. ; 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Henry Levely; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of 
Thomas Tenant and others, of Baltimore, on cer- 
tain claims arising from the Danish treaty; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. SPRAGUE, the Senate took - 
up the bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 

After a considerable debate, in which Messrs. 
SPRAGUE, SHEPLEY, SOUTHARD, POR- 
TER, BIBB, and BENTON participated, the lat- ` 


ter moved to lay the bill upon the table; which was ` ` 


lost. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. : . P 
. Mr. POINDEXTER moved to take up the bill 
from the House of Representatives, reported: by- 
the Committee on Public Lands, for the relief -of 
Garrigues Flaujac; which was ordered:to be en- . 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported .a bill. from 
the House of Representatives, without amend- 
ment, for the relief of George Bowen. 

On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, it was or- 
dered that. when the Senate adjourned, it would 
adjourn to meet on Monday. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Thomas Blanchard; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. : : 

Also, the petition of Archibald W. Hamilton; 
which was referred to the Committee on Militar 
Affairs. , : 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to whom was recommitied the 
bill for the repair and_ extension of the Cumber- 
land road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
lilinois, reported the same with an amendinent. 

On motion of Mr. SILSPEE, the bill reported -~ 
by the Committee on Commerce, from the House 
of Representatives, authorizing the issue of a 
register for the brig American, was,taken up, con= 
sidered, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, ee 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 


| reported a bill for the relief of Robert Sewall and 


others. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the bill 
authorizing corrections to be made in locations of 
land granted to the State of Indiana, for the pur- 
pose of enabling that State to construct the Michi-. 
gan road, wastaken up, and ordered to be engrossed. 
for a third reading. : 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. LINN? 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making | 
a grant of land to Jean Baptiste Janis, appointed | 
ensign of militia in 1778, by Col. George Rogers | 
Clark, under authority derived from his Excellency ; 
Patrick Henry, Governor of Virginia, who served | 
in the campaign at the siege and capture of Vin- | 
cennes, and into the expediency of granting him 
a pension. 

By Mr. CLAYTON: | : 

Resolved, Tuat the following be added to, and 
form a part of the rules of the Senate: | 

“« Ag soon as the Journal is read, the President | 
t shall call for petitions from the members of each | 
‘State, beginning with Maine; and if on any day 
“the whole of the States shall not be called, the 
$ President shall begin on the next day where he 
‘left off the previous day:”” co 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, without amendment, granting pen- 
sions to certain persons therein named. 

Also, a bill from the House, without amend- | 
ment, for the relief of Robert Reynolds. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of the widow of James Leo- 
master; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 

The bill reported by the Committee on Public 
Lands, for the relief of ilishe Ifoma, otherwise 
calied Captain Red Pepper, a Choctaw Indian, was 
taken up, considered, and ordered to be engrossed | 
for a third reading, s 

Mr. WILKINS asked leave to withdraw the 
papers of Jonathan Kearsley. Granted. i 
- Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of James Ord. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of James 
Wallman; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BIBB asked leave to withdraw from the ! 
files of the Senate of Ist session of the 23d Con- 
gress, the essay upon currency, by Thomas Law, | 
Esq., of Washington city. Granted. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to take up the bill 
from the House of Representatives, for the relief 
of John A. Webster; which was agreed to, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. ‘TIPTON, the bill from the 
Flouse of Representatives, for the reliefof William | 
S. Anderson, was taken up, considered, and or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN stated that he had several | 
important documents relative to the claims of 
Spanish grantees in Louisiana, which had been 
obtained from the archives of the French Govern- 
ment, which he moved to refer to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, who had that subject under | 
consideration. | 

After some conversation the motion to refer was 
agreed to. 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of James F. : 
Southeron; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Also,a memorial from the corporate authorities | 
of thecity of Baltimore, stating that that city, owing | 
to its commercial intercourse with foreign coun- | 
tries, was liable to afflictions from pestilence, and 
praying Congress to aid them in the establishment 
of an hospital for the reception of foreign patients. £ 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. SWIFT, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, April 4, 1834. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | 
mittee of Claims, made unfavorable reports on the | 
etitions of Gates Hoit, Vincent Taylor, Ahaz | 
ayes, and James D. Harding; which reports 
were severally ordered to lie on the table, 
Mr. CHILTON reported a bill for the benefit 
of Samuel M. Asbury; | 
Mr. CARR, a bill for the relief of John M. Car- | 
roll, junior; and 
Mr. CONNOR, from the select committee ap- | 
pointed for the purpose of making inquiry into the | 
propriety of establishing assay offices in the gold | 


regions in the southern States, made a report, 


The SPEAKER communicated a message, re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, 
with a communication from the Governor of New 
York, and the Governor of New Jersey, addressed 
to him with a view of obtaining the consent of 
Congress to an agreement which had been entered 
into vy those States to settle the boundary line 
between them. | 

On motion of Mr. MANN, the message, with 
the accompanying documents, were referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. f 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, with a state- 
ment prepared in obedience to the order of the 
House, of the duties received in 1833, the pay- 
ment of which would have been deferred till 
1834, had not the system of cash duties been 
adopted. 

Also, a letter from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting a list of persons employed as clerks 
in the Post Office Department in 1833, with their 
salaries; which were laid on the table. 

The House took up the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Marois, in relation to the deposites. 

Mr. CORWIN, of Ohio, having the floor, after 
professing that he felt much embarrassment in 
addressing the House on a subject which had been 
already discussed so ably, spoke until the expira- 
tion of the morning hour. in opposition to the views 
given by the Secretary of the Treasury in justifi- 
cation of the removal; contending that Congress 
had never intended to confer the exclusive power 
over the public funds in the President, as they had 
assigned, in one section of the act incorporating 
the bank, particular duties to him, whilst they had, 
in another section, assigned certain duties to the 


Secretary, which went to show that the Secretary | 


was to exercise them without any of the super- 
visory control which it was claimed on the other 
side that the President had over all the acts of his 
subordinates; and he gave way, without conclu- 
ding his remarks, to 

Mr. MARSHALL, who moved that the House 
should proceed to the orders of the day, being the 
bill to provide for the settlement of certain revolu- 
tionary claims. ° 

Mr. BAYLIES spoke till the expiration of the 
hour, generally in support of the biil, 

Mr. CRAMER, of New York, followed, and 
replied to the arguments adduced in opposition to 
the bill. 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. ` 


The House, at one o'clock, resumed the con- 
sideration of the resolutions reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, together with the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Wipe. 

Mr. McDUFFIE resumed his remarks in oppo- 
sition to the resolutions. The gentleman from 
New York,,by his executive syllogism, had dis- 
covered a power more efficient than any ever 
dreamed of by Archimedes. The gentleman had 
found a place for a fulcrum, and, by the applica- 


| tion of his newly-discovered lever power, wasable | 


to tottle the fabric of the Government into ruins. 
The gentleman had argued that, though legislative 


j| power could not be exercised by agency, yet 


the executive power could be. If he had taxed 
his ingenuity to frame an absurd proposition, he 
could not have better succeeded. Where did the 


| gentleman learn that the President, our dread sov- 


ereign, could appoint an agent for the exercise of 
his power, without authority of law? The Presi- 
dent of the United States was clothed with two 
kinds of power, wholiy separate from each other. 
Every power which the President could exercise 
was by thelawandunderthelaw. The executive 
power cannotcreatean agency, Why, sir, cannot 
we, before to-morrow’s sun, strike from existence 
this whole machinery of Government—executive 
departments, army, navy, judiciary, and all—and 
the next moment rear up another fabric of equal 
magnificence? And yet(says the gentleman from 
New York) Congress cannot create an executive 


agency. But letall these agents be ministers to the 
executive will, and where is the legislative power? 


Low was the 
President to execute the laws of the Union? By 
mherent power? By such agents as he chose to 
appoint? No; insuci manner and by such means 
as the law directs. The President was nothing’ 
more than the grand marshal to execute the decrees 
of legislation. : 

He passed to the power of appointment. He 
could not (he said) conceive how the power of dis- 
i missal from office came to be considered as an in- 
herent constitutional power in the President, inde- 
pendent of legislation. Nor was the question an 
immaterial one, whether this right of dismissal wag 
derived from the Constitution or from law, ag he 
should show. Was it nota legislative power to 
create an office, to prescribe its duties, to fix upon 
the degree of malversation which should be cause 
for dismissal? Sir, Į will tell you my opinion. 
Congress has a right to say for What causes offi- 
cers of the Government should be dismissed, ex- . 
cept the judges, whose tenure was settled by the 
Constitution. He believed, too, that it was time to 
interpose this legislative power, and let the officers 
of the Government know that they hold their places 
by a tenure less frail than that of the will of a sin- 
gle individual. He had adeep and solemn con- 
viction, that unless Congress interposed on this 
subject, the day was not. far distant when this 
Government would sink into absolute corruption 
and monarchy. Has it occurred to you, Mr. 
Speaker, (said Mr. McD.,) that upon the change 
of ministry and measures in England, the whole 
system of administration remains still in the hands 
of the same officers? Here, on the other hand, 
the doctrine is maintained and practiced upon, that 
each President may turn out his opponents and 
put in his friends. “It was boldly claimed for the 
President that he should have this power in order 
to secure his responsibility to the people for his 
measures. It was strange, he thought, to secure 
responsibility by putting at the disposal of a Pres- 
| ident a standing army of civil officers, scattered 
abroad through the Union; they were of more 
efficiency than ten times the number of soldiers. 
Look at the Blue Book, now rising in envious 
rivalry to the Red Book of England,and say what 
can resist such a powerful array of Executive in- 
fluence. When Cromwell usurped power, he used 
to say he sought it not—he received it by the grace 
of God, through the army, &c., the usual channel 
through which, in these latter days, the mercies 
of God are dispensed to his faithful worshippers. 
What have we seen in Ohio? A convention to 
| Nominate a candidate for the Presidency, two- 
thirds of it consisting of office-holders. Look at 
Pennsylvania. ‘Twelve months ago, the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania voted unanimously that the 
bank ought to be rechartered; now they reverse the 
opinion, and for what reason? Forno other reason 
than that which the grenadier gave for dispersing 
| the Council of Five Hundred: “ The General has 
ordered it. God forbid that the people should 
confirm the order. He warned the gentleman from 
Tennessee that if this doctrine of executive om- 
nipotence was established, in connexion with the 
aid of those who worship at the shrine of a saint 
whose name was unknown to the Christian calen- 
dar, the President would be armed with. an in- 
cantation more potent to call spirits from the 
vasty deep to do his ‘bidding. The President, in 
i his old age, when his vigor had survived his intel- 
lect, delirious with the adulation of sycophants, 
invokes the vengeance of Heaven upon those who 
support ap institution which he wishes to de- 
stroy, &c. 

„He then adverted to what he said was an inge- 
nious contrivance to encroach upon the limits of 
constitutional power—it was to represent the peo- 
ple in the President. If this doctrine was estab- 
lished, there never would be a President who would 


|| not be able to claim all power, as the representative 


| of the people. Every President could as well as- 
sume that the people had approved his measures 
and adopted all his principles, by electing him. 
Suppose the doctrine to be true, it would prove 
nothing in this case; for the people of the United 
States never had any reason to suppose that Gen- 
eral Jackson was opposed to a national bank, In 
his messages, he expressed hia hostility to the 


bank; but always introduced a saving clause in 
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trine was acted upon in this Hail. 

„we, and what are we? If we have lost the sub- 
stance, let us down with its forms. Why sit we 
here prating about the laws, and the public funds? 
Let us, in obedience to a New York organ, pass 
the appropriation and go home. Letus grease the 
wheels of the idol, and go home and tell our | 
wretched and distressed constituents to prostate 
themselves before it, and be crushed to atoms. 

It had been intimated that the President would | 
order us to go home, and that we should shortly | 
receive the royal mandate. If the President in- 
tends to prorogue his Parliament, he hoped he 
would do it with historic forms. Cromwell, after 
calling together a parliament which at first sup- 
ported him, though the majority afterwards turned į; 
against him, determined to prorogue them. He 
called them to his presence in the painted Cham- 
ber; (we, he supposed, would be convened in the 
east room.) He told them that they had been in 
session five months and had passed no bill; (our 
time was not quite out yet.) They had done 
nothing, except to encourage the Levellers to in- | 
trigue with the Cavaliers; (the Nullifiers with the 
National Republicans.) By their dispersion they 
had aided to throw the nation into confusion. By 
their slowness of proceeding, the soldiers had been 
compelled to take free quarters. (It had not come 
to that here yet, though we had not yet got the 
army appropriation bill through.) You suppose, 
continued Cromwell, that I cannot 1aise money, 
except through you. But he reminded them that 
he was inured to difficulties, and that God, on i| 
whom he relied, had helped him through all. The i 
people would be compelled, by necessity, to fur- 
nish him with supplies. The very same language ; 
(Mr. MeD said) had been officiaily used here in | 

` reference to Congress. Cromweli conc'uded his 
harangue by declaring that the good of the nation | 
did not require the continuance of the session, and 
he, therefore, did then and there dissolve the Par- 
liament, For one, (said Mr. McD.,) fam not dis- 
posed to take the hint. 4 will not, with my own | 
consent, adjourn without doing something to re- : 
lieve the people. We had-now a practical illus- i 
tration of the small degree of capacity necessary 
to enable a man to do an infinite deal of mischief. 
He would nat trust those to redeem the country 
who had involved it in the presentcalamities. On |) 
all sides we heard the cry, uttered on this floor by | 
the gentleman from New York, Perish commerce, | 
perish credit, perish banks, rather ihan forcé the | 
President to retrace his steps. 

[When Mr. MeDurrre finished this part of his _ 
speech, Mr. BearosLey interrupted him to make | 
an explanation in reierence to hisallusion to some | 
words which he attributed to him, (Mr. B) If) 
the gentleman from South Carolina had quoted |: 
the sentence correc.ly he would not have thought | 
it necessary tointerrupt him. But, as he had mis- |, 
quoted undesignelly, no doubt, in justice to the | 
gentleman and to himself, he would set him right, | 
‘The gentleman represented him as having said that , 
he would see commerce perish, &c., rather than | 
that the President should be compelled to retrace his 
steps. What he did say was, that he would see 
ail these calamities fall upon the country rather 
then see it prostrated beneath the power of the 
bank. He would seecommerce, &., perish, rather 
than the country should be compelled to submit to 
the dictation of that corporation, or any other 
This was his position, and it was precisely the 
converse of that which the gentleman from South i: 
Carolina maintained. | 

Mr. McD. continued. He did not profess to 
give the genileman’s words, but his interpretation 
of them. The explanation did not vary their 
meaning. He would suffer these evils because | 
their removal involved submission to the power of || 
the bank. It all came to the same thing. 

Mr. McD. then proceeded at considerable length |: 
to speak pf the present distress, and the remedies : 
by which the country could be relieved from it. | 
Mr. McD. having concluded— if 

Mr. MASON rose and said: f 

{t will be remembered, sir, in the commencement 
of the brilliant and powerful effort, which has just || 
received such fixed and merited attention, the hon- i 


i 


| mentary measure by which a legislative assembly | 
| can restrain discussion or compel a decision of a } 


‘ground of complaint if, in thevery presence of the 


i many members who, being stockholders in the 


orable gentleman from South Carolina alluded, 
with somewhat of reproach, to the only parlia- j 


Anthony, Archer, Beale, Bean, Beardsley; Beau- 
i mont, Jobn Bell, Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, 
' ‘Brown, Bunch, Burd, Bynum,Cambreleng,Camp- 


debated question, however essential to the public || bell, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, 


interests. He called it, sir, a “ signal of retreat.” 

Lam nota military man, as is that gentleman; | 
but if I may be permitted to use his martial figure, | 
1 would call it the stern-order of ‘* charge bayo- | 
net,” to which the most skilful general has some- 
times to resort to terminate a protracted conflict, 
and bring a manceuvring adversary to decisive 
action. I feel assured that there can be no just 


blaze of his eloquence; if, having received the 
unanswered fire of that tremendous park of artil- 
lery which that gentleman supplies and commands, 
those who approve the resolutions of the commit- 
tee are willing to abide this decisive charge. 

It cannot be necessary, sir, that I should remind 
the House how long the subject of this debate has 
been under consideration: how injuriously the 
uncertainty of its resultaffects the business of the 
whole community; how necessary it is, as far as 
may be, by our decision, to allay the agitation and 
excitement which distract the country. In my 
poor jadgment, the time has come when our daty 
requires a definitive disposition of this great and | 
absorbing question. Impelled by a sense of duty, 
I demand the previous question. 

Mr. BRIGGS, ard Mr. HALL, of North Car- 
olina, were appointed tellers, and the House sec- 
onded the call— 

Ayes 114, noes 105. . 

Mr. SELDEN rose to a question of order, By j 
the 36ih rule of the House, no member should | 
vote upon a question in which he is interested. 

The SPEAKER decided that such a question 


onded the call for the previous question. 
Mr. SELDEN said he understood there were 


State banks selected by the Secretary for the de- 


‘| pository uf the public money, were interested in 


the present question, and came within the rule. 
The SPEAKER said, when any member who 


time to raise such an objection. 
Mr. VANCE moved an adjournment, . 
Mr. POLK called for the yeas and nays on hi 
motion; which were ordered. 


The motion was decided in the negative—yeas |). 7. 


103, nays 119. 

Mr. DICKSON, of New York, moved a call 
of the House, and called for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered, and a motion for a call was 
rejected: 

Yeas 100, nays 120. 


Mr. CHILTON said, if it was in order, he i; a ee 
‘| make further provision by law, prescribing the 


would move that the first resolution, viz: That 
the Bank of the United States ought not to be 
rechartered,’’ should be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER decided, that inasmuch as a. 


motion to lay on the table was of the second class |: 


i 
of privileged questions, whist a call for the pre- į 
vious question was in the third class, the motion | 
of Mr. C. having precedence, was in order. 


Mr. CHILTON then-asked for the yeas and |, 
i nays on his motion to lay the first resolution on |: 
tbe table, which were ordered; and the question į; 


thereon having been put, was decided in the nega- ; 
tive: : 
Yeas 82, nays 136 i 
YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman | 
Allen, J. J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, | 
Barber, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty, James M. Beil, | 
Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burges, Cage, Chambers, 


Chilton, Choate, William Clark, Corwin, Coulter, | 
l: Crane, Crockett, Darlington, A. Davis, Deberry, 
Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, Elis- | 
| worth, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, | 
Fillmore, Foot, PhiloC. Fuller,Graham »Grennell, 


Hiland Hati, Eiard, Hardin James Harper, Hazel- ; 


tine, Heath, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, Kirg, iE 
Lay, Lincoin, Martindale, Marshall, McCarty, i 


McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, 
Pinckney, 
B. Shepard, A. Hl. Shepperd, W. 
Stewart, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, : 
Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, | 
Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whitlesey, Wii- 
liams, Wilson, and Yeung—82. 


could not then be raised, the House having sec- j; 


Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Selden, William | 
Slade, Sloane, |! 


| Claiborne, Samuel Clark, Clay,Clayton Clowney, ; 
| Coffee, Connor, Cramer, W. R. Davis, Dayen- ` 

i port, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Felder, 
| Forester, Foster, William K. Faller, Fulton, Gal- 
| braith, Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Grayson, 


|| Griffin, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
‘| Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 


Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, How- 
| ard, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, 
William Cost Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson; Seaborn Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Thomas 
Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah 
Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, John Y. Mason, 
Moses Mason, McIntire, McKay,’ McKinley, 
MeLene, McVean, Miller, H. Mitchell, Robert 
Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Peyton, 
Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, 
Rencher, Schenck, Schley, Charles Slade, Smith, 
Spangler, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Wm. Tay- 
lor, Wm. P. Taylor, F. Thomas, Thomson, Tar- 
ner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, and Wilde—136. 
So the House refused to lay this resolution on 
the table. he. 
Mr. WILDE appealed to the courtesy: of the 
i House, as it was obvious there could be no further 
i debate, to permit the vote to be taken, that his 
‘friends might have an opportunity of recording 
i their sentiments on the amendment submitted by 
i kim, “that the reasons of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for removing the deposites were insuffi- 
cient. 
The SPEAKER said this was not in order, 
, except by unanimous consent of the House. 
Mr. POLK objected. 
: Mr. BURD then moved to lay the other resolu- 
: tions (being the 24, 34, and 4ih) of the committee 


€ V9 | on the table. 
was interested was about to vote, then was the |! 


| Mr. BARRINGER called for a division on this 
question. Ordered.. ' 

Mr. DAVENPORT demanded the yeas and 
‘nays; which were ordered. 

The question on the 21 and 


3d resolutions, 


: 2. Resolved, That the public deposites ought 


ii not to be restored to the Bank of the United. > 
1 States. j : 


3. Resolved, That the State banks aught. to be 
continued as the places of deposite of the public 
money, and that it is expedient for Congress to 


| mode of selection, the securities to be taken, and 
the manner and terms on which they are to be 
employed— 

Was then put and decided in the negative—yeas 
` 95, nays 125. 


| Y£BAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
l Join J, Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 


Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty, 
James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Bur- 
ges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, 
Claiborne, William Clark, Clayten, Clowney, 
Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, A. 
Davis, Davenport, Deverry, Deming, Denny, 
Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, E. 
Everett, H. Everett; Ewing, Felder, Foot, Foster, 
Falron, Gholson, Gordon, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, H. Ball, Hard, Hardin, J. Harper, bfazel- 
tine, Heath, J.W. Huntington, Wim, Cost John- 
son, H. King, Lincoln, Martindale, Marshall, 
McComas, McKay, McKennan, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Sel- 
: den, A. H. Shepperd, W. Slade, Sloane, Stewart, 
Wm. B. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins. 
Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. 
White, F. Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
| Williams, Wilson, and Young—93. s 
NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, J. 
| Bell, Blair, Bockee, Bouldin, Brown, Banch, By- 
num, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Cha- 
: ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, ° 
| Cramer, Warren R. Davis, Day, Dickerson; Dick- 
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Jarvis, Richard M John Noadiah panes i 
Cave Johnson; Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, || bra 
Kavanagh, Kipnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, || Griffin, Joseph Hall, ‘Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
Lawrence, Lay, L. Lea, T. Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, |; Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K, Mann, || Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, Henderson, 
Mardis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McCar- |; Howel, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, 
ty, Mcintire, McKinley, McLene, McVean, Mil- |! Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
ler, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, | Johnson, ) 
Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, | nagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
Dotee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pier- || rence, Lay, L. Lea, T. Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, 
son, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Schenck, || Lyon, Lytle, A. Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, 


son, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kava~ | 


Schley, W. B. Shepard, Shinn, Charles Slade, || J. Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McIntire, McKay, 
Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, || 
William Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, 
Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, Whallon—125. 

So the House refused to lay these resolutions on 
the table. 

Mr. WILDE renewed his appeal to have a vote 
taken on his amendment. 

Mr. ARCHER suggested that the member from 


Georgia could have an opportunity hereafter of || 


submitting his amendment as è distinct proposi- 
tion, ` 

The question then being—Shall the main ques- 
tion now be put? (which cuts off the amendments, ) 
the House decided in the affirmative. Yeas 114, | 
nays 106. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John 
Bell, John Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, 
Bunch, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, S. Clark, Clay, Coffee, 
Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson ,Dun- 
lap, Forester, W. K. Fulier, Galbraith, Gillet, Jo- 
seph Hall, T. H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer,Hannegan, 
Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Haw- | 
kins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Ben. Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Thos, Lee, Leavitt, 
Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel 
K. Mann, Mardis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, 
Melntyre, McKay, McKinley,McLene,McVean, 
Miller, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlen- 
berg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Pat- 
terson, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, 
Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Shinn, 
Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, 
Sutherland, William Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, '! 
Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, Whallon—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ash- 
ley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, 
Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, 
Burd, Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chil- 
ton, Choate, Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, 
Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Dar- 
lington, Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Daven- 

ort, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, |! 
uncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Hor- || 
ace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Fos- | 


McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, Henry 
Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
| Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Pink- 
ney, Plummer, Polk, Rencher, Schenck, Schley, 
Shinn, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Suth- 
erland, William Taylor, Wm. P. Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, 
W hallon—132. 

|. NAYS-—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
| John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, Bar- 
ber, Barniiz, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty, James M. 
| Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burges, Cage, Cham- 
| bers, Chilton, Choate, William Clark, Corwin, 
| Coulter,Crane,Crockett, Darlington, Amos Davis, 


can, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace 
Everett, Fillmore, Foot, Philo C. Fuller, James, 
| Graham, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 
James Flarper, Hazeltine, Jabez W. Huntington, 
Jackson, William C. Johnson, Lincoln, Martin- 
dale, Marshall, McCarty, McComas, McDuffie, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Pope, Potts, 
Reed, Wm. B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
William Slade, Charles Slade, Sloane, Spargler, 
j Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, 
Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, Frederick 
Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, 
Wilson, Young—82. 

The question being taken upon concurring in 


| 


not to be restored,” it was decided in the afirma- 

tive—Yeas 118, nays 103, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 

Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John 


Gilmer, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall. Halsey, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison ; 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Hende-son, How- 


jell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, 


Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kava- 


Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, 
Mardis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McCarty, 
Mcintire, McKay, McKinley, McLene, McVean ; 


Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Dun-’ 


Bell, John Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, į 
| Bunch, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
Í Casey, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Con- 
nor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, | 
i Forester, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, 


nagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- | 
rence, Luke Lee, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, | 


ter, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gholson, Gordon, || 


Miller, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muh- 
Graham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, || 


a | lenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, 
Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, |; Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin 
Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, William Cost || Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, 
Johnson, King, Lay, Lincoln, Martindale, Mar- || Schley, Shinn, Charles Siade, Smith, Spangler, 
shall, McCarty, McComas, McDuffie, McKennan, | Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, Wiliam 
Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Ram- i Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turrill, Van- 
say, Reed, Rencher, Selden, William B. Shepard, || derpoel, Wegener, Ward, Wardwell, 
A. H.Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, || Webster, W hallon—118. 

Stewart, William P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Al- 
Tompkins, Turner, Tweedy, Vance. Vinton, Wat- || len, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 
mough, Edward D. White, Frederick Whittle- Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, Beat- 
sey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, | ty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Bard, 
Young—106. i Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, 


Mr. WILDE called for a division of the ques- || Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, 


tion on the resolutions. Ordered. : ! Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, 
The question on the first resolution, viz: that 


€ | Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, De- 
“ The Bank of the United States ought Not to be | berry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson Duncan, 
rechartered,” was decided in the affirmative. Yeas | Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace, Eve- 
132, nays 82, . ee rett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Philo 
YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, i 


i C. Faller, Fulton, Gholson, Gordon, Grah Š 
Anthony, Archer, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beau- |i Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, 


Wayne, | 


braith, Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Grayson |i 


the second resolution, ‘‘ That the déposites ought || 


—Yeas 117, nays 105, as follows: . 
YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
John Bell, John Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brown, Bunch, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichac', 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Sam’! Clark, Clay, 
Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dick- 
inson, Dunlap, Forester, William K. Fuller, Gal- 
braith, Gillet, Gilmer, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. 
Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. 
Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, 


| Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntingtor, 


Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johu- 
son, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Berjamin 


| Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, La- - 
| porte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, 
: Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel 


K. Mann, Mardis, JohnY. Mason, Moses Mason, 
McCarty, McIntire, McKay, McKinley, McLene, 
McVean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitch- 
ell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, 
Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin 


i Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, 


Schley, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speizht, 
Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, 


| Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoe!, 


Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward well, Wayne, 
Webster, and Whallon—117. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Al- 


| len, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 


Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty , 
Jas. M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Clai- 
borne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, 
Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, Warren R. 
Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, 
Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, 


; Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, 
| Fulton, Gholson, Gordon, Graham, Grayson, 


, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 


James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Jabez W. Hun- 
tington, Jackson, William C. Johnson, King, Lay, 
Lincoln, Martindale, Marshall, McComas, Me- 
Duffie, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, 
Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Selden, 
William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, Wm. 
P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, 


; Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. 


White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Wilde, Williams, Wilson, and Young—105. 
The question was then taken on coneurring in 
the fourth resolution, as follows: ; 
“4. Resolved, That for the purpose of ascer- 
‘taining, as far as practicable, the cause of the 
‘commercial embarrassment and distress com- 


‘plained of by numerous citizens of the United 


| “States, in sundry memorials which have been 


‘ presented to Congress at the present session, and 
‘of inquiring whether the charter of the Bank of 


| ‘the United States has been violated, and also 
‘what corruptions and abuses have existed in its 


‘management, whether it has used its corporate 
‘power, or money, to control the press, to inter- 
‘ fere in politics, or influence elections, and whether 
‘it has had any agency, through its machinery, 
‘ or money, in producing the existing pressure, a 
‘select committee be appointed to inspect the 
‘books, and examine into the proceedings of the 


‘said bank, who shall report whether the pro- 
| visions of the charter have been violated or not; 


‘and also what abuses, corruptions, or, malprac- 
‘tices have existed in the management of said 
‘bank, and that the said committee be authorized 


: ‘to send for persons and papers, and to summon 


‘and examine witnesses on oath, and to examine 
‘into the affairs of the said bank and branches; 


' tand they are further authorized to visit the prin- 
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‘cipal bank, or any of its branches, for the pur- 
‘pose of inspecting the books, correspondence, 
‘accounts, and other papers connected with its 
‘t management or business; and that the said com- 
‘mittee be required to report the result of such 
‘investigation, together with the evidence they 
‘may take, at as early a day as practicable.” 

And the fourth resolution was concurred in— 
yeas 17], nays 42, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, H. Allen, John 
J. Allen, Wiliam Allen, Archer, Ashley, Barrin- 
ger, Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
John Beli, James M. Bell, Blair, Bockee, Boon, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Bunch, Burges, Bynum, 
Cage, Campbell, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel Clark, 
Wm. Clark, Clay, Clowney, Coffee, Connor, Cor- 
win, Coulter, Cramer, W. R. Davis, Davenport, 
Day, Deberry, Deming, Dennis, Dickerson, Dick- 
inson, Duncan, Dunlap, H. Everett, Ewing, Fel- 
der, Fillmore, Forester, Foster, P. C. Fuller, W. 
K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gholson, Gillett, 
Gordon, Graham, Grayson, Grinnell, J. Halt, 
H. Hall, T.H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Hardin, J. M. Harper, James Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, Howell, 

. Hubbard, A. Huntington, Inge, Jackson, Jarvis, 
William Cost Johnson, R. M. Johnson, Noadiah 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, S. Jones, B. Jones, Kav- 
anagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, 
Lawrence, Lay, L. Lea, T. Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, A. Mann, J. K. Mann, Mar- 
tindale, Mardis, J. Y. Mason, Moses Mason, 
McCarty, McComas, McIntire, McKay, McKin- 
ley, McLene, McVean, Miller, H. Mitchell, R. 
Mitchell, Moore, Muhlenberg, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Peyton, 
F. Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ram- 
say, Rencher, Schenck, Schley, Selden, A. H. 
Shepperd, Shinn, William Slade, Charles Slade, 
Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Speight, Standifer, Stew- 
art, Stoddert, Sutherland, Wm. Taylor, Wm. R. 
Taylor, F. Thomas, P. Thomas, Thomson, Tur- 
ner, Tarrill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, W hallon, F. Whit- 
tlesey, E. Whittlesey, Wilde, Wilson—171. 

NAYS—Messrs. 7: Q. Adams, Chilton Allan, 
Anthony, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Beatty, Bin- 
ney, Burd, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Clayton, 
Crane, Crockett, Darlington, Amos Davis, Denny, 
Dickson, Evans, E. Everett, Gilmer, Hard, Ha- 
zeltine, Henderson, Lincoln, Marshall, McDuffie, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Murphy, Pinckney, 
Potts, Reed, W. B. Shepard, Tompkins, Tweedy, 
Vanee, Watmruzh, Williams, Young—43 

Mr. THOMAS, of. Louisiana, obtained the 
unanimous consent of the House to submit a mo- 
tion that when the House adjourns it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee of investigation was ordered to 
consist of seven members. 

Mr. WILDE offered as an amendment to the 
resolutions a fifth resolution. : 

Mr. POLK moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WILDE asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative. Yeas 123, nays 7. 

The House then adjourned, at half past seven, 
to meet on Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 7, 1834. 

Mr. SILSBEE presented a memorial signed by 
twelve hundred inhabitants of Salem, Massachu- 
setts, praying Congress to make some arrange- 
ment for the regulation of the currency of the 
country; to restore the deposites to the Bank of 
the United States; and to recharterthebank. The 
memorial was read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. ` 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
heirs of the late Robert Fulton, deceased, praying 
compensation for the construction of steam frig- 
ates, and other services; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WRIGHT ted the petition of three || i 
ne ie aie K | 50 inhabitants of Muskingum county, Ohio, pray- 


hondred and fifty-five citizens of Syracuse, New 


York, praying the restoration of the deposites to 
the Bank of the United States; which was read, | 


| of the Legislature of Ohio: 


| West Point, and recommending its abolishment. | 


referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered | 


to be printed. f : 

Also, a memorial signed by eleven hundred and 
forty-th ree citizens of Rochester, New York, sus- 
taining the Executive, and praying that the depos- 
ites may not be restored to the Bank of the United 
States, or that institution be rechartered. Read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

_Mr. KANE presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Illinois, praying aid from Congress to 
construct a road from Chicago, in Michigan, to 
Vincennes, in Indiana; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the pre- | 


amble and resolutions of a large meeting of the |! 


democracy of Essex county, New Jersey,adverse 
to a recharter of the Bank of the United States, 
opposed to a restoration of the deposites, and 
declaring the unlimited confidence of the meeting | 
in the National Executive. The proceedings were 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Brown, and a bill for the relief of Alexander J. 
Robertson. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of Samuel 
Hardesty, of Indiana; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BIBB presented a memorial, signed by 
upwards of 1,000 inhabitants of Shelby county, 
Kentucky, praying a recharter of the Bank of | 
the United States, and a restoration of the public 
deposites to that institution, which was read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a series of resolutions 


1. Asking grants of lands for the benefit of | 
schools. Referred to the Committee on Public į 
Lands, and ordered to be printed, 

2, Disapproving of the Military Academy at | 


Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

3. Asking aid from Congress for the construc- ; 
tion of the Ohio and Pennsylvania canal. Re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and 
ordered to be printed. 

4. Recommending an appropriation of lands for 
the benefit of officers and soldiérs of the late war. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to’ be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the‘petition of Daniel 
Taylor, which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. a 

Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the better organization of 
the district courts of Alabama. 

Mr. BIBB presented the petition of Moses 
Archer; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. i 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of inhabitants of the town of Tarborough 
and its vicinity, in the county of Edgecomb, North | 
Carolina, opposed to a recharter of the Bank of į 
the United States, and against a restoration of the 
deposites to that corporation. Read, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER. 


Being Mr. Cray’s resolutions relative to the | 
Executive power of removal from office, was post- | 
poned, on his motion, and made the order of the į 
day for this day fortnight. 

Mr. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
directed to communicate to the Senate the name of | 
any agent, or agents, employed by him, to trans- 
act the business of the Treasury with the banks 
selected for the deposite of the public funds; the 
nature of the duties performed by said agent or 
agents; the amount of compensation paid for the 
discharge of the said duties; and by whom, and 
from what fund the said compensation is paid, and 
whether the said agent or agents have been ap- 
pointed in pursuance of law. : 

Mr. EWING presented a memorial, signed by 


PRESTON offered the following resolution: || 


Mr. EWING said that although the memorial 
merited respectful consideration, yet, under exist- 
ing circumstances, any legislation on the’ subject 


time to come, he thou 
inexpedient. 

On his motion, the memorial was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that he should, on 
Wednesday, move to take up his motion for the 
repeal of the Force bill. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The several resolutions submitted on Friday 
last, were considered and adopted. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: , 

A bill for the relief of William S. Anderson. 

A bill for the relief of Garrigues Flaujac. 

The bill for the relief of Elihu Hall Bay being 
under consideration, a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. WHITE, POINDEXTER, WAGGA- 
MAN, KANE, and BLACK, participated. 
| Mr. BLACK moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost. Yeas 14, nays 14. : 
The debate was resumed by Messrs. FOR- 
SYTH, FRELINGHUYSEN, PRESTON, 
| WHITE, and SPRAGUE, when Mr. PORTER 
| renewed the motion to lay the bill upon the table, 
which prevailed. 

The bill appropriating $350,000 for the construc- 
| tion of a lateral branch of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, coming up, on its final passage— 

„Mr. HENDRICKS said, he thought this was a 
bill containing some provisions which ought to be 
| attended to. The bill appropriated $350,000, or 
$30,000 a year for twenty years, for carrying the 
| mail. It was a general principle not to charge the 
Government for the transportation of the mail on 
common roads, and he thought the principle a 
proper one in this case. 


ght, would be unwise and 


i 


of Columbia. 

Mr. GRUNDY was in favor of the motion. It, 
| was very doubtful whether the principle in the bill 
| suggested by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 

Henpricxs] ought to be established. He did not 
| think Congress should bind itself to pay a stipu-: 
| lated sum for the performance of a specific duty., 
j It was impossible now to say what, in twenty 
| years, it might be expedient for the Government, 

to do in regard to the transportation of the mail., 
The proposed arrangement might do very well, 
i now, but something might occur, before that time, , 
which might prove that the arrangement was. not; 
| a desirable one for the public interest.. He would 
rather give the company a much larger sum, and. 
let them carry the mail free of: charge as long as 
the Government chose. : 

Mr. SPRAGUE observed that the chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia was 
absent, and to recommit the bill to the committee, 
would seem like an expression of opinion that it. 
ought to be amended; he preferred, therefore, that 
the bill should be laid on the table; which was. 
agreed to. ` f 

The following bills were read a third time and 
| passed: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 

A bill for the relief of John. A. Webster. 

A bill for the relief of Hishe Homa, otherwise 
called Captain Red Pepper. 

The resolution of Mr. POINDEXTER, author- 
izing the printing of 1,000 copies of the Journals 
of the old Congress, being called up, it was, upon 
his motion, Jaid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to executive business, and, after spending 
some time therein, adjourned. * ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Moxpay, April 7, 1834. 

The CHAIR announced the following as the 
Committee of Bank Investigation, under the 4th 
resolution adopted by the House on Friday jaat: 
Messrs. Tuomas of Maryland, (chairman,) Ever- 
ETT of Massachusetts, MUHLENBERG of Pennsyl- 
vania, Mason of Virginia, ELLSWORTH of Con- 


ing the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


il necticut, Mann of New York, LYTLE of 


Ohio. 
Mr. BURGES presented a memorial from sun- 


by Congress, at present, and probably for some : ` 


) He therefore moved to . l 
|| recommit the bill to the Committee on the District. 
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dry citizens of- Bristol county, Rhode Island, 
together with a letter enclosing it; the reading of 
which he asked, : 

The CHAIR said the letter could only be read 
by unanimous consent. 

An objection being made, the letter was not 
read. 

The memorial was, on motion cf Mr. BUR- 
GES, read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
rinted. . 

Mr. BURGES moved a restoration to the files 
of the House of certain letters, read on the last 
petition day by his colleague. 

The CHAIR said it could be done only by 
tinanimous consent, and even then it would be 
irregular. 


We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient | Mr. Speak 
servants, Signed: 

JOHN D’WOLF, 
JOHN GLADDING, jr. 
P. BORDEN, 
H. POTTER DIMOND, k eop 
D. A. MORRIS, | primary assemblies throughout my district adopted 
H. C. WARDWELL, 
JACOB BABBITT, 
ICHABOD DAVIS, 
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dissenting voice. 

two hundred delegates thus chosen were ass:m- 

JOSEPH M. BLAKE, bled; and itis fair to-presume thata majority of 

. GREEN WOOD REYNOLDS. || my constituents entertain the sentiments conveyed 

Hon. Durse J. Pearce. i | to this Flouse through this memorial and these 
f; nes 

To the Hon. Dutee J. Pearce: resolutions. 1 have before me the proceedings of. 


i , _ || some of the meetings in the county townsat which 
Sir: The undersigned, who constitute a portion || these delegates were chosen, expressive of the 


Mr. PEARCE presented the resolutions and 
proceedings of a numerous and highly respectable 
meeting of the Democratic Republicans of the city 
of Providence, convened on the 26th ultimo, ap- 
proving of the measures of the Executive in rela- 
tion to the Bank of the United States and the 
deposites. . 5 À 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the 
working-men of that city, approving of the same 
measures. 

Also, the proceedings and resolutions of a nu- 
merous meeting of citizens recently held in North 


of your constituents, take this mode briefly toad- | 


dress you, and to cffer some suggestions on the 
present agitated state of the public mind on the 
bank question. Waiving a detail of reasons with 
which you are already familiar, we are of opinion 
that, under present circumstances, the Bank of the 
United States cannot, will not, and ought not to 
be rechartered, ‘because the proof is abundant, 


clear, and irresistible, thatit has fallen into abuses , 


of its trust, manifold, high-handed, and alarm- 
ing. ” 

We are further of opinion that the present em- 
barrassinent of trade, for want of money, is prin- 


same sentiments, but in stronger langusge. I 


| should have contented myself with the bare pre- 
sentation of these proceedings without a single 


remark, if I had not perceived that they had been 
publicly arraigned before l had an opportunity of 
presenting them here, J have perceived also, that 
in the remarks made on thepresentation ofanother 
memorial from my district in the other branch of 
Congress, I have been publicly charged with mis- 
representation. I owe itto this House, as well 
as to myself, to make an explanation, and 1 ask 
permission, Mr. Speaker, to do so. : 
Leave being granted— - 


Providence, againsta recharter of the United States 
Bank, and the restoration of the deposites. 


(The following communications addressed to | 
him he asked leave to present, but as they could 
not be presented without the unanimous consent 
of the House, (they not being, in form, memorials,) 
and some few individuals objecting to their pre- 
sentation, we give them to the public through our | 


columns: 
BrisroL, March 19, 1834. | 


Sr: Without deeming it advisable at the pres- | 
ent time to call a public meeting upon the subject, 
and without soliciting additional names, or making | 
known to others this expression of our sentiments, | 
we wish individually to express our approbation 
of your present course in Congress, particularly 
in relation to the recharter of the United States 
Bank and the restoration of the deposites. We 
do not mean to say that cmbarrassments in busi- 
ness are not felt here as in other parts of the coun- 
try, but it seems to us idle to pretend that the 
removal of the deposites could of itself have caused 
them without the cffective agency of thebank. We | 
do not know that the removal was necessary at the 
precise time when it was made; but if a new leace 
is not to be given to this institution, they must į 
have been removed sooner or later, and can see no | 
reason why the time selected was not as favorable | 
to the object ss any other time. In our opinion, | 
the bank has pursued a systematic plan of oper- 
ations against the Executive, and a return of the | 
deposites would be a triumph of the bank—a tri- | 
umph over the Executive and the Government. į 


cipally owing to the feverisit state of the public 
mind, occasioned more by political intrigue than 
all other causes put together. 

The experience of the world fully proves, that 
in all commercial and manufacturing countries the 
ebbs and flows of the money market are as certain, 
though not so regular, as those of the ocean tides, 
and that, in time, either is certain to produce the 
other. 

Our opinion also is, that a bank, whose operations 
could be extended throughout the whole natien, 
has heretofore been, and if continued, or another 
created by Congress, would hereafter be highly 
beneficial to the country, not only as a fiscal agent 
of the Government, and a safe and convenient 
deposite of the funds of the treasury, but also an 
efacient aid in the operations of the mercantile 
and other business classes of the community. 

Such a bank, wethink, should be entirely above 
question or doubt as to its constitutionality; which 
is not the case with the present United States Bank, 
some of the ablest statesmen of the country having |! 
insisted on the contrary; and, in our opinion, it 
should be Jocated somewhere within the exclusive 
territorial jurisdiction of the General Govern- 
ment. j} 

The bank should be authorized to establish its 
branches in any, or all of the States of the Union, 
provided it could be done by an amicable arrange- | 
ment with the State gcvernments, paying to the j 
several States, where the same might be estab- 
lished, a reasonable tax, uniform, and as nearly 
equal as possible, so as to yield an income to the į 
We daily hear arguments advanced as proofs of the States, but to be subject to no requisition for | 
necessity of a bank, but in this vicinity no reasons |, Money to the General Government. : . 
are offered to our knowledge for the continuance || These suggestions we offer to your consideration | 
of the presentone. We regard all great moneyed |, in the nature of advice, as we do notat all presume 
institutions of this kind as dangerousin republican |i to dictate. They are made to you individually, 
governments, and if necessary, are necessary evils; || With our permission, however, that you lay them 
and in our view their dangerous tendency is greatly, || before Congress, should you deem it advisable to 
increased by duration, by the foothold they gain, || do so, but not expressing any wish of our own in 
the additional power, and the nature of independ- į the last respect. : 
ent perpetual corporations, they acquire by suc- We are, very respectfully, your friends and | 
cessive recharters. Weare aware that a few indi- || fellow-citizens. 
viduals in this place, who have an interest init, are {Signed by one hundred and one names.} 
friendly to the present bank, but we assure you || Newront, R. L, March 12, 1834. | 
that the friends of the Administration here, gen- i; Petitions were presented by Messrs. YOUNG | 
erally, are opposed to itsrecharter. We could not | and ELLSWORTH. 
reasonably expect that it would die withouta strug- || Mr. HEMAN ALLEN presented a memorial 
gle for life, be the consequences of that struggle to |! from sundry citizens of Vermont, praying Con- 
the country whatit may, and if the present em- |! gress to adopt measures to restore a sound cur- 
barrassments are general and serious, it is a proof || rency. Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
that it can be a terrific engine of evil. Yet, hold- || printed. 
ing that temporary pecuniary interests and particu- Mr. SLADE presented resolutions adopted ata | 
lar instances of individual distress are light and |! meeting of the citizens of Rutland county, praying 
trifling in comparison-with the purity and perma- || the restoration of the deposites, and condemning 
nency of our republican institutions, we wish not || their removal, &c. Read, laid on the table and 
to see our representatives flinch and falter at the || ordered to be printed. 4 
first exertion of its power. We therefore beg you, Mr. LANSING presented a memorial from 
siz, to accept our hearty thanks for the firm and |! sundry citizens of Albany, against the recharter ; 
manly tone with which you have supported the |} of the bank, and the restoration of the deposites 
patriotic views on this subject of the Chief Magis- || Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 
trate of the nation. Mr. PIERSON rose and said:— 


| Mr. P. proceeded: Before I avail myself of this 
indulgence, it is proper that I should briefly state 
| the character of this convention and the substance 
of the memorial and resolutions. I have already 
made mention of the number of delegates that 
attended this convention. I neednotadd that th-y 
were highly respectable. The people who choss 
them in their primary assemblies, have given you 
a sufficient guarantee of their respectability. It 
may sometimes happen that, in the circulation of 
memorials for signatures, fictitious names may be 
placed upon the roll, or genuine ones obtained, by 
fraud and misrepresentation; but it rarely hap- 
péħs that delegates, chosen directly by the people, 
will dare to deceive or misrepresent them. Sir, it 
is with some degree of pride that I acknowledge a 
personal acquaintance with most of these delegates. 
There are few, very few, among them, who are 
wealthy; but thereare many, very many of them, 
who, by honest industry, have acquired a compe- 
tency, which they are, no doubt, desirous of pre- 
serving, but which they will cheerfully surrender, 
if necessary, in defence of public liberty. They 
are engaged in all the great departments of human 
industry. A large proporticn of them are employed 
in agriculture; an employment which forms the 
foundation of national wealith—I had almost said 
of national virtue. Some of them are engaged in 
commerce and manufactures; and many of them 
are mechanics and artisans, whose skill and indus- 
try is unsurpassed by any other people in any 
other section of our country. 

Sir, in order that I may not be again charged 
with misrepresentation, let me not be misunder- 
stood as to the political character of this conven- 
tion. lt was not composed of no-party men, nor 
; was it an assemblage of persons without distinc- 
tion of party. We have such meetings in the 
State of New York by name, puget is too much 
intelligence in the main body of the people, to be 
deceived by them. We know, then, that when a 
call of a meeting without distinction of party is 
made, it is to be composed chiefly, if not exclu- 
sively, of the opponents of the Administration. 
The friends of the Administration have never dis- 
guised or concealed their political names. They 
are republicans—they avow themselvessuch. This 
convention was a republican convention. It was 
called and convened by that name. It adopted 
the proceedings I am about to present by that 
name; and however odious the name may now be 
to certain politicians, it will never become obsolete, 
so long as we preserve our present form of Govern- 
ment. Let New York and New York politicians 
he abused ever so much,a political party will exist 
there. It has existed ever since the formation of 
our Government. It existed when Mr. Jefferson 
was first elected President. His political princi- 
ples are still fondly cherished in New York by a 
political party; and it is this party, which, at this 
trying time, will be found, as it always has been, 
opposed to a rational bank; and, as a matter of 
course, opposed to the restoration of the deposites. 
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The substance of the memorial that I am about to 
present may, therefore, be inferred. The memori- 
ulists tell you, in the most respectful language, that, 
in common with a great majority of the people of 
the United States, they had viewed, with unfeigned 
alarm, the power of this bank. They tell you, 
too, that they had deemed the result of the last 
presidential canvass a decisive expression of the 
public will that this dangerous institution should 
not be perpetuated. They tell you, moreover, that 
they were aware that the charter of so great a mo- 
nopoly would not be suffercd to expire without a 
struggle—that they anticipated ali its movements 
to excite public alarm, derange the currency, and 
prostrate individual credit. 

But they tell you notwithstanding that they ap- 


prove of the measures of the Administration in |. 


relation to this institution, and that they are con- 
vinced that its demands for a recharter should be 
refused, for the purpose of effectually resisting 
this war of the bank upon public and individual 


opposed to the recharter of the bank, and to the res- 


pressive of the same sentiments in bolder language. 
Sir, I have felt myself called upon to say thus 


against them, 

l have before mea paper published by the print- 
ers to this House, which contains the publication 
of a letter written in my district, and read in the 
Senate, an extract of which I beg leave to read 
here. Jt is in these words: 

“ Ere this arrives, you will have heard of certain 
‘resolutions passed in a county convention, called 
‘by the office-holders and their creatures, to attend 
‘through the power of party discipline, approba- 
‘ting the course of the President. But such can- 
‘not be the sober sense of the county. Themeet- 
‘ing, we presume, was got up in consequence of 
tour memorial.” 

This letter, as is said, was signed by nine or ten 
citizens of Troy, and at the head of the list was 
the mayor ofthe city. Their names are not pub- 
lished, though I am informed they were made pub- 
lic when the letter was read. They have been 
reported to me. 


are men of great wealth, and all of them of 
respectability. But most if not all of them have 
been known as belonging to a political party which 
Mr. Jefferson has most faithfully described, and |; 
whose principles and motives he detected at an || 
early period in the history of our Government. In |! 
short, sir, they are Federalists. At this day there 
are very few persons inthe district I represent who 
will avow themselves such; but from the senti- 
ments expressed in this letter, it may be taken for 


granted these nine or ten gentlemenarenotaverse to +: 


such avowal. “ This convention,’ say they, ‘was 
called by the office-holders and their creatures,” 
aye, “creatures,” Mr. Speaker. This is not an 
uncommon expression. It is often applied indis- 


criminately to the democracy and yeomanry of |: 


my district. Ido not intend to rebukethose gen- 
tlemen for the remark. It was nota casual ex- 


pression—it was deliberately made; it undoubtedly |: 


conveys the ‘* sober sense’’ and meaning of these 
nine or ten gentlemen. They believe, no doubt, 
as an eminent statesman and leader of their party 
believed.and said, before the adoption of our Con- 
stitution, ‘that all communities divide themselves 
‘into the few andthe many: the first are rich and 
€ wcll born; the others, the mass of the people. The 
‘ people are turbulent and changing—they seldom 
* judge or determine right; give, therefore, to the 
‘first class a distinct and permanent share in the 
‘Government.”? Sir, those gentlemen carry out 
this principle. ‘This meeting,” say they, “ we 
presume was got up in consequence of our memo- 
rial.” Thus we see that those nine or ten very 
worthy, very wealthy, and very respectable gen- 


tlemen, claim as their memorial, one that has here- |: 
tofore been presented to both branches of Con- |; 
gress, signed, as it was said, by seventeen hundred : 
and thirty of the citizens of Troy, without distinc- |; 


tion of party. i 

Sir, I bave a few words to. say of this famous 
‘ Troy memorial,” inasmuch as what I have hith- 
erto said in relation to it has been the subject of 
much comment and some misrepresentation 


i; time, 
credit. Tn conclusion, they tell you that they are ` 
l: were the friends of the Administration. 
toration of the deposites. Their resolutions are ex- |, 
i; to less weight or credit because it came from the 
|, opponents of the Administration; and it will be 
much of this convention and their proceedings; | 
and I will now notice what has been publicly said |: 


If correctly, (and I have no rea- |: 
son to doubt it,) I know them well. Someofthem |; 
reat |; 
| the citizens of Troy, without distinction of party, 
: “except a few whole-hog collar-men. 


; honorable Senator from the State of New York 
‘for presentation. Before he presented it, he was 
: kind enough to submit it to my inspection, pre- 
| suming, no doubt, that inasmuch as it came from 
my district, | was better acquainted with the me- 
morialists than himself. I stated to the honorable 
Senator that the memorialists were highly respect- 
able—that I was personally acquainted with many 
; of them, and had information of others upon which 
: I could rely. I did not state to him, as has been 
: reported in one or more of the papers published in 
this city, that J was personally acquainted with 
nineteen twentieths of them. The honorable Sen- 
ator neither understood nor reported meas saying 
so. Ido not believe there is any one man living 
who is personally acquainted with that proportion 
: of them. My knowledge of the memorialists was 
: founded upon acquaintance with, and information 
: ofthem. I sosaid, and was so understood at the 
But { did state to him that I did not believe 
that more than.one hundred of the memorialists 
I did not 
think or intimate that the memorial was entitled 


perceived, that in the remarks made by the gentle- 
man charged with the presentation, not a word was 
said of the political character of the memorialists, 
; until another honorable Senator insisted that it had 
i been signed by the citizens of Troy, without dis- 
i tinction of party. Then, and not till then, was the 
| Information I had given made public. $ 
| _ Sir, I certainly ought not to express my regret 
i that my political opponents attach so much im- 
portance to the fact that a few of my political 
i friends signed that memorial. It was a perfect 
: non-committal production. Itsaid nothing about 
; the recharter of the bank or the restoration of the 
deposites, and I believe'neither the United States 
Bank or the deposites wereat all menticned. Sir, 
I would permit my political opponents to claim 
among the memorialists any number of my friends 
; they choose, if they would leave unmolested those 
of my constituents who did not sign it, and my 
humble self. 
| It was but aday or two after that memorial was 
: presented that another letter from a gentieman 
in my district was made public. This last letter 
asserted that the aforesaid memorial was signed by 
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I speak ! 
from recollection, for I have not the report of this 
last letter now before me. I am not mistaken, 
however, In the quotation of this last delicate 
expression. : 

At this day the expression is so common and so 
general in its intended application both here and 
elsewhere, that it has ceased to be reproachful. ` It 
seems to be applied by political opponents to all 
the friends of the Administration without discrim- 
ination. It is applied to every representative who 
i will not betray the trust reposed in him by a con- 
‘ fiding people. If he will violate the pledges he 
! has given to his constituents, then, and not till 
| then, he becomes uncollared, and unshackled, and 
! is hailed as an independent representative. Sir, 
permit me to say, that I, for one, aspire to no 
+ such honor or distinction. 


| That memorial was originally transmitted to an |! 


| Mr. Speaker, I have a few words to say in vin- |! 
: dication of myself, and I have done. “ These | 
nine or ten respectable citizens, with the Mayor at |! 
the head of the list,” say, in the communication 
i 
i 


from which 1 have read an extract, that “ our 
memorial,” as it has been called, ‘ was presented | 


party, and that of the 1,730 citizens who signed it, | 
it is found on a critical examination, recently | 
made, that at least four hundred are, or have been, | 


| 


Administration men.’ 

Sir, when I read this report, ost f 
that I had been too hasty in my examination of | 
the names of the memorialists, and that I had | 
been incautious, if not incorrect, in the statement 
I had made. I knew, to be sure, that I had seen | 
the call of the meeting at which that memorial |; 
i was adopted. I had seen the names of the persons 


I almost feared | 


| 


| 
i 
T 
| 
| to the citizens of Troy, without distinction of 
i 
i 
Í 


| appended to that cail reported to be eleven hundred | 
in number. I had received communications from 
constituents whose veracity was never questioned, 
asserting, that of those eleven hundred signatures, 
there were only thirty-one of the friends of the Ad- ` 


ministration. I have now before me a paper, pub- 
lished in my district, in which ‘this assertion hag 
since been made public, and which I have never 
seen contradicted. I had seen most, if not all,:of 
the names appended to the call of that meeting, 
appended also to the memorial. I know, both from. 
acquaintance with, and information of the residue 


_of these memorialists, that they were generally of 


the same political character. I knew, moreover, 
that I had intended to make a liberal allowance 
when I stated the number at one hundred; still I 
feared I had been mistaken. I was willing pub- 
licly to correct the mistake, if I could become 
satisfied that | had made one; I therefore procured 
a copy of the names subscribed to that memorial, 
and transmitted it to my constituents for informa- 
tion. They cheerfully instituted an investigation, 
and have communicated the result of it to me. 
Their communication Iam willing should be made 
public. I ask that it may be read by the Clerk... 
[it was ordered to be read, as follows:] 


“Troy, (N. Y.,) March 29,1 
“Hon. J. Pierson: 

“ Dear Sr: After a patient investigation and 
examination of the names appended to the memo- 
rial sent from this city in February last, to Con- 
gress, only ninety-five of those names have,been 
found known by either of us, the subscribers, to 
be friends of the general Administration; ninety | 
seven are aliens, sixty-seven are-minors, and up- 
wards of five hundred are not found onthe cit 
directory. Itis probable that the number of eah 
of the above may be somewhat larger, as there are 
names unknown to any of us. There are also 
names known to be non-residents, and some are 
presumed to be fictitious. Several of the subscri-_ 
bers hereto have seen many of those who have 
signed the said memorial, and who are friends of 
the Administration, and they state, that they are: 
opposed to the recharter of the United States Bank, 
and approve of the course which the Administra- 
tion has pursued in relation to the same, and that 
if the memorial had been for a recharter of the said 
bank they would not have signed the same.’’ 

This letter (said Mr. P.) is signed by twenty- 
three citizens of Troy. They are not only gentle- 
men of great respectability, but intimately and 
extensively acquainted with the people of that 
city. I hazard nothing in saying that they areas: 
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| weil (if not better) acquainted with the political 


character of the citizens as any other equal num- 
ber of gentlemen in that place. They are all well 
known throughout my district, and some. of them 
throughout the State of New York. -They have 
stood, and still stand, high in the confidence of-the 
people—too high, indeed, to require the tribute of 
my poor praise. ; ; : 

Sir, I have not made this explanation or expo- 
sure in a spirit of unkindness towards those nine’ 
or ten gentlemen who have seemed desirous of 
wounding my feelings. I have made it in self- 
defence. I do not question the integrity of those 
gentlemen. They have, no doubt, stated what 
they believed. They predicated their statement 
or averment, (call it what you please,) as well 
upon information as their personal acquaintance. 
Sir, they should have had the charity to believe I 
did the same thing. If I were in fact mistaken, 
surely such mistake might have been deemed by 


| them’ of too little importance to be the subject of 
| correspondence with an eminent statesman. But, 


sir, 1 do not intend to complain. I shall leave all 
those who have been engaged in this controversy 
against me in the quiet enjoyment of all the hon- 
ors they have acquired in a warfare that is novel, 
if not unprecedented. f 

Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial from eight 
hundred and eighty-one working-men, citizens of 
Troy, praying the restoration of the deposites 
and the recharter of the bank. , 

Read, and ordered to be printed, and ‘laid on 
the table. : 

Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial from cer- 
tain citizens of Albany, representing their situation 
in relation to the commerce of the State of New 
York, and of the great West, and the embarrassed 
condition of that commerce; and praying the es- 
tablishment of a national bank for.the regulation 
of the currency, &e 

Read, and ordere 
the table. 


d to be printed, and laid on 


= 
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Mr. FILLMORE presented a memorial from 
certain young men, citizens of Troy, condemning 
the measures of the Government in relation to the 
United States Bank, &c.. Read, ordered to be 
Tinted, and laid on the table. 

Messrs. GILLET, HAZELTINE,TURRILL, 
and BEARDSLEY, presented private petitions. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY presented a memorial from 
600 citizens of Utica, protesting against the resto- 
ration of the deposites, and. the recharter of the 
United States Bank. Read, ordered to be printed, 
and laid on the table. 

Messrs. HATHAWAY and VANDERPOEL 
presented private petitions. 

Messrs. SCHENCK, PARKER, and DICK- 
ERSON presented petitions. i 

Mr. BINNEY presented the memorial of the 
Select Council of Philadelphia, condemning the 
course of the Government on the subject of the 
deposites. Read, ordered to be printed, and laid 
on the table, : 

Mr. WATMOUGH presented a petition from 
a committee of the officers who served in the late 
war, praying agrant of land. Referred. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG presented memorials 
signed by 5,480 citizens of Berks county, in Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the United States Bank may 
not be rechartered, and that the public deposites 
may not be restored, and denying the existence of 
great distress in chatneighborhood. The language 
of the memorial was respectful. It was signed 
chiefly by farmers, mechanics, and laborers—the 
yeomanry of Berks county—men distinguished for 
the morality of their nabits, and their attachment 
to the institutions of the country. Their opinions 
were entitled to respect at home, and throughout 
the State, because they epeak a united and power- 

_ ful voice through the vailot-box, and he hoped 
they would be respected here; for here the opinion 
of every citizen was entitled to respect, whether 
Federalist or Democrat, bank or anti-bank. He 
asked the reading of one of the memorials. The 
memorials were ordered to be printed, with the 
names, and laid on the table. 

Mr. McKENNAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
disapproving of the measures of the Government 
in relation to the United States Bank. Ordered to 
be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. DARLINGTON presented a memorial 
from ‘citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the restoration of the depasites, and the 
recharter of the Bank of the United States, as the 
only means of restoring confidence and relieving 
the present distress, Read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DARLINGTON presented the proceedings 
of a public meeting on the same subject, and 
same character, held in the county of Delaware; 
which was read, ordered to be printed, and laid on 
the table. 

` Mr. SUTHERLAND presented the proceed- 
ings.of a Democratic meeting of citizens, held in 
Delaware county, decidedly supporting the meas- 
ures and views of the Administration in relation 
to the United States Bank. He read some of the 
resolutions, as a reply to the resolutions from a 
meeting in the same county, which had. just been 
read. The resolutions were ordered to be printed 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND also presented the me- 


morial of sundry citizens’ of Blockley township, | 


Pennsylvania, opposing the restoration of the 
deposites and the recharter of the Bunk. Ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. S. also presented the memorial of the Dem- 
ocratic citizens of Southwark, approving of the 
course of the Administration in relation to the 
United States Bank. Read, ordered to be printed, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. §. also presented a memorial from citizens 


of the third congressional district of Pennsylvania, | 


sustaining the course of the Administration in 
relation to the United States Bank. The memorial 
was signed by two thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-nine vgters of the district, which, in addi- 
tion to those heretofore forwarded, was stated to 


make three thousand one hundred and seventy- | 


nine names; and many more were coming. Read, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WAGENER presented a memorial froma 
number of Democratic citizens assembled at North- 


| a Government of limited powers. 


; 1800. They were of that 


ampton, with certain resolutions against the re- 
charter of the bank and restoration.of the depos- 


ites. 

Mr. BEAUMONT presented four memorials 
from sundry persons, amongst them one from 
1,118 citizens of Northumberland county, against 
the restoration of the deposites, and against the 
recharter of the bank. - : 

Mr. B. also presented one of a different tenor 
from one hundred citizens of Muncy, Lycoming 


county. 

Mr GALBRAITH presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Franklin, Venango county, 
against the restoration of the depositesand rechar- 
ter of the bank. 

Mr. POTTS, sundry memorials in favor of the 
restoration of the deposites and the recharter of the 
bank, from the inhabitants of Chester county. 

Mr. MILLER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Adams county, in Penn- 
sylvania, held at Gettysburg, on the 22d of last 
month. Mr. M. said that the gentlemen who had 
enclosed. the proceedings to him had authorized 
him to say that the meeting was large and respect- 
able. He said he knew a number of the gentle- 
men himself whose names appeared in the proceed- 
ings, and he knew them to be not only respectable, 
but intelligent. The proceedings are in relation 
to the Bank of the United States and the public 
deposites. They are opposed to the recharter of 
that institution, and approve of the measures of 
the Administration in removing the public moneys 
from it. They have also referred to several polit- 
ical topics, not immediately connected with legisla- 
tion, but relating to a national convention, and the 
nomination of candidates for the first offices in this | 
Government; on all of which subjects, (Mr. M. | 
said,) they had expressed their séntiments so 
much more fully and so much better than he could 
in any condensed remarks he might make, that he 
would ask for their reading. 3 

The hour being late, the motion for reading was 
withdrawn, and the proceedings were ordered to 
be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. BARNITZ, a memorial from inhabitants 
of York county, in favor of the restoration of the 
deposites and recharter of the bank. ; 

Mr. THOMAS, a memorial from Washington 
county, in Maryland. Also, from the presidents 
and directors of three banks in Frederick county, 
Maryland, in favor of, and certain resolutions en- 
tered into by the Legislature of Maryland, protest- 
ing against, a restoration of the deposites, &c. 

Mr. CARMICHAEL, a memorial from inhab- 
itants of Prince George’s county, in favor of the 
restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. TURNER, from 328 citizens of Baltimore | 
county, in favor of the restoration of the depos- 
ites, &c. 

Mr. BEALE, from Rockingham county, and’ 
Shenandoah county, Virginia, against the restora- 
tion of the deposites. 

Mr.: BEALE said: Mr. Speaker, I present to 
you the resolutions of a people who, in Virginia, 
in all the great struggles for political freedom, have 
been denominated the tenth legion of its democ- 
racy. Their resolutions approve of the with- 
drawal of the public money from the Bank of the 
United States, declare the unconstitutionality, ille- | 
gality, and irresponsibility of the Bank of the | 
United States, and as therefore dangerous under | 


lt has been common, upon the presentation of | 
memorials and resolutions here, to say that they i 
come from persons of all parties. Not so here. | 
Those from a part of the county of Rockingham | 
were unanimous; those from the county of Shen- | 
andoah were opposed by one dissenting voice to | 
one of the resolutions, amidst the affirmative | 
sanction of hundreds of its bold yeomanry. But, | 
Mr. Speaker, this large majority were of a par- | 
ticular party, they were of that party, and of that | 
people and their descendants, who, in the days of | 
the Revolution, fought against the British, the || 
indians, and the Tories, and-aided in establishing į 
upon a‘firm basis the rights of our race. They 
-were of that party who, under the auspices of ! 
Mr. Jefferson, effected the great civil revolution of i 


party who sustained | 


the Administration in the late war made for the | 
rights of our sailors, and the liberties of the seas, | 


and who did not then hold out false lights to the || 


enemies of our country, and who in more modern 
times have rallied under no banner but that of the 


Union. ` 

The SPEAKER, from Luray, in relation to the 
deposites. ` . 

Mr. WISE, from James City, complaining of 
the removal of the deposites, which they allege to 
be an unlawful assumption of power on the part of 
the President, and praying their restoration, 

Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, from inhabit- 
ants of Washington, Beaufort county, for, and 
also one from Edgecomb county against, the res- 
toration of the deposites. 

Mr. BYNUM, from Halifax county, protesting 
against the restoration of the deposites and rechar- 
tering of the bank. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN, from Lexington, 
Kentucky, for the restoration of the deposites and 
recharter of the bank. | 

Mr. CHILTON, from inhabitants of his dis- 
trict, in favor of the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the proceedings 
of a meeting held at Bellefonte, Centre county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. H. said this meeting was acknowledged to 
have been the largest ever convened in this county, 
and composed of the professional man, the sub- 
stantial farmer, the manufacturer, and the me- 
chanic. Amongst the many respectable names 
which he recognized was that of our distinguished 
fellow-citizen, the Hon. Andrew Gregg, whose 
name alone, at least in his own State, will com- 
mand for those proceedings a respectful attention. 
He would only add, that it was highly gratifying 
to him to find that his course here, upon this all- 
absorbing question, had met with the approbation 
of so large a portion of his fellow-citizens, and that, 
without doing violence to his own opinions, he 
could cheeifully obey their mandates, 

Mr. H. also presented the proceedings of a 
meeting adverse to those last presented. 

Mr. H. said, though differing as he did yin many 
of the sentiments contained in these resolutions, 
he could cheerfully bear testimony to the respect- 
ability of the men whose names were signed ta 
the paper; some of whom were too well known to - 
require this humble tribute. ; 

r. POPE presented a memorial and resolutions 
of 1,083 inhabitants of Shelby county, Kentucky, 
deprecating the removal of the public deposites 
from the Bank of the United States, ascribing the 
present distress of the people to that cause, and 
resolving in favor of their restoration to that bank, 
and in favor of a recharter thereof, with such 
modifications as will meet the general sense of the 
people. ot 

Mr. P. observed, that the signatures were evi- 
dently not the autegraph of the memorialists, but 
were copied, he presumed, from the originals. He 
had no doubt, however, that it had been fairly 
done, inasmuch as the gentlemen who had for- 
warded the memorial tohim, were ofhigh character 
and worth. He had received the memorial on last 
Wednesday, and would have been much pleased if 
he could have presented it before the vote on the 
subjects of the memorial had been taken; but he 
was precluded from doing’ so by jhe rules of the 
House, which only permitted their presentation on 
Mondays. He said the people of Shelby county, 
asa body,were eminently respectable, industrious, 
and intelligent, and so were the memorialists as 
far as he knew them, and he regretted that he 
could not concur with them in all their views. He 
moved that the memorial be laid upon the table 
and printed. i 

Mr. LEAVITT presented sundry memorials 
for and against the restoration of the deposites, 
&c., from Harrison county, Ohio; also, one from 
Jefferson county, against the restoration of the 
depasites. > 

Mr. SPANGLER, from Tuscarawas county, 
Chio, in favor of the restoration, &c.; and 

Mr. CORWIN, from Warren county, in favor 
of the restoration, &c , praying Congress to take 
measures to restore the currency from its present 
state of depreciation. ` 

Mr. MITCHELL, from inhabitants of twelfth 
congressional district, Muskingum county, in favor 
of the restoration of the deposites, 

All the above memorials in relation to the de- 
posites were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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Mr. BOON asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to submit a resolution to fix the day of 
adjournment for the present session. 

A member objecting— 

Mr. B. moved the suspension of the rule, to 
enable him to offer it. Fle subsequently withdrew 
it, but gave notice he would hereafter submit this 
resolution. 

Mr. ASHLEY obtained leave to offer a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on Commerce to 
inquire into the expediency of making Port Inde- 
pendence, in the county of Jackson, Missouri, a 
port of entry, Agreed tc. 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a letter 
from his Excellency Governor Porter, enclosing 
resolutions of the Legislative Council of that Ter- 
ritory, relative to taking a census of the people 
there, and praying Congress to authorize an extra 
session of the Legislative Council of thirty days, 
during the present year. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 

- Mr. LYON also presented a memorial of the 
Legislative Council of Michigan, expressive of the 
views which that body entertain of the establish- 
ment of the southern boundary of that Territory. 
Ordered to be printed. 


And on motion of Mr. WARD, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespvay, April 8, 1834. 


Mr. HENDRICKS moved that the bill and į 
amendment reported by the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, extending and repairing the Cumber- 
land road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, be printed; which was so ordered. He 
gave notice that he should call the bill up for con- 
sideration on Thursday next. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- |! 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Jonathan |) 


Blaisdell; which was read the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings 
of a meeting held in Clinton, Hunterdon county, 
New Jersey, approving of the course of the Ex- 
ecutive with regard to the removal of the deposites 
+ from the Bank of the United States, ascribing the 
distress which prevails in the community to the 
action of that institution, and recommending that 
the deposites should not be restored, or the cor- 
poration rechartered. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting held on the 
same day, and at the same place, of a counter 
character. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of 
the town of Morris, same county, of like tenor. 

Also, a meeting of inhabitants of Cape May 
county, of a similar character. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting in Salem, 
New Jersey, of like import. $ 

The first of which was read, and the reading of 
the others, on motion of Mr. PRESTON, was 
dispensed with, and the whole referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SILSBEE presented the memorial of sun- 
dry merchants of Boston, relative to the ware- 
house system; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. SLLSBEE presented a memorial from New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, asking a restoration of 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, ; 
and ordered to be printed. $ 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the erection of a marine 
hospital in the city of Charleston, South Carolina. 

Mr. TYLER presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Scott, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. A 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Peter Bradley; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. g 

Alsa, the petition of Carey Clark; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. McK EAN presented the memorial of the | 


phia, praying a restera- 


City Council of Philadel : 
the Bank of the United 


tion of the deposites to 
States. 


Also, a memorial of a similar character, from 


the county of Delaware, Pennsylvania. 


ii which they had acquired by lon 


The memorials were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the adjustment of the 
j northern boundary line of the State of Mis- 
| souri. : 
Mr. BLACK presented the petition of Charles 
| Flinn; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
' be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the accounting officers of the Treasury to 


{i credit theaccount of David McCord, late receiver 
i of public moneys at the land office at Cahawba, in į 


! the State of Alabama, with the amount of money 
received by said McCord for the sale of public 
lands; and what was lost by Alexander Pope, by | 
' the burning of the steamboat Florida, while taking 

| the same to Mobile, to deposite it in the Branch 
! Bank of the United States, according to orders 
| received from the Secretary of the Treasury. 


The resolution was considered and adopted. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of Francis Stringer; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the Commissioner of the Land Office, 
transmitting a statement of patents for lands pre- 
pared for the signature of the President of the 
United States, in compliance with a resolution of ; 
the Senate to that effect. | 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of Charles 
Key; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. WHITE rose and moved (the morning 
business being disposed of) that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. CLAY hoped not. He thought there was 


} 


necessary to omit going on with the business on 
the table. 

Mr. WHITE said it was with great reluctance 
| he would press the motion to the prejudice of the 
business of any gentleman. But situated assome 
of the executive business was, he thought he 
could not postpone it. Some of it required to be 
acted on; and on looking to the ordinary business 
| for to-morrow, he feared, if he did not press the 
! motion now, he might not have an opportunity 
| of doing so for some days. The Senate knew 
what that business was; and if they believed there 
was any other business which ought to be pre- 
ferred, he wouid acquiesce. 

The motion was agreed to, on g division, 19 
to 15. 

When the doors were opened, 

Mr. CLAYTON moved the consideration of 
the resolution providing a new rule of the Senate 
in reference to the presentation of petitions and 
reports, when called for in the order of the States. 


the consumption of time and confusion resulting | 
from several members rising at the same time. | 

Mr. CLAY, Mr. CALHOUN, Mr. KING, of ; 
Alabama, and Mr. SPRAGUE, objected to the | 
rule, as subjecting the President of the Senate to 
the tedious form of calling over all, the States, 
which would cause as much delay as arose from 
the present mode of transacting the business of 
the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the resolution 


i nays 19. : 

Mr. CLAY moved an amendment, that after 
the reading the Journal the President should call 
for petitions and then for reports. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, expressed a hope that 
the elder members of the Senate would withdraw ; 
their opposition to the resolution, as it seemed to 
come principally from them, which he thought 
was to be attributed to the superior skill and tact | 
g experience. — 

Mr. EWING then moved an adjournment, with 
a view of having a more full attendance of the 
i Senate in considering the resolution. The motion 
was agreed to: 

Yeas 21, nays 17. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


| 


nothing so urgent before the Senate as to make it | 


Mr. CLAYTON urged the resolution to save i| 


on the table; which was disagreed to—yeas 17, | 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.. 


Tuespar, April 8, 1834. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill for the, 
i relief of Benjamin Oden; which was read twice, - 
and committed. i : 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from the Committee on: 
Military Affairs, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: f 

Resolved, That, in consequence of the time which 
has elapsed since the establishment of the present 
system of discipline for the Army and the improve- 
ments which have taken place in military science, 
it is expedient to have a revision of said system, 
and, therefore, that the Secretary of War. be di- 
rected to cause a revision thereof to be made, and 
the same to be reported to -Congress at-its next 
session. 

Mr. J. also reported a bill to allow further time 
to complete the issuing and locating of military 
land warrants to sundry officers engaged during 
the late war with Great Britain, 

Mr. TOMPKINS, a bill for the relief of Simeon 
Meacham, cf New York; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, a bill for the relief of 
Dominick Lynch; and i 

Mr. CHANEY, a bill for the relief of Francis 
St. Cyr; . i 
All which bills were read twice, and committed. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported:a bill for the relief -of 
Jacques Porlier and others; which was read twice, 
committed to a committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and or- 
dered, with the report, to be printed. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 
| a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Isaac Williams, deceased; which was read twice, 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
ordered, with the report, to be printed. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Committee ` 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry half-breed Indians, of the Sac and 
Tox tribes, in Missouri, reported a bill granting to 
them the reversionary interest of the United States 
in certain reservations of land occupied by them, 
and lying between the Mississippiand Des Moines 
rivers; which was read twice, and ordered: to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, a bill authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to run and mark the line 
dividing the territory of the United States from the 
State of Missouri; and : 

Mr. VINTON, a bill to renew 
Thomas Blanchard; 

W hich bills were read, twice and committed. 

The House suspended the rule, to enable Mr. 


‘the patent of 


i| McK ENNAN to submit the following resolution; 


which lies one day on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be in- 
structed to furnish the House with a detailed esti- 
| mate for the repairs of the Cumberland road, east 
of the Ohio river. 

The House then took up the resolution sub- 
| mitted by Mr. Maropis, in relation to the deposites 

Mr. CORWIN resumed his remarks. Head- 
verted to the recent votes of the House, by which 
they had resolved that the Bank of the United 
States ought not to be rechartered, cr the deposites 
restored to it, as shuwing some inconsistency with 
the vote appointing the committee of investigation 
into its affairs, and he argued that this must lead 
_to a belief that the majority could not have in- 
tended to determine that their votes were to be con- 
sidered as having made a final disposition of these 
| Several subjects; that, in fact, the charges brought 
| against the bank would not amount to the crime of 
murder, but would settle down to one merely of 


Mr. CRAMER resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks in supportof it, After which, 

Mr. CRANE, having obtained the floor, moved 
that its further consideration should be postponed, ; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 9, 


and made the special order of the day for Thurs- 

day next; which motion prevailed. j 
On motion of Mr. POLK, the House went into 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


Mr. Huszarp in the chair, upon the bill making | 


appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1834. i 

. The item appropriating $20,000 for clerkships 
in the State Department, having been read, 

Mr. McKAY-> made some objections to it, and 
stated that, at a subsequent stage in the progress 
of the bill, he should move to reduce the appro- 
priation to what it was last year. 

. Mr. POLK explained, that an allowance was 
made last year for extra clerkship, which was 
comprehended in this sum. 

The item appropriating $500 in addition to the 
present salary of the chief clerk of the State De- 
partment was read. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, this item was stricken 
out. . 

Mr. VINTON, of Ohio, moved, under the in- 
struction of the Committee on Patents,an amend 
ment, adding to the salary of the machinist of the 
Patent Office $500, and to the messenger of the same 
office, $300. i 

Mr. VINTON represented that the duties of the 
machinist were more important than those of any 
officer in the Patent Office. His duties were of a 
higher grade than those of a mere copying clerk, 
and he proposed, therefore, to put him on a foot- 
ing of a twelve hundred dollar clerk. The ma- 
chinist was employed, not only in repairing and 
preserving the models, but in explaining their 
principles, and in giving information as to inven- 
tions made here and in foreign countries. Every 
. member of Congress had had occasion, at some 
‘time, to visit the Patent Office; and the high quali- 


fications of Mr. Keller, the present machinist, were | 


well known to the Flouse. The present salary of 
seven hundred dollars was fixed many years ago, 
when the business of the ofice was very small. 


Mr. BURGES was sorry to differ from thegei- |! 


tleman from Ohio; but he could not consent, at 


this time of general embarrassment, to increase | 
any salaries. -The best machine-makers in New | 
England, at this time, if they can get employment | 


at all, cannot obtain one dollar a day for their 
labor. 

Mr. VINTON said that the embarrassments of 
the country had not diminished the expenses of 
living in Washington. If so, he had himself, in 
his own case, not had the good fortune to find it 
out. 

_ Mr. McKENNAN asked a division of the mo- 
tion. 

Mr.WARDW ELL spokein favoroftheamend- 
ment, and Mr. WILLIAMS in opposition to it. 

The question being taken on the motion to in- 


crease the salary of the machinist, it was ascer- | 
tained that a quorum had not voted, 61 voting in ' 
the affirmative, and 51 in the negative. The ques- | 
tion being again put, the motion was lost; 58 to 71. i 
The motion to increase the salary of the messen- | 


ger was also rejected. 


The next item was read, appropriating $1,400 | 


as the salary of a clerk, to be employed in arranging 
the archives of the department. 
A letter was read from the Secretary of State, 


explaining the object and importance of the appro- | 


priation. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved to strike out the 
clause, on the ground, that in an appropriation 
bill, no provision should be made for objects not 
authorized by special laws. He also objected to 
the clause, that it would be merely an entering- 
wedge to a new clerkship. If the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means would bring ina 
bill to provide an additional clerk in the State De- 


partment, to be called the Keeper of the Archives, | 


he would not say that he would not vote for it, 

Mr. POLK said that it was not the practice of 
the early Congresses to introduce in the appropri- 
ation bills any new objects; but for the last twenty 
years it had been the constant practice. 
ded to many cases of the kind. “A permanent clerk 
. was not wanted for the object in view. 

After some remarks from Mr. HALL, of North 
Carolina,and Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, 

Mr. PARKER,.of New Hampshire, said, that 
the proposition was to employ a person to do what 
the regular clerks of the office had neglected to do; 


He allu- | 


‘| to have an industrious man to do what the clerks 
were too lazy to do.. He would suggest to the 
|| Secretary of State the propriety of requesting the 
i 
l! and do the business themselves. He had always 
found. thai the more laborers 
| work you have done. 

Mr. WILLIAMS opposed the amendment, and 


would do the duty, and save the expense. g 
Mr. R. M. JOHNSON spoke in favor of the 
appropriation. 
gence from others, said he, we should set the 
example ourselves. What had wedone? Wehad 
taken our own compensation, and provided for no 
one else. After sitting four months, we had dis- 
posed, in part, of one question, and the disposition 
of the balance would probably take four months 
more. Efe expressed the hope that the House 
would proceed to despatch business, without un- 
|| necessary debate, and be prepared to adjourn at 
|i least at the end of six months from the commence- 
ment of the session. 
After some remarks from Messrs. WAYNE, 
J. Q. ADAMS, MERCER, CHILTON, POLK, 
CAMBRELENG, HARPER, of Pennsylvania, 


Vermont— 

Mr. BROWN said an apprehension had been 
expressed, in the course of the discussion, that the 
adoption of the item under consideration, in its 
present form, might finally lead to the permanent 
| establishment of another clerkship in the Depart- 
mentof State. He proposed to remove this objec- 
tion to the form in which the appropriation was 
| made in the bill, by cffering an amendment, so 


| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
d 


four hundred dollars,” 


Q. ADAMS, BURGES, and POLK, 

| Mr. GRENNELL moved that the committee 
ii do now rise, as it was evident that the House 
would not settle the question to-day. 

The motion was agreed to, 78 to 71, and the 

committee rose and reported progress. 
‘| Mr. VANCE askcd the consent of the House 
|i to submit a motion to lay on the table and print an 
|| amendment to the bill, which he proposed to offer 
at a subsequent stage of its progress. An objec- 
tion.being made, 

Mr. VANCE moved a suspension of the rule; 
| upon which motion the yeas and nays were 
ordered, 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the gegauve= yeas 105, nays 67, (not two-thirds;) 
and, 

On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Wepxespay, April 9, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Dowexson, his Private 
Secretary, upon executive business; and also a 
message from the President, transmitting a com- 
munication from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, responsive to an inquiry by resolution 
| of the Senate of the 29:h of March, relative toa 
treaty with the Choctaw Indians at Dancing 
Rabbit. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the message 
and documents were ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON called up his resolution relative 
to the Treasury agent employed to examine into 
subjects connected with the removal of the depos- 
ites from the Bank of the United States; which, 
after being modified by the mover, was adopted. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill, without amendment, from 
the House of Representatives, for the relief of 
David Page. 

Mr. MOORE, in pursuance of notice, asked 


i 
j 
i 


| 
| 


j 
| 
| 


of William Smith, administrator of Joh 
deceased; which 
Committee on Public Lands. 
THE FORCE ACT. 
Mr. CALHOUN moved to take up for consid- 


| 


resent clerks to go to the office at early hours, || s j 
3 3 f 3 |] at length in support of the bill, contending that, 


you employ, the less | 
said that, with due diligence, the present clerks || 


When weask an uncommon dili- ; 


CROCKETT, EWING, and EVERETT, of 


| that the 14th, 15:h, and 16:h lines should read as 
| follows: “For arranging and preserving the | 
archives of the Department of State, one thousand | 


After some remarks from Messrs. McK AY, J. || 


i 


| the statute book. 


eration his. bill to repeal the act of last session, 
commonly called the force act; which was agreed 


to. 
Mr. CALHOUN then took the floor and spoke 


although the act would soon expire by its own 
limitation, yet that it contained principles which 
were entirely unconstitutional—principles which 
tended to consolidation, and ultimate despotism, 
and which it was disgraceful should remain on 
When Mr. C. concluded, 
Mr. CLAY and Mr. FORSYTH followed, in 
opposition to the repealing bill; and concluded 
by moving its reference to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. ‘ 
Mr. PRESTON and Mr. POINDEXTER re- © 
joined in support of the bill; when the motion to 


| refer was agreed to. 


Mr. MANGUM then moved an adjournment. 
Which motion prevailing, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenyespay, April 9, 1834, 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. McKENNAN, was taken up and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to furnieh the House with a detailed estimate for 
the repairs of the Cumberland road, east of the 
Ohio river. 

Mr. HEATH moved the suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer a resolution in rela- 
tion to the laws regulating the custom-houses. 
Negatived. 

The House resumed the corisideration of the 
resolution relative to the deposites, submitted by 
Mr. Manos. : 

Mr. CORWIN resumed his remarks and spoke, 
without conciuding, till the expiration of the 
hour. 

oA motion of Mr. POLK, the House proceeded 
to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Several bills from the Senate were twice read 
and referred. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the House went, by 
unanimous consent, into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hussard in the 
chair,) upon the bill making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year 1834, i 

The question being on the motion of Mr. 
BROWN, of New York— 

Mr. DICKSON spoke against the appropria- 
tion. Though small in itself, yet it was moment- 
ous in itsconsequences. The bill purported to be 
an appropriation bill, but, in fact, went on to create 
a numker of new offices.. Some of these offices he 
probably would be in favor of, if they were brought 
forward in a separate bill. He adverted to the 
clause in the bill providing for additional clerk- 
ships in the Pension Office, and contended that 
they were unnecessary. Thirty thousand appli- 
cations had been decided upon by the Commis- 
sioner during the lasttwo years, and therefore (he 
said) it must be supposed that the present number 
of clerks was sufficient to attend to three thousand 
applications, which, according to his calculation, 
were all which remained to be made, The amend- 
ment of his colleague did not do away with the 
objections urged egainst the entire clause, and in 
fact rendered it more objectionable, as it placed 
money at the disposal of the Secretary of State 
without any particular restriction as to the manner 
of its appropriation. 

Mr. JARVIS said it appeared to him that we 
had better confine this discussion to the matter 
immediately before us, which is, the employment 
of an additional clerk in the Department of State, 
for a limited period, and for a specific object. The 
provisions respecting other departments were not 
now under consideration, The Secretary of State 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill forthe relief has applied to this House, through the proper 


|| committee, for a clerk to tak i 
n Taylor, | bee, fora ake charge of the archives 


was read, and referred to the. 


of the office, and put them in order. And he tells 
you that it is necessary that they should be putin 
order. Not relying exclusively upon this state- 
ment, he had himself visited the department this 


‘morning, and satisfied himself that what was 


yas a growing one, and one of loug standing, He 
imputed no blame to any one for this s.ate of! 
i 


things; it probably existed originally from the || 


want of sufficient force in the office. i 
Mr. J. also said that he had seen the Secretary, 
and conversed with bim ôn the subject. He says | 


equai to its amount of business, There was rea- | 
gon to believe that the work proposed could be ; 
done in one year. From what he saw, he should | 
think that one clerk, in one year, working six | 
Lours a day, could do the business. It remained 
to be decided by the House, whether the papers | 
should remain as they were, or whether they | 
should be put in proper order. 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed the clause entirely. | 
Tie adveried to the language which the Secretary | 
employed ia his letter. [Le found, he says, the | 
papers in the office in great confusion, Tue Sec- | 
retary night have been contented with assigning | 
his reasons for the appropriation, without reprov 
ing bis predecessors for negligence of duty. He 
considered the remark of the Secretary as gratui- 
tous, uncalled for, and ungenerous. It would have 
been enough for bim to say, that there was a pres- 
sure of business in the office, without saying that 


i 
that the present force in the department 1s bareiy || leman from Massachusetts had taken this occa- i 
| i 

| A 

a 


present clerks might be usefully employed in the | 
business referred to. We had enough of political 
pensioners on public bounty. 
In office who adopt some other motto than that 
office belongs to the successful party, as the spoil | 
of victory, &c., we should take care not to multi- | 
ply offices. He was opposed to the creation or 
retention of any office whith was not indispensa- 
bly necessary for the continuance of the adminis- | 


ti 
i 
l 
i 
| 


rure pf busiN eae in Kie o ee eee oe E an i was a deficit in the Post Office Department, the 


Mr. L. suggested that the time of some of the |i 


| | 
i Postmaster General here are found every day |; 
Unul we had men |i 


i| ities for their respective neighborhoods. The | 
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sion to launch oùt in opposition to the measures of |! 


the Government. He admitted that the gentleman | 
had been inasituation where heshould havelearned 
something of the forms of business, and this was || 
the only thing in the gentleman’s remarks in which |) 
he concurred. The sum of his whole argument |! 
was, not that the appropriation is unnecessary, | 
but that the Secretary of State, in asking for it, | 
cast a slur on former Secretaries, Mr. H. pointed i 
to instances in which extra clerks were provided || 
for in the State Depariment, in the appropriation | 
bill, while that department was under the direction |: 
of the very geatleman [Mr. Anas] who made the || 
motion to suike out this appropriation. But the 
entleman had travelled out of his argument in 
order to attack the Postmaster General. Ele hoped 
; that gentlemen would not make this attack here, i 
‘without they were prepared to sustain it. if there |; 


Postmaster General was not liable for it. 
i owing entirely to gentlemen en this floor and in: 
the Senate. ‘The very members who abuse the | 


cringing to him, and begging additional mail facil- 


accommodations which have been extended to the 

country by the Post Office Department, for a few || 
years past, far exceeded those of former years. i 
He would repeat, that not the Postmaster General, 
but the representatives of tbe people, were to be j 


tration of the Government. If work had been : 
neglected, this was not the time to bring it up. | 
Let us wait a few months, and work will be | 
cheaper. Clerks can begotatalower salary. The | 
work may be better done, and honest men better |; 
fed. This was no time for increasing the expenses || 
of the Government. The revenue of the country | 
was likely to prove inadequate to its wants. The 
Post Office Department was in debt, and. ite debts | 
must be paid; in what manner, he left it to the | 
advocates of strict construction to say. Fle would | 
call the attention of the House to some facts which || 
would show that the present was not a time to in- i 

| 


t 
t 
| 
crease the burdens of the people. In aletter which || 
he had before him, from a town in Ohio, wheat | 
was stated to be but fifty cents a bushel, and flour, || 
at two dollars and a half a barrel, could not find a fi 
market; one of the canal boats would stop run ning ‘| 
for want of freight. In another quarter of the |; 
Union, there was the same depression of business. ji 
In the town of Worcester, Massachusetts, there i; 
were last year imported 10,000 barrels of southern || 


large quantity of meat and grain from the West, | 


1 
| 
| 

H| . H 
flour, and 17,000 bushels of southern corn; aiso, a |) Mr. WARD said that he rose for the purpose of | 
and of cotton from the South. Sixteen of the |; consideration, 


cotton mills which created the demand for this : 
supply, had already stopped, and others were | 
about to stop. | 
Mr. L. would be obliged (he said) to vote for | 
the proposition indicated yesterday by the gentle- | 
. man from Chio-{[Mr. Vance] for the redaction of 
all salaries of civil officers. His duty to the peo- 
ple would require him—though the calamity was | 


unexpected—io vote for the reduction of his own | 
pay as a member of the House. He feared that 
he should be obliged to suggest another amend- 
ment to this bill. A committee was to go forth to 
ascertain where our money is. e 
would find, in the course of their investigation, 
that the Bank of the United States was still a safe 
and proper depository of the public funds, and 
that they would soreportto the House. He should, 
therefore, beg the chairman of the Committee of: 
Ways and Means to consent to an amendment to 
the bill, by adding the words ‘ deposited in the 
United Stures Bank,” after the words ‘to be paid | 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 
appropriated.’ If the bank, after a fair investiga- 
tion, should be found trustworthy, the House will | 


i 


certainly agree that it is a proper depository. for |; 
7 He should not move this |, 


the public money. — i 
amendment with a view to delay the result of the | 
investigation, He hoped the bank was prepared i 


, 


| which is not under consideration, he inducesusto j 


i able gentleman supposes. 


He hoped they | 


blamed for the increase of the expenditure of the | 
department. The gentleman said that he would |) 
vote for the reduction of the compensation of the |, 
members of Congress. I hope (said Mr. H.) that ;' 
I shall always be ready to vote for any salutary | 
reduction. But when the gentleman comes out in |: 
advance, and says that he will vote a reduction |) 
suppose that he would not make the declaration, || 
if he thought the measure would pass. i 

He should not have made these remarks if the | 
gentleman had not gone out of his way to attack 
the Postmaster General. The time would come. 
when the people of this country would feel grate- 
ful to Mr. Barry for the liberal and intelligent 
manner in which he had administered the affairs of | 
the Post Office. 

Mr. LINCOLN rose to explain thathe had not 
alluded, in any manner, to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Hespoke only ofthe debts of the department, jj 
without saying whether this House or the Post- | 
master General had involved itin debt, 


submitting a single remark on the subject under |: 
with the view of making the hon- || 
; orable gentleman from Massachusetts acquainted 
i with the fact that the subject in relation to arrang- 
| ing and making indexes to the archives in the De- | 
i partment of State, was submitted to the louse of | 


| Representatives, in the first instance, by Mr. Liv- 


| ingston, the late Secretary of State, in compliance 
with a call made upon him by this House, and not 
by the present Secretary of Siate, as that honor- |) 


Mr. W. said that a resolution was introduced 
nto this House, some two or three years ago, ac- ji 
cording to the best of his recollection—he did not |; 
remember the precise date requiring the Commit- | 
| tee of Ways and Means to inquire into the expe- |: 

diency of such a measure. That the committee || 
| thereupon addressed letters to the heads of depart- | 
| ments, requesting their opinions upon the subject. | 
‘In answer thereto, they gave it as their deliber- į! 
ate opinion that such a measure was absolutely 
necessary. At that time the sum of $6,000 was 
| inserted in the appropriation bill, to be applied to | 
' thatobject, which, as was stated yesterday by the |; 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. il 
! Evererr,] was lost in the Senate by reason ofi 
' one of the members of the committee to whom the |; 


subject had been referred, having moved to strike | 
‘ it out, under the impression that the same item of j 
| appropriation was twice inseried in the same bill. í 


. 


: appropriation 


He said he had no doubt but that the Secretary of 


i the slightest reproach upon any of the gentlemen ` 


who have heretofore filled that high office, and the 


| distinguished gentleman now at the head of the 
| Department of State is incapable of making such 


a charge against any individual. . . 
The attention of the late Secretary of State was 
drawn to this subject more particularly in couse- 


| quence of the act of the Sih of May, 1833, which 


authorized tue publication of the diplomatic cor- 
respondence from 1783 to, 1789, and. which, by a 
recent resulution of this House, is directed to be 
distiibuted. The voluminous papers from which 


the selections were made had been deposited in 


the garret rooms of the Department of State, in 
files once arranged and labelled; but from: acci- 


: dents and removals, the researches of historians, 


and the mistakes or neglect of those who from 
time to time had access to the papers, in restoring 
hem to the proper files, a perfect scene of confu- 


sion existed, and no man living could tell what: 


papers were in the garret rooms or what were 
missing. They were therefore obliged to open 
every bundle of papers, with little regard to their 


i labels, and from the vast mass to select everything 


which bore upon the diplomacy of the country for 
that périod. i 

During the progress of this work an act of Con- 
gress was passed authorizing the publication of the 
Documentary History of the United States, which 
will embrace a large proportion of the revolution- 
ary papers. ‘These must be selected and prepared 
for the press. A contract has been made with 
Messrs. Clarke and Force by the late Secretary of 
State to edit and publish the work, and unless the 
proper documents, most of which are now in the 
Department of State, are arranged or put in some 
order, the work cannot progress with the required 
facility, and the papers, old and worn as they now 
are, wili sustain great damage without the contem- 
plated arrangement and binding up in volumes. 


Among these papers, transcripts of which are now. . 


required for the Documentary History, are com- 


| prised not only the letters of the officers and agents 
| of the government, civil and military, but a mass 


of other papers of infinite importance to the finances 
of the country. The reports of all the various com- 


i miltees of Congress from 1775 to 1789: on public 
| affairs, and upon the applications of individuals, of . 
| which there is no record, and excepting a few printed 


reports, nothing exists but the original drafis of the 
reports of those committees: Of the same charac- 
ter are the lettersand reports of the Board of War, 
letters and reports of the Board of Treasury and of 
the Superintendent of Finance, wherein a multi- 
plicity of claims growing out of the revolutionary 
contest were reported or decided upon, and some 
of which are kept alive to thepresentday. There 
is no record, nor are there duplicates of those. pa- 
pers. By arranging these papers, and binding them 
in volumes, with suitable indexes, they will be pre- 
served to futuie generations. Several volumes 


‘have been so arranged; but if the remainder are 


left as they now are, a few years more must en- 
sure their decay and entire loss. 

The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
Mr. Lixcoin} seems to think that our finances 
are not in a situation to warrant this expenditure. 
This objection, a few years ago, might have been 
urged with some force, when we were indebted a 
hundred millions of dollars; but the expenditure 
of the small sum of 1,400 dollars, now that the 


‘debt is extinguished, for an object so laudable, 


and which all admit to be necessary, can carry 


: but litle weight with it. 


The objection against its being inserted in the 

ion bill might have been urged with 

greater plausibility, if this had_been the first time 
appropriations had been made in this manner; but 
as similar provisions have been inserted in most 
of the appropriation bilis heretofore passed, Mr. 
W. said he should therefore record his’ vote in 
favor of it. x , 
He said he would take this occasion to observe, 


$ 
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that he regretted that gentlemen should, in the 
course of their remarks upon almost every ques- 
tion before Congress, deem it necessary to cast 
reflections upon New York—a State which he was 
proud to call his native State, and one which he 
had the honor, in part, to represent, In the re- 
marks made in the House yesterday, by the hon- 
orable gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Ewrne,] he 
stated, in answer to some observations made by 
his worthy colleague, [Mr. CamBreLena,] that he || 
presumed the appropriation was intended for some 
clerk to be appointed from New York; for that 
State, he said, came in for all the “ loaves and 
fishes,” which might account, he said, for his 
(Mr. CamBne.ene’s) being in favor of it. 

{Here Mr. Ewine explained.} 

Mr. WARD said he could not believe that the 
remarks of the honorable gentleman had been 
made in any spirit of unkindness towards that 
State; but as he was. in favor of the appropria- 
tion, he felt himself called upon to disclaim being 
governed by any such considerations, and he be- | 
lieved that his honorable colleagues were as free 
from any bias of the kind as himself. i 

Mr. W. said, that during the present discus- 
sion, he had ascertained from the ‘ Blue Book,’’ 
an official publication of the Department of State, 
and which contains a register of all officers and 
agents, civil, military, and naval, in the service of 
the United States, and which, in conformity with 
a joint resolution, is transmitted biennially to Con- 
gress, the remarkable fact, that the number of per- 
sons in office at the seat of Government from the 
great State of New York, does not exceed nine, 
and the aggregate of their salaries $12,000. The 
officers and clerks now employed in the several 
departments at Washington, have been appointed 
from the respective States as follows: 


From Massachusetts..21 From Delaware........ 7 
N. Hampshire....10 Virginia 53 
Connecticut.......10 N. Carolina....... 5 
Vermont....uceove L S. Carolina....... 3 |! 
R. Island... 1 Georgia ... 3 
N. York (12,000) 9 Kentucky... 6 

« Sergey 1S Tennessee ........ 3 
Pennsylvania.....45 Ohi... ceeerecsere 2 
Maryland ......... 97 


It is, therefore, manifest, from this Statement, 
that the State of New York, which contains nearly 
one-sixth of the whole population of the United 
States, and which pays into the Treasury more 
than one-half of the revenue of the Government, 
has nota fair proportion of its citizens in office, 
and, instead of being censurable and obnoxious to 
the charge made against them by that honorable 
gentleman, have just cause of complaint; but he |! 
was happy to see that the patriotic and intelligent || 
people of that State require no prompting from 
personal feeling or party considerations to do their 
duty to their State and to their country. 

Mr. ARCHER said the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis could not have well considered the effect jj 
of the observations which he had made as to the 
remark in the letter of the Secretary. That officer 

: was one of the most high-minded and honorable 
men in the world, and was utterly incapable of | 
casting a slur upon any of his predecessors in | 
office. Mr, A. also remarked, that ‘the object of 
the appropriation was not simply to arrange the |! 
papers, but to index them. This was necessary, |j 
not only for the accommodation of the department, | 
but of the members of this House, and every one |! 
who had occasion to consult the papers in the | 
department. He hoped some other occasion than | 
that which was presented by this item would be || 
taken for waging that ruthless war which was to |! 
be commenced unon the appropriation bilis, | 

Mr. CHAMBERS spoke in opposition to the ji 
appropriation, on the ground that it was unne- 
ceasary and irregular, 

Mr. POLK rose to call the attention of the 
House back to thequestion. To the objection that | 
the bill would create offices, he replied by showing 
that it had been the usage of the Government to |} 
make temporary appropriations for extra clerk hire. 
The books were full of cases of thiskind. The gen- 
tileman from Virginia [Mr. Arcner] had saved him | 
the trouble of vindicating the Secretary of State | 
from the charge made against him. It had never 


| prevail, as it was oni 


entered the mind of the Secretary of State to cast || 
censure upon any one on account of the condition | 


of the office,and the remark in his letter could bear 
no such construction. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts insinuated that the appropriation bill 
would be made the occasion of another general 
bank discussion, by moving an amendment pro- 
viding that all moneys appropriated should be paid 
out of the United States Bank. He had rumors of 
this before, Does the gentleman speak his indi- 
vidual sentiments, or those with whom he acts? 


Are we to discuss the bank question again on this | 


bill? He would not go into the subject yet, for it 
was not now before us. He hoped that on this 
single item the House would not indulge in a gen- 
eral discussion. If the item was approved, let us go 
on; and if not, let us strike it out, and go on with 
the bill. He was gratified to find that the gentle- 
man from Virginia was in favor of making appro- 
priations in the regular way, as heretofore. 

Mr. BINNEY considered that, as this service 
was one peculiarly called for by the Department 


of State, and upon grounds which could not apply į 


to the other departments, he could see no good 
ground for reflecting upon the department for ask- 
ing it at this period. He wished, however, that 
its language would be made more precise, to guard 
against any doubt of the intention being not to 


create a permanent office, but simply to do that. 


which was at present matter of necessity. As it 
would be of public benefit, he wished to strike out 
the word ‘ preserving,” and insert, “ for making 
indexes to.” 

After a fewremarks from Mr. MANN, of New 
York, and Mr. HARDIN — 

Mr. BROWN said that the question under con- 
sideration was upon the amendment which he had 
the honor to submit yesterday. That amendment 
applied to the form, and did not touch the princi- 
ple of the appropriation. He was convinced that 
the proposition which the honorable gentleman 
from Penns 
hereafter to offer, would carry out the views he 
entertained upon the subject more effectually than 
the amendment now before the committee. Ele 
would, therefore, withdraw his motion to amend, 
in order to afford the honorable gentleman an im- 
mediate opportunity to submit his proposition, 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON bore testimony to the 
efficiency with which, in his Opinion, the various 
clerks in the departments performed the duties 
assigned them; for whenever he had come in con- 
tact with them, it was impossible, as he could say 
from his own experience, to find a 
were possessed of su 
and integrity. - 

Mr. FOOT said there was one objection to the 
appropriation, which was not to be overcome. It 


perior intelligence, capacity, 


| should be recollected, that this was the third ses- | 
sion since a resolution had been adopted, calling 
| on the Secretary to state the nu 


mber of elerks, and 
distribute the labor to be performed. They had 
no answer to this; and, until that was given, he 
could not consent to vote for any increase to the 
number of clerks in that department. 


Mr. McINTIRE said he would vote for the mo- | 


tion to strike out, because he believed the clerks 


were numerous enough, if called upon, to do the | 


duty that was requisite. He had been acquainted 
with them and the nature of their duty for five 
years, and he thought the 
half the labor that might 
of clerks employed. He would vote against both 
this appropriation and the one to increase the 
salary of the chief clerk. 

Mr. CROCKETT complained that there was 
not the retrenchment under the Administration that 
was expected when it was brought into power, and 
he could see no necessity for making appropria- 
tions at all, while thelaw remained, or authorized 
the President to control the public funds. 

Mr. BINNEY proposed his amendment, to 
strike out the words ¢ preserving,” and insert, 
“for making indexes to.” j 

Mr. POLK said he hoped the amendment would 
y meeting the views of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
POLK, mutually explained. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said 
ment would be adopted. H 
misconception as to some 
made the previous day. 
Say, was, that it was not i 


be done by the number 


she hoped theamend- 
e desired to correct a 
remarks which he had 
What he then meant to 
n the power of the mem- 


ylvania (Mr. Binney] said he intended | 


set of men who | 


y did ‘not perform one | 


| 


| opposed it for—the amount 


i adduced in opposition t 


i been observed in 


bers, when in committee, to give to the subjects 
brought before them the same ful! attention which 
they could bestow on them when in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The amendment of Mr. BINNEY was adopted. 

Mr. CHILTON proposed another amendment, 
in substance, to provide that the amount in the 
item should not be paid, unless, in the opinion of 
the Secretary of State, the duty of the clerks could 
not be performed by them by devoting six hours, 
out of the twenty-four hours in each day. 

Mr. VINTON remarked, that as it was evident 
the subject could not be then disposed of, he 
would move that the committee do rise. 

The motion was negatived: 

Ayes 72, noes 88. 

The question being on Mr. CHILTON’S amend- 
ment— 

Mr. BARRINGER said that he could not agree 
that it was proper the Secretary should be set ag 
a watch over his clerks. He did not think the 
House should legislate in that small way; this he 
did not mean to say, from any feeling of disre- 
spect to the honorable gentleman who proposed 
the amendment. Buthe desired thata law should 
be passed which would radically cure the evils 
complained of by the inefficiency—which he ad- 
mitted in the fullest extent—of the present clerks. 
They were every day to be seen in the Hall of the 
House, on the avenue, and every where, but where 
they ought to be—in their offices. 

Mr. CHILTON remarked, that the object of 
his amendment was mistaken by the honorable 
gentleman. It would be recollected, that the office 
hours of the clerks was from ten till three o’clock; 
his amendment only proposed to compel them to 
remain at their duties onehourlonger, Hismain 
objection to the present appropriation was not so 
much to the amount, as it was on account of the 
principleinvolved, and which, if sanctioned, would 
go to multiply permanent offices under the Gov- 
ernment, by means of appropriation bills. 

The amendment of Mr. C. was negatived. 

The question then recurring on the motion sub- 
mitted by Mr. ADAMS, to strike ont the item 
from the bili— 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that as the amendment 
proposed by Mr. BINNEY, and which was adopt- 
ed, did not substantially change the provision of 
the appropriation, or touch what he principally 
e appropriated by it—his 
objections were not removed, and he would vote to 
have it stricken out. f 

Mr. ADAMS rose to reply to the argument 
I o his motion, and said that, 
as his objection was to both the form as well as 
the substance contained in the item, he regretted 
exceedingly that the member from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Binney,} for whom he had the highest re- 
spect, had, by his amendment, left the principle, 
which, violated all the laws which. had hitherto 
making appropriations, untouch- 
ed. He contended that this was, in effect, giving 
extraneous aid to the bill making appropriations 
for the service of Government, and he warned the 
House, that if they sanctioned the principle of 
permitting items to beinserted which were foreign 
to the purport of their bills, that they should not 
be surprised if still more unconstitutional propo- 
sitions should be made; from which he argued 
many manifest evils and abuses must inevitably 
ensue, 

„Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the Committee 
rise. 

Mr. POLK opposed it, 

The motion was negatived, yeas 68, nays 90; 


| after which, 


The question then being put on the motion of 
Mr. ADAMS, to strike out the 14th, 15th, and 
16th lines, the motion prevailed: 

Yeas 89, nays 70 


Thereupon the committee rose and reported pro- 
gress. 


And the House (at five o’clock) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, April 10, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, upon executive business, by 
Mr. Donxxson, his Private Secretary. 
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Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the | 
heirs of William G. Christopher, and a bill for the | 
relief of Antoine Cruzat. ` | 

Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial, signed 
by 103 inhabitants of Tyrrel county, North Čaro- į 
lina, praying a restoration of the publie deposites 
to the Bank of the United States; which was read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. s 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commue 
nication from the Secretary of War, transmitting | 
a report of the Commissioner on Indian Affairs, | 
relative to the Choctaw treaty of the 3d of March | 


last; which, on motion of Mr. GRUNDY, was |: 


ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SHEPLEY presented a memorial, signed 


by 634 inhabitants of the towns of Gardiner and || 


Pittston, in Maine, praying the interposition of 
Congress in regulating the currency of the coun- 


try, and also the passage of a law creating a Bank || 


of the United States. The memorial was read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Tench 
Ringgold, formerly Marshal of the District of | 
Columbia. 

The resolution offered by Mr. LINN was taken 


up, modified on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, ||. 


and adopted. 

The report of the select committee, to whom 
was referred the contested election of the Hon. 
Asuer Rozpains, one of the Senators from Rhode 
Island, being called up, it was, on motion of Mr. 
POINDEXTER, laid upon the table, and made 
the order of the day for ‘Thursday next. 

The report of the Committee of Claims, unfa- 
vorable to the petition of Joseph Clark, was read 
and concurred in. 

The bill for the better organization of the Treas-. 
ury Department, was, on motion of Mr. TYLER, 
laid upon the table. 

The bill for the reliefof John McCarty, of Mad- 
ison county, Alabama, was taken up; when Mr. 
NAUDAIN requested that the report of the com- 
mittee might be read, and then moved an indefinite 
postponement of the bill. Upon this question, the 
yeas and nays were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay, Clayton, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, Leigh, Naudain, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson—11. 

WAYS—Messers. Black, Brown, Ewing, Fre- 
linghuysen,Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, ; 
King of Alabama, Linn, McKean, Mangum, 
Moore, Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, 
Tallmadge, White, Wilkins, Wright—27. 

So the motion for indefinite postponement was 
lost, and the bill ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then took up, for consideration, Mr. 
CLAYTON'S resolution, adding an additional 
rule to the rules of the Senate, relative to the pre- 
sentation of petitions and reports. 

Mr. CLAY’S modification was adopted; when 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved a further amend- | 
ment, that every petition and memorial, when 
presented, shall be referred, of course, without 
putting the question for that purpose, unless the 
proposed reference be objected to. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, then moved to lay the 
resolution on the table; which was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment, it | 
was agreed to; and the resolution, as amended, 
was then adopted. 

The bill authorizing a change in the location of 
the 16th section of ihe public lands in the several 
States and Territories, for the benefit of schools, 
was read a second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were ordered to be engrossed, and read | 
a third time: ` 

A bill for the relief of John L. Lobdeil. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Morrison, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Eliza, 


widow of 


Captain Paschal Hickman, deceased. 
A bill for the relief of Whitford Gill. 


t 


i 


| Muse’s Bottom, and up the Ohio river, 


| expediency 


The bill for the relief of William Walker and 
the heirs of Samuel Brown, deceased, was, on 
motion of Mr. KANE, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 10, 1834. 

Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill for the relief of 
Peter Elba and his assignees. 

Mr. CHANEY, for the relief of Joseph Meade. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill from the Senate entitled “ An act authorizing 
the Governors of the several States to transmit by 
mail certain books and documents,’’ reported the 
same without amendment; which bills were read 


| twice and committcd. 


On motion of Mr. CHANEY, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 


i Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of granting to the State of Ohio a quantity of the 
unsettled lands in the counties of Fairfield, Hock- 
ing, Athens, and Washington, for the purpose of 
aiding the State in the construction of the Hock- 
ing valley railroad, from Lancaster to the Ohio 


jj river. 


On motion of Mr. OSGOOD, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the |; 


expediency of establishing a post route from Ips- 
wich, through Rowley, New Rowley, and West 
Bradford, to Haverhill. 

On motion of Mr. SPANGLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which has been referred a pe- | 
tition praying for the establishment of a mail route 
from Cambridge, in Guernsey county, Ohio, 
through Liberty, in said county, to Plainfield, in 
Coshocton county, Ohio, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of extending said proposed 


mail route from Plainfield, in said county of Co- 


shocton, to Coshocton, in the same county. 

On motion of Mr. HEATH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerc 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
changing the present custom-house regulations in 
relation to mortgages of vessels, so as to require 
the collectors of the several ports to have recorded 
in the respective custom-houses such papers re- 
lating to vessels. as may be deemed necessary to 
remedy any defect that now exists, and to guard 
purchasers from future impositions, should they 
be attempted. k ‘ 

On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
proprie:y of establishing a post route from the 
borough of Wilkesbarre, by the way of the State 


| road to Conyngham, and thence to Tamaqua, in 
Pennsylvania. 


On motion of Mr. BURD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a national armory in the counties of 
Bedford, Cambria, Huntington, Centre, or Mifflin, 
in Pennsylvania, as to said committee appear best. 

On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be! 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the erection of a public hos- 
pital at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. J.J. ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on. the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 


| pediency of establishing a post road from Wright’s 


Mills, in Jackson county, Virginia, by the way of 
to Bell- 
ville, in Wood county, Virginia. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Here- 
ford’s Ferry, in Mason county, Virginia, to Jac 
son Court-House, in the State of Ohio, passing 
through Sim’s Creek settlement. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
of establishing a post road from Ever- 
ton,in the county of Lewis, by the way of the 


Jack- |} 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office. , 
and Post Roads be instructed ‘to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from Haut- 
tonsville, in Randolph county, Virginia, by ‘the iz 
way of Clover Lick, to Huntersville, in Pocahon- 
tas county, Virginia, vse GE 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, ere 

_ Resolved, That the Committée on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending, for a further term of five years, the 
half-pay pension heretofore granted by the-act of 
the 16ih April, 1816, to the widows of persons 
| killed, or who died in the land service of the Uni- 

į ted States during the late war. Pee 
On motion of Mr. WILDE, 5 7 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do cause 

to be arranged and digested the returns of the 
different State banks for the last year, so far as the 
same may be attainable; and that they, together 
with the abstracts and estimates herewith sub- 
mitted, after the additions and calculations thereof 
are verified, under the direction of the said Clerk, 
shall be printed for the use of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. BYNUM, , 

Resolved, That the Committee òn Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
the Port of Williamston, North Carolina, a port 
of entry; and to provide for the appointment of an 
inspector thereof. _ ; : 

On motion of Mr. OSGOOD, Seas 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending a pier , 
from Badger’s Rocks to Salisbury Head, near the 
mouth of the Merrimack river. T AE 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, in 1831, in favor of the passage 
of a law by Congress for the more perfect organi- 
zation of the militia of the several States, be re- 
| ferred to the Committee on the Militia, and that 
| the said committee be directed to inquire, into the 
expediency of exempting from the performance of 
militia service, as soldiers, in time of peace, all 
persons under twenty-one, and over thirty-five 
| years of age. = 

Mr. WARDWELL submitted the following, 
which lies over one day for ċonsiderätion: . 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be requested 
to report to this Elouse the persons employed in 
directing and superintending the construction of 
the Delaware breakwater, the compensation al-. 
lowed, the services actually performed by each, 
from the commencement of the work until the 
present time. : ; ' 

Mr. LANE offered the following resolution: ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands: 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
aiding in the construction of a railroad from Law- 
rencebargh, on the Ohio river, to Indianapolis, it” 
the State of Indiana, by appropriating one or more 


| sections of the unappropriated refuse land, situate 


in the counties through which said road will pass, 
and adjacerit to said road; for each mile thereof; 
provided the same shall have been. offered for sale 
and subject to entry for the period of fifteen years 
or more. i 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of. 
prohibiting by law the sale of lottery tickets in 


! the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
| expediency of establishing a post route from New- 
bern to the house of James Riggs, on Big River, 
in the county of Rowan. $ 

: On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 

Resolved, That the same committee inquire into 
| the expediency of establishing a post route from. 
| Hillsborough, by Mount Willing, Rock Creek, 
Long’s Mill,to Asheborough, in Randolph county, 
| North Carolina. F 
On motion of Mr. CONNOR, 
| Resolved, That the Committee on y 
| fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of authorizing, agreeably to a resolution of the 
| Congress of 1781, the appropriation of $500 for 
the erection of a monument to the memory of 
| Brigadier General Davidson, of North Carolina. 


Military Af- 


mouth of Leading Creek and Steward’s Creek, to 


Charlestown, in the county of Kenawha, Virginia, `“ 


On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
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Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
dienċy of so amending the pension act of the 7th 
June, 1832,as to provide fur such persons as were 
employed as artisans in the army, while in the | 
militia or regular service of the United States. 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS submitted the following reso- 
lution, the consideration of which was postponed: 

1, Resolved, That the powers of the Executive 
department of the Federal Government have 
been enlarged beyond the authority of the Consti- 
tution. 5 i 

2, That the powers of the Executive depart- 
ment of the Federal Government are increasing, 
and ought to be diminished. 

3. That the patronage of the President of the 
United States has increased, is increasing, and 
ought to be diminished. : 

On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to-inquire into the 
expediency of changing the mail route from Savan- 
nah'to Augusta, so as to make it pass through 
Waynesborough, in Burke county. 

On motion of Mr. TOMPKINS, 

Resolved, That the same committee inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Franklin, in the county of Simpson, Kentucky, to 
Scottsville, in the county of Allen. 

On motion of Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the law which authorizes scrip for land 
bounty, so as to provide for claims granted to rev- 
olutionary services, and located, surveyed, and 
patented in the State of Kentucky, and which claims 
have been taken by prior or better claims by the 
judgment of the highest judicial tribunal in that 
State, according to the construction put upon the 
original law by the Secretafy of the Treasury, 
which embraced those claims. 

On motion of Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing that law which requires. two witnesses to 
establish a pension for wounds received during 
the revolutionary war, placing all such cases upon 
proof satisfactory to the Secretary of War, as in 
other cages. : 

On motion of Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of abolishing imprisonment for debt within 
this District, and particularly as respects small 
sums under fifty dollars, and as it respects all females. 

On motion of Mr. DAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing the names of William Baden and James 
Harrington on the roll of invalid pensions, 

On motion of Mr. MARTINDALE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District 
of Columbia be instructed to inquire and report to 
the House whether any, ani. if any, what pro- 
vision ought to be made by law, for cleaning and 
keeping clean Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. MILLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was ordered to lie on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
‘ency of granting pensions to the widows of such 
deceased soldiers of the Revolution as would, if 
living, be entitled to the benefit of the act of 1832: 
Provided they were the wives of the said soldiers | 
at any time they were in service. And also to | 
inquireinto the expediency of, granting the benefits 
of the said act to those who were engaged in the 
wagon service during the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. DENNY, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to aid in the erection of | 
suitable buildings in Pittsburg, for the accommo- 
dation of the United States court in and for the 
western district of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary į; 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of establishing an agency for paying pension- 
ers south of Green river, in Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. HARDIN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary i 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- |; 


ency of putting the names of Joseph Brown, of 
Bullitt county, and Henry Shauntee, on the roll 
of revolutionary pensioners, and that the docu- 
ments evidencing said claims be referred to said 
cgmmittee. : 

Mr. CHILTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That in view of the general distress of 
the people of the United States and that commer- 
cial embarrassment which is carrying ruin to the 
door of the agricultural portion of our citizens, 
the President of the United States be respectfully 
requested to submit to the House a plan for a 
Bank of the United States, competent to all the 
duties which may be required by the Government, 
and which may be so organized as not to infringe 
on our own delegated powers, or the reserved 
tights of the States, and comprising all the advan- 
tages, and may not be subject to the objections to 
which the present Bank of the United States is 
liable in his judgment. 

On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of making |! 


compensation to George Brandon and Stephen 
White, citizens of Tennessee, for ‘property lost 
during the last war. : 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
further provision by law to compensate the col- 
lectors of the customs for their services at the 
ports on Lake Erie, and to equalize their pay. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee’ on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reviving the law for granting copy-rights to au- 
thors, so far as relates to the reports of the judi- 
cial’ decisions of the courts of the United States 
and of the several States, and of distributing the 
reports of the judicial decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States along with the acts of 
Congress wherever the latter are required by law 
to be annually sent. 

On motion of Mr. LEAVITT, 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing a survey of a northwestern national 


| road from Washington, Pennsylvania, upon the 


most eligible route to some point on the Maumee 
bay, or its vicinity. : 

Also, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a mail route from St. Clairs- 
ville, in the county of Belmont, by way of Union- 
town, Flushing, Morefield, Freeport, and West 
Chester, to Port Washington, on the Ohio canal, 
in the State of Ohio; and from Knoxville, in Jef- 
ferson county, to Tunnell-hill Mill, 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire inte the expediency of 
providing by law for the abolition of the use of 
ardent spirits in the navy; also, to establish a naval 
depot at Charleston, South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Tot- 
ten’s Wells, in Obion county, by Seth Bradford Ss, 
to Troy, in Tennessee. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BOON submitted the following resolution, 
the consideration of which was postponed: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate, and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, close 


| the present session of Congress by an adjournment 
| of their respective Houses on Saturday, the 31st 


of May next. : 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Clarksville, Tennessee, to Cadiz, in the county of 
Trigg, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee 
Means be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of making a further additional appropriation for 
removing obstructions from the Cumberland river. 

On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 


|| fore made; that the im 
of Ways and |; 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Ready- 
ville, in the county of Rutherford, by way of Hoov- 
er’s Gap, to Beach Grove, in Bedford county. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Barnes- 
ville, through Senecaville, to Zanesville, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
; and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Sandusky City, Huron county, by York Cross 
Roads, Seneca Reservation, Tiffin, and Risdon, to 
Findlay, the seat of justice of Hancock county, 
| Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a national armory on the waters of 
i the Muskingum, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. SPANGLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making an appropriation of money 
to aid in the construction of a bridge across the 
Muskingum river, between the towns of Coshoc- 
ton and Roscoe, for the purpose of facilitating the 
| transportation of the United States mail. Also, 
for the construction of a bridge across Vernon 
river, near the town of Mount Vernon, for the 
same purpose. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency’of making 
an appropriation to erect a light-house at the en- 
trance of Bayou St. John, Louisiana. Also, of 
providing a salary and office-rent for the surveyor 
of Port Ponchartrain, Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. KINNARD, 

` Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Mar- 
tinsville, Morgan county, via Lyons’s Mills, 
Mooresville, Bellville, Danville, and Lebanon, to 
| Frankfort, in Clinton county, Indiana; and from. 
Shelbyville, via Greenwood post office, Port 
| Royal, and Mooresville, and thence to the house 
of David Lindley, in Monroe township, Morgan 
county, Indiana. > 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
i| of making an appropriation for the improvement of 
| the great post road from the bank of the Wabash 
| river, opposite Vincennes, Indiana, by Palestine, 
Darwin, Paris, and Danville, to Chicago, on Lake 
Michigan, in Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
; of establishing a pension agency in the northern 
| part of Illinois, and of granting pensions for five - 
| years to the widow and heirs of each officer and 
| soldier killed in the late Indian war. Also, that 
the Committee on Post Roads be instructed to in- 
| quire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from Danville to Dixon’s Ferry, on Rock 
river, from Rushville to Pittsfield, and from Bloom- 
| ington to Springfield, Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. McKINLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Fost Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Moul- 
ton to Pikeville, by way of Warren’s, on Boyle’s 
| road, and Samuel J. Wilson’s, late Burlesson’s 
settlement, in the State of Alabama, 

On motion of Mr. MURPHY, 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
| a farther appropriation to improve the pass into 
the harbor of Mobile, known by the name of the 
Choctaw Pass, by widening the channel which has 
been already opened under appropriations hereto- 
provement of the said pass 


may be completed. 

Also, that the Committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| making such changes in the land districts of Tus- 
caloosa and Demopolis, as may render the land 
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offices more convenient to the purchasers of pub- 
lie lands. 

Also, that the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a mail route from Claiborne, 
by RockyMount,Gamestown, to Captain Cherry’s 
in the fork of the Alabama and Tombigbee rivers. 

On motion of Mr. MARDIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
appropriating a sum of money sufficient-to ex- 
tinguish the title of the Creek Indians (in Ala- 
bama) to all undisposed of reservations to which 
they may be entitled by the treaty of June, 1832. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
compensating Shubael Allen for damages sus- 
tained by the depredations of Indians committed 
upon his property. 

Mr. BULL submitted the following resolution, 
which lies on the table one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to inform this House what part, if any, of the 
sum of thirty-nine thousand one hundred dollars 
was expended in 1832, in improving the naviga- 
tion of the Missouri river, and that of the Missis- 
sippi river, above the mouth of the Ohio river. 

On motion of Mr. BULL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Jef- 
ferson City, Missouri, to the county seat of 
Pulaski county. i 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to this House the report of 
Captain Andrew Talcott, of the result of observa- 
tions made by him during the past season, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the latitude and longitude 
of the several places in the vicinity of the northern 
boundary of the State of Indiana and Illinois, 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, the consideration of which was postponed: 

Resolved, That this House will, on the 4h Tues- 
day of this month, proceed to consider such bills 
in the order in which they stand on the calendar, 
as relate exclusively to territorial concerns. 

A resolution heretofore submitted by Mr. 
WHITE, of Florida, calling on the President of 
the United States for correspondence in relation to 
the invasion of Florida, in 1812, 13, and ’14, was 
read, ecnsidered, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PEYTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing the legal representatives of 
James McKain compensation for piece of artil- 

“lery furnished for the United States service during 
the revolutionary war. 

Mr. BEATTY offered the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day-for considerat‘on: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of instructing the Secretary of War to send an 
engineer to extend the examinations of the Cum- 
berland river from Nashville up to the falls on 
said river, with instructions to report to the next 
session of Congress the result of his examination 
as to the practicability and utility of improving 
the navigation of said river. 


On motion of Mr. MILLIGAN, 


« 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be in- | 
structed to furnish to this House a copy of Captain | 


Delafield’s report on the condition of the harbors 
in the Delaware river, accompanied by an esti- 
mate for the repair and preservation of the same. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, 

Resolved, That there be a select committee ap- 
pointed to examine and report to this House 
whether the directions contained in the joint reso- 
lution of April 27, 1826, and July 14, 1832, have 
been complied with in the compilation of the 
Biennal Register, and whether any measures can 
be adopted by which the intention of Congress, 
as expressed by said resolutions, may be more 


effectually executed; and also to inquire into | 


the expediency of having the Register published 
annually, instead of biennially. . 

Mr. CHILTON.ALLAN submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which lies on the table one day 
for consideration: 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House the amount of 
appropriations made since the 6th April, 1832, (to 
include all from a report of that date,) under the 
following heads, viz: fortifications? light-houses, 
public debt, revolutionary and other pensions, in- 
ternal improvements, including the building of 
piers and breakwaters, preservation of ports and 
harbors, removing obstructions in rivers and 
creeks, &c., and the support of light-houses, in- 
cluding all incidental expenses, the amount dis- 


tory. 
Mr. EWING submitted a project for a national 
bank; which was ordered to be printed. 


COMMUTATION BILL. 


The commutation bill was, on motion of Mr. 
| CRANE, postponed, and made the special order 
of the day for Wednesday next. 

The House, on motion of Mr. POLK, resumed, 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Hupparp in the chair,) the con- 
sideration of ` 

THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION, BILL. 


Mr. VANCE offered an amendment, to be in- 
serted after the second line. 


gone through. This was the rule of the House. 

Mr. VANCE understood that the rule applied 
to the sections in the bill, not to the clauses; and 
that it would not be in order to turn back, if the 
| section was passed. : 

Mr. POLK read the rules of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the bill should 
by teken upand progressed with where they last 
eft off. 


| order to amend a bill before the House. He dis- 
sented, therefore, from the views of the Chair. 
After a desultory conversation as to the point 
of order, 
Mr. VANCE offered an amendment to the bill, 
as follows: 


now allowed by law, there shall be paid'to the 
within named officers the following sums per 
annum: 

To each of the Secretaries, of State, Treasury, 
War, and Navy, four thousand dollars, To the 
Postmaster General, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. To each Assistant Postmaster General, 
eighteen hundred dollars. To each of the Comp- 
trollers of the Treasury, two thousand dollars. 
To each of the Auditors of the Treasury, two 
thousand dollars. To the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, two thousand dollars. To the Register of 
the Treasury, two thousand dollars. ‘To the 
Treasurer, two thousand dollars. 
missioner of Indian Affairs, two thousand dollars. 
To the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
two thousand dollars. 


tion now allowed by law to the clerks in the De- 
partments of State, Treasury, War, and Navy, 
including those in the General Land Office, at the 
rate of thirty-three and one third per centum per 
annum., . 
| That from all officers of the custom, by what- 
| ever name designated, or in whatever manner 
employed, there shall be deducted from the com- 
pensation now ailowed to them by law, at the 
i rate of thirty-three and one third per centum per 
| annum, 

That from all officers connected with the system 
of the public lands, either as surveyors general, 


| ducted from the compensation now aliowed them 


per centum per annum. 


elerks, there shall be deducted from the com- 
pensation now allowed to them by law, at the 
rate of thirty-three and one third per centum per 
annum. 

That from all persons connected with the In- 
dian department, as superintendents, agents, sub- 
| agents, interpreters, agents for removals, commis- 
| sioners, or in whatever other manner employed, 


bursed in zach year, and in each State and Terri- | 


Mr. POLK considered it was not in order todo |} 
so now, or until the clauses in the bill were all | 


Mr. WILLIAMS considered it was always in | 


Be it further enacted, That from and after the |! 
passoge of this act, instead of the compensation į 


To the Com- | 


And that there be deducted from the compensa- | 


| registers, receivers, or clerks, there shall be de- ji 
| by law, at the rate of thirty-three and one third | 


|! That from all the clerks in the General Post || 
Office, deputy postmasters, their assistants, and |; 


there shall be deducted from the compensation 
now allowed them by law or regulation, at the 
rate of thirty-three and one-third. për centum per 
annum. ica 
That to the members of the Senate and House 


now allowed by law, they shall receive six dollars 
per day, and six dollars for every twenty miles 
travel to and from the seat of Government. And 
that from and after the expiration òf the present 
presidential term, the salary of the Presidentof.the 
United States shall be fifteen thousand dollars per 
annum. 


Mr. VANCE said he was not in the habit of 


| House. The measure which he proposed was his 
own, and maturely considered. From the present 
derangement of the currency, and the general 
depression of business, the salaries of the officers 
of the Government were actually increased in value 
to the amount of the reduction which he proposed. 
If we are coming to a specie currency, it can be 
j: proved, by arithmetic, that in ten years the office- 
holders would possess themselves of the whole 
wealth of the country, if they are not reduced, 
The office-holders ought, he thought, ta sympa- 
thize with the people in their distresses and embar- 


country was reduced 46 or 50 per cent. The 
President, with his salary of $25,000, which he 
was sorry we could not. touch, during his term, 
j could now purchase, with. his $25,000, $50,000 
worth of the property of his confiding constituents, 
| He wished to teach the men who have monapo-. 
‘lized all the offices that they ought not to tamper 
with the interests of the community. He even 
thought that we ought to reduce our own pay, 
though he knew that the representatives in Con- 
gress were worse paid than any officers under the 
Government, and he was aware that it was ad- 
visable to keep the members above the reach of 
executive influence. His own constituents did not 
| depend upon office for support, and their whole 
! industry was paralyzed. He. had. offered the 
| measure without concert with any individual,- 
| Mr. POLK hoped the House would vote upon 
ij the amendment at once, ie hee 
l| Mr. WARDW ELL offered the following amend- 
|i ment to the amendment: . 
|i From the compensation now allowed to the print- 
i ers of the two Houses of Congress, there shall be 
deducted thirty-three and a third per centum. . à 
|| Mr. VANCE said the public printing depended 
| upon contract, but he would not object to it now: 
Mr. PARKER hoped we should take the ques- 
ition first upon reducing our own pay. ar 
| - Mr. BURGES said that the President and his 
| friends in office had by their measures augmented 
| their salaries fifty per cent., as every commercial 
man in the country knew.. We could not reach 
the President, but we could. reach those who were 
loudly vociferous in the praise of the measures 
which enabled them to possess themselves of the 
: produce of the country at half its value. He was 
; opposed to the reduction of the daily pay of mem- 
| bers of this House. The pay of members was 
i actually less now than the salary of a clerk, in 
|! proportion to our expenses. While we were here, 
| we were obliged to support our families at home, 
|; It would bea discouragement to the middling inter- 
; estman, whom he considered ag the bestlegisiators, 
| to come to this House. The printers he would 
i not touch, because with them we had a contract. 
| Mr. CHILTON asked that the question should 
| be taken upon each clause of the amendment, 
The question on reducing the salary of the Fresi- 
dent wes first taken, and decided in the negative— 
: yeas 60, nays 88. . 


The question on reducing the. salaries of the 


| 
| heads of departments was taken, (the. members 
| passing through tellers,) and determined in the 
| negative—yeas 54, nays 90. 
| The clause relating to the salary of the attorney 
; general was rejected, by a vote of 56 to 79. 
li The clause relative to the Postmaster Genpral 
i! being under consideration— 3 : 
| Mr. VANCE would merely state, he. said, in 
it relation to this clause, that $3,500 was: the-corn- 
‘| pensation of the Postmaster. General -until a few 
l: years. ago, when it was raised to $6,000, for the 
i benefit of the man, not the office. 
i 


Mr. MERCER said, by raising this. salary, 
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of Representatives, instead of the compensation: ~ 


| making speeches, and should not long detain'the | 


rassments. The price of all the property inthe. 


y 
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though he was particeps criminis, we had done great 
injury to this Government. It had caused the 
transter of that officer to the Cabinet. 

Mr. HIESTER moved to fix the salary at 
$4,000; which Mr. VANCE accepted as an amend- | 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the clause as 
modified, and negatived. Yeas 68, nays 89. 

The clause relative to the Assistant Postmaster {i 
General was rejected without a count. 

The clause relative to the Comptroller was 
rejected, 58 to 77. 

The clause relative to the Auditors was rejected 
without a count. 

The clause relative to the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury was rejected by a vote of 67 to 78. 

The clause relative to the Register of the Treas- 
‘ury was rejected by a vote of 53 to 76. 

‘The clause relative to the Treasurer was rejected 
without a count. i 

The clause relative to the Commissioner on 
Indian Affairs being under consideration — 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked what was the salary 
of this officer, and what were his duties? 

Mr. VANCE stated that the saliry of the officer 
was 3,000 dollars, and that the duties were for- 
merly performed by a clerk, Mr. McKenny, for a ji 
salary of 1,600 dollars. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said he should vote 
for this amendment for some reasons which he | 

“gave. 

Mr. POLK remarked, that it was evident that : 
an appropriation bill would necessarily be much 
embarrassed if we undertook to reduce and fix | 
all the salaries, The proper way, according to the 
doctrines we heard yesterday, would be to refer 
the subject to a committee for examination and a 
report. He had voted against every clause, and 
should continue so to vote. ` 

Mr. FOOT said a few words in defence of his 
doctrines on this subject, which he had maintained 
ever since he came to this House, when he was a 
member of the Radical Committee. ; 

Mr. DENNY.said that the gentleman from 
Tennessee was voting against the doctrines which 
he advocated yesterday. 

Mr. CHILTON remarked that the subject, if 
referred at all to a committee, according to the sug- 
gestion of the. gentleman from Tennessee, would | 
necessarily go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. There was no way to get à vote on the 
question, but the way which had been taken. 

Mr. VANCE said he had not been here for 
thirteen years without knowing how this matter 
was going. There was a solid phalanx which 
would vote down every proposition in order to | 

Keep the yeas and nays out of the House. Now, 
if the chaifman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means would agree that he should havea vote on || 


each of those items, in the House, by yeas and 
nays, he and his friends would not say another 
word on the subject. He saw how it would be. 
Gentlemen would meet the subject before the peo- 
ple by saying that the subject could not be intro- 
duced into an appropriation bill, at the same time | 
acknowledging that the salaries ought to be re- | 
duced. Mr. V. said he was in’ Congress in the | 
famoustimes of retrenchments,when the gentleman 
from New York near him, [Mr. CAMBRELENG,] | 
and his associates, denounced the existing Ad- | 
ministration for profligacy of expenditure. He 
went on to compare the expenditures of the last | 
Administration with the present. He maintained 

also that the most salutary retrenchments which 

were ever made in this country, were made by 

amendments to the appropriation bills. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY did not doubt the patriotism 
of the motives of the mover, but he regretted that 
he had taken an appropriation bill for offering hig 
motion, There were many of the proposed reduc- 
tions which he approved of; but he would not 
vote them as amendments to the appropriation bill. | 
In the outset he had almost determined to vote for 
one item, the reduction of our own pay, which 
seemed to be hardly palatable to the mover him- 
self, But he had determined not to vote for that 
as an amendment to this bill. He hoped that the 
House would proceed to vote on the several clauses 
of the amendment, without discussion, 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, made some explana- 
tions of his former remarks. He was in favor of 


| ject. 7 ; | 
Mr. WATMOUGH wished (he said) to estab, |! 


| proper opportunity for the people to take to make 


| but to call the attention of the House to the fact, | 


| attempting to fix a sweeping scale of reduction as | 


all proper reductions, but he thought it improper 


to embarrass an appropriation bill with the sub- | 


lish a stong and vivid sympathy between office- | 
holders and the people, and he should therefore | 
vote for every one of the proposed reductions. An 
appropriation bill was, he contended, the most | 


a stand in favor of the liberties which they had left. | 
It was the only way in which a restoration of the || 
Constitution would be effected. Mr. W. alluded i! 
to the principles on which the present Administra- | 
tion came into power, and to the promises of re- | 
trenchment, and called upon gentlemen to redeem | 
their pledges.. The people he represented would | 

| 

i 


support him in refusing a single dollar of appro- | 
priation until the Administration retraced its 
steps. ; 
Mr. LANE spokeat considerable length against || 
the amendment proposed. g r. 
Mr. POLK rose, not to enter into the question, | 


that the appropriation for the salary of the Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs was not provided for in | 
thepresent bill. This showed the impropriety of 


an amendment to an appropriation bill. We had 
now been here two days engaged on this bill, a 
circumstance which was unprecedented since his 
recollection. We had, as yet, got only to the; 
fourth clause of the bill, and at this rate we should | 
be occupied with it two months. 

Mr. BATES said he would agree to waive all 
discussion ifthe gentleman would consent to suffer | 
the yeas and nays to be taken upon the amendment || 
in the House. He spoke at some length in sup- 
port of the amendment. He was not in favor of 
reducing salaries, but he thought that two dollars 
were now worth as muchas three dollars were last 

ear, 
7 Mr. CHILTON spoke in reply to the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Lang. ] 

Mr. LANE explained and rejoined. , 

Mr. BATES made a few observations; when 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the commtttee do 
now rise. 

Mr. POLK hoped the committee would not rise 
until the vote was taken on the clause under con- 
sideration. 

The motion to rise was rejected—77 to 84. 

The question was then taken on the clause rela- 
tive to the salary of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, and determined in the negative—ayes 58, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. MERCER moved that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 91, noes 73. 

The committee rose, and reported progress 

The House then adjourned, at a quarter past 
four o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, April 11, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the follow- 
ing communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury; which was ordered to be printed: 

: Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
April llth, 1834. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Sen- | 
ate of the 9th instant, directing the Secretary of | 
the Treasury ‘to communicate to the Senate the | 
‘name of any agent or agents employed by him 
‘to transact the business of the treasury with the 
‘banks selected for the deposite of the public funds; 
‘the nature of the duties performed by said agent || 
‘or agents; the amount of the compensation paid 
‘ for the discharge of the said duties, and by whom, 
‘and from what fund the said compensation is 
‘paid; and in pursuance of what law the said 
* agent or agents have been appointed,” I have the 
honor to state, that, for many years past, it has 
been the duty of one of the clerks of this depart- 
mant to attend to the business of the treasury with | 
banks. The clerkship to which that duty is as- 
signed has been filled for upwards of four years 
by Samuel M. McKean. He is appointed under || 
the act of Congress of 20th April, 1818, and the 
salary to which he is entitled under that act ig 
$1,600 a year; and since the deposites have been 
removed, as well as before, he has continued to 
attend to the business of the department with 


such services. 

If this clerk in the department is not to be con- 
sidered as embraced in the call made by the Senate, 
no agent has been employed by meto transact the 
business of the Treasury with the banks selected 
for the deposite of the public funds. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, R. B. TANEY, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van BUREN, 
Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
PETITIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then declared (under 
the rule adopted yesterday) that petitions were in 
order, 

Mr. TYLER presented the petition of Lieuten- 
ant Washington Seawell, of the Engineer Corps; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

- Mr. TOMLINSON presented a petition, signed 
by inhabitants of the States of Connecticut, New 
York, and Massachusetts, interested in the com- 
merce of Long Island Sound, praying an appro- 


| priation for the improvement of Black Rock har- 


bor. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial, signed, 
and the proceedings of a meeting held by citizens 
of Blockley, Philadelphia county, sustaining the 
Executive in removing the deposites from the 
Bank of the United States, praying that they may 
not be restored, and that the corporation may not 
be rechartered; which was read, referred to the 


| Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial signed 
by 1,619 citizens of Rutland county, Vermont, 


| praying a restoration of the deposites to the Bank 
| of the United States, and a recharter of that insti- 


tution; which was read, and the usual order of 


| reference and printing made. 


Mr. EWING presented a memorial signed by 
upwards of 2,000 inhabitants of I'ranklin county, 
Ohio, and a memorial signed Ly 4,310 inhabitants 
of the city of Cincinnati and.county of Hamilton, 
in the same State, praying a restoration of the 
deposites to the Bank of the United States, and a 
recharter of said bank; which were read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported, without amendment, the 
following bills from the House of Representatives: 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas D. Coleman; 

A bill for the relief of William Haslett; 

A bill for the relief of James Kitchens; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Sampson; i 

A bill for the relief of William Enos; 

A bill for the'relief of William Hazard; 

A bill for the relief of William O’Neal. 

Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported a bill from the House of Representatives, 
for the relief of Andrew Armstrong, without 
amendment. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition of 
Archibald W. Hamilton; which was laid upon the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, made 
a similar report upon the petition of Samuel Lewis, 
jr., upon which a similar order was made. 

-Mr. CLAY submitted the following: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to cause to be ascertained and reported to 
the Senate the aggregate numbers of all who 
have, or shall have, on the day of his report, pre- 
sented petitions, memorials, or other proceedings, 
to the Senate, for or against the Executive meas- 
ure of the removal of the deposites, distinguishing 
the number appertaining to each petition, memo- 
rial, or other proceeding. 

Modified as follows, at Mr. Pornpexrer’s sug- 
gestion: ‘* And specifying the city, town, county, 
and State from which the memorial or petition 
was received.” 

Mr. CLAY said he was desirous that this ser- 
vice should be performed, because it was of im- 
portance to have collected in one view the number 
of ourfellow-citizens, pro and con., who have come 
here soliciting relief. 
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Mr. WRIGHT said there were many consider- {| ‘The order was adopted. 


ations which would make this a very delicate duty 
to be performed by the Secretary. One he would 
name, which would be recollected by the Senate. 
A short time since, a memorial was presented by 
an honorable Senator, coming from the city of 
Albany, and he (Mr. Wricut] also presented 
another from the same city. The Senate ordered 
the names to these memorials to be printed. They 
came in from the printer the day before yesterday, 
and the one which was said to have been signed 
by 2,800 citizens of Albany, was found to contain 
the names of but 1,316. Where this mistake 
existed he did not know; but there was a great 
mistake somewhere. Again, if such an order 
should be executed, the report ought truly to repre- 
sent the classification and business of the signers. 
Further, the gentleman from Kentucky and him- 
self had presented memorials from the city qf Troy. 
He (Mr. W.) had also information from that 
country that mistakes of an’ important character 
existed there too. He mentioned this to show the 
necessity of gentlemen examining the names to the 
memorials which they-presented. The Albany 
memorial which he presented, he said at the time, 
contained the signatures of 1,700 persons; and he 
had since found that it had only 1,606 appended 
to it, and therefore he would suggest to the gentle- 
man, whether it would not be better, in view of 
these difficulties, to lay the subject on the table for 
a few days, with a view to some further investi- 
gation of it. 

Mr. CLAY said he was aware entire precision 
was not attainable in the execution of the order; 
but an approximation was possible, and a mistake 
of some four or five hundred either way was of no 
material consequence. 
be some difficulty in distinguishing all the fictitious 
names, or erasing them from the memorials. He 
was willing to take them all together. The gen- 

«tleman alluded to the mistake in the memorial 
from Albany. But was it not possible that it 
mi 
been detached from it and, added to his? Some- 
thing like this had recently occurred in Philadel- 
phia, where a long memorial had been got up rela- 
tive to the incorporation, by the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, of the Dyotville Glass Company. A por- 
tion of that list of signatures had been cut off and 
attached to a deposite memorial, and sent here. 
‘As to mistakes, they would be corrected by the 
adoption of the order. 

Mr. WRIGLIT took leave to say that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky did him injustice in the 
imputation that he had any agency in cutting off 
any part of the memorial alluded to. 

Mr. CLAY disclaimed any allusion to the hon- 
orable gentleman; he only intimated that such a 
thing might be done. 

Mr. WRIGHT resumed. Fle believed he un- | 
derstood the remark as it was meant. He never, | 
since be had been a member of the Senate, made i 
any reflection upon any petition or name upon one. 
He thought, however, the report ought to give the 
names in classes according to their several occupa- 
tions; he had no objection to the order with sach | 
an explanation going with it. If there was such a 
mistake as he had mentioned in the Albany memo- 
rial, should it not be explained ? 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said the gentleman. 
from Kentucky must be aware that it was not 
proper to act now on this subject. Many of these 
memorials had been referred to the Committee on 
Finance, where they would remain until their 
report was brought back, and they were, therefore, 
not within the control of the Secretary. 
object was, not to act on the subject tll the com- 
mittee reported, he had no objection. If it was 
oniy to extend to the printed memorials, it might 
be done, but not to those which had been referred. 

Mr. CLAY observed that there was always such 
free mtercourse between the committees and officers 

of the Senate, that there woul 


S 


d be no difficulty in 


He believed there would || 


ght turn out that a portion of one memorial had || 


d 


i 


i 


If the | bil 


| of the expenditures made in the year 1833, at the 


| committee, reported a bill granting a pension to 


| tived—ayes 92, noes 93. 


' the further consideration of the motion was post- 


Vou. 1....No. 20: 


The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting a statement 


national armories. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 

_The Senate took up the resolution submitted by 
him a few days since, for the printing of one thou- 
sand copies of the Journal of the Old Congress, 
with a compendious index for the use of the Senate. 

Upon this resolution a debate of some length 
ensued, in which Messrs. SOUTHARD, KING 
of Georgia, POINDEXTER, EWING, BIBB, 
and SHEPLEY participated when, withouttaking 
the question, at four o’clock, 

Mr. MORRIS moved an adjournment, but gave 


way to 

Mr. POINDEXTER, upon whose motion it 
was ordered, that when the Senate adjourns, it 
adjourn until Monday. . 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frmay, April 11, 1834. 

Mr, ELISHA WHITTLESEY, from the Com- 
mittee of Glaims, made unfavorable reports on the 
cases of William Jett and Jchn Kutts; and 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, on the case of John Perham; which 
were read and laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the same 


Luke Voorhies. 
_ Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill for the |; 
relief of James Caulfield. 

Mr. CHILTON reported a bill for the relief of 
Colonel Gideon Morgan. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of the 
City Council of Charleston, South Carolina, re- 
ported a bill for the repair and completion of the 
United States marine hospital, in the city of 
Charleston. 

All which bills were severally read and com- 
mitted. | 

The House recumed the consideration of the 
resolution offered by Mr. Maropis,dn relation to 
the deposites; and 

Mr. CORWIN resumed and continued his re- 
marks in opposition to it. 

Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rules, 
in order to move that the House resume the consid- 
eration of theciviland diplomaticappropriation bill. 

Mr. WARD said he considered that the pub- 
lic business ought to be the first attended to, and 
therefore, he called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, spoke of the 
urgent importance of the private business; and 

Mr. POLK urged the necessity of going on with 

the appropriation bill. : 

The question being taken, the motion was nega- 


The SPEAKER announced the order of the day 
to be the motion to reconsider the vote rejecting 
the bill for the relief of David Kilbourne. : 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 


oned till Friday next. 

The bill for the relief of Edmund Brooke was 
read a third time. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, opposed the 


moved the post- | 


ill. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, J 
f the bill 


| was a quorum in the Hall— 


‘of Benjamin Leslie. 


ponement of the further consideration o: 
till Friday next. | 
A quorum not voting. , : 
Mr., WHITTLESEY said there was manifestly 
a quorum in the House, and he hoped that the day 
would not be wasted. 


| 


i 
i 


| 
| 


moved the | 


having access to the papers, and ascertaining all 
that was in them. 


20 


Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, 
indefinite postponement of the bill. 


Agreed to, 92 to 65. Neh bey 

The following bills were read a third.time and 
passed: : 

A bill for the relief of Francis Ogden; : 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
William Rogers, deceased ; oe 

A bill for the relief, in part, of the crew of the 
brig Sarah George. 

The bill for the relief of Gaetano Carusi was 
taken up and further postponed. 

The bill for the relief of Susan Decatur, being 
the order of the day, it was postponed.’ ; 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Cray in the chair) on the bill to provide for 
the payment of property lost and destroyed while  : 
in the military service of the United States during ; 
the late war with Great Britain, and for other pur- 


poses. 
ai SVEESTLEAEN explainéd the object of 
e bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired that the bill be read 
by sections. ; ai 
Some discussion followed, in which. Messrs. 
WARDWELL, HARDIN, WHITTLESEY. of 
Ohio, FILLMORE. WILLIAMS, and STOD- 
DERT participated. ; 

Mr. HARDIN proposed an amendment, to 
restrict the granting of any compensation, unless 
in cases where the buildings were solely occupied 


! by the military when destroyed. 


_ Mr. DICKSON opposed this, and said he was 
inclined rather to enlarge than restrict. When in 
order, he would propose to alter the phraseology, 


i so as to grant compensation where the houses had 


been occupied by the United States troops thirty~ 
six hours previous to their destruction. l 

Mr. BEALE proposed to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. HARDIN. 

After further debate by Mr. MARSHALL and 
Mr. WHITTLESEY— . i 
Mr. EVANS moved that the committee do rise. 
The motion was negatived: Ayes 42, noes 57., 

No quorum. A RID 
Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise . 

and report the fact that there was no quorum in 

attendance. : oo 
The CHAIRMAN having ascertai 


ned that there : 
A motion that thecommi 

put, prevailed; whereupon 
The committee rose, reported 

and obtained leave to sit again, 
And the House adjourned. 


ttee do rise having been 


progress, asked 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, April 12, 1834. 

On motion of Mr. KAVANAGH, ; 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolution of the Legislative 
Council of the Territory of Florida, respecting a 
road from St. Augustine to Cape Florida, and thas 
the same be referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, 

Ordered, That the same committee be dis- ` 
charged from the further consideration of the case 
of Matthew W. Mountfort, and that it be laid on 


i the table. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Ter- 


! ritcries, reported a bill establisting the territorial 


overnment of Huron; and 


Mr. ADAMS, of New York, a bill for the relief 


All which bills were read twice and committed. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Marois in relation 
to the deposites. 3 i 

Mr. CORWIN resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks, by moving to amend the said resolution by 
striking out all after ‘* resolved,” and. inserting m 
lieu thereof the following: : A 


‘That the reasons of the Secretary of the Treas- 
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ury for the removal of the public deposites.from 
the Bank of the United States are insufficient, and 
that it is inexpedient to enact a law requiring the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury to deposite the public 
moneys in the State banks.” 

Mr. CLAY rose and said, that as the House 
had, by thetr recent votes, expressed their decided 
opinion on the subject involved in the original 
resolution, as well as upon the amendment now 
proposed, it was surely unnecessary to revive a 
second discussion upon these subjects. He de- 
“sired to have the attention of tht House directed to 
the vast accumulation-of other business yet to be 
disposed of, for which purpose, and with the per- 
fect assent of his colleague, he now moved that the 
‘resolution be laid on the table. j 
` Mr. VINTON demanded the yeas and nayson 
this motien; which were ordered. 

Mr..McKENNAN said he must appeal to the 
‘courtesy of the honorable member from Alabama 
‘to withdraw his motion, in order to give those 
‘members who were successively cut off by the 
motions for the previous question, an opportunity 
of expressing their sentiments. 

Mr. CLAY, however unwilling to refuse such 
‘a request, felt compelled, under the circumstances 
which he had stated, to decline withdrawing his 
motion, 

Mr. CARR moved for a call of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays 
onthe call. Ordered. 

The House having directed the.call, yeas 152, 
nays 1]—after some time spent therein— 

Mr. WEHITTLESEY, of Ohio, remarked that 
as the hour (twelve o’clock) had arrived at which 
private bill business should commence on this 
day, by the rule, further proceedings on the call 
would not be of any service to the motion pend- 
ing. 

The proceedings under the case were then sus- 
pended So the question on the resolution of Mr. 

ARDIS stands over. 

The Fouse having resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole (Mr. Cray in the chair) on the 
bill to provide for the payment of claims for prop- 
erty lost, captured, or destroyed, by the enemy, 
while in the military service of the United States, 
during the late war with Great Britain, and the 
Indian wars subsequent thereto, and for other 
purposes, 

Mr. HARDIN proposed an amendment to the 
‘ninth section of said bill, which section was as 
follows: 

“That any person who, in the time aforesaid, 
has sustained damage by the destruction of his or 
her house or building by the enemy, while the 
same was occupied aga military or naval depos- 
ite, or for barracks, under the authority of an offi- 
cer or agent of the United States, shall! be allowed 
and paid the amount of such damage: Provided, 
That it shall appear that such occupation was the 
cause of its destruction.” 

Mr. HARDIN proposed so to amend the ninth 
section, as to have it read, “ occupied as a place of 
deposite for military stores belonging to the United 
States, or as barracks for soldiers, by order of an 
officer of the United States Army.” The amend- 
ment was agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, then proposed, by 
way of an amendment, a provision to extend the 
benefits of the bill to those who had sustained 
similar losses in the war of the Revolution. 

This was resisted hy Messrs. W Hi TTLESEY, 
WILLIAMS, JARDIN, FILLMORE. STOD- 
DERT, and PARKER, on various grounds—that 
the amendment could not with propriety be at- 
tached to this bill, without further very important 
modifications. In relation to the testimony which 
should be received by the Auditor in support of 
suid revolutionary claims; that a measure for the 
liquidation and adjustment of this description of 
claims should come from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, and contain all the safeguards 
which would be necessary for the security of the 
Government; that more than half a century has 
elapsed since these claims originated, and that, 
without the most precautionary measures, the 
adoption. of the amendment might produce great 
imposition and fraud; that by the resolution of 
the old Congress, this class of claims was rejected; 
and that, with the exception of a single case, Con- 
gress had not assumed, by its legislation, the 


adjustment and payment of claims for losses, &c., 
incurred during the war-of the Revolution. 

The amendment was sustained by the mover, 
Mr. WARD, and Messrs. EVERETT, of Massa- 
chusetts, and HUBBARD, of New Hampshire. 
It was urged that there was no good reason for 
the distinction between claims growing out of the 
last war and claims growing out of the Revolution. 
The war of the Revolution was prosecuted for the 
benefit of the common country; that independence 
was attained by the treasure and by the power of 
every member of the Confederacy; that services 
were rendered for the whole country; that disa- 
bilities were incurred in sustaining the common 
cause of the Republic, and for these. services and 
for these disabilities Congress have made provis- 
ion. And that the principal reason why provision 
has not been made for remuneration for losses 
then necessarily sustained, must have been owing 
to the poverty of the National Treasury more than 
to the resolution of the Continental Congress, 
which has been referred to; that claims which 
existed for losses during the Revolution are as just 
and as honest as any claims for losses during the 
last war; and that no good reason exists why pro- 
vision should not be made as well for the one as 
for the other. The length of time -which has 
elapsed should not operate to bar them. 

The amendment was, however, rejected by vote 
of the commitiee. 

. Upon his presenting amendments to the tenth 
section of a bill reported by the Committee on 
Claims, to provide for the payment of claims for 
property lost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy 
while in the military service of the United States, 
during the late war with Great Britain, and the 
Indian wars subsequent thereto, and for other pur- 
poses, which tenth section of the bill, as reported 
by the committee to the House, provides, “ That 
‘any officer, field or staff, volunteer, ranger, cav- 
‘alry, or other persons engaged in the campaign 
‘of eighteen hundred and eighteen against the 
‘Seminole Indians, or against any other Indians 
‘in the time of war since, who have sustained 
‘damage, without any fault or negligence on their 
‘part, respectively, by the loss of a horse, or neces- 
‘sary equipage,in battle, or by the loss of a horse 
‘that was wounded in battle, and afterwards died 
tof ssid wound while in the service:” 

Mr. CARR proposed to amend that part of the 
tenth section above referred to, and cause it to read 
as follows: ‘ That any officer, field or staff, vol- 
‘unteer, ranger, cavalry, or other persons engaged 
‘in the campaign of eighteen hundred and eleven, 
‘on the Wabash, against the Indians, or against 
‘any other Indians in the time of war since, in- 
‘cluding the campaign of eighteen hundred and 
‘eighteen against the Seminole Indians, and also 
‘the six companies organized by virtue of the act 
‘of Congress, approved the thirteenth of June, one 
‘thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, for the 
‘protection of the northwestern frontier, who have 
‘sustained damage, without any fault or negligence 
‘on their part, respectively, by the loss of a horse 
‘or necessary equipage in battle, or by the loss of 
“a horse that was wounded in battle and afterwards 
‘died of said wound while in the service, or was 
‘stolen by the Indians and not returned, or other- 
‘wise lost without any fault or negligence on the 
‘part of the owner,” should be paid for in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of the bill as reported by 
the committee. 

Mr. C. said the reasons which influenced him 
to ask the adoption of the amendment which he 
proposed were, that upon examining the bill he 
had seen what he considered an omission in the 
bill, in not providing for the payment of property 
lost by a very meritorious portion of our troops 
who performed military service previous to the 
declaration of the late war, during the war, and 
subsequent to the close of the war with Great 
Britain. 

It should be recollected that the campaign on 
the Wabash in the year 1811 was performed pre- 
vious to the declaration of the late wer; that the 
amendment which he proposed provides for the 
payment of property lost by individuals on that 
memorable campaign, which has not heretofore 
been provided for by Jaw. Mr.C. said it was 
true that a law bad passed, he believed in the year 
1812, which provided for the payment of horses 
killed in the battle of Tippecanoe, in November, 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 


1811; but did not, he believed, provide for the 
payment of property lost by individuals at other 
periods of that campaign, while in the service of 
their country. Mr. C. said that the act of Con- 
gress approved the 9th of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, provided for the pay- 
ment of property lost, captured, or destroyed by 
the enemy while in the military service of the 
United States, in the late war, did not provide for 
the payment of property for which his amendment 
| proposed to provide; nor did the act of Congress, 
approved the third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen. That act provided for the 
payment of any horse, mule, &c., lost while in the 
military service of the United States, when it shall 
appear that the loss was without any fault or neg- 
ligence on the part of the owner, and extended to 
cases of property lost in the wars with the Indian 
tribes subsequent to the 18th February and prior 
to the Ist of September, 1815. 

Mr. C. said he could not discover the reason 
why those individuals who had sustained loss of 
property in the campaign in the year 1811 upon 
the Wabash, should not be as fully and amply 
provided for as to their losses as those who had 
sustained loss at any period duringghe late war, 
and subsequent thereto. He believed that the 
services of those in the campaign of 1811 were as 
essential, and their achievements as beneficial to 
thesecurity ofthe western frontier against a savage 
foe, as were the services of any portion of the 
troops in the late war. Fle believed that their 
services had been recognised by the Government, 
| that those who had received wounds in the battle 
of Tippecanoe were entitled to receive pensions in 
| proportion to their disabilites, and that the widows 
and orphans of those who fell in the battle were 
provided for in like manner with those who fell 
in the battle during the late war. 

Mr. C. said his amendment also provided for 
the payment of losses sustained by sundry indi- 
viduals whe had belonged to and performed ser- 
vice in certain companies of mounted. rangers, 
which had been organized by laws of Congress, 
passed during the war, and sü bsequent thereto, for 
the protection of the frontier. Hle said that those 
companies to which he alluded, who had done 
service in the late war, were composed mostly of 
citizens of the then Territories of Missouri, Ili- 
nois, and Indiana; that those troops furnished their 
own horses and subsistence for them; they also 
furnished their own provisions, their own arms, 
ammunition, and all necessary equipage, and that 
these troops, for a term of two years, and some of © 
them a longer period of active service, underwent 
many hardships and privations; were exposed to 
all kinds of weather; swimming creeks and rivers; 
encamping in the woods for days, weeks, and 
months, in bark camps, or under tents made of 
blankets. It was by the citizens of the thin and 
scattered settlements of the Territories of Mis- 
souri, Ilinois, and Indiana, and under circum- 
| stances like these, that a frontier of some hundreds 
of milesin extent were mainly guarded, protected, 
and sustained, without whose exertions and vigi- 
lance that vast frontier must have been laid waste, 
and become a prey to savage violence. 

It was a portion of these troops, with other 
citizen volunteers of the then Territories of Mis- 
; souri, Illinois, and Indiana, who defeated and dis- 
| persed the Indians on the Illinois river in the late 
war. It wasthe rangers of Missouri, Ilnois, and 
| Indiana, who performed the task of hauling, with 
| their own hands, some distance, every picket and 
| stick of timber, outof which Fort Clark was built 
| on the Hiinois river, at Peoria Lake. After this ser- 
‘vice was performed, a part of those rangers were 
ordered to ascend the river in keel boats, for the pur- 
pose of destroying the Indian villages on the banks 
| of the river. Being thus separated from their 
horses, which were running at large, being some 
hundreds of miles in the wilderness, where forage. 
could not be obtained, several of them were stolen 
by the Indians or otherwise lost to their owners. 
On the return of those troops to their respective 
| frontiers, two of these companies were ordered to 
| pass through the wilderness, from near Fort Clark 
| to Vincetines, on the Wabash; they left Fort Clark 
with seven days’ provisions, and arrived at Vin- 
í cennes on the seventeenth day after their departure 
i from Fort Clark, subsisting on fall grapes and 
i hazelnuts, for the greater part of ten days; that their 
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march was impeded by high waters; their horses |; 
having been without forage for several months, || 
worn dawn with fatigue and starvation, several of 
them perished and were wholly lost to their own- 
ers. . | 

Mr. C. said that these rangers were stationed, | 
mast of the time in which they were in the service | 
of their country, at places distantfrom any settle- | 
ment, where forage could be had. Thatalthough f 
the strictest vigilance was observed to keep secure | 
their horses, yet a number of them were either 
stolen by the Indians, or lost without any fault or 
negligence on the part of their owners. 

Mr. C. said, he thought it was doing nothing 
more than justice demanded, to pay those individ- 
usla who served ag rangers in the late war, as well 
as those who served in the six companies organized 
inthe year 1832, for the protection of the north- | 
western frontier, for horses stolen by the Indians, 
died in the service, or were otherwise lost by un- |; 
avoidable accident, without any fault or negligence || 
on the partof the owner. It was for losses of this |! 
character that his amendment proposed to provide. j; 
He said thatit was noton account of lucre or gain, || 
in a pecuniary point of view, which influenced | 

i 


i 
f 
j 
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| 


many of these individuals to leave their homes 
and their families, and volunteer in the service of | 
their country. He observed that he thought he il 
wes tolerably well acquainted as to the claims | 
which would be presented, if the amendment |; 
which he proposed were adopted, and was of the | 
opinion that a very few thousand dollars would 

liquidate the whole of them; that although the || 
gum would be small, and would not be felt by the j| 
Government, yet it would be of great benefit to 
very many worthy citizens, whe had sustained 
losses, and whose constitutions (at least some of 
them) were muck shattered, in consequence of the 
exposure and hardships which they endured while || 
in the service of their country. li 

After various amendments were made to it, the || 
committee rose and reported the bill, as amended, 
tc the House. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter | 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a state- |; 
ment of the expenditures incurred, and the arms | 
manufactured, in the national armories in the year | 
1833, prepared in conformity to the act of April 2, |, 
1794. 2 

Also, a copy of the map and report furnished |! 
the War Department by Lieutenant Alien, who || 
accompanied H. L. Schoolcraft, Esq., to and |i 
beyond the sources of the Mississippi river, on a | 
visit to the Northwestern Indians, in 1832. 

Which letters were severally read, the report 
ordered to be printed, and iaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 14, 1834. 
PETITIONS. 
| 


Mr. CLAY rose, and said he was cherged with į 
the presentation to the Senate of the proceedings i! 
of a meeting of young men of the city of Troy, | 
New York, and also a memorial from the city of |; 
Schenectady, in that State. The city of Troy |; 
was one of the finest of that succession of beauti- || 
ful cities which decorate the banks of one of the |i 
noblest rivers on the globe—a city which had |, 
sprung up with astonishing rapidity, and at the |: 
time he visited it, he had never witnessed a more i 
respectable, intelligent, and prosperous community |; 
than existed there. But the scene was now most || 
sadly changed, and changed, too, dy no fauit of | 
the population which inhabit that city; by no visi- |; 
tation of Providence upon it, but solely by the , 
folly and wickedness of the rulers of the country. | 
The resolutions describe the true causes of their | 
| 
i 


Gistress, which we all know. | 
But there are other expressions of feeling and 
sentiment in these resolutions, which he estimated i 
much more highly than those in relation to the | 
pressure upon the community; they exhibited the 
spirit of freemen, 
tion; and if the libert 
tights of property are sacrificed, he y 
what estimate are our free institntions? 
young men call for the times of ` 
Jadison, and denounce that union © 


ies of the country and our | 


These 


| Father of his Country, much less in any living | 


i chanics of the city of Schenectady bore the signa- 


; of tne Bank of the United States. 
| to him, they said they were, in truth, what they 
i! represented themselves to be—working-men. 


|! tlemen were found sustaining the most dangerous 


' distress was stoutly denied; it was said to be all 


: mistaken; that deep and abiding distress did exist. 


| not met the true question at all. That branch of |! 


| sufficiency of the reasons given for the removal of | 
i the deposites, they have passed a resolution ratify- 
| ing the uncontrolled will of the Executive author- 


| Capitol, have blown up, producing a Joss to the 


! events furnished a well-grounded hope that the | u mn i S 
' virtue, intelligence, and patriotism of the people | the Executive in removing the deposites from the 
il D 
li 
indignant at Executive usurpa- ti 
|! the recent tr 
would ask of g d ; 
|! Union; they had obtained a victory, 


Washington and |, ous victory, 
f the purse | 


and thesword which they have witnessed—a union 
which they say they would not tolerate in the 


mortal man. The memorial signed by the me- | 


tures of eight hundred individuals, and a more 
skilful, intelligent body of mechanics exist no- 
where. It was brief, but it distinctly pointed out 
the causes of the distress, and asked Congress for || 
the restoration of the deposites and the recharter | 
By their letter 


And now he desired to makea few observations 
upon the present state of things in the country. 
At the beginning of the present session of Con- 
gress we found the Chief Magistrate of thenation 
in the uncontrolled and unlimited possession of the 
public purse; and at as early a period as was found 
convenient, resolutions were offered—one relating 
to the violation of the Constitution and laws, and 
the insufficiency of the Secretary ’s reasons for the 
removal of the deposites. Upon these resolutions 
a protracted debate ensued, which continued for 
three months, during which period honorable gen- 


and alarming doctrines, and amusing Congress by 
contending that the question presented was a ques- | 
tion of bank or no bank. It was in vain that one 
gentleman after another rose in his place, and pro- 
tested that it was a much higher question. It wasin 
vain that member after member declared he would 
vote against the bank, but in favor of the restora- 
tion of the deposites. These resolutions were put 
to vote here, and the result was well known. 

At the commencement of the session the alleged 


panic; that there was no real suffering existing. 
But in the course of a very few weeks, gentlemen 
disowned these declarations, and members in their 
places were compelled to confess that they were 


But they said, take courage; let the question be 
settled, let'the discussion cease, and tranquillity | 
and prosperity will be restored to the country, ; 
Well, the question has been settled in some sort |) 
of way. In another House it has been evaded— | 
merged in the previous question; and they have || 

i 


Congress which is regarded by the people as the 
especial guardians of the public purse, have evaded | 
the real question, and, without determining on the 


ity. Did notevery man know, that upon the doc- 
trines which were urged here, there was but one 
hand, but one will, which governed, directed, and 
issued the public money ? 

Bat we were now told that all was settled; and 
yet what had occurred within one week after the 
ettlement of this great question? Three banks in 
this District, all within sight of the dome of this |; 


i 
H 
H 
it 
|! 
| 
| 


Government, by the bank in Alexandria, it is | 
d that sacred fund, the! 
ined a loss of $20,000: 
But the | 
| 


said, of some $30,000; an 
pension fund, had sasta s 
within a stone’s throw of the Capitol. 
Executive was not satisfied with this. He had | 
appointed a Secretary of the Treasury, who had | 
been retaining his office three months, in defiance i 
and in contempt of the Senate, not having deigned |; 
to send in his nomination for its consideration. 
When had such a thing ever occurred before? | 
He ventured to say, never from the 4th of March, Ji 
1789, down to the present time. it was a most ji 
lamentable state of things, but one for which there it 
was no remedy but that which was in the hands |; 
of the people themselves; and he warned those jj 
friends of the: Executive who upheld his meas» | 
ures, to take heed from the things which had |; 
recently occurred, and retrace their steps. Recent || 


will prompt them to the rescue of their Constitu- | 
ion and laws, and he took the occasion to con- 
gratulate the presiding officer of the Senate upon | 


5 
i 


iumph of the Whigs over their oppo- | 


$ 


nents in the largest and most important city in the 
a most glori- | 


by the most important test—the bal 


i give it that character. 


Jot || tivat 


vox. Eighteen months ago the majority was ' 


6,000 one way—now that majority had. melted 
almost entirely away. In acommunity of thirty- 
five hundred office-holders, struggling between life 
ana death, controlled by one wil, and under one 
command, they had been defeated and prostrated. 
It was a triumph,a glorious triumph. And it was 
not the least pleasing thing to him, (Mr. C.,) and 
correct in historical accuracy, that it was a ques- 
tion between Whigs and Tories. When we looked 
back to the conflict between our fathers and our 
British ancestry, we saw on one side the expan- 
sion of Executive power, to the inculcation of the 
detestable doctrines of non-resistance and passive 
obedience; and what was the denomination of the 
other party? That party which was sustaining 
the cause of liberty, of equal rights, and opposing 
the gizantic strides of royal prerogative? The 
Whig party. And if we turned our attention to 
our own times, they would show tnat they were 
fully authorized in giving the same term to the 
party who opposed the new-fangied doctrines 
whith were now engrossing all executive power 
in one head. What were we contending for at 
ihis day? For the empire of the Constitution 
against that power which, if it prevail, will absorb 
ihe whole powers of the Government. It is the 
parental, watchful character of the Government, 
which gives it its true character, and he rejoiced 
at the recent event which tended so powerfully to - 
He would say persevere, 
and place your fine city at the head of the cities of 
the Union for the predominance of liberty and. 
freedom, as it is at the head of commerce, the 
commercial emporium of the country, for without 
liberty you can have no safe or secure commerce. 
And he would also é&press a hope that the coun- 
trymen of Emmet, Macneven, and Sampson, will 
consider and review the course which they have 
taken, and not contributeto the establishment of a 
practical despotism here, which they have fled 
from in their own country. 

And now he begged to say a few words to out- 
selves, We, asa Senate, can do no positivegood, 
but we have it in our power to prevent much evil 
and to do a vast deal of negative good. Let it be 
a settled principle hereafter, that we will give our 


| approbation to no nomination ofa member of Con- 


gress to office, or at least till the Constitution and 
the laws shall be restored. He.did not know 
whether any member of Congress was.an expect- 
ant, and therefore he made no imputation upon 
any member of either House; but the maxim, had: 
been held by those in power, when they were out 
of power, and had been more signally disregarded. 
since they came in power, than: in any instance 


ihe had ever known; and -asi the best means of’. 


securing purity of purpose, he would never, while 
he remained here, or until‘ the Constitution and 
laws be asserted, agree to the appointment of any 
member of Congress to any office, either at. home 
or abroad, nor for any man who was a known, 
active partisan and electioneerer. Every incum- 
bent in office had a right to enjoy the elective fran- 
chise, but had no right to embody himself into 
any political corps. He would vote for no man 
who prostituted his office to procure a result in 
politicss and he hoped gentlemen would join him 
in opposing all approximations of usurpation and 
of power, and act worthy of an American Senate, 
and of American freemen, and hold up to freemen 
throughout the world one unextinguished light, 
steadily burning, in the cause of the people—in 
the cause of the Union—in the cause of the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. CLAY concluded by moving that the papers 
be read, printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented the petition of James 
Thomas; which wag referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. : 

Mr. SILSBEE presented’ the proceedings of a 
meeting held in Salem, Massachusetts, sustaining 


Bank of the United States, and opposed to the 
recharter of that institution; which was read, re- 
erred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. i 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial 


! ofa citizen of South Carolina, engaged in the cul- 


ion of the vine, and stating that the pine lands 


in Alabama, bordering on Mobile Bay, are well 
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adapted to the growth of the vine, and asking a 
small appropriation of these lands in order to test 
the experiment. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to compromise and settle the 
accounts of the United States with thé Alleghany 
Bank of Bedford, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of George 
Lynch and others. : 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of James H. McCul- 
loch and others; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Margaret Ritar, 
without amendment. . 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Hunter. 


Mr. EWING submitted the following resolu- |j 


tion: i 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate whether any of the 
banks which have recently failed in the District of 
Columbia had in deposite, or otherwise in their 
ossession, any of the public money, and, if any, 
foe much, at the time of their failure. 


ORDERS OF TRE DAY. 


The resolution offered by Mr. PornnexTer to 
print one thousand copies of the old Journals of 
Congress was laid upon the table. 

he report of the Committee on the Judiciary 
relative to the President’s message with regard to 
the pension agency, was laid upon the table, and 
made the special order of the day for Monday 
next, : : 
The report of the Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses on the subject of Mr. Manaum’s resolution 
repealing the order authorizing the purchase of 
documents printed by order of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, was agreed to. 
- The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
wan on motion of Mr. WHITE, laid upon the 
table. 

The followihg bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read, and appropriately referred: 

A bill for the relief of Francis B. Ogden; 

A bill for the relief of a part of the crew of the 
brig Sarah George; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Rogers, deceased. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 

assed: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Morrison, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of John L. Lobdell; 

A bill for the relief of Whitford Gill—yeas 16, 
nays 14, 

A bill for the relief of John McCartney? 

A bill for the relief of theadministratrix of Cap- 
tain Paschal Hickman. 


The bill authorizing a change in the location of 
the 16th section of public lands granted for the use 
of schools was laid upon the table, on motion of 
Mr. CLAY, by the following vote: 


_ YEAS—Mesers. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of Ga., Knight, 
Leigh, Sangam, Naudain, Prentiss, Robbins, 

tisbee, Smith, Southard, Spraeue, Swift - 
linson, and Wilkins—30. eas s Tom 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Mack, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Moore, Morris, Porter, Robinson, Shepley, Tall- 
made, Tipton, and White—I6. 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time: 

A bill granting compensation to Charles Burk- 
ham, Thomas Moore, and others, for services 
rendered during the late war ag spies. 

A bill for the relief of John Clark and others, 

A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
Sentafives of John Rose, deceased. 


Ì - A bill for the relief of John Shackford. 


A bill making an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a road froma _poifit opposite Memphis, 
Tennessee, to Little Rock, in Arkansas Terri- 


tory. 
‘A bill for the relief of John Maguire. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 


i Jones. 


A bill for the relief of John Webber. > 


The following bills were laid upon the table: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Magruder, of 
Mississippi; and 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes. . 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


1 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 14, 1834. 


Mr. BEAN, of New Hampshire, presented a 
memorial from Dover, New Hampshire, on the 
| Subject of the currency and the stagnation of busi- 
ness. : 

Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, presented 
; a memorial from 1,205 citizens of Salem, praying 
| the interposition of Congress. for the restoration of 
| a sound currency. Also,a memorial of the same 
| character from the town of New Bedford. 

Which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
| printed. f 

Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, presented a 
memorial from sundry citizens of the town of 
| Springfield, Massachusetts, praying the restora- 
| tion of the deposites. Laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. REED 
and J, Q. ADAMS. 

Mr. OSGOOD presented the report and resolu- 
tions of a large meeting of citizens of the town of 
Lowell, in Massachusetts, on the subject of a 
national currency. Laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. — 

Mr. OSGCOD presented a report and some res- 
| olutions adopted at a meeting of the citizens of 
| Lowell opposed to a recharter of the United States 
Bank, called without distinction of party. This 
report (said Mr. O.) was adopted by the citizens 
of a town which is known by reputation at least 
to every member of this House. No man whois 
at all acquainted with the present condition of the 
northern portion of this Confederacy, as it regards 
| the business and pursuits of its inhabitants, can be 
ignorant of the extraordinary growth, the rapid 
increase, and the unexampled prosperity of the 
great manufacturing town of Lowell. It is now 
scarcely more than eleven years since the first 
blow was struck in laying the foundation of those 
works which, in that short period, have raised up 


Massachusetts only, but of all New_ England. 
During that brief interval of time, it has been 
| changed from being the site of a few scattered ten- 
ements, into a wealthy, thriving, and populous 
| city, embellished with all the arts, and abounding 
in all the comforts of life. It now contains more 
than twelve thousand inhabitants. Its population 
is of a kind to be deeply interested in the great 
question which now agitates the country. The 
importance of a well-regulated currency cannot 
fail to be perceived by those whose daily subsist- 
ence depends upon an adequate supply of a sound 
| circulating medium, and the profits of whose cap- 
ital must be sensibly and immediately affected by 
the same cause. It seems to me, then, that this 
report is deserving of the deliberate consideration 
of this House. Without pledging myself to the 


that it contains many sentiments which will be 
regarded with universal approbation, and some of 
the most important of them I will briefly notice. 
It begins, sir, with the plain and undeniable 
Proposition that the value of property and the 
prosperity of the community are intimately con- 
nected with the condition of the circulating me- 
dium; and that whatever affects the circulating 
medium must, to a certain extent, affect every 
article of commerce and every species of property. 
From hence it deduces the high obligation of 


Government to regulate the currency by law, to 


| this town to be the manufacturing capital, not of || 


adoption of all its views, I think I may safely say |! 


| put it beyond the power of irresponsible corpora- 
tions to expand and contract it at pleasure, dis- 
i turbing all the elements of commercial int@eourse, 
| sending ruin and distress through the commuBity, 
i and making men rich or poor as they choose. de 

then goes on to- say that itis of the highest im- 

| portance to the community to place the currency 

upon a firm and solid basis; that it should be suffi- 

cient at all times to supply the wants of a healthy 

| business, but that it should not beso abundant as 

to tempt to overtrading, and to bring about, by 

natural and inevitable consequence, a scarcity of 

money, and those unfortunate reactions in business 

which so often afflict the country. It further 

states, sir, that gold and silver form the true basis 

of a currency; and that every departure from that 

basis tends to render the circulating medium un- 

safe. But it adds, what almost every one will be 

willing to allow, that it is impossible, under pres- 

ent circumstances, to adopt wholly, orevenchiefly, 

a metallic currency, and that the only measure 

i now to be adopted, is one. that will restrain the 

substitute for a metallic currency within proper 

bounds—that shall lead to a gradual increase of 

the metallic basis to such an extent as will place 

the currency of the country upon asafe footing. 

The report considers the establishment of a 
national bank upon proper principles, and cau- 
| tiously guarded, as a measure highly beneficial to 
| the country, in its present situation; and goeson to 
| describe what it considers to be the proper busi- 
| ness of such an institution. Its objects are stated 
! to be of a two-fold nature—first, the collection and 
| distribution of the public revenue; and, secondly, 
the facilitating exchange between different parts of 
the country. The State institutions are not con- 
sidered adequate to the accomplishment of these 
objects; but they are considered in this report to 
be sufficient for all the purposesofalocal currency. 
It is the opinion of thosewho adopted this report, 
that Congress ought not to invest the bank with 
| greater powers than are absolutely necessary to 
carry into effect the objects for which it is to be 
créated; that especial care should be taken that it 
be so guarded as not to interfere with the politics ' 
of the country; and that, in order to secure this 
great end, its charter should be limited to a term 
of fifteen years, and its capital should be less than 
half that of the present bank, which they think 
| would be sufficient to meet the wants of the coun- 
try in relation to those objects for which it is to be 
instituted. f 

They think the bank ought to be located in the 
| city of Washington, with power to establish offices 
of deposite and exchange in such places as the 
business of the country and the convenience of the 
Government may require; that no bonus be paid, 
and no interest allowed by the bank upon the pub- 
lie deposites; but that all the profits above six per 
cent. per annum upon the capital stock, shall be 
; paid into the National Treasury; that the Govern- 
ment shall have the right to subscribe for one fifth 
| of the capital, and the President, with the consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint one fifth of the number 
of the directors. 

These, sir, (said Mr. O.,) are some of the prin- 
| cipal views taken in this report; and he now moved 
| that it be laid upon the table, and printed, with a 
| view hereafter, if there should be a committee ap- 
| pointed to consider the expediency of establishing 
| a national bank, of calling it up, and moving its 
' reference to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from the 
town of Gardiner, Maine, praying the restoration 
, of the deposites. Read, ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 
| Mr. BURGES presented a memorial from the 
| citizens of the town of Providence, protesting 
| against the removal of the deposites. Laid on the 
| table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, presented a 
| Memorial signed by sixteen hundred and sixty 
| inhabitants of the city of Providence and its vicin- 
| ily, approving of the course of the Administration 
iin regard to the United States Bank and the 
i removal of the deposites. He said that he had 
received the memorial since he came to the House 
this morning, and that it was stated in a letter 
from a highly respectable gentleman, which he 
received with the memorial, that all the signers are 
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inhabitants of the county of Providence, nearly 
all freeholders and voters; that they are the very 
backbone of the Democracy of the country; and, 
in point of intelligence and moral worth, would 
not suffer in comparison with the same number of 
signers of any memorial presented to Congress at 
the present session. Mr. P. said, since the me- 
morial was put into his hands, he had examined 
the list of signers, many of whom he knew, and 
fully believed that what was said of all of them was 
correct. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial, signed by a 
great number of the citizens of Bristol, Rhode 
Island, approving of the course of the Administra- | 
tion in the removal of the deposites, and adverse 
to the recharter of the Unitad States Bank. 

He took occasion to say, that he had now a me- 
morial in such a form as would be received by the 
House; that it was headed by a venerable gentle- | 
man, John D’Wolf, in every way as respectable 
as the Hon. James D’Wolf, his brother, whose | 
name was at the head of the memorial from the 
county of Bristol, presented by his colleague on | 
Monday last; that this memorial was also signed | 
by Jacob Babbitt and Parker Borden, men highly 
respectable, who are—as is John D’Wolf—pres- 
idents of banks in the State of Rhode Island. He 
moved that these memorials be read, laid upon the 
table, and-printed. 

The SPEAKER presented a memoria] from the 
town of Stratford, Connecticut, approving of the 
removal of the deposites, and protesting against 
the recharter of the bank. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the memo- 
rial was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. SLADE 
and EVERETT, of Vermont, WARD, DICK- 
SON, FULLER, and LAWRENCE. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY presented a memorial from 
the town of Pittsford, Monroe county, New York, | 
approving of the course of the Government in re- | 
gard to the United States Bank, protesting against | 
its recharter, and denying the existence of any pub- 
lic and general distress in that vicinity, or within 
their knowledge. Read, ordered to bé*printed, and | 

laid on the table. : 
> Mr. LANSING asked leave to present certain 
resolutions adopted by the inhabitants of the town 
of Coeymans, in the county of Albany, and State | 
of New York, in their annual town meeting assem- 
bled, against rechartering the Bank of the United 
States, and against the restoration of the public 
deposites to that bank. : 

Mr. L. said, before those proceedings are read, | 
I ask the indulgence of the House, while I submit 
a few remarks in reply to, and explanatory of, 
some observations made by my honorable col- 
league [Mr. SELDEN] from the city of New York, 
when, a few days since, he presented a memorial 
of a different character from a portion of the inhab- 
itants of the city of Albany. : 

The honorable member felt himself authorized 
to state upon that occasion, that the memorial he | 
then presented was signed by two thousand eight | 
hundred persons. Mr. Speaker, I have been per- | 
mitted to examine the original of that memorial 
upon the files of the Senate, and have myself 
counted the number of signatures found upon it. 
I now state to the House, from my own knowl- 
edge thus derived, that no more than thirteen hun- 
dred and sixteen names are signed to the paper, 
as it now appears in possession of the Secretary | 
of the Senate. Where my honorable colleague | 
gets the additional fourteen hundred and eighty- 
four names which ke purported to represent in the 
presentation of that memorial, he may, perhaps, | 
be able to inform the House. 

My honorable colleague (said Mr. L.) felt au- 
thorized further to state upon that occasion, that 
the memorial he then presented spoke the language 
and opinions of the people of the district from | 
which it came, in opposition to the opinions and 
action of their representative here, and was the 
language of the constituents opposed to the aot of 
their agent. I cannot believe, Mr. Speaker, (said 
Mr. L.,) that the respectable committee who bore | 
that memorial from Albany to this place, and who 
chose to make my honorable colleague their organ 
in its presentation to this House, authorized these | 


|| people of my district are opposed tothe course and 


representations as to the congressional district I 


have the honor to represent here; and I therefore 
consider the expressions wholly gratuitous, and 
as the opinions, or perhaps I might better say, the 
wishes, of the honorable member from whom the 

come. : y 

Simultaneously with the presentation by my 
honorable colleague of the memorial before spoken 
of, I had the honor to present to the House a 
counter memorial, signed by fourteen hundred of 
the Republicans of Albany, fully approving of 
the course of the Executive in the remeval of the 
deposites, and against the rechartering of the Bank 
of the United States. I am personally acquainted 
with many of the signers of both memorials, and 1 
recognise among the names upon each, individuals | 
as respectable, intelligent, and responsible, as any | 
of the citizens of that ancient city. I will not 
detain the House to go into minute particulars as 
to the individuals who have signed those memo- 
rials, but I will take the occasion to say that, with 
very few exceptions, the politics of the memo- 
rialists who sign both, are shown by the respective 
papers to benow what they were in 1832, the time 
of the last congressional election. 

The district from which I come, is composed of 
the city of Albany and of nine country towns. 
The aggregate population of the district at the last 
census was 53,560; of this number of souls, 24,238 
was the population of the city, and 29,322 the 
population of the towns. At the canvass in 1832, 
my opponent received a majority of about 100 of 
the votes of the city, and I obtained my election in | 
the district by a majority of 182. Such was the 
evidence of the feeling of the district at that period. 
Within a few weeks past town elections have been 
held in all the towns of the county composing my 
district, and those elections rather show an increase 
ofstrength on the part of the friends of the National 
and State Administrations, than any change un- 
favorable to them. These facts I have considered 
it a duty to myself and my district, to state ex- | 
plicitly ;and having done so, Í most cheerfully leave | 
to the judgment of the House to say what credit | 
is due to the declarations of my honorable col- 
league, that the language and opinions of the 


action of their representative in thisbody. To 
the jadgmentof that one of my colleagues | should 
be unwilling to submit the question, as he and 
myself might differ much more as to the obliga- 
tions of the representative to those who elected 
him, than it is likely I shall. differ with my most 
respected constituents, either as to what is my 
duty or their wishes. : 

Mr. LEE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Salem county, New Jersey, representing the dis- 
tress growing out of the removal of the deposites, 
and praying the recharter of the bank. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, presented the 
petition of Calvin Pollard, Lafevre and Gallier, 
Isaiah Rogers, and Seth Green, praying for com- 
pensation for the draft of plans for the new custom- 
house in New York. 

Mr. SCHENCK presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of large and respectable meetings, held 
in the counties of Somerset and Hunterdon, New 
Jersey, approbatory of the general policy pursued 

the Administration; also, praying that the || 
United States Bank be not rechartered, and that 
the public money be not restored to that institu- 
tion. Mr. S. said: , A 

Mr. Speaker, in presenting these testimonials 
of public opinion, I beg leave to state that, with 
many of the gentlemen who composed the conven- | 

tion of Somerset, and with some of those who 
| convened at the public meeting in Hunterdon, I 
have the pleasure of a personal acquaintance; and 
from what I know by reputation of others, I feel 
jastified in assuring the House, that for intelli- 
gence, integrity, and patriotic attachment to the | 
Constitution, and laws of their country, they will | 
suffer no disparagement by a comparison with an | 
equal number of their fellow-citizens in any part |; 
of the Union. . 

The independent electors who constituted the | 
meetings above referred to, are engaged in various || 
pursuits. Many of them are farmers, who, with || 
their own hands cultivate the soil of which they are | 
proptietors; and with manly independence enjoy, | 
as the reward of their industry, a comfortable |! 
competence. Enterprising mechanics haye also em-7! 


braced those occasions to declare their wishes and 
express their feelings upon this exciting topic- 


men, sir, whose hands are hard withusefullabor, : `: ` 


and whose hearts are warm with love of country, 
and who cheerfully earn their bread by the sweat 
of their brow, animated by the proud conscious- 
ness that they are American freemen. Profes- 
sional men also united in manifesting their anxiety 
for their country’s best interests. : They. know, 
from the history of former ages, that the inordinate 
desire of gain, and the accumulation of money: in 
the hands of a few, have proved the bane.of for- 
mer republics. Seeing the same dangers impend- 
ing over us, they ate solicitous to avert the evil 
from our yet happy land. Mingling ‘with the 
meeting, and excited with all the ardor of youthful 
aspirations for the welfare of their country, were 
to be seen the time-worn patriots and veterans of 
the Revolution, living witnesses of those deeply 
interesting scenes which transpired at that eventful 
period ‘* which tried men’s souls.” They remem- 
bered, with profound concern, the great price 
which had been paid for American liberty; and 
they firmly resolved that the inestimable blessings 
which had been gained by heroic valor, undaunt- 
ed courage, and unyielding perseverance, should 
not be sacrificed to sordid selfishness or pestiferous 
venality. : E 

But, sir, it is not deemed necessary to detail. the 
various interests represented at those assemblies of 
the people. It is enough to say, that men, highly 
reputable and personally interested in the various 
avocations which occupy the attention, and call 
into exercise the industry, of the community, 
participated in the patriotic deliberations of the 
respective conventions; men, sir, who are conver- 
sant with the occurrences of the day, and neces- 
sarily acquainted with the pecuniary condition of 
that part of the country in which they reside, so 
far as it can be ascertained by the usual intercourse 
between individuals, were convened upon those 
occasions. And, sir, they make no lamentation, 
nor do they utter a single expression indicative of 
a chilling panic or overwhelming peguniary em- 
barrassment in the resolutions which they design- 
ed to have presented for the consideration of the 
House. f A 

If, sir, the amount of money in. circulation be 
less than it was a few months ago, the people are 
apprized of the source of the evil, and will justl 
appreciate the motives of an institution which 
will thus unfeelingly exercise its power for the 
purpaseof inflicting distress upon the community, 
in the hope of extorting an assent to recharter a 
corporation which the people have already con- 
demned, and. which they have dëtermined shall 
not be tolerated. The decision expressed in the 
resolutions on the much-agitated subject of the 
United States Bank, I believe to be the deliberate 
and fixed opinion of a decided majority of the 
citizens of New Jersey. And, sir, I feel persuaded 
they will not be diverted from their purpose either 
by the fallacious promises of better times, if the 
deposites be restored, or the menaces of want and 
ruin if the bank be not rechartered. 

The issue of bank or no bank was fairly joined 
and distinctly understood by all the political par- 
ties of the country previous to the last presidential 
election. The reasons assigned by the President 
in his message returning the bill rechartering the 
United States Bank, was definitely submitted to 
the people. They canvassed with strict scrutiny 
that luminous document, andafter full deliberation, 
rendered their verdict at the polls. The fact is 
notorious, that those opposed to the reélection of 
the present Chief Magistrate reminded their fellow- 
citizens, in their speeches and through the press, 
that if the incumbent were sustained in the high 
office he then filled, the bank must go down. The 
intelligent freemen of this great Republic were, 
therefore, called upon by all parties to declare 
their wishes upon this subject, and they responded 
to the call by reélecting that distinguished individual 
by an overwhelming majority. The conclusion 
is therefore irresistible, that the people, in their 
election franchise, indicated unequivocally their 
opinions and their wishes with regard to this 
institution. . Pt seis 

I feel persuaded, sir, that a majority of. the citi- 
zens of New Jersey have unabated confidence in 
the integrity and ability of the Chief Magistrate. 
And while they contemplate, in the history, of hia 
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past administration, the soundness of his politi- 
cal principles, the wisdom which has directed i 
and the benefits which have resulted from his 
measures, they recognise in the course which he 
has pursued towards the United States Bank a 
patriotic solicitude to maintain the energy of the 
Constitution, preserve unimpaired the free institu- 
tions of our country, and avert those evils neces- 
aarily incident to large moneyed incorporations. 
Power is always more inimical to the freedom of | 
individuals and the political privileges of the com- 
munity when it is wielded by men either in their 
individual or corporate capacity when they are 
irresponsible to the people. Associations of indi- 
viduals favored with peculiar privileges never fail 
to enlarge the sphere of their action by every 
means within their reach. Hence it follows they 
are impatient of control and ambitious for power, | 
and when such influence is to be required by | 
money, the direct tendency is to debase the moral 
feeling, by creating and cherishing a spirit of cu- 
pidity incompatible with patriotic disinterested- 
ness, or the independence of freemen. 

The constitutional power of Congress to incor- 
porate a company of private individuals to make 
a monetary system to control the currency of the | 
country, and locate their offices at pleasurethrough- | 
out the States, without the concurrence of the | 
State Legislatures, has been justly doubted by 
our most enlightened statesmen and ablest ex- | 
pounders of the Constitution, at every period of 
our history. e, 

There cannot, I think, beany doubt entertained, 
at this time, that a large majority of the American 
people believe this potent corporation to be a dan- 

erous excrescence on the body-politic, originating 
in the idea of financial convenience, growing out 


of implication, and cherished by political expe- || 


diency, until it has acquired a magnitude which | 
threatens, by its contaminating influence, to cor- 
rupt public virtue, disturb social intercourse, per- | 
vert our political institutions, and paralyze the | 
action of the General Government. 

Sir, the facts which were developed by the com- 
mittee appointed by the House of Representatives 
in 1832, to investigate the affairs and inquire into 
the conduct of that institution, created a vehe- 
ment suspicion’? in the minds of the people, that the 
United States Bank did not confine its operations 
in the exercise of its corporate powers alone for 
the good of the community, by “inoffensive use- | 
Julness.”? And, sir, facts since disclosed have fixed | 
the conviction deep in the public mind, that this į 
institution, which was designed to be a fiscal agent | 


of Government, and a source of accommodation |! 
i Signatures on the proceedings and instructions, 


to the commercial and trading portions of our fel- 
low-citizens, has transcended its legitimate author- 
ity, and from being an agent, has employed its | 


Benjamin Phillips, on the subject cf Steam. 
Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, had (he said) read 


plication. 


nication to a select committee. Agreed to. 


and praying a speedy decision of the question; 
which was read, laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 

Also, the proceedings of a large meeting held in 


ordered to be printed. 
laboring under great embarrassment, and-praying 


and ordered to be printed. 


tion. 
citizens of the same county. Read, laid on the 
| table, and ordered to be printed. 


|j as also instructions to me, signed by 3,715 voters | 
of said district. As I admit the right of instruc- || for he had a duty to perform to his constituents, 
tion, by the majority, when that majority can be |i who had a right to insist that their petition should 
i| well ascertained, the only inquiry which I deemed 


it necessary to make when I received these in- 
structions was, whether they were sanctioned by 
the signatures of a majority of the legal and qual- 
ified voters of the district; and this could only be 


books. For that purpose I proceeded immediately 
to Baltimore, as I did not feel at liberty to vote on 
any question affecting the instructions while such 
documents as had been presented remained unin- 
vestigated by me. That investigation has been 
; made at my.instance, and, in part, under my par- 
f ticular inspection, The result is, that of the 3,715 
there are 1,802 of the names of the signers to the 
same which are not to be found on the poll-books 


influence and pecuniary means to control public 
sentiment, and acquire supremacy and sway. Such | 
a power, sir, is derogatory to our republican insti- | 
tutions, dangerous to our liberties, and will notbe | 
tolerated or sustained by an enlightened people, 
jealous of their high privileges, and tenacious of 
their independence. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. PARKER, 
POTTS, HIESTER, and BANKS. 


Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions from 
sundry inhabitants of Mifflin county, Pennsylva- 
nia, remonstrating-against the policy of the Ad- 
ministration in regard to the United States Bank, 
and praying the restoration of the deposites and 
the recharter of the bank. Read, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr, STEWART presented three memorials | 
from citizens of the county of Fayette, praying 
the restoration of the deposites. i 

Also, seven memorials, signed by 675 inhabit- į 
anta of the same county, approving of the removal | 
of the deposites, and deprecating a recharter of 
the Bank of the United States. 

Aiso, the proceedings of a meeting held in the 
same county, with resolutions appraving of the 
course of the Government in regard to the bank. ` 
All which were ordered to be printed, and Jaid on | 
the table. f 

The SPEAKER presented a letter from George | 
Wolf, Governor of Pennsylvania, transmitting j 
the resolutions of the Legislature of that State on i 
the subject of weights and measures, 


Read, laid | 
‘on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


a 


i The pa 
'| the table. 


i 


d 


|| at the election held in October last, at which elec- 


tion sheriffs were elected for all the counties in the 
State. 


consistent with what I believe to be the accuracy 
of the examination had in this affair, than that I 
am not instructed by a majority of the legal and 
qualified voters of the district, otherwise than by 


| that if I had not received the instructions prior to 
| the vote being taken on. the resolutions reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means respecting 
the Bank’of the United States and the deposites, 


| 
d hi 

| resolutions. I forbear all further remark, and ask 
i 

| 


pers were accordingly read, and laid on 


Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, presented some 


| memorials from his constituents in relation to the 


deposites, which were laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM rose to present a memorial, 
with resolutions, adopted at a meeting of the in- 
habitants of Burke county, North Carolina, held 
at Morgantown on the 27th of March last, which 
he then moved to have read, laid on the table, and 
printed. 

The resolutions were in approval of the conduct 
of Mr. Senator Mangum for his prompt and manly 
vindication of them as signers of a former petition 
for the restorstion of the deposites, &c., from 
offensive imputations which were cast on them by 


the memorial, and had persona! kmowledge of the : 
memorialist asa man of science, genius, and ap- | 
He moved the reference of the commu- | 


Mr. ANTHONY presented the memorial of || A 
324 citizens of Turbot township, Northumberland `‘ bate, can only be accounted for by supposing the 


county, Pennsylvania, against the restoration of || ‘honorable Senator was more than ordinarily 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States, | ‘exhilarated, but whether from the influence of 


Muncy, Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, ap- , 
proving of the course pursued by the National and |; i 
| State Administrations in relation to the Bank of i character that the papers ought not to be received. 


known by an accurate investigation of the poll- 


A difference of this remarkable character | 
li leaves me at liberty to make no other conclusion, | 


my election. I consider it my duty further to state, | 


I should have voted with the majority on all the | 


| 
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the United States, and deprecating the recharter |. j Ý 
of that institution, and the restoration of the de- |; the motion to lay on the table withdrawn by the 
posites; which were read, laid on the table, and |: member from North Carolina. 
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The SPEAKER presented a memorial from li a Senator from Georgia; and they condemned the 


conduct of Mr. Senator Brown, for representing 


< that these former proceedings came before Con- 


gress ‘fin a questionable shape,” &&. They re- 
solved, ‘‘ that the opprobrious epithets cast upon 
‘t the proceedings of the meeting in January last, 
‘by the Honorable John Forsyth, a Senator from 
‘Georgia, a gentleman of known courtesy in de- 


tta pot-house,’ or a palace, this meeting deem 
‘immaterial, and they approve of the bill for 
extending the charter of the Bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. McKINLEY remarked that some of the 
matter contained in the resolutions was of such a 


Mr. WAYNE suggested the propriety of having 


Mr. GRAHAM withdrew his motion, for the 


Mr. BINNEY presented a memorial from 487 | purpose of giving members an opportunity to de- 
inhabitants of Unien county, stating that they are ; bate the subject. 


The SPEAKER said the House were to deter- 


iy 
|i Congress to adopt measures for the restoration of |: mine, as the proceedings had been read, what dis- 
| their former prosperity. Read, laid on the table, |; position should be given to the papers. 


Mr. WAYNE suid it was the wish of many 


Mr. MILLIGAN presented the memorial of |; members that they should be again read; and he 
736 citizens and legal voters of Kent county, Del- | concurred with them in this desire, as it was his 
aware, representing the unhappy influence which || intention to move afterwards that the paper should 
the removal of the deposites has had upon their :, not bereceived by the House. 
business and pursuits, and praying their restora- | 


The memorial and resolutions were read a second 


Also, resolutions to the same effect from |: time. 


Mr. WAYNE expressed his desire that the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina would withdraw the 


Mr. McKiM rose and said: I have been re-i papers, or postpone any action upon them, as any 
quested to present the proceedings of a meeting || debate which must arise would interfere with the 
held in the 5th congressional district of Maryland, | preséntation of other petitions. 


Mr. GRAHAM said he could not accede to this, 


be presented by him: and taking the usual course, 
thatit should be laid on the table. The only words, 


| as it appeared to him, at which o®ense could be 


taken, wasghe word “ pot-house.” This was a 
word the petitioners had .understood was used by 
the honorable Senator from Georgia, in his place . 


; in the Senate, when he stated there that petitions 


were got up in such places. The petitioners, in 
using it, therefore, only throw the word back to 
the place from whenceit came. It was nota word 
of their coinage—— À 

The SPEAKER interposed. It was notin order 
to refer to the language used in the Senate. 

Mr. GRAHAM renewed his motion to have the 


| memorial laid on the table, &c. 


A desultory conversation, as to the disposition 
to be made of the papers, then arose, in which Mr. 


| WILLIAMS, Mr. MERCER, Mr. WAYNE, 


and Mr. McKINLEY participated. 

Mr. WAYNE finally moved that the papers 
should not be received. 

Mr. McKINLEY moved to lay this motion on 
the table; which motion was agreed to. 

So the question of the reception of the papers 
stands over for further debate. 

Mr. GAMBLE rose to presenta memorial from 
merchantsin Savannah, against the removal of the 
deposites; and was proceeding to state at large the 
objects and contents of the memorial, when 

The SPEAKER reminded him of the necessity 


` of conforming to the rules of the House, which 


restricted members to a brief statement of their 
contents, 

Mr. GAMBLE moved-a suspension of this rule. 

The Hlouse refused—ayes 56, noes 49. (Ne 
quorum.) 

A motion to adjourn was negatived—ayes 48 
noes 71. (No quorum.) 

Mr. PLUMMER moved a call of the House. 
Rejected. 

Mr. WAYNE then renewed the motion to ad- 


|, Journ; which having prevailed, (the memorial 
|, Stands over until the next petition day,) 


The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, April 15, 1834. 
After the Journal had been read,a message was 


‘received from the House of Representatives, by 
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Mr. Franxum, their Clerk, giving information of 
the death of LITTLETON PURNELL DENNIS, à mem- 
ber of the House from the State of Maryland; 
. when 
Mr. KENT rose and said: The message which 


has been just read, announces to you and to the 


Senate the death of the late Mr. Drnyts, one of | 
of Maryland, | 


the Representatives from the State 
in the other branch of Congress. Already, Mr 
President, our feelings have been repeatedly ago 


nized.by the sudden death of several of our asso- | 


ciates in the legislative labors of the session, and 
the one that has just been made known to us is 
little less sudden than those that have preceded 
it. 

But a few days since, and the deceased was 


busily engaged in the attentive discharge of the | 
duties of his station, and he is now numbered | 


with the dead! He is gone to “that bourn 
from whence no traveller returns.”? Truly has it 
been said that “in the midst of life we are in 
death!” 

The deceased was a native of Somerset county, 
Maryland; a prominent member of a highly re- 


spectable family, in the fiftieth year of his age, and, | 
although of a delicate constitution, was justifiable ' 
in looking forward yet to many years of usefulness i 
He was a member of the bar, : 


and bappiness. 
jastly esteemed in his profession, and always in 
possession of the confidence of his countrymen. 


Tis modest, unassuming, and retiring habits could | 
not conceal from them his good sense and high } 


attainments; and early in life he was returned a 


Delegate to the General Assembly of Maryland, . 
and has been continued in the discharge of his | 


legislative labors, with but little interruption, to 
the period of his decease. 


Mr. K. concluded by moving the adoption of į 


the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend the funeral 
of the late Lirrraton P. Dennis from the Hall 
of the House of Representatives to-morrow at 12 
o’clock. 

Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the 


memory of the deceased, the members of the Sen- | 
ate will wear crape on their left arm for thirty | 


days. 

‘The resolutions were adopted; when, on motion 
of Mr. KENT, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, April 15, 1834.) 
After the Journal was read, Mr. STODDERT, 


of Maryland, rose and announced the decease of ; 


his colleague, the Hon. Lirrieton P, Dennis, in 
the following terms: 


Mr. Speaxer: In announcing the death of Lir- | 
riunron PurxeLL Dennis, a Representative on this , 
floor from the State of Maryland, I discharge a sad || 
and solemn duty. Nota week has elapsed since |! 


he mingled in the deliberations, and codperated in 


the active duties of this House; he now sleeps the | 


sleep of death. What an impressive illustration 


of the instability of human life—* of what shad- | 


ows we are,and whatshadows we pursue.” The 


deceased stood to me, sir, in the double relation of 
colleague and friend. 1 knew him long and well. 
He was a useful, benevolent, and estimable man, 
and has finished his coursé in honor. Hewas no 
tame and ordinary character; and*although his 
modesty may have delayed the development of his 
faculties for public service during his brief con- 
nexion with this House, his State is not left with- 
ont proofs of his legislative prudence and skill. 
He served her in both branches of her Legislature 
for many years, with honor and ebility. He was 
well gifted by nature, welleducated, and well prin- 
cipled. Elis native sagacity, sound jadgment and 
decision, and purity of purpose, made him what 
he was, a capable and honest public agent. The 
brave, generous, open, and manly qualities of his 
nature, secured him the confidence and affection of 
the people among whom helived, and made it their 
delight to honor him. 
He is gone hence, sir, but his memory will sur- 
vive, embalmed in the kindly regards of those who 
knew and appreciated his noble and manly quali- 
ties, and unembittered and untarnished by a single 
act of meanness, injustice, and oppression. Ele 
died,as he hed lived, deserving and possessing the 


i 


warm-hearted esteem of many, the ill-will of none. 


As the last act of respeetfulduty which it remains 
for friendship to perform, I move you, sir, the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
attend the funeral of the late Lirrteron P. Den- 
nis, at twelve o’clock, m., to-morrow. 


i 


H 


from the State of Maryland. 
Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify their respect for the memory of LITTLETON 
| P. Dennis, by wearing crape on the left arm for 
Í thirty days. 
| On motion of Mr. STODDERT, the usual noti- 
fication was ordered to be sent to the Senate. 


On metion of Mr. STODDERT, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, April 16, 1834. 


tion of Mr. KENT, adjourned. 


The Senate then, preceded by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, aad headed by the Vice President, moved 
‘! in procession to the Hali of Representatives to 
‘attend the funeral obsequies of the honorable Lir- 
£LETON PurxeLL Dennis, late a Representative in 
Congress from the State of Maryland. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, April 16, 1834. l 


‘the Hon. Lirrieron PurxeLL Dennis, late a 


il Maryland. 


llall of the House, the usual services were per 
formed. Sue 
At twelve o’clock, meridian, the funeral proces 


sentatives to the place of interment, in the follow- 
ing order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians and Clergymen who attended the 
deceased. 

Committee of Arrangements: 

Mr. Stoddert, Mr. Johnson of Maryland, Mr. 


Mr. Fillmore. 


Pall Bearers. 
Mr. Huntington, 
Mr. Briggs, 

Mr. Evans. 


Pall Bearers. 
Mr. Hubbard, 
Mr. Allen, of Vay 
Mr. Ashley, 


THE HEARSE, 


The family and friends of the deceased. 


Senators from Maryland, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
atives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
, Speaker and Clerk 
i The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by th 
Vice President and their Secretary. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, Apri! 17, 1834. 


Several messages were received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by Mr. DoxeLson, his 
Private Secretary, among them the following 


PROTEST. 


After the Journal was read, the Senate, on mo- 


i Representative in Congress from the State of | S ot | 
ii oath or affirmation in the following words: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take i 
order for superintending the funeral of LITTLETON |! 
P. Dennis, deceased, late a member of this House, | 


The remains having been brought, under the H 
charge of the Committee of Arrangements, to the | 


sion moved from the Hallof the House of Repre- |: 


McKennan,Mr.Coffee, Mr. Baylies, Mr. Wise, |: 


i; the oath I have taken, by the strongest obligations - 


The members of the House of Representatives and | 


|! people, that t 


To the Senate of the United States: 
It appears by the published Journal of the Sen- 

il ate that on the 26th of Decem 

|| was offered by a member of 

"| after protracted debate, was, on the 28th day of | 

ij March last, modified by the mover, and passed by | 


3 it = j 
ber last, a resolution į; Grundy, Hendricks, Hilt, 
the Senate, which, | bama, King of Georgia, L 


| 


the votes of twenty-six Senators out of forty-six,” 
who were present and voted, in the following: | 
words, viz: ee 


“ Resolved, That the President, in the late Ex- 
ecutive proceedings in relation to the public rev- 
enue, has assumed upon himself authority and 
power not conferred by the Constitution. and 
laws, but in derogation of both.” fae 


Having had the honor, through the voluntary. 
suffrages of the American people, to fill the office 
of President of the United States during the period 
which may be presumed to have been referred. to 
in this resolution, it is sufficiently evident that the 
censure it inflicts was intended for myself. With- 
out notice, unheard and untried, I thus find myself 
charged on the records of the Senate, and in a form 
hitherto unknown in our history, with the high 
crime of violating the laws and Constitution of my 
country. 

It can seldom be necessary for any department 
of the Government, when assailed in conversation 
or debate, or by the strictures of the press or of 
| popular assemblies, to step out of its ordinary. path 

for the purpose of vindicating its conduct, of of 
; pointing out anyirregularity or injustice in the man- 
ner of the attack. But when the chief Executive 
Mavistrateis by one of the most important branches 
: of the Government, in its official capacity, in a pub- 
lic manner, and by its recorded sentence, but with» 
out precedent, competent authority, or just cause,” 
, declared guilty of a breach of the laws and Consti- 
tution, it is due to his station, to public opinion, ` 
and to a proper self-respect, that the officer thus © 
denounced should promptly expose the wrong 


< 
£ 
7 € 
€ 


| 
| 
| 


li which has been done. 


In the present case, moreover, there is even a 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment, for li stronger necessity for such a vindication. By an 


the purpose of attending the funeral obsequies of | 


express provision of the Constitution, before the 
: President of the United States can enter on the 
: execution of his office, he is required to take an 


«I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
: faithfully execute the office of President of the 
‘ United States, and will, to the best of my ability, 
‘ preserve, protect, and defend, the Constitution of 
‘the United States.” 7 a 

The duty of defending, so far as in him lies, the 
i integrity of tife Constitution, would indeed have 
resulted from the very nature of his office; but by 
thus expressing it in the official oath or affirma- 
tion, which, in this respect, differs from that. of 
every other functionary, the founders of our, Re~: 
public have attested their sense of its importance, 
and have given to it. a peculiar solemnity and 
force. Bound to the performance of this duty by 


| of gratitude to the American people, and: by the 
ties which unite my -every earthly interest with 
the welfare and glory of my country, and perfectly 
convinced that the discussion and passage of the 
abovementioned resolution were not only unau- 
thorized by the Constitution, but in many respects 
repugnant to its provisions, and subversive of the 
rights secured by it to other codrdinate depart- 
: ments, I deem itan imperative duty to maintain 
| the supremacy of that sacred instrument, and the 
immunities of the department -intrusted to. my 
care, by all means consistent with my own lawful 


| powers, with the rights of others, and with the 
| genius of our civilinstitutions. To this end, I have 
caused this, my solemn protest against the aforesaid 


| proceedings, to be placed on the files of the ex- 
i ecutive department, and to be transmitted to the 
: Senate. : 
| It is alike due to the subject, the Senate, and the 
he views which I have taken of the 
| proceedings referred to, and which compel.me to 
‘regard them in the light that has been mentioned, 
‘should be exhibited at length, and with the fres- 


| 
i po 
| 


* Yeas—Mesars. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, 
| Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
; Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
‘ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Wagga- 
i man, and Webster—26. i 

Nays—Messrs. Benton, 


: Clayton, Ewing, 


Brown,’ “Forsyth, 
Kane, King of Ala- 
inn, McKean, Moore, 
: Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
| White, Wilkins, and Wright—20. : 


a 


Apri 


powers and functions of the various departments 
of the Federal Government, and their responsi- 
bilities for violation or neglect of duty, are clearly 
defined, or result by necessary inference. The | 
legislative power, subject to the qualified negative 
of the President, is vested in the Congress of the | 
United States, composed of the Senate and House 
of. Representatives. The executive power is 
vested exclusively in the President, except that, 
in‘ the conclusion of treaties, and in certain ap- 
pointments to office, he is to act with the advice | 
and consent of the Senate. The judicial power | 
is vested exclusively in the Supreme and other 


|! 
n 


courts of the United States, except in cases of |li 


impeachment, for which purpose the accusatory | 
power is vested in the House of Representatives, | 
and that of hearing and determining in the Senate, 
But although, forthe special purposes which have 
been mentioned, there is an occasional intermix- 
ture of the powers of the different departments, | 
yet, with these exceptions, each of the three great | 
departments is independent of the others in its | 
sphere of action; and when it deviates from that | 
sphere, is not responsible to the others, farther | 
than it is expressly made so in the Constitution. 
In every other respect, each of them is the coequal 
of the other two, and all are the servants of the! 
American people, without power or right to con- į 
trol or censure each other in the service of their 
common superior, save only in the manner and to | 

the degree which that superior has prescribed. 
The responsibilities of the President are nu- 
merous and weighty. He is liable to impeach- | 
ment for high crimes and misdemeanors, and, on | 
due conviction, to removal from office, and per- | 
petual disqualification; and notwithstanding such | 
conviction, he may also be indicted and punished : 
according to law. He is also liable to the private | 
action of any party who may have been injured by | 
‘his illegal mandates or instructions, in the same | 
manner and to the same extent as the humblest | 
functionary. In addition to the responsibilities | 
| 


which may thus be enforced by impeachment, | 
criminal prosecution, or suit at law, he is also 
accountable, at the bar of public opjnion, for every | 
act of his Administration, Subject only to the ! 
restraints of truth and justice, the free people of | 
the United States have the undoubted right, as | 
individuals or collectively, orally or in writing, at 

such times and in such language and form as they | 
may think proper, to discuss his official conduct, ! 
and t^ express and promulgate their opinions con- | 
cerning it. Indirectly, also, his conduct may 
come under review in either branch of the Legis- 
lature, or in the Senate when acting in its execu- 
tive capacity; and so far as the executive or legis- 
lative proceedings of these bodies may require it, 
it may be examined by them. ‘These are believed | 
to be the proper and only modes in wnich the ; 
President of the United States is to be held ac- 
countable for his official conduct. i 

Tested by these principles, the resolution of the | 
Senate is wholly unauthorized by the Constitu- 
tion, and in derogation of its entire spirit. It 
assumes that a single branch of the legislative 
department may, for the purposes of a public cen- 
sure, and without any view to legislation or im- 
peachment, take up, consider, and decide upon, 
the official acts of the Executive. But inno part 
of the Constitution is the President subjected to | 
any such responsibility; and in no part of that | 
instrument is any such p 
branch of the Legislature. 

The justice of these conclusions will be illustra- 
ted and confirmed by a brief analysis of the pow- 
ers of the Senate, and a comparison of their recent 
proceedings with those powers. 

The high functions assigned by the Constitution | 
to the Senate are, in their nature, either legislative, 
executive, or judicial. tis only in the exercise of | 
its judicial powers, when sitting as a court for the | 
trial of inpeachments, that the Senate is expressly 
authorized and necessarily required to consider and | 
decide upon the conduct of the President, or any | 
other public officer. Indirectly, however, as has | 
already been suggested, it may frequently be called | 
on to perform that office. Cases may occur in the i 
course of its legislative or 
in which it may be indisp 


| in its legislative or executive capacity, the inquiry | 


i; Senate in its legislative capacity, is, in its office, 


i § Vice President, and ail civil officers of the United : 


f 
i 
' 

At 
| 
| 


i © States.” 


ower conferred on either ;! 


executive-proceedings, | made p 
ensable to the proper |i rated in the history of the age. The punishment 


exercise of its powers, that it should inquire into, | 
and decide upon, the conduct of the President, or | 
other public officers; and in every such case, its : 
constitutional right to do so is cheerfully conceded. | 
But to authorize the Senate to enter on such a task, 


must actually grow out of, and tend to, some legis- | 
lative or executive action; and the decision, when | 
expressed, must take the form of some appropriate | 
legislative or executive act. . 
The resolution in question-was introduced, dis- 
cussed, and passed, not as a joint, but as a sepa- | 
rate resolution. It asserts no legislative power; | 
proposes no legislative action; and neither posses- | 
ses the form nor any of the attributes ofa legisla- | 
tive measure. It does not appear to have been 
entertained or passed with any view or expectation 
of its issuing ina law or joint resolution, or in the 
| repeal of any Jaw or joint resolution, or in any 
| other legislative action. j 
Whilst wanting both the form and substance of ; 
a legislative measure, it is equally manifest that į; 
t 
| executive powers conferred on the Senate. These | 
| powers relate exclusively to the consideration of | 
treaties and nominations to office; and they are | 
exercised in secret session, and with closed doors, | 
This resolution does not apply to any treaty or : 
nomination, and was passed in a public session. | 
Nor does this proceeding in any way belong to , 
| that class of incidental resdlutions which relate to | 
the officers of the Senate, to their Chamber, and | 
í other appurtenances, or to subpects of order, and 
other matters of the like nature, in all which either 
| House may lawfully proceed, without any codper- 
| ation with the other, or with the President. 


On the contrary, the whole phraseolog 


y and 
| essence, true character, and only practical effect, : 
j are to-be found in the conduct which it charges 
| upon the President, and in the judgment which it | 
pronounces on that conduct. The resolution, 
| therefore, though discussed and adopted by the | 


and in all its characteristics, essentially judicial. 
That the Senate possesses ahigh judicial power, 
and that instances may occur in which the Presi- | 
dent of the United States will be amenable to it, | 
is undeniable. But under the provisions of the | 
Constitution, it would seem to be equally plain ; 
that neither the President nor any other officer can ; 
be rightfully subjected to the operation of the judi- | 
cial power of the Senate, except in the cases and | 
under the forms prescribed by the Constitution. 
The Constitution declares that ‘* the President, 


| ‘States, shali be removed from office on impeach- : 
‘ment for, and conviction of treason, bribery, or 
‘ other high crimes and misdemeanors”’—that the | 
Touse of Representatives ‘shall have the sole i 
power of impeachment’’—that the Senate “shall | 


; ; office, | 
‘and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office 
‘of honor, trust, or profit, under the United 


i 
f 
i 


The resclution above quoted charges in sub- 
| Stance that in certain proceedings relating to the 
, public revenue, the President has usurped author- 
, ity and power not conferred upon him by the Con- 
| stitution and laws, and that in doing so he violated | 
i both. Any such act constitutes a high crime—one | 
j of the highest, indeed, which the President can 
| commit—a crime which justly exposes him toim- 
: peachment by the House of Representatives, and | 


|! upon dueconviction, to removal from office, and to | 


| the complete and immutable disfranchisemen 
| scribed by the Constitution. 

The resolution, then, was in substance an im- | 
| peachment of the President; 
; amounts.to a declaration by a 
| ate, that he is guilty of an i 
As such, it iss 
ate—pub 


tpre- | 


and in its passage, | 
majority of the Sen- | 
mpeachable offence. | 
it is spread upon the journals of the Sen- ` 
lished to the nation and to the world— 


è g | 
art of our enduring archives—and incorpo- 
i 


he resolution was not justified by any of the || 


of removal from office and future disqualification, 
does not, it is true, follow this decision; nor would 
it have followed the like decision, if the regular 
forms of proceeding had been pursued, because 


H 


i! the requisite number did not concur in the result. ` 


But the moral influence of a solemn declaration, 
by a majority of the Senate, that the accused is 
guilty of the offence charged upon him, has been 
as effectually secured, as if the like declaration 


ii had been made upon an impeachment expressed 
‘|in the same terms. 


Indeed, a greater practical 
effect has been gained, because the votes given for 
the resolution, though. not sufficient to authorize 
a judgment of guilty on an impeachment, were 
numerous enough to carry that resolution. 

That the resolation does not expressly allege 
that the assumption of power and authority, which 
it condems, was intentional and corrupt, is no 
answer to the preceding view of its character and 
effect. The act thus condemned, necessarily im- 
plies volition and design in the individual to whom 
! it is imputed, and being unlawful in its character, 
the legal conclusion is, that it was prompted by 
improper motives, and committed with an unlaw- 
ful intent. The charge is not of a mistake in the 
| exercise of supposed powers; but of the assump- 
tion of powers not conferred by the Constitution 
and Jaws, but in derogation of both, and nothing 
is suggested to excuse or palliate the turpitude of 
the act. In the absence of any such excuse, or 
palliation, there is only room for one inference: 
and that is, that the intent was unlawful and cor- 
rupt. Besides, the resolution not only contains 
no mitigating suggestion, but, on the contrary, it 
holds up the act complained of, as justly obnox- 
ious to censure and reprobation; and thus as dis- 


H 


i! tinctly stamps it with impurity of motive, as if the 
sense of the resolution seem to be judicial. Its `; 


strongest epithets had been used. 

The President of the United States, therefore, 
has been, by a majority of his constitutional triers, 
accused and found guilty of an impeachable offense; 
| but in no part of this proceeding have the direc- 
tions of the Constitution been observed. 

The impeachment, instead of being preferred 
and prosecuted by the House of Representatives, 
originated in the Senate, and was prosecuted with- 
out the aid or concurrence of the other House. 
The oath or affirmation prescribed by the Consti- 
tution, was not taken by the Senators; the Chief 
Justice did not preside; no notice of the charge 
was. given to the accused; and no opportunity 
afforded him to respond to the accusation, to meet 
his accusers face to face, to cross-examine the wit- 
nesses, to procure counteracting testimony, or to 
be heard in his defence. The safeguards and for- 
malities which the Constitution has connected with 
the power of impeachment, were doubtless sup- 
posed by the framers of that instrument to be 
essential to the protection of the public servant, tø 
the attainment of justice, and to the order, impar- 
uality, and dignity of the procedure. These safe- 


| guards and formalities were not only practically 
‘| disregarded, in the commencement and conduct 
i| of these proceedings, but in their result, I find 

myself convicted, by less than two-thirds of the 


members present, of an impeachable offence. 
In vain may it be alleged in defence of this pro- 


| ceeding, that the form of the resolution is not that 


of an impeachment, or of a judgment thereupon; 
that the punishment prescribed in the Constitution 
does norfollow its adoption, er that in this case no 
impeachmentis to be expecte 1 from the House of 
Representatives. It is because it did not assume 
j the form of an impeachment, that it is the more 
palpably repugnant to the Co: stitution; for it is 
through that form only that the President is judi- 
| cially responsible to the Senate; and though neither 
removal from office nor future disqualification 
ensues, yet it is not to be presumed that the 


‘| framers of the Constitution considered either or 


both of those results, as constituting the whole of 
the punishment they prescribed. The judgment 
of guilty by the highest tribunal in the Union; the 
stigma it would inflict on the offender, his family, 


|| and fame; and the perpetual record on the journal, 


handing down to future generations the story of 
his disgrace, were doubtless regarded by them as 
the bitterest portions, if not the very essence of 
that punishment. So far, therefore, as some of its 
most material parts are concerned, the passage, 
recording, and promulgation of the resolution, are 
an attempt to bring them on the President, ina 


manner unauthorized by the Constitution. To 
shield him and other officers who are liable to im- 
peachment, from consequences so momentous, 
except when really merited by official delinquen- 


cies, the Constitution has most carefully guarded | 


the whole process of impeachment. 


officer guilty before he can be charged. Two 
thirds of the Senate must pronounce him guilty, 
or he is deemed to be innocent, Forty-six Sena- 
tors appear by the Journal to have been present 
when the vote on the resolution was taken. If, 
after all the solemnities of an impeachment, thirty 
of those Senators had voted that the President was 
guilty, yet would he have been acquitted; but by 
the mode of proceeding adopted in the present 
case, a lasting record of conviction has been. en- 
tered up by the votes of twenty-six Senators, with- 
out an impeachment or trial; whilst the Constitu- 
tion expressly declares that to the entry of sucha 
judgment, an accusation by the Elouse of Repre 
sentatives, a trial by the Senate, and a concurrence 
of two thirds in the vote of guilty, shall be indis- 
pensable prerequisites. 

Whether or not an impeachment was to be ex- 
pected from the House of Representatives, was & 
point on which the Senate had no constitutional 
right to speculate, and in respect to which, even 
bad it possessed the spirit of prophecy, its antici- 
pations would have furnished no just grounds for 
this procedure. Admitting that there was reason 
to believe that a’viclation of the Constitution and 
laws had been actually committed by the Presi- 
dent, stillit was the duty of the Senate, as his 
sole constitutional judges, to wait for an impeach- 
ment until the other House should think proper to 
prefer it. “Fhe members of the Senate could have 
no right to infer that no impeachment was intend- 
ed. On the contrary, every legal and rational 
presumption on their part ought to have been, that, 
if there was good reason to believe him guilty of 
an impeacbable offence, the Flouse of Representa- 
tives would perform its constitutional duty, by 
arraigning the offender before the justice of his 


country. The contrary presumption would in- |; 


volve an implication derogatory to the integrity 
and honor of the representatives of the people. 
But suppose the suspicion thus implied were 
actuaily entertained, and for good cause, how can 
it justify the assumption by the Senate of powers 
not conferred by the Constitution? 

It is only necessary to look at the condition in 
which the Senate and the President have been 
placed by this proceeding, to perceive its utter in- 
compatibility with the provisions and the spirit of 
the Constitution, and with the plainest dictates of 
humanity and justice. 

If the House of Representatives shall be of 
opinion that there is just ground for the censure 
pronounced upon the Pr 
solemn duty of that House to prefer the proper 
accusation, and to cause him to be brought to trial 
by the constitutional tribunal. But in what con- 
dition would he find that tribunal? A majority 
of its members have already considered the case, 


and have not only formed, but expressed, a delib- | 


erate judgment upon its merits. It is the policy 


of our benign system of jurisprudence to secure, | 


in ail criminal proceedings, and even in the most 
trivial litigations, a fair, unprejudiced, and impar- 
tial trial. And surely it cannot be less important 


that such a trial should be secured to the highest 


officer of the Government. 
The Constitution makes the House of Repre- 
sentatives the exclusive judges, in the first instance, 
of the question whether the President has commit- 
ted an impeachable offence. _A majority of the 
Senate, whose interference with this preliminary 
question has, for the best of all reasons, been 
studiously excluded, anticipate the action of the 
House of Representatives, assume not only the 
function which belongs exclusively to that body, 
but convert themselves into accusers, witnesses, 
counsel, and judges, and prejudge the whole case 
—thus presenting the appalling spectacle, ina free 

_ State, of judges going through a.labored prepara- 
tion for an impartial hearing and decision, by a 
previous ex parleinvestigation and sentence against 
the supposed offender. 
There is no more set 
ment whence we derived th 


our Constitution. than, tha 


e model of this part of 
t “the Lords cannot 


} A majority | 
of the House of Representatives must think the | 


esident, then will it be the | 


tled axiom in that Govern- i 
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impeach any to themselves, nor join in the accu- į 

| 

i 

i 

| 


sation, because they are judges.” Independently of 
the general reasons on which this rule is founded, 
its propriety and importance are greatly increased | 
| by the nature of the impeaching power. The power 
| of arraigning the high officers of Government, be- 
| fore a tribunal whose sentence may expel them 
|i from their seats, and brand them as infamous, is | 
|| eminently a popular remedy—-a remedy designed 
tf to be employed for the protection of private right 
‘and public liberty, against the abuses of injustice 
‘land the encroachments of arbitrary power. But 
| the framers of the Constitution were also undoubt- 
edly aware, that this formidable instrument had 
|: been, and might be abused; and that from its very 
i! nature, an impeachment for high crimes and mis- 
i: demeanors, whatever might be its result, would in 
i| most cases be accompanied. by so much of dishonor 
‘and reproach, solicitude and suffering, as to make 
the power of preferring it one of the highest so- 
| lemnity and importance. It was due to both these 
i: considerations, that the impeaching power should 
|i be lodged in the hands of those who, from the 
|; mode of their election and the tenure of their offices, 
| would most accurately express the popular will, 
|; and at the same time be most directly and speedily 
;, amenable to the people. The theory of these wise’ 
ji and benignant intentions is, in the present case, 
i| effectually defeated by the proceedings of the Sen- 
| ate. The members of that body represent, not the 


i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
f 
| 


i doubtedly responsible to the States, yet, from their 
i| extended term of service, the effect of that respon- 
|| sibility during the whole period of that term must 
i| very much depend upon their own impressions of 

i its obligatory force. When a body thus consti- | 
' tated, expresses, beforehand, its opinion in a par- 

‘| ticular case, and thus indirectly invites a prosecu- 

|; tion, it not only assumes a power intended for wise | 
i| reasons to be confined to others, but it shields the 

i| latter from that exclusive and personal responsibil- 

|i ity under which it was intended to be exercised, 

i; and reverses the whole scheme of this part of the 

‘| Constitution. 

Such would be some of the objections to this 

even if it were admitted that there 


|, procedure, 
|i is just ground for imputing to the President the 
|] offences charged in the resolution. But if, on the 
|i other hand, the House of Representatives shall be 
| of opinion that there is no reason for charging 
them upon him, and shall, therefore, deem it im- 
proper to prefer an impeachment, then will the 
violation of privilege as it respects that Fouse, of 
| justice as it regards the Presi ent, and of the Con- 
stitution, as it relates to both, be only the more 
|| conspicuous and impressive. 

The constitutional mode of procedure on an im- 
peachment has not only been wholly disregarded, 
but some of the first principles of natural right and 
enlightened jurisprudence have been violated in the 
very form of the resolution. It carefully abstains 


| «relation to the public revenue, the President has 

‘assumed upon himself authority and power not | 
‘conferred by the Constitution and laws.’’ It care- 
fully abstains from specifying what laws or what 
paris of the Constitution have been violated. Why 
1 wasnotthecertainty of the offence—‘‘thenatureand 
cause of the accusation ’’—set out in the manner re- 
quired in the Constitution, before even the humblest | 
individual, for the smallest crime, can be exposed 

to condemnation? Such a specification was due to 

the accused, that he mig ; 
real points of attack—to the people, that they might 
|| clearly understand in what particulars thelr insti- 
l| tutions bad been violated; and to the truth and 
|| certainty of our public annals. As the record now 
| stands, whilst the resolution plainly charges upon . 
the President at least one act of usurpation in “the | 
| late executive proceedings in relation to the public 
revenue,” and is so framed that those Senators who 
$believed that one such act,and only one, had been 
| committed, could assent to it; its language 18 yet 
| broad enough to include several such acts; and so 
| it may have been regarded by some of those who | 
But though the accusation 18 thus | 
comprehensive in the censures it implies, there is 

no such certainty of time, place, or circumstance, | 
|| as to exhibit the particular conclusion of fact or 
law which induced any one Senator to vole for it. 


j 
i 
i 
{ 


i 


|| voted for it. 


|, people, but the States; and though they are un- 


from averring in which of “the late proceedings in | 


|, to the public revenue, 


ht direct his defence to the || 


I 
H 
il vested in a Presi 


in the resolution, was anarbitrary and unconstitu- 
tional assumption of power, others ofthe majority 
; may have deemed that very act both constitutional 
and expedient; or if not expedient, yet still within 
the pale of theConstitution. And thusa majority 
of the Senators may have been enabled to: concur, 
| in a vague and undefined accusation, that the Prese 
ident, in the course of ** the late executive proceed- 
ings in relation to the public revenue,’ had violated 
the Constitution and laws; whilst, if.a separate 
vote had been taken in respect to.each particular 
act, included within the general terms, the accusers 
| of the President might, on any such vote, have 
been found in the minority. 

Still further to exemplify this feature of the pro+ 
ceeding, it is important to be remarked, that the 
resolution as originally offered to the Senate, spe- 
cified, with adequate precision, certain acts of the 
President which it denounced as a violation of the 
Constitution and laws; and that it was not until 
| the very close of the debate%and when, perhaps, it 
| was apprehended that a majority might not sustain 
| the specific accusation contained in it, that the res- 
| olution was so modified as to assume its present 
‘form. A. more striking illustration of the sound- 
i ness and necessity of the rules which forbid vague 
and indefinite generalities, and require a reasonable 
certainty in all judicial allegations, and a more: 
glaring instance of the violation of those rules, has 
| seldom been exhibited. 

In this view of the resolution it must certainly 
be regarded, notas a vindication of any particular 
provision of the law or the Constitution, but sim- 
ply as an official rebuke or condemnatory sentence, 
too general and indefinite to be easily repelled, but 
yet sufficiently precise to bring into discredit the 
conduct and motives of the Executive. But what- 
| ever it may have been intended to accomplish, it is 
| obvious that the vague, general, and abstract form 
| of the resolution, is in perfect keeping with those 
| other departures from first principles and settled 
| improvements in jurisprudence, eo properly the 
| boast of free countries in modern times. And itis 
not too much to say, of the whole of these proceed- 
ings, that if they shall be approved and sustained 
by an intelligent people, then will that great con- 
| test with arbitrary power, which had established 


|! in statutes, in bills of rights, in sacred charters, 


| and in constitutions of Government, the right of 
every citizen, to a notice before trial, to a hearing 
before conviction, and to an impartial tribunal 
for deciding on the charge, have been waged in 
vain. : : : ; ; 

If the resolution had been leftin its originalform : 
it ig not to be presumed that it could ever have re». 
ceived the assent of a majority of the Senate, for 
the acts therein specified as violations of the Con- 
stitution and laws were clearly within the limits of 

| the Executive authority. They are the ‘‘ dismis- 
“ging the late Secretary of the Treasury, because 
‘he would not, ‘contrary to his sense of his:own 

‘ duty, remove the money of the United States in 

| * deposite with the Bank of the United States and 
‘ its branches, in conformity with the President’s 
‘ opinion; and appointing his successor to effect. 
‘ such removal, which has been done.” But as no 
other specification has been substituted, and as 
these were the “ Executive proceedings in relation 
»? principally referred to-in 
the course of the discussion, they will doubtless 
| be generally regarded as the acts intended to be 
denounced as “an assumption of authority and 
« power not conferred by the Constitution or laws, 
|< but in derogation of both.’ It is therefore due 
| to the occasion that a condensed summary of the 
i views of the Executive in respect to them, should 
| be here exhibited. 

By the Constitu: 


tion, “the executive power is’ 
dent of the. United States.” 
Among the duties imposed upon him, and which 

he is sworn to perform, is that of “ taking care 
| that the laws be faithfully executed.” Being thus 
| made responsible for the entire action of the Exec- 
utive Department, it was but reasonable that the 
i power of appointing, overseeing, and controlling 
those who execute the laws—a power In its nature 
executive—should remain in his hands. It is, 
therefore, not only his right, but the Constitution 
| makes it his duty, to ‘* nominate, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate appoint,” all 


‘And it may well have happened, that whilst one 
Senator believed that some particular act embraced i 


i 


ct officers of the United States whose appointments 
| are not in the Constitution otherwise provided for, 
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with a proviso that the appointment of inferior offi- 
cers may be vested in the President alone, in the 
Courts of Justice, or in the heads of departments. 

Thre executive power vested in the Senate, is 
neither that of “ nominating” nor ‘‘ appointing.”’ 
It is merely a check upon the executive power of 
appointment. If individuals are proposed for 
appointment by the’ President, by them deemed 
incompetent or unworthy, they may withhold their 
consent, and the appointment cannot be made. 
They check the action of the Executive, but can- 
not, in relation to those very subjects, act them- 
selves, nor direct him. Selections are still made 
by the President, and the negative given to the 
Senate, without diminishing his responsibility, 
furnishes an additional guarantee to the country 
that the subordinate executive, as well as the 
judicial offices, shall be filled. with worthy and 
competent men. l 

The whole executive power being vested in the 
President, who is responsible for its exercise, it is 
a necessary consequence that he should have a 
right to employ agents of his own choice to aid 
him in the performance of his duties, and to 
discharge them when he isno longer willing to be 
responsible for their acts. In strict accordance 
with this principle, the power of removal, which, 
like that of appointment, is an original executive 
power, is left unchecked by the Constitution in 
relation to all executive officers, for whose con- 
duct the President is responsible, while it is taken 
from him in relation to judicial officers, for whose 
acts he is not responsible. In the Government 
from which many of the fundamental principles of 
our system are derived, the head of the executive 
department originally had power to appoint and 
remove at will all officers, executive and judicial. 
It was to take the judges out of this general power 
of removal, and thus make them independent of 
the Executive, that the tenure of their offices was 
changed to good behavior. Nor is it conceivable 
why they are placed, in our Constitution, upon 
a tenure different from that of all other officers 
appointed by the Executive, unless it be for the 
game purpose. ; 

But if there were any just ground for doubt on 
the face of the Constitution, whether all executive 
officers are removable at the will of the President, 
itis obviated by the cotemporaneous construction 
of the instrument and the uniform practice under 
It. 

The power of removal was a topic of solemn | 
debate in the Congress of 1789, while organizing 
the administrative departments of the Government, 


and it was finally decided that the President de- i| 
rived from the Constitution the power of removal, || 


so far as it regards that department for whose acts 
he is responsible. Although the debate covered 
the whole ground, embracing the Treasury as well 
as all the other executive departments, it arose on 


a motion to strike out of the bill to establish a li 


Department of Foreign Affairs, since called the į 


Department of State, a clause declaring the Secre- |; 
| Government too much influence and power in Con- 
| gress. ‘The motion was not opposed on the ground 


tary “to be removable from office by the Presi- 
dent of the United States.” After that motion had 
been decided in the negative, it was perceived that 
these words did not convey the sense of the House 
of Representatives in relation to the true source of 
the power of removal. With the avowed object 
of preventing any future inference that this power 
was exercised by the President in virtue of agrant 
from Congress, when in fact that body considered 
it as derived from the Constitution, the words | 
which had-been the subject of debate were struck 
out, and in lieu thereof a clause was inserted in a ; 
provision concerning the chief clerk of the depart- 
ment, which declared that ‘* whenever the said 
‘principal officer shall be removed from office by 
‘ the President of the United States, or in any other 
t case of vacancy,” the chief clerk should, during 
such vacancy, have charge of the papers of the 
office. This change having been made for the | 
express purpose of declaring thesense of Congress | 
that the President derived the power of removal | 
from the Constitution, the act, as it passed, has | 
always been considered as a full expression of the 
sense of the Legislature on this important part of | 
the American Constitution. i 
Here, then, we have the concurrent authority of į 
President Washington, of the Senate, and the 
House of Representatives, numbers of whom had | 


i 


| 


; ment, as coming within the appointing power of 


i 


takenanactive partin the convention which framed 


the Constitution, and in the State conventions 
which adopted it, that the President derived an un- 
qualified power of removal from that instrument 
itself, which is ‘*beyond the reach of legislative 
authority.” Upon this principle the Government 
has now been steadily administered for about for- 
ty-five years, during which there have been nu- 
merous removals made by the President or by his 
direction, embracing every grade of executive offi- 
cers, from the heads of departments to the messen- 
gers of bureaus. 

The Treasury Department, in the discussions of 
1789, was considered on the same footing as the 
other executive departments, and in the act estab- 
lishing it, the precise words were incorporated in- 
dicative of the sense of Congress, that the Presi- 
dent derives his power to remove the Secretary 
from the Constitution, which appears in the act 
establishing the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
An assistant Secretary of the Treasury was cre- 
ated, and it was provided that he should take charge 
of the books and papers of the department, ‘‘when- 
ever the Secretary shall be removed from office by 
the President of the United States.” The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury being appointed by the Presi- 
dent, and being considered as constitutionally re- 
movable by him, it appears never to have occurred 
to any one in tae Congress of 1789, or since, until 
very recently, that he was other than an executive 
officer, the mere instrument of the Chief Magis- 
trate in the execution of the laws, subject, like all 
other heads of departments, to his supervision and 
control. No such idea as an officer of the Con- 
gress can be found in the Constitution, or appears 
to have suggested itself to those who organized the 
Government. There are officers of each House, 
the appointment of which is authorized by the Con- 
stitution, but all officers referred to in that instru- 


the President, whether established thereby, or cre- 
ated by law, are ‘‘ officers of the United States.” 
No joint power of appointment is given to thetwo 
Houses of Congress, nor is there any accountabil- 
ity to them as one body; but as soonas any office 
is created by law, of whatever name or character, 
the appointment of the person or persons to fill it, 
devolves by the Constitution upon the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, unless 
it be an inferior office, and the appointment be 
vested by the law itself ‘*in the President alone, 
in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart- 
ments.” i 
But at thetime of the organization of the Treas- 


ury Department, an incident occurred which dis- || 


tinctly evinces the unanimous concurrence of the | 
first Congress in the principle that the Treasury 
Department is wholly executive in its character 
and responsibilities. A motion was made to strike 
out the provision of the bill making it the duty of 
the Secretary ‘‘ to digest and report plans for the | 
improvement and management of the revenue, and 
for the support of public credit,” on the ground 
that it would give the executive department of the 


that the Secretary was the officer of Congress and 
responsible to that body, which would have been 
conclusive, ifadmitted, but on other grounds which 
conceded his executive character throughout. The 


whole discussion evinces a unanimous concurrence || 


in the principle, that the Secretary of the Treasu- 


ry is wholly an executive officer, and the struggle || 


of the minority was to restrict his power as such. 


of the Treasury, the Treasurer, Register, Comp- 
trollers, Auditors, and Clerks, who fill the offices | 


of that department, have, in the practice of the |! 


Government, been considered and treated as on 
the same footing with corresponding grades of 
officers in all the other executive departments. 
The custody of the public property, under such | 
regulations as may be prescribed by legislative 
authority, has always been considered an appro- ! 
priate function of the executive department in this | 
and all other Governments. In accordance with | 
this principle, every species of property belonging | 
to the United States, (excepting that which is in | 
the use of the several coérdinate departments of the | 
Government, as means to aid them in performing | 
their appropriate functions,) is in charge of offi- 
cers appointed by the President, whether it be 


ee ers 


lands, or buildings, or merchandise, or provisions, 


or clothing, or arms and munitions of war. The 
superintendents and keepers of the whole are ap- 


| pointed by the President, responsible to him, and 


removable at his will. 

Public money is but a species of public prop- 
erty. It cannot be raised by taxation or customs, 
nor brought into the Treasury in any other way, 
except by law; but whenever or howsoever ob- 
tained, its custody always has been, and always 
must be, unless the Constitution be changed, in- 
trusted to the executive department. No officer 
can be created by Congress for the purpose of 
taking charge of it, whose appointment would not, 
by the Constitution, at once devolve on the Presi- 
dent, and who would not be responsible to him 
for the faithful performance of his duties. The 
legislative power may undoubtedly bind him and 
the President by any laws they may think proper 
to enact; they may prescribe in what place par- 
ticular portions of the public money shall be kept, 


| and for what reason it shall be removed, as they 


may direct that supplies for the army or navy shall 
be kept in particular stores; and it will be the duty 
of the President to see that the law is faithfully 
executed—yet will the custody remain in the ex- 
ecutive department ofthe Government. Werethe 
Congress to assume, with or without a legislative 
act, the power of appointing officers independently 
of the President, to take thecharge and custody of 
the public property contained in the military and 
naval arsenals, magazines, and storehouses, it is 
believed that such an act would be regarded by all 
as a palpable usurpation of executive power, sub- 
versive of the form, as well as the fundamental 
principles of our Government. But where is the 
difference in principle, whether the publie prop- 
erty be in the form of arms, munition#of war, and 
supplies, or in gold and silver, or bank notes? 
None can be perceived—none is believed to exist. 
Congress cannot, therefore, take out of the hands 
of the executive department, the custody of the 
public property or money without an assumption 


| of executive power, and a subversion of the first 
principles of the Constitution. 


The Congress of the United States have never 
passed an act imperatively directing that the pub- 
lic moneys shall be kept inany particular place or 
places. From the origin of the Government to 
the year 1816 the statute-book was wholly silent 
on the subject. in 1789 a Treasurer was created, 
subordinate to the Secretary of the Treasury, and ` 
through him to the President. He was required 
to give bond, safely to keep, and faithfully to dis- 
burse the public moneys, without any direction as 
to the manner for places in which they should be 
kept. By reference to the practice of the Govern- 
ment, itis found that from its first organization 
the Secretary of the Treasury, acting under the 
supervision of the President, designated the places 
in which the public moneys should be kept, and 
specially directed all transfersfrom place to place. 
This practice was continued, with the silent acqui- 
escence of Congress, from 1789 down to 1816; 
and although many banks were selected and dis- 
charged, and although a portion of the moneys 
were first placed in the State banks, and then in 
the former Bank of the United States, and upon 
the dissolution of that were again transferred to the 
State banks, no legislation was thought necessary 
by Congress, and all the operations were originated 
and perfected by executive authority. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, responsible to the Presi- 


r i dent, and with his approbation, made contracts 
From that time down to the present, the Secretary | 


and arrangements in relation to the whole subject- 


| matter, which was thus entirely committed to the 


direction of the President, under his responsibili- 
ties to the American people, and to those who 
were authorized to impeach and punish him for 
any breach of this important trust. < 

The act of 1816, establishing the Bank of the 
United States, directed the deposites of public 
money to be made in that bank and its branches, in 
places in which the said bank and branches thereof 
may be established, ‘‘ unless the Secretary of the 
Treasury should otherwise order and direct,” in 
which event he was required to give his reasons to 
Congress. This was but acontinuation of his pre- 
existing powers as the head of an executive de- 


| partment, to direct where the deposites should be 


made, with the superadded obligation of giving his 
reasons to Congress for making them elsewhere 
than in the Bank of the United States and its 


« 


Jaws, with such restrictions 


-815 


obligaiion to 
executed.” On the contrary, it increased his re- 
sponsibilities, by adding another to the long listo 
laws which it was his duty to carry into ¢ffect. 

jt would be an extraordinary result if, because 
the person charged by law with a public duty is 
one of the Secretaries, it were less the duty of the 
President to see that law faithfully executed than 
other Jaws enjoining duties upon subordinate offi- 
cers or private citizens, If there be any differ 
ence, it would seem that the obligation is stronger 
in relation to the former, because the neglect is in 
his presence, and the remedy at hard. 


itcannot be doubted that it was the legal duty |; 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to order and... 


direct the deposites of the public money to be made 


elsewhere than in the Bank of the United States, | 


whether sufficient reasons existed fur making the 


to act, he would neglect or refuse to execute the 
law. What would then be the sworn duty of the 
President? Could he say that the Constitution 
did not bind him to see the law faithfully executed, 
because it was one of his Secretaries, and not him 
self, upon whom the service wasspecially imposed 
Might he not be asked whether there was any 


such limitation to his obligations prescribed in the |; 


Constitution? Whether he is not equally bound 
to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, 
whether they impose duties on the highest officer 
of State, or the 


cers, from the highest to the lowest 
perform the services, required of thera by law, 
that the people of the United States have made 


him their Chief Magistrate, and the Constitution |) 


has clothed him with the entire executive power 


of this Government? The principles implied in | 
these questions appear too plain to need elucida- | 


tion. 
‘But here, also, we have a cotemporaneous con 
struction of the act, which shows that it was uot 


ury, 
control, 


that the Secretary of 
to the President, and ob- 


into effect in obedience to ; i 
show that transfers of the public deposites from 


the branches of the Bank of the United S'ates to |; 


State banks, at Chillicothe, Cincinnati and Louis- 


ville, in 1819, were made with the approbation of | 
his authority. They show, |; 
that upon all important questions appertaining to .: 
his department, whether they related to the public | 


the President, and by 


deposites or other matters, it was the constant 


practice of the Secretary of the Treasury to ob- || 
val and sanction of the | 
President. These acts, and the principles on which |} 
they were founded, were known to all the depart- || 


tain for bis acts the ap 


ments of the Government, to Congress, and the 


coun'ry; and, until very recently, appear never | 


to have been called in question. 

Thus was itsetiled by the Constitution, thelaws, 
and the whole practice of the Government, that 
the entire executive power 
dent of the United States; that as incident to that 
power, the right of appointing and removing those 
officers who are to aid him in the execution of the 
only as the Constitu- 
tion prescribes, is vested in the President; thatthe 
Secretary of the Treasury 18 one of those officers; 
that the custed y of the public property and money 


is an executive function, which, in relation to the | 
money, has always been exercised through the | 


Secretary of the Treasury and his subordinates; 


that in the performance of these duties, he is sub- : 


ject to the supervision and control of the President, 
and in all important measures having relation to 
them, consults the Chief Magistrate, and obtains 


It is not to be considered that this pro- 


lowest subordinate in any of the: 
departments? Might he not be told, that it was | 
for the sole purpose of causing all executive cfi- | 
, faithfuily to | 


is vested in the Presi- | 


z: 


| tary—did not release the former from bis obliga- j| 
tion to see the law faithfully executed, nor the 
latter from the Presidcnt’s supervision and con- 
trol; that afterwards, and before, the Secretary 
did in fact consult, and obtain the sancticn of, the 
President, to transfers end removals of the publi ` 
deposites; and that all departments of the Govern- 
ment,and the nation itself, approved or acquiesced | 
in these acts and principles, as in strict conformity 
with our Constitution and laws. 

_ During the last year, the approaching termina- 
tion, according to the provisions of its charter, 


i 
i 
$: 
i 
j 


_ of the Bank of the United States, made it expe- 
| dient, and its exposed abuses and corruptions, 
rade it, in my opinion, the duty cf the Secretary 
j: of the Treasury to piace the montys of the United 
| States in other depositories. 
i 


‘| were the abuses and corruptions of the bank, so 
l: evident its fixed purpose to persevere in them, 


|| and so palpable its design, by it» monty and power, |) 
|; to control the Government and change its char- |} 
| ! 
1 

| 


i acter, that | deemed it the imperative duty of the 
i executive authority, by the exertion of every 
power confided to it by the Constitution and laws, 
o check its career, and lessen its ability to do 


sing the head of one of the departments. Atthe 
: time the removal was made, other causes sufficient 
| to justify it existed; but if they Fad not, the Sec- 
retary would have been dismissed for this cause 
only. 

Flis place I supplied by one whose opinions 
were well known to me, and whose frank expres- 
sien of them, in another situation, and whose 
"generous sacrifices of interest and feeling, when 
unexpectedly called to the station he now occupies, 
| ought forever to have shielded his motives from 
suspicicn, and bis character from reproach, In 
| accordance with the opinions long before expresced 
‘by him, he proceeded, with my sanction, to make 
arrangements for depositing the moneys of the 
: United States in other safe institutions. 
| The resolution of the Senate, as originally 
framed, and as passed, if it refers to these acts, 
| presupposes a right in that body to interfere with 
| this exercise of executive power. If the principle 
| beonce admitted, it is not difficult to perceive where 
| it may end. If, by a mere denunciation like tbis 
I resolution, the President shculd ever be induced 
|| te act, ina matter of official duty, contrary to the 
f! honest convictions of his own mind, in compliance 
| 
| 
| 


| with the wishes of the Senate, the constitutional 
independence of the executive department would 
| be as effectually destroyed, and its power as effec- 
|; tuaily transferred to the Senate, as if that end had 
been accomplished by an amendment of the Con- 
stitution. But if the Senate have a right to inter- 
' fere with the executive powers, they have also the 
right to make that interference effective; and if the 
assertion of the power implied in the resolution be 
| silently acquiesced in, we may reasonably appre- || 
‘pend that it will be followed, at some fature day, || 
by an attempt at actual enforcement. The Senate 
may refuse, except on the condition that he will 
surrender his opinions to theirs and obey their 
will, to’perform their own constitutional functions; ! 
| to pass the necessary laws; to sanction appropria- 1) 
| tions proposed by the House of Representatives; |; 
and to confirm proper nominations made by the |) 
President. It has already been maintained (and |) 
it is not conceivable that the resolution of the |! 
Senate can be based on any other principle) that 
Secretary of the Treasury is the officer of Con- 
gress, and independent of the President; that the |i 
President has no right to control him, and conse- 
quently none to remove him. With the same pro- 
priety,and on similar grounds, may the Secretary 
of State, the Secretaries of War and the Navy, | 
and the Postmaster General, each in succession, |: 
be declared independent of the President, the sub- || 
ordinates of Congress, and removable only with | 
the concurrence of the Senate. Followed to its į 
consequences, this principle will be found effect- i| 
| ually to destroy one codrdinate department of the | 
[i Government, to concentrate in the hands of the || 
ii Senate the whole executive powcr, and to leave! 


I The Secretary did || 
i| not concur in that opinion, and declined giving || 
i! the necessary order,and direction. So glaring |; 
change. li, in such a case, he negiected or refused : 


mischief, even in the painful alternative of dismis- || 


i 


| 


| but my duty, to refer. 
| of the Senate, that among the twenty-six Senators 


the Presidentas powerless ashe would be ugeless—- 

the shadow öf authority, after the substance had 

departed. : ae 
"The time and the occasion which have ‘called: . 


: forth the resolution of the Senate seem to impose 
|, upon me an additional obligation not to pass it 


over insilence. Nearly forty-five years had the 
President exercised, without a question as te his, 
rightful Suthority, those powers, for the recent 
assumption of which he is now denounced. The 
vicissiudes of peace and war had attended our 
Government, violent parties, watchful to. take 
advantage of any seeming usurpation on the part 
of the Executive, had distracted our counsels; fre- 


th : | quent removals, or forced resignations in ever 
and the solemn decision of the American people, ji r y 


sense tantamount to removals, had been made of 
the Secretary and other officers of the Treasury; 
and yet in no one instance is it known that any 
map, whether patriot or partisan, had raised his 
voice against itas a violation of the Constitution. 
The expediency and justice of such changes, in 
reference to public efficers of all grades, have fre- 
quently been the topic of discussion; but the 
constitutional right of the President to appoint, 
control, and remove the head of the Treasury, as 
well as of all other departments, seems to have 
been universally conceded. And what is the. 
occasion upon which other principles have been 

first officially asserted? The Bank of the Unitid 
States—a great moneyed monopoly—had attempt- 
cd to obtain a renewal of its charter, by controlling 
the elections of the people and the action of the 
Government. The use of its corporate funds and 
power in that attempt was fully disclosed; and it 
was made known to the President that the corpo- 


| ration was putting in train the same course of 


measures, with the view of making another vigor» 
ous effort, through an interference in the elections 
of the people, to control public opinion and force 
the Government to yield to its demands. This, 


| with its corruption of the press, its violation of its 


charter, its exclusion of the Government directors 
from its proceedings, its neglect of duty, and ar- 
rogant pretensions, made it, in the opinion of the 
President, incompatible with the public interest 
and the safety of our institutions, that it should 
Jonger be employed as the fiscal agent of the Treas- 
ury. A Seerctery of the Treasury, appointed 
in the recess of the Senate, who had not been con- ; 
firmed by that body, and whom the President — 
might or might not, at his pleasure, nominate to | 
them, refused to do what his superior in the ež- 
ecutive department considered the most imperative 
of his duties, and became, in fact, however inno- 
cent his motives, the protector of the bank. And: 
on this occasion it is discovered, for the first time, 
that those who framed the Constitution misunder- 
stood it; that the first Congress and all its success- 
ors have been undera delusion; thatthe practice of 
near forty-five years is but acontinued usurpation; - 
that the Secretary of the Treasury js not responsi- 
ble to the President; and that to remove him is a 


| violation of the Constitution and laws, for which 


the President deserves to stand forever dishonored 


| on the Journals of the Senate. 


There are also some other circumstances con- 
nected with the discussion and passage of the tes- 
olution, to which | feel it to be, not only my right, 
It appears, by the Journal 


who voted for the resolution on its final passage, 
and who had supported it in debate, in its original ` 
form, were one of the Senators from the State of 


| Maine, the two Senators from New Jersey, and 


one of the Senators from Ohio. It also appears 


| by the same Journal, and by the files of the Sen- 


ate, that the Legislatures of these States had sever- 
ally expressed their opinions in respect to the 
executive proceedings drawn in question before 
the Senate. 

The two branches of the Legislature of the State 


| of Maine, on the 25'h of January, 1834, passed 
| a preamble and series of resolutions in the follow- 


ing words: $ 
<< Whereas, at an early period after the election 
‘ of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency, in accord- 


| «ance with the sentiments which he had uniformly 


t expressed, the attention of Congréss was called 
tto the constintionality and expediency of the 
‘renewal of the charter of the Unired States Bank: 
‘And whereas, the bank has transcended its chàr- 
‘tered limits in the management of its business 
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‘and by bringing insolvency and distress upon the 
‘commercial community: And whereas the pub- 
‘lic security from such an institution consists less 
‘in its present pecuniary capacity to discharge its 
‘liabilities than in the fidelity with which the trusts 
‘reposed in it have been executed: And whereas 
‘ the abuse and misapplication of the powers con- 
“ferred have destroyed the confidence of the pub- 
‘lic in the officers of the bank, and demonstrated 


‘that such powers endanger the stability of repub- | 


‘licean institutions: Therefore, 

‘ Resolved, That in the removal of the public 
* deposites from the Bank of the United States, as 
‘ well.as in the manner of their removal, we recog- 
tnise in the Administration an adherence to cor- 
‘ stitutional rights, and the performance of a public 
“duty. 

es Resolved, That this Legislature entertain the 
“same opinion as heretofore expressed by pre- 
‘ceding Legislatures of this State, that the Bank 
tof the United States ought not to.be rechar- 
‘tered. 

© Resolved, That the Senators of this State in 

` é the Congtess of the United States be instructed, 
‘and the Representatives be requested, to oppose 
‘the restoration of the deposites and the renewal 
‘of the charter of the United States Bank.” 

On the 11th of January, 1834, the Houseof As- 
sembly and Council, composing the Legislature of 
the State of New Jersey, passed a preamble and 
a series of resolutions in the following words: 

‘© Whereas the present crisisin our public affairs 
“calls for a decided expression of the voice of the 
* people of this State: And whereas we consider it 
‘the undoubted right of the Legislatures of the 
‘several States to instruct those who represent 
t their interests in the councils of the nation, in all 
€ matters which intimately concern the public weal, 
‘and may affect. the happiness or well-being of the 
t people: Therefore, 

“i. Be it resolved bythe Council and General As- 
§ sembly of this State, ‘That while we acknowledge 
‘ with feelings of devout gratitude our obligations 
t tothe great Ruler of nations for his mercies to us, 
tas à people, that we have been preserved alike 
t from foreign war, from the evils of internal com- 
‘motions, and the machinations of designing and 
‘ambitious men, who would prostrate the fair 
‘fabric of our Union, that we ought, nevertheless, 
‘to humble ourselves in His presence, and implore 
t His aid for the perpetuation of our republican 
t institutions, and for a continuance of that unex- 
Sampled prosperity which our country has hitherto 
t enjoyed. K 

2. Resolved, That we have undiminished con- 
‘ fidence in the integrity and firraness of the vener- 
‘able patriot who now holds the distinguished post 


‘of Chief Magistrate of this nation, and whose | 


‘purity of purpose and elevated motives have so 
‘often received the unqualified approbation of a 
‘large majority of his fellow-citizens. 

“3. Resolved, That we view with agitation and 
‘alarm the existence of a great moneyed incor- 
‘ poration, which threatens to embarrass the oper- 
‘ations of the Government, and, by means of its 
t unbounded influence upon the currency of the 
‘country, to scatter distress and ruin throughout 
‘the community; and that we therefore solemnly 
“believe the present Bank of the United States 
‘ought not to be rechartered. 

“4A. Resolved, That our Senators in Congress 
t be instructed, and our members of the House of 


‘ Representatives be requested, to sustain, by their į 
‘votes and influence, the course adopted by the. 


‘Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Taney, in rela- 


‘tion to the Bank of the United States and the | 


‘deposites of the Government moneys, believing, 
t as we do, the course of the ‘Secretary to have been 
‘constitutional, and that the public good required 
‘its adoption. 

«5, Resolved, That the Governor be requested 
t to forward a copy of the above resolutions to each 
‘of our Senators and Representatives from this 
t State in the Congress of the United States.” 

On the 21st day of February last, the Legisla- 
ture of the same State reiterated the opinions and 
instructions before given, by joint resolutions, in 
the following words: 


i the State of New Jersey, That they do adhere to 


‘the resolutions passed by them on the llth day 
‘of January last, relative to the President of the 
© United States, the Bank of the United States, and 
‘the course of Mr. Taney in removing the Gov- 
t ernment deposites. 
** Resolved, That the Legislature of New Jersey 
“have not seen any reason to depart from such 
| ‘ resolutions since the passage thereof; and it is 
t their wish that they should receive from our Sen- 
‘ators and Representatives of this State in the 
t Congress of the United States, that attention and 
t obedience which are due to the opinion of a sov- 
| ‘ereign State, openly expressed in its legislative 
‘capacity.”? 

On the 2d of January, 1834, the Senate and 
House of Representatives composing the Legisla- 
ture of Ohio, passed a preamble and resolutions in 
the following words: 

‘s Whereas there is reason to believe that the 
‘Bank of the United States will attempt to obtain 
‘a renewal of its charter at the present session of 
‘Congress: And whereas it fs abundantly evident 
‘that said bank has exercised powers derogatory 
‘to the spirit of our free institutions, and danger- 
tous to the liberties of these United States: And’ 
‘ whereas there is just reason to doubt the consti- 
‘tutional power of Congress to grant acts of in- 
‘corporation for banking purposes out of the Dis- 
‘trict of Columbia: Atid whereas we believe the 
‘proper disposal of the public lands to be -of the 
: t utmost importance to the people of these United 
!¢ States, and that honor and good faith require 
| ‘their equitable distribution: Therefore— 

6 Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of 
€ Ohio, That we consider the removal of the public 
‘deposites from the Bank of the United States as 
| “required by the best interests of our country, and 
! ‘that a proper sense of public duty imperiously 
| demanded that that institution should beno longer 
| ‘used as a depository of the public funds. 

“ Resolved, also, That we view, with decided 
‘disapprobation, the renewed attempts in Con- 
| gress to secure the passage of the bill providing 
‘for the disposal of the public domain upon the 
‘principles proposed by Mr. Clay, inasmuch as 
‘we believe that such a law would be unequal in 
tits operations, and unjust in its results. 

“* Resolved, also, That we heartily approve of 
‘the principles set forth in the late veto message 
‘upon that subject; and, 

t Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be 
‘instructed, and our Representatives requested, to 
| fuse their influence to prevent the rechartering of 
‘the Bank of the United States; to sustain the 
‘Administration in its removal of the public de- 
| ‘posites; and to oppose the passage of a land biil 
‘containing the principles adopted in the act upon 
| ‘that subject, passed at the last session of Con- 
i gress, 

t‘ Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
| ‘transmit copies of the foregoing preamble and 
| ‘resolutions to each of our Senators and Repre- 
‘sentatives. 

| tis thus seen that four Senators have declared, 
by their votes, that the President, in the late ex- 
| ecutive proceedings in relation to the revenue had 
| been guilty of the impeachable offence of ‘‘assum- 
| Sing upon himself authority and power not con- 
| ‘ferred by the Constitution and laws, but in dero- 
| ‘gation of both,” whilst the Legislatures of their 


* 


very proceedings as consistent with the Consti- 
tution and demanded by the public good. If these 
four votes had been given in accordance with the 
sentiments of the Legislature, as above express- 
ed, there would have been but twenty-two votes 
out of forty-six for censuring the President, and 
the unprecedented record of his conviction could 
not have been placed upon the Journals of the 
; Senate. —~ 

_ in thus referring to the resolutions and instruc- 
tions of the State Legislatures, I disclaim and re- 
pudiate all authority or design to interfere with the 
responsibility due from members of the Senate to 
their own consciences, their constituents, and their 
country. The facts now stated belong to the his- 


| tory of these proceedings, and are important tothe 


i just development of the principles and interests 


| Involved in them, as well as to the proper vindica- 
i tion of the executive department; and with that 


respective States had deliberately approved those į 


view, and that view only, are they here made the 
topic of remark. Í 

The dangerous tendency of the doctrine which 

| denies to the President the power of supervising, 
| directing, and removing the Secretary of the 
i Treasury, in like manner with the other executive 
i officers, would soon be manifest in practice, were 
| the doctrine to be established. The President is 
| the direct representative of the American people, 
but the Secretaries are not. If the Secretary of 
the Treasury be independent of the President in 
the execution of the laws, then. is there no direct 
responsibility to the people in that important 
branch of this Government, to which is committed 
: the care of the national finances. And itis in the 
power of the Bank of the United States, or any 
other corporation, body of men, or individuals, 1f 
! a Secretary shall be found to accord with them ia 
i opinion, or can be induced in practice to promote 
| their views, to control, through him, the wbole ac- 
; tion of the Government, (so far as it is exercised 
by his department,) in defiance of the Chief Ma- 
i gistrate elected by the people, and responsible to 
| them. 
'| But the evil tendency of the particular doctrine 
adverted to, though sufficiently serious, would be 
as nothing.in comparison with the pernicious con- 
sequences which would inevitably flow from the 
approbation and allowance by the people, and the 
practice by the Senate, of the unconstitutional 
power of arraigning and censuring the official con- 
duct of the Executive in the manner recently pur- 
sued. Such proceedings are eminently calculated 
i to unsettle the foundations of the Government, to 
| disturb the harmonious action of its different de- 
! partments, and to break down ‘the checks and 
‘balances by which the wisdom of its framers 
| sought to ensure its stability and usefulness. 

The honest differences of opinion which occa- 
sionally exist between the Senate and the Presi- 
i dent, in regard to matters in which both are 
obliged to participate, are sufficiently embarrass- 
ing. But if the course recently adopted by the 
Senate shall hereafter be frequently pursued, it is 
not only obvious that the harmony of the relations 
between the President and the Senate will be 
| destroyed, but that other and graver effects will 
(ultimately ensue. If the censures of the Senate 
be submitted to by the President, the confidence of 
the people in his ability and virtue, and the char- 
j acter and usefulness of his Administration will 
| Soon be at an end, and the real power of the Gov- 
| ernment will fall into the hands of a body, hold- 
| ing their offices for long terms, not elected by the 
| people, and not to them directly responsible. 1f, 
| on the other hand, the illegal censures of the Sen- 
|| ate should be resisted by the President, collisions 
i: and angry controversies might ensue, discreditable 
; in their progress, and in the end compelling the 
| people to adopt the conclusion, either that their 
| Chief Magistrate was unworthy of their respect, 
or that the Senate was chargeable with calumny 
and injustice. Either of these results would 
impair public confidence in the perfection of the 
system, and lead to serious alterations of its frame- 
work, or to the practical abandonment of some of 
its provisions. 

The influence of such proceedings on the other 
departments of the Government, and more espe- 
cially on the States, could not fail to be extensively 
pernicious. When the ffidges in the last resort of 
official misconduct themselves overleap the bounds 
of their authority, as prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion, what general disregard of its provisions might 
not their example be expected to produce? And 
| who does not perceive that such contempt of the 
| Federal Constitution, by one of itsmost important 
|, departments, would hold out the strongest tempta- 
i: tion to resistance on the part of the State sovers 
eignties, whenever they shall suppose their just 
| rights to have been invaded? Thus all the inde- 

pendent departments of the Government, and the 
| States which compose our confederated Union, in- 
| stead of attending to their appropriate duties, and 
leaving those who may offend to be reclaimed or 
| punished in the manner pointed out in the Consti- 
| tution, would fail to mutual crimination and re- 
crimination, and give to the people confusion and 
anarchy, instead of order and law; unti! at length 
some form of aristocratic power would be estab- 
| lished on the ruins of the Constitution, or the 
| States be broken into separate communities, 


1 
i 


| 
i 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Far be it from me to charge, or to insinuate, 
that the present Senate of the United States intend, 
in the most distant way, to encourage such a re- 
sult. It is not of their motives or designs, but only | 
of the tendency of their acts, that it is my duty to 
speak. Itis, if possible, to make Senators them- 
selves sensible of the danger which lurks under 
the precedent set in their resolution; and at any 
rate to perform my duty as the responsible head 
of one of the coequal departments of the Govern- 
ment, that I have been compelled to point out the 
consequences to which the discussion and passage 
of the resolution may lead, if the tendency of the | 
measure be not checked in its inception. 

It is due to the high trust with which I have | 
been charged; to those who may be called to suc- | 


whose constitutional prerogative has been unlaw- | 
fully assumed; to the people and to the States; | 
and to the Constitution they have established, that 
I should not permit its provisions to be broken 
down by such an attack on the executive depart- | 
ment, without at least some effort ‘to preserve, 
protect, and defend” them, With this view, and 
for the reasons which have been stated, I do hereby 
SOLEMNLY PROTEST against the aforementioned | 
proceedings of the Senate, as unauthorized by the | 
Constitution, contrary to its spirit, and to several | 
of its express provisions, subversive ọf that dis- 
tribution of the powers of Government which it 
has ordained and established; destructive of the | 
checks and safeguards by which those powers | 


} 
were intended, on the one hand, to be controlled, | 
| 


and on the other to be protected; and calculated, 
by their immediatesand collateral effects, by their 
character and tendency, to concentrate in the hands 
of a-body not directly amenable to the people, a 
degree of influence and power dangerous to their 
liberties, and fatal to the Constitution of their 
choice. E 

The resolution of the Senate contains an impu- | 
tation upon my private as well as upon my public 
character; and as it must stand forever on their | 
Journals, I cannot close this substitute for that de- | 
fence which I have not been allowed to present in | 
the ordinary form, without remarking, that [ have 
lived in vain if it be necessary to enter into a 
formal vindication of my character and purposes | 
from such an imputation. In vain do I bear upon | 
my person enduring memorials of that contest in | 
which American liberty was purchased—in vain | 
have [ since periled property, fame, and life, in | 
defence of the rights and privileges so dearly bought | 
—in vain am l now, without a personal aspiration, | 
or the hope of individual advantage, encountering | 
responsibilities and dangers, from which, by mere | 


inactivity in relation to a single point, | might i! 


have been exempt—if any serious doubts can be | 
entertained as to the purit 
motives. If I had been am 
sought an alliance with that 
which even now aspires to no divided empire. 
J had been venal, I shou! 
designs. Had l preferred personal comfort and | 
official ease to the performance of myarduous duty, ' 
I should have ceased to molest it. In the history | 
of conquerors and usurpers, never, in the fire of | 
youth, nor in the vigor of manhood, could I find | 
an attraction to lure me from the path of duty; 
now, I shall scarcely find an inducement to com- i 
mence their career of ambition, when gray hairs | 
and a decaying frame, instead of inviting to toil į 
and battle, call me to the contemplation of other į 
worlds, where conquerors cease io be honored, and ; 
usurpers expiate their crimes. The only ambition | 
I can feel, is to acquit myself to Him to whom I | 

| 

| 


If: 


1 


must soon render an account of my stewa 
to serve my fellow-mén, and live respected and 
honored in the history of my country. No; the 
ambition which leads me on, is an anxious desire 
and a fixed determination, to return to the people, 
unimpaired, the sacred trust they have confided to 
my charge; to heal the wounds of the Constitu- 
tion and preserve it from farther violation; to per- 
suade my countrymen, so far as 1 may, that it is | 
notin asyplendid Government, supported by power- | 
ful monopolies and aristocratical establishments, A 
that they will find happiness, or their liberties pro- ; 
tection, but in a plain system, void of pomp—pro- 
tecting all, and granting favore 
its blessings like the dews of Heaven, unseen and | 
unfelt, save in the freshness and beauty they con- ' 


rge | executive department; and to the end, also, that 
ceed me in it; to the Representatives of the people, j| p f ; i 


|! cuss at this time the several topics touched upon 


y of my purposes and | his best friends were ashamed of, was presented 
bitious, I should have || 
powerful institution, || 


d have sold myself to its || 


and |} 


:| was there that he could not be supported in? 


rdship, | 


|| capacity as a member of Congress. And what 
| then became of the legislative power? We were 


to none—dispensing `: i rein 
i and having unlimited control over the Treasury, |; 


tribute to produce. It is such a Government that 
the genius of our people requires—such an one 
only under which our States may remain for ages 
to come united, prosperous, and free. If the 
Almighty Being who has hitherto sustained and 
protected me, will but vouchsafe to make my | 
| feeble powers instrumental to such a result, I shall 
anticipate with pleasure the place to be assigned 
me in the history of my country, and die con- 
| tented with the belief that I have contributed, in 
| some small degree, to increase the value and pro- 
long the duration of American liberty. 

To the end that the resolution of the Senate may 
not be. hereafter drawn into precedent, with the 
authority of silent acquiescence on the part of the 


‘my motives and views in the executive proceedings 
denounced in that resolution may be known to my 
fellow-citizens, to the world, and to all posterity, 
respectfully request that this message and protest 
may be entered at length on the Jcurnals of the 
Senate. ANDREW JACKSON. 

April 15th, 1834. 

The protest having been read— 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he did not rise to dis- 


in this extraordinary paper, nor to express the 
feelings of indignation which the paper had ex- 
cited, and ought to excite in his bosom, ard in 
that of every honorable member of the Senate, 
and which it must excite in that of every patriotic 
citizen. He would leave that for another and 
more suitable occasion. His present object was 
to protest against the reception of this paper, and 
he now moved that the paper be not received. 

He would go as far as any man in paying due 
| respect to an executive communication, coming 
within the constitutional range of the executive | 
| authority; but when the Chief Magistrate departs 
| from that constitutional range, and makes the 
| Senate the medium through which to make popular | 
| appeals, and fulminate charges against the charac- 
ter of the Senate itself, he, for one, would resist į 
such a course of practice. The paper, in its allu- 
sions to the resolutions of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, was most novel and unprecedented in 
its character; and if so, what appellation could be | 
found suitable for this most singular paper? Was | 
such a thing ever dreamed of before? Was there 
an instance on the Journals of Congress, from the 
origin of the Government up to the present time, || 
like it? It was not an executive message, but a 
| paper which the President had no authority to 
send here—it was a mere paper, signed Andrew 
Í Jackson, nothing else; and if we refused to receive 
it, it would not be the first instance of a paper | 
signed Andrew Jackson being refused a hearing || 
here. Ona former occasion, another paper, which 


here, and sent back to him—the offensive parts in 
it were struck out, and then it was received. Mr. 
: P. regarded this as an attempt to bring this branch 
| of the Government, standing between the liberties 
of the people and the vast strides of arbitrary 

power, into utter disrespect and contempt. Was | 
| there any power which the Executive did not now || 
claim? He contended there was not one, except | 


t 
i 
\ 
i 
i 


| 
i 
| that which belonged to the Court of King’s Bench 
i in England, going upon the bench of the Supreme 
Court and presiding there. | 

We have here, to be sure, a qualified veto, by | 
which we can overrule him by two-thirds, but with | 
the patronage of the Blue Book, what measure | 


But what use had he made of his power of the 
veto? Why, that he would exercise it In consid- 
ering any law which he could not approve in his | 


i 
mere drudges—we might prepare bills, discuss, ; 
| amend and pass them, and when passed we may | 
| go to the imperial head, and he will tell us whether i 
t 
| 
f 
i 
H 


to the Judges of the Supreme Court, and direct 
! them what judgment they should give. The 
Representatives of the States were held in mere 
mockery—the whole legislative power of the Gov- li 
ernment was placed in the hands of one man—he i 
claims the power of removal from office, and being |, 
the commander-in-chief of the army and navy, | 


i 


| 

i 

i 

| 

| they shall be laws or not. He might as well go i 
t 

j 

i 


was there any other power remaining, that He did | 


i! that all executive power is 


! over his Secretary, an 


i! of the country are his officers. 
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not possess? Perhaps he has the power of re- 
moval, and perhaps he ought to have it; and upon 
this basis he claims the right to exercise a legiti- 
mate power for illegitimate purposes; so that there 
was now no power in the Constitution which might 
not be perverted to the supremacy of the Bxecu- 
tive will. Taxgs may be constitutionally laid on 
the people, but if they be laid for the purpose of 
maintaining the clergy, it would be unconstitu: 
tional. He has the power of appointment and 


| removal; but can ne exercise this power, whichis 


given him, for the purpose of attaining a power 
and authority which is not given him? He kicks 
one Secretary of the Treasury out of office because 
he would not do the duty enjoined on him, and 
thus he marches up to the Treasury, and scatters 


' the funds of the people abroad among his political ` 


friends, which, by the by, isa good deal needed 
these hard times. Mr. P. contended that this was 
the exercise of a power which might overturn the 
Constitution itself. Suppose the Constitution 
should give the Secretary of the Treasury the 
power of appointing his own clerks—it would be 
constitutional. The Secretary makes out his list 
of clerks—the President has another list made out 
by his under-workers, which he sends in to him. 
But the Secretary may say, I have the power of: 
making all my clerks, and I prefer my own;, to 
which the President would respond, I do not dic-: 
tate to you; you must exercise your own. judg- 
ment; but if you don’t appoint my list, I will turn 
you out of office. ee 
This is no message; it is merely a paper signed 
Andrew Jackson; and much more dangerous in its 
tendency than the paper which the same man sent 
here in 1819, and which the Senate kicked out of 
doors. Then, he held the military power only— 
now, he holds both the civil and military. This, 
Mr. P. said, was a measure calculated to produce 
no general good. Itwas merely an attack on this 
body. It would make a good article for a certain 
offictal journal; butit was unfit for the serious con- 
sideration of the Senate. He would spurn it from 
the Senate; it was an attempt to use the Senateas 
the medium through which to assail the body 
itself—this body which stands as a barrier between 
the people and the encroachments of executive : 
power—upon which liberty may repose, without 
danger, to the remotest posterity. Destroy this 
branch, and, with the aid of the Blue Book, no. 
limit can be set to the extent of executive powgr: : 


| Itisa most miserable attempt to sustain that power. 


But itis nothing more than the Executive has said 
in his private chamber, and what appears daily. in 

the columns of the executive journal itself. . $e 
Mr. P. concluded by moving that the paper be , 
not received. : , E wwe 
Mr. SPRAGUE rose to make but a very few 
observations upon this most.extraordinary paper. 
And what he would say was more in grief than in 
anger; for whatever other feelings, on ordinary 
occasions, he might have, on such an occasion as 
this, the paper, coming from such a source, and 
being calculated, if sustained, to produce such an 
injurious effect ypon the institutions of the coun- 
try, that all other feelings must be merged in that 
of deep regret. The claims of executive author- 
ity and power, in this document, leave no other 
department in the Government thana single ex- 
ecutive will, He says all executive power. is 
vested in him; that heis responsible for the acts of 
every executive officer, and that all the powers 
given by law are vested in him as the head and 
fountain of all; that he is the sole Executive, and 
merged in him individ- 
ually. In what language does he speak of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury? He speaks of his power 
d repeats the President’scon- 
and thus he is the Secre- 


trol over his Secretary, 
d not the Secretary of the 


tary of the President, an 
laws, or of the Treasury, and if so, every head of 
every department is his Secretary. Your Major 
General is his Major General, and all the officers 
He then has forty 
thousand officers, who are all his officers; and thus ` 
corresponds well with the expression tothe Phila- 
delphia committee, that this is “< My Government. 
But what more does he say? He has gone be- 
yond what has ever been claimed here by his most 
ardent friends, and supporters of executive power. 
He has said that, by the Constitution, he must 
have possession of the public money and public 


è 
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roperty, and that Congress cannot take from the 
secutive the control of the public money. Is this || 
the possession of the public purse, or is it not? il 
Gentlemen here admitted, on the deposite question, ! 
that Congress had the control of the public moneys; 
but now the President tells us that the Constitu- |} 
tion gives him the possession and control of them. i 
And with all this, what farther? ¢ Why, the gen- 
‘tleman from Mississippi said that the President 
had no power to send sucha message to Congress. 
But the gentleman did not observe that this power į 
was claimed in a part of the Constitution never 
before claimed by any other President, to wit: his 
oath of office. He gives this as the foundation 
from which he derives his power, and claims it to 
be his duty to see the Constitution preserved invi- 
olate. He says the Senate has violated the Con- 
stitution; and that it is his duty to go to the Senate 
and correct that violation. With the sword and 
the purse in his hand, and his oath to see that the 
Constitution is not violated, where is the limit of j! 
hispower? And he is to sustain the Constitution, 
under his oath of office, as-he understands it: not 1! 
as the judiciary may expound it, or as Congress 
may declare it, but as he individually understands 
it. And because the Senate have passed a resolu- | 
tion expressive of their opinion, he says that it ia 
a violation of the Constitution and acting judicially, 
and that he cannot be touched but by impeach- 
ment. Impeachment of the Executive with all the 
powers he claims! The expression of opinion by 
ibe Senate the President translates into a judicial 
sentence, passed without trial, and yet the same 
President has passed the same opinion on the 
Senate, and we have not heard that this is uncon- 
stitutional. In the executive message sent to the || 
Senate in March, 1832, he says that the Senate || 
have acted unconstitutionally, and yet the Senate | 
can do no act restraining his power. 
say he has used the money of the people. I 
is only a judicial power. Is not the document |; 
saturated throughout with denunciations of the i| 
Senate, charging this body with having violated || 
the Constitution? And now itis a matter of gre- || 
vious complaint that the Senate have dared to |; 
express similar opinions. The resolution offered || 
by Mr. Branch, of. North Carolina, when a Sen- |; 
ator here, was not complained of as an unconsti- | 
tutional exercise of power, and yet the resolution |) 
of the gentleman from Kentucky ia complained of | 
as an unconstitutional resolution, because it is not | 
joint, and not intended as the foundation of legisla- 
tiveaction. How did the President know that it was 
not intended as the foundation of the bill for the 
restoration of the deposites? Yet, he assumes it, |i 
and says the Senate cannot pass the resolution. | 


We cannot | 


Ours || 


i 
tI 
i 

ji 
li 
Hi 


! dictate to him, or to rebuke Senators here. 


i known, as the dews of heaven in its operations. 


The preamble declares that it is asserted, lest it i! 
should be drawn into precedent; and was it not the ji 
duty of the Senate to declare it, to prevent a silent |: 
acquiescence. | 

Mr. S, said he might cite the resolution relative || 
to the Seminole war, and the resolution in the 


of the Legislature of Maine, giving him instruc- 
tions on that subject. Now, all that he (Mr. S.) 
need say to the tenant of the White House was, 
that if the Secretary of the Treasury was his Sec- |; 
retary, he (Mr. S.) was not his Senator. He |! 
recognised no right in the President to lecture him | 
upon his duty as a Senator here. Whatever power | 
he might have over his officers and men, and the | 
cfficers of his Government, he was not his officer; | 
and so long as the Government was confided to him | 
to the extent of the parthe took init, it sheald not 
be his Government, Mr. S. said he recognised no |) 
right in the President to say whether heshould act |: 

i 


in accordance with his will or otherwise, In his | 
spirit of dictation, whathad.we heard? Members | 
had said they were elected as Jacksonmen, and || 
therefore they had no discretion but to vote as | 
Jacksonmen. He was notsosituated. Heowed |! 
no fealty to President Jackson; he was not elected | 
asa Jacksonman. He submitted to no control of |! 


his—he never bowed the knee to Baal. He was i 


| sufficient and satisfactory; and what do we now i 


i] our fature legislation. 


elected to act on his convictions of daty, upon 
mature deliberation, upon such subjects as should | 
come before him. He never would acknowledge 

the right of the Executive, or ofany individual, to 

e 
was aware there was a disclaimer accompanying 
this part of the document; that he said he gave it 
only as a matter of history, and he was the mere 
historian. But he might have given something 
more interesting, for this had been nothing more 
than what was in the official journal for the last 
three months. 

The President closes this paper by an appealto | 
his own services in behalf of the people; the same | 
process by which the people have been called on | 
in all ages to confer unlimited power. He points 
to his wounds, to his past services, and appeals to’) 
the people if they can refuse anything to such a 
benefactor. And how (Mr. S. asked) is “my 
Government’? now felt like the dews of heaven? | 
Look abroad through the land; cast your eyes | 
over the country; behold your green fields with- 
ered; listen to the cries of distress of the widow 
and the orphan, rising almost in execrations of | 
the exercise of that power which has blasted their 
hopes and reduced thern to despair.“ And yet, 
says this document, Government is only to be 


Such is the moral—such is the example. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN considered this asa | 
most extraordinary proceeding—one which would 
form an era in American history. When the busy 
hum of industry was silenced, when the laborer |} 
was in want of employment, when banks were |: 
breakiog in every direction, and the cries for relief |; 


authbority—an interference which, he says, has a 
direct tendency to interrupt the harmony which | 
should’ subsist between the various cvdrdinate 
branches of the Government. He charges us with 
having ascribed to him encroachments upon the 
Constitution, and yet in every successive page he į 
has charged the Senate with the samething And | 
now (Mr. F'. thought) our only course to preserve | 
that harmony was, to refuse to receive the paper. |! 
He viewed this as an unauthorized Executive in- | 
terference with the legislative action of the Senate. p 
The President alleges that these resolutions lead i 
to no legislation. How does he knowthis? Why |! 
does he coijecture what may or may not be the |! 
action of Congress? We allege that the Secretary 
of the Treasury wasrespensible to Congress; that ji 
if he removed the čeposites, he was bound to jj 
i 
| 
1 
| 
{ 
| 
l 
| 


| 
daring to interfere with the Executive power and į 
| 
i 


report his reasons to Congress. Well, he did | 
remove them, and gave his reasons for the act, and |} 
on their very face it appears that the Secretary was |i 
induced to do the act by the order of the Presi- || 
dent; and when the act refers him over to Con- į 
gress, and we find that the Secretary may found || 
himself on his. own reasons or the executive || 
orders, have we no rizht to express our opinion, 
and say that the Executivehad noauthority, crthat |: 
the reasons are insufficient? The House of Repre- | 
sentatives had not come up to the question whether } 
the reasons for the removalof the deposites were | 

i 


find? The President interfering between us and |: 
He founds himself on his 


power of removal; and while he Jeases himself on 


lative consequences of our action were direct and |) 
immediate, for until Congress approved of the | 
reasons of the Secretary, he was notsustained; and | 
yetthe Presidenttakes allthis asa matt rof history, 
and tekes leave to record his protest against it. 
But Mr. F. maintained that we had a right to 
administer official rebuke, in spite of his sie volo ii 
sic jubeo. When wethink heis malting use of his 
popularity to destroy the liberties of the people, 


i 


to bear upon an act of the American Senate. 


have dared to meet the frowns of their constituents 
in their zeal for their country and the love of lib- 
erty by voting against these usurpations of execu- 
tive power, it was some evidence of the existence 
of these evils. He did not bow his knee to these 
instructions, and he appealed to the great Judge of 


! all things for the honesty and uprighiness of his 
| intentions. 


He had but one word to say of these 
instructions. The people of New Jersey have their 
servants at home, and they have their servants 
here, and they have distinctly said that they con- 


| sider it pure arrogance in their servants at home to 


dictate to their servants here. 

Mr. BENTON rose and said that the public 
mind was now to be occupied with a question of 
the very first moment and importance, and identi- 
cal in all its features with the great question grow- 
ing out of the famous resolutions of the English 
House of Commons in the case of the Middlesex 
election in the year 1768, and which engrossed the 
attention of the British empire for fourteen years 
before it was settled. That question was one in 
which the House of Commons was judged and 
condemned, for adopting a resolution which was 
held by the subjects of the British Crown to bea 
violation of their Constitution, and a subversion 
of the rights of Englishmen. The question now 
before the Senate, and which will go before the 
American people; grows out of a resolution in 
which he (Mr. B.) believed that the Constitution 
had been violated—the privileges of the House of 


Í. Representatives invaded—and the rights of an 


American citizen, in the person of the President, 
subverted. The resolutionof the House of Com- 
mons, after fourteen years of annual motions, was 
expunged from the journal of the House; and he 
pledged himself to the American people to com- 
mence a similar series of motions with respect to 
this resolution of the Senate, .He had made up 
his mind to do so without consultation with any 
human being, and without deigning to calculate 
the chances, or the time of success. He rested 
under the firm conviction that the resolution of 
the Senate, which had drawn from the President 
the calm, temperate, and dignified Protest which 
had been read at the table, was a resolution which 
ought to be expunged from the journal of the Sen- 


i ate; and if anything was necessary to stimulate 


his sense of duty in making a motion to that effect, 


‘and in encouraging others after he was gone, in 


following up that motion to success, it would be 
found in the history and termination of the simi- 
lar motion which was made in the English House 
of Commons to which he had referred. Thatmo- 
tion was renewed for fourteen years—from 1768 
to 1782—before it was successful. For the first 
seven years the lofty and indignant majority did 
not condescend to reply to the motion, They 
sunk it under a dead vote as often as presented. 
The second seven years they replied; and at the 
end of the term, and on the assembling of a new 
Parliament, the veteran motion was carried by 
more than two to one; and the gratifying spectacle 


i; was beheld of a public expurgation, in the face 


of the assembled Commons of England, of the 
obnoxious resolution from the journal of the 

louse. The elections in England were, septen- 
nial, and it took two terms of seven years, or two 
general elections, to bring the sense of the king- 
dom to bear upon their representatives; the elec- 
tions of the Senate were sexennial, with inter- 
calary exits and entrances; and itmight take a less; 
or a longer period, he would not presume to say 
which, to bring the sense of the American people 
of 
that, he would make no calculation; but the final 
success of the motion in the English House of 
Commons, after fourteen years’ perseverance, was 


‘a sufficient encouragement for him to begin, and 
| doubtless would encourage others to continue, 


until the good work should be crowned with suc- 
cess, ad the only atonement made, which it was 
in the Senate’s power to make, to the violated 
majesty of the Constitution, the invaded privileges 


we have a right to say that the Presidentis on the į -of the House of Representatives, and the subverted 
way to it, and ifthose liberties are not rescued by |: rights of an American citizen. 


the hallot-boxes they will inevitably be lost. He |, 
could not consent to receive this paper, if for this |: 
reason alone. The allusion to the resolutions of 
the Legislature of New Jersey were unworthy of 
the Chief Magistrate of this great nation as the | 
chronicler of thetimes. Andif four Senators here | 


in bringing this great question before the Ameri- 


can people, Mr. B. should consider himself ag 
addressing the calm intelligence of an enlightened 
community. 
can people to be the most enlightened community 
upon earth; and, without the least disparagement 


He believed the body of the Ameri- 
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to the present Senate, he must be permitted to be- 
lieve that many such Senators might bedrawn from | 
| 


the ranks of the people, and still leave no dearth | 
of intelligence behind. To such a community, | 
in an appeal on a great question of constitutional |! 
law, to the understandings of such a people, 
declamation, passion, epithets, opprobrious lan- 
guage would stand for nothing. They would 
float, harmless and unheeded, through the empty 
air, and strike in vain upon the ear of a sober and |; 
dispassionate tribunal. Indignation, real or affect- || 
ed; wrath, however hot; fury, however enraged; || 
asseverations, however violent; denunciations, 
however furious,—will avail nothing. Facts— 
inexorable facts—are all that will be attended to; 
reason, calm and self-possessed, is all that will be 
listened to. An intelligent tribunal will exact the | 
respect of an address to their understandings; and 
he that wishes to be heard on this great question, 
or being heard, would wish to be heeded, will have 
occasion to be clear and correct in his facts; close 
and perspicuous in his application of law; fair and 
candid in his conclusions and inferences; tem- |! 
perate and decorous in his Janguage; and scru- 
pulously free from every taint of vengeance and 
malice. Solemnly impressed with the truth of | 
all these convictions, it was the intention of him- 
self (Mr. B.)—whatever the example or the prov- || 
ocation might be—never to forget his place, his || 

| 

| 


| 
| 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


subject, his audience, and his object! —never į 
to forget that he was speaking in the American 
Senate, on a question of violated Constitution and 
outraged individual right, to an audience com- | 
prehending the whole body ofthe American people, |; 
and for the purpose of obtaining a righteous decis- H 

| 


ion from the calm and sober judgment of a high- ji 
minded, intelligent, and patriotic community. 

The question immediately before the Senate was | 
one of minor consequence; it might be called a | 
| 
i 
| 


questicn of small import, except for the effect | 
which the decision might have upon the Senate | 
itself. In that point of view it might be a question 
` of some moment; for, without reference to individ- | 
uals, it was essential to the cause of free Govern- | 
ments, that every department of the Government, | 
the Senate inclusive, should so act as to preserve | 
to itself the respect and the confidence of the coun- 
try. The immediate question was upon the rejec- 
tion of the President’s message. Jt was moved to | 
reject.it—to reject it, not after it was considered, | 
but before it was considered! and thus to tell the į 
American people that their President shall not be 
heard—should not be allowed to plead his defence 
—in the presence of the body that condemned | 
hirn, neither before the condemnation, nor after it! į 
This is the motion, and certainly no enemy to the 
Senate could wish it to miscarry. The President, 
in the conclusion of his message, has respectfully | 
requested that his defence might be entered upon | 
the Journal of the Senate—upon that same Journal | 
i 
| 
| 


which contains the record of his conviction. This | 
is the request of the President. Will the Senate | 
deny it? Wil they refuse this act of sheer justice | 
and common decency? Will they go further, and | 
not only to refuse to place it on the journal, but 
refuse even to suffer it to remain in the Senate! Will ; 
they refuse to permit it to remain on file, but send | 
it back, or throw it out of doors, without conde- | 
i 
i 
} 
| 
| 


scending to reply to it? for that is the exact import į 
of the motion now made! Will Senators exhaust 
their‘ minds, and their bodies also, in loading this 
very communication with epithets, and then say | 
that it shall nat be received? Will they receive | 
memorials, resolutions, essays, from all that choose 
to abuse the President, and not receive a word of 
defence from him? Will they continue the spec- i 
tacle which has been presented here for three | 
months—a daily presentation of attacks upon the || 
President from all that choose to attack him, young | 
and old, boys and men—attacks echoing the very |; 
sound of this resolution, and which are not only | 
received and filed here, but printed also, and refer- 
red to a committee, and introduced, each one, with 
a lauded commentary of set phrase? Are the Sen- 
ate to receive all these, and yet refuse to receive | 
from the object of all this attack one word of an- i 
swer? In this point of view—as a question con- i 
cerning the Senate itself—it may become material i 
to the Senate, in a country and in an age when no | 
tribunal is too high for public opinion te reach it, i 


i 
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of doors the calm ang temperate defence of the 
President, in the midst of the reception of a thou- 
sand memoriais and resolutions, condemning him 
or the very act which he is notallowed to defend. 
Is he to be the only citizen who is not to be heard 
by the Senate! Him whom it seems to be lawful 
for every one whose education and manners quali- 
fy him for the application of Billingsgate rhetoric, 
to lavish itupon him. Rejected or not, that com- 
munication cannot be secreted from the eyes of the 
American people, It has been read, and will be 
printed. An independent press will carry it to the 
extremities of the country, and hand it down to 
succeeding generations. It will be compared with 
speeches, delivered for three months in this Capi- 
tol, against this President; and an enlightened and 
upright community will decide between the lan- 


| guage of the defence and the language of the accu- 


sation; between the temper of the accusers and the 
temper of the accused; between the violent Presi- 
dent who has violated the Constitution and the 
laws, and the mgek and gentle Senators who have 
sat in judgmentupon him for it. The people will 
see these things—will compare them together—will 
judge for themselves; and that judgment, in this 
freeand happy land, will be the final and supreme 
award, from which there is no appeal. 

The great question (Mr. B. said), which was to 
go before the American people, and toclaim from 
them that intense and profound consideration 
which the English people gave to the conduct of 
the House of Commons in regard to the Middle- 
sex election, is theconstitutionality of the Senate’s 
conduct in adopting the resolution which con- 
demned the President for a violation of the laws 
and of the Constitution of his country. It wasthe 


| conduct of the Senate which would now be on 
‘trial; and that conduct deserved to be tried, and, 


as far as it depended upon him, should be tried, 
UPON THE FACTS OF THE CASE ALONE 
—upon thefacts which our own journal contains— 
upon the resolutions as offered, and adopted 
here—upon the authentic speeches which the sup- 
porters of these resolutions have published to the 
world; and which show the sense in which they 
understood the proceeding which they carried on. 


i The proceeding he (Mr. B.) held to be an im- 
i peachment, without the forms of an impeach- 


ment—a conviction, without the form of a trial— 
a sentence of condemnation for a high crime and 
misdemeanor against the Chief Magistrate of the 
Republic, without evidence, without hearing, with- 
out defence, without the observance of a single 
form prescribed for the trial of impeachments; and 
this by the very tribunal which 1s bound to try 
the formal impeachment for the same matter, if 
duly demanded by the grand inquest of the nation 
in their Hall of Representatives. This was the 
question which the country would have to try, 
and in the trialof which, furious passion, reckless 
denunciation, bold, or even audacious assertion, 
will stand for nothing. The record! the record! 
will be the evidence which the country will de- 
mand. The facts! the facts! willbe the data which 
they require. The speeches! the speeches! de- 
livered on this floor will be the test of the spirit 
and intention with which these proceedings were 
pursued and consummated; and, without animad- 
verting upon the manner in which the President’s 
message and protest has been received here, and 
which has presented such an extraordinary scene 


in the American Senate, he should proceed to lay | 


were presented to the Senate before one could be | 


framed which could unite the votes of the twenty- 
six Senators who fmally voted together in the 
adoption of one of them. He said -he should pre- 
sent the series of these resolutions; for in the meta- 
morphosis which they underwent there was much 
for anxious reflection; the first one containing 
specifications, which were omitted in the second 
and third; while the second and third notoriously 


i rested upon the specifications omitted, and which | 


could not be retained on the face of the record! 
Mr. B. then read the resolution at first offered 

by Mr. Cray at the commencement of the debate. 

It was in the following words: 


‘ Resolved, That, by dismissing the late Secre- 


“power not conferred by the Constitutio 


i of making them. 
| dropping the specification on which the general 


‘tary of the Treasury, because he would not, con- 
‘trary to his sense of ‘his own duty, remove the 
‘money of the United States in deposite with the 
t Bank of the United States and its. branches, in 
‘ conformity with the President’s opinion; and’ by 
‘appointing his successor to effect such removal, 
‘which has been done, the President has assumed 
‘ the exercise of a power over the Treasury of the 
‘United States not granted to him by the Con- 
‘stitution and laws, and dangerous to the liberties 
‘of the people.” : 

He then read the resolption as amended, or 
altered, by the same gentleman, and offered again 
to the Senate towards the close of the debate. It 
was as follows: 

‘t Resolved, That in taking upon himself the 
‘responsibility of removing the deposites of the 
‘public money from the Bank of the United States, 
‘the President of the United States has assumed 
‘the exercise of.a power over the Treasury of the 
‘ United States not granted to him by the Con- 
‘stitution and Jaws, and dangerous to the liberties 
‘of the people.” 

He then read the third edition, revised, amended, 
and altered, of the same resolution, as finally sub- 
mitted to the Senate by the original mover, and 
adopted by the vote of the Senate: 

“© Resolved, That the President, in the late ex- 
‘ecutive proceedings in relation to the public reva 
‘enue, has assumed upon himself authority and ` 
n and 


‘laws, but in derogation of both.” ; 

Mr. B. then remarked upon the alteration which 
these resolutions had undergone, ‘and begged it to 
be well remembered that none of these alterations 
were amendments made by the Senate, but were the 
voluntary and successive changes introduced by 
the mover himself. He remarked, first, upon the 
nature of these changes; secondly, upon the design 
which induced them; and thirdly, upon the effect 
The first change consisted in 


charge of violating the laws and the Constitution 
rested, and retaining the formal impeachment con-- 
clusion of dangerous to the liberties of the people. - 
The second change consisted in the omission of the 
specification, and in the suppression of that regu- 
lar impeaching clause—dangerous to the liberties of 
the people! Now, (said Mr. B.,) when were these 
alterations made? Certainly it was after the ob- 
jection had been fully taken in the Senate that this. 
resolution contained impeachable matter! It was. 
after the original resolution had been denounced 
as a virtual impeachment of the President of the 


| United States, and after the suppressed passages 


had been pointed out as proving and identifying 
the impeachment character of the resolution. -It 
was after all this that the alterations were: made. 
Having showed the time when thealterations were 
made, Mr. B. next showed the design with which 
they must have been made; and that evidently was 
to get rid of the criminal aspect of the proceed~ 
ings, and to avoid a trial before the people on those 
specifications, on which, possibly; the twenty-six 
could not unite here, nor go to trial upon any- 
where! He remarked, in the third place, upon 
the effect produced in the character of the resolu- 
tion, and affirmed that it was nothing. He said 
that the same charge ran through all three. They 
all three imputed to the President a violation of 
the Constitution and of the laws of the country— 
of that Constitution which he was sworn to sup- 
port, and of those laws which he was not only 
bound to observe himself, but to cause to be faith- 
fully observed by all others. A violation of the 
Constitution and of the laws, (Mr. B. said,) were 
notabstractions and metaphysical subtleties, They 
must relate to persons or things. “The violations 
cannot rest in the air; they must affix themselves 
to men or to property; they must connect them- 
selves with the transactions of real life., They 
cannot be ideal and contemplative. In omitting 
the specifications relative to the dismission of one 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the appointment 
of another, what other specifications were adopted 
or substituted? Certainly none! What others : 
were mentally intended? Surely none! What 
others were suggested? Certainly none! : The 
general charge, then, rests upon the same specifi- 
cation; and so completely is this the fact, that no 
supporter of the resolutions has thought it neces- 
sary to make the least alteration in his speeches 
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which supported the original resolution, or to say || 
a single additional word in favor of the altered | 
resolution as finally passed. The omission of the i 
specification is, then, an omission of form and not i 
of substance; it is a change of words, and not of | 
things; and the substitution of a derogation of the | 
laws and Constitution, for danger to the liberties of the 
people, is a still more flagrant instance of change 
of words without change of things. It is tautol- 
ogous and nonsensical. It adds nothing to the gen- 
eral charge, and takes nothing from it. It neither 
explains it nor qualifigs it. In the technical sense 
it is absurd; for it is not the case of a statute in | 
derogation of the common law, to wit, repealing a 
part of it. [nthe common parlance understand- 
ang it is ridiculous; for the President is not even | 
charged with, defaming the Constitution and the | 
Jaws; and if he was so charged, it would present 
acurious trial of scandalum magnaium for the A mer- 
ican Senate to engage in, No! (said Mr. B.,) this/ 
derogation clause is an expletion! Itis put in to | 
fill up! The regular. impeaching clause, of dan- | 
gerous to the liberties of the pecple, had to be taken 
out. There was danger, not to the people certainly, 
-but to the character of the resolution, if it staid in, 
lt identified that-resolution as an impeachment, 
and, therefore, constituted a piece of internal evi- 
dence, which it was necessary to withdraw; but 
in-withdrawing which, the-character of the reso- 
lution was not altered. The charge for violating 
the laws and the Constitution still stood; and the | 
substituted clause was nothing but a stopper to 
a vacuum—additional sound, without additional | 
sense, to fill upa blank and round off a sentence. 
After showing the impeaching character of the 
Senate’s resolution from its own internal evidence, 
‘Mr. B. had recourse to another description of evi- 
dence, scarcely inferior to the resolutions them- 
selves, in the authentic interpretation of their mean- 
- dng; he alluded to the speeches made in support of 
them, and which had resounded in this chamber 
for three months, and were now circulating all over 
the country in every variety of newspaper and 
pamphlet form. These speeches were made by 
the friends of the resolution to procure its adoption 
here, and to justify its adoption before the country. 
Let the country then read. Let the people read 
‘what has been sent to them for the purpose of jas- 
tifying these resolutions which they are now to 
try! They will find them to bein the character of 
poe pleadings against an accused man on 
is trial for the commission of great crimes! Let 
them look over these speeches, and mark the pas- 
sages; they will find language ransacked, history 
rummaged, to find words sufficiently strong, and 
examples sufficiently odious, to paint and exem- 
plify the enormity of the crime of which the Pres- | 


i 


ident was alleged to be guilty. After reading these || 


passages, let any one doubt, if he can, as to the 
character of the resolution which was adopted. 
Let him doubt, if he can, of the impeachable na- 
dure of the offence which was charged upon the 
President. Let him doubt, if he can, that every 
Senator who voted for that resolution voted the | 
President to be guilty of an impeachable offence, | 

+ an offence for the trial of which this Senate is the 
appointed tribunal, an offence which it will be the 
immediate duty of the House of Representatives 
to bring before the Senate, in a formal impeach- 
ment, unless they disbelieve in the truth and jus- 
lice of the resolution which has been adopted. 

Mr. B. said there were three characters in which 
the Senate could act, and every time it acted it | 
necessarily did so in one or the other of these char- 
acters. it possessed executive, legislative, and 
judicial characters. As apart of the executive, it | 
acted on treaties and nominations to office; as a 
part of the legislative, it assisted in making laws; 
as a judicial tribunal, it decided impeachments. 
Now, in which of these characters did the Senate 
act when it adopted the resolution in question? | 
Not in its executive character, it will be admitted; | 
not in its legislative character, it will be proved; | 
fer the resolution was, in its nature, wholly foreign 
to legislation. It was directed, not to the forma- || 
tion of a law, but to the condemnation of the 
President. it was to condemn him for dismissing 
one Secretary, because he would not doa thing, 
and appointing another, that he might do it; and | 
certainly this was not matter for legislation; for 
Mr. Duane could not be restored by law, nor Mr. 


i 


Taney be put out by law. It was to convict the 


amended by laws, but avenged by trial and pun- 


it to be foreign to ail legislation; its form proves 
the same thing; for it is not joint, to require the 
action of the House cf Representatives, and thus 
ripen into law; nor is itfollowed by an instruction 
to a committee to report a bill in conformity to it. 
No such instruction could even now be added with- 
out committing an absurdity of the most ridicu- 
lous character. There was another resolution 


which an instruction. to a committee might have 
been bottomed: it was the resolution Which de- 


deposites to be insufficient and unsatisfactory; but 
no such instruction has been bottomed even upon 
that resolation; so that it is evident that no legis- 
lation of any kind was intended to follow either 
resclution, even that to which legislation might 
have been appropriate, much lesg that to which it 
would have been an absurdity. Four months have 
elapsed since the resolutions were brought in. Ia 


legislative act upon eith 
late now to assume that the one which in its nature 


a legislative act, and adopted by the Senate in its 
legislative character. No! Thisresolution is judi- 
cial; itis a judgment pronounced upon an imputed 


the Senate, of the guilt of the President of a high 
crime and a misdemeanor. It is, ia substance, an 
impeachment—an impeachment in violation of all 
the forms prescribed by the Constitution—in vio- 
lation of the privileges of the House of Repre- 
sentatives—in subversion of the rights of the 
accused—and the record of which ought to be 
expunged from the Journal of the Senate. 

Mr. B. said the selection of a tribunal for the 
trial of impeachments was felt by the convention 
which framed the Constitution as one of the most 
delicate and difficult tasks which they had to per- 
form, Those great men were well read in history, 
both ancient and modern, and knew that the im- 
peaching power—the usual mode for trying politi- 
cal men for political offences—was often an engine 


ings. An impeachment was well known to be the 
beaten road for running down a hated or success- 
ful political rival. After great deliberation—after 
weighing all the tribunals, even that of the Su- 
preme Court—the Senate of the United States was 
fixed upon as the body which, from its constitu- 
tion, would be the most impartial, neutral, and 
equitable, that could be selected; and with the 
check of a previous inquisition, and presentment 
of charges by the House of Representatives, 
would be the safest tribunal to which could be 
confided a power so great in itself, and so suscep- 
tible of being abused. The Senate was selected; 
and to show that he bad not over-stated the difi- 
culties of the convention in making the selection, 
he would take leave to read a passage from a work 
which was canonical on this subject, and from an 


ilton on the impeaching power. 
‘ A well-constituted court for the trial of im- 
‘t peachments, is an object not more to be desired 


‘the abuse or violation of some public trust. They 
‘are of a nature which may, with peculiar pro- 
‘priety, be denominated poriricat, as they relate 
‘chiefly toi : 
‘itself. The prosecution of them, for this rea- 


‘whole community, and to divide it into parties, 
‘more or less friendly or inimical to the accused. 
‘In many cases it will connect itself with the pre- 
‘existing factions, and will enlist all their animosi- 
‘ties, partialities, influence, and interest, on one 
‘side or on the other; and, in such cases, there 
‘ will always be the greatest danger that the decis- 


| ‘ion will be regulated more by the comparative | 


‘strength of parties than by the real demonstra- 


ishment. The very nature of the resolution proves | 


njuries done immediately to the society | 


‘son, will seldom fail to agitate the passions of the | 


with which this must not be confounded, and upon |} 


clared the Secretary’s reasons for removing the ' 


all that time, there has been no attempt to found a |} 
ner of them; and itis too i 


and in its form is wholly foreign to legislation, is | 


offence; it is the declared sense of a majority of | 


for the gratification of factious and ambitious feel- | 


article in that work, which was written by the | 
| gentleman whose authority would have most | 

weight on this occasion. He spoke of the Feder- | 
alist, and of the article written by General Ham- | 


‘than dificult to be obtained, in a Government | 
| ‘wholly elective. The subjects of its jurisdiction | 
‘are those offences which proceed from the mis- | 


£ conduct of public men, or, in other words, from | 


i 
j 


| 
| 


i 
j 
i 
i 
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t of the most eunining or the most numerous faction; 
ii ‘and, on this account, can hardly be expected to 
‘possess the requisite neutrality towards those 
‘ whose conduct may be subject to scrutiny. 

“ The division of the powers,of impeachment 
‘between the two branches of the Legislature, 
‘assigning to one the right of accusing, to the 
‘other the right of trying, avoids the inconvenience 
‘of making the same persons both accusers and 
‘judges; and guards against the danger of perse- 
‘ cution from the prevelency of a factious spirit in 
‘either of those branches.” 

Mr. B. said there was much matter for elucida- 
tion of the present object of discussion in the 
extract which he had read. Its definition of an 
impeachable offence covered the identical charge 
which was contained in the resolution adopted by 
the Senate against the President. The offence 
charged upon him possessed every feature of the 
impeachment defined by General Hamilton. It 
imputes misconduct toa public man, for the abuse 
| and violation of public trust. The discussion of 
| the charge has agitated the passions of the whole 
community; it has divided the people into parties, 
some friendly, some inimical, to the accused; it 
| has connected itself with preéxisting parties, enlist- 
ing the whole of the opposition parties under one 
| banner, and calling forth all their animosities—ail 
their partialities—all their inflaence—all their in- 
terest; and, what was not foreseen by General 
Hamilton, it has called forth the tremendous 
moneyed power, and the pervading organization of 
a great moneyed power, wielding a mass of forty 
millions of money, and sixty millions of debi! 
wielding the whole in aid and support of this 
charge upon the President; and working the double. 
battery of seduction on one hand, and oppres- 
sion on the other, to put down the man against 
whom it is directed. This is what General Ham- 
i ilton did not foresee. But the next feature in 
the picture he did foresee, and most accurately 
describe, as it is now seen by us all. He said 
that the decision of these impeachments would 
often be regulated more by the comparative strength 
of parties than by the guilt cr innocence of the 
i accused. How prophetic! Look to the memo- 
rials, resolutions, and petitions, sent in here to 
criminate the President; so clearly marked by a 
party line, that when an exception occurs, it is 
made the special subject of public remark! Look 
at the vote in the Senate, upon the adoption of the 
resolution ! also as clearly defined by a party line 
as any party question can ever be expected to be. 

‘To guard the most conspicuous characters 
from being persecuted-—Mr. B. said he was using 
the Janguage of General Hamilton—to guard the 
most conspicuous characters from being presented 
by the leaders, or the tools of the most cunning, 
or the most numerous faction—the convention 
had placed the power of trying impeachments, 
not in the Supreme Court, not even in a body of 
seléct judges, chosen for the occasion, but in 
the Senate of the United States, and not even in 
them without an intervening check to the abuse 
of that power, by associating the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and forbidding the Senate to proceed 
against any officer until that grand inquest of the 
nation should demand his trial. How far fortu- 
nate, or otherwise, the convevition may have been 
in the selection of its tribunal for the trial of 
impeachments, it was not for him (Mr. B.) to say. 
it was not for him to say how far the requisite 
netrality towards those whose conduct may de under 
scrutiny, may be found, or has been found, in this 
body. But he must take leave to say, that if 
a public man -may be virtually impeached— 
actually condemned by the Senate of an impeach- 
able offence—without the intervention of the 
House of Representatives, then has the Consti- 
tution failed at one of its most vital points, and a 
ready means found for doing a thing which had 
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filled other countries with persecution, faction, 
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and violence, and which it was intended should 
never be done here. 

Mr. B. called upon the Senate to recollect what 
was the feature in the famous court of the STAR 
CHAMBER, which rendered that court the most 
odious thatever sat in England. It was not the 
mass of its enormities, great as they were; for the 
regular tribunals which yet existed exceeded that 
court both in the mass and in the atrocity of their 
crimes and oppressions. The regular courts, in 
the compass of a single reign—that of James the 
Second’; a single judge, in a single riding—Jefiries, 
on the western circuit—surpassed all the enormi- | 
ties of the Star Chamber in the whole course of its 
existence. What, then, rendered that court so 
intolerably odious to the English people? Sir, 
(said Mr. B.,) it was because that court had no 
grand jury—because it proceeded without present- 
ment, without indictment, upon information alone; 
and thus got at its victims without the intervention 
—without the restraint—of an accusing body. This 
is the feature which sunk the Star Chamber in Eng- 
land. Itis the feature which no criminal tribunal 
in this America is allowed to possess. The most 
inconsiderable offender in any State of the Union 
must be charged by a grand jury before he can be 
tried by the court. In this Senate, sitting as a high 
court of impeachment, a charge must first be pre- 
sented by the Flouse of Representatives, sitting as 
the grand inquest of thenation. Butif the Senate 
can proceed without the intervention of this grand 
inquest, wherein is it to differ from the Star Cham- 
ber, except in the mere execution of its decrees? 
And what other execution is now required for de- 
linquent public men than the force of public opin- 
ion? No! (said Mr. B.;) we live in an age when | 
public opinion, over public men, is omnipotent and | 
irreversible !—w hen public sentiment annihilates a | 
public man more effectually than the scaffold! To | 
this new and omnipotenttribuna! all the public men | 
of Europe and America are now happily subject. 
The fiat of public opinion has superseded the axe 
of the executioner. Struck by that opinion, kings 
and emperors in Europe, and the highest function- 
aries among ourselves, fall powerless from the 
political stage, and wander, while their bodies live, 
as shadows and phantoms over the land. Should | 
he give examples? It might be invidious; yet all) 
would recollect an eminent example of a citizen, | 
once sitting at the head of this Senate, afterwards | 
falling under a judicial prosecution, from which he | 


escaped untouched .by the sword of the law, yet | 
that eminent citizen was more utterly annihilated | 


by publie opinion, than any execution of a capital | 
sentence could ever have accomplished upon his | 
name. What occasion, then, has the Senate, sit- į 


ting as a court of impeachment, for the power of |: 


execution? The only effect of a regular impeach- 
ment now, is to remove from office, and disqualifi- 
cation for office. An irregular impeachment will 
be tantamount to removal and disqualification, if 
the justice of the sentence is confided in by the į 
people. If this condemnation of the President had | 
been pronounced in the first term of his Adminis- | 
tration, and the people had believed in the truth 
and justice of the sentence, certainly President 
Jackson would not have been elected a second 
time; and every object that a political rival, or a 
political party, could have wished from his removal | 
from office, and disqualification for office, would 
have been accomplished. Disquatification for of- 
fice—loss of public favor—political death—is now 
the object of political rivalship; and all this can be 
accomplished by an informal, as well as by a for- 
mal impeachment, if the sentence is only confided 
in by the people. If the people believed that the 
President has violated the Constitution and the 
laws, he ceases to be the object of their respect and 
their confidence; he loses their favor; he dies a 
political death; and that this might be the object 
of the resolution, Mr. B. would leave to the deter- | 
mination of those who should read the speeches | 
which were delivered in support of the measure, | 
and which would constitute a public and lasting | 
monument of the temper in which the resolution | 
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was presented, and the object intended to be 
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accomplished by it. 

It was in vain to say there could be rio object, 
at this time, in annihilating the political influence 
of President Jackson, and killing him off as a 
public man, with a senatorial conviction for violat- 
ing thelaws and Constitution of the country. Such 
an assertion, if ventured upon by any-one, would 
stand contradicted by facts of which Europe and 
America are witnesses. Does he not stand be- 
tween the country and the bank? Is he not pro- 
claimed the sole obstacle to the recharter of the 
bank? and in its recharter is there not wrapped up 
the destinies of a political party, now panting for 
power? Remove this sole obstacle—annihilate its 
influence, kill off President Jackson with a sen- 
tence of condemnation for a high crime and mis- ; 
demeanor, and the charter of the bank will be 
renewed, and in its renewal a political party, now 
thundering at the gates of the Capitol, wilt leap | 
into power. Here, then,isan OBJECT for desir- 
ing the extinction of the political influence of Pres- 
ident Jackson! An object large enough to be seen by 
all America, and attraciive enough to enlistthecom- 
bined interest of a GREAT MONEYED POW- 
ER, and of a GREAT POLITICAL PARTY. 

Mr. SOUTHARD thought he felt, notwith- || 
standing the warning given him by the gentleman 
who had just taken his seat, (Mr. Benron,] the 
solemnity of the occasion which we were called 
upon to act. Though he felt we should act with 
calmness and consideration, he feared he would 
not be able to school himself into all that degree 
of moderation so necessary for the occasion. He 
would call the Senate’s attention to the position in 
which we were at the time we recejved this mes- 
sage from the Executive of the United States; for, | 
in his opinion, the President had grossiy perverted | 
that position. When we came here we found the 
public treasure removed from the institution where 
it had been placed by law, to places not known to | 
the law; and removed, too, by the President and 
Secretary of the Treasury. It was our duty, then, | 
to inquire how and why it had been removed. ‘The 
Secrejary had given us his reasons for the act, and | 
the President himself had also shown the grounds 
on which he acted. Mr. S. asked, therefore, if 
we could have avoided making the inquiry, and, | 
having done so, could we avoid saying whether | 
those reasons were sufficient? He apprehended | 
wecould not. The order of the President, and 
the reasons of the Secretary, were both before the ! 
Senate, and unless we overlooked both, without | 
affirming or denying the validity of the reasons, 
we were bound to act as we had done. One ofthe | 
resolutions expressed the insufficiency of the | 
Secretary’s reasons; but had we stopped there, it į 
might have been said that the Secretary was under | 
the necessity of obeying the orders of the Presi- į 
dent, who had the entire control of the public | 

| 
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money. Therefore, he thought the position of the | 
Senate had been grossly perverted by the Presi- | 
dent of the United States. The resolution says: 

© Resolved, That the President, in the late exec- | 
‘utive proceedings in relation to the public rev- | 
‘enue, has assumed upon himself authority and | 
‘ power not conferred by the Constitution and laws, | 
‘but in derogation of both.” | 

He defied human language to furnish terms | 
more mild expressing the idea that the act of the | 
President was unconstitutional; that he had not) 
the authority to do what he had done. We said | 


The position taken by the Executive struck at all: 
the legislative power of the Senate, and if ihe 
President was correct, we stood here as monu- |, 
ments of the folly of our ancestors who gave us | 
no powers other than those which were necessary 
to record the executive proceedings. This paper 
of the Executive asseried that the resolutie 
not intended to be the foundation of legisiative 
action. Sir, (said Mr. S.,) the Executive has pro- | 
nounced what is not true. It is an impertinent i} 


a 
if 
i} 


i self not granted by the Constitution. 


| years old at the time of the Revolution. 


Ss were ii Í 


interference with the rights of the Senate: He 
(Mr. S.) said he had exhibited a falsehood... Mr. 
S. said it was intended as the foundation of legis- 
lative action. We meant it to be so, and he knew 
it to beso. Sir, how could we get at legislative 
action? Must we not first have decided the act to 
be wrong? We must first decide and then legis- 
late. Betore we undertake to restore the laws, we` 
must first see that the laws have been violated. 
He said on his responsibility as a Senator, and 
would not allow it to go out without a contradic- 
tion, that it was intended as the foundation of legis- 
lative action. 

There were many things in this protest, in its 
details, as well as in its great features, which cer- 
tainly d@served comment. But he would not detain 
the Senate by noticing them all. But he would 
refer tosome. The President, after perverting the 
act of the Senate, says, that the resolution was an 
accusation against his personal character. This 
was notso. Where was the attack made which 
should authorize him to send us a eulogy on. his 
own jife?. The resolution was a mere declaration 
that the President had assumed powers. upon him- 
He denied 
that that was such an impeachment of his private 
character as would justify him in coming to the 
Senate to speak of his revolutionary services. He 
had never heard his name mentioned in the his- 
tery of these times; and if he and his friends were 
right, he must have been but a boy of thirteen 
He had 
heard of wounds he had received, but never at the 
head of a battalion or regiment. 

The President said the question before the Amer- 
ican people had been settled by a vast majority of 
that people. When and what question was it that 
had been passed on by the people? Was it-the 
conatitutionalicy of a United States Bank? No. 
If it had been passcd on by the people, he (Mr. 
S.) was ignorant of the history of it. To prove 


i that it had been settled in his election to the Pres- 


idency, he must show how many.of those who 
voted for him did so on account of his hostility to 


the bank; how many of them voted for the spoils ` ` 


of victory; how many of them voted for that reform 
which had been given us in an increase of office- 
holders and their salaries; how many of them voted 
for him on account of his revolutionary services, 
founded on fiction or poetry, but not.on fact. Take 
away ail these, and how many were given for the 
sole purpose of breaking down the bank? : Where 
was the solemn decision of the people of the. Uni- 
ted States that the bank was unconstitutional? 
When the President came. here to make us the 
medium through which to operate on the people, 
We ought to take nothing but facts. Shall we, by 
receiving this paper, place ourselves in an attitude 
which will compel us to enter Into a contest with 
the Executive of the United States? Our resolu- 
tion was a mere declaration cf opinion; and being 
so, what right had the President to send us a mes- 
sage, presuming a different act, and giving us a 
plain warning to proceed no further? We have 
made a preparatory act; and the moment we have 
done so, we have received, not from Charles the 
First, or Cromwell, or Napoleon Bonaparte, but 
from a man combining the characters of the whole 
of them together, a warning to cease our further 
proceedings. . 

The message, in a gross and most impertinent 
manner, alluded to the relations subsisting between 
himself and his colleague and the State they repre- 
sented. But hesays he has adverted to it only 
as a mere matter of history. Would he have in- 
serted it there had it been a mere matter of history? 


| When he tells us so, I do not believe him. it was 


an impertinent interference with his rights asa 
Senator. He (Mr. S.) had been quoted in certain 
journals as having pledged himself to obey the 
i of the Legislature. lt was a gross and base 

ehocd. Tie had been quoted by giving one. 
half the sentence, and leaving out the other half, 
which explained the context... If the whole had 
been given, it would have proved the very-reverse 
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of what was charged. He said when he began 
that he feared he could not treat the subject with 
that moderation which it required and demanded, 
and he now hoped some Senator would move an 
adjournment, or to lay the motion of the gentleman || 
from Mississippi on the table, that it might receive į 
a more calm and deliberate consideration. If we 
receive this mandate of the Executive, command- 
ing us not to proceed, and if we submit toit, there į 
is but one thing more: and that is, a company of 
soldiers to drive us from our seats. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said he had hoped, | 
from the declaration of the Senator from New | 
Jersey, that ‘he would school his feelings, and | 
discuss the subject with temperance,” that the | 
Senate would have been spared the reiteration of | 
violent denunciation, and the most abusive epithets | 
applied to the Chief Magistrate of the nation. Mr. | 
President, we have heard the President of these | 
United States charged by a Senator in his place, | 
before an American Senate, and in the face of the | 
world, with giving utterance to falsehoods, know- ; 
ing them to be false. Sir, the veracity afd, honor 
of General Jackson are too well established by a | 
long life spent in his country’s service, in which | 
his truth had never been questioned, nor his honor i 
tarnished, to be now affected, even by the high | 
authority of the Senator from New Jersey. But} 
let us examine, Mr. President, upon what ground 
it is that the Senator has thought proper to bring | 
this debasing charge against the President of the | 
United States. Why, sir, he has stated in the | 
message now under consideration, that the adop- | 
tion of the resolution condemning him for having | 
violated the Constitution and the law, was not de- į 
signed as a foundation for legislative action. Now, | 
sir, I put it to the Senator from New Jersey upon | 
his conscience as a man, and his honor as a Sena- i 
tor, to say whether he did, or does now believe, | 
that further legislation was expected to be founded | 
on that resolution, by those who adopted it? (Mr. | 
Souruarp said he did.] Sir, this is the first inti- 
mation I have heard of any such intention. Iam | 
bound to believe the Senator, yet I can but think 
few, if any, here, will agree with him: for myself, | 
sir, | never for a moment believed there was any | 
such design. I considered it to be a political 
movement, and that gentlemen supposed that by 
this condemnatory sentence, they would shake the | 
confidence of the people in the purity and integrity | 
of their President, impair the weight and influence | 
of the Administration, and thus be enabled to pull | 
down political opponents, and to elevate political ! 
friends, I may have been mistaken, but this, sir, | 
was my firm belief. Will my veracity be called | 
in question for stating it? I presume not; and yet, | 
sir, the President of the United States, for stating || 
what he believed to be true——what I believe to be | 
true—and most of those around me believe also, | 
has been charged over and over again with wilful || 
falsehood. {| am not permitted, Mr. President, to H 
give utterance here to the feelings of deep indigna- | 
tion, which such a charge is calculated to excite, | 
and I will pass over this part of the Senator’s rè | 
marks with but one observation more, and that is, | 
that the language he has felt himself justified in ; 
using, is as unusual as it is unbecoming in this | 
body, never before indulged in to my recollection, 
but by one other individual, and approved of; Í 
trust and believe, by no one, be his political and 
party feelings what they may. 

Weare told, sir, that the President has seized on 
this occasion to trumpet forth his own praises; to 
eulogize hisservices. Sir, attacked as he has been 
as a violator of the Constitution, a tyrannical 
usurper of powers not delegated by that instru- 
ment; for trampling under foot the rights and 
liberties of the people, could he, in the just pride | 
of conscious rectitude, do less than recur’to those i 


Sir, the fame of that man will live in the 
gratefulrecollections ofarepublican peoplethrough. ! 


| appointment and removal from office; and why 


| and in violation of the Constitution. 


out this widely extended empire, when the: little 
politicians of the day shall sink into oblivion, and 
be remembered no more forever. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Mississippi 
has said that the receipt of this paper had filled 
every honorable Senator with indignation. Now, 


sir, I feel no such indignation, and if the Senator— | 


[Here Mr. Poiwpexrer rose to explain; he said 


he did not say that every honorable Senator did | 


feel indignant, but that he ought so to feel.] 

Sir, | must be permitted to judge for myself as 
to what should excite my indignation; and not till 
I stand in need of the opinions of that Senator to 
regulate my feelings, on this or any other subject, 
shall I be in the slightest degree influenced by 
them. 

Why, sir, the Senator from Mississippi gravely 
compleins that the President asserts the power of 


should he not, sir? Does not the Constitution 
expressly delegate to the President the right to 
nominate,and by and with the consent of the 
Senate, to appoint to cffice? And has it not been 
settled, for more than forty years, that the absolute 
right of removal was also vested in the President, 
acted upon unquestioned under every Administra- 
tion, until the present time, when new light seems 
to have burst upon the hitherto benighted minds 
of honorable Senators here, and they have all at 
once discovered that this power of removal from 
office never has existed, and that the exertion of 
it was a violation of the Constitution of the land? 
Most fortunate must it be for the country, Mr. 
President, that we have in these our days, men 
within these wails, who comprehend the provis- 
ions of the Constitution so much better than 
those who framed it; and who are determined, if 
practicable, to rescue that instrument from viola- | 
tion on the part of the present President—who 
has the hardihood to do what had been done by | 
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and all 
others who have heretofore discharged the execu- | 
tive duties of this Government. 

Bat the President has exerted the veto power 


vested in him by the Constitution, to arrest what ! 


he on his conscience believed to be Jaws enacted in 
violation of that instrument, or calculated greatly 
to impair the general interest: and for this he is 


now arraigned as having usurped all the powers | 


of legislation. Sir, it is somewhat amusing to 


see the changes produced on the minds of hon- | 


orable Senators by the force of party feeling con- 


demning to-day what yesterday met with their | 


most hearty support. ‘Ihe President, by his veto 


on the Maysville road bill, arrested the action of | 


the General Governmenton works of internal im- | 
provernent—put down, as far as in him lay, the | 
claim which had been set up to an unlimited ex- 

ercise of power over such subjects; and thus, not | 
only prevented the expenditure of nearly one hun- 
dred miilions of dollars, then in progress of appro- 


priation or contemplated on surveys then making, |! 


f 


bat, sir, by his patriotic devotion to the true prin- 
ciples of our Government, preserved from violation 
the sacred charter of our rights How many, now 


in my eye, then applauded the act, who are now | 


ready to condemn the exercise of the veto, and 
pronounce itan usurpation of all legislative power? 


flow can those, Mr. President, who saw in the | 


bill of the Senator from Kentucky, for the distri- 
bation of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, the destruction of the best interests of the 
new States of the west and southwest, if not a 
violation of the Constitution itself, condemn the 
exercise of the veto, which alone saved us from 
thatrainous measure? Or will Senators, opposed to | 
the Bank of the United States upon constitutional 
grounds, suffer their party feelings to lead them 
to the condemnation of a man who interposed the 
shield of that Constitution to protect the country 
from the blighting influence of this immense 
moneyed institution? Executive usurpation! F 
firmly believe, Mr. President, we now have, and 
ever have had, more to fear from legislative, than 
executive usurpation upon the rights of the people, | 
Sir, look at 
the tariff act of 1828, laid not for the purposes of | 
revenue,butexpressly and avowedlyfor protection. 
Few will be found in the southern section of our 
country who will not pronounce a tariff for protec- | 
tion alone, a violation of the Constitution. Its | 


|| sons for having nominated him. 


section, I need not depict; they are known to all 
who hear me. Remonstrance was vain; an inex- 
orablemajority, who were filling their pockets with 
the spoils, turned a deaf ear; all the influence of 
this much-abused President, abused by those he 
was laboring to relieve, was exerted without effect; 
message afier message recommended the reduction 
of duties to the revenue standard; bill after bill 
was introduced, prepared by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under his direction, so to regulate the 
duties as to relieve the suffering portions of the 
country, and bring down the revenue to the lowest 
wants of the Government. Interest, regardless of 
the Constitution, still prevailed in the legislative 
halls, and these just bills were defeated. Tell me 
not, then, that it is executive usurpation, -from 
which we have most to fear. 

Sir, the Senator from Maine [Mr. Spraave] 
urges that the claims set forth by the President in 
this message leaves no power in any other depart- 
ment of the Government. Sir, if I understood 
that paper, as read by the Secretary, the Senator 
| is altogether mistaken. I am confident‘he had no 
design to misrepresent. The power claimed is a 
supervisory power, to see that the agents of the 
Government faithfully carry into effect the laws 
which may be passed for their control. This, and 
no more, is the extent of the claim set forth, and 
which now is denounced as an unheard-of assump- 
tion ef power. Mr. President, the American peo- 
ple selected General Jackson as their President, 
because they believed him honest, patriotic, and 
possessed of a firmness of spirit, which would not 
i be turned aside, for fear of consequences, from 
compelling all within the sphere of his legitimate 
control to discharge their duty to that people; 
nor will they be induced to withdraw their con- 
fidence, however strongly he may be censured by 
politicians, should he continue steadily to pursue 
that course—for they will not be alarmed by the 
ery of usurpation, or tyranny, although it should 
come from this, or the other Chamber of this 
building. 

It has been strongly urged, Mr. President, that 
never before, in the history of this country, has a 
President of the United States felt himself justi- 
fied in making a communication to the Senate, 
complaining of the action of this body. Sir, a 
case precisely similar to this never has occurred; 
for, sir, never before has the Senate adopted a 
| resolution condemning the President for a violation 
ji of the Constitution, which he had solemnly sworn 
to support, and placed that sentence of condemna- 
tion on the archives of the nation, ag an enduring 
record of his disgrace—ag far, at least, as their 
| act could affix thatstigma on his name. Bat, sir, 
a case somewhat similar did occur at an early 
period—in the Administration of that man whom 
we all delight to honor as the Father of his Coun- 
try. Sir, General Washington was in the habit 
of coming down to the Senate, taking the seat you 
now occupy, and presenting his nominations for 
their confirmation. On one occasion it pleased the 
i Senate to withhold its approbation from a nomina- 
tion of a General Fishburn, of Savannah, Georgia. 
General Washington felt aggrieved; left the chair; 
and on a subsequent day made a nomination, in 
| writing, of another individual, for the same office, 
| accompanied by a message complaining of the re- 
| jection of General Fishburn, and assigning his rea- 
(Here Mr. K. 
read the message.] Sir, on this occasion General 
i Washington felt himself authorized to send a com- 
munication to the Senate, to justify himself in 
making a nomination which they had rejected; 
not to procure the favorable action of that body 
upon the individual named—for he wag not nomi- 

nated, but another in his place; but to free himself 
i from theimplied censure which such rejection was 
supposed to convey. But now, sir, when the 
President attempts to free himself from the unpre- 
| cedented censure passed upon him by the Senate, 
by stating the grounds of his action, with the rea- 
| sons which influenced him, and asks that it shall 
be placed on the same Journal on which the reso- 
lution of his condemnation stands, he is met with 
a degree of vituperation and denunciation which 
has astonished, if it has not disgusted, the most 
| of those who heard it. 
Mr. President, I am obliged to the Senator from 
| Maine for calling our attention to another message, 


i 


| 
| 
H 
| 
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withering effects upon the prosperity of that whole 


which he considers insulting tothe Senate. What, 
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sir, gave rise to that communication? Av resolu- 
tion adopted by the Senate restricting the consti- 
tutional power of the President in nominating for 
office. It was adopted without reflection, at the 
instance of a Senator from Mississippi, with the 
design to protect the new States from having per- 
sons from other States sent within their limits to 
hold offices which he and most of us supposed 
citizens of the State where the office was located 
could be found as weli qualified to discharge the 
duties. The motive was a good one; but the restric- 
tion was in derogation of the constitutional power 
vested in the President. Fe so viewed it, and de- 
termined not to be thus deprived of his legitimate 
right; hencethe message which the Senator had de- 
clared to be an insult tothe Senate. Why, sir, the 
Senate itself, on reéxamination, coincided in opin- 
ion with the President, and repealed the obnoxious 
resolution. I now ask the Senator if he will risk 
his reputation, as a_sound constitutional lawyer, 
by denying that the President was right in refusing 
to be so restricted ?. 

Sir,a resolution offered by a Senator from North 
Carolina (not now a member of this body) pend- 
ing the famous Panama question, has been read to 
justify the Senate in adopting this. Mr. President, 
they are entirely dissimilar. There the then Presi- 
dent had made known his intention to institute a 
new mission, without the advice of the Senate or 
the approbation of Congress. The Senate, as his 
constitutional advisers, believed it their duty to 
interpose and prevent the adoption of a measure 
then ina train for execution, opposed, as they 
believed, by the plainest principles of the Consti- 
tution. It was advice, sir, salutary advice, not 
censure: can the same be said of this resolution, 
charging the President with a violation of the Con- 
stitution and of law. 

Mr. President, the Senator form Maine boasted 
that he is no Jackson man—that he will not bow 
the knee to Baal. Sir, this is not the first time the | 
friends of the Administration have been taunted 
with subserviency to executive views. I have 
heretofore disdained to notice it. Sir, | was known 
to those who placed me here as the personal and 
political friend of General Jackson. I have given: 
to his Administration a firm and zealous, if not 
able support, whenever, in my jadgment, the meas- 
ures proposed were calculated to advance the gen- 
eral interests; but, sir, it has been my fate, in the 
discharge of what I conceived to be my duty, to 
stand arrayed against one of his most important 
measures: I allude to the bill of the last session, 
known generally as the Force Bill. Was subser- 
viency manifested then? Sir, on other occasions 
I have differed with the views of the President, | 
and frankly made known to him that difference— 
and little do those know him who suppose that | 
thus to act either lessens his respect or diminishes 
his friendship for the individual. No, sir, high- | 
minded and honorable himself, he fully appreciates 
these qualities in others. Base subserviency can 
never win his respect nor command his favor. Sir, 
the Senator from Maine informs us, he obeys no 
mandates. So it seems, sir, neither here nor else- 
where—here it isnot desired; elsewhere it may be 
expected; but, sir, I leave the gentleman to settle | 
it.with those who may conceive they have a right | 
to command. 


Mr. President, this communication has been |} 


stigmatized by the Senator from Mississippi, and | 
others, as a feble, miserable production, not cal 
culated to produce any effect on the country. If 
such, sir, be its character, why is it so violently 
assailed before it has fairly made its appearance in 


4 


the Senate? Why is the proposition naw made to |! 
Does it not seem as if gen- |; 


: , Y li tages, may not be subject to the objections to | 
heve adopted will not bear the test of fair exami- | wh ented ' 


refuse its reception? S 
temen were conscious that the resolution they 


I 
i 


nation ? Bat, sir, be that as it may, I am surprised 
at the proposition of the Senator from Mississippi. | 
Has he not suffered his ‘indignant feelings,” as . 
he terms them, to hurry him into an indiscretion, 
which his vigorous intellect willcondemn? Sir, 
this paper cannot be smothered; | t 
to do so, will give to it increased importance m 
eyes of the country. 
read with avidity; ours are 
ing, sober people—denunci 
President, even by those occu 
august assembly, will rot turn 
caim examination of the whole matter. 


the 
an intelligent, reflect- | 
pying seats in this ; 


Yes, sir, | 


|| find that they mustabide the decision. 


the very attempt | 


It will go forth—it will be |. 


ation and abuse of the `! 


them aside from ai} 


not only this paper, but the resolution also will be 
scrutinized—the motive for its adoption wiil be 
canvassed and understood, and gentlemen will 


There can 
| be no eseape. . 


pressed by the honorable gentleman frora Missouri 
| (Mr. Benton] in which he entirely concurred. It 
was the solemnity and importance of the present 
occasion. He declared before his God, that upon 


this question, he believed depended the perma- 


our fathers. 
butin a spirit of calmness and moderation, and 


| hot now discuss this question without giving utter- 
by others unbecoming the occasion and his station; 


| feelings which he now felt boiling in bis bosom. 


aught toimpair that dignity. He therefore moved 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The Senate then adjourned 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
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Mr. E. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the 
relief of Anne Haliday. 

Mr. CRANE, a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel Willis Reddick. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, a bill to authorize a writ 
| of error in certain cases relating to patent rights 
| to the Supreme Court of the United States. 


, session of the Legislative Council of the Territory 
of Michigan. 

All which were read twice and committed. 

Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill for the relief of 
| John Wilson; which was read twice and ordered 
| to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. MERCER, from the- Committee on Roads 


| instant, the memorial of the Chesapeake and 


its state, condition, finances, &c., which he moved 
to have committed, and printed for the use of the 
members. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
printing of 3,000 extra copies. 

The usual namber were ordered to be printed, 
and the report having been committed, the motion 
for printing an extra number stands over. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on the 
subject of the Militia, reported bill to provide more 
effectually for the national defence by organizing, 
arming, and establishing an uniform militia 
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the discipline thereof; which ‘bill was read twice 
and committed. 
Mr. CHILTON moved to suspend the rule, in 


! order to take up the following resolution submitted 
! by him: 
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| Resolved, That in view of the general distress of 


he people of the United States, and that commer- 
ial embarrassment which is carrying ruin to the 
| door of the agricultural portion of our citizens, 
| the President of the United States be respectfully 


li 
it 
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Bank of the United States, competent to all the 


‘on our own delegated powers, or the reserved 
| rights of the States, and, comprising allthe advan 
which the present Bank of the United States is 
; Hable in his judgment. 

The House refused—Yeas 50, nays 112. 


as the House had already 
Mr. JARVIS then gave notice that he should 
move to have the resolution taken up to-morrow. 


Mr. LEIGH said there was one sentiment ex- | 


the fate of these resolutions and the disposition of 


But there should be nothing done the subject was postponed by unanimous con- 
upon full deliberation; and yet he felt that he could ! 


| : 
i ance to feelings of passion, which would be theught |! >~ 
i p > cught | with amendments from the Committee of the 


He believed he felt the dignity and importance of | 
| the station he filled here, und never wold he do | 


Mr. WILLIAMS, a bill to authorize an extra | 


| Ohio Canal Company, made a report thereon, of 


: throughout the United States, and to provide for į 


requested to submit to the House a plan for a 


i duties which may be required by the Government, | 
and which may beso organized as not to infringe | 


i 
| 
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| and Canals, to which was referred, on the 14:h : 


i 


i: over that paid formerly of $471 610. 


“per cent. from 


The House resumed the consideration: of the 
| resolution submitted by Mr. Marois, with the 
amendment moved by Mr. Cornwm.. | >: 

The motion pending thereon being to lay the 
esolution, and the amendment on the table ` 


r 


i standing the House had decided the questions 
involved by it, he would not oppose this wish 
| for discussion, and he would, therefore, withdraw. 


EE ji his moti R e resolut i A 
neney of the Constitution hended down to us by | s motion to have the resolution laid on tbe table. 


Mr. McKENNAN then obtained the fioor; and 


j sent. 


The bill granting compensation. for property 
burnt and destroyed during the last war, reported 


Whole, was read twice, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


The consideration of the military commutation 
bill was further postponed, on motion of Mr. 
i CRANE, until Thursday next. = 
The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
i tee of the Wholeon the state of the Union (Mr. 
Hussar in the chair) on 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The question pending being on the amendment 
submitted thereto by Mr. Vance, to reduce the — 
salary to be paid to the Commissioner of the Land. 
Office to $2,000— 

The motion was rejected: Ayes 55, noes 77. 

The question then being taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Vance, to deduct from the compen- 
sation now allowed by law to the clerks in the 
Departments of State, Treasury, War, and Navy, 


li including those in the General Land Office, at the 


ate of 334 per centum per annum, it was re- 
ected: Ayes 43, noes 85. ; 
The questiou being stated to make a similar 
deduction from all officers of the customs, (25 per 
cent. per annum,) ; 
| Mr. VANCE went intoa comparative statement 
of the number of custom-house officers, and the 
salaries paid them in 1862, with the establishment 
in 1832—the whole number in the former year 
being only 577 officers throughout the Unite 
States, whilst in 1832 the number was 1,600; 
and of which there was employed in New York 
alone 332, being nearly as many there, and receiv~ 
ing as much money as it had cost the whole coun- 
| try in the Jeffersonian times. Thirty of ‘these 
officers.received salaries in the aggregate amount- 
| ing to 480 437, and the 332 in the whole receiving 
| ¢408,791 21 annually. He referred to.this, as it 
had been said in the former discussion, that if any 
of these officers could be shown to be too largely 
paid, members would vote fora reduction. Twenty 
individuals he now found received amongst them 
$115,000—which would give to each of these 
| $5,000 and upwards; and if this statement did not 
bring to those honorable members a conviction 
hat such salaries would bear the reduction he 
sought for by his amendment he knew not what 
else would, Seventy-three others had in the aggre~ 
gate $218,054 43 paid them, which he also sup- 
posed would bear to be reduced, These statements 
were to be found in the Blue Book, to which he 
would refer, and in which he found that whilst in 
1809 the salaries paid in Boston were $47,454, in 
Philadelphia $56,115 75, and in New York $62,- 
347 45—a total amount of $166,282 92, for these 
three cities; the annual expense in 1832, for 
Boston was $129,234 44, in New York $408,- 
791 28, and in Philadelnbia $99,867 57—an aggre- 
gate amount of $637,873 26; leaving an excess 
Ele referred 
gentlemen to the Blue Book for the perpetual in- 
crease in number and salaries which had accrued. 
This was to be found in the post. office and civil 
list, as well as the customs. What he proposed, 
‘ therefore, by his amendment to deduct twenty-five 
this establishment, would amount 
[EOursgs mesons oa desuneebenadesaede0usae) -90 
! From the customs....eereceeeveeee 923,860 43 
From the civil listess eesse.. -reeeo 450,139 43 


i 
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Totalasssss seess aa enei at 6985:3220 96 
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How mech further the reduction would make 
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Mr. CAGE said that he was as desirous as any 
person could be to maintain a rigid etonomy in 
every department of the Government; but he could 
not agree that the course now. proposed by the 
member from Ohio (Mr. Vance] was the most 
appropriate to effect his object. ft was not true 
economy to cut down the salaries of individuals so 
low that none but incompetent persons might be 
found to fill up these situations of trust. He con- 
sidered the best mode would be rather to curtail 
the number of those employed, than the amount of 
salaries. 

Mr. BARRINGER proposed to amend the 
amendment by graduating the sums to be paid to 
the officers as follows, viz: 

The sum to be paid to the collectors, in all, not to 

OXCEED cece ere cccereccerenseceres ee o BS;009 | 
To surveyors and inspectors.. 2,500 
Tp weighers, agents, and other persons, 

not exceeding, fees included... s. seee... 2,000 
Leaving the principle of fees untouched, but put- 
ting limits to the amount of the salaries of these 
respective officers. 

Mr. B. regretted if this amendmentwould have 
the effect of embarrassing the bill; but unless there 
was a prospect of getting a select committee raised, 
to inquire into the whole subject, that thus there 
would be some prospect of a reduction, he would 
feel compelled to press these amendments. 

Mr. VANCE accepted this, and modified his 
amendment accordingly. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG assured the honorable 
member from North Carolina that he should have 
his most cordial vote, whenever such a committee 
of inquiry should be proposed, because he agreed 
with him, that the most rigid economy in the ex- 
penditures of the Government was become neces- 
sary. When formerly on the Committee on Com- 
merce, the inequality in the salaries of various 
departments was so generally acknowledged, that 
Fepeated calls had been made on the Secretary of 
the Treasury, for the time being, for a report from 
him on these salaries, with a view to having some 
action on the subject; but it so happened the in- 
formation had not then been presented, or in time 
for the House to have it for this purpose. The 
inequality and injustice of subordinate officers 
receiving higher salaries than those in places of 
trust, was always felt; and he complained that it 
was rather increased by the acts of 1832 and 1833. 
He would, however, remark, that in many in- 
stances where salaries were supposed to be larger 
than they ought to be—for instance, in the case of 
inspectors—they were obliged, from the quantum 
of business they had to dispose of, to employ hands 
at their own expenseto help them. Heweuld be 
at all times willing to aid in having an inquiry into 
the salaries of custom-house officers, with a view 
to place them on a more equal footing. The mem- 
ber from Obio, who referred to the increased ex- 
penditures in New York, should not forget the vast | 
amount of business that was done there, and which 
made the number of officers and the amount paid 
in salaries possibly only commensurate with the 
duties to be performed, and the amount of revenue 
collected in that port. 

Mr. BARRINGER remarked, thatif he thought 
there was any hope of having a committee of in- | 
vestigation raised, he should be glad to try it; he 
would give notice of aà motion to raise a committee | 
to reduce as well as to equalize the salaries, to- 
morrow morning. - 

Mr. PARKER was opposed ta theamendment, 


as out of place in bills making appropriations, |: 


elthough he agreed there was much inequality, 
é&c., in the duties and payments to various officers, 
‘The reduction, he admitied, was a good thing in 
itself; but the difficulty was, to find a good place 
to do a gocd thing; not that he complained there 
was such an excess at present over that of 1802 as 
to warrant a sweeping reduction; for he would un- 
dertake to’say, that if the number of officers, &e., 
as stated by the member from Chio, was deemed 
necessary for the duties to be performed at that 


time, the present increase of business would, if in || 
H 


the same ratio, make two thousand five hundred 


officers, instead of sixteen hundred, necessary. |: 


: statement gone into of the number employed there, 
` and the number employed in all the other parts of 
the United States, it would be found below a pro- 


portionate number. x ats 
to the great expenses to which public officers were 
subject; to the trifling benefit the Postmaster gen- 


erally enjoyed from their salaries; and contended 
: that a sufficient number ought to be employed, so 
| as that their duties could be properly performed. 


At a proper time he avowed he was in favor of a 
general system cf economy, and should be now in 
favor of the proposition for the reduction of the 
pay to members. 

Mr. REED seid he felt gratified in observing 
that there was a general disposition apparent in 
the discussion to reduce and equalize the salaries 
of all their public officers. The great inequality | 
that arose in them, he considered, was owing to 
the system which was commenced of paying them 
from fees. ‘The great cities, now absorbing the 
great proportion of the business of the coantry, 
the fees increased there, while they decreased so 


i much in the outposts, that many of the officers 


had scarcely anything to depend on, although it 
is absolutely necessary they should be maintained 
at these places, or the country would be inundated 
with smugglers. He wished the member from 
New Jersey (Mr. Parser] would show him, how- 


‘ever, when a good place was to be found to do 
: what he acknowledged was a good thing. 
i had been for five years looking for it. 


He | 
Hedidnot 
augur any good to arise from the action of any 


; committee, considering the Secretary of the Treas- 
i ury, who had the regulation and eontrol of these 


ofticers, to be the most competent person to report 
their state, if not to redress the grievances felt from | 
the present system. x 

Mr. LOVE regretted he must differ, on this 
occasion, from those with whom he usually felt 
pleasure in voting; but he could not either agree 
that this was a proper bill to introduce any reduc- 
tion, or that the salaries were shown to be too 
large for the duties to be performed. He well re- 


; membered what was formerly said as to the subject 


of reform and retrenchment; but he considered that 


| all that was said was merely pretence, and for the 


object of putting down one Administration to build 
up another, Ifthe motive for all this was, in his 
opinion, bad then, it was equally bad now, and he 


! would not, for any object, now consent to follow a 
| hypocritical practice, which was always, to him, 
; objectionable. 
i good public officers were only to be attained by 


He contended that the services of 


the nation paying them on a scale commensurate 
with the duties and trusts reposed in them for faith- 
ful performance; and he did not desire to have 


: such a class of officers employed in any depart- 
“ment, who could not shut one eye and keep the 
i other open; he wanted to have none who would 
‘blink or wink at any iniquities, The bad cffects 
` of reducing improperly the salaries of official per- 
; Sonages was strikingly exemplified in Kentucky, 
i when in a time of great party excitement the sala- 


ries to their State judges was so reduced that the 


administration of justice had fallen into incompe- 
‘ tent hands, fer no lawyer of any standing in his 


professicn could be now found to give up his emol- 


; uments for the pittdnce afforded tothe bench. He 
: could not agree that the public desired the pay of 
_ the members to be reduced, for he believed that 
; there would not bea person who would say that the 
: member voting such a reduction did so from any 


other motive but the hope to create effect at home. 
In this, members, be thought, would find them- 
selves mistaken, 
interest, and they desired to see their public officers 
weltpaid. He desired to see the inequality com- 
plained of remedied, but he could not therefore 


: consent to revive the old ery of retrenchment, for | 
i he considered the best reform would be had by 


employing good men; and if the clerks did net do 


: enough of service for the money they received, this 
: could be better remedied by increasing the time at 


which they should labor, than in reducing the 


: amount of thelr salaries. 


Mr. CHILTON defended the motives with 
which he had originally introduced the resolution 
for retrenchment, alluded to by the gentleman, and 
said that although no person could feel more regret | 
than he did at the result which the resolution pro- 


New York now collected more than half the reve- |© duced, none felt more than he did the perverted 


He adverted, atsomelengih, 1! 


The people knew their own | 


‘have their eyes opened, as he acknowledged his 


had rode upon the cry of reform into their present 
| high places, and they would take care how their 
i credulity would be a second time practised upon. 
i They would enforce upon the Government the 
i same policy: which was necessary to be observed 
by individuals, and thus keep their expenditure 
| within their income, or they could not get along. 
Mr. FILLMORE insisted that, as the measures 
iof the Government had the cffect of ‘raising the 
i value of money, whilst,on the opposite side, they 
| depreciated the means of subsistence, it was only 
| acting justly to the people from whom these sala- 
i ries were derived, to place them on a similar foot- 
ing, in these points, with themselves; and he con- 
| tended that if three dollars could now purchase 
those articles which formerly it would have taken 
| four to do, the salarics of their public officers, with 
ithe reduction now contemplated by the amend- 
i ment, would be practically as high as they had 
been. The objection as to the time of making 
these reductions, did not appear to him to be so 
| essentially important when the necessity of doing 
| so Was So generally conceded. He found that there 
| were propositions in the bill granting increased 
compensations. Ifit was proper, then, in the es- 
timation of the committee, thus to alter the salaries 
for cffices fixed by law, he could not seethe force 
lof any cbjection to their reducing the amount. 
| He referred to the salaries paid in the State of 
| New York as instances how much more econom- 
i ically the highest offices in that State were filled in 
| comparison with those under the General Govern- 
i ment; from which he inferred that, as these offices 
| were alj well filled, and the appointments to them 
i not only not objected to, but sought for, on the 
score of emolument, by the most competent men 
| in the State, one or the other of the rates of pay- 
ing for public services may be unjust. Mr. F. 


|| referred to the fact that the judges of the Supreme 


Court io New York receive but $2,000a year. He 

desired to have a reduction now, instead of waiting 

| the result of an inquiry, for another reason. It 

would become the interest of those whose salaries 

were reduced, and which they could never do in 

any other case, to come forward and oppose the 

effects upon them, and in this way only could they 

| expeċt that any inquiry could be promoted with 

| any hope of a good result. For these reasons, 

| then, aithough he would have preferred making 

| the reduction in any other shape than by the 

j present appropriation, yet, it was clearly their 

ij duty that they should be made. He would vote 

|! for the amendment. 

Mr. McKINLEY had hoped that the bill would 

' have been got through without the lengthened dis- 

cussion which now seemed soinevitable. Itseemed 

į to him that the great object which honorable mem- 

i bers aimed at—reduction in the salaries of the 

| oficers—could not be effected in the way which 

ithey proposed. The offices themselves having 

| been fixed by law with certain salaries, they could ` 
| not be reduced without repealing the law which 

i created them. He said thatif the people were to 

| be relieved, it must be by a reduction of the taxe}. 

| Would the reduction of salaries effect that object? 

| If the suffering complained of was produced by 

i the state of the currency, does not every citizen 
| suffer? Are not expenses as high now as they 


j| ever were? Which of the boarding-houses of this 


| city are cheaper than they were formerly? If he 
-understood the object of gentlemen, it was not to 
| relieve the people, but to punish the office-holders. 
What agency have the officers of the Government 
j had in producing the evils complained of? What 
| had the clerks done? Had the officers in the 
| customs in New York any agency in producing 
| distress, if it had been produced? ‘The individual 
; who was said to be the prime mover of this mis- 
| chief, could not be reached by the proposed meas- 
p Ure. Then you attempt to punish the innocent, 

not the guilty. Is this justice? It is said that 
five or six years ago,a scheme of reform was 
devised for political effect, and it failed. Why did 
i it fail? Because it was ascertained that the Gov- 
; ernment could only be administered in the same 
manner in which ithad been formerly. Hethought 
i this subject had consumed time enough in the com- 
mittee, It was the last of all subjects which gentle- 


effect. 
House with the bill. Here, so far as he was con- |; 
cerned, he wouid cheerfully assent to the yeasand |) 


He hoped we should now go into the} 


nays on each item intheamendment. But no one 
had a right to give a-pledge for others. In answer 
to the repeated demand upon the chairman of the 
committee for a promise to permit the yeas and 
nays to be taken in the House, he would say that |: 
no one should give pledges for him. Representing 
an independent people, he could not, he would |, 
not, suffer any one to pledge him to any particu- || 
lar course. . l: 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT said, that if time |i 
could be weli spent upon any subject it was upon || 
the appropriation bill. He was aware that the j; 
subject of reform and retrenchment had fallen into 
disrepute, on account of the failure of former | 
attempts to render it a political hobby. But this |, 
would not deter him from voting for the proposi- | 
tion. He should vote for the reduction on the |! 
ground that money is worth much more at the f 
present time than before. At the commencement i 
of the session he would not have considered the | 
present salaries as too large, but those salaries | 
were now enhanced by the increased value of | 
money at least twenty-five per cent. Every one | 
would see that it was idle to send this subject toa | 
committee for a report, at this stage of the ses- | 
sion. i 

Some gentlemen had remarked that if we wished | 
to relieve the people we must reduce the taxes. | 
But there was no expectation that the revenue 
would be too large for the wants of the Govern- 
ment; and, on the contrary, it was his belief that 
the Committee of Ways and Means would be 
under the necessity of proposing an increase of the 
tariff in order to raise a sufficient revenue. 

Mr. GALBRAITH opposed the proposition, | 
and pointed out the inequality and injustice of the | 
operation of the rule of reduction proposed. The j 
reduction of prices on which the revenue was |! 
founded, he entirely denied. Flour was seven 
dollars a barrel when we came here, and it is | 
seven dollars now. He was very willing to con- |) 
sent to an investigation by a committee, of the 
facta in regard to the sufficiency of the different 
salaries, but he would not agree to vote for a 
sweeping proposition as an amendment to another 
bilf. 

Mr. HARDIN said, that it had been objected 
to the reduction proposed that it was a breach of 
faith not,to appropriate money for a salary which 
was fixed by law. This objection would be avoid- 
ed by adding to the bill a clause repealing all acts |) 
and parts of acts heretofore passed on the subject. |! 
But there was a more serious objection with him. | 
Ele had voted against the allowance of two thou- | 
sand dollars to Doctor Beaumont and against the į 
appropriation of fourteen hundred dollars for an 
extra clerk in the State Department, for the rea- |! 
son chiefly that he was opposed to theintroduction || 
of any extraneous matters into an appropriation || 
pill. But he was not entirely satisfied that the | 
salaries ought to be reduced. Some of them ought, 
perhaps, and he would not, without further exami- 
nation, tell which. He was, besides, opposed to 
the principle of raising or reducing salaries accord- 
ing to the fluctuations of the currency Tt was 
true that the minority could not originate any 
proposition, as in each committee they had but 
two, or at most three members. But he would 
not break through the established rules on account || 
of the peculiar organization of the House. As to | 
the revenue which bad been spoken of, there would | 
be no surplus by the remission of which we could 
_relieve the people. We had now an unavailable 
fund of 450,000 dollars, to which we might add 
50,000 more from the failure of banks in this Dis- 
trict, and by December next, 500,000 dollars more 
by the failure of other banks to pay every officer 
of the Government amply and sufficiently. ` | 
Mr. VANDERPOEL remarked that his col- 
league (Mr. FrLLmoRE] had urged his support of || 
this proposition on the ground that a reduction 
had taken place in all the expenses of living. But 
was it true that any such reduction had taken 
place? Was it true that money had lately so 
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| article in the same proporuon, and then let him 


| refer to the prices current in the late New York į 


| jadges were appointed, with salaries of only $1,250 


iJ 


| of principle, which was found i 


| been injurious to th 


| he is now to be sought for 


much increaged in value, and every article of com: 
fort or luxury depreciated in the same proportion: 


. 


i 
ment of her price, 1 would, in justice to her, ad- | 
ise him to accompany her to market on one of | 


lantry, it will ‘give him great pleasure to do so,) | 


and see her pay from four to six York shillings | 


for a pair of chickens, and from three to four shil- 
lings per pound for butter, and for every other 


determine whether a dolar wiil go so much farther | 
now than it would before the panic-makers began | 
their mischievous business. He would further | 


papers for proof that the prices of many products 
had not fallen; and he would particularly refer him 
o an extract from a paper, so. orthodox now, in 
the estimation of his colleague, that he would not, | 
he was sure, dispute its accuracy as to matters of 
this sort. He referred to tne New York Courier 
and Enquirer, as containing abundant evidence 
that stocks and produce, cf almost every descrip- 
tion, had lately very much advanced in price. 
There was no evidence of the fact that a dollar | 
would command much more now than it did six 
months ago. For his part, he (Mr. V.) had had 
but sorry evidence or experience of this alleged 
diminution of prices. On his way to this city, 
last fall, he gave five dollars fora hat; now he had 
had the good luck to pay six dollars for the same 
kind of ariicle. Let the genileman go to his tailor 
and see whether his prices are reduced. In the 


little intercourse which he (Mr. V.) had lately had |j 


with the craft, he had not found that they were 
more merciful now than formerly. ff he might 
be permitted to use an expression which the news- 
papers had often represented him as being very | 
partial to, he would say that this cry about the | 
reduction of prices in the articles of living was all | 
“a humbug.” 

His colleague had drawn a portion of his argu- 
ment from New York. Twothousand dollars, he 
said, was the salary of a judge in that.State; and 
that, he said, was enough in all conscience; but 
the gentleman had remembered to forget to state 
how much the judges received under the old con- 
stitution, in the days of our Kents, our Thomp- 
sons, and our Spencers. Judicial salaries were | 
then sometimes as high in New York as $4,500; 
but a reform {ook place, and the old judges were 
removed by the new constitution. Eight circuit 


a year. The chancellor and judges of the supreme 
court received but $2,000. Reputable and compe- 
tent men, to be sure, took these offices; but it was 
with the expectation, at that time generally enter- 
tained, that the Legislature of New York would 
soon increase this very inadequate, he would 
almost say petit larceny, compensation. The Sen- 
ate, year after year, with a promptness that did 
theni honor, had passed a bill to increase these 
judicial salaries, but it always failed in the lower 
House; and sometimes gentlemen had been mag- 
nanimous enough to vote against it on the ground 
that one of the judges of the supreme court, and 
one of the circuit judges had been members of the | 
convention, and had advocated the clause in the 
constitution of that State, restricting the compen- 
sation of members of the Legislature to three dol- 
lars per day! His colleague, (with whom Mr. 
V. was proud to say he had served in the Legis- 
lature of his native State,) and the party to which 
his honorable colleague belonged, had uniformly 
opposed the increase of judicial salaries, and gen- 
erally based their opposition upon the broad ground 
in the unfortunate 
speeches of the aforesaid judges. Mr. V. did not ; 
mean to question the disinterestedness or patriotism || 
of such opposition. The result of this policy had || 
e interests of that great State, 
which he had the honor in part to represent. Its | 
chancellor had been driven by it from the capital, | 
where he ought to reside, into the country, where 
by those who had | 
d loss of 


business with him, at great expense an 


| with three judges, who, with the perquisitesallow-. 


a ] | ed them, received ove i 
i these calm and delightful mornings, (and if she is | t E heey reise 


| pretty, I am sure, from my colleague’s known gal- | 


i no spirit of pride th 
| inconsistency. 

| But the ethics of his colleague appeared to him 
(Mr. V.) at jeast dubious. He says that some 
salaries are not too high, but that others are; that 
we shall never secure the necessary information as - 
| to those that are too large, till we make one sweep- 
ing and indiscriminate reduction; that then, and 

| not ull then, the secret will be Jet out. Sir, is thig 

| Just—is it moral? It is proposed to do injustice 

| to the meritorious, in order to ferret out those who 

| receive too much. This, sir, is like punishing the 


at he mentioned this gross 


|| innocent in order to detect the guilty; and com- 


ports well with the principles and policy of those 
gentlemen who would refuse to give a reasonable ` 
compensation to other officers of the Government, 
merely because the Constitution had prohibited 
them from increasing their own pay... lt strikes 
j me, indeed, sir, that the argument drawn from 
New York is an unimportant one for the gentle; - . 
man, and that the one based upon the alleged © 
‘reduction of prices in the expenses of living is ` 
equally unavailable, because it is not supported by 
fact. : i 

Mr. FILLMORE spokein reply tohis colleague, 
| [Mr. Vanperpoz.,] and in support of the propo- 
| sition to reduce salaries. 

Mr. POLK rose to implore the House to proceed 
with the bill. This was the annual appropriation 
bill, one which was seldom delayed, even in times 
| of high party excitement, by a general discussion. 

, This was the fourth day on which this bill had 
| been discussed, and we had got no further than 
| the fourth clause of it, when we were met by a 
proposition to reduce all salaries from the sums 
| fixed by law. g 
Mr. CHILTON ALLAN spoke in reference to 
: the revenue of the country, which, he said, would . 
| suffer from the failure of the banks in which the 
i public money was deposited. ‘The Government 
| (he said) had Jost $100,000 by the failures of four 
banks within sight of the Capitol. pe a 

Mr. POLK here interrupted the gentleman from. - 
Kentucky, by asking him what authority he had - 
for his assertion. Would the gentleman permit 
the member from Maine to introduce the resolu-~ 
tion which he proposed this .morning,, for an : 
inquiry into the causes of the failure of these 
District banks? and whether they stopped pay- 
ment involuntarily or purposely, and from. contri» ` 
vance. . 

Mr. C. ALLAN said the question was an ex- 
traordinary one. When our money was scattered 


| about in irresponsible State banks, what means had 


we of ascertaining how much of our money was 
lost? He had spoken from mere rumor. But he 
would say that the public money was in unsafe 
hands, and he here pledged himself, in the face of 
the House and the nation, to prove that the banks 
selected as the depositories of the Government 
could not now honor the draft of the Government 
for the amount of money held by them. He chal- 
lenged gentlemen to give him a committee and let 
him try the fact, instead of taunting him with a 
petty question as to what motives a bank had in 
stopping payment.- 

Mr. POLK said, if he understood the gentle- 


{man rightly, he had at first made his assertion in 


an unqualified manner. He had asked the gen-. 
tleman for his authority, because he did not wish 
to permit the assertion to go out to the public as a 
fact. It now appeared that the gentleman’s state~ 
ment was founded on conjectures aboutas solid as 
the statements made elsewhere on the same sub- 
ject. Not one of the banks selected by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had failed. Some banks in 


i this District had failed voluntarily, purposely, and 


with the view of operating here and elsewhere. 
There was a small deposite in the Bank of Alex- 
andria, not one dollar of which will be lost, as it 
was well secured. But the Bank of Alexandria 
was not a deposite bank selected by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. Since the year 1787 there had 


time. Ses 
Be assured, Mr. Chairman, that our judicial sala- 


been a small deposite left there. 
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Mr. ALLAN asked what sum was deposited in || 


the Bank of Alexandria, and how it was secured; 
also, whether there were not Government depos- 
ites in the other banks which had stopped pay- 
ment. - 


Mr. POLK replied, that the sum was $20,000; | 


the nature of the security taken he did not know. 


The Secretary had made no deposites in any of || 


the other banks. What deposites the disbursing 
officers might have made he did not know. But 
the effect of the explosion of these little concerns 
was a matter of after consideration. The gentle- 
man had gone out of the question before the 
House, and indulged in a discussion of matters 
foreign to the question. An extraordinary attempt 
was making to embarrass this bill: If it was the 
purpose of gentlemen to defeat by delaying the 
passage of the bill, let them avow it, and we shall 
then know how to meet them. If the object is to 
perfect the bill, that is another thing. He hoped 
the House would proceed with the bill with an 


earnestness indicative of an intention of going | 


through with it. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, that the character 
of a Representative here was of some importance. 
He wished to know whether the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Azan] staked his character as a 
Representative on common rumor; and, if not, 
what authority he had for the assertion that he 
could prove that one or more, or all of the selected 
banks were unable to pay their deposites at this 
time. 

After some remarks from Mr. HARDIN, 

Mr. ALLAN replied, that if the House would 
give him a fair committee, an unpacked jury, he 
would prove to the nation that the banks which 
hold the public money were unable to repay it. 
Let it be tried, and before to-morrow he would 
proveit. But he did notacknowledge the right of 
the gentleman to interrogate him as to the founda- 
tion which he had for this charge. It was for the 
gentleman to say whether he would permit the 
trial, 
do not redeem my pledge, then I willagree to come 
under the censure of this House. He made the 
assertion on his own responsibility, and on his 
own information. 

After some remarks from Mr. DENNY, 

Mr. WILLIAMS intimated a desire to speak 
upon the question, but being unable from exhaus- 
tion to proceed now, he moved that the committee 
rise. Lost, 79 to 82. 


After a few further remarks from Mr. BEA RDS- |; 


LEY and Mr. ALLAN, 
Mr. GILMER said it was evident that the ; 
House was not now in a temper to decide this 
question, and he therefore moved that the commit- | 
tee rise. Agreed to. | 
The committee rose and reported progress; and | 
The House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 

Fripay, April 18, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- || 

nication from the Governor of Pennsylvania, trans- 

mitting resolutions of the Legislature of that State, 

in favor of the speedy establishment by Congress 
of a uniform standard of weights and measures. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. KENT presented a memorial from inhabit- | 
ants of Prince George’s county, Maryland, pray- ! 
ing a restoration ofthe deposites to the Bank of the : 
United States, and a recharter to that institution; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE presented additional documents | 
relative to the heirs of Major General Lord Stirling; 
which, on his motion, were ordered to be printed, |} 
and referred to the committee who have charge of ; 
the memorial. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Archi- 
bald W. Hamilton; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented memorials from Pitts- | 
ford, Monroe county, New York; Seneca Falls, 
Seneca county, New York; Rockland county, 
Mew York; and Rensselaer county, New York, | 
against the restoration of the deposites to the |) 
Bank of the United States and the recharter of that |; 
corporation. 


Let him give me a fair committee, and if I! 


| thought he would preserve, protect, and 


On motion of Mr. EWING the memorials were 
| laid upon the table. 


BILLS. 


The bill for the relief of Elijah Simmonds was 
i read a first time, and committed. 


i REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
U Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
officers and crew of the private-armed vessel Fox. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill relative to the loca- 
tion of lands in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. WILKINS gave notice that immediately 
! after the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Leren] had 
| concluded his remarks to-day that he should move 
| the Senate to go into executive business upon a 
subject involving our foreign relations. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, it was 
ordered that when the Senate adjourned, it should 
stand adjourned until Monday next. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDER, 


| being Mr, PornnEexter’s motion that the protest 
| of the President upon the resolutions of the Senate 
|| be not received. 

| Mr. LEIGH rose and said he was quite sure 
į that this document was not altogether unexpected 
here. He was prepared to expect a public decla- 
| ration of war shortly ensuing the passage of the 
‘ resolutions alluded to. Here it was, and he was 
free to admit that it had nothing in its language, 
i which had been described as moderate and tem- 
|; perate, that offended him. It was moderate and 
| temperate in the sense in which those phrases were 
|| applied in modern declarations of war. It was 
| not the usual course of nations at this day to use 
| abusive language in waging war against each 
other. It was the character of the paper, the ac- 
| tual design, the plain, manifest object of it, which 
| raised feelings of indignation in his breast, but 
which he carefully endeavored to suppress. He 
could not wander with the gentleman from Ala- 
| bama (Mr. Kine] in good humor, which charac- 
| terized his remarks, among the ruins of the Con- 
stitution, nor yet approach the subject with the 
feelings of wo which seemed to possess the gentle- 
man from Maine, [Mr. Spracve.] But he desired 
to enter into a grave, calm consideration of the 
question, and to use those arguments only which 
appeared properly to belong to the subject. 

‘What was the character of the act, its design, 
and its object? The gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. Benron] said, yesterday—and he was mani- || 
festly apprized of the contents of the paper, || 
because he was prepared with authorities and 
references for remarks upon it, which he could not 
have had, if he had not been fully aware of its 
approach—that gentleman said that it was an ap- 
peal to the American people against the Senate of 
the United States. As Mr. L. contended that it |} 
was the first instance of the kind ever known in |! 
the history of any free Government. It was a 
direct appeal to the people for the trial of the Senate 
for its hie or death. It was an appeal, in a quar- 
rel causelessly raised by the President, in which | 
he proposes a trial between his popularity and the |i 
constitutional powers, rights, and authority of the | 
Senate of the United States. And from what 
motive did it all spring? From that passion for 
conquest and arbitrary power, which, through his 
whole life, had been his constant characteristic. 
He had conquered the Bank ofthe United States— i 
that monster Jay dead at his feet; and the next | 
object, suitable for his attack, was this Senate, and | 
when this body should be conquered, there would 
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stitution of the United States, which the 


people |; 

defend. || 
And he (Mr. L.) predicted that if the people sus- || 
tained him in this, the next thing we should hear | 
would be a proposition to reduce the term of ser- |} 
vice of the Senate,and subject them to the recall i 
of the State Legislatures, at their pleasure. Hei 
would not inquire into the pernicious or beneficial i 
effects of such an amendment, but it would take if 
away the only balance against sudden excitement |! 
in the popular branch of the Legislature, as it | 
would against the encroachments of the executive | 
department. Whether this change would be for !! 


good or evil, it wasnot his design to inquire. But 
that would be the inevitable consequence of sus- 
taining this appeal to the people; and if it was not 
sustained, it would be followed by another conse- 
quence far more important in the eyes of the Presi- 
dent himself; his popularity will be proven to be 
unequal to his enterprise; and the Constitution 
will not only remain unimpaifed, but its form and 
substance will be preserved. But Mr. L. would 
give the President’s design in his own language. 
in the protest he says: 

“ But if the Senate havea right to interfere with 
| ‘the Executive powers, they have also the tight 
‘to make that interference effective; and if the as- 
‘gertion of the power implied in the resolution be 
‘silently acquiesced in, we may reasonably appre- 
| ‘hend that it will be followed, at some future day, 
‘by an attempt at actual enforcement.’’ 

The Senate may refuse; but if we fail to con- 
firm his proper nominations, that is, all his nomi- 
nations—and fail we surely shall, if some of the 
rumored nominations shall be made—then comes 
the denunciation against the Senate, that we have 
| been interfering with the Executive powers. But 
again the President says: 

t: If the censures of the Senate be submitted to 
| * by the President, the confidence of the people in 
‘his ability and virtue, and the character and use- 
| fulness of his Administration, will soon be at an 
‘end, and the real power of the Government will 
i fall into the hands of a body, holding their offices 
| «for long terms, not elected by the people, and not 
‘to them directly responsible. If, on the other 
‘hand, the illegal censures of the Senate should be 
‘resisted by the President, collisions and angry 
‘controversies might ensue, discreditable in their 
‘progress, and in the end compelling the people 
‘to adopt the conclusion, either that their Chief 
‘ Magistrate was unworthy of their respect, or 
| ‘that the Senate was chargeable with calumny 
| ‘and injustice. Either of these results would im- 
‘pair public confidence in the perfection of the 
“system, and lead to serious alterations in its 
‘framework, or to the practical abandonment of 
‘some of its provisions. ”? 

First, his weight, and influence, and the popu- 
| larity of his Administration put in the one scale, 
| and in the other the Constitution of the United 
| States and its very existence. More—he indi- 
cates to us.that these consequences will either im- 
| pair confidence in the system, or lead to a practi- 


| 


cal abandonment of some of its provisions. What 
provisions? Fle means a practical abandonment 
of the constitution of this Senate, Let the people 
judge from this appeal which party is rigkt, But 
if they are to have these pernicious effects, why 
has the President sought them? for he has sought 
them. Now, when the Government is formed, 
the people act through their constitutional author- 
ities; and when one member of those authorities 
appeals to the people against another, the appeal 
is of a revolutionary character, and revolutionary 
in its effects, and it is made, too, in expectation 
that the people will take sides with one or the other 
party, and alter or abolish the form of Govern- 
ment entirely, And to make this appeal, the 
President has sought a quarrel with this body. 
After a debate of three or four months, the Senate 
came to a resolution, which has acquired the sin- 
gular denugeiation of the Executive. And by hig 
reading of It, he is guilty of a wilful violation of 
both the Constitution and laws. Mr. L. thought 
the resolution was worded by his colleague, (Mr. 
Tyxen;] but, upon examination, the Senate would 
see how cautiously it had asserted that the Presi- 
dent had assumed upon himself authority and 


1 ; power not warranted by the Constitution and laws 
i be nothing more left worthy the hostility of this | 4 : 


|i greatest captain of modern times, except the Con- |! 


but in derogation of both, meaning that the force 
and effect of both was impaired. And how does 
the President make out that it is a criminal charge 
against him? He says: 

“That the resolution does not expressly allege 
‘that the assumption of power and authority, 
‘which it condemns, was intentional and ‘corrupt, 
‘is no answer to the preceding view of its charac- 
‘ter and effect. The act thus condemned neces- 
‘sarily implies volition and design in the individual 
‘to whom it is imputed; and being unlawful in its 
‘character, the legal conclusion is, that it was 
‘prompted by improper motives, and committed 
‘with an unlawfal intent... The charge is not of 
‘a mistake in the exercise of supposed powers, 


. 
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‘of toth; and nothing is suggesied to excuse or | 


i 
il 
‘of any such excuse or palliation, there is only i 
and that is, that the | 


‘gestion, but, on the contrary, it holds up the act | 
‘complained of as justly obnoxious to censure 
‘and reprobation; and thus as distinctly stamps | 
‘it with impurity of motives, as if the strongest | 
‘epithets had been used.” 

Now, wherever a criminal charge was laid, a || 
criminal intent was necessary; but in the absence 
of a criminal intent, the President says, that it is 
an arraignment of him for a crime; and how does |} 
he make it? Believing himself infallibie as a con- | 
stitutional judge, itis not possible that he could | 
have transgressed the Constitution and laws. Sir, | 
(said Mr. L.,) are not opinions daily given here | 
by Senators in their places of other gentlemen | 
sustaining unconstitutional acts, and are they not | 
retorted upon as being perfectly constitutional? | 
And yet, is there any charge of wilful violation? ; 
None, sir, none. No one but the President o 
the United States would think that a charge of a || 
violation of the Constitution was a charge of wilful i| 
violation. Tosatisfy him, there is but oneexample || 
in the world which this Senate could have pursued; |! 
and that is, a certain collared editor, who thinks |j 
this act unconstitutional, but qualifies it by saying || 
that the President acted from the purest and most i 
patriotic motives, and therefore, the measure was 
to be supported. 

There is another thing in this most extraordi- 
nary message. The appeal to the people is not | 
only for what the Senate has done, but for what | 
it has not done—for a resolution which was pro- 
posed here, but which was not passed. The 
protest says: 

‘Still further to exemplify this feature of the 
‘t proceeding, it is important to be remarked, that | 
‘ the resolution, as originally offered to the Senate, 
t specified, with adequate precision, certain acts of | 
‘the President, which it denounced as a violation 
‘of the Constitution and Jaws; and that it was 
‘not until the very close of the debate, and when, 
‘perhaps, it was apprehended that a majority 
‘ might not sustain the specific accusation contained 
‘in it, that the resolution was so modified as to 
‘assume its present form. A more striking illus- 
‘tration of the soundness and necessity of the 
‘rules which forbid vague and indefinite gener- 
‘alities, and reqħire a reasonable certainty in all 
‘judicial allegations, and a more glaring instance | 
“of the violation of those rules, has seldom been 
exhibited.” 

Now Mr. L. humbly supposed that any think- | 
ing man, much more a charitable, pious man, as | 
the President would have us believe him to be, 
would give us credit for not adopting the resolu- 
tion as originally shaped, and charge us only with 
the resolution which we did adopt. But this was : 
brought in to bear in this great appeal to the people 
of the United States. What was the character of 
this singular document? The Senate has no right | 
to express an opinion of the unconstitutionality of | 
the President’s conduct, but he has the right to 
make the same charge against us. [Te lectures us 
and rebukes us, and undertakes to hint to us that 
our powers will soon be assailed, and that he will 
put the Constitution of the United States on the | 
issue which he has sought. These are his preten- 
sions, and not only these, but he claims a super- 
visory control overthe Treasury, and, notstopping 
at this, with the control of the Army and Navy, | 
he claims an Executive contro! over our proceed- 
ings here, and that he is to judge, not we, when 
we are within the pale of our constitutional duty. 

But another thing. ‘The President is of opinion 
that when the resolution is not coupled with the 
intent to found some legislative act upon it, that it 
is unconstitutional; and that hereafter, when reso- 
lutions are proposed as the foundation of a prin- ; 
ciple, a silent acquiescence In this would cause it 
to be claimed as a precedent. To him (said Mr. 
L.) it appeared that whether legislative action on | 
the resolution would ensue, depended on theaction į 
and proceedings in the House of Representatives. 
But the President says there can not be legislative | 
action upon it,and, therefore, that we were acting 


j 
i 
4 


i 
i 
| 
j 
| 


i 
i 
i 


‘| read the history of those times, and if he did, he 


i then send a message complaining of that act as į 
i} unconstitatienal ? 


| who had read anything had read Junius’s letters. 
i| In the year 1769, during the second year of the | 
ii administration of Lord Chatham, a resolution was | 


| dared to do this deed, or if the President of the 


i “such regulations as may be prescribed by 


judicially. Sir, (said Mr. L.,) have you not heard 
i of resolutions being introduced into the British 
: House of Commons, declaring a principle on which | 


no legislative action took place, or was intended? | 
If the President figured in the Revolution, as he | 
says ina pact of this paper, Mr. L. hoped he had l 


would remember Lord Dunning’s resolution inthe | 
House of Commons, on which Lord North’s | 
administration was first defeated, and the power į 
of the Crown diminished. Did George the Third | 


Mr. L. supposed every man | 


passed by the House of Lords declaring that the | 
Crown possessed no right to suspend any law of | 
the land. Was this legislative action, or designed | 
as the foundation for it? And yet did George the | 
Third complain that the House of Lords had 
transcended its duty, and assumed an unconstitu- 
tional power, by declaring his proclamation to be | 
illegal? No, sir. Did William Pitt, the proudest 
minister that ever England had, go before his 
country and appeal to the people of England | 
against the House of Lords, and complain that 
the House of Lords had condemned him in vio- 
lation of the Constitution of his country? Did 
it alarm his pride? No,.sir,no. No man but 
Andrew Jackson ever thought of such a thing. 
Mr. L. said he had no enmity against the Presi- 
dent. On the contrary, he wished his administra- H 
tion to beas successful as his best friends expected 
it to be. But he had a presumption which no 
mortal man had ever before been cursed with, | 
which no-monarch since the days of King Henry 
the Eighth ever claimed before. 

Sir, (mid Mr. L.,) was there no necessity for | 
the passage of this resolution, or rather was there 
not a palpable necessity for it? Remember the his- 
tory out of which these extraordinary transactions 
had grown. The President published a paper, 
which he read to bis Cabinet as the reasons for re- 
moving the public deposites from the Bank of the 


{ 
i 
H 
i 


United States, and said that the measure was done || 


upon his own responsibility; that the measure 
itself was his own; and then comes his Secretary 
of the Treasury, who assigns a series of what he į 
is pleased to call reasons for the removal of the 
deposites; and the first of these resolutions con- 
demns those reasons as unsatisfactory and insuf- 
ficient. But over and above the reasons which 
the Secretary gave stood the other reason, that the 
President ordered the Secretary to remove. the de- 
posites; and that, Mr. L. ventured to say, was the 
sole reason for the act; for if Roger B. Taney had 


United States shculd now remove his hand from 
his support for having done the deed, such a tor- 
rent of indignation and obloquy as would fall on 
his head, from all parts of this wide-spread nation, 
the unhappy White himself never suffered. The 
President had given the order, and therefore this 
House was bound to say whether he was right or | 
not. But why did he infer hostility from our lan- 
guage? If it could be interpreted as hostile, what 
would the world infer from his hostility and the | 
language he daily held in his house? Does he infer 
that our whole object was to put him down and 
put up another in his place? If he did, Mr. L. 
said it was not true in him, however it might be 
in others, Now, let us see if the resolution be 
true, and let us see if an avowal of the principle 
contained in it be not warranted by the Constttu- | 
tion and laws, and let us take the language of the | 
President in his own protest: 

“The custody of the public property, 


under 
legisla- | 
has always been considered an 


f the executive department | 
‘in this and all other Governments. In accord- į 
t ance with this principle, every species of property |; 
“belonging to the United States 


“tive authority, he 
‘appropriate function o 


(excepting that; 
‘which is in the use of the several codrdinate 

< departments of the Government, as means to aid | 
‘them in performing their appropriate functions) || 
‘ig in charge of officers appointed by the Presi- 

‘dent, whether it -be lands, or buildings, or mer- | 
‘ chandize, or provisions, or clothing, or arms and 
‘munitions of war. The superintendents and 
‘ keepers of the whole are appointed by the Presi- 


i 
f 
i 
i 


poeni; responsible to him, and removable at his 
will. ge 

‘* Public money is but a species of public pro- 
t perty. It cannot be raised by taxation or cus- 


“toms, nor brought into the Treasury in any other. 


‘ way,except by law; but whenever or howsoever 
* obtained, its custody always has been, and always 
‘ must be, unless the Constitution be changed, in- 
‘trusted to the executive department. No officer 
‘can be created by Congress for the purpose of 
‘ taking charge of it, whose appointment would 

not, by the Constitution, at once devolve on the 
‘ President, and who would not be responsible to 
‘him for the faithful- performance of his duties, 
‘ The legislative power may undoubtedly bind him 
‘and the President, by any laws they may think 
‘ proper to enact; they may prescribe in what place 
‘ particular portions of the public money shall be 
t kept, and for what reason it shall be removed, as 
‘they may direct that supplies for the army or 
t navy shall be kept in particular stores; and it will 
‘be the duty of the President to see that the law 
tis faithfully executed—yet will the custody re- 
€ main in the executive department of the Govern- 
‘ment. Were the Congress to assume, with or 
‘ without a legislative act, the power of appointing 
‘ officers independently of the President, to take ; 
‘the charge and custody of the public property. 
© contained in the military and naval arsenals, mag ` 
‘ azines, and store-houses, itis believed that such | 
‘an act would be regarded by ‘all as a palpable 
‘ usurpation of executive power, subversive of the 
t form as well as the fundamental principles of our 
‘Government. But where is the difference in prin- 
‘ciple, whether the public property be in the form 
‘of arms, munitions of war, and supplies, or in 
‘gold and silver, or bank notes? None can be 
‘ perceived—none is believed to exist. Congress 
“cannot, therefore, take out of the hands of the 
‘ executive department the custody of the public 
‘property or money, without an assumption of 
‘executive power, and a subversion of the first 
‘ principles of the Constitution.” 

This was the principle upon which these pro- 
ceedings were founded, and which we think are 
not warranted by the Constitution. Sir, no one 
has the custody of the public money. ‘It has been 
dispersed abroad; and lettwo-thirds ofboth Houses 
of Congress, or let a unanimous vote of- both 
Houses, declare that the control of the public 
money properly belongs to Congress, and still the 
President will appeal to the people and put in the 
balance his prerogative, and depend upon theresult 
of the decision, with the same confidence of success 
he now does. But where has the President dis- 
covered his right to hold the custody of the public 
treasure? Look to the enumerated powers in the 
Constitution, and seeif you can find it. Not at all. 
The very highest powers under the Government 
are claimed for him, and the most trivial precedents 
are adduced to sustain him, powers which, if yield- 
ed, will destroy the just balance of the Constitu- 
tion, if we do not stand by and sustain it. Now, 
the President claims the power of removal of every 
marshal of every court of the United States; and. 
if he possesses it, may he not compel or retard the 
execution of process issuing from those courts at 
his own will and pleasure? There never was 80 
enormous a stretch of executive power claimed in 
any free Government; and yet he appeals to the 
good people of this country to sustain him in it. 
Mr. L. desired to give very briefly his opinion of 
the powers inherent in the executive department. 
He admitted that all the powers which Congress 
should, in addition to those be derived from the 
Constitution, vest in him, he might exercise; but 
to claim all executive powers, is, to convert this 
Government into a mere monarchy. Whether 
elective for four years or not, it is the principle of 
a monarchy, and nothing else. For observe, the 
President says, that Congress has no power over 
the public purse. Now suppose the case of the 
Commissioners of the sinking fund; the Chief Jus- 
tice of the United States is one of those officers, 
the Vice President is another—all placed beyond 
the reach of the President. They apply vast sums 
of money in extinguishment of the public debts 
and can the President interfere with them in dis- 
charge of that duty? i : 

But Mr. L. would inquire, by what authority 
does the President send this protest to us? There 
is one paragraph in the Constitution of the United 
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States which says, “he shall from time to time 
“give to. the Congress information of the state of 
«the Union, and recommend to their eonsideration 
“such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
‘i expedient: he may, on extraordinary occasions, 
“convene both Houses, or either of them; and in 
‘case of disagreement between them, with respect |; 
‘to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
“to such time as he shall think proper.’’ And this 
provision is the only one in which the President is 
authorized to hold intercourse with either House, 
except in executive business. What, then, is this 
resolution of which he complains? itis a resolu- 
tion which is either passed or revocable. If it is 
passed and gone by, find us an instance which au- 
thorizes this proceeding, aod this right to take up į; 
our journals, and make an appeal to the people 
upon them, and it will open the door to look into 
our journals in high party times, and seize upon | 
anything for such purposes. Butif the resolution 
is not irrevocable—if future action may yet take 
place upon it, and the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. Benton] should submit his resolution to ex- 
unge it from our journals, or if an act should be 
ased upon it—then this protest is a direct and į 
palpable violation of the rights and privileges of 
this House. Let a proposition be made to rescind 
this resolution, and we act on the principle of it, 
and this violation of our privileges is equally | 
palpable. | 

Buta precedent has been found for this act. The | 
precedents of the administrotion of General Wash- 
ington, if in point, he would always respect, and 
if he did not coincide in opinion with them, would 
depart from them with great reluctance; for never || 
was there, and never will there be, a man in this 
country so well fitted for President of these United 
States. Mr. L. held him in the highest respect; 
but instead of a just comparison between his act 
and this, there is an awful contrast. President 
Jackson rebukes us for an exercise of our powers, 
and makes an appeal to the people of the United 
States to sustain him. General Washington, 
having differed with the Senate in the power of 
appointment in one instance, where the power was 
vested in him jointly with the Senate, sent to the 
Senate the nomination of another man, and in the 
kindest and most modest tone, communicated the 
reasons which induced him to believe that the per- 
son whom he first recommended was worthy the 
appointment. It was simply an annunciation, in 
his own excuse and apology; and this is adduced 
here asa precedent for this act! He hoped the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Kina] would bring 
some more precedents for reference to these times 
from the days of Washington, Jefferson, and Madi- 
gon. 

But the President had found out another source 
of his power and authority. He had found in his 
oath of office a substantive grant of executive pow- 
er. Ele says: 

_ Tn the present case, moreover, there ig even a 
“stronger necessity for such a vindication. By an 
‘express provision of the Constitution, before the 

© President of the United States can enter on the 
* execution of his office, he is required to take an 
© oath or affirmation, in the following words: 

«© do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will; 
* faithfully execute the office of President of the 
© United States; and will, to the best of my ability, 
* preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of 
t the United States,’ 

‘ The duty of defending, so far as in him lies, 
‘the integrity of the Constitution, would indeed 
“have resulted from the very nature of his office; 
‘but by thas expressing it in the official oath or 
‘affirmation, which, in this respect, differs from | 
‘that of every other functionary, the founders of 
‘our Republic have attested their sense of its im- 
t portance, and have given to it a peculiar solemni- 
‘ty and force. Bound to the performance of this 
“duty by the oath I have taken, by the strongest 
‘ obligations of gratitude to the American people, 
“and by the ties which unite my every earthly in- 
‘terest with the welfare and glory of my country, 
‘and perfectly convinced that the discussion and 
t passage of the above-mentioned resolution were | 
© not only unauthorized by the Constitution, batin 
“many respects repugnant to its provisions and | 
‘subversive of the rights secured by it to other 


t eoSedinate departments, | deem it an imperative 


aE i 
‘duiy to maintain the supremacy of that sacred ! 


“instrument, and the immunities of the department 
‘intrusted to my care, by all means consistent 
‘with my own lawful powers, with the rights of 
‘others, and with the genius of our civil institu- 
‘tions. To this end, Í have caused this, my 
‘ solemn protest against the aforesaid proceedings, 
“to be placed on the files of the executive depart- 


| © ment, and to be transmitted to, the Senate.” 


In virtue of this oath, he asserts the source of 


| authority under which he sends this protest, and 


that oath gives him just as much right to protest 
against an unconstitutional act of the Supreme 
Courtasagainstthis. Ifthe Supreme Court were 


| to pass a judgment upon an unconstitutional act of 
the President, he might send a protest to them and | 


ask to have it placed upon its record. The Legis- 


lature of Virginia have expressed an opinion | 


against his acts, and he might as well have sent 
a protest to them, But the State of New Jersey 
having passed a resolution approving of his act, all 
are entitled to join in songs of praise to the dema- 


gogue who is raised far avove himself. The man | 


is absolutely intoxicated with the power he pos- 
sesses; his vanity, the most innocent of all faults, 
is inflamed by the flattery which he is daily drink- 
ing in, and he is maddened by the burst of uncon- 
trolled domination. And it is out of this spirit that 
comes this protest, this appeal to the people. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Kine] had 
given great credit to the President for the happy 
termination of the tariff controversy of last ses- 
sion. Mr. L. yielded him no credit for that act, 
because he voted for the act of 1824; but the for- 
tunate termination of that question was due to 
another and very different person. And as he was 
not in his seat, he might now say of him what 
might be thought to be flattery if he were present. 
It was to the patriotism and talent of Henry Clay, 
that he paid all his gratitude for that act,aided by 
Mr. Letcher, of the House of Representatives. 

At this stage of his speech, there was much 
clapping and hissing in the gallery; when (Mr. L. 
having paused) the VICK PRESIDENT ordered 
them to be cleared; and while the officers were 
proceeding to execute the order, the interruption 
was resumed, and much increased. ; 

Mr. BENTON then moved that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be directed to take the offenders into custody. 

Mr. MOORE said that before it was attempted, 
he would inquire whether it was practicable for 
the officer to do it. 

Mr. BENTON insisted on his motion; con- 
tended that the Senate had been insulted; and 
asked the yeas and nays upon the question. 

Mr. CLAYTON thought there was no occasion 
for the proceeding—there was no ground for the 
Senate arraying itself against the people of the 
country. 

Mr. BENTON replied that he had no reference 
to the people who committed the first disorder. 
Ele knew how to make allowances for a sudden 
ebullition of feeling, and would go as far as any 
gentleman to excuse it. His motion applied not 
to those who were guilty of the first disorder, but 
to those who perseveringly repeated it, long after 
the order to clear the gellaries had been given. 

Mr. BELL moved that the Senate adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT decided the motion to 
be out of order, as a motion was pending. 


A member asked if it was in order to move to | 


lay the motion on the table. 
The VICE PRESIDENT said it was not, the 


order to clear the galleries being in progress of | 


execution. 


Mr. POINDEXTER said, ifthe honorable mem- 


ber would designate the persons who had been 
g | 


guilty of the disorder, he would vote for the war- 
rant to arrest. It was unconstitutional to issue a 


general warrant of arrest. The persons to be 


arrested must first be designated; otherwise the 
whole city might be brought up here on the war- 
rant, or all the persons who had been in the 
galleries. 

Mr. EWING wasinclined to think we had pow- 
er to arrest in the Senate Chamber for an actual 
interruption in the Senate, without a warrant, but 
not out of the Senate Chamber without a warrant. 
Nor could a warrant be issued, without designating 
the individuals to be arrested. The galleries had 


now all been cleared, no person remained, except į 


privileged individuals. He would not give his 


consent to a general warrant to arrest individuals. ! 


|| selves, 


The VICE PRESIDENT remarked that the 
order to clear the galleries having been executed, 
he was of opinion the motion to lay on the table 
was now in order. 

Mr. BIBB said that no one regretted: more than 
he did himself, the disorder which had occurred. 


He regretted the order to clear the galleries, be-- 


cause they were attended generally by persons 
‘who were unacquainted with the rules of order of 
the Senate. The galleries were now cleared, but 
it had gone further. An order to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to arrest persons generally was moved for. 
And from time immemorial, in England, it was 
contrary to every principle of liberty to issue gen- 
eral warrants. Such was the rule in courts of 
justice, and if so there, it was equally fit to apply 
here. We should get into greater difficulties if 
we were to attempt to arrest on such general 
powers. He would always vote, in case of in- 
terruption, for a motion to clear the galleries, but 
beyond that was a dangerous exercise of power. 

Mr. BENTON asked what was the motion be- 
fore the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied that it was 
his motion to order the Sergeant-at-Arms to take 
the offenders into custody. 3 

Mr. BENTON observed that the persons who 
were in the galleries had all gone. 
however, remark, that he made no motion fora 
general warrant; his motion was to take into cus- 
tody the persons who were over his head, not to 
send the officer in pursuit of any one. It was to 
arrest them instanter. He would allow no one to 
say that he moved for, or was in favor of, a gen- 
eral warrant of arrest. Butthe business was now 
at an end. If one party commenced applause, it 
followed, of course, that the other would respond 
by hissing, and his motion applied as well to the 
one as the other. And he trusted that no one 
who was now taking notes of our remarks here, 
would represent him as being in favor of issuing 
general warrants. [He would withdraw his mo- 
tion, because the people in the galleries were all 
ZONE. - 

Mr. LEIGH resumed— 

The justice which he thought he owed to Mr. 
Clay, he was happy to give him. But he returned 
to the protest of the President of the United States. 
He spoke of the life he had devoted in the service 
of his country; of his scars obtained in that ser- 
vice; of his advanced age; and of the hopes which 


-he now cherishes, directed to the Throne of Grace, 


before which he thinks he shall shortly appear. 
His gray hairs are addressed to the people of the 
United States to sustain his protest, and these are 
the only efficient reasons he has given. Mr. L. 
said he did not know of the President’s scars, but 
he would not doubt them, if he said they were 
upon his person. He knew this individual at one 
time personally, and he knew him well; he hac 
attentively watched his Official life, both before and 
since his elevation to the presidency of the United 
States, and he confidently declared that he was a 
man of undoubted veracity. Butnot having found 
his revolutionary services recorded in the history 
of the times, unless those services are handed 
down in the papers of the times, they will be lost. 
As to his public services, and his only services, 
they were the victory of New Orleans. In regard 
to that, he would say nothing of the facts, or what 
he thought of the President in a constitutional 
point of view; he would sink all that, for under 
all the circumstances in which the country was 
placed at that time, the victory of New Orleans 
was one of the most important victories on record. 
But Mr. L. affirmed that never had a hero, in any 
age, obtained such a mass of military renown from 
a single victory, as the President had received for 
that; and he ventured to say, that he would find 
five hundred brigadier generals in the revolutions 
of France who had equally distinguished them- 
As to the President’s gray hairs on which 
he draws inspirations of heavenly blessings, he 
(Mr. L.) knew him too well to believe that the 


! frosts of age had quenched the boilings of his 


bosom. He ratherreminded him of Mount Etna, 
whose summit was capped with eternal snow, but 
which was always vomiting forth its liquid fire. 
Mr. L. said he had intended saying agood deal 
more, but the late interruption had driven away 
his thoughts on the subject. He concluded by 


expressing a hope that the course which the 


He would, 


. 
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Senate would pursue upon this subject would be 
adopted in that spirit of moderation and temper- 


ance which should characterize this body. | 


Mr. EWING then rose, and expressed a wish 
to be heard, but yielded the foor to 

Mr. WILKINS, who moved to lay the subject 
on the table, and that tbe Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business 


Mr. CLAYTON said he was opposed to the |j 


motion, and hoped the Senate would go on with 
the debate on this question. He was in favor of | 
adopting an illustrious example in England so | 
early as the year 1641, in the early part of the 
reign of Charies the First, upon a question of 
kingly prerogative, where the rights of the Parlia- 

ment had been asserted. He hoped the Senate 
would go into no executive business, nor confirm 
any’executive nominations, till we asserted the 
rights and privileges of the Senate, as well as our 
dignity and the dighity of the States we repre- 
sented, He denied all right in the Executive to 
send such a message here. Let us not at his 
pidding pass upon any appropriation bills for the 
support of the country, or upon any Executive | 
nominations, until this great question of right 
and privilege is decided. 


ge 
paper 
leges 
settle 
body as a mere dependent part of the Government, 
or a ccérdinate branch of the Government. 

Mr. WILKINS said the gentleman from Dela- 
ware was mistaken in the object of his motion. 
He gave notice this morning that 
this motion. The business he alluded to was of 
great importan 
which that gentleman understood c 


was a palpable breach of the rights and privi- 


ce-—-it was in reference to a treaty 
onnected with 


| 
our foreign relations. l 
t 


Mr. CLAYTON said that all other business 
was immaterial—there was none more important 
than the vindication of the dignity of the Senate, 
and he would oppose going into the consideration 
of any other business till that was decided on. 

Mc. SPRAGUE said, that although it was de- 
sirable that the business should be acted on soon, 
it was not necessary to-day or to-morrow. 

Mr. WILKINS then withdrew the motion, and 
gave notice that he would renew it again on Mon- 
day, after the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewine] 
should have concluded his remarks. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friary, April 18, 1834. ; 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported an amendment to the billamenda- 
tory of the several acts in relation to the relief of 
insolvent debtors; which was agreed to, and the 
bill, as amendea, was ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow. . 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill supplementary to an act 
to carry into effect the treaty between the United 
States and the King of the Two Sicilies; which 
was read twice, and committed. ` 

Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, 


reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt. || 


Read twice, and committed. . 

Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, reported a bill for the 
relief of James Young. Read twice, and com- 
mitted. ` VA 

Mr. ALLEN, from the same committe 
ported a bill for the relief of Henry Offat. 
twice, and committed. i 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Armstrong Bailey. Read twice, and further con- 
sideration postponed. . 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Committee on 
the Library, reported a joint resolution from the 
Senate for the purchase of a certain number of 
copies of the Laws of the United States, with an 
amendment, i 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, three thousand | 
extra copies ofthe report of Lieutenant Allen, who 


e, re~ 


Read 


Mr. CALHOUN heartily concurred with the | 
nileman from Delaware, (Mr. Ciayron.] The || 


of the Senate, and until this question was |; 
d he did not know whether to consider this || 


he would make || 


ee : 
| Mr. HEATH moved a suspension of the rules 
of the House, in order to enable him to offer the.|; town, the Patriotic Bank, and the Bank of Alexan- 
| dria, situated in the District of ‘Columbia, and to 


\ 


i 
i 


i 
i 
j 
i 


| the motion, and they were ordered. 


P 


accompanied Mr. Schoolcraft in his tour through 
Louisiana, &«., were ordered to be printed. 


following resolution: - 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to deposite in the Bank of the United 
States and its branches, from the first day of May 
next, and until the expiration of its charter, all the 
accruing revenues of the Government. A 

Mr. BURGES acked the mover to alter the last 
word to. ** nation,” instead of ‘* Government.” 

The CHAIR said that when the House had 
determined to receive the resolution, it might be 
modified cr amended. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays on 


The question being taken, the motion was re- 


| the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgs- 


ii inquire into the causes which have. Jed gto’ the > 


| said banks, with the power to send for persons and 
i papers, and thatthe committee be directed ‘to report 
| che result of their proceedings to:this House. 

Mr. HARDIN offered the following armendment 
to the resolution, to be added after the last clause: 

And to inquire into the present condition of the: 
| Bank cf the Metropolis; and also. what. is the 
| amount of its debts and obligations, and the means 
i: it has to pay them; and particularly the species of 
| property it possesses, and whatamount is due to 
the bank from its officers or any of them. 


jected—yeas 83, vays £9, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 


| Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ash- |! 
‘ley, Barber, Barnitz, Bates, Baylies, J. M. Bell, | 
| Briggs, Bull, Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, || 
Chilton, Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Cor- |: 


win, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, W.R. 
Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Denny, 


| Dickson, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Fior- 


ace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Philo 


C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Garland, Gbolson, |i 


Gordon, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hardin, James 


Harper, [lazeltine, Meath, Hiester, Jabez W. |! 
Huntington, Jackson, William Cost Johnson, į; 


King, G. W. Lay, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, 
McComas, McKennan, Milligan, Moore, Potts, 
Ramsay, Reed, Selden, William B. Shepard, 
William Slade, Stewart, W. P. Taylor, Philemon 


| Thomas, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, 


Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, S. Clark, Coffee, Cramer, Day, 
D. W. Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, W. 
K. Fuller, Galbraith, Giliet, Gilmer, Joseph Hall, 
Halsey, Hannegan, J. M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, 
Cave Johnson, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawrence, L. Lea,T. Lee, Leavitt, 
Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, J. K. Mann, Moses Mason, 
Melintire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, Me- 
Lene, McVean, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, 
Parker, Patton, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, Pierce, 
Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, 
C. Slade, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, W. Taylor, 
F. Thomas, Thomson, Turril, Vanderpoel, Van 
Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, 
Whallon, C. P. White—89. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved the suspension of the 
rules, in order to offer a resolution requiring in- 
formation from the Post Office Department, which, 
he said, would be of use when the debate was 
resumed on the appropriation bill. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. JARVIS moved the suspension of the 
rules, in order to allow him to offer a resolution 
for inquiring into the causes of the suspension of 
specie payments by the Bank of Washington, the 


| Bank of Alexandria, the Patriotic Bank, and the 


Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown; 
and thereupon he asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. - 

Mr. HARDIN said if the mover of the resolu- 
tion wouid modify it so as to embrace an inquiry 
into the situation of each of the banks in the Dis- | 
trict, he would cheerfully support it. 

Mr. WILDE asked if the motion could be post- | 


oned. i 
The CHAIR replied that a motion to postpone į 
would not be in order. | 
Mr. ARCHER asked the mover if he was will- | 
ing to extend the inquiry. | 
The CHAIR stated that when the resolution | 
was before the House it could be modified or| 
amended. 
Mr. JARVIS said he was willing to make the | 
resolution as comprehensive as any member might | 
wish. ; 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, it || 


was determined in the affirmative, 149 to 23. 
The resolution being received, it was read, as | 
follows: 


IE 


: Mr. JARVIS then moved to suspend the- rules 
ii of the House, which set apart this day for the 
i: consideration of private business, in order to pro- 
i: ceed to the consideration of the resolution. ‘The 
| motion was rejected, 


Mr. POLK moved that the rules of the House 
i be suspended, in order to take up the general 
appropriation bill, but withdrew it at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. ARCHER, in order to dispose of 
ome bills on the table. 

The bill for the relief. of David Kilbourn being 
‘taken up, on motion of Mr. POLK, it was post- 


| 
j 


poned. TTAN 
|” The bill for the relief -of Gaetano Carusi being 
| taken up, and some debate being likely to arise, 
i Mr. POLK renewed his motion to suspend the 
rules, in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the appropriation bill. : 
: Mr. McKIM asked 
|! they were ordered. ` 
{ The question being taken, the motion was lost. 
| Ayes 92, noes 65, (not iwo- thirds,} as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
|| William Allen, Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 
|| Beaumont, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bunch, Cam- 
| breleng, Carr, Casey, S. Clark, Coffee, Connor, 
Í Day, D. W. Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fow- 
|i ler, William K. Fuller, Garland, Gillet, Gorham, 
i J. Hall, T. H. Hall, Halsey, Hannegan, J.M. 
i! Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hazel- 
|! tine, Howell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Noadiah 
| Johnson, Cave Johnson, B. Jones, King, Kin- 
i nard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Luke Lea, T. Lee, 
| Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, A. Mann, J. K. 
i Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, McIntire, McKay, : 
McKim. McKinley, McLene, McVean; Osgood,’ 
Page, Parke, Parker, Patterson, D; J. Pearce, 
Peyton, F. Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, 
Schenck, Smith, Speight, Standifer, William Tay- 
| lor, Thomson, Turner, Turrill,. Vanderpoel, Van: 
| Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, 
| Whalion, and C. P. White—92. fas: 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, H. Allen, C. 
Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, Barringer, Bates, 
Beatty, James M. Bell, Briggs, Bull, Burges, Cha- 
ney, Chilton, Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, 
Corwin, Crane, Darlington, A. Davis, Denny, 
Dickson, Duncan, H. Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, 
Foot, P. C. Faller, Graham, Grennell, Griffin, H 
| Hall, Hardin, James Harper, Heath, Hiester, J. 
|W. Huntington, William Cost Johnson, Lincoln, 
| Love, Martindale, McCarty, McKennan, Moore, 
| Murphy, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Selden, W.B. 
| Sheperd, Sloane, Spangler, P. Thomas, Tweedy, 
| Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, 
| F. Whittlesey, E. Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, 
| Wise, and Young—65. 

The SPEAKER. communicated a letter from thé 
Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the 
| Chief Engineer, respecting the expense of repair- 
| ing the Cumberland road; algo, a report from the 
| same, in relation to the improvement of the navi- 
: gation of the Monongahela; which were severally 
| referred. ; 
' Mr. WISE, of Virginia, asked the unanimous 
| consent of the House to submit resolutions rela- 

ive to the extent and limits of the legislative 
and control of 


for the yeas and nays, and 


i 
! 
| 
| 
| 


power, in relation to the custody 
| the public money. 
An objection being made, 
Mr. WISE moved the suspension of the rule, 
and theréupon asked the yeas and nays; which 
| were ordered. 

Mr. LOVE moved. a call of the House, which 
was ordered and commenced. 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
vestigate the situation of the Bank of Washington, | 


| 
j 
i Upon going through with the roll, 140 members 


| recent suspension of specie payments by the afore-:-) ° 


830 


Upon the second call 163 members answered to 
their ngmes. . 

The Clerk proceeded to call the absentees. 

Mr. BINNEY’S name being called, Mr. WAT- 
MOUGHI offered in excuse for the absence of his 


colleague, that he was carried to Philadelphia by |! 


business, and moved that he be excused. Agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN’S name being called, Mr. CRA- 
MER stated that he was absent on account of the 
sickness of his family. ‘ 

Mr. BROWN was excused for his absence. 

Mr. WARD moved to suspend the further pro- 
ceeding in the call. è : 

Mr. WILLIAMS opposed the motion, and it 
was lost. 

Mr. CARMICHAEL was excused, it being 
stated that he was confined at home by illness. 

Mr. CHOATE and Mr. C. C. CLAY were 
excused for similar reasons. 

Mr. DICKERSON was excused, it being stated 
that he wag absent on business. ; 

The following members were excused for various 
reasons—-Messrs. GRAYSON, HAMER, and 
HARD. 

Mr. LANE moved that all further proceedings 
in the call be suspended, and.that the doors be 
opened. Rejected. : 

The following gentlemen were excused: Messrs. 
HENDERSON, HAWES, CHINN, LEWIS, 
LAY, McDUFFIE, MILLER, MITCHELL, 
MILLIGAN, SUTHERLAND, TOMPKINS, 
JACKSON, and WAYNE. 

. Several other members were excused; when 

Mr. MANN moved to suspend all further pro: 
ceeding in the call. Rejected. 

After rejecting an excuse offered for the absence 
of Mr. HARDIN, the House again refused to 
suspend the call. : 

Mr. PLUMMER moved that the members now 
in the Capitol be allowed to enter the Hall. , 

The CHAIR stated the motion was notin order, 
according to the 55th rule. 

_ Mr. PLUMMER moved that Messrs. KAVA- 
NAGH and DENNY, who were in sight in the 
gallery, be admitted. 

The CHAIR stated that the motion was not in 
order. 

The CHAIR stated that one hundred and sev- 
enty members were now in attendance, and that 
ten or fifteen more were in the Capitol, as he was 
informed by the Doorkeeper. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved that the doors be 


opened for the purpose of admitting those mem- |! 


bers who were now at the doors of the House, 
without being taken into custody under the rule, 
Agreed to. Z 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved that all further pro- 
ceedings in the call be suspended. Rejected. 

The absentees having been again called, 

Mr. CONNOR moved that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be directed to bring the absentees before the 
House. 


Mr. BURGES suggested the expediency of | 


postponing the motion till to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. POLK said that he recollected. one instance 
in which the call of the House had proceeded one 
step beyond that which it had gone to-day, and 
then messengers were sent to the absentees in- 
forming them that the House had called and re- 
quested their attendance, without taking them into 
custody, and he suggested that this course be now 
pursued. 

Mr. CONNOR modified his motion according 
to the suggestion of Mr. POLK, and it was agreed 


to. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. HUBBARD called for tellers; and the 
question being taken, the motion was lost—yeas 
74, nays 78. 

Mr. GILLET moved to suspend all further 
proceedings on the call, and to open the doors. 


Mr. WARDWELL asked for the yeas and || 


nays; which were refused. 

The motion was agreed to by a vote of 90 to 
76. 

So all further proceeding in the call was sus- 
pended, and the doors of the House were ordered 
to be opened. 


{ 


|| Mr. PEYTON. 


The question then\recurred on the motion of 
Mr. WISE, of Virginia, to suspend the rules of 
the House for the purpose of enabling him to 
offer his resolutions. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, the 
motion was rejected—yeas 103, nays 93, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Al- 
| ten, Chilton Allan, William Allen, Archer, Ashley, 
Banks, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, 
Beaty, Jas. M. Bell, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Burges, 
Bynum, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, 
Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, 
Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Dar- 
| lington, Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Deberry, 
Denny, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Ed- | 
| ward Everett, Horace Everett, Ewirg, Fillmore, 
Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, 


Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hail, Hardin, 
| James Harper, FRazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez 
W. Huntington, Wihiam C. Johnson, King, Lay, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshall, John 
Y. Mason, McCarty, McComas,McKennon,Mer- 
cer, Moore, Patton, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Peyton, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Selden, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, | 
Spangler, Stewart, Stoddert, William P. Taylor, 
| Philemon Thomas, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Wat- 
mough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wil- 
son, Wise, and Young—103. : 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, Anthony, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Boon, 
Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Sam- 
uel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Cramer, Day, Dickinson, 
Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas I. Hall, 
Halsey, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper,Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, | 
Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, 
Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah 
Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, 
| McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, | 
| McVean, Milligan, Murphy, Osgood,Page,Parks, 
Parker, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 
Pope, Schenck, Schley, Smith, Speight, Standifer, 
| William Taylor, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
| Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Web- 
ster, Whallon, and Campbell P. White—93. 

Mr. WISE gave notice that he should renew the 
motion every day during the session. 

Mr. PEYTON rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the 
| honorable gentleman from Virginia has notified 
| the House that he will offer the resolutions which 
| have just been rejected, every day during the ses- | 
i sion, unless they are received. I voted for the 
| Suspension of the rule, to enable the gentleman to 
| bring foward his resolutions, because I intended ; 
| to offer an amendment in lieu of the whole of those 
| resolutions, I now, sir, notify the House, and 
| that gentleman, that f shall offer the resolutions 
| which I hold in my hand, as a substitute, when- | 
‘ever the honorable member from Virginia shall 
| offer his resolutions. I move, Mr. Speaker, that 
| the rule be suspended for the reading of the reso- 
‘lutions which I send to the table. 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. P. that it was | 
| not in order to offer a substitute for reselutions 
which were not received by the House. : 
Then, Mr. Speaker, I offer 
| them as original resolutions, and ask for a suspen- 
| sion ofthe rule. Ifwe are to have the question, let 
| us meet it fully. 

The reading of the resolutions was called for, 
| and they were read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States, 
| in the late executive proceedings in relation to the 
public revenue, has not assumed “ upon himself 
authority and power not conferred by the Consti- 
i tution and laws,” but that he has acted in con- 
‘formity to both. 


| in a late resolution passed by that body, in the 
words following, to wit: * Resolved, That the 
|‘ President, in the late executive proceeding in 
| ‘ relation to the public revenue, has assumed upon 
‘himself authority and power not conferred by 


| ‘the Constitution and laws, but in derogation of 
'*both’’—have, by that resolution, adopted not 


The SPEAKER was proceeding to a count of 
the House, when, at the suggestion of several of 
Mr. Pryron’s friends, he observed that he would 


| withdraw his resolutions for the present, pledging 


himself to bring them forward as a substitute for 
the resolutions of the gentleman from Virginia, 
whenever they were presented. 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. PEYTON withdrew, for the present, his 
motion, stating that he should renew. it when the 


s | resolution of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Garland, Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, |} j E ; 8 [ 


Wise] should be offered. 
On motion of Mr. LANE, 
The House adjournéd. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, April 19, 1834. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, presented a report with a bill to 
provide for the printing of five thousand copies of 
“ Cavalry Instructions for the use of the Militia of 
the United States;” and 

Mr. WILLIAMS, a bill for increasing the sal- 
aries of the judges of the United States for the 
Territories of Arkansas, Michigan, and Florida; 
all which bills were read twice and committed, and 
ordered to be read a third time. ` 


Mr. CLAYTON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit the following: 
Resolved, That a special committee be appointed 


| for the purpose of inquiring into the expediency 


of equalizing and reducing the salaries of officers 
and all other expenses of Government in every 
department thereof, where the same can be consti- 
tutionally done; and, also, to abolish such offices 
as may bedeemed unnecessary; and that they have 
power to report by bill or otherwise. 

Some members objecting, 

Mr. CLAYTON moved a suspension of the 
rule, to enable him to offer it,on which motion the 
yeas and nays were ordered; yeas 127, nays 16. - 

And the resolution having been submitted— 

Mr. JARVIS proposed an amendment, which 
he hoped the member from Georgia would accept, 
as a modification, viz: to insert after the word 
“unnecessary,” ”andalso of increasing the compen- 
sation of officers, whose salaries or emoluments 
are inadequate to the services performed by them. 

Mr. CLAYTON accepted it. 

Mr. EWING demanded the yeas and nays on 
the resolution as modified. Ordered. 

Mr. PARKER said, that as he presumed this 
amendment was intended as a substitute for that 
which was already presented tothe House by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vance,] he desired 
that it shouid not be immediately adopted until 
members should ascertain whether it might not be 
made more general. He moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the resolution until Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY inquired if the suspension 
of the rule entitled the subject to be considered in 
preference to other resolutions before the House? 

The SPEAKER responded in the affirmative. 

Mr. PARKER then said, in compliance with 
the wishes of many members, he would withdraw 
his motion to postpone. ; 
_ Mr. VANGE said he felt it necessary to state, 
in answer to the remarks of the gentleman from 
New Jersey, (Mr. Parxer,] thatheadhered to his 
amendment; he had no knowledge of, or any un- 
derstanding with, the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Ciayton,] and did not know he had even 
an intention of presenting such a resolution; but 


'Rescwed, That the Senate of the United States, | notwithstanding that this was the first intimation 
3 a > 


which he had of it, he would vote for it cheerfully. 

Mr. PARKER, in explanation, said that he was 
misconceived by the gentleman from Ohio. He 
had not said that there was any understanding on 
the subject between the two gentlemen. The 
resolution, it would be observed, would have the 
same effect, and only brought the subject up in a 
more tangible shape. 


1834. 


` 
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Mr. PLUMMER proposed to add the following, 
as an amendment to the resolution: 

.« And also into the expediency of reducing the 
compensati6n of the members of Congress.” 

Mr. CLAYTON said, if the resolution he pro- 
posed was examined into, it would be found to | 
provide for reduction into all salaries derivable 
under the Government, and which would include 
the pay to members, He would remark, that 
what had been stated by the gentleman from Ohio 
was strictly correct. He had not had any conver- 
sation with him as to this proposition. He had 
been prompted to make it solely from having as- 
certained, from many members, that if such a res- 
olution should be proposed, they would support it. 
He believed the sense of the House had been | 
sufficiently expressed, and that as the atterapt of | 
the gentleman from Ohio to procure retrenchment, 
through the medium of the bills making appropri- | 
ations for the salaries of public officers, would | 
prove abortive, he desired to bring up the subject 
ina shape unconnected with any appropriation bill; | 
and if his proposition was adopted , he should desire | 
that the amendment proposed by the gentleman , 
from Ohio should cease. The whole matter was, 
in fact, unpremeditated on his part. 

Mr. HARDIN hoped ‘that the member from 
Mississippi would modify his amendment so as to 
include with the pay of members that which was 
paid them in the shape of ‘ mileage.” 

Mr, PLUMMER assented, and 

Mr. CLAYTON agreed to modify his resolution | 
go as to include these amendments. 

The resolution, as modified, was then agreed 
to—yeas 183, nays 2. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, then asked the unan- | 
imous consent of the House to offer the resolutions 
presented by him yesterday, as follows: 

Resolved, That the custody and control of the 
publie moneys of the United States not appropria- 
ted by law, and not disbursed under appropriations | 
by law, are, by the Constitution, placed under the H 
order and direction of the Congress of the United 
States. A 

Resolved, That no change of the Constitution 
of the United States is necessary to authorize the 
Congress of the United States to intrust the cus- 
tody of the public money, not appropriated by law, 
and not disbursed under appropriation by law, to 

‘other agency than that of the executive depart- 
ment, and that the custody of the public money 
must not be necessarily, under the Constitution, |j 
intrusted to the executive department. 

Resolved, That Congress can take out of the 
hands of the executive department the custody of 
the public property, or money, without an assump- i 
tion of executive power, or a subversion of. the 
first principles of the Constitution, by the repeal | 
and enactment of suck laws as may be necessary 
to that end. 

An objection being made— | 

Mr. W. then moved a suspension of the rule, | 
and asked the yeas and nays on the motion, which | 
were ordered, and the House refused to suspend— 
yeas 99, nays 91, (not two thirds.) 

Mr. PEYTON rose to remark, that he also must 
request a suspension of the rule, to again offer 
the resolutions presented by him-inserted in our 
paper of Saturday—for it was inevitable that the 
question involved in them must come up before 
the House. 

Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend. Ordered. 

Mr. MOORE rose to a question of order. He 
desired to know if it was nota violation of order 
to propose resolutions of this character in relation | 
to the other branch of the Legislature? 

The SPEAKER remarked that this was a sub- 
ject for discussion when the Louse should suspend 
its rules, and not on a motion to suspend therm. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH inquired whether there 
was. any objection made to the Fesolutions? He 
believed not. 

The SPEAKER. 
this inquiry of every indivi 

After a remark from Mr. 
point of order— 

The question on suspen 
and negatived—yeas 96, nays 

The House refused to suspe 
purpose of enabling Mr, STE 
a motion made by him on Thurs 
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It was not for him to make 
dual member. 


MERCER, as to the 


ding the rules was put, 
99. 

nd the rules for the | 
WART to take up 
day, for the print- 


| objections under the circumstances. 


| test sent on the 17th instant, was received from 
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ing of an extra number of copies of the report 
presented on the condition, &c., of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal. 


MR. WISE’S RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to permit him to give some 
explanation in reference to a vote given by him 
on the motion made by the member from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Wise] yesterday, and which he con- 
sidered it was necessary for him to make, in con- 
sequence of some comments which appeared rela- 
ting to the subject, in one of the city papers, [the 
Intelligencer. ] s 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON moved a suspension 
the rule, 

The SPEAKER inquired what rule? 

Mr. R. M.JOHNSON. All therules; soasto į 
let the member have an opportunity to explain. 

The SPEAKER. The explanation can only 
be given by unanimous consent; and this has been 
withheld. 

Mr..R. M. JOHNSON, and Mr. THOMSON, 
of Ohio, appealed to the House to withdraw the 


i 


of 


"They were, however, repeated; and the House 
proceeded to the order of the day, being the con- 
sideration of private bills. 

ree bill for the relief of E. Brooke was post- 
poned. 

The bill for the relief of John Wilson, and the 
bill to compensate for property lost, burnt, or 
destroyed by the enemy during the last war, were |) 
read a third time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Connor in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill to compensate Susan 
Decatur and others, 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke at length, and with 
much zeal and ability, in support of the bill. 

Mr. PARKER offered an amendment to the 
bill; which was rejected. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, offered an 
! amendment, which was also rejected. 

The bill was then, on motion of Mr. ARCHER, 
laid aside, and the next taken up, viz: the bill for 
the relief of the representatives of Richard W. 
Meade, deceased. 

After some conversation on the subject of the 
latter bill, 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again 
upon the bill for the relief of Susan Decatur, and 
the bill for the relief of the representatives of Rich- 
ard W. Meade, deceased. 

On moticn of Mr. CHILTON, 

The House adjourned. 


1 


Correction.—It was erroneously stated in our | 
report of the proceedings in the call of the House | 
on Friday, that Messrs. Kavanacu and Denny 
were the members referred to as. being in sight 1n 
the gallery. They both answered to the first call, | 
and Mr. Denny was present during the whole 
proceeding. 


IN SENATE. 
Monvay, April 21, 1834. 
The following message, explanatory of the Pro- 


the President of the United States by Mr. Donex- 
son, his Private Secretary: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

Having reason to believe that certain passages | 
contained in my message and protest transmitted || 
to the Senate on the 17th instant may be misun- 
derstood, l think it proper to state that it was not 
| my intention to deny in the said message the power 
ve department to provide 
safe-keeping, and dispo- 
ey and property of the 


| 
‘ and right of the legislati 
| by law for the custody, 
sition of the public mon 
United States. 

Although [ am well sat 
struction is not warranted 
in that message, yet aware, f 
detached passages of an argumentative document, 
‘when disconnected from their context, and con- 
| sidered without reference to previous limitations, 

and the particular positions they were intended to 
refute or to establish, may be made to bear a con- 


i 
i | 
| isfied that such a con- 
by anything contained 
from experience, that 


i 
i 
| 
| 


i suppfemental message of t 


struction varying altogether from the sentiments 
really entertained and intended to be expressed, 
and deeply solicitous that my views on this point 
should not, either now or hereafter, be misappre- 
hended, I have deemed it due to the gravity of 
the subject, to the great interest it invelves, and 
to the Senate, as well as to myself, to embrace the 
earliest opportunity to make this communication. 
I admit, without reserve, as I have before done, 
the constitutional power of the Legislature to. pre- 
scribe, by law, the place or places in which the 
public money or other property is to be deposited, 
and to make such regulations concerning its cus-~ 
tody, removal, or disposition, as they may think 
properto enact. Nordo I claim for the Executive 
any right to the possession or disposition of the 
public property or treasure, or any authority to 
interfere with the same, except when such posses- 
sion, disposition, or authority, is given to him by 
law. Nor do I claim the right in any manner to 
supervise or interfere with the persons intrusted 
with such property or treasure, unless he be an 
officer whose appointment is, under the Constitu- 
tion and laws, devolved upon the President, alone, 
or in conjunction with the Senate, and for whose 
conduct he is constitutionally responsible. ` 
As the message and protest referred to may 
appear on the journals of the Senate, and remain 
among the recorded documents of the nation, Tam: 
unwilling that opinions should be imputed to me, 
even through misconstruction, which I do not en- 
tertain, and more particularl,, am I solicitous that 
I may not be supposed to claim for myself, or my 
successors, any power or authority not clearly 
granted to the President by the Constitution and 
laws. I have therefore respectfully to request that 
this communication may be considered a part of 
that message; and that it may be entered therewith 
on the Journals of the Senate. j 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
April Qist, 1834. $ 


After the message had been read— 


Mr. POINDEXTER rose and said, he desired 
to make the same motion in regard to this, that 
he had made relative to the original message; he 
moved to lay this on the table, and would send to 
the Chair certain resolutions which he offered asa 
modification of his original motion, that the paper 
| be not received, and which he moved to’print. 

The resolutions were reád as follows: RT 

1. Resolved, That the President, in transmitting 
the paper which he-did to the Senate on the 17th 
instant, which he requested to be placed on its 
Journals, as an executive protest, against a reso- 
lution passed by the Senate, made a communica- 

ized by the Constitution, nor war- 


© 


tion net authori 
ranted by that mutual interchange of communica 
tions which the discharge of official duties renders 
necessary and proper between the legislative and 
executive departments. 

9, Resolved, That the President, in the paper 
above referred to, assumes powers in relation to 
the Senate not authorized by the Constitution, and 
calculated in its consequences to destroy that har- 
mony which ought to exist between the coördi- 
nate departments of the General Government; to 
interfere with the Senatè in the discharge of its 
duties; to degrade it in the public opinion, and, 
finally, to destroy its independence, by subjecting 
its rights and duties to the determination and con- 


‘trol of the Chief Magistrate. 


3. Resolved, That the communication of a paper 
of such a character, with the declaration that ac- 
companied it, isa plain and open breach of thecon- 
stitutional rights and privileges of the Senate; and 
that it cannot be received by this body without à 
surrender of the just powers confided to it by the 
Constitution, in trust, to secure the liberty and pro- 
mote the prosperity of these States,and which the 
members are bound to maintain, under the sacred 
obligations of an oath. 

4. Resolved, therefore, 
received by the Senate. 

A debate of some leng 


That the paper be not 


th then ensued upon. the 
he President and Mr. 
Porspexter’s motion, in which Messrs. PRES- 
TON, FORSYTH, EWING, POINDEXTER, 
CLAYTON, WEBSTER, and- CLAY, partici- 

ated. 

The supplemental m 
table, and the Senate proceeded t 


essage was then laid on the 
o the 
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7 
SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY, | 

Being the motion of Mr. Poinpexrer, that the | 
President’s protest be not received, as modified |! 
by his resolutions. i 

Mr. EWING then took the floor, and spoke at | 
length in support of the motion and the resolutions; 
and when he concluded, 

Mr. KANE rose to speak upon the question, 
bat expressed his readiness to yield the floor-to į 
Mr. Wixuns, if he wished to move to go into the | 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. WILKINS then made that motion, accom- | 
panied by another to lay the subject under dis- 
cussion on the table. . 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, before the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Kans) proceeded, he wished to move 
an amendment to the resolution; after the words 
“ passed by the Senate,” in the first resolution, 
insert * in the words following, to wit:”’ 

{Here inserting the protest at leneth, and also 
the supplemental message. } 

Mr. LEIGH asked whether he was to under- 
stand that the mere motion of the gentleman from 
Georgia would have the effect of spreading the 
protest on the Journal? 

The Presiding Officer [Mr. Kina] replied that it 
would. 

Mr. BIBB then objected to the motion as being 
out of order, inasmuch as it went to defeat the 
very intention of the resolution. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought it a very novel case. | 
The object of all rules was to carry into effect the 
intention of the body, and the very point under 
debate was, whether the paper should go on the 
journals. [He therefore submitted whether the main 
object could thus be defeated by a side movement. 

Mr. FORSYTH desired to incorporate the true 
character of the message into the resolutions, in 
order that both might be presented together. 

Mr. CALHOUN then insisted that Mr. FOR- 
SYTH/’S motion be reduced to writing, in accord- 
ance with the rules. 

Some conversation then took place between | 
Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. CLAY, and the Secretary, 
about certain alterations alleged to have been 
made in the protest after ithad been presented to 
the Senate—the printed copy aot being identical 
with the manuscript message. 

The Ssererary being called on to explain that 
matter, stated that the Private Secretary of the | 
President, Mr. Donelson, called on him the day 
following the presentation of the message, and 
desired to make a few verbal corrections of errors, 
which he eaid existed in the message. But the 
Secretary believing that he had no authority to 
allow any, the least alteration to be made in the 
paper, told Mr. Donelson so, who was perfectly 
satisfied with the answer. The Secretary after- 
wards made pencil marks of the corrections sug- 
gested by Mr. Donelson, above the words in the | 
manuscript proposed to be struck out, which now 
appear on the paper. 

Mr. FORSYTH then sent to the Chair the ori- 
ginal paper, as his motion reduced to writing, in | 
accordance with the requisition of Mr. CAL- | 
HOUN to that effect. 

«Mr. POINDEXTER: and Mr. CALHOUN 
then objected that the document itself could not 
be so used—that it was out of order. 

The CHAIR decided thatit was in order. 

Mr. CALHOUN then appealed from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. WEBSTER approved of the appeal. If 
the motion was rejected, the gentleman frem Geor- 
gia might pot the document in his pocket, and | 
move off with it. It was our own document, not | 
that he bad any particular desire to have it, but | 
he would rather have it in our own power. The | 
gentleman had no right to the document of the 
Senate. 

Mr. PRESTON said it was remarkable how 
gentlemen contrived to make one document per- 
form so many offices. One day it was a protest, 
ancther ananswer. And whilein discussion here 
it assumes another shape by the interposition of | 
the Private Secretary of the President, and now it | 
is an amendment to a resolution, | 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would not hesitate to | 
withdraw his objection, if the gentleman from | 
Georgia would withdraw his motion, and send the | 
paper back where it came from. 5 l 


ii 
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| 


| The rules of the Senate did not require him tc 


! Senate, and he had a right to alter it till it was 
| received by the Senate. And what were the alrera 


i that as the sufficiency or insufficiency of thereasons 


| justification of the removal of the deposites had 
| not been reported upon, the people of the United 


| question by them. 


Mr. FORSYTH said he might suppose from the 
manner in which his motion had been treated, that | 
gentlemen intended to deprive him of his right to 
have his proposed amendment on the journals. 


have his motion written cut expressly for the 
purpose; for if he should be required to copy the 
message, it.would take him several hours, and the 
time for offering it would passaway. The gentle- 
men were to use itas a means of invective against 
the President, and he (Mr. F.) was nat to be per- 
mitted to use it ih his defence. As respects the 
alleged alterations, he would say, that the paper | 
was the President’s till it was received by the 


tions? Was there any attempt at fraud orcovertly 
effecting them? The President did not desire, nor 


had ever said or done, either kere or elsewhere. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN then moved that the 
Senate adjourn; which was agreed topon a divis- 
ion, of 19 to 18. 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 21, 1834. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

The unfinished business of the last petition day 
being a motion submitted by Mr. Evans, of Maine, 
to correct a memorial and certain resolutions pre- 
sented by him from a large number of citizens of 


rassment from an unexampled scarcity of money, 
&c.,) and referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, with instructions to report a resolution 
declaring that a Bank of the United States is neces- 
sary, expedient, and ought to be established— 
Mr. EVANS advocated his motion, on theground 


given to the House by Mr. Secretary Taney in 


Sates, if this was net done, would have a right to 
suppose that this question had been purposely 
evaded, instead of having been fairly met—as he 
contended it should have been—the former reso- 
lutions reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Meana, and upon which the House had voted, not 
having touched the sufficiency or insufficiency of 
the reasons, which must be considered as the main 
He then went at large into the 
general bank subject; dwelling upon the utility of 
the present or a similar institution; and deprecating 
any substitution of the State banks in its place, to 
transact the business of the Government and of the 
nation. He reviewed the reasons of the Secretary, 
and argued from them, that as they were not sufi- 
cient to justify him in “ the experiment” which 
was now bringing disastrous consequences to the 
country, the remuval of the deposites ought not to 
have been attempted without these consequences 
having been foreseen, and, as they ought to have 
been, avoided. Ife censured the whole conduct of 
the President, as arising from a determination on 
his part to put down the bank at any hazard, 
although forewarned of the consequences, if this 
design should be carried out. He contended that 
the interests of the country demanded, instead of 
waiting for the experiment to work its own cure, 
that the Government should retrace its steps. 
Powers were now daily assumed and claimed 
which were at variance with the Constitution, and 
it therefore became necessary for Congress totake 
the subject up, as proposed by him, being the only 
means now left to avert ruin from every interest 
in the land—as well as with a view to check further 
unauthorized assumptions of power on the part of 
the Executive and his subordinates. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, stated that he desired 
to reply fo some of the remarks of hia colleague; 
and he had also a petition to present. Hemoved 
the postponement of the further consideration of 
the resclutions, that they might not interfere with 
the presentation of petitions. W hen theycame up 
in order, he should take occasion to make some 
remarks in reply to his colleague. 

Mr. WISE moved, as additional instructions to 


i 


the committee, the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the custody and contro! of the 
public moneys of the United States, not appropri- 
ated by law, and not disbursed under appropria- 


‘tions by Jaw, are, by the Constitutfon, placed 


under the order and direction of the Congress of 
the United States. 

Resclvcd, That no change of the Constitution of 
the United States is necessary to authorize the 


~ Congress of the United States to ntrust the custody 
i of the public money, not appropriated by law, 
: and not disbursed under appropriations by law, to 
i other agency than that of the executive depart- 


ment, and that the custody of the public money 
must not be necessarily, under the Constitution, 
intrusted to the execulive department. 

Resolved, That Congress can take out of the 
hands of the cxecutive department the custody 


: of the public property, or money, without an as- 
was he inclined to shrink from anything that he |! 


sumption of executive power, or a subversion of 
the first principles of the Constitution, by the 
repeal and enactment of such laws as may be 
necessary to that end. 

Mr. HARDIN remarked that he had understood 
that the President had sent in to the Senate a 
withdrawal of his claim to the public money. 

Mr. EVANS accepted the resolutionsasa modi- 
fication of his own. . 

Mr. PEYTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 


| lowing resolutions as a substitute for the instruc- 
: tions moved, 


Mr. PEYTON was unwilling that the [louse 
should spend weeks and months in the discussion 
of a subject which he deemed unworthy of this 


} ; body, and which would tend to increase the ex- 
the towns of Gardiner and Pittston, (and which {i 
represented they were laboring under great embar- | 


citement which was said to prevail throughout the 
country. Gentlemen talk about a revolution, and 
of the spirit stirring abroad in the country which 
threw the tea overboard. They say it isa good 
spirit, and that liberty delights ina storm, At 
these sentiments his blood recoiled. Must Amer- 
ican liberty live in a storm? Must our Govern- 
ment be resolved into its original elements? The 
friends of the President asked no aid from this 
House; but if the question was to be forced upon 
the House, he wished to have it fairly presented 
for their decision. The resolutions offered by the 
gentleman from Virginia, were said to be mere 
abstractions, mere truisms. Was it necessary to 
legislate upon a truism? It did not require a law 
to establish a truism. The tendency cf the gen-. 
Ueman’s resolutions—what their object was he 
knew not—was again to try the President of the 
United States, without notice, without a hearing, 
without arraignment, 

The CHAIR here pronounced the range of re- 
mark taken to be cut of order. 

Mr. PRY TON looked upon it as unprecedented 
and inexpedient for the two Houses to engage in 
censuring or praising each other. 

The CHAIR said this was not a subject before 
the House. 

Mr. PEYTON said, the course pursued would 
invelve us in the controversy between the Presi- 
dent and the Senate. That controversy we had 


| nothing to do with—itshouid be left for the people. 


The people were just, and would pronounce a 
judgment which would stand to all time. Sir, I 
say that it is unjust for us to arraign or try the 
President. He is struggling against an institution 
which would crush any other man, and against an 
array of party strength more powerful than any 
ever witnessed in thiscountry; and we are asked 
to cease our legislative pursuits,and join the Senate 
in hunting him down. 

Mr. WISE followed in some remarks, vindica- 
ting his motives in offering his resolutions. 

Mr. TURRILL said he did not rise for the pur- 


| pose of answering thearguments of the gentleman, 


[Mr. Wiss,] who declares himself to be in a state 
of *‘ betweenity,’’ but to a question of order. He 
wished to know wheiber resolutions relating to 
subjects not before the House, and not referring to 
the memorials to which they were attached, were 
in order. 3 

The CHAIR said, the resolutions had been re- 
ceived by the House, and it was too late to make 
the point of order : 

Mr. TURRILL moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table; upon which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. EVANS withdrew the resolutions, with 
the exception of his original proposition. 
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Mr. TURRILL withdrew the motion to lay the 
resolutions on the table. 

Mr. SMITH moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till Monday next. 

Mr. FILLMORE renewed the motion to lay 
the subject on the table. 

Mr. CRAMER moved that the House adjourn; | 
vpon which Mr. SMITE called for the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 

. Mr. FILLMORE withdrew the motion to lay 
on the table, and Mr. BOON renewed it. 

Mr. SMITH moved to postpone the subject till 
Monday next. 


The question being taken on the motion to lay |: 


the memorial on the table, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 91. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, April 22, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donerson, his Private 


Secretary, transmitting certain private bills which | 


he had approved and signed. | : A 
p || syra’s motion to amend Mr. PorNnexTtEeR’s reso- || 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 


nication from the Treasury Department, trans- i; 


mitting thereportof the Register of the Treasury, 
giving theamount of foreign commerce during the | 
years 1832 and 1833. 

On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, fifteen hundred 
copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER said, that before he left his | 
seat some days since, he had presented a memo- 
rial from the city of Albany, New York, and was 


authorized to say, and did say, that it contained |: 


about two thousand eight hundred signatures of | 
qualified voters, exercising the rightof suffrage in 
thatcity. He saw afterwards in the public prints 
a contradiction of this statement, and one of the 
Senators from New York (Mr. Wricut] had 
taken notice of a deficiency in the number of sig- 
natures. The notice that that Senator had taken 
of it had attracted the attention of the memorial- 
ists, and it was then ascertained that one of the 
_rolls of names attached to the memorial had been 
accidentally omitted by the individuals charged 
with its transmission to the seat of Government, 
but it had been found, and now here it is, (said 
Mr. W.,) with affidavits made in due form of law, 
and here are 1,485 names, making up the defi- 
ciency; and if they are not sufficient, but little 
would be hazarded in declaring that four or five 
hundred more might be obtainedin Albany. Sir, 
in one of Mr. Burke’s glowing speeches, (said 
Mr. W.,) he remarked, that no regard should | 
be paid to the nuniber of the inhabitants of the 
United States from the census which might be | 
taken, because, before it could be completed, the 
numbers would be beyond it. So, sir, with re- 
gard to these memoriais, reprobating the acts of 
the Government: before you get through the con- 
sideration of them, others are continually swelling 
the aggregate. 
On motion of Mr. W., the papers were referred 
to the Committee on Finance; and 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the additional 
names were ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a memori 


Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from a || 
number of inhabitants of Lenoir, one of the lower || 
counties of North Carolina, praying a restoration |! 


al from a |, 
number of citizens of Adams, Berkshire county, |; 
Massachusetts, opposed to the measures of the |; 
Executive, and praying a restoration of the depos- |; 
ites to the Bank of the United States; which was |. 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered |, 


| on Finance, and ordered to be printed. | 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the pro- 


| ceedings of a county meeting, held at Somerville, 
Somerset county, New Jersey, approving of the 
course of the Executive with regard to the Bank 
of the United States, and opposed to the restora- 
tion of the deposites, and against the recharter of 
that institution. ` i 
; Also, a memorial signed by inhabitants of the 
town of Princeton, and of residents of the counties 
of Somerset and Middlesex, in the vicinity of that 
town, in favor of a restoration of the deposites to 
the Bank of the United States; together with an- 
' other from the county of Middlesex and city of 
New Brunswick, of like tenor. 
| ‘After a debate, in which Messrs. FRELING. | 
| HUYSEN, SOCUTHARD, and BENTON par- 
i ticipated, the memorials were read, referred to the 


' Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. || 


| SPECIAL ORDER. 
H 
t 


After the morning business had been finished, 
| the Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. For- | 


: lutions, assigning the reasons why the President’s 
; protest should not be received by reciting the pro- 
| test itself in the first resolution, 
| Mr. CALHOUN -having withdrawn his appeal 
from the decision of the Chair— 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted a general prop- 
osition in writing, as a point of order, designed to 
reach this particular case. : 

The CHAIR (Mr. Kie, of Alabama, pre- 
siding) said, that whether he decided for or against | 
the proposition, it would not affect Mr. Forsyrn’s | 
right to propose an amendment to either of the j 
resolutions. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he designed his reso- 
lutions as one entire motion. The three first res- | 
: olutions were the basis of the fourth; and they 
stated the reasons for coming to the fourth; they 
all wert to but one point, which was, that the | 
; paper be not received. If the principle were estab- | 
lished, which would be the consequence of receiv- 
ing the motion, it would enable any member to 
offer any paper or memorial, however offensive in 
its terms; and thus, by saying ‘in the words fol- | 
lowing,” (then inserting the paper,) impair the 
dignity of the Senate. All amendments, whether 
passed or rejected, should leave the original prop- 
osition where it stood before they were offered. 

Mr. CLAY said the gentieman from Georgia 
| offered the original paper itself asa part of his | 
| proposition, and phen the question arose whether 
i he could so use it, which, being decided in the 
‘affirmative, the gentleman from South Carolina ! 
appealed from the decision of the Chair. That || 
appeal he had since withdrawn, in order that the 
preliminary question, whether the amendment of || 
the gentleman from Georgia was in order, might || 
come up. 

Mr. WEBSTER was afraid there might be || 
some misapprehension on thé subject, which he į 
was desirous should be avoided. There were | 


i 
| 
j 
| 
| 


was now embraced in foür separate forms, thatthe 
paper be not received. These resolutions werean 
expression upon the character and.contents of the 


ples contained in it; and should we be requiréd to 
record our votes, without recording our reasons 
also fer those votes? 
after determine the correctness of our judgment 
upon the paper, without. having the paper itself? 
Why should we go on and make an expression of 
' our sentiments and then say that the paper should 
not come before us? It must either be considered 
or not; and was it not proper, and also the right 
of any Senator to have the paper spread. on ‘the 
Journal along with the judgment, as evidence of 
the conclusion which was come to? Oughtnot the 
Journal to carry along with it the evidence of the 
vote of every Senator ? . 

Mr, CLAY replied that the President had sent 
this paper here, for the sole purpose of having it 
recorded on our Journals. It was not designed for 
| any legislative or ultimate action; and therefore 
the only question was, whether it could be received 
or not. An amendment was then offered, which 
| went to incorporate in itself every word of the 
document, and thus to effect the very object which 
the President wished, which the Senate was delib- 
| erating on, and which they might not decide 


i 
H 
H 
| 
H 
H 
i 
| 
i 


whether the motion was, or was not, in ordersand 
common sense decided that it was not.: It was 
| possible.to vote knowingly as to its contents, with- 
| out its being on the Journals. 
| were put on the Journals in hoc verba? None. He 
| denied that it was necessary to go on the Journal, 
{in order to consider and vote upon it. It was 
| already, to a certain extent, in the possession of 
| the Senate; and the resolutions ought to be passed, 
| in order to let the President know why, in view of 
| our constitutional rights and privileges, we would 
| not receive it. He was in favor of treating the 
| paper with the utmost respect; and would, at any 

| time, receive from the President any paper whic! 

i he was ready to send for ultimate action by the 
| Senate. But he declined receiving any protest 
| upon any question, which led to no practical 
; results. oo TEE 
| Mr. FORSYTH said, if he understood the point 
| of the objection, it was, that the effect of his mo- 


| and honorable gentlemen said that it was out of 


| order, because it would defeat the object of the’ 


Senate. How could the Senate decide the ques- 
tion of order till:they had ‘decided: the question 
which wasnow raised? The motion could not go 
on the journals till the ayes and noes were ordered. 
Honorable gentlemen were in favor of using the 


| 


| rules of order for common sense purposes, but 


their mode of using them was by the majority to 


| defeat the rights of a minority. Here the Senate 


had received a message from the President—it 
had been read, and had been the subject of a three 
days’ discussion, and propositions had been made 
as to the character of the paper, and yet honorable 
gentlemen had not received it. We had gotit, and 
how could we ungetit. Mr. F.did notknow how 
you could make the President receive it, if it were 
your good pleasure to send it back to him again, 
and he should deny it. The paper was here, and 
it must be considered. Each resolution founded 
upon it was distinct in itself,and you could make 


i; 


li 
iy 


When the communication I 


to him a plain one 


dent, we had the motion which 


came from the Presi 


|i went on the Journal. 


they chose with the message, if his amendment 
Gentlemen professed great 
He must beanswered, 


be seen with reference to the resolutions. 
contended that the motion was perfectly in order 
until one-fifth of the Senators present had decided 


| that the yeas and nays should be taken. As an 


ection had been made to his offer of theori- 
ginal paper as his amendment, he now withdrew 
that, and sent to the Chair a copy of that paper, 
and asked the yeas and naya on the question of 
order. ; 


bj 


| according to'his wishes. Then the question was, ° 


| tion would beto place the messages on the journal; 


a proposition to alter, amend, or negative either’ 
| or all of them, and the Senate might still do what 
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paper itself, and upon the sentiments and princi- : 


How could any man here- ` 


How many bills 
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`: Mr. BLACK then read the views which he 
took of the question, and came to the result, that 
‘a Senator might offer any amendment he chose, 
but it was competent for the Senate to make what 
disposition of it they pleased. 

Mr. CALHOUN and Mr. BIBB contended that 
one-fifth of the Senate could not be permitted to 
-control the majority, and thus effect aw object 
indirectly, which the majority were opposed to. 

The CHAIR then decided that the motion of 
Mr. FORSYTH was in order; whereupon, 
`. Mr. POINDEXTER appealed from the decis- 
ion; but before the question was taken, 

“On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, April 22, 1834. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 
- Lands, made a report on the petition of Henry 
Stoker, accompanied by a bill for his relief. Read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to present a memorial. 
He felt assured that gentlemen would, with one 
accord, grant him leave, when he stated that it 
was the petition of the Polish exiles. 

Leave being unanimously granted— 

Mr. C. said he took great pleasure in presenting 
to the Representatives of a free people, the memo- 
rial of the Polish exiles. Driven from their native 
land, these pilgrims of liberty come to worship at 
our altars. The memorialists are but a small por- 
tion of some 100,000 Poles, who have been exiled 
from their country. Some few found refuge in 
Europe; but most of them were banished to the 
wilds of Siberia. 1 trust, sir, we shall never vio- 
late those rules of public law, so necessary to pro- 
tect the rights of nations, and to preserve the peace 
of the world, which prohibit us from interfering 
with the political affairs of other countries. But I 
know of no national obligation to prevent us from 
extending to these exiles our hospitality and our 
` sympathy. Nor can the rigid rules of public law 
restrain the friends of freedom, in every land, from 
taking a deep interest in the struggle of patriots, 
wherever they may occur. Though the cause of 
unhappy Poland may not be the cause of nations, 
it is intimately associated with the cause of man- 
kind. * 

The SPEAKER stated that it was not in order 
to go further into the question, than to state the 
-ontents and objects of the memorial. 

Sir, (said Mr. C.,) I am aware that it is not in 
order, without the consent of the House; but I 
would not, in such a case, insult their patriotism 
by deeming it necessary to ask leave to submit a 
few brief remarks, in presenting the memorial. I 
repeat, sir, the cause of Poland is closely asso- 
ciated with the cause of mankind. Liberty mourns 
over her fate, and the children of every enlightened 
land learn her story, and weep over her calamities, 
Public law cannot blind us to the actual condition 
of the political world. The social elements of civ- 
ilized nations are in commotion—antagonist prin- 
ciples are in active and general war. The history 
_of the last twenty years—the fundamental changes 
in the Governments of Great Britain, France, and 
Spain, prove that a spirit of reform is silently revo- 
lutionizing the plan and form of ancient Govern- 
ments. Western Europe is animated with this 
spirit; and absolute monarchies are giving way to 
constitutional and representative governments. It 
must be evident that the eastern and western por- 
tions of that continent cannot long remain in peace 
—the conflict between antagonist principles of 
government must comeon. Yes, sir, the question 
must sooner or later be determined, whether all 
who contend for the rights of man shall be ban- 
ished to our free land, or whether the white eagle 
of Poland is destined to wave triumphantly over 
the battlements of Warsaw. 

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, it is not necessary for 
me to recount the sufferings of the Polish exiles, 
to excite the sympathies or to solicit the favor of 
the House. There is, there can be, but one sen- 
timent from the Canadian to the Mexican frontier. 
The voice of the nation, from the ocean to the wil- 
derness, will welcome them to our shores, and pro- 


claim their right to demand our hospitality. The 


countrymen of a Kosciusco and of a Pulaski will 
find an eloquent advocate in the heart of every 
American. A debt of gratitude can never be can- 
celled. The claim of the memorialists is also sus- 
tained by the laws of hospitality and the usage of 
nations. ‘They ask for a grant.of land, that they 
may end their days in peace and security. Let us 
grant an asylum to these exiles, and while they 
mourn over the fate of the unhappy land of their 
nativity, may they be consoled with the reflection 
that the brave Pole can never bean exile in a land 


of liberty. 


It has been usual heretofore to refer memorials 
of this character to the Committee on Public 
Lands. It was my wish in this case to ask fora 
select committee; but I know the members of the 
former would contend for the honor of favorably 
considering it, and I cannot deprive them of the 
opportunity of doing so. 

The memorial was read, ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the committee appointed 
on the 19th instant, offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed for the 
purpose of inquiring into the expediency of equal- 
izing and reducing the salaries of officers, and for 
other purposes, contained in a resolution passed 
by this House on the 19th instant, be authorized 
to send for persons and papers in executing the 
objects of said resolution. 


Mr. JARVIS moved thé suspension of therules, 
in order to call up for consideration the following 
resolution, with Mr. Haroix’s amendment, which 
he had adopted as a modification, which he offered 
last week: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
vestigate the situation of the Bank of Washington, 
the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town, the Patriotic Bank, and the Bank of Alex- 
andria, situate in the District of Columbia, and 
to inquire into the causes which have led to the 
recent suspension of specie payments by tlie afore- 
said banks, with power to send for persons and 
papers; and that the committee be directed to re- 
port the results of their proceedings to this House. 

And Mr. Harpm’s amendment to the resolù- 
tion, to be added after the last clause: 

“And to inquire into the present condition of 
‘the Bank of the Metropolis; and also what is the 
‘amount of its debts and obligations, and the 
‘means it has to pay them; and particularly the 
‘species cf property it possesses, and what amount 
‘is due to the bank from its officers or any of 
t them.” 

The question being on the adeption of the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. EWING said he was convinced that we had 
talked long enough of existing evils; and though 
he was in favor of the inquiry, he thought it time 
to look to some definite action on the subject of 
the currency. He offered an amendment to the 
resolution, raising a committee of twenty-four, to 
report a plan for a national currency of a uniform 
value. 

The motion was decided to be out of order. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said he was desirous of 
knowing what authority we had for investigating 
the concerns of the banks in the District which had 
not suspended specie payment. This authority 
as respects those banks which had thus suspended 
payment was, he learned, derived from their char- 
ter. ln respect to them he had no doubtas to the 


| power; but as to one bank named in the resolu- 


tion, he would ask gentlemen to put their finger 


„on the authority for interfering with it inany man- 


ner. He made the suggestion that gentlemen who 
had given their attention to the subject might in- 
form him what was the ground on which we were: 
proceeding. If we trusted to rumors, he would 
say we had some reason to doubt the solvency of 
the Bank of the Metropolis. But he presumed no 
gentleman in the House would hazard the sugges- 
tion that that bank was not as solvent as any other 
in the Union. Now, sir, I have reason to believe, 
that the Bank of the Metropolis would have no 
objection to furnish the information sought for, 
and his only difficulty was, as to the authority on 
which we proceeded. As to the pretence that be- 
cause this is a deposite bank of the Treasury, it is 
the right and duty of this House to make an in- 


quiry into its concerns, &c., would be out of the 
question. He would not himself give way to the 
prejudice, and to the worse than idle clamor, that 
a bank, because it is a selected bank, is not sol- 
vent. Nor, because some other banks in the Dis- 
| trict had broken down, by pre-arrangement among 
themselves, and, as he believed, by pre-concert 
with another bank, by which they were probably 
to be indemzified, would. he minister to the panic, 
by putting a solvent bank along with the rotten 
banks. Hle was very sorry that the gentleman 
from Maine had introduced this bank into his in- 
quiry, merély because it was a deposite bank, He 
alluded to the declaration made some days ago by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. A LLAN, ] that 
the insolvency of the deposite banks could be 
proved, and remarked that it was a bare assertion, 
wholly unsupported by any facts. He repeated, 
that he would not lend himself to the gratification 
of party feelings around this Capitol by counte- 
nancing the supposition that the deposite banks 
were insolvent, because they were depositories of 
the public money. If the gentleman who moved 
the resolution has a fact showing that the Bank of 
the Metropolis is of doubtful solvency, let us have 
it; but do not let us make the impression that, in 
our opinion, the Bank of the Metropolis is just as 
solvent as the broken banks, and no more. The 
effect of such an impression would be to break 
the bank by clamor, if it could not be broken in 
any other way. He believed that this bank was 
a safe,. solvent, and well-conducted institution; 
and if it had not been, that excellent and much 
abused officer at the head of the Treasury would 
not have selected it. Every effort of the public 
press and of the party opposed to the Administra- 
tion had been made during the last six months to 
break down the credit of the local banks, That 
had been the ruling motive of the party. 

Mr. LANE regretted, he said, that he was com- 

elled to differ from the gentleman from New York. 

o man had more confidence than himself in the 
Secretary of the Treasury; but he was in favor of 
inquiring into the concerns of any selected bank, 
whenever it was desired. He would not inquire 
whether the power was derived from the contract 
or from the charter. But he would say, that no 
bank should hold the deposites, for one moment, 
with his vote, which was not willing, at any time, 
to submit to this inquiry. He had confidence in 
the solvency of the bank referred to, and for’ that 
reason would he be willing to vote for the pro- 
posed inquiry. He wished to convince the people 
of its solvency, and allay the panic. If the bank 
was not prepared to submit to the investigation, it 
ought not to be a deposite bank. 

Mr. HARDIN said he believed the Bank of the 
Metropolis was in that situation, that if the inves- 
tigation of its affairs was committed to an unpack- 
ed jury, according to the suggestion of his col- 
league, it would be proved to be insolvent. He 
then went into some statements as to the condition 
of the bank, as derived from its last statements, 
and inferred that it was solvent, provided its bills 
and notes under discount were taken into consider- 
ation, but without them, it was insolvent. It so 
happened, that these discounts had been made to 
gentlemen in this vicinity, who were not able to 
pay, very promptly, their debts, and that this fund 
could not be very readily converted into specie, in 
the present embarrassed state of business. Every 
bank in the District was solvent, if this item be 
included, and without it, no bank in the District 
was solvent. He also stated, that he had heard 
that the stock of the Bank of the Metropolis was 
worth only sixty-four dollars for a hundred. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, the House proceeded 
to the 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 

Means, made the following report: 

The Committee of Ways and Means, in pursu- 
ance of the third resolution of their former re- 
port upon the subject of the Bank of the United 
States and the public deposites, which was 
adopted by the House, submit the following 

REPORT: 
The House, by its vote, having decided ‘that 

‘ the State banks oughtto be continued as the places 


‘ of deposite of the public money, and that it is ex- 
i € pedient for Congress to make further provision by 
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‘law, prescribing the mode of selection, the securi- 
t tiesto betaken, and the manner and termson which 
‘they are to be employed,” the committee deemed 
it proper, in a measure of so much importance, to 


ascertain from the Secretary of the Treasury his ; 


opinion and views, in regard to the regulations 


proper to be adopted in the employment of the | 


State banks as the depositories of the public money, 
for his views in regard to the probable effects which 
ulations. 
information desired, and herewith report the an- 


swer which has been received. 
In determining upon the mode in which the de- 


posite banks shall be selected, the committee are |! 


of opinion that a due regard to the public inter- 
ests will make it proper to leave the selection, in 


the first instance, to the head of the Treasury De- | 


partment, or to some other person designated by 


Congress. 


the banks which shall hereafter be employed as de- 
positories, instead of delegating the power of selec- 
tion, in the first instance, to an executive officer, 


there could be no objection to that mode, provided || 
it be deemed practicable to make the selection in |i 
| ther legislation in relation to the coins, constitutes | 
|! an important part of his scheme of the currency. 
, The bill which they report prescribes, first, the |} y 


such manner as to protect and preserve the public 
funds to be deposited therein, 


mode in which, and by whom, tbe State banks 
hereafter to be employed as the public deposito- 


ries shall be selected; secondly, the terms and con- |! 
ditions upon which they shall be employed, the |! 
duties and services they shall perform, and the |: 
securities which they may be required tu give, in | 


order effectually to protect the Government against 
possible danger of loss; and thirdly, it provides 


that when once selected, they shall be placed be- į 


yond the power and control of the executive de- 


partment, except as far as the safe and prudent | 


management of the public revenue may render such 
control indispensable, s 
The bill restricts the discretion of the Executive, 


and places it out of the power of that department | 


to discontinue the selected banks as places of pub- 
lic deposite to cases of failure on the part of said 
banks to comply with the terms and conditions on 


which they may be employed, or to cases in which | 
any of said banks may become unsafe depositories 

of the public money, and reserves to Congress the || 
By its | 
provisions the Secretary of the Treasury cannot ' 
during the session of Congress dismiss from the | 


ultimate control over the whole subject. 


service of the Treasury any bank of deposite with- 


out having first obtained the sanction and appro- | 


bation of Congress; and if during the recess of 
Congress any bank shall fail or refuse to comply 
with the terms and conditions upon which it has 
been employed, or, if, from the periodical returns 
of its condition and business, or otherwise, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall deem it necessary, 
in order to protect and preserve the public interest, 
to discontinue any of said banks as public deposi- 
tories, he is authorized to issue such order tem- 
porarily, but is required at the commencement of 
the next session to report io Congress the reasons 
and the evidence upon which he has ordered such 


discontinuance, reserving to Congress the right to |i 
: 2 , i 
the United States, ought now to be in a sound į 


: State. 


approve or reverse such order. Thus all appre- 
hension that the power of the Executive over the 
selected banks may be used as a governmental 
patronage or for corrupt purposes, 1S effectually 
removed. Solong asthe selected banks shall con- 
tinue to perform the duties required of them by the 
provisions ef the bill, (should it become a law,) 


so long as they shall continue so to conduct their | 
business as to keep the public funds deposited | 


therein secure, they cannos be discontinued at the 


will of the’ Executive, but will be entitled to their | 
custody as matter of right, unless it shall be the! 
pleasure of Congress to withdraw them, or change 


the place of deposite. . : 
The committee concur with the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the views which he had presented in 


his letter, in regard to the importance of banishing | 


from circulation bank notes of the smaller denom- 
inations, and of substituting gold and silver coins 


i: stipulate not to issue or use, after a given fature i 
and the fiscal agents of the Government; and also |: 
:: course of its business; and they have a right to 
would be produced upon the currency by such reg- |; 
They accordingly addressed a letter to |; 
the Secretary, requesting to be furnished with the | 


i a given future day, to issue small notes. The bill, 
i accordingly, contains a provision to this effect, i; 
į designed to induce the State banks to ec S erate in 


i| day. 
| exists, and in those States a metallic circulation | 
! has been found to take the place of the smal! notes | 
! which have been withdrawn. 
Jaw; but when once selected, to put it out of the |; 
power of the Executive to discontinue such de- || 
pository without the sanction and approbation of !! 
Should it, however, be deemed expe- A 
dient for Congress themselves to designate by law |, 


| regulating the value of foreign coirs, and making 


ject have already been brought before the House || 


| accomplish this object. 
| this argument, the paper currency furnished by the | 


_istence seventeen years, and must have already i} 


| which can ever be expected from such an institu- || Js t i i 
| circulating medium of the United States? Is the 
|! great mass of the paper currency in a sound and 


tent, be encouraged and effected through the collec- 
tion and management of the revenue. Concress 
possesses no power to restrict the State institutions 
from issuing small notes; but they have the power | 
to impose as a condition upon which any bank || 
shall be employed as a depository, that it shall first | 


in their place. This may, doubtless, to some pa | 
| 
if 


day, notes of the smaller denominations, in the 


refuse to receive in payment to the United States 
the notes of any bank which shall not cease, after 


banishing from circulation all notes of a less de- | 
nomination than five dollars, after a given future 
In several States such a prohibition already | 


sary, hereafter, for Congress to extend the prohi- | 
bition to the issue of notes below the denomination 
of ten or twenty dollars. 
not deem it expedient, at this time, to recommend | 


Should it ; 


kt will be perceived from the letter of the Secre- || 
tary of the Treasury, herewith reported, that fur- 


‘The committee concur in opinion that it is import- 
ant that further legal provision should be made 


tt 


ii it is time to look for some other remedy: 


4 
i 
| 
Jt may be neces- |i 
|| the banks. 


But the committee do |! 


‘tion. 


the foreign gold and silver coins a tender in the 
payment of debts, and also regulating the standard |: 
of value of our own coins. . 

They have, however, reported no bill upon the '! 
subject of the coins, because bills upon that sub- |) 


branch of the subject had been referred by the | 
House. They concur in opinion that it is im- 
portant they should be acted on at the present 
session of Congress. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, H 
April 15, 1834. } 

Sm: [have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the Tth instant, and proceed | 
to reply to the inquiries made by the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

In my report to Congress at the commencement i 
of the present session, assigning my reasons for |! 
removing the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- | 
ted States, L expressed the opinion thata corpora- || 
tion of that description was not necessary, either 
for the fiscal operations of the Government, or the 
general convenience of the people. ` 

One of the arguments most frequently urged in | 
favor of the expediency ofa Bank of the United | 
States is the salutary influence which it is supposed 
to exert in securing to the country a sound cur- 
rency. Itis said the State banks have a constant || 
tendency to over-issues, and thata superior power 
is necessary to keep them in check, and to control 
them in this particular—and the argument is con- 
stantly and earnestly pressed, that a Bank of the 
United States is the fit and appropriate means to 
If there be any force in 


by a select committee, to whom this particular |, 
| 


State banks, as well as that issued by the Bank of | 


The Bank of the United States has been in ex- 


exerted all the influence in relation to the currency, |! 


tion. And if it exercises a wholesome and salu- i 
tary control over the conduct of the State banks, | 
and restrains them within proper bounds, it has || 
had full time and opportunity to exert that power, 

and the notes of the State banks, as well as those | 
of the Bank of the United States, ought now to 


be found in a safe condition. For it must be ad- | 


the Bank of the United States, if onty the com- || 


the circulating medium is inberently vicious, and || 
liable to be disordered at any moment. It is be- |i 


| ted States. 


lieved that more than three-fourths of the present 


paper currency is furnished by the State banks; 
and if so large a portion of our circulating medium 
is unsafe and unworthy of credit, then the Bak of 
the United States is either incapable of exercising 
the salutary control claimed for it, or it has failed 
to perform its duty to the public. In either-event 

Judging from the lest information which.the de- 
partment has been able to obtain, the paper of the 
various banks—including the Bank of: the United 
States—in actual circulation in ordinary. times, 
amounts to at least eighty millions of dollars. Of 
this sum the Bank of the United States. furnishes 
less than twenty millions; and the various State 
banks more than sixty millions; the specie in the 
vaulis of the same banks, to support this extensive 
credit, does not probably exceed twenty-five mil- 


i lions. 


In estimating the amount of specie, I confine 
myself to the coin supposed to bein possessio of 
In some of the States the circulation 
of bank notes beiow five dollars is prohibited. by 
law, and in these States there is a considerable , 


x pec i; amount of specie passing from hand to- hand, and 
tLat the prohibition should be extended to notes |: 

|i above the denomination of five dollars. 
ii hereafter be deemed proper, Congress can adopt i| 
further legislative provisions upon the subject. : 


forming a part of the ordinary circulating medium. 
It does not, however, probably exceed four mil- 
lions of dollars. This metallic cirenlation lessens 
by so much the amount of paper, and to that ex- 
tent it diminishes the evil occasioned bythe great 


| disproportion between the paper superstructure 


and its metallic basis.: But the.coin which is-thus 
circulating cannot Be brought in aid of the paper 
currency, when a panic, or any other cause, sud- 
denly throws it back upon the bank for redemp- 
Ic cannot, therefore, be estimated as a part 
of the means to secure the payment of the actual 
paper circulation. It takes the place of so much 
paper in the mass of the circulating medium, and 
thereby lessens the amount to be redeemed. But 
it will never find its way into the banks when their 
notes are rapidly returning upon them. They 
must rely upon the amount actually in their vaults; 
and it is with this amount that we must compare: 
the paper circulation, in order to decide whether it 
is in a safe condition. It is evident that the chief 
part of the paper currency of the United States 
must always be furnished by the State banks. No 
Bank of the United States could providea sufficient 
amount for the whole nation, without giving to it. 
a capital of such enormous and startling magmtude,. 
that no one, it is presumed, would seriously pro~: 
pose it. 7 : : A 
And if. Congress are to legislate, with the view 
of securing to the people of the United States a 


| sound paper currency, the condition of the notes. 


of the State banks is of much more importance to 
the community than that of any Dank of the Uni- 
The notes of the different local banks 
form the ordinary circulating medium for the great 
body of our citizens; and it would be unjust to 
them to disregard its condition. The whole cur- 
rency of the country should be placed in a sound 
and healthy state, as far as the legitimate authority 
of the United States will enable them to accomplish 


| that object. i 


Under the authority delegated to Congress by 
the Constitution of the United States, they have no 
power to establish by law a paper currency; and 
the influence which they may lawfully exercise in 
securing its soundness is altogether incidental. In 
legislating within the admitted scope of their au- 
thority, they may, without assuming powers not 
granted, look to the effect which their laws will 
produce upon an interest of so much importance as 


i that of the paper circulation now floating through 


the country. 
Taking this view of the sulject, the first inquiry | 
is, what is the present condition of the ordinary 


healthy condition? If itis, we must endeavor to 
find means to preserve it in its present state, when 


| the Bank of the United States shall cease to exist. 


But if it is not,then it is obvious that the creation 
of a Bank of the United States will not accom~ 


devised. f A ; 
If the estimate I have made of the proportion 
between the paper circulation and the specie in 
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“possession of the bank be correct, or nearly ao, the 
-condition of the currency is obviously such, that 
the nation should not. be content with it, nor desire 
to continue it in its presentstate. It isan immense 
Superstructure of paper, resting on a metallic four- 
-dation too narrow to support it. It has never been 
‘sustained. by. its own inherent strength, but by, 
public confidence. When.every one firmly believes 
‘that the notes of the banks will, on demand, be. 
paid in coin, they readily circulate and answer all 
‘the ‘purposes of money. But the moment that 
confidence is impaired, they lose their value as a 
part of the circulating medium, and are returned 
upon the banks for redemption in specie, and the 
disproportion between the paper circulationand the 
coin prepared to. redeem it, is so great, that it is 
constantly: liable to have it chief support, public 

confidence, withdrawn from it., 

‘In speaking of the dangers to which the cur- 
rency is exposed, I do not mean to intimate that 
the State banks are unable to pay the amount of 
notes: they have issued. On the contrary, I am 
persuaded that, with very few exceptions, they 

| are as safe asthe Bank of the United States. For 
that bank has never been in a condition to redeem 
its notes in specie, if they were all suddenly thrown 
back upon it. My object in inviting the attention 
of the committee to this subject is, not only to 
show the real condition of the currency, but to 
mark the utter inconsistency of the argument, 
which urges the recharter of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, on the ground that it has furnished a 
sound currency to the nation, and at the same 
time attempts to discredit the notes of the State 
banks. Both parts of the argument cannot be 
true. The Bank of the United States has not 
furnished the nation with a sound paper currency, 
and has produced no salutary effect on the great 
mass of it, unless the issues of the State banks are 
now in a safe and healthy condition. 

The difficulty under which the State banks are 
laboring at this time does not prove that they are 
unsound, and that they have been worse managed 
than the Bank of the United States; when reports 
injurious to the credit of the State banks are in- 
dustriously and. widely circulated, some degree of 
embarrassment is unavoidable; especially when 
it is generally supposed to be in the power of the 
Bank of the United States to stop them at its 
pleasure. The evil is, however,’ in its nature, 
temporary, and will soon pass away. And the 
intelligence of the citizens will readily discover 
that the present difficulty is the offspring of use- 
less alarm, and of a deliberate design.to destroy 
the credit of the State banks. And when the real 
object of the excitement, and unfounded rumors 
which are daily circulated, shall be understood by 
the people, confidence wiil soon be restored, and 
business resume its usual channel. The stoppage 
of a bank from any cause naturally produces a 
run. on the banks in its neighborhood, and if pains 
are taken. to increase the excitement and alarm, 
the. evil will be more extensively felt than it would 
be in ordinary times. 
` The dangerous ‘expansion of the paper circula- 
tion, compared with its specie basis, shows that 
there is something essentially vicious in the whole 
system; and the mischief, so far from being cor- 
rected or lessened by a Bank of the United States, 
is more probably aggravated by such an institu- 
tion. The great amount of paper afloat proves 
that the quantity depends more on the discretion 
and judgment of those who make the paper, than 
an their ability to redeem it whenever it is called 

or. 

The dominion which a Bank of the United 
States must always exercise over the smaller cor- 
porations of the States, vests in it the entire dis- 
cretion of expansion or contraction. If it discount 
and issue its paper freely, the State banks are in- 
duced, by the hopes of profit, to follow its example. 
If it suddenly curtails, they must curtail also, or 
become the victims of their own imprudence. And 
if, by any means, the conduct of that bank disturbs 
the public confidence in the safety of the State 
banks, their notes will be returned upon them with 
such rapidity as to endanger even the best managed 
institutions; and while such a power remains in 
the hands of a single corporation, the country will 
be constantly Hable to sudden agitations and ex- 
citements from the alternate expansion and con- 
traction of the currency; and those engaged in 


| States was in existence with all the advantages it 


| inevitable result would be to put an end to the 


‘ tions would probably soon find their charters of no 


commerce will, in the. years of abundance, be led 
into-an extension of their business, which must, in 
the succeeding years of scarcity, inevitably result |; 
in bankruptcy and ruin. In a time of pressure, 
confidence is easily shaken; and whenever it be- 
comes the interstof the Bank of the United States 
to excite alarmin the country, its great money 
power will most commonly enable it to effect the 
object, and by destroying confidence and credit, in 
a few months throw the whole business of the 
nation into confusion. A system of currency thus | 
liable te constantfluctuations, and always in danger 
of being entirely overthrown, is certainly one of 
the worst that can be devised. Every species of 
property is unstable and insecure, unless the cur- 
rency which is to be exchanged for it shall be {: 
steady in its value, and not liable to be seriously 
disturbed by accident or design. And the danger 
and evilis abundantly manifested by the history of 
the United States, since the establishment of the ! 
present bank. Years of hollow prosperity have 
been succeeded by years of pressure and suffering; 
and the present condition of things demonstrates |; 
how readily a concerted effort to excite a panic’ 
and destroy confidence, may endanger the great 
mass of the circulating medium, and injure most 
extensively the property and industry of the 
country. 

The great evil of our present currency is the 
disproportion between the paper in circulation and 
the coin prepared to redeem it. The remedy is, 
to diminish this proportion, and to give to the || 
paper currency a broader and firmer metallic foun- 
dation. Can this object be best accomplished with 
or without a Bank of the United States? - | 

I do not perceive that a Bank of the United 
States, upon any plan, is likely to diminish the 
evil. ; 

lt may perhaps be supposed that a restriction 
on the bank, which would prevent it from issuing 
notes below twenty dollars, would tend to ac- 
complish-the object. ` But the enly effect of such 
a restriction would be to substitute the notes of 
State banks of the lower denominations, in the 
place of the notes of the Bank of the United 
States, 

Gold and silver will never circulate where banks 
issue notes which come in competition with them. 
For it will invariably happen that when the circu- 
lating medium is composed of different kinds of | 
money, and one of them is less valuable than the 
other, but not sufficiently depreciated to be discred- 
ited, the inferior will, after a time, become the |; 
general currency, and the more valuable will 
entirely disappear. This is obvious in the States |; 
where the banks issue notes as low as one dollar. 
For silver dollars are never found in circulation 
where paper ones are freely issued by the banks. 
In order, therefore, to bring the precious metals 
into usc, the rivalship of paper must be effectually || 
taken away. Wemust not only remove the notes i: 
ofthe Bank of the United States, but also the notes 
of the State banks. 

And to create a Bank of the United States, and 
restrict its issues, as above suggested, would be 
to invite the State banks to issue largely that 
description of paper which will not be interrupted 
by the competition of the Bank of the United 
States. The paper circulation would not be dimin- 
‘ished, nor would the proportion of the metals be 
increased. Paper dollars would still be manufac- 
tured in the same abundance; they would still come 
in competition with gold and silver, and drive them 
from circulation. ` i 

The restriction therefore on the issue of the 
smaller notes, cannot be effectual, unless the sev- 
eral States shall be willing to codperate with the 
legislation of Congress. They could hardly be 
expected to prohibit theissue of notes under twenty 
dollars by their banks, whilea Bank of the United 


H 


would possess overthe State institutions. And if 
they could be induced to unite in such a plan, the 


State banks; for their circulation cf larger notes | 
would be so much restrained by the competition 
and superior advantages of the notes of the Bank 
of the United States, that the small State corpora- 


value, and be compelled to wind up their concerns. 


| Mint, unless it is intended for circulation. 


The field for paper currency would then -be left ; 
entirely to the Bank of the United States. Their! 


notes being receivable everywhere in payment for 
debts due the Government, would give them a 
credit beyond their real value. The temptation 
under such circumstances to over-issues of paper 
would be almost irresistible. And after closing, 
by this course of legislation, the doors of the State 
‘banks, we should soon find ourselves with a paper 
currency equally liable to depreciation with the 
present one, from the great disproportion the paper 
would bear to the specie provided to redeem it. 
In a plan which would lead to such results, we 
could hardly expect the States to come in aid of 
the legislation of Congress, but we might count 
on their cordial ccdperation in efforts to place the 
whole circulating medium of the country on a safe 
and durable foundation, when it can be done with- 
out injustice to their own citizens who are inter- 
ested ın the State institutions. 

The first step towards a sound condition of the 
currency is, to reform the coinage of gold. The 
present gold coin is more in silver than its nominal 
value. Itis therefore never seen in the ordinary 
exchanges of the country, and it is worse than 
useless to continue the expense of coining it at the 
It will 
never make its way into general circulation, until 
the relative value of silver and gold is obserevd, as 
near as may be, in the pieces coined of the respect- — 
ive metals. It has been truly said that gold is the 
antagonist of paper. Silver is too heavy to be 
transported from place to place, in large sums, 
without inconvenience. Some other circulating 
medium of general currency is therefore necessary, 


j even for the expenses of a journey from one State 


to another. There must be either a paper curren- 
cy of general credit, or gold must be introduced. 
And it is essential that in its standard value as 
coin, it should be placed on its proper footing in 
relation to silver, before a paper currency of gen- 
eral credit can be conveniently dispensed with. 
The charter of the Bank of the United States, by 
making its paper receivable everywhere for debts 
due to the Government, furnishes a paper currency 
not equal to gold or silver, but yet of sufficient 
credit for common use, and for the purposes of 
travellitg from place to place. This will continue 
until the 3d of March, 1836. It is desirable, there- 
fore, that provision should be made at the present 
session of Congress for the reform of the gold 
coins. The coinage will require time, and as this 
general paper currency is gradually retiring from 
circulation, the gold should be prepared to takeits 

lace. We produce gold to a Jargeamount in the 

nited States, and the product is increasing every 
year. The greater part of itis now exported as 
bullion, and this will continue to be the case until 
the value of the gold coin is changed. Even if the 
change should be made at the present ression, 
there would not, perhaps, be a sufficient supply of 


| our own gold coins to meet the demand for a cir- 


culating medium of general credit, at the expira- 
tion of the charter of the bank. But if foreign 
gold coins should be made a legal tender at their 
real value, there would doubtless be enough of that 
metal, at the time above mentioned, to. meet the 
wants of the public. And there can be no suffi- 
cient reason for throwing out of circulation the 
foreign coins of gold or silver, which are current 
in other parts of the commercial world. Indeed, 
as a measure of immediate relief in the present 
state of things, it is necessary that the foreign 
coins, both of gold and silver, should be made a 


j legal tender, in payment of debts, according to 


their intrinsic value. Very large importations of 


i the foreign coins are continually arriving in the 


United States, and if they can be used by the 
State banks to discharge their engagements, they 
will probably remain here, and become a part of 
our circulating medium. And jf they were made 
a legal tender in payment of debts, it would enable 
the State banks to extend their issues,and to redeem 
their notes with greater facility. I respectfully 
invite the early attention of Congress to this sub- 
jectand regard the proposed alteration in our laws 
as peculiarly necessary in the present exigency, 
and calculated to produce immediate and extensive 
benefit. As the Bank of the United States with- 


| draws its circulation, itis of the first importance 


that the State banks should be enabled to extend 
their issues and to supply immediately, by their 
notes, the place which was filled by the Bank of 
the United States. 
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Wich the reform of the gold currency, it is f 
proper to associate measures to prevent the issue | 
of small notes. The only step which Congress |! 
could with propriety take, ın relation to the notes i 
of the State banks, would be to provide that no | 
bank should be a depository of the public money, | 
nor should the notes of any bank be receivable in || 
payment of debis to the United States, which || 
issued notes below a certain denomination. We || 
may safely rely on the ccd eration of the several | 
States to impose upon their banks the restrictions | 
necessary to aid in this desirable change in the | 
state of the currency. The alteration proposed, || 
should, however, be gradual. A day might be 
fixed after which the restriction abovementioned | 
should go into operation, as relates to notes below 
five dollars. A’ further restriction, so as to affect | 
notes, under ten dollars, would hereafter be ad- | 
visable, and ought to be regarded as a part of the 
plan now proposed to be adopted. But it is not | 
. desirable, at this time, to name a definite day for | 
that purpose. A great proportion of the issues of 
the State banks consists of five-dollar notes. Any 
measure calculated to impair the curreacy ofnotes 
of this description, about the time the Bank of 
the United States is going out of existence, would 
be injurious to the public. When the Bank of the 
United States is withdrawing its notes from circu- 
lation, the void must be filled up by gold and silver, 
or by the notes of the State banks, or thecurrency 
will be injuriously contracted. And if notes of 
five dollars were then put out of circulation, the 
‘diminution of the currency would perhaps be 
severely felt. And no measure should beadopted, | 
calculated to impede their circulation, until it shall || 
be manifest that the country is relieved from any |; 
inconvenience arising from the withdrawal of the | 
notes of the Bank of the United States. But as | 
soon as that period arrives, and it is apparent that 
gold and silver can be provided for the ordinary i 
circulation below ten dollars, it would beadvisable | 
to extend the restriction to notes of that denomi- 
nation. For we can never be safe from the fluc- 
tuations of the currency until all notes below ten 
dollars are banished from circulation. And it wili 
be still more secure when the restriction is carried 
up to notes of twenty dollars, so as to substitute 
the gold eagles in the place of ten-dollar bank notes. 
It will be seen from this statement, that it is no 
part of the proposed plan to dispense with the State 
banks. It obviously is’ not in the power of Con- | 
gress (if it desired to do so) to take any measures lj 
for that purpose, without an amendment to the | 
Constitution; and the States would not, and ought 
not to surrender the power of chartering banking | 
companies. The State banks are now so numerous, | 
and are so intimately connected with our habits | 
and pursuits, that it is impossible to suppose that 
the system can ever be entirely abandoned. Nor 
is it desirable that it should be. They are often | 
abused, like all other human institutions; yet their 
advantages are many, and under proper regula- 
tions, and with the metallic basis now proposed || 
for their paper issues, they will be found of much | 
public advantage. . 
If there were no State banks, the profitable busi- 
ness of banking and exchange would be monopo- | 
lized by the great capitalists. Operations of this 
sort require capital and credit to a large extent, 
and a private individual in moderate circumstances 


would be unable to conduct them with any advan- 
tage. Yet there is perhaps no business which 
yields a profit so certain and liberal as the business | 
of banking and exchange, and it is proper that it | 
should be open, as far as practicable, to the most 
free competition, and its advantages shared by all 
classes of society. Individuals of moderate means 
cannot participate in them unless they combine to- 
gether, and by the union of many small sums, | 
create a large capital and establish an extensive | 
credit. {tis impossible to accomplish this object | 
without the aid of acts of incorporation, so as to 
give to the company the security of unity ofaction, | 
and save it from the disadvantage of frequent | 
changes in the partnership, by the death or retire- 
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of smal] sums to persons whose situations and pur- 
suits disable them from employing their money 


‘| profitably in any other mode. Itis not more liable 


to be lost when vested in the stock of a bank than 
when it is loaned to individuals. The interest on 
it is paid with more punctuality, and it can be sold 
and converted into cash whenever the owner de- 
sires to employ it in some other way; and if a 
larger portion of the metals are infused into the 
circulation, the business of banking will become 
more sound and wholesome, and less liable to the 
disasters from which it has suffered under an ex- 
travagant and ill-organized system of paper issues. 
It will render investments in banking companies 
entirely safe and secure to the holders, and afford 
them the almost absolute certainty of areasonable 
profit, without endangering the capital invested in 
it. For this reason, it is neither practicable nor 
desirable to discountenance the continuance of the 
State banks. : 

They are convenient and useful, also, for the 
purposes of commerce. No commercial or man- 
ufacturing community could conduct its business 
to any advantage without a liberal system of 
credit, and a facility of obtaining money on loan 


| when the exigency of their business may require 


it. This cannot be obtained without the aid of a 
paper circulation founded on credit. It is, there- 
fore, not the interest of this country to put down 
the paper currency altogether. 

‘The great object should be to give to it a foun- 
dation on which it will safely stand. A circulating 
medium, composed of paper, and gold,and silver, 
in just proportions, would not be liable to be con- 
stantly disordered bythe accidental embarrassments 
or impradences of trade, nor by a combination of 
the moneyed interest for political purposes. The 
value of the metals in circulation would remain the 
same, whetherthere was a panic or not, and the pro- 
portion of paper being less, the credit of the banks 
could not be so readily impaired or endangered. 

The state of the currency, then, which is pro- 
posed in the foregoing resolutions, would provide 
silver and gold for ordinary domestic purposes 
and the smaller payments, and the banks of the 
different States would easily be able to furnish 


| exchanges between distant places, according to 


the wants of commerce. Therecannot, therefore, 
be any necessity for a paper circulation of general 
credit throughout the country. Funds are more 
conveniently and safely transferred from place to 
place by drafts and bills of exchange than by bank 
notes. The immense operations between differ- 
ent parts of the United States are now chiefly 
carried on by this means, and it is only in particular 
places, and for comparatively small amounts, that 
notes are used; and the local institutions would, 
without doubt, in avery short time make arrange- 
ments among themselves to furnish the exchanges 
which commerce requires; and the competition 
among many would reduce the rate of exchange 
to its proper level. Besides, they would find ittheir 
interest to make agreements among themselves to 
honor each other’s notes to a certain extent, and 
thus furnish, as far as might be necessary, a paper 
currency of general circulation, in such places 
as would be likely, from their intercourse with 
each other, to require such a convenience. Bat 
the establishment of such a paper currency ought 
not to have any aid, direct or incidental, by legis- 
lative provisions. While it rests upon mutual ar- 
rangements among the banks themselves, they will 
keep the issues of each other within proper bounds. 
But when they are able to extend their credit by 
any legal provisions in fiver of their notes, the 
temptation is constantly presented to avail them- 
selves of this advantage; and over-issues and 
overtrading are the necessary consequences. If, 
however, a different policy should be deemed ad- 
visable, the advantages now given by law to the 


Bank of the United States might easily be extended || 


to the notes of the depository hanks; and if their 


notes were made receivable in paymentof all debts 


ito the Government, their currency and general 


credit would be quite equal to that now enjoyed 
by the Bank of the United States. Believing, how- 
ever, that such a provision would be calculated.to 


| increase the issues of paper, I- cannot recommend 


it. The chief object of the plan | propose is to 
increase the proportion of the metallic currency 
Without diminishing inconvenienily the general 
mass of the circulating medium, and any provision 
tending to enlarge the proportion of paper beyond 
| what the public convenience requires should be 
studiously avoided. 
_ The advantages of the proposed plan over the 
present currency will not be confinéd to the supe- 
| rior stability of the paper circulation. 

The laboring classes of the community are now 
-paid their daily, or weekly wages, in bank notes 
of the smaller denominations, and if there are any 
in circulation of doubtful value and depreciated in 
public estimation, they are too often used in pay- 
ments to the poorer and more helpless classes of 
| society. “They are not always judges of the value 
or genuineness of the notes offered to them, and 
consequently, are often imposed upon, and their 
small earnings still more diminished, by the depre- 
ciated character or entire worthlessness of paper 
in which they are paid. If the alteration sug- 
gested should be adopted, the smaller notes would 


l 
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| soon be banished from circulation every where, and 


the laborer would, therefore, be paid in gold and 
| silver, and that portion of society which is most 
apt to suffer from worthless or depreciated paper, 
and who are least able to bear the loss, would be 
| guarded from imposition and injustice. It is time 
| that the just claims of this portion of society should 
be regarded in our legislation in relation to the cur- 
rency. So far we have been providing facilities for 
those employed in extensive commerce, and have 
| left the mechanic and the laborer to all the hazards 
of an insecure and unstable circulating medium. 
It may be objected to this plan, that in giving to 
the executive department, the. power of selecting . 
these fiscal agents from among the State banks, an 
undue influence may be exercised over them, and 
the power be used fcr improper and corrupt pur- 
oses. Theanswer to itappearsto be a plain.one. 
The States in which these institutions are situated 
can at all times control them, and would effectually 
interpose to prevent such abuses of powef. Be- 
sides, with the diminished revenue which will here- 
after. be collected, on the reduced tariff of duties, it 
is impossible to imagine that the gains to be derived 
from the public deposites, when distributed, as they 
must be, among so many banks, and among so 
many stockholders in each bank, can ever be suf- 
ficiently important to tempt them to swerve from 
their duty, or to influence, in any respect, their 
conduct or opinions. 

But itis proper, no doubt, in all cases, to restrict - 
political power within certain and defined limits, 
and it will be advisable, therefore, to regulate the 
selection in such a manner as to remove all appre- 
hensions of its abuse. The following are respect- 
fully suggested for consideration: 

If the danger of abuse is considered by Congress 


‘as one of any magnitude, and as likely to produce 


improper. influence, it may be effectually removed, 


| by makingit theduty of the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to divide the deposites among all the incorpo- 
rated specie-paying banks of the place where the 
revenue is collected, in proportion to their respect- 
ive capitals actually paid in, provided they are all 


| willing to receive them upon the terms prescribed 


by law; and if théy are not all willing, then among 
so many as would agree to take them. a 
Every danger of abuse in the selection will, by 


| this mode, be taken away; and the safety of the 


money could be secured, by authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to demand security from 
any of these banks, when, in his judgment, the 

ublic interest required it; and there might also ba 
a prohibition against removing the money to any 
place, except where it was immediately necessary 
for the purpose of disbursement. 
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“This mode would somewhat complicate the op- 
erations of the department. Yet Ido not perceive 
that it would produce any serious inconvenience | 
to the ‘public service. It might, and probably 
would, make it necessary to employ one or two 
- more clerks in the department. But that would 
be‘but a small consideration, if it be deemed ad- 
visable to take from the Executive all discretion 
over the subject. : ; 

If, however, Congress should agree with me in, 
supposing that the danger apprehended from this 
discretion is moreimaginary than real, L would then 
respectfully propose the following regulations: 

1. That the Secretary of the Treasury should 
annually, at the beginning of each session, report 
to Congress the banks which had been used by 
him ‘during the year, as the depositories of the 
public money. . i 

2. That the banks once selected as the deposi- 
tories of the public money, should be continued as 
such, unless, in the judgment of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the public interest required the de- 
pository to be changed; in which case, he should 
report to Congress, at its next session, the reason 
of the change. 

3. That, in all cases where there were two or 
more banks at the same place where the revenue 
is to. be deposited, at least two should be employed 
as the depositories of the money of the United 
States, if they are willing to receive it, and give 
the security that may be required. 

4, Where there shall be no banks at the places 
where the revenue is received, the money shall be 
deposited in such places as the Secretary shall 
direct, subject to the same obligation to report to 
Congress.. 

5. Nobank to be selected asà depository of the 
public money, or continued as such; which shall 
deal in any stocks, except those of the State in 
which it is situated, or of the United States. | 

6. After the third of March, eighteen hundred | 
and thirty-six,.no bank to be used as the deposi- 
tory of the public moriey, which shall issue or pay 
out notes below five dollars, and the notes of no 
bank to be received in payment of debts due to 
the United States, which ‘shall issue or pay out 
notes of a less denomination than that above men- 
tioned, after the time aforesaid, hor shall any Sk 
bea depository of public money which does not 
pay specie on demand for its notes. : 

` 1. Each bank selected for the deposite of the 
public money shall return astatement of its affairs 
to the Secretary of the Treasury once a month, or 
oftener if required. Such statement shall show 
the aggregate amount loaned to its own officers 
and directors, and also the amount loaned on its 
own stock. 

With these limitations it is believed that the 
public money will be safe, and that even the pos- 
sibility of abuse will be taken away. 

In submitting this view of the currency and the 
plan of improving it, I have endeavored to provide 
against the danger of a too sudden contraction of 
the present circulating medium. I am not pre- | 
pared to say that the amount in circulation is at 
this moment greater, or even so great, as the conve- | 
nience of the country requires. I think it is not. 
For it has been rapjdly and injuriously diminished, 
and itis to beregretted that the pains taken to de- 
stroy confidence in the great mass of the circulating 
medium has so far succeeded as to bring upon the 
community the inconvenience and suffering which | 
a rapid reduction of the circulating medium una- 
voidably occasions. The greatobject now in view 
is to terminate forever the evil of the present sys- 
tem, and to place the currency on a foundation so 
stable that it cannot again be shaken. 

If a broad and sure foundation of gold and silver | 
is provided for our system of paper credits, we 
need not hereafter apprehend those alternate sea- 
sons of abundance and scarcity of money suddenly | 
succeeding each cther, which has so far marked | 
our history, and irreparably injured so many of | 
our citizens, 

These remarks are respectfully submitted for | 
the consideration of the committee. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, | 
your obedient servant, R.B. T Y 


* AL , g 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. James K. Pox, 


Chairman Commiitee Ways and Means 


Mr. EWING asked if it was in order to move 
to réecommit the bill with instructions. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order. 

Mr. EWING asked if he could move its recom- 
mitment to a standing or select committee. 

After some conversation as to the question of 
order, f 

Mr. EWING submitted a motion tocommit the 
bill to a select committee, with instructions, and 
obtained leave of the House to express his views 
on the subject. After speaking some time, Mr. 
E., at the suggestion of Mr. POLK, yielded the 
floor, with the understanding that he should have 
an opportunity hereafter to continue his remarks. 

Mr. BURGES then moved an amendment to 
the motion to commit, instructing the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union to provide 
in the bill that every deposite bank should pay 
three and a half per cent. per annum for all public 
money which it shall have in possession for two 
months or longer. 

After some remarks from Messrs. POLK,REED, 
BURGES, BINNEY, and FELDER, 

Mr, BURGES withdrew his amendment, and 
the bill and report were committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordereg to be printed. 


the annual statements of the commerce and navi- 
gation of the United States. 

.On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, ten thou- 
sand extra copies were ordered to be printed. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Hvunzarp in the chair,) and resumed the consider- 
ation of 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


„Tke questions on the amendment submitted by 
Mr. Vance, viz: to reduce the salary and com- 
pensation to be paid to the Commissioner of the 
Land Office; the Collector, Inspector, and other 
officers of the Customs; the clerks, &c., inthe Post 
Office; the compensation to be given to the.next 
President of the United States; to the clerks in the 
House of Representatives, and the pay, &c., of 
members, were severalby put and negatived. 

The item for clerks, machinist, and messenger 
in the Patent Office, $5,400, was agreed to. 

. The question being on the item for incidéntal 
and contingent expenses of the Department of 
State, including the expense of publishing and dis- 
tributing the laws, $25,000. 

Mr. McKAY proposed an amendment thereto, 


by the departments for extra clerical service out 
of the contingent fund, except for recording and 
settling the papers therein. ‘This practice of em- 
ploying extra clerks, and paying them out cf the 
contingent fund, he considercd ought not to be 
permitted. 

Mr. POLK remarked that part of the expense 
which had been incurred under the head of extra 


| clerical service, was in consequence of a resolution 


of the Senate calling on the department to furnish 
various returns and statements of the comparative 
increase per centum of the white population, of 
slaves, of aliens, and of the militia throughout the 
United States. He was not aware that these 
returns had been completed, but for-the present 
he would not object to the amendment. Fa 

Mr. HARDIN objected, as this was already a 
question which had been decided by the House. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS wished to have the expense 
of distributing the laws accurately known, and 
presented separate from the incidental and other 
expenses of the department. 

Mr. POLK said that the expense of distribution 
varied according to the length of the session, and | 
from other causes it was impossible to be precise | 
in the expense to be incurred, The amount ex- 
pended in 1831 was $14,900; in 1832, $19,300; | 
whilst in 1833 it was but $11,477. This showed a 
variance of $8,000; but which might be attributed | 
to the discontinuance of the practice used formerly 
of employing special agents for the distribution. | 
The conveyance by mail was now used for this 
purpose. ‘Phe same objection, on the score of | 
principle, might be used for the fuel, and they 
might be called on to specify the quantity used for 


of the House of Representatives. 


2 


years past, and to appropriate, pro rata, for each 
department. The practice would be seen to prove! 


The SPEAKER communicated to the House | 


substantially to prevent any payments being made | 


inconvenient, and he should hope, as the appro- 
priation was the usual one, themember from Mas- 
sachusetts would be satisfied. 

Mr. ADAMS pressed his amendment, so as to 
grant $5,000 for incidental expenses, &c., and 
$20,000 for expense of distributirs the laws. 

After some remarks from Mr. McK AY, Mr. 
ADAMS, and Mr. FOOT, 

Mr. POLK said the House could not know 
whether the precise amounts designated would be 
sufficient for the objects contemplated for each. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. A. was 
then put and negatived: Ayes 43, noes 63. No 
quorum, 

The CHAIRMAN having ascertained there 
were only 111 members present, 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved that the committee 
do rise and report the fact to the House: 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. POLK desired to have a call of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN informed the committee that 
| although they had refused the motion to rise, yet 
| that no business could be transacted until a quo- 
rum was in attendance. s 

Some members having in the interim comé into 
the Hall, 

Mr. H. EVERETT rose and advocated the 
amendment, i 

And after some explanatory remarks from Mr. 
ARCHER and Mr. POLK, the question was a 
second time put, and the amendment was rejected: 
Ayes 50, noes 74. 

The question recurring on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. McK AY, 

Mr. WATMOUGH opposed it, as not suffi- 
: ciently coming up to the professions of those who 
; claimed to belong to the old Jefferson school. 

Mr. CHILTON rose to propose an amendment 
| to the amendment, viz: to strike out ‘the excep- 
; tion in favor of clerks for arranging the records,” 
He would oppose the practice that prevailed, of 
| giving any power to the heads of departments, 
‘at their pleasure to employ extra clerks fox aay 
; purpose, in addition to the number which was 
; fixed by law. If the clerks were encouraged in 
| this instance, they would look for extra service in 
| every other case to help them in duties they were 
themselves capable of performing, as naturally as 
a horse would look to find corn in the trough out 
_ of which he was accustomed to feed. 
i The amendment was further opposed by Mr. 


| HARPER, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. GREN- 


i NELL. 
| Mr. McKAY defended the propriety of his 
‘ amendment, and advocated its necessity, as fixing 
i some limits to the employment of the contingent 
; fund, and rendering it imperative in the Secretary 
| of State to cause the archives in his office to be put 
| in order. l 
After some remarks from Messrs. SHEPHERD, 
HARDIN, and HALL of North Carolina, in 
which the propriety of supplying the clerks in the 


i| department with newspapers, Niles’s Register, 


and other papers, was incidentally discussed — 

Mr. ADAMS explained that it had been the 
| usual practice to have fifty copies of Niles’s Regis- 
ter supplied for the use of our ministers abroad. 

Mr. BATES complained of the increased ex- 
penses to which the department was subjected, and 
inquired for information in relation to them from 
the chairman of the Committee on Expenditure in 
the Department of State. The expense for hard- 
ware and furniture was enormous. 

Mr. SHEPHERD replied that it was his in- 
tention, he could assure the gentleman, to wade 
through all these matters which were the subject 
of complaint. 

Mr. FULLER, of New York, desired to have 
some information on the subject of the unexpended 
balances of salaries to the clerks. 

Mr. ARCHER explained. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. CHILTON 
was rejected: i 

Ayes 55, noes 81. 

After some remarks from Mr. ADAMS, of 
; Massachusetts, and Mr. McK AY, 
| Mr. BURD said that, in his opinion, the clerks 
should labor, and labor faithfully; thatin summer 
they should go to their work at six o’clock in the 
| morning, and labor till breakfast, at eight o'clock; 
| and again from nine till two, and at three return to 
i their offices and work till six. He waa in favor of 
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paying them amply for their services, if faithfully 
performed. 

The question being taken on Mr. McK AY’S 
amendment, it was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out $1,300 in-the 
324 line, and insert $650; which was rejected, 

The following clause being under considera- 
tion: 


“For the Documentary History of the Ameri- || 
can Revclution, per act of the 24 March, 1833, |: 


$35,000” — 


he must oppose this provision,and be would show 
the House that it might involve the country in an 
expenditure of a million of dollars. Ifthe House 
was disposed to listen to the facts regarding the | 
sontract with the late Secretary, he would show 
what he had exceeded his authority in making the 


ihe committee rise. 


Rejected. 


Mr. McK AY wentinto some statements on the | 


_ subject, and moved that the item be strickent out; 
when 


| 


vise. Lost—72 to 84, 

The amendment proposed by Mr. McKay was 
aegatived. : z j 

Mr. ARCHER moved an amendment, appro- | 
sriating $25,000 for the purchase of the original 
sorrespondence and other papers of General Wash- 
ington. 

After some remarks from Mr. HALL, of North 
Carolina, the report from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, recommending the purchase, was 
read, and several documents were also read with 
respect to the value of the papers, and some con- 
versation took place, in which Messrs. ADAMS, 
CAMBRELENG, and HALL, took part. 

Mr. ARCHER then withdrew the amendment, 


with a view to offer it again, in another form, | 
|! BEARDSLEY, and ordered. j! 


hereafter. : | 

Mr. FOOT moved to strike out the item appro- | 
priating $750 for additional watchmen, and an in- ; 
crease of the compensation of watchmen of the ; 
‘northeast executive building, in addition to the 
usual appropriation. i 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise. 
Rejected—62 to 82. 

The question being taken on the motion to 
strike out, it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. FOOT moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the item reimbursing the fund for the contin- 
gent expenses of the northeast executive building, 
&c. Mr. F, spoke against the clause, and in 
favor of specific appropriations. 'The motion was 
negatived. 


} 
{ 


i) stood— 


attendance. 
| 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved to amend the item 
making appropriations for two additional clerks 
in the 3d Auditor’s office, by striking out a por- 
tion as surplusage. Agreed to. 

Mr. DICKSON moved that the committee rise. 
Lost—ayes 54, noes 80. 

The item for supplying book-cases and fire-bags | 
for the purpose of placing the title papers, &c., in 
a place of security, incase of fire, was, on motion 
of Mr. POLK, struck out. 

The item for thecontingent expense of the office 
of the Commissary General was reduced from 
$2,600 to $2,500. 

The other items preceding these having been | 
gone through— 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out of the item for 
additional clerk hire, the words “* for the first half 
of,’? so as to make it read for 1834, in order to 
carry into effect the act of the 7th of January, 
1832, granting revolutionary pensioners $5,000. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS inquired how this became 
necessary. 

Mr. POLK explained. 

Mr. EVANS thought as this was an item that 
would require more discussion than could begiven 
to it at this late hour, he would move thatthe com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. POLK said the subject could be fully ex- 
amined into when the bill should be before the 
House. 

Mr. EVANS said he was perfectly aware of the 
gentleman’s anxiety to get this subject into the 
House. He also knew, when it was there, how 
soon hig anxiety for the public service would in- 
duce him to take means to get it passed there. 

Mr. POLK said, if the gentleman would be so 


| 
i 
i 
i 


ea i ba 
| wouid make the motion for the rising of the com- 


‘ | dered. 
Mr. McKAY said that, in duty to his country, |! 


| of bigh importance, he would move that the com- 
contract, and as the hour was late, he moved that |i 
House. 


, | Massachusetts would agree to take up phe bill to- 
Mr. EVANS moved that the committee do now || 


! which motion, 


| we were obliged to go to press. 


| being pending— 


| as that of every other member, to have the ques- || 


: G1; no quorum. 


courteous as to permit him to answer him, he | 
mittee. i 
Mr. EVANS declined, 
_ The motion for the committee to rise was nega- 
tived—ayes 37, noes 78. (No quorum.) | 
The CHAIRMAN thereupon rose and reported || 
that fact to the House. 
Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 
Mr. POLK calied for the yeas and nays. Or- 


Mr. EVAN 
prevailed, and 
The House adjourned. 


S moved an adjournment, which 
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Mr. McKEAN presented two memorials from‘ 
the county of Chester, Pennsylvania. Also, the 


Mr. CHILTON hoped the hour of six o’clock 
would be inserted. 

The motion to adjourn was negatived—yeas 53, 
nays 87. 

‘The House again went into committee. 

Mr. ADAMS said, asthe subjects to arise were 


mittee rise, with a view to have a call of the 


Mr. POLK said he had no objection to the- 
committee rising, if the honorable member from 


morrow, and go throug with it, without wasting 
further time. 
On the motion that the committee rise, the vote 


Ayes 26, noes 80. (No quorum.) 

The CHAIRMAN rose and reported the fact 
to the House. i 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved an adjournment; on | 


Mr. BEARDSLEY demanded the yegs and | 
nays. | 
The motion to adjourn was not decided when 


| proceedings of a public meeting in Mifflin county, 
; Pennsylvania, both in favor of the restoration of 


the deposites to the Bank of the United States, and 
in favor of a recharter of that institution; which 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of W. J. 
: Caldwell, and another; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. . 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of A. 
A. Nicholson, a first lieutenant of marines, pray- 
ing to be compensated for his services as acting 
assistant quartermaster in the marine corps; 

The petition of Stephen Oats; and 

The petition of James Buchanan; 

Which were severally referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial’ from 
thecity of Trenton, New Jersey, and another from 
the county of Warren, in favor of a restoration of- ` 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States, and : 
a recharter of that corporation; which were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 


f 


The motion made by Mr. J. Q. ADAMS to 
adjourn, at thirty-five minutes past six o’clock, 


The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. 


The motion was rejected—yeas 39, nays 86. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. J. Q. ADAMS rose to move a call of the 


House. . 

Mr. SPEIGHT (Speaker pro tem.) decided that 
he had no right to receive the motion. 

Mr, ADAMS appealed from this decision. 

Mr. SPEIGHT considering that there was a 
quorum in the House, his duty was to resign, and 
the House were to resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, in which 
condition they had been when the committee rose 
to report the fact that there was not a quorum in 


The House accordingly went again into com- 
mittee, Mr. Hussar» in the chair. 

Mr. MOORE rose to a pointof order. He con- |} 
sidered it was the duty of the Speaker to have put 
the question on the motion made by the member 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SPEIGHT (in the House) explained, and 
maintained that his decision had been in strict con- 
formity to the former practice of the House. That || 
a committee having reported that a quorum was 
not in attendance, and it having in the interim been 
ascertained that a quorum was present, then it was || 
the duty of the Speaker to vacate his seat, and 
reinstate the committee. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that this was the practice | 
of the House, and insisted upon his right, as well |; 


tion put to the House upon any motion they should | 


present. F i 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved the committee rise. 


Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings of 
a convention of delegates from the several counties 
of New Jersey, appointed at public meetings, rec- 
| ommending a restoration of the public deposites to 
i the Bank of the United States, and a recharter of 
said bank. 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being Mr. Forsyrn’s amend- 
ment to Mr. Poinpexter’s resolutions, and Mr. 
| POINDEXTER’S appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, which was, that the amendment was in 
order. ; 

The question on sustaining the decision of the 
Chair was taken, and determined as follows, viz: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Forsyth, Grun- 
dy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of Geor- 
gia, Linn, McKean, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, 
Tipton, White, Wilkins, and Wright—17......-.. 

WA YS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Poindex- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Waggaman, and Webster—26. i 

So the decision was reversed, and the amend- 
ment was declared not to be in order. 

Mr. FORSYTH then asked a division of the 
question upon the resolutions. 

Mr. CLAY rose and submitted the following 
resolutions, which he hoped Mr. POINDEXTER 


| would accept as a substitute for ‘his, as the varia- 


tions were not material. 

1. Resolved, That the protest communicated to 
the Senate on the 17th instant, by the President of 
the United States, asserts powers, as belonging to 
the President, which are inconsistent with the just 
authority of the two Houses of Congress, and 
inconsistent with the Gonstitution of the United 
States. 


The motion was rejected. Ayes 59, noes 72. 

The item for additional clerk hire, with the |! 
amendment proposed by Mr. POLK, so as to 
make it read for 1834, to carry into effect the act 
of the 7th January, 1852, granting revolutionary 
pensions, $5,000 was then agreed to. 

After some other items were gone through— 

Mr.CHILTON ALLAN appealed to the House |! 
not to persist at so late an hour (then half past |, 
seven o’clock) in proceeding with a bill of this || 
importance, and which contained appropriations | 
of an increased amount, beyond that of former 
years. He moved that the committee rise. 

The vote on this motion stood—ayes 37, noes 


The CHAIRMAN rose and reported the fact 


2. Resolved, That while the Senate is, and ever 
will be, ready to receive from the President all 


| such messages and communications as the Consti- 
i tution and laws, and the usual course of public 


business, authorize him to transmit to it, yet it 
cannot recognize any right in him to make a for- 
mal protest against votes and proceedings of the 
Senate, declaring such votes and proceedings to be 
illegal and unconstitutional, and requesting the 
Senate to enter such protest on its Journals. 

3. Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach 
of the privileges of the Senate, and that it be not 


i entered on the Journal. 


After someconversation between Messrs: POIN- 
DEXTER,CALHOUN,CLAYTON, and PRES- 


to the House, after which, 


TON, the point of which was, whether it was not 
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better to receive: the protest, and proceed to the 
consideration of the paper itself, 

Mr. POINDEXTER accepted Mr. CLay’s res- 

- olutions as a substitute for his own. 

Mr. BIBB then proposed to amend the resolu- 
tions by striking out all that follows the words 
*‘ United States,” in the first resolution, and insert- 
ing the words “ be not received.” : 

Mr. KANE then obtained the floor, and moved 

“an-adjournment. 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, April 23, 1834. ° 


After the reading of the Journal— 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS said, some circumstances 
which occurred on the preceding day, which were 
incorrectly recorded, made it necessary for him to 
thove to expunge the following words from the 
Journal: ‘After some time spent therein,” and 
insert, “ And the Speaker resumed the chair, and 
«Mr. Hussar reported that the committee had, 
“according to order, had the said bill under con- 
‘sideration; and finding itself without a quorum, 
‘had risen, and directed him to report that fact to 
t the House.” And again, to strike out, in another 
place, ‘*Mr. Hussard resumed the chair of the 
t Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
*Union,’’ and insert, ‘* The House again resolved 
‘itself into Committee of the Whole House on 
“the state of the Union, and proceeded in the con- 
‘sideration of the said bill; and after some time 
‘spent therein, the- Speaker again resumed the | 
‘chair, and Mr. Hussard reported that the com- 
t mittee, finding itself again without a quorum, had 
‘risen, and directed him to report that fact to the 
House.” i 

Mr. A. said there were other matters connected 
with this, which made it imperative on him to 

~ require these corrections. He had made a motion 
for a call of the House, which was refused by Mr. 
Sreicut. He had appealed from this decision, 
and he had refused also to entertain this motion. - 
‘There was no motion made by the chairman to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Mr. Hussar, the Chairman, had done 
8o incorrectly; and when he ascertained that there 
was not.a quorum, he called on the member from 
North Carolina (Mr. Srercut] to fill the Speaker’s 
chair in the House. He did not believe he was 
authorized to appoint any one. The appointment 
was not according to precedent. The statements 
on the Journal showed that the proceedings were 
informal. After stating at length several cases 
which authorized him to correct the proceeding, 
he said if this were not a mere matter of form, if 
the practice itself had not a tendency to lead to 
scenes of the grossest disorder, he would have 
passed the occurrences over, as that which might 
naturally arise after a long debate, when members 
were excited or fatigued, after a patient attention 
to. the duties of the House. But this state of 
things was so interwoven and connected with an 
attempt, on the part of a portion of the House, | 
‘to drive through it a bill, second to none in import- 
ance,—he meant the general appropriation bill,— 
that he could not pass it over. It was evidently 
the design of a portion of the House to drive, force 
it, without discussion, or permitting any amend- 
ment to be made. To such a length was this cer- 
ried, that the honorable chairman of the Committee 
of Waysand Means formally proposed tomakethe | 
motion for the-rising of the committee a matter of 
bargain—aye, sir, a mattet of bargain, whether he 
would or not object to my motion to thig effect. 
It is true the honorable chairman was arrested in | 
the course of these remarks, and called to order. | 

Mr. BOON rose to order. He desired to know 
if it was in order to impute such improper motives | 
as were implied by the language of the hoùor- | 
able member from Massachusetts to the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and toa 
portion of the House. 

TheSPEAKER, No improper motives should 


Mr. ADAMS maintained that he had a perfect | 
right to allude, not personally, but historically, to 
the transactions of the previous day in the House. 
le had not made any personal reflection on the | 


chairman, or any portion of the House. He trusted || 


that at this day, when the House was full, that 


| Upon that occasion, the chairman of the Commit- 


| stopped by the chairman of the committee. 


| Largain; and although that honorable member | 
i might be satisfied that, by the mere lifting of his || 
| finger, other members would follow him, and that | 


a different course would be followed, and that he 
would be permitted to speak, as he had a right to 
do, of their proceedings as matters of history; 
when a direct proposition, a bargain, was at- 
tempted to be made, that if he would agree to sit 
out the bill to-morrow, the member and those 
whom he commanded——-.. 

The SPEAKER called the member to order. 

Mr. ADAMS. Isitnotin order, then, to speak 
the truth? 

Mr. POLK. What the honorablemember states 
is not correct; it is not true. 

Considerable excitement and confusion was ob- 
served in the House. 

Mr. ADAMS was proceeding, and used some 
language which was not distinctly heard by the 
reporters; for which 

Mr. POLK rose and called him to order. 

The SPEAKER desired Mr. A. to take his seat. 

Mr. VINTON inquired for what? 

The SPEAKER said, for having transgressed 
the rules of debate, acting in a disorderly manner. 

Mr. VINTON appealed from the decision of 
the Speaker to the House; and he would make this 
a question, whether one member had not a right 
to accuse another? 

The SPEAKER. Notona motion of this kind, 
or in an indirect manner. 

The SPEAKER here read from the rules the 
part enjoining upon members that they should 
avoid personality in debate; and said that he had 
called the member from Massachusetts to order 
for not having confined himself to the question, and 
for making a direct and personal attack upon a 
member of the House. ‘Phe member having been 
called to order, has taken his seat. The House 
will take what order in the proceedings they think 
proper. ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS hoped the member from Mas- 
sachusetts would be permitted to proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. VINTON here withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. WATMOUGH desired to know what was 
the charge against the member from Massachu- 
setts. 

The SPEAKER said, for nôt debating the ques- 
tion, and for making a personal allusion to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
in stating he wanted to make an improper use of 
his privilege, by making a bargain. 

After some-remarks from Mr.WATMOUGH, 

Mr. ADAMS having obtained leave to makean 
explanation, he dectared he had no intention to 
make any charge against the honorable chairman. 
it was true he had used the word “ bargain,” but 
not in an offensive sense. He would state the cir- 
cumstances, and the House would then be able to 
judge for themselves. It would be in their recol- 
lection that, after a motion to adjourn was nega- 
tived, that he had moved a call of the House. | 


tee of Ways and Means rose in his place, looked 
forward to him, and said he would agree to ad- 
journ if he (Mr. A.) would pledge himself to take 
up the appropriation bill the following (this) day, 
and go through with it. In these remarks he was 


the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means did not understand that this proposi- 


| Uon was a bargain, or the House so understood it, |! 


then it would bean impfoper word. Had he been 
permitted to answer, he must have said that he 
could not answer for more than himself in such a | 


he could carry his object, yet he would not have 
influence over any member, and therefore could | 
not make such a bargain. This was his explana- 
tion. He left the proper use of the word to be 
decided upon by the House. 

Mr. POLK rose, but gave way to 


. 


pro tem. to preside in his absence. He did not 
nate by name to the House the indivi 
he selected. _ 
of the committee had nominated Mr. Speignt in 


dual whom | 


If |) 


| The SPEAKER, who said-he owed it to him- |! 
selfto explain the circumstances under which he 

i| had been in the babit of appointing the Speaker | 

be attributed by any member to others. I n 
1 


consider, by the rule, that he was bound to nomi- || 


Tt was nota fact that the chairman | 


indisposition, he had, previous to his leaving the 
House, who were then in committee, informed the 
clerk the person whom he had named. After 
referring to the practice and usage of the British 
Parliament on the matters involved, We concluded 
by saying it was competent for the House to ex- 
press their decision on them. t 

Mr. POLK. hoped that he should be permitted 
an opportunity to repel the personal attack that 
had been made upon him. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to order. He main- 
tained that the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
the right to the floor. 

TheSPEAKER said he had relinquished it, and 
then the member from Tennessee having rose,was 
entitled to it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. if he had, then he had 
nothing more to say. But he considered that he 
had sat down upon being directed to do so. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not yielded the floor. 
Hehad taken ‘his seat when called to order. The 
explanation which he had given was to disclaim 
having made a personal attack. In doing this, he 
had not yielded the floor. He then proceeded to 
contend against the explanation, and particularly 
against the power claimed by the Speaker, to ap- ` 
pointa locum tenens without naming him to the 
House, He referred to the perilous consequences 
that might ensue to the House and the nation, if, 
with a bare quorum, any member making the 
motion should not be permitted to have either a 
call of the House, ora motion to adjourn, Fe had 
sat in his place until seven o’clock, impransus, and 
was willing to do so at any personal inconveni- 
ence for want of sustenance, if it had been the 
pleasure of the House to do so; that is, of the 
House properly constituted, for he had thought 
there was a design, from what took place, to de- 
| prive the members of their rights on such an im- 
portant bill as that which was under discussion. 
He denied the right of the Speaker to nominate a 
person to act for him, without the sanction of the 
House; for, as he got his own authority from 
them, he had not the right to transferit. Themo- 
tion he made was strictly in order, he believed. If 
the Speaker was present, he would not have re- 
fused, as the member from North Carolina did, 
either to receive his motion, or refuse his right to 
appeal. He only desired the correction of the Jour- 
nal, thatit might be in conformity to truth and right. 

Mr. POLK said, as he was not willing to detain 
the House from the more important business 
before it, he would not follow the example of the 
member from Massachusetts. He only desired to 
notice the severe adimadversions which had been 
made, and in such impassioned language, by that 
honorable member, upon a majority of the House. 
He also desired to notice the allusions which he 
| had chosen to make with respect to himself. What 
was the substance of the gentleman’s complaint? 
He charged that a majority of the House, a great 
| portion, were attempting to drive through it the 
appropriation bill in animproper manner. Sir, 
| (said Mr. P.,) I deny the fact; and before 1 pro- 
ceed further, Í must ask, in what situation have 
| we been placed with respect to the appropriation 
bill, to which so frequently, and in vindictive 
| strains, the member from Massachusetts recurs? 
| Have. we not been engaged in it for nearly seven 
whole days? And what had been our progress in 
it? Scarcely any, until yesterday, We have been 
met in all and every of its items with obstractions 
| purposely thrown in our way; 1 may add, with 
embarrassments improperly raised, to defeata bill 
actually necessary for the public service at this 
| moment. 

What were we to do with a bill of this charac- 
ter?—-we, who deemed it all-important to hasten 
i through, when, according to the rumors that 
were more than intimated on this floor, as else- 
where, it was the intention to opposeit all through, 
and to withhold the supplies for the service of 
i the nation? Were we to sit still, fold our arms, 
| or come to the conclusion which we did, to en- 
| deavor to have it passed, and in the only way that 
we could accomplish that passage, by resolving to 
| wait patiently in our seats, hear and discuss ob- 
jections that should bestarted, and consider them, 
iin order to obviate them? Sir, it was with this 
determination I and a number of members, who 


his absence. It was a fact that he was nominated 
by himself; and having been suffering under some 


are to be stigmatized for so doing, came to the Hall 
yesterday, and not to rise until we should get 


Bal 


imputation was made. 

Mr. POLK disclaimed it. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was satisfied so far. He 
wished explanation as to the charge for voting 
always to adjourn, for he believed there was not 
any member less liable to the charge of desiring to 
adjourn to the injury of his constituents. 

Mr. POLK. ‘I leave this matter to be settled 
between the gentleman and his constituents. 1 
have no explanation to give about it. 

Mr. ADAMS. I appeal to the Chair. Iam 
insulted; I have asked for an explanation on & 


charge of violating my duty as a member in this | 


House. 

TheSPEAKER. Such a charge wasimproper. 

Mr. PATTON here rose to order, and to ask if 
it was in order to impute to an individual member 
an intention to defeat a bill by voting for an ad- 
journment, what he could not do directly? He 
wished also to know if it was in order to talk of a 
majority in that House who could be led, by one 
member, to vote by the lifting up of his finger? 
He witnessed these altercations and remarks with 
regret, and he must call on the Speaker to arrest 


them. 

The SPEAKER said the parties had been called 
to order. They had taken their seats in conse- 
quence. 

Mr. POLK resumed, and said that he was about 
to say that, regarding the despatch of the bill 
through the committee as all important to the 
public service, he wished to proceed with it, and 
when the motion was made to adjourn, he had 
voted against it. In regard to the charge of pro- 
posing to make an improper bargain to effect this, 
although the charge was qualified— 

Mr. ADAMS called to order. 

The SPEAKER. The member from Massa- 
chusetts has disclaimed that he intended anything 
personal. 

Mr. POLK then said, that not to tire the House 
with a continuance of this subject, he would say 
ence for all, that, placed as he was, with some 
responsibility, as the organ through whom some 

-of these measures were proposed to the House, he 
would be perfectly satisfied, if no greater offence 
should be charged upon him than that of sticking 
to his seat; for it he should be acquitted to his 
constituents and*‘to his conscience. 
repel the charge that a majority of the House had 
a desire to drive the bill through. 

Mr. ADAMS had not said a majority of the 
House had such an object; he said a majority of 
those present at the time to which he alluded, 

Mr. POLK said, constantly as he was interrupt- 
ed by the gentleman, he would relieve the House 
from the unpleasant discussion He desired that 
they should go on with the bill; avowing that he 
would not be deterred by sitting here late, from 
that object, by any such complaint as that there 
was a refusal to adjourn. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, he felt it a duty to state, 
that having been called to the chair, in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the appropriation bill, by 
the kindness of the Speaker, it was his purpose to 

. act in that situation with impartiality; and if he 
committed any error, it should not be designed. 
He was aware that the member from North Caro- 
lina had been named by the Speaker to fill the 
chair, if occasion should arise for it, in consequence 
of his absence. 

Mr. REED reg 
had taken; he cou 
had the right to leave i 
successor, unless by leave from the House. 


retted the course this subject 
ld not allow that the Speaker 
the chair, or appoint a 
He 


He would | 


} 
| 
t 
f 


l 
t 


| usage of the House. 
ii unkind feeling to the member from Massachusetts, 
i and would, therefore, forbear noticing farther the 


was opposed to the course taken by idi 
wan or p y the presiding 

Mr. FOOT supported the course taken as 
strictly within. the rule. It was always under- | 
stood, that the moment a committee rose, in con- | 
sequence of there not being a quoram, when it 
was ascertained that there was one, the committee 
were from that moment reinstated in their former 
condition. 

Mr. SPEIGHT justified his course when in the 
chair, as that which was according to the former 
He denied that he had any 


spirit with which he conducted this discussion. 
After a remark or two from Mr. BRIGGS— 
Mr. BINNEY contended that there ought to be 


j Some power in the House to compel the attend- 
i ance of members in the Committee of the Whole, 


in order that a minority of the House might not 


| control the proceedings of the committee. ; 
Mr. MERCER suggested that, after all, this || 


might be a question of fact and not of order. He 
had been intormed by the gentleman who was in 
the chair when the member from Massachusetts 
made his motion and appeal, that he did not en- 
tertain them because he was in the act of surren- 
dering, or had surrendered the chair to the chair- 


| man of the Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. WAYNE suggested the expediency, with 
a view to enable. the House to get rid of the ques- 
tion, of appointing a committee to examine the 
facts, and correct the Journal accordingly. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said he had never known 
the question to.be put on returning into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when a quorum was ascer- 
tained to be present in the House. He considered | 
the question as unimportant, and was anxious that 
the House should dispose of itin one way or other, | 

Mr. McKINLEY considered it as a matter of 
importance that the Journal should be made to 
eak the facts as to the proceedings in the House. 
e contended in regard to the second proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, that the 
Blouse was necessarily obliged to return into the 
committee, when it was ascertained that there was 
a quorum, as when a message is received, while 
the House is in Committee of the Whole, the 
Speaker takes the chair to enable the House to 
receive the message, after which the House imme- 
diately réturns to the committee. 

Mr. CHILTON supported the amendment. 

Mr. BOON believing (be said) that nothing was 
to be gained by a continuance of this debate, and 


wishing to enable the House to proceed to more |! 


important business, moved to lay the amendment 
on the table. : : 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion, it was 
decided in the affirmative: Yeas 100, nays 89. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved the following amend- 
ment to the Journal: 

«Mr. J.Q. Apams moved that there be a call 
‘of the House. Fhe Speaker refused to put the 
‘ question, upon which Mr. Apams appealed from 
< the decision of the Speaker, who refused to enter- 
‘ tain the motion, and left the chair, which was im- 
< mediately resumed by Mr. Husparp, as Chair- 
< man ef the Committee of the Whole.” 

Mr. BOON moved to lay the motion on the table, 
upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question being taken, it was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 94, nays 95. ; i 

Mr. ADAMS thanked the House for their de- 


termination to entertain the proposition, which, of |) 
| the two he had offered, was infinitely the more 


He hoped the House would now suf- 
l to be so altered as to show what 
The decision of the: 


important. 
fer the Journa 
actually did take place. 11 
House to lay his former motion on the table he | 
was willing to consideras a decision that the House 
was a legitimate House, though a minority of the | 
House constituted an actual majority of the Com- | 
mittee, rejecting all amendments to the bill, and 
endeavoring to force its passage. He did not 
charge the majority of the House with the at- 
temptto drive the bill through, forthe attempt was | 
made by a minority. He,stated that he hitffself | 
made no motion to amend the bill, except one | 
which the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means accepted. Most ef the motions re- 


jected were made by the gentleman from North 
| Carolina, [Mr. McK ay,] who was an ardent sup- 
porter of the Administration. He reminded the 
House that from the commencement of the session 
he had earnestly pressed upon the House his op- 
position to the insertion of any provision in the 
appropriation bills which was not warranted by 
previous laws. If thé gentleman from Tennessee. 
had adopted his principle when he first made- the 
motion to strike out the provision for an additional 
clerkship in tne State Department, there would 
i have been little delay of the bill, but the gentleman 
himself resisted that motion for two days. He 
utterly disclaimed any unkind feeling towards the 
chairman of the Committeé of Ways and Means, 
| or the chairman of the Committee of the Whole, 
j and whatever excitement he might show here in 
; discussing facts, heJeft it at the door of the House 
| when he left it, and the moment he left the door 
j he would feel willing to take any member of the 
House by the hand. ; 
i 
f 
1 
| 
i 
i 


Mr. BRIGGS offered a further amendment, 
i specifying that Mr. Srsienr, and notthe Speaker, 
: was in the chair. : 

Mr. POLK said it seemed probable that this. 
debate would prevent the House from taking up, , 
! to-day, the important bill which the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts had so often referred:to, and 
i he trusted that he would not. be held responsible. 
| by that gentleman for this delay.: -The gentleman. 
| hela him responsible for delaying the bill: two — 
| days. 
not make every effort to avoid debate.’ Very often: 
the had, perhaps impatiently, : importuned the 
| House to proceed with the bill. At the close of. 
| the second day, the gentleman from Massachu-~ 
| setts made a long speech on the subject, what he 
| should call a set speech. He could hardly account 
i for the circumstance that the gentleman could 


i| scarcely rise in his place without animadverting, 


| in some way, upon him. 
| He (Mr. P.) discharged the duty ofan individual 
member, and could not imagine what object any 
| one could have in representing him as influencing 
| others in the discharge of their duties. . The 
| gentleman from Massachusetts makes assaults 
upon every one, lashes all around the House, and 
then seeks to retreat by saying that if he had hurt 
anybody’s feelings, he did not intend it. Hein- 
sisted that there wag no one provision of this bill 
which was out of the usual course; and trusted 


i consumption of time. But why did the gentleman 
| consume the time of the House by dragging this 
uestion before it? He proposes to amend. the 
| Journal, and he goes off and charges the majority 
of the House with improper conduct, and repeats 
| the remarks which he had already made before, 
| Thinking it necessary that we should transact the 
| public business, instead of consuming time in po- 
litical discussions, which were intended for effect 
abroad, and ended in no legislation, he hoped the 
House would go on with the appropriation bills, 
| sitting late, and working hard, ull we had got 
through with them. He hoped we should not sit 
| here, to hear the same speeches delivered over and 
over again, for the benefit, asa member of this 
House used to say, of the people of Buncombe. 
He was sorry to consume even the time occupied 
by these remarks, He hoped the House would 
go on to transact its business, without that excite- 
ment which the gentleman from Massachusetts so 
much manifested, and yet deprecated—that we 
should do as he says, and not as he does. 

Mr. LANE opposed the amendment, as not 
| stating the facts as he understood them. The 
j Speaker, he said, had left the chair, and was half 
way off from the platform, before the gentleman 
from Massachusetts made his motion. OG 

After some remarks from Mr. EVANS, 3 

Mr. SPEIGHT said, it was true that he was M, 
the act of leaving the chair, when the motion was 
made; but candor required him to state, that had 
he remained in the chair, he should not have con- 
| sidered that he had a right to receive the motion 
for the call of the House. Fle also stated, thatin 
his course, he had no design to interfere with the 
| rights of any member of the Houses and further 
observed, that it would be no cause 


of niortifi¢a-~ 
tion to him if his name should be handed down to 
posterity as having made a wrong decision in- this 
House. - i 


He appealed to the House whether he did ; ` 


that he would be acquitted of any unnecessay `` 
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"| Mr. BYNUM said he had voted to lay the 
ainendment of the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
gachusetts on the table, and should now vote 
against its passage, unless a motion was again 
made for it.to lay on the table. ial 

He thoughtits passage would be an act of injus- 
tice to his honorable colleague, who had occupied 
the chair atthe time alluded to, as the motives and 
reasons by which the decision of which complaint 
had been made, would be handed down to pos- 
terity unexplained, and would certainly subject to 
the suspicion and censure of all who should in 
future observe the proceedings of the House, the 
conduct of his.colleague. Theamendment which 
had just been proposed by another honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts,[Mr, Brices,] he thought 
made the whole still more objectionable. That 

_ honorable member proposed to insert the name of 
his colleague, who occupied temporarily the chair, 
and thereby made the censure more express and 
direct, which would inflict additional injustice on 
the occupant of the chair. He believed the con- 
duct of his colleague while in the chair was not 
‘only innocent, but strictly correct. It appeared to 
him, from the different expositions that had been 
made in the House, that his colleague had taken 
the chair, as Speaker, while the House was in 
Committee of the Whole, for a special purpose, | 
and his duties were restricted either to adjourn it, | 
or to ascertain whether or not there was a quorum, ; 
on the commission of either of which his colleague 
thought his functions and powers immediately ex- | 
pired, and he did not, therefore, deem himself at lib- | 
erty to entertain the motion of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts; but after ascertaining 
the fact that there was a quorum, he immediately 
relinquished the chair, and the House, by its very 
nature, was resolved back intoa Committee of the 
Whole; It did appear to him (said Mr. B.) that 
this decision was perfectly correct, as upon the 
very ascertainment of the fact of the existence of 
a quorum, the nature of the House was changed 
into a Committee of the Whole, and the functions 
of the Speaker of the House, he thought, neces- 
sarily ceased to exist, immediately after the an- 
nouncement of the fact of the existence of a 
quorum, which forthwith, without motion, con- 
verted the body from the House into a Committee 
of the Whole; and he thought his colleague per- 
fectly right in believing he had no power, as 
Speaker, to entertain the motion of the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and 
hoped ‘he would be sustained in. the decision he 
had made. 

After some remarks from Messrs. FILLMORE 
and CHILTON, 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved that the motion to 
amend be laid upon the table; which was agreed 
to—yeas 98, nays 90. 

Mr. R. M. JONSON moved the suspension | 
of the rules, in order to submit the following: 
: Resolved, That the several bills, viz: 

‘No. 283. Making appropriations for the civil | 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for | 
the year 1834; ; 

No. 221.: Making appropriations for continuing 
the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
and repairing said road east of the Ohio, and con- 
tinuing certain territorial roads; . 

No. 269. Making additional appropriations for 
the.improvement-of certain harbors and removing | 
obstructions in the mouths of certain rivers; 

No. 109. Making appropriations for the Indian | 
department; 

No. 182. Making appropriations for Indian 
annuities, and other similar objects; 

No. 181. Making appropriations for certain 
fortifications for the year 1834; 

Be the standing order of the day for Thursday, 
the 24th instant, attwelve o’clock,and on each suc- 
ceeding day, (Saturdays excepted,) at the same 
hour, until the said bills shall be disposed of; and 
that till the hour of twelve o’clock on each day the 
business of the House shall proceed in the order 
prescribed by the rules of the House: Provided, | 
that it shall be in order to present memorials and 
petitions on Mondays. 

Mr. VINTON moved an adjournment. 
jected. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, on 
Mr, Jounson’s motion to suspend the rules, it was 


ij 


Re- i 


decided in the negative: Yeas 108, nays 83. (Not | 


two-thirds.) 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, 
Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bullard, 
Bunch, Bard, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Cof- 
fee; Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Ewing, Forester, Fowler, Wm. 
K. Faller, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas 
H. Hall, Halsey, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hazeltine, Heath, Howell, 
Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benj. Jones, Kavanagh, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Luke Lea, 
Thos. Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Joel K, Mann, 
Mardis, Moses Mason, Mcintire, McKay, Mc- 
Kennan, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, 
Robert Mitchell, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, 
Patton, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, 
Pierson, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, Augustine 
H. Shepperd,Shinn,Charles Slade, Smith Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Stoddert, Sutherland, William 
Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Thomson, Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Wayne, Webster, Campbell P. White, Fred- 
erick Whittlesey, Wilson, Wise—108. 

WAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, 
Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beatty, 
James M. Bell, Binney, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, 
Burges, Campbell, Chilton, Claiborne, William 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crock- 
ett, Darlington, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, 
Denny, Dickson,Evans, Horace Everett, Fillmore, 
Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, 


|Gholson, Gilmer, Gorham, Graham, Grennell, 


Eliland Hall, Hannegan, Hardin, James Harper, 
Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, Seaborn 
Jones, King, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martin- 
dale,Marshall, McComas, Milligan,Moore,Pinck- 
ney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Selden, Wil- 
liam Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Tweedy, Vance, 
Vinton, Watmough, Whallon, Edward D. White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Young—83. 


On motion of Mr. POPE, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 24, 1834. 

A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donexson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. CHAMBERS having obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate, introduced the follow- 
ing joint resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress assembled, That the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings cause the Pennsylvania avenue, 


i from Capitol Hill to the President’s square, to 


be watered in such manner as to prevent the in- 


{| conveniences now experienced. 


Mr. GRUNDY presented a memorial, signed 
by the members of the Nashville bar, praying that 
the terms for holding the United States courts in 
Tennessee may be changed. The memorial was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial, signed 
by four or five hundred inhabitants of Union 
county, Pennsylvania, praying a restoratiorr of the 
deposites to the Bank of the United States, and a 
recharter of that institution. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a similar memorial, 
signed by seven hundred and thirty-six citizens 
of Kent county, Delaware. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented a like memorial, from 
a number of the inhabitants of the city of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, and thé adjacent islands. 

Which memorials were read, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LEIGH presented the petition of William 
Mann; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of the 
‘Prustees of the Indiana Teachers’ Seminary, pray- 
ing a grant of land to promote the objects of said 
institution. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

MY. TYLER presented the petition of Charles 
J. Catlett; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


- Mr. CHAMBERS presented the petition of Jo- 


seph Forrest; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. C. also presented the petition of the widow 
ofthe late Colonel Moore, an officer in the Revo- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the Provident Association 
of Clerks, in the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Smith, administrator of John Taylor, 
deceased. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill to improve the 
navigation of the river Mississippi, near the city 
of St. Louis; which was read, and the documents 
accompanying the report ordered to be printed. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order, 
being Mr. Brss’s amendment to Mr. Pornpex- 
reR’s resolutions relative to the reception of the 
protest of the President of the United States of the 
17th instant. 

Mr. KANE spoke at length against the resolu- 
tions, and in favor of receiving the protest, and 
spreading it upon the Journal of the Senate. 

Mr. BIBB rose to address the Chair, but gave 


way to 

Mr. WILKINS, upon whose motion the reso- 
lations and amendment pending were laid upon 
the table, and made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to executive business, and when the doors 
were opened— ` 
i Mr. HENDRICKS offered the following reso- 

ution: . 

Resolved, That for the remainder of the present 
session, Fridays and Saturdays of each and every 
week shall be devoted to the consideration of bills. 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the Senate now 
adjourn; which motion was negatived. Ayes 5, 
noes not counted. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
a register for the brig America, of Savannah, was 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, at half-past four 
o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, April 24, 1834. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Hewett. Read twice and committed. 

The following bills from the Senate were read 
a second time, and referred: 

An act for the relief of John McCartney. 

An act for the relief of the legal administrators 
of Captain Paschal Hickman. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered some weeks ago, by 
Mr. Marois, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. 

Together with the substitute offered by Mr. 
Corwin, of Ohio, declaring that the reasons offered 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the removal 
of the public deposites from the United States 
Bank, are insufficient and unsatisfactory. - 

Mr. McKENNAN, who was entitled to the floor 
when the subject was last taken up, spoke insup- 
port of the substitute, and against the course of 
the Administration in regard to the United States 
Bank, till twelve o’clock, when the hour assigned 
to the consideration of resolutions expired. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill to enable the Secretary 
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of State to purchase the books and papers of Gen- 
eral Washington. Read twice and committed. 


The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Blanchard. 

A bill for the relief of John S. Flemming. 

A bill amendatory of the several acts for the 
relief of insolvent debtors of the United States. 


The Houseresumed,in Committee ofthe Whole, 
(Mr. Husparp in the chair,) the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the diplomatic 
and civil expenses of the Government for the year 
1834. 

Mr. McK AY said there was so much confusion 
when this bill was last before the Committee of 
the Whole, that he could not draw the attention | 
of the committee to all the points in the bill which | 
he objected to. He now proposed to go back, and | 
moved to strike out the following items: 

For the salary of a clerk in the Topographical 
Bureau, $1,060. 

For the salary ofa clerk inthe Clothing Bureau, 
$700. x 

Mr. POLK explained that the object of the first 
item was to increase the salary of a clerk already 
employed, and that the second was not an addi- 
tional charge upon the Government, as a clerk had 
been discontinued in the purchasing department, 
his business having been chiefly transferred tothe | 
Clothing Bureau. - 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, wished to know 
how long it had been the practice here to make 
provision for “bureaus???” He did not know that 
any were authorized in this Government by law. 

Mr. POLK remarked, the designation of bureau 
was given to the heads of the departments. The 
word had been used in former bills. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the word bu- 
reau wherever it occurred. If we sanctioned the 
division of the department into bureaus, we must 
necessarily add to the number of offices, by adding | 
an appendage of clerks, &c., to each bureau. He 
was not averse to an increase of public officers, if 
rendered necessary by the increase of business; | 
but he would have every office constituted and 
organized by law. He would have the heads of 
departments to understand, that if they reorganize 
their departments.so as to multiply offices, they 
should at least inform us what new organization 
they have adopted. He spoke in ignorance of the 
matter, not having any means of information be- 
fore him. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that the divis- 
ion of duties made in the departments was conve- 
nient and economical. 

Mr. McKINLEY said, whether the name was 
appropriate or not, he did not know; but the divis- 
ion of duties adopted was indispensable to the con- || 
venient despatch of business. The distribution | 
of labor was left by law entirely to the heads of | 
departments, | 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT said, if the appro- !! 
priation bill had been confined to appropriations | 
authorized by previous laws, there could have | 
been no delay of its passage. As soon as it was | 
ascertained that an expense was authorized by law, 
the appropriation would be allowed as a matter 
of course. The framers of the bill having made 
it the means of the creation of new offices, must || 
bear the responsibility of the delay occasioned by | 
objections to it. Ee went on to urge objections || 
against this mode of establishing offices. Hej, 
would like himself to see affixed, in every appro- |i 
priation bill, to every item, the law authorizing || 

i 


it. 

Mr. FOOT suggested that there would be no | 
hesitation in passing the items in the approprigtion | 
bill, if those which were inserted for new offices or | 
for increased amount, were withdrawn. Other- | 
wise, the honorable chairman of the Committee of || 
Ways and Means must not be surprised at the || 
opposition, and consequent delay, that should be |} 
given to the bill. 

Mr, POLK explained. 

Mr. McKAY considered that much of the ex- 
pense arose from. the great number of offices, into | 
which the bureau was divided, and the practice | 
which prevailed of appoinung to them officers of 
the army, who ought rather to be left at their re- | 
spective posts. . He proposed to the member from || 
Tennessee, that he would agree to the increase of i 


| he would consent to strike out the item for the 


i a clerk in the Topographical Bureau, the motion 


i the motion to strike out was rejected: Ayes 61, | 


| with respect to the arrearage from the Comptroller 


the compensation to be given to the Commissary 
General of Purchage to what it was last year, if 


clerk’s salary. This would obviate the objection 
there was to bringing the officers of the army from || 
their posts, and would not militate againsta proper 
supply being voted for clothing. 

The discussion on this item was continued by 
Bore VANGE, JOHN Q. ADAMS, and PAR- | 
_ And the question having been put on the mo- 
tion to strike out the appropriation for a salary of 


was rejected: Ayes 63, noes 67. 
The question then being put on the second item, 


noes 63. 

The next item being for contingencies in the 
office of the Commissioner of Pensions, $7,000. 

‘Mr. McKAY was opposed to the number of 
extra clerks employed in the office, and desired to 
know what cause there was foranincrease. There || 
was another item for salaries of additional clerks, | 
10,600 dollars. This, he thought, was wrong. | 
The Executive had no right to create additional 
offices; it belonged to the legislative department 
exclusively, and if this was agreed to, it was 
placing this large sum at the disposition of the 
President, who might employ as many or as few, 
to receive this amount, as he pleased. Was this 
right? . Unquestionably not. It was contrary to 
the spirit of the Constitution, which provided that 
the President only had the right ‘to make ap- 
pointments to offices established by law.’? How 
did it happen that, as the Secretary of War had 
not asked $5,000 in,his estimates, it was now be- 
come necessary? _ 

Mr. POLK, in reply, read a letter from the Sec- 
retary of War, stating that this sum was deemed | 
necessary. Fie would also state that $40,332 were 
appropriated last year, whilst only $29,400 were ||. 
proposed for this year. The appropriation of 
$5,000 is to cover arrearages,and is not required for | 
this year; therefore, it was not proper to include it 
in the others. He read a statement from the; 
Commissioner of the Pension Office, showing the || 
amount of duties and the clerks to perform them, 
with their increase from 1802 to 1834. Also, one 


i 


of the Treasury, which explained thatthe amount 
asked for had been adjusted, and the department 
was responsible for it. He intended to move to 
reduce the item from $7,000 to $6,500; which he 
was led to believe would suffice. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, although it had been 
necessary, heretofore, to employ the number of 
clerks, it was not now. He wished to know what 
number of applicants were now before the office 
for pensions; for if the number was not large, 
there was no necessity for additional Clerks. 

Mr. POLK replied, there were thirty thousand 
claims yet undecided upon; and read a further 
statement, showing the necessity which existed 
for the appropriation. 

Mr. FOOT inquired as to the propriety of the 
appropriation for $5,000 for additional or tempo- 
rary clerk hire. 

Mr. POLK read various statements to sustain 
the application for it. à 

Mr. FOOT had thought much of the increased || 
appropriations for the Pension Office might have | 
been owing to the change of the pension agency | 
from the Bank of the United States—one of the 
strongest acts of executive assumption of unau- | 
thorized power that came within his knowledge. ; 
He desired, therefore, to know whether any of the 
increase was owing to this? | 

Mr. POLK. Notone dollar has been increased | 
on that account. | 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS desired to know what was 
the extraordinary pressure that had arisen since | 
the estimates were first made. 3 ji 

Mr. POLK replied, that it was impossible to | 
ascertain, from the accumulation of business, what f 
the precise amount would be when the estimates | 
were made in October. The members had, on |! 
coming to Congress, brought with them various |} 
and numerous claims, which the Commissioner į 
could not have had any knowledge of. He con- |! 
sidered that the very nature of the business of the || 
office rendered it impossible to tell the precise force, i 
and it wag incumbent on the office not to delay 


| year was $16,000. 


| tional clerk hire in the Pension Office. 
i; determined in the negative. 


payments to those aged and poor pensioners, but 
who could not receive them until additional clerks 
were employed to investigate the justice of their 
claims. P 
Mr.J. Q. ADAMS concurred, as much as any 
member could, in the propriety of attending to 
these claims, He was disposed, from the personal 
attention, the personal knowledge which he had’ 
of the gentleman at thè head of the office, to pay 
full credit to any and everything he should state. 
But his inquiry not being answered, he would 
move to strike out the item, in order to give the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
an opportunity of procuring better information as 
to the reason why this necessity was not antici- 
pated or discovered before. Ifthe Commissioner of 
Pensions, or the Secretary of War, could satisfy 
him of the necessity, he would not oppose it; but 
it was necessary to have full information whether 
the acts of the Executive, as alluded to by the hon- 
orable member from Connecticut, [Mr. Foor,] had 
any share in producing the increased expense. ` 
_ Mr. GRENNELL asked that action on the 
items in relation to the office should be suspended, 
considering that the information on: which Con- 
gress were called on to make appropriations waa 
of too general a character, whilst it should be in 
detail. He desired ‘to know how many of thése 
additional clerks had been employed on account 
of depriving the Bank of the United States of the 
agency. . ` : Peers 
Mr. POLK desired to correct a misstatement’ . 
which he had made. The expenditure last year - 
was $45,332, instead of $40,332. The saving this 
It was impossible to ascertain 
precisely. Some allowance should be made for 
those who evinced their desire. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts had proposed if he would 
agree to strike out, he out 
Mr. ADAMS. No, sir. I said to the Rouse-—— 
Mr. POLK. The gentleman smells out what I 
was about to say 
Mr. ADAMS. 


The gentleman alludes to the 


| bargain. I desired not a bargain. I only want 


information. 

Mr. POLK. Our situations, although Imade 
no bargain, and I say it in perfect good humor, 
were similar: he says he will do one thing, if I will 
do another. So I said the last evening, and such 
things may be done without any improperimputa- 
tion upon the motives of any gentleman. = |; 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Me- ` 
COMAS, McKAY, CAMBRELENG, GREN- 
NELL, SUTHERLAND, DICKSON, of New 
York, FOOT, and ADAMS, ; a 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee do 
now rise: Lost--55 to 89. i sarar 

The debate was continued by Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS and SUTHERLAND; when f 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved that the committee 
rise: Lost—52 to 94. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out the item appropriating $5,000 for addi- 
It was 


Another motion was made for the committee to 


rise, and rejected. 


Some conversation here took place between 
Messrs. ADAMS, POLK, and FOSTER, in 
regard to the items making appropriations for con- 
tingencies in the Pension Office. ` 

Mr. Porg’s motion to reduce from $7,000 to 
$6,500, also some verbal amendments proposed by 
Mr. Apams to the appropriation for arrearagesa 
and contingencies of the Pension Office, were 
agreed to. ` 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee do 
rise. 

The motion was rejected—ayes 57, noes 82. , 

The item for additional clerk hire for 1833 
($31,731 44) being under consideration— 

Mr. HARDIN referred to the great increase 
which had taken place in the Post Office, as show- 
ing an evident tendency on the part of the Admin- 


| istration to increase the number of. office-holders. 


He desired to have some information on the sub- 
ject. , 

After a remark or two between him and Mr. 
SUTHERLAND, which excited much merri- 
ment 

Mr. POLK roseand presented a statement from 
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ahe Post Office Department, which, hesaid, would 
afford every information that wag desired. 

The letter was. read; after which, 

Mr. VINTON made an earnest appeal, at half- 
“past. five o'clock, to the majority of the House not 
“to persistin trying, by wearing down the members 

by late sittings, to carry through this bill. Be 
ayerred that such a practice would recoil upon 
themselves, and could do ho good, even in hasten- 
ing the:passage of the bill, as there was so much 
other business before the Senate it was not to be 
expected that.they could abandon it and proceed 
to this. He moved that the committee rise, but 
withdrew his motion in favor of 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, who remarked, that 
he must press upon the House a choice of the bills 
that were essentially necessary for them to act 
upon, otherwise he must join with those who were 
determined to sit until this bill was got through. 

Mr. CHILTON disclaimed any design on the 
part of the opposition to embarrass the bill by 
unnecessary discussion. 1t was now six o’clock. 
He moved the committee rise. 

The motion prevailed: Ayes 75, noes 71. 

Thereipon the committee rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. POLK submitted a resolution that the gen- 
eral appropriation bill, now in the Committee’ of |! 
the Whole, be taken up to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, and each succeeding day, except Satur- 
day and Monday, at the same hour, until the |j 
same shall be disposed of finally. 

Objections having been made— 

Mr EVANS moved an adjournment. 
jected—ayes 72, noes 81. 

Mr. POLK moved a suspension of-the rules, to 
enable him to offer his resolution. Upon which 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VINTON moved an adjournment; which 
prevailed—ayes 71, noes 69. 

‘The House adjourned. 


` 


Re- 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, April 25, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Department of War, tragsmit- 
ting a report of the. Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 
of the 3d of March, 1834. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial, signed 
by about three. thousand citizens of Oneida coun- 
ty, New York, in favor of the restoration of the 
deposites to. the Bank of the United States, and 
recharter of that institution. 

Mr. W. said that this paper was signed by 
merchants, mechanics, and agriculturists, of the 
county of Oneida. They complained of a great 
fall in the price of produce and land in that neigh- 
borhood; all of which they attributed to the recent 

“meastres of the Government. Mr. W. thought 
thata new omen of union was presenting itself— 
‘persons of hitherto opposite sentiments on political 
‘subjects were now uniting, and were speaking with 
‘one voice of the evils which threatened the coun- 
try. Two or three days since, we had heard a 
strong ‘rebuke from the gentleman from Georgia, 
of the cries and factious clamors in Baltimore. 
‘These, however, had been repeated, and we had 
another cry from thesamequarter. He (Mr. W.) 
thought the people were roused, and they would 
teach their rulers that the expression of their opin- |} 
ions was not treason, either legal or moral, and 
that they were not factious. 

_ Mr. FORSYTH said, he had not seen the Bal- 
timore papers, and therefore he could not say 
whether the same thing of which he (Mr. F.) 
spoke, had. occurred. He thought, however, it 
could not well be. A Sabbath day had not inter- 
vened since, so as to afford them the occasion. 
-He was not in his seat yesterday, at the time the 
gentleman from Massachusetts made someremarks 
upon. the presentation of a memorial from Union || 
county, in Pennsylvania, but he would take this 
occasion to allude to them. (Here Mr. F. read | 
Mr. W.’s remarks, as reported in the Intelli- 
gencer.) Now Mr. F. took it for granted, the | 
report was correct; and if so, the gentleman had 
done him very great injustice. He. had never | 
found fault with any of the citizens of the United | 


States for memorializing Congress, nor had he ever | 
said that meetings for such purpose were offensive |! 


| his descendants 


in their character. Flis remarks referred to a 
meeting in Baltimore, and was confined simply to 
those who were celebrating the Sabbath day in that 
city, in a particular way. He thought that meet- 
ing was noisy and clamorous, and prompted by a 
spirit of faction, and that nothing but political feel- 
ing could have caused it. He believed it had been 
stated that one of the speakers on that occasion 
had endeavored to avoid that violation of decorum, 
but was called out by the people to address them. 
Now, this was.noise and clamor, and his remarks 
applied only to those who were assembled on that 
day. Another remark of the honorable gentie- 
man was complimentary to Governor Snyder, 
of Pennsylvania. And when, he would ask, had 
Governor Snyder become a favorite with the hon- 
orable gentleman? It.was not long since the party 
the gentleman was connected with considered him 
astupid Dutchman—that he was chosen by a com- 
munity of stupid Dutch. Mr. F. spoke only of 
treasonable threats, and he did say that exertions 
were making to urge the people to the commission 
of treason against, not the President, but the Con- 
gress of the United States. The good newspapers 


| of this city of Washington did not always tell the 


truth of what was done in this Hall. Some omit- 
ted to state what fell from gentlemen here—others 
suppressed it—while others put sentiments into 
our mouths which we never entertained, and never 
expressed. But it would not do to complain of it, 
because it would seem like interfering with the 
liberty of the press. But ought we not ourselves 
to be a little more regardful of what we say of 
each other? Now,*these remarks of the honorable 
gentleman were calculated to do him a great deal 
of injury. Some time since he was abused in the 


public papers for the expression of sentiments 


which he never uttered or dreamed of. And a 
petition had been sent to the other House, con- 
taining threats against him for saying what he 


| never did say; and these remarks of the honorable 


gentleman were calculated to place him in actual 
danger if he should-go to Baltimore. Now, he 
rose on this occasion to say, that his former re- 
marks applied to the people of Baltimore who 
assembled on Sunday last in the afternoon, and no 
others. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the honorable gentleraan 
from Georgia should not complain of his remarks, 
because he was a volunteer upon the occasion allu- 
ded to. Hevoluntarily spoke of the transactions 
of Baltimore. 
eration had certainly nothing to do with them; the 
memorial was from the State of New Jersey. The 
gentleman, however, took occasion to leave New 


Jersey and roam to Baltimore, in order to intro- | 


duce a transaction in which a member of this body 
took part. Mr. W. said he wished to do that 
gentleman no manner of injustice. He remarked 
upon nothing in reply but what had been said by 
the honorable gentleman of the citizens of Balti- 
more who chose to assemble in the streets and 
at the wharves, by dozens, by hundreds, and by 
thousands! 

Mr. FORSYTH replied, that whether a volun- 
teer or not, did not seem material. He found the 
subject in his way,and thinking it appropriate, he 
had used it. But the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts should remark that his observations applied | 
to memorialists. And although it might do him no 


injury here, yet persons at a distance would think 
that he had reference to meetings in Baltimore 
of a tteasonable character, in which designs were 
formed against the acts of the Government. He 


did not say the acts of persons in the streets of | 
Baltimore were of a treasonable character on the | 


occasion alluded to, but he contended that they 
had been misled by their feelings to do acts which 
were not creditable to them. 

Mr. WEBSTER alluded to the warm feelings 
of the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Forsyru,] and 
thought he had better refrain from indulging in 
them. He had spoken of Governor Snyder, of 
Pennsylvania. He (Mr. W.) had never known 


! that gentleman personally. He had retired from 


public life before Mr. W. had commenced his 
humble political career; but he had always heard 


| of him as an ardent friend of civil liberty; a man 


of strong sense, and of straightforward course, 
and possessed of a warm and good heart; and if 
partook of his qualifications, they 
had his highest respect and esteem. 


2 


The memorial then under consid- | 


| ought to have done. 
| some warmth, asking him “ Sir, have you any re- 


Mr. LEIGH did not like to take part in this 
conversation, but he could not forbear referring 
to a striking feature in the ‘‘signs of the times.” ` 
He saw, or thought he saw, a parallel between 
Charles Í and Cromwell, when religion was in- 
voked in aid of the views of the Protector. We 
now hear of Sabbath breaking, and other infringe- 
ments upon religious tenets. Is not the resem- 
blance very strong? The President of the United 
States is a very religious man. The gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Forsyru] is a very religious 
man; and it did not become him to interfere be- 
tween those gentlemen and their God any more 
than it became the gentleman to interfere with a 
portion of the citizens of Baltimore, and their God. 
He would take leave to relate a story. A clergy- 
man in conversation with another gentleman, re- 
frained from expressing himself upon certain 
offences as strongly as the gentleman thought he 
The gentleman replied with 


ligion??? The reply was, “ none to talk of.” 

Mr. FORSYTH said he knew nothing of the 
religion of the President of the United States, and 
consequently should say nothing aboutit. Of his 
own religion, he felt himself at liberty to speak. 
He was sorry, very sorry, that the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Leicu] was in error. He was not 
a religious man. He did not comprehend the allu- 
sion of the honorable gentleman in drawing a par- 
allel between the acts of the reign of Cromwell, of 
Charles I, and the present times. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY presented the proceedings of a‘meet- 
ing and a memorial from the district of Hanover, 
county of York, Pennsylvania, praying a resto- 
ration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States, and a recharter of said bank. 

Mr. C. dilated upon the beautiful country, and 
the high respectability of the inhabitants from 
whence the memorial had emanated. He animad- 
verted in severe terms upon the political flexibility 
of Governor Wolf, of Pennsylvania, and took 
occasion to advert to the success of the opposition 
party in Hanover county, Virginia, as a strong 
coincident with that of the presentation of the - 
present memorial. He said that Hanover—the 
good old Hanover—was the place of his nativity; 
that it was there the spirit of the Whigs of the 
Revolution was first aroused; and it was from that 
county that the grandsire of a gentleman over. the 
way [Mr. Tyrer] marched to Williamsburg, at 
the head of a company of volunteers, and rescued 
the public property from the grasp of Lord Dun- 
more. He said that upon the late occasion, the 
Whigs of the present day had proved triumphant, 
defeating one of the most potent politicians of that 
region, the descendant of that justly celebrated 
jurist, Spencer Roane. He remarked that there 
were six precints in that county, where votes 
were polled, and from three information had been 
obtained. At those polls, the protest could. find 
no reception. They had yet to learn what favor 
it had found at Negro Foot, Hell-Town, and Long- 
and-Hungry—the names of the remaining pre- 
cincts. 

Mr. FORSYTH thought it was not fair to cen- 
sure the Governors of the States here, for acts 
done in their official capacity. Nodoubt the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky did not like the act of the 
Governor of Pennsylvania, because it was a 
damper; but it was very irregular to take up the 
official conduct of the Governors of the States, and 
make it the subject of detraction here. But the 
Governor of-Pennsylvania had proved that he un- 
derstood the interests of the State he presided over, 
and the stand taken by him had procured the funds 
necessary for the great and inagnificent system of 
internal improvements in which the State was en- 
gaged, in spite of his denunciations against the 
Bank of the United States. But would honorable 
gentlemen bind themselves to what had produced 
the change in the mind of Governor Wolf against 
thatinstitution? If it was man-worship, they had 
done him great injustice. But the gentleman from 
Kentucky had spoken of the elections in Hanover, 
Virginia, and it was true they were turning there 
to Clay, Well, if the gentleman could take con- 
solation from such small things, he (Mr. F.} could 
have no objection to it. And the honorable gen- 
tleman had made some allusion to the names of 
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districts in that county. Would the gentleman | Clay, John C. Calhoun, Horace Binney, and Mr. 


tell us near which of these he was born? But the 
gentleman had spoken of a restoration of the vio- 
lated Constitution and the laws; and Mr. F. asked 
why did not those haviog the power 
to restore the Cunstinition ard laws? Why 
appeal to the minority bere? The only measure 
that had been submitted here for that purpose, was 
the bill of the gentleman from Massachusetts; but 
it sleeps upon your tabte in silence and quiet. 


fall on those who prevent it These appeals to 
the people were unjust till the laws were passed. 
The gentleman complained that the President did 
not retrace his steps. Did any one doubt that the 
President of the United States was satisfied that 
the best interests of the country demanded the 
course which he pursued? and did not everybody 
know that it was not possible for mortal man to 
induce him to do other than what he believed his 
duty to his country required him to do? 

Mr. CLAY said it had been a Jong time since 


he was born, He thought that he was nearly as | 


old as the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr.ForsytH,} 


but from a reference made the other day by that: 


* gentleman to a revolutionary incident, in which 


General Washington, the fuiher of his country, | 
was an actor, le supposed he was some years his ; 
He was born near the Court-House, at : 


senior, 
Black Tom Slash, near the Merry Oaks, and close 
to St. Paul’s Church, where he went to school. 
The gentleman from Georgia had said, lie thought 
it was not decorous to animadvert upon the con- 
duct of Governors of States; but he would tell that 
gentleman that he must be permitted to think for 
himself of what was decorous. The gentleman 
supposed that the Governor’s message was a 


damper here; but when he chose to shoot his ° 


“arrows here for pvlitical effect, and against his 
former sentiments, had he not a right to make his 
comments upon them? Napoleon bad said that he 


was the State; and the inhabitant of the White | 


House hag said that he was both the Government 


and the State. Mr. C. said, what could we do for | 
the restoration of the laws, when we can have no | 
her departments of the Govern- | 


coöperation by o! 
ment?, The gentleman had s 
would not retrace his steps. 


aid the President 
Who is he, and 


what is he, that he will not retrace his sieps? : 
Governor Wolf had abandoned the tariff, internal | 
and ‘ail~all had been | 


improvements, the bank, 
taken from him. It reminded him (said Mr. C.) 
of an anecdote which occurred at the White Sul- 
phur Springs, in Virginia. A gentieman, after he 
had retired to his cotiage for the night, and had 
gone to bed, but had not closed his eyes for sleep, 
saw glide into his room a thief, who marched di- 
rectly up to bis clothes, and deliberately take from 
them the gentleman’s purse. 
when the company had assemb 


rendezvous, (the spring,) the gentleman related 


D 


hisloss and the manner of it. Some persons asked || 


him if he was awake, and would submit thus to be 
robbed before his eyes? 


do something | 


Let | 
us do our duty, and let tke result, if it be a failure, | 


The next morning, | 
led at the general : 


He said it was ail trae; | 


and he had pot only apprehensions of losing his : 


money and his clothes, but really feared from the 
impudence of the rascal, that he should even be 
robbed of his shirt. 
of Pennsylvania. He hasl 


ped from his back. Mr. C. further related an 
anecdote of an interview with a Kentuckian, and a 
North Carglinian, of Buncombe counly. “Whats 
the news,” inquired the Carclinian, “in Ken- 
tucky??? “Oh, nothing particular, 
ether, save that all our people have repented of 
the error of their ways, ane 

We have had great revivals, ¢ 
the devil has been driven cut of 


reat repoicings; and 


the other, * Why, to Buoeamlbe, in North Caro- 
lina,” respon A 
the protest of the President will al 
in Buncombe, North Carolina. 

Mr. McKEAN a 
resolution that alluded to the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania, which the Secretary reag as follows: _ 

s Resolved, That while we disapprove the vacil- 
lating or time-serving policy of ti 
Pennsylvania, with regard to the Banh 
ted States, we highly coin mend the course } 
towards that institution by Dani 


so find reiuge 


kof the Ual- 
pursued 


Tr is thus with the Governor | 
ostall but his shirt; and | 
doubtless he is in expectancy of having that strip- 


rejoined the `i 
t have become religious. | 


the State”? “And | 
where has he been driven to?” anxiously inguired | 


ded the Kentuckian. And I sappose | 


asked for the reading of the |! 


ne Governor of |; 


el Webster, Henry | 


| McDuffie 


, and their associates in Congress,” 

| Mr. McKEAN said he was aware that the pub- 
ii lic opinions of public men were public property, 
_ and fair subjects of public animadversion; and if, 
in these times of indiscriminate crimination and 
: recrimination, it became necessary, for political 
; effect, to include the name of the * unassuming ”? 
: Governor of * unassuming Pennsylvania ” with the 
other distinguished names in the resolution, even 
though the Governor should be characterized as 
vascillating and time-serving, he would not give 
himself much uneasiness on thataccount. ‘Lrue, 
the Senator from Kentucky had enlarged upon the 
expressions in the resolution, and even with that 
he was not disposed to find fault. It was the gen- 
tleman’s province to do so. The Senator from 
: Virginia on his right [Mr. Leien] said the other 
day, that he would not defend Virginia, for the 


i 
| 
| 
i 
i 
i 


i 
li 


character. He was pleased with the maxim, and 
would adopt it on this cccasion. The character 
of the present Governor of Pennsylvania could not 
suffer from imputations cast upon it by gentlemen 
here or elsewhere. There was, however, oneallu- 
sion upon which he wished to say a word: it was 
said that Governor Wolf held different opinions at 
different periods in reference to the Bank of the 
United States. Mr. McK. said, at the time first 
alluded to, he stood in a relation to the Governor 
which gave him an opportunity of understanding 
minutely his opinions on the question of rechar- 
tering the Bank of the United States, and it was 
almost the only one upon which they differed. 
However, he was at that timeopposed to the bank, 


that Governor Wolf was then, and is now, in favor 
of a national bank, and he believes the fiscal con- 
cerns of the Government cannot get along without 
it. He does think, however, that recent develop- 
ments in relation to the management of that insti- 
tution are sufficient to create doubts as to its influ- 
ence upon the public morals. 

Mr. BROWN said, if his Satanic majesty had, 
at any time, left Kentucky and taken refuge in 
Buncombe county, North Carolina, it was certain 
he had notalways remained there since; for when 
gentlemen, who had for some years past, and until 
very recently, stood as opposite to each other 
politically as the antipodes, had been grouped 
together in one of the resolutions which had just 
been read, (Messrs. Ciay, Calhoun, Webster, 
McDuffie, and Binney,) and had by name received 
the strong approbation of the public meeting 
whose procecdings were then before the Senate, 
he thought that some supernatural agency must 
have been employed to effect so miraculousa result. 

The attack of the honorable gentleman upon the 
Governor of Pennsylvania was entirely out of | 
place and uncalled for. The Governor of that 
State was accountable to those from whom he 
derived bis official authority, and to none others. 
The Senator trom Kentucky had made it a serious 
cause of complaint against that gentleman that he 


i 


very fact of an attempt to defend implied defect of | 


and he stated, as a matter of his own knowledge, | 


the friends of constitutiorial liberty were destined 
to witness the overthrow of those principles, in 
quarters from which they might have expected. - 
a voice animating’ and cheering them in the’ reat 
contest which was now waging in opposition to 
į the mighty power of the bank, it was a source of. 
the highest satisfaction to perceive that’ the spirit 
| of the great Democratie party, in our country, 

continued firm and invincible, and that the great 
body of the people were on the side of the country 
and against the bank. 

_The honorable gentleman had, in the course.of 
his remarks, appealed to what he had been pleased 
to call the Whig party,and urged them to exertion , 
| in the great contest which was now going on bè- 
tween the parties which divide the country. 

_Mr. B. would recur for a few moments to the 
history of parties in England and in thiscountry, ` 
to show what claim this newfangled and self-styled 
Whig party had to the appellation which they were 
| about to assert an exclusive title to. In England, 

: if his memory did not much deceive him as to the 
i; history of parties, the high tory party had gener- 

i ally been among the strongest supporters of the 

| great moneyed monopoly which had so long ex- 
isted in that country, and which had been a part 
of that formidable government machinery whose 
power and influence had been so effectually and | 
successfully exerted to keep the many in subjection 

to the will ofthe few. In the writings of the illus- 
trious Jefferson, published since his death, he 

| expresses the opinion that the Secretary of the 

| Treasury, in 1791, favored the introduction of a 
national bank in the United States, with a view of 
placing in the hands of the Government a powerful 
engine to subserve party purposes, and to assimi- 

|; late our Government, in its practical operations on 

ij the people, still more to the English system of 

| government. : 
| Mr, B. said that two great epochs had occurred 
‘in our history, between which and the present 
| period, he thought Ke could perceive many points 
| of resemblance. When the people of this country 
| had solemnly determined to throw off the yoke of 
ithe British Government, there was a party then 
: who endeavored to alarm and intimidate them by 
depictiig the ruin and distress which would ensue 
i from its but instead of listening to those panic- 
| makers and alarmists, they were willing to. encoun- 
ter any degree of danger and distress rather than | 
surrender their rights as. freemen. They perse- 
vered, and finally triumphed, when, if they had 
listened to those who were continually proclaiming 
ruin and dislress they would have remained in in- 
glorious bondage. ‘In the late war with England, 
the same attempts were made by the: opposition 

| party as now, to overawe the Government and the 
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|: people, by representing the distress which an at- 


| tempt to vindicate the rights of the country would | 
| bring on its citizens. ‘The farmers and planters 
were told by the advocates of submission, that they 
would be overwhe!med in ruis if the Government ` 


should continue to support a President who had 
done much to arrest the internal improvement 
zatem, and who had aimed a destructive blow 
Mr, B. was happy to hear jus- 
it had 


| they were entitled to the bighest_ comm 
Phe course of the Governor of Pennsylvania, in 


honor. The stand which the patriotic State of 
Pennsylvania bed te 
cause of gratitude and admiration io the many 
others fuinished by ber history, for the disinterest- 
ed and noble exanipie which she has set. Elevated. | 
above those mercenary feelings which but too often 
influence human action, she was opposed to cher- 
ishing in her bosom a proud and corrupt moneyed 
i monopoly, which aspires to bring the country 
! under ita arbitrary control. The honorable gentle- 
man hud congratalated his political friends on the 
success of the antladministration party in Han- 
over, a smail county iu Virginia, Mr. 


i 


ny 


i 


Cit 


i 


ii whic 
opposition to the bank, had done him immortal |: 


en, bad added another just © 


great efforts which } 


i affairs, was sound and healthful, 
B. said, If ` 


which had endeavored to alarm the people into 
` submission- to the bank by the same course and 
same cries of distress. He had briefly endeavored 
! to trace the parallel between those who had ap- 
| pealed to t's fears of their countrymen by sketch- 
| ing the most gloomy pictures of distress at the two 
: great epochs alluded to, and the party which was 
i now endeavoring to accomplish their objects by 
i like appeals. If party designations were to be 
he left it to others to make the application 
h the points of resemblance indicated by him 
would in a great degree justify. 

Mr. B. said he felt gratified that the condition of 
the State of North Carolina was such as ina great 
degree placed her citizens above the reach of the 
iad been for some months 
made to destroy confidence througheut the coun- 
ry, to produce general embarrassment, and by 
| means such as these, to effecta political change in 
| favor of the party now out of power. Most of the 
information which he had received from that State 
i confirmed him in the opinion that the-condition of 
her citizens, generally, in relation tọ pecuniary 
3 and that the 
independent farmers and planters 


prosperity of her 
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“never rested on-a more solid basis than at this 


time. 


Ele had been informed from sources in which he |} 


placed the most implicit reliance, that drafts on the 
North could readily be obtained from the Bank of 


“Cape Fear at the small premium of a quarter per |. 
cent., that being on terms as favorable as. the Uni- 


“ted States: Bank had ever transacted business of 


‘that Kind so far as he was informed. This fact || 
| adjourn until Monday. 


‘afforded abundant proof, not only. of the entire 
-competency of the State banks to conduct the fiscal 
-conhcerns of the Government, but of their ability to 


. Being Mr. Bis 


afford the same facilities to the commercial inter- 
ests in carrying on the business of exchange be- 
tween distant portions of the Union, as those 


afforded at any time heretofore by the Bank of the 


United States. f a À 
Mr. B. said that every means which ingenuity 


could: devise, had been industriously seized on and |: 


dexterously used by political partisans, to with- 
draw. the true question at issue, and to make erro- 
neous impressions on the public mind. ‘The oppo- 


nents of the Administration, well aware that the |: 


conduct of the bank cannot stand the test of scru- 
tiny before the public eye, with that skill and 
address which have often been resorted to with 


advantage in military operations, seek on every |) 


occasion which presents itself to make a diversion 
in favor of the bank, by attacking the acts of the 
Executive, and misrepresenting both his conduct 
and his motives. Mr.B. said, that for himself, he 
should keep steadily in view the great question 
which he considered really at issue, which was, 
whether the pretensions set up by an arrogant 
moneyed aristocracy, and the political party sup- 
porting it, should prevail in the conflict, or whether 


the cause of the country, and the Chief Executive |: 


Magistrate who was defending the citadel of our 
liberties. against. the most dangerous assaults, 
should be sustained. 


On ‘motion of Mr. WILKINS, the memorial |) 


was laid upon the table. ` 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of John C. Naylor, 
without amendment, 

Algo, a bill from the House, authorizing the 
Becretary of the Treasury to’ make addiuonal 
compensation to the register and receiver of the 
land office at Tallahassee, Florida, with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representa~ 
tives of John Girault; which was read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Absalom Lynch; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, granting relief to 
certain citizens on the frontiere, who had suffered 
depredations by Indians. - : 

Mr. WHITH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives, without amendment, for the re- 
lief of Lieutenant Robert Wilmott. 

Also, a bill from the House, without amend- 
ment, for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Fuller Claiborne, deceased. 

Also, a bill from the House, for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Thomas Wal- 
lace, deceased, with an amendment. i 

Also, a bill for the relief of the widow and heirs 
of Captain William Royall, deceased; the report 
accompanying which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Bissell Phelps; the 
report accompanying which was ordered to be 

rinted. . 
P Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of, Rep- 
resentatives for the relief of Judith Thomas and 
Daniel Palmer, without amendment. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Josiah Hopkins, and that 
the same be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 
SPECIAL ORDER, 

B's amendment of Mr. Poinpex- 


i: depreciation upon corporation property, &c., was 


ae 
i per’s resolution, relative to the protest of the | 
: President of the United States. } 


: length, in support of his amendment, and against | 
i the protest of the President; when, without con- 
‘ eluding, he gave way to EAE 
Mr. POINDEXTER, upon whose motion it 
| was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it would 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friar, April 25, 1834. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill for the | 
! relief of John Fraser & Co., of Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Mr. CAGE, a bill for the relief of William R. 
! Harmer. 
Mr. CHINN, a bill to extend the charter of the 
: Alexandria’ Fire Insurance Company. 
Mr. CRAMER, a bill for the relief of William 
. Baker; and 

Mr. POPE, a bill for the improvement of the 
harbor of St. Louis, Missouri. 

All which bills were read twice, and commit- 


ed. 

Mr. JARVIS asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take up the resolution offered by | 
him for a select committee to inquire into the} 
causes of the suspension of specie payments by | 
the banks in the District which have suspended, į 
as well as for an inquiry into the condition of the | 
Bank of the Metropolis. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. JARVIS moved a suspension of the rule, 
to enable him to have the resolution considered. 

The motion prevailed—ayes 89, noes 34. 

The resolution was then read; and 

Mr. HARDIN,who had the floor from the pre- 
vious day, resumed. He disclaimed having said, 
as he was represented to have done, in some re- 
marks on this subject, made in one of the news- 
papers, that all the banks, including the Bank of | 
the Metropolis, were insolvent. What he had | 

‘said was, that if reference was had to the security | 
of the notes and bills discounted by each of them, 
each was solvent; but that apart from that, neither | 
they nor the Bank of the Metropolis could be 
considered solvent. Concurring entirely, he said, 
in the propriety of what fel] from the honorable | 


should be continued as a depository of the public 
money, into whose affairs there would be any 
hesitation on their part, to permit inquiry, he pro- 
ceeded to read from the report of the Secretary of | 
the ‘Treasury on this subject, a statement of the 
public money deposited in the several State banks 
since their removal, and a statement of their | 
resources, which, be argued, went to show that 


. that might be made upon them, in the proportion 
of one dollar in five, and generally that it would 
: be impossible for them to do it, without making 

calls upon their debtors—which calls, in these | 
| embarrassed times, were not much to be relied | 
; upon; hence, he maintained, it became proper on 
: the part of Congress to examine into their condi- 
: tion. 
: the resources of the Bank of the Metropolis, and 

insisted that much of them which was held forth 
i as good, could not be considered so, when the} 


: taken into account. Fle complained that in the 
i item of stocks, which was represented as one of 
: their resources, a large amount consisted of a num- 
| ber of shares of their own stock, which the bank 
: had bought up ata discount. Thus, the Govern- 
! ment money was proved to be placed in a bank | 
whose stock was only worth seventy-five per cent., 
and the last account of their condition, showed 
that in February, 1834, there was $181,541 in this 
„way stated to be a part of their means, whilst, in | 
fact, it was for so much a substraction from their 
means to meet the public engagement. Hede- 
sired, however, to be distinctly understood, notas 
saying that any bank in the District was insolvent, 
but he would say from this, that no bank could be 
in a more tottering condition than this. For, if! 


“money in their possession, went on buying up 


Mr. BIBB rose and addressed the Senate at || 


member from Indiana, [Mr. Lanz,] that no bank ti 


they had not means in specie to discharge the calls |! 


He referred to the statement presented of || 


the stockholders and directors, with the public 


£199; 


their own stock, consuming their tangible means, 
where was the residue to come from? It was, 
in fact, an anticipation of payment to themselves, 
even at a depreciation, which, however valuable 
might be their other assets, it was reprehensible 
in them to make. What security was there that, 
having made these purchases, they would stop 
there! He went on to comment upon the remarks 
of the honorable member from New York, (Mr. 
Brarpsiey,] and to defend the directors of the 
bank from having, as charged, failed by precon- 
cert, or with the object of being well paid by the 
United States Bank for so doing, &c. He con- 
sidered there could not have been a more flagitious 
charge upon them. He did not know them, but 
he would venture to say their character would be 
found to stand as high as that of any member in 
the House, and that to make such a charge, was 
hazarding a great deal. He would have risen on 
this subject, were it only to repel the attack which 
was made on his colleague {Mr. ©. Arran] for 
having said, that with an-impartial jury he would 
prove the insolvency of the deposite banks. This 
he, also, would engage to do, and would be will- 
ing to take the honorable member from New York 
hirdself—for that person whom the State of New 
York had appointed to be one of her judges, he 
would not object to as a juror on such an issue. 

Mr. CHILTON rose for the purpose of stating 
a fact, which he considered of some importance 
on the consideration of this resolution. Objection 
had been made by the member from New York 
[Mr. Bearps.ey] to its adoption, he believed, on 
the ground that Congress had no power to investi- 
gate into the affairs of the Bank of the Metropolis. 
If this was so, he should like to know what powers 
Congress had over the other banks, which did not 
equally extend, by the charters, to it. He called 
on him to turn to the charter, and show how or 
where it was, that the power was made contingent 
only in certain events. He contended thatit would 
appear, on examination of the charters granted by 
Congress, that the powers were not contingent; and 
unless the mere fact of the Bank of the Metropolis 
having been selected as one of the favorite banks of 
the Government, gave it such an exemption from 
investigation into its affairs, Congress had the 
power to make it. But this surely would not be 
contended, He would put this question for the 
honorable member to answer—whether the very 
circumstance of being selected as a depository for 
the public money, did not furnish the strongest of 
al] possible arguments that Congress should make 
theinquiry. ‘he country was more deeply inter- 
ested in its stability than In that of the others, and 
it was important for them to examine whether, as 
was alleged of all the deposite banks, it was unable 
to meet demands upon it. So much as to the power. 
Here he referred to the provisions in the charter, 
(upon which he was about to comment,) contain- 
ing an important fact, when he was obliged to 
suspend, without concluding his remarks, in con- 
sequence of the expiration of the hour allotted for 
morning business. ` 


The joint resolution from the Senate, directing 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings to water 
the Pennsylvania Avenue, was referred to the 
Committee on the District. 


Mr. DUNCAN asked, and obtained leave of the 
Hoiise, to lay on the table, and have printed, “A. 
bill to modify and extend an act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States, with 
certain limitations and conditions;’’ which bill, he 
gave notice, he intended to offer asa substitute 
fora bill reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means to regulate the deposites of the public 
money in the State and local banks, when that 
bill should be considered in the C ommittee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. POLE asked the unanimous consent of the 
House, by which this day was set apart for the 
consideration of bills, for the purpose of going into 
committee on 


THE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS objected. 
Mr. POLK moved a suspension of the rule for 


| this purpose. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays. They were ordered, but he subsequently 
withdrew the call and the motion prevailed—yeas 


. 


133. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hus- 
Bap in the chair,) and resumed, the consideration 
of the bill. 

The item for additional clerk hire for 1833 
($31,781 44) being pending— 

Mr. CONNOR read a leter from Judge Mce- 
Lean, the former Postmaster General, to show that 
he had found the business of the office so much 
on the increase that fe was obliged to employ 
additional clerks, or otherwise the public business 
could not have been performed. It was owing to 
this increase that the appropriation was asked. 
Ile begged to state that the appointmentof “agent” 
in the office was coeval with the department, and 
his duties are general throughout the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, rose to inquire if it 
would be in order to reduce the appropriation when 
before the Mouse. ; 

The CHAIRMAN responded in the afficma- 
tive. 

Mr. LINCOLN said the present was a proper 


occasion to discuss the affairs of the Post Office : 
Department, and he hoped that the chairman of : 
the Committee of Ways and Means would not | 
resort to the threats which be had announced ona | 
previous oecasion, of sitting to unseasonable hours | 
for the purpose of forcing the Lill through the com- | 
mittee without permitting that attention to be given | 
to it which it would demand, This sabject, as well | 
as the item for foreign missions, would require | 
it; for if no other member would do so, he would : 
move to strike out the appropriations where the : 


appointments had not been made ia conformity to 


the Constitution—ihat 1s, by the President by and | 


with the consent of the Senate. It might also, 
from the discussion of the morning upon the con- 
dition of the bunks selected as depositories, turn 


out to be necessary to insert a clause that every | 


appropriation in the bill should be paid in the notes 
of the Bank of the United States 
portant matters, then, before them, he hoped that 
the minority—although he did not, in giving these 
intimations, mean to say that he acted in concert 


with any other member in the House—wouild be | 
permitted time to discuss the various items in the ; 


bill. It was his intention to move that the item 
now under discussion be stricken out of the biil. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means (said Mr. L.) came into this House when 
we had got only to the 45 b line of this bill, with 


the declaration that he was determined to press ; 
this bill through before the House adjourned. We | 


were in consequence kept here eight or nine hours 
without refreshment, and exhausted by the fruit- 
less efforts of the houorable chairman to accom- 
plish his purpose. Eeasked whether the minority 
had not a right to complain of such a declaration, 
and of the arrangements which were made to carry 
it through. He hoped the honorable chairman of 
the committee would now suffer us to discuss, 
‘calmly and dispassionately , the various grave mat- 
ters presented by this bill, and afier we had spent 
a reasonable time in the discussion, that he wouid 
permit us to go home, that we might return in- 
vigorated and refreshed to our duties. 

Mr. L. contended at length that the Postmaster 
General had no right to employ clerks, without 
authority of law. These clerks, in his opinion, 
were unnecessarily numerous; and many of them, 
he said, were as useless to the department as its 
old mail bags. He wished to know what were the 
employments of all these clerks. He had offered 
u resolution formerly, which the House was not 
disposed to entertain, inquiring what were the du- 
ties of these clerks severally, and how they were 
paid. He was aware that the rejection of this ap- 
propriation would net affect the clerks themselves, 
for they had been paid. 
the Postmaster Geveral got the money. 
know if the Postmaster General takes the discre- 


tion of multiplying officers as he pleases, and of ; 


converting the funds of the department to this pur- 
pose, and then applies to this House to extricate 
him from his difficulties. Mr. L. said the depart- 
ment was from $800,000 to #1 600,000 in debt. He 
was warranted in saying that it had borrowed 
$300,000 from banks, bad overdrawn on deposites 
$150,000, and was greatly indebted to mail con- 
trastors.. To the discredit of the nation, the con- 


tractors were every day supplicating payment, and | 


were driven away, by threats that their claims, if 


Wiih these im- | 


He wished to know where | 
Let us | 
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| they continued their importurity, should be bal- 
i anced in forfeitures, for failing to comply with the 
terms of their contracts. They were also threat- 
ji ened with the loss cf their contract itself; for the 
f Postmaster General made a most convenient pro- 
| vision in all his contracts, that they should be 
i 
i 


i 
| 
ue 
H 

| 


discontinued at his pleasure. These facts he chal- 
lenged any one to deny. 

Mr. POPE observed, that he was as ready as 
any one to enter into a full examination of the de- 
partment. He was in favor of full discussion and 
thorough investigation. But he was unwilling 
to refuse the necessary supplies for that branch of 
the Govern ment, unless it appeared that it was im 
l proper todo so. Ee said thatthe gentleman from 
Massachusetts had, in common with others, com- 
| plained that the majority were disposed to hurry 
ithe appropriation bill through Congress without 
| proper consideration. Such, he stated, was not 
the fact. But that if they did entertain such a 
wish, the fact thatthe gentleman from Massachu- 


ef which had no earthly relation to tbe subject, 
was their apology. 

Mr. P. stated be would not have risen had not 
the gentleman from Massachusetts wandered from 
the question to agsail the head of that department 
fb a most unwarrantable manner. The gentleman 
had charged the Postmester General with having 
placed men in his ¢ fice not for the public good— 
that the clerks in the department were worthless 
and idle—that they were to beseen loitering about 
the city, and that they would do nothing and 
could do nothing. He asked the gentleman for 
his authority for this charge. The gentleman had 
stated that his professional education taught him 
the necessity of havirg authority for his assertions. 
Mr. P. called upon him to produce his authority. 
He knew, however, he could not produce it, for 
the charge was untrue. 

The gentieman had also asserted, that the mail 
routes had become sinuous—that they were not 
established as channels of communication. Mr. P. 
| observed, that it was sight and proper that they 
should be sinuous, thatthe farmers of thecountry 
should receive the news, and erjoy all seasonable 
mail facilities, as well as the citizens of Boston and 
Lowell—ihat they contributed to the support, and 
were the prop and aid of the Government—that 
‘| ke was in favor of sending information to every 
; hill and every valley, so that those concerned 
might be kept fully acquainted with their public 
affairs. 
lage postmasters were not worthy of their offices, 
| So far as he knew them, they were highminded 
i| and honorable men, as much so as the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts, or any one else. He -also 
i repelled the charge, that the mails went lumbering 


ii autborit 
i| to teach him was necessary. 

| Mr. P. stated that he had felt ithis duty thus to 
ustifiable accusations of. the gente- 
Mr. Barry was one of 
| Kentacky’s most favored and gifted sons. [lis 


| notice the enj 


! capable of official delinquency. Mr. P. stated he 
| had no doubt of the honor or integrity of the gen- 
tleman from Massachasetts; but he considered the 
gentleman weuld be most fortunate indeed, if his 
public or private life was as little blemished or 
| stained as that of the Postmaster General. — 
| [Mr. Lixcorn here interposed, and disclaimed 
any impeachment of the personal character of Mr. 
Barry.] 

Mr. POPE proceeded. Te regretted very much 
an expression that had fallen on yesterday from 
his colleague, [Mr. Haroiy.} That geneman 
had stated that one of the clerks in the Department 
[Mr. Loveszornoven] held, he suspected, a sine- 
cure office. Ue did not know the duties of that 
‘clerk. Mr. Barry and that clerk once practised 
"Jaw. in Kentucky, in conjunction, but he would not 


i 


P. said, he regretted that his honorable colleague 
| had so expressed himself, because it appeared 
i| to bea covert insinuation, calculated to make an 

ression on, the public mind. He 


i 


‘unfavorable imp 


Mr. P. repelled the charge, that the vil- | 


i 
i 


say thatthis wasthecauseofhisappointment. Mr. | 


Se 


hoped his colleague intended.te make no prejudicial 
insinuation, because he must be aware: that. that 
! clerk was a gentleman of great worth, and asinca- 

i pable of receiving, as was the Postmaster General . 
| of granting, a sinecure office. He had understood, 

i in tact the chairman of the Committee on the Post: 
i Office and Post Roads had just informed the come | 
j| mittee, that the gentleman alluded to was now 
j! absent on official duty. . 

| Mr. P. concluded by stating that Mr. Barry, in 

i this matter, only pursued the steps of Mr. Mc- | 
|, Lean; that the business of the department, had ` 
' greatly increased, and that, consequently; more 
; clerks were required to discharge the duties of the 

| department, which necessarily increased its ex- 
| penses. He considered the desired appropriation 
j; justand proper, and should, therefore, vote for it. 

i; Mr. LINCOLN said he had not impugned the 
|| correctness of the-conduct of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, Tle distinctly disclaimed any charge upon 
|i the Postmaster General. He supposed that he 


i 
i 


{ 


set's had madea long and labored speech, one half |, was led into error by misrepresentations. 


| Mr. REED had no accusation, he said, to make 
! against the head of the Post Office Department, 
! But the question was, is tae department well man- 
,aged? Ele was constrained to say that it was not 
| well managed. He knew that it could not pay its 
; debts to the contractors. F 
Mr. PARKER did not wish to take up the time ` 
of the committee by following the gendeman.from 
Massachusetts, but he felt compelled to..notice 
; some of his remarks. He complains of the num+ 
| ber of insignificant: post offices, and requires that 
‘tthe mails should go-on the direet and principal 
|! routes. He would stop the streams of information, 
|, which, through these channels, flow to the people. 
i, Though the revenue of some of these offices was 
i; but twenty-five cents, yet their expenses only con- 
|| sisted in the folding up newspapers and tying them 
ii up. ‘The question before the committee is, whether 
we shall make any allowance for expenses of the 
I! Post Office not authorized by a previous law? 
‘| Now, he would undertake to say that we had no 
i express law, yet we had precedents which bound 
i us to make the appropriation asked for. Ele went 
i back as far as 1806,and showed that by an act then ` 
passed, certain provision was made for clerksin 
|| the Post Office Department, and in the year 1809, 
|| the appropriation act provided a further sum to pay 
|; for clerks employed in addition to those authorized 
i by the act of 1806. He referred to many other 
|! similar acts as precedents for this. 
Mr. EVANS spoke in favor. of the.motion'to 
strike out, and wished. that gentlemen should be 
i suffered, on this floor, to express their dissatisfac- 
| tion at the administration of public affairs, with- 
i out being reproved for making a personal: attack 
! upon public officers. : It was, he contended, ad- 
|| mitted ‘that the Post Office Department was in a 
i deranged state. It was admitted in the report of 


ti 


i 


| 
| 


j 
| 
i 


H 


|! the Postmaster General himself. The gentleman 
| 


A 
f 
i 


from Massachusetts excused the Postmaster Gen- 
eral on the supposition that he acted upon misrep- 
Fle could point out some 
insiances in which he knew that the Postmaster 
i General was deceived. He instanced the appoint- 
: ment of Norton to the post office of old Hartford, 
i which was revoked in a few days after it was 


} 


ij resentation of facts. 


i 


| made. He went on to point out what he con- 
| sidered as mismanagement on the part of the Post, 
| Office. 

| Mr. POLK went into a full statement of the 
: former course in regard to the employment of 
| clerks in the Post Office Department. The con- 
: stant growth of the business of the department . 
| rendered it necessary continually to increase the 
' number of the clerks, In consequence of this, the 
| actual appropriations before the end of the year, 
fell short of the necessary expenses of the depart- 
ment, and for more than fifteen years, it had been 
_ cusiomary for the Postmaster General to employ 
|; additional clerks, when they were wanted, and 
|: rely upon Congress subsequently to provide for 
the expense. He did not consider it proper or 
l| pertinent, while considering this clause, to go into 
; a full view of the whole administration ofthe Post 
Office. Mr. P. said he thought the fault was in 
i Congress. He thought that Congress ought to 
| create by law a sofficient and ample force for the 
‘| department, in anticipation of its necessities. He 
was willing to do this now. But the course adopted 
! by Mr. Barry was jastified by precedent and law. 


| 
[i 
| 
j 


Apuil 25, 


sufficient for the business of your office; employ || 


the necessary appropriations. 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT said- that, for con- 
tingent services, the Postmaster General-was au- 
therized:'to employ additional clerks; but for the || 
permanent annual. service of the department, he 
ought to apply for an appropriation. He thought 
that the extra clerks ought now to be provided for 

‘for the ensuing year, instead of making another 
appropriation for arrearages next year. : 

Mr, CONNOR said, he hoped the House would 
pardon him for again trespassing a short time on 
their patience. Standing in the relation in which 
he did to the Post Office Department, he felt it to || 
be not only necessary, but his duty, to explain |; 
and correct many. misapprehensions. that gentle- |j 
men had fallen into. He was disposed, at all times, 
to economize and retrench in this, or any other 

: department of the Government; and if gentlemen 
would ‘show that it is necessary and proper to 
reduce:this item in the bill, he would go with them 
most cheerfully. But from his knowledge of the 
affairs of the Post Office Department, having been 
for the last six or seven years a member of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, | 
such had necessarily been his intercourse as to 
have made him familiar with its business and 
labors; and he unhesitatingly said that he believed || 
the number employed has been absolutely neces- || 
sary to the proper performance of tLe duties of the 
office; and that the Postmaster General, in em- 
ploying extra clerks, had done so with a strict eye 
to economy. It may not, and perhaps is not | 
known to gentlemen, that many of these clerks 
receive only $400, and several as low as $200. 

_ .The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Line |} 
coun] says the Postmaster General is not author- 
ized by law to employ extra clerk-hire. He is 
correct. There is no such law; but to do so has 
grown into law by usage. From necessity it must || 
be so, and cannot be otherwise. Such has been | 
the practice for fifteen years, and has been at all | 
times sanctioned by Congress, and must so con- 
tinue until that department has reached its greatest 
height. The exact force necessary cannot be 
ascertained by any one. Any number of clerks 
which are sufficient at this time, will not be able 
to perform the labor six months hence. Judge 
M'Lean expresses that opinion in a letter to Mr. 
Barry, and which he read when up before. The 
gentleman speaks of disposing of one half of this 
tribe. He knew not what the gentleman meant | 
when he speaks of the clerks as a tribe—whether 
intended as an expression of reproach or other- 
wise. But he begged to say to him, his acquaint- 
ance with those clerks justifies him in saying they 
were honorable and meritorious, who were always 
to be found at their posts, and laboring early and 
late, as their business may require. Andif thegen- 
tleman will go to the department, and go through 
it, and examine for himself, he must become sat- 
‘isfied that his opinions of the requisite labor are 
erroneous. Sir, the duties of solicitor, examiner, 
and office of appointments, the gentleman inquires 
what they are, as if to afford himself an opportu- 
‘nity of answering his own questions, and does 

answer them in his own way Mr. C. said, if he 

would allow him, he would give to him correctly 
what are the duties of these bureaus, if permitted 
so to call them,  “ The duty of the solicitor is to 

‘attend to the final settlement or closing of all 

‘accounts; the collection of all balances; thecom- 

* mencement of suits; and the correspondence with |i 

‘United States district attorneys and others in 

‘relation thereto; also, the correspondence con- 

‘ cerning the past accounts of postmasters.”? “The 

‘examiner’s office is that which is charged with 

‘the crediting and examining all postmasters’ ac: 

‘counts; the correspondence connected therewith; 

‘receiving and depositing in bank such remittances 

` fas are specially authorized, returning what is not 
‘receivable, and with notifying and reporting delin- 
quents.’? ‘The duties of the office of appointments 
consists in the examination and endorsement of me- 
morials, letters, and reports; obtaining and noting 
information from the book-keepers and the office | 
of mail contracts, filing papers in appropriate par- į 
cels and cases; notifying charges against post- 


t 


tion of offices, writing references of cases, &c., &c. 
They also prepare abstracts of cases; register and 
attest commissions; and enter the changes, discon- 
tinuances, and appointments in the bond book, 
with the penalties of the bonds; inspect all bonds 
after execution, and return them for correction 
when required. He might go through the whole 
organization of the department, and show its 
properties substantially the same as has always 
existed; and without such assignment of duties 
no department or other extensive. establishment 
could get on. 

The gentleman [Mr. Lincony] speaksof routes 
abused, and contracts by men not worthy of con- 
fidence. Does the gentleman not know that the 


| Postmaster General has nothing to do with the 


establishment of routes—that they are established 
by Congress, and that his duty is afterwards to 


j puta mail on those routes? Can the gentleman 
| put his finger on any such unworthy contractor in 


his district or section of country? He cannot. 
i suppose the gentleman. alludes to the extra 
allowances that have been made, the extras and 
stars in the Blue Book, that has made so much 
noise in the other end of the Capitol—charged by 
many as being improper, and no one will venture 
to ask to have them discontinued. As to his own 
section of country, as well as other of the older 


| States, they obtained in their original contracts 


their full share, and all that was desired. If there 


| be any such unworthy contractors as the gentle- 


man seems to suppose, I know them not. There 


|| may be routes that should be discontinued; and 


whenever a-bill has been presented for the estab- 
lishment of new routes, there has also been a num- 
ber with it reported for discontinuance, by the 
Postmaster General; but it has been rare that the 


| members have permitted those or any of them to 


be discontinued. ` : 
The gentleman says the department is plunged 
irrecoverably in debt, and is insolvent from 


; $800,000 to $1,000,000; and his colleague over the 


way (Mr. Resp] says the department is unable 
to pay, which means, that it is insolvent, as I 
understand him. He will answer both these gen- 
tlemen at the same time by saying to them, they 
are mistaken; such is not the fact. Mr. C. said, 
he would take the responsibility of here saying 
that the amount due by the Post Office Department 
does not exceed $300,000 beyond their available 
means, and that during the next year they will be 
free from debt, and very shortly thereafter will be 
| prepared to grant facilities, in the shape of extras, 
if it be necessary for the accommodation of the 
| people. Sir, as to that department’s becoming in- 
solvent, a moment’s reflection mustsatisfy any and 
every gentleman how perfectly idle it is to suppose 
such a state of things. Congress establishes the 
post roads; the Postmaster General is required to 
puta mail on them. The power and manner of 
transporting that mail, either by horse or coach, 
weekly, twice or thrice weekly, or daily, is vested 
solely in him; and he could, if necessary or proper, 
discontinue every coach in the United States from 
its service, and have the mails transported, the 
cheaper way, on horseback. : 

The gentleman has said something about con- 
tractors applying for their pay and its being 
refused, and they threatened by the department, 
if they did not go away they would be paid in 
forfeitures. The gentleman has been incorrectly 
informed: It is not so. No such case has ever 
occurred. If the pay of a contractor has been 
withheld, there is some other cause, some difficulty 
in relation to the performance of his duties, and 
he called on the gentleman to name any one of 
those if he could. 

Here Mr. L. said he would-reply after the man- 
ner of a Yankee, byasking another question: Had 
not contractors often been at the department, and 
been refused their pay, and were told they were 
defaulters? 

Mr. C. said no contractor had applied at the de- 
partment for his pay, that did not receive what 
was due to him. He had but a moment before ex- 
pressed a belief that there must be some cause for 
a refusal, if any such there was. He had touched 
the right chord—the gentleman’s inquiry explains 


| it—he has heard of some one who was a defaulter, 


complaining, and that’s all. Forfeitures can only 
be charged against a contractor after.they occur 


. Mastersand agsistants, and complaints of the loca- 


and are so reported to the department. 


He would beg now to say a word or two to the 
gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Evans,] who com- 
plains that contractors in his State have been paid 
with post notes, and have lost four or five per cent. 
in the sale or exchanging of them. Why, sir, 
those post notes were on specie-paying banks, and 
what better could the gentleman expect? When 
his constituents enter into acontract with the Post- 
master. General, no particular kind of money is 
required or specified—the contractor expects good 
money, and the department expects to give good 
money, and does give him such. As far as the 
amount collected in each State, in the shape of 
postage, goes, it is paid to the contractors. When 
that falis short, the department pays in drafts or 
post notes of banks where they may have depos- 
ites, always those being on specie-paying banks; 
and such, I presume, is the fact with Maine—ag 
with many other States—the receipts of the whole 
State are not equal to the expenditures by 20 or 
25 per cent. made in that State; and this may 
account for the reason why the gentleman’s con- 
stituents were paid off in post notes. Sir, the post 
office in the city of New York alone yielded, the 
year ending in 1833, $179,000; in Philadelphia, 
112,000, and thus in a single post office, the amount 
received is greater than that yielded by three or 
four States together. The department must, from 
necessity, transfer the money from those States 
where there is a surplus to those where there is a 
deficiency and want. As to the inquiry, sir, why 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
have not examined and reported in relation to this 
department, he could only say, the facts had been 
reported to the House by the Postmaster General 
in his annual report, that no call has been-made 
on this committee that has not been promptly an- 
swered, and they have been ready promptly to 
answer any that might be madeon them by order 
of this House. 

The motion to strike out was rejected. 

Mr. REED moved that the committee rise— 
ayes 69, noes 77. j 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to reduce the item to 
$17,000. 

Mr. EWING advocated the reduction, and 
spoke at length upon the necessity of reforming 


| the abuses to which the Post Office had lent itself 


in electioneering. Ele disavowed any imputation 
upon the character of the man at the head of the 
department. 

Mr. POLK here rose to a point of order: that 
the motion to reduce the item was not in order, 
the motion to strike out having been rejected. Ee 
referred to the rules, from which he quoted the 
rule to amend. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had some doubts about 
it himself; but he had handed it to the Chairman, 
and it received his sanction. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that as there was no 
objection made at the time the amendment was 
offered, he took for granted that the committee ` 
received the motion by unanimous consent, which 
they had aright to do. 

Mr. POLK. The mover himself admits its 
irregularity. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that unless he with- 
drew it, the objection was too late. 

Mr. LINCOLN declined to withdraw. 

Mr. EWING then resumed, and asserted that 
men possessing intelligence, integrity, and worth, 
had been removed from the offices in Indiana, 
and men of a contrary character placed in their 
situations. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said, however this might 
have been the case in the gentleman’s district, it 
was not the fact with respect to his own. There, 
the offices were filled with men of the highest 
worth, 

Mr. EWING said he knew of instances where 
men were appointed solely for being whole-hog 
Jackson men, and of an appointment being given 


jin Bloomfield to a man who could not read his 


commission when appointed. 

Mr. HANNEGAN rejoined. 

And the question having been taken, the motion 
to reduce was rejected: 

Ayes 53, noes 85. 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out the item for 
additional clerk hire to bring up the arrearages in 
the Surveyor General’s Office, ($3,500. 

Agreed to. : 
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Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee | 
rise, and the motion prevailed; ayes 72, noes 64. | 

The committee thereupon rose and reported prog- 
ress, and 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, April 26, 1834. 

The resolutions heretofore offered by Messrs. | 
WarpweLL and Reen, for information from the : 
War Department, were taken up, by consent, and 
agreed to. 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Stew- 4 
anv, for printing 3,000 extra copies of the report 
on the subject of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
was taken up, by consent, and agreed to. 


Mr. CLIINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the joint resolution | 


from the Senate for watering the Pennsylvania | 
Avenue, without amendment: 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the suspension of the | 
rules, in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the resolution now. 

The question being taken, it appeared that there 
was no quorum. 

Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, asked for the 
yeas and nays on the motion; and, on division, 
it appeared that there was still no quorum. 

Mr. HARPER, of New [lampshire, moved a 
call of the House. Negatived. 

The motion for the yeas and nays was again put, 
and prevailed. ; 

The.question being then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rule, for the purpose of taking up for-| 
consideration the joint resolution for watering the | 
Avenue, it was decided in the negative—ayes 84, | 
noes 54—-(not two-thirds.) 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BOON moved the suspension of the rules 
in order to take up for consideration the following | 
resolution, some time ago offered by him: H 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and | 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives close | 
the present session of Congress by an adjournment || 
of their respective Houses on Saturday the 31st | 
of May next. 


- Mr. BOON asked the yeas and nays, and they | 
were ordered. 
` The question being taken on the motion, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 91, nays 57; (not 
two-thirds. f 
Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, from the select 
committee on the memorial of Benjamin Phillips, | 


reported “A bill authorizing experiments on steam į 
engines.” 
Read twice and committed. 
Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rules | 
in order to take up the appropriation bill, but 
withdrew it at the request of 


| 
i 


Mr. THOMSON, who moved that the House 
the bill for the relief of David Kilbourne. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed; and, on | 
motion of Mr. THOMSON, the further consider- | 
in December next. | 

Mr. POLK renewed his motion to suspend the || 
rules, in order to take up the appropriaticn bill, |; 
vote of 92 to 60-—(not two-thirds.) | 

The House went into the Committee of the! 
Whole, Mr. Conner in the chair, on the bill to i 

Mr. LANE, who had the floor from Saturday | 
last, stated that he was unable, in consequence of | 
indisposition, to proceed in thé discussion to-day, | 

i 

Mr. PARKER spoke in favor of the bill, and | 
moved to strike out $31,412, and insert $25,000as | 
the portion of Mrs. Decatur. i 
tion; but the Cnair decided that it was not divis- | 
ible. 

The question being taken, the motion was lost. 
that the share of Mrs. Decatur be vested by the | 
Secretary of the Navy in public stocks, theincome | 
of which shall bepaid to Susan Decatur during her |; 


take up the motion to reconsider the vote rejecting | 
ation of the bill was postponed to the first Monday || 
i 
and, on division, the motion was rejected, by a | 
compensate Susan Decatur and others. 
and therefore relinquished the floor 
Mr, McKINLEY moved a division of the ques- i 
Mr. ARCHER moved an amendment providing | 
natural life, and two-thirds of the principal there. | 


|| was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 


il Andre Frederick Paisseau and others, of Louisi- 


afier paid to the heirs and legal representatives of 
the late Commodore Decatur, the other third being 
subject to Mrs. Decatur’s disposition by will. a 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved to strike 
out the enacting clause. 

The motion was rejected—ayes 53, noes 80. 

The amendment proprosed by Mr. ARCHER 
prevailed—ayes 72, noes 61. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, proposed 
an amendment to strike out all after the enacting |: 
clause, and inserting anew distribution, (in which 
$10,000 was to be given to Mrs. Decatur.) 

‘The amendment was rejected. 


After which, on motion of Mr. McKENNAN, |} 


the committee rose, and reported a bill to the 
House; which was ordered to be printed as amend- 
ed; and 

The House adjourned, - 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 28, 1834. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, upon executive business, by 
Mr. Donerson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. TYLER presented the proceedings and res- 
olutions of a public meeting of young men of the 
city of Richmond, and town of Manchester, Vir- 
ginia, condemning the course of the executive, 
and recommending the restoration of the deposites 
to the Bank of the United States. H 


Mr. LEIGH presented a memorial from inhab- 
itants of the county of Gloucester, Virginia, of a 
similar character. 

Both the proceedings of the meeting and the 
memorial were read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial of certain | 
citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against || 
the imposition of duties upon foreign coal; which | 


Mr. CHAMBERS presented the petition of || 
George W. Howard; which was referred. 
Mr. SILSBEE presented the petition of John 
Ames, paper manufacturer; which was referred to 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented a memorial from 
a number of importing merchants of the city of 
New York, praying that the unexpected excess of 
duties which they have been obliged to pay under 
the act of 24 of March, 1833, may be refunded. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the petition of 


ana; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of John Walker, in behalf of Edmund P. Fol- 
some, an orphan child of the Choctaw nation, 
asking that a quarter section of land be set apart 
for him in conformity with the provisions of the 
treaty with the Choctaw nation. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on |} 
Indian Affairs. - | 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed | 
by more than six thousand inhabitants of the city 
of Utica, and the county of Oneida, New York, | 
praying the restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and asking Congress | 
to take such measures as their wisdom may sug- 
gest, to restore the currency of the country to a 
healthful condition. | 

The memorial was accompanied bya few re- 
marks by Mr. WEBSTER, and was thenread and || 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. : o j 

Mr. WILKINS presented a memorial ofa large || 
number of the inhabitants of Huntingdon, Hun- l 
tingdon county, Pennsylvania, approving of the |; 
course of the President of the United States with | 
regard to the Bank of the United States, approving $ 
the gourse of the Hon. William C. Rives, late a i 
Senator from Virginia, and differing with certain || 
Senators for not obeying instructions sent them by 


i 
the Legislatures of their several States. f 

Mr. WILKINS said that he fully concurred 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts in the sen- || 
timent expressed by him. He, also, was not labor- | 
ing under any political despondency, nor did he | 
despair of the Republic, though he confessed he : 


| just presented. 


i} in the Constitution, 


despaired of anything being done at the present 
session of Congress to relieve the country, owing 
to the great contrariety of opinion prevailing here, 
in the House of Representatives, and out of doors. 
If it was possible for us, seeing so. much of public 
sentiment, to ascertain what that sentiment iwas; 
we ought to endeavor to abide by it, and-adopt 
something in accordance with it, in ‘aid of the 
people. . But he despaired of ascertaining it bythe _ 
presentation of the proceedings of public meetings. 
He had many such expressions in his possession; 


| but wecould not ascertain from them the real state 


; of public sentiment, in the excited situation of the 
country. Itwas to be presumed that all petition- 
ers were equally interested in the prosperity of the 
institutions of the country, and in preserving the 
| Constitution and laws, and they were therefore 
| entitled to credit for their exertions, They ‘were 
all equally respectable, and all interested in their 
country’s welfare. Mr. W. had determined to. 
present no more of these proceedings, but he had 
| had in his possession, for some time past, the pro- 
| ceedings of a public meeting held at. the court- 
house in the town of Huntingdon, in Huntingdon 
county, Penasylvania, which. he would present. 
That county was in a central situation, upon the 
great Pennsylvania canal, in the midst of an. èx- 
tensive and rich iron region, and from these cir- = 
cumstances, was intimately connected with: the : 
trade, commerce, and business transactions of’ 
Pennsylvania. He moved that the proceedings 


‘be read; and they would be found to be‘opposed 


in sentiment to those from the county of Oneida, 


Mr. CHAMBERS remarked, that he had not 
understood all the resolutions when they were 
read, but the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 


| said that they were in direct opposition to the 


Oneida memorial, which said that everything was — 
depressed. Now, it was strange that any respect- 
able body of men would undertake to tell us that 
the productsof industry wereat high prices. They 
admitted in these proceedings, that everything was 
paralyzed, but they attributed it all to the monster; 
and after this yeti bane when they have arrived 
at the point of killing, they say it is better—he 
thought it a practice which would not relieve the | 
patient. All knew that the crops were short, and 
prices low. But we were told that the bank was 
grinding down the people; but by their official re- 
ports we perceive that they have not been curtail- 
ing at all; and yet they must now curtail; and if: 
the monster should thus go on aalling in its debts, 
how was it-possible for the pressure to go off.. 
Common sense was against it. : 

Mr. CLAY rose to-say, that as allusion ‘had 
been made to his name as a retained counsel of the 
bank, in terms which were. not-to be misunder» 
stood, he would not contradict it, out of respect to 
himself, but that he would be glad if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would return the memorialists 
his thanks for their notice of him. The assertion 
was not true. He. had had no professional con- 
nexion with the Bank of the United States for the 
last nine years. 

Mr. WILKINS replied, that the Senate would 
recollect that on one occasion he gave an opinion 
that our fellow-citizens had a right to be heard by 
us,in any language they chose to use. Wecould 
not examine strictly the language in which they 
chose to present themselves here, for that would 
be infringing upon the rights guarantied to them 
It wag for the Senate, after 
the presentation of a paper, to say whatthey would 
do with it. He was aware that the language ofa 
portion of this paper—that part which alluded to the 
gentleman from Kentucky—was exceptionable, 
and of which he disapproved. But he asked that 
gentleman when he (Mr. W.) had ever uttered a 
sentiment disrespectful either to him or any other 
gentleman of the Senate? (Mr. Cray said, never.} 
But when a paper was sent to him to present, Mr. 
W. said he felt no right to object to it, The gen- 
tleman from Kentucky would have a right to 
rebuke him whenever he should find him using 
language of his own, disrespectful to him or any 
other member. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. CHAMBERS} 
had called up to his recollection an expression of 
his (Mr. W.’s) made at an early period in this 
discussion, but he had made it too general. He 
never denied that there was distress and pressure 
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“of his residence; ` He did use the phrase, but he 
qualified: it i 


giving him evidence. of distress. in Pittsbu 
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th ‘people. In the month of January he did 
y that there was distress prevailing in the city. 


na way to justify it, and he was justi- 
He then said that he had no paper 
rg; but 
after this expression had gone to Pittsburg, a pub- 
lic méeting was held-in consequence of it, and one 


fied: now. 


ofthe resolutions thereadoptec, admitted that they | 
had Kept their complaints to themselves; that the | 
cry of distress had not gone from Pittsburg, and | 


in their expressions pointed: particularly to the 
future. _He acknowledged: that distress.did over- 
spread: the land, to.the utter condemnation of the 
Bank of the United States; and: he confessed, that 
in-this respect, he was disappointed as to the power 
and di8position of the bank to cause distress. As 
regarded the Oneida: memorial, the difference was 
in relation to the bank, whether the Government 
or the bank was the.immediate cause of the pre- 
vailing- distress. - With respect to agricultural 
products, we knew that they were all looking up 
in price. Look atthe article of flour in the mar- 
kets of Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

* Butallusion has been made to the Senators from 
New Jersey, and he regretted that it was there. 
But it only spoke of the question, whether those 
gentlemen were representing the sentiments of their 
constituents; they did not decide the question; and 
Mr. W. said. his own wish was that they might 
represent them. But on the side of the Adminis- 
tration we have prima facie evidence in the instruc- 
tions of the New Jersey Legislature, that they did 
not represent them. And this was combatted by 
those gentlemen by giving the proceedings of meet- 
ings in New Jersey. He made no comments upon 
this ‘subject; these men made their own concla- 
sions, in relation to the present situation of public 
sita ira, and time only would tell which party was 
right. 

Mt, WEBSTER observed, that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania said that there were so many 
memorialists that he did not know what they 
wanted. But could any reasonable man say that 
he-doubted what the opinion of the people was at 
thistime? Why, what was the question? It was 
on the propriety of the removal of the deposites; 
and he believed the number of memorialists here 
was as twenty to one against it. And would any 
man say he doubted whether the majority of the 
propie approved or disapproved of this measure? 

‘fe could not think any man would say it was 
doubtful. Ele knew many gentlemen supported 
the Administration in the measure, but was the 
thing itself the object of their approbation? He 
wag at a loss to know whether the gentleman from 


corum of its language, or the closeness or per- 
tinency of its reasoning. He contended, however, 
that Congress was bound to furnish a remedy for 
the people for the grievances they labored under, 
before their adjournment. 

Mr. WILKINS rose to correct an error of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. Ele did not ad- 
mit that he could not make up an opinion upon the 
present state of affairs, but he said there was such 


a variety of opinion as to retard any measures of |} 


relief. He had no doubt on which side ‘public 
sentiment was in relation to the removal of the 
deposites, and the action of the Administration on 
the finances of the country; and he said that public 
sentiment was with the Administration. .He ad- 
mitted that in our commercial cities the Adminis- 
tration had lost ground; for the commercial com- 
munity went with the moneyed interest of the 
country. But the sentiments of the commercial 
cities was not a fair test to ascertain the sentiments 
of the mass of the people—of the yeomanry of the 
country. In. Philadelphia we had lost ground; 
but Philadelphia had always been opposed to the 
Administration; and in the city of the West we had 
also lost some ground; and he had no doubt he 
had been stripped of a portion of the favor which 
“he had had the honor of enjoying; and on his re- 
turn home, he doubted not he should be met with 
some coolness for the course which he had taken; 


a course which, before God he could say his.con- | 


science dictated to him asthe proper one. But as 
to the dominant party, the yeomanry of Pennsyl- 


. vania, he had no doubt that their spirits were up; 


that they were sensitive and compact; that they 
stood together, and were unmoved by the opèra- 


| we were to judge of the state of public opinion 


! his conclusions. 


| timent of every impartial man. The removal of 


| that act by the effects which followed, not imme- | 


i the same may not be rechartered. 
Pennsylvania had selected this paper for the de- || 


= 
tions of the Bank of the United States. And what 
must have beea the mischievous conduct of that | 
bank which could have weaned from it so unani- | 
mous an opinion of friendship as existed in Penn- | 
sylvania a short time ago! Such was its flagrant | 
conduct, that a total change had now taken place | 


against it. What,;-then, was the rule by which 
2! 
Will you take the elections since October last as 
the touchstone? Take the elections since the re- 


moval of the deposites, and what must be the sen- 


the deposites was the subject of conversation on | 
what was the consequence? We should judge of 


diately but by the subsequent conduet of the bank. 
The gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Porrer,] 
was elected to the Senate by only one vote. And 
what was public sentiment in Missouri, Illinois, 
and Indiana? In favorof the Administration. In | 
Ohio, where the elections took place on the second 
Tuesday of October, we had prima facie evidence, 
from the instructions of the Legislature, what that 
sentiment was there. In Pennsylvania, a large 
majority of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives was decidedly so. In New Jersey, we had 
the same prima facie evidence, in the instructions 
of her Legislature. In New York, it was suffi- 
cient to say, that we had not been beaten. In the | 

i 

į 

i 


commercial emporium, where the greatest power | 
and influence of the bauk was brought to bear on 
the election, to a degree that perhaps will never be į 
repeated, it had terminated in a defeat. These | 
were the facts from which Mr, W. said he drew | 
In Virginia, the contest was not 
yet over; but had the Administration gained or 
lost there? That was the question, Then, as to | 
relief, no one was more disposed to legislate, and 
to do anything to restore harmony to the country 
than himself. He was willing to act at any mo- 
ment, to quiet the pablic mind on this vexed ques- 
tion. : ~ i 
After some further remarks by Mr. PORTER, 
in which he said he was elected by a majority of 
two votes, instead of one, as had been observed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the paper was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. f 
Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a large meeting of citizens of Edge- 
combe county, North Carolina, approving of the 
course of the Executive with regard to the Bank 
of the United States, and recommending that the 
deposites be not restored to that institution, and 


The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the fullowing resolutions, 
the immediate consideration of which he asked; 
and leave being obtained, the resolutions were con- 
sidered, and after being slightly modified, on mo- 
«ion of Mr. MOORE, were adopted: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the gross amount 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and the number of acres which have been sold 
during the year 1833, including the last quarter of 
the year, and distinguishing the amount received, į 
and the number of acres sold in each State and 
Territory. >- 

Resolved, also, That he report to the Senate the 
‘manner in which has been-ascertained atthe Treas- 
ury, from time to time, the ‘* twentieth part of the 
net proceeds of the lands lying within the said 
State [Ohio] sold by Congress from and after the 
thirtieth day of June next, [1802,] after deducting 
all expenses incident to the same,” which by the 
compact with Ohio was set apart for laying out 
and making public roads; and the manner in which 
the like allowance made to other new States has 
been ascertained at the Treasury, showing espe- 
cially the deductions made from the gross amognt 
to ascertain the net proceeds. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Thomas; which was read, and the report accom- 
panying it ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, at the same time, on leave, i 
presented a memorial praying indemnification for 


i 


every election ground in Pennsylvania. And yet ir 


R 


A 
expenses inéurred in the District during the chol- 
era; which was referred to the Commitee on the 
District of Columbia. ` 

Also, the petition of the Rev. Mr. Wiltbank, 
chaplain of the navy yard, Philadelphia, praying 
compensation: for services rendered; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WILKINS, from. the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported the following bills from the ELouse 
of Representatives, without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Walker. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the amendment of Mr. 
Bros to Mr. PoipextTer’s resolution relative to 
the protest of the President of the United States. 

Mr. BIBB resumed and concluded his remarks 
against the reception of the protest, and the doc: 
trines promulgated by that paper. : 

Mr. GRUNDY then took the floor; when, on 
hia motion, at half-past four o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Moxpay, April 28, 1834. 

The Hon. Rice GarLand, elected. a member. 

from Louisiana, in the room of the Hon. H. A. 
Buiarp, resigned, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. . 
. Mr. BINNEY rose to state that he had been 
informed by Mr. Franxuin, the Clerk of their 
House, that he had received the afflicting account 
of the death of his father. This event occurred. 
on Saturday last; and there were circdmstances 
connected with it, which rendered his going to 
Philadelphia indispensable. Under such circum- 
stances, be lad been informed that an absence of 
three or four days would not be objected to. by 
the Elouse: He asked leave, therefore, to submit 
a motion to this effect. 

Leave having been given, the motion of Mr. B. 
that Mr. Frangin have leave of absence for four: 
days, was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, who had pre- 
sented sundry memorials in relation to the bank- 
and the removal of the deposites, from his constit- ` 
uents, on the last petition day, called up his mo- 
tion to print the same; and thereupon spoke at 
length in explanation of his views. 

The memorials were, on motion of Mr. HALL, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to lay on the table the 
memorial from Burke county, North Carolina, 
presented by him on a former day. Agreed to. 

Mr. GAMBLE called up a memorial from citi- 
zens of Savannah, respecting the United States 
Bank and. the. deposites, presented by him ona 
former day, and proceeded to discuss the facts 
alleged by the memorialists. The facts imbodied 
in the memorial were, he believed, true, and were 
believed to be true by a majority of the people of 
Georgia, and the people of the United States. 
They estimated the loss on the cotton crop of 
Georgia, produced by the removal of the depos- 
ites, at one million of dollars, and of the whole 
cotton crop of the South, at six or eight millions.” 

The number of memorialists was small, being 
only two hundred, but they were men of intelli- 
gence, high character, and extensively engaged in 
business. 

On motion of Mr. G. the memorial was read; 
and the motion to refer and print the same being 
under consideration, $ f 

Mr. WAYNE rose to make some remarks, but 
a question of order having.been made, he yielded 
the floor. è 

The motion to refer and print was then agreed 
to. 

Mr. WAYNE presented a memorial signed by 
680 citizens and legal voters of the city of Savan- 
nah and county of Chatham, expressing their ap- 
robation of the course of the Government in rela- 
tion to the United States Bank. He moved that 
the memorial be received, at the same time inti- - 
mating an intention to call it up for the purpose of 
submitting some views on the subject at-a future 


time. 
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Mr. W. also presented two private petitions. - 
Mr. FOSTER obtained leave to present a reso- 
lution relative toa post route; which was referred. 


Mr. POPE presented the proceedings of a pub- | 


lic meeting held in the city of Louisville, in the 
State of Kentucky, on the 3d of April, 1834. He 
observed, that the address and resolutions had 


been received by him more than two weeks ago; | 


that he would take this occasion to observe, (so 
that it might be known‘to his constituents,) tnat 
the rules of the House proaibited the presentation 
of memorials and petitions on any other day than 
Monday; that the two last Mondays had been 
occupied with the presentation of memorials from 
other States, and this was the very first opportu- 
nity that had offered for the purpose. 

Mr. P. said that} so far as he could learn, the 
persons composing the meeting were gentlemen 
of fine practical sense, of character, of substance, 
and whose interests were intimately identified with 
the growth and prosperity of Louisville; that bad 


government and unwise legislation would affect | 


their interests as soon as it would those of any 
other class of men of any other city. He said that 
he had understood that the meeting was composed 
of at least six hundred persons; and that they 
were animated with unwonted enthusiasm, and 
had adopted with acclamation the address and 
resolutions which he had the honor to present. 
They deprecate, in the strongest terms, the course 
pursued by the Bank of the United States; protest 
against its being rechartered; justify the removal 


of the public deposites from its custody; testify to | 


the sufficiency of the reasons assigned by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for the act; and deny the 
assertions of a late public meeting in that city, 


that there was a great reduction in the price of |! 


produce and other articles, and intimate that they 
could only have proceeded from a desire to alarm 
and agitate the public mind. 
by moving that the proceedings be read, laid upon 
the table, and printed. 

Mr. R.M.JOHNSON presented two private pe- 


titions; also, a memorial from 330 citizens of Grant | 


county, in favor of the restoration of the deposites, 
and complaining of a general depression of busi- 
ness and prices; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MARSHALL presented a private petition. 

Mr. CHILTON presented a memorial from cit- 
izens of the town of Brandenburg, praying the 
interposition of Congress for the relief of the coun- 
try from present embarrassments. Laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from citizens 
of Lawrence and Greenup counties, on the sub- 
ject of tbe Bank of the United States. Laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, presented the pro- 


ceedings of a numerous meeting of the Democratic | 


Republicans of Salem, and its vicinity, with reso- 
lutions expressing their approbation of the course 
of the Government in regard to the deposites and 


the United States Bank; which were read, ordered | 


to be printed, and laid on the table. 


Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of | 
“Abraham Boring; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of the twelfth 
congressional district of Ohio, disapproving of the 
measures of the General Government in removing 
the deposites from the Bank of the United States. 


Also, a memorial from the same district, in favor |; : 
ele { ; the removal of the deposites from the Bank of the | 


in removing the public funds from the Bank of the || United States. 


of the late action of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 


United States, and against its recharter. 
Mr. CASEY presented the petition of sundry 


citizens of Edgar county, Hlinois, praying the |: Lur ; zA 
g Em 3i age brie | syrH, with an intimation that he would renew it | 


tion, was referred to the Committee on the Post | to-morrow. 


establishment of a pest route; which, on his mo- 


Office and Post Roads, 


Mr. COR WIN presented a memorial from cit- ij 


izens of Ciinton county, in favor of the restoration 
of the deposites. i. 
Mr. VANCE presented memorials from-citizens 
of Champaign county, in favor cf the restoration 
of the deposites. f 
Mr. LEAVITT presented a memorial from 
citizens of Harrison county, protestingagsinst the 


moval of the deposites. 


All which were laid on the table and ordered to 


be printed. 
~” 


Mr. P. concluded | 


; adjourn; which prevailed, and 


! land. Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| submit some remarks in presenting them to its | 


i signed by about 500 citizens of Dover, in New 
l; Hampshire, praying that the deposites may be 


' the report of the Secretary be printed, but with- | 


i that institution may be rechartered. 


3 ‘rials were read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
recharter of the bank, and approving of the re- |, 


_ Mr, WHITE, of Louisiana, presented memo- 
rials from citizens of Louisiana, representing the || 
existence of much embarrassment and distress in il 
that State, and disapproving of the course of the || 
Administration in relation to the United States | 
Bank. Read, Taid on the table, and ordered to be | 
printed. | 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from | 
sundry citizens of Louisiana, praying grants of 


| 
Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition. 
Mr. EWING moved a suspension of the rules ; 


to permit him to offer a resolution. Negatived, 
Mr. KINNARD presented the petition of sun- | 


dry inhabitants of Bartholomew county, Indiana, |! 


for the establishment of a post route from Shelby- | 
ville, via Morven, Newhope, and Newbern, to: 
Geneva post office, Jennings county. 

Mr. CAGE presented several private petitions 
and memorials. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. CASEY | 
and MARDIS. 

Mr. MURPHY presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Dallas county, Alabama, praying | 
Congress to restore the deposites, and charter a į 
Bank of the United States, in such a manner as to 
render it acceptable to the nation. Read, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented several petitions. 

Mr. WATMOUGH asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the joint resolution 
from the Senate to direct the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings to water the Pennsylvania avenue. 

Objections having been made— 

Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rule, to en- | 
able him to offer it. 

The House refused: yeas 80, nays not counted. | 

Mr. MERCER presented some papers in rela- || 
tion to the Potomac bridge; which were laid on | 
the table and ordered to be printed. {| 

Mr. OSGOOD asked leave to present some reso- || 


lutions passed at a meeting of delegates from seve- || 


ral towns in his district, and also a memorial |! . 0 
|| the transaction of the morning’s business, he 


signed by a large nuruber of the legal votersin said 


district, relating to the present situation of the || 


country in regard to the currency, and asking a | 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the į 
United States. As these resolutions, and this me- 
morial, were accompanied by a letter of instruc- 
tions to Mr. O., he asked Jeave of the House to 


consideration. 

The question having been taken on Mr. 0.’s |} 
motion, the vote stood—ayes 80, noes 28. (No 
quorum. ) i 

Mr. CONNOR moved an adjournment; which 
was rejected, yeas 66, nays 81. 

On a second motion for leave to permit Mr. OS- ; 
GOOD to explain, the vote stood 89 to 16. (No; 
quorum.) | 

Mr. WARDWELL renewed the motion to! 


‘The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, April 29, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a report : 
from the Secretary of the Senate, stating that he | 
had, in compliance with the resolution of the | 
Senate of the llth instant, prepared a list of the | 
signatures to memorials, both for and against į 


Mr. CLAY moved that one thousand copies of | 


drew his motion upon the suggestion of Mr. For- | 


PETITIONS. | 

Mr. BELL presented a memorial, signed by 
about 450 inhabitants of Somersworth, and another |} 
i 

i 
restored to the Bank of the United States, and that |; 
After some remarks by Mr. BELL, the memo- 


nance, and ordered. to be printed. 
; REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 


1 
} 
if 
| 


Public Lands, reported’a bill granting an entire 
township of land, to be located in the State of Lili” 
nois or Territory of Michigan, to be divided among. 
the two hundred and thirty-five Polish exiles sent 
to the United States by the Emperor of Austria.’ 
The report and bill were read, and, together with 
the petition, ordéred to be printed, and ‘made the’ 
special order of the day for Thursday week. j 


RESOLUTIONS, 
The following resolutions were submitted: 
By Mr. CHAMBERS: $ 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate whether any other 
Treasury drafts, called at the department “ trans- 
fer drafts,” on the United States Bank, have been 
drawn since his report of the 11th December, 1833, 
jand the purpose to which the amount.of such 
| drafts, if any, have been applied. 
By Mr. SWIFT: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- | 
tending to Ebenezer Hart, of Vermont, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, the benefits of the act of Congress 
of June Tth, 1832, granting pensions to the offi- 
| cers and soldiers of the revolutionary army. 
On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate. took 
up the memorial presented some days ago, from 
| the district of Hanover, York county, in Penn- 
| sylvania, on the subject of the removal of the 
deposites, : i 
Mr. WILKINS spoke at length, in answer to 
Mr. Cray’s remarks upon the late conduct of 
Governor Wolf, in relation to the Bank of the 
United States; a full report of which will be given 
in a few days. 
Mr. W. was followed by Mr. CLAY and Mr. 
MANGUM, in a few incidental remarks. 
Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should 


| to-morrow move the consideration of an appro- 


priation bill from the House of Representatives, 
which required the immediate action of the Senate. 
Mr. WEBSTER also gave notice that, after 


should move the Senate to proceed to executive 
business, 
SPECIAL ORDER. i 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being Mr. Bigg ’s amendment 
of Mr. Pompexrer’s resolutions on the protest 
of the President of the United States. ; 

Mr. GRUNDY rose, and addressed the Senate 
until four o’clock, against the amendment and 
resolutions; when 

Mr. CLAY obtained the floor, and after a few 
remarks in reply, moved an. adjournment, but 
gave way to ee. 

Mr. MANGUM, to make an explanation; 

When, on motion of Mr. CLAY, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, April 29,1834. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved the suspension of the. 
rules in order to offer a resolution proposing a 
series of inquiries. in relation to the Post Office 
Department; and thereupon he asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed 
to, yeas 103, nays 50. 

The resolution was then submitted, and is as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the number 
and names and dates of the appointments respect- 
ively of the clerks, agents, and other officers and 
persons employed in his department, (other than” 
postmasters and persons employed in the respective 
post offices, ) and of the distribution and assignment 
of the appropriate duties of each; and especially of 
thecharacter of the services required of the Solicitor 
and clerks of the Solicitor’s office; and the duties 
and official employment of each of the persons who 
in the register of the offices and agents of the Gov- 
ernment called the “ Blue Bock,” are denominated 
clerks of appointment; and that he also inform the 
House from what fund or appropriation all the offi- 
cers and persons employed in his department have 
received their compensation. And that he: be 
farther directed to state to this House to what 
corporations or individuals (if any) the Post Office 
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Department is indebted for money borrowed, and to 
what amount to each of such corporations or indi- 
viduals respectively, and at what rates of interest 
such loans have been obtained; whether the depart- 
ment has overdrawn the amount of deposites Lo its 
credit in any bank, or banks, and if so, in what 
balances it is now indebted to such banks; in what 
instances, if any,and to what amount, the depart- 
ment has anticipated its revenue by draft on post 


offides in advance of the current quarter; and | 
whether there are arrearages due to any contrac- | 


tors, according to the terms of their contracts, 
either executed or continuing, for the conveyance 
of the mails, and to whom, and to what amount 
respectively; and whatis the aggregate amount of 


the indebtedness of the department, beyond its $ 
present. means and resources to discharge all its | 


| pecuniary obligations in time, and according to its 
engagements and liabilities, 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the unanimous consent 

of the House to the consideration of the resolution; 

but an objection being made, he moved a suspen- 


sion of the rule which required the resolution to | 


lie one day on the table, in order that it might be 
considered now. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, asked the yeas 
and nays thereon, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, the Elouse rejected 
the motion to consider now, yeas 110, nays 68, 
(not two-thirds.) 

Mr. MERCER obtained the consent of the 
Llouse to submit the following resolution; which 
lies on the table one day of course: 

Resolved, Tat the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a communication 
of the 6-b of October, 1833, from a civil engineer 
of Pennsylvania, on the subject of the contem- 
plated bridge across the Potemac, at the city of 
Washington. 

On motion of Mr. GILMER, a report from the 

. Wat Department in relation to the death of Har- 
diman Owens was taken up for reference. 

Mr. CLAY said the subject related to the law 


and the administration of the law, and he therefore. 


moved its reference to the Committee on tne 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GILMER said that the most important part 
of the report related to the conduct of an officer of 
the Army It was due from the Government to 
the people to investigate the subject. It did not 
properly belong to the Judiciary Committee, but, 
as he thought, to a select committee, 

After some words from Messrs. CLAY, WIL- 
LIAMS, GILMER, and McKINLEY, 

Mr. POLK moved that the Fouse proceed to 
the orders of the day, and it was agreed to. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Fussan in the chair. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, moved that the 
committee proceed to the consideration of the bill 
regulating the value of foreign silver coins in the 
United States. 

Mr. WHITE assured the chairman and the 
committee, that nothing but his duty to the com- 
mercial community would induce him to ask the 
favor, at this moment, when a great public meas- 
ure (the appropriation bill) was before them; but, 
as its necessity was urgent, and as it could not 
occupy any great portion of time, he asked that 
it be now taken up. 

Mr. POLK said, if it would not create debate, 
nor occupy much time, he would assent to its con- 
sideration now 

After some words from Mr. McK AY, 


Mr. WHITE withdrew the motion for the į 


present. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee pro- | 


ceeded. to the consideration of the bill making 


appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- | 
penses of the United States during the year 1834. | 


Mr. VANCE moved to strike out the following 
item: 

Fer additional clerk-hire in order to bring up 
the arrears, and transcribing the field notes of said 
office, for the purpose of having them preserved at 
the seat of Government, $1,000. 


After some explanations from Messrs. McKIN- | 


LEY, POLK, LYON of Michigan,C. C. CLAY, 
and ASHLEY, and a few remarks from Messrs. 
VANCE and LANE, 

The amendment was rejected. 


| ury to increase or grant compensation. 


| as he considered that these offices were perfect 


The next item, being for the compensation to 
the surveyor general of Arkansas, $1,500— = - | 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the question 
should be taken on each item, and not passed over | 
without a vote being taken for the concurrence. | 

Mr. POLK suggested that the most convenient | 
course was to move to strike out such items as 
were objected to. 

Mr. WAYNE approved of the motion of the 
honorable member from North Carolina. 

The question was then taken on several items; 
which were agreed to. 

Mr. ASHLEY proposed an amendment to the 
item for additionaiclerk hire, authorizing the Sec- |; 
retary of the Treasury to provide for some sur- || 
veys that should be found necessary, many || 
which, he explained, had been overlooked in va- 
ricus places. 

Mr. DUNCAN concurred in the propriety of | 
the amendment, : | 

Mr. POLK regretted that he must ohject to the | 
amendment being proposed to this bill, where it | 
was evidently out of place. - 

Mv. ADAMS objected to it, because it gave a 
discretionary power to the Secretary of the Treas- | 


Mr. -ASHLEY finally withdrew his amend- | 
ment. 


Mr. VANCE moved to strike out the nextitem, | 


i 
sinecures: | 
For enabling’ the respective surveyors general | 
to furnish the several land offices, commencing 
under the credit system, with renewed township | 
plats, under the direction of the Secretary of the | 
‘Treasury, in cases where those previously fur- 
nished have been defaced, ur become materially | 
injured by use, $10,600. | 
The voteson tue amendment to strike out stood, 
ayes 45, noes 53. No quorum. 

The CilAIRMAN having ascertained there | 
were one hundred and twenty-six members, being 
a quorum, preseni— 

Mr. McKINLEY explained the necessity that | 
existed for the appropriation. 

lt was opposed by Messrs. H. EVERETT, 
FULLER, of New York, and BURGES. i 

My. POLK read a statement from the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office, which went to show 
that much evil had accrued for the want of these 
maps; he, however, left it to the committee to say |i 
whether the appropriation should be reduced in |; 
amount. | 

| 
| 


After some remarks from Mr. BARRINGER 
and Mr. FULLER, 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to reduce the appropria- | 
tion to one half, viz: $5,000. : 
The CHAIRMAN said this was not in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS opposed the appropriation 
altogether. 

Mr. POLK said he should not oppose the 
reduction. | 

Mr. PLUMMER bore testimony to the neces- ! 
sity that existed in the land officesin Mississippi, | 
to have these maps renewed. It was all-important | 
to the interest of his constituents that they should | 
be supplied; and as Mississippi had paid into the | 
Treasury large sums, he hoped so small an appro- 
tion would not be refused. 

The motion to strike out was rejected: Ayes 57, 
noes 67. i 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to strike out $10,000, |: 
and insert $5,000. - 

Mr. BULL moved to insert $9,500. 

The amendment was rejected. 

And the amendment proposed by Mr. ASH- 
LEY was agreed to: Ayes 92, noes not counted. 

For compensation to the Secretary appointed by |! 
the President to sign all patents for lands sold or |; 
granted under the authority of the United States, || 
per act of second March, eighteen hundred and | 
thirty-three, including arrears of salary not paid `! 


lic Buildings in Washington city, $2,060. 
For the purchase of books for the Library of |} 
Congress, $5,009. i 
Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved to amend this by ' 
incréasing the amount to $10,000, which, he said, | 
was to carry out the recommendation of the Libra- ji 


ry. Committee, at the time there was a conference 
deemed necessary on account of the former Gia- 
agreement existing between the two legislative 
branches on the subject of printing, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Several items of the bill were then read, and 
concurred in. 

When the following item was read— 

For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Counci, pay cf the officers of 
the Council, fuel, stationery, and printing, for the 
Michigan Territory, $11 ,448— 

Mr. POLK moved to amend this, by inserting 
#4,000 to pay up arrearages which occurred for 


| ihe same ol jects during the past year. 


Mr. McK AY objected. 

Mr. LYON and Mr. POLK quoted the estimates 
to sustain the appropriation; which was finaily 
agreed to. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Arkansas Territory, including ad- 


| didonal compensation to the judges, under the act 


of twentieth April, eighteen Luidred and thirty- 
two,at $800 each, from the sixteenth March, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-three, to thirty-first De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, $13,800. 

Mr. McK AY moved to amend, by inserting, in 
lieu of $800, $533. 

Mr. POLI quoted the estimates. 

Mr. SEVIER advocated it. 

The amendment was rejected. 

For incidental expenses of the Legislative Coun- 
cil of said Territory, peractof twenty-fourth May, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, omitted last 
year, seven hundred and twenty dollars. 

Mr. BELL proposed to amend the foregoing, 
at the recommendation of the Committee on the 


| Judiciary, by inserting a paragraph to defray the 
; expenses of digestin. 


i g and printing the laws of the 
Territory, £3,000. $ 

Mr. HARDIN did not see that any necessity 
existed for the General Government digesting and 


printing the local laws of any Territory, which 


! could not be voluminous enough to require it. He 


hoped that no new items of expenditure would be 


| inserted, but that the appropriation would be made 


only in reference to offices previously established 
by law. 
Mr. BELL said he made the recommendation 


| by desire of the committee, in consequence of a 
i memorial to that effect from the Legislative Coun- 


cH, He could not agree that the principle alluded 


| to was established, although he desired that it 
| should, believing it to be a bad course of legisla- 


tion, but the practice was well known to have pre- 
vailed in consequence of peculiar circumstances, 
which generally led to it, and which seemed almost 
impossible to avoid. 

Mr. SEVIER maintained that the principle of 
inserting this amendment was as justifiable as 
others which found their way into the bill. 

p” motion of Mr. BeLL was agreed to, 73 to 


Mr. BRIGGS, at the request of the Delegate 
from Florida, who was not now present, moved to 
strike out 11,300, as the appropriation for the 


: Governor, judges, &c., of the Territory of Florida, 


and to insert $13,000. Rejected. 
Mr. BRIGGS moved one or two other slight 


| amendments, which were adopted. 


Mr.SELDEN moved an amendment proposing 
a limitation to the fees of the district attorneys, 
by preventing them from dividing their actions 
against individuals. 

Mr. POLK opposed the motion; and after some 


: remarks from Messrs. McK AY, FILLMORE, 
| PARKER, WAYNE, BRIGGS, and BEARDS- 


LEY, 

Mr. LANE moved to amend the amendment, 
by providing that the district attorney shall em- 
brace in the same suit, the several demands which 
he may havein his hands for prosecution against 
an individual at any one time. 

Mr. SELDEN spoke against the motion to 
amend the amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee 
rise, Ayes 91, noes not counted, 

aas committee then roseand reported progress; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

The House adjourned - 


SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1834. 


Vou. L.i No. 235 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespar, April 30, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States, upon executive business, by 
Mr. Dowexson, his Private Secretary. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- |; 


nance, reported a bill from the Fouse of Repre- 

sentatives, making appropriations for the War 

Department, without amendment. On his motion, 

the bill was recommitted to the same committee. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of Hallowell, Maine, in favor of the res- 
toration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States, and praying a recharter of that institution. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said, that these memorialists 
complain of the prevalence of deep distress in their 
community, owing to the belligerent attitude 
assumed by the President of the United States 

` towards the bank, as developed in the recent meas- 
ures of Government; and they protest against it, 
and say, that the power over the Treasury, which 
the Executive has claimed in the protest, rightfully 
belongs to the Congress of the United States. He 
knew that it was said by somethat the supplement 
had retracted the claim set up in the protest, but, 
Mr. S. said, he believed- it was only ambiguous, 
and left the claim of power just where it was, and 
where it might be put forth in all its rigor, or dis- 
claimed according to circumstances. He says all 
the officers of Government are his officers, are 
executive officers, and under the control of the 
Executive; antl in the supplement he says he don’t 
mean to control the money, but he is accountable 
for the conduct of the officers, and, therefore, he has 
` the possession and custody of the public money. 
He says, Congress may designate the place where 
the money is to be kept, but that he is the keeper 
of the key. These petitioners are citizens of the 
most Democratic county in the State of Maine, 
and they-speak with but one voice. They have 
not yet had their entire fields swept over by the 
dark and bitter waters of Jacksonism, but they say 
they wish this experiment put an end to, lest this 
confiding and generous, yet brave people, may be 
driven to despair. ; 

Mr. SHEPLEY said, it was not his desire to 
enter into this question upon the presentation ‘of 
memorials; but as some remarks had been made 
in relation to his State, which seemed to call fora 
remark, he would say a word or two. His col- 
league had said that but one voice proceeded from 
Kennebeck. True; and if that one voice was the 
memorials presented here, there was but one voice 
from Maine. ‘Those persons who believe the con- 
duct and measures of the Administration to be cor- 
rect, never take the trouble to present memorials or 
resolutions. The State of Maine now gives more 
than 70,000 votes; and a short time ago it gave 
60,000; and yet, here are evidences of opinion 
from Maine, notwithstanding resolutions appro- 
batory of the conduct of the whole Administration 
passed one branch of the Legislature by a vote of 
119 to 53, and 22 to Qin the other branch. These 
are, to be sure, the only exhibitions of public senti- 
menton that side. The Stateof Maine rests on her 
own quiet dignity; her people feel that her Legis- 
lature has expressed their opinions, and that they 
have not been done by disorderly, tumultuous 
expressions of public, meetings. She is willing 
that they shall be heard, but constitutionally heard, 
through the ballot boxes. And what was this 
public expression, so much relied on? All this 
show was some 2,600, out of 60,000 or 70,000, and 
yet we hear intimations thrown outas if there was 
some great expression of opinion from Maine, 
which would induce a belief that the expression 
of the Legislature was not rightful. 

Mr. S. presented these views only to show, not 
what might at some future day be her opinions, 
for he pretended not to pronounce what they might 
be in future times, but what they were now. It 
was sufficient for him to look at the expressions 
of opinions as they were, and as they were ex- 


23 


pressed in the legitimate mode. But he understood 
| that there was anew mode of electioneering adopt- 


ed—new here, at least; and he, for one, would 


| not have believed that this assembly would have 
| been so occupied for five months past. Nota 


petition had been presented, but it was accom- 
panied by some remarks of an electioneering ten- 
dency, and so avowed. Whether the people will 
think the Senate so constituted are conforming to 
their duty, they will judge. Mr. S. supposed this 
body was designed for different. purposes. It 
seemed now that reason was no longer to be oper- 
ated on, but excitement, appedls to the passions 
and prejudices of the people, and intimations of 
some strange events about to occur, was the order 
of theday. This was the new mode of election- 
eering; and the whole system was to bea new 
one—all for good, no doubt; and it was not more 
true that it was a new system than that new names 
were devised, and new systems applicable to par- 
ticular districts of the country. Mr. S. said, he 
could not perceive that Kennebeck was especially 
distinguished by marks of Democracy; and if she 
was entitled to that appellation, in any other sense 
than in the sense of the new name which had been 
given her, he differed in opinion ag to the justness 
of it. But this was not the time for investigating 
the paper which was the subject of so much re- 
mark. He hoped a fair, full, and deliberate inves- 
tigation would be given to it; but until the paper 
should be received, he would withhold any com- 
ments he had to make. 

The memorial was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SMITH presented a memorial, signed by 
about 300 inhabitants of Coventry, Connecticut, 


| praying that Congress would make an appropria- 


tion to erect a monument to the memory of Cap- 
tain Nathan Hale, of the revolutionary army, 


who was despatched by General Washington on |! 


secret service, to the British camp, and after having 


' successfully performed the objects of his mission, 


was arrested on his return, tried, condemned, and 
executed as a spy. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on |; “°° a i 
| giving a rightof way at Harper 


Military Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Theodo- 
rick B. Rice; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOO RE presented the petition of William 
Walker and others; which was referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. KENT presented’ a memorial of sundry 
citizens of Baltimore in support of the establish- 
ment of the warehouse system; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NAUDAIN presented the petition of Boyd 
Reilly, stating that he had invented and patented 
an improvement in the use of vapor baths, which 


he conceived would be important to the army and || 


navy, and desiring Congress to purchase a right. 


| Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the 
Right Reverend Bishop Rosati, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, and others, praying to be released from the 
payment of duties, amounting to upwards of $600, 
which accrued on a set of bells imported trom 
Havre, in France, for the Roman Catholic Cathe- 
dral in St. Louis. 


i Finance. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Colonel 


A. R. Woolley, praying an appropriation to cover || 
| a sum due him for pay and emoluments while set- 


tling his accounts, and which sum is not included 
in any appropriation yet made. Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution in refer- 
ence to public lands, as affecting Galena, Illinois. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported unfavorably upon the petition of Benja- 
min S. Polk; which report, on motion of Mr. 
MOORE, was laid upon the table. 


Referred to the Committee on || i € 
| resolution submitted by Mr. Maropis: 


t 


„Mr. MeKEAN, from the Committee on Pen-. 
sions, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of James McFarland. : 
Agreed to. ; i : 

Mr WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition ‘of 
Samuel Hardesty. The report was ordered to be 
printed. ‘ 

_Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill in favor of David Beard; 
which: was read, and the report ordered to be 
printed. i 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committeeon Claims, 
reported a bill from the House of Representatives, 
for the relief of Francoise Suzone, without amend- 
ment. . 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration: 
of the special order, being Mr. Brss’s amendment 
to Mr. Pornpexter’s resolutions with regard to: 
the President’s protest, ; 

Mr. CLAY spoke at length ‘in 
resolutions, when | f dh 

Mr. WRIGHT obtained the floor, and, upon 
his motion, . DERE 

The Senate adjourned. 


favor of the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epxEsDay, April 30, 1834. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS obtained leave to notify to 
the House, that on to-morrow he would ask leave’ 
to present a bill to restrict the Corporations of 
Alexandria, Georgetown, and Washington, from’ 
saing notes of a less denomination than ten ‘dol- 
ars. 

Mr. WAYNE reported a bill for the relief of 
Alexander Scott, and : f 

Mr. PARKER, a bill for the relief of James. 
Tucker and John Judge; which bills were réad- 
twice and committed. weet 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON reported, from. the 
Committee on Military Affairs, a joint resolution,’ : 

s Ferry to the 
railroad company, through lands the property of 
the United States; and a report in relation thereto ;, 
which, on his motion, was ordered to be printed. 


; The joint resolution, by the'rule, lies on the table 


one day for consiferation. : Rs 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, reported a bill fut- + 
ther to amend the judiciary system of the United 
States; which was read twice, committed, and 
ordered to be printed. ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas McClelland; 
which was read twice and committed. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS reported a bill to equalize 
the representation from the Territory of Florida; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the consider- 
ation postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey, obtained leave 
to submitt the following resolution: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Çam- 
den, by way of Amboy, to New York. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deposite the public moneysof the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, a9 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 


| safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 


the same. 
Together with the substitute offered by Mr. 
Corwin, of Ohio, declaring that the reasons of- 


ifered by the Secretary for the removal of the 


public deposites from the United States Bank are 
insuficient and unsatisfactory. 


Mr. McKENNAN résamed,and spoke at length 
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jn favor of the amendment submitted by Mr. 
Corwin. . 

Mr. GALBRAITH then obtained the floor, but 
was obliged to postpone his remarks. 

_ The SPEAKER presented various accounts 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury. 

The military commutation bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. - . ; 

“The motion submitted by Mr. Mercer, in rela- 
tion to the Potomac bridge, was agreed to. 

The House then, on motion. of Mr. POLK, 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Hussard in the 
chair.) 

-On motion of Mr. C. P. WHITE, the bill to 
regulate the valye of foreign coins was taken up 
and considered. oe: 


On motion of Mr. WAYNE, the bill to extend 
the time allowed to discharge the duties of the 
commissioners employed to carry into effect the 
convention with France being taken up and read— 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he had heard no good 
reason why this time should be extended to this 
board of commissioners. He must, therefore, 
oppose it. 

Mr. ARCHER suggested to the honorable mem- 
ber that this opposition should be postponed until 
the bill was before the House. 

It was then laid aside, and ordered to be reported 
to the House. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill to extend 
the time to carry into effect the convention with 
the King of the Two Sicilies, was also taken up 
and considered. 


The consideration of the appropriation bill was 
then resumed. i 

The amendment proposed by Mr. SeLDen, to 
restrict the district attorneys of the United States 
from bringing separate actions on custom-house 
bonds, and to compel them to consolidate them, 
to prevent, unnecessary expenses thereon, being 


pending : 

Mr. DICKERSON submitted an amendmentin 
lieu thereof, in substance to provide that no money 
shall be paid as costs to the district attorneys, 
unless the courts shall certify that the costs were 
justly due. - : 

Mr. SELDEN entered into an. explanation, to 
show thatthis would not fully meet the evils which 
he wished to remedy. : 

Mr. S. said his proposition was, that no more 
costs should be paid to the district attorney than 
if they had consolidated all the claims which could 
be consolidated. This threw the burden of proof 
upon the attorneys. He did not charge the attor- 
ney of the southern district of New York with any 
improper conduct. He presumed he had followed 
the example set him by his predecessors in office. 
In Philadelphia he knew of a case in which seven 
hundred indictments were prosecuted on seven 
hundred chests of tea improperly taken from the 
custom-house. Other abuses of the same kind 
were practised under the present law. 

Mr. WAYNE said, the gentleman from New 
York seemed to go upon the ground that there 
were abuses to be corrected. If the gentleman 
would suspend his measure, he would pledge him- 
self that the subject should be properly investi- 
gated by the Judiciary or some other committee, 
and proper means resorted to, to correct any exist- 
ing abuses. For reasons which he referred to, he 
considered the appropriation bill as an improper 
place for introducing the measure. 

Mr. GILLET opposed the amendment, and 
stated that the bill did not make any pravision for 
costs in civil suits, and the amendment would, 
therefore, be inapplicable and inoperative. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON advocated the amend- 
ment. If the amendment passed, no matter 
whether the bill provided for costs in civil suits or 
not, no Solicitor of the Treasury would pay costs 
except in cases where it appeared that the suits 
were properly brought, being joined in one action, 
where they could legally and properly be joined. 

Mr. DICKERSON did not think, he said, that 
an appropriation bill afforded a proper occasion 
for regulating the mode of conducting suits, but 
he was willing to carry into effect the laws as they 
exist. He would remind the attorneys and the 
courts that it was their duty to see that suits were 
properly brought. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said this was a very proper 
subject to be sent to a committee for inquiry as to 
the existence of abuses and the means of correct- 
ing them. Buthe did not think the proposition 


of his colleague would remedy the evil, even if it 
| could be 


properly introduced in an appropriation 
bill. : 

Messrs. HORACE EVERETT, SELDEN, 
CAMBRELENG, GILLET, BURGES, and 


i TURRILL, made some remarks upon the ques- 


tion; after which the amendments to the amend- 
ment were rejected; and the question being taken 
on the original amendment proposed by Mr. SEL- 
DEN, it appeared that.a quorum had not voted. 
Mr. ADAMS, of. Massachusetts, suggested to 


i the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Se_pen,] the 
expediency of bringing the subject of his amend- 


ment before the Judiciary Committee, with a view 
to its permanent settlement. 

The question being again taken, the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. McK AY stated that he should, in the House, 
move an amendment restricting the appropriations 
for the courts of the United States, in the Territo- 
ries, to cases arising under the laws of the United 
States. The estimate of the expenses for the courts 
intheTerritory of Florida, for the year, was $27,000, 
more than was expended in twelve of the sover- 
eign States of this Union. . This happened from 
the fact that the money was expended upon the 
cases arising under the local laws of the Territory. 
His amendment would also apply to the courts in 
the District of ‘Columbia, where $42,000 were, 
according to the estimates, to be expended this 
year, more than was expended in the fifteen or 
sixteen States of the Union. It was high time, 
he said, that this monstrous abuse should be cor- 
rected. 

Mr. VANCE moved to strike out the following 
clause: 

For the salaries of registers and receivers of 


| land offices where there are no sales, $3,500. 


After a few words from Messrs. POLK, Mc- 
KAY, VANCE, and BURGES, the motion was 
put and rejected. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to amend the bill, by in- 
serting the following: 

For surveying the lands in the southwestern 
part of Missouri, lately purchased from the Cataw- 
ba tribe of Indians, $20,000. 

Mr. FOOT objected, and said, as sixty thousand 
dollars was already proposed to be given for the 
surveying of public lands, in addition to the unex- 
pended balance of former appropriations, he would 
move to strike out the words ‘in addition to,” 
and insert ‘ including,’ so as to put limits to the 
amount to be granted for this purpose. 

Mr. ASHLEY sustained his amendment; which 
was finally agreed to. _ 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, opposed the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Foor, as, he said, if it was 
adopted, it would press more severely on the Ter- 


ritory which he had the honor to represent, than į 


any other. The acquisitions made from the In- 
dians recently, which required to be surveyed, 
made it necessary, from a due regard to the in- 
terest of the United States. 

Mr. POLK explained the amount of unexpend- 
ed balances on hand. After which, 

Mr. FOOT consented to withdraw his amend- 
ment, ; 

The following items were then severally agreed 
to: 
For surveying the public lands, in addition to 


the unexpended balance of former appropriations, || 


sixty thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of two keepers of the public 
archives in Florida, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the recorder, two commis- 
sioners, and translator for the final adjustment of 
private land claims in Missouri, per act of ninth 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, including 
an unexpended balance of former appropriations of 
eight hundred and ninety-two dollars and seventy- 
two cents, the sum of five thousand one hundred 
and seven dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

For contingent expenses and office rent of said 
board, five hundred dollars, 

For contingent expenses of said board, for 
eighteen hundred and thirty-four, including com- 
pensation to the agent employed to convey the an- 


nual report of the board to-the seat of Government, 


including also expenses incurred by commissioners 
in taking testimony, and for payment of balance 
of claims admitted in due course of settlement at 


i the Treasury, one thousand nine hundred and 


thirty-eight dollars and sixty-two cents. 

For stationery.and books for the offices of com- 
missioners of loans, one thousand two hundred 
dollars. x 

For registers of ships and vessels, and lists of 
crews, two thousand three hundred dollars. 

Mr. McKAY inquired why the amount for mis- 
cellaneous claims should be increased to 20,000 
dollars ? 

Mr. POLK moved to reduce the amount to 
12,000 dollars. Agreed to. . 

For the salaries of the Ministers of the United 
Statesto Great Britain, France, Spain, and Russia, 


‘36,000 dollars, 


Mr. FOOT moved to strike out ‘* Great Britain 
and Russia,” and to reduce the amount to 18,000 
dollars. i 

Mr. F. said, as an appropriation of this nature 
had been made last year for ambassadors to those 
courts, where there had been no ambassadors, the 
amount ought to be at presentin the Treasury, and 
was therefore unnecessary. 

Mr. ARCHER said thé statement was incorrect; 
that although the appropriations were made, they 
had been exhausted for the objects which they 
were intended. He presented an account of the 
expenditures out of these appropriations for chargé 
d’affaires, and other expenses of these courts. 

Mr. FOOT inquired by what authority a spe- 
cific appropriation was applied to other objects by 
the department, from one object to another. 

Mr. ARCHER considered that the appropria- 
tions were made to the ministers to foreign coun- 
tries, whether going there as ambassadors, chargé 
d’affaires, or other designation. 

Mr. FOOT remarked that there was a distinc- 
tion kept up in the bill, by which sepgrate appro- 
priations for all the grades employed——* 

Mr. ARCHER meant to say that there was no 
power in the House to dictate to the President what 
grade of ministers he should send to foreign courts, 
He maintained that the appropriations having been 
employed, as he had shown them to be, was not 
an Improper transfer of money appropriated from 
one object to another. i 

After some remarks from Mr. WAYNE, 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS condemned the practice of 
sending ministers abroad for a short period, to re- 
ceive the salary and outfit of a whole year, as well 
as that of substituting chargés, or other minor 
grades, to do the daties of the higher grades, as 
leading to much expense, and lessening the im- 
portance of the country in the eyes of foreigners, 
He would vote for the amendment proposed by 
the honorable member from Connecticut, ashe did 
not know there would be any minister appointed 
to Great Britain, at least until a nomination was 
made, otherwise he feared it would be only en- 
couraging the practice of making such appoint- 
ments during the recess. With respect to the 
Court of Russia, he doubted whether it was neces- 
sary to have a minister there. 

Mr. DAVIS, of South Carolina, seconded the 
proposition to strike out, on the ground that, by 
the Constitution, until the officers were appointed, 
by and with the consent of the Senate, they were 
not authorized to make the appropriation. He 
was opposed to the whole’diplomatic system of 
the Government, on the ground of economy, and 
asked what object was there in sending ministers 
to England, whilst there wag no business to be 
transacted there which could not be as well done 
by consuls? These officials, he contended at 
length, would suffice for allthe purposes of com- 
merce, and in a well regulated republic there 
should not be any other want. 

Mr. ARCHER replied to the arguments of the 
members who preceded him, and maintained that 


| there was no misapplication of the sums appropri- 


ated, or any violation of the-usage heretofore ob- 
served. The House had no constitutional power 
to interfere with the Executive. He was surprised 
at the doubt expressed by the honorable member 
from Massachusetts, from him who had himself 
represented his country at this very court, with 
so much ability, that there was any necessity fora 
minister there. Was it not become the first, the 
roost powerful court in the world? Was it not 
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our most constant and most steady friend for years 
past? Ele rather thought Government were to be 
censured for not havinga minister thereatall times; 
and the honorable member was the last person from 
whom he expected to hear such a declaration. He 
was authorized, in answer to the ideas thrown out 
that there was no appointment to be made this ses- 
sion, to state explicitly, that it was the intention of 
the President to nominate to these courts, during 
the present session, unless, in the mean time, cir- 
cumstances should occur, which, in his judgment, 
should render it unnecessary. : 

Mr. WAYNE maintained that the present prac- 
tice was not different from that which had been 
whilst the gentleman from Massachusetts was 
connected with the Government. If it was at all 
different, then he would admit he had some reason 
for his complaints. But the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts ought to have known the salaries were 
paid in proportion to the time the persons are em- 
ployed abroad and returning back to this country. 
Although it had occurred that a large sum was 
paid for the Russian mission, in the case of Mr. 
Randolph, yet as that arose from his indisposition 
or misfortune, which could not be averted, it might 
occur to any Administration. They were not, 
therefore, censurable. He referred to the various 
nominations made to England, and the circum- 
stances connected with the recall of Mr. Van Buren 
by the Senate, as having added to the expenditure, 
but not reflecting on the Executive, or warranting 
this to be made to him a matter of insinuation or 
reproach. : 

Mr. POLK briefly remarked that the appropria- 
tions now made were of the usual character, and 
upon estimates prepared by the department, which 
was the usual way in which the Executive inten- 
tion of making these appointments was known to 
Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS rejoined, and said that as far as his 
vote was concerned, he would support the rights 
vested in him as a representative, by withholding 
the appropriations to all nominations not filled up, 
as he contended, according to the Constitution, and 
thus say to the President, you shall comply with 
its provisions. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to make some explanation, 
but gave way to 

Mr. MERCER, who said, as this amendment 
was not to be disposed of lightly, and it was then 
close upon six o’clock, he would move that the 
committee rise. 

The motion prevailed. 

Thereupon, the committee rose. 


The bills laid aside early in the day, were | 


reported to the House, with the progress in the 
appropriation bill; after which, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, May 1, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Donexson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. MeKEAN presented the memorial of two 
hundred and sixteen inhabitants of the town of 
MNon, and county of Northumberland, Pennsyl- 
vania; 

The memorial of between twelve and thirteen 
hundred inhabitants of Susquehanna county, Penn- 
sylvania; 

-7 And the memorial of about sixteen hundred cit- 
izens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania; 

#Praying a restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and a recharter of that 
institution. 

The memorials were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McK EAN presented the proceedings of a 
Jackson and Wolf meeting of a large number of 
the inhabitants of Northampton county, Pennsyl- 
vania, approving of the course of the Executive in 
removing the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, and opposed to the recharter of said 
bank. 

The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. CLAY presented a memorial signed by cit- 
izensof Bald Eagletownship, Centrecounty, Penn- 
sylvania, in favor of the restoration of the depos- 
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ites to the Bank of the United States; which was- 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of citizens of Baltimore, in opposition to 
some of the doctrines of the protest of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the resolutions of the 
Senate with regard to the removal of the depos- 
ites. 

Mr. CHAMBERS rose and said, he was re- | 
quested by the'officers of a large public meeting, 
just held by the Whigs of Baltimore, to present its 
proceedings to the Senate. The meeting was held 
m consequence of the invitation of the President in 
his appeal to the people. They had maturely con- 
sidered it, and passed sentence upon the various 
questions which were the subject-matter of it, and 
now here it was in the shape of a special verdict, 
in which the people of Baltimore have set forth 
their opinions. The gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Groxpy] might suppose that thisallusion to 
Whig principles implied the opposite of it in his 
party, and that this coverlet or blanket was not 
broad enough to include us all, but, at all events, 
they were so weil satisfied with this covering, that 
they did not mean to be disrobed of it. Mr. ©. 
then commented at large on the President’s pro- 
test, condemning the doctrines contained in it. He 
alluded to the Panama mission, and the opinions 
communicated to the Senate by Mr. Adams, when 
President, of his powerto send a minister therein 
the recess, and that gentlemen who now sustained 
the Administration condemned those opinions, 

Mr. C. concluded by moving that the proceed- 
ings be read, and take the usual reference.. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he had carefully abstained | 
from saying anything in the discussions upon these 
memorials. 
and he was inclined to leave them to the expression 
of their own sentiments in their own timeand way. 
He was now called up for sentiments delivered on 
anéther occasion, and he regretted to find his opin- 
ions questioned on the presentation of a bank me- 
morial. Between himself and the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Cramsers] the same feeling 
existed as among all other citizens. We were all 
patriots and Whigs—and all admitted it. But this 
new name the gentleman was pressing asif it was 
of some service to him; and he referred to the 
Panama mission, and says that the opponents of 
executive usurpation are Whigs. But was the 


gentteman from Maryland a Whig then—was he | 
of the party then for which he now claims this ! 


name? Mr. G. ventured to say that the gentleman 
then voted for this very power, which was then 
claimed by the Executive, and about to be exer- 
cised.. Well, if those who support it now are not 
as good as their opponents, he could say that the 
gentleman had improved in his whigism. And 
whether this was owing to a change in his con- 
dition, was matter for his own consideration. But | 
a word in regard to the difference of position 
which they now occupied. Whathad Mr. Adams 
doneat that time? Nothing but to give his opin- 
ion thathe had a right to send such a mission, and 
therefore he submitted the subject to Congress. 
The Senate then took it up, asit was their duty to | 
do, and pronounced their opinion. But was Mr. 
Adams charged with a violation of the Constitu- 
tion and Jaws of the country? No; the Senate only 
differed with him in opinion in regard to the power 
which he intimated he possessed. Now, the Presi- 
dent was directly.charged with a violation of the 
Constitution and laws. Here was something 
clear, positive, palpable, and tangible. In the other 
instance there was nothing but an error in judg- 
ment imputed. ` 

Mr. G. had no objection whatever that thegen- | 
tleman from Maryland should call his friends | 
Whigs. All he (Mr. G.) contended against was | 


the assumption that they were the exclusive Whigs; |; 


for they were not deserving of the tide. Jf the | 
name was significant of the old tenets upon politics, | 
Mr. G. hoped that the Whigs would include nine- 
ty-nine hundredths of the people. Whigs they 
were; but there was no class exclusively so. Mr. 
G. admitted that among the friends of the Admin- 
istration there were a great variety of opinions on 
various subjects, but that fact only showed that 
they did not yield their opinions to the opinions or 
will ofone man. We (the friends of the Admin- | 
istration). stood, in our humble judgment, on the i 


His constituents had sent none here, |! 


‘| himself. 


principles which were upheld in ’99, and which 
were carried down to the present day. And be- 
i tween the gentleman from Maryland and himself, 
Mr. G. said there was not so much difference after.” 
iall. Here was a cover under which we could both 
get, and, therefore, in regard to their whigism there 
was not so much difference as the gentleman 
thought. Mr. G. believed they were Whigs, and: 
| we were Whigs; but he hoped the gentleman would 
not throw the correlative of the term on him, for 
he thought he did not deserve it; and if the gentle- 
| man would be willing to let us all go on.as Whigs 
|| no inconvenience would result from it. But when 
he excludes us, who are as true Whigs as any, 
then we feel an insurrectionary spirit, and we are 
not quite satisfied with the treatment. These citi- 
zens of Baltimore, then, have taken the name or 
I| Whigs, and there are none more deserving of it. 
But when they get a new name—and they makea 
great boast of it—it seemed like claiming what they 
never had before. Now, they were Whigs. long 
before this new assumption of the: name.. They 
were Whigs in the Revolution, and also in thelast 
war; and the citizens of Baltimore were not doing 
themselves justice to claim just now what they 
had borne for the last half century, and it was not 
right for their friends to put this garment on them. 
as if it were new, when it is an old one, and Jong 
worn. by them, and is none the worse for.wear. 
He therefore objected to the friends of the Whigs; 
of Baltimore putting this mantle on as for thefirst. — 
time, for they had it before. It was no new inven- 
tion, or new thing. Pere ey 
But, sir, wego undera name, anda good old one, 
too, which distinguished us from all others.. ln 
the struggle between the elder Adams and Mr. 
| Jefferson, the friends of Mr. Jefferson were called 
democrats, and the friends of Mr. Adams aristo- 
| crats, by way of derision; and the name of repub- 
ilican was assumed. This was significant as to the 
| powers of the General Government and its differ- 
‘ent branches. Now, this term Whig will not do 
| as a designation of party, because it includes & ma- 
| jority of all parties.. Gentlemen have found out 
| that the term National Republican will not answer 
ii their purpose, because it cannot be spread broad 
| enough to embrace a majority. The Whigs would 
| cover everybody; and therefore Mr. G. wanted 
i the gentleman to find some mame that would do. 
i National Republican would not cover the South; 
i: it would not cross the Potomac. You might build 
| your contemplated fine bridge across that ‘river, 
‘and still it would: not cross it for the South; not 
even so far as Virginia or North Carolina; and as 

i to South Carolina, it could not get within. sight of 
iit. South Carolina was fond of a name which she 
would not swap for it, because these Nullifiers of 
the South wanted to establish theirown principles. 
Well, the time was when they could not-get oat of — 
the limits of South Carolina with them; and they 
were quite pentup there. But they seem to have 
expanded since. Mr. G. said he had not read, 
but he had beard much talk of the nullifying gen- 
i tlemen lately visiting north of this place; and they 
were taken to the bosom by men who, twelve 
months ago, were ready to denounce them as trai- 
tors. In Philadelphia, too, these gentlemen: were 
received notonly with impunity, but with applause. 
This only showed how changeable we are,and he 
could not say how it might all be six months hence, 
for if fifteen thousand men in Baltimore twelve 
months ago considered that almost treason which 
they were now hugging to their bosoms as patriot- 
ism, we did not know what it might be twelve 
months hence. They had given us their opinions 
to-day, and by that time they might change them, 
and therefore he could not calculate where they 
might be found hereafter. Now, he took no ex- 
i ception whatever to all this, and yesterday, ofthe 
| day preceding, when the gentleman from Ken- 
itucky [Mr. Cray] was lecturing Governor Wolf 
about changing bis opinions, it was saying nothing 
more than what was applicable to the gentleman 
Governor Wolf was formerly in favor 
of the bank, and now he was against it, no doubt 
| from the most honest convictions; the Senator 
| himself had changed his own opinion on the same 
| Subject; therefore no censure could attach to gen- 
tlemen for entertaining one opinion to-day, and, on 
further consideration, changing it, and acting on 
| it. So, some of the citizens of Baltimore were 
l once friends of the President; they had now 


356 : 


changed, but might they not come back? Mr.G. 
didhotthink it strange that there should be changes 
i laige cities. 
ra they fad been told that the President was the 
cause Of it; but when they examined this matter, || 
they might find out that the cause of it was of a 
very different nature. Mr. G. thought the answer 
of the gentleman from Kentucky to his speech was 
sufficient, and yet the gentleman from Maryland 
comes in and adds a new codicil to the will, and 
the codicil (a thing that is very uncommon) is |; 
longer than the will itself. Mr. G. said, he did 
not like personal remarks. He knew himself to 
be weak; vulnerable, and very imperfect, and | 
therefore he did not like to be assailed. . 
Mr. CHAMBERS inquired what he had said 
which had grieved the honorable member ? 
. Mr. GRUNDY replied, that he had not been 
grieved at anything the honorable member had 
said. The burden he had imposed on him was 
light, and easy to be borne. But what he said in 
his speech had been answered, and he took excep- 
tion to having it answered over again, But he. 
would add nothing more upon these memorials; 
but if they came from his State, he would endeavor 


todo them justice. These memorialists had taken || 


up a subject, and decided that, in the absence of 
all legislative purposes, where there is no design, 
avowed or implied, of legislative action, either 
House of Congress has a right to take up the con- 
duct of any individual, discuss it, and decide upon 
it. Lf we should adopt this course, we would have 
but little time for legitimate legislation. We 
should try the President, and condemn him, and 
then the Secretary of State, and then take up Gov- 
ernor Wolf, if you please, and decide on him; and 
so go on and decide upon all other officers in the 
Government against whom we may entertain pre- 
judices. ‘Phen we should take up the Governor 
of South Carolina, and Mr. G. thought he would 
be in a very bad way; he would probably be hung 
by the sentence of this body. We should then 
proceed to examine all the public men in the coun- 
try. Well, this might allbe right, but he thought 
we should not have full time to make all these ex- 
aminations. Ee thought we came here to make 
lds, and provide for the public good and general 
welfare; but if we were to give opinions onall the 
public men in the country—it might be a more 
pleasant employment, and perhaps, inthe opinions 
of some gentlemen, redound more to the good of 
mankind to censure public men, than make laws— 
we should do little else. He would not, there- 
fore, subscribe to the doctrine thatiwe have a right 
merely to express an opinion, and especially for 
the Senate, because we are the ultimate triers of | 
all officers of the General Government; and if we 
have a right, beforehand, to enter judgment, im- į 
peachment is a mere matter of form. He could; 
not, therefore, concur in the sentiments expressed | 
by the citizens of Baltimore. 

Mr. CHAMBERS here expatiated at some | 


length upon the cognomen of Whig, adopted by |! 


the parties in opposition to the Administration. 
Mr. GRUNDY replied that he yielded to the 
gentleman from Maryland-entirely, as a soldier of 
age and experience, for he would not enter the 
ranks with him. But the gentleman said that he 
(Mr. G.) had entered into the ranks of the Jack- 
son party, and must soon leave the name; for 
Jackson must die, and with that event the name. 


Bat (Mr. G. remarked) the Jefferson party did not |; 


expire with his administration or his life. It has | 


grown up since into three or four parties. Were Hi 


there not three or four Jefferson dinners given | 
lately? He (Mr G.) was invited to one of them 
in Philadelphia, although he did not go,and what 
was perhaps worse, neglected to send an apology. 
But the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Preston] was there; and the gentleman near me i 
. [Mr. Forsyru] was at another of them, the one 
to. which he (Mr. G.) had been invited; so that 
he did not know how it might be at the death of | 
General Jackson. Now, he (Mr. G.) would say | 
no more on this occasion—the gentleman from 
Maryland did not understand him, and he could 
not make him understand him. Thesememorial- | 
ists were Whigs, and Mr. G. would not deny it. | 
But good things were not made exclusively for 
` any set of men, they were made for all mankind. |: 
-And when a man was making a monopoly of a j| 
good thing, he did not think he was doing right. || 


| 


ban 


So, if one man, or party of men, shall, by force, 
appropriate the whole territory of a nation to him- 
setr or themselves, and refuse the rights of appro- 


belongs to all friends of their country in common. 
The term Christian includes a variety of religious 
sects; yet, if one sect should set themselves up 
and say that we-alone are Christians, would it not 


| look like crowding the others out? In the same 
| sense Mr. G. understood the term Whig; and let 
“us all stand together as Whigs, and let our partic- 


ular or peculiar political tenets be judged of -by 
our country. : 

Mr. CLAY said the gentleman from Tennessee 
had alluded to the change of his opinions in favor 
of the bank. That change was made upon the 
most mature deliberation and conviction of the 
necessity of a bank, and he was willing to leave 
it to posterity to judge of the sufficiency of his 
reasons for changing. He was opposed to the 
bank in 1811, and in 1816, the experience of the 
war resulted in the establishment of the present 
Whig bank. No public man had a right to change 
. but upon long deliberation and good reason, but 


| Governor Woif had changed in three days, and 


without any alteration in the state of the case. 
Mr.GRUNDY replied that he had no doubt of 
the sincere honesty which produced the change in 
the gentleman from Kentucky in reference to the 
A and he need not look to posterity todo him 
justice. Some of his political adversaries already 
did him justice, more than others would do Gen- 
eral Jackson, if he were brought before us for an 
infraction of the Constitution and laws. Governor 
Wolf wasconvinced of the propriety of his course. 
Iie had no acquaintance with GovernorWolf. He 


| had heard the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 


McKean] say he had acted with him in Congress 
for six years; he was the Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth while Governor Wolf was the Chief 
Magistrate of Pennsylvania; and that he wasa 
man of great firmness and decision. Ft didnot 
always depend on time whether a man should 
change his opinions or not, but upon surrounding 
circumstances. A state of things might exist which 
would teach hisjudgmentthe necessity of changing. 
But it was said that he (Mr. G.) had delivered a 
speech in favor of nullification. He did not know 
how that was, but if he did, he had been severely 
punished for it, and if he had now abandoned it, 
he stuck closely to State rights. He had been 
pressed so hard upon nullification, that he found 
it dangerous ground to stand on, and he had just 
moved a little off to the State-rights ground. But 
he repented sincerely, and the citizens of Ten- 
nessee generously and magnanimously forgave 
him for the temporary dereliction, if indeed he was 
guilty of any. And now, he was not willing to 
call the Nuliifiers traitors, because they loved their 
country. But this Whig bank of 1816—Mr. G. 
said it was the first time in all his life that he had 
heard a bank called a Whig. Now, what were 


the principles of the Whigs of the time of Charles. 
H, when it was said the party originated? Why | 


they were against royal prerogative and against 
corporate rights of every kind. Andif we were 


| in favor of prerogative we were not in favor of great 


moneyed monopolies. If we have prerogative on 
one side they have monopolies on the other. 

Mr. McKEAN thought these untimely desultory 
discussions had at least produced one beneficial 
result. It had, on this occasion, taught us that, 
wien we were laying snares for our neighbors, 
how liable we were to get caught ourselves. The 
two honorable Senators from Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee [Mesars. Cr ay and Grunpy] had succeeded 


j admirably in fixing on each other the charge of 


inconsisiency, ifan honest change of opinion could 
thus be characterized. This had grown out of the 
introduction of the name of Governor Wolf into 


fixed on him, he might then consent to be asso- 


the connection, But it. seemed now that the de- 
gree of consistency was to be estimated by the 


priation to others, 1t would be wrong. Now, Whig |} ee 
| denied that there was any positive proof that Gov- 


the debates upon the presentation of memorials. |! 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky seemed to || 
think, if a certain degree of inconsistency could be i| 


ciated with Governor Wolf. After what has been | 


ernor Wolf had changed. He, however, did not 
pretend to doubt that Governor Wolf’s opinions 


| of the present bank had undergone some change. 


Put he (Mr. McK.) had stated on a former occa- 
sion as a matter of hisown knowledge, and would 
now repeat, that Governor Wolf’s opinion as to 
the utility and necessity of a national bank had 
not changed. His principal object, however, in 
rising, (Mr. McK. said,) was to take notice of an 
assertion made theother day by the Senator from 
Kentucky, and which he had in substance repeated 
to-day, viz: that he [Mr. Cray] could prove in a 
court of justice that Governor Wolf, three days 
prior to the 26th of February last, promised to 
send a message to the Legislature of a directly 
opposite character to that which he communicated 
on thatday. He did not doubt that the Senator 
had been so informed; therefore, what he intended 
to say could not be considered as alluding person- 
ally to the honorable gentleman, and it was not 
probable the gentleman would have an opportu- 
nity of adducing his proof in a court of justice: he 
would put the question directly at issue, and would 
now assert that he questioned the veracity of ahy 
man who would make such a declaration, and 
from this point he would not be driven by any- 
thing but the testimony itself. 

. Mr. CLAY said the Senator from Pennsylvania 
would, he presumed, do him the justice to say, 
that he had not, on this: occasion, introduced the 
name of the Governor of Pennsylvania. It was 
introduced by the Senator from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
Grunpy;] but with regard to the promise of the 
Governor, Mr. C. said he had it froma gentleman 
of respectability, whose word would be as readily 
believed as Governor Woif’s. > 

Mr. McKEAN said, then I repeat my assertion , 
in unequivocal terms, that I question the veracity 
of any man who has, or may make such a decla- 
ration, and I challenge the gentleman to produce 
his proof. 

Somefurther remarks were madeby Mr. CLAY 
and Mr. GRUNDY; when, on motion of 

Mr. POINDEXTER, the memorial was laid 
upon the table. ; f 

At half past four o’clock, on motion of 

Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business, and, after 
some time spent therein, ` 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 1, 1834. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, agreeably to notice, asked 
leave of the House to introduce a bill to prohibit 


; the Corporations of Georgetown, Alexandria, and 


Washington, from issuing promissory notes of any 
denomination less than ten dollars, Leave being 


| granted, the bill was, on motion of Mr. Apams, 


referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


Mr. LINCOLN rose and said he had just seen 
in the official paper, published in this city, some 
aspersions cast upon an honorable colleague of his 
and himself. Mr. L. was proceeding to make 
some remarks, when he was called to order by the 
Chair, who stated that the subject to which here- 
ferred was not before the House. 

Mr. LINCOLN then asked the unanimous cag- 


; Sent of the House to take up, for consideration, 
| a resolution which he submitted on Tuesday last, 
f making sundry inquiries in relation tothe admin- 


istration of the Post Office Depariment. 

An objection being made, Mr. L. moved a sus- 
pension of the rule, and thereupon called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative: Yeas 93, nays 62; (not two-thirds.) 


Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill providing for cer- 


| tain surveys of the public lands; which was read 


twice. 
Mr. A. moved the engrossment of the bill, and 
Mr. CONNOR its commitment to the Commit- 


i tee of the Whole, in the regular course. 


After some- conversation, on motion of Mr. 
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ASHLEY, the bill was committed to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on.the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, called up the bill 
to legalize certain foreign silver coin; and it was 
ordered to be read a third time. 


The following bills were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: : i 

Theact to extend the time for carrying into effect 
the treaty with France; and the act to extend the 
time for carrying into effect the convention with 
the Two Sicilies. 

i APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the House went into 
Committeeof the Whole on the state of the Union, 

- (Mr. Hussar in the chair,) upon the general 
appropriation bill. : 

The question being upon Mr. Foor’s motion 
to strike out Great Britain and Russia, and to in- 
sert eighteen instead of thirty-six in the following 
clause: . 

For the salaries of the ministers of the United 
States to Great Britain, France, Spain, and Rus- 
sia, thirty-six thousand dollars. 

r. J. Q. ADAMS rose (he said) to explain 
the grounds on which he supported the motion, 
and to reply to some remarks which had fallen 
from the gentlemen from Virginia [Mr. ARCHER] 
and Georgia, (Mr. Waynr.] Thegentleman from 
Virginia expressed his surprise that I should 
underrate the importance cf the mission to Russia. 
I do not (said Mr. A.) underrateit. I know,and 
ought to know better than any other member, how 
highly important that mission has been to the 
interests of this country. He did not attach the 
same importance to our relations with that Power 
now, but still he considered them as sufficiently 
important to require the retention of a minister of 
the first grade at that court. He objected to the 
appropriation of salaries for ministers at courts 
where in fact we had only chargés des affaires. 
There ought not, he thought, to have been an in- 
terval of a month in the missions of the first grade 
to Great Britain and Russia. Year after year we 
had made the appropriations, all the money had 
beer expended, and no ministers had been ap- 
pointed. He had yesterday objected to sending 
ministers for short terms, with full outfits and sal- 
aries,and had remarked that one was sent for the 
term of six weeks. In the course of the debate 
the gentleman from Georgia had attempted to con- 
vert that remark into a personal reflection upon an 
individual who was now in his grave. That cir- 
cumstance would alone have sealed his lips forever 
in relation to his conduct in that mission. He did 
not refer to the circumstances of that mission with 
a view to censure that individual, for he was now 
far beyond the reach of his censure; but he did 
mention it as one of the faults of this Administra- 
tion. The gentleman from Georgia had brought 
before the House the great objects which these 
ministers had accomplished. He had alluded | 
to the number of treaties which had been made, 
and the importance of the negotiations carried 
through. 

Sir, were I to admit that these negotiations were | 
as honorable to the country as he supposes them 
to have been, would that be any answer to the 
objection that the salaries of these Ministers are 
doubled and trebled by the short term of their 
appointment, and that they spent their time at 
watering places, &c., instead of spending it ir the 
duties of their mission? Allusions were made to 
thearrangement with Great Britain. Heregretted | 
that this subject had been brought into the discus- | 
sion. Was there not a gentieman in the other j 
wing of this building, and another gentleman hold- 
ing a high office in this city, whose honor was 
concerned in this question, and who could not be 
here to answer him on this floor? He would 
barely, therefore, on this subject, say, that if we | 
judged of these marvellous missions by their effects, | 
he would send gentlemen down to that part of the 
Union which was most interested on this subject, | 
and ask what have been the effects of the colonial 
arrangement upon their interests. Not as it would 
affect himself, but as it affected others who were 
absent, was he unwilling to go into this discus- 
ston. 

Mr. A. here referred to the annunciation yester- 
day made by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, of the intention of the Pret 


dent to nominate ministers to these courts, during 
the session, unless it should be deemed unneces- 
sary. He thought the qualification had much 
meaning init. Theannunciation appeared to him 
to be oracular. 

Mr. ARCHER. rose to explain. If the gentle- 
man would allow him, he would let the House 
understand why he used the words of the Secre- 
tary of State, in communicating to the House in- 
formation on this subject. If he had answered in 
any other manner, he might have committed either 
the Administration or himself. There was evi- 
dently a reservation implied in the reply, but he 
would not call itan improper reservation. Hedid 
not choose to put the reply in his own words, and 
therefore used the words of the Secretary of State, 
who had said to him that the President would 
make nominations to Great Britain and Russia, 
during the session, unless circumstances should 
arise which would render it unnecessary. He 
gave the message as it was given to him. 

Mr. ADAMS. Precisely so. The honorable 
chairman has acted with perfect prudence and pro- 
priety. What I simply say is, that what he gave 
to the House is an oracle. It is not my fault, nor 
that of the honorable chairman, that it is not 
understood. The oracle was not intended to be 
understood. He took it for granted that these 
circumstances would in due time happen, and that 
the nominations would not be made. Whenever 
the chairman was authorized to say that the nomi- 
nations would be made, his objections to the appro- 
priations would fall to the ground. He would vote 
cordially and heartily for them, if he could havea 
pledge that they would be made. Mr. A. concluded 
with some further remarks, of a desultory charac- 


ter. 

Mr. WAYNE had no desire or intention of oc- 
cupying the time of the House by pursuing the 
course taken by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams.] Did he consider it to be 
proper or necessary, it would not bea difficult task 
to show that the present Administration, in its 
negotiations, particularly with Great Britain, had 
accomplished what the former one had not done. 
The gentleman declines going into the particulars 
of the negotiation with Great Britain, because two 
distinguished gentlemen who were engaged in 
them under appointments by the present Admin- 
istration were not present in this House to defend 
their conduct. He had only to say, that the con- 
duct of those gentlemen on that subject, was part 
of the public history of the country. individual 


| statements from those gentlemen were, therefore, 


totally unnecessary. Their conduct was. upon 
paper, and had become apart of our political annals. 
No consideration of delicacy towards those per- 
sons, as being absent, should prevent the fullest 
discussion that was necessary to throw lightupon 
their conduct of this negotiation. The gentleman 
had introduced this subject, on the preceding day, 
by insinuating that the ministers appointed by the 
present Administration had remained but a very 
short timeat the places oftheir mission. In refer- 
ring to the case of Mr. Randolph, it was natural 
to recollect that of Mr. King, who had been sent 
to negotiate with Great Britain, respecting the 
colonial trade, without his instructions. Thegen- 
tleman had not been pleased to allude to the send- 
ing of Mr. Gallatin, who was directed by the for- 
mer Administration to abandon the principles 
which had been persisted in by our Government 
fora long series of years, and which were the basis 
of the instructions given to Mr. Rush in 1824. 
Ministers, he believed, had been sent quite as often 
by the former Administration as the present. He 
did not allude to this circumstance as a matter of 
reproach; but it would have been atleast desirable 
that the ministers sent by the former Aministra- 
tion should have been furnished with the neces- 
sary instructions. They might possibly, in that 
case, have closed the negotiations which were not 
finished until it was done by the successor of Mr. 
Barbour. * i 

If he understood the grounds of apprehension 
now expressed by gentlemen, they were, that a 
minister might be sent to England . without the 
consent of the Senate. The House had the au- 
thority of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] that a minister at London was necessary. 
Why, then, strike the provision for his salary out 
of this bill? Is it upon suspicion that the Presi- 
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dent will not do his duty? -Suspicions of that kind 
were, perhaps, suitable for newspaper discussions, 
but he could not regard’ them as furnishing any 
basis for legislative action. The gentleman stated; 
in the former debate, that the interests of the coui’: 
try required the appointment- of a minister: to 
London; that a chargé d’affaires was not capable, 
from his inferior rank, to afford adequate protec~ 


and he now advocates the motion for striking cut 
the proposed salary for a minister, and proposes 
to substitute the salary of a chargé, He'did not 
understand the consistency of this course “any 
more than he did the criticism upon ‘the reply 
which had been made to the inquiry of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. ‘That 
reply had been called oracular: He could not 
imagine why it should be so called in an offensive 
| sense. Hedid not know what other answer could 
| be given to the inquiry than what had been made. 
| it was a subject upon which, from the nature of 
things, a precise answer could not, and ought not, 
i to be given. It might be absolutely necessary to 
| have a minister sent to England forthwith. ‘The 
| customary appropriataon for the salary should not 
| therefore be withheld. On the other hand, a ques- 
tion deeply important to the territorial:extent of ` 
| one of the States of the Union might induce that 
State to request that no minister be sent at this: 
time. 
to these affairs which was not equally well known i 
to others.’ As to these. inquiries he deprecated 
any attempt to go beyond the constitutional rights 
of the House. If it was rightful to require official 
information relative to the intention to send a min- 
| ister, it was equally so to know.who is the person 
| intended to be sent; then the question as to the 
| propriety of the appropriation might, turn upon 
‘a discussion of the character and fitness of the 
| individual proposed to be nominated. Such signa 
| of the times he deprecated. l 
As to one of the insinuations of the gentleman | 
i from Massachusetts, that a minister had been 
appointed with permission to go wherever he 
i pleased; what minister had been so appointed ? 
| In the case of Mr. Randolph no latitude had been 
taken which common reason would not justify: 
We are daily granting permission to the members 
| of this House tô leave their saree less press- 
| ing grounds than those upon which Mr. Randolph 


i the other topics alluded to by the gentleman, he 
; felt capable of making conclusive replies, but did 
not feel justified in trespassing any further upon, 
the time of the committee. a eee 
Mr. COULTER was anxious that the question — 
might be divided so as to separate the appropria- 
tion fora minister to*Russia, which he was. willing 
to support, from that to England, which he was 
not willing, after having voted in favor of such an 
appropriation formerly, and no minister had been 
appointed. Congress have placed upon the statute 
book their opinion that a minister of the highest 
| grade should be sent to London. The Executive 
| has decided otherwise, The dignity and character 
of the House now required that the overture which 
had been slighted should not be repeated without 
a change of circumstances. Mr.C. concluded by 
moving to amend the amendment by striking out 
England. f 
Mr, EVANS obtained the floor, but gave way 


o 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS, who proposed to amend 
the bill by adding a proviso, that no minister be 
i appointed to Russia or England without the con- 
sent of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOT withdrew his original motion. to 
strike out, and accepted Mr. DAVIS'S substittite, 

Mr. EVANS then proceeded into a prolonged 
explanation upon the question of the colonial 
trade, which he contended the negotiations under 
the present Administration had left worse than it 
was found. 
| Mr. WAYE, in reply to the gentteman from 
| Maine, [Mr. Evays,] wentinto a historical account 
i of our controversy with Great Britain on the sub- 
{ject of colonial intercourse, and contended that 
the arrangement made by Mr. McLane was more 
| favorable to our interests than any which we ever 
i had before, and that it came nearer to the point of 
our claims than any which we ever had, or, pre- 


t 


| haps, ever can have. We had, he said, established 


* 


tion to the interests of thé country at that court: < ; 


He disclaimed knowing any thing ‘relative . 


absented himself for the benefit of his health. To > 


May 2, 


principles under that arrangement, for which we 
had been contending for thirty years, and which 
ultimately. would be of high advantage to the 
country. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose tospeak on the sub- 
ject, but calls being made for the question, he 
yielded the floor. 


Mr. HORACE EVERETT rose to ask whether | 


the power: was claimed by the President to make 
- appointments during the recess? His object was 
to have a disclaimer of this power from the friends 
of the Administration. 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. ¥ 
Mr. ARCHER said it was not for him to say 
how others construed the Constitution. He con- 
strued itfor himself, and the gentleman from Ver- 
mont- construed it for hiraself. But thinking that 
the Executive had no right to make appointments 


during the recess, he was bound to think that he | 


would not attempt to exercise the right. He be- 
lieved it was the intention of the President, as he 
had. stated to the House, to make nominations 
during the session, if nothing occurred to render it 
unnecessary, and he couldenot even imagine the 
occurrence of any circumstances which would ren- 
der it unnecessary. He expressed the hope that 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Davis] 
would withdraw his amendment. We had the 
right to refuse appropriations, but not to annex 
conditions to them. 

Mr. DAVIS said, that after the declaration on 


He put the question to | 


the part of the Administration, his amendment | 


would imply no want of confidence in the Execu- 
tive. The gentleman, he thought, was mistaken 
in supposing that we could not restrict appropria- 
tions. What was the meaning of specific ap- 
propriations? Was it not appropriations limited to 


specific objects? He had used the language which | 


was always used to effect limitations. 


Mr. BINNEY was sorry, he said, to see the | 


proposition of the gentleman from South Carolina 
substituted for that of the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut, [twas not customary to qualify our appropri- 
ations.. We made no appropriations for salartes, 
unless upon the supposition that they are to be 
made use of for constitutional appointments, The 
condition proposed could not be introduced, unless 


we believed thatthe money would be expended for | 


salaries of ministers unconstitutionally appointed ; 
and, if so, the best way would be to strike out the 
appropriation altogether. 
the amendment, and renew the proposition of the 
gentleman from Connecticut. He went intosome 
remarks in opposition to the appropriations. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said it was admitted by the 
gentlemen from Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 
that we ought to be represented at the Court of 
St. James by a minister of the first grade. He 
did not understand any one on this floor as con- 
troverting this opinion, except the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who, in his remarks yesterday, 
expressed the opinion that we needed no minister 
there; butfrom his remarks to-day, and his amend- 
ment, he inferred that even he was.desirous of 
having a minister appointed to Great Britain, pro- 
vided he should be appointed by the President, 
‘with the advice and consent of the Senate. As 
far as he could collect the semiment of the com- 
mittee, it was, that we should have a minister. 
What, then, he would ask, was the duty of this 
House? Is it not to provide the salary ? Are we 


to look beyond that, and ask whether the Presi- | 


dent will appoint a proper person, or make the 


He should vote against | 


appointment ina proper manner? Were we to | 
withhold the appropriation because the President | 


may appoint a minister in an improper way, or a 
way which we may consider unconstitutional? 
This was a ground never taken before—not in the 


discussion on the Panama mission. Mr.B. thought || 


that if we performed our own duty—if we deter- 
mined that we would have a minister, and made 
the proper appropriation, we might well leave it to 
the President and the Senate to perform their duty. 


What had we to do with theappointments? Noth- | 


ing. In reference to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, he remarked, that 
we might, with equal propriety, ingraft a similar 
qualification on all other appropriations—on those 


for the heads of departments and their subordi- | 


nates, and refuse them all anycompensation,unless 
they are appointed by and with the advice and 


consent of the Senate. Was there any precedent 
for such a course? We might say that we would | 
not pay them, unless they were constitutionally | 
appointed. But there were two constitutional 
ways of making appointments—one with, and 
another without, the consent of the Senate. Where 
was the precedent for such a limitation? It was 
altogether new. As to the annunciation from the 
State Department, it appeared to him to be merely 
to the effect, that if the President should think the 
public interest required that a minister should be 
sent to England, he would do his part, by making 
the nomination. This was the fair, if not the 
strict, construction of the words—words which 
were taken down, not by the Secretary of State, 
but by the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. We had, then, the assurance that the 
President would act. + J 

But it was said that we have facts and circum- 
stances to show that his design was, to refrain | 
from performing his duty till the Senate adjourned, 
to the end that he might then exert the power of 
appointment free from the control of the Senate. 
PIF he did believe this, he would still vote for the 
appropriation. He would perform his own duty, 
and leave the President to perform his, in good 
faith or in bad faith; and if the President per- 


sible for it to this House. After some further 
remarks, Mr. B. expressed the hope, that not 
only the amendment of the gentleman from South 
Carolina would be rejected, but any other which | 
contemplated a qualification or. refusal of tle ap- 
propriation, if the House believed that we ought 
to have a mission to England. 

Mr. CHILTON rose, amidst loud calls for the 
question, and spoke at some length against the | 
appropriations for the missions to England and 
Russia. 

Mr. LANE said it was not his intention to 
detain the committee by making a speech, nor 
would he follow the example of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Crunton,] by saying he 
would not make a speech, and then speak a half 
hour and say nothing about the subject. 
|| It was his object to call the attention of the 
|| members of the committee, and particularly those 
who had taken part in the debate, to the position 
m which they stand. The bill contains an appro- 
i| priation for the pay of Ministers to England and 
Russia. The motion is to amend by striking it 
out, 

Spread the arguments of gentlemen in favor of 
this motion upon the canvass, and what (said Mr. 
L.) is the picture? It is admitted by all, that such 
ministers should be appointed as are called for by 
the honor and the best interest of this Government, 
and due to the best of these courts. It is also ad- | 
mitted that before such appointment can be consti- 
| tationally made, the appropriation must be granted 
by this House. To accomplish this object, the 
|| same gentlemen, in the same arguments, and in 
the same breath, urge the striking the appropria- 
tion from the bill. This (said Mr. L.) is the pic- 
ture as drawn by gentlemen themselves, and he 
would now call upon the committee, and particu- 
larly those who had contributed to the draft, to 
look upon it, if they can, without a blush. 

One word (said Mr. L.) for his honorable and 


wry.] This honorable gentleman had said he | 
would vote for the appropriation, provided he} 
could be assured that the President would send | 
the nominations to the Senate during the present | 
session of Congress. | 
A letter is read from the Secretary of State by 


stating it was the intention of the President of the | 
United States to make these nominations during | 
the session. And behold, the gentleman says this | 
is both satisfactory and conclusive to his mind, 

that the President will wait till after the close of | 
the session, and then make the appointments, | 
without the advice and consent ofthe Senate. 
This, to his mind, (said Mr. L.,) was a strange 
conclusion, even ‘ passing strange.” It brought 
to his recollection (said Mr. L.) the story of a 
young, artless, but credulous girl. A young gen- | 
tleman, for whom, in the sequel of the story it ap- | 
peared, she had some kind tender thoughts, made | 
her a visit. They walked out in the evening; the | 


formed it in bad faith, he would hold him respon- |; 


eloquent friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bin- | 


silence was broken by his saying the moon was | 


| marry. So with the honorable gentleman, 
| is so fond of opposition—so willing to rate at the 


full and bright. Not the least objection to marry 
you, sir, was the ready-reply. So fond of her 
lover, so willing to marry, that she took Cas 

e 


appropriation, that when the President says he 
intends to nominate during the session, he is un- 
derstood to say he will not. . 

Mr. J. REED briefly replied to Mr. BEARDSLEY 
and Mr. Apams, expressed the grounds of his 
objection to the amendment moved by Mr. Davis, 
who modified his amendment, and made a few 
remarks in reply to Mr. Apams. 

The question was then taken, and negatived, 
without a division. 

Mr. FOOT renewed his motion to strike out the 
words “ Great Britain and Russia.” 

On the call of Mr. COULTER, the question on 
striking out was put separately, and negatived. 
Yeas 69, nays 101. 


The item appropriating $58,500 for salaries of 
chargés d’affaires to Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, 
Holland, Turkey, Belgium, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, 
Chili, Peru, Mexico, Central America, and New 
Granada, having been read— y 

Mr. ADAMS, after some remarks, wished to’ 
inquire what information had been communicated 
as to the mission to the eight places last named. 

Mr. ARCHER, rose to reply, but gave way to 

Mr. PATTON, who moved the committee rise, 


i which was carried; and 


The. House adjourned 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 2, 1834. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the proceedings of 
a convention of delegates from the several towns 
of Windsor county, Vermont, and also a memo- 
rial signed by fifteen hundred and fifty-one inhab- 
itants of that county, in favor of the restoration of 


| the deposites to the Bank of the United States, 
| and in favor of the recharter of the said institution; 


which were read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SWIET presented a memorial, of a similar 
character, from inhabitants of Addison county, 
Vermont, upon which a like order was taken. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from a 
large number of citizens of Boston, on the subject 
of the existing state of the coins of the country. 
Mr. W. said the memorialists complained that the 
disparity in the real value of the gold and silver 
coins compared with their nominal value, and also 
the expiration recently of certain laws making for- 
eign coins a legal tender in payment of debts, had 
produced considerable inconvenience in the com- 
mercial world. Mr. W. moved the reference of 
the memorial to the Committee on Finance; and 
he would use the occasion to say that the commit- 
tee had had abill under consideration and in prep- 
aration for some weeks past, applicable to this 


| Subject, and the same matter was also under con- 


sideration in the other end. of the Capitol. So 
that the memorialists would perceive that their 
wishes had been anticipated in a great measure by 
Congress. 

The memorial was referred. 


Mr. EWING presented a memorial, signed by 
about seven hundred and fifty inhabitants of Ross 
county, Ohio, and another signed by about one 
hundred citizens of Vermillion township, Richland 
county, Ohio, both in favor of the restoration of 


$ ; the deposites and the recharter of the Bank of the 
the honorable chairman of Foreign Relations, | if : ° 


United States. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. © 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of certain 


i 
i 
! 
f 
| 
i 
| 
| Choctaw chiefs, and also to be discharged from 
i 
i 
i 
l 
| 


the further consideration of the petition of the 
Trustees of the Indiana Teachers’ Seminary; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE, frem the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives, with an amendment, for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Joseph Torry, 
deceased. I 

Also, a bill from the House, with an amend- 
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ment, for the relief of the legal representatives of 
George Hurlbert, deceased. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill appropriating, for a limited 
time, the proceeds of the sales of public lands to 
the several States. A portion of the report was 
read by Mr. C., who moved that five thousand 
copies be printed, and the bill made the order of 
the day for Monday week. 

Mr. CLAY having read a part of the report, a 
motion was made to dispense with its further read- 


ing. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he did not know whether 
it was practicable for gentlemen to express their 
opinions hereafter upon the character of this re- 
port. If it could be done on the bill, he had no 
wish to say anything now. He could not vote for 
the printing; and therefore it was that he wished 
to hear it read; and he asked the yeasand nays on 
the question. 

Mr. CLAY replied, that undoubtedly there 
would be ample opportunity to refute the reasons 
in the report upon the discussion of the bill. Five 
thousand copies of the message of the President, 
to which this was an answer, had been printed, 

_ and it was but fair that an equal number of this 
report should be printed for distribution. ‘The'bill 
was similar to that of Jast session. : 

Mr. MOORE would not oppose the printing, 
but he would take the occasion tosay, that he was 
opposed to the bill and the report in the com- 
mittee; and he moved now to lay the motion to 
print on the table till to-morrow, with a view to 
give an opportunity to examine the report. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, from the explanation given 
by the gentleman from Kentucky of the bill, it ! 
was obvious that no vote hereafter would test the 
correctness of the doctrines broached in the 
report—it could only be done now. He had not 
heard it all read, but from what he heard of it, it 
was respectful, and the character of the committee 
from which it came was a warranty for that. But 
he held that the first part of the report, which had 
been read, was erroneous, and calculated to make | 
anincorrect impression as to the character of the 
President of the United States; and if the report 
were allowed to pass quietly, Mr. F. feared it 
would be taken for granted that we were of the 
same opinion. It states that the President ought 
to have returned the bill, that we might have had 
an opportunity to acton it. There was a provis- | 
ion in the Constitution under which the President 
would not have done his duty under the circum- 
stances, by returning it. The bill was presented 
to him on the last day but one of the last session, 
and perhaps not before four o’clock in the day; 
he could scarcely have read the bill through, and 
all knew how business was transacted on the last 
day of the session, in consequence of the dilatory 
manner in which business is done, and the disre- 
gard of our rules. The President, at such times, 
1s obliged to read by proxy, for it is impossible 
for him to do his duty to the public by reading 
all the bills presented to him. He is obliged to 
submit minor matters to his Cabinet officers—he 
uses their eyes and their understandings, and he | 
is obliged to do so, in compliance with his con- 
stitutional duties. Now, to expect the President 
to have taken up this bill, examine it, and return | 
his objections to it in so short a space of time, | 
was very unreasonable. If there was any fault 
at all, it was in Congress. We should provide 
against this abuse, as it was-called, of the ex- 
ecutive power. Reference had been made in the 
report to Mr. Madison, and a contrast instituted 
between the conduct of the President and that of | 
Mr. Madison on the bonus bill. But Mr. F. was 
satisfied that much more time was given to Mr. 
Madison in that instance. The single point pre- 
sented there was a constitutional one alone—the | 
message occupied but a single sheet. But the 
gentleman from Kentucky says Mr. Madison 
sent his objections because his successor could not 
act. Mr. F.did not know his opinions on that 
subject, but he recollected there weresome doubts | 
on the subject, and he understood it to be asserted | 
here as correct doctrine, that one President might ; 
limit the power of his predecessor. Mr. F. thought | 


the successor possessed the same power and right |! 


as if he was in office the day before, and therefore 
he thought the opinion of the committee was 
wrong. It supposed an interregnum in the presi- 


H 
j 
i 


dential office—this was wrong, for Mr.F. thought 
the Constitution supposed the Presidency always 
to exist. In the case of a bill, it was the duty of 
the successor to examine it, and to act in thesame 
way as the predecessor would have done. He 
believed it was Mr. Monroe’s opinion that a Presi- 
dent coming into office had the same right as to 
bills presented to him that his predecessor pos- 
sessed. If this paper went out to the people, it 
would make a false impression in regard to this 
dogma of the committee. 

The yeas and nays on the question of printing | 
were ordered. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said the President must 
have known the provisions of this bill several | 
months, perhaps a year before it passed, and he 
had then made it the subject of a specific message 
to mislead the judgments of the people. It wasa 
measure of immense importance to the new States, 
‘and the course pursued by the President was most 
extraordinary; it was not such a message as he 
had a right to present, because we could not ori- 
ginate any new measure on it, Why should the 
new States ask for appropriations for public im- 
provements and education, when they set their 
faces against the measure which would effect it? 

Mr. BLACK was unwilling his vote on the ques- 
tion of printing should become the test on this 
question. He voted last year against its passage, 
bat not because Congress had not plenary powers, 
but because it distributed the gross proceeds and 
not the net proceeds; and next, that it digtributed 
them among the States entirely. 

Mr. PORTER viewed this as nothing buta ques- 
tion of fair dealing between the President and a 
majority of the Senate, or the committee at least; 


been printed, he thought an equal number of the 
report ought to be printed. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, did not rise to discuss 
the principles of the bill—that was not necessary 
| or proper now; but he wished to do some little 
justice to the President of the United States. He 
was surprised at the allusion to the non-return of 
the bill, made by the gentieman from Kentucky, 


bill was not presented to the President till the last 
moment of the session. The President could not 
have known what the provisions of the bill were, 
because it underwent various amendments. Was 
it fair, then, to charge on the President a wilful 
retention of this important bill,when he had hardly 
a moment to consider it? But was it correct in 
fact, that two-thirds of the Senate and the House 
would have passed the billif it had been returned ? 
The majority on its passage was only three,“and 
how then could it be supposed that it would pass, 
the President not having time in discharging the 
duty which the Constitution devolved on him se- 
riously to considerit? And it was not possible for 
him to say what form it would assume; he, there- 
fore, examined it, and under the Constitution, re- 
turned it with his objections, which the gentleman 
from Mississippi thought a most extraordinary 
thing, and he was so fond of rejecting presidential 
communications, that he wished to reject this also. 
Gentlémen had a great disposition to find fault, 
but there was not the least occasion or room for 
fault-finding on this subject, as the people would 
see by looking at it. He had not examined the 
paper, but so far as it was read, no justice had been 
done to the President, and Mr. K. said, he must | 
read it before he could agree to send out to the 

country a paper commenting so unfairly on the 

President. Fe differed entirely from the gentleman |! 
as to the benefit the new States would derive from || 
the bill. He never wished to withhold informa- 


and as five thousand copies of the message had |! 


when he knew, and every Senator knew, that the |; 


NAYS—Messrs. : Benton, Brown,’ Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia; 
White, and Wright—9. `- de 

RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. SOUTHARD: ; : 

_Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the weekly 
and monthly reports and statements of the Bank 
of the United States, and also those of the banks 
which have been selected as places of deposite for 
the public moneys, which have been received at 
the ‘Treasury Department since the first day of. 
February last, and that he be further directed to 
communicate to the Senate such reports and state- 
ments of said banks which he shall hereafter 
receive, as soon as conveniently may be, after the 
same shall have been received. 

„Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
directed to inquire whether any, and which ofthe 
banks selected by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for the deposité of the public moneys, have stopped 
payment; the amount of public moneys deposited 
in them at the time of the suspension, if any; 
that they inquire also into. the circumstances at- 
tending their selection, and the security taken by 


| the Secretary; and whether the public moneys are 


safe in the places where they are now. deposited; 
and that they have leave to send for persons’ and. . 
papers. PEE EA r 
By Mr. WEBSTER: e, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate a copy of an opinion 
of the Attorney-General of the United States, in 
1829, 1830, or 1831, on the subject of a proposed 
transfer of appropriations, if such opinion be on 


i file, or on record, in the Department of the Treas- 


ury. 
| By Mr. TOMLINSON: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed. 
to communicate to the Senate the report of the 
officer designated under the act of March 2, 1829, 


| Buchanan, a purser in the Navy; 


tion, and it was with great reluctance that he 
opposed the printing the extra numbers; butif the 
gentleman would postpone the matter till to-mor- 
row, he would examine the paper, and if it was 
| at all tenable he would vote to print. 

After a few further remarks by Mr. CLAY, Mr. 
FORSYTH, and Mr. CALHOUN, the motion to 
print was agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Beil, Black, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean,Man- 
gum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Í Waggaman, and Webster—32. 


: to survey Norwalk harbor, witha view to itsim- ` 


provement. ` 3 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN gave notice that he ` 

should, to-morrow, ask leave to submit the follow~ 

ing resolution: a 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 


| directed to procure thirteen copies of the Ameri- 


can State Papers, now in the course of publication 
by Messrs. Gales & Seaton, for the use of such 
members of the Senate as are not now entitled to , 
them. : : 
Mr. CHAMBERS moved that when the Senate ` 
adjourn, it should stand adjourned to Monday. 
Lost; yeas 17, nays 21. $ eae 
Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Jamea 


Also, a bill for the relief of the executor of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Smith, late ofthe marine corps; 

And moved that the committee be-discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Josiah Hopkins; which was agreed to, 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Moses 
Archer. The report accompanying it was ordered 
to be printed. ; 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Com- 
modore John Rodgers, of the United States Navy. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 


| merce, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 


sentatives, relative to drawbacks, with an amend- 


ment. : 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Select Committee, re- 


ji ported a bill, with an amendment, for the admis- 
: sion of Michigan and Arkansas Territories into 


the Union. ; 

Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Mann. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports upon 
the petitions of Colonel George Gibson, Lieuten- 
ant Gabriel Green, and William Asher. 

The reports were ordered to be printed.’ 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the samecommittee, re- 
ported the following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, without amendment: 


è 


360 


. 


` dred dollars certain foreign coins should bea legal 


J. 
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<; A bill for the relief of Captain Ephraim Whit- 
her ‘bill for the relief of William Minor; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. William 
Johonnot. : 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to executive business; and after spending | 
some time therein, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, May 2, 1834. 


Mr. JARVIS called up the resolution heretofore 
presented by him, providing for the appointment 
of a committee to inquire into the causes of the 
failure of the Bank of Washington and Patriotic 
Bank, with the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Harpin, extending the inquiry into the state of 
the Bank of the Metropolis. . 

No ‘objection being made the resolution was 
read. 

‘Mr. CHILTON, who was entitled to the floor 
from a previous day, consumed the hour appro- 
priated to morning business, in an animated speech 
in favor of the amendment, in which he contended 
that the Bank of the Metropolis had violated its 
charter by issuing notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars. Before he had concluded his 
remarks, 

Mr. BOON called for the orders of the day. 


‘SPECIE TENDER BILL. 


The engrossed bill for making certain foreign 
silver coins a legal tender in the United States was 
read a third time. 

Mr. FILLMORE objected to the provisions of 
the bill as he understood them. Its object was to 
provide that in payment of all sums over onehun- 


tenders according to their weight and fineness. 
Now, in practice it would be very inconvenient for 
the person making a payment. not only to weigh 
but assay the coin. He thought it should be pro- 
vided that, if the coin bore a certain recognised 
stamp, the burden of showing its inferiority to the 
standard of that stamp should be cast upon the 
objecting party. Besides, the weighing was very 
inconvenient, He would much prefer having |, 
foreign coins made a legal tender by tale, as they 
were now in the ordinary circulation of the coun- 
try. 

Wir. C.P. WHITE said the making foreign 
coins a tender by tale, would entirely defeat the 
object of the bill, which was to give such coins |! 
currency in large payments only at their intrinsic 
value, keeping the general circulation of the coun- || 
try supplied with our own coinage. 

Mr. BURGES thought the bill provided for 
going back into the practice of ancient times when || 
gold and silver was current only by weight. In 
modern. times metallic currency is stamped and 
passes from hand to hand by tale. He was totally 
opposed to the making of mere bullion a lawful 
tender. This was the practical effect of the bill. | 

Mr.CAMBRELENG. Ifgentlemen will recur 
back a few years, they will perceive the necessity 
for this hill. Formerly the Spanish milled dollars 
formed nearly the whole metallic currency of the 
country, and were a legal tender. The countries || 
where these dollars had been coined had thrown 
off their dependence on Spain, and now issued the 
republican dollar of Mexico and the South Amer- 
ican States, which, with the five frank pieces, 
formed a great portion of our metallic currency, 
This bill merely proposes to make these coins a 
legal tender at their actual value. He could per- 
ceive no substantial grounds for objection to this. 
These coins now circulated by common consent. 
Most of them were better than gur own in point || 
of business. He hoped the bill would pass. 

Mr. FILLMORE apprehended his objection /! 
was not understood. ‘These coins were in gen-, 
eral circulation. He could thereforesee no reason || 
why they should not be made a tender for small 
debts as well as large, and by taie. The stamp 
should be prima facie evidence of the fineness of 
coins. 

Mr. GORHAM said the inconvenience to be 
obviated by this bill was to provide that large 
debts might be paid by the foreign coins, instead 


i 
i 


į ter. 
| there are upwards of twenty millions of specie in 


value... It was not proposed to lessen the circula- 
tion of our own coinage. That was still exclu- 
sively to be used in small payments. But our 
coinage was insufficient to meet all the large com- 
mercial transactions. Besides, the Mexican dol- 
lars were in fact actually worth about one-half per 
cent. more than our own. 

Mr. BURGES contended that the public would 
never be satisfied with the operation of this bill, 
unless it provided that the dollar should pass by 
tale. i -> 
Mr. WILDE had formerly bestowed some atten- 
tion to this subject, at a time when he belonged to 
the committee with the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. C. P. Wuirs,] and when it had also been his 
fortune to introduce a resolution respecting the gold 
and silver currency of the country. He was fully 
satisfied that the present bill ought to pass. The 
coins of all the South American States and Mexi- 
co were still coined in their original weight and 
fineness, except Colombia. In fact they were half 
per cent. better than our own coins. A person 
who carries ninety-nine of these dollars and one 
half dollar to the Mint is entitled to receive two 
hundred American half dollars. All the expense 
he is subjected to is the delay of coinage. lt will’ 
be better to make these coins a tender at their in- 
trinsic value, than to subject the country to the 
expense of recoinage. 

After a further explanation by Mr.GORHAM, 
in reply to Mr. BURGES, 

Mr. COULTER contended that the subject was 
of so much importance, that further examination 
should be given to it. He could not consent to a 
law which, to all practical purposes, provided that 
a debt of 100 dollars might be discharged by 99 


dollars and a half dollar. This was giving too 


much privilege to the.banks, who would redeem. 
their bills in such coin alone. 

Mr. SELDEN observed that considerable hostil- 
ity was unexpectedly manifested to this bill, and 
it seemed to him without adequate cause. His 
attention had been directed to its provisions more 
particularly, in consequence of receiving informa- 
tion. from some of his constituents of the necessity 
of enlarging the quantity of silver coin which might 
be used as a legal tender. 

The propriety of adopting the dollars of the re- 
publics of South America and Mexico and the five 
franc pieces, for the purpose, had been examined 
by gentlemen who had a correct knowledge of the 
purity and value of these coins, and the benefit and 
necessity of rendering them available in the pay- 
ment of debts. They had, with a good deal of 
solicitude, urged the subject upon the attention of 
many members of this Elouse. 

‘When the immense disproportion between the 
amount of debts to be paid and the medium where- 
with they can belegally paid is considered, few can 
doubt the necessity of some legislation in the mat- 
Although it is pretty well ascertained that 


the United States, yet it is said that not more than 
four millions censist of coins which constitute a 
legal tender under our laws; the balance consists 


| principally of the dollars and coin referred to in 


this bill, It is estimated that the contracts to be 
fulfilled and paid by and to banks and money cor- 
porations alone, amount, in this country, to four 
hundred millions of dollars, which would allow 


| one dollar of legal currency for one hundred dol- 
|Jarsofdebt. And the immense amount of engage- 


ments existing between individual and individual, 
and we cannot but perceive the difficulties now ex- 


| isting, and the necessity of correcting them so far 
j as We can, 


The objections taken to some of the provisions 
of the bill, do not appear well-founded. The first, 
is that suggested by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. : He thinks, as some of these coins are a 


| half per cent. above the actual value of the dollar 


of the United States, and as they are to pass by 
weight, and not by tale, that an individual who 
holds a hundred dollars of bank notes, and pre- 
sents them for redemption, will receive only ninety- | 
nine pieces of these coins and one of our own half | 
dollars in full; and that, as they are not a legal 
tender for sums under one hundred dollars, he can- 
not pay them out at the rate at which he was com- 
pelled to receive them. It may be suggested to the 
honorable gentleman, that his constituents would 


of their being merely pieces of silver without legal 


avoid the difficulty entirely by presenting to the 


} 


bank less than one hundred dollars of bills at a 
time. Divide the bills into diferent parcels, less 
than $100, and for each of them these coins are 
not a iegal tender, either by weight or tale. Pay- 
ment must be made in other coins, dollar for 
dollar. This operation may render the bill less 
extensive in effect than is now anticipated. Yet 
itis only intended for large transactions, such as 
balances between banks. : 

Another objection isstarted, not pressed, by my 
colleague, [Mr. Campretene.] He knows of no 
reason why the tender should not apply to debts 
less than $100. The answer seems plain, inas- 
much as these coins are to pass by assay and 
weight, and not by tale, the difficulty of ascertain- 
ing their value renders them unfit to be used as a 
legal tender in the minor contracts. The inconve- 
nience would be too great. For small sums, our 


; own coins will supply the deficiency. 


Again, it is asked, why does not the bill provide 
for making these coins a tender at once by tale? 
The answer is at hand. We shall be exposed to 
the effect of a depreciation of the value, either by 
diminution or adulteration of the coins. In other 
words, we would give the Governments of these 
countries the power of diminishing the value or 
standard of our circulating medium. This will 
never do. The object of this bill is to increase the 
quantity of silver which may be used in payments. 
it gives no increased value to these coins beyond 
the actual value of silver. The bill selects from 
the mass of bullion in circulation in the world a 


|| portion of it stamped at certain value, prepared b 


Governments in which we have a. general confi- 
dence, and with which our commercial relations 
are extensive; the bullion, divided up into pieces 
of portable, convenient dimensions, thus stamped 
and divided, the bill provides that it may be used 
in the payment of debts at its actual value, to be 
ascertained by weight and purity. 

The last objection which he shall notice, is one 
stated by another colleague from New York. It 
relates to a question of evidence; that is, who, 
under this law;must make proof that the coins are 
of the weight or fineness required: must the indi- 
vidual who offers to pay make proof that they are 
of the description required, or must the individual 
to whom payment is to be made show the con- 
trary? His friend seems to think, under this bill, 
the presumption of law will be against the quality 
and quantity of silver in the coin; the contrary. 
strikes him as the true construction. By the bill 
they are made current, their assay annually at the 
Mint is provided for. 

Wecan scarcely apprehend much difficulty; few 
will refuse to receive those coins, lest they should 
be adulterated, in paymentof any debt; the weight 
can easily be determined. The objection that those 
who have debts due them over one hundred dollars, 
and owe debts under that sum, may be compelled 
to receive in payment a coin which they cannot 
pass away in payment, is an objection, but it is 
certainly a very slight one—those thus situated 
can always exchange with othershaving large debts 
to pay. 

A fonilusion; the effect of this bill will be to 
increase the quantity of silver in circulation by 
enabling the banks to rely upon these foreign coing 
as the means for redeeming their bills, and release 
the coins of our own country from their vaults. 
All agree that an increase of the precious metals 
will prove beneficial; this bill has a tendency to pro- 
duce such a result. 

Mr. JONES said that though he had objections 
to the bill, koth as to the limitation of time, and 
the sums for which these coins might be a tender, 
still he considered it so important to have further 
metallic legal currency to satisfy the immense debts 
which were due, that he should feel bound to sup- 
port itin its present shape. The facts stated by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. SELDEN] were 
sufficient to convince any one of the absolute neces- 
sity for this measure. 

Mr. H. KING contended that the effect of the 
bill would be to raise the value of foreign coins, as 
well as make them a legal tender. 

Mr.C. P. WHITE, in reply, stated thatthe bill 
expressly avoided interfering with the value of the 
coins, except accarding to their weight. and fineness. 
To illustrate the necessity for this measure, he 
stated that a demand of $50,000 was made upon 
the branch bank at New York, having at the time 
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two millions in foreign gold and silver coins in the 


vaults, Theindividual holding theclaim refused to | 


acceptfifty thousand Mexican dellars, which were 


of greater intrinsic value than so many of our own | 
The bank was, in consequence, obliged, | 


dollars. 
with two millions of specie on hand, to send to 
another institution for means to pay this demand. 
Unless this bill should pass, the commercial com- 


munity would be exposed to great inconvenience. | 


Mr. DENNY had no objection to the bill as far 
ag it went, but was anxious to see some further 
provision added to it. i ` 

Mr. WILDE said the subject of coins and cur- 
rency was among the most abstruse questions in 


gentlemen further time for consideration, as he was 
anxious that the measure should be supported by 
a strong vote, he moved to postpone the subject 
until Tuesday next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POLK asked the consent of the House to 
proceed to the consideration of the appropriation 
bill. $ 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, wished, he 
said, before the House resumed the subject, to 
obtain some information on the item now under 
consideration, and objected to the motion. 


Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules, for the | 


purpose of proceeding to the consideration of the 
bill; and it was agreed to. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hussard 
in the chair,) upon the general appropriation bill, 
the following clause being under consideration: 

For the salaries of the chargés des affaires to 
Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, flolland, Turkey, 
Belgium, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, Chill, Peru, 
Mexico, Central America, and New Granada, 
fifty-eight thousand five hundred doliars. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS made some remarks upon 
the clause, and objected to it that some of the coun- 
tries named were too inconsiderable to require the 
establishment of permanent diplomatic intercourse 
with them. The House, he thought, ought to be 
informed what are the relations with those Powers 
which render it necessary that we should maintain 

ermanent missionsthere. ‘There were some other 

lowers not named here which were as important, 
in reference.to their relations with us, as those 
which are named. The Republic of Switzerland 
was a nation with whom we ought to sympathize 
more than with any other nation of Europe, be- 
cause, like ourselves, it is republican; but we never 
had any mission there, though Switzerland holds 
diplomatic intercourse with all the nations of 
Europe. 

There had been times when we held no diplo- 
matic intercourse with some larger Powers, Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Prussia. With these we had 
occasional intercourse, butno permanent missions 
had ever been established there. The principle of 


_ this Government has been, not to have missions 


. 


unless there was a special call for them; and this 


principle was founded on economy, which we had | 


not, he hoped, entirely abandoned.. We had 


restricted the number of our missions heretofore | 


on the score of economy only, for, in point of 
expediency, it might be very well to hoid inter- 
course with every Power. ` . 

He referred to the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment at its first organization, to show that no dip- 
lomatic mission was established, unless there was 
special occasion for it. He referred to the mis- 
sions to Belgium and Central America, as wholly 
unnecessary. In reference to Buenos Ayres he 
wished to know what had become of our quarrel 
with that Power, and whether there was any occa- 
sion for reéstablishing diplomatic relations with it. 
He addressed these inquiries to the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, because (he 
said) he had ascertained that he could not obtain 
the information elsewhere. 

Mr. ARCHER understood the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts as making an inquiry 
of an extent so large as to go into all the diplo- 
matic relations of the country, excepting those 
embraced in the clauses of the bill disposed of 
yesterday. The inquiry which the gentleman 
made last night and to-day, went to this extraor- 
dinary extent, embracing all the plans and views 


of the Administration on the subject of our dip- j 


lomatic relations. : : 
Mr. A. considered that in relation to a large 


portion of these missions, the onus rested upon us 
to show that they were unnecessary. And why? 
Because this is not the department to which-the 
Constitution has assigned the right and duty of 
establishing diplomatic missions. We are not 
participants in the responsibility of selecting the 
Powers with which we shall have diplematic 


| intercourse. The gentleman from Massachusetts, 


on the contrary, goes on the ground that, before 
any diplomatic mission can be established, it must 
be approved by us. Is that the theory of our 
Constitution? Suppose a mission has been in 
existence for years, are we to say that ithas been 


f st in || improperly established? He trusted that it was 
the abstruse science of politicaleconomy. To give | 


sufficient to say, in relation to all but two of these 
missions, that they were established constitution- 
ally; that ministers had been appointed and sent 
to fill them, and were now in the discharge of their 
duties. Was the doctrine to prevail that every 
year we are to demand proof of what has already 


| been sufficiently well proven, that a particular 


mission is necessary ? 

The gentleman admitted that it would be expe- 
dient to establish missions elsewhere, and in this 
he agreed with him.” He thought himself that it 
would be highly proper to establish a diplomatic 
intercourse with Austria, one of the most impor- 
tant Powers in Europe; a Power with which we 
have a commercial treaty, and with one of whose 
ports to which we have access we have a valuable 
and growing commerce. 

It was with unaffected surprise that he found 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts dis- 
posed tosweep away all our diplomatic intercourse. 
What was the main object of our diplomatic in- 
tercourse? We were not concerned in the alterca- 
tions of all these Powers. Our object was solely 
to maintain and extend the high and important in- 
terests of our commerce. Under our institutions, 
we gave to every man the exclusive fruits of his 
industry. But of what use was this, unless we gave 
him facilities for making this privilege available? 
Unless for this principle, we had very little reason 
to sustain any diplomatic relations at all. Shall 
we be told thata nation asrich as this—the richest 
on the globe except Great Britain—cannot afford 
to protect its commerce with any foreign nation at 
the expense of four thousand five hundred dollars 
ayear? In relation to those Governments where 
we have had for a long timea permanent mission, 
and with which we had a valuable commerce, he 
trusted that it was unnecessary to say anything 
more. The gentleman asks why we have a mis- 
sion to Belgium, a new State, and recently con- 
nected with Holland? Because (he replied) if the 
whole of our commerce with the Netherlands was 
worthy of preservation, one half of it was. At 
least it was worthy of preservation at the expense 
of a few thousand dollars a year, This new and 
important state sought the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations with us; and he asked what the 
gentleman would have said if the President had 
refused, on the score of economy, to reciprocate 
the disposition of the Government of Belgium? 
With this Power, which possessed one of the most 
impdrtant ports in Europe, we had a valuable and 
a growing trade. If her overture had been refused, 
she would have been justified in refusing to us any 
commercial facilities whatever, or at least in rais- 
ing her tariff to our disadvantage. If this conse- 
quence had followed the refusal or neglect of the 
President to nominate a minister to Belgium, the 
gentleman would have pronounced upon the Pres- 
ident his unqualified censure. 

Mr. A. went into a view of our object in estab- 
lishing a diplomatic intercourse with the States of 
South America. Were we now to abandon those 
objects for which, after long and mature delibera- 
tion, we established these relations? And for what 
purpose should we abandon them? To avoid an 
expense of $4,500? After all the parade we had 
made in relation to the concerns of South Amer- 
ica, were we to renounce our connection with them 
merely for the sake of a small saving to this rich 
country? One of our objects was to establish a 
favorable intercourse with these States, and to 
guard it from the effects of European rivalry. Was 
it not important to us to procure our share of this 
vast and rapidly increasing trade, and must we 
sacrifice it to the rivalry of foreiga Powers for the 
sake of the important sum of $4,500 a year? 

Mr. A here entered into a full statistical state- 


> 


ment in relation to the trade öf different States of 
South America. cols DETERSE 

Mr. ADAMS here interrupted the gentleman 
from Virginia, by asking him how it happened ` 
that, in this appropriation, Colombia was over- . 
looked? It would seem that, since its important 
port was found, the State itself wag lost, ` 

Mr. ARCHER replied, that Colombia was now 
divided into three Powers: Venezuela, New Gra- 
nada, and Ecuador. At New Granada, we had 
now a minister, a citizen of Kentucky. We had 
an extensive trade with al] three of these countries, 
and, in his opinion, we ought to have a minister 
in each of them. He suggested reasons, in con- 
nexion with the unsettled state of the Governments 
of South America, which rendered it more impor- 
tant for us to maintain diplomatic relations with 
them than with any European Governments. 

In relation to the mission to Buenos Ayres, he 
explained that when our relations with that Goy- 
ernment were suspended, it was communicated to 
us officially that the negotiation would be renewed 
here, and that a minister would be soon sent to us 
for that purpose. A short time back, another - 
communication was received from the Government 
of Buenos Ayres, stating that a minister might be 
immediately expected by our Government. Under 
these circumstances it would not be proper to: re: , 
fuse the Administration the means‘of reciprocating 
the disposition of the Governmentof Buenos Ayres, 
Having made the explanation which the gentles ° 
man from Massachusetts required, be would re- 
peat, that when a missiod had been established: by 
the President, with the assent cf the Senate, this 
House could not, with propriety, interpose any 
objections to it, unless sumething should come to 


our ears showing thal some abuses existed in rè- . 


lation to it. B fore the President and Senate had 
acted, we might undeubtedly demand the reasons 
for which eur money was required. 

Mr. FOLK said he presumed the committee 
would bear in mind that this clause in the bill did 
not provide for any new mission. They had all 
been esta’ lished in the usual constitutional man- 
ner. Fle was anxious that the committee might 


get through with the bill and report it to ‘the ` 


House. Thereéa distinct vote could be taken upon 
each item. He therefore hoped the bill might be 
proceeded in without any unnecessary delay in its 
present stage. In the House the whole ground 
might be gone over. À 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS said, his object in making 
the inquiry which had been responded to by the 
chairman of the Committee on loreign Relations 
(Mr. Ancwer] was, to obtain information which 
might govern his vote upon’ this appropriation. 
it was but justice to say, that the greatest part of 
the explanation of the gentleman was of a satis- 
factory character. Butas to the mission to Buenos 
Ayres, to which his inquiries had been specially. 
directed, the explanation was not satisfactory. 
Before he alluded further to that subject, he would 
notice the opinion expressed by the gentleman, 
that the onus probandi, when negotiations were 
made by the Executive, lay upon the members of 
the House who objected to them. The gentleman 
was the last individual from whom he expected 
to hear such a doctrine. 

It was not consonant to the settled principles of 
our Government. In the discussions arising out 
of the treaty with Great Britain, (commonly called 
Jay’s treaty,) the relative rights of this House and 
of the Presidentand Senate were brought up under 
circumstances which interested the whole country. 
When the appropriations necessary to carry the 
treaty into effect were called for by President 
Washington, this House demanded that the in- 
structions under which the negotiation had been 
effected should be laid before them, in order that 
the propriety of making the appropriation might 
be determined. President Washington refused to 
furnish the House with those instructions. A 
resolution was then. adopted, declaring that the 
House, so far as regarded the appropriation of 
money required by a treaty, were not foreclosed 
by its ratification by the President and Senate. 
The doctrine of this resolution had been adhered 
to ever since, and had become a settled. principle. 

This principle applied with far more force to the 
appointment of a minister abroad.’ In the case of 
a treaty, a foreign Power was concerned as a 
party and many considerations should have weight, 
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which did not existin the case of the appointment | additional items to the bill, some o 
by the President and Senate of one of our own |i adopted, and others rejected. 
citizens to a mission abroad. | Mr. ARCHER said he was instructed by the 

Mr. A. went at length into thearguments which |! Committee on Foreign Affairs to move two or three 
i amendments, which he would now do, without 


had been employed against the appropriation for 
the Panama mission, to show that the House was | intending to discuss them at this time. They were 
not précluded from a decision whether a mission || accordingly proposed and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then 


Was necessary or otherwise. As to the proposed | 
appropriation for a chargé d’affaires at Buenos || rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 


f which were 


Ayres, the explanation was not satisfactory. He || House. 
was in.possession of a publication in the Spanish Mr. POLK moved that the bill, ag amended, be 
language, made by the Government of that Re- | printed. 


public, containing the correspondence between the || 
gentleman who had been charged with our interests 
there and that Government, which contained ob- 
servations requiring further explanation than had 
been given. He therefore moved to strike out 
the items providing for an outfit and salary fora 
chargé. d'affaires at Buenos Ayres out of the bill. 

Mr. WAYNE rose, but gave way to | 

Mr. MERCER, who moved the committee rise, |! 
which was negatived: 

Ayes 66, noes 8k. 

Mr. WAYNE proceeded to say that the impa- 
tience of the committee, at hearing a speech at so 
late a period of the day, admonished him of the | 
propriety of permitting the question to be taken. | 
But the earnest manner in which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had urged his 
objections, induced him to submit one or two ob- 
servations in reply to his views upon the power of 
the House to examine into the necessity and pro- | 
priety of foreign missiohs which had been estab- 
lished in the usual form. In the cases put by the | 
gentleman, he believed there was no member of 
the [louse who doubted the right of the House to 
interpose their opinions. But a broad distinction 
existed between those cases and the present: here 
was a mission, established and recognised year | 
after year by the Elouse. In these cases nothing | 
of that kind existed. The principle of the resolu- 
tion introduced by the gentleman from Tennessee 


Mr. EVANS suggested the propriety of print- 
ing also the amendments which had been proposed 
and rejected, to which Mr. Poxx assented, and it 
| was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, *y consent, moved that when 
| the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
| day next; which was agreed to. : 

The House then, at nearly eight o’clock, 
Adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, May 3, 1834. 
PETITIONS. 


| Mr. SILSBEE said he desired to present a 
| memorial from that section of New England which 
| Was extensively evgaged in the fishing business. 
| They complained of great pecuniary distress and 
_ pressure, and injury to their commerce, owing 
| to the removal of the deposites. He moved the 
i usual reference of the memorial; and, after being 


read, 

Mr. FORSYTH said he thought he understood 
that this memorial came from a district of country 
| engaged in the business of fishing, complaining of 
i the destruction of their commerce. We had heard 
i much of distress in the country, and we had me- 
| morials presented on the subject every day, and 
i honorable gentlemen here proclaimed that great 


{Mr. Pors] upon the Ist of April, 1926, relative 
to the Panama mission, which had been alluded 
to, could not be extended to the present case. The 
object of that mission was not the usual diplomatic 
intercourse recognised by the laws of nations. It 
was there proposed to send ministers to a congress 
of nations: here it is merely proposed to continue 
a mission long since established. 

Mr. W. replied to the other positions taken by 
Mr. Apams, with much force; when the question 
was taken, and the motion to strike out negatived: 
ayes 19, noes 102. 

The item providing outfits for a minister to Rus- 
sia and a chargé to Buenos Ayres having been 
read- 

Mr, ARCHER moved to amend the clause by | 
inserting outfits for chargés des affuires to Chili 
and Brazil; which, after a brief explanation from 
that gentleman, was agreed to. 

The item for salaries for agents of claims at | 
London and Paris having been read, 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS suggested that the office of 
agent for claims at Paris being no longer neces- 
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distress and reductions in the prices of various 
products was produced by the late méasures of 
the President. As to other great objects of in- 
dustry, the prices current showed how correct 
they were. He would ask the gentleman who 
presenied this memorial what the price of oil was? 
Mr. SILSBEE replied, that he had not taken 
much time to inform himself. He believed that 
oil was from 70 to 75 cents a gallon; what the 
ordinary price was, he could not say. It sold at 
from 90 to 100 cents by the small quantity, and 
| he would tell the gentleman that ships employed 
in the whale fishing had depreciated 25 per cent. 
He also hoped the gentleman from Georgia did 
not mean to say that he (Mr. S.) had occupied 
muon time in discussions upon presenting memo- 
rials. 
| Mr. FORSYTH did rot intend charging the 
i honorable gentleman with having occupied the 


| time of the Senate by speaking upon memorials. 


He would do him no such injustice; but healluded 
to all the gentlemen on that side of the House. 
As regarded the distress of the people of New 


prices: Mr. F. hoped gentlemen would look-at 
the prices current from the various parts -of the 
country from which these memorials come. He 
believed that persons doing business on credit 
might bé suffering embarrassment, but he denied 
that there was any distress pressing on the great 
objects of the country. 

Mr. WEBSTER ‘said that the theory of the 
honorable member from Georgia was factitious, 
and not real. But he thought the slightest refer- 
ence to the great interests of the whale fisheries 
would convince any man that it must be most 
affected by causes disturbing the general credit of 
the country, owing to the long credits which the 
business required, and therefore the gentleman was 
mistaken in applying his remarks to the people of 
New Bedford. The fishing business was almost 
: the sole business of New Bedford and Nantucket, 
j and the time was when, with no other trade, they 
| had from seventy to eighty ships engaged in it 
: beyond the capes of Good Hopeand Horn. They 
i must therefore deal on credit, and their cry was 
; not false clamor. But we were told by. honorable 
i gentlemen. that when the question was settled, 
| prosperity would revive. Well, a decision had 
i been made a month ago, by a majority of half a 
! hundred votes, that the bank should not be rechar- 
| tered, and yet the country is not settled, but is 
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| further from it than ever. 


Mr. FORSYTH replied, that he had not said 
| that there was no cause of distress in the country, 
i and that all the complaints sent here were false 
‘clamor. He admitted there was distress in some 
| pertions of the country, arising from the abridg- 
ment of banking accommodations, and the derange- 
ment of the exchanges of the country. He believed 
that distress did exist among business men whose 
accommodations had stopped, and where runs had 
been made upon banks having no metallic basis 
to support them. What he said was this: that 
there was no foundation for the @ry of distress, 
| when we looked to the prices of the products of 
labor upon the forest, the ocean, or the earth. 
And what were they? All the pricesshowed them 
to be as high now as they were this time last year, 
or higher than they were at the time when, accord- 
ing to the statements of honorable gentlemen, the 
country was overflowing with prosperity. ‘The 
prices current were so over the whole Uniied 
States. In Boston, on the 28th April, in the arti- 
cle of coffee, the prices were rising. [Mr. F. here 
; read from the newspaper report of prices current.] 
Now, as to the article of cotton in Boston, four 
thousand bales were sold on manufacturer’s ac- 
; count, So that all the manufactories were not 
stopped yet. New Orleans cotton thirteen to fit. 
| teen; flour in demand and scarce; and he hoped, 
|i when this news of the flour market reached New 
| Orleans, it would rise there. Fish and molasses 
as high as last year; sugar, prices firm, and sup- 
plies limited. Now, gentlemen said that the great . 
| necessaries of life were high, because the people 
| must eat. But here all the prices were given. The 
lumber trade, too, stood, in the same condition as 
| it did this time last year, when we were enjoying 


; Bedford, he thought the memorial said that ten 
| thousand seamen were affected by the act of the 
| Executive, and the honorable member told us that 


sary, it would be better to change the-name of the 


the most unbounded prosperity, 
allowance to that of salary to the consul. 


But the gentleman from Massachusetts said that 


Mr. POLK, after an explanation on thesubject, 
‘said that if any change of phraseology was 
regarded as important, it could be done when the 
bill came before the House. ` 

‘When the items providing appropriations for 
completing custom-houses at New London, Mid- 
dletown, New Bedford, Newburyport, and Balti- 
more, were read, 

Mr. McKAY stated at length the various sums 
appropriated heretofore for these objects and the | 
estimates made for their completion, and contended 
that in seme instances the amounts named in the | 
bill were larger than were necessary. After moving 
to reduce the amount at Middletown, which was 
carried, Mr. McK. said he. was extremely unwil- 
ling. to detain'the committee atso late an hour, but 
believing, as he did, that a profuse expenditure 
had been gone into on these subjects, he would | 
suspend the further motions he had proposed to ! 
make until the biil came into the House. Í 

Mr. POLK said there were a few amendments [| 
which he had in charge from the Committee of | 
Ways and Means to offer, which he could do pro | 
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the object for which the sailors were employed 
bore the ordinary price. Mr. F. said that from 
his experience and observation, 70 to 76 cents was 
a very living price for fish oil, and while it stood 
at that, the sailors would be engaged in the busi- 
ness. But it was said that the equipments of 
vessels was much reduced in price, and that a 
deficiency in the value of ships of 25 per cent. 
had taken place. But Mr. F. thought that upon 
eXamination, it would be seen that this was not 
founded in fact. The cries of distress were got 


came, butelsewhere. The heaviestery came from 
Baltimore, and there the pressure was extreme. 
He held in his hand the prices current in Balti- 
more, and from that it would seem that the prices 
were good. Fish, shad, were $6 50, and herring 
$3 50 per barrel; flour, sales of Howard street at 
$9 per barrel. The article of sugar he would ad- 
vert to for the benefit of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana, [Mr. Porrer:] it was $7 to $8 50; and he 
had heard a very large crop was sold lately in 


forma, in order that they might come up in the 
House. Mr. P. accordingly proposed several 


* 


Philadelphia at 8 cents. Tobacco $3 50. Cotton 
iQ; to 13—holders firm, and expecting better 


a 


up, not in the sections from which these memorials | 


he (Mr. F.) was mistaken in regard to the New 
Bedford people. What he (Mr. F.) stated was, 
that the persons engaged in the whale fishing, if it 
be admitted that the article of their pursuit in busi- 
ness is as high as usual, cannot be suffering dis- 
tress. But the gentleman from Massachusetts tells 
us of great rivalry existing in the New Bedford 
and Nantucket fisheries. And what were the ele- 
ments of this rivalry? Let us examine the sub- 
ject a little. The people of New Bedford and 

antucket are, beyond all doubt, unrivaled by the 
world in nautical skill and enterprise. But the 
case is different in other parts of the world, where 
the expenses of an outfit, &c., are very great. 
There they are much cheaper. But the gentleman 
from Massachusetts said that their business wag 
deranged, because they purchased on a credit. 
The materials were all there; and the only difer- 
ence was, that those who had not capital could not 
i get it. Mr. F. said his remarks applied to the 
sailors in that service, as the memorial referred to 
ten thousand sailors who were injuriously affected 
by the measures of the Administration. He be- 
: lieved that the sailors engaged in those voyages for 
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! a share of the profits of the voyage. Well, how ° 
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were they affected? The returns of former voyages 
were here, and the object of their enterprise was 
at the same price. Was there any difficulty in 
making investments, when the materials were 25 
per cent. less in price than formerly? 

But the honorable gentleman had referred to our 
predictions, that when this agitating question was 
settled, relief and tranquillity would be restored to 
the country. And he told us that it was settled by 
the other branch of Congress. Did that gentleman 
so consider it? Could he calculate that it was 
settled? What was the object of these memorials, 
and the speeches delivered upon them? Why, | 
that it should be unsettled until it could be settled | 
in a particular way. If honorable members had | 
been satisfied with the judgment of the House of | 
Representatives, and turned their attention to the | 

| 
i 


adoption of measures for the general good, it 
would have been settled; but they have entered | 
into the drama before the people with the Houseof : 
Representatives, and none with more force and | 
eloquence than the honorable gentleman from Mas- ` 


sachusetts, that the country must and should be i 
agitated. But, as far as it could be settled under ʻi 
Had |} 


the circumstances, it had been produced. 
nota manifest change for the better, in the money 
Had not stocks risen? 


KNIGHT,PORTER,SILSBEE,CHAMBERS, | 
EWING, SPRAGUE, FORSYTH, and POIN- | 
DEXTER, when | 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS moved that the special | 
orders be postponed in order to take up the resolu- | 
tion submitted by him some days ago, setting | 
aside Fridays and Saturdays for the consideration | 
of private business. The motion was lost—yeas | 
15, nays 18. | 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to pay for blankets 
furnished the militia of Michigan in the late war | 
against Black Hawk and his followers, which 
blankets were not charged on the company muster- | 
rolls and deducted from the pay of the soldiers 
who received the same. 

This resolution was agreed to. 

By Mr. POINDEXTER: . 

Resolved, That until the special order of the day, 
on the protest of the President of the United States, 
shal’ be finally disposed of, the Chair shall an- 
nounce the order on each day immediately after 
the Journal shall have been read. 


By Mr. SPRAGUE: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be || 


directed to communicate to the Senate a statement 
of the amount of fees accruing in each collection 
district in the United States, in each year, since 
January 1, 1829; the amount of fees paid at the 
‘Treasury, in each year, by those collectors whose 
fees have amounted to more than the maximum 
allowed them by law; the names and number of 
clerks and deputies employed by each collector 
who has received such excess of fees; the time 
when they were employed, and the amount paid 
each in each year. Also, a statement of the con- 
tingent expenses of each office where such excess 
of fees has been received, whether any allowances , 
have been made to officers of the customs for trav- 
elling expenses; and if so, the names of such offi- 
cers, and the times when such expenses were | 
incurred. And also, a statement of the names of 
persons who hold, or have held, several offices in 
the customs at the same time, since January 1, 
1829, with the date and time of continuance of: 


their appointment, and the amount of pay which | 


they have received from each office which they | 
have so held during the period aforesaid. iF 


Mr. BENTON, from the Com...ittee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, asked to be discharged from the | 


further consideration of the petition of Dr. Boyd | 


Reilly, in order that the memorialist might have 
the benefit of a more suitable reference. Agreed 
to. 
Mr. TYLER miade an unsuccessful motion to 
take up a number of bills from the other House; 
when, 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 5, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donetson, his Private Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the ‘Treasury Department, transmit- 
ting a report from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, detailing the gross amount of the 


i sales of public lands, in compliance with the reso- 


Jution of the Senate of the 28th April. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the report was order- 
ed to be printed. 


The Senate then took up the resolution submit- ! 
ted by Mr. Pornpexter, requiring all business to į 
give way to the consideration of the special order, |, 
i| in support of the President’s protest, and in- favor 
Mr. HENDRICKS moved to amend, by insert- | 


being the President’s protest. 


ing “except Fridays and Saturdays in each and 
every week, which days shall be devoted to the 


‘| consideration of bilis.” 


The amendment was advocated by Messrs. 


HENDRICKS, KING of Alabama, KiNG of | 


Georgia, KNIGHT and TIPTON; and opposed 


by Messrs. CLAY, CLAYTON,EWING,POIN- | 
DEXTER, SPRAGUE, and WEBSTER; and | 


was adopted by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Irelinghuy- 

sen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Al- 

abama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, 


i Prentiss, Shepley, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, |: 
| White, Wilkins, Wright—20. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Clay, 


i Clayton, Ewing, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
| dexter, Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 


Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—19. 

Mr. POINDEXTER “then proposed to with- 
draw the resolution; but this not being in order, 
he then moved that the resolution and amendment 
be laid upon the table; which was decided in the 
affirmative, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Clay, 
Clayton,.Ewing, Frelinghuysen, King of Ala- 


bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Moore, į 


Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, Robbins, 
Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Waggaman, Webster, White—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Linn, McKean, Prentiss, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wilkins, Wirght— 
15. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the War Department, transmitting 
the amount of expenditures in that department for 
1833; which, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, was ordered to be 
printed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolutions were severally con- | 


sidered, and adopted: 
By Mr. TIPTON: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the J udiciary i 
i be instructed to inquire into the expediency of |; 
| allowing to the heirs of Antoine Peltier, deceased, | 


the amount of theirclaim adjusted and allowed by 


i the State of Virgioia, for moneys advanced by said 


Peltier to the regiment of General George Rogers 
Clark, in the Hlinois country. 

By Mr. PRESTON: i 

Resolved, That the laws of the Territory of 
Florida be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. KING, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee on 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to credit the 
accounts of Uriah G. Mitchell, receiver of public 
moneys for the Cahawba land district, in the State 


which was received by said Mitchell at theland 
sales in a counterfeit bill on the Bank of the United 
States. i S 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Thomas Harrison; which was referred të the 
Committee on Pensions. Soe 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Eh Mitchell; which was referred id the same 
committee. h 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition. of 
Daniel Tomlinson, praying the passage of an act 
extending his rights as a patentee of some inven- 
tion in the currying knife; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. : 


; GENERAL ORDERS. 
The resolutions submitted at various periods 
for several days past by Messrs. CHAMBERS, 


PRENTISS, and SOUTHARD, were taken up 
and adopted, i 


SPECIAL ORDER, 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day, being Mr. Brsp’s 
amendment of Mr. Pornpexter’s resolutions on 
the protest of the President of the United States. 

Mr. WRIGHT then took the floor,.and ‘spoke: 


of receiving and recording it on the Journal; after 
which fated 
Mr. CLAY made some explanatory. remarks 


i| upon thecondemnatory resolutions, and the several 


| modifications which were made of them. eee 

Mr. CALHOUN then roseand expressed a wish 

| to be heard on the subject, and moved an adjourn- 

| ment, but withdrew the motion at the request of 
Mr. POINDEXTER, who gave notice that, with 

a view to bring this discussion to a speedy close, 

| he would, every day at one o’clock, move to pro- 

ceed to the special order, and postpone any other 

| business, even to the interruption of speaking; and 

that he would, for one, resistany motion to adjourn 

j| hereafter till five o’clock. 

|| Mr. WEBSTER coincided in opinion with Mr. 

| POINDEXTER; and said he had several memorials 

| which he wished to present after the discussion | 

| had terminated. : f 


T'he Senate, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER; 


| proceeded to the consideration of executive bus- 


| iness; and, after some time spent therein, 
The Senate adjourned. $ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 5, 1834. 


This being the day for the presentation of pe- 
titions, the memorial presented ‘from citizens of 


|| Georgia, by Mr. Wayne, on Monday last, was 


| taken up, and, on motion of Mr. W., its further 
| consideration was postponed till next Monday. 

The memorial of a convention held in the third 
| congressional district of Massachusetts, in favor 


Finance be | bep 
|; ferent course of policy may be instituted, and the 


of the restoration of the deposites of the public 
moneys to the Bank of the United States, which 
was presented last Monday, and was not then dis- 
posed of, being taken up, : 

Mr. OSGOOD said it was always an unpleasant 
task for a Representative to oppose the wishes of 
any portion of hisconstituents. Considering him- 
self as the organ of their will, he cannot, without 
many painful sensations of regret, find his own 
sentiments in opposition to theirs. But the diver- 
sity of human opinion, while mankind remain con- ` 
stituted as they are, must often render it necessary 
for him to gratify the wishes of one part of his 
constituents at the risk of displeasing the rest. 
Nor will he always be able to find out what the 
| wishes of a majority of his constituents really are. 
| As to the general course of his oficial duties, if 
| he has openly avowed his adherence to a political 
| party, if he has been chosen with a knowledge on 
| the part of his constituents of his political predi- 
| lections, hemay safely conclude that a concurrence 
| with the measures of his party will not be obnox- 


1 
i 
i 


i; ious to those who elected him. But a new state 


| of things may arise, unexpected events may hap- 


| pen, unforeseen measures may be proposed, a dif- 


| vote that sanctioned his adherence to his party at 
i the time of his election may fail to sustain’ him 


ij in this new juncture of events, and he will be 
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compelled to resort to some other criterion to de- | 
terinine the wishes of his constituents. If, under 
these circumstances, the nreasure proposed be one 
which excites little interest in the public mind; 
if, although it may involve consequences of great 
magpitude to the Republic, it immediately affects 
neither the persons nor. the property of his cop- 
stituents, he may be left almost without any mani- 
festation af public sentiment to guide him in his 
conduct., 


` haps event beyond its importance, if it touch the 
‘feelings of any particular class in the community, 
or rouse into opposition the adherents of a politi- 
cal party, he will be liable to be led astray by the 
overheated exertions of its opponents, and to mis- 
take the noisy clamor of a few zealous partisans 


for the real, sober, and permanent sense of the | 


community. And when the excitement has passed 


And if, on the other hand, the measure | 
be one which excites an interest equal to, or per- | 


these resolutions, and this letter of instructions, 
form the only means by which you can come ata 
| knowledge of the sentiments. of your constituents 
upon this point; and now, through these, they 
speak to you in a language that can neither be 
disregarded nor disobeyed. 

Well, sir, the question of a restoration of the 
deposites is undoubtedly, in some respects, a dis- 
tinct question from a recharter of the bank. In 
the nature of things there is no sort of connection 
or similarity between them. But it may often 
i| happen, that questions totally dissimilar in their 
nature, may, by the force of circumstances, be 
made dependent the oneupon the other. And such 
'| I took to be the case with these two questions of 
i| a recharter of the bank, and a restoration of the 
deposites. It is not that a man might not very 
consistently, upon abstract principles, vote for the 
oneand against the other; nor that many members 


+ 


away, and the momentary passions which created 


it have subsided, he will find, to his mortification | 


and regret, that, in obeying the instructions of self- 
constituted conventions, and in listening to the dic- 
tations of interested memorialists, he has over- 
looked the opinions of the less obtrusive but not 
the Jess enlightened portion of his constituents, 
that he has gone contrary to the wishes, and, what 
is more, to the welfare of his district. 

To come, then, to my own case, sir—for how- 


ever unpleasant it may be, we are almost all of us | 
compelled, at one time or another, to speak of | 


ourselves upon this floor. 1 was chosen, with a 


knowledge on the part of my consti‘uents, that I | 


should vote against a recharter of the bank. At 


any rate, if they.did not know it it was not my | 


fault, as 1 openly everywhere declared it. The 


recharter of the bank had been vetoed by the Pres- | 
I was nominated | 


ident long before my election. I 
by the friends of the Administration; | was sup- 


ported by the friends of the Administration, and [ | 


was:finally chosen as an open and avowed friend 
of the Administration.: The recharter of the bank 
was a question that could not have escaped the 
attention of those who were at that time about to 
choose a Representative to Congress. My own 
party, so far as I knew anything of their opin- 
ions, were unanimously opposed to a recharter. 
Those of the opposite party with whom I hap- 
pened to converse, and who afterwards, from some 
local difficulties in my district, threw their votes 
for me, expressed much indifference as to the fate 
of the bank. ‘They said it was a mere scramble 
for money, and they cared nothing aboutit. They 
elected me, knowing that I should vote against a 


recharter of the bank, and therefore virtually gave | 


me liberty to vote against it. 

If, under these circumstances, a part of my con- 
stituents, or a majority, if you please, had under- 
taken to instruct me to vote for a recharter of the 
bank, would any man say that I was bound to 
obey such instructions? 
round upon them and said, a year has not yet 
elapsed since you elected me with a knowledge 
that.L should vote against the bank, and now you 
instruct me to yote forit? How long must I sup- 
pose that these your new instructions will remain 
valid? Have l any assurance that you will not 
change your minds again before the vote is taken? 
And if you do, must Í change with you? Must] 
veer about with every current of wind that hap- 
pens to strike the political weathercock in my 
district ? 

The gentlemen, sir, who composed the conven- 
tion that adopted these resolutions and this memo- 
rial, and the letter of instructions, saw this thing 
in its true light. They would not undertake to 


instruct me upon a pointupon which my opinions | 


had already been sanctioned by a vote of my dis- 
trict. They knew that this would be carrying the 


doctrine of instructions beyond the bounds ofi; 


reason; that it would go to. the destruction of all 
consistency, I might almost gay, of all decency of 
conduct on the part of the representative. Well, 
sir, tacitly acknowledging the truth of these senti- 
ments, they would not undertake to instruct me to 
vote for a recharter of the bank. But they have 
instructed meto vote for a restoration of the depos- 


ites. The restoration of the deposites, I suppose | 


they would say, is a new question; the deposites 


were not removed at the time of your election; | 


| 
ji 
| 
i 


the sentiments of your district have never before 
been deciared upon the subject; this memorial, 


Might I not have turned `! 


here may not have done it with the purest inten- 
tions. But I will leave itto the candor of any 
man to say, whether, if a resolution for a restora- 
tion of the deposites had been carried through 
this House by a triumphant majority, it would 
not have tended to bring about a recharter of the 
bank? 


|| letter of instruction, [am at liberty to vote against 
|| arecharter of the bank. For either my constituents 
|| do not want the bank rechartered, and so have 
not instructed me to vote for it; or if they do want 
the bank rechartered, they thought, that under all 
the circumstances of the case, it would be neither 
liberal, nor manly, nor honorable, to instruct me 
to vote for a recharter. But what they have not 
done directly, they have done indirectly. What 


right to do in one way, they have done in another. 
Ifthey don’t wantthe bank rechartered, they ought 


1; which would tend to bring about a recharter, and 
defeat their own wishes; and so give me instruc- 
|; tions against instructions, in the very same letter. 
|, Or, if they do want. the bank rechartered, but 
|i thought 1 was so delicately situated that they 
ought not to instruct me to vote for a recharter, 
then they ought not to have instructed me to vote 
for a restoration of the deposites. Having given 
me the liberty of accomplishing a certain end, they 
‘| ought not to attempt to embarrass mein the means 
necessary to accomplish that end. Am Ito under- 
| stand that my constituents are unwilling that I 
i| should judge of the effect of measures upon this 
floor? Do they rate their representation so low 
that they are unwilling he should judge of the 
|| Means necessary to accomplish the end they have 
| sanctioned? Is he to exhibit to this House and to 
i the nation the mortifying spectacle of a man who 


|i ls he to adopta crooked, vacillating, inconsistent, 
‘| contradictory course; to go blundering on from one 
vote to another, without any regard to their ulti- 
mate effect upon the object he intends to accom- 
plish? It is as much the interest of my constitu- 
ents to preserve my influence and my dignity 
unimpared upon this floor, as it is my interest and 
i} my duty, and I willadd, my pride and my pleasure 
i| too, to preserve theirs. Whatever they may do to 
i| affect my influence here must affect their own in an 
equal degree. 1 shall endeavor to preserve both 
theirs and my own, as well as I can. 

If I had believed that the removal of the de- 
posites had been effected by a violation of the 
Constitution, if | had supposed that the President 
had assumed_any unconstitutional powers in this 
transaction, i would have willingly waived any 
il right E may have reserved to myself at the time of 
iI my election upon this great question of the bank. 
| I would have said with the friends of the bank, let 


us vindicate the violated Constitution, letus avenge 
| the insulted laws, let us show-to the country and 
‘the world that we will do justice, be the conse- 
| quences what they may. But such was not m 

opinion. After all the exertions of the friends of 
j the bank, they utterly failed to prove, in my appre- 
hension, any assumption of unconstitutional pow- 
ers on the partof the President. When the heat 
of this controversy has passed away, gentlemen 
will wonder that they could have ever carried their 
views to such an extent upon this point. They 
will wonder they ever could have denied that the 


i 


|| But, sir, according to this very memorial and | 


they have virtually acknowledged they had no | 


not to have instructed me to vote for a measure | 


| is obliged to defeat his purposes by his own votes ? | 


or the head of that department an executive officer. 
They will seethat the Constitution has placed the 
į executive power in the hands of the President, and 
| thatif Congress were to undertake to exercise any. 
part of that power, it would be in violation of the 
i Constitution. Now, sir, the raising and appropri- 
| ating of money is clearly a legislative act, and as 
| such has been wisely intrusted by the Constitu- 
i tion to Congress; but the paying over this money 
to the several objects to which it is appropriated, 
isas clearly an executiveact. Itis simply carrying 
‘into execution a law of Congress, and as such be- 
| longs to the executive branch of this Government. 
Now, in order to be able to pay over this money 
to the several objects to which it is appropriated, 
the officer who is to pay it over must have it in 
his possession; he must be the keeper of the pub- 
lic money, and the keeper of the public money 
must be an executive officer. He must, indeed, 
keep it and pay it over according to the laws of 
i Congress. But that does not alter the nature of 
ihis duty. It does not make it different from any 
other executive duty. The Executive is bound to 
execute all laws, in obedience to the will of Con- 
gres®, if he execute them atall. We need not go 
to Montesquieu, nor Sidney, nor Locke, nor to 
anybody else to prove this, as we have been some- 
times taunted by our opponents. It results from 
the nature of.our Government, and the different 
1] branches into which it is divided. 

But the Secretary of the Treasury, it was said, 
is bound to report to Congress. Well, sir, if we 

were to make a law to-morrow, compelling the 
|: Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Navy, or 
| the Secretary of War, to report to Congréss, would 
| that alter the nature of their respective offices? If 
Congress had done professedly and by name, 
what gentlemen say has been done in reality, if it 
had baptized this department by the name of Legis- 
lative, if it had called it the Legislative Department 
of the Treasury, the absurdity would have ap- 
peared upon the very face of it. f 

It seemed to me, sir, during this discussion, that 
the great error of gentlemen Jay in supposing that, 
because the Treasury Department might not have 
been constituted in just the same terms, upon just 
the same principles, or with just'the same powers 
of the other executive departments, that therefore 
it was not an execntive department. Why, sir, 
begging gentlemen’s pardon, I thought that had 
nothing to do with the question. The true ques- 
tion was, as I thought, what is the nature of the 
duties the Secretary is bound to perform? It 
makes no difference whether they are few or many; 
whether they are limited or enlarged; whether the 
Secretary is bound to report to the President or to 
Congress. What is the nature of his duties, was, 
as I thought, the only question to be answered. 
Now, it was well said, that they must be one 
of these three kinds’ they must be either legisla- 
tive, judicial, or executive. Well, sir, what are 
legislative duties? They must clearly relate to the 
power of making laws. Nobody will pretend that 
| the Secretary of the Treasury has anything to do 
i with that power. Is he a judicial officer? No 
| man will believeit. He must, then, be an executive 
officer. Why, sir, this department was estab- 
lished for the very purpose of carrying into effect 
the Jaws of Congress in relation to the public 
money, and, as such, is an executive department. 

Now, as to the degree of control which Con- 
gress may have reserved to itself over this depart- 
ment, that does not alter the nature of the case.. 
These departments are all the creatures of Con- 
gress. It called them into existence, and it can 
extinguish them in a breath. It can make and 
unmake these things called departments at pleas- 
ure. But having been established for the purpose 
of carrying into execution the laws of Congress, 
their respective officers become executive officers; 
and the Constitution having intrusted the superin- 
tendence of the executive branch of the Govern- 
| ment to the President, they become responsible to 
him, and he becomes responsible for them, to the 
people, for the faithful discharge of their duties. 
We were told, sir, that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is the agent of Congress. To be sure he is, 
sir; and so is the Secretary of State, the Secretary 
of the Navy, and the Secretary of War. But what 
are the duties this agent is bound to perform? To 
carry into effect the Jawsof Congress. And in so 


Treasury Department is an executive department, doing, he is performing those very duties whick 
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ence of the President. He is an executive officer, : 
and Congress cannot make him any thing else. ; 
This requires no illustration. Gentlemen may | 
talk tiil doomsday, but they never can argue us ; 
out of reason and commonsense. But | must do | 
them the justice to say, that this has been the most | 
desperate contest between the subtilties of lawyers | 
and common sense that ever I had the good or bad | 
fortune to witness. : 

Now, sir, as to this union of the purse and | 
sword, of which we have heard so much. What 
is a union of the purse and the sword? When the. 
same branch of the Government has the right of | 
raising armies and of raising money to support ` 
thosearmies. Has the President claimed theright | 
of enlisting a single soldier, or of raising a single 


i 
dollar of money by way of taxation, but under the | 
sanction of the laws of Congress? | 

Mr. Speaker, the gentlemen on the other side | 
will, in their cool moments, be ready to acknowl- | 
edge another thing—that the Secretary of the: 
Treasury had a right to remove the public depos- | 
ites from the Bank of the United States for good | 
and sufficient reasons, and that he has a right to | 
judge in the first instance of the sufficiency of those | 
reasons. Well, sir, if this be true, it was all Ei 
wanted to direct mein the vote I wasabout to give. | 
For if the President has assumed no unconstitu- 
tional powers in this transaction, if the Secretary 
of the Treasury had a legal right to remove the 
deposites, then I thought the question of their res- 
toration was merely a question of expediency on | 
the part of Congress. For, granting, by way of | 


argument, that the removal was inexpedient, it did |! 


not follow that the restoration ought to take place. 
If the President or the Secretary had committed a 
foolish act, it did not therefore follow that Con- 
gress ought to commit another folly. Let us sup- 
pose for a moment that the deposites had been 
removed for a notoriously insufficient reason; but 


that after the removal, and before the restoration, || 


a sudden calamity had befallen the bank, by which | 
it had become an unsafe place of deposite for the : 
public money: Would Congress be bound to re- | 
store the depdsites under such circumstances? i 
Certainly not.’ It might censure the Secretary; it | 
might give the bank damages for the injury done 
it; butit would not throw away the public money | 
by placing it in an insolvent institution. The ques- | 
tion of a restoration was, then, as I thought, a dis- | 
tinct one from that of the removal. And if. the 
bank was not to be rechartered, 1 thought the de- 
posites ought nottoberestored. For, under such | 
circumstances, a restoration could be of no benefit 
to the bank, and would tend to increase rather than 
relieve the distresses of the country. Why, sir, 
I was willing to take the story of the bank itself 
upon this question. What did the bank and the! 
advocates of the bank tell ug? That, unless the 


bank was to be rechartered, it must go on from ii 


day to day, from week to week, and from month 
to month, curtailing its business and contracting its , 
discounts, in order to be able to wind up its affairs 
at the end of its charter. Well, sir, what, under | 
such circumstances, would have. been the effect of 
a restoration of the deposites? Would it have en- 
abled the bank to enlarge its business by extending 
its discounts? Certainly not, sir, if what the bank 
told us was true, that it must continue to contract 
its discounts, if it was not to be rechartered; unless, 
indeed, it has the very singular faculty of enlarg- 
ing and contracting its discounts at the same | 
time. ` 

What, then, would have been the effect of a res- 
toration? It would have been simply taking the de- | 
posites away from banks where they can be dis- | 
counted upon, and where they are, to a certain | 
extent at least, discounted upon, and putting them | 
back into an institution where they could not be | 
discounted upon, but where they would be locked | 
up in its vaults, and withdrawn from the use of; 
the commercial community. How, then, could a: 
restoration of the deposites, if the bank was not to | 
be rechartered, have tended to relieve the distress : 
of the country? Shall we be told that it would | 
have effected this object by restoring public confi- 
dence?. Public confidence is a plant of a very deli- 
cate nature, and sometimes of a very slow growth. 
Gentlemen have been very successful in destroying 
it. Whether they can make it revive and germi- | 
nate again at pleasure, remains to be proved. A! 


i| and dismay was hanging over the horizon of our 


restoration of the deposites could only tend to | 
restore public confidence, in so far as it would | 
be a measure of relief to the community, and that 
it could produce no such relief I have already | 
shown. 

Again, if the deposites were to be restored with- | 
outa recharter of the bank, they would haveto be 
removed again at the end of the charter, and thus 
the country would suffer under the pressure of a 
double removal. 

it seemed to me, sir, that the discussion upon 
this question was one ofa very extraordinary char- 
acter. We were told that the whole country was 
upon the verge of bankruptcy and ruin; that dark- 
ness and gloom had settled down upon our present 
prospects, and that a still heavier cloud of disaster | 


future hopes. We were told that the country had 
been plunged at once from the heights of prosperity 
into the lowest depths of wo; that our merchants 
are broken; that our commerce is ruined; that our 
manufactures are abandoned; that the arts are 
paralyzed; that labor is without its reward; that 
industry has become no better than idleness; and 
that all about us is one wide-spreading scene of 
desolation and ruin. Nay, more, sir, we were 
told that the worst of the evils have not yet hap- 
pened; that the portentous signs of a revolution 
are shaking their horrid tresses in the sky; that | 
the elements are becoming convulsed; that the 
earth is quaking under our feet; and that, ere long, 
the fires of the volcano will burst forth, carry- | 
ing, in their awful train, destruction and death. 
And what, sir, have we been told is the cause of 
all these calamities? Is itthat Heaven, provoked | 
at our ingratitude, and wearied out with our ob- 
stinacy and crimes, is withholding its blessed in- 
fluences from us? Are the fountains of the waters 
dried up, and have the fruits of the earth been 
blasted ånd shrivelled under the burning influence 


of the sun? Has pestilence walked abroad through | 


our land, and changed the countenance of health 
into paleness? Nor,sir. No disease is destroying 
the health, no famine is consuming the lives of our 
citizens. The spring again returns to us in its 
loveliness, and the earth is reviving in beauty. 


I 
| nate one for themselves. 
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i according to their own principles, ought to: be 

| proposed and carried through this House; simply 

i because they doubt its success? I will give the 

| gentlemen more cred# for. their patriotism.’ If 
i they really believed the Constitution shad ‘been 


violated, and that our liberties had been- taken 


ii from us, they would not have stopped to calculate 


the consequences, to reckon the probabilities of 
success; they would have rallied around the'stand- 
iard of our liberties and the Constitution, witha 
determination to rescue them from the’ grasp of 
| the usurper, or perish in the attempt. “ha 
| It seems to me, sir, that the course pursued by 
į the opposition, on- this momentous: question, has 
i been a very disastrous one for the country; and I 
do not believe it will turn out to be a very. fortu- 
If one-half of what we 
| have been told, both in and out of Congress, be. 
i true, no measure has been proposed at all ade- 
| quate to the occasion. If the Constitution hasbeen ` 
| violated, and our liberties invaded, then the first 
measure ought to have been the punishment of 
| the usurper. But gentlemen have not chosen to 
occupy that ground. They have abandoned the 
| high and honorable course which, according to 
; their own principles was open to them, and have © . 
| descended to fight the battles of the bank, instead. . 
‘of the Constitution, Well, sir, if the removal of 
| the deposites has been effected by a violation of 
| the Constitution, their restoration by ‘a. vote of 
| two-thirds of both Houses, would show the disap- 
| probation of Congress of the act of the Executive, 
i and repair, in some measure, the injury done the 
i bank. But would that be sufficient? If the Con- 
| stitution has been violated, if our liberties have 
| been taken from us by the high-handed measures 
| of a usurper, is it enough merely to show our dis- 
: approbation of his acts, bat to leave him in posses- 
' sion of an office which he has abused, and which, 
‘if he beas bad as they represent him, he will abuse 
| again? Well, sir, having abandoned that ground, 
| the gentlemen have proposed a restoration of the 
‘ deposites. The restoration of the deposites has 
| heen the great end, and they have urged the viola= 
| tion of the Constitution as the means to accom- 
|! plish that end. The bank has been the first con- 


Has, then, a foreign foe invaded our soil? Have || sideration with the gentlemen, to which the Con- 


i| the minions of despotism come from beyond the 


Atlantic to ravage our fields, to burn our cities, to 
slaughter our countrymen, and to trample our 
liberties and Constitution in the dust? No, sir. 
No foreign foe has invaded our soil, and the sound 
of the trumpet is not- heard in our land. Is it, 
then, civit dissensions and internal commotions 
that have produced all these evils? Sir, the very 
fear of them had long since passed away. What 
is it, then, what is it, that thus, as it were ina 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, has plunged 
us at once into this gulf of wo? It is, say the ad- 
vocates of the bank, it is the act of one bold, bad 
man. It-is-he, who, with more than the cruelty 
of a despot, and the power of a monarch, has 
changed this scene of happiness into one of mis- 
ery. s 3 

‘And what remedy has beea proposed for all this 
evil? 


How are our liberties to be rescued from the grasp 
of this remorseless usurper? By restoring the 
public deposites to the Bank of the United States. 
Good heavens, Mr. Speaker, is this high-sounding 
prologue to a tragedy, thus to be followed by the | 
contemptible scenes of a farce? 
violated Constitution is to ke vindicated?) When 

the barriers of the law are broken down, and the 

usurper is riding in triumph over the field, are we | 
to sit here deliberating and coolly resolving that 
these things ought not soto be? When the foun- 
dations of the Republic are shaking, and the Con- 
stitution trembling under our feet, shall we cling 
hold of the Doric pillars of the bank, and hide our- 
selves in its vaults for safety? If gentlemen really 
believed what they said, why did they not pro- 
pose some measure worthy of themselves and the 
country ? Was there not one among them all, sir, 
who dared devote himself to his country, and, like 
the Roman of old, jump into this yawning chasm, 
to propitiate her angry deities? Shall I be told 


that the President has a devoted majority in this |! 


House, who will sanction all his measures? Has, 
then, the patriotism of the gentlemen come to this, 
that they will not propose a measure, which, 


How is the violated Constitution to bevin- || 
dicated? How are the insulted laws to be avenged? || 


Ig it thus that the |) 


' stitution is but secondary and subservient. They 


| why? Because, Í suppose, they will tell us there : 
is a majority in this House who will support nim 
| in his measures. What, then, have they done? 


i| Why, they have tried to get a restoration: of the : 


| deposites, and to relieve the distresses of the-com- 
i munity. And’ how have they attempted 'to effect 
these two objects?’ They have tried: to: effect a 


|! restoration of the deposites by irritating that very 


| majority upon which the restoration must depend, 
i and they have attempted to relieve the distresses 
| of the country by telling the nation that itis utter- 
| ly rained. They have abused the President to 
| conciliate his party; they have manufactured 
| panics to restore public confidence. Do they sup- 
| pose the nation to beso blind as not to see through 
| all this? Do they think to hide their designs by 
so thin a disguise? it is nothing but the old story 
of the ins and the outs. . They have dragged forth 
the old fashioned, lumbering stage coach of the 
| opposition, newly gilded and varnished up; they 
| have painted the bank arms upon its panels; they 
| have mounted the bank coachman upon the box; 
| and they have placed the bank footman, in livery, 
‘behind. And they are driving on, sir, at & very 
merry rate, amid the huzzasofthetown. All this 
i will do admirably well, as long as they are going 
over smooth pavements and macadamized streets: 
But when they haveonce fairly got out of sight of 
the exchange; when they have passed the bounds 
of the city, and left the suburbs behind; when they 
! have come out into the rough, uneven roads ofthe 
| country, give me leave to tell the gentlemen pas- 
| Sengers that their good-for-nothing, crazy old 
i vehicle, will break down, and leave them flounder- 
| 
| 


; ing in the mud. Nothing but the people’s line will 
| run there. 


| niary embarrassments, which they attribute to the 
| hostility of the Executive to the Bank of the United 


il have not attempted to impeach the President; and: - ; 
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‘States. Well, sir, [ will not deny that such em- 
barrassmentsexist. When my constituents come 
Here to memorialize Congress through me their 
Representative, that they aresuffering under pecti- 
niary difficulties, 1 will not stand up here to deny 
the fact. i will not pretend to know their own 
business better than they know it themselves. No, 
sir, I rather sympathize with them in their dis- 
tress, and will codperate in every measure which I 
may deem. expedient for their relief. But when 
this. distress. is not of a local, but a general nature, 
when it pervades not one district of the country 
only, but the whole country, | must entertain my 
own opinion as to its causes. It isnot, sir, that Í 
have any want of respect for the opinions of the 
gentlemen who have instructed me. Some of them 
I know personally—many. of them I know by 
reputation—and I will not pretend to put my judg- 
mentin comparison with theirs. But our opinions 
do not always depend upon ourselves, nor can we 
change them as we will. ; 

I know, sir, thatin having refused to obey these 


instructions, | have exposed myself to the attacks | 


of those who will be ready to assail my motives, 
and to denounce me as the hireling instrument of 
aparty. I shall endeavor to bear up against all 
such attacks, with that equanimity which it be- 
comes every public man to exercise in the dis- 
charge of those duties which must always, more 
or less, subject him to reproach. But if the gen- 
tlemen who have condescended to mark my course 
upon this floor for reproof, and to instruct me in 
my duty here, shall suppose that I am insensible 
to their wishes, or that I have lightly and incon- 
siderately disregarded them, give me leave to say 
they will do mea manifest injury. If motives of 
self-interest. had dictated my conduct, I should 
have pursued a very different course. No man, 
sir, can envy me the position in which I have 
paced myself, by disregarding these instructions. 

have been obliged to go counter to the wishesof 
many valued personal friends. Alone, without 
legislative experience, I have been obliged. to op- 
pose myself to my colleagues in office—to a dele- 
gation, which, in point of abilities, of eloquence, 
of learning, of every liberal and manly accom- 
plishment, will not suffer in comparison with that 
of any other State upon this floor; and with whom, 
whatever difference. of political sentiment there 
may -be between us, I shall always esteem it an 
honor to have been connected in the discharge of 
my duties here, But there are considerations above 
all feelings of personal affection, and personal re- 
spect, And if, after having deliberately formed 
my opinion upon a great question of public policy, 
after having maintained it for a long time through 
eil report and through good report—having re- 
fused to give it up in prospect of office, or rather 
having made the liberty of acting freely upon it the 
condition of accepting office—after all this, 1 could 
basely yield it up in apprehension of loss of office, 
I should. sink Myself in the estimation of those 
very men who have now, as I think, somewhat 
onwarilyr I will not say unkindiy, urged me to 

oit 

I believe the House will do me the justice to say, 
that I have not very early intruded myself upon 
their notice. And, now that Lamup, I will detain 
them with only one or two remarks more. I 
should be the last man to infringe upon the free- 
dom, or eveh the latitude of debate, on this floor. 
It is due to the representatives of the people, as 
well as to those who sent them here, that they 
should have the right of discussing all questions 
of public policy, and the conduct of public men, 
with a perfect freedom and plainness. Asa friend 
to the institutions and the rulers of my country, 
I would not shrink from any attack that might 
be made on the principles of the one, or the con- 
duct of the other. If they cannot stand attacks, 
if they cannot bear discussion, let them go down 
together, and be consigned over to. the ignominy 
and contempt of mankind. . But while everything 
must be yielded to the right of discussion on this 
floor, something may be expected of gentlemen, 
if not on the ground of courtesy, at least upon the 
score of decency and self-respect. And if they 
will undertake to brand the rulers of their country 
with all the epithets which the phrensy of a mad 
ambition may suggest, they must. be content if 
they only render themselves ridiculous, instead of 


injuring the object of their attack. . 


towards those who differ from them in the con- 


| avoid the evil; if, afier all, the calamity could not 


| bethe admiration and terror of the worid; give me 


| als of their inglorious existence than the sighs, the 


Especially would it become those who have 


trines subversive of the fandamental principles of 
this Government—doctrines tending to anarchy, 
sedition, and civil war—to exercise a little charity 


struction of constitutional questions; to learn a 
litle moderation at least, if not humility, from 
their own sad experience. ft was a rule with the 
ancient critics, that in his fictitious representations 
the poet should make the language used by his 
characters correspond with their situation: 

“ Telephus et Peleus, cum pauper et exsul, uterque, 

Projicit ampuilas ct sesquipedalia verba, 
Si curat cor spectantis, tetegisse querela.” . 

But in the theatrical declamations upon this 
floor, this ancient rule seems to have been wholly 
forgotten. If the gentlemen who have maintained 
those doctrines would condescend to bring down 
their language to correspond with.the position they 
occupy in the eyes of the American people, we 
should be much more likely to be affected by their 
arguments. 

But, sir, if it were true, as has been often as- 
serted here, that a Tiberius a Caligula, or a Nero, 
did in reality preside over the destinies of this 
nation, instead of the Chief Magistrate who now 
sways its councils with so much vigor, he would 
not be thus denounced and held up to public 
reprobation. Before such an event could happen, 
the spirit of liberty would have departed from this 
House and from this nation. ‘The suppliant ac- 
cents ef slaves would have been substituted for 
the bold language of freemen, and we should no į 
longer deserve our liberty; for we should not have 
the courage to assert it. Such was. the case in 
Rome, under Cesar; in England, under Cromwell; 
and in France, under Bonaparte. 

Bat, if gentlemen will still have it that they are 
suffering under the evils of despotism; if,*in spite 
of all the ribaldry and party abuse which is daily 
suffered to be poured forth against the rulers of 
their country, they will still insist uponit that they 
are subjected to the sway of an arbitrary monarch, 
I have one thing more to say. From my soul 1 
abhor despotism in all its form. By feeling, by 
education, by habit—in common, | trust, with 
every citizen of this Republic—I loathe the very 
name of despotism, in whatever alluring garb, or 
in whatever specious shape it may be presented to 


my view. But bad as it is,and deeply as I should || 


deprecate its remotest approaches to the rulers of 
my country, there is one thing, in my opinion, 
still worse, and still more deeply to be deprecated: | 
that is, a subjection to a proud moneyed aristoc- | 
racy. If it should ever be my misfortune to choose 
between them, I should not be long in making up 


my mind. After having tried every expedient that || 


patriotism could suggest or prudence dictate, to | 


be averted, | would say, give me the man who has 
raised himself to power, although it be upon the ! 
ruins of the liberties of his country, but who, at 
the same time, has encircied that country with the 
glories of an illustrious name—who has stamped 
the impress.of his own genius upon her arts, her 
arms, and her laws, and who has raised her up to 


him, tyrant, usurper, despot, though he be, rather | 


who have no ambition above the level of theirown 


sordid trade; who make their power the pander of |} 


their avarice; who-oppress their country when liv- 
ing, and who, when dead, leave no other memori- 


tears, and the groans of their fellow-citizens, 

Mr. Speaker, I have finished all 1 intended to 
say in presenting this‘memorial. It has been a! 
very painful duty to me, sir, for the first time that | 
Lever had the honor of addressing any legislative, | 
and, I may add, any public assembly, to be obliged | 
to stand up herein defence of my own conduct. 
But circumstances have compelled me to do it, and | 
if I have trespassed too far upon the indulgence of 
the House, my peculiar situation must form my 
apology. Butif,in thesentiments I have uttered, or 
in the language I have used, I have been betrayed ' 
by too much warmth of feeling into expressions 
which may seem to some to bear too hardly upon 
my political opponents, I can only say, I trust the 


| themselves been. denounced as maintaining doc- || 


ji 


| than a subjection toa proud moneyed aristocracy, |; 


House knows how to distinguish between personal 
and political hostility. For the former, I shall 


1 
| 


t 


i 


offer no excuse; for I feel that I need none. From 
the latter, | do not wish to be considered exempt. 
But we may all of us have something to forgetand 


| forgive. The angry clouds which nave been so 


long gathering in the national sky have flashed ~ 
their terrific lightnings athwart this Hall, and 
involved us inthe horrors ofthetempest. But these 


| temporary convulsions of the elements may, per- 
| haps, be but the salutary purifications of our polit- 


ical atmosphere; and though now the fears of the 
timid may be excited—though clouds upon clouds 
may close in the prospect, and settle down upon vs 
in the gloom of an impenetrable night; yet, ere 
long, the light will break forth—the thunders will 
die away in the distant horizon, and the mild 
evening-star of peace and conciliation rise over 
these troubled watersof strife. And when wego 
forth to behold the wrecks of the storm, though 
we may, perhaps, find some old oak torn up by 
the roots, or even a whole forest Jaid prostrate by 
the blast; though the Jabors and the habitations of 
men may have been swept away by the violence of 
the tempest—we shall find, if I mistake not, all 
nature reviving in fresh vigor and benuty; we shall 
find our liberties safe, the Constitution unimpaired, 
and the great principles of freedom springing up, 
in luxuriant abundance, over the whole land. 

Mr. O. concluded by moving that the memorial 
be laid on the table, and printed, with the names. 

Mr. OSGOOD presented a memorial from three 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-two citizens of 
Boston, approving of the removal of the deposites, 
and protesting against their restoration; which was 
read, and, on motion of Mr. O., laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, with the names. 

Mr. GORHAM presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens, merchants of Boston, inviting the 
legislation of Congress on the subject of gold and 
silver coins. Referred to the select committee on 
that subject. 

Mr. G. also presented two memorials of Russell 
Jarvis, of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, 
counsellor at law: the one setting forth that he has 
invented an improvement in the construction of 
boilers for steam engines; the other setting forth 
that he bas invented a mode of ventilating ships of » 
war and merchant ships; which memorials were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS presented a memorial of cit- 
izens, merchants, mechanics, and others, res:dent 
in Detroit, condemning the measures of the Admin- 
istration in respect to the Bank of the United 
States, and representing their effects as deeply 
injurious to the interests of the Territory of Mich- 
igan. Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BURGES presented the memorial of sun- 
dry mechanics and. citizens of Rhode Island on 
the subject of the currency and the United States 


; Bank, and resolutions adopted by the same. The | 


memorial was read, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PEARCE presented several memorials from 
different towns in Rhode Island, approving of the 
course of the Administration in reference to the 


| United States Bank; which were ordered to be 


printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. PEARCEalso presented resolutions adopt- 
ed ata meeting held in Centreville, county of Kent, 
Rhode Island, on the subject of the currency and 
the depression of business. Read, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial on 
the subject of the currency, from a number of citi- 


-zens of Newtown, Connecticut; which was read, 


ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

_ Mr. HALL presented a memorial from a por- 
tion of his constituents, of various occupations and 
professions, disapproving of the measures of the 
Administration in reference to the bank, and rep- 
resenting them as injurious in their effects upon 
the currency and the political rights of the country. 
Ordered to be printed, and laid on the table, 

Mr. SLADE presented a memorial signed by 
1,948 citizens of the second congressional district 
of the State of Vermont, on the subject of the cur- 
rency, with some introductory remarks. Ordered 
to be printed and laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of sundry 
young men, citizens of Burlington, stating that they 
are distressed in consequence of the removal! of the 
deposites, and praying their restoration and the 
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renewal of the charter of the Bank of the United 
States. Read, ordered to be printed, and laid on | 
the table. 

Mr. DICKSON presented a memorial from three | 
or four thousand citizens of Ontario county, New 
York, on the subject of the currency and the Uni- 
ted States Bank, and intimated an intention to call 
up the paper on Monday next, for the purpose of 
making some remarks upon it. i 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a memorial from 
sundry young men of the city of New York, 
praying the restoration of the constitutional cur- 
rency. Ordered to be printed and laid on the table, 

Mr. CLARK, of New York, rose and said: 

Mr. Presivenr: I am requested to present to 
the House the proceedings of a meeting held in 
the town of Seneca Falls on the 28th day of March 
last. The village in which the meeting was held 

„is one of the most flourishing in Western New 
York. Its extensive milling and manufacturing 
establishments necessarily feel the pressure which 
the memorialists admit is somewhat severe. 

Unlike many of the petitions and memorials 
which have been presented here, claiming to be of 
a no-party character, this meeting was composed 
exclusively of the friends of the Administration. 
Numerous resolutious were reported by a commit- 
tee of highly respectable gentlemen, all of whom 
I know; and I will embrace the opportunity here 
afforded me to say, that from the amount of bus- 
iness in which they are engaged, and their general 
intelligence, they are well calculated both to feel 
the full extent of the pressure and justly to appre- 
ciate its cause. One of the gentlemen composing | 
this committee is the sheriff of the county, another, 
Mr. Bayard, who presented the resolutions to the 
meeting, is extensively engaged in the manufacture 
of flour, an article which, it is said by the friends 
of the bank, has suffered most by what they are 
pleased to call the ruinous measures of the Admin- | 
istration. The report of the committee was | 
unanimously adopted. 

In pursuance, Mr. Speaker, of the duty enjoined 
by the rules of this House, I will very briefly state | 
the contents of such of the resolutions as apply 
most directly to the question which has agitated 
Congress and the nation from the commencement 
of the session to the present time. They resolve 


that the Bank of the United States ought not to | 


be rechartered ; 

That the deposite of public moneys ought not 
to be made in the Bank of the United States nor 
in any of its branches; 

That, in their estimation, the State banks are 
fully adequate to discharge the duties of fiscal 
agents of the Government; 

That they have full confidence in the resources 
of this country, and believe that its prosperity 
does not depend on the existence of any moneyed į 
institution; g 

That the firmness and patriotism of Andrew 
Jackson at this crisis deserves the lasting gratitude į 
of the American people. | 

They further resolve that the restoration of the 
deposites or the recharter of the bank would, in 
their opinion, be equivalent to a surrender of na- 
tional liberty, and that they believe the patriotic 
people of New York will be ready to endure any 
pecuniary privation rather than submit to the 
dictation of a great moneyed power ; , 

That the only currency recognised by the Con- į 
stitution is the hard-money currency, resting on 
the broad basis of the precious metals, and that a 
paper currency, subject as it is, of necessity, to a | 
perpetual fluctuation, is but the scourge of honest 
industry and the pander ofa pampered aristocracy ; 

That the efforts of partisan leaders and presses 
to produce a panic among business men, a scarcity 
of money, and generally to derange the currency, 
ig a species of political warfare peculiar to the | 
advocates of a great moneyed monopoly, and | 
deserving the execration and punishment of a | 
civilized community; 

That the recent combined attack upon the safety- | 
fund banks of that State, while it demonstrated | 
their title to public confidence was an unwarrant- : 
able assault, which, though severely felt by the | 
people of that State, was chiefly designed to affect | 
the distinguished statesman under whose auspices | 
the safety-fund banks were associated together for 


the protection of the public; . 
That the present pressure and scarcity of money ' 


j| uments due their ancestor. The petition was re- 


| of flour jn the city of New York; that the large 


| States. Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be | 
j printed. 


are not justly attributable to the removal of the | 
deposites, and would have been moresevere but for ! 
that timely measure; that they have proceeded, in 
some degree, from the tariff act of 1833, but more 
especially from the course and conduct of the bank | 
itself; the speeches and efforts of its partisans and: 
presses, all laboring with the common design of | 
creating a political and fiscal necessity for the | 
renewal of the charter of the bank. 

These, sir, are the sentiments of freemen, who 
would not violate the integrity of the Constitution | 
to prolong the existence of a dangerous rnoneyed | 
monopoly , and who will not permit pecuniary con- | 
siderations to control their judgments and actions 
on a question involving the prosperity of our free 
institutions. 

Subsequently to the period when these resolu- | 
tions were adopted, 1 have received information 
on which I can rely with certainty, that confidence | 
is again in a great measure restored; the different | 
kinds of produce rapidly rising in value; that 
wheat, the staple production of that section of 
country, was selling at 873 cents a bushel, and 
that a further advance was warranted by the price 


amount of business doing on the canals justified 
the belief that the toll this season will exceed that | 
of any former year. | 

The citizens of New York having recovered from | 
the pecuniary embarrassment under which they 
labored for a short period, will now have leisure | 
calmly to examine into the cause of the pressure. | 
If, upon that examination, they shall become sat- | 
isfied, as I believe they will, that it was produced 
solely for the purpose of effecting a recharter of 
the United States Bank, that institution, with its 
leading political friends, who have used it for party 
purposes, will receive the unanimous condemna- 
tion of an indignant and injured people. 


Mr. FULLER presented a memorial from citi- f 


zens of Livingston county, New York, praying | 
Congress to interpose for the relief of the country | 
from its present embarrassments by the restoration | 
of the deposites, and the renewal or continuation | 
for a time of the charter of the Bank of the United | 


Petitions were presented by Mr. WARD, and | 
Mr. C. P. WHITE. | 

Mr. WILLIAM TAYLOR presented a memo- | 
rial from a large and respectable meeting of the | 
citizens of Onondaga county, New York, approv- | 
ing of the course of the Government in relation to | 
the Bank of the United States, introducing it with | 
some remarks.. Read, ordered to be printed, and. | 
laid on the table. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. MARTIN- 
DALE, and SELDEN. | 

Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial, signed by 
six thousand inhabitants of the county of Oneida, 
praying the interposition of Congress for their 
relief from existing embarrassments, occasioned 
by the derangement of the currency, and recom- 
mending the restoration of the deposites and the | 
recharter of the United States Bank. Mr. 8.,; 
after some remarks, moved the reference of the 
memorial to a select committee, with instructions | 
to report a plan, in theform of a bill, for the estab- | 
lishment of a safe and uniform currency; which 
motion he submitted as a resolution. | 

Mr. BEARDSLEY replied at length to the | 
statements of Mr. Serpen; after which, without 
taking the question, i i 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, May 6, 1834. 


Mr. TYLER presented the petition of the heirs |} 
of Colonel William Campbell, a brigadier-general |} 
in the Army. of the Revolution, asking that a law 
may be passed allowing to them the pay and emol- |! 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 

Also, the petition of Zachariah Cox, asking į 
indemnity for property of which he was deprived | 
by certain officers of the United States, acting in |! 
their official character. Referred to the Committee || 
on the Judiciary. . 

And the petition of Jacob Weaver, praying re- 
muneration for certain lands granted by the State 
of Georgia, and afterwards sold by the United 


| was agreed fo. 


States. Referred to the Committee on Public ` 
Lands. Sees ge eS 
. Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of ‘the | 
chiefs of the. Pottawatorfie nation; which: was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of the widow 
of Richard: Waters, of Baltimore; which was re+ 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. g 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. KANE: è 

Resolved, That the Committee on. Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of refund- 
ing to Pierre Menard and Louis Valle, the amount 
of duties wrongfully exacted from them upon. 
goods imported into New Orleans in the ‘ship 
Mars, in the month of July, 1829. 

This resolution was agreed to, and, together 
with the documents, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

By Mr. EWING: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
to tranomit to the Senate còpies cf his orders to 
the Superintendent of the Patent Office of the 17th 
of October and the 10th of December last. Also, 
a copy of certain charges exhibited to him by 
Wiliam P. Elliott against said Superintendent for 
malconduct in office; witha copy of all the evi- 
dence taken by the commissioner appointed to in- 
vestigate said charges; a copy of said commission- 
er’s report; anda copy ofa letter addressed to said 
Superintendent, by said Secretary of State, dated 
the 28th March, 1834, touching said investigation: 

By Mr. TIPTON: ; 

Resolved, That the daily hour for the meeting 
of the Senate shall be eleven o’clock, till otherwise 
ordered, 

REPORTS. 


Mr. ROBBINS, from the Library Committee, 
reported a joint résolution, accepting the colossal 
statue of Jefferson, from Lieutenant Uriah P. 
Levy, of the United States Navy, and designating 
the spot at which it shall be placed. The resolu- 
tion was ordered to a second reading. for 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a joint resolution in relation to the trans- 
mission by mail of the laws of the United States; 
which was ordered to a second reading, $ 

GENERAL ORDERS. TI 

The resolution setting aside Fridays and Sat- 
urdays in each week for the consideration of pri- 
vate bilis, the Senate. refused to adopt: Yeas 13, 
nays 16. i 

The other resolutions. lying upon the table, 
submitted. by Messrs. :‘Wesster, TOMLINSON; | 
Srracvus, and Presron, were adopted. PH a 

The report of the Committee of Claims, unfa- 
vorable to the petition of Archibald W. Hamilton, 


The report of the same committee, unfavorable 
to the petition of Samuel Newell, was agreed to. 

The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, unfavorable to the petition of Bissell 
Phelps, and a similar report upon the petition of 


ij the heirs of Gabriel Green, were agreed to. 


Mr. NAUBAIN, adverting to the report of the 
Committee on Military Affairs which led to their 
being discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of Doctor Boyd.Reilly, moved that 
the petition and documents be referred to a select 
committee; which was agreed to.. Whereupon, 
the Senate proceeded to ballot for the committee, 
when the following gentlemen were elected, viz: 


i| Messrs. Nauparn, Linn, Kenr, Rossis, and 


PRENTISS. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read a first and second time, and 
referred: 

A bill adjusting the claims.of certain persons 
for the loss of property in the late war with Great 


| Britain, and the war with Black Hawk ‘and ‘his 


Indians; 

A bill for the relief of John Wilson; ` 

A bill for the relief of John S. Fleming, admin- 
istrator de bonis non of John Syme, deceased; - 

A bill amending the several acts in reference to 
the insolvent laws; : a 

A bill authorizing the renewal of a patent for the 
benefit of Robert Black; and - 

A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes. 

The following bills were read a third time and 


~ 


| passed: 
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<>A bill for the relief of. John H. Maguire; and |! 

_. A bill for the relief of John Webber. 

7 i SPECIAL ORDER. 
‘Ata quarter before the usual hour, (oneo’clock,) | 
Mr: POIN DEXTER stated that the Senateseemed | 
averse tu the consideration of any legislative busi- 
ness ‘until the protest had been disposed of, and 
moved to proceed to the consideration of the 
special order; which was agreed to. 

z PRESIDENT'S PROTEST. 


The Senate resumed the “consideration of the | 
special order, being Mr, Brnn’s amendment to Mr. | 
Poynpextrer’s resolution. | 

Mr. CALHOUN having the floor from the pre- | 

vious day, spoke at length against the protest of j 

t 


[i 
i 
H 


the President; and on concluding, 

Mr. BLBB withdrew his amendment, ** that the- ! 
protest be not received. ”? 

Mr. FORSYTH then spoke in reply to Mr. 
Ca noun, in defence of the course of the President, 
and in justification of the protest; and moved to 
strike out all after the word resolved in the resolu- ! 
tions, and insert the following: 
` 1. Resolved, That the message of the President, 
protesting against the resolutions of the Senate of 
the 28ih of March, be entered on the Journals, ; 
according to his request. | 

2. Resolved, That leaving to the States, to whom | 

H 
| 


the Senate is alone responsible, to judge whether | 
the resolution complained of is, or is not, within | 
the constitutional competency of this body, and | 
called for by the present condition of public affairs, | 
an authenticated copy of the original resolution, | 
with a list of the ayes and noes, of the President’s 
message, and of those resolutions be prepared by 
the Secretary, and transmitted by the Vice Presi- 
dent to the Governor of each State of the Union, 
to be by him laid before the Legislatures, at their 
next session, as the only authority authorized to 
décide upon the opinions and conduct of the Sen- | 
ators respectively. | 

Mr. FORSYTH, however, withdrew the amend- 
ment for the present, to enable Mr. CALHOUN | 
to offer the following as an amendment to Mr. 
Poinpexrer’s resolution: —. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
has no right to send a protest to the Senate against 
any of its proceedings. a 

Resolved, That the Senate do not receive the 
protest of the President., 

. Uponthesepropositions, Mr.CALHOUN asked 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON then spoke at some length 
against the principles contained in the protest, but 
in. favor of receiving the document. 

Mr. WEBSTER also followed briefly-on the 
same side, and moved that the questions be taken 
separately on Mr. Catnoun’s propositions. 

Mr. CLAYTON then expressed a wish that Mr. 
Carnon: would withdraw his second resolution. 

This Mr. Ç. yielded to, but it was opposed by | 


Mr, FORSYTH; and as it required the unanimous || 


consent.of the Senate to withdraw 

a CLAY moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The motion was decided to be out of order, (Mr. | 
Kine, of Alabama, in the chair,) on the ground 
that the two resolutions were one amendment. 

Mr. CLAY appealed from. the decision of the | 
Chair; and : 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays on the | 
appeal; which were ordered, and are as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Calhoun, Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grun- | 
dy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Geor- ! 
gia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Poindexter, ! 
Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, | 
Smith, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, | 
Tyler, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wright—34. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Clayton, Naudain, and | 
Sprague—4. 

So the decision of the Chair-was sustained. 

The question recurring on Mr. Catuoun’s first 

eresolution, was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: fie 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, Naudain, Poindexter,. Porter, | 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Sprague, | 


Wrebster—25. : 


Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alaba- 
ma, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Shepley, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. 
The question then recurring on the second reso- 
lution, was decided in the negative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clayton, Ewing, 
Leigh, Naudain, Poindexter, Robbins—7. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Clay, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hen- 


! of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, Moore, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, 
Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Tyler, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wright—34. 

The question coming up on Mr. Forsytn’s 
resolution, 


Mr. FORSYTH made a few remarks in sup- 


|i port of it; when the question on its adoption was 


taken, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
| Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
| bama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Shepley, 
Tallmadge, Lipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
| Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, 
| Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—25. 

The question recurring on Mr. Pornoexrer’s 
resolution, 

Mr. WEBSTER rose, and expressed a wish to 
be heard; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 

The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 6, 1834. 

Mr. MITCHELL. reported a bill for the relief 
of John Ashton. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. STEWART reported a bill for the im- 
provement of the steamboat navigation from Pitts- 
burg to Brownsville, Pennsylvania; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. BURGES reported a bill for the relief of 
Ephriam F. Gilbert; which was read twice and 
committed, 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, by unanimous 
consent, presented several memorials and resolu- 
| tions relative to individual claims; which were 

referred to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. HIESTER reported a bill to incorporate 
the Friendship Benevolent Society of the City and 


|| County of Washington; which was read twiceand 


committed. 


Mr, CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill direct- 


Chickasaw nation; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the House, by 
unanimous consent, took up the bill heretofore 
reported from the Committee on Territories, 
for regulating the election of the Legislative Coun- 


|| cils of Florida, and for other purposes; which was 


read and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The resolution heretofore presented by Mr. 
Manors, declaring that provision should be made 
by law for the deposites of public money in the 


‘| State banks, then came up, upon the amendment 


proposed by Mr. Corwin, declaring that the. de- 
posites of public money should be restored to the 
Bank of the United States. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, who was entitled to the 
floor from a former day, addressed the House in 
support of the original resolution, and in opposi- 
tion to the amendment. Mr. G. went into a vin- 
dication of the proceedings of the Legislature of 


Governor Wolf, in reply to the views heretofore 
expressed by Mr. McK enwan upon this subject. 
Before Mr. G. concluded, the hour appropriated 
to morning business expired, and, on motion of 
Mr. BOON, the House proceeded to the order of 
the day. : 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM KENTUCKY. 


Mr. SEABORN JONES, from the Committee 
of Elections, made a report relative to the contest- 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, | 


| dricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, King | 


ing the running out and marking the line of the | 


Pennsylvania, and of the views expressed by | 


{ 


| 


| decision was to be made. 


T. P. Moors, in which the facts relative to the 


election were stated in detail, The report con- 
cludes that Mr. Moore hus a majority of either 


44 or 49 votes, according as a certain principle 


should be recognised or rejected, and recommends 
the adoption of two resolutions, importing, in sub- 
siance— . 

1. That Tuomas P. Moore is entitled to the 
seat in the House, from the Fifth Congressional 
District of Kentucky. 

2. That R. P. Lercrer shall be entitled to the 
compensation of a member of Congress during his 
attendance on the House the present session. 

After the report had been read— 

Mr. JONES moved that the further considera- 
tion of. this subject be postponed until. Tuesday 
next, and that the report be printed. 

Mr. BANKS moved to amend the preposition 
to print, by ordering the evidence to be printed. 

Lhe SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 


‘| man from Georgia, [Mr. Jongs,] would accept the 


amendment as a modification of his motion? 

Mr. JONES said he could not, agreeably to his 
instructions from the Committee of Elections, ac- 
cept the amendment. The evidence in this case 
amounted to 1800 pages. If thisamendment was 
adopted, judging from the progress of the printing 
ordered by the Fouse, the papers would not be 
printed and the case prepared for investigation, 
during the present session. The evidence might 
be printed by the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, but it would not be possible for the members 
of the House to investigate the testimony during 
the next session. He felt justified in making this 
statement from the time taken in the investigation 
by the committee. Though it had permission to 
sit during the sessions of this House, and the can- 
didates had furnished them with complete abstracts 
of their objections, the committee had not found 
themselves able to report until this time. If it is 
expected that the members should wade through 
this immense mass of papers, he could not per-- 
ceive the advantage of referring the question to the 
committee atall, Almost the whole of the session 
had been spent in ascertaining the facts which were 
stated in the report. He could not consent to put 
the nation, under these circumstances, to the great 
expense of printing these papers. 

Mr. HARDIN said, though there were eighteen 
hundred pages of manuscript, he had satisfied him- 
self that it would not make more than two hundred 
and fifty printed pages. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Jonzs] had some days past apprized him 
that it was not proposed by the committee to re- 
commend the printing of the testimony. He had 
inquired of the printer of the House how long it 
would require to have this testimony printed, and 
was informed that it could be done at the rate of 
one hundred pages a day. The whole might, 
therefore, be printed in less than three days. It 
appeared by the report that many votes had been 
excluded upon principles, the application of which 
depended upon contested facts. There were ques- 
tions of residence, of infancy, of double voting, 
and a variety of matters of fact which could not be 
properly decided without knowing the testimony. 
One person might take one view of it, another per- 
son another view. He was not to take opinions 
upon trust. He must examine these papers for 
himself. This question had agitated the State of 
Kentucky from one end to the other. It involved 
the most important right of the citizen—the right 
of suffrage. It could not be properly decided, un- 
less the documents were furnished, upon which 
And he must be per- 
mitted to say, that among the various parties Into - 
which the House was divided—of which he enu- 
merated six or seven—there was upon the com- 
mittee no individual of the party to which Mr. 
Letcher belonged. 

Mr. HARDIN inquired of the Clerk whether 
the evidence had been reported ? 

Mr. JONES remarked that the evidence had not 
been reported, but it was in the committee-room, 
and could be brought down for the inspection of 
gentlemen. i 

The remainder of the day was occupied in dis- 
cussing the question of printing all the documents 
connected with the subject, which prevailed, and 
the subject was postponed to Tuesday next. 

. The House then adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 17, 1834. 


IN SENATE, 
Wennespay, May 7, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting astatement ofthe salaries and compensation 
allowed to officers in the collection of the revenue, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate. 

‘The leier and accompanying documents were, 
on motion of Mr. SILSBEE, ordered to beprinted. | 
ioi PETITIONS. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from Cap- 
tain Henry M. Shreve, the inventor of steam snag- 
boats. The petitioner states that he had been 
successfully engaged in removing obstructions in 
rivers flowing through the valley of the Missis- | 
sippi, and had opened a navigation in Red river, 
particularly thought to be impractible, ata com- 
paratively trifling expense. [Ee stated that a pre- 
mium of one thousand dollars had been offered by 
the Government to the inventor ofa boat calculated 
to effect these purposes, and that sum had been 
paid to an individual for a machine which had 
proved utterly useless. The petitioner did notask 
the reward for his successful invention in money, 
bat merely for the privilege of locating near the 
theater of his own enterprise, 25,000 acres of land 
at the Government price of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre. The petition was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS. 

Mr. SHIEPLEY, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, made a report. | 
y GENERAL ORDERS. 

The following bills were read a third time, and | 

assed: 

A bill for the relief of John Shackford; 

A bill appropriating $20,000 for a road com- | 
mencing opposite to Memphis, in the State of | 
Tennessee, to Little Rock, in Arkansas Territory ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- | 
sentatives of John Rose, senior, deceased; and 

A bill for relief of Charles Burkham and others. 


` RESOLUTIONS. 
- The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr, CLAY, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report, as soon as practicable, to 
the Senate the amount of duties received and 
accrued cn foreign imports during the first quarter 
of the year 1934, with a table showing the com- 
parative amount of that quarter, and the corre- 
sponding quarter of the year 1833, and distinguish- | 
ing between the amounts accrued or received at 
each port. > 

Resolved, That he communicate to the Senate 
whether anything has happened since his annual 
report was made at the commencement of the pres- 
ent session of Congress, to vary, in his opinion, | 
the estimate contained in the said report, of the 
proceeds of the duties on foreign imports for the 
year 1834. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the special 
order, being Mr. Porxpexrter’s resolution, as 
amended by Mr. CALHOUN. 

Mr. WEBSTER spoke at length in favor of the 
resolutions as amended by Mr. Catuowun’s reso- 
lations. 

Mr. BENTON then rose and spoke in reply, 
and against the resolutions and amendment. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he had intended to 
have delivered his sentiments upon this occasion, 
but declined doing so from a wish to get at the 
legislative business of the Senate, and asked that 
the question might be taken. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked that the question might ; 
be taken by yeas and nays; which were ordered. | 


Mr. FORSYTH asked that the question might |; 


be taken separately ;and before doing so, he wished 
to make some remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster.] 
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Vou. 1..,.No. 24, : 


Mr. BROWN then, at a quarter past four 
o’clock, moved that the Senate adjourn; and upon 
this question 

Mr. CLAY asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the motion for adjournment 
negatived by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Grun- 
dy, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Peters Shepley, Tallmadge, White, Wright— 


12. a 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hil, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard, Sprague, Stitt, Tipon, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Waggaman, Wilkins—27. 

Mr. FORSYTH then spoke at some length in 
reply to Mr. Wexzster, to which Mr. W. rejoined; | 
when the question was taken on the adoption of 
the first resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the protest communicated to the 
Senate by the President of the United States as- 
serts powers as belonging to the President which 
are inconsistent with the just authority of the two 
Houses of Congress, and inconsistent with the 
Constitution of the United States— 

And decided in the affirmative by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Knight, 
Kent, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Por- 
ter, Rrentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Waggaman, Webster—28. 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, King 
of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Shepley, ‘Tallmadge, 
Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—16. 

‘Lhe question recurring on the following resolu- 
tions, to wit: 

Resolved, That while the Senate is, and ever will 
be, ready to receive from the President all such 
messages and recommendations as the Constitution 
and laws and the usual course of public business 
authorize him to transmit to it, yet it cannot recog- 
nise any right in him to make a formal protest 
against votes and proceedings of the Senate, de- 
claring such votes and proceedings to be illegal and 
unconstitutional, and requesting the Senate to enter 
such protests on its Journals. ; 

Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach 
of the privileges of the Senate, and that it be not 
entered on the Journals. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
has no right to send a protest to the Senate against 
any of its proceedings— 

Was decided, yeas 27, nays 16; being deter- 
mined by the same vote taken upon each resolu- 
tion separately, which was given upon the first 
resolution. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. | 
HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That for the remainder of the session, || 
the Fridays and Saturdays of each and every week | 
shall bedevoted exclusively to the consideration of l 
bills. 

Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that heshould, j! 
on Friday, call up the report of the committee on | 
the Rhode islang contested election. 

On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, at 5 o’clock, |/ 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || 
Wepnespay, May 7, 1834. j 

Mr. W HITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | 
mittee on Claims, which was instructed to inquire || 
into the expediency of making compensation to ij 
certain contractors for work done on the Cum-: 
berland road, west of Zanesville, in the State of: 
Ohio, made a report, in part, which was read; | 
when it was et 
Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making jj 
compensation to certain contractors who have |j 


applied to the Secretary of War for that. purpose, 


for work done on the Cumberland'road, east. of 
Zanesville, in the State of Ohiv, or for materials 
furnished for said road., And, also, that. the 
papers furnished by the engineer department, in 
certain cases enumerated, be referred to said com- 
mittee. ` : 


Mr. EVANS reported a bill granting a pension 
tojIsaac Carter, and a bill granting a pension’to 
John Iredell. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. GAMBLE obtained leave to submit the - 
following reSolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the whole number 
of cadets that have been admitted to the Military 
Academy at West Point since its first organization 
to the present time; how many are there at pres- 
ent; the number that have graduated; how many 
have been commissioned, and are now in commis- 
sion in the Army, and the number that is neces- 
sary to be kept there to supply the vacancies that. 
ordinarily occur in the Army; also, the number of. 
supernumerary cadets, with the rank of lieutenant; 
who are in the pay of the Government and not in 
command, $ 


Mr. EWING asked the unanimous consent: of 
the House to submit a resolution calling upon the 
Secretary of War for information relative to pen- 
sions; and an objection being made, he moved 
the suspension of the rules; which motion was 
rejected, 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee onwRoads 
and Canals, reported a resolution directing that the 
report of Charles Elliot, engineer of the State of 
Pennsylvania, in relation to the plan of the pro- 
posed bridge across the Potomac, be referred to: 
that committee and printed. Agreed to. ai 

The House resumed the consideration of the _ 
resolution submitted by Mr. Mannis in relation to 
the deposites, together with the amendment offered’ 
by Mr. Conwy, declaring the reasons of the Sec» : 
retary of the Treasury for removing the deposites 
to be unsatisfactory and insufficient... 004 

Mr. GALBRAITH resumed “his remarks in: 
reply to his colleague, [Mr. McKxwwan,] and in 
support of the course of the Administration in: 


| respect to the Bank of the United States: Mr, G. 


spoke, without concluding, till the expiration of. 
the hour, when the House proceeded to the orders. : 
of the day. ‘ : p 

The bill equalizing the representation of the 
Territory of Florida; and for other purposes, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate to revive an act to grant 
preémption rights to certain settlers was taken up 
and postponed till Tuesday next. , 

The bill to regulate the value of certain foreign 
silver coins was postponed till Tuesday next, and 


| made the special order for that day. 


The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States to certain Indian reservations 
was postponed, 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Armstrong 
Bailey was read a third time and passed. 

A jeint resolution for watering the Pennsylvania, 
avenue was taken up. i 


Mr. POLK moved its postponement till Tues- 
day, as the avenue had been well watered lately. 
Agreed to. 5 


CLAIMS ON FRANCE. 


The bill to extend the time for enabling the 
commission to carry into effect the convention 
with France was taken up. : 

Mr. ARCHER explained the object of the bill, 
The term for which the commission was instituted 
was about to expire; and as its business was 
incomplete, it was necessary to extend it... He 
referred the House, for a view of the state of the 
business of the commission, to a report from their 
secretary; which, at bis request, was: read from 
the Clerk’s table. At. the. same: time he felt 
bound to inform the House that information was 
this morning received that the French Chamber 
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-of Deputies had’ rejected the bill making appro- 
priations for carrying the convention Into effect. 
‘Phe vote was a very hice one, and so far from 
rendering this. bill unnecessary, it augmented its 
necessity. We ought not to present loose and 
indefinite claims to the French Government, but 
have them ascertained and proved in the most 
sat:sfactory manner. 

Mr. REED. supported the bill on the ground 
that it was necessary to enable claimants to pro- 
eure papers from France, which were necessary 

. to the establishment of their claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON could, he said, speak 
with confidence of the assiduity of the commission 
in their application to business. It was indispen- 
sable to the claimants to be allowed time to procure 
documents from France. 

Mr. McKAY said he could satisfy the House 
that the bill was unnecessary. We bad informa- 
tion, by letters from New York, that the French 
Chamber of Deputies had refused the appropria- 
tion by a vote of 168 to 176, and tat two of the 
-French Ministry had thereupon resigned. If this 
was true, and there was no doubt of it, would it 
be proper for us, on our part, togo on and attempt 
to prove the claims? [t was also ascertained that 
a number of papers necessary to the prosecution 
of the claims, and which, by the convention, the 
French Government was bound to furnish, had 
been refused to us.. Now, if the French Govern- 
ment had refused to fulfil two of the most essential 
articles of the treaty, it was equivalent to a decla- 
ration on their part, that they would execute no 
part of the treaty. He hoped the subject would 
be postponed for ten days, to see whether our 
information was true. If it should be ascertained 

_ thatthe French Government have refused to ex- 

ecute the. treaty, there would be no propriety in 

continuing the commission. f 

MraBURGES said, that one fact was disclosed 
by the proceedings in the French Chamber of 
Deputies on this subject, and that was, that it was 
absolutely necessary to asceriain the amount of 
the claims. The ground taken by the opponents 
of the appropriation in France wag, that the sum 
of twenty-five millions of francs was too large for 
our claims. It would be found, through the com- 
mission, that the amount of claims was three 
or four times larger than the sum allowed, even 
without interest, and that objection to the appro- 
priation would be silenced. , 

Mr. BARRINGER concurred entirely, he said, 
with his colleague, (Mr. McIfay,] in his views of 
the subject. We had acted prematurely in insti- 
tuting a commission before we had got possession 
of the materials upon which it was to act. For 
want of materials the commission had not been in 
session half of the time since it was established. 
If we had first collected the materials, and then 
established thecommission, its business would have 
been despatched in twelve months; whereas it has 
now been two years in existence, and the papers 
were still to be got. Fle would like to know what 
assurance we had that it would be any better two 
years hence if we passed this bill? His opinion 
‘was, that we ought to suspend the commission 
until France was'ready to execute the treaty, and 
until the claimants were ready to present their 
claims, and then it could be revived, and the busi- 
ness completed in from three to six months. He 
moved to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject till Tuesday next, when he hoped the 
House would suspend instead of extending the 
commission. i 

Mr. WILDE said we might as weil take the 
uestion now as next Tuesday; for nothing in the 
interval was likely to transpire which would alter 
the opinion of the Liouse. ; S: 

‘The motion to postpone was rejected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to limit the term of extension to 
six months. What assurance had we that the 
French Government would give up the papers at 
all? Next year we might have thesame argument 
for the prolongation of the commission, as now. 
It was useless for us to go on until it was ascer- | 
tained whether France would execute the treaty 
or not. : 

Mr. WILDE explained that the papers referred | 
to were in possession of the Council of Prizes; and | 
it was notto be expected that they would give up 


Í but how was the obligation on the part of the Ex- 


the originals. But they did not refusecopies. The 


whole contest between us and the French Govern- 
ment; on this point, was, at whose expense the 
copies should be furnished. - 

Mr. WAYNE said the true question was, 
whether we should deprive ourselves of one of the 
means of coercing the payment of these long out- 
standing claims. If we suspended our action on 
the subject, we would enable the Chamber of 
Deputies or the King to say that it was unneces- 
sary for them to hasten their action. He was 
unwilling to do anything which would give coun- 
tenance to the supposition, on the part of France, 
that the American Congress had abandoned the 
pursuit of these claims. The reason for the rejec- 
tion of the appropriation by the Chamber of Dep- 
uties had reference, he said, to the state of parties 
in that body, the party opposed to the King and 
the Ministry having the majority. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked, that there was no 
difficulty with the executive department of the 
French Government on this sgbject; for it had 
manifested every disposition to comply with its 
engagements. He did not consider that we were 
authorized, by a mere rumor that the Chamber had 
refused the approptiation, to suspend our action 
in relation to the treaty. The rumor was an 
additional reason for passing the bill. It was not 
expedient to give the French Government an 
opportunity to say that it was useless to send the 
document, because the board is suspended by our 
act. i 

Mr. ADAMS said, the extension of this com- 
mission, either for six months or twelve months, 
was a smali matter compared with the importance 
of pursuing the proper course. The information 
which had been given as to the vote of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, furnished strong additional rea- 
sons for pursuing this course. In the intercourse 
between nations, relative to their difficultiess that 
pation which has right on its side must always 
presume that justice will be done. Especially it 
must be presumed that no nation will violate a 
solemn treaty. ‘The proceedings of the Chamber 
of Deputies, which had been referred to, were not 
a violation of the treaty. It was only a refusal on 
the part of one branch of the French Government 
to furnish the money to pay the indemnity at this 
time. Is this a sufficient reason for refusing to 
ascertain the extent of the losses of our citizens? 
On the contrary, it was a strong additional reason, 
because if the French Government shall persevere 
in refusing to carry the treaty into effect, it gives 
us aright to demand indemnity for the whole losses 
of our citizens, which would probably amount to 
a hundred millions of francs, instead of the twen- 
ty-five proposed to be paid by the treaty. The 
course of the Chamber of Deputies, therefore, 
afforded the strongest reason for ascertaining the 
amount. He would prefer increasing the time to 
two years, rather than limiting it to six months. 
The difficulties which had arisen with regard to 
evidence would, probably, be disposed of, as well 
as all the other difficulties arising upon this sub- 
ject. In the intercourse between nations; there are 
mollia tempora fendi, when they are induced to 
extend that justice to each other which at other 
times may have been refused. He concluded by 
expressing his hope that the amendment would 
not be adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, he had ho doubt but the 
commissioners had faithfully discharged their duty, 
so far as lay in'their power. But it seemed there 
was a difficulty for want of evidence, which the 
French Government had refused to furnish. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Ancien] intimates 
that it was no part of the duty cf the Chamber of 
Deputies to furnish this evidence, This was true; 


ecutive Government of France? 

Mr. ARCHER said, he was not aware that any 
obstacle had been interposed by the Government 
of France to the procuring of evidence. A ques- 
tion had been raised whether the French Govern- 
ment, or our own, should bear the expense of 
transcribing the archives necessary, but nothing 
prevented individuals from obtaining evidence but 
the experse. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ifthe Government of France 
was not to blame, the individual claimants were, 


for the delay in not furnishing evidence. The 
question before the House.was, whether the time | 
should be prolonged by the bill six months or i 


twelve months. His object was not to interpose 
any delay, but to carry the whole subject forward 
to the next session of Congress; when the facts 
will have been fully ascertained. Where the blame 
for delay belongs can then be known. 

Mr. REED said that in the Jaw under which 
these commissioners were appointed as it was 
originally reported, the time was fixed at three 
years. At the solicitation of the claimants, it was 
reduced to two years. They had always been 
anxious to avoid delay. The truth was, there was 
no blame anywhere. It was impossible to tell 
antil the cases were stated together, what evidence 
would be necessary. Sometimes there were a 
dozen or twenty separate claims arising out of dif- 
ferent shipments by the same vessel. Each of 
these claimants could not ascertain beforehand 
whether the proof of condemnation was sufficient. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Wiii1ams, which was lost without a 
count. ; 

The bill then passed without a division. 


The bill supplementary to the act for carrying 
into effectthe convention between the United States 
and the King of the Two Sicilies, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Various bills and resolutions upon the Speaker’s 
table were postponed; when the House took up 
the 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Upon concurrence with the various amendments 
which had been made in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment striking out the additional al- 
lowance of $500 proposed to be given to the Chief 
Clerk in the-Department of State, was concurred 
in without a division. : 

The item providing for an additional clerkship 
in the Department of State, which had been struck 
out in the committee, was then read. 

Mr. JARVIS expressed a hope that the House 
would not concur with the committee in this 
amendment. l 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no inclination to re- 
sume the debate which had occupied so much time 
in committee, but would ask the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The amendment striking out the item was car- 
ried—yeas 90, nays 62. 

Various amendments of phraseology were also 
concurred in. i 

The item appropriating $2,600 for supplying 
book-cases and fire-bags for placing papers in, in 
the Land Office, in a situation to be secured in case 
of fire, having been struck out in committee, the 
House concurred in the amendment. 

The item appropriating $2,500 for additional 
clerk hire, to bring up arrears, &c., in the office of 
the Attorney General, in Ohio, Indiana, and Mich- 
igan, which was struck out in committee, having 
been read— 

Mr. POLK said the item was struck out on his 
motion, but subsequent information had satisfied 
him that the appropriation was necessary. He 
therefore hoped the House would not concur in 
the amendment. . 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CLAY and 
VANCE, the question was taken, and the amend- 
ment non-concurred in without a division. 

Theitem appropriating $3,000 for compiling and 
printing the laws of the ‘Territory of Arkansas, 
which was inserted in committee, having been 
read— 

Mr. HARDIN objected to its adoption, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. DUNCAN, 
E. WHITTLESEY, JOHN Q. ADAMS, and 
WHITE, the question was taken, and the amend- 
ment concurred in—ayes 126, noes 35. 

The amendment made in committee to the item 
appropriating $24,400 for expenses of intercourse 
with the Barbary Powers, providing “that the 
commercial agent at Algiers be paid the same sal- 
ary as is now paid to the consuls on the Barbary 
coast,’’ was read. 

Mr. McK AY opposed thisallowance. Algiers 
was now a colony of France, and no reason ex- 
isted for paying a consul or commercial agent 


H there. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS inquired under what au- 
thority this appointment was made? 


Mr. ARCHER said, that by the existing laws, 
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a consulate was established at Algiers, with a | 
salary of $4,000 per year. The appointment of 
such an officer would have been within the strict 
letter of the law. Bat the condition and govern- 
ment of Algiers having changed, there was no ne- 
cessity for this officer, and an agent was appointed 
under the authority which had always been exer- 
cised by the Executive. He had been allowed 
$1,200 per annum, instead of the $4,000 provided 
for the consulate by law. The agent who was 
appointed by the Executive for making the infor- 
mal negotiations with the Ottoman Porte, which 
resulted in a treaty with that Power, had been 
appointed by the same authority. 

Mr. ADAMS said this officer not having been 
appointed with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, was not constitutionally appointed. The 
intention of this proviso is to give this officer a legal 
existence. The. practice of appointing informal 
agents was coexistent with the Government; but 
this was not such.a case. 

Mr.CHINN advocated the amendmentat length’ 
He contended that the appointment took place in 
the usual course, was necessary, and the proposed 
allowance was entirely reasonable in point of 
amount. 

Mr. JARVIS conceived the object of the amend- 
ment was to raise the salary of an officer, who 
now received $1,200 per year, to $2,000. He was 
opposed to it in every point of view. 

Mr. WISE insisted that the appointment of this 
officer was not warranted by law, and was in viola- 
tion of the Constitution. Whatever might have 
been the practice heretofore, this officer could not 
be sustained upon principle. He was, therefore, 
opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. BLNNEY spoke in opposition to the con- 
tinuation of this clause in the bill. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the House would not 
concur with the Committee of the Whole in the 
amendment. 

. The question being taken, the committee refused 
to concur. i | 

The amendment appropriating $5,000 for an, 

additional payment for the statue of Washington 
was concurred in. 
_ The amendment for the payment of the balance 
found to be due on settlement at the Treasury to 
the legal representatives of John W. Smith 
deceased, being under consideration— 

Mr. McK AY opposed it, and after explanations 
from Mr. POLK, the clause was laid aside for 
the present. 

The next amendment, reducing the appropria- 
tion for completing the custom-house at New 
London, from $12,000 to $9,000, was taken up. 

Aftersome discussion, in which Messrs. HUNT- 
INGTON, POLK, McKAY, PEARCE of Rhode 
Island, REED, CAMBRELENG, OSGOOD Me- | 
KIM, BARBER, ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 
and PARKER, took part, ; 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to amend theamend- 
ment, by striking out $9,000, and inserting $5,000; 
which motion was rejected—73 to 79. 

The question being then taken on concurring 
with the Committee of the Whole in the amend- 
ment, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The next amendment, reducing the appropria- 
tion for erecting a custom-house at New Bedford 
from $13,000 to $8,000, was concurred in. 

The next amendment, reducing the appropria- | 
tion for erecting a custom-house at Newburyport, 
was concurred in. 

Mr. HIESTER moved an adjournment. Lost. 

The House then concurred in the following 
amendments, without debate: 

To supply a deficiency in the contingent fund 
of the House of Representatives, five thousand 
dollars. 

For completing the compilation of the laws of 
the Territory of Florida, two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Tor compensation to Robert Mills, one thousand 
dollars. ce ake, 

For the completion of the marine hospital in| 
Charleston, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For compensating the legal representatives of 
Jobn W. Smith, deceased, nine hundred and ten 
dollars and twenty-four cents. : 

The amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole having been gone through with— 


> 


Mr. VANCE renewed the amendment, reducing 


|-from Thursday over to Monday, for the purpose 
of cleansin 


| titled the opinions expressed to the highest regard, 


| body of citizens so numerous, so intelligent, so 


ily addressed to the National Legislature, was 


| the institution might take as much more time as it į 
| pleased, by having recourse to the ordinary and 


| putting its affairs into their hands. 


the compensation of all the civil officers of the 
Government, and of the members of Congress, 
which he had offered in committee, and had been | 
rejected— i 

Whena motion was made to adjourn; but with- 
drawn, to permit ; i 

Mr. MERCER to offer a resolution. 

Mr. M. asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer a resolution that the House adjourn 


g the Hall, and substituting mauing for 
the carpets, : i 

An objection being made, the motion was not 
received. 

Mr. CONNOR moved an adjournment; which 
was agreed to—85 to 73. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 8, 1834. 


After the Journal had been read— 

Mr. KANE rose and asked leave to record his 
vote on the resolutions passed yesterday in relation 
to the President’s protest. Mr. K. said he was | 
necessarily absent from his seat, not supposing the | 
question wéuld have been taken. 

Mr. CLAYTON remarked that he would be dis- | 
posed to accede to the wishes of the gentleman 
from Illinois, but he thought important and inju- 
rious consequences might flow fromit. The same 
request was made last session by a Senator from 
Virginia, to record his vote on the force bill, and | 
was refused. 

Mr. MOORE also objected. He was refused 
liberty to record his vote on the same bill last ses- 
sion. 

Mr. KANE’S request, requiring the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, was refused. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the 
city of Boston against rechartering the Bark of the 
United States, and against the restoration of the de- | 
posites, and expressing the opinion that the affairs 
of the bank might be wound up without necessa- 
tily producing general embarrassment, or any evils 
the apprehension of which should prevent the 
National Legislature from discharging a great debt 
to the present age, and to posterity, by permitting 
that institution to expire upon the limitation of its 
charter. He said that the memorial was very | 
numerously signed, the letter whichaccompanied it 
stating the number at upwards of three thousand; 
and, from his information and belief, comprised a 
mass of intelligence and respectability which en- 


Mr. B. said that he fully concurred in all the sen- 
timents expressed by the memorialists, but that 
he would only avail himself of the present occa- 
sion to present some considerations in favor of ; 
the concluding sentiment expressed by the memo- | 
rialists. 

That sentiment was the expression of a belief į 


that the affairs of the bank might be wound up, |) 
| upon the expiration of its charter, without, neces- ; 
| sarily, producing any general embarrassment to the || 


community. The belief, thus expressed, by a 


respectable, inhabiting a great city, and possessing 
ample means to judge of the subject, and solemn- 


itself an argument, and a very strong one, in favor 
of the truth of their position. It was, however 
susceptible of being sustained by extrinsic argu- 
ments; and of these he would present one or two 
to the consideration of the Senate. 

The winding up of the affairs of the bank (Mr. į 
B. said) would affect the community at two points, | 


namely, the collection of debts due the bank, and | 
the retirement of its notes from circulation. He 


had not finished the collection of its-notes -inia 
dczea years after its dissolution. The present bank 
might act in the same manner, and was certainly 
bound to do so after the extraordinary. manner in + 
which that institution had increased its loansafter - 
it began to have reason to-believe that its charter 
might not be renewed. . There could, therefore, be 
no nécessity fer oppressing the debtors to the bank 
by forcing them to pay up their loans at the expl- 
ration of the charter. The available means of the 
bank would enable it to pay up its deposites, and 
redeem its circulation, and the debts would chiefly 
be used for the reimbursement of capital to..the 
stockholders; and as these debts, when secured, 
would be bringing an interest to the stockholders, 
they would have no other inducement than other 
creditors have to proceed harshly and rigorously 
against its debtors. e 

On the next point—the withdrawal of the notes ` 
of the bank from circulation—he (Mr. B.) believed 
that the community need not to fear any necessary 
embarrassment from that measure. The amount 
| withdrawn would probably be much less than was 


|| generally imagined, and the void, if any, might be 


filled, ought to be filled, and probably would be 


i| filled, with something very preferable to any de- 


scription of bank notes whatsoever. The bank 
had about seventeen millions of notes in circula- 
tion, and it had about eleven millions specie in its 
vaults. The difference was about six millions; 60 
that a diminution of six millions was all that:the 
community had to apprehend, as the eleven mil- 
lions of specie now in the bank would all be paid 
out, either in refunding deposites, taking up notes, 
or returning the capital to the stockholders. A 
diminution of six millions is all, then, that will 
have to be provided for; and we have the facts in 
hand, (said Mr. B.,) which authorize us to affirm 
that this diminution will be far more than provided 
for by the importation of foreign specie. . These 
importations in the last five months—he might say 
four months, for some of the custom-house returns, 
especially that of New Orleans, were only to the 
first of April—these importations for that brief 
period amounted to near eight milliona of dollars: 
Upon this point he (Mr. B.) had the satisfaction 
to speak with certainty and pretision; for the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, Mr. Taney, with a view 
to ascertain the specie resources of the country, | 
had given orders for weekly returns of specie im- 
ported and exported since the first of December . 
last. These returns presented the gratifying result 
of about seven millions eight hundred thousand 
dollars imported, and less than a quarter of a mil: 
lion, to wit, $229,918 exported. flere, then, was 
the void filled at once, or rather provided for, be- ` 
fore it occurred; and long before the expiration of 
the charter, the importations of specie and the pro- 
duct of our own gold mines, now estimated at two 
millions per annum, will make up the deficiency, 
not once, but three or four times over. Mr. B 
said that a brief measure of legislation from Con- 
gress, if Congress could only find time to legislate, 
would supply the country with an adequate cur- 
rency of gold and silver—healluded to the palpable 
object of raising the standard of gold, and making 
i foreign coins current at their fair money value. 
| These measures, the work of a few days’ legisla- 
i tion—if we could only spare a few days to the 
j business of the people—would fill the country with 
| gold and with silver. They would increase the 
| importations, great as the importations now were, 


|; and would retain in the country a great part of 
i; what was imported. 
| circulation the mass of our native gold, the whole 


They would also detain fox 


' of which was now exported. Mr. B. therefore 
held that the memorialists from Boston were well 


spoke first of the collection of these debts, and | 
said, that, in addition to the two years allowed by | 
the charter for the bank to use its corporate facul- | 
ties in collecting its debts, and closing its affairs, | 


well-known alternative of all corporations on the , 
eve of dissolution—that of creating trustees, and | 
All corpora- | 


tions acted in this way that chose to do so. The} 
first Bank of the United States had done so, and i 


Mr, EWING replied to Mr. Benron; Mr. 
| B. rejoined, and a conversational debate ensued 
| between them. The substance of Mr. Benton’s 


remarks was as follows: 
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‘Mr. BENTON. He complained of the bank 
dealing in coin, first, because it was a breach of 
the charter; secondly, because it was a positive 
injury to the country, converting the bank into a 
great shaving shop for specie, and enabling it, by 
its capital and organization, to monopolize that 
article, to raisé its price, to convert it into a.com- 
modity of merchandise, and to export it from the 
country. This was what the bank had done. Up 
to 1832 it had collected above forty millions of 
specie from the States where she had branches, 
and sold or exported a large portion of it. Ithad 
collected the greatest part of this sum from the 
South and West, say twenty-three millions up to 
May, 1832, and several millions since. In place 
of this specie carried off from the South and West, 
the bank had issued small notes and checks, chiefly 
five anf ten dollar notes, and these had fallen into 
the current of trade, and flowed to the Northeast: 
sò that the South and West lost both their specie 
and their paper by the operation of this bank. It 
may have issued fifteen or twenty millions of 
paper in the South and West, of which very little 
now remained in those sections of the Union—per- 
haps not more than three or four m'lions—while 
the specie taken away certainly amounted to 
twenty-three millions two years ago, and probably 
amounted to thirty millions now. 

Certain it was, that near a million of specie was 
taken from New Orleans last winter, which cer- 
tainly depressed the money market there, and con- 
tributed to that depression in the price of flour and 
bacon which the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Ewing] 
mentioned a few days ago, 
plain of the specie which went from New Orleans 
and the West in the course of trade. What was 
incident to commerce must be borne with, and is 
not to be counteracted by law, But he complained 
of the Bank of the United States for adding its 
vast operations to those of commerce, and carry- 
ing off twelve or fifteen millions from New Orleans, 
which that city ought itself to use and distribute 
through the channels of its own trade. These 
twelve Or fifteen millions, thus taken off by the 
bank, diminished the ability of the city of New 

“Orleans to purchase western produce, and was 
thus an injury to the whole West. It also dimin- 
ished the supply of specie at that place, from 
which place the western country received those 
metals. Mr. B. repeated, it was not of the opera- 
tion of commerce that he complained, but of the 
operations of the bank, which had engaged in the 
specie trade in violation of its charter, and by its 


capital and organization had deprived the South | 


and West of probably thirty millions of specie, 
substituting a large issue of small notes and checks 
in place ‘of that specie; these notes and checks had 
chiefly gone off to the Northeast; and thus the 


South and West, by the operations of the bank, 


had suffered an actual'diminution of more than 
twenty millions of their circulating medium. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved to reconsider the vote 
refusing leave to Mr. Kane to record his vote upon 
the resolutions of Mr. Porrpexrer, as amended 
by ‘Mr. Caunouy, : 

Upon this motion some conversation ocenrred 
between Messrs. CLAYTON, MOORE, FOR- 
SYTIT, and EWING, advocating the motion, and 
Messrs. PRESTON and CALHOUN opposing it. 

Mr. CALHOUN objecting, leave was not 
granted. 

Ow motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the special 
orders were laid upon the table; and the Senate 
took up, in Committee of the Whole, the bill for 
eens Ben and extension of the Cumberland 
road, 

This bill appropriates $652,000 to effect the ob- 
ject contemplated, and was discussed at length by 
Messrs. SOUTHARD, PRESTON, and HEN- 
DRICKS, upon the general principles of the bill. 

Mr. SWIFT offered anamendmentto the fourth 


section ‘ that as soon as the money hereby appro- | 


t priated shall have been expended, and the read 
“put in repair, it shall be surrendered to the seve- 
“ral States through which it passés, and the Uni- 
“ted States shall not be subject to any further 
“expenses for its repair.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

‘The bill was then passed as in committee of the 
whole, and reported to the Senate, and the ques- 
tion being on ordering the bill to be engrossed for 
a thied reading— 


Mr. B. did not com- | 


Mr. PRESTON asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Ewing, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Linn, 
McKean, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson, Webster-—Q1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Forsyth, Hill, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Moore, 
Naudain, Preston, Shepley, Tyler, White—13. 

REPORTS. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill without amendment, for the 
relief of Thomas Blanchard. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the memorial of the 
Legislature of Alabama, on the subject of school 
| lands, be printed; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business, 
and after spending some time therein, 

The Senate adjourned. Š 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuursoay, May 8, 1834. 
Mr. WATMOUGH, from the committee to 


and report heretofore made, be recommitted to the 
same committee; which was agreed to. 


the House that several bills which had been sent 
from the Senate, and lay upon the Speaker’s table, 
be read, and referred to the appropriate commit- 
tees; which was agreed to. 
The bills were read and referred accordingly. 
Mr. SCHLEY, from the Committee on Invalid 


Samuel Sheliaerdine; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. C. P. WHITE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That one thousand additional copies 
of the amended Rules and Regulations of: the 
Navy, communicated by the President of the Uni; 
ted States on the 24 May, 1834, be printed for the 
use of this House. 

Which resolution, by the rules, lies one day on 
the table. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of the suretie#*of Thomas F. Green; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHINN laid before the House a present- 
ment of the Grand Jury of the county of Wash- 


ferred to Commiitee on the District of Columbia. 

The resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. Mar- 
vis, relative to the deposites of the public money, 
with the amendment of Mr. Corwin, then cameup. 

Mr. GALBRAITH continued his speech, in 
reply to the arguments of his colleague, | Mr. Mo- 
Kunnan,] until the expiration of the hour appro- 
priated to morning business. 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The amendments proposed to this bill by Mr. 
Vancn, for reducing the salaries of the President, 


Whole, again came up. 

Mr. VANCE was not disposed to interfere with 
the duties of the committee which had been raised 
upon the resolution of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Crayvron,] relative to the duties and sal- 


not expect much from it. He had seen five com- 
| mittees raised for this purpose,-but had not seen 
thesalary of a single officer reduced. He believed 
the only mode of effecting this object was through 
‘the appropriation bills. This is the only way in 


tee. The labors of the committee resulted in nothing, 
But at the same session a clause was added to the 
| appropriation bill by a gentleman from Tennessee, 
providing that the salaries of officers indebted to 
the Government should not be paid until their ac- 
counts were balanced. This additional clause has 


had a far more important effect than the labors 
‘of any committee on reform. The ground upon 


3 


which had been referred the sukject of equalizing : 
the pay of the army and navy, moved thatthe bill, | 


Mr. &. WHILTLESEY asked the consent of ! 


Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | 


ington, relative to the county jail; which was re- | 


heads of departments, and clerks in the public ! 
offices, heretofore discussed in Committee of the | 


aries of public officers.’ He must state that he did | 


which retrenchment can be effected. In 1822a corn- | 
mittee was raised called the retrenchment commit- | 


which he placed this proposition to reduce the 
salaries of officers of the Government was the 
increased value of mone} in consequence of the 
interference of the Government with the currency 
of the country. Had not this been done he would 
have been the last person to have proposed this 
reduction. He was satisfied that the amounts 
which would be received under the proposed 
amendment would be quite as valuable as the 
amounts received twelve months ago. Mr. V, 
then went into a comparative statement of the ex- 
penses of the four years of Mr. Adams’s adminis- 
tration with those of the present Administration, 
and contended that an increase of eighteen mil- 
lions had taken place, and that the increase was 
going on. 

i} Mr. WARDWELL felt obliged to make a few 
remarks when assertions were made so entirely 
variant from the facts as they had come under his 
observation. If the proposition had been to 
reduce the salaries. of such officers as now received 
too much compensation, as he was satisfied there 
were some such, he would most cheerfully sup- 
portit. But here an indiscriminate reduction of 
all salaries, whether adequate or inadequate, of 
from twenty-five to thirty-three per cent. iy pro- 
posed to be made by a sweeping amendment to 
this bill, not because they were too high six months 
ago, but that the price of money had been raised. 
[t has been stated, as the main fact upon which 
this proposition is based, that two-thirds of the 
amount of a salary is now equal as compensation 
to the whole six months ago. Do gentlemen be~ 
lieve this statement? Cana single article of living 
be named which can be purchased cheaper than it 
l; could be six months ago? ‘This ground of the 
amendment was not true. The gentleman from 
i! Ohio (Mr. Vance] had compared the expenses of 
Government for several years. This had nothing 
to do with the amendment. The officers whose 
salaries were included in the amendment were paid 
no more than they had been under the former Ad- 
ministration. For himself, he was satisfied that 
®though some officers were paid too much, yet on 
full examination, he believed there would be found 
necessarily rather an increase than a diminution of 
the salaries of the public officers here. He hoped 
the committee to which the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vance] belonged would thoroughly examine 
this subject. He could not, because a few indi- 
viduals possibly receive more than they were 
entitled to, supporta proposition fora generalreduc- 
| tion of the compensation of officers, some of whom 
į were not probably sufficiently paid. He believed 
the principle upon which the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vance] had proceeded was a mistake. If 
that gentleman would inquire into the facts, he 
would find that money, instead of being worth 
more, was not worth so much as at many former 
periods, and that the articles of living were dearer 
instead of cheaper. 

Mr. LEAVITT said the proposition of his col- 
league [Mr. Vance] was one of so much magni- 
tude and interest that he could not pass it by in 
silence. The amendment proposed a general and 
indiscriminate reduction of salaries. Fle considered 
this proposition as objectionable both with regard 
to the time and circumstances. This was an ap- 
propriation bill for the support of the Government. 
Its consideration, for reasons which it was not 
necessary to state, had been delayed to this late 
period of the session. The functions of the Gov- 
ernment are in danger of being obstructed for the 
want of means for carrying them on. Under such 
circumstances a general and indiscriminate reduc- 
tion is proposed. To investigate such a proposi- 
tion in a manner which its importance requires, 
would occupy weeks, if not months of discussion. 
There had been no previous inquiry—no report 
from any committee. However powerful the in- 
tellectual endowments of gentlemen, it was impos- 
sible for them to arrive at a correct decision upon 
such a question, without knowing the facts. No 
one could say whether a public officer received too 
much salary, without knowing his duties, and the 
expenses to which he was subjected. For one, he 
rejoiced that a cummittee had been raised for the 
purpose of ascertaining thefacts. This committee 
were now engaged in their duties. Fie would con- 
gratulate his colleague [Mr. Vayce] in holding a 
place upon this committee. On this subject, at 
' least there will be no cause for complaint that his 
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views will be fully represented. Before he couid 
vote intelligently upon this proposition, the report 
of this committee was necessary. Butifa reduc- 
tion of salaries was to be made upon a general 
hypothesis, without ascertaining the facts, why 
was it not extended to the judiciary, and the offi- 
cers'of the army and navy? Why did not his 
colleague carry out the principle? Jt was nat 
possible to go into the details of the effect of the 
amendment. He would take, the first item, pro- 
posing to reduce the salary of the President, as 
soonasit may be constitutionally done, to $15,000. 
This salary was fixed at $25,000 in 1789. Is the 
pressure of the times greater now than in 1789, 
when we had just emerged from the war of the 
Revolution? ‘he sages of that period of gloom 
and depression did not consider £25,000 to be too 
great an allowance for the Chief Magistrate of the 
nation. Never, from that period unul the present 
time had any proposition been made to reduce it. 
If such a reduction was necessary, there had been 
times when this necessity was more obvious and 
pressing than at this time. Fle did not propose 
going through the items of the amendment. He 
had no doubt but there were instances in which 
salaries should be reduced, but without informa- 
tion he was not prepared to act. It was necessary 
to avoid paying too much on the one hand and too 
little on the other. Gentlemen might seek to ac- 
quire popularity by arguments in favor of reducing 
salaries, but the people will not fail to understand 
thatif salaries are fixed at too low a rate, none but 


wen of fortune can afford to accept them. Office | 


would, in this mode, be thrown into the hands of 
the rich. We had been told, asthe ground of this 
amendment, that an extraordinary depressicn in 
the value of all kinds of property had been caused 
by theactof the Administration. Ee did not pro- 
pose to take issue upon these matters of fact, ashe 
did not know the sources of information possessed 
by his colleague. So far as his own knowledge 
went, the depression stated did not exist. 

Mr. L. then went into a detailed reply to the 


statements of Mr. Vance, as to the increased ex- | 
|| our acquisitions of territory and say whether that | 


penditure of the Government. Ele expressed his 
surprise that his colleague, whe had been a mem- 
ber of this House for thirteen years past, had not, 
when ‘his friends were in power, effectually en- 
forced his views of reducing the salaries of public 
officers” He imputed no unworthy motive to his 
colleague. But he could upon former occasions 
have introduced the principles of this amendment 
with much greater effect, while his political friends 
composed a majority of the House and the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. VANCE briefly replied to his colleague. 
The reason that he had not extended his proposi- 
tion to the army and navy, was, that bills were 
already pending for regulating their pay; and he 
had not extended it to the judiciary because the 
Constitution did not permit us to do it, and, more- 
over, because he had no wish to doit. He inti- 
mated an intention, as we understcod him, to 
retire. from public life, and declared he had no 


desire to be Governor of Ohio, or to obtain any | 


other office. He wished and intended to devote 
the remainder of his life to his occupation as a 
farmer. 


Mr. BATES expressed a disposition to continue | 


to public officers as good a compensation as they 
had heretofore received; but if money had appre- 
ciated, as he contended it had, it was proper to 
reduce.the salaries to the extent of that apprecia- 
tion. 

Mr. MILLER opposed theamendmentatlength. 

Mr EWING spoke, at some length, in support 
of the amendment. i 

Mr. BYNUM was induced to believe, he said, 
that gentlemen who proposed this amendment 


were not in earnest, and if they were, they cer- | 


tainly presumed much upon the ignorance of the 
House. The proposition was to curtail the salary 
of almost every officer of the Government. It was 
very probable that some salaries were too high, 
and it was equally probable that others were too 
low; but it was proposed, at one blow, to reduce 
both those that were too high and those that were 
too low. But he doubted whether the gentlemen 
were in earnest, because he had appointed a com- 
mittee to inquire into facts as to each office the 
salary of which is proposed to be reduced. The 
fact of the appointment of that committee, super- 


| seded the necessity of this amendment. They 


i were appointed to inquire what salaries were too 
i large, and what were too small, and if any were 
if 
f cheerfully vote for their increase and reduction. 
|| But notwithstanding the appointment of this com- 
|| mittee, this amendment was pressed upon us, 
li before the result of its inquiry was laid before the 
j House. 
f 
i 


i 


i this Administration. And from whom did these 
chargescome? If he was not mistaken, they came 
|i from one political party; and their object was to 
‘| produce political effect. When those salaries were 


jas it now is, for then we had jost emerged from a 
: long war, and had not recovered from its depres- 
| sion and embarrassments. {nthe judgmentof the 
i whole world, the country was never more happy 
than itis at the present time. Gentlemen must 
| have more regard for their consistency, if they 
; wish to preserve their influence with intelligent 
| people. Ffe could not assent to the correctness of 
‘ their position, as to the present state of the coun- 
try compared with its former condition. But for 
the agitations of politicians, we should be the hap- 
! piest people and least in need of making reductions 
in salaries, than any other in the world. Gentle- 
men told us that one dollar now was worth as 
much as two dollars were last year. He could not 
believe it was so. Had any member here found 
any reduction in his expenses? Were the products 


i cle of cotton, which was the staple product of his 
| part of the country, was as high as its average 
ii price for several years past. Pork, bacon, and 


i as usual. Much had been said, in regard to the 
| increase of the expenditures of the Government. 
| The increase of population must necessarily in- 
| crease the expenses of the Government. The addi- 
tion of forty members to this House showed how 
i rapidly the population of the country and its pub- 
lic expenditures must have increased. Look at 


| has not called for increased expenditures, Twenty 
: thousand miles had been added to the post office 
| routes. Was this extravagance? Was it not called 
j! for by the necessities of the people, and was it not 
| ordered by them, through their représentatives ? 
How could gentlemen come forward with charges 
i against the Administration on account of these 
| expenditures? i 

Gentlemen ask on what principles the present 
! Administration came into power. 
gentlemen what were the principles on which it was 
supported in his part of the country, and would 
- assure them that, in respect to those principles, it 
i had fully met the expectations of its friends. It 
| was expected that it would put a slop to the ruin- 
| ous extravagance of the system of internal im- 
provements; and it had doneit. It was expected 
that it would reduce the tarif; and it had been 
| done. 
‘could be done, and more than he had expected 
would be done. It was expected to put a stop to 
the dangerous usurpations of the United States 


tion to the bank, and owed their popularity to it, 
: who were now backing out. These were the prin- 
‘ciples on which the Administration came into 
‘power. Never, in any part of the country, did he 
i hear it objected to the late Administration that the 
salaries of public officers were too high, and never 


| 
| 
i] 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 


not conceive how gentlemen who had acquired 
popularity by lauding the veto, could come here 


which they had approved. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had lugged 
in the old cry about distress, the wonderful dis- 
tress of the country. Perhaps there might be 
more distress in the gentleman’s neighborhood 
than in his. It seemed that all the minority were 
distressed. Butif themajority cf the people were 


why should we change them? It was extraordi- 
nary for the minority toask the majority to yield 


| up their opinions and the government of this coun- | 
try tothem. The opponents of the Administra- 


| found to be either too large or too small, he would || 


| Much had been said about the extravagance of | 


of the country much reduced in price? The arti- į 


i corn were also as high now, within a cent or two, |j 


He would tell | 


All had been donein this respect which | 
Bank, and had it not doneit? There were many | 


who encouraged the President in his first opposi- | 


was it promised, or demanded, that the present || 
Administration should reduce them. He could 


and denounce the President for the very measures | 


t 
f 
| 
| satisfied with the operations of the Government, | 
i 
i 


i z f 
tion were alone distressed, andit was their inter- > 
! est to make it appear that the country is distressed. 
| The subject of the amendment was too important 
to be hastily decided upon. «Believing that it was 
altogether an improper time to act on the subject, 
; and that it was rendered unnecessary by the ap- © 
ji pointment of a committee to examine the subject, 
he should vote against the’amendment. °°. 
Mr. LINCOLN considered the proposition.as 
too broad, and he could not vote for it. He was 
|| ready, however, to reduce such salaries ag might 
be found to be too high. For many reasons it was 
|| his opinion that this bill ought to be laid on the 
i table, to wait for some further legislation, If the 
|: bill passed, under present circumstances, the whole 


|; pecuniary concerns of the Government would. be 
|i left at the caprice, not the discretion, of one indi- 
i| vidualin the Government. Untilit was ascertained, 
| by law, where the Treasury is; he was unwilling 
: to vote for the passage of the bill. He would not 


consent to reduce the salary of the Vice Presi- 


retaries to the same sum which the second officer 
of the Government receives. Ifthe question must 
‘ be whether the amendment, as a whole, shall:be 
adopted or rejected, he would vote for its rejection. 
li Mr. CHILTON rose to inquire of the gentle- 
! man from North Carolina, whether he meant to 
| say that the President of the United States had 
made the various pledges which he spoke of to the 
country pending his election? He understood the 
gentleman to say that the President had pledged 
himself to the South to abolish internal improve- 
ment, +> reduce the tariff, and to put down the 
United States Bank. He listened to the declara- 
tion with surprise, because the views of the Presi- 
dent on those subjects were very differently repre- 
i! sented by bis fciends in the West. He referred 
particularly to General Jackson’s letter to Gov- 
ernor Rea. Mr. C. proceeded at some length, 
and concluded by remarking that he had nothing 
to say on the subject of the amendment. 

Mr. BOON rose to correct the gentleman as to 
a matter of fact. The letter to which he referred 
was addressed, not to Governor Rea, but to the 
Senate of Indiana. ie 

Mr. BURD spoke briefly in oppogition to the 
i| amendment. He wished to pay the public officers 
| amply and liberally. There ought not to bea 
cleri in the Post Office without a salary of one 
thousand dollars. ; : : 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampsbhire,:did not i 
rise to continue the debate. The economy and 
| comfort of the House required that the question. 
should be disposed of. He regretted that there 
was no way, according to the rules of the House, 
of getting the question on this amendment, with- 
out cutting off the subsequent amendments. ` He 
moved the previous question, but subsequently 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McKAY said he was in favor of an eco- 
nomical administration of the Government, but 
he should vote against the amendment, because it 
was inconsistent with other parts of the bill, and 
unnecessary, inasmuch as a committee of the 
j House was engaged in inquiries as to the expe- 
|| diency of reducing salaries, and would, in due 
time, report. 

Mr. BARRINGER called for the question on 
each separate clause of the amendment. He was 
in favor cf some of the items, but would not vote 
| for the whole indiscriminately. Mr. B. explained 
that he had been misunderstocd, as having made, 
when he formerly speke on this subject, the charge 
i against the clerks, as a body, of inefficiency and , 
i| idleness. He had never -made any such charges 
against the clerks, as a body. i 
i Mr. VANCE said he had no wish to fish for 
# minnows. If he could not get hold of the six and 
seven thousand dollar gentlemen, he would with- 
draw the proposition. The question on the first 
clause, reducing the compensation. of the Vice 
President and heads of departments was then 
taken, by yeas and nays, and determined in the 
negative: Yeas 48, nays 141. 
| Mr. VANCE withdrew that part of the amend- 
i| ment relative to clerks; and called for the question 
ii on the next clause of his amendment, which pro- 
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i| poses to limit the emoluments of the collectors and 
other officers of the customs. — Sy ee 
Mr. SUTHERLAND said it was in contempla- 


| 
io 1 
tion to equalize the emoluments of the collectors 
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of the customs. The Committee on Commerce 


would present a plan upon that subject at the next 
session of Congress. 

Mr. BARRINGER expressed himself in favor 
of this amendment in strong terms, 

Mr. PARKER said, this limitation would ex- 
tend only to a very fewsof the most important and 
responsible officers, and would not touch the great 
mass of custom-house officers. There was a strong 
necessity for a revision of the system of compen- 
sation. The emoluments of these officers should 
be such as to command the services of men of 
responsibility and high character. He considered 
this proposition as totally inadequate. 

Mr, GILLET thought the proposed amend- 
ment out of place in the bill, which did not refer 
to the compensation of these officers, in any man- 
ner whatever. 

Mr. VINTON was satisfied that limitations and 
restrictions should be placed upon the bill. The 
‘expenditures of the last year had greatly exceeded 
the estimates. 
© Mr. VANCE did not propose, by the amend- 
ment, to affect the emolument of any officer whose 


il Yeas 11, nays 16. 


but he was unwilling to embarrass the military 
appropriation bill with a claim. : 

Mr. BENTON explained the nature of the case. 
Tt was not properly a claim, but arrearagesof pay, 
| to supply an outstanding deficiency; and it had 
i been submitted by the Military Committee, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of War, to incorporate it in the general 
appropriation bill. 

‘The amendment was disagreed to on a division 


| The rules being suspended, and the bill having 
been ordered to be engrossed, it was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for the preservation and repair of the 
Cumberland road was then read a third time, and 
passed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Department of State, stating, 
that in compliance with the resolution of 1822, the 
Diplomatic Correspondence, from 1783 to 1789, 
had been printed, and made seven volumes, 8vo. 

The communication was referred to the Com- 
: mittee on the Librar 


I 
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| 
| 


receipts were less than $2,000. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had alluded to the excess of 
expenditure over the estimates. If that gentleman 
would take the trouble to examine into the sub- 
ject, he would find that the House had added 
between three and four millions to the estimate, 
and that nearly four milions had been expended 
in pensions and other objects not embraced in the 
estimate. As to the proper compensation for ofii- 
cers of customs, care should be taken that it be 
not fixed so low as gradually to introduce a sys- 
tem of frauds upon the revenue, as in some coun- 
tries In Europe. : 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, went into a 
detailed statement relative to the unnecessary offi- 
cers attached to the custom-houses, and the exor- 
bitant compensation they received. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, was satis- 
fied that a system for regulating the officers of 
custom-houses should be adopted; but believing 
this was not the proper occasion, and that no 
further time could be spent in this discussion, he 


demanded the previous question; which he after- | 


wards withdrew. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved that the House adjourn; 
which was negatived: Ayes 75, noes 89. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved the Fouse adjourn; 
which was lost. > 

Mr. J. M. HARPER then renewed the call for 

. the previous question, which was not sustained: 

Ayes 64, noes 101. 

On motion of Mr. McK ENNAN, 


‘The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Faway, May 9, 1834. 

Mr. KNIGIT presented the memorial of 2,228 
mechanics and others of the State of Rhode Island, 
praying the restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and the recharter of 
said insticution. 

After some remarks by Messrs. KNIGHT and ! 
ROBBINS, the memorial was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Ti- 
narice, reported the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives making appropriations for the army for 

+ the year 1834, with two amendments; and moved 


that the Senate proceed to its consideration; which | 


was agreed to. 


ses of the late war with Black 


posed to the allowance, 


| resolution. 
he was chairman, were engaged ina most labo- | 
rious and extensive investigation, and the time | 


y. 3 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the War Department, in compliance 
i: with the resolution of the Senate of the 17ih Feb 
ruary last, transmitting a report from the Com 
‘missioner of Pensions; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill upon criminal jurispru- 


in sentencing convicts in their courts to the several 
State Penitentiaries, to order that their treatment 


the several institutions in which they may be sen- 
į tenced to undergo confinement. 
a first and second time. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the same committee, re- 
posted a bill from the House of Representatives, 
with an amendment, relative to insolvent debtors. 
The amendments were ordered to be printed, and 
Mr. C. gave notice that he should, at an early 
| day, move to take it up, probably Monday next. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Hagey. 


į called up the joint resolution authorizing the pur- 


i 
i 


published by Gales & Seaton; which was read a 
second time. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of Walter 
Loomis and Able Gay. : 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he should to- 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of Colonel Woolley. 
The Senate then took up the resolution to meet 
at eleven o’clock for the remainder of the session. 
Mr. GRUNDY objected to the adoption of the 
Tne Post Office Committee, of which 


| purpose; and if they were compelled to meet in 


f session at eleven, it would be impossible for them i 


| to do what was necessary, or expected of them by 
the Senate. 

Mr. TIPTON’S object was to facilitate busi- 
ness, and he thought most of the business now to 


no objection that the resolution should be laid on 
the table. . ae 

On motion of Mr. EWING, the resolution was 
laid on the table. 

The resolution setting apart Fridaysand Satar- 
days during the remainder of the session for the 
consideration of private bills exclusively, was 
taken up for consideration; and after some conver- 
sation between Mr. WEBSTER and Mr. HEN- 
DRICKS, it was adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. EWING, calling for in- 
formation from the State Department, with regard 
to the Superintendent of the Patent Office, was 
taken up and adopted. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill 


dence, authorizing the courts of the United States, | 


and discipline shall be the same as prisoners in į 


The bill was read | 


y 
Mr. FRÉLINGHUYSEN agreeably tonotice, |i 


chase of thirteen copies of American State Papers, |! 


morrow ask leave to introducé a bill for the relief 


| now afforded them was scarcely sufficient for the | 


be acted on was in the form of bills; but he had | 


| as the Senate was thin, and the subject was im- 
| portant. 

Mr. TIPTON urged its consideration without 
delay, and asked the yeas and nays on the motion; 
which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Knight, Naudain, Porter, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, and 
; Sprague—l4, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Georgia, 
Linn, McKean, Shepley, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
i ton, Tomlinson, Webster, White, Wilkins, and 
| Wright—20. ee, a 
| _ So the motion was decided in the negative; and 
i the bill, and also an amendment submitted as a 
! substitute for the whole bill, were then considered. 

Mr. TIPTON said he would not disguise the 
fact, that he felt more than an ordinary solicitude 


the States. His anxiety was increased by having 
i had charge of their applications from an early 
| day in the session. - 

It would be recollected by the Senate that he 
introduced bills, for their admission, some months 
ago. These bills were referred to a select com- 
mittee, of which he had the honor to be chair- 
man. The committee was divided in opinion, and 
the subject was suspended by circumstances be- 
: yond his control, for months, and finally a ma- 
| jority of the committee instructed him to report an 
amendment to strike out the bill from the enacting 
clause, and insert an amendment authorizing the 
i taking of the census. The census thus taken is 
i to be laid before Congress at its next session. 
This amendment, if adopted, would be dilatory 
|! in its effects, and would postpone the decision 
|i one year To this he hoped the Senate would not 
i give its sanction. He had prepared an amend- 
| ment authorizing the taking of the census by the 
| United States marshals for each Territory; and if 
ii there are 47,700 inhabitants, federal numbers, in 
both or either Territory, the Governor is to lay 
off districts, and order an election of delegates to 
form a constitution. What could be said in favor 
of one of these Territories might as truly be said 
of the other, and his amendment, if adopted, placed 
the admission of both on equal grounds, depend- 
j; ing on the contingency of each ‘Territory having 
47,709 inhabitants, the same population that en- 
titles a likenumber to a Representative in Congress 
from the other States. He was ata loss to see 
how the Senate could reject a propasition, in itself 
sojust. Theordinance of July, 1787, for the gov- 
ernment of the territory northwest of the Ohio 
river, may be called the foundation of good gov- 
ernmentin that conntry. This ordinance provides 
|! the means of education, regulates the descent of 
| property, and holds out inducements to young 
|} men to emigrate to the West. Article five pro- 
|| vides that the northwest territory shall be divided 
| into not less than three, nor more than five States, 
jas Congress might deem proper. The western 

tate to be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio, 
and Wabash, and a due north line from post St. 
Vincennes to the Canada line. The middle Sta e- 
bounded by the north line, the Wabash, the Ohio, 
ii and a line drawn due north from the mouth of the 
li Great Miami. The eastern State by the last-men- 
|, tioned north line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the 
; Canada line; and each State to be not less than 
i 100, nor more than 150 miles square. The ordi- 
i nance also provides that Congress shali change 
| the boundaries of these States, if found expedient, 
‘and to form one or two States north of an east and 
| west line drawn through the southern extremity of 
| Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the said 
! States shall have 60,000 inhabitants, it shall be 
| admitted into the Union on an equal footing with 
| the original States in all respects whatever. The 
| Same ordinance also goes on to. say, that so far as 
| it may be consistent with the general interest of 
i this Confederacy, States may be admitted at an 
; earlier period, and with less number, than 60,000. 
In 1805, the Territory of Michigan was organized 
north of an east and west line drawn through the 
i southern point of Lake Michigan. The three 
first-mentioned States, Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinois, 
i have been admitted; and in forming the State of 
Indiana, ten miles were taken off the south of the 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
4 


NGRESSIONAL GL 


| 
i 
| 
i 


goveroment. 

l find, on examining the 
Territories that have been admitted, that the terri- 
tory south of the Ohio, now State of Tennessee, 
had a population of— : 


population of other 


Population. Year. Admitted. | 
Tennessee a.n.. e.. 639 791 1790 1796 
Olio. cee ee ee ee eee 45.365 1840 1803 | 
Louisiana. see. e.. 20,845 1816 1812 } 
Jndiana,about...... 59,9090 1816 1816 ; 
Mississippi -+--+ 40,352 1810 1818 | 


Kentucky, Alabama, Maine, and Missouri, | 


when admi ted, had less than Michigan and Ar- | 
kansas. Five Territories were edmiued on Jess | 
population than these Territories have, and four j 
had a greater population, 


Arkansas had 41,900 one year ago, and Miller |) 


county was notinciuded. 


It is not matter of surprise that the people of the 


Territories should be anxious to form State gov- | by industry and economy they had accumulated a 


ernments. Thisis always the case. The Federal 


eyes j is i jes nl ¥ je H $ . 
officers in the Territories depend upon the Presi- || plan of sale, on extended credit to the chairman 


ument, |! 


dent and Congress for cffice and for emo 

and not on the real sovereign, the people; 

his opinion, the people acted wisely in sub 

to the burden of State government for the dearest 

rights of freemen—ihat of choosing their rulers. 
The people of that Territory made app ication | 

to the last Congress, but it was not acted on. | 


and, in 
miting 


Their Legislative Council sent us a memorial, and | 
Mr. T. hoped the Senate would no longer neglect | 
to do these people justice. 

The tide of population, 
sissippi, (h 
ward; nothing could prevent it, 
the growth of the West, by refusing them the pro 
tection of our laws; but it would progress west 
ward to and beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

A large proportion of the emigrants of this day 
were graduates from your colleges in the eastern 
States, aad nothing was so animating toa young 
adventurer ag to know that, as soon as he locates 
in a western Territory, it will be admitted into the 
Union, and that he will be eligible to the highest 


like the tide of our Mis- 


great La ` 
Already a settlement on the west bank of the 
M.ssissippi, north of the State of Missouri, has 
laid on our tables a petition, praying Congress to 
extend the protection of our laws over that coun- 
try. £ 
We owe it to our constituents, to our country, | 
and selves, that our legislation should keep pace | 


with our population and the extension of our set- |; 


tlements; and he hoped, before Congress adjourns, | 
we willauthorize the admission of Michigan and 


Arkansas, and form the territorial government of =! 


Wisconsin. In this Territory the Indian title has | 
been extinguished to twelve millions of acres of. 
land that will soon be in market. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he had no objection to the 
pill, but the question of settling the northern bound- 
ary line of Ohio was before the Judiciary Commit- i 
tee, and he thought this bill ought not to be passed | 
till that was settied. 

Mr. BLACK said he saw no provision in the 
bill exempting the public lands from taxation for 
five years. There were also some other amend- 
ments not in the bill, 
proper should be put in it. 

Mr. 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the bill was 
then laid on the table for the present. 
, EXILES FROM POLAND. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill | 
granting a township of land to certain Polish exiles. 
Mr. POINDEXTER moved to amend the bill: 
by requiring ove settler for every five hundred ' 
acres, instead of three hundred, as provided for in} 
the bill; which was agreed te. 


i 


i 
l 


ore 


i $ tee > ! 
‘| ment, confining the location “ to lands subject to |; 


i 
i The bill changing the boundary lines of land 


e said,) was continually rolling west- |; 
We might retard |) 


io The bill to provide for the legal adjudication 
‘| and settlement of the claims to land therein men- 


which he deemed it very || 


TIPTON said he had no objection to any | 


amendments which might he thought proper. j 
ʻi Kane, Kent, 


OBE. - 
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Mr. LINN then moved anamendment to insert || 
‘* Misscari,’? so as to authorize the location in that |! 
State, if the President shall think proper. | 

Mr. POINDEXTER said that these exiles pre- |i 
ferred a location in a non-slaveholding State. i 
Mr. LINN remarked that his wish was not to | 

i restrict these persons; he rather wished to give : 
them a greater latitude for their choice. i 
| 

| 


f 
t 
i 
i 


The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. KANE was opposed to the bill. In its 
present form it would authorize a location on the 
| Galena lead mines. He did not approve of the 

reference given to these people over our own cit- || 
zens, and he, for one, was unwilling to make the H 
i discrimination. He therefore moved an amend- |; 


ti 
i 


sale at private entry.” 
| The amendment was not agreed to. at 
| Mr. HENDRICKS was opposed to the bill. |: 
He was willing to sell these persons the land ata 
minimum price on a long credit, but not to give | 
it tothem. A case of foreigners, similarly circum- |! 
stanced, existed in Indiana. A large nunsber of fi 
; emigrants from the cantens of Switzerland settled 
there, in the most abject poverty, and having 
Gevoted themselves to the cultivation of the vine, 


i 


ti 
id 


i 
| 
i 
| respectable property. He merely suggested the I 
i of the Committee on Public Lands | 
Mr. PRESTON and Mr. SHEPLEY made a |! 
few remarks, the former in favor, and the latter | 
! againstthe bill; when it was ordered to be engrossed |; 


for a third reading. | 
GENERAL ORDERS. 


districts in the 'T'erritory of Michigan was reed 
‘and referred. 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled “ An 
act to carry into effect the convention between the 
United States and his Majesty the King of the | 
Two Sicilies, concluded at Naples, on the 14th of || 
October, 1832,’ was referred to the Committee on 
| Foreign Relations. 

The bill to extend the time allowed for the com- 
i mission to carry into effect the convention with 
! France, was,on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, laid 
| on the table. 

| The bill to equalize the representation of the |, 
| Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida 
| was read and referred. 

| The following bills were considered in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole, and reported to the Senate: 

| -A bill for the relief of Luther L. Smith; and 
! A bill for the relief of Coleman Fisher. 

Here Mr. LINN made an unsuccessful motion |) 
to postpone the previous orders, and take up the 
bill for the relief of sundry citizens of the United 
States who havelost property by the depredations 
of certain Indian tribes. 


| tioned, was taken up. 

Upon the consideration of this bill a consider- | 
able debate ensued. 
| Mr, SHEPLEY moved to amend the bill by 
! allowing testimony to be taken in courts of justice; | 
upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. j; 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


YEAS—Messrs. Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, |; 
Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, || 
i 


Linn, Moore, Preston, Shepley, Tipton, Tyler, 
s, Wright—16. 


White, Wilkin 
Black, Clayton, Ew- |i 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wagge- |: 
man, Webster—19. |: 

The question was then put upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed, and decided by yeas and nays 
as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 

Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
| tiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
i Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster, 

W ilkins—29. 

i Hill, Moore, | 


| Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tyler, White, f 
' Wright—]10. f 
The bill for the relief of Joseph Clift, of Arkan- 


| Knight, Linn, Naudain, 
£ 


i 
i 


i journment, 


uh 


| resolution till Saturday. 


! generally. 


sas, was, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, : 
under instructions from the Committee on Public 
Lands, indefinitely postponed. 


Ox motion of Mr. CALHOUN, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it 
would adjourn to meet on Monday. 


On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 9, 1834. 


Mr. H. EVERETT moved that the Committee 
of the Whole on the- state of the Union be dig- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
to provide for the appointment of agents and sub- 
agents for the Indians, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BARRINGER objected, for the reason that 
a quorum was not present; and remarked, that he 
would either move a call of the House or an ad- 
te moved that the House adjourn; 
upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. i 

The question having been taken, the motion to 
adjourn was rejected, yeas 12. 

Mr. H. EVERETT ’S motion was then put, and 

revailed. 

Mr. HAWKINS obtained the consent of the 
House to present four memorials, signed by à 
large number of the inhabitants between Oxford, 
in the county of Grenville, and State of North 
Carolina, and Clarksville, in the State of Virginia, 
praying the establishment of a post route; which, 


N 


‘on his motion, were referred to the Committee on 


the Post Officeand Post Roads. 

Mr. EH. EVERETT moved that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs have leave to sit during the sit- 
tings of the House next week. Agreed to. 

Mr. ASHLEY obtained leave to present several 


| private petitions. 


Mr. REED, on leave, offered a private petition. 

Mr. PARKER, on leave, offered a resolution 
relative to a post route; which was agreed to. 

Mr. McINTIRE, from the Committee on 


| Claims, reported a bill for the relief of William 


Baker. Read twice and committed. 
Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, from the Committe 


: on the District of Columbia, reported a bill further 
| to amend the act incorporating the Chesapeake and 
i Ohio-Canal Company. Read twice and committed. 


Mr. WHITE, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, reported.a resolution for the 


| printing of one thousand extra copies of the Rules 
l| and Regulations of the Navy, communicated to the 


House by the President on the 21.of May. . 

Mr. McK AY asked what reason there was for 
rintingan extra number? Healsoremarked that 
e was opposed to this system of giving up to the 
President authority to make laws. 

Mr. WHITE replied that a joint resolution was 
passed at the last session, requesting the President 
to prepare rules and regulations for the Navy, and 
they were prepared under the direction of a board 
constituted for the purpose. The object of print- 
ing them was to distribute copies among the offi- 
cers of the Navy, that we might learn their views 
upon what so nearly concerns their interest and 


i comfort. 


Mr. McK AY moved the postponement of the 
Lost. 
Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked whether an extra 


| number had not been ordered to be printed when 
| the message was received ? 


Mr. WHITE said that only the usual number 


: had been ordered to be printed. An extra number 


was proposed for the information of the officers 


Mr. ADAMS asked whether it was intended to 


i act on the subject at the present session? 


Mr. WHITE replied that it would be acted on, 
if practicabie. * 


Mr. ADAMS did not think (he said) that the 


: views of the officers could be obtained in sufficient 


time to be available for the present session. If 
there was any use in printing the copies, he would 


i not object to it. There was a law once passed 


here, in three lines, adopting a code of regulations 
for the Army, before a single member of the House 
had read a wordin thecode. The consequence was 
that, at the next session, the law was repealed. 
He hoped Congress would not act in the same 
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manner in the present case. He hoped the affairs 
of the Navy would be taken into the serious con- 
sideration of the House, and unless we suspend 
our action on this subject till the next session, 
there would be no use in printing the extra copies. 

Mr. REED said, many of the officers had writ- 
ten to members of the House for copies of the | 
proposed regulations, and he thought they ought 
to have them. The object was important and-the 
expense small, 

Mr. WILLIAMS was as anxious, he said, as 
his colleague could be, to prevent unnecessary ex- 
pense, and would concur with him in opposing the 
exercise of legislative authority by the Executive, 
but this was not now the question. lt was neces- 


sary that every officer should have a copy of these || 


rules, and it was. improper to put them at the 
expense cf printing them for themselves. - They 
were not yet adopted, but it was probable that 
they would be, without much further alteration. 
Fie felt that he could discharge his duty better on 


the subject, after learning the opinions of the offi- || 


cers of the Navy. ; ` 
:Mr. WHITE read the act under which the rules 


and regulations had been proposed, i i 
| c measurers, of the several ports of the United 


After which, the resolution was agreed to, with- 
out a division. 

On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, the House tock 
up his resolution, calling for information concern- 
ing the Military Academy, for consideration, when 
Mr. G. proposed a modification of the resolution. 

Mr. CONNOR suggested that the same infor- 
mation had been called for on motion of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Jounson.] 
` Mr. GAMBLE said, the same information in 
substance had been called for, but by a resolution 
which had not been acted upon, 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution was not, 
therefore, in order. 

`. „Mr. GAMBLE withdrew the resolution. 

‘Mr. BANKS, from the select committee on elec- 
tions, made a reporton the part of the minority of 
that committee, and counter to the report of the 
mejority. Ordered to be printed. 

r. VINTON, from the select committee on 
patents, reported a bill to erect a fire-proof build- 
ing for the Patent Office, and for other purposes. 
Read twice and committed. 

_ Mr. WHITE, of Florida, on leave, presented a 
private petition. P 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the reconsidera~ 
tion of the vote by which the bill for the relief of 
Samuel A. Bailey was passed; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. JOHNSON offered an amendment to the 
bill; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to proceed to the consideration of the gen- 
eral appropriation bill; and an objection being 


made, Mr. P. moved that the rules be suspended || 
| of our revenue system, to enable a proper law to 
i be framed. 


for the purpose of taking up that bill; which mo- 
tion prevailed. 
~The. question being on the following clause of 
the amendment offered by Mr. Vance— 
‘* And jn no case shall the compensation, by 


‘salary, fees, or otherwise, be permitted to ex- || Jot 
i salaries and abolishing offices. 


* ceed—of a collector, three thousand dollars per 
‘annum; of surveyors and inspectors, two thou 
‘sand five hundred dollars per annum, and of 
‘ weighers, gaugers, ‘markers, appraisers, and all 
‘others connected with the collectors of the cus- 
‘toms, two thousand dollars per annum??— 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the affirmative: Yeas 85, nays 79. 

So this clause was adopted. 

. . Mr. VANCE then withdrew the remainder of 
his amendment, 

Mr. WHITE, cf Florida, moved to amend the 
bil by inserting an appropriation for the compen- 
sation of the judgesof Florida Territory, for special 

‘duties in the adjudication of land claims, under 


$3,200. 

Mr. W. explained the grounds of this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. POLK, the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means, explained the provisions on | 
this subject already embraced by the bill— 

W hena discussion arose upon the propriety of 
making the allowance contemplated by the amend- 
dent, in which Messrs, WHITE of Florida, Me- | 


į system of regulation on this subject. 


KAY, WAYNE, WILDE, and GAMBLE, 
participated, when ; 

Mr. WHITE modified his amendment, so as to 
include the extra allowance for the judges of the 
middle and western districts for 1833, $1,600, and 
a contingent allowance for 1834. 

Mr. 
ment by striking out the contingent clause. 

Mr. WHITE accepted the modification. 

After some further discussion between Messrs. 


McKAY and WHITE, the amendment was į; 


adopted, as amended: 

Ayes 84, noes 48. 

Mr. WHITE also moved to amend the bill by 
adding an item appropriating $1,000 to defray the 
costs of certain suits against the United States. 

After some explanation between Messrs. Mc- 


KAY and WHITE, the amendment was adopted |! 


without a division. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the following 
section be added to the bill: 

“+ And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
‘of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 


| § to pay to the collectors, naval officers, surveyors, 


‘clerks, gaugers, weighers, provers, markers, and 


‘States, out of any money in the Treasury not 
‘otherwise appropriated, such sums as will give 
‘to the said officers, respectively, the same com- 
‘pensation in the year one thousand eight hundred 


| ‘and thirty-four, according to the importations of 


‘that year, as they would have been entitled to 
‘receive, if the act of the fourteenth July, eigh- 
‘teen hundred and thirty-two had not gone into 
t effect.” 

Mr. S. felt that a few remarks by way of ex- 
planation were necessary, after the vote which 
had been given this morning. He was able to 
satisfy any gentleman that, unless this provision 
was made, the collector of Philadelphia, instead of 
receiving $3,000 per annum, to which he was re- 
stricted by the amendment which had been adopted, 
would, in fact, be more than $3,000 out of pocket. 
That collector was allowed by law a commission 
on the duties of three-eighths of one per cent.,. 


which amounted the past year to $6,300. The |! 
| official fees amounted to $2,900. These together 
| amount to $9,200. Now, the collector is obliged 


to pay in clerk hire $12,200, and $700 for.station- 
ery. Unless, therefore, this provision be adopted, 
the collector of -Philadelphia would not get any 
compensation whatever. He mentioned this asan 
illustration of the necessity for the amendment. 
It has been the desire, for some time past, of the 
Committee on Commerce, to arrange a general 
A mass of 
materials had been collected for this purpose, which 
had been unfortunately burnt. Papers were now 
in the progress of being obtained, which would 
shed the necessary light on this important branch 


Mr. CLAYTON said, it was well known that 
the FIouse had raised a committee in consequence 
of a resolution introduced by himself, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the propriety of reducing 
During a recent 
visit to New York, he was informed of certain 


| facts relative to the collection of the customs 
| there, which induced him to warn the House not 
| to grope in the dark. There had been a great 
i increase of officers there since 1828. Mr. C. gave 


way to 
Mr. SUTHERLAND, who said that more care, 


‘vigilance, and circumspection, was necessary to 
i be exercised, when part of a cargo consisted of 
| goods free of duty. The officers of customs, in 


this country, were men of high character and 


| respectability. He hoped no measures would be 


taken, which might, by any possibility, tend to 
lower this standard, and place them on a footing 


! of those in Europe. Unless a fair compensation is 
the act of May, 1828, for the years 1833 and 1834, i 


given them, they cannot discharge their duties. If 


! the revenue is not collected, there will be no occa- 


sion for inquiring where the Treasury is. Mr.S, 


i went into a detailed statement showing the pro- 
| priety of the amendment. 


Mr. POLK requested that a letter from the Sec- 


į retary of the Treasury, dated 30:h April last, on 


the subject of the compensation of custom-house 


| officers, might be read; which having been done, 
i Mr. P. said, a provision on this subject would 


GAMBLE moved to amend the amend-. 


| have been introduced into the bill, had this letter 
| been received in sufficient season. 

| Mr. CLAYTON said it was impossible to fore- 
; see the consequences of adopting this amendment. 
i There had been a great increase of custom-house 
| officers in New York since 1828, which he enu- 
; merated. The annual expense had increased from 
| $150,000 to $300,000. Before any such measure . 
| as this is adopted, there should be a fall investiga- 
| tion on the subject. 

The additional section proposed by Mr. Suru- 
| ERLAND was so modified as to apply only to col- 
| lectors, naval officers, and surveyors. 

Mr. 8. said he would vote for the amendment in 
; its altered state, though it was not in the shape he 
i desired. It was, nevertheless, better than no pro- 
vision on the subject. 

| After some remarks from Mr. J. W. HUNT- 
| INGTON in opposition to the amendment as 
: modified— : 

| Mr. GORHAM said he was opposed to the 
; amendment as it originally stood, extending, as it 
| did, to the officers appointed by the collector, as 
| well as to those appointed by the President. and 
‘Senate. But,as modified, he saw no objection to 
i its adoption, Unless something of this kind was 
; done, it was uncertain whether the three officers 
| now included in the amendment would receive any 
: compensation whatever. The amounts had all 
| heen limited by the vote upon the amendment by 
| the gentleman from Ohio. At the principal ports 
; he was in favor of compensating. them up to the 
f amount of the limitation, indeed, going beyond it, 
i for the limitation adopted this morning had not 
| received his vote. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, went into a 
| Statement of the compensation of certain subordi- 
| nate officers of the customs under the amendment 
| as it oniginally stood. 

The CHAIR apprized him of the modification, 

Mr. H. intimated that he had no objection to 
the amendment as it now stood. 

After some remarks from Messrs. SELDEN 
and JARVIS relative to the emoluments of officers 
i of the customs— i l 
| Mr. VANCE moved ah amendment to the 
; amendment, directing a certain proportion of the 
| officers of the customs of New York to be dis- 
| missed. x 
Mr. V. said, after these officers had been dis- 
; missed there will have been an increase since 1828. 
The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Parker] 
had stated a few days since that the tariff of 1898 
| had given rise to so much smuggling as to render 
jan increase of custom-house officers necessary. 
i Tf the high duties were a sufficient reason for 
' increasing the officers, the reduction of duties 
should be a sufficient reason for cutting down their 
number. g 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must be permit- 
j ted to say this was an extraordinary mode of pro- 
; ceeding upon a subject which required so careful 
jan examination of facts. The gentleman from 
| Georgia (Mr. Crayton] had referred to the in- 
' crease of officers at New. York. He hoped that 
| gentleman would do the collector the justice to 
| ascertain the number of vessels which entered and 
| cleared at that port, examine into the amount of 
| the revenue collected, and satisfy himself whether 
| it was collected so economically at any other port 
| of the United States. He was entirely willing to 
| Support any well digested and practicable arrange- 
| ment of these offices. The amendment, as it had 
| been originally moved, was the same as was pro- 
| posed at the last session by the then chairman of 
i the Committee of Ways and Means—a gentleman 
/ who resided in the city of New York, and who 
i had also drawn the report in favor of the United 
| States Bank. 

Mr. PARKER said the amendment to the 
amendment did not go far enough, It only pro- 
| Posed to dismiss a part of the custom-house off- 
cers. It shéuld have gone to dismiss the whole. 
| He had frequently had occasion to go to the cus- 
| tom-house in New York. He was entirely con- 
vinced that the officers there employed could not 
be dispensed with. TIe had never seen in his life 
| individuals more busily employed. Gentlemen 
| appeared to suppose that because the rate of duties 
had been lessened, there was less employment for 


i custom-house officers. Ele would inform those 
gentlemen that everything required before to be 
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done was necessary now. in fact, some portion 
of employment was greatly increased. ‘Vhe ab- 
truse mode of calculating duties required by the 
compromise law was calculated sometimes to puz- 
zie even an expert accouniant. The gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Vance] had alluded to his remark 
that the high tariff of 1328 bad increased the pro- 
pensity for smuggling: This was notoriously the 
fact, and rendered more officers essential to the pro- 
tection of the revenue; and one of the most unfor- 
tunate consequences of the system of high duties 
is,that when men under the temptation of fifty per 
cent. have been induced to smuggle, they will not 
leave it off when duties are reduced to twenty-five 
per cent. It must also be remembered that the 
trade of New York has nearly doubled since 1838. 


{t had swallowed up that of many other places, | 


and it might be said of almost all other places of 
the United States. That a large increase of officers, 
under these circumstances was necessary, was not 
a matter of surprise. 

Mr. BROWN said, the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vance] proposes 


the revenue in the city of New York. As one of 
the delegation from that State, he could not feel 
indifferent to the fate of this extraordinary propo- 
sition; and unwilling as he was to occupy the 
attention of the Elouse, he must be permitted to 
make a few observations upon the subject. Gen- 
tlemen seem to argue this question as if the rev- 
enue officers and the Government alone were in- 
terested in its decision. He begged to correct this 
impression, if he was right in supposing such 
existed in the minds cf honorable members, There 
was another class whose interests might be preju- 
diced by the event, that class was the merchants, 
those concerned in the vast commerce of the city, 


which led them to transact business with the cus- |: 


tom-house. What information is there before 
Congress that the officers employed in that branch 


of the public service were too numerous? Were | 


there more than the public interest and conveni- 
ence required? None whatever, sir. The facts 
communicated by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Crayton] do not touch the question. He 


would, at a proper time, and upon a proper occa- | 


sion, go with gentlemen in any reasonable effort 
to reduce the number of revenue officers, or the 
salaries of revenue officers, whenever such reduc- 
tion can be made without injury to the public ser- 
vice, or diminishing the facilities for the transaction 
of commercial business. What particular reason 
exists for the application of this proposition to the 
city of New York alone, the House had not been 
informed, nor could he conjecture. Gentlemen 
were sometimes inclined to find fault with New 
York politics, and New York influence, but he 
hardly expected, while the general appropriation 
bill was under consideration, that the number of 


her citizens engaged in the collection of the rev- |; r 
|! Ewing, Forester, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, William | 


enue should be made the special subject of ani- 
madversion. New York has much to be proud of 
besides her well-spread commerce, which it might 
not become her Representatives to enumerate here. 
And she had as little to fear from the most search- 
ing scrutiny into her political affairs on any other 
branch of her public concerns, as any other por- 
tion of the Union. He hoped gentlemen might 
have an opportunity to see her as she really was; 
and when they felt inclined to speak of the num- 
ber of officers employed within her limits in the 
preservation and collection of the revenue, he 
begged they would not forget her commerce, and 
the vast amount of revenue she brought yearly 
into the public Treasury. i 

The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Hunt- 
incton} seemed to think that the extent of ser- 


vice rendered in carrying into effect the revenue |; 


laws, and the collection of the impost duties, de- 
pended upon the amount realized by the Govern- 
ment; and that the operation of the last tariff law 


has taken away the necessity for the same num- |! 
This opinion, he |; i 
i in the Committee of the Whole, and there rejected, | 


ber of custom-house officers. 
apprehended, was not true, to the extent which 
the gentleman seemed to suppose, and the obser- 
vations of his colleague (Mr. CamBRELENG] were 
so fall and satisfactory, that he would not trouble 
the House further with.that branch of the subject. 
Alihough,asagencral rule, he was opposed tolegis- 
lating upon offices or salaries in an appropriation 


8 0 | dred dollars each. 
to strike from existence oue hundred and twenty- || 
one of the officers employed in the collection of | 


| which he opposed the amendment on the ground 


‘and watchmen of the northeast execuuve building. 
The amendment was agreed to. i 
i Pearce, 


| insert “ eighteen,” instead of “ thirty-six,” in the 


bill, further than to provide means for the pay- 
ment of those already created, still, rather than 
leave collectors, surveyors, and naval officers with- | 
out an adequate compensation, he would so far 
depart from this rule as to vote for the amendment i 
making provision for that purpose. 

_ Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, spoke in oppo- 
sition to the motion, and in reply to Messrs. 
Vance and CLAYTON. 

Mr. VANCE said, asthe House was impatient 
for the question, and as the gentleman from New | 
York (Mr. Campreienc] did not wish his amend- 
ment to be encumbered, he would withdraw his | 
motion. -> 

Mr. FILLMORE being solicitous, as he said, | 


i that this amendment should not be considered as | 


inconsistent with the clause adopted on motion of | 
the member from Ohio, [Mr. Vance,] moved to 
amend the amendment by adding to it the pro- 
visions, that in no case should the compensation of | 


i 
i 
i] 
i 


| a collector exceed three thousand dollars, nor that | 


of the surveyor and naval officers twenty-five hun- | 


Mr. SUTHERLAND accepted the amendment 
as a modification, in order to prevent further delay, 
declaring, at the same time, that he was opposed 
to thereduction of the emoluments of those ofiicers. 

After some remarks from Mr. CLAYTON, in 


that the whole subject of salaries was before the 
Committee on Retrenchment, 


Mr. HUNTINGTON called for the yeas and | 


Py i 
| nays on the-question; and they were ordered. | 


The question being taken, it was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 78, nays 116. 
YEAS.—Messrs. John Adams, Heman Allen, 


Beardsley, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, | 


|| Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Samuel Clark, Clay, | 
Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, H. Everett, Fowler, | 
Galbraith, Gillet, Gorham, Joseph Hall, Halsey, | 


Hannegan, Jos. M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 


Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, | 


Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin 


| Jones, Kavanagh, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Luke 
, Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Joel K. Mann, | 
Mardis, McKim, McVean, Robert Mitchell, | 


Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Dutee J. 


Ward, Wayne, Webster, Whallon—78. 


Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, Barnitz, 


Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beatty, Beaumont, ; 


James M. Bell, Binney, Blair, Bouldin, Bull, Burd, 
Burges, Cage, Casey, Chambers,Chaney ,Chilton, 
Chinn, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Coffee, | 
Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Darlington, į 
W. R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, | 
Deming,Denny ,Dickson,Duncen,Danlap, Evans, 


K. Fuler, Fulton, Gambie, Garland, Gholson, j 


| Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Griffin, Hiland Hall, ii 
T. H. Hall, Hardin, James Harper, Hawkins, || 
| Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Jarvis, || 


William Cost Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Kin- : 


| nard, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Lucas, Lyon, Martin- il 
dale, Marshall, Moses Mason, McCarty, Mclutire, || 


McKay, McKennan, McLene, Miller, Milligan, 
Moore, Patton, Peyton, Pinckney, Pope, Potts, 


i Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Schley, W. B. Shepard, i; 
A. H. Shepperd, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Stew- lt 


art, Wm. B. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tomp- 


|| Schley, 
Pearce, Franklin Piercey Pierson, Plummer, Polk, | 
| Selden, Shinn, William Slade, Charles Slade, | 
Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, William Taylor, i 
Thomson, Tarrill, Vanderpoel, Van Flouten, | 
‘| Wayne, Webster, Whallon, 
WNAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, John J. Alien, | 


Mr. A. recapitulated. the arguments which he 
had urged in the Committee of the Whole, in favor: 
of this amendment, and called for the yeas. and 
nays on the motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. WAYNE briefly replied. ‘ 4 

After some remarks from Messrs. BARRIN- 
GER, WILLIAMS, and FOSTER, the question 
was taken, and determined in the negative:. Yeas 
69, nays 123. oe 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, Barber, 
Bates, Beatty, James M. Beli, Binney, Briggs, 
Bull, Burd, Chambers, Chilton, William Clark, 


| Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Dar- 


ington, Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Deming, 
Denny, Dickson, Evans, Horace Everett, Foster, 
Gamble, Garland, Gilmer, Gorham, Grennell, Hi- 
land Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazel- 
tine, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, 
William C. Johnson, Lay, Lincoln, Lucas, Mar- 
tindale, Marshall, McKennan, Milligan, Potts, 
Reed, Selden, William Slade, Sloane, Philemon 
Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, 
Vinton, Watmough, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wise, Young—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen,Anthony, Barringer, Baylies,Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Casey, Cha- 


i| ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, 


Davenport, Day, Deberry, Dickerson, Dickinson, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Felder, Forester, Fowler, Philo 


|G. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gholson, Gillet, 


Graham, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 


Xi i Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hatha- 
William Allen, Anthony, Banks, Beale, Bean, |; 


way, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, 
Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, 
Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, 
Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Love, Loyall, 
Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, Mc- 
Carty, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McLene, Mc- 
Vean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Pinck- 
ney, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Rencher, 
William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepherd, 
Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Spangler, Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, William Taylor, 
William P. Taylor, Thomson, Turril, Vander- 
poel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
E. D. White—123. 
WISE moved that the House do now ad- 
journ; which was negatived. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment of Mr. Vancz, which goes 
to limit the compensation of certain officers’ of the 
customs, was adopted, on the ground of the thin- 
ness of the House when that amendment was 
carried. 9 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS advocated the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote; and wishing to propose a farther 
amendment to the bill, moved an adjournment; 
which was negatived. 

Mr.J. W. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The motion to reconsider was lost; ayes 86, 
noes 94. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, John Adams, 
William Allen, Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 
Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Briggs, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Chinn, Sam- 
uel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Day, Philemon Dicker- 
son, Fowler, William K. Faller, Gillet, Grabam, 


Mr. 


kins, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Wagener, | Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hannegan, Hard, Har- 


Wardwell, Watmough, Edward D. White, Fred- il 
| erick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Wil- 
liams, Wise, Young—l16. j: 

So the emendment was rejected. |i ; 
+) Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, 
i! Loyall, Joel I 


H 


l Melintire, McKim, McLene, McVean, Murphy, 


Mr. POLK moved to strike out $850, and insert 
$1,250 as the compensation of the superintendent 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS renewed the motion made - 


to strike out ‘*Great Britain and Russia,” and | 


following clause: 

i For the salaries of the Ministers of the United | 
States to Great Britain, France, Spain, and Rus- | 
sia, thirty-six thousand dollars. 


| Howell, 


din, Joseph M. Harper, Hathaway, Hawkins, 
Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, 
M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
Kavanagh, Kinnard, 


Richard 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, 


. Mann, Martindale, Moses Mason, 


Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. 
Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, 
Polk, Schley, Selden, Shinn, William 


Plummer, illi 
Standifer, Sutherland, Wiliam 


Slade, Speight, 


|! Taylor, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Hou- 
| ten, Ward, Wardwell, 


Wayne, Wallon, and 
W ise—86. i ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, John’ F. Allen, 


” ‘| Chilton Allan, Anthony, Banke, Barber, Barrin- 
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‘ger, Bates, Beaty, Beaumont, James M. Bell, 
Binney, Boon, Bull, Burd, Casey, Chambers, Cha- 
ney; Chilton, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, 
Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Darlington, 
Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenpert, De- | 
‘berry, Deming, Denney, Dickson, D. W. Dickin- 
son, Dunlap, Evans, Horace Everett, Ewing, Fel- 
dei, Forester, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Gamble, 
Garland, Grennell, Hiland Hall, James Harper, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, 
Jabaz W . Huntington, Jackson, William C. John- 
son, Laporte, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Mar- | 
shall, Mardis, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, 
Miiller, Milligan, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Peyton, 
Pope, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Rencher, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Slade, 
Smith, Spangler, Stewart, William P. Taylor, 
Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, Tweedy, 
Vance, Wagener, Watmough, Webster, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilde, and Young—94. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to add the following pro- 
viso, after the item making appropriation for the 
salaries of ministers abroad: 

“ Provided, That so much of thesum herein ap- 
.* propriated for the payment of the salaries of the 
‘ministers to Great Britain and Russia shall not be 
‘ expended unless the appointment of said ministers 
*shall have been made with the consent and advice 
© of the Senate. ”? 

A discussion arose upon this amendment, in 
which Messrs. DAVIS, BYNUM, LANE, H. 
EVERETT, and EWING took part, when Mr. 
WISE moved to amend the amendment, by add- 
ing ‘unless vacancies shall happen during the 
recess of the Senate.” 

‘Mr. SELDEN suggested the propriety of sub- 
atituting ‘‘occar,” or * arise,’’ for the word “‘hap- 
pen,” which had been settled by the highest 
authority to include existing vacancies, as well as 
those which might hereafter take place. 

Mr. WISE considered the word ‘* happen ” to 
be the only appropriate term, being that used in 
the»Constitution. 

Mr, PATTON explained at length the grounds 
upon which he should feel bound to vote against 
the amendment to the amendment; to whom Mr. 
WISE replied. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY stated his objection to the 
amendment and the amendment to it. It was 
worse’ than useless to reénact the Constitution in 
an appropriation bill. , 

Mr. DAVIS explained his views in offering the 
amendment, in reply to Mr. Bearpszey. 

Mr. FOSTER suggested a modification of the 
amendment; which was not accepted. 

Mr. COULTER moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived. 

Mr. DAVENPORT moved acall of the House; 
upon which he demanded the yeas and nays; 
whichevere ordered. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved an adjournment; which 
‘was negatived—ayes 49, noes 95. 

The question was taken on the call of the House; 
which’ was refused—yeas 41, nays 127. 

YiEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 
Binney, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, William 
Clark, Clowney, Coulter, Darlington, Warren R. 
Davis, Davenport, Deming, Denny, Evans, Hor- 
ace Everett, Ewing, Foster, Garland, Griffin, 
Hard, James Harper, Hawes, J. W. Huntington, 
William C, Johnson, Lay, Lincoln, Martindale, 
Rencher, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Wat- 
mough, Frederick Whittlesey, Wild, and Young 


AL. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, Jobn J. Allen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Baylies, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Bodie, Boon, 
Bouldin, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burd, Burns, By- 
nam, Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, 
Clay, Clayton, Coffee, Connor, Amos Davis, Day, 
Deberry, Dickson, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, 
Forester, William K. Faller, Fulton, Gamble, 
Gillet, Graham, Hiland Hall, Halsey, Hamer, 


Hannegan, Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, |j 


Hathaway, Hawkins, Hazeltine, Henderson, | 
Hiester, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, | 
Jackson, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 


Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Lewis, Love, 
Loyal!, Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses 


Mason, McCarty, Mcintire, McKay, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Robert. Mitchell, Moore, Mur- 
phy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Dutee į 
J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, | 
Pinckney, Plummer, Polls, Pope, Potts, Ramsey, 
Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Charles | 
Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Suth- ; 
erland, William Taylor, Thomson, Turner, Tur- | 
rill, Tweedy, Vance, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Whallon, Edward 
D. White, Elisha Whittlesey, and Wise—127. 

The amendment to the amendment having been 
negatived— ` 

The question was then taken on Mr. Davis’s 
amendment, which was lost: Yeas 45, nays 122. 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Banks, Barber, | 

Beatty, Burd, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, W. 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Darlington, Warren 
R. Davis, Amos Davis, Deming, Denny, Dickson, 
Evans, Horace Everett, Ewing, Foster, Fulton, | 
Gamble, Griffin, Hiland Hail, Hard, James Har- | 
per, Inge, William Cost Johnson, Lay, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Martindale, Milligan, Pinckney, Selden, 
Sloane, William P. Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Philemon Thomas, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Wat- 
mough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wise, Young—45. 
_ NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John 
Adams, John J. Allen, William Allen, Anthony, | 
Barringer, Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beau- | 
mont, Binney, Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, 
Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, 
Clay, Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Davenport, Day, | 
Deberry, P. Dickerson, D. W. Dickinson, Dun- | 
lap, Forester, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Ful- 
ler, Gillet, Graham, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Haw- 
kins, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, 
Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thos. 
Lee, Leavitt, Love, Loyall, Joel K. Mann, Mar- 
dis, Moses Mason, McCarty, McIntire, McKay, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, 
Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, 
D. J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, 
Plummer, Polk,. Pope, Potts, Ramsay, Rencher, 
Schley, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, Smith, 
Spangler, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, 
William Taylor, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Van Houten, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Whallon, E. D. White—122. 

Mr.J. Q. ADAMS moved to amend the bill 
by striking out the appropriation for salaries and 
outfit for a chargé d’affaires to Buenos Ayres; 
upon which he asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. A. explained the grounds of his motion at 
length; when the question was taken and lost: 
Yeas 52, nays 101. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 
Binney, Bull, Campbell, Chilton, William Clark, 
Coulter, Darlington, W. R. Davis, Amos Davis, 
' Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, PhiloC. Fuller, 
Garland, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 
James Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine, Hiester, Wil- 


Lyon, Martindale, McKay, Milligan, Potts, Reed, 
Selden, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Turner, 
Tweedy, Vance, Watmough, Frederick Whittle- 
| sey, Elisha Whittlesey, and Wilde—52. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 
| Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Bouldin, Brown, 
Bunch, Burd, Burns, Bynum, Cage, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, 
Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Horace Ey- 
erett, Forester, William K. Fuller, Gillet,Graham, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Richard 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Ben- 
Jamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Joel Ic. 
Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, McCarty,Mcinti re, 
| McKim, McLene, Miller, Mitchell, Murphy, Os- 
i good, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, D. J. Pearce, 
Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 


liam Cost Johnson, King, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, | 


Mr. L. explained the object of this amendment 
at length, to whom Mr. CONNOR replied. 

Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays upon 
the motion; which were ordered. . 

Mr. McKAY could not vote to support this 
appropriation, unless a proviso was added that 
the appropriation should not sanction the employ- 
ment of additional clerks hereafter. Mr. McK. 
explained his views on this subject. ` 

The amendment of Mr. Livcoin was debated 
at length by Messrs. BATES, CONNOR, E. 
WHITTLESEY, PEARCE,McK AY,WILDE, 
REED,and HAWES, when Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON demanded the previous question, which was ` 
afterwards withdrawn. 

Mr. WISE moved an adjournment; upon which 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked the yeas and nays; 
i which were ordered. 

The motion to adjourn lost—yeas 48, nays 97. 

YEAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
Banks, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, Binney, Briggs, 
Burd, Campbell, William Clark, Darlington, De- 
berry, Deming, Denny, Evans, Ewing, Foster, 

hilo C. Fuller, Gamble, Garland, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, 
Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, William Cost 
Johnson, King, Lay, Lincoln, Milligan, Pinckney, 
Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Sloane, Spangler, Vance, 
Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, Frederick 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Wise, and Young—48. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beards- 
ley, Beaumont, Blair, Bodle, Bouldin, Bull, Bunch, 
Burns, Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, Chinn, S. 
Clark, Clay, Connor, Amos Davis, Day, Dickson, 
Philemon Dickerson, David W. Dickinson, Dun- 
lap, Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Gillet, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Hender- 
son, Howell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Jarvis, R. 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Ben- 
jamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyal], Lyon, 
Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, McIntire, 
KeKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, Robert Mitch- 
ell, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Dutee 
J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plum- 
mer, Polk, Pope, Schley, A. HI. Shepperd, Shinn, 
Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, William 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Tur- 
rill, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Webster, Whallon, and Elisha Whittlesey—97. 

The debate upon Mr. LINCOLN’S motion was 
further continued by Messrs. WILDE, E.WHIT- 
TLESEY, McKAY, and LINCOLN, when the 
question was taken, and the motion was negatived 
—ayes 56, noes 97. . 

YEHAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Banks, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James M. 
Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Campbell, Chilton, 
William Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Amos 
Davis, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dickson, Evans, 
| Philo C. Fuller, Garland, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez 
W. Huntington, Jackson, William Cost Johnson, 
Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Mardis, Millizan, Pinckney, 
Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Selden, William Slade, 
Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Turner, Vance, Vinton, 
Watmough, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde, Wise, and Young—56. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Beal, Bean, Beardsley, 
Beaumont, Blair, Bodle, Bunch, Burd, Burns, 
Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, 
Connor, Coulter, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, 
Dunlap, Forester, Foster, Fowler, William K. 
Fuller, Gamble, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. 
i Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Sea- 
; born Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, King, 
| Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, 
Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Moses 


Pope, Ramsay, Schley, Augustine H, Shepperd, 
Shinn, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Suther- 


i Mason, McIntire, McKay, McKim, Melene, 
' Miller, Robert Mitchell, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 
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Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, DuteeJ. Pearce, 
Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 
Pope, Schley, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, William Taylor, 
Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 
ee Ward, Wardwell, Webster, and W hal- 
on—97. 

Mr. WILDE moved to strike from the bill the 
item which provides for the compensation and 
expenses of an agent to Tlavana,io procure the 
archives of Florida. Mr. W. stated the grounds 
of his motion, There was no law creating this 
office, and no appointment by the confirmation of 
the Senate of any such officer. 

Mr. POLK held in his hand the correspondence 
of the Secretary of State and Attorney General 
on this subject. The archives in question involved 


the titles to public lands of immense value, and ; 


had been withheld in contravention of the treaty 
of 1819. Mr. P. went into an explanation of the 
object and duties of this agency, and referred to a 
former law sanctioning the appointment. 


After some remarks from Messrs. WILDE and | 
McKAY, in reply, the motion to strike out was | 


lost—yeas 49, nays 91. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, John J. Allen, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 
J. M. Bell, Binney, Campbell, Chilton, Chinn, 
Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Amos Davis, Denny, 


Dickson, Evans, Ewing, P. C. Fuller, Garland, | 


. Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, James Harper, 
Hawes, Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez W. Hunting- 
ton, Jackson, Seaborn Jones, King, Lay, Lewis, 
Lincoln, McKay, Milligan, Pinckney, Potts, Sel- 
den, Augustine FI. Shepperd, Sloane, Spangler, 
Turner, Watmough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Wise, and Young—49. R 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
Blair, Bodle, 
Chaney, Clark, Clay, Connor, Coulter, Day, De- 
berry, Ph 
Dunlap, Horace Everett, Forester, Fowler, Wil- 
liam K. Faller, Gamble, Halsey, Hamer, Hanne- 

an, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 
awkins, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Cave 


Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, | 


Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lea, Leavitt, 
Loyall, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, 
Melntire, McKim, McLene, Miller, Robert Mitch- 
ell, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Pat- 
ton, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, 
Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Ramsay, Schley, Shinn, 
Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, 
William Taylor, Thomson, Tompkins, .Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 
Wardwell, Webster, Whallon, Frederick Whit- 
tlesey—-91. 


Mr. McKAY then moved his proposed proviso | 


to the appropriation for additional clerks in the 
General Post Office, declaring that it was not in- 
tended to sanction the employment of clerks not 
provided for by law hereafter. 

It was opposed by Messrs. HARDIN and 

_CONNOR, and was negatived without division. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
yead a third time on Monday. 

The House then, atone o’clock,a.m., adjourned 
over to Monday. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 12, 1834. 
A message upon executive business was received 


from the President of the United States, by Mr. |; 


Donexson, his Private Secretar 
A message was received from 
resentatives, by Mr. FRANKLIN, 


y. 
the House of Rep- 


for the civil and diplomatic expenditures of the 

Government for the year 1834; and also the army 

appropriation bill for the same year. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 
near fourteen hundred citizens of Rochester, New 
York, praying a restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and a recharter of said 
institution. Also, a memorial of a similar charac- 
ter from Mifflin county, Pennsylvania; and the 
proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Detroit, 
Michigan Territory, of a like nature. 


Briggs, Bunch, Burd, Burns, Casey, | 


Wagener, Ward, ; 


their Clerk, stating | 
that they had passed the general appropfiation bill | 


A E 


ilemon Dickerson, David W. Dickinson, ; 


| sions, reported a bill withoutamendment, granting | 


| tives for the relief of Francis B. Ogden. 


| was read; when, on motion of 


-United States, praying that the deposites may not 


| ants of Livingston county, New York, praying a 
| recharter of the Bank of the United States, anda | 


i sustaining the Executive, and against a recharter | 


| Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


i trict of Columbia. 


Allof which were referred to the Committee on || 


Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. McKEAN presented thememorial ofninety- | 
six inhabitants of Chester county, Pennsylvania, 
in favor of the restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and a recharter of that 
institution. 
Also, the proceedings of a meeting in Cumber- 
land county, Pennsylvania, of a similar nature. ji 
And a memorial of inhabitants of Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvania, sustaining the Executive 
in the course pursued towards the Bank of the 


be restored to that institution, or that the same be 
rechartered. 
All of which were referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. i 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of one | 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-six inhabit- || 
f 


! 
A : ! 
restoration of the deposites to the same. j 
_Also, a memorial of six hundred and ninety- | 
eight inhabitants of Warren county, New York, ; 


of the bank, or a restoration of the deposites. 
And the memorial of eight hundred and ten citi- 

zens of Schenectady county, New York, ofa like į 

character of the preceding. ii 
All of which were referred to the Committee on 


i 
i 
i 
g 
A 
4 
| 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of | 


John T. Towers, praying to be compensated for |; 


medical services rendered during the prevalence of | 
the cholera in the city of Washington, in 1832; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- ; 


REPORTS. 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom it had been recommitted, ; 


, reported a bill with amendments, to authorize the | 


relinquishment of the 16:h sections, being lands | 


| set apart for the benefit of schools, and to enter | 


other lands in lieu thereof. The bill, on motion 
of Mr. Poiwpexter, was laid on the table. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- | 
tee, reported a bill reviving the act of 34 March, | 
1817, to authorize the sale of four sections of land | 
in Alabama to certain French emigrants, for the | 
cultivation of the vine and olive. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pen- 


pensions to certain persons therein named. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill without amendment, for the relief 
of John S. Flemming. x 

Mr. BELL, from tbe Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill extending the patent right of | 
John Ames, for certain improvements in the manu- | 
facture of paper. 

And, algo, a bill from the House of Representa- 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the i 
Judiciary, reported a bill adjusting the northern | 
boundary line of the State of Ohio, The report 


Mr. EWING, one thousand extra copies wer 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill equalizing the repre- |; 
sentation in the Territory of Florida, without | 
amendment. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on Finance, |! 
reported a bill for the relief of part of the crew of l 
the brig Sarah George. o 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported abill from the House of Represent- | 
atives, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury | 


to remit certain duties chargeable to Aaron Bald- |; . 
i! The report of the committee on the Rhode Island 


win, on part of the cargo of the brig Despatch. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the same committee, i 
reported a bill without amendment, for the relief | 


of Ezekiel Foster and Company. | 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
administrator of Michael Hogan, deceased. The i 
report was ordered to be printed. él 

Mr. 
mittee on Engrossed Bills. | 

Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice, introduced | 
a bill for the relief of Col. A. R. Woolley; which | 
was read, and ordered to a third reading. i 


eil 
i 


| Prentiss, 


MORRIS made a report from the Com- | 


| a 
j able to the petition 
| The report of t 


The following resolutions were submitted: 
By Mr. McKEAN: : ; 
„Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
directed to inquire into the expediency and justice 
of granting a pension to Thomas Bradford, of 
Philadelphia, a captain in the revolutionary wars 
By Mr. PORTER: i 
„Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bë 
directed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing a survey and examination to be made of the 
Ball Pass, at the mouth of the Bayou La Fouche, 
in the State of Louisiana, in order to ascertain the 


| practicability and cost of deepening the same and 


rendering it navigable. 

By Mr. KANE: 

Resolved, That the- Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of refund- 
ing to Pierre Menard the amount of discount and 
interest by him paid to the Bank.of tlie United 


| Stateson money by the said bank advanced for the 


service of the United States. 
The last resolution was agreed to, aod the 


| accompanying documents referred to the same 


committee. : 
GENERAL ORDERS. baed 
The bill from the House of Representatives 


! making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 


expenditures for the year 1834, was read by its 

title, and, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, referred 

to the Committee on Finance. 4 : 
The following bills were read a third time and 

| passed” 

A bill for the relief of Luther L. Smith; 

| A bill for the relief of Coleman Fisher; 

| _ A bill condemning convicts in the courts of tife 

| United States, when sentenced to confinement in 

| the jails and penitentiaries of the several States, 

to similar treatment as convicts confined in those 

| prisons; è 

| A bill to provide for the legal adjudication and 

i il of the claims to land therein mentioned; 
and, 

A bill authorizing the Polish exiles, lately ‘ar- 
rived in this country, to locate a township of land. 
| in the State of Hlinois or Territory of Michigan. 
| On the passage of this bill, Mr. WAGGAMAN: 
| asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered,’ 
i and are as follows: : 
i YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
| ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, McKean, Moore, Morris, Naudain,’ 
Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 


i] Silsbee, Smith, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 


Webster, Wilkins—25. R 
NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Grundy, Hen-. 
dricks, Fill, Kane, King of Alabama, Robinson, 
Shepley, Swift, Tyler, Waggaman, White, 
Wright——14, ` 
SPECIAL ORDER. 


The bill to authorize the people of the Territory 
of Arkansas to form a constitution and State 
government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union upon an equal footing with the 
original States, in all respects whatsoever, was 
taken up. $ 

Mr. EWING moved that the bill be laid upon 
| the table; which motion was taken by yeas and 
avs, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster—22. 

WA YS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Black, Grun- 


1 dy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Mc- 


| Kem, Mangum, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tall- 


Tyler, White, Wilkins, Wright 


: madge, Tipton, 
;—19. 


election was then taken up. . 
Mr. WRIGHT intimated a wish on the part of 


: Mr, Porrer, who contests, the seat of Mr. Ros- 


|! pins, thatthe subject should be postponed to Mon- 


ay next;and the Senate complied with the request. 
; Mr. BIBB called up his resolutions amending 
| the Constitution of the United States; when, on 
| his motion, the resolutions were made the order 
! of the day for Thursday next. : 
| The report of the Committee on Claims, unfavor- 
of Samuel Hardesty; and 

he Committee on Commerce, 


-880 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘unfavorable to the petition of tte owners of the 


i 


bronze statue of Thomas Jefferson 


schooner. Fair Lady; v 
Were severally read, and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate pro~ 
ceeded to ballot for a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, vacated by the resignation of the 


Honorable Wituiam C. Rives; whereupon Mr. 


Cray was chosen. 
ae ‘THE PENSION FUND. 
Mr. CLA : 
ation the report of the Judiciary Committee on 
the message of the President relative to the Uni- 
ted States Bank and the pension fund; agreed to. 
Mr. CLAYTON made some remarks in favor 
of adopting the report, and concluded by moving 
an amendment to the resolution, that the Secretary 
of War has no authority to appoint a pension 
agent, except when specially authorized to do so 
by act of Congress; which was agreed to. . 
Mr. WRIGHT then expressed a wish to give 
his views upon this subject, and moved to post- 
pone it till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 
The Senate then took up the joint resolution 
reported by the Library Committee, accepting the 
» presented by 


Lieutenant Levy, and directing it to be placed in 


the centre of the public square east of the Capitol, || 


On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, the report was 
concurred in, and the resolution adopted. 

The resolution authorizing the purchase of thir- 
teen copies of the American State Papers was 
taken up for consideration. 

The resolution was supported by Messts. FRE- 
LINGHUYSEN and EWING, on the ground 
that the work was indispensable to members of 
Congress in the performance of their legislative 
duties; that the work was already printed, and 
the object was only to supply those new Senators 
who had not obtained them.. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, opposed the resolution 
on constitutional grounds—that ‘it was taking 
money out of the Treasury for the purchase of 
books for the private libraries of members, with- 
out an appropriation by law; and that any other 
works might, with the same propriety, be pur- 
chased, and to any amount and extent. He admit- 
ted that works might be purchased which were 
necessary for the use of the members in the per- 
formance of their public duties, but that they 
should be confined to the office, and not be given 
as an absolute property to the officer. 


3 | 
YTON moved to take up for consider- 


Mr. K. moved to lay the resolution on the table: 


for- the balance of the season; which was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. K. then moved an amendment, that the 
books should be left in the hands of the Secretary 
of the Senate, by the Senators, at the termination 
of their service, for the use of their successors; 
which was negatived. . 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, Mr. IX, asked the yeasand nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows, to wit! 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Clay, 
linghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, McKean, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
and Wilkins—9Q0. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Morris, Shepley, and 
White—13, 

So the resolution was agreed to; and it was then 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; when, after Spending some time therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
2 Monpay, May 12, 1884. 

The memorial of sundry citizens of Savannah, 
heretofore presented bw Mr. Wayne, having been 
postponed to this day, came up. : 

Mr. PATTON, in consequence of the absence 
from his seat of the gentleman from Georgia, 
moved that the further consideration of this sub- 
ject be postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. DUNCAN wished to get rid of discussion 
on the subject, and moved to lay the memorial on 


| the table, and print. 


Ewing, Fre- |i 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY -appealed to the gen- 


| tleman from Illinois whether, in the absence of 
t 


the gentleman who had charge of this memorial, 
courtesy did not render it. proper to withdraw his 


| motion to lay on. the table.. 


Mr. DUNCAN declined. 

The motion to lay on the table was negatived. 

The further consideration of the memorial was 
then postponed to Monday next. 

The consideration of the memorial from citizens 
of Ontario county, New York, which had been 
| postponed to this day, was further postponed, on 
| motion of Mr. DICKSON, to Monday next. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The consideration of the memorial from citizens 
of Oneida county, which Mr. Seinen moved to 
refer to a select committee, which had been post- 
poned from last Monday, having come up— 

- Mr. SELDEN, who was entitled to the floor, 
said he was willing, atthe request of the chairman 
| of the Committee of Ways and Means, to suspend 

his remarks until the third reading of the appro- 
 priation bill could be gone through with. 


consent, would take up and dispose of the appro- 
priation bill. 

It being objected to— 

Mr. POLK moved the rules of the House be 
suspended, in order that the engrossed appropria- 
tion bill might now be read a third time. 

The motion to suspend the rules was carried: 
Ayes 101, noes 31. 


the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year 1834 was then read a third time, and 
passed. 

i ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. POLK moved that the House consent to 
take up the bill for the support of the Army for 
| 1834, which had been returned from the Senate 
| with amendments, in order that it be recommitted. 
i T House, by unanimous consent, took up the 
pill. 

Mr. POLK said the amendments made in the 
Senate introduced a. small appropriation for cer- 
tain militia employed against Black Hawk and his 
followers, which had been submitted to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and was assented to 
| by every member of that committee. Ag it was 
necessary, by the rules, that the amendment pass 
through the Committee of the Whole, he hoped 
; the House would refer the bill to the Committee. 
of the Whole on the siate of the Union, and for a 
; Moment go into that committee, in order to dispose 
| of the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. 
been agreed to— 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Briaes 
! in the chair.) 
| The amendments having been read— 
| Mr. POLK said the Committee of Ways and 
| Means had examined the papers upon which these 
| amendments were founded, and had unanimously 
: agreed to recommend a concurrence with them. 
The Committee of the Whole agreed to the 
| amendments without a dissenting voice, when the 


POLK to that effect having 


j| committee rose, and reported the bill to the House 


i as amended, 

The House then concurred in the amendment 
without a division. 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, the bill from the 
Senate for the repair of the Cumberland road was, 
| by unanimous consent, taken up, twice read, and 
į referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
|" Mr. ASHLEY offered the following resolution, 
i by consent of the House: 


| to furnish this House with a report of the officer 
of the corps of engineers, who, as it appears from 
f the annual report of the Chief Engineer, was in- 
| structed to make an inspection of the Cumberland 
road and its concerns in Illinois, in 1833. 

Which by the rule lies one day. 


The following resolution, heretofore offered by 
| Mr. Sepen, in connexion with the memorial of 
j Sundry citizens of the county of Oneida, in the 
| State of New York, came up: 


Resolved, That a committee, 


consisting of one 


member from each State, be appointed to consider 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required } 


Mr. POLK hoped the House, by unanimous || 


The engrossed bill making appropriations for || 


li 
i It is true that 


and report, in form ofa bill, a plan for a safe and 
uniform currency, under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, and that the memorial of the citizens 
of the county of Oneida be referred to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SELDEN said he had become satisfied, 
after examination of the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, that the plan proposed by 
the majority of that committee was not fitted to 
carry their objects relative to the currency into 
effect. Mr. S. discussed some of the features of 
the report, and replied at length to the remarks 
made by Mr. Bearpsiey, when this subject wag 
before the Flouse on Monday last. His colleague 
| (he said) had stated that it would have afforded 
| him pleasure to have presented the memorial. It 
was proper for him to state, that the gen deman had 
an opportunity of presenting this memorial, and 
had declined doing so. Mr. S. then referred to 
exertions which had been made by his colleague 
to procure the establishment of a branch of the 
Bank of the United States at Utica. 
| Mr. BEARDSLEY said it was unequivocally 
| untrue that he had ever made such exertions. 


| Mr. SELDEN said he had stated what was 
| generally reported and believed to be true on that 
| point. Mr. S. went at length into the propriety 
| of having a digested plan relative to the currency, 
prepared in case the bill reported by the Commit- 
tec of Ways and Means did not become a law. 
| His constituents (he said) were of opinion that 
| the financial concerns of the nation required the 
institution of a national bank. : 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said the remarks of his col- 
‘league, [Mr; SeipEn,] relative to his agency in the 
|i establishment of a branch of che Bank of the Uni- 
i ted States at Utica, in 1830, rendered it proper for 
him to make a few remarks. He had never be- 
fore heard of any such agency being laid to his 
i charge. He had certainly heard and seen in news- 
| papers a great many things, but it had never been 
his fortune to meet with this statement before. 
Entirely new as it was to him, he did not doubt 
but his colleague had both seen and heard what he 
| had stated to the House. He would frankly state 
jall he knew or had heard, which had the most 
| remote hearing on this subject. Two years ago an 
| honorable member of the House from Pennsylva- 
i] nia, [alluding to Mr. Warmoveu,] showed hima 
paper purporting to be a copy of a petition for the 
i! establishment of a branch bank at Utica, and which 
was dated in or about the year 1824, and to which 
his name was attached. Mr. B. said he informed 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania at that time that 
he had no recollection of signing any such paper; 
nor did he believe he ever did sign it; that as far 
as he could pretend to recollect his views at that 
time, he was satisfied he could not have signed it; 
that he desired the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
i| to procure the original, but from that day to this, 
ji (Mr. B. said,) he had neither seen nor heard any- 
thing further about the copy or the original. 

My colleague (said Mr. B.) seems to regard it 
as extraordinary that I should say it would have 
given me pleasure to present this memorial, had it 
been forwarded to me for that purpose; especially 
as the honorable gentleman thinks it remarkable, . 
inasmuch as I had, as he says, Severely criticised 
| the memorial. Sir, I would gladly have presented 
| this memorial: it was from my constituents, and I 
| shall certainly ever be ready to present their wishes 
here, although I may not be able to agree with the 
| views which are expressed by the memorialists. 
my honorable colleague did state to 
me that he had received a memorial from my dis- 
trict, and he inquired whether he should present 
it, or whether I should. He certainly did not sug- 
gest to me that those who had sent it to him had 
| expressed any wish or willingness that it should 
i be handed .to me for presentation. 1 regarded it 
| only as an act of civility on his part, and which 

courtesy required me to decline. | could not, 

under such circumstances, think of taking it out of 
his hands, but very willingly left it for the honor- 
| able gentleman to present. I could not but know 
and feel that those who had sent the memorial to 
him, did it because they felt a greater confidence in: 
him than myself, and I could not think of break- 
| Ing off this relation by thrusting myself between 

the honorable gentleman and those who had com- 


i 
{ 
i 
H 
| 
i 
i 
| 


: municated with him. 
' My colleague infers that those who established 


1854. 


the branch at Utiea, could not have had any po- 1 
litical objects in view in arranging the board of 
directors, because, as he says, they were willing 
and desirous of placing in that board influential 
members of the Democratic party. Sir, that is 
what I stated. I referred to that as evidence of 
the wish to draw in that class of individuals to sus- 
tain the bank. All experience proves that nine- 
-tenths of those who are in any way drawn into a 
management of the concerns of the bank or its 
branches, slide ‘into its political. views and are 
found arrayed against the Democracy of the coun- 
try and politically in favor of the bank. This || 
the bank knew, and acted upon it; it failed, how- | 
ever, in a great degree, in that object, maugre all 
its efforts, fur those woo were selected could not ii 
be prevailed upon to lend themselves for any such || 
purpose. ` | 

| 

t 

| 

i 


H 
i 


Bat the lever could not have been got up and 
sustained by the bank, as it broke down in a few 
months! IË would have cost, says the honorable 
gentleman, but $1,500 a year, a sum which the 
bank would not have regarded: itis certain, there- 
fore, that it could not have been the creature of 
the bank. I know (said Mr. B.) that the bank | 
cares little about $1,500; but where that sum is | 
so invested as to yield no adequate return, in 
money or influence, the bank, able as itis, would 
certainly prefer to save the $1,500. Sir, f might 
inform the House that there are papers in judicial | 
proceedings which establish very satisfactorily the |} 
connexion between a part of the bank direction and || 
the lever; but I choose not to occupy the attention | 
of the House further upon this part of the subject, | 

My colleague understands me to have madea || 
censorious remark about the gentlemen whose | 
names are annexed to the printed circular which | 
was read when the memorial was presented a |; 
week since. My remarks are in print and must |i 
speak for themselves. L deem it only proper, | 
however, to state unequivocally that my colleague | 
has totally misapprehended my object and pur- |! 
pose: I had no design to animadvert upon the | 
gentlemen referred to, although I deemed their || 
circular a fit subject for comment. That will also || 
speak for itself, and I am willing to submitit, with ; 
my comments, to the judgment of the public, | 

This memorial, sir, has been presented and 
commented on elsewhere, and it was there stated || 
that the county of Oneida was “ largely interested || 
‘in manufactures, both of woolen and cotton; 
‘which were in active operation until the Execu- 
‘tive began its experiment; and as the experiment 
‘has gone on, one of these establishments after | 
‘another has stopped.” This statement was said | 
to have been made on the authority of gentlemen | 
who were ‘incapable of misrepresentation.’’ {|| 
know not who should have been referred to as the | 
originators of this statement, but I feel it to be my || 
duty to state, that I havedirect information on that : 
subject from Oneida county, and that down to the | 
6:h’ instant (several days after the statement had | 
been made) no such failure or failures had occurred; | 
nothing had at any time taken place to warrant ; 
any such statement or suspicion of the failure of | 
any one manufacturing establishment in that coun- i 
ty. The gentleman who made the statement, I | 
cannot doubt, had what he regarded as good || 
authority for what he said; but it is equally certain ; 

that the statement is without foundation; itis made |, 

by some one out of whole cloth. 
‘The memorial represents the county of Oneida |; 
as in the most deplorable condition. Now, sir, 1) 
cannot pretend to be farnished with all the indica- | 
tions which in fact exist, of the actual situation of 
its business population; but have one evidence of 
the prosperity of Utica, which is very convincing | 
to my mind. The Erie canal passes through Utica, 
and a toll office is established in that city. Now, 
sir, although the tolls have been greatly reduced | 
during the last winter upon some property twenty 
per cent., and on the residue ten per cent., yeta | 
- greater amount of toll was collected in Utica during | 
the month of April than in either of the two last 
years! ft is true, the canal opened this year Ave | 
days earlier than the last; but taking the number | 
ef days which it had been open, down to the 4th | 
of this present month, a greater amount had been | 
received than in an equal number of days at the | 
‘commencement of the last year. This isa very | 
substantial indication of individual and general | 
prosperity. And,asto the whole State, the aggre- |! 


gate of the tolls reccived in the month of April this 
year exceeded that of the last. In fact, sir, I 
apprehend that the State at large was never more 
hriving and prosperous. 

My honorable colleague objects to a former 
remark of mine. I did say that { would sooner see 
the State institutions prostrated than submit to the 
corrupt control of the United States Bank. This 
oes not seem to accord with the views of my 
olleague; he is for submission; he is for yielding to 
he bank, let the consequences be what they may. 
n this we differ. My constituents do not, in this 
matter, as I believe, agree with the honorable 


‘gentleman more than I do; they have hearts and 


rms, as I trust, to resist al all hazards every effort 
to bring them in passive obedience to the bank. 

But the bank, in the language of my colleague, 

“ seems to have the power of making political 

enemies, not friends.” This is, indeed, a new 

idea. Will the honorable gentleman look at New 


i York, Philadelphia, Baltimore—indeed, in any 


part of the Union? Has the bank made political 
enemies only? None but enemies here or else- 
where? Have its unprecedented efforts only 
resulted in making political enemies? Has it not 
almost denationalized the feelings of a consider- 
able proportion of our countrymen? Have not, in 
many instances, the firmness and spirit of Amer- 
ican freemen sunk under the influence of the bank ? 


religious institutions? Have we not recently seen 
in a neighboring city a factious mob, assembled 
in defiance of both human and divine law, for the 
purpose of hearing inflammatory harangues in 
support of the bank on the Sabbath day? Are not 
the efforts which are now making to control the 
population of our cities in favor of the bank, cal- 


li culated to weaken, if not to eradicate, sound and į 


correct principles of conduct amon 
their citizens? 

Sir, I have done. I will not trouble the House 
with any suggestions as to what my constituents 
may think of my remarks upon this memorial. 
I hope nothing has been said by me which can 
deserve their reprehension; but that point my 


g the mass of 


‘| honorable colleague and myself will leave to be 


adjusted between the constituents and their rep- 
resentative. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. BROWN moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY moved a call of the House; which 
was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table, and it appeared 
that there was a tie: yeas 89, nays 89, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William Allen, Bean, Beards- 
ley, Beaumont, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, | 
Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Cha- 


Heman Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, An- 
thony, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, 


Barges, Cage, Campbeil, Chambers, Chilton, W. 
Clark, Clowney, Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, 
Darlington, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, 
Danean, Horace Everett, Fiilinore, P. C. Fuller, 
Fulton, Garland, Gorham, Graham, Griffin, H. 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, 


Bates, Baylies, Beatty, Binney, Briggs, Bull, | 
i 


Henderson, Hiester, Jabez W, Huntington, Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, King, Laporte, Lincoln, Love; 
Lucas, Lyon, Martindale, Marshall, McCarty, . 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Murphy, 
Osgood, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Reneher, Selden, 
Wiliam B. Shepard, Wm. Slade, Charles Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, Philemon ‘Thomas, 
Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, B. 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Wise, and 
Young—89. 

The SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the 
' motion was agreed to. f 
Mr. PARKER presented the proceedings of 'a 
| State convention, held at Trenton, in New Jersey, 
| on the 2d of April last, disapproving the conduct 
| of the Executive in relation to the removal of the 
| deposites from the United States Bank, and in 
| favor of the charter of a Bank of the United States, 
| approving the conduct of the Senators from that 
State, and disapproving the course taken by their 
Representatives in Congress. Mr. T. stated that 
these proceedings had been already printed by 
order of the Senate. „He therefore moved that 
they be read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. P. also presented the proceedings of a meet- ` 
ing of the citizens of Middlesex county, New Jer- 
| sey, held at New Brunswick in March last, ap- 
proving the conduct of the President in removing 
| the deposites, and opposing the recharter of the 
| bank; which was read, and ordered to be printed.. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of 1,443 citi- 
| zens of the county of Middlesex, and State of New 
| Jersey, approving the removal af the deposites, 
| and supporting the Legislature of that State in their 
; instructions to their Senators and Representatives. 
Read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of the citizens of [Iuntingdon coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, friendly to the Administration 
of the General Government; which was read, and 
' ordered to be printed. ; 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, approving 
of the course, and strongly expressive of their con- 
fidence in the present Administration; which was 
ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of citizens of Adams county, in favor 
of the restoration of the deposites and the recharter 
of the United States Bank. f 

The above memorials were severally laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. is ; 

Mr. ANTHONY presented a memorial from 
citizens of Lycoming county, on the subject of 
the bank and the state of the currency, ant asked 
leave to address the House on the subject. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY called for a count of 
the Elouse. ; 

The CHAIR, having consented, stated that 
| there were 95 members present. Net a quorum. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved an adjournment; 
which was agreed to. 


IN, SENATE. 
Tuespar, May 13, 1834. 

A message upon. executive business was re» 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Donexson, his Private Secretary. 

After the presentation of various petitions, re- 
ports, &«., 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the special 
orders were suspended, and the Senate took up 
the bill equalizing the representation of Florida 
Territory, and for other purposes. 

The bill was considered in Committee of the 


i: Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading. 
PENSION AGENCY. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
! the report of the Judiciary Committee upon. the 
message of the President in relation to the pension 
; agency and the Bank of the United States. 
Mr. WRIGHT having the floor, reviewed, at 
length, the various acts of Congress, from: the 
| year 1789 down to 1828, granting pensions and 
establishing pension agencies, and contended that, 
| as the Secretary of War had the power of desig- 
nating the places where disbursements should be 
/ made, he had also the power of appointing the 
; disbursing agents, f 
Mr. CLAYTON t 


hen expressed a wish to give 
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his views ofthe subject atlength; but, as the hour | 
was-late, and ‘the Senate thin, he moved to posi- 
pone the subject, an make ane special order for 
«morrow; Which was agreed to. 
Phe Senate then, on meon of Mr. BENTON, | 
proceeded to the consideration of. executive busi- 
ness; and, when the doors were opened, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Turspay, May 13, 1834. 


The report from the Committee of Elections, in | 
the case of the election contested between Tuomas | 
P. Moore and Rozert Lercuer, was taken up 
as the special order for this day. 

Mr. JONES said, that as the report of the mi- 


nority of the committee was not yet printed,-and || 


as it is desirable that it should be before the House, 
he would move the postponement of the subject 
till Monday next. The motion was agreed to, 
Mr. STEW ART, from the Committeeon Roads 
and Canals, reported, withoutamendment, the bill 
from the Senate for continuing the Cumberland 
_road; which was committed. - 
Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill, granting the pre- | 


emption right to certain lots of land in the town of |; 


Louisiana, in the State of Missouri, for the use of | 
schools. Read twice and committed. 
Mr. WISE, on leave, presented a memorial from | 
sundry inhabitants of York county, Virginia, pray- |} 
ing Congress to carry into effecta resolution passed 
in 1781, for the erection of a monumenton the spot 
where the British army, under Cornwallis, surren- 
dered, and moved its reference to a select commit- |! 

| tee of five members. The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WISE also presented a memorial from the |: 
citizens of Gloucester county, Virginia, praying 4i 
Congress to take measures to establish a uniform |; 
| 


currency; and moved its reference, with instruc- | 
tions, toa select committee of seven, giving notice | 


that he would callup the motion on Monday next. |! 


Mr. DEMING reported a bill for the relief of | 
Joseph Gilbert; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. . 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Louis Tesson, alias Honoré; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


his proposed modification of the resolutien to the 
chair. ; 

The resolution as modified was then read as 
follows: ; 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 
_the Speaker of the House of Representatives close 
the present session of Congress, by an adjourn- 
ment of their respective Houses, on Monday, the 
16ch day of Jure next. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion, 

Mr. HARPER moved to strike out the 16 h, 
and insert the 14th. He was no great stickler for 


was fixed, we must sit on Sunday, which, he 
thought, ought to be avoided. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to strike out Mon- 
day and insert Tuesday. Agreed to. 

Mr. EWING moved to amend the resolution by 


business of the people shall by that time be dis- 
posed of.” 

Mr. ANTHONY asked who should determine 
the question, we or the people. 

Mr. EWING made a remark in reply, which 
! we did not hear, and called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion; which were refused. 
| ‘The motion was then put and rejected, 
our duty to remain in session till every hope of 
relief was extinguished. 


| man of the Committee of Ways and Means 


whether it was his intention, at the present ses- 
sion, to call up the bill for the regulation of the 
contracts with the deposite banks. 

Mr. POLK replied that, so far as he was con- 
cerned, or those who united with him in reporting 
the bill, and indeed so far as he could learn the 
sentiments of those with whom he commonly 
acted, he would say that it was intended to call up 
that bill for action at the present session. He 
further would state that he would call the bill so 
soon as the necessary appropriation bills were 
acted upon. 


Mr. BOON moved thesuspension of the rules in 
order to call up for consideration the ‘resolution | 
heretofore submitted by him for the adjournment 
of Congress on the 31st of May, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and | 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, close | 
the present session of Congress by an adjourn- | 
ment of their respective Houses on Saturday, the | 
3ist day of May next. 

Mr. BOON gave notice, that if the motion pre- ; 
vailed, he would modify the resolution so as to fix | 
upon the 16th day of June as the day of adjourn- | 
ment. He. called for the yeas and nays on the/| 
motion, and they were ordesed. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the ; 
affirmative: Yeas 152, nays 12, 

Mr. BOON said, before he proceeded to discusa 
the resolution, he would take leave to repel an | 
unfounded attack made upon him in a public print 
in reference to his introduction of the resolution. | 
It was contained in the Telegraph of April last 
and, purported to be an extract from a letter writ 
ten from this House, 


at length.) The writer of it, he said, was un- | 


O- | 


l i When he first submitted | 
the resolution, it was suggested to him bya friend | 


i 


at all were it not to repel the insinuation that he | decided in the affir 


€ ii i proposing | 
the resolution. He held himself responsible to no | 
authority but that of his constituents. He sent | 


| since a memorial from his constituents which he 
| hed not yet had an opportunity to present. It was 


! Jal 


‘he was expressly requested to oppose any ad- 


ie 


the Sabbath; but it was evident that if Monday | 


adding the following: ‘ Provided the essential ; 


Mr. DENNY considered, he said, that it was || 


Mr. VINTON inquired of the honorable chair- || 


The SPEAKER announced, as the special or- 
der of the day, ‘the bill to provide for the settle- 
ment of certain revolutionary claims.’? 

Mr. CRANE, who was entitled to the floor 
when the biil was last under consideration, rose 
and supported the provisions of the bill ina speech 
of an hour anda half; and was followed by 

Mr. H. ALLEN, who expressed himself to be 
| favorably inclined towards revolutionary claims, 
but pointed out several objections to the provisions 
of the bill, which he explained at length. - 

Mr. TURRILL ssid: Mr. Speaker, if I had 
succeeded, as I had hoped to do, in obtaining the 
| floor at an earlier day, it was my purpose to have 
examined somewhat minutcly the several resolu- 
tions and statutes which have been passed by 
Congress in relation to the commutation of pay 
| by the officers of our revolutionary army, together 
with the reasons which led to their passage, and 
from such examination to have demonstrated that 
these meritorious men possess both legal and 
| equitable claims against the United States, and that 
rigid justice requires that these claims should be 
referred to some competent office for settlement. 
But, Mr. Speaker, this whole subject has been so 
fully and so ably discussed by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Crane,] who has to-day 
|| addressed the House in favor of the bill, that { 
know I should be trespassing too far upon the pa- 
i| tience of the House were I to occupy the time by 
entering upon such an examination of this subject. 
I do not, therefore, now rise. for the purpose of 
| entering into a full discussion of the merits of this 
bill, or with a view of answering the various ob- 
| jections which have been, or which may yet be, 
| urged against it, but merely to state, in as brief a 
| manner as possible, some of the most prominent 
| reasons which'induced me to agree to the bill in 
ithe committee, and which will now govern my 
vote on the question before the House; in doing 
| which, I will detain the House but for a very 
short time. 

It is matter of history, sir, that during the war 
| of the Revolution, this country was suffering under 
great pecuniary embarrassment. The Govern- 
; ment could not procure the necessary means to 
i| clothe and feed the army, much less to pay the 
officers and soldiers. As the war preceeded, the 
difficulties increased, the country became more and ` 
more embarrassed, and so great and so threaten- 
ing were our dangers, that the stoutest hearts began 
to tremble for the result; the friends of liberty 
| were engaged in a glorious, but a most unequal, 
struggle. The pecuniary means, which were in- 
dispensable to a successful prosecution of their 
i| great undertaking, could not be obtained. At this 
i| crisis Congress resorted to the only expedient in 
j| its power to maintain the cause of the country and 

keep its army in the field. Full compensation was 
|; promised to those who should stand by their coun- 
| try to the end of that eventful contest, and pro- 
| vision was also made for the widows of those who 
| Should die in the service. The resolution passed 
liin May, 1778, secures to ‘all military officers 
i| commissioned by Congress,” who continued in 
| the service of the United States “during the war,” 
| Seven years’ half pay. In August, 1780, Con- 
gress declared <‘that the resolution of May 15th, 
“1778, graniing half-pay for seven years to the 
| ‘ officers of the army who should continue in the 
i * service to the end of the war, be extended to the 
| € widows of those officers who have died, or shall 
‘hereafter die, in the service.” In October, 1780, 
Congress declared by resolution, “that the officers 
‘t who shall continue in the service to the end of 
‘ the war, shall also be entitled to half-pay during 
‘ life, to commence from thetime of the reduction.”? 
| Here, then, Mr. Speaker, was an express agree- 
ment, on the part of the United States, to give to 
i| those officers who should serve to the end of the 
| Warhalf-pay during life. And this solemn national 
i pledge was given at the urgent request of Gen- 
| eral Washington, whose powerful and patriotic 
| mind was deeply impressed with the nevessity, as 
well as the justice, of the measure. [t was soon 
discovered, however, thatthis arrangement, though 
manifestly just and expedient, awoke associations 
and prejudices among the people, which rendered 
it very unpopular in many of the States, insomuch 
that the officers of the Revolution, although they 
had faithfully performed their part of the contract, 
and were justly entitled to half pay for life, for the 
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feral Washington, did, by their late memorial, 


. ‘gratifying the reasonable expectations of the offi- 


‘lutions, was regarded in an unfavorable light by 


service of their country to conduct her to freedom, | 


-debt, the creation of which secured to us our free 
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war was then virtually at an end, with character- 
istic disinterestedness, drew up a memorial, and 
sent it to Congress, requesting them to remove 
all objections, by granting a compensation for a | 
limited period, or a compensation in gross. In con- 
sequence of this memorial, Congress passed the’ 
resolution of 1783, ‘granting to the officers of the 
‘army five years’ full pay, instead of the half-pay | 
t promised for life.” Fhe preamble to the resolu- 
tion, Mr. Speaker, contains, in a succinct form, 
the views of the officers, as well as of Congress, 
upon that application; and as it is short, I beg the 
indulgence of the House while I read it: 

“© Whereas the officers of the several lines under 
‘the immediate command of his Excellency Gen- 


‘transmitted by their committee, represent to Con- 
‘gress, that the half-pay granted by sundry reso- 


tthe citizens of some of these States, who would 
‘ prefer a compensation for a limited term of years, 
‘or by a sum in gross, to an establishment for life; 
‘and did on that account solicit a commutation of 
* their half pay for an equivalent in one of the two 


“modes above mentioned, in order to remove all || 


‘subjects of dissatisfaction from the minds of their 
t fellow-citizens: 
‘s And whereas Congress is desircus, as well of | 


‘cers of the army, as of removing all objections 
‘which may exist in any part of the United States 
‘to the principle of the half-pay establishment for 
‘which the faith of the United States hath been 
‘pledged; persuaded that those objections can only 
t arise from the nature of the compensation, not from | 
t any indisposition to compensate those whose services, 
‘sacrifices, und sufferings, have so just a litle to the 
t approbation and rewards of their country: therefore, 
t resolved,” &e. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, these brave, these generous 
men, who were entitled, richly entitled, to half-pay 
for life, voluntarily submitted the whole subject to 
the wisdom of Congress. They had entered the 


to independence; and they could not consent to 


sufferings,” which was not freely granted by their | 
fellow-citizens. Mr. Speaker, shall we perform | 
this contract? Shall we pay what we have thus 
solemnly promised to pay? Shall we discharge a 


institutions? Or will this rich, this powerful na- 
tion, shield itself behind the statute of limitation? 
Why were not these demands paid when they 
became due, and when many of the meritorious 
officers were suffering for want of the money? The 
reason is obvious. At the close of the war, this 
nation was not in a situation to pay a single dollar; 
and L am not aware that it has at any time since | 
that period offered to pay these demands. 

And will it be sericusly urged by gentlemen on jį 


this floor, that we ought not to perform this con- 
tract, made in the hour of our necessity, because 
those entitled to commutation have been kept out 
of the use of their money, until the amount has 
become large? I trust not, sir. Iam aware, sir, | 
that certificates were tendered to-the officers. But | 
did those certificates in the slightest degree increase | 
the liability of Government? No, sir, They were | 


only additional evidences of prior indebtedness. |; 


Many of the officers did not think it an object to | 
be at the trouble and expense of obtaining them. 
It was natural they should entertain such feelings, 
for at that time the credit of the Government was | 
at such a low ebb,as to preclude-all rational hope 
of obtaining money for them, _ In the language of | 
my honorable colleague, [Mr. VANDERPOEL,] who | 
addressed the House in opposition to the bill, 
“these certificates were scarcely worth the rags 
from which the paper was made.” Those ‘who 
obtained them, were compelled to sell them fora 
mere song.” 

To the claims ofa portion of the Virginia troops, 
lapse of time cannot be an objection with any one, 
That State resisted the claims of those officers; 
suits were instituted, and a decision was had 
against the claimants. That decision operated as 
an effectual barto all that class of cases, until 1830, 
when, upon full argument, that decision WAS over 
ruled, and the halls of justice again thrown open. : 

Sir, for the last twenty years, Congress has been | 
giving commutation under these resolutions; and ' 


a 


receive anything for their ‘* services, sacrifices, and || p 
their commutation; and when once reported, being’ 
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itis toolate now, I apprehend, to interpose the 
statute of limitations against righteous claims 
unrighteously denied. 

The act of 1828 does not, as has already been 
clearly shown by the honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Muuvennenrc,] in any way, 
affect the claims for commutation. It leaves those 
claims precisely aş they were. They still exist in 
all their justice, and in all their Sacred obligation. 

If, then, sir, these claims are to be paid, to what 
tribunal, I ask, shall they be referred for settle- 
ment? Shall we send them toa responsible officer, 
every way competent, from long experience. in 
investigations of a similar character, an officer who 
will have in his possession all the documentary 
evidence extant, to show who were in the service, 
how long each officer continued in the service, and 
what officers have beeh paid, either by the State 
of Virginia or by the United States? Or shall we 
continue to legislate in detail upon each individual 


case? This is the main question presented to the 


House by the bill on your table. Let it be 
remembered that the proceedings in these cases 
are in their nature strictly judicial. There is no 
legislative discretion whatever to be exercised. 
Everything depends upon the proof. If that be 
sufficient to bring a claim within the resolutions, 
it must be allowed as a matter of course. It 
cannot be resisted or denied, without partiality 
and oppression, nor is there any place for the 
exercise of discretion as to the amount. It is not 
a gratuity; it is a claim, and the amount is fixed 
and certain. 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, I am convinced, from 
the little experience I have had upon this floor, 
that this is not the proper place for the settlement 
ofsuch demands. Your committees to which these 
applications are referred, are not in possession of 
the documentary evidence necessary to their de- 


cision. They have not the records and vouchers | 


o show what officers have been paid; and unless 
your committees are extremely vigilant and in- 
dustrious—nay, more, sir, unless they take it upon 
themselves to send off and Hunt up testimony in 


each case submitted to them, bills will often be re- | 


orted in favor of those who have already received 


accompanied by the necessary proof of service, 
there will be nothing’ to impede their passage 
through the House. _ 

Sir, the argument of the honorable gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Atten,] in which he en- 
deavored to show the facility with which bills 
granting commutation pass through the House, 
is, to my mind, one of the strongest reasons that 
can be urged in favor of referring these claims for 
settlement to a different tribunal. 

Ifa claim is rejected by one committee, those 
interested renew the application year after year, 
until, in some way or other, they succeed in ob- 
taining a favorable report, 


I believe it to be much easier, Mr. Speaker, to i 


get an unfounded claim allowed here than it would 
be to obtain for it the sanction of a judicial decision 
by a competent officer. Congress is more liable 
to be imposed upon. Here all the testimony is 
ex parte. {tis furnished by the applicants them- 
selves, and the rules of evidence are not as rigidly 
applied here as in a judicial tribunal. The proof 


is not as thoroughly examined or as accurately | 


weighed. 
Mr. Speaker, as a matter of economy, I would 


refer these claims as proposed by the bill. Instead | 


of increasing, | have no doubt but that it would 
diminish the draft upon your Treasury. If we 
undertake to legislate upon each individual case, 


all that have merits will be allowed as a matter of | 


course, and we shall, in that case, be compelled 
to pay many which have no merits, and which, 


were they submitted to the ordeal of a judicial | 


investigation, would never be allowed. 
Sir, it appears to me that there can be no well- 


founded objection either to the payment of these | 


claims, or to the proposition to refer them for set- 
tlement to a competent officer. Gentlemen may 
differ as to the rules of evidence by which that 


officer shal! be governed in making his investiga- | 


tions. That isa matter for the consideration and 


decision of the House. {tis not my purpose, sir, | 
now to enter into a defence of the rules contained | 


in the bill, The reasons for introducing them have 


already been submitted to the House by other mem- | 


bers of the committee. I will simply ‘remark, 
however, that they are the same rules which“have 
regulated the proceedings of your committee and - 
this House for years, and if we continue‘to legis- 
late upon this subject, the same rules of evidence 
will, I have no doubt, continue to regulate the 
proceedings, except, perhaps, they may gradually 
become more and more relaxed. ne 

Mr. Speaker, I will not detain the House longer, 
If these demands are referred for settlement in the 
manner proposed by the bill upon your. table, 
Congress will be relieved from a large portion of 
business; justice will not much longer be delayed; 
the old soldier, who is entitled to commutation, 
will then obtain a speedy hearing, and your Treas- 
i ury, sir, will be more effectually barred against all 
i! unfounded claims. 
| Mr. YOUNG also spoke in favor of the bill. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. GILMER, 
YOUNG, VANDERPOEL; BATES, and WISE 
took part— i 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. POLK requested him to withdraw it till the 
‘vote was taken on the question pending. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he saw no prospect of a vote, 

The motion to adjourn was rejected. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. GIL- 
MER to recommit— i 

Mr. MARSHALL spoke at some length in 
opposition to it. 

The discussion was continued by Messrs. VAN- 
DERPOEL, WISE, WARD of New York, MAR- 
SHALL, and BATES; when ` 

Mr. McKINLEY moved that the House ad- 
i| journ; which motion was negatived. : 

The question was taken on the motion to re- 
commit, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
on division, by a vote of 88 to 76. 

i; he House then adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. TAYLOR, 


OF NEW YORK, 


In rue House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 5, 1834, 


| On presenting the Resolutions of a meeting held 
in Onondaga county, New York. 


i| Mr. Speaxer: l have received, and am requested 
| to present to this House, the proceedings and res- 
olutions of a meeting held in the county of Onon- 
daga, New York, chiefly relating to those: impor- 
| tant political questions which have long oecupied 
the time and attention .of Congress, and which 
have agitated the. public mind throughout the 
whole country. : I do not say, sir, a meeting com- 
posed of all political-parties, as'has been frequently 
i; asserted here of other meetings called for similar 
'| purposes, though f apprehend of not less: distine- 
tive political character, buta meeting of the friends 
of the Administration, of such as belong toa polit- 
ical party, a party uniformly Known and dis- 
tinguishedas the Republican party. In presenting 
these resolutions I trust 1 shall be indulged in a 
few brief remarks as to the population and busi- 
'| ness of this county, the circumstances under which 
‘| the meeting was called, and the character of the 
resolutions. [Leave being granted by the Hiouse, 
| Mr. T. proceeded.] The county of Onondaga 
| contained, atthe last census, a population of 58,974; 
| probably at this time more than 60,000. It is an 
| agricultural, and particularly a wheat-growing 
county. Itis also, to some extent,a manufactur- 
ing county, in which are situated several cotton 
and woolen factories, flour mills, and a variety of 
other manufacturing establishments, besides the 
i| extensive salt works at Salina, where are manu- 


|; factured annually more than a million and a half 
i bushels of salt, being more than one third of all 
|| the salt manufactured in the United States. It will 
|| readily be seen that this, together with the mer- 
j| cantile transactions for such a business and popu- 
i lation, and the purchase of the produce of that sec- 
tion of country on the line of the canal that extends 
| through the county, must require a large amount 
‘of capital. This statement, sir, is made only for 
-the purpose of showing that such a population and 
| business must necessarily be affected by any causes 
i deranging or materially affecting the moneyed 
affairs of the country. f 

it has, sir, been common for gentlemen, when 

| presenting memorials or resolutions of meetings, 


« 


B84 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 18. 


to speak of the intelligence and patriotism of their 
constituents. But, sir, my constituents require of 
meno-compliment. of this sort. Like the people 
of other sections of the country, they very well 
understand the bearing and effects-upon their own | 
interests, the permanent interests of their country 
and its political institutions, of any measure of 
Government, or of any power seeking-an extra- 
neous influence over the action of the Government, 
or the interests and liberties of the people; and I 
trust, sir, they have patriotism enough to resist 

‘any such influence, by proper means, even should 
it require temporary sacrifice of individual inter- 
est or convenience. 

The meeting which adopted these resolutions 
was held ata favorable time to pronounce a just 
judgment upon the topics which they had met to 
deliberate upon. It was not suddenly called to- 
gether under the influence of a panic, which had 
been excited: throughout the whole country, pro- 
moted and urged on by certain. presses, political 
partisans, and interested individuals, and which, 
to say the least, was not diminished by those 
speeches which were distributed through the coun- 
try, in which imagination had depictedin glowing 
colors, the wide-spread ruin and distress which 
was to come upon the people, and which was 
charged in advance to the policy of the Adminis- 
tration. I say, sir, this meeting was not suddenly 
called under such circumstances. They had waited, |: 
deliberated, witnessed the panic, felt the pressure, 
and carefully investigated the cause; and then, sir, |! 
they assembled to give an expression of opinion 
thus maturely and deliberately formed. This 
meeting was also called immediately after the elec- 
tion had been held in the several towns of the 
county, at which the people had indicated their 
political! sentiments, by electing town officers 
friendly to the Administration iņ fourteen out of 
seventeen towns of which the county is composed; 
‘and in perhaps every town, resolutions had been 
passed by the people, expressing their views upon | 

` the political questions of the day. It was, sir, 
under such favorable circumstances for forming a | 
correct judgment, and of knowing public senti- 
ment, that the Republicans of the county of Onon- 
daga convened and adopted these resolutions, as 
the deliberate sense, not only of that meeting, 
which was largely attended, butalso ofa majority, 
-a respectable majority, of the people of the county, 
as was evident from the recent elections. And, 
sir, instead of that change of political sentiment 
which is said to have taken place in the public 
mind, we find them reiterating the opinions which 
they have expressed on former occasions, approv- 
ing the policy of this Administration, and particu- | 
larly as relates to the United States Bank. And | 
in reference to the removal of the Government 
deposites from the bank, believing that the curtail- 
ment of its discounts which was in rapid progress, 
if with the view of winding up its affairs at the } 
expiration of its charter, rendered the deposites 
ussless to the bank, and advantageous to the local 
institutions in affording the necessary accommoda- 
tions to the public; or, if with the view of oppress- 
ing the people, and coercing a compliance with its || 
wishes, the deposites ought not to remain in the 
hands of an institution with such dangerous power | 
and alarming designs upon the interests and inde- 
pendence of the people—designs rendered the more 
certain by subsequent events. They have resolved 
4¢that the removal of the Government deposites 
‘from the United States Bank was dictated by a |! 
‘wise forecast of events, rendering such a measure 
€ necessary’? 

They have observed, sir, the general policy of | 
his Administration; the vigilant care with which | 
the Executive has endeavored to guard the Con- i 
stitution from encroachments, and the example of | 
moral courage displayed in his endeavors, on the 
one hand, to preserve the Union from the disor- | 
ganizing effects of that construction of the Federal | 
compact which finds in the sovereign power and | 
‘* reserved right ” of any one State, * the rightful 
remedy ” for what a majority of its citizens might | 
deem an unconstitutional law; and on the other, 
to prevent the dangerous effects of that liberal. 
construction which, by implication, would con- | 
centrate all power in the hands of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, And notwithstanding, sir, he has been 
denounced, both here and elsewhere, for thé part 
he has taken relative to the recent disposal of the 
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| which the bank, in the opinion of the meeting, 


| ¢ here, upon all other shipments except lumber, 


i merchandise coming yp is increasing, and such is į 


Government deposites, as having usurped author- 
ity, and violated law, and the free use of the terms 
despot, tyrant, usurper, &<c., they have not been able 
to discover that in the removal of a Secretary 
of the Treasury, who differed with the President 
on prominent measures of his administration, in- 
timately connected with that policy which had 
most clearly reggived the sanction of the people, 
and the appointment of one of well known differ- 
ent views, and who, in the exercise of that power 
intrusted solely to his discretion, by the act incor- 
porating the bank, has carried into effect that 
which, according to the dictates of his own judg- 
ment, and in the opinion of the Executive, the 
public good required, by ordering and directing 
the deposites to be made in the local banks; I say, 
in all this they have not been able to discover any 
violation of law, or usurpation of power; and 
they have resolved that, among other enumerated 
reasons, ‘the Chief Magistrate is entitled to the 
gratitude of his countrymen for his observance of 
the Constitution, and the just limits of executive 
power.” ` ` 

They have resolved ‘* that they do not find the 
power to create a bank incorporation granted in 
the Federal Constitution,” and “ that the existence 
of a great national banking institution is formi- 
dable and dangerous to liberty.” The charges on 


“ stands condemned at the bar of public senti- 
ment,” are expressed in one of their resolutions in 
clear, forcible, and concise terms, which, as 1 shall 
ask for the reading of the resolutions, I will not 
now repeat. It will be noticed, sir, that in one of | 
their resolutions they speak of the ** pressure and 
consequent prostration of business,” as something 
that has been, but doesnot now exist. They say 
“ the late pressure,” &c.; and although they may 
not be entirely relieved from its influence, yet I 
understand, from sources entitled to the fullest 

credit, that the times are much improved, business | 
has resumed its accustomed activity, and the pro- | 
duce cf the country in Western New York, instead 

of being reduced one third below its ordinary value, 

as was Stated a few days since by my honorable 

colleague, (Mr. Fitrmorg,] is now nearly or quite 

up to former prices. The fullest evidence of the 

activity of business may be found in the weekly 

statements of the amount of tolls collected on the 

canals of that State; from which it appears that 

during the first week of navigation $44,642 were 

received for tolls, notwithstanding the reduction of i 
the rates of tolls of 25 per cent. on merchandise, 
and 10 per cent. on most articles of country pro- 
duce, since last year. The following statement in 
the Onondaga Standard of April 30, which I have 
just received, will show the activity and prospects 
of business in that section of the country, the pre- 
dictions to the contrary notwithstanding: “ Mr. 
‘ Webster would blush for his credulity if he were 
‘here to witness, in person the activity which 
‘prevails upon the canal. Instead of being re- 
‘duced, business is evidently greatly on the in- 
‘crease. The amount of tolls received at the office 


‘the most of which this season is cleared at Salina, 
‘is materially larger than for the same time last 
‘spring. For several days past, the crowd of 
‘ boats near this village has been excessive, and all 
‘of them are deeply freighted. The quantity of 


‘the pressure below, that a line, whose boats were | 
‘designed to run no further west than this place, 
‘have taken freight through to Buffalo. In short, | 
‘no doubt can be entertained that the business of the i 
í season will be greater and more profitable than it ever 

‘has been.” This statement of facts, about which 

there can be no mistake, is worthy of notice, asit 

exhibits a widely different and far more gratifying 

prospect, than might be apprehended from some 

other memorials and resolutions which have just 

been read. 

It will be noticed that in one of these resolutions 
they have given us their opinion of the causes of 
that pressure and embarrassment in business, 
which has been experienced. And, sir, not being 
able to comprehend how the removal of the Gov- | 
ernment deposites from the United States Bank, 
where, under the curtailment of its discounts which 
was going on, they were not needed, and would not 


i! and correct. 
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be used as a basis for discounting, and placing 
them in those banks that would, and that have " 


used them for this purpose, could produce any 
pressure, but on the contrary, believing it was cal- 


‘| culated to afford relief, they have looked for other 


and more natural causes, and have assigned reasons 
which appear to me much more just, satisfactory, 
They tell us that they ‘believe the 
late pressure and consequent prostration of busi- 
ness, has been caused principally by the policy of 
the bank, designedly seizing upon a period when 
overtrading and a change from credit to cash 
duties, favored its wicked purpose of coercing, 
through the distresses of the country, the renewal. 
of its charter.” 

I shall not detain the House to notice but one 
other resolution adopted at this meeting, and that is 
an approval of the measure recently recommended 
by the Governor of that State, and which has 
already become a law, whereby the credit of the 
State is to be pledged, if needful, for the preser- 
vation of confidence, and for the protection of its 
citizens against any measures, on the part of the 
bank, that might embarrass them, or obstruct a 
successful prosecution of business. This measure 
I should not here have noticed, but from the fact, 
that it seemed to give the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Corwiy,] and some others, much 
serious alarm. But, sir, I must confess that in 
this most judicious and patriotic measure, which 
has met the approbation of this meeting, and, I- 
believe, of a vast majority of the people of that 
State, I have not been able to discover anything 
that need excite alarm in the breast of that hon- 
orable gentleman, or any one else, except, indeed, 
it be such as might feel alarmed for those political 
prospects that would be liable to be darkened by 
the restoration of confidence, the subsiding of the 
panic, and the active and prosperous renewal of 
business. Such, and’ such only, as see, or fancy 
that they see, their political or party prospects 
brighten in proportion as the distresses of the 
country increase, might, perhaps, in this respect, 
justly see in this measure some cause. of alarm. 
But, sir, I apprehend that many who have not 
taken.the trouble to inform themselves upon this 
subject, entertain the erroneous impression that 
this measure is designed to sustain what is gener- 
ally called the safety-fund banks of that State, 
which were supposed to bein imminent danger. If 


| so, I beg leave to say, that the safety and solvency 


of these banks is not, and has not been, questioned 
by the people of that State, and the most perfect se- 
curity is felt by the holders of their notes, a security 
and confidence never so generally felt before the 
establishment of that system: But, in consequence 


| of the attitude assumed by the United States Bank, 


its official declaration of ability to crush the local 
banks, and the evident indications of a disposition 
to make a demonstration of its power upon the 
institutions of that State, has rendered it prudent, 
on the part of the banks, to diminish their circula- 
tion and curtail their discounts, in order to be pre- 
pared forthe worst. This has necessarily deprived 
the pepple of their ordinary banking accommoda- 
tions, ànd produced a scarcity of money. To en- 
able the city banks to afford the necessary facilities 
for the transaction of its extensive business, and 


| to meet any emergency that may arise, as well as 


to preserve public confidence, and to render to the ` 
people of the State at large such aid as circum- 
stances may possibly require, the credit of the 
State is to be pledged for the loan of six millions 
of dollars, four millions of which is to be loaned to 
the banks of the city of New York, if, in the opin- 
ion of the Board of Commissioners constituted to 
conduct this business, ‘* the public exigencies shall 
require it,” and the remainder to pass into the 


| hands of the Commissioner of Loans in the seve- 


ral counties of the State, to be by them loaned to 
individuals on security of real estate, if the boards 
of supervisors in the several counties shall « deter- 
mine that their citizens require it.? But, sir, it is 
hoped, and even believed, that this loan may not 
be called for or required; for, seeing confidence re- 
stored, business resuming its accustomed channels 
and activity, and the wgis of State protection cast 
over the enterprise, the business, and the institu- 
tions of the State, the bank will hardly be disposed 
to make a demonstration of its power in that quar- 
ter, if it has so designed; and, relieved from all 
embarrassing apprehensions of this sort, the local 
banks are amply sufficient for all the wants of the 
enterprise and the business of the people. 
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Two messages were received from the President 
of the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Pri- 
vate Secretary. 

1. Communicating a copy of a treaty of com- 
merce between the United States and his Majesty 
the Emperor of all the Russias, ratified May 11th, 
1833. 

2, Communicating a copy of the convention 
between the United States and his Majesty the 
King of the Two Sicilies. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the messages 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

PETITIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 
ceedings ofa meeting of delegates from New Castle 
county, Delaware, approving the course of the 
Executive relative to the Bank of the United 
States, and protesting against the restoration of 
the deposites, or the recharter of that institution. 

After some remarks by Messrs. NAUDAIN 
and CLAYTON, on motion of the former gentle- 
man, the proceedings were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, SMITH presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Connecticut, remonstrating against 
the renewal of the patent of John Ames, for an 
improvement in the manufacture of paper; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial signed by a 
number of the inhabitants of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, in behalf of Jacob Lewis, who is desirous 
of establishing a pottery for the manufacture of 
Queensware at the confluence of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, and praying that a grant of land 
at that site may be made to him at the Govern- 
ment prices. ‘The petition was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BIBB presented the memorial of a number 
of the inhabitants of Nelson county, Kentucky, 
praying a restoration of the deposites, and a re- 
charter of the Bank of the United States; which 
was read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS gave notice that he should, 
on Friday next, move to take up the bill making 
an appropriation for the construction of a lateral 
branch of the, Baltimore and Ohio railroad to the 
District of Columbia. 5 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented a memorial in 
favor of repairing the Cumberland Road. A bill 
for that purpose having passed the Senate, the 
memorial was laid upon the table. , 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial of in- 
habitants of Vermont, remonstrating against the 
extension of the patent of John Ames for an 
improvement in paper making; which waslaid on 
the table. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented the petition of 
Frencis Surget and others; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the proceedings of a 
large meeting of the inhabitants of Seneca county, 
Ohio, sustaining the Executive in his course to- 
wards the Bank of the United States,and approv- 
ing of the removal of the deposites, and averse to 
arecharter of that corporation. The proceedings 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. ` . 

Mr. MORRIS also presented the proceedings 
of a public meeting held in Columbiana county, 
Ohio, of the same tenor. 

Mr. M. observed that the county of Columbiana 
was one of the largest counties in the State of 
Ohio, and was formerly, of itself, one congres- 
sional district. The proceedings of this meeting, 
he had no manner of doubt, were expressive of 
the opinions of the people of Ohio. There was 
one resolution among the number, however, the 
language of which he did not entirely approve of. 
It wag clothed in strong and expressive terms, In 
relation to the resolutions lately adopted by a 
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! of the Administration. 


majority of the Senate censuring the conduct of the 
President of the United States. Butthe presiding 
officer of the meeting was a highly respectable 
citizen, and therefore he could not withhold the 
proceedings on account of but one resolution, the 
terms of which were somewhat objectionable, but 
the conclusion of which he approved. At no 
former period had public (political) excitement been 
ata greater height in Ohio than it was at present, 
and the current of public opinion was strong 
against the Bank of the United States, and in favor 
It was under the influence 
of these feelings and views that they expressed 
themselves in strong language. He moved that 
the proceedings be read, printed, and take the 
usual reference. 

Mr. POINDEXTER objected to the reception 
of the paper, unless the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio would strike out the offensive resolution. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked whether the 
resolution was in respectful language, as that 
seemed to be the rule adopted. 

Mr. MORRIS replied that it spoke in strong 
language, but it was not disrespectful. If he had 
drawn the resolution, however, he would have 
expressed the same views in different language. 

Mr. BROWN said he did not like the practice 
of condemning without a hearing, either in this or 
any other malter. He hoped the paper would be 


read. 

Mr. EWING and Mr. CLAY were also in favor 
of its being read. 

After some further conversation, the proceedings 
were read, and the question being on the motion 
to print, (the reference being a matter of course,) 

Mr. POINDEXTER was opposed to printing, 


| as the paper had already been printed in a news- 


paper. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN was also opposed 


[to printing, as other parts of the proceedings 


reflected, in most disrespectful terms, upon the 
gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. Ewine.] 

Mr. MORRIS contended that the constituents of 
himself and. colleague had a right to express their 
sentiments in any language they. pleased as it 
respected their public conduct as Senators. Ought 
we, here, to shield ourselves from the reach of the 
people? If we misrepresent the opinions and 
wishes of our constituents, ought we not to be 
told that we do? [If the private conduct of his 
honorable colleague had been assailed or reflected 
on, it would be unjustifiable. But there was a 
great difference between his public and private 
conduct, and this resolution arraigned his political 
course only. They attributed to him no improper 
motive. ‘They regretted his course here; and had 
they nota right to say that they viewed it in this 
light? It seemed to him (Mr. M.) that they had 
a right to do so in any way and manner they 
pleased. If they had not, there was an end of all 
accountability on the part of the representative to 
those he represented. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN then moved to lay 
the paper on the table; upon which motion 

Mr. MORRIS asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 


| Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 


Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Swift, 
Sprague, Tomlinson—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, 
Linn, McKean, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Shep- 
ley, Tipton, Waggaman, White, Wilkins, Wright, 
—19. 

So the proceedings were laid on the table. 

Mr. EWING presented a memorial from citizens 
of Athens county, Ohio, complaining of great 
pecuniary distress and reduction in the price of 
agricultural produéts, which they ascribe to the 
removal of the deposites; and praying, as the only 


remedy, a restoration of the deposites to the Bank |; 


of the United States, and the recharter of the bank. 
Mr. MORRIS observed that these memorialists 


complained of a depression in. the prices of agri-. 
cultural products, to the ruin of the citizen. This 
memorial came from a southern county, in the 
State of Ohio; not a very populous, although a 
respectable one. But it had heretofore ranked in 
opposition to the Administration; it was chiefly 
represented in the Ohio Legislature by men of that 
political character, and was now represented in the 
House of Representatives here, by a member in 
the opposition. But he (Mr. M.) thought that 
these memorialists were mistaken in what they 
said with regard to the prices of the staple articles 
of Ohio. He held in his hand a letter from a re- 
spectable and intelligent man, informing him that 
wheat, in Muskingum county, adjoining the county 
of Athens, was now at sixty-two and a half cents 
a bushel. (Mr. M. here read the letter.] This 
letter was signed by Major James Cochran, of 
Zanesville, who said that the bank question being 
considered settled, the prices were becoming fixed, 
so that things were not quite so bad as they were 
represented to be. Sixty-two and a half cents 
was a good living price for wheat; a fair price at this 
period, the last crops having been very abundant, 

After some remarks by Mr.. EWING and Mr. 
MORRIS, the memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. ` 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memorial 
of the judges, attorney, and marshal, of the eastern 
district of Florida, praying an appropriation for 
the purchase of the building which is now occu- 
pied by the district court of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution reported by the Committee on the 
Judiciary on the President’s message, in reference 
to 

THE PENSION FUND. 


Mr. CLAYTON having the floor, commenced-a 
speech in support of the resolution, and in reply to 
Mr. Wricut; when, ata quarter past threeo’clock, 
without concluding, he gave way to : 

Mr. EWING, upon whose motion, sh 

The Senate adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, May 14, 1834. 


Mr. GARLAND moved that the bills which had 
been sent from the Senate and lay upon the Speak- 
er’s table, be read a first and second time, for the 
purpose of referring them. 

Unanimous consent being given, various bills 
were read, and referred to the appropriate com- 


| mittees, = 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged fromthe further consideration of the claims 
of Henry Develen and others; and that the same - 
be referred to the Secretary of War. 

Which, after a brief explanation from Mr. W., 
was adopted. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 


| representatives of John Mullowny; which was 
j read twice and committed. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported a bill in favor 


| of Thomas B. Clark, James Bradford, and John 


Fruge. Severally read twice and committed. 

Mr.WAYNE moved that a communication from 
the Secretary of State, relative to the publication of 
the Diplomatic Correspondence, be referred to the 
Library Committee; which was agreed to. 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Mars - 
pis, in relation to the deposites of public money, 
with the amendment proposed by Mr. Conwin, 
came up. 

Mr. GALBRAITH resumed his remarks in re- 
ply to Mr. McKewnan, which he continued, with- 
out concluding, until the expiration of the hour 
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allotted to morning business had expired, when, 
pn motion of : 

Mr. McK! NLEY, the House proceeded to the || 
orders of the day. ; 

Mr. BOON gave notice that to-morrow morning 

“he should request the House to take up and dis- 
pose of the resolution heretofore submitted hy him 
fixing the day for the adjournment of Congress. 

:. Mr. POLK expressed.a hope that the House 

‘would, by unanimous consent, dispose of the 
appropriation bills referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

No objection being made, : 

The House, on motion of Mr. POLK, wentinto 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, 
(Mr. Speigny in the chair.) 

The bill making appropriations for the Indian 
department for 1834 was taken up. 

Mr. POLK moved to strike the word ‘ clerks” 
from the item making appropriations for inter- 
preters, translators, &c., at the several agencies; 
which was agreed to. . 

At the instance of Mr. POLK, a letter from the 


Secretary of War relative to the employment of !! 


blacksmiths, &c., was read, when that géntleman 

moved tostrike out the words “treaty stipulations” 

and $16,000 from the item referring to the employ- 

ment of blacksmiths among the Indian tribes, and 

usert the sum of $6,480 instead. Mr. P. ex- 

plained the object tv be, that such portion of the | 
original sum proposed to be appropriated as was 

called for by treaty should be stricken from this |} 
bill and added to that making appropriations for 

Indian annvites. The motion was agreed to. 

Theitem appropriating $5,000 for the purchase 
of iron, steel, &c., having been read, 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out $5,000, and 
insert instead $1,465; which was agreed to. 

:: Theitem making appropriations for the expense 
of transportation and distribution of annuities 
having been read, 

Mr. POLK said the item more properly be- 
longed to the. Indian annuities bill, and moved it 
be stricken out; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that two additional items 
` be added to the bill. The first making an appro- 

priation of $8,000 for the expenses of negotiating 
with the western Pawnees; the other appropriating 

11,160, being the amount due to certain Creek 

ndians, followers of McIntosh. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked an explanation of 
these items. 

Mr. LEWIS said the first item was proposed 
by the Committee on Indian Affairs, at the sug- 
gestion of the Indian commissioners, in conse- 
quence of the loss of property which had been 
occasioned by the Pawnees west of the Mississippi, 
who were totally out of the reach of our military 
force. The other item was proposed by the same 
committee, to carry into effect the stipulations of 
a treaty. . 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether this pro- 
vision did not more properly belong to the bill for 
carrying those treaties into effect, 

Mr. LEWIS had no objection to proposing the 
item asan amendment to that bill, and accordingly 
withdrew it. The other item was agreed to. 

Mr. L, then moved to add to the bill an item 
appropriating -$10,000 for the purchase of pro- 
visions for the support of such Creek Indians in 
Alabama as were destitute of provisions. Mr. L. 
said this appropriation had been recommended by 
the Secretary of War. Their situation was rep- 
resented to be one of extreme destitution. 

Mr. BATES wished to understand, before he 
voted upon this appropriation, how these Indians 
happened to be reduced to this state of starvation. 

Mr. LEWIS said he mightnot be able to satisfy 
the gentleman as to the various reasons which 
prevented these Indians from being in a flourish- 
ing condition. Many of them, not aware that the 
policy of the Government as to individual emi- | 
gration had changed, had depended upon leaving | 
their country, and had made no crops. Their | 
habitual improvidence had thrown them into great 

` distress. 

Mr. GILMER did not consider the reason 


assigned a sufficient one. It was three years since || 


the last Indians had been sent over the Mississippi 


individually. He was satisfied that the distribu- |! 


tion of provisions among these Indians would only 
encourage idle habits among them and increase the 


distress under which they labored. This was the 
opinion of the more intelligent among them. The 
truth is, that a portion of these Indians are always 
starving. This was an inevitable consequence of 
their mode of life, and had always been the case 
since they had been known. Besides, these In- 
dians are understood now to be within the juris- 
diction of the State of Alabama. Ifthe State had 
assumed jurisdiction over them, they had taken off 
the obligation of maintaining them from the Uni- 
ted States. | 5 

Mr. LEWIS said there had been enrolments 
for emigration more recently, though the last emi- 
gration of individual Indians was three years ago, 
, and this fact had undoubtedly produced habits of 
i improvidence among a certain class. The gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Gimer] had stated that 
i distréss always existed among a certain portion 
‘of these Indians. He should not dispute this. 
| The proposition for this appropriation was not his. 
It was made by order of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, at the instance of the Secretary of War. 
As to the obligation of the State of Alabama to 
support these Indians as her own paupers, it could- 
not be recognised so long as the Government con- 
| tinued to make treaties with them and place them 
| on a footing different from the other citizens of 
i that State. 

Mr. VINTON requested the letter of the Secre- 
tary of War requesting this appropriation might 
be read. . 

Mr. LEWIS had not expected this bill to come 
up this morning, and the papers were not in the 
House. 

Mr. VINTON contended that we were under 
obligations to support these Indians. He wished 
to know the facts relative to their actual condition. 
The main ground of opposition to the policy here- 
tofore pursued by the Government in relation to 
these people, was that it must inevitably reduce 
them to poverty and distress. Whether these ap- 
prehensions had been verified, he wished to learn. 
He would also be glad to be informed why the 
| law had not been executed which provided for the 
| transportation of such as had enrolled themselves 
for emigration. 

Mr. LEWIS sai 
subject, 

Mr. BURGES said, it appeared from the state- 
| ment of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. GiL- 
MER,} that the policy of the Government had 
thrown the Indians back upon their old habits of 
| precarious subsistence. 

Mr. GILMER said he had made no such state- 
ment. 

Mr. BURGES. The gentleman certainly said 
something. What it was, he would not under- 
take to repeat. It was clear, from the grounds on 
which the amendment was moved, that these In- 
dians are in a state of great distress. It did not 
appear that they had ever been in sucha condition 
before. It was not owing to the removal of the 
deposites, but to the policy which proposed to 
carry them over the Mississippi, and place them 
in the condition of a man when he first begins to 
walk on his hind legs. Whether this Government 
was bound to them by any obligations to provide 
| for their support, he did not know. © All theState 
of Alabama wants is their lands. After they had 
| been cheated out of that, she was not bound to 
maintaia them. Who ever heard of a man who 
had been wronged out of his property, compelling 
those who had got it to maintain him? It may be 
supposed, that as the measures adopted by the 
United States had led to their present distress, some 
relief should be afforded. But he could not con- 


dhe had no information on the 


of agents, to be disbursed without vouchers. He 
; would never vote for the payment of Indian annui- 


Indians, without means of ascertaining the fact 
whether they were paid or not. He would vote 
no money under such circumstances, 


were in a suffering condition. He had been in- 
‘formed from a source which admitted of no doubt, 


| State of Ohio, were suffering for want of subsist- 
ence. 
ment by adding $5,000 for the 
ions for the Shawnee Indians. 

Mr. GILMER had never understood that a | 


purchase of provis- 


4 


sent to place money for that purpose in the hands |} 


| ties so long as they were to be paid to individual | 


Mr. VANCE was convinced that these Indians | 


that the Shawnees, which had emigrated from the || 


He therefore moved to amend the amend- |: 


single Indian had been thrown out of his ordinary 
means of subsistence by enrolling himself for emi- 
gration. None of them could have been disap- 
pointed in being permitted to remain, for the policy 
of individual emigration had been given up in 
1830. He believed the principal cases of indi- 
vidual enrolment. since that time had taken place 
among the Cherokees, which had been done at 
their own suggestion. He had never understood 
that any of the Creeks had been enrolled since 
1830, excepting the case of Chilly McIntosh, who 
had engaged one ortwo hundred Creeks to emigrate 
who had not gone. As to the mode of making 
payments to the Indians, a bill had been drawn 
|| by the Committee on Indian Affairs, which would 
be reported in a day or two, directing the payments 
of annuities to be made to the chiefs of tribes in 
their national councils, and not to individuals, 
which would remove the objection suggested by 
the gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. Burces.] 
The starvation and distress of the Indians were 
inseparable from their habits and propensities. 
Similar improvidence and distress existed among 
them when they, were first known. : 

Mr. LEWIS said the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Ohio would introduce an entirely new 
feature into the system of Indian affairs. “They 
had never been supported after the expiration of 
a year from their emigration. As to the obliga- 
tions of Alabama to support the Indians within her 
limits, let them be either an independent people, 
capable of making treaties, or citizens of that State, 
and dependent on her protection. So long as this 
Government recognised them as independent, the 
State could not support.them. 

After some further debate in which Messrs. 
LEWIS, H. EVERETT, GILMER, and MAR- 
DIS took part, g 

Mr. POLK suggested that the provision could 
be added to the annuity bill. 

Mr. LEWIS then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to amend the bill 
by inserting a provision for paying the expenses of 
the treaty with the Wyandots; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. LEWIS asked whether the Committee did 
not intend to propose a similar appropriation in 
relation to the Creek Indians. 

Mr. EVERETT said no estimate had as yet 
been obtained of the expenses. 

Mr. LEWIS moved the amendment with a view 
to enable him to bring it up in the House. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved an amendment appro- 
priating 1,000 dollars as the salary of a clerk in 
the office of the superintendent of Indian Affairs. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. ASHLEY also moved to strike out 17,000 
dollars, and insert 16,500. Agreed to. 

Mr. ASHLEY also moved to strike ont 20,000 
dollars in the 20th line, and insert 18,800. Agreed ` 
to. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then 
took up for consideration the bill, ‘* making appro- 
| ptiations for Indian annuities, and other similar 
objects, for the year 1834.” 

On motion of Mr. POLK, an amendment was 
| adopted, giving $6,754 to the Wyandots, instead 
of $5,900. 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out $1,100 for the 
| Eel River Indians, and insert $2,070. 

Mr. McKAY opposed the motion, and it was 
supported by Messrs. POLK and HUBBARD; 
when the motion was rejected. 

Mr. POLK moved to increase the allowance of 
| the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies, to 
: $16,995, and of the Menomonees to $1,940, of the 
Kansas to $5,945; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POLK moved to iicrease the allowance of 
: the Osages to $12,040; which was negatived; and 
the sum then agreed upon was $11,070. 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out the appropria- 
tion for the Kaskaskias of $1,000, to reduce that 
of the Kakaskias’and Peorias to $2,050, to strike 
| out the Weas, to increase the allowance of the 
; Delawaresto $7,87n,andof the Shawneesto $4,680. 
Agreed to. 
|, Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the bill by 
| Inserting a provision allowing $3,500 to carry 
into effect the 4th article of the treaty with the 
Appalachicola Indians. Agreed to. 

Mr. POLK moved to amend by increasing the 
allowance for the expenses of distributing annui- 


| 


1834. 


TH 
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ties, salt, implements, &c., from $20,000 to 
$29,500; which, after some debate, in which | 
Messrs. BATES, POLK, and SEVIER, took | 
part, was agreed to. z 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out $8,000, and in- 
sert $15,223, for the expenses of locating reserva- 
tions and certifying contracts under the Creek 
treaty of the 24th March, 1832. Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, .the ciause appro- | 
priating $500 for compensation to a commissioner 
to value the improvements of the Brothertown 
Indians, was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, a clause was 
adopted allowing $2,000 for running a line between 
the Sacs and Foxes. 

A great number of amendments were adopted | 
on motion of Mr. POLK and Mr. HUBBARD. | 

Mr. POLK. moved an additional clause appro- 
priating $241,000 for the removal of five thousand | 
Creeks west of the Mississippi, and $27,520 for 
furnishing them with blankets, implements, &c., | 
according to the stipulations of the treaty for their : 
removal. | 

Mr. SEVIER. proposed to amend the amend- 
ment by adding a proviso that the Indians should | 
be removed under an authorized agent of the 
United States. : 

After some remarks from Messrs. POLK and } 
MARDIS, Mr. SEVIER withdrew his motion, 
and the motion of Mr. POLK was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. POLK. an amendment was | 
adopted, appropriating $68,325 for the expenses of 
the removal of the Cherokees to the west of the 
Mississippi. . 

Mr. VINTON asked whether the Cherokees 
were to be removed from Tennessee or Georgia ? 

Mr. POLK said from Georgia. 

Mr. VINTON said so far as the appropriation | 
related to the Cherokees in Georgia, he should not 
object to it. He moved a proviso, confining the | 


and Alabama. | 
Messrs. WAYNE, POLK, and WILLIAMS, . 
opposed the proviso, and it was supported by 
Messrs. VINTON and BATESs when it was 
rejected. 
‘The motion of Mr. POLK was then agree 
On motion of Mr. POLK, some further amend- | 
ments were adopted. f | 
Mr. HA WES moved an amendment, the object | 
of which was to provide that all payments of | 
moneys under this bill, should be made to the | 
Indians directly. | 
Mr. H. EVERETT suggested a modification, | 
providing that the payments should be made to 
the chiefs of the tribe respectively. 
Mr. HAWES accepted the amendment. | 
Mr. MARDIS said that this amendment would | 
prevent the Creek Indians now living sast of the | 
Mississippi from receiving their annuity till they | 
go west, because their government was dissolved. | 
Mr. PLUMMER was of the opinion that the | 
money ought to be paid to the individuals of the | 
tribe directly. The chiefs and captains now get | 
all, and the poor and ignorant Indians none. i 
Mr. H. EVERETT suggested a further modi- | 
fication of the amendment, adding to it, ‘‘or to | 
such persons as the tribes shall appoint.” | 
Mr. HAWES said his object was to provide | 


that the poor Indians should receive their share, |i 


and that this Government should not be held ; 
responsible for the money. | 

Some discussion followed, in which Messrs, 
VANCE,SEVIER, FILLMORE, and EWING, 
took part. : 

Mr. ASHLEY proposed an amendment to the 
amendment, providing that the agent should see 


ihe amount paid to the heads of families entitled || 


to the same. 

Mr. ASHLEY, in support of this proposition, 
remarked that last year forty or fifty thousand dol- 
lars was paid to the chiefs on the Mississippi, no 
part of which was paid to the Indians, but was 
delivered by the chiefs to an individual without 
opening the boxes, and were placed in one of the 
banks at St. Louis. 

The amendment was further debated by Messrs. 
PARKER, PLUMMER,LANE, and H. EVER- | 
ETT. i 

When the question was taken on Mr. AsHtEy’s | 
amendment to the amendment, which was adopted 
—ayes 68, noes 57. 


j 
H 


| 
I 
j 
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j 


| 
| 
i 
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' 
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| was worthy of a free people. 
the right of the President to make the officers of | 


The questiou was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, which was lost without a count. 
Mr. LEWIS moved toamend the bill by adding 


! an appropriation of $11,600 for certain Creek In- 


dians, followers of Mcintosh. 

After a brief explanation by Mr. LEWIS, the 
amendment was adopted... 

The committee then rose, and reported the bills 
to the House, with the amendments. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President, enclosing a copy of a 
convention with the King of the T'wo Sicilies; 

And another message, enclosing a copy of a 
convention with the Emperor of Russia; the rati- 
fication of both having been exchanged. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
several communications from the departments, in 
reply to resolutions calling for information. 

Mr. HAWES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the commutation bill was recommitted to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


IN SENATE. . 
Tuurspay, May 15, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 


i| the United States, by Mr. Donzxsow, his Private 


Secretary, transmitting a copy of a treaty of peace, 
amity, and commerce, between the United States 
and the Republic of Chili. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Navy Department, relative to 
the naval asylum of Philadelphia. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 


nication from the Treasury Department, transmit- 
ting a report from the register and receiver of the 


ama. 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 


ter from the Secretary of War, enclosing a report |; 


from the Chief Topographical Engineer, in com- 


ij pliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 
A 
d to. || 


6:h ‘instant, relative to the harbor of Norwalk, 
Connecticut; which, on motion of Mr. TOMLIN- 
SON, was ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. NAUDAIN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of inhabitants of Wilmington, Delaware, 
censuring the doctrines advanced in the protest of 
the President of the United States to the resolu- 
tions of the Senate of the 17th of April. 

Mr. N. said that he viewed these proceedings in 
the light of an appeal—a response of the people 
to the President’s paper. He said that he should 
not detain the Senate many minutes, but he would 
take occasion briefly to animadvert upon this re- 
markable paper, called the President’s protest. He 
viewed itas an encroachment upon the rights of the 
Senate, and the liberties ofa free and magnanimous 
people. It had no parallel in history. Represent- 
ative Government might be overturned by execu- 


tive encroachment; and mark it, sir, said Mr. N., |: 
this very protest is pregnant with such assumptions || 
as are utterly repugnant to the genius of the Con- |; 
It seems, sir, that we must meet the || 
rebuke of the President, when we call into question | 
his motives. Mr. N. said that he had long thought || 
‘| gentleman had appealed to him, (Mr. 8.,) asafford- 


stitution. 


that what was done in this and the other House, 
was not to be called in question, and he thought it 
was time that the people should condemn this en- 
croachment upon the privileges of a ccérdinate 
branch of the Government. Mr. N. said he should 
like to know whether an encroachment of this char- 
acter was not calculated to call down the rebuke of 
the people? Is liberty of speech to be infringed, 


and thus blot out the beams of discussion? He | 
hoped the American people would respond to the |; 
i| ministration much more exceptionable than this, 
i| he would have found him among his supporters. 


appeal, both far and near. The second resolution 
It utterly denies 


the Government his agents, and entirely repudiates 
the idea of a President’s claiming to be the Lord 
Protector and Dictator of the Commonwealth, and 
to make the officers of the Government obedient to 
his will. 

Mr. N. thought the citizens of Delaware had a 
right to animadvert upon the paper, as promulga- 
ted by the Globe, the official journal. The paper 
(the protest) was an unwarrantable assumption of 


i 
« 
1 


i the rights of the Senate in its legislative character. 
i The President claims the right, in that paper; 
i to appoint and remove, to and from office, at his 
| mere will and pleasure. Mr. N. thought this tọ `; 
| be utterly subversive of the rights of the Senate. - 
i What! Shall the President create vacancies when ` 


| 

i 

! he pleases, a kind of irresponsible responsibility? 
| Mr. N. referred to the history of 1629, when the 
| President first came into power. He: removed 
| many and faithful officers, because he did not 
| choose to be responsible for. their acts. Fle would 
; instance an honorable member on this fluor, [Mr. 
i Smaru,] who had been appointed and conficmed 
| by the Senate, as district attorney for the State 
| of Connecticut, and had been unceremoniously 
| ejected from office. To carry out the inference, 
i he might nominate to office, the Senate might con- 


ji firm the nomination, and directly they adjourned, 


' though they should sit until July, the President 
; revokes the appointment and places another incum- 
! bent to discharge the: duties of the office, perhaps 

| obnoxious to the Senate, the constitutional advisers 
‘ of the President. Mr. N. said he did not wish to 

| impress the Senate with the belief that he thought 
| that this abuse had been carried out into actual 
| practice. He believed that consummation had not 
| yet arrived. 

|” Mr. N. was satisfied that the Globe spoke from 
i authority, and he usually gave credence to any 
: assertion of that paper, comprehending executive 
| policy, and consequently believed that the Pres- 
i ident, as suggested by an articlein that paper, would 
| shortly send in certain nominations. He was 
' satisfied that the President, in the doctrines of the 
| protest, had cast off all pretensions to limitations 
| of power. Who, sir, (said Mr. N.,) is to control 
| this man, characterized in the resolution as the 
; Lord Protectorand Dictator of the Commonwealth? 
| Sir, I believe it; I do believe it, that we have 


o it. g o, con 1 ag office at St. Stephens, in the State of Ala- |! arrived at a most alarming era in our history. 
appropriation to the Indians residing in Georgia |; i 


! What is there left for us? The President claims all 
i right; what check remains? He-has placed his 
; hands upon the public Treasury, he says, upon his 
‘responsibility. What is responsibility? Impeach- 


ji ment? No President, sir, can. be impeached. No; 


sir; no, sir. Any Executive who may, attempt 
encroachments, lays bis plans deep and broad.. I . 
i mean not to impute any impure motives to the 

‘ present Chief Magistrate, but I would ask, sir, 
| what is to forbid him from taking the Treasury of 


| who is determined to usurp power is regardful of 
i checks? The President says to his Secretary of 
! the Treasury, ‘Mr. Secretary, | take the respon- 


| sibility.”? Mr. Secretary says, ‘ Sir, the respon- 
|! sibility is mine, and I can’t surrender the trust.’? 


“Get out of office, then, sir,” responds the Ex- 
! ecutive; and there are meu supple and. pliant 
| enough to take his place... E 
Mr. N. then expatiated upon the cognomen 


j lately adopted, of Whig; stated that the party had 
| good reason to adopt that venerable and highiy 
| regarded name; and he was giad that a portion of 
| his constituents, the good people of Wilmington, 
had adopted the appellation, and he hoped that the 
sentiments they promulgated in their resolutions 
would be adopted throughcut the country. 

Mr. SMITH rose to correct an error in the 
remarks of the gentleman from Delaware, [Mr. 
Navoarn.] In his remarks, just delivered, that 


: ing an instance of the exercise of arbitrary power 
| on the part of the President of the United States. 
This was a matter of great surprise to him; for 


i| he had never supposed the act alluded to to be so. 


te was not conscious of any injustice having been 


i| done towards him by the President, in the instance 


alluded to; nor had he ever before heard friend or 
foe making it such. And if the President had not 
done many other things in the course of his ad- 


He objected to the inference made from this fact 
by the honorable gentleman from Delaware. 

Mr. NAUDAIN said he was not mistaken as 
to the facts. He stated them correctly; and he had 
aright to draw the inference that the President 
! had used an unwarrantable stretch of power. He 


ii the people to bribe the people? Think you aman. `: 
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whiy gentlemen wished this paper printed. He did 
not perceive what useeould bemadeof it. Nole- 
gislative action, or reference of it, was proposed. 

Mr. NAUDAIN replied that he desired it on 


account of the high respectability and intelligence || 


of the people who sent the memorial here. Jt was 
their response to the appeal of the President, and 
he thought it but reapectful on the part of the Sen- 
ate to print it, ie 

Mr. FORSYTH held the reasons to be entirely 
unsatisfactory, that the paper ought to be printed 
under thë idea that it was respectful to the citizens 
who sent it here. We had no authority to expend 
the public money in this way. Wehadasum of 
money placed at our disposal, to be appropriated 
to defraying the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
‘not for the purpose of administering to our own 
vanity. The protest of the President of the Uni- 
ted States was disposed of; it was not before us; 
it was not printed; not out of respect to the people 


or the President of the United States. Why, then, | 


encumber our tables with this new matter? 

Mr. CHAMBERS said he had presented the 
first expression of the people upon the protest 
which was laid on the table. The President had 
appealed to the people on an issue of his own, and 
rumor said that forty thousand copies of them had 
been printed and circulated through the country. 
The Senate had responded to that paper as it 
thought proper, and this was the verdict of the 
people coming back to us, and gentlemen wished 
to put it on the table to sleep. He asked the gen- 
tleman from Georgia what useful information was 
to be derived from printing memorials. The sub- 
ject to which they applied was put to rest, and yet 
we were daily printing them. 

Mr. FORSYTH said the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland (Mr. Cuamnens] would recollect that all 
memorials were sent to a committee, and they 
were proposed to be the subject for legislation. 
The printing of memorials stood upon an entirely 
different footing from this: they might be wanted. 
But he begged to know who wanted to refer to this 
_paper.- The gentleman said it was the verdict of 
the people upon the protest of the President; and 
suppose one hundred thousand of them should 
come here, would they make any difference in the 
direction of popular opinion in the issue between 
the President and thé Senate! It could give the 
public no information to print it. If we. were to 
multiply the number it might. But it could be 
of no utility to print, except to put money into the 
hands of our printer. It was right that the paper 
should be received, read, and referred to, by hon- 
orable Senators who see their own images reflected 
in it. It was for the majority, however, who 
delighted in such exhibitions, to say whether it 

. should be printed or not. 

Mr. CHAMBERS replied, that yesterday the 
gentleman from Georgia voted against laying the 
Ohio memorial on the table, and he (Mr. C.) did 
not perceive how he could justify a vote against 
printing a paper on the same subject, 

Mr. CLAYTON said that this was not only a 
protest against the President’s protest, but it was 


‘an expression of the sentiments of a portion of the | 


people on the restoration of the deposites and other 
agitating subjects, 
ments of the people of Delaware and to have them 
‘for reference to. 

Mr. KANE remarked, if it was just and proper 
to print this paper, the motion ought to be amend- 
ed, so as to include the printing of the President’s 
protest, And he appealed to the candor of the 
Senate, whether, if this paper wag to be printed 
and to go among the documents and be preserved, 
the protest ought not to be preserved with it. 
That paper had existence, but not among the doc- 
uments of the Senate. Any one who might here- 
after take up the charge of certain individuals, 
could not see whether the charge was true or false, 
lt was very unfair to give an opportunity to indi- 


viduals to make this charge, without placing the | 


instrument by the side of the charge, as its refuta- 
tion. He was willing to vote to print, if the anti- 
dote could be permitted to go with the poison; he 
therefure moved an amendment that the protest be 
printed with the memorial. 

Mr. CLAY thought the amendment was not in 
order, The protest was already pretty well circu: 
lated—forty thousand having been distributed from 
the Globe office. 


He wanted to know the senti- | 


The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. é 

Mr. CHAMBERS appealed from the decision 
of the Chair; and after some conversation between 
Mr. CLAY, Mr. CLAYTON, and Mr. CHAM- 
BERS, he withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he should vote against the 
amendment, on the same ground that he would 
vote against printing the paper not out of disrespect 
to the people of Delaware. The paper was deserv- 
ing of respect from the number and character of 
the signers of it. He opposed the printing, simply 
on the ground that it was utterly useless. Honor- | 
able gentlemen could make themselves masters of 
its contents at the clerk’s desk. No legislation 
| was designed to be founded on it. The question 
i was settled. The protest was no longer a subject 
of consideration for us. This memorial belonged 
to that large class of papers which were to be 
| printed out of respect to our constituents; and on | 
this ground he would vote against both the amend- 
ment and the motion to print the paper. It was 
| no respect to the President of the United States to 
| put the protest on our printed files. Its only use 
was for reference. The gentleman from Kentucky | 
ii referred to the uncontradicted story of forty thou- 
sand copies of the protest having been printed at 
the Globe office; and he thought the silence of the 
friends of the Administration was an admission of 
the truth of the fact. Now he, Mr. F., denied | 
| the justness of any such inference. But suppose 
i; it were true, he would ask if it had been done 
at the people’s expense? Our documents were 
printed at the public expense; butas to thisstory, 
if they were printed, it was at the expense of the 
President himself. But he did not believe it was 
true. Indeed, he ventured to assert that not a 
single cent of the expense incurred for printing the 
| protest came out of the public Treasury All the 
presses here had printed matter in support of their 
own parties. 

Mr. KANE remarked that he did not say that 
j the protest was misquoted, for he did. not know 
whether it had been or not. All he said was that 
the doctrines of the protest were misrepresented. 
These persons had erred in their opinions of what 
the protest was. He thought that neither should 
be printed; but it was both unfair and improper to 
print an attack on the President and not print the 
protest itself. The effect which it would have 
would be unjust, and if either should be printed, 
both should. 

Some further remarks were made by Mr. PRES- 
TON,Mr. POINDEXTER,and Mr. FORSYTH, 
when the amendment was negatived, and the mo- 
tion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON asked thé suspension of the 
orders, and called up the bill providing for an 
equal representation in the Legislative Council of 
| the people of the Territory of Florida. The rule 
being suspended, the bill was read a third time, and 
11 passed. ` 

Mr. POINDEXTER requested the considera- 
ion of his resolution for printing the Journals of | 
the Old Congress; which, being agreed to, the reso- 
lution, on his motion, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
í District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
the Washington Horticultural Society, with an 
amendment. i 

PENSION AGENCY. 

Mr. CLAYTON rèsumed his argument on the | 
resolutions of the Judiciary Committee on the | 
pension agency of the Bank of the United States. | 
Before he proceeded, he submitted the following 
resolutions as an amendment to those reported by 
the committee: 

Resolved, That the act of Congress for the relief | 
of certain officers and soldiers of the Revolution, 
passed on the 15th of May, 1828, and the act sup- 


+ 


1832, are properly acts 
of military pensions. 
Resolved, That ño power is conferred by any | 
law, upon the Department or Secretary of War, to 
remove theagency for the payment of pensioners 
| under the said act of the Tth June, 1832, and the | 
| funds, books, and papers, connected with that 
| agency, from the Bank of the United States, and | 
to appoint other agents to supersede that bank in 


providing for the payment 


plementary to that act, passed on the 7th of June, || 


rie 
| 


F 


“ the payment of such pensioners, 


| ment. 


On concluding his argument, 

Mr. KANE tock the floorand spoke in reply to 
Mr. Crayton, and in opposition to the resolutions, 
and afier proceeding a short time, gave way toa 
motion by Mr. WRIGHT for an adjournment; 
which prevailed. ` 

The Sénate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 15, 1834. 


Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, reported a 
bill for the relief of Joseph W. Greer and others. 
Read twice and committed, . 

Mr. MERCER reported, from the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, a resolution for printing a 
number of copies of a treatise on roads and canals; 
which was agreed to. 


` ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BOON asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up for consideration the following 
resolution: $ se 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives close 
the present session of Congress by an adjournment 
of their respective Houses on Monday, the 16h 
day of June next. 

An objection being made, Mr. BOON moved the 
suspension of thé rules, and thereon asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed 
to; yeas 126, nays 23. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to strike out the 16th of 
June, and insert the 30th day of June. 

Mr. H. presumed, he said, that neither the hon- 
orable member from Indiana, nor any member of 
the House, was more anxious for an early adjourn- 
ment than he was. Business, both of a public and 
private nature, demanded his return home. But 
he was unwilling to fix upon so early a day as the 
16th day of June. It would leave but twelve par- 
liamentary days for the despatch of the public 
business. The two last petition days we occupied 
in getting through New York and into Pennsyl- 
vania, Another day we might get as far as North 
Carolina, and by that time there would be distress 
enough at the north to occupy another day. Fri- 
days and Saturdays were set apart for local and 
private business. Who could believe that we can 
leave here on the 16th of next month, and des- 
patch the public or private business which is most 
pressing? There were five appropriation bills to 
be acted upon, besides the commutation bill, the 
bill giving pensions to those who were engaged in 
the Indian wars, the Potomac bridge bill, the Ches- 
apeake and Ohio Canal bill, the Cumberland road 
bill, the bill regulating the Indian Department, and 
the bill for the regulation of the Post Office Depart- 
All these bills were of the most urgent 
importance. He knew not how many days the 
House were te be engaged in the unpleasant elec- 
tion contest which would be taken up next week, 
but certainly it could not be disposed of in less 
time than three orfour days. The Judiciary Com- 
mittee, to which he belonged, had reported anum- 
ber of bills to the House which require immediate 
action, and not one of them had yet been taken up. 
It was true that we had been five months in session , 
and that owing to the situation ofthe country and 
the state of parties, the time had been unprofitably 
spent. The.next session, it must be recollected, 
is restricted in length by the Constitution and must 


; terminate on the 3d day of March. It was, there- 


fore, the more important that we should despatch 
as much business as possible at the presentsession. 
It was improper, too, in reference to the business 
of the Senate to fix an early day. The body would 
have important business to despaich in relation to 


|; nominations, and they have not yet acted upon the 


appropriation bills, or upon the bill for the pay- 
ment of lost property. In aspirit of liberality, we 
ought not to force, them to take the responsibility 
of fixing a day different from that proposed by the 
House. He hoped the mover would strike out 
the 16th of June, and insert the 30th of June. 

Mr, CAMBRELENG rose, he said, to makea 
Suggestion to the gentleman from Indiana, who 
had brought forward this measure. It was evi- 
dent that the’ House was not prepared to-day to 
fix upon the time of adjournment. He hoped we 


should agree, on all sides, to pass some important 
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measures. The House, he hoped, would not 
adjourn till the coin bills were acted upon. The 
attention of the House would also be necessarily 
drawn to the new, extraordinary, and unexpected 
attitude assumed by the Bank of the United States. 
He hoped the gentleman from Indiana would con- 
sent th the postponement of the further consider- 
ation of the resolution till this day fortnight, and 
he made that motion. 

Mr. H. EVERETT did not wish to prolong 
the session of Congress, but he was not now ready 
to fix the day of adjournment. Some bills relative 
to the Indian department, which was well deserv- 
ing of the attention of the House, would be re- 
ported on Monday next. He hoped, therefore, 
the resolution would be postponed. 

Mr. WILDE said the extraordinary unanimity 
with which the motion to suspend the rules of the 
House in order to take up this subject, had been 
carried, clearly indicated that the House were dis- 
posed to act on the subject. at once. Whatever 
individual feeling he might entertain in favor of an 
early adjournment, there were. considerations of 
a public character which rendered a precipitate 
adjournment highiy inexpedient. But still he was 
disposed to be governed by the majority of the 
House. If we were not to act upon the highly 
important subject of the currency, we might dis- 
patch all the other business of importance by the 
time proposed in the resolution. Whether we 
should or should not act definitely on that sub- 
ject, rested with the majority of this House. In 
the present temper of the two bodies, it was ob- 
vious that, whatever time might be spent on the 
subject, its fate was certain. If there was no 
intention to do anything in reference to the subject 
of the currency, there was no necessity for post- 
poning the resolution, After we had passed it, 
the Senate could amend or postpone it as they 
pleased. It was a law of politics, as well as of 
nature, that no two great epidemics could prevail 
at the same time. No matter what subject we 
may take up, the currency question must. run into 
it. If we did not intend to act upon it, we might 
as well adjourn. 

Mr. MERCER rose to support the motion of 
the gentleman from New York. The calendar 
which he held in his hand contained four hundred 
and fifty bills, of which we had not touched more 
than fifty. The Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had before it the unprecedented 
number of thirty-nine bills, every one of which 
was important. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY recollected, he said, only 
dne session which was prolonged beyond the mid- 
dle of June, and that was the last long session. 
Two subjects of great moment—the bank and the 
tariff—were then before Congress. The time of 
adjournment was at first fixed four or five weeks 
before the day on which the adjournment finally 
took place. Fe felt satisfied that it was the wish 
of his constituents, and of the country at large, 
that we should pass a few of the bills of general 
interest and go home. It was not desired by the 
people that we should stay here during the sum- 
mer; and every one knew that, after the Ist of 


June, we could not continue in session, without ! 


hezarding our health. He would grant that little 
business had been done by this Congress, and he 
would undertake to say that if we sat three months 
longer, we should not pass more than halfa dozen 
general bills. He fully believed that our constitu- 
ents wished us to close the session after passing 
the appropriation bills and a few others of a gen- 
eral nature. 

Mr. BURGES was in favor of the motion to 
postpone; but would prefer to postpone the res- 
olution'to the time when this [louse should consent 
to do something for the relief of the country. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped that a time would be 
fixed for the adjournment, in order that we might 
begin to select and act upon the most important 
business before the House. He did not care what 
time was fixed; but he hoped it would be fixed at 


once. 

Mr. DICKSON moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. BOON, who wished, he said, to reply to 


some of the remarks which had been made. When | 


he introduced this resolution, he was of the opin- 
ion that, in a time of profound peace, Six months 


was long enough for the despatch of the business ` 


. 


of Congress, and he thought so now. If gentle- 
men would act, instead of debating, the business 
of the House would soon be despatched. But 
nothing could be said or done here which had not 
some immediate reference to the United States 
Bank; and unless the House would fix the day of 
adjournment, this kind of debate might last five or 
six months longer. This resolution was intro- 
| duced in the ordinary way. It was not usual for 
the House to appoint a committee to report what 
business it was necessary to act upon until the day 
of adjournment was fixed. 

We had been here five months speech-making, 
President-making, and Vice-President-making; it 
had been entirely a political session, and not a 
session for business. To continue here was only 
to continue the excitement which had been got up 
in the country. He was sorry that he could not 
accept the modification proposed by the gentleman 
from Kentucky. There was a difference of opin- 
ion among his friends as to the time proper to be 
fixed, some wishing as early a day as the 3lst of 
May, and others a day as late as the Ist of July, 
but he had fixed upon the middle of June, and 
now left it to the majority of the House to dispose 
of it as they pleased. 

Mr. LOVE thought (he said) that the minority 
in the Elouse acted injudiciously in opposing the 
proposition to adjourn. If the country suffers in 


jority were responsible for it. Upon them, and 
not upon us, would fall the responsibility of leav- 
ing the country in its present condition in regard 
to the currency. He was willing to remain here 
if anything could be done. He denied, so far as 
| he was concerned, the charge of President or Vice 
President making. Ata former time the charge 
might have been true as to the business of this 
House, but at present the House, as well as the 
country, was agitated by questions of vastly greater 
importance. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON said there was time 
enough before the day fixed in the resolution to 
transact the whole of the public business of im- 
| portance, and go away with less confusion than 
i! they have done at any former period except that 
when we received our salary of $1,500. That was 
| the only session in which Congress ever did all its 
Í businessand adjourned without confusion. If b 
| prolonging the session for two months all the busi- 
ness could be done he would consent to it, but we 
j could not expect to clear the whole legislative 
i docket even if we sit to the 4th of March next. 

By fixing a day now for our adjournment we 
should be able to do ten times as much business 
as we should otherwise do. Fie considered that 
the tendency of this contest now was to decide the 
| question whether the session of Congress should 
be made perpetual or.not. The argument that all 
| the business before Congress must be transacted 
| at every session supposes the necessity of perpetual 
‘sessions. He would not be one to hold up the idea 
| to the people that Congress ought to sit all the 
| year. The Constitution did not contemplate such 
sessions. Further, he would remark, thata session 
longer than the middle of June was inconsistent 
with the comfort and health of the members of this 
body, and that the pallid countenances of many of 
them already indicated the prejudicial effect of 
their labors upon their health. He hoped thatthe 
House would fix the day of adjournment now, as 
it was evidently its temper todo. The Senate, as 
was usual, would probably take a little more time, 
| if it was necessary. 

i Mr. CHILTON ALLAN had made up his mind 
| to vote for an adjournment as soon as he should 
become convinced that nothing would be done for 


liberal proposition of the member from New York, 
| (Mr. Sexpen,] that it was determined by the ma- 
| jority not to do anything. Tt had been suggested 
| that the bill reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means would occupy some time; but he could 
not believe that a proposition to divide the public 
| money among local banks, to legalize usurpation, 
and to repeal the Constitution, would occupy à 
moment’s time. 

The CHAIR called the member to order, for 
not confining his remarks to the question. 

Mr. ALLAN said he would vote for the post- 
ponement, in order to give the majority time to 


| consequence of a premature adjournment, the ma- | 


the relief of the people. He was almost con- | 
! vinced, by the recent rejection of the broad and i 


reflect upon the responsibility they were about to 
assume. ; sire ae 

Mr. EWING intended (he said) before he con- 
sented to adjourn, to attempt to bring before the 
House some of the business which it was its duty 
to transact. He was willing to leave here on the 
16th of June, or at any time when Congress shall 
have done the necessary business of the West and 
the country at large. Not a bill affecting the in- 
terests of the West had yet been acted upon. We 
had done nothing but to make appropriations for 
office-holders. 

Mr CHILTON was not only in favor of an 
adjournment, but of an adjournment at the earliest 
day which had been named. His zeal to do some- 
thing to quiet the agitation of the country was uns 
abated; but he would ask gentlemen what desirable 
end was to be obtained by continuing the session 
during the summer? If there was a single gleam 
of hope that we should be able to effect anything 
for the public benefit, he would consent to prolong 
the session. But it was evident that we should be 
able to do nothing except to promoteand keep up 
the excitement which prevails in the country. 
The question before the country could never be 
settled but by referring it back to the people, His 
experience had convinced him that business was 
much facilitated by fixing the day of adjourn- 
ment. He was weil satisfied that the country - 
would see that the minority had done everything 
which was required of them to do, and that the 
responsibility rested upon the majority, who were 
willing to meet it. Eei 

Mr. MILLER should vote (he: said). against ` 
the proposition to postpone the resolution, for the 
reason, that by fixing the day, we should facilitate 
the dispatch of business. He had come to the 
conclusion that it was impracticable for Congress, 
at this session, to act on the subject of the cur- 
rency; for which opinion he was about to offer 
some reasons, when 

The CHAIR stated that the member could not 
go into that question. pu. ý 

Mr. MILLER hoped the day of adjournment 
would be fixed, in reference to other subjects than 
that of the currency, for he believed that the pros- ` 
pect of obtaining the definite action of Congress 
on that subject was very remote. : 

Mr. STEWART moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays on . 
the question; which were ordered, Ae 

Mr. STEWART then withdrew his, motion, 
and demanded the previous question, which was 
not sustained. E 

Mr. BELL had no desire to protract this discus- 
sion. Ele would; however, suggest. that it might 
be expedient, in view of various circumstances 
which might arise, to prolong the session beyond 
the time which might now be fixed. He was not 
for putting it oyt of the power of the House to do 
this. Within two or three weeks, a disposition to 
dispatch business had been manifested. Several 
important measures had been acted on. Phere 
were many other important measures which re- 
quired the action of the House. He would never 
consent to put an end to a session of Congress on 
the ground that the House was not competent or 
willing to decide upon every measure required by 
the public interest. For some years past, it had 
been the fortune of the country that some great 
and absorbing question had seized upon almost 
exclusive attention, at each session of Congress. 
He was not willing to overlook any matter of pub- 
lic importance. At this time he was not prepared 
to decide when the House would be able to get 
through with such business as was necessary to 
be done. Two weeks hence, an opinion may. be 
formed. It might be that the 16th of June would 
then receive his support as the day of adjourn- 


iment, But at this time he could not fix upon that 


other precise day. 

MANN said he was in favor of an early 
day of adjournment. He had little doubt but the 
House would be able to act upon all subjects of 
public interest by the 16th of June. But he was 


or any 
Mr. 


| unable to see the force of the argument which had 


been urged in favor of fixing upon that day at this 
time. A strong disposition had been manifested 
by the House recently to. go forward with the 
business. He hoped such measures as were most 
important—particularly those in which his own 
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State wae inte. sted—would be disposed of be- 
fore the 16th of June; but he could perceive no 
necessity on the part of the Housefor committing 
itself as to the precise day at this time. 

Mr, BURD addressed the House at considerable 
length, and was understood to support the motion 
for postponement. 5 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was quite as anxious as 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Jounson] 
could betoterminate the session. But when gen- 
tlemen recur to the situation of a portion of the 
important subjects which demand the attention of 
Congress, they will be satisfied that the period 
has not yet arrived for fixing the time of adjourn- 
ment. it should be recollected that the message 

-of the: President, sent to the House at the com- 
riencement of the session, was still in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. It had 
been-stated that the majority of the House was 
responsible for the transaction of public business. 
If so, the majority should beware of fixing the 
day of adjournment before the necessary business 
could be completed. 

“After some further remarks from Messrs. 
BOON, EWING, and BURGES, 

Mr. WAYNE said, the question was one upon 
which no difference of opinion ought to exist. 
What were the facts as to the situation of the busi- | 
ness of the House? He had taken pains to make | 
an abstract from the records, and it appeared that | 
478 bills had been originated, and were now ready 
for the disposal of the-fouse; 182 had been defi- 
nitely acted on by the House; and 34 bills from 
the Senate had been acted on. There was, there- 
fore, no ground for any imputation of negligence 
upon the 'Flouse. As to the discussions upon the 
great principles of our Government, he neither 
expected nor desired that they should cease. It 
was obvious, from the history of our Government, 
that the practical. operation of every provision 
in the Constitution was not entirely foreseen. 
Discussion upon these subjects was, in his opinion, 
exceedingly profitable; and though he differed 
from many gentlemen in the views they had ex- 
pressed, he hoped their arguments would convince 
the country that the public time devoted to them 
had not been improperly spent. He believed the 
people had regarded them with interest, and would 
fully sustain’ the decision of the House upon 
them, Our free institutions require that the fullest 
discussion should be given to such topics. ‘There 

 wereseveral measures before both Houses of Con- 
gress which required its action before a final de- 
cision on the question of adjournment could with 
propriety be taken. 3 

Mr. LANE said he regretted tọ differ in opinion 
with gentlemen with whom he usually acted, and 
none more so than his honorable colleague, who 
had introduced the resolution. 

Sir, (said Mr. L.,) did he consult hisown wishes 
or interest, he would vote for the earliest possible 
day of adjournment. But there were (said Mr. L.) 
considerations of a higher character than private 
interest or desires—-the public good. 

Mr: L. said he would not determine the question 
of adjournment by what had been done in the busi- 
ness of legislation, but from what remained to-be 
done for the public and private interest. A post- 
ponement of the resolution does not, as some gen- 
tlemen had considered, necessarily extend the 
period contemplated by the resolution for the close 
of the session. On the contrary the House will then 
be able to act more advisedly upon the question. 

Mr. L. said, no western gentleman could, in his 
opinion, consistently with the interest of his con- 
stituents, vote for the resolution, when not a bill 
in which the West was interested had yet been 
acted upon. 
the price of the public lands—a bill in which the 
western people had more at stake, and felt a more 
lively interest in than any other—is undecided. 
There is another bill, until acted upon, he would 
never agree to leave the House—the one reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means in relation 
to the public deposites. Every consideration of 
public duty required action upon the subject. 
There was (said Mr. L.) another objection. By | 
the passage of this resolution the House placed 
itself in the power of the Senate, to do which he 
would not consent, however great his confidence | 
n that body might be, while so many bills of vast 


Sir, the bill to reduce and graduate |j 


importance remained to be disposed of. 


| hitherto been diligent. 


| believed that excessive legislation in this country 


| not detain the House from more important busi- 


Mr. VANDERPOEL said he was sorry that 
he could not vote forthe motion of his friend and 
colleague, (Mr. Camererene, | for whose opinicns 
and views upon this foor he cherished that re- | 
spect which was due to much greater experience 
in matters of legislation than he (Mr. V.) could 
boast; but he (Mr. V.) was decidedly in favor of 
fixing upon some day certain for the adjournment 
of Congress. Mr.V. wouldnotsay thathe would 
prefer the day proposed by the resolution to any 
other day, earlier or more remote; but he believed 
that it would conduce to the acceleration of the 
public business, to the dispensation with, or, at all 
events, to the abbreviation of many speeches with 
which gentlemen were still laden, if we now pre- 
scribed to ourselves a certain period within which 
our duties here must be executed. We would 
then be more apt to stop speaking, when we had 
finished thinking; and would, practically, pay 
more respect than we had been accustomed to pay 
to the maxim, that “ brevity is the soul of wit.” 
After all, (said Mr. V.,) with all our vaunted wis- 
dom, we are nothing, Mr. Speaker, but full-grown 
boys; and all experience teaches us that both boys 
and men will invariably execute more within a 
given period, when they are stinted, than when 
they are at liberty to dispose of matters at their 
leisure; and if we fix upon a day when our lakors 
here are to terminate, we will inevitably redouble 
our diligence, and accomplish all that the interest 
of our constituents requires us to execute. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Wayne] has, 
to be sure, presented us with a pretty formidable 
calendar of unfinished business, and protests, at the 
same time, against the inference that we have net 
Mr. V. said he should not 
regret it if we were to go home without acting 
upon a majority of those bills; that he had long 


was an evil, and that, as an ordinary rule, if a 
balance were struck at the end of each sessiun, the 
sins of commission of legislative bodies. would 
much overbalance their sins of emission. Mr. V. 
said he was happy to perceive, from recent indica- 
tions here, that there was a growing disposition 
to go about and execute the business that our con- 
stituents sent us here to transact, instead of spend- 
ing the time with interminable panic speeches. 
Yes, (said Mr. V.,) it has become rather an uphill 
business to make a panie speech here now; and 


he congratulated the House that this standing dish, || 


this commonplace and stale chowder of panic and 
distress, and the removal of the deposites, had 
ceased to be palatable to any portion of the House. 
It was a most auspicious. omen, and proved that 
we were disposed to do what was most loudly 
required of us. As to finishing the general orders, 
and executing all the business, (said Mr. V.,) we 
could not do it if we should sit here till next 
March. If weentertained such a hope, we would 
find that the end of our race would be Jike the 
horizon—constantly receding from us. Would 
the numerous little mills we had here, called com- 
mittees, cease to grind out their grists? Would 
the number of petitions for further legislation cease 
if we sat here till doomsday? ° 
Mr. BROWN said, if he saw any prospect that 
the discussion would be brought to a close before 
the usual hour of adjournment, he certainly should 


ness. His opinion had been made up from the 
commencement, and he had the same desire which 
influenced other gentlemen, that his reasons for 
that opinion should accompany his vote. He was 
most anxious to bring the business of the session 
to a close, and return to his family, and no one 
could personally have less to gain by postponing į 
the period of adjournment than he had. The 
close of a session of Congress, supposed by many 
to be one of the most Important since the organ- 
ization of the Government, was a question in 
which public duty must prevail over private grat- 
ification. It was almost five weeks to the 16:h of 


the resolution, it was an act which we could not 
recall, and we thereby put curselves entirely in 
the power of the other branch of the Legislature, 
who might, or might not, concur with us, as its 
members saw fit. His objection was not to the 


| 


proposed time of adjournment, (he hoped and 
elieved the House would be in a situation to 


| one hundred bills were passed. 


adjourn by the 16th of June;) his objection was to 
fixing the day five weeks in advance, when the 
time could be determined two weeks hence, with 
far greater safety to the publicinterest than at this 
moment, Public events of great magnitude end 
moment might occur in the course of two weeks, 
which might lead us to regret our hasty and pre- 
mature action. ‘Gentlemen had intimated their 
determination not to adjourn until something shall 
be done to relieve the country. This idea of re- 
lieving the country so often repeated and reiterated, 
both here and elsewhere, was quite a vexed ques- 
tion, upon which a wide difference of opinion pre- 
vailed, and probably would prevail, until it was 
finally and effectually decided (as he trusted it 
would be) by the people. If gentlemen meant by 
‘relieving the country,’’a restoration of the public 
deposites, or a recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, he would ask, what hope was there of 
accomplishing either of those purposes short of a 
new expression of the popular will? What hope 
was there of reversing the opinions and votes of 
those who, in resisting both those measures, be- 
lieved, and honestly believed, they were fulfilling 
an obligation which they owed to their constitu- 
ents and the country, and which would ultimately 
be sanctioned and sustained by the voice of public 
approbation? . He would not transgress the order 
of the House by departing from the question of 
postponement under consideration. He would 
therefore vote for the motion of his honorable col- 
league, {Mr. CAmBRELENG,} in the hope that, at 
the expiration of two weeks, the day of adjourn- 
ment might be settled for the 16th of June, the 
earliest day proposed, 

Mr, HARDIN did not assent to the statement 
of his colleague, [Mr. Laxe, ] that the responsi- 
bility of not acting upon the meagures before the 
House rested upon the majority. Upon a great 
portion of the most important questions, nothing 
of party was involved, and the responsibility of 
neglecting such measures rested upon both sides. 

A further explanation was made by Messrs. 
EWING, BOON, and BURGES. 

Mr. WARD was in favor of adjourning at the 
earliest possible day, but it was impossible to say 
whether the essential business could be completed 
by the 16th of next month. The most important 
business was generally postponed until near the 
end of thesession. Investigation and arrangement 
was necessary before business could go forward 


| Twelve days before the close of the last session, 


only ten bills had been passed. On the last day, 


Aftera remark from Mr. BEARDSLEY against 
the motion to postpone, the question was taken, 
and carried by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Chilton Allan, 
Anthony, Barnitz, Barringer, Beaumont; John Bell, 
Jas. M. Bell, Blair, Bouldin, Brown, Bull, Bunch, 
Burges, Cambreleng, Chambers, Chinn, William 
Clarke, Clay, Clowney, Coffee, Connor, Corwin, 
Cramer, Crane, Crockett, Davenport, Day, De- 
berry, Denny, Dickerson, Duncan, Dunlap, Evans, 
Horace Everett, Ewing, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, 
Galbraith, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Jo- 
seph Hall, Hamer, Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, 
Hathaway, Hawes, Howell, Abel Huntington, 
Jackson, Jarvis, William Cost Johnson, Noadiah 
Johnson, Seaborn Jones, King, Kinnard, Lane, 
Laporte, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Lewis, Lucas, 
Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Martindale, Mar- 
shall, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McCarty, 
McKay, McKennan, McLene, McVean, Mercer, 
Robert Mitchell, Moore, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Patton, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Frank- 
in Pierce, Peyton, Pinckney, Plummer, Polk, 
Potts, Rencher, Schley, Shinn, William Slade, 


: Charles Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Standifer, Stew- 


art, Sutherland, F. Thomas, Philemon Thomas, 
Thomson, Tompkins, Turner, Vance, Van Flou- 


| ten, Wayne, Whallon, Edward D. White, Wilde, 
y Williams, and Wise—116. 

June, the day of adjournment named in the reso- || 
i lution, ahd if we refused to postpone, and adopted | 


NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John J. 
Allen, William Allen, Archer, Ashley, Banks, 
Barber, Bates. Baylies, Bean, Beardsley, Binney, 
Bodle, Boon, Briggs, Burns, Bynum, Cage, Camp- 
bell, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, Choate, Sam- 
uel Clark, Clayton, Coulter, Darlington, A. Davis, 
Deming, Dickson, Dickinson, Edward Everett, 
Felder, Fillmore, Foster, Fowler, William K. 
Fuller, Gamble, Garland ,Gholson,Gorham,Gray- 


* 
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aon, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Halsey, Han- 
negan, Hard, James Harper, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hubbard, Jabez 
W. Huntington, Richard M. Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Lansing, Lay, 
Luke Lea, Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Lyon, Mardis, 
McComas, McIntire, McKim, McKinley, Miller, 
Milligan, Mublenberg, Parker, Pierson, Pope, 
Ramsey, Reed, Schenck, William B. Shepard, 
Smith, Speight, William Taylor, Wm P. Taylor, 
Turrill, Tweedy, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, | 
Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Campbell P. White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, and Wilson—98. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
covering certain returns relative to public lands; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. | 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the | 
Navy, enclosing rules and regulations respecting | 
naval hospitals; which was laid on the table and | 
ordered to be printed. And 

A message from the President, enclosing a copy | 
of a treaty with the Republic of Chili; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


The bill reported from the Committee of the | 
W hole on the state of the Union, making appro- 
priations for the Indian department for 1834, came | 
up, on concurring with the amendments made in | 
committee, 

The amendments, excepting that appropriating 
$8,000 for the expense of forming a treaty with 
the western Pawnees, were concurred in. 

That amendment having been stated, | 

Mr. ASHLEY said he was totally opposed to | 
the appropriation of money for the purpose of |: 
buying peace with the Indians. There was no |: 
neceasity forit. Ifthey were disposed for hostilities, 
Congress, at its last session, had provided ample 
means for putting them down. The corps of dra- 
goons had been raised to.meet exigencies of this 
kind. If we should give them $8,000 for peace į 
this year, it would require $16,000 next year, an 
the demands,upon us would go on in that ratio. 


Mr. LEWIS said, the object of the appropria- |. 


tion was to enable the commissioners to redeem 
the prisoners they had taken. ‘This tribe resided 
at the extreme west of our territory, and he had 
been informed by Governor.Stolres that they pos- 
sessed the fleetest horges perhaps in the world. 
The only way in which our fellow-citizens could | 
be liberated, was to redeem them. 

Mr. VANCE entirely concurred in the views 
expressed by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Asuiey.} If prisoners taken by Indians are į; 
redeemed, it will prove the most effectual induce- 
ment for them to capture our citizens. In his}: 
view it would be one of the worst acts that could | 
be done. | 

Mr. ASHLEY said he regretted to learn from |! 
the authority of one of the commissioners of the | 


fleetness of these Indian horses. He professed to |, 
have some knowledge of these matters, and had |; 


generally found these Indian horses very inferior 
animals. But, whatever their horses might be, he 
was opposed to the principle of the appropriation. 
The officer who commanded the regiment of dra- 

oons was an exceedingly competent man to 
arrange all difficulties with these Indians, without 
this appropriation. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was non-concurred in, and conse- 
quently struck from the bill. The bill was then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, the House then 


went into Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union, Mr. J. Q. Avams in the chair. 

Mr. McKIM moved that the committee take up 
the bill for continuing and repairing the Cumber- | 
land road, and for continuing several territorial j 
and military roads for 1834. 

Mr. STEWART suggested the propriety of | 
taking up the bill from the Senate relative to the | 
Cumberland road. 

Mr. McKIM assented to the proposition as it | 
embraced a portion ef the same objects. The bill | 
was read, and no amendment being proposed, it | 

` was laid aside. 


Mr. HUBBARD moved that the harbor bill be |: 


then taken up. 


|| among them $10,000 for the harbor of Mobile, and 
|| $50,000 for Savannah river. 


i! question being then taken on the amendment to 


i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i to be engrossed for a third reading. 
d|: of Lieutenant Richard Wilde, of the army of the 


‘| the battle of Germantown, and who died in 1786. 


' brought himself within the provisions of the reso- 


| ‘The bill was read. 


Mr. HUBBARD moved sundry amendments, 


| _ After some remarks from Messrs. H. EVER- 
ETT, SPEIGHT, HUBBARD, MERCER, 
WILLIAMS, WAYNE, CAMBRELENG,Mc- 


i KAY, E. WHITTLESEY, and HALL, the 


the amendment, it was rejected. , 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was carried. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved an amendment, sub- 
mitted on the 18th February, making appropria- 
tions for continuing, completing, and securing di- 
; vers works and improvements in different harbors 
| and rivers, principally on the lakes. 

The question being on the first clause of the 
amendment, ‘*For continuing and securing the 
works at Oswego harbor, New York, 830,000’ — 

Mr. McKAY made some objections to it, and-: 


its support. æ 
Mr. McKINLEY then moved that the commit- | 
tee rise, and report the Cumberland road bill, but 
Mr. McKAY objecting, 
Mr. McKINLEY moved that the committee 
rise; which was agreed to. 
The committee rose and reported progress, and 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 16, 1834. 


Under a rule of the Senate, Fridays and Satur- 
days are appropriated to the consideration of bills. 


A bill supplementary to an act entitled “ An act |! 


to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties 
on imports,” approved July 14, 1832, was ordered 


On motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, the Senate sus- 
pended the previous orders, and took up bill No. 
61, for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson, daughter | 


: Revolution. 
{This wasa claim for arrears of half-pay by the | 
‘heir of Lieutenant Wilde, who was wounded at | 


The only question was whether interest should be 
allowed on the claim, Lieutenant W ilde not having 


lution of Congress of 1776, requiring the claim to | 
be presented. j 

Messrs. NAUDAIN and CHAMBERS ad- 
vocated the allowance of interest, and Messrs. 
WHITE, SMITH, SHEPLEY, and CAL- 
HOUN, opposed it. 

Mr. NAUDAIN offered an amendment to allow | 
the interest; upon which Mr. WHITE asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as 
follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chambers, Clayton, Kent, 
McKean, Naudain, Robbins, Silsbee, Wilkins—8. 

NAY§—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Brown, 
Calhoun, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hen- 
i dricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of 
i Georgia, Knight, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Morris, 
| Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, 
: Shepley, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tom- 
linson, Tyler, White, Wright—32. 

Mr. CLAYTON then offered an amendment 
| granting two thousand dollars in lieu of all claims 
! for the revolutionary services of said Wilde. 
| Upon this amendment Mr. WHITE asked the 
Í yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as 
i follows, to wit: 
| YEAS—-Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, | 
| Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, McKean, Nau- | 
| dain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Sils- 
i bee, Tipton, Wilkins—15. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cal- | 
: houn, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 


| bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Mangum, || 


| Moore, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Smith, Shep- | 

‘ley, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Tyler, White, | 

| Wright—25. 

| The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 

! third reading, by the following vote, to wit: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clay- 

ton, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 

Poindexter, Porter, Pren- | 


t 
H 
| 


i Linn, Moore, Naudain, 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY spoke at some length in |} 


| business. 


|| sity 
i He therefore moved to lay the resolution on the 


was renewed by Mr. MOORE. 


tiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, SS} 
Tipton, Tomlinson, White, Wilkins—23. : 


wif, : 


houn, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King-of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Mangum, Morris, Pres- 
ton, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tyler, ; 
Wright—18. ne 
_ On motion of Mr. TYLER, the bill for there- ` 
lief of John S. Flemming, the administrator of 
John Syme, deceased, was considered as in:Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. ; 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn it shall 
stand adjourned until Monday next. : 

Mr.. CHAMBERS moved to take up the bill 
appropriating $350,000 for constructing a lateral 
railroad from the Baltimore and Ohio railroad to 
Washington; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CHAMBERS then moved an amendment 
as a proviso to the second section, allowing the 
Postmaster General to transport the mail in any 


|| other way he may think proper, than on this road, 


and then terminate the compensation. 

While the question was pending, Mr. BEN- 
TON, at five o'clock, moved that the Senate ad- 
journ; which was agreed to. i i 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. .. 
Frivay, May 16, 1834. pee 
Mr. CHILTON moved to suspend the rules of 
the House, to enable him to offer*a resolution 
providing that during the remainder of the session 
the hour of meeting of the House shall be ten 
o’clock, A. M. ` 
The motion was lost without a division. 
Mr. SEABORN JONES, on leave, presented 


| a petition for the establishment of a post route; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. CHINN by leave presented a presentment 
of the grand jury of the county of Alexandria; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. ; 
Mr. DEMING, from the Committee of Claims 
| reported a bill for the relief of the widow of Sam- 
uel Sutherland; which was read twice and'com- 
| mitted. ; 
Mr. C. P. WHITE, from the Committee on 


|| Naval Affairs, reported a. bill providing for’ the 


rebuilding of the frigate Con, 
| read twice and committed. 


MR. MARDIS’S RESOLUTION... 

The resolution heretofore. submitted. by. Mr. 
Marois, relative to the public deposites, and.the 
proposition of Mr. Corwiy, to amend, was then 
taken up. : 

Mr. GALBRAITH then resumed his speech, in 
reply to Mr. McKennan, which be continued until 
the expiration ofthe hour appropriated to morning 


gress; which. was: 


Mr. PLUMMER moved to suspend the rules, 
in order to enable Mr. G. to conclude his remarks, 
The motion was carried—ayes 101, noes 44. 

Mr. G. then proceeded, and finished his remarks 
about one o’clock. 

Mr. STEWART rose and said, at the rate this 
debate had gone on, it would probably occupy the 
whole session. As the Committee of Ways and 
Means had reported upon this subject, the neces- 
for the resolution was entirely superseded. 


table. 

The CHAIR suggested that the question could 
not ‘be entertained unless the rules were sus- 
pended, this day being appropriated to private 
business. 

Mr. BOON moved the suspension of the rules 
for that purpose. 

This motion was carried—ayes 115, noes 23. 

After a discussion upon a question of order, in 
which Messrs. PLUMMER, J. Q. ADAMS, and 
CLAY, took part. ; 

Mr. STEWART withdrew the motion, which 


Mr. PLUMMER objected that the motion could 
not again be made, the rules having been specially 
suspended to enable Mr. Stewart to make it. 


After a discussion on the point of order, in 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cal- 
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which. Messrs. ADAMS, CLAY, and PLUM- 
MER, took part— $ : 

The CHAIR (temporarily occupied by Mr. | 
. Hussanp) decided that the rules had been sus- | 
pended to enable this motion to be made generally, | 
: . without-personal reference to the gentleman from | 

Pennsylvania. , E 
`: Mr. ADAMS appealed from this decision. 

Mr. VANCE moved to reconsider the vote sus- 
pending the rules—which was decided by the# 
Chair not to be- in order pending the appeal of | 
Mr. Apams. . A 

Theappeal wasdiscussed by Messrs. ADAMS, | 
PLUMMER, EVANS, VINTON, and HUN- 

TINGTON— 

‘When Mr. MOORE withdrew the motion to lay 
on the table—which was immediately renewed by 
Mr. CLAYTON. . : 

The discussion on the point of order was con- 
tinued by Messrs. WA YNE,VINTON,VANCE, 
BRIGGS, PLUMMER, WILLIAMS, and 
GRENNELL, when the question was taken on 
the appeal. . ; 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
decision of the Chair was. sustained— yeas 149, 
nays 13. ! 

Mr. VANCE’S motion to reconsider the vote | 
by which the rules were suspended, then came up. | 

The motion was negatived: Yeas 57, nays 105. | 

The question of laying the resolution on the 
table, then came up. Having been stated— 

Mr. McK ENNAN called for a division of the | 
question. i 

The CHAIR decided that the question was not | 
divisible by the rules of the House. 
`: Mr. McKENNAN appealed. + ! 

Theappeal was discussed by Messrs. EVANS, | 
WILLIAMS, FILLMORE, and BURGES, when 
Mr. McKENNAN withdrew the appeal. 
~The question having been stated upon laying | 
the resolutions and amendments upon the table— | 

Mr. CORWIN withdrew his amendment to the 
resolution—when 

Mr. MARDIS said the subject of the resolution 
having been reported on, he withdrew the resolu- 
tion, 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
upon the harbor bill, the Cumberland road. bill, 
and the bill making appropriations for fortifica- 
tions, Mr. Joun Q. Apams in the chair. 

The question being upon. the motion of Mr. 
MERCER, to reconsider the vote adopting an 
amendment to the harbor bill, making an appro- 

riation of $15,000 for connecting the waters of 

a Plaisance bay with those of the river Raisin, 
some debate took place, in which Messrs. MER- 
CER, EVANS, E. WHITTLESEY,SUTHER- 
LAND, LYON of Michigan, and HUBBARD, | 
took part; when the motion to reconsider was re- | 
jected—41 to 84. 

Mr.: LOVE moved that the committee rise. 
Lost. 

The question then being upon the amendment 
submitted by Mr. HUBBARD, for continuing, 
completing, and securing the works and improve- 
ments in certain rivers and harbors, 

Mr. EVANS called for further information from 
the gentleman from New Hampshire in regard to 
each item of the amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD made explanations, at some 
length, on the subject. 

After farther discussion, in which Messrs. | 
EVANS and FILLMORE took part, the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr.. MERCER moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the following clause: ‘For defraying 
expenses for surveys, under the ‘act of 30th May, 
1824, $30,000.” 

Mr. HUBBARD named $12,000 as the estimate 
made by the War Department for surveys. 

Mr. STEWART moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding $5,000 for geological surveys; | 
which wae rejected. ` 
-~ Mr. HUBBARD moved to add to the amend- | 
ment the words, “ including arrearages for 1833,” 
which was adopted asa modification of the amend- 
ment; and the amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. POPE moved to amend the bill by adding 
the clause, ‘For the improvement of the harbor 
of St. Lonis, $40,000.” 

Mr, ASHLEY supported the amendment, and, 


j 


i 


| after a few remarks from Mr. HUBBARD, the | 


i} next. 


question was put and the amendment was rejected. || 

Mr. HUBBARD offered an amendment, appro- |; 
priating $29,000 for the improvement of Deep | 
Creek, the northern outlet of the Dismal Swamp 
Canal; which was agreed to. 

Mr.CAVE JOHNSON moved an amendment, | 
making an appropriation for removing obstructions | 
in the Cumberland river. 

Mc. CROCKETT moved an amendment to the | 
amendment; which was pronounced out of order. 

The question being taken, the amendment was ! 
negatived. . 

Mr. BEATTY moved to amend the bill by | 
inserting a clause appropriating $50,000 for im- | 
proving the navigation of Cumberland river to the ; 
highest point of steamboat navigation. 

Messrs. CHILTON, C. ALLAN, and PEY- 
TON, supported the amendment, and Mr. PAR- | 
KER opposed it. 

The amendment was lost—ayes 60, noes 45. 

Mr. CROCKETT offered an amendment, ap- 
propriating $68,000 to improve the navigation of 
Forked, Deer, Hatchie, and Obion rivers, to be | 
expended equally on each. , 

Mr. CROCKETT supported the amendment at | 
length. 

Theamendment was rejected without a division. 

Mr. HAWES moved an amendment, appropri- ! 
ating $25,000 to improve the navigation. of Green |! 
and Big Barren rivers, in the State of Kentucky. ' 

Mr. F. explained his proposition, 

The amendment was rejected without a division. 

Mr. LANE moved an amendment for improving 
the navigation of White Otter river, in the State of | 
Indiana, $10,000. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MANN moved the committee rise, and | 
report the bill to the House; which was carried— | 
ayes 86, noes 58. 

The committee accordingly rose, and R 

Mr. THOMSON moved that the vote by which 
the time of adjournment was yesterday postponed 
two. weeks, be reconsidered, and that the question 
be postponed until Tuesday next. 

efore the question upon postponement was 
decided— 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurvay, May 17, 1834. 

Mr. WATMOUGH, from the Select Committee, 
to which was referred the bill to equalize the pay 
of the officers of the Army and Navy, reported the 
bill with an amendment; and, on his motion, it was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, together with the reportand 
accompanying documents, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WATMOUGH asked leave to notify the 
House that, with their permission, he desired to 
bring up the bill for consideration on Tuesday 


{ 


Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the heirs and | 
representatives of James Latham, deceased, to 
correct an erroneous entry of land. Read twice, 
and postponed till Tuesday next. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill, in addition to an act passed | 
on the 30th of Jply, 1832, concerning the tonnage 
duty on Spanish vessels, Read twice, committed ; 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, with the report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CHILTON moved that the Committee of | 
the Whole be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the bill extending the provisions of the 
pension act of 1832 to those who served in the In- | 
dian wars, and refer the same to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union: Lost. 

The CHAIR stated the question before the 
House, left undecided yesterday, was, on the mo- ! 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Tuomson,] | 
to postpone the consideration of his motion ‘to | 
reconsider the vote by which the House postponed, | 
till the 29th instant, the consideration of the res- 
olution for the adjournment of Congress. 

Mr. THOMSON modified the motion so as to | 
postpone the consideration of the motion till Thurs- | 


j 
i 
[i 


ay. 
.Mr. BOON being in favor,as he said, of the im- 


i likely to spend two or three hours upon it, 


mediate consideration of the subject, asked for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. : 

Mr. EVANS said we had spent much time in 
the consideration of this subject, and it had been 
decided by a large majority ; and yet we were naw 

e 
moved. to lay the motion on the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to lay on the table, and they were ordered. 
The question being taken, it was determined in the 
negative: Yeas 77, nays 87. 

So the House refused to lay the motion on the 
table. 

Mr. THOMSON said, as it was evident that 
much time would be occupied by the. subject, he 
would withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON rose to a point of order. 
Can a member, he asked, who had moved a recon- 
sideration, in which other members are interested, 


j and which motion other members would have 
| made, rise up and withdraw it? 


The CHAIR. He can, sir. A member may 
modify or withdraw his motion until‘the House 
amends it, which takes it out of the power of the 
member. 

Mr. JOHNSON, Is it-in order for any other 
member to renew the motion? 


The CHAIR, No. The time has passed. 


On motion of Mr. MERCER, the joint resolu- 
tion giving to the Winchester Railroad Company 
the right of way through the United States land 
at Harper’s Ferry, was ‘taken up, amended, and 

assed. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel A. Bailey was 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the harbor bill, Mr.J. Q. Apams in 
the chair. 

Mr. DENNY moved to amend the bill by pro- 
viding an appropriation of $25,000 for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Ohio from 


! Louisville to Pittsburg, and advocated the motion 


at some length. , 

Mr. ASHLEY, after some remarks, suggested 
a modification of the amendment, providing that 
$10,000 of the gum shall be expended in the re- 
moval of obstructions from the Missouri river. 

After some discussion, in which Messrs. MER- 
CER, HUBBARD, VINTON, and POPE took 

art, 
p Mr. DENNY modified his amendment, by pro~ 
viding that the Secretary of War should expend 
such part of the sum of $75,000, appropriated for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, Missouri, and Ohio rivers, as he might think 
proper, upon the removal of obstructions from the 


|| harbor of St. Louis. 


The debate was continued by Messrs. REED, 
POPE, MERCER, and ASHLEY. 
Mr. DENNY withdrew the modification of 


| his amendment in relation to the harbor of St. 


Louis. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dewny’s 
amendment. It was rejected, 

Mr, SEVIER moved an additional clause, ap- 
propriating $30,000 for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Arkansas river. Lost. 

Mr. MILLIGAN asked information from the 
committee who reported the bill, why the bill did 
not appropriate for the Deiaware breakwater the 
whole sum which was recommended by the War 
Department? 

Mr. HUBBARD replied that the Department 
recommended an appropriation of $380,000, but 
the committee did not think it proper to appropri- 
ate more than the same sum which was appropri- 
ated last year; and they believed that a larger sum 
than $270,000—the sum appropriated—would not 
be necessary for carrying on the work during the 
present year. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. MILLI- 
GAN, SUTHERLAND, and HUBBARD, 

Mr. MILLIGAN moved to strike out $270,000 
and insert $380,000. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, supported the 
amendment, He had been told by the superin- 
tendent, (he said,) that half a million of dollars a 
year might be advantageously expended on the 
work; and he urged the policy of finishing the 
work as speedily as possible, both in reference to 
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been expended, 

Mr. WARD WELL wished (he said) to see the 
report on the resolution calling for information as 
to the manner in which the large sums appropri- 
ated for this work had been expended. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN would (he said) take 
a hint in favor of economy, in application to this 
subject, from the gentleman who had just voted 
against an appropriation of $25,000 for the west- 
ern waters. The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved. to amend the following | 


clause: ‘For improving the navigation of the 
‘Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers, fifty 
“thousand dollars,’’ so as to read as follows: 

or improving the navigation of the Ohio, Mis- 
souri, and Mississippi rivers, including the im- 
provement of the harbor of St. Louis, seventy-five 
thousand dollars. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to add a clause to | 


the bill appropriating $30,000 for improving the 


navigation of the Thames river, between New Lon- | 


don and Norwich. Rejected. 
Mr. H. also moved to amend, by inserting the 


harbor of Westbrook, in Connecticut, $20,000.” ;! 


. Lost. 


Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, moved to add.) 


$20,000 to the appropriation of $50,600 for the im- 
provement of the navigation of Red river. 

Mr. ASHLEY was sorry that the gentleman 
had not moved a hundred thousand dollars. The 
removal of the raft from the Red river would im- 
prove the health of the country, facilitate its settle- 
ment, and increase the amount of the sales of the 
public lands to millions, 
dollars now appropriated at once, would remove 
the obstruction; but if we appropriated a smaller 
sum yearly, it would cost more. 
was a collection of trees, &c., extending for a 


He moved to increase the appropriation to a hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

After some remarks from Messrs. MERCER, 
SEVIER, BINNEY, HUBBARD, and GAR- 
LAND, the amendment was adopted—ayes 63, 
noes 66. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved to add $10,000 for 
the erection of piers at Delaware city, on the river 
Delaware; which was negatived. $ 

Mr. EWING offered an amendment appropri- 


ating $10,000 for the survey of White Otter river, | 


in Indiana. 

Mr. E. explained the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
lost. 

Mr. CARR moved an amendment to appropri- 


ate $25,000 to improve the Indian Chute through į 


the falls of the Ohio river. 

Mr. CARR explained the object, of the amend- 
ment, which he regarded as extremely important 
to the navigation. 


After a few remarks in opposition to it by Mr. |; 


MERCER, the question was taken, and the 
amendment was negatived. 
The bill was laid aside, and ordered to be re- 
ported, with the amendments. 
FORTIFICATION BILL. 
Mr. POLK moved that the committee take up 


the bill making appropriations for certain fortif- | 


cations for the year 1834. 


Mr. POLK moved to strike out $34,770 for the ; 


preservation of Castle Island and repair of Fort 
Independence, and insert $17,594. 

Mr. POLK explained that the sum proposed 
was proposed on the ground that the work was 
not to be reconstructed, but repaired, and was be- 
lieved to be sufficient for that purpose. 

Mr. GORHAM opposed the amendment, ex- 
plained the condition of Boston harbor, and in- 
quired what was proposed to be done as to the 
fort on George’s Island. 


Mr. POLK said that of a former appropriation 


of $25,000 only between $1,000 and $2,000 had |; 


been expended for the fortification on George's 
Island. As the public interest will not probably 


suffer, he should propose to strike out the appro- | 


One hundred thousand. 


Theraft, which | 


‘| priation in the present bill, in order that the sub- 
ject might be taken up at another session. | 
il Messrs. PARKER, GORHAM, and R. M. 
iT 

t 


i OHNSON, went into a prolonged discussion on 


he fortifications of Boston harbor; when 

Mr. P. THOMAS moved the committee rise; 
which was carried. 
© The Cumberland road ‘bill and the harbor bill | 


ments, and progress upon the fortification bill. 

Mr. POLK moved the bills reported be printed, | 
with the amendments; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to cffer a resolution for adjourning | 
over from Thursday next tothe ensuing Monday, 
in order to givean opportunity to purify and place | 
matting on the floor of the House; which was 
| carried: Ayes 99, noes 35. ` 
1 Mr. PARKER was opposed to making prepa- 
f ration for a sammer session. 


was adopted: Ayes 95, noes 39. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monway, May 19, 1834. 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated the fol- |; 
i; 1. ‘Transmitting a statement of the amount of | 


i ume when it suspended specie payments. 
| 2. A communication in compliance with a reso- 


|| posed opinion” given by the Attorney General to 
|| the Secretary of the’ ‘Treasury in the year 1829, 
|; 1830, or 1831. 
3. A report in compliance with the resolution of 
i the 5th instant, on the subject of transfer drafts. | 
4, Transmitting the weekly and monthly reports 
of the Bank of the United States, and the State 
| banks selected as the depositories of the public 
[i funds. 


io These communications were, on motion of Mr. 


i ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memorial 
from inhabitanıs of Bergen county, New Jersey, 
in favor of the Executive measures in reference to 
| the Bank of the United States; which’ was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the remonstrance of 
|| certain citizens of Vermont to the bill renewing a | 
atent.of John Ames, paper-maker; 

Mr. SILSBEE presented a similar remonstrance 


Mr. CHAMBERS one from citizens of Mary- 
land; all of which were laid upon the table. | 
Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of sundry 
ship-owners and others, praying the establishment | 
of a naval hospital at City Point, Virginia; which 

was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of A. D. 
Ostrander; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. McK EAN presented a memorial from some 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an alteration in 
the patent laws; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from | 
ll inhabitants of Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the establishment of a post route; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. MOORE presented the petition of Henry |; 
| Smith; which was referred to the Committee on | 
į Public Lands. iat 
| Mr. SPRAGUE presented the petition of John | 
| How; which was referred tothe Committee on the | 
| Judiciary. | 


were reported to the House, with the amend- į! 


i Mr. HAWES supported the resolution; which | 


S A 2 ! lowing documents from the Treasury Depart he HL 
clause following: ‘‘For the improvement of the |; n ye eparment:] 


public deposites in the Bank of Alexandria, at the |! 


from inhabitants of Massachusetts; and | 


1 


Mr. KENT presented the memorial of Jobn 
Kurtz, surviving partner of Bowie & Kurtz; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims: : 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Mary 
McNair; which was referred to the Committee.on 
Pensions, 


REPORTS. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Noble 
Young and others, and John Thomas Towers; 
which was agreed to. ; 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill without amendment 
from the House, relative to public lands in Michi- 
gan Territory. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 
tee, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petitions of Charles Vandiford, 
and Andre Frederick; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Fi- 


| nance, reported a bill remitting the duties ona set ` 


of bells, imported from France for the nse of the 
Roman Catholic church in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Mr. BENTON asked the Senate to take up and 
pass the bill at this time, as it had undergone the 
examination of the committee, and the passage of 
such bills was generally a matter of course. 
The bill was taken up for consideration, when 
Mr. WILKINS observed that the committee 


i| had examined the subject, and that there were 
| 2 | complia. i| numerous precedents on the statute book to justify 
| lation of the Senate making inquiry as to a sup- | 


the remission of the duties in this instance. The 
belis were not obtained on speculation, but were 
presented by a French gentleman to the Roman 
Catholic church in St. Louis, and it was believed 
by the citizens of that city that they would be 
found a useful accession to them. 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 


| .Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
‘ sions, reported a bill for the relief of Carey Clark. 


S : : 4 || CLAY, referred to the Committee on Finance, and || 
hundred and fifty miles, was every year increasing. f 


| combined forces of British and Indians, durin 


|; The bill was read, and the report ordered-to be 


printed. 
Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported biils— 
For the relief of the heirs of Everard Meade, 


i| with amendments; 


For the relief of William Rogers; and 

For the relief of General John H. Stone. ‘ 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
| Claims, reported a bill from the House for the 
| relief of Benedict Alford and others; and. stated 
i that he was instructed by the committee, when.the 


| bill was called up, to move its indefinite postpone- 


ment. 
The following resolu 
By Mr. BIBB: k ; 
Resolved, Tnat the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of giving suitable testimonials to Mejor George 


tions were submitted: 


| Croghan, (now a colonel in the Army of the United 


States,) and to the officers and soldiers under his 


| command, for their gallantry and good conduct in 


defending Fort Sandusky against the attack by the 
g the 
last war. . ; 

By Mr. BIBB: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding for recording the opinions of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court of the United States before 
they are delivered to the reporter. 

The resolutions of Mr. B. were considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. LINN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the building and support of a 
navy hospital, to be erected in the town-of Cape 
Girardeau, or city of St. Louis, in the State of 
Missouri. : 

By Mr. LINN: 


| Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of ; 
Edward Biake; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions. ; 

Mr. EW ING presented a memorial from certain | 
inhabitants of Belmont county, Obio, praying a | 


i 
l 
i 


which was read, referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to the recorder of land titles at St. 


i Louis, Missouri, for extra clerk hire, office rent, 
fuel for office, and platting instruments, furnished 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the || and paid for by said recorder, between October 
| United States, and a recharter of that institution; || 13th, 1830, to the 30th September, 1832. 


By Mr. LINN: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
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aama: 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Jef- 
ferson City, in the State of Missouri, to pass 
through the seats of justice of Morgan, Pulaski, 
and Greene counties, in said State, to the seat of 
justice of Washington county,Arkansas Territory. ; 


By Mr. SPRAGUE: 

Resolved, That the commissioners under the late 
treaty with France be requested to communicate 
to the Senate the amount of the claims which have 
been.presented to them, specifying the number of | 
vessels and cargoes; the number of memorials; 
and distinguishing. into classes those memorials 
which have been accepted; those which have been 
suspended; those which have been rejected for 
defects in form; those which have been rejected 
for defects in substance; and specifying theamounl | 
of principal and interest claimed by the memori- 
alists in each class; also, the number of cases that | 
have been acted and adjudicated upon, distin- | 
guishing those that have been adjudged good from || 
those that have been finally rejected. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The resolutions heretofore submitted by Messrs. 
Waacaman and McKean were taken up and; 
adopted. 

The bill granting compensation to J. & W.Bee- 
son and others, was read a first and second time. | 

The bill making appropriation for the Indian | 
department was read a first.and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The resolution authorizing the purchase of thir- |; 
teen copies of the American State Papers, pub- | 
lished by Gales & Seaton, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill modifying the laws relative to insolvent 
debtors, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the con- 
tested election of Rhode Island was made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 


' SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Sennte resumed the consideration of the bill 
to provide for the construction and use of a lateral | 
branch. of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad within 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHAMBERS withdrew the amendment 
requiring the mail to be carried for twenty years, at | 
$3,000 per year, and substituted another, obliging 
the company to carry the mail free of charge for 
twenty years. 

Mr. GRUNDY was in favor of the amendment | 
at all events, whether the bill was enacted or not. 
He said, we were gaining considerably by the | 
amendment; and if the honorable gentleman would |; 
carry it ona little further, we should get to what 
was right. If the bill could be placed on such a 
footing as to make this a fair contract between | 
the Government and this company, then Congress || 
might deliberate upon it. But there was a prin- || 
ciple in the bill which presented a most serious || 
difficulty to his mind. The principle of collecting || 
only so greatan amount of taxes as the necessities | 

of the Government might require, was settled on | 
the passage of the compromise bill of the last ses- | 
sion. Now, if we opened the avenues of expendi- | 
ture in this way, (said Mr. G.,) we should create | 
the necessity of further taxation. ‘The principle | 
in the bill was, that Congress gave the money of | 
the General Government to a company incorpo- 
rated in a different State. The compariy was | 
incorporated in Maryland, and the circumstance | 
of its coming into the District of Columbia made | 
no difference, Maryland, by incorporating the 
company to make the road, obtained jurisdiction || 
over the soil upon which it was laid, and we might 
as well give this money to a company in any other | 
place. What difference was there between this | 
and acorporation in New York? And if we gave || 
this sam because the object was in the District of | 
Columbia, why not to any other road pointing to | 
this District? Mr. G. thought it was better to go 
into partnership with them, and partake of the 
profits. It was a strange thing if Congress could | 
give away the money of the people for any pur- | 
pose whatever. He could find such authority || 
nowhere in the Constitution or practice of the Gov- |i 
ernment. If the sum was reduced, so that the 
transportation of the mail would be a fair equiva- | 
lent, he would vote for it, 


i 


i 
} 
i 


Mr. HENDRICKS said that if the bill was to 


or make it a joint stock concern. Mr. H. thought 
he could show from a statement of the chief engi- 
neer, that the company could afford to carry the 
mail forever without charge. 

Mr. CHAM BERS’S amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS then moved to strike out 
twenty years, and insert ‘* during the continuance 
of the charter.” He contended that the conse- ; 
quence of making this road would be, that the ex- | 
isting road would fall into dilapidation, and then 
the United States would be at the mercy of this 
company for the transportation of the mail. Some 
security ought to be provided in the bill against | 
the great monopoly of this company. | 

[Mr. H. then read extracts from the engineer’s | 
report, to show the estimated expense of trans- 
porting the mail.] j 

Mr. CHAMBERS observed that the calculation ; 
adverted to, showed that there was ample equiva- 
lent given. What the Government was to obtain | 
for this $350,000, would cost it not less than | 
$100,050,000. Many and extensive drafts had | 
been made in favor of the western country, and he | 
knew of no returns ever having been received from 
them—he had never seen any; and now the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Henpricxs] wanted an | 
equivalent for every cent given. No company | 
would assume an obligation of interminable dura- | 
tion fora service, the character of which could not ! 
be appreciated. It could not be done for an equiv- | 
alent in money. ‘The error of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Grunpy] was, that he considered | 
this as a Maryland road. It was a road authorized | 
by Congress, and under the jurisdiction of Con- 
gress, and could not go on but by the authority of | 
Congress. The bill looked no further to aMary- 
land corporation than as it was connected with an 
improvement within the District line. The mail 
was to be carried twice a day, and in a space of 
time not exceeding three hours—~an improvement 
which could be obtained inno other way. There: 
was no equivalent which the Government could 
obtain for a donation like this. 

Mr. GRUNDY replied, that he might be mis- | 
taken in the principle, but he did not see where it 
lay. We possessed jurisdiction over this Ten | 
Mile Square, and we have declared that a consid- ; 
erable sum should be appropriated to the repair of 
Pennsylvania avenue. We had a right to do so; 
but it was done that every citizen should have the 
benefit of it. But what was the case as to a rail- 
road? You give money to a set of individuals for 
their benefit, to the exclusion of all others. It was 
not for the benefit of the United States, or of the 
citizens of the United States; butfor the exclusive 
benefit of individual subscribers to the corporation. 
So in regard to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company. You subscribed to the stock, and 
expected a dividend; and who now believed that 
this money was well laid out? The profit which 
the General Government would derive from this 
appropriation was only the transportation of the 
mail; a very inconsiderable profit, compared to! 
that derived by the State of Maryland. The prin- 
ciple was involved, whether you would subscribe 
to a company in this way, and give away the pub- | 
lic treasure, when you promised to raise no more 
taxes than an economical administration of the 
Government required. i ‘ 

Mr. LIEENDRICKS made some further remarks 
in support of his amendment; and | 

Mr. PRESTON-spoke at length against the bill, 
chiefly on constitutional grounds. i 

Mr. CLAYTON then moved an amendment to | 
the amendment, to insert *“ thirty years,” during | 
which time the mail was to be carried free of |; 
charge. : : 

Mr. BIBB, Mr. KENT, and Mr. SMITH, |} 
spoke in favor of the bill, and Mr. KING of || 
Georgia, against it. : 

The amendment to the amendment was then |! 
disagreed to. E 

The question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—M*essrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Black, || 
Brown, Calhoun, Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuy- i 
sen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- l 


NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, 
Kent, McKean, and Tipton—6. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And on the question, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr.GRUNDY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are—yeas 23, nays 19; as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, 
Knight, McKean, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss,Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster, Wilkins—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Morris, 
Preston, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tyler, and 
W hite—19. 

So the bill was passed, 

The Senate then adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 19, 1834. 


The memorial from Savannah, relative to the 
deposites of public money in the United States 
Bank, heretofore presented by Mr. Wayne, was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKSON, who heretofore presented a . 
memorinl from 3,000 electors of Oatario county, in 
New York, relative to the deposites, and upon 
which his remarks had been postponed until this 
day, proceeded in an extended explanation of the 
condition of that county, and an argument upon 
the powers of the executive over the Treasury 
Department, the removal of Mr. Duane, and the 
rights of the Bank of the United States, which 
occupied two hours and a half. 

On motion of Mr. D., the memorial was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANTHONY, who last Monday presented 
a memorial from citizens of Lycoming county, 
Pennsylvania, approving the course of the Admin- 
istration in reference to the Bank of the United 
States, and obtained leave of the [louse to express 
his views thereupon, rose, and spoke at consider- 
able length in vindication of the removal of the 
deposites, &c. : 

[We shall endeavor to give Mr. A.’s speech at 
length to-morrow. 

Mr. WISE, who heretofore presented a memo- 


| rial on the subject of the currency from Gloucester 
‘county, Virginia, and submitted a resolation for 
| the reference of the same to.a select committee with 
| instructions, the consideration of which was post- 


poned to this day, being now entitled to the floor, 


i roseand said, that as the day was nearly expend- 


ed, he would, with the permission of the House, 


| propose that the memorial and resoiution shout 


be postponed, and taken up this day week, if then 
they would have precedence. 

On motion of Mr. W., the subject was accord- 
ingly postponed till Monday next. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Northumberland county, Penn- 
sylvania,praying Congress to restore the deposites, ` 
&c. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GALBRAITH presented several memorials 


| on the subject of the Bank of the United States. 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. LAPORTE presented a memorial signed 
by one thousand two hundred and sixty-nine citi- 


| zens of Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, pray- 


ing for a restoration of the public deposites to the 


| Bank of the United States, and a recharter of that 


institution. | 
_ Mr. L. said, that this memorial, with others of 
similar tenor from Bradford county, had been sent 


i to him some three or four weeks since, and that 


this was the first opportunity that he had had to 
present them to the House. 

He also presented a memorial signed by one 
thousand and forty-nine of the citizens of Bradford 


: county, in favor of the restoration of the depos- 


ites, and the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States. 

He also presented another memorial signed by 
about four hundred citizens of Bradford county, 


bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Mangum, | 
Morris, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- |: 


in favor of the restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States. 


and laid on the table. . 

He also presented the proceedings of seven pub- |: 
lic meetings held in the 17th congressional district |i 
of Pennsylvania, four of them held in Tioga, two |: 
in Bradford, and one in Susquehanna county; all | 
of them opposed to the restoration of the deposites, || 
and the recharter of the Bank of the United States. |) 

Mr. L. said he would not take up the time of |; 
the House by asking that all of the proceedings 
should be read, but would content himself by oniy |; 
asking for the reading of the resolutions passed at |! 
one of the meetings. 

The whole of the proceedings were ordered to 
be printed, and laid on the tabie. : 

Mr. BURD presented the proceedings of a 
large and respectable meeting of citizéns of Cam- 
bria. county, Pennsylvania, opposed to the resto- 
ration of the deposites und the r charter of thei; 
bank. Read, ordered to be printed, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. BINNEY presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, |' 
praying the recharter of the United States Bank. 
Read, ordered to be printed, and laid onthe table. 

Mr. H{ESTER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting held in the county of Lancaster, by citi- 
zens opposed to the course of the Administration 
in reference to the Bank of the United States. |: 
Read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a memorial of the 
Bank of the United States; which was laid on the |; 
table, and ordered to be printed. E 

Mr. STEWART presented a memorial from |: 
sundry citizens of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
against the recharter of the bank; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial which he |: 
stated was signed by three hundred and ten in- 
telligent and respectable citizens and voters of the |; 
county of Adams, in the State of Pennsylvania. 
They are opposed to the renewal of the charter of | 
the Bank of the United States, and state that they | 
view with deep concern the struggles that are now | 
makifg to effect that object. They attribute any 
derangement that exists in the currency to the ex- 
cess to which the present paper system has been 
carried, by reason of which specie has been driven 
out or prevented from coming into circulation. 
They pray Congress to adopt some measure to 
remedy this evil, and state that thev apprehend 
there is no way in which it can be so effectually 
accomplished as by raising the value of gold so as 
to prevent its exportation and secure its circulation 
at home. ! 

Mr. DENNY presented the proceedings of a 
convention, held at Pittsburg, by individuals 
opposed to secret socities, approving of Mr. 
Adam’s “ suppressed speech,” and disapproving į 
of the President’s protest, of the removal of the || 
deposites, and of the course of the Administration, |, 
and the influence of masonic societies generally. 
Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEAUMONT presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of the citizens of Luzerne county, 
on the subject of the Bank of the United States, |: 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. BEAUMONT also presented a memorial 
on the same subject from citizens of the State of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. PLUMMER moved the postponement of |! 
the memorial till Monday next. Lost. 

Mr. PLUMMER moved that the memorial be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, |: 
with instructions to report a resolution sustaining 
the course of the Administration, in relation to the | 
removal of the deposites. After some conversa- 
tion, Mr. B. withdrew the memorial. 

Mr. BARNITZ presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of York county, on the subject of the | 
bank. 

Mr. McKI1M presented instructions from certain 
voters residing in the first five wards of the city of |' 
Baltimore, addressed to him on the subject of the | 
bank; which, on his motion, were read, ordered |: 
to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Memorials were presented by Messrs. STOD- 
DERT and TURNER. 

Mr. LUCAS presented a memorial from sundry | 
citizens of Jefferson county, on the subject of the | 
embarrassments of business, &c.; which was laid | 
en the table, and ordered to be printed. 


. 


: subject of the bank and the currency. Ordered 


| from citizens of North Carolina on the subject of 


; ordered to be printed. 


: dry inhabitants of his districton the subject of the | 
; public distress and embarrassment, and protesting |! 
: against the adjournment of Congress before some- 
' thing be done for the relief of the country. Read, }; 


: of Garrard county, praying the restoration of the 
i deposites; which was laid on the table and ordered 


» been present when the vote was taken on the 
: resolution reported from the Committee of Ways 


: on the four first resolutions, and with the majority 
: on the fifth resolution. : 


on the subject of the bank. 
| ordered to be printed.: 


; praying the restoration of the deposites. 
i the table and ordered to be printed. 


‘States Bank. Also, the proceedings of a meeting 
i held in Tiffin, Seneca county, Ohio, accompanied 
: bya memorial from sundry citizens of said county, 


' Bank. 
| heid in Norwalk, IJuron county, Ohio, approving 
! of the removal of the public deposites, and opposing | 
| the recharter of the United States Bank. Mr. P. 


' referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
| the currency; which, on his motion, were post- 


: ings of a public meeting of the friends of the Ad- 
' ministration, held in Warren county, Ohio. 
| said he had received the paper containing the pro- 


‘envelope. That he had no written information 
; concerning it, but was very sure 1t was intended 


‘ tions on the face of the paper requires it to be so 


i tainty anything as to the numbers composing the 
; meeting; the printed accounts of it which he had 
‘noticed, spoke of it as numerous. 


| the public deposites. They remonstrate against 
| the recharter of the United States Bank; argue, as 
: [have said, against the power of Congress to create 


ees 
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meeting, held in New Castle, in Delaware, on the 


to be printed. 
Memorials were presented by Messrs. W., P. 
TAYLOR, DAVENPORT, and LOYALL, 
Ar. SPEIGHT presented several memorials 


the bank and the currency.. Laid on the tableand | 


Messrs. PINCKNEY, CLAYTON, WAYNE, 
and GAMBLE presented private petitions. 
Mr. HARD:N presented a memorial from sun- 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. LOVE presented a memorial from citizens 


to be printed. Mr. L. took the eccasion to say, 
for the information of his constituents, that, had he 


and Means, he should have voted with the minority 


Mr. CHILTON ALLAN presented a memorial 
Laid on the table and 


Mr. POLK presented some private petitions. 

Mr. VANCE presented a memorial from sundry 
citizens of Greene county, Ohio, and twenty-one 
memorials from citizens of Clarke county, Ohio, 
Laid on | 


Mr. SLOANE presented a memorial from cer- | 
tain citizens of Ohio, on the subject of the public 
distress, &c. Read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY presented a memorial |! 
signed by 1,500 citizens of his district, on the || 


subject of the bank; which was laid on the table || 
and ordered to be printed. H 


Mr. PATTERSON presented the proceedings of | 
a meetingin Vermillion township, Richland coun- | 
ty, Ohio, with a memorial signed by one hundred | 
persons, disapproving of the removal of the public | 
deposites, and praying for a recharter of the United 


approving of the course pursved by the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the removal of the deposites, 
and opposing the recharter of the United States 
‘Also, the proceedings of a public meeting 


also had the claims of Platt Brush, late register of 
the land office in the Bucyrus district, in Ohio, 


© Mr. VINTON presented several memorials from 
citizens of Ohio, on the subject of the bank and 


oned to Monday next. í 
Mr. CORWIN, of Ohio, presented the proceed- 


He 


ceedings of the meeting some time sincein a blank 


to be presented to the House. One of the resolu- |: 


Gisposed of. He said he could not say with cer- 


He said the 
paper contained an elaborate view of the question 
so much discussed every where, and in his opinion, 
combined very happily and forcibly all the legiti- |; 
mate arguments against the United States Bank. 
The meeting.approves the conduct of the President 
and Secretary of the Treasury in the removal of 


a bank. They insist that hard: money is the only | 
constitutional currency. He said he recognised 
amongst the officers of the meeting some of his 
oldest and most valued friends, with whom it gave 


gentlemen who composed this meeting had been 
honored by the confiderce of their fellow-citizens 
often, by being placed in stations of high political . 
trust. He moved that the proceedings be laid ‘on 


| the table, and printed. : 


Mr. BELL, of Ohio, presented a memorial from 


| fourteen or fifteen hundred voters of Belmont 


county, Ohio, disapproving of the removal of the 
deposites; and on motion of Mr, B., the further 
consideration of the memorial was postponed till 
Monday next. 

Mr. CHINN presented a memorial of thé Provi- 
dent Association of Clerks, in the civil-department 
of the Government of the United States, in the 
District ef Columbia, praying for pecuniary aid 
from the Government, to enable said association 
to accomplish the benevolent objects for which it 
was formed and incorporated by Congress; which 
memorial was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Isaac 
Mills, praying an invalid pension; which was 
referred. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented memorials from 
Muskingum county, sustaining the course of the 
Adminisiration; which, on his motion, were laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMSON presented a memorial from 
Columbiana county, Ohio, in favor of the Admin- 
istration, and against the bank; which, on his 
motion, was read, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GARLAND presented several memorials; 
which were referred. 


Mr. McCARTY presented a memorial relative 


| to the bank; which, on his motion, was postponed 
| to Monday next. 


Mr. PLUMMER presented severa”? memorials 
from Mississippi, opposed to the United States 
Bauk; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. l 

Mr. DUNCAN presented memorials for and 
against the Bank of the United States; which were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Petitions and memorials were also presented by 


Messrs. CASEY, SLOAN, MARDIS, CLAY, 


| MORPHY, LYON, and WHITE. 


Mr. MURPHY, by consent, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was adopted: ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of go 
amending the.act of 23d May, 1828, entitled ‘An 
act for the relief of purchasers‘of public lands that 
have reverted for non-payment of the purchase 
money,” and the act amendatory thereto, passed 
9th May, 1832, as to carry into more complete 
effect the relief contemplated to be given by the 
said acts. : 

Mr. ASHLEY, by leave, presented the follow- 
ing resolution; which was adopted: ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for issuing a patent, in the name of 
Wilson P. Hunt, for a tract of land to which he is 
entitled. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. 


: BEATTY, was adopted: 


Resolted, That the Committee on the Post Office 


j and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
| expediency of extending the mail route to Monti- 
: cello, in. the State of Kentucky, which now passes 


from Monree, in Overton county, to Jamestown, 
Fenton county, in the State of Tennessee, where 
it now stops, passing Abraham Van Winkle’s. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
GARLAND, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation of public. land in the 
State of Louisiana, or of money, for the purpose 
of removing the raft in the Bayou Pigeon, one of 
the outlets of the Mississippi river, and. removing 
other obstructions to the navigation of that stream, 

The SPEAKER Jaid before the House a letter 
from Cornexivs W. Lawrence, of New York, 
resigning his seat in the House; which was laid 
on the table. 

When the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, May 20, 1834. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of certain citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, the resolutions of which were at variance 
with free masonry—the. policy of the removal of 
the deposites—against.the doctrines contained in 
the President’s protest—and in favor of the princi- 
ples avowed in the speech intended to have been 
delivered by the Hon. John Q. Adams, of the 
Louse of Representatives. The proceedings were 
read, ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of the borough of Columbia, 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in favor of the 
restoration of the deposites and a renewal of the 
charter of the Bank of the United States; which 
was read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting in Wake county, North Carolina, 


sustaining the Administration with regard to its |; 


policy in reference to the Bank ofthe United States, 
averse toa restoration of the deposites, and against 
a recharter of that corporation. The proceedings 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Upon the presentation of this memorial, a pro- 
tracted debate ensued, in which Messrs. W EB- 
STER, BROWN, and MANGUM participated. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Raleigh, North Carolina, in 


favor of the restoration of the deposites, and. the | 


recharter of the Bank of the United States; which 


was read, referred to the Committee on Finance, || 


and ordered to be printed. 
REPORTS. 

Mr, MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of the heirs of John 
Taylor, deceased. : 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Nash, deceased. 

Mr. LINN reported a bill for the relief of John 
Wilson, 

SPECIAL ORDER~——-PENSION AGENCY. 

Mr. KANE having the floor, rose and observed, 
that as the hour was late, he moved to postpone 
the special order until to-morrow; which was 
agreed to, 


Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of the || 


principal chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, asking 
the interference of Congress in securing to them 
the payment of annuities under treaties made by 
the United States with the snid tribes; which he 
mered to refer to the Committee on Indian Af- 
airs. 

Mr. FORSYTH. expressed the hope that the 
memorial would not be referred without consider- 
ation. These people (he said) represented them- 
selves as.an.independent Government, and meas- 
ures for redress in such cases must first arise 
between ourselves.. He wished to know what 
Authority the gentleman from Delaware [Mr. 


Crayton] had for representing these people as an |} 


independent nation. 

Mr. CLAYTON replied that the paper had been 
handed to him by John Ross, a person who was 
known as the principal chief of the Cherokee 


Nation, and presenting themselves as persons de- | 


serving the protection of this nation. 
sented their annuities as being withheld fromthem, 
which was a proper subject for the consideration 


of the Committee on Indian Affairs; and if they | 


were injured, it was the duty of Congress to grant 
them redress. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he would raise the ques- 
tion he desired to arrive at, by moving that the 
paper be not received, because they presented 
themselves in a character in which they could not 
be heard. Asto the authority given by the hon- 
orable gentleman, we know that it comes from 
John Ross. But Mr. F., would like to.know by 
what authority this individual was presenting him- 


self here, as the head of an independent nation, || 
complaining against the Government of the United || 


States. Was it nota departure from the practices 
-of Congress and parliamentary usage, for the head 
of a sovereign tribe to come here and ask us to 
interfere against an independent branch of the 


They repre- || 


| Government? Suppose any petty chief of a South 
American province, or of Africa, should present 
himself here, and enter a complaint against the 
Government, what gentleman of the Senate is there 
who would not brand it with audacity and pre- 
sumption? And yet here is a complaint presented 
by thechief of the Cherokee nation. If they came 
to us as subjects of the United States, they would 
have aright to be heard. But they had no right 
to present themselves hereas a sovereign Power. 

Mr. CLAY contended that these people were 
| not to be considered as a sovereign power, and 
that the only ground on which we could refuse to 
| receive their petition was, that the Executive had 
| the control of the subject, independent of Congress. 
Mr. SPRAGUE thought if we could not do 
i these Indians justice, we ought, at least, to hear 
| their petitions. The laws of the State of Georgia 
had been extended over them, and their annuities 
had been refused payment. It was a subject prop- 
erly within the cognizance of Congress. 
| Mr. FORSYTH replied, that the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. Sprague] was mistaken in 
| point of fact; the laws of Georgia had not been ex- 
tended over the tribe. As to the fact that they 
were not presenting themselves as a foreign Gov- 
| ernment, they came here as the Cherokee nation; 
and what was a foreign Government, he would in- 
quire? This was an independent Government, or 
they represented themselves to be so, appealing 
against the Executive—they were appealing to 
one branch of the Government against another. 
! This very subject had been in discussion here for 
two years ‘T'here was no refusal, and there could 
be no refusal to do them justice; and honorable 
gentlemen could possess themselves of everything 
i which could give them information in relation to 
| this subject, by the usual proceeding of resolution, 
calling on the Department of War. He objected 
to having an independent member of this Union, 
which he had the honor of representing in part, 
thus arraigned before the Congress of the United 
States by an insolent Cherokee. Attempts like 
i this had been made twice before. One of which 
he (Mr. F.) recollected in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, when he was a member of that body. 
The House refused to receive the complaint; and 
afterwards, when the political character which the 
complainants had assumed was dropped, their rep- 
resentations were heard, and justice was done to 
them, as the nature of their case seemed to require. 
| This could be done here. He moved that the 
paper be not received. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
FRELINGHUYSEN, BIBB, CLAYTON, TIP- 
TON, WEBSTER, and FORSYTH, who asked 
the yeas and nayson his motion; which were 
ordered; and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Brown, Calhoun, 
; Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
Hill, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Lion, McKean, Man- 
gum, Naudain, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Rob- 
inson, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Forsyth, White—3. 

; Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Duff 
Green, praying remuneration for recording the 
opinions of the Supreme Court; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. EWING gave notice that he should, on to- 
morrow, ask Jeave to introduce a bill explanatory 
| of an act for the relief of Payne & Arnold. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice that he should, to- 
| Morrow, at as early an hour as practicable, move 
the Senate to go into executive business, 

Thefollowing resolution was submitted by Mr. 
EWING: À 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency. of placing the postage on periodical 
pamphlets and newspapers on the same footing. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill with an amendment relative to re- 
| muneration for losses sustained during the late 
war with the northwestern Indians. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the adjustment of 
i land titles in the State of Missouri, providing for 
| the extension of the provisions of a statute on 


| bl ee a for one year, from the Ist of October, 


On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, at a 
quarter before eight o’clock, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusrspay, May 20, 1834. - 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the 
relief of Daniel Whittle; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Ann Blodget; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. FOSTER reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Cooper; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. POLK reported a bill for the reappropria- 
tion of an unexpended balance of a former appro- 
priation for the payment of Georgia militia claims; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
p mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CHINN reported a resolution providing 
that Friday and Saturday, the 6th and 7th instant, 
be set apart for business relative to the District of ` 
Columbia; which lies on the table. 

Mr. H. EVERETT reported the following bills; 
which, together with a detailed report accompany- 
ing them, were committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union: 

A bill to provide for the organization of the De- 
partment of Indian Affairs; 

A bill to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes and to preserve peace on the frontier; 
and a bill to provide for the establishment of the 
Western Territory, and for the security and pro- 
tection of the Indian tribes therein.. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, ten thou- 
sand extra copies of the report accompanying 
these bills were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEATH reported a bill for the erection of 
a marine hospital in Baltimore; which was read 
twice and-committed. 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee of Elections, 
reported a resolution providing that Ronerr P. 
Lercner and Tuomas P. Moors, Esquires, be 
heard at the bar of the House, in defence of their 
respective claims; which resolution wag agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the report of the 
majority of the committee, with the following 
resolutions accompanying it, were read: 

Resolved, That Tuomas P. Moors, Esq., is 
entitled to the seat in this House, to represent the 
Sth Congressional District of the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

Resolved, That Roserr P. Lercuer, Esg., is 
entitled to compensation at the rate of eight dollars 
far every twenty miles travelling. 

Mr. JONES rose and said, I move, sir, the 
adoption of the first resolution. 

Mr. BANKS, a member of the Committee of 
Elections, moved that the reports of the majority 
and of the minority of the committee be referred 
‘to the Committee of the Whole House; upon 
which Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 84, nays 106. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Ashley, 
Banks, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James 
M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Campbell, 
Chambers, Chilton, William Clark, Clayton, Cor- 
win, Coulter, Crockett, Darlington, Warren R., 
Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Dem- 
ing, Denny, Dickson, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward 
Everett, Felder, Fillmore, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, 
Gamble, Garland, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, 
Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, 
Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hies- 
ter, Jackson, Laporte, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, 
Martindale, McComas, McKennan, Milligan, 
Moore, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, William 
Slade, Sloane, Spangler, William P. Taylor, 


i Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance 
Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, Elisha 


Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wise, and Young 
—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. William Allen, Bean, Beards- 
ley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brown, Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, 
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Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, 
Cramer, Day, Dickinson, Duncan, Dunlap, Fores- 
ter, Fowler, Wm. K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson, 
Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Noadiah Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, 
Thomas Lee,Leavitt, Loyall,Lyon,Joel K. Mann, 
Mardis, Moses Mason, McIntire, McKay, Me- 
Kim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, 
Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 
Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, 
Peyton, F. Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Schenck, 
Schley, William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, 
Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Sandifer, 
Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, Thomson, 
Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wag- 
ener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, C. P, 
White, and Wilson—106. 

Mr. BANKS offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the resolution under consideration. Mr. 
B. said that this was the first of a series of prop- 
ositions which he should bring before the House. 

Mr. STEWART expressed a hope that the 
House would proceed to the orders of the day, 
and made a motion to that effect; which was neg- 
atived. . 

Mr. DICKSON called for the reading of the 
report of the minority of the committee; and on 
objection being made, the yeas and nays were 
asked on the motion by Mr. VANCE, and ordered. 
The objection was then withdrawn, and the re- 
port was read. 

Thé question then being on the following amend- 
ment offered to the first resolution by Mr. Banxs— 

After resolved, insert, ‘‘that the legal votes 
€ which were received in Lancaster,(Garrard coun- 


“ty,) whilst Moses Grant, Esq., acted as one of | 


* the judges, on the first morning of the election in 
* August last, and those of a like character, given 


‘on the second day of the election, in the casual | 


“absence of the sheriff, ought to be estimated in 
ascertaining the results of the election,” 

Mr. BANKS rose and addressed the House at 
length in its support. He contended that it was 
in proof that a majority of votes were given to Mr. 
Letcher, and that he was therefore elected, unless 
it could be proved that the votes were illegal, or 
given illegally. The votes were to stand unim- 
peached, until they were proved to be bad. Mr. 
B. explained the provisions of the laws of Ken- 
tucky, and insisted that the votes referred to in his 
amendment were properly received, and ought to 
be counted. The argument was filled with refer- 
ences to the printed evidence, as well as to cases 
and statutes which require recourse to the notes of 
the Speaker to make up an intelligible report of 


this speech, which went over the whole ground, ; 


and occupied a little more than an hour in its 
deliver 


Mr. SEABORN JONES followed in opposition 


to the amendment, and in support of the original | 


- resolution of the committee. 

Mr. J. contended that the whole current of the 
decisions upon contested elections in the House 
went to establish the position that votes not taken 
at the time, in the manner, and at the place, re- 
quired by law, could not be counted. That the 
right of suffrage was a political and not inherent 
right. The qualifications of voters were fixed by 
law, and must be exercised according to law. He 
then went on to show that the temporary appoint- 
ment of a judge of election, to take votes for the 
hour’ preceding the time fixed by law for com- 
mencing the election in Lancaster on the first day, 
was illegal, and that, agreeably to various prece- 
dents which he read, the votes so taken could not 
becounted. He alse contended that the law of 
Kentucky positively requiring the presence of the 
sheriff, the votes received in his absence on the 
second day, could not be reckoned. Mr. J. 
referred to those States which require a property 
qualification; and contended that the House, 
according to law, as well as the whole current of 
authorities, should reject the amendment. 


Mr. MARSHALL followed in support of the | 


amendment, till after four o’clock; when, without 

concluding, he gave way to a motion to adjourn; 

and, on motion of Mr. CHILTON ALLAN, 
The House adjourned. 


j 


i 


| where, if not here. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 21, 1834. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented memorials from in- 
habitants of Otsego, New York; citizens of Brock- 
port, Monroe county, New York; and citizens of 
Pittsford, in the same county. 

Mr. EWING, who, the other day, presented a 
memorial from inhabitants of Athens county, Ohio,. 
introduced an additional memorial. Also, a me- 
morial from Boon county, Ohio; and another from 
Greene county, Ohio. 

Mr. McKEAN,a memorial from Luzerne coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. i 

Mr. LEIGH, a memorial from Jefferson county, 
Virginia. 

Mr. CLAY, six memorials from Huntingdon 
county, Pennsylvania. Also, one from Doyles- 
town, Bucks county, Pennsylvania; and another 
from Seneca Falls, New York. 


All of which were in favor of the restoration of || 


the deposites to the Bank of the United States, and 
the recharter of that institution. ; 

Upon the presentation of the last-named memo- 
rial, a long and animated debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. CLAY, WRIGHT, WEBSTER, FOR- 
SYTH, TYLER, BENTON, and LEIGH, par- 
ticipated. 

The several memorials were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of Susquehannah county, Pennsylvania, 
against the restoration of the deposites and the re- 
charter of the Bank of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A message upon executive business was received 


from the President of the United States, by Mr. !j 
' Aspory Dickins. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wennespay, May 21, 1834. 
KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION, ` 
The report of the Committee of Elections upon 

the contested election between T. P. Moore and 
R. P. Letcher, being the unfinished business of 
yesterday, came up immediately after the Journal 
was read, 


Mr. MARSHALL resumed his speech in op- || 
position to the report, and in favor of the amend- 


ment moved by Mr. Banxs, which proposed to 
declare that the votes taken at Lancaster, in Gar- 
rard county, before the hour for opening the polls, 
and in the absence of the sheriff, shall be counted. 


Mr. M. stated the general principles and adjudged || 


cases, as well as the peculiar facts relative to this 
election, and contended at length that the amend- 


_ment should be adopted. After speaking two 


hours, he was followed. by 


Mr.CLAYTON, who rose to address the House | 


on the question, though, he said, he felt discour- 
aged in the attempt by theinattention of the House 
to those who had preceded him in the discussion. 
But, nevertheless, he would attempt to discharge 
his duty, believing that he would be heard else- 
He supposed that this ques- 
tion would occupy more of the time of this House 
than any other which had come before it; for it 
was a question affecting the right of representation 
—a question whether this is a representative Gov- 
ernment or not. The Constitution gave to the 


| States the right to fix the time, place, and manner 


of holding elections, and to those particulars was 


|| confined the power of the States over the subject. 


In the case before us, there was no dispute as to 
the time or place of the election; and we had only 
to inquire whether the manner in which it was 
conducted was legal. 

Mr. C. went on, at great length, to, argue that 


“the manner in which the election was held there 


was nothing which essentially violated the law of 
Kentucky, or which authorized the committee to 
set aside the votes taken in Garrard county. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, made a brief explana- 
tion on a point on which his argument had been 
misapprehended by his colleague. 

Mr. FIARDIN followed in support of the amend- 


|| ment, and in further reply to the gentleman from 


Georgia, [Mr. Jonzs.} 


i 


The question being on the motion to-amiend the 
resolution, by striking out all-after the word ‘“re- 
solved,” and inserting the following: 

‘That the legal votes which were received in 
‘ Lancaster, (Garrard county,)whilstMoses Grant, 
t Esq., acted as one of the judges, on the first 
t morning of the election in August last, and those 
‘of a like character, given on the second day of 
‘ the election, in the casual absence of the sheriff, 
‘ought to be estimated in ascertaining the. results 
€ of the election 7 oe 

Mr. GILMER called for a division of the ques- 
tion on the amendment, so as to take the question 
i separately on the legality of the votes taken the 
first day in Garrard; which was pronounced by 

the Chair to be in order. 

Mr. BOON wished the question to be first taken 
on the motion to strike out; which the Chair pro- 
nounced to be out of order. 

Mr. GRIFFIN asked the yeas and nays on the 
question; which were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, spoke at considerable 
length in rejoinder to the several gentlemen who 
had replied to him. . 

Mr. HAMER took the floor; but yielded it to 
a. motion to adjourn; and 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuunspay, May 22, 1834. 


Mr. SMITH presented a remonstrance of cer- 
tain citizens of Connecticut, against the renewal 
of the patent of John Ames, paper-maker. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of 662 
inhabitants of Cumberland county, Penngylvania. 

Mr. CLAY, the memorial of inhabitants of 

| Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, both in favor 
| of the restoration of the deposites and the rechar- 
| ter of the Bank of the United States. 
The two preceding memorials were referred to 
| the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
| printed. 
| Mr. TYLER presented the petition of Christo- 
pher P. Carter; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Claims. 

A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the Presidentof the United States, by 
| Mr. Aszury Dicxins. i 


| On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to executive business, 

After “spending some time therein, when the 
doors were opened, it was eas 

Ordered, That when the Senateadjourns, it would 
adjourn until Monday next. ae : 

SPECIAL ORDER. bay 

The report of the Committee onthe Judiciary 
i on the pension fund being called up, on 

Mr. KANE’S motion, it was laid upon the table, 
and made the special order for Monday next. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
Mr. Brss’s resolution, proposing an amendment 


|i to the Constitution of the United States as it 


| respects the election of President and Vice Presi- 

ident of the United States, was, on his motion,. 
| postponed until Monday next. 

| The following bills were read a third time and 

! passed: ; 

| A bill to revive and amend an act for the relief 
| of insolvent debtors of the United States; 

i <A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson, 


|, daughter of Lieutenant Richard Wilde, ofthe 


! army of the Revolution; 
i A bill supplementary to an act entitled ** Anact 
: to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties 


i| on imports,” approved July 14, 1832; and 


A bill relinquishing the duties on a set of bells 


i| imported from: France for the use of the Roman 


| Catholic Church at St. Louis, Missouri. 

! The resolutions offered during the week, with 
i the exception of one offered by Mr. Linn, which 
; was laid on the table, were taken up and agreed to. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
: Rosinson, was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Engrossed 
| Bills, when they have examined a bill or resolu- 
i tion, shall deliver the same to the Secretary of the 
: Senate, who shall, as heretofore, enter upon the 


i Journal that the same has been correctly en- 


| grossed. T 
| A bill for the relief of Samuel Armstrong Bailey 


- 
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and:others, was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The following bills were considered in Com- 
mittee ofthe Whole, read a second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading: . _ 

A bill for the relief of William Mann, late depu- 
ty. marshal of the eastern district of Virginia; 

A: bill for-the relief of Colonel A. R. Woolley; 


A: bill forthe relief of the administrators of Bo-- 


litha Laws, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Waller; 

Avbill for the relief of Martha Bailey and others; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Frances Barham, deceased, and her 
husband, Fielding Barham; 

A bili for the relief of George K. Jackson;'- 

A bill to remove the office of surveyor general 
of the public lands in Ohio, Indiana, and the Mich- 
igan Territory; à 

‘A bill for the relief of the legal . representatives 
of Joseph Rowe, deceased; 

A bill for the reliefof Charles J. Hand; 

- A bill for the relief of John Yantis; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Hartfield, his as- 
signee, or legal representative; : 

A biil for the relief of Lieutenant Archibald S. 
Campbell; and : 

A bill for the relief of Captain Wolcott Chaun- 
cey. 

Phe Senate, at a quarter before five o’clock, on 
motion of Mr. SOU LHARD, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, May 22, 1834. 


The resolution yesterday reported from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, to set 
apart Friday and Saturday, the 6th and 7th days 
of June next, for the consideration of business rel- 
ative to the District of Columbia, was taken up 
for consideration. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by providing that Thursday the 5:h day ot 
June be set apart for the consideration of business 
relative to the Territories; and when the motion 
was put, it was ascertained thata quorum was not 
present. . 

The question being again put, the motion was 
agreed to, and the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted. 

The following resolution, heretofore offered by 
Mr. McComas, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of subscribing stock to the James River and Ka- 
nawha Company, in the State of Virginia. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of George 
Renden; read twice and committed. 

Mr. C. C. CLAY reported a bill to authorize 
the sale of lots in the town of St. Marks; read 
twice, and ordered to be sngrossed fora third read- 
ing. 

Sa motion of Mr. WAYNE, 2,000 extra copies 
of the bill, with the accompanying report, to fix 

“the pay of the officers of the Navy, were ordered 
to be printed, $ 

Mr. CONNOR reported a bil! to establish certain 
post roads and for other purposes; read twice and 
committed, 

Mr. WAYNE submitted a joint resolution, on 
leave, for supplying the new members of the pres- 
ent Congress with two copies each of the returns 
of the last census of the United States; which was 
read twice and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. STODDERT, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported, without amend- 
ment, the bill from the Senate to authorize the 


construction of a lateral railroad, within the Dis. | 
trict of Columbia; which was committed to the | 


Committee of the Whole Louse. . 

Mr. THOMAS submitted, on leave, a resolution 
relative to the erection of a light-house on Lake 
Ponchartrain, - APIE . 

On motion of Mr. LANE, the House suspended 
theruleto consider the resolution heretofore offered, 
for an inquiry into the expediency of making an 
appropriation of refuse lands in aid of the con- 
struction of a railroad fron Lawrenceburg, on the 
Ohio, to Indianapolis, and it was adopted, 

Mr, CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 


the rules, in order to introdueea resolution granting 
the use of the Hall of Representativeson Monday 


| night next fora public meeting in favor of the exiled 


Poles; which wasagreed to, and the résolution was 


‘offered and adopted. 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 
The question before the House was the resolu- 


| tion reported by the Committee of Elections, that 


Tuomas P. Moore was entitled to the seat in the 
House from the Fifth Congressional District, as 
proposed to be amended by Mr. Banxs, by de- 
claring that the votes taken in Garrard county, in 
the absence of the judge of election appointed by 
the county court on the first day, and in the absence 
of the sheriff on the second day, be counted. 

Mr. HAMER, who was entitled to the floor 
from yesterday, addressed the House at length 
against the amendment, in support of the report 
of the Committee of Elections, and in reply to the 
arguments heretofore urged by Mr. Harin, Mr. 
Marswaii, and Mr. Cuavron. He contended 
tliat an election was the expression of the voice of 
a majority of the people in the mode prescribed by 
the Constitution and laws; that both those who 
give, and those who receive the votes must possess 
the qualifications required; that when principles 
clearly laid down for the government of such 
questions are departed from upon fancied grounds 
of equity, or because a hard case is presented, the 
consequences could not be foreseen. Jt was 
contended in the report of the minority that, if votes 
were received by judges of election who were mere 
usurpers without any legal authority whatever, 
such votes ought to be counted. Thisdostrine he 
denied. Mr. H. then wentonto establish that the 


| appointment of Mr. Grant by the sheriff to receive 


votes before the hour at which the polls were to be 
opened by law, was contrary to law and void. On 
this point he replied to the arguments of Messrs. 
Harpin and Marsuatu at length, as well as upon 
the other point relative to the votes taken on the 
second day in the absence of the sheriff. After 
speaking about an hour, Mr. H. finished, and was 
followed by : 

Mr. BINNEY, in support of the amendment, 
and in opposition to the report of the committee. 
Fle contended that the prescription of time, place, 
and manner of election was not intended to re- 
strain, but to promote the exercise of the right of 
suffrage; that these were not essential, but circum- 
stantial forms; and that the House was bound to 
give effect to the voice of the people, whether 
these forms were observed or not. Mr. B. illus- 
trated his views by a gréat variety of analogies 
and cases, and contended that upon the facts pre- 
sented, the votes referred to in the amendment 
ought to be taken into the computation. - Mr. B. 
also contended that the votes of the theological 
students at Danville, rejected by the committee, 
ought to have been allowed to Mr. Letcher, which, 
with those referred to in the amendment, would 
give that gentleman a majority of two votes over 
Mr. Moore. These positions were argued at length 
upon the laws and constitution of Kentucky, which 
alone were, he said, applicable to the case. The 
precedents and cesses determined by the House 
had no bearing, the House being by the Constitu- 
tion made judge of the qualifications of the elected, 
bat not of the electors, which belongs exclusively 
to the State. 


BANK INVESTIGATION REPORT. 

After Mr. B. had concluded, á 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, from the select 
committee appointed to investigate the concerns 
of the Bank of the United States, rose and asked 
leave to submit a report. 

Mr. WATMOUGH objected to the reception 
of the report at this time. We had, he said, 
subjects enough of excitement before us for the 
present, He hoped the business of the House 
would not be interrupted. 

Mr. THOMAS was aware, he said, that he 
was not at liberty to submit the report without 
the leave of the House, and he would, with the 
consent of the House, give some reasons for sub- 
mitting the report at the present time. 

Mr. WATMOUGH said that to prevent any 
debate, he would withdraw his objections. 

Mr. THOMAS then made the report, and moved 
that it be printed, postponed to Tuesday week, 
and made the special order for that day. 


be divi- 
He would not 
assent to make it the subject of a special order for 
Tuesday week. 

Mr. GALBRAITH called for the reading of the 
report; which the Chair said was not in order. 

Mr. WATMOUGH was very desirous, he 
said, that this subject should be brought before 
the House, bat there was much business of a 
| paramount character to be disposed of. He moved 
to postpone the consideration of the report to 
Tuesday two weeks. . 

Mr. CLAY remarked, that when the ‘report 
came up, if the House was not prepared to act 
upon it, they could postpone it further. ‘ 

Mr. E, WHITTLESEY said the majority of 
the House could take up the report when they 
chose, and, therefore, there was no necessity to 
assign any day. He was unwilling to postpone 
the appropriation bills in order to take up the bank 
question. 

Mr. VANCE did not, he said, think it worth 
while to throw any obstacle in the way of the 
report. He hoped it would come before the House 
as soon as the Elouse was ready to act upon it. 

Mr. WATMOUGH, understanding that the 
| other business of the House was not to be inter- 
fered with, withdrew his motion. 

The motion to print and postpone till Tuesday 
week was then agreed to. y 

Mr. E. EVERETT rose, and begged leave on 
the part of the minority of the committee, to express 
their views in the form of a minority report. 

Leave being given, he moved that the report be 
printed, and take the same direction with the ma- 
jority report: which was agreed to. ; 

Mr.CLAYTON moved that the House adjourn, 
upon which, at the call of Mr. BEARDSLEY, 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken, the motion to adjourn 
was negatived, yeas 87, nays 92. 

Mr. MILLER moved the suspension of the 
rules, in order to move the printing of an extra 
number of copies cf the bank report and counter 
report. : 

The CHAIR pronounced the motion to be out 
of order, as a subject was before the House. 

Mr. MILLER moved to postpone til! Tuesday 
next the further consideration of the subject be~. 
fore the House. 

Mr. JONES called for the 
the motion. 

Mr. MILLER withdrew the motion to post- 
pone, and moved to Jay the resolutions from the 
Committee of Elections on the table. 

Mr. McKINLEY moved that the House do 
now adjourn, upon which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. GHOLSON demanded that the hour (twen- 
ty minutes past four) be entered on the Journal. 

Mr. CLAY rose to a point of order. It was 
not in order, he said, to move an adjournment 
again, as no question had intervened, 

The CHAIR gave a different opinion. 

Mr. CLAY appealed. 

Mr. BRIGGS said the point of order could not 
be raised after the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

Mr. CLAY withdrew his appeal. 

The question being taken on the motion to ad- 
| journ, it was decided in the affirmative: yeas 92, 
| nays 84. The House then adjourned. 


; Mr.SELDEN hoped the motion would 


| ded, and taken first on printing. 


yeas and nays upon 


REPORT 


Of the Secretary of the Treasury in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
May 16, 1834. 
Sin: In pursuance of the resolution of the Sen- 
ate, dated the Sth instant, directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury “ to report to the Senate whether 
‘any of the banks which have recently failed in 
‘ the Districtof Columbia hadon deposite, or other- 
* wise in their possession, any of the public money, 
‘and, ifany, how much, at the time of their fail- 
‘ure,” I have the honor to state, that the Bank of 
Alexandria has been used as the deposite bank for 


| the revenue collected at the port of Alexandria for- 


many years past, and at the time it stopped pay- 
ment had in possession on deposite to the credit of 
the Treasury of the United States the sum of twen- 


ty-seven thousand five hundred and twenty-eight 


1834. 
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dollars and eighty-four cents, ($27,528 84,) and to 
the credit of the collector of the customs for the 
district of Alexandria the sum of two thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen dollars and thirty-four 
cents, ($2,819 34.) 

There appears to be, however, no ground for 
apprehending that any part of this sum is in dan- | 
ger of being lost. he bank, itis understood, has 
abundant means out of which the debt. may be sat- | 
isfied, and measures wil! be taken to recover it, if |) 
satisfactory security be not promptly given by the 
bank. But assurances have been given by the | 
cashier to the district attorney that the security 
required will be placed in the possession of the 
department without delay. 

it is proper to add, that a few days before the | 
Bank of Alexandria stopped payment the sum of | 
$3,437 50 was deposited in the bank to the credit | 
of the Treasurer of the United States, by the cor- 
poration of Alexandria, on account of the loan 
made to the corporations of this District under the 
actof May 24,1828. But asthe draft of the Treas- 
urer on that bank in favor of the Bank of the Me- 
tropolis for this money was not paid, it is believed 
that the United States are not responsible for it, 
and it is therefore not included in the sum above 
mentioned. 

The Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town had on deposite, to the credit of the Treasurer 
of the United States, at the timeit stopped payment, 
the sum of sixty thousand dollars, ($60,000.) But 
alike sum has been advanced by that bank to the 
paymaster of the Harper’s Ferry armory, toenable | 
him to pay the workmen and carry on the works 
at that place, in anticipation of the regular appro- 
priation. As that appropriation has now been | 
made, the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank are en- | 
titled to receive the money they have so advanced, | 
so that there is nothing due from that bank, as | 
appears by a copy of the letter of the Secretary ; 
of War, herewith transmitted. 

There was no public money on deposite, or | 
otherwise, to the credit of the Treasurer, in any of ; 
the other banks in this District which have 
‘recently stopped payment. 

The report of the Treasurer, hereunto annexed, 
will show that $14,000, belonging to the navy pen- 
sion fund, was invested in the stock of the Bank 
of Washington, at the time that bank stopped 
payment; and it appears by the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, herewith transmitted, that this ! 
investment was made in the years 1811 and 1817. | 

l have the honor to remain, very respectfully, į 
your obedient servant, R. B. TANEY, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Hon. the Presment OF THE SENATE. 


REMARKS OF MR. CRAMER, 

OF NEW YORK, i 

In ‘rugs Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
April 8, 1834, 

On the Revolutionary Commutation Bill. | 


The time which this subject has already occu- I 

ied the attention of the House, and the distin- | 
guished talent and ability with which all the pro- į; 
visions of this bill have been sustained by the || 
committee who reported it, admonish me that į 
nearly all has been said which was necessary and 
proper, and that I ought not to trespass upon the || 
patience of the House by obtruding my views | 
upon it, conscious as I am thet my proper prov- : 
ince is rather to listen to, and receive instruction, | 
than to endeavor to impart it to others. But a} 
déep sense of the justice of these claims, a settled | 
conviction of the entire propriety and expediency 
of the provisions of this bill, and more especially | 
the manner in which it has been assailed by one of | 
my honorable colleagues, must be my apology for | 
briefly presenting the reasons which have contrib- | 
uted to the formation of my judgment; not that I 
indulge the vain hope thereby to influence the: 
vote of a solitary member of this House, but with | 
a view to a clear and succinct statement of the case : 
as it presents itself to my own mind. I would | 
inguire, what were the services rendered by the H 
petitioners? And on what equitable groùnds is | 
compensation demanded? If 1 have understood | 
these claims rightly, they are based on the solemn ; 
pledge of the nation, given at a crisis when it had | 
nothing else to pay in but its faith and its depre- | 


ciated credit, and made for services the most im- 
portant, appalling, and hazardous, that can be 
imagined. Yes, sir, the men for whom this bill 
proposes compensation, entered and continued in 
the service of the country literally with a hang- 
man’s noose around their necks. For what, I ask, 
would have been their condition if they had proved 
unsuccessful in the final issue? No one need be 
told that the most of them, in all human probabil- 
ity, would have been tried, condemned, and exe- ! 
cuted as rebels. Congress, therefore, conscious of 
this fearful exposure, and as an additional induce- 
ment for them to remain in the service of their 
country, promised them the little pittance of half 
pay for life, on condition that they continued in į 
the service to the close of the war, and this was 
predicated on a still more uncertain contingency, 
well understood by both parties, viz: that they 
should be victorious in the dreadful and unequal 
contest in which they had embarked. This agree- | 
ment or contract Was consummated by a resolu- | 
1 


tion of this House, recorded 21st October, 1780; | 
it was afterwards, in March, 1783, on the mag- 
nanimous request of the officers interested, com- | 
muted for a much less sum than the original | 


amount, namely, five years’ full pay in money, or || 
in securities bearing an interest of six per cent. |j 


per annum. 
Thus we have the services performed, and the 
pledged compensation; and what are the- objec- 


tions to the fulfilment of the contract, or in other | 


words, to the passage of the bill under -consider- 


ation? One which was urged by my honorable | 
friend from New Hampshire is, that it erects a | 


new and a different tribunal to ascertairr whether 
the claimants bring themselves within the letter or 
spirit of the resolution of 1783. And is this ob- 
jectionable? I confess I listened with attention to 
the gentleman who made it, and heard no satisfac- 
tory reason assigned to sustain the objection. Is 
it not evident that action on these claims would be 
more uniform and expeditious if they shall be set- 
tled by the Secretary of the Treasury under a 
general law, than if investigated and adjudicated 
by a committee of this House, fluctuating and 
changing as that body must necessarily be? Surely 
it must be admitted that the proposed arrangement 
would be infinitely more just, as the same rule by 
the same officer would be applied to all claimants, 
with leisure sufficient carefully and critically to 
examine all the proof. In addition to this, it would 
save much of the time of this and the other House, 
and also prevent unnecessary delay and expense 
to the applicants. It would, therefore, promote 
true economy, as well as expedite justice; for it 
must be recollected and admitted that the indi- 
viduals here claiming are creditors of the Govern- 
ment; and if we pay at all, we must, or ought, to 
pay interest at the rate stipulated in the resolution 
to which I referred, for the entire period these set- 
tlements have been referred. 

Another objection which has been made against 
the bill is, that the rule prescribing the proper tes- 
timony to substantiate the time and extent of this 
service, is too favorable to the applicants. This, 
however, is an assumption which is not warranted 
by the facts, nor by the established rules of evi- 
dence, as applicable to ancient covenants. But 
this objection has been so fully discussed, and so 
triumphantly refuted by gentlemen who have pre- 
ceded me in this debate, that I will not tax the 
patience of the House with any additional reason 
to demonstrate its fallacy. i 


The third objection which has been taken to the | 


provisions of this bill is, that some may possibly 
be thereby included who have already received 
compensation, and perhaps others who were not 


originally entitled to any; and, therefore, it is | 


gravely inferred, that because we may possibly do 
wrong, we must not do that which is clearly and 
manifestly right. This is proving too much. It 
would extend to the total exclusion of all legisla- 
tion; for I defy human sagacity to frame a law so 
that injustice might not sometimes be consequent 
on its enforcement. But I cannot perceive, from 
the face of this law, nor from any legitimate rea- 
son which has been presented to the consideration 
of the House, that such consequences would neces- 
sarily, or even probably, follow, unless gentlemen 
are disposed to maintain the position—which | 
regret to say some have too broadly intimated— 
that these claimants were so destitute of moral 


rectitude, so sordid, so superannuated, and soin- 


t 
! 
i; distinct in their reminiscences, that, in order to 
effect their own or others’ designs on the Treasury, 
i they would affirm to any statement of facts which 
any artful, unprincipled scrivener might indite. 
i But, in charity to the gentleman from New York, 
i who intimated this, I will not suppose that it was 
| seriously intended as being peculiarly applicable 
į to these venerated relics of our nation’s pride and 
boast.. But be it as some gentlemen will have it— 
that occasional frauds may and will be practised, 
still I am for the law; for Í insist that these claims 
are more sacred, and of a higher order, than any 
others which can be presented to the consideration 
of this House; and, for one, I hope I may be 


|| spared the painful retrospect of having uttered any 


| Sentiment derogatory to the character of these 
| claimants, or of having, from false notions of 
economy, withheld that which was justly due to 
any man, who, in that momentous struggle, rallied 
around the sinking standard of hiscountry. Yes, 


‘| sir. I conscientiously contend that it is better, far 


better, in this case, that some should even receive 
Benjamin’s portion, than that any should go un- 
| satisfied. ` 
But is it correct that frauds would be moresuc- 

cessfully practised on a vigilant, intelligent public 
officer, than on the members of this House? So 
far as my experience extends, the reverse of this 
position is true. I therefore maintain that if gèn- . 
| tlemen who are opposed to this bill are solely 
{intent on carefully and honestly guarding: the 

i Treasury, this is the proper and most effectual mode 

| ofdoingit. But, for myself, sir, lam not disposed 

|i in this case to bar the Treasury of the Union, at 
the hazard of doing injustice to those revolutionary 

|| veterans who, in the most gloomy and agonizing 

| period of our nation’s emancipation, stood in the 
|| front ranks in many a bloody and embattled field. 

|| No, let that eagled-eyed vigilance to protect the - 
|| funds of the nation be reserved for a proper sub- 
{| ject and a fitoccasion; let it be rigorously observed 
ii and enforced in all cases of doubtful constitutional 
|| prerogative to make appropriations either on the 
| ground of construction, expediency, or precedent 
{| —the most villainous and still the most successful 
|| subterfuge heretofore resorted to, to rob your 

i Treasury and sap the foundations of your Govern- 
ment. i willgo all lengths with the gentlemen on 

i this point, and here I will assure them isan ample 
|! and a glorious field for curtailment. Nay, I will 
go with them for retrenchment and economy on 
all proper occasions. But for heaven’s sake let &3s 

| not commence this system by doing an act of vio- 
lence and gross injustice to the warworn veteran, 
or to his lineal descendants. No, sir, parsimony 
here would be prodigality ; for we should be squan- ` 
dering and dissipating that which dollars and cents 
could not compensate for: I mean. our national 

| character; for I assert that it is an undeniable 

| proposition that these are just dues, growing out 

| of a national compact for services the mostadven- 
j turous and important ever performed by man. 
| And will any one have the hardihood to affirm, 
{ 
i 


i that in this case the laborer is not worthy of his 
hire; or, in other words, his promised reward ? 
If any one doubts, let him estimate, if he can, the 
| value, of our independence, of our exalted and 
happy condition, as a people, contrasted with any 
or all otker nations on the faceof theglobe. Nay, 
¡let him estimate, if possible, the value of our 
‘Union. Yes, our Union, and then let him say, if ~ 
he can, thatthe men who achieved this by their 
valor and patient endurance of every deprivation 
‘and danger, shall go unpaid, and be denied the 
|| trifling bounty which was their due by solemn 
| 


| contract, because, forsooth, it will take a few 
| thousands, nay, millions, if you please, to liqui- 
date and cancel these claims. For one, I deprecate 
fall such miserable miserly suggestions; such con- 
i tracted, sordid reasons; and pity the -mind that 
| can be influenced by them. What! refuse to pay 
for services, but for which we should not now be 
here, legislating in this magnificent Hall, for a 


| 
i 
i 
i] 
| great, independent, and magnanimous nation? No, 
| sir, we should have been spared that proud. satis- 
| faction, for we should still have been the humble 
vassals of some foreign prince, for such a race of 


i 
| patriots and heroes has not appeared on the 
1 
i 
i 


i| American stage since that eventful period: 


For one, sir, (said Mr. P.,) U never will be sat- 
fought and bled in the 


Ui fled until every man who 
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rėyolutionary struggle is paid the last cent which 
is legally or equitably his due. No, sir, I never 
shall feel as though enough had been done for those | 
men who have done so much for us individually, 
for the nation, and for the world—until all,-from 
the least to the greatest, are paid the uttermost 
farthing. Let it not be said of this republic, as it 
has been truly said of all the ancient republics, that 
they were ungrateful to their best benefactors. No; 
the Government, in this case, should act as an hon- |! 
orable man would act: invite all its just creditors |! 
to come and receive their pay, subjecting them to 
no unnecessary expense or delay. What would 
be said of an individual who should- render the 
same excuse—interpose the same plea in bar to the 
payment of his creditors, which has on this occa- 
sion been urged by honorable members in avoid- 
‘ance of these claims on the part of the nation? I 
ask, what would be said of an individual who 
should refuse to pay a class of hardy, adventurous 


laborers, to whom he was principally indebted for || 


an immense estate, because he,on his own volition, 
unauthorized by theirconsent, had appointed atime 
when he would pay; and inasmuch as, through in- 


advertence or ignorance, they had not attended to || 


his call at the time specified; and who should there- 
fore assume that he was exonerated from all lia- | 
bility, that now the door of justice was closed, that 
the day of retribution was past, and that he would 
not pay? And still more: suppose that he should 
interpose this other plea, which has here been 
urged in behalf of the Government, that there were 
many of these claimants, and, if he paid one, he 
could not refuse to pay others; and thatthe amount, | 
although jast, would be too large, and therefore he 
could not and would not pay? Would not every 
honorable man condemn such an excuse, and de- 
‘Spise the wretch that made it? And shall the Gov- | 
ernment do that which no man possessing a cor- 
rect moral sense would dare to justify in his | 
friend ? 

Sir, I trust for the honor of the country that such 
principles will never be sanctioned as the deliber- 
ate sense of this or any future Congress. These 
claimants came not here, sir, as most others do, 
praying extra compensation for extra services ren- 


dered, or perhaps services never rendered, They |! 


come not here, sir, praying remuneration for real 


or pretended losses, but they do come with the |! 


nation’s bond in their hands, sealed with their 
own blood, or the blood of their sires, and they 
ask us, as their faithful guardians, and the ex- 
ecutors of our fathers’ will, to cancel it. They 
come not here, sir, supplicating favora; but they 
come here literally and emphatically demanding 
rights. And will you turn them away from this 
Capitol, as a knave. would from his countirg- 
house, with the rogue’s plea—the statute of limit- 
ations? Yes, sir, it is literally the rogue’s plea in 
this case; for I contend that Government has no 
moral right beyond what an individual has to vary 
a contract, without the mutual consent of the con- 
tracting parties, 

I trust there is too much honorand 
much of the spirit of ’76 in this 
tion such an unjust judgment. 


integrity, too 
House, to sanc- 


REMARKS OF MR. TIPTON,! 
OF INDIANA, 
In.Senate, Tuesday, May 20, 1834; 
On the motion of Mr. Crayton to refer and print 
the Memorial of the Cherokee Chiefs. 

Mr. TIPTON said that he was in favor of re- 
ceiving and referring this paper to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. He would hear the complaints | 
of the humblest individual, no matter of what | 
color, if he waa an individual entitled, as the Cher- || 
okees were, to the protection of our Government. 
But, sir, I am opposed to incurring the expense of 
printing the voluminous documents accompanying 
the memorial, until after it is‘ examined and re-i 
ported on by a committee of the Senate, who could 
Judge correctly what consideration it is entitled to 
from this body. 

1am confident (said Mr. T.) that it is ri 
proper to protect the poor Indians. 
of the Senate feels a deeper interest 
their preservation and prosperity; 
found much more difficult to shi 


ght and | 
No member 
than I do in! 
and it will be 
eld the poorer 


; would change the case. 


class of Indiana from combinations of dishonest | 


chiefs, and their co-workers of mischief and op- 
pression, than to protect them against the imposi- 
tions of the officers of the Indian department. 
The policy adopted five years ago by this Ad- 
ministration, of paying the annuity to the heads 
of families, and not to the chiefs, is both just and 
proper - It not only shields the poor Indians from 
the impositions of dishonest chiefs, but enables the 
President to detect dishonest agents of the Indian 
department. The Secretary of War knows, or 
should know, the number of Indians in each tribe, 
and the amount to be paid to them by the Indian 
agents; and if the Indian agents were instructed to 
transmit, with their accounta for settlement, an 
abstract, showing the number of heads of families 
in each tribe, and the number of individuals in 
each family, with the amount of money paid to 
each, and this abstract should be certified by two 


witnesses, known to be entitled to credit for vera- || 


city, should the payment not have been made in 
the utmost fairness, to all persons belonging to the 
tribe. The President should dismiss every agent 


neglecting to do his duty agreeable to instruc- || 


tions. 

The honorable Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
Cuayrown] has told us how oppressive it was for 
a poor Indian to travel fifty miles to receive fifty 
cents, when the chiefs could bring them their 
money without cost, as was the case under former 
Administrations. The honorable Senator is mis- 
taken as to facts. . 

There.is no law directing in what manner the 
annuity shall be paid; it is, as it should be, left to 
the President, and the mode complained of is the 


| only just one. It is the duty of the agents to 


count the money due to each individual, or head 


of family, and to show each man what he is enti- | 


tled to for himself, his wife, and each child, and 


not suffer the chiefs to cheat them out of a portion || 


of the money due to them from the Government. 
It is true, that if all the chiefs were honest, this 
Sir, said Mr. T., I have 
heard of Ross, the memorialist; his name and 
character have not made a favorable impression 


acting with him, will subtract 25 per cent. from 
the annuity, if it is put into their hands. The 
chiefs, most generally, are traders, and will pay 
the people in goods or whisky, and keep the 
money, and the poor Indians never see a dollar. 
There have been cases, said Mr. T., where the 
chiefs, and a few others, prevented the common 
Indians from receiving the money due them from 


the Government; although the agents would count | 


and offer them their annuities, they would not 
receive it, fearing the displeasure of the chiefs; 
and the chiefs and traders want to coerce the Gov- 


j ernment to make the payment in such manner.as 


to favor their interested and dishonest motives, 
This chief, (Ross,) I understand claims $3,000 
to defray his expenses in coming here; and he 


| wants the United States to pay this expense; and 


if Congress refuse this request, 1 do not doubt 
that Ross will never let the annuities pass from 
his grasp, until he wrings from the poor people 
of his tribe the price that he wants us to pay for 
coming here to annoy the President and Congress. 

Sir, I am anxious to have a report on the facts 


| of this case from the Committee on Indian A fairs. 


Let us know all the facts, and I have no doubt 
that we shall find that the chiefs, and a few others, 
actuated by selfish motives, are waging war upon 


| this most jast and proper measure of their Admin- 


istration. When we understand all these facts, | 
hope that the Senate will sustain the Administra- 
tion in this measure. 

I know that many honest men, who are misled 
by such clamors, coming from interested men, 
are imposed on, and under a mista 
the facts, are aiding this chief Ross, and others. 
Tam sure that, so soon as better informed, they 
will change their course, and Jend us their sup- 
port. 


Letters from Havre state that the French 
Government had dispatched a sloop-of-war 
from Brest for the United States, with dis- 
patches for our Government, of such a 
character as it was presumed would be 
satisfactory.—-New York Evening Post. 


ken state of | 


The following brief letter from General 
Lafayette, which we quote from the Na- 
tional Gazette, contains a brief synopsis 
of the recent sanguinary scenes at Lyons 
and Paris. The law passed at the last 
session of the Chambers against associa- 
TIONS, is supposed to be the exciting 
cause of the renewed troubles in France. 

“In my former letters I have related to 
you how, to my great disappointment and 
chagrin, the American appropriation bill 
; Was rejected by a majority of only a few 
votes. I believe that if the votes were 
again to be taken to-day, a different result 
| would be produced. 

“ We are now in a state of great disturb- 
ance. The operatives of Lyons fought 
| during four days against the troops of the 
| line; and although the Government asserts 
that it is all at an end, the fact is not yet 
completely proved. The day before yes- 
terday and yesterday morning, there was 
| here a small insurrection of some discon- 
tented persons, excited nobody knows by 
whom. The most ardent men of the Op- 
| position party were opposed to it. There 
i has been blood spilt: some men of dis- 
i tinction (guelgues hommes morguants) in 
ithe national guard and in the line, have 
| unfortunately been killed, and some of 
| the insurgents were put to death (egorges) 
|in the houses where they were found. 
All this is greatly to be deplored. Much 


| blood has been spilt at Lyons on both 
on my mind. I have no doubt but he, and others | 


sides. They speak of new laws of re- 
| Pression (lots d'exception) in addition to 
| those which have already been passed.” 


The following account of the exhumation of the 
| head of Robert Burns, possesses some interest: 

‘On Monday night, 31st of March, 1834, Mr. 
John McDiarmid, Mr. Adam Rankine, Mr. James 
Kerr, Mr. James Bogie, Mr. Andrew Crombie, 
| and the subscriber, descended into the vualt of the 
: Mausoleum, for the purpose of examining the 
| remains of Burns, and, ifpossible, procuring acast 
i of his skull. Mr. Crombie, having witnessed the 
| examination of the bard’s remains in 1915, and 
seen them deposited in their present resting place, 
| at once pointed out the exact spot where the head 
would be found, and a few spadefulls of loose sandy 
| soil being removed, the skull was brought into 
view, and carefully lifted, 

“The cranial bones were perfect in every re- 
spect, if we excepta little corrosion of their external 
table, and firmly held together by theirsutures; eyen 
the delicate bones of the orbits, with trifling excep- 
tions of the os unguis in the left, were sound and 
| uninjured by death and the grave. The superior 
maxillary bones still retained the four most poste- 
rior teeth on each side, including the dentes sapi- 
; entæ, andall without spot or blemish ; the incissors, 
| cuspidatii, &c., had, in all probability, recently 
: dropped from the jaws, for the alveoli were but little 
| decayed. The bones of the face and palate were 


| also sound. Some small portions of black hair, with 


a very few gray hairs intermixed, were observed 


į while detaching some extraneous matter from the 
| occiput. Indeed, nothing could exceed the high 
|| State of preservation in which we found the bones 


of the cranium, or offer a fairer 
supplying what has so long been desiderated by 
phrenologists, a correct model of our immortal 
poet’s head; and in order to accomplish this in the 
most accurate and satisfactory manner, every par- 
ticle of sand, or other foreign body, was carefully 
washed off, and the plaster of Paris applied with 
all the tact and accuracy of an experienced artist. 
The cast is admirably taken, and cannot fail to 


opportunity of 


prove highly interesting to phrenologists and 
others. 
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230 Coneress, ist SESSION. 
IN SENATE. 
‘Mownnay, May 26, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 


from the Presideut of the United States, by Mr.- 


Dowerson, bis Private Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Departnient of State, transmitting 
the information caiied for by the resolution ef the 


tendent of the Patent Office; which, on motion of 


Mr. EWING, was for the present laid on the table. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. SMITH presented the remonstrance of R. | 


W atson and others, and Charles Huntand others, 
agdinst the renewal of the patent of John Ames; 
which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial signed by 
the principal officers of eighteen of the banks in 
the city of New York, praying Congress to pass 


a law regulating the goid and silver coin of the || 


United States, and the valye of foreign coin. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER said it was not to besupposed 
that this subject had escaped the attention of that 
committee during the session. The subject seemed 
to consist of two parts: to make foreign silver coins 
atender in payment of debts, and a restoration 
of the relative value of our own gold and silver 
coins. This subject was before the other House, 
and was under the care of a gentleman from New 
York in that body. Mr. W. hoped the honorable 
member from New York (Mr. Wrieur} would 
use what exertions he could to induce a speedy 
action on the bill in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was aware that the 
subject was before the other House. These 
memorialists had connected distinct propositions 
in reference to the gold and silver coin, and they 
had done so because they were apprehensive that 
the measure before the House might not pass, and 
they believed their propositions were presented in 
a more simple form. Mr. W. said this, that the 
memorial might receive, as he was sure it would 
receive, the respectful attention of the Committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that, unless the 
bill in the House of Representatives should be 
progressed in to accnclusion during this week, 
he now gave notice that he should introduce the 
proposition now before the Committee on Finance 
on this day week. : 

Mr. CLAY presented several memorials from 
citizens of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, 
praying a restoration of the deposites to the Bank 
of the United States and the recharter of that cor- 
poration, under certain modifications; which was 
raferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Hugh S. 
‘Gatewood, of Indiana, praying a grant of land 
for services rendered by his ancestors in settling 
the State of Kentucky; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial from 
citizens of Switzerland county, State of Indiana, 
praying that the deposites may be restored to the 
Bank of the United States, and that that institution 
may be rechartered. . 

Mr. H. said that the memorial was numerously 
signed by all political parties, and by men of 
every pursuit and occupation in life; that this was 
‘acounty in which the friends of the present Chief 
Magistrate were numerous and the party strong; 
but that in this instance all other considerations 
had been buried in oblivion, and this subject taken 
up because the people felt what they said; that 
this memorial was not to be viewed as a party 
production, but as the expression of an honest, 
intelligent people, truly representing the condition 
of their county, the causes which had produced 
it, and the remédy in their opinion, proper to be 
adopted. This county (said Mr. H.) is situated 
on the Ohio river above the falls. : 
second class of counties in size and population, 


26 


f 


settlement emigrants from the cantons of Switzer- 


; JS) land, in Euri i ] | 
Senate of the 9.h instant, relative to the Superin- i ; urope, who, atan early period , settled on 


culture of the vine. 

Mr. H. said that the pursuits of this people 
were mainly agricultural; that they were the 
exporters as well as the growers of their produce; 
their market was New Orleans, to which they 
carried a heavy export trade every year. They 
had as little direct interest in the Bunk of the Uni- 


|| ted States as any people of the Union; they dealt 


| not in stocks or in banks; they seek not accom- 
modaticns in banks; but in the prosperity of the 


|| Bank of the United States they had a deep laterest; 


for having no State banks as yet in operation, the 
! paper of that bank had largely entered into the 
| circulating medium of that section of the country. 
| The present state of things bad withdrawn rapidiy 
| from circulation the paper of that bank, and its 
| place was but partially supplied with the paper of 


dence than in the Bank of the United States. 
The people of Switzerland county (said Mr. 
H.) tell you that past experience demonstrates the 


| convenience and necessity of a paper circulating 


It is of .the || 


medium, convertible into specie, to supply the 
want of sufficient metallic currency, They be- 
lieve that a suficient quantity of goid and silver 
| does not exist to form a circulating medium, and 
‘that a sudden change, or attempt at change, could 
not fail to prostrate the best interests of the coun- 
try. They believe that the country cannot get 
along without a national bank of some kind; that 
without such institution, the currency cannot have 
either soundness or stability, nor can the exchanges 
of the country be equalized or regulated. And in 
these opinions Mr. H. entirely concurred. He 
believed we could not get along without a national 
bank, or a national currency. He said he was no 
advocate for the present bank, and believed it had 
no paramount claim forarecharter; he would prefer 
anew bank, one located in the city of Washing- 
ton. Heknew there were many objections to this 
location, but they were not insurmountable. By 


i this location, the constitutional difficulty would be 


done away, for all admit the powerof Congress to 
! charter a bank here. He would not charter so 
| large a capital as $35,000,000, for if, as so often 


power, and become dangerous, it was on account 
of its great capital. He would distribute the bonus 


i 
| 
t 
\ 
iof the power, at a future day, if the public inter- 


dence, and-that was all that was wanting. 

Mr. H. said that no one regretted the removal 
of the deposites more than himself. It was an 
unfortunate measure for the country. He had 
never doubted the power to remove them, nor the 
correctness of the motive which had induced the 


i 


| as deleterious and injudicious. He had said by 


fully avoided any vote, or any act, having a tend- 
ency to increase excitement, which, in hisopinion, 
was but increasing the distress complained of. 
| He had voted against every measure having a tend- 
ency to prolong or embitter the deep agitation of 
the country. His object was the tranquillity of 


| the Ohio river, where they still live, and where | 
they have long been successfuliy engaged in th? | 


other banks, in which the people had less confi- | 


‘alleged, the present bank had exercised too much | 


: among the States, and would permit it to locate jj 
branches in the States, only by permission of the |! 
State Legislatures; nor would he deprive Congress | 


| ests should require, of modifying such charter, or į 
of chartering another bank. Such bank, although | 
it could not go into operation till the expiration of | 
| the present charter, would give prospective sta- | 
| bility to the currency, would at once inspire confi- H 


removal, but he had always regretted the measure | 


his vote, that the reasons of the Secretary were ! 
| unsatisfactory and insufficient; but he had care- ! 


i 


| 


i 
| 
i 
1i 
i 


H 
i 


i! 
i 
i 


i littI® statistical in this case. 


& RIVES, 
Vor. La No. 26. 


prosperity of the country, which could: not be 


restored unless the excitement be allayed. 

Mr. H. moved that the memorial be read, print- 
ed, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
_ Mr. BENTON said he would add his testimony, 
if necessary, to that of the Senator from Indiana, 
[Mr. Hewpatcks,] in favor of the respectability of 
the population which furnished the subscribers to 
the memorial just presented. He knew their 
industry, enterprise, and sincere devotion to their 
country, and had no doubt but that they fully 
believed in all the distresses which they mentioned ; 


| but their petitions only recited what had been al- 


leged on this floor for the last four or five months; 


į and the reason why petitions were so late incoming 


from that distance ust be because the petitioners 
were so far off from the source of alarm, so far off 
from this Chamber, where the cry of distress was 
first raised four or five months ago. The petition- 


| evs speak of the scarcity of money in consequence. . 


of the disappearance of the United States’ Bank 


| notes. Now, (said Mr. B.,) the petitioners doubt- 


less thought there had been a great diminution of 
this kind of currency, because they heard it pro- 
claimed from allquarters. Buthe (Mr. B.) would 
ask the Senator from Indiana himself, [Mr. Hen- 
DRICKs,] what was the real amount of these notes 
withdrawn from circulation ? 

Mr. HENDRICKS said, that he had not before 
him any statistical tables, showing him the con- 
dition of the Bank of the United States, neither 
monthly reports nor those of any other period, and’ 
his recollection did not furnish him with an answer 


| to the question propounded. He presumed the 


Senator from Missouri was much more familiar 


| with that subject than himself. Nor didsit go to 


the point in question, whatever the facts might be. 

Ee presented the memorial of a portion of his con- 
stituents, men of intelligence, who well understood 
the fact which they stated to the Senate. What 
was that fact? The want of an adequate circulating 
medium, and the rapid disappearing of the United 
States Bank paper in that section of the country. 

This is a fact intimately connected with their 
business—a fact which they see and feel. They 
make no statement of this kind for any other por- 
tion of the country, but undertake to represent the 
condition of their own. Now, to them it makes 

little difference how much or how little may be 

the amount of notes withdrawn from circulation. 
by the Bank of the United States. [tis the effect 

of the existing derangement of the currency upon 

themselves of which they complain. 

Mr. BENTON resumed. It was right to be a 
The statistics would 
shpw that, in point of fact, there was very little 
diminution of the circulation of the United States 
Bank notes. There was about sixteen or seven- 
teen millions of those notes now out, and that 
lacked butlittle of the quantity out last year before 
the deposites were removed, and which was usu- 
ally about seventeen or eighteen millions. Still 
the petitioners were no doubt right in the fact that 
these notes were scarce in the part ofthe country 
in which they lived; for the law of bank circula- 
tion, which he (Mr. B.) explained on another 
occasion, carried them off to the Northeast. 

Mr. B. spoke of the prices of produce in New 
Orleans, and quoted from Benjamin Levy’s Price 
Current, of the most recent date. From this, it 
appeared that western produce bore a good price; 
cotton higher than it was at this time last year; 
pork, beef, bacon, flour, corn, &c., about as high as ` 
usual, and in gooddemand. He also read aletter 
from Cincinnati, showing that steamboat business, 
both freight and passage, was better than it had 
been for three years past; that money wasas plen- 
tiful as usual, prices as good as usual, people con- 
tented as usual, and panic-makers only out of busi- 
ness, Mr. B. then took up a New York : paper, 
the Times, just received, and which gave the value 


‘of different bank notes at the broker’s board in 


that city, and showed that the southern banks had 
nearly recovered their ancient rates in that market. 


the country, at this time too much disturbed; the The Carolina banks only about three per cent, 
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discount; the Virginia banks, even those which 
were reported dead, only about two per cent. dis- 
count; and the pet bank of this District—the Me- 

` tropolis—which had been the subject of so many 
melancholy predictions, was at the rate of one per 
cent. discount, and no more! Allis going on well, 
(said Mr. B.) It was nearly “the last of pea time ite 
with distress memorials; and as the cry,of distress 
began in the Senate, he presumed it would end in 
the. Senate; and that, henceforth, nothing more 
would. be heard than the faint and lingering ac- 
cents of dying out an exanimate alarm. 


“Mr. HENDRICKS repelled the idea that the || 


memorial which he had just presented to the Sen- 
ate had been produced in any degree by the panic 
which pervades the country, or. that it had been 
gotten up for political effect. The people of Swit- 
verland county were not panic-makers, nor were 
they more liable to alarm from danger at a distance 
than the people of other portions of the Union. In 
this instance he believed they were much less 
liable to alarm than many others. They stated 
facts connected with their own business. The 
produce business, in which many of them are 
engaged, is deeply affected by the distracted and 
depressed condition of thecurrency. They see, and 
they feel, and they cannot be mistaken in the facts 
they state. He had referred, when up before, to 
the condition of the New Orleans market, to the 
fact that bankruptcies, unparalleled in number and | 
extent, had taken place in that commercial city, 

and thatit was believed the means of receiving and 

paying for the produce of the upper country was 

not to be found there. In that reference he had | 
allusion, among other things, to a letter which he 

had seen in the hands of a Senator on the floor, 


and such information was generaily more to be |; 


relied on than the prices current. That letter did | 
speak of unparalleled failures in that city; and that 
information accorded well with the experience of , 
many who had recently been engaged in the pro- 
duce business on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 
‘Mr. HL repeated that this memorial had not been 
gotten up for political effect. He would remind 
the Senate of aremark he had made when first up, 
that the memorial was signed indiscriminately by 
men of all parties. He would venture the asser- 
tion, that there were many names on that paper of 
persons as warmly devoted to the present Chief 
Magistrate and his Administration, as any indi- 
vidual within the sound of his voice; men who, 
although they disapprove of the removal of the 
deposites, and of the measures which have pro- 
duced the present state of things, yet have undi- 
minished confidence in the purity and integrity of 
the motives which induced the measure—men 


who indulge in no denunciations, who believe the |: 


| A bill for the relief of George K. Jackson; 


A bill granting the right of preémption to John 
Yantis; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Hartfield, his as- 
signee or legal representative; i 

A bill for the relief of Henry Waller; 

A bill for the relief of Charles J. Hand; , 

A bill for the relief of the administrators of Bo- 
litha Laws, deceased; 

A biil to remove the office of surveyor general 
of the public lands in Ohio, Indiana, and the Mich- 
i igan Territory; 

A bill for the relief of Lieutenant Archibald S. 
Campbell; 

A bill for the relief of Capt. Wolcott Chauncey; 

A bill for the relief of William Mann; and 

A. bill for the relief of Colonel A. R. Woolley. 
~ A bill for the repair of the Mars’ Hill military 
| road, in the State of Maine, was, on motion of 
| Mr. Tieton, laid upon the table. 

PENSION FUND. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the report of the Com- 
i mittee on the Judiciary relative to the conduct of | 
the Bank of the United States in relation to the 
pension fund. 

Mr. KANE resumed and concluded his remarks 
| against the report of the committee, and in sup- 
port of the message of the President. He was 

followed by Messrs. CLAYTON, WRIGHT, 
, BIBB, FORSYTH, PRESTON, and KING of | 
| Alabama. 
| The question was then taken on the following 


i 
i 


l 


| resolution, cffered as an amendment to the resolu- |: 


= : 
| postponed to this day, was, on motion of Mr. E. 


| WHITTLESEY, in consequence of the absence 
| of Mr. Wise, postponed to Monday next. 


The memorial from the citizens of York county, 
Pennsylvania, presented last Monday by Mr, BAR- 
NITZ, and postponed to this day, came up. 

Mr. B. went at length into an argument against 
the removal of the deposites, and the policy of the 
Administration relative to the Bank of the United 
States. After going on a little more than an hour, 
Mr. B. moved that the further consideration of 
the subject be postponed to Monday next, upon 
which the question was taken and carried: Ayes 
; 79, noes 42. 


The memorial of the citizens of Norfolk county, 
Virginia, presented by Mr. Lovar on Monday 
i last, and postponed to this day, came up. 

Mr. L. went into an exposition and defence of 
his course upon this question, in reference to the 
views of his constituents, which occupied about 
an hour. In conclusion, he moved that the me- 
morial be laid on the table, and printed; which 
was agreed to. a 


The memorials from Washington and other 
| counties in Ohio, presented on Monday last by 

Mr. Vinton, and postponed fo this day, came up. 
Mr. V. moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the memorial from the counties 
of Washington and others, in the State of Ohio, 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, to which has been referred the 
bill “ to regulate the deposite of the moneys of ihe 
United States in certain local banks,” with instruc- 
tions to strike from said bill all after the enacting 


i tion reported by the committee: 
| Resolved, That the act of Congress for the relief | 
of certain officers and soldiers of the Revolution, | 


are properly acts providing for the payment of | 
military pensions— : 

And decided by. the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Forsyth, Fre- 
linghuysen, Kent, King of Georgia, Leigh, Mav- 
i gum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, Rob- 
| bins, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster—28. 

NAYS—Messrs, Benton, Brown,Grundy, Hill, 
Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, McKean, Morris, 
Robinson, Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, White, Wilkins, 
Wright—15. yee 
| The question was then taken on the following | 
: resolution, as a further amendment to the resolu- 
‘tion reported: 
Resolved, That no power is conferred by any 


j 


t 
i 
{ 
| 
i 


President of the United States to be an honest 
man, an ardent patriot, and one who would make, 
for the perpetuity of our free institutions, as great 
sacrifices as any other, It is not for political effect 
that such men make such statements as are con- 
tained in the memorial just presented. All their np- 
litical feelings are on the other side of the question. 

Mr. SILSBEE presented a remonstrance of cit- 


izens of Massachusetts against the renewal of the | 


patent of John Ames; which was laid on the table. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a similar remon- 
strance from other citizens of that State. 
order, 
REPORTS. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
Indian department, and gave notice that he should 
call it up to-morrow, with a view to its passage, 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made unfavorable reports apon— 

The petition of John Walker; 

The petition of Henry Weirick; and 

The petition of Mrs. McNair, widow of Alexan- 
der MeNair 
All of which were read, and concurred in. 

BILLS. ` 


. 


The following bills were read a third time, and |! 


passed: 


A bill for the relief of Martha Bailey, and others; 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joseph Rowe, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Frances Barham, deceased, and her 
husband, Fielding Barham; 


Same |; 


aw upon the Department or Secretary of War to 
emove the agency for the payment of pensions, 

under the said act of the 7th June, 1832, and the 
| funds, books, and papers connected with that 
|| agéhey, from the Bank of the United States, and 
| to appoint other agents to supersede that bank in 


i! 
i 
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tt 


| 
il 
| 
| 


| es or one of jis branches have been established, 
| except when specially authorized by act of Con- 
| gress. 
it was decided in the affirmative. 
The Senate then, on motion of Mr, M 
| adjourned. 


} 
i 
i 
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ANGUM, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 26, 1834. 
The further consideration of the memorial here- | 


| 
| 


| passed on the 15th May, 1828, and the act supple- |! 
; mentary to that act passed on the 7th June, 1832, |: 


clause, and insert in lieu thereof a bill directing 


i| the deposites of the money of the United States 


to be hereafter made in the Bank of the United 
States, and for the renewal of the charter of said 
bank, with such modifications thereof as said 
committee shall deem expedient. 

Mr. V. supported the resolution in a very zeal- 
ous speech; after concluding which, he withdrew 
his resolution, and moved to refer the memorials 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and that they be printed; which was 
agreed to. 

The memorial from sundry inhabitants of Bel- 
mont county, Ohio, presented on Monday last, b 
Mr. Brut, of that State, and postponed to this 
day, came up. 

Mr. BELL, after a few preliminary remarks, 
moved that the memorial be read, laid on the 
table, and printed; which was agreed to. 

The further consideration of the memorial pre- 
sented on Monday last from citizens of Wayne 
county, Indiana, by Mr. McCARTY, was, on 
motion of that gentleman, postponed until Mon- 
day next. 

The resolutions passed at a public meeting of 
the citizens of the county of Jones, in the State of 
| Mississippi, held at the court-house, presented by 
| Mr. Prummer on the 19th instant, being under 
consideration— i 

Mr. P. rose and said, that a voice 
been heard from the workingmen of 
His predictions on this floor a few weeks ago had 
been verified. The Democracy of that State (ke` 
said) had risen in their might, and resolved to live 
free or die. They have resisted the temptations 
held out to them by the bank. They have indig- 
nantly refused to seli their liberties, go dearly pur- 
chased by the blood of their fathers, toa moneyed 
corporation, for a few millions of rag-money dol- 
lars. They have, like the patriots of the Revolu- 
tion, borne the pressure of the times until the last 
turn of the screw, without a murmur or a groan; 
and then, as if by enchantment, burst asunder the 
whole machinery by which the United States bank- 

: ingdnstitution sought to cramp, confine, and en- 
: slave them; and added another chapter to the evi- 
dence already adduced to prove that the people are 
the source of all power. The voice of that portion 
of the people of Mississippi, who had at all times 
stood by him and sustained him in his eforts to 
put down the aristocracy of the State and raise the 
standard of equal rights and equal privileses on its 
ruins, had at length been raised, (said Mr. P.) 
and the echo has reached the halis of the National 
Legislature. The citizens of the county of Jones 


i 


had at'length 


Mississippi. 


| 


ii tofore presented by Mr. Wiss, which had been 


| 
1 
Í 


in that section of the State of Mississippi where 
there wes as much patriotism, as much love of 


liberty, as much devotion to our free institutions, 
and he would ventare to assert without the fear of 
contradiction by any one who knew the people as 
well as he knew them, in that section of the State, 
where the people were more ready to defend from 
violation the principles of that Constitution handed 
down to them by the sages of °76, and more ready 
to resist the encroachments of power upon their 
rights and liberties than any portion of the peaple 


of the Union, convened at the court-house on the } 
19ih day of March last, and resclved that they had | 


unshaken confidence in the integrity, firmness, and 
patriotism of the present Chief Magistrate, who 
has so often received the unqualified approbation 
of a large majority of bis fellow-citizens. And 
that the course which he has pursued in relation to 


the United States Bank, particularly as evidenced | 


by the removal of the deposites from that institu- 
tion, increases and strengthens his claims upon the 
gratitude and admiration of his countrymen. That 
“they approve of the course pursued by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury (Mr. Taney) in removing 
the public deposites, and that the removal of the 
people’s money from an institution so dangerous 
and corrupt, was but an act of justice to the out- 
raged moral sentiments of an abused and unsullied 
people. That they viewed with contempt the con- 
duct and course pursued by the bank party at a 
public meeting lately held at Natchez, which they 
conceive to be a prelude to worse times, if the 
bank should succeed in obtaining a recharter. 
That the recharter of the United States Bank was 
in their opinion dangerous to our present demo- 
cratical form of Government—to the rights and 
privileges of the people—-and should be opposed 
by all good men. And they further resolved that 
they viewed with regret that some of their public 
men had become like cattle in the field, subject to 
be bought and sold. 


The working portion of the community, he said, i 
n movement madeby the bone and sinew of the coun- 


were the last to become excited upon a question of 
great national importance, and the last to make a 
movement towards expressing their sentiments in 
relation to theaffairs of Government; but when they 
do move, (said Mr. P.,) theircourseis like the rush- 


ing of the mighty winds; their might is like that | | 
4 by the panic-makers of the bank, and nothing can |} 


of the waves of the ocean; the force of their opin- 
ions is like the power of the boisterous hurricane, 
driving everything before it and humbling to the 
dust the haughty oaks of the political forest that 
refuse to bow submission to their opinions. There 
is no power on earth that can withstand their in~ 
fluence. Neither the officers of a free Govern- 
ment, ‘clothed with a little brief authority,” nor 
the monarch on his throne, with absclute sway, 
can resist their mandates. There was (he said)a 
Latin maxim which be had often heard quoted by 
those who had a knowledge of that language, the 
meaning of which he understood to be, ‘* The voice 
of the people is the voice of God.” [f such (said 
he) is the power of the people, who can stand out 


9 
p 


against their expressed opinions? Itis true, sir, | 
(said Mr. P.,) we hearthose who set themselves ap |) 


as the rulers of the people, but who in fact are 
their mere servants, declare their intention ‘to 
discard everything like party action, when they 
shall be called to decide upon the great leading 


principles of Government,” notwithstanding how- ; 
ever their declarations and professions, when they | 
see the expressions of the workingmen of the | 
country written on the wall, they will tremble be- | 
fore the omnipotent political power of the people, | 
and their knees will smite together like Belshaz- | 
Standing, as he did, by himself, in opposi- | 
tion to the aristocracy of the State, professing to | 
advocate the principles of the workingmen, at a i 


zars. 


time when it seemed that the bank had purchased 
the liberties of the people, so far as individuals 
could be found to sell themselves, and had forced 
others by the exercise of her all-controiling influ- 
ence, to bow submission to her mandates; it was 
.(he said) gratifying to his feelings to find, when 


opposed, abused, persecuted, and nullified by the | 
advocates of the bank, and frowned upon by the | 


blind followers of men disregarding principle and 
professing to support the measures of the present 
Administration, that he was sustained by those 


who had stood by him in all his political strug- | 


gles for principle in opposition to the combined 
influence of National Republicanism, Nullification, 
and Jacksonism. 

The name of Jones county, and her old and 


man of the meeting with whom he fought side b 

side, in the legislative councils of the State, for 
those Démocratic principles now recognised as the 
constitutional law of Mississippi, operated on him 
(be suid) like a charm; was musie to his soul, and 
encouraged him to redouble his exertions in sup- 
port of the efforts of the Chief Magistrate to relicve 
the people from the rag-mensy bondage of the 
bank, aud the haughty power of an irresponsible 
moneyed corporation, calculated io prostrate the 
rights of the States and destroy the liberties of the 
people. The people who composed that meeting 
are no men worshippers; they are not the blind 
followers of any man or set of men; they support 


and oppose them when wrong; they have decided 
that-thebody-politic has not become so debilitated, 


te 
uc 


the Government cannot continue to exist without 
a moneyed monopoly to lean upon for support. 
They bave said that they are not prepared for 
slavery; they have shown themselves worthy of 
that rich inheritance handed down to them by the 
patriots of the Revolution; they havededlared them- 
selves capable of self-governraent. 

Public meetings (Mr. P. said) had been held by 
the people, in different parts of the Siate, got up 
by the aristocrats, the national republicans, nuli- 
fiers, tariffites, and. those indebted to the bank, 
denouncing the Administration and its course on 
the bank question, and sustaining the rest of the 
delegation. False representations have been made 
to enlist the people on the side of the bank. Pub- 
lic meetings have also been called by the office- 


crats, and men worshippers, self-styling them- 
; selves the Democratic Republicans of the State, 
| condemning the wiwole delegation, without distinc- 
tion of persons. But this (he said) was the first 


i try, uninfluenced by partisan feelings or sinister 
| motives for the purpose of approving of the course 
‘pursued vy the Adiminisiration in relation to the 
United States Bank. ‘The people have been excited 
to action against the political moves putin motion 


appease their wrath, or calm the troubled waters, 
short ofa total abandonment of the unconstitutional 
and oppressive banking system adopted by the 
General Government. : 

A few weeks ago, the most of the leading poli- 
ticiang of the State had taken a stand in opposition 
| to ‘the course pursued by the Pfesident, or seemed 


side of the people or the bank. But one man 
among the literati of the State (he said) bad had 
the firmness and independence to encourage him 
to stand firm in the course he had taken during the 
present session, and the office-holders-and man- 
worshippers had even succeeded in destroying the 
confidence of the Executive in him. Things were, 
(he said) however, getting right. The leaders 
i would be compelled to bow in submission to pub- 
| lic opinion. ‘Lhe citizens of Jones county are not 
| office-seekers. They have no other objectin view 
than the good of their country. They have spoken 
the honest convictions of their hearts, without 
fear, favor, or affection of men, and without any 
reward, hope, or promise thereof. They have 
spoken the language of freemen, and the senti- 
ments of the Democracy of Mississippi. 

Thesé things (he said) were not confined to the 
State he had the honor in partto represent. They 
are spreading to the remotest corners of the Union. 
The workingmen of Massachusetts are awakening 
from their lethargy. The Democracy of theancient 


tyranny of Great Britain, are resolved not to be 
the last to resist the encroacliments of a purse- 
proud aristocracy. The Republicans of Berkshire, 
the Congressional district represented by the hon- 
orable gentieman before him, [Mr. Bricas,}] which 
he (Mr. P.) claimed as his birthplace, were deter- 
mined (he said) not to be outdone by their sister 
States in the race of patriotism, on the great ques- 
ion now convulsing the nation. They, too, as 
well as the people of the South, have discovered 
that the tide of moneyed influence has been for 
many years undermining their original principles, 
and washing away those rights and privileges 
guarantied to them by the magna charta of their 


ji nor the energies of the people reduced so low, that : 


! holders, office-seekers, and the Jacksonian aristo- | 


to hesitate on which side to enlist, whether on the | 


Commonwealth, who were the first to resist the | 


the measures of the Administration when right, |! 


ane 


efore the foundations of the Republic 
have crumbled from beneath them; and while itis 
| yet io their power to redress their wrongs by Jegal 
! and constitutional means, they, too, are resolved 


| are being riveted on their limbs by a haughty 
| moneyed aristocracy. They, too, have discovered ` 
| thatthe day is fast approaching, when, to assert ©: 
| their rights as freemen, will subject them ‘to the — 
' stigma of traitors and punishment of rebels; and 
| that they are already dencuniced as tories and ene- 
mies to their country. He said he held in his hand 
a letter, received a few days since from a friend 
and relative, dated at Richmond, Massachusetts, 
on the 6.h instant. The writer (be said) was a 
Democrat of the old school, dyed inthe wool. He 


i is (said Mr. P.) a workingman in principle as well 


as practice. . Fle is a carpenter and house-joiner 
by trade; and, by the fruits of his industry, has 
| been enabled, for a few years past, to cultivate a 
‘ farm, the proceeds of which he depends upon to 
‘support his family. He is no office-seeker, no 
| political juggier, and has nothing but the good of 
; his country at heart. Although theletter was not 
| intended for the public eye, it accorded so well 
i with his own opinigas, that he could not refrain 
| 


' from reading some extracts therefrom, believing, 
| as he did, that it spoke the language of the work- 
: ingmen of old Berkshire. Mr. P.'then read the 
i following extracts: i : 

|“ Permit me to return you my sincere thanks 
; ‘for the favors shown in sending me public docu- 
‘ments. It has furnished me with some interest- 
‘ing intelligence, which I could not otherwise 
‘have obtained. You will excuse me for the lib- 
‘erty Itake. Jam neithera writer nor a politician; 
‘that you know by mywriting. Thereforeit would 
| ‘not become me, as a plain farmer, or a laboring 
; man, to write to a gentlemamtin the Congress of 
' ‘the United States, giving my views on any par- 
i ticular subject which they have in‘ their trust. 
; ‘Bat having confidence, sir, that you will make 


‘allowance for my inabilities, and not expose 


‘them, F will give a few ideas of my own, how- 
| fever they may differ from any one else. [I have 
| ‘just read the President’s protestagainst the usur- 
‘pation of the Senate. It is noble, patriotic; like 
i all other of his writings, worthy of, the highest 
i ‘place in the pages of our history. .I am not mas- 
| ‘ter enough of language to give it the exalted sta- + 
tion it merits. That, together with the veto, 
‘ought to be engraved in large letters of gold, and 
‘raised so high in the heavens that it can be read > 
‘by every individual that inhabits this globe; < F 
“have read a small pamphlet which was sent to 
‘my friend, pretending to prove that credit is pre- 
‘ferable to coin. When our farmers read.any- 
‘thing that is trying to substitute paper or credit 
‘in place of gold and silver, there is a kind: of: in- 
‘action and gloom upon their faces, which renders 
‘them very unpleasant. But when they read ofa 
| scheme that will do away small bank notes, and 
i ‘substitute specie in their stead, there seems to be 
‘a lively action, and their-countenances are like 
| «the spring-blossoms after a long winter. 
| ** People in this place, I think I may safely say, 
i 
t 


| Care getting more and more in favor of the meas- 
| ures pursued by the President in relation to the 
| ‘bank. His most bitter enemies say they do not 
‘like so powerful an institution as that of Mr. 
‘ Biddle’s bank, and that it ought not to exist any 
“longer, but do not wish that President Jackson 
‘should have the honor of pulling it down under | 
‘his Administration. As f view the sabject, I 
‘hope and implore the goodness of Almighty God 
‘that so powerful, overbearing, and corrupt an 
‘institution, that can give into the hands of a small 
t class of people the power, as well as influence, 
| € to distress a whole nation, might in this our day 
| *be purged from our Republic. If those are not 
| © your views, permit me, sir, as you have a better 
| “opportunity to form a more correct knowledge of 
| the subject, to ask of you to give me a slight 
‘view, by way of letter. 

« Perhaps, sir, you may think I take a great 
interest in this bank concern fora man in my 
capacity and occupation of life. I certainly: do. 
There bas never been, since 1816, in my opinion, 
a subject brought up before the people of the 
United States that ought to wakeup and callthe 
attention of every individual: citizen like. this. 
I hope that institution which has. been called by 


| 
| 
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| not to sleep while the chains of domestic slavery | - 
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* thename of the United States Bank, wiil never 
‘be rechartered for any term of time, however 
‘ short, upon any conditions or modifications what- 
‘t soever; for I do not think that that institution 
‘was ever properly entitled to that namé. My 
‘reasons for this are, the people generally have 
‘not been led to the inquiry of the principles and 
‘situation of the bank, as they otherwise would, 
thad it not been called by that name. Our good 
t honest farmers have supposed, until very lately, 
‘f that bills on the United States Bank were as safe 
t to be locked up in their chests as the gold and 
‘ silver—supposing the United States accountable | 
for all the bills issued from that bank, and would 
‘redeem them at any future day. Now they 
‘begin to see their trust is in the hands of aclass of 
‘individual speculators. Let every institution be 
‘called by the name of its proper owners. Just 

as I was about to close my scribbles, Mr. 
$ called on me; after passing the usual compliment, 
‘ I inquired how the Administration stood in his 
‘estimation? (not expecting any very favorable 
“answer, knowing that he had been, ever since 
t Jackson’s election, violently opposed to his Ad- 
‘ministration ;)he said, hesupposed 1 had reference 
‘ particularly to the removal of the public moneys 
‘from the United States Bank. Thus far, said he, 
‘I can say, the people of the United States will yet 
‘bless Old Hickory for the decided measures he 
‘has taken withthat bank. If that institution can 
‘ cause so great a pressure, and create such a panic, 
‘ throughout the whole United States at this time, 
‘what could it not do in a few years more? He 
€ not only spoke his own mind, but: the minds of 
‘many others of the same stamp. These sayings 
‘confirm what I have already said.” 

Such language might not be very acceptable to 
those who differ with him in opinion, and those 
who charged every ne that sustained the Admin- 
istration, on the bank question, with being under 
the influencé of improper motives, and particularly 
to those who intimate that all who support this 
measure of the Executive, are the ‘slaves and 
vassals of Andrew Jackson, and that they were 
ready to exchange the Constitution and the law for 
the will of a weak old man.” Such language 
needed no reply. It was, in his opinion, unwor- | 
thy of that character which every gentleman on 


that floor ought to maintain, It was not, he said, | 


the voice of prudence and discreti 


on, aiming at the 
good of the country, 


but it was the language of 


mad ambition, reckless of the interests o ii ; ; 
d 2 ROOTES erests of the j! the removal of the deposites; the consideration of 


people, and everything else save the prostration of 
the popularity of the present Administration, the 


elevation of their political God to power, and a | Wellborn, jr 
3 iy 


division of the “loaves and fishes” among the 
hungry curs of their party. They are the fulmina- 
tions of a crazed brain, distracted by being disap- 
pointed in his political aspirations. They are the | 
yavings and rantings of that party who threaten 
one day to destroy the Union, rather than submit 
to an unconstitutional and oppressive system of | 


e 


taxation, which they themsalvesare the authors of, 
and the next. day attempt to excite the people to 
rebellion, because they will not bow submission to 
an irresponsible corporation, about to enslave a | 
free country, which they 
in violation of the Constitution. 

The proceedings of a public meeting at Holmes- 
ville, Pike county, which were heretofore pre- 
sented by Mr. PLUMMER, and postponed to 
this day, came up. 

Mr. PLUMMER went into too extended an 
exposition upon the subject for to-day ’s paper. 

In conclusion, he moved that these 
be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial and series 
of resolutions adopted by sundry citizens of Hal- | 
lowell, Maine, in opposition to the course of the 
Administration relative to the Bank of the United 
States; which, after an explanation, he moved to 
lay on the table and have printed. Agreed to. 

Mr. HALL presented a memorial praying for 
a post route; which was referred. 

Mr. MILLER, by leave of the House, moved 
that 30,000 copies of the reports of the m 
and minority of the Investigating 
the concerns of the United States 
accompan 
printed. 

Mr. HIESTER su 
ficient. 


themselves admit to be | 


Committee into 
j Bank, with the | 
ying documents and correspondence, be 


ggested that 15,000 was suf- 


i} The bill for the relief of Matt 
i| amended by the Senate, 


| 
| 
i act to alter a 
| read twice, and refer 
| and 

roceedings |! K 
P 8s ji twice, and referred. 


t 
| President of the United States, by the hands of 
|| Mr. DonsLsoy, 


noved || the Count de Rochambeau, 
ajority |! 


| of State, respecting the sam 


Mr. KING moved that ten thousand copies be l 
printed. , 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired whether upon this mo- 
tion the reports would be sent out together? 

Mr. MiLLER said, his view was that they 
should be printed separately, but that the corre- | 
spondence, which was the most important portion |! 
of the papers, should be annexed to each. He 
thought it would be more convenient to gentlemen 
on all sides of the Hlouse, to have the reports 
separate. As to the number, which might appear 
to be large, it would afford the members butabout 
one hundred and fifty each for distribution. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mixer, ] 
so that the majority and minority reports be print- | 
ed together. 

Mr. EVANS raised a question of order. 

When the motion to print was, agreeably to the 
rules of the House, laid on the table until to-mor- 
row. 

Petitions ahd memorials were presented by 
Messrs. OSGOOD, LINCOLN, BRIGGS, and 
GRENNELL, of Massachusetts. | 

Mr. BURGES presented certain proceedings of 
the House of Representatives of Rhode Island; 
which, on his motion, was postponed to Monday 
next. 

Memorials and petitions were also presented by 
Mr. D. J. PEARCE, of Rhode Ísland; 

Messrs, BARBER and YOUNG, of Connecti- 
cut; 

Mr. DEMING, of Vermont; 

Messrs. PIERSON, BROWN, DICKSON, 
ADAMS, BEARDSLEY, and CLARK, of New 
York; Messrs. H. KING, LAPORTE, STOD- | 
DERT, MOORE, HAWES, BEATTY, CHIL- 
TON, and LEA. 

Mr. BURD offered the following resolution, 
which was agreed to. _ 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of causing a survey and examination to be made 
i by a competent engineer, of the route between 
Cumberland, Maryland, and Newry or Hollidays- 
burg, in Eluntingdon county, Pennsylvania, with 
| a view to connect the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
and the Pennsylvania Canal, by a turnpike or 
| railroad, as may appear most expedient. 

Mr. WATMOUGH presented several memo- 
| rials from Montgomery county, on the subject of |! 


| which were postponed till Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Isaac 
asking the confirmation of his title 
to a tract of land reserved to Thomas Harrison, 
under the treaties of 1817 and 1819, between the 
United States and the Cherokee tribe of Indians; 
which was. referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The bill to revise and amend the act for the relief 
of insolvent debtors, passed by the Elouse of Rep- 
resentatives, and amended by the Senate, was 
taken up, and, on motion of Mr. E. W HITT LE- 
SEY, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
hew Daly, as 
was taken up, and the 


amendment concurred in, 
The bill from the Senate, supplementary to the 

nd amend the several acts imposing 

duties on imports, approved July 14, 1832, was 

ved to the Committee of Ways 

eans. 

Several private bills from the Senate were read 


The following message was received from the 


his Private Secretary: 


To the House of Representatives i 
of the United States: | 
I transmit a letter from the Marquis de Rocham- i 
beau, to the Minister of the United States in France, | 
referring to the petition of certain descendants of 
which was communi- 
resentatives, with my 
1833. Extracts from |! 
gston to the Secretary || 
r e subject, are also sent, 
I likewise transmit for the consideration of the 


House, a petition from the heirs of Baron de 


cated to the House of Rep 
message of 22d February, 
the dispatches of Mr. Livin 


Lafayette,) praying remuneration for services ren- 
dered by the Baron, to the United States, during 
the war of the Revolution. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

WASHINGTON, 19ih May, 1834. : 

On motion of Mr. E. EVERETT, the above 
message, with the accompanying papers, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WARD, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, May 27, 1834. 
A message upon executive business was re- 


| ceived from the President of the United States, by 


Mr. Donerson, his Private Secretary. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. SMITHI presented the remonstrance of a 
number of the inhabitants of Connecticut against 
the renewal of the patent of John Ames, paper- 
maker. 

Mr. EWING presented the memorial of 1163 
inhabitants of Washington county, Ohio, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States, and the renewal of the charter of 
that institution. Referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, that in the in- 
telligent and philanthropic community in which it 
was his pleasure to reside, great efforts had been 
made, and pains taken to improve the condition 
and elevate the moral character of the sailors in 
the mercantile marine of the United States. Ex- 
ertions had been made to educate them, and to 
teach them the value of property, by means of 
saving institutions. These means had been pro- 
moted and assisted by a clergyman coming from 
the class itself, and it was hoped that much pro- 
gress had been made in the substantial improve- 
ment of the sailor. A large number of the citizens 
of Boston had united in a memorial to Congress 
on this subject, and they were of opinion that a 
portion of the revenue arising from the commerce 
| of the country, which the sailor contributes essen- 
i tially to promote and increase, ceuld not be better 
applied than to establish the means of giving him 
| intellectual and moral improvement. - This memo- 
rial he held in his hand, and it was signed by per- 
sons in various public stations: first, by the muni- 
cipal officers of Boston; next by clergymen; then 
by merchants, ship-owners, seamen, and others. 
Mr. W. said it was well known that this class of 
persons were always the objects of the particular 
care of Government, They were so in the United 
States. Hence the means which had been pro- 
vided for the support and maintenance of sick and 
disabled seamen. And perhaps it would be no 
extravagant extension of this charity to provide 
the means of their education. This, however, was 
a subject for the consideration of the committee to 
whom this memorial would be referred. 

Mr. W. moved its reference to the Committee 
on Commerce; which was agreed to. 


REPORTS. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill to amend an act entitled 
‘“ An act for the relief of the surviving officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the Rev- 
olution,” passed in 1832. The bill was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made a report unfavorable to the 
petition of Major George Gibson; which was con- 
curred in. ? 

_ The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
unfavorable to the petition of John Walker, was 
concurred in. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should, 
to-morrow, move that the Senate proceed to ex- 
ecutive business. 

Mr. CLAY gave notice that on to-morrow he 
would move for leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion, the object of which would be to reassert f 
what the Senate had asserted in a resolution of 
its own, that the reasons of the Secretary for the 
removal of the deposites were unsatisfactory and 
insufficient; and to provide, that after the first of 


Kalb, (accompanied by a. note from General 


July next, all deposites of the public revenue shall 
be made in the Bank of the United States and its 


D 
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branches, according to the sixteenth section of the 
bank charter. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
PRESTON: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
the Senate a statement showing the names of the 
several pensioners who are now or may have been | 
heretofore placed on the pension rolis, designating 
their rank, annual allowance, the sums which they | 
have severally received, the laws under which their 


i 
i 
pensions have been granted, the date when placed || 
i 


upon the roll, their ages, and theStates and coun- | 
ties in which they severally reside; also, the names | 
of the pension agents who have received compen- 
sation as such, and the amount of such compensa- 


tion, and the act under which it was allowed; the | 
names of the clerks who are, and who have been, 
employed in the Pension Office, and the sums |: 
paid them as compensation, with an aggregate |; 
statement of the whole sum disbursed on account |! 
of pensions. 

By Mr. POINDEXTER: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury || 
be directed to communicate to the Senate copies || 
of the several reports made by the agentsappointed || 
to examine into the condition of the land offices 
for the sale of the public lands, and the conduct of 
the several registers and receivers during the year |! 
1833, together with the documents and other evi- 
dence annexed to said reports. 

RHODE ISLAND ELECTION. | 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the several | 
orders of the day were suspended, and the Senate 
took up the report of the select committee in the 
case of the contested election of Messrs. ROBBINS | 
and POTTER. i 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the report || 
of the majority was read; after which the report 
of the minority [Mr. Wrienr}] was also read. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution submitted by the majority, to wit: | 
“That Asurr Ross:ys is duly and constitution- 
‘ally elected a Senator of the United States, to 
‘ represent the State of Rhode Island for six years 


t from the fourth of March last,” and determined | 


in the affirmative, by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, Silsbee, 
Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tipton, Tom- 
linson, Waggaman, and Webster—27. 
NAYS-—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 


Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of || 


Georgia, Linn, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tall- |! 
madge, White, Wilkins, and Wright—16. | 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- | 
ï DENT. ! 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the reso- |; 
lution of Mr. Bss, proposing an amendment to || 


the Constitution of the United States as it respects || e 
: Each would read, and each would be desirous to 


the election of President and Vice President of the 
United States. š 
Mr. BIBB then addressed the Senate in expla- 


nation of the mode of election which he proposed. jj 


Ee condemned the present mode by electors, and 
supported and advocated an election of the Presi- 
dent immediately by the people. 
an election devolving, in any instance, on the j 
House of Representatives, and was in favor of 


providing, that whenever it should happen that no | 
candidate for the presidency obtained a majority |; 
of the whole number of votes given, the election į; 


should return to the people, and so toties quoties | 
whenever such was the result. 
Mr. B., at four o’clock, gave way, without con- || 
cluding, to Mr. MANGUM, on whose motion, |! 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. i 
Turspay, May 27, 1834. 
Mr. E. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the |; 
relief of Nathaniel P. Tatem; read twice and 
committed. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, reported the bill to | 
alter and amend the act for the relief of certain 
insolvent debtors of the United States, recommend- 
ing the concurrence of the House in the amend- |; 
ments made thereto by the Senate. 
The House having agreed to take up the bill for 


He deprecated |; 


| other. 
| of economy, and of the expediency of enabling 
| the public to see both sides of the question at once. 


; tage. 


ied, for what reason he knew not. 


i consideration, the amendments of the Senate were 


concurred in. i 

Mr. BELL also reported the bill from the Sen- 
ate entitled ‘“ An act in addition to an act to pro- 
vide for the more effectual punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States,” withoutamend- 
ment; and, on his motion, the further considera- 


|| tion of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH moved that the Committee | 


of the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
to authorize the issue of writs of error from the 
courts of the United States in certain cases, rela- 


tive to patent rights, so as to bring it into the | 


House. 
Mr. BATES opposed the motion, and it was 


| negatived. 


Mr. WATMOUGH asked the unanimous con- 


; sent of the House to take up the bill to regulate 
the pay of the Army and Navy of the United į 
: States; which was objected to. i 


Mr. BEARDSLEY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Abel 
Wood; read twice and committed. 

Mr. MILLER moved the suspension of the 
rules of the House, in order to enable him to call 
up the motion submitted by him yesterday, to 
print an extra number of ihe bank invesiigation 
report; which was agreed to. 


The motion being to print thirty thousand copies | 


of the report of the committee, with the accompa- 
nying documents, and also the same number of 
copies of the report of the minority of the com- 
mittee, with the documents accompanying it, 
Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the motion, by 
requiring that the reports of the majority and of 
the minority of the committee be attached to each 


He said that if the two reports are printed sepa- 
rately, the accompanying documents must betwice 


printed; whereas, if the reports were united in one | 


pamphlet, one set of the documents would answer 
for both, 
Mr. LANE said, while he agreed with the hon- 


| orablegentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.Bricas] 
| that the object of printing extra numbers of the 
| reports was to disseminate correct information 


among the people, to make them acquainted with 
the action of this House, and to enlighten the pub- 
lic mind, he should vote against the amendment 
proposing to have the report of the majority and 
the appendix, and the report of the minority, 
printed and attached, in order that they shall be 
placed in the same hands at the same time, as he 
did not believe that mode best calculated to produce 
that result; that he desired them separate; they 
could then be. circulated to the best possible advan- 
The majority report, and the appendix by 
which it is sustained, can be forwarded to one 
individual, the minority report to his neighbor. 


see and read the other; and the ambition of each 


| would be increased to have the one he had read 


seen by his neighbor, in direct proportion to the 
excitement of his political feelings, or the desire 
he might feel to arrive at truth, and have others 
possess the same advantage. Whereas to place 
both in the hands of the same person, he would 
have it in his power to suppress the one or the 


other at his pleasure, and, therefore, to print and | 
distribute them separate, to his mind, had the ad- į 


vantage, as two to one; and this is the more desi- 
rable when we take into consideration the fact that 
to publish the highest number proposed—thirty 
thousand—will furnish to each member but one 
hundred and twenty-seven copies, and those to be 


| distributed among fifty thousand persons. | 
Mr. L. said he had another objection to uniting 


the reports. ‘To which would the appendix be 
affixed, the majority or the minority—to the report 
of the committee of the House, or to the bank 
report? From what we have seen, the evidence 
would be affixed to the bank report, and withheld 
from the other by the printer of this House. For, 
said Mr. L., on examining it—those printed and 
laid upon our tables—that course has been adopt- 
He would, 
therefore, vote against the motion to amend. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH would hardly believe (he ii office, t 
said) that there was a single member of the House '' from under his control. 


Fle advocated the motion on the ground || 
i 


| been ordered to be 


who was unwilling to send-out the views of the 
minority’on the subject. He rose principally to 


i; Say, that it was a mistake to suppose that the omis ` 


sion of the publication of the appendix: to the 
report of the majority was the fault of the printer 
of this House. If he was correctly informed, the 
report of the majority could not be found by the 
public printer in the Clerk’s office, and it did not 
reach him until he saw it in the columns of the 
Globe. The report of the minority falling into 
his hands, was published with theappendix.. But 
the appendix to the report of the majority was 
not published in the Globe, and was not consid- 
ered by them as an essential part of the report. 
He did not know that it was the intention of the 
majority to publish the correspondence. - The 
House would not judge that the public printer 


: had neglected his duty, and he wished that the 


editor of the Globe had done his. He had looked 
very anxiously in the Globe this morning for 
the report of the minority, and he did not find it 
there. It was now recommended to us to pursue 
the same course, and publish the report sepa- 
rately. He protested against this as an ex parte 
movement. ` 
Mr. BARRINGER said his object in rising was 
simply to say, that he was casually present when 
a note was received by the public printers from 
a member of the majority of tue committee, in 
which it was stated that the appendix was not 
considered as a part of the report, and had no* 
rinted, 
Mr. MUHLENBERG. The notespoke of the 
journal of the committee, not of the appendix. 
Mr. BARRINGER. Perhaps it was so. 
. Mr. THOMAS had endeavored (he said) to get 


| the floor before this debate was indulged in, be- 


lieving that he could satisfactorily explain this 
matter. As to the question whether the reports 


should be printed separately or united, he was 
i perfectly indifferent how the House decided it. 
| He should feel very little confidence in the con- 
clusions of the majority of the committee if he 
thought that the report of the minority was of a 
character which could, in the slightest degree, 
shake or impair those conclusions. Not one fact 


report of the minority. As to the inferences from 
| these facts, there might be a difference of opinion. 

He apprehended no difficulty from joining the two 
| reports. It appeared to be supposed that by 


be avoided. Butit wasnot so. The appendix of 
the majority report would not suit that of the mi- 
nority. It was differently arranged, and contained 
different selections from that prepared by’ the 
minority. Whether the reports were. published 
together or separately, no expense would be saved, 
even if that should be considered an important 
object. : 
Again, he was indifferent whether the reports 
were united or not, because, if any member should 
wish to send one without the other to a constituent, 
he would greatly lack in ingenuity if he could not 


i cut the piece of twine which unites them, and then 


send them separately. Of the propriety of sepa- 


rating or uniting them, each member must judge’ 
for himself, and consult the wishes of his con-, 


stituents. ; 

Another matter was connected with this which 
he was sorry to see brought into thedebate by one 
of the gentlemen (Mr. Exisworru] who was his 
colleague on the committee. We were told that 
the public printer could not obtain access to the 
report of the majority. He had been applied to, 
as a member of the committee, for a copy of the 
report for publication in the Globe, in order that it 


| might be published immediately. Being himself 
|| inexperienced in regard tothe usage in such cases, 


he consulted others, who told him thatit was proper 
and usual to give a copy for publication.. The 
documents, he knew, must soon reach the public 
eye, and it did not appear to him that any incon- 
venience could arise from granting the request. 


| With the consent of the other four members of the 


committee, who had assented to the majority re- 
port, he applied to Mr. Burch, one of the clerks of 
this House, and requested him to havea copy made 


i 


out under his direction, for the Globe; but asked 
him to have it done by one of the clerks in his 
and not to permit the original to be taken 
Some of his colleagues, 


| stated by the majority was contradicted by the: 


uniting the documents some little expense might: . 


p 
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printers that the appendix was not considered a 
part of the report. There was some mistake in 
this. With whom it originated he knew not. 
Most certainly his colleague, [Mr. Mann,] who 
had, during Mr. T.’s absence, undertaken to super- 
intend the publication of the report, had stated to 
the foreman in the office of the National Intelligen- 
cer, that the appendix was to be attached to the 
report. On his return to Washington on Monday, 
Mr. T. was surprised to find the report of the 
majority published without an appendix, while 
the appendix designed for the minority report 
was attached to it. He went to the office of the 
National Intelligencer for an explanation Hethere 
learned that the appendix to the majority report 
had ‘been omitted by mistake. It had now been 
properly arranged, and the House would‘no doubt 
have possession of it to-morrow. Mr.'T. said he 
did not understand the motive for the introduction 
of this small matter into this debate by the gentle- 
man from Connecticut. It could not certainly 
affect the merits of the grave questions which the 
House would soon be called to deliberate on. 
‘When they arose it would be time enough to enter 
on this discussion. 

Mr. E. EVERETT wished, he said, to make a 
short explanation in defence of individuals who 
were absent, and were accused of negligence of 
duty. Ele meant the public printers. 

Mr, THOMAS explained that it was far from 
his intention to impute any negligence of duty to 
the public printers. ; 

Mr: EVERETT did not understand any grave 
charge to be made; but that one was left to be 
inferred. lt had not been ordered by the commit- 
tee that the journal should be printed. It was 
sent down with the appendix, and the business of 
setting up the types of the journal was commenced. 
Happening to be at the printing office, he sug- 
gested to the printers that it was not intended to 


rs ie es t 
during his absence, had, it was said, informed the 


publish the journal; bat told them not to rely upon | 
a 


is impression, but to consult one of the majority 
of the committee.. This was done, and his impres- 
sion was fully confirmed. The fact was. ascer- 
tained that the journal was not ordered to be 
published. By a subsequent determination, the 
printer was ordered to print the journal; and we 
now had it on our tables. 

The gentleman says that the appendix of the 


report of the majority would not suit that of the | 


mimority. He did not know whether to consider 
this remark as exceptionable or not. The appen- 
dix of the minority was not extracted from the 
journal. It was a series of communications 
between the two committees, arranged in chrono- 
logical order. He had supposed that the order 


and rule of the House would require both of these | 
pte whether it | 


reports to be printed in one 
was so directed in the resolution or not. The 
views of theeminority were a part of the report. 
He had been a member of two committees—the 
retrenchment committee in 1828, and the commit- 
tee on the. apportionment bill; and he well recol- 
lected that the views of the minority of those com- 
mittees formed a part of the report. Ile had 
understood that, in 1828, the Clerk was requested 
by the majority of the retrenchment committee to 
separate their report from that of jhe minority; but 
he said it was a thing unheard of, and he refused 
to do it without the special order of the Speaker. 
The Speaker was applied to for the order, and did 
not give it. Which ever way the question was 
decided, the people should hear both sides from 
him. In order to facilitate his labor in sending 
the reports to his constituents, he wished to have 
but one packet to hold and but one address to write. 

Mr. THOMAS remarked, that it was errone- 
ously supposed that he intended to reflect upon 
the printer of the House. Hie had said that no 
inconvenience ‘had resulted from his having given 
a copy of the original report for publication, and 
no error had been committed by the printer of the 
House in consequence of that circumstance. The 
public printer had a copy both of the appendix 
and the journal; but he seemed to be at a loss to 
conceive why the appendix should be printed, 
as it consisted of extracts from the journal. This 
error of the printer had not, as the gentleman 
from Connecticut supposed, grown out of the fact 


that a copy of the report had been furnished to the | 


Globe. 


Mr. MANN said that having had something to 
do with the transaction, he felt called upon to 
explain what part he bore in it. If there was any 
error or mistake at all on the subject, it had sprung 
from two editorials in the Intelligencer, which he 
regarded as idle and pestiferous wind, knowing 
that as they applied to himself they were unmerit- 
ed. It became necessary that there should be a. 
copy of the original report, and that it should be 
corrected for the press. He was himself,in the 
absence of the chairman, laboriously engaged on 
Friday in performing this duty. When it was 
completed, he carried the report and documents, 
and the journal, to the office of the public printer 
on Friday evening. He did not find him there, 
and the next morning he carried them again, and 
left them with a person in the office. Will the 
public printer say that they had not the documents 
In time to print them and lay them on our tables? 
The printer, he also said, knew very well that the 
original report was in the hands of the clerk who 


was copying it, for he was there. The young | 


man labored diligently until twelve o’slock on 
friday in the work, when he [Mr. Many] assist- 
-ed him to finish it, and corrected it in the Globe. 
The censure of the gentleman from Connecticut 
must fall upon him for the inconvenience which he 
supposed the public printer to have suffered from 
the detention of the papers. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said the gentleman was 
wrong in supposing that he wished to cast any 
censure on him. He had spoken of a circum- 


| stance which to him appeared surprising, that a 
‘document, which the House ordered to be printed 


on Thursday morning: 

Mr. MANN. Thursday evening, sir. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. On Thursday afternoon. 
It was surprising to him that the document then 
ordered to be printed, did not reach the public 
printer till Saturday morning. The original pa- 
pers were taken away and detained till Saturday. 
It did appear to him as if some pains had been 
taken that the report should appear in the Globe, 
without the correspondence and without the report 
of the minority. 

Mr. MILLER said, that if the gentlemen had 
all made their explanations, he would submit a 
few remarks, although he regretted to protract a 
debate at: this important period of the session. As 
related to the mistake that had occurred in regard 
to the printing of the appendix, annexed to the 
report of the majority of the committee, he did 
not believe that much censure ought to be attached 
toanyone. Fle understood that some mistake had 
occurred, by which the journal of the committee 
had been blended unintentionally with the corre- 
spondence between the committee of this House 
and the representatives of the bank, That it was 
subsequently discovered, when the type were partly 
set, and the correction of this error had caused the 
delay. Such mistakes may occur without any 
blame being attached toany person. With regard 
to the question immediately before the House,: 
that of ordering both documents to be printed in 
one pamphlet, he viewed it as of very little im- 
portance. For himself, if they were printed sep- 
arately, he would send them both together to such 
of his constituents as the number printed would 
enable him to supply. He was not afraid to trust 
them with both sides of the question. He pre- 
sumed that other gentlemen would pursue the same 
course. 

The present motion appeared to have no other 
object than that of compelling members to send | 
them both together. He thought this matter | 
might be trusted to the discretion of gentlemen | 
themselves, and if members were disposed to sepa- 
rate them they could do so, notwithstanding” they 
were bound together with a small cord. 

In point of fact they were separate documents 
and had separate appendixes. This he knew | 
when he made the motion; and that had induced 
him to submit the motion in the form he had. 

He thought if the House printed an equal num- 
ber of each report it ought to be sufficient to repel 
the charge of a disposition to print and circulate 
partial information at the expense of the nation. 
According to strict parliamentary proceedings, the | 
views of the minority were not considered a report, 
and leave would have to be obtained to present them 
to the House. A different practice, however, had | 


prevailed in the House, and he was not disposed 


i before the bar of this House. 


to disturb it. .It was, perhaps, one that was 
founded in good sense. But as the reports were 
separate and distinct documents, he could see no 
obisao on the. part of the House to unite 
The decision that the House might meke 

e 


them. i j ) 
on the question was to him unimportant. 


! would, therefore, not trespass on the attention of 


the House, : 

Mr. BURGES was surprised, he said, that gen- 
tlemen who considered this motion so unimportant, 
should yet be so much opposed to it. It was the 
usage of the House to print in one view the reports 
of every member of a committee. The people 
wished to have the truth, and the whole truth. 
No one could vote against this motion without 
wishing to separate the allegations against the 
bank directors from their defence, &c. 

Mr. CHILTON supported the amendment of 
Mr. Brieas—when 

Mr. MILLER said he had no intention of 
sending forth garbled information to the people. 
Where reports had: been printed separately, as 
was the case with the majority and minority re- 


| ports of the Committee of Ways and Means the 


present session, he had felt it his duty to send 
them together. He had no idea that his motion 
would give rise to so much debate, and was per- 


| fectly willing to accept the amendment as a modi- 


fication of his motion, f 
The question having been stated upon fillin 
the blank with the highest number proposed, — 

thirty thousand— 

Mr. PINCKNEY was in favor of printing the 
largest number of both reports; he was particu- 
larly anxious that the minority report should be 


| extensively circulated, as it contained, as far as it 


went, sound and constitutional views. 

Mr. MASON inquired whether it was in order 
to discuss the contents of either of the reports 
upon the motion before the House? 

The CHAIR replied, upon a question of print- 
ing a document, the subject of it was open to dis- 
cussion to a certain extent. 

Mr. PINCKNEY proceeded: He wished to 
assign his reasons for voting to print the largest 
number. They were, perhaps, not the same rea- 
sons which would influence other members. The 


| only objection he had against the report of the 


minority was, that it did not go far enough in 
its constitutional views, but it went far enough te 
show the monstrous powers arrogated by thi: 
House, which involve the liberties of the people. 
They will see in the measures which may be adopt: 
ed—uniless the people themselves fly to the rescue- - 
the fetters which were forging for them; and i} 
they had a particle of regard for their liberties left, 
they would rise and repel this attempt to subjugate 
them. He was anxious that the report of thy 
minority of the committee might be extensively 
circulated in the State of Pennsylvania. It was 
that State which had placed General Jackson in 
the presidential chair. He wished that State to 
see this proposition to prostrate her sovereignty 
and drag fourteen of ber most respectable citizens 
Her citizens would 
be able, by this attempt to degrade that State, to 
understand the tyranny of the Administration. 


| The people of the State already know that every 


class is involved in unprecedented distress by its 
measures—they had seen the attempt made by 
the President to disgrace the Senate: 

The SPEAKER ealled the gentleman to order. 

Mr. P, said he was assigning the reasons why 
he should vote for printing the largest number of 
this document. The citizens of Pennsylvania 
might not know that it was now proposed to give 
this House power over the personal liberty of her 
citizens. They well knew their property was at 
the disposal of Congress—they might not be aware 
that their personal liberty was also at our disposal. 
They know that her meritorious sons, Messrs. 
Ingham and Duane, had been ignominiously dis- 
missed from office without cause; but they may not 
know that it was contemplated to drag fourteen 
of her most distinguished citizens as criminals 
before this Hopse. Fe wished the people of that 
State to read the reports and determine whether 
they would permit this to be done—whether that 
State will not interfere and rescue the personal 
rights and liberties of her citizens from being in- 
vaded in the manner proposed —— 

The CHAIR interposed. This was a question - 
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of printing merely—the debate at large on the sub- 
ject was postponed until Tuesday. 

Mr. P. said he would not pursue the topic at 
this time. The grounds taken by the House, in 
the adoption of the resolution, ought to Le under- 
stood. The people should know the flagrant j 
violation of their rights that had been committed j 
by the House. 

The CHAIR said, no reflections upon the pro- 
ceedings of the House were in order. 

Mr. PATTON hoped the gentlefnan would be 
permitted to proceed, and that an opportunity 
would be afforded for reply. 

The CHAIR said, that order must be pre- 
served. 

Mr. PINCKNEY wished the doctrines in these 
documents to be disseminated universally through- 
out the State of Pennsylvania, that her citizens 
might determine whether the proceedings of this 
louse, and the measures proposed by this com- 
mittee, do not involve an assumption of power 
which it was the duty of that State to resist. If, 
her citizens should be brought to the bar of the 
House, under the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee, he could not say which idea would ke most 
mortifying to him; that the House should have so 
far transcended its authority, or that the State of 
Pennsylvania should have tamely submitted to 
such a usurpation. 

Mr. MASON had not seen the report of the 
minority of the committee; but had no manner of 
objection that it should accompany the report of 
the majority. He trusted the example of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pinckney] would 
not be followed. He was not disposed to forestall 
public opinion as to the merits of either of these 
reports. As to his own share in the proceedings, 
he was prepared to abide the severest scrutiny to 
which bis conduct could be subjected. A day had 
been assigned for the consideration of this subject; 
when that arrived, he hoped a full discussion 
would be gone into; at this time, he hoped the 
question would be taken, without going into any 
further irregular discussion, 

Mr. BYNUM said he was sorry that the honor- 
able gentleman from Pennsylvania had consented to 
accept of the amendment of the honorable member 
from Massachusetis, as he conceived that amend- 
ment to have a partial reflection on a certain party 
in this House. He was prepared to vote for the | 
original motion of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia. He stood on his own responsibility, and 
held himself amenable to no earthly power for his 
acts, except to that portion of the.peopie whom he 
alone directly represented here. 

(Mr. B. was about to enter into an argumenton 
the merits of the amendment, when the SPEAKER | 
stated the amendment had been acted on, and hbis ; 
remarks in relation to it would be ont of order. | 

Mr. B. then said, his principal object in rising | 
had been to reply to the extraordinary remarks of | 
the honorable member from South Carolina, [Mr. | 
Piycxyey,] who had just taken his seat, and asked | 
if it would be in order to reply to some remarks 
that had just fallen from that honorable member. 

The SPEAKER replied it would, and asked 
My. B. to proceed. f 

Mr. BYNUM then said, that it was strange that 
the gentleman had been guilty of the very thing 
that he, and the party with which he acted, had 
just complained of. It had been said, that the ob- 
‘ject of the majority of the committee, in their re- 
port, was to forestall publie opinion. Now, he 
asked, what was the object of the gentleman in 
denouncing in advance the report of the majority 
of the Bank Committee? What was it done for | 
by the gentleman, if it were not to prejudice it? į 
The report of the committee was not now under 
consideration. ‘The gentleman must have had an 
object in doing what he did, then; if it was a 
reasonable object, it certainly was to prejudice 
beforehand the people of the country against that 
report. He considered such a course unfair and 
unjustifiable. 

The honorable gentleman had called on Penn- 
sylvania to wake up, and resist the outrageous | 
usurpations about to be practised on her citizens. | 
He had no doubt that the poor, ignorant, benight- ; 
ed Pennsylvanians, would be greatly obliged to 
that honorable gentleman for taking charge of their | 
interest on this floor, and for the great solicitude | 


j 


thatpe had expressed to have for them—poor, | 


| when the simple process of arrest was proposed 


j attempt to conceal it longer, that there were only 


i denied it. 


ignorant creatures, unenlightened, uninformed, as 
they were of the course tney ought to pursue, as 
was thought by the intelligent gentleman from 
South Carolina. He asked 1f a poor farmer had 
treated with contempt the mandates of the Rep- 
resentatives of this House, if there would be,in 
all probability, so many tears shed by gentlemen 


by this House to be served on him? He doubted 
very much if he might not be dragged here, with- 
out a single sympathy of honorable gentlemen 
who now manifested so much sensibility with 
regard to Nicholas Biddle and his bank associates. 

it was now evident, and it was unnecessary to 


two great parties in this country—one arrayed in | 
favor of the governmentof the bank, and the other 
in favor of the government of the people. Gen- 
tlemen had shown their cloven foot too plainly to 
be misunderstood by any intelligent mind; their 
object was to defend the bank, and protect it in 
whatever course it might pursue. His object į 
was the reverse; he was determined to defend and 
protect, as far as he was able, the Government 
and the people, in defiance of the bank and its 
mercenary advocates. He bowed to and recognised | 
no tyrants nor tyrannical institutions, but to the 
tyrant, people; they were the only tyrants to 
whom he would bow or obey. k 
The gentleman from South Carolina had, in his 


usual course, denounced the President as a tyrant || 


and usurper. Indeed, if a stranger were present, 
and not accurately acquainted with the proceed- | 
ings of this House, and with the nature of the | 
subject before it, he would take it for granted that į 
the President had drawn up the tyrannical report | 
of the majority of the bank cornmittee. What | 
had the President to do with that committee or its | 
report? Efe really did not see in what mannersthe | 
gentleman could reasonably make the President | 
guilty of the tyranny and usurpation which had | 
been committed on the bank by the enlightened | 


and intelligent committee, appointed by an over- || 


whelming majority of this House, to investigate | 


its concerns. The gentleman had said, too, that |i 


the President had made war on the Senate. He 
Jt was the reverse. 
made war—[here the Speaker said that he called 


the gentleman from South Carolina to order, when 


The Senate had | 


| of the bank in the House. But theery of usur- 
pation and tyranny had been set afloat to gull and 
impose on the poor ignorant people, no doubt ad 
gentlemen thought, and he expected next year to 


tyrants and usurpers of the powers and rights of 
this precious monopoly—of this most arrogant 
and corrupt institution, that is now bidding defi- 
ance to the Government of the whole nation and 
its autherity. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina seemed much alarmed as to the power of the 
House to arrest a citizen in Pennsylvania and 
bring him here to testify before this body. He 
| thought there was no more cause for alarm’ than 
there could be in ease the court of the United 
States were to issue a subpaena to arrest an indi- 
; vidual to appear before it in this city. The same 
; power that had given this right to the court of the 
| United States had given it to this body, as a col- 
i lateral branch of the Government. Hecould not, 
i then, see why such extraordinary sensibility 
; Should be felt by honorable gentlemen on the pres- 
ent occasion, except for the extraordinary interest 
taken on behalf of the bank and its officers. 
What had we heard? (said Mr. B.) Had not 
the gentleman called upon the good people of Penn- 
sylvania to resist the civil authorities of the Gov- 
ernment? Had he not here, on this floor, endeav- 
ored to excite the good people of that patriotic 
| State to rebellion? Yes, sir, to rebellion? 
Mr. PINCKNEY rose to explain, and said he 
| had not called on the people of Pennsylvania to 
| resist the civil authorities of the Government. 
_ Mr. BYNUM said he was very glad that the 
| gentleman had disavowed his assertion, as hecer- 
‘tainly understood him to have said whathe had 
| stated most distinctly. But he was glad that the 
| gentleman had now qualified his remarks on that 
| subject. Hehopedno member of this House was 
| capable of wishing to excite rebellion in this coun- 
| try, however desperate might be the fortunes of 
| their political party. ; 
| Mr. WATMOUGH rose and called Mr. Bynum 
| to order. l 
Mr. LYTLE asked Mr. Warmoven to state 
i the exceptionable words. 
io Mr. WATMOUGH declined, 
HO The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Bynum was 


|i not out of order. ; 
He should Jike to know 


i) no l 
Mr. B. continued. 


hear that the people themselves had become thè’ 


he made that remark, and it was out of order to |, 
reply to it.] Mr. B. then said that there wasa | why such alarm should be felt at the proposition 
desperate, reckless party, that not only in this |!| of the committee simply to arrest persons at a 
House, but in other places had seized every oc- || distance, and have them brought here to testify, 


casion, however irrelevant, to abuse and denounce !! when almost every judicial tribunal in the-coun- : 


the President of the United States as a tyrant and || try, of any consequence, had exercised this power, 
usurper. It was done to produce a revolution in || almost a thousand times over, without the least 


| very committee with the 


public sentiment, with the sole purpose of bringing | 


into power those reckless persons who were ready | 


to produce any revolution, in order to turn them- 
selves uppermost. Yes, they were willing to see 
the fairest and happiest country the world ever 
saw, deluged in blood and desolation, to wreak | 
their vengeance on that venerable old patriot who J 
now occupied the White House, to theirexclusion. | 
| 
| 
| 
1 


But for him they thought their unbridled ambition 
might have been long since gratified. He was the 
only barrier between them and the great object of 
their ambition. Mr. B. said that the President || 
had been placed there by the people—by a most |) 
overwhelming majority—and he hoped, in spite of | 
the efforts of such a party, and their bank govern- 
ment to aid them, the people would sustain hin, |! 
so long as he so nobly adhered to their rights and |i 
interests, in defence of which he was now willing || 
to sacrifice his all. | 
He was glad that the gentleman had thought fit |, 
to arraign this House for the exercise of tyranny |; 


| 
i 
{ 
| 
| 


land usurpation towards the bank government. |; 


Yes, the Representatives of the whole people had |; 
also been guilty of usurpation and tyranny towards |; 
the bank. But who were those that had been || 
guilty of this usurpation? The members of this 
Fouse, and many of them the warmest friends of 
the bank; for many of.them voted to clothe this 
very power that they had 
exercised, and proposed now to exercise, Were i 
they, then, not as culpable as the committee who | 
only proposed to execute the powers granted them | 
by the House? Certainly, he thought that those || 
who gave the powers to the committee were the 
persons guilty of the usurpation, and among them | 
was, he believed, a majority of the warmest friends |! 


j 
| 

f 
Ti 
H 


H 
l 


| zens of this country? 


[alarm or complaint being made in any quarter. 
Were the persons connected with this bank. to 
| have superior privileges to any other class of citi- 
He hoped not. He hoped 
that the freemen of America would never consent 
thata few bankers should be more exempt from 
arrests, or any other regular process of the laws 
of this country than any other plain men of the 
community. Ele saw nothing in the report of the 
majority of the committee that had alarmed him 
in the least. The powers which it proposed to be 
exercised had been exercised by bodies of much 
inferior dignity a hundred times over, without 

rejudice to the citizen, or material injury to any 
one. He thought the charge against the commit- 
tee of usurping arbitrary power of the same class 
with thosethat had been so profusely made against 
the Executive; both of which were equally, he 
thought, unfounded, and coined with the same in- 
tent. The people were not so blind, he hoped, as 
not to see through the game that certain political 
jugglers were endeavoring to play on them, here 
and elsewhere. It was in vain to try to screen the 
conduct of the bank by attempting to draw off 
from it the attention of the people, by setting up 
a ery of tyranny and usurpation against all who 


| dare to question the purity of its conduct, and who 


will not consent to bow before its golden altar. 
The keen-sighted people would never be diverted 
rom their object ty such shifts to avoid a strict 
investigation into the conduct of the bank; and 
those who expected to succeed by resorting to such 
means, his life upon it, would be wofully deceived 


/ when fairly confronted before the mass of the great. 


body of the American people. The honorable 
genileman and his party deceived themselves, if 


, called to order. 


_ ence, and whether the representatives of the people 
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they. thought that they were to succeed by impo- H 
sing on the honest freemen of this country phitip- 


ics and bitter denunciations of all who presumed |! 


to differ with them, as being the advocates of 
tyranny and usurpation. The people were notso 
ignorant as not to require proof of such charges, 
before they proceed to condemn some of the best 
and. purest of men. > 

He had submitted his views in reply to the hon- 
orable gentleman, simply,to let him know that 
there were others in this House who entertained 
opinions directly at variance with those the hon- 
orable gentleman entertained, and who were as 
tenacious and as conscientious of them as the hon- 
orable member could possibly be of his. 

Mr. HAWES said, from appearances, if this 
discussion was not stopped, it would occupy the 
whole day. There was other important business 
before the House. He therefore moved that the 
motion be laid on the table. 

The motion was lost without a count. 

Mr. LYTLE felt an imperative obligation to 
make a brief explanation for the satisfaction of the 
House, as well as himself. The committee were 
unanimously of opinion that both reports shouid. 
be printed in the same volume. Every individual 
expressed an entire willingness that the views of 
both sides should be presented together. Hehad 
been amazed and confounded at the course of this 
debate. The House had been told that the ma- 
jority of the committee had desired to ‘‘ forestall ” 
public opinion. 

The CHAIR said no such charge had been made 
to the understanding of the Chair. 
` Mr. LYTLE said such a charge had been made 
by thegentleman from Rhode Island,{Mr. ile oe 

The CHAIR said it only could have been state 
hypothetically, or that gentleman would have been 


Mr, LYTLE said that, between the Speaker and 
himself an honest difference of opinion might exist, 
but the obvious tendency and design of the remark 
of the gentleman from Rhode Island was to make 
that charge. If it waa not, he could deny the fact. 
He threw the charge back with scorn and contempt 
from whatever source it might emanate, as a gross 
libel upon the motives and conduct of the commit- 
tee. So far from any portion of the committee 
desiring to “ forestall public opinion ” by printing 
these reports separately, it was their unanimous 
opinion that they should be printed together. If 
the public printer had printed separately the copies 
designed for the use of the members,it was a matter 
which, so far as he knew, rested entirely between 
the clerk and the printer. He fully agreed with 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pinck- 
ney] that the largest number proposed should be 
printed. He wished the people of this country to 
understand the position which had been taken’ by 
the bank. A new and distinct issue has been 
formed. It was no longer a mere question of bank 
or no bank. It was one of infinitely greater im- 
portance: whether a moneyed corporation was 
stronger than the Government which gave it exist- 


did or did not possess the right of examination, 
expressly reserved in the charter. This was the 
true issue which had been raised by the directors 
of this corporation. It had afforded the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Pincxnsy] an opportu- 
nity of urging upon the minds of the people of 
Pennsylvania the odious doctrines of nullification. 
It would, no doubt, be exceedingly agreeable to 
that gentleman to associate Pennsylvania with 
South Carolinain such acase. Butif he expected 
to effect this, he had misconceived public opinion, 
The effervescence of feeling which had been dis- 
played upon a late festive occasion, was limited 
and superficial, and can be traced to causes alto- 
gether distinct from political partialities or sympa- 
thies on the part of the people of that great State. 
The State of Pennsylvania was still sound to the 
core, She could not be deluded or seduced from 
her devotion to the Constitution. She was still the 
key-stone of the Union, bank orno bank. He did i 
not propose to go into a discussion of the report | 
at this time, but was prepared to defend every inch 
of ground taken by the committee. The report 
was a naked chronicle of their proceedings, con- 
cluding with resolutions, which were intended ag 
a mere synopsis of what the committee considered 


| inquiry. 
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į cents each, when they are not below a certain 


{ 
this House from the insults heaped upon them by 
the managers of the bank. 

The attempt that had been made soon after the 
appointment of the committee to ** forestall” pub- 
lic opinion by the bank organ in this city, he 
should consider to be a proper subject of future 
The conductors of the National Intelli- 
gencer had dared to asperse the motives and con- 
duct of this committee. As the official organs of 
the. bank, they had, “ by authority,” (he quotes 
from memory) announced to this House that it 
should be protected, through the well-known purity 
and elevated character of the President and Direc- 
tors ôf the bank, from the unworthy scrutiny and 
nefarious designs of the committee of their own 
appointment. Thus it appears, that the first 
attempt to “‘ forestall” public opinion was made by 
the printers to Congress; and we all know that the 
same line of conduct has been industriously pur- 
sued bythe other pensioned presses of the bank 
throughout the Union. 

He hoped the two reports, in accordance with 
the opinion of the committee, would be printed 
together, and that the largest number would be 

rinted. 

i Mr. SUTHERLAND said he felt very thankful 
so far as he was concerned, as an humble member 
from the State of Pennsylvania, to the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Pinckney] for the in- 
terest he had expressed for the diffusion of intelli- 
gence among her citizens. If that gentleman had 
reflected that the motion to print had come from 
the State of Pennsylvania, he might have spared 
himself some portion of his sympathy. 

Mr. PINCKNEY wished to explain. It was not 
Pennsylvania alone which he wished to enlighten, 
but the whole United States. He was not before | 
aware that the motion to print had originated with 
a member from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said it was notin order to 
debate the general question. - He should not have | 
risen, but from the appeals which had been made 
in behalf of poor Pennsylvania. The gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Pincxney] would do 
well to look at home. The people of South Car- 
olina would not suffer from an increase of useful 
information. K 

Mr. HAW ES again moved to lay the motion to 
print on the table; which was negatived without a 
division. , 

After some remarks by Mr. COULTER, the 
question was stated.on filling the blank with the | 
highest number, 30,000. 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved to fill the blank with 
40,000; which was negatived without a division. 

‘The question was then taken on filling the blank 
with 30,000; which was carried—ayes 93, nves 89. 

The motion to print 30,000 copies of both reports 
was then adopted without a division. 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUTATION BILL. 


The motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
commutation bill had been recommitted to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
then came up. 

The question was debated by Messrs. GIL- 
MER, MARSHALL, VANDERPOEL, MA- 
SON, BURGES, and F. PIERCE, when the 
question was taken, and determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 76, nays 104. 

The bill to regulate the value of ce 
silver coins was taken up, and read a third time, 

‘Mr. KING, of Pennsylvania, called for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill; which were 
ordered.- 

Some discussion arose, in which Messrs. 
BURGES, WHITE of New York, DENNY, 
GORHAM, McKIM, SELDEN, CLAYTON, 
COULTER, KING of Pennsylvania, JONES of 
; » CAMBRELENG, and 
HARPER of Pennsylvania, took part. 

Mr. BOON moved the previous question, but it 
was not seconded by the House. ` 

The question was taken by yeas and nays on 
the motion of Mr. GORHAM, to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert a section providing that 
the dollars of Peru, Chili, Mexico, and Central 
America, shall be a legal tender, at the rate of 100 


rtain foreign 


necessary, in order to vindicate themselves and 


weight and fineness, and that the five-frane pieces 


of France shall be a legal tender at ninety-three 


| cents each, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
86, nays 82. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of New York, the 
House then resolved itself intoa Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, upon the above 
bill, to regulate the value of certain foreign silver 
coins, (Mr. Baieas in the chair.) 

The committee rose and reported the bill, with 
the amendment moved by Mr. Gornam. 

The amendment having been concurred in, the 
bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. Read a third time and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwespay, May 28, 1834. 

A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President cf the United States, by 
Mr. Doyexson, his Private Secretary. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, byeMr. Frangu, their Clerk, 
stating that they had passed a bill regulating the 
value of foreign coin, in which they asked the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of the second election district -of 
Frederick county, Maryland, praying for a resto- 
ration of the deposites to, and the recharter of, the 
Bank of the United States; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented two memo- 
rials from citizens of New Jersey, remonstrating 
against the renewal of the patent toJohn Ames, 
paper-maker; which were ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill modifying the act regulating 
imports—repealing so much of it as relates to 
the importation of hardware, copper, and brass; 
which was read, passed to a second reading, and 
ordered, together with the documents, to be 

rinted. 

ž Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the furthes 
consideration of the petition of the administrator 
of Robert Henry Dyer; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of James Smith; which was 
į concurred in. i 


RESTORATION OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. CLAY, agreeably to notice given yesterday, 
asked leave to introduce the following resolutions: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
That the reasons communicated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in his report to Congress of the 
Lith day of December, 1833, for the removal of the 
deposites of the money of the United States, from 
the Bank of the United States and its branches, are 
insufficient and unsatisfactory. 

Resolved, therefore, That all deposites’ of the 
money of the United States which may accrue or 
be received, on and after the Ist day of July, 1834, 
shall be made with the Bank of the United States 
| and its hranches, in conformity with the provisions 
| of the act entitled “ An act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States,’’ 
| approved the 10th April, 1816 


Mr. CLAY said, it would be perceived that the 
first of these resolutions was a mere reaffirmance ` 
of the resolution passed by the Senate a short time 
since. That was a separate resolution intended as 
the basis of future legislation, if it should be found 
necessary; and the adoption of which, by the Sen- 
ate, he thought, should have been followed bya 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States, without any further action on the 
subject. To the resolution adopted by the Senate 
it was objected that it wasa mere abstract resolu- 
tion, which could lead tono practical consequences. 
Mr. C. thought there was nothing in this objec- 
tion; but to prevent any one from being misled, 
thought proper to present these resolutions.. The 
second, it would be perceived, provided for the 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank @ the 


1834. 
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United States, and the effect of its adoption would | 
be to leave the Treasury Department to continue 
its experiment to the Ist of July, and leave the 
revenue already accrued in the deposite banks to : 
be expended in the ordinary course of disburse- 
ment. It provided, in prospective, for the deposite 


Bank of the United States, and for the restoration | 


of the laws to their just authority. But it might 


be said that we had no right to expect the sanction | 


of the House of Representatives to this measure. 
But whatever its fate might be, it was not a matter 
which ought to have any influence on the Senate. 


The Senate owed it to itself and to the country to”: 


discharge its whole duty—let others discharge 
theirs according to their own views of duty or not, 


He was unwilling to return to his constituents ;; 


without having made every effort in his power to 
regain the lawful custody of the public treasure; ` 


and he thought that there was but this resolution «| 


left for this purpose; and the decision upon it would 
determine whether the public money should be 
left at the will and disposition of one man or not. 


To-morrow would be one year since any head of || 


the Treasury Department had been appointed by | 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
Gentlemen had said, why this anxiety for these . 
nominations? Ele answered, no other reason but | 
because the Constitution required them to be made. | 
Gentlemen asked if we wanted to reject them. Mr. 
C. said he did not acknowledge a right to make ` 
such an inquiry into motives; but if it might be ; 
made, he might, with equal propriety, ask, were 
they withheld from a fear of their being rejected? 
Mr. CLAY concluded by asking leave to intro- 
duce the resolutions, expressing a hope that they | 
might be acted on immediately, passed, and sent | 
to the other House. 
Mr. BENTON deemed the present moment to 
be the most objectionable time that could have 
veen selected for proposing to restore the public 
deposites to the United States Bank. Such a | 
proposition might have been a proper proceeding 
at the commencement of the session. A joint res- | 
olution at that time would have been the proper | 
mode; it could have béen followed by action; and, 
if constitutionally passed, would have compelled 
the restoration of these deposites. But the course 


was different. A separate resolution was brought |; 


in and passed the Senate, and there it stopped. |; 


It was a nugatory resolution, leading to no action. 
lı was such a one as a State Legislature or a pub- 
lic meeting might adopt, because. they had no 
power to legislate on the subject. But the Senate 
had the power'of legislation; and, six months ago, 
when the separate resolution was brought in, the | 
Senate, if it intended to act legislatively on the 
subject at all, ought to have proceeded by joint 
resolution, or by bill at that time. Butit thought 
otherwise. The separate resoiution was adopted: 
afier adoption no instruction was given to a comi- . 
mittee to bring in a bill; nothing was done to give | 
legislative effect to the decision of the Senate; and 
now, at the end of six months, the first attempt is 
‘made to move in our legislative capacity, and to 


pass a joint resolution—equivalent to a statute— |; 


to compel the restoration of these deposites. This. 
is the state of the proceedings; and, Mr. B. must 
be permitted to say, and to give his reasons for 
saying, that the*time selected for this first step, in 
our legislative capacity, in a case so Jong depend- 
ing, is most inappropriate and objectionable. Mr 
B. would not dwell upon the palpable objec- | 
tions to this proceeding, which must strike every 
mind: the advanced stage of the session—the 
proposition to adjoura—the quantity of business 
on hand—the litle probabiluy that the Honse 
- and the President would concur with the Senate, 
or that two-thirds of the two Houses could be | 
brought to pass the resolution, if the President 
declined to give it his approbation,-—these palpa- 
ble objections must strike every mind, and make 
it appear to be a useless consumption of time 
for the Senate to pass the resolution. Virtually, | 
it included a proposition to recharter the bank; 
for the most confidential friends of that institution 
admitted that it was improper to restore the de- 
posites unless the bank charter was to becontinued, 
The proposition to restore, then, virtually inelu- i 


ded the proposition to recharter; and that was a | 


t 
: 


proposiuon which, after having been openly made :: 


on this fjor, and leave asked to bring ina bill to ; 
+ 


that effect had been abandoned under the clear 
conviction that the measure could not pass, 

Passing from these paipable objections, Mr. B. 

proceeded to state another reason, of a different 


., kind, and which he held to be imperative of the 
> ne de ., course which the Senate should now pursue; he 
of the revenue accruing after that period in the ` 


: alluded to the state of the questions at this moment 
depending between the Bank of the United States 
and the House of Representatives, and the nature 
of which exacted from the Senate the observance 
: of a strict neutrality, and an absolute non-inter- 
ference between those two bodies. The House of 
: Representatives had ordered an inquiry into the 
affairs and conduct of the bank. The points of 
inquiry indicated misconduct of the gravest import, 
and hed been ordered by the largest majority, not 
less then three or four to one. That inquiry was 
; not yet finished; it was still depending; the com- 
mittee appointed to conduct it remains organized, 
and has only reported in part. That report is be- 
fore the Senate and the public, and shows that the 
‘directors of the Bank of the United States have 


i; resisted the authority of the House—have made 


an issue of power between itself and the House— 
for thetrial of which issue a resolution is now de- 
: pending in the House, andis made the order of the 
day for Tuesday next. Here, then, are two ques- 
tions depending between the House and the bank; 
the first, an inquiry into the misconduct of the 
bank; the second, a proposition to compel the bank 
to submit to the authority of the House. Was it 
right for the Senate to interpose between those 


‘bodies while these questions were depending? 


: Was it right to interfere on the part of the bank? 
i Was it right for the Senate to leap into the arena, 
throw itself between tlre contending parties, take 
sides with the bank, and virtually declare to the 
American people that there was no cause for in- 
quiry into the conduct of the bank, and no ground 
of censure for resisting the authority of the louse? 


of the Senate, if it should entertain the proposition 
which is now submitted to it. That proposition is 
one of honor and confidence to the bank. ft pro- 
: ceeds upon the assumption that the bank is right, 
and the House is wrong, in the question now 
depending between them; that the bank has done 
| nothing to merit inquiry, or to deserve censure; 
and that the public moneys ought to be restored to 
her keeping, without waiting the end of the inves- 
tigation which the House has ordercd, or the de- 
| cision of the resolution which affirms that the bank 
has resisted the authority of the House, and com- 
mitted a contempt ayainstit. This is the fulland 
fair interpretation—the clear and speaking effect— 
of the measure now proposed to the Senate. Is it 
right to treat the Elouse thus? Her resolutions, 
adopted with the greatest unanimity, imply the 
worst of misconduct to the bank, Certainly the 
Houst would not order an inquiry, unless they 


ground for it. The specified points of inquiry 


i| wentto malpractices and abuses, to corruptions and 


oppressions, to violations and forfeiture of the 
charter! If true, they not only showed the bark 
to be unworthy of keeping the public moneys, byt 
! unworthy of existence—a criminal institution, ripe 
or the stroke of justice, and awaiting the sentence 
of the law! Was it right for the Senate, by adopt- 


fing a resolution of honor and confidence to the 


bank, to make a virtual declaration, that the bank 
was innocent, and the [louse culpable, for proceed- 
pg againether? That the inquiry directed by the 
Jouse is frivolous and unfounded, unworthy of 
sonsideration, and sot fit to arrest, for a moment, 
he full current of honor and confidence from the 
Senate to the bank? 

In the front of these inquiries (said Mr. B.) 


hat distress which bad been the subject of so 


and the pregnant topic of so many woful speeches 
on this floor. The first sabject of inquiry was, 
into the cause of this distress. The committee 
were directed to ascertain whether the bank, 
through its money, or through its management 
and influence, had contributed to produce this dis- 


fact in the bank itself. Wi 
act, virtually affirm the frivelity, or the untruth, of 


to Congress so bitterly complained of; and they | 
were directed to search for the evidence of that |i Everybody (said Mr. B.) has heard o 


believed there was ground for it—grave and serious | 


tood the prominent subject of the public distress; |! 


many meetings, the burden of so many memoiials, | 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
1 
i 


ress which the innumerable memorials presented | ledgment of their obli 


Will the Senate, by its |; t 


| 


j: his examination before the committee, 


this inquiry? Will the Senate virtually, intelligi- 
bly, and practically, acquit the bank, when the 
bank will not acquititself? will notsuffer its inno- 
cence to be tested by the recorded voice of its own 
books, and the living voice of its own directors? 
These directors have refused to testify; they have 
refused to be sworn; they have refused to touch 
the book; because, being directors, and. corpora- 
tors, and therefore parties, they cannot be required 
to give evidence against themselves. And this 
refusal, the public is gravely told, is made upon the 
advice of eminent counsel. What counsel? The 
counsel of the Jaw, or of fear? Certainly no law- 
| yer—not even a junior apprentice to the law-—could 
give such advice. The right to stand mute does 
i not extend to the privilege of refusing to be sworn. 
i The right does not attach until after the oath is 
taken; and is then limited to tle specific question, 
| the answer to which might inculpate the witness, 
and which he may refuse to answer, because he 
: will say, upon his oath, that the answer will erimi- 
nate himself. But these bank directors refuse to 
be sworn atall. They refuse to touch the book; 
and in that refusal, commit a flagrant contempt 
against the House of Representatives, and do an 
| act for which any citizen would be sent to jail by 

any justice of the peace in America, And is the 
i Senate to justify the directors for this contempt? 
to get between them and the House? to adopt a 
| resolution beforehand—before the day fixed for the 

decision of the contempt, which shall throw the 
weight of the Senate into the scale of the directors 
against the House, and virtually declare thatthey 
| are right in refusing to be sworn? If it does, (said 
| Mr. B.,) it may find itself confronted by the au- 
' thority of the bank, as well as by the stern voice 
‘of thelaw. The bank itself—the directors indi- 
| vidually, and the corporation as a board—have 
| heretofore admitted and declared the right of the 


g j| people to have the evidence which is now demand- 
|! Such would, doubtless, be the effect of the conduct | 
i ? 


ed. He did not speak of the former examinations, 
in which directors were sworn, and books exam- 


i 
| 
i 
i 


lined. Strong as these cases were, he passed them 
‘lover, to get at cases stronger still, and which 


| should exhibit the present directors themselves-— 
| the same men, individually and corporately, upon 
i their oaths, and upon their honors, in their most 
| solemn and authentic acts, contradicting and con- 
| demning their present pretensions, and acknowl- 
|! edging the right of the people to have the evidence 
|. of their books, and of their oaths, to elucidate any 
| question, either of abuse of powers, corruption: of 
‘conduct, or violation of charter, which may be 
‘charged upon them. Mr. B. said that the present 
| President of the bank had, heretofore, sworn to 
| the right of Congress to know everything that the 
i hank did. It was in the investigation of 1832, and 
: in relation to a loan, which, at the uttermost, could 
| only amount to malpractice, abuse, or corruption, 
i and could not work a forfeiture of the charter. Tt 
was the case of the first loan to Noah & Webb. 


i 
| This loan of $15,000 had not been entered upon 


i the books of the bank, Nine months after it was 


made, it was for the first time put upon the books. 
The reason of this was stated by Mr. Biddle, in 
It willbe 
seen at page 86 of the report of that committee, 
A committee of the House of Representatives were 
j coming to investigate the affairs of the bank. 
This loan was not upon the bocks; but at the ap- 
proach of the committee, Mr. Biddle ordered it to 
i be put there, and declares his reason to be this: 
«t THOUGHT IT RIGHT THAT EVERY- 

‘THING done by the bunk should ALWAYS be 
| < distinctly KNOWN and AVOWED, {therefore 
‘gave tie notes to the chairman of the committee, Mr. 
| © Thomas P. Cope, who entered them on the books.” 
| Mr, B. said that he referred to this testimony of 
Mr. Biddle, not for the transaction to which it 
| related, but for the sentiment which it declared; a 
sentiment sworn to, and acted upon, in 1832, and 
| denied and repudiated by the same men in 1834! 


| He had no comment to make upon this contradic- 


i 
| 


li tion, the glaring nature of which would strike 


; every mind. 

| Mr. B. proceeded to the next piece of evidence, 
| emanating from the bank itself,to prove theacknow- 
gation to submit the opera- 
e judgment of the people. 
f the resolu- 
ons of the bank, adopted at the Board of Direc- 
tors, and confirmed and exiended by successive 


: tions of the bank to th 
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beards, for putting the funds of the bank, with- ! 
out limitation of amount, at the disposition of the ; 
President, to spread information before the people. | 
Now, what were those resolutions, either in lan- ; 
guage, or in import, but authentic declarations of | 
the right ofthe people to be made acquainted | 


: EON RORY ARSE H 
with the operations of an institution in which they | 


are partners to the amountof seven millions of the 
stock, and whose notes enter so largely into the 
currency of the country, and the revenues of the 
Union? The words of the resolutions are, to cause 
information to he communicated to the people in regard 
to the nature and operations of the bank. The Presi- 
dent of the bank way to execute the resolution, 


and has executed it at an immense expense, every | 


fifth dollar of which is the money of the people. 


The operations of the bank have thus been made ! 


the subject of communication to the people by the 
bank itself. 
men now directing the bank, have admitted the 


right of the people to be made acquainted with the | 
| States. 


nature, and with the operations of the bank; they 
have filled newspapers and periodicals with their 


communications, intended to Influence the opinions ; 


The Board of Directors—the very :i ; 
il ally, but entirely annihilate the influence of bis 


of the people; and now, when the Representatives | 


of the people send a committee tv obtain a little 
more of that information, and to find out whether 


the communications already made contain the | 


truth, the whole wrath, and nothing but the truth, 
they are unblushingly denied the privilege! 


Mr. D. proceeded to a third piece of testimony | 


to convict the bank, upon its own evidence and its 


own acts, of self-contradiction, in refusing to give | 


testimony before the committee, and. refusing to 

permit copies to be taken from the bauk books: it | 
was in the fact, that these identical directors, the 
same who now refuse to be sworn, had already 
appeared as volunteer witnesses, in their own per- 
sons, in the very case, and to the self same points, 
in many instances, to which they now retuse to 
testify. Here (said Mr. B.) is the proof, (holding 
up a printed pamphlet.] Itis a little book of forty 
pages, drawn up by. a committee of the bank, 
adopted by the board of directors, five thousand 
copies ordered to be printed, and universally 
received by the friends of the bank as the evidence 
of its correctness and upright dealings. Itis dated 
December, 1833, and imports to be an answer “to 


‘a paper signed ANDREW Jacnson, purporting to. 


* have been read to a Cabinet on the 18th cf Septem- 


“ber, and to another paper, signed H. D. Gilpin, J. |! 


* T. Sullivan, Peter Wager, H. McElderry, bearing 
€ date August 19, 1833.? Now, what were these 
papers here answered by the bank, but the very 


papers, on the charges contained in which the: 


commitiee of the House was raised? The paper 
signed by Mr. Gilpin and the other Government 
directors, charged the bank witha long list of mal- 
practices, amounting to abuses, corruptions, aud 
violations of charter. ‘Lhe paper read by the Pres 
dent to his Cabinet, was founded upon the com- 
munication of the Government directors; and to 
these papers the bank directors publish an answer 
of forty pages, consisting of their own statements, 
and of extracts from their books, and contradict- 


directors. To this the Government directors made 


a rejoinder of fifty pages; and the whole cume be- | 


fore Congressand the nation. Upon these charges 
and answers, the committee of the House was 
raised. It went to Philadelphia to investigate the 
very points which had been brought before the 
puablic~the very points to which the bank direct- 
ors had been testifying before the public, and pub- 
lishing extracts from their books! Yet they refuse 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to be sworn! refuse to swear! refuse tò testify! ; 


refuse, In the very case in which they had appeared 
as volunteer witnesses! refused to testify on the 
very points which fill their own pamphlet; that 
pamplet of which they ordered five thousand 
copies to be printed, and the contents of which 
have formed the basis for all those speeches in 
favor of the bank, of which so many myriads of 
copies are distributed from this Capitol, and as itis 


well believed, at the expense of the bank and of the | 


people, who pay every fifth dollar of the money i The Senate adjourned. 


This is the conduct of | 


expended by the bank! 


those directors: refasing to be sworn to the truth | 


of their own statements; refusing to appear as wit- 


nesses before a Committee of the House of Repre- | 


i Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, by consent, moved that the |! 
nesses at the bar of the public, and given evidence i! use of the Hall of Representatives be granted to- 


sentatives, after having appeared as volunteer wit- 


1 
t 
i 
| 


J 


1 
j 
i 
4 
i 


‘had made a charge against him, which, if true, 


l 
|| Representatives to decide the question of contempt | 
| 
l 
ing or explaining the charges of the Government j} 


| ‘YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- | 


] oe z 
upon the identical matters in controversy. Mr. 


B. held, upon these facts, that the bank directory | 
were self-convicted of their contumacy to the 
Houseof Representatives,and asgoodasconvicted | 
of all the matters laid to their charge; and that it 
was assuming an immense burden upon itself, for 
the Senate to go on to vote a restoration of the 
public deposites to the banks! a vote which implies 
honor and confidence! which treats as frivolous or 
‘unfounded the charges against the bank! which 
virtually pronounces the opinion of the Senate on 
all thé questions depending between the House 
rand the bank, and throws the weight of that | 
opinion into the scale of the bank ! 
Mr. B. called the attention of the Senate to an- 

other point in which the body of the directors, in | 
their answer to President Jackson’s cabinet paper, | 


would not only degrade and dishonor him person- | 


name and opinions against the Bank of the United 
It was a charge of having attempted to 
make the bank subservient to him poiltical views, 
and then turning against it because he could not j 
thus use it. ‘The charge was specific, with time | 


* of this career of inoffensive usefulness (of the bank) | 
‘when soon afier the accession to power of the present 

| ‘Executive, the purpose was distinctly revealed, that } 
| < other duties than those to the country were required— | 
Sand that it was necessary for the bunk, in adminis: 
‘tering its affairs, to consult the political views of | 
‘those who had now obtained the ascendant in the | 
t Executive. Jt is understood, that soon after that 
‘event, a meeting was held in Washington, of the 
‘principal chiefs, to consider the means of perpetua- 
‘ting their new authority, and the possession of the 
‘bank was among the most prominent objects ef the 
“parties assembled.” 

This is a charge (said Mr. B.) put forward by 
| the present directors of the bank, in their pamphlet 
| of December, 1833. It is put forward with a spe- 
| cification which admits of proof. The time, the 
place, the object, and the parties to the meeting, 
are all stated; and upon this statement an im- 
mense superstructure of accusation has been raised 
against the President. Now, the statement is | 
euher true or false; if true, it degrades and dis- 


| 
i 


|| to know it. Ifthe directors had submitted to be 
| sworn, they would have been examined on this | 
i| point; by refusing to be sworn, they have escaped 
| the examination; and the people remain without 
|| proof on a poiut of the utmost materiality of their | 
confidence in the administration of the Govern- | 
ment, Mr. B. called upon all honorable men to | 
say, whether the bank directors, after having 
made such a charge, and with circumstantiality of | 
i: time and place, had a right to draw back, and re- 
fuse to be sworn to what they had stated. 

Mr. B. then concluded with a motion to post- | 
pone the further consideration of Mr. Cuay’s reso- 
lution for a week, to give time to the House of 


H 
i} 
it 
l 

| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
i 
t 
i 
i 
| 


depending against the bank directors. 

Mr. BENTON asked ihe yeas and nays on his 
| Motion; which were ordered, and are as follows, 
to wit: 


| syth, Grundy, Hal, Kane, King of Alabama, King 


and place, and would be read: “Tiwas in the midst || 


honors the President; if faise, the people ought | 
i 


i the 


of Georgia, Linn, McKim, Morris, Robinson, | 


i| Shepley, Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—18. 


| NAYsS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- | 


il bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Hendricks, Kent, | 
i| Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, | 


Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, 
| Webster—25. 


| passed to a second reading. 

| The Senate then, on motion of Mr. WEB- | 
| STER, proceeded to the consideration of executive | 
i j 


; business; in which they were engaged until five | 
i o’clock, when 
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Leave was then granted, and the resolutions || 
i 


: morrow evening, for the purpose of holding therein 
a public meeting for the relief of the Polish exiles; 
which+was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER reported a bill to refund the fine 
; imposed upon the late Matthew Lyon, under the 
: sedition law, to bis legal heirs and representatives, 
Read twice and committed. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON reported the bill from 
| the Senate, without amendment, for the relief of 
i Colonel A. R. Woolley; which was committed to 


i the Committee of the Whole, and made the order 
| of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. CHILTON moved the suspension of the 
rule, in order to offer a resolution fixing the hour 
of meeting for the remainder of the session at ten 
o’clock A. M.; and thereupon asked the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 

Mr. CHILTON then withdrew the motion, in 
order to modify the resolution. 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, declaring Tnomas P. Moore to be entitled 
to aseatinthis ELouse trom the Fifth Congressional 
District of Kentucky. The question being-on the 
amendment offered as asubsitute by Mr. Banks, 
that the votes given in Garrard county before ten 
o’clock on the first day of the election, while 
Moses Grant, Esq., acted as one of the judges, and 
the votes given on the second day, in the absence 
f the sheriff, ought to be counted in ascertaining 
the result of the election. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, a member of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, took the floor and spoke at 
length in support of the views of the committee, 
and in reply to the argument of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Binwey.] 

Mr. POPE followed in opposition to the amend- 
ment. Upon the constitution and laws of Ken- 
tucky, he contended that the three votes of deaf 
and dumb persons allowed Mr. Letcher, in the 
repori of the committee, ought not to have been 
counted. Those theological students at Danville, 
who had no animus manendi, were not legal voters 
at the place of their education. These positions 
Mr. P. argued and illustrated by the practice oi 
the State. He supported the views ofthe committee 

in the rejection of the votes taken at Lancaster, 
| referred to in the amendment, at length. 
Mr. AMOS DAVIS spoke at some length in 


|; Opposition to the views of the majority of the 


| committee, and in reply to the remarks made by 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Porg,] and 
others. een 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, offered the following 
amendment to the amendment proposed by Mr. 
| Banxs, which is in these terms: 
| That all the legal votes which were received 
1 in Lancaster, Garrard county, whilst Moses 
| ‘Grant, Esq., acted as one of the judges, on the 
| ‘ first morning of the election, in August last, and 
‘those of a like character, given on the second 
| ‘day of the election, in the casual absence of the 
| ‘ sheriff, ought to be estimated in ascertaining the 
| “result of the election.” ` 

Sirike out “legal? and insert “qualified” 
voters, and striking out the word ‘* casual.” 

Flis object was, he said, to bring fairly before 
the House the question which thegentleman from 
Pennsylvania [ Mr. Bangs] wished to present. If 
the votes were legal, they ought to be counted, 
and if they were not legal, they ought not to be 
counted. If the voters were qualified according 
to thelaw of Kentucky, they were legal. Healso 
replied to the argument of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [ Mr. Davis.] 

When Mr. J. had concluded, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuurspay, May 29, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
frora the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Downexson, his Private Secretary. 


PETITIONS, 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of John 
and Sarah Addison, of Prince Georges county, 
Maryland, representatives of Andrew Leitch, a 
major of the Revolution, praying for seven years’ 

p 
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halt pay, agreeably to the resolution of Congress 
of the 24th of Augasr, 1780. The petition was 
referred to the Cominittee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. : 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the petition of | 
William F. Giles,administrater of Philip Moore, | 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on || 
the Judiciary 


REPORTS. i 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the | 
further consideration of the petition of Hagh S. 
Gatewood; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, |} 
weported a biil from the House of Representatives, | 
with anamendment, for the relief of Samuel Arm- | 
strong Bailey. 

Mr. ‘TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John S. | 
Workman; which was read, and ordered to a: 
second reading. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Commitee on Fi- 
nance, reported a biil from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, for the relief of | 
the owners of the brig Liberator. 

Also, a bill from the Elouse, without amend- į 
ment, for the relief of the owners of the schooner || 
Joseph and Mary. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The resolution of Mr. Pornpexter, calling for 
the reports of agents of land offices, was taken up 
and adopted. 


The following resolution submitted by Mr. 
Presron on Tuesday last, was taken up for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to | 
the Senate a statement showing the names of the | 
several pensioners who are now, or may have been | 
heretofore, placed on the pension roll, designating |; 
their rank, annual allowauce, the sums which they 
haveseverally received, the laws under which their ; 
pensions have been granted, the date when placed || 
upon the roll, their ages, and the States and coun- 
ties in which they severally reside; also, the |: 
names of the pension agents who have received | 
compensation as such, aud the amount of such 
compensation, and the act under which it was 
allowed; the names of the clerks who are and have 
been employed in the Pension Office, and the sums 
paid them as compensation, with an aggregate | 
statement of the whole sum disbursed on account 
of pensions. 

Mr. PRESTON then spoke at length in expla- 
nation of his reasons for desiring this information, 
and was followed by Messrs. W EBSTER, 
FRELINGHUYSEN, SPRAGUE, EWING, | 
CLIAMBERS, WRIGHT, FORSYTH, CAL- 
HOUN, and SHEPLEY. ` 

In the course of the debate, Mr. FRELING- 
HUYSEN suggested an enlargement of the reso- |; 
lution, requiring ‘the State or Continental line in | 
which the pensioners served ;” and alsoan amend- | 
ment by Mr. CHAMBERS, that ‘‘ the Secretary 
‘of War report the regulations which have been 
‘adopted in relation to the proof necessary to H 
‘entitle the applicant to a pension under the act | 
‘of July, 1832,” which were both accepted as 
modifications by Mr. PRESTON. 

Mr. FORSY TH then suggested a doubt thatthe 
objects of the resoiution could be accomplished 
during the present session of Congress. He sug- 
gested, therefore, in order to attain the end desired, | 
to change the mode of arriving at it, by making it 
the duty of a committee to make the investigation. 

This was objected to by Mr. PRESTON, as it 
would not meet his views. He wished the infor- 
mation in detail, so that it might be printed and 
sent to every county in the United States, for | 
public investigation. [i 
After some further conversation between Mr. | 
FORSYTH, Mr. CALHOUN, and Mr. PRES- ; 
"YON, the resolution was laid on the table for a 
day or two, to afford further time to inquire into | 


i 
i 


the subject. 

The CHAIR presented a communication from - 
the Postmaster General, transmitting a statement © 
of the contracts during the past year; which, on © 
motion of Mr. GRUNDY, was referred to the | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and © 
ordered to be printed. il 


i 
| said president and directors of the bank, or by any | 
| 


i said Sel-ct Committee, would be au unconstitu- 


| have disposed of much of the most pressing busi- | 


House would not proceed in the despatch of the 
| necessary measures with that industry and earn- 


| bills not yet passed; the Indian annuity bill and: 


| engrossment, and the fortification bill had 
; been reported from the Committee of the Whole į 
: on the state of the Union. 


| of adjournm 


‘| would now leave it in possession of the House. if 


ii propose to medi 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. CLAYTON, | 
proceeded to executive business, and after some 
time spent therein, Í 

The Senate adjourned. 


Tuursnay, May 29, 1834. 


Mr.J. Q. ADAMS obtained leave to lay the į 
following resolutions on the table, ard moved that i 
they be printed, intending to move them as a sub- l 
stitute for the resolutions appended to the report 
of the Committee of Investigation, when that sub- 
ject should come up: : 

Resolved, That the Select Committee of this 
House, appoinied on the 4th of April last, to in- 
vestigate the proceedings of the Bank of the United 
States, be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject referred to them. 

Resolved, That in the transactions of the said || 
committee with the president and directors of the | 
Bank of the United States, as set forth in the re- | 
ports of the committee, and in the correspondence : 
annexed to the same, no contempt of the lawful | 
authority of this House has been offered by the 


| 

i 

= | 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 


one of them, 
Resolved, ‘That any order of this House to the || 


| Sergeant-at-Arms to arrest and bring to the bar of 
: the House the president and directors of the Bank | 


of the United States, or any one of them, to an- {i 


swer for an alleged contempt of the authority of | 
the House, as proposed by the concluding resolu- |; 
tion offered by the report of the majority of the 
tional, arbitrary, and oppressive abuse of power. i! 
‘Lhe motion to print was agreed to. |! 
The House, on motion of Mr. BOON, by unani- | 
mous consent, took up the following resolution: 
“i Resolved, ‘That the President of the Senate, and | 


‘the Speaker of the House of Representatives, i! 


‘close the present session of Congress by an ad- , 


* journmentof their respective Houses on Monday, | 


“the 16ih day of June next.” 
The resolution having been read as modified by | 
Mr. Boon, fixing the 16th of June as the day of | 
adjournment— 
Mr. POLK was satisfied that the day of ad- 


; journment of the two Houses of Congress ought | 


to be fixed at the earliest day compatible with the | 
importact public business which remained undis- | 
posed of. He was apprehensive that the 16th of | 
June was ¿90 early. When this subject was be- : 
fore tle }Jouse a fortnight ago, he had voted to ; 
postpone its consideration for two weeks, with the: 
hope that the House would, in the mean time, 


ness, and that, by this time, a more definite and 
correct opinion might be formed as to the proper 
time toendthe session. The fortnight had passea 
off, and scarcely any business had been disposed 
of, ‘The only bill, of general importance, which 
had been passed, was the coin bill. He was sat- 
isfed that while the subject was kept open, the 


| 
| 
i 
| 
estness which they would do if the day shouid be j 
fixed. There were three important appropriation 


i 


the harbor biil were before the House upon their ji 
not yet ji 


ft was his intention, at $ 
the earliest possible period, to ask the House to i 


` go into the consideration of the bill reported from |: 
: the Committee of Ways and Means, regulating the 
|, deposites of the public money. 
ʻi portant measures before the House, 


With these im- j 
and the elec- || 
tion from Kentucky undisposed of, he thought the |, 
House could not safely fix upon so early a period | 
ent as the 16th of June. He would 
the resolution the propri- 
for a fortnight—to fix 


suggest to the mover of 
ety of prolonging the time 
upon the 30th of June instead of the 16th. 

Mr. BOON 


said he had already prolonged the || 


| time from the 31st May to the 16th June, and he | 


if 
any gentleman preferred a longer day, he might |; 
fy the resolution by amendment 

Mr. ELLSWORTH entirely concurred with | 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Boon.) He 


H 
i 
x 1 
was anxious to fix upon the earliest possible day || 


i this opinion. 


t 


which would be satisfactory to: the House. “He 
was satisfied that the earlier the day was the better. ` 
There were subjects of paramount importance, 
upon which he had hoped the House. would ‘acts 
but he was convinced they wduld not be acted on. 
The indispensable business of the House could be 
settled within the shortest period. He was for 
fixing on that period. He had hoped that the 
House would have expressed its opinion, as was 
its bounden duty, upon the reasons for removing 
the deposites from the United States Bank. The 
House was called on by the President, by the 
Secretary cf the Treasury, by the Bank, by the 
Constitution, and by the whole country, to express 
He had also hoped that the House 
would have fixed upon some regulation respecting 
the deposite of the public money. There was 
another subject of great importance which he hed 
hoped to have seen settled: the disposal of thé 
public domain. But he was convinced that noth- 
ing effectual would be done on any of these great 
questions, and was willing to vote for the earliest 
day of adjournment, if it was but ten days hence. 
We might as well go home then, as to stay until 
September. 

Mr. HARDIN wished to substitute the 30th 
June for the 16ih. The House dwed it to them- 
selves, as well as to the nation, to dispose of the 
measures mentioned by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Poux,] in addition to other indispen- 
sable measures. The gentleman from Connecticut 
{Mr, Exuswonrn] states it to be the duty of the 
Honse to express its opinion upon the measures of 
the Administration relative to the bank, and toact 


i upon the great question of the national domain, 


and yet.desires to adjourn in a fortnight from this 
time. Was that gentleman afraid of the dog-days? 
For one, he was willing, if it was necessary, to 


| wait and see if the dog-star would become ascend- 


lant in the House. If we adjourned at the time 
| advocated by that gentleman, how many days of 
i business should we have at our. disposal? We 
have the appropriation bills, and the bill regulating 
the deposites, referred to by the gentleman from 
| Tennessee, (Mr. Poxx,] and we also have the 
| report of the committee of investigation into the 
i affairs of the bank, which would not, probably, be - 
| disposed of ina single day. le should be glad 
to have the benefit of the views and calculationsof 
Í the mover of this resolution as to the time neces- 
sary to dispose of these important measures. Ja 
that case he might change his opinion; but acting 
upon the best means of information in his power, 
he was satisfied that the House ought not towad-. 
journ short of four weeks from this time. Gente- 
men should recollect that these measures must be 
acted on by the Senate. [1e was unwilling to throw 
the whole responsibility of fixing the period of 
adjournment upon that body. n 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said the House had been 
assured, when this subject was before them a fort- 
night ago, that at this time we should be able to 
fix upon a suitable period of adjournment, Have 


| we any further light than we then had? Has 
| anything in effect been done since that time in ac- 
| complishing the necessary business of the session ? 


We have, to be sure, caused the carpets to be, 
taken up, and matting substituted on the floor of 
this Hall. Some gentlemen had been to Flarper’s ` 
Ferry, others to Virginia, and others have attend- 
ed the Baltimore races; but no important public 
basiness had been done, and he was satisfied that 
until the day of adjournment should be fixed, very 
little would be done. In fixing that day, the only 
question in his view was, what time is necessary to 
dispose of the business intended to be transacted 
by the House? We could not underiake to settle 
any such question for the Senate. ‘That body 
can best judge of itsown duties. They can change 
the day which may be fixed on by the House 
to one more agreeable to themselves. The sole 
question before the House is, how much time is 
indispensable to discharge its necessary duties? 
If the time should be wasted as it has been, 
neither the 16th nor the 30th of June would find 
much business accomplished. But if gentlemen 
were disposed tò attend strictly to the business of 
the House, not more than three or four days were 
necessary to dispose of the appropriation bills. 
As to the Kentucky election, if the candidates 
should state their views of their respective rights, 
and the House would come up to the mark, that 
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might be disposed of in two or three days more. 
If the earliest period named should be fixed on, 
there would then be eight or ten days for other 
measures. The bill regulating the deposites of 
public money would not probably find its way 
through theother end of the Capitol; but he trust- 
ed the House did not require any great length of 
time to perform its duty to the country on that 
question. The gold coin bill would not, he be- 
lieved, be a subject of debate, and might: be dis- 
posed of ina few hours. ‘Theseand other import- 
ant measures might be dispesed of by the 16th of 
June. Allusion had been made to the proceed- 
ings of the committee for investigating the bank. 
Allhe desired was the opinion of the House upon 
the report. He presumed every gentleman pres- 
ent had fully made tip his mind upon the subject. 
if a general debate was to be gone into, the 30th 
‘of June. was too short a period—the 30th of July 
would be too short—the 31st of December would 
be too short. Ifthatsubject was to be debated in 
the manner of which the House had had many 
instances, the first of January would not afford 
` sufficient time. Heshould not vote on this ques- 
. tion with a view of giving time for such a debate. 
The gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. ELis- 
worta] thinksït necessary that the House should 
express its opinion upon the removal of the de- 
posites. Does the gentleman wish to travel over 
that question again? -That gentleman had shown 


the fertility of his invention in finding reasons why | 


a certain great corporation should not speak out. 
Reasons quite as strong might be found why the 
House should not. The privileges of that corpo- 
ration seem to be one thing, and those of the House 
quite a different thing. But the House -has ex- 
pressed its opinion upon the removal of the depos- 
ites.. If the gentleman doubts the fact, he begged 
him: to examine the proceedings of the Efouse. 
Unless the refusal of the bank to speak in reply 
` to the inquiry of the Fouse had commended it to 
the good opinion‘of gentlemen, he presumed no 
different decision would be made by the House 
upon that question. In view of all circumstances, 
he hoped the earliest day would be determined on. 
Mr. CHAMBERS had hoped the House would 
not adjourn until some relief had been afforded 
against the ruinous policy of the Government. 
For that purpose he was willing to remain until 
September. But we had been here six months— 
our tables had been loaded with memorials on the 
subject—and no legislation had been accomplished 
upon the great interests of the country. Ñor his 
own part, he despaired of any, and was now con- 
tent to fixa day of adjournment. He would pre- 


fer that named by the gentleman from Tennessee, | 


(Mr, Poux,} as it would give the House time to 
act upon several important subjects. The bill regu- 


lating the deposites of public money ought to be | 


acted on, connected with the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams] inquir- 
ing into the state of the deposite banks. In his 
opinion, it would be precipitate to fix upon a day 
so early as the 16th of June. 

Mr. PARKER proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion, by fixing the 23d of June, instead of the 16th. 

Mr. BURGES had been willing to protract the 
decision upon this question, in the hope that some 
accident, propitious to the welfare of the country, 
might have intervened, and induce the House to 
retrace its steps. But he had become satisfied that 
the moment the indispensable business was done, 
the session should be ended. He had hoped that 
when distress and desolation were covering the 
land, the House would have done its duty. But 
the people must take the matter into their own 
hands, Whenever the bill placing the deposites 
of public money into the State banks should pass, 
a revolution would commence, and ought to com- 
-mence, As to the resolutions reported by the in- 


vestigating committee, no person dared to vote for | 
that which proposed to drag freemen before the | 


House, for a constructive contempt. There was 
not a tribunal in the civilized world which would 
enforce such a proposition. The only object in 
making it, was to take the eyes of the public from 
that individual who was grasping at the liberties of 
thepeople. Would the House adjourn and leave 
the publictreasurein the hands of those marauders 
who have got nossessionof it? Would the House 
sit here thirty days longer and not vindicate its 
rights, 


‘by the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. H. EVERETT wished to bring to the no- 
tice of the House soe important measures which 
had not been referred to. There was a variety of 
important business before the House, some por- 
tion of which was of a political character. That 
to which he alluded was not of that description. 
It was the bills which had been recently reported 
Whenever 
the attention of the House should be directed to 
them, he presumed the House would not be will- 
ing to adjourn without passing them. He hoped 
the Elouse would devote a week to the consider- 
ation of these bills, and for that purpose would 
propose the 7th of July as the day of adjourn- 
ment. P 

Mr. E. then moved to refer the resolution to a 
select committee, with instructions to report what 
public business was necessary to be acted on, and 
on what day the House might adjourn. 

Mr. BOON asked to modify the resolution so as 
to fix on the 23d of June instead of the 16th, as 
the day of adjournment. 

Mr. E. EVERETT would have no objection 
to the motion of his friend from Vermont, {Mr. 
H. Evererv,] if it would effect any practical pur- 
pose. But his experience on such a committee 
as was proposed to be raised, as well as in the 
House,-had taught him that much time would 
be spent in the committee in a struggle between 
favorite measures, which would be repeated in the 
House. 

The result would be, that the consideration of 
what ought to be done would occupy the time 
which should have been spent in doing it. He was 
in favor of an early day, and was willing to agree 
to the resolution as now modified, and hoped the 
House would go effectually about the transaction 
of its necessary business. 

Mr. SPEIGHT presumed that the mind: of 
every gentleman present was made up on this sub- 
ject; he, therefore, moved the previous question; 
which was not sustained—ayes 87, noes 88. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved to strike out the 234 
and insert the 16th June, in the resolution as mod- 
ified. 

The CHAIR (temporarily occupied by Mr. 
Husparp) decided that the motion to commit 
was first in order; if that should be negatived, the 
propositions would be taken up in their order, the 
longest day first. 

Mr. H. EVERETT then withdrew his motion 
to commit, and moved that the 7th day of July be 
fixed as the time of adjournment. : 

Mr. BATES requested his friend (Mr. H. Ev- 
ERETT] to withdraw the proposition. For himself 
he should vote for the earliest day named. The 
responsibility of fixing the time should rest upon 
the majority; and he hoped the gentlemen with 
whom he usually acted would not interpose in the 
matter at all. 

Mr. H. EVERETT could not comply with the 
request. Fe did not regard this as a party ques- 
tion. It was a business question; and the respon- 
sibility of its decision rested upon every individual, 
according to bis vote. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES was opposed to fixing 
any day of adjournment until some of the import- 
ant measures before the House should be settled, 
particularly that regulating the deposites of the 
public money, He did not understand the argu- 
‘ment that fixing the day was necessary for the 
despatch of business. The proper mode of hast- 
ening the day of adjournment was to sit and do 
the business necessary, and which the country 
required to be done. 

After a few remarks from Mr. BURD, 

Mr. S. JONES moved that the further consid- 
eration of the resolution be postponed for a fort- 
night, 

This motion was negatived without a count. 

Mr. DAVENPORT moved that it be postponed 
for a week; upon which he demanded the yèas and 
nays; which were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; eleven only voted in the affirmative, 

The question was then stated on fixing the 7th 
July as the day of adjournment, which was de- 
cided in the negative as follows—yeas 28, nays 173. 


Burd, Carmichael, Clowney, Denny, Dunlap, H. 


Everett, P. C. Fuller, Gilmer, Graham, Hanne- 
gan, Hardin, Jarvis, William Cost Johnson, 


YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Barnitz, Blair, |! 


Kinnard, Lane, Lewis, Lytle, McCarty, McKim, 
McLene, Parks, Pearce, Plummer, Philemon 
Thomas, and Vance—28. 

NA YS—Messrs. John Q.Adams, John Adams, 
John J.. Allen, Chilton Allan, William Allen, An- 
thony, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barringer, 
Bates, Baylies, Bean, Beardsley, Beatty, Beau- 
mont, John Bell, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, 
Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burges, Burns, By- 
num, Cage, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Casey, 
Chambers, Chaney, Chilton, Choate, S. Clark, 
William Clark, Clay, Clayton, Coffee, Connor, 
Corwin, Coulter, Cramer, Crockett, Amos Davis, 
Davenport, Day, Deberry, Deming, Dickson, 
Dickerson, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Edward Ever- 
ett, Ewing, Felder, Fowler, William K. Fuller, 
Fulton, Galbraith, Gamble, Garland, Gholson, 
Gillet, Gordon, Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Jos. Hall, Hiland Hall, Halsey, Hamer, 
Hard, Joseph M. Harper, James Harper, Harri- 
son, Hathaway, Hazeitine, Heath, Henderson, 
Hiester, Howell, Hubbard, Jabez W. Hunting- 
ton, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jackson, Richard 
M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Benjamin Jones, 
Seaborn Jones, Kavanagh, Lansing, Laporte, 
George W. Lay, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, 
Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah 
Mann, Joel K. Mann, Martindale, Marshall, Mar- 
dis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McComas, 
McIntire, McKay, McKennan, McKinley, Me- 
Vean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Muhlen- 
berg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parker, Patton, 
Patterson, Peyton, Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, 
Potts, Ramsey, Schenck, Schley, Wm. B. Shep- 
ard, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Wm. Slade, Charles 
Slade, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Speight, Standi- 
fer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, Wm. 
P. Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Tompkins, 
Turner, Turrill, Tweedy, Vanderpoel, Van Hou- 
ten, Vinton, Wagener, Wardwell, Wayne, Web- 
ster, Whallon, Edward D.W hite, Frederick Whit- 
tlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams—173. 

The question being on the motion to insert the 
30th day of June, : 

Mr. VANCE said he should vote for this day, 
although he was in favor of a later day. Noone 
could look at the state of our calendar without 
being convinced that, by the 23d, we could not act 
upon the ordinary business of the session, to say 
nothing of the bill respecting the deposites. What 
| was the condition of the appropriation bills? The 
general appropriation bill, which occupied six 
| weeks in its discussion here, had not yet been 
taken up in the Senate, and it could not be sup- 
posed that the Senate would finally act upon it by 
the 23d instant. Some of the appropriation bills 
would be lost if the 23d instant should be fixed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, ina few words, signified 
his concurrence in the proposition to fix upon the 
30th of June, and he expressed the hope that 
there would be such a majority in favor of the 
motion as would evince an intention, on the part 
of the House, at least, to make an effort to des- 
patch the public business. 

The question being then taken, it was decided 
in the negative: Yeas 97, nays 109. 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, William Allen, 
Anthony, Ashley, Barni z, Barringer, Beaumont, 
James M. Bell, Blair, Bouldin, Burd, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Carmichael, Chambers, Chaney, 
William Clazz, Clowney, Coffee, Connor, Amos 
į Davis, Day, Denny, Duncan, Dunlap, Evans, H. 
Everett, Ewing, Forester, Fulton, Galbraith, Gil- 
let, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Grayson, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hardin, James Harper, Harrison, 
Heath, Henderson, Howell, Abel Huntington, 
Jarvis, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kava- 
i nagh, Kinnard, Lane, Laporte, Leavitt, Lewis, 
Lyon, Lytle, A. Mann, Joel K. Mann, Marshall, 
McCarty, McIntire, McKay, McKennan, Me- 
| Kim, McLene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, 
Moore, Murphy, Osgood, Parks, Patton, Patter- 
son, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Polk, Potts, 
Shinn, William Slade, Charles Slade, Standifer, 
Stoddert, Sutherland, Francis Thomas, Philemon 
Thomas, Thomson, Tompkins, Turner, Vance, 
Van Houten, Vinton, Webster, Edw. D, White, 
| Wilson, and Wise—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John 
Adams, John J. Allen, Banks, Barber, Bates, 
| Baylies, Bean, Beardsley, Beatty, Bockee, Bodle, 
Boon, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Burges, Burns; Cage, 
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Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chilton, Choate, Samuel 

lark, Clay, Clayton, Corwin, Coulter, Cramer, 
Crockett, Warren R. Davis, Davenport, Deberry, 
Deming, Dickson, Dickerson, Dickinson, Eils- 
worth, Edward Everett, Felder, Fowler, William 
K. Fuller, Gamble, Garland, Gholson, Gorham, 
Grennell, Grifgn, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hal- 
sey, Hard, Joseph M. Harper, Hathaway, Hazel- 
tine, Hiester, Hubbard, Jabez W. Huntington, 
Inge, Jackson, William C. Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Lansing, Lay, Luke 
Lea, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Mar- 
tindale, Mardjs, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, 
McComas, McKinley, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, 
Pierson, Pope, Ramsay, Schenck, Schley, Sel- 
den, William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Sloane, 
Smith, Spangler, Speight, William Taylor, Wil- 
liam P. ‘Taylor, Turrill, Tweedy, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Whallon, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Frederick Whittlesey, Wilde, 
W illiams—109. 

The question then being on the motion of Mr. 
BEARDSLEY to strike out the 23d and insert the 
16:h— 

Mr. POLK rose to express the hope that the 
motion would not prevail. He did entertain the 
opinion that we ought not to fix upon an earlier 
day of adjournment than the 30th of June, and the 
day now proposed could not be fixed upon with 
any propriety in reference to the despatch of the 
public business. 

Mr. BOON hoped, he said, that the gentleman 
from New York would withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WILDE said, before he voted forthe prop- 
osition, he would ask the chairman of the Bank 
Investigation Committee what time would be re- 
quisite, according to his judgment, to bring the 
business of which that committce had charge to a 
final close. He was unwilling to givea vote which 
looked to the suppression of an ample considera- 
tion of that subject. The reasons which governed 
him when he gave his views on this subject on a 
former occasion, still existed. He was then, and 
still was, desirous for fixing the earliest day for ad- 
journment, if there was no probability of any action 

“upon the great subjects before us. Fle should not 
have made these remarks but for the imputation 
which had been thrown upon the minority of a 
desire to protract the session unnecessarily and to 
embarrass the public business. He repeated that 
he was in favor of the earliest day which had been 


named. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, rose, he said, to 
` respond to the inquiry cheerfully and readily. It 
_ was not for him to prescribe.a rule of action to 

others in this House. But, without disrespect to 

others, he might undertake to answer the question 
which had been propounded. .The Committee of 

Investigation, he said, were disposed to call up the 

resolutions reported by them in good faith, and 

with a sincere, earnest, and unequivocal determina- 
tion to carry them through. The gentleman from 

Georgia could anticipate as well as any one the 

length of time which a subject embracing so wide 

a range of topics would occupy. So far as hisown 

opinion went, he must say that he thought it 

utterly impracticable to undertake to act upon the 
questions involved in the bank report, together 
with other business before the Flouse, by the 16th 
instant. There were many appropriation bills to 
be disposed of, in two of which, the canal and 
national road bill, his immediate constituents had 
a great interest. Besides, there was other indis- 
pensable business which would occupy the whole 
time of the House prior to the day named. It 
would be almost ridiculous to take up the subject 
of the bank report, and attempt to dispose of it, 
if the House fixed the 16th of June as the day of 
adjournment. He had had some conversation with 
his colleagues of the committee on the subject, and 
some of them concurred with him in the opinion 
that if that day was fixed on for the day of adjourn- 
ment, it ought to be considered as an unequivocal 
declaration by the House of a determination not 
to act upon the bank report. It would be impos- 
sible, in that case, to consider the subject, unless 
all other business should be postponed till the next 
session. He was bound to suppose that the reso- 
lations would be adopted, and that would elicit 
some discussion. If they were adopted, the meas- 


ures consequent upon it would occupy some time. 
The fifth resolution proposed to authorize an! 


attachment against twelve or fourteen individuals | 
who had refused to testify, and committed other | 
contempts against the authority of the House of | 
Representatives. It would perhaps take the mar- 
shai or sergeant-at-arms a week to execute the 
process. Could it be imagined, then, that the 
House could dispose of so grave a subject in the 
time limited by the resolution, and transact also 
the business before it that could not be postponed ? 
Every one of the members was as capable as he 
was of judging how long the subject would be dis- 
cussed. The report comes up on Tuesday next. 
He should, therefore, think if the House fixed 
upon the 16ch instant for theadjournment it ought 
to be laid upon the table. 

Mr. WISE said he could not yet see land, and 
he would not throw the lead until he saw the land 
ahead. He moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which was negatived. Yeas 65, nays 146. 

Mr. SPEIGHT was inclined (he said) to vote 
for the 16th, but he was now in favor of fixing upon 
the 23d. He moved the previous question. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY withdrew the motion to in- 
seri the 16th, and said that he should certainly vote i 
for the previous question. 

Mr. WILDE hoped the motion for the previous 
question would be withdrawn, as we were still in | 
the dark. 

The question being taken, the House refused to 
second the previous question. 

Mr. SPANGLER renewed the motion to strike 
out 23 and insert 16th June. . 

Mr. WILDE hoped the. motion would not pre 
vail. If, by fixing the 23d, an opportunity would 
be afforded to take up the report of the bank com- 
mittee, he would vote against the 16ch. If it was 
true, as gentlemen on one side supposed, that the 
authority of the House had been contemned by a | 
body of individuals, a just sense of duty and dig- | 
nity should prevent the House from adjourning, | 
bearing upon its character such a stain. What | 
court éver adjourned over to its next term with a | 
contemptuous witness unpunished, and the subject 
uninvestigated? He was unwilling to adjourn until | 
the question was examined. He was unwilling | 
that a grave question, affecting the honor of the | 
House, should be laid over. If the gentleman | 
from Maryland [Mr. Tromas] supposed that the 
931 would afford the necessary time, he would 
vote for that day, though he had intended to vote 
for the 16th. 

Mr. CROCKETT was very anxious that we 
should fix on the 16th, because the proposition | 
had come from a quarter which was accustomed 
to take responsibility. He never believed gentle- | 
men to-be in earnest in this bank report. They 
had proved it, and the proof was at hand. Their 
object was to get away and leave the question 
open, in order to keep up an excitement. 

Mr. CLAYTON understood the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Tuomas] to say, that if the 16th 
was adopted, he should consider it an indication 
that the Elouse did not intend to consider the re- 
port of the committee of investigation. Believing 
it important that the subject should be considered, | 
he had changed his opinion as to the time of ad- 
journment, and moved a reconsideration of the vote | 
by which the House refused to fix the 30th June ; 

Mr. LYTLE felt bound to vote for the longest | 
day, both in reference to the report of the com- | 
mittee, and other important business before the | 
House. He did not believe it practicable to ad- || 
journ at either of the periods which had been pro- | 
posed. Work had been cutout which would last , 
beyond all of them. He was for meeting the | 
questions presented by the report of the commit- | 
tee, and hoped no one of the party with whom he | 
usually acted would obstruct it. He alluded to || 
the circumstance that distinguished gentlemen in | 
the other House at oue time expressed the opinion : 
that Congress ought not to adjourn even if the ʻj 
present session was run into the next. But as | 
soon as a committee of the House was sent to m- | 
vestigate the affairs of the bank, their tone was | 
entirely changed, and they declared themselvesin | 
favor ofan early adjournment. Ie had observed, ` 
both in Congress and in certain presses throughout A 
the Union, a similar change of tone. There was | 
an evident disposition to shrink from the question. ; 
He was satisfied that an early adjournment was | 
inconsistent with the inquiry which the state of | 
that institution required. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
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Mr. R. M. JOHNSON wasin favor ofthe 16th; 
but would. vote for the 23), because it seemed to 
be the prevailing opinion that the session should 
beso far prolonged. Should Congress remain here 
through June and July, be would. hazard. the 
opinion that few important measures would: be 
concluded. Ele had been here twenty-seven years, 
and never yet saw a Congress which would give 
up talking, and go to work before the day of 
adjournment was fixed. We knew very well that 
nothing would be agreed on relative to the great 
subject before the House. 

Mr. CHILTON, in reply to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Lyrue,] denied that hg, for one, was 
disposed to skulk from any examination into the 
affairs of the bank. 
resolution ordering the investigation, because he 
thought the country would derive no benefit from 
it. If we now entered upon that subject, it would 
occupy the whole summer, and no practical good 
would result from it. He was disposed to settle 
the whole matter by adjourning as soon as. the 


|| appropriation bills were passed. 


Mr. BURGES, so far from’ shrinking from the 
bank question, said he would stay here till the 
snow fell, rather than offer any obstacle to its con- 
sideration. If gentlemen wished to bring the 
bankers here, his voice should not be lifted against 
it. He would make no speeches on the one side 
or the other, and would do nothing which should 
obstruct their wishes. The question before the 
House was, shall we give time to the committee 
to arraign the president and directors of the bank ? 
His reply to the question was yes, though there 
was not a man in the House more anxious to get 
home than himself. He hoped every gentleman 
who wished to afford the committee an opportu- 
nity to bring up the subject, would vote for the 
reconsideration. 

Mr. LANE said he had given several silent 
votes upon the subject of the adjournment of the 
session. That it was not his intention to detain 
the House by saying anything that shall invite a 
reply, or add to the present excitement. On the 
contrary, he would desire to allay every unpleasant 
feeling, and banish from the Hall all party spirit— 
all thoughts of who should or should not hereafter 
fill high places. 

Mr. Speaker, as yet we have done but little, 
while all the important bills in which the public 


different feeling seems now to be manifested by.all. 
Sir, from the various important bills referred to 


that which all admit to be of public and private 
importance. : 

There is, however, one billupon the files, regu- 
lating the deposites of the public money, (said Mr. 
L.,) he would never agree by his vote to adjourn 
until finally acted upon. However great his con- 
fidence in the Secretary of the Treasury, and un- 
bounded in the Executive, every consideration of 
public duty demandedit. As we regard ourselves 
and respect-the wishes of our constituents, and the 
reputations of those individuals, and the honor of 
the country, we will dispose of this delicate and 
all-exciting subject. It is called for as we regard 
the public fears, to restore publicand private con- 
fidence, and to relieve, as far as possible, the public 
embarrassment. 

The objection made by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cuicron] is not a sound one, that, if 
we pass the bill, it will fail in the other House. 
However exceptionable the bill in its present form 
to the notions of that honorable gentleman, like all 
others, it may be altered and amended, until it 
might even fill the wishes of the gentleman him- 
self, The other branch, in their wisdom, will also 
be at liberty to mould it to their sense of propriety 
and duty. 

Mr. Speaker, my honorable friend from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Jounson] says, twenty-seven years” 


never do anything unul the day of adjournment is 
fixed. Granted; but does that prove that a rea- 
sonable time ought not to be given between the. 
time of fixing and the day of adjournment? And 
that in doing this, we ought not to be influenced 
by the business to be transacted? 


by several honorable gentlemen, it is evident that 
the 23d of June will be too limited to accomplish 


He had voted against. the , 


| interest is concerned, remain to be disposed of. He | 
did not believe gentlemen would be disposed to 
destroy the important’ business of the House. A. 


2 


experience has taught him that this House will 
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There is another bill which seems to be here 

~ overlooked by all save the honorable gentleman at 
my left, [Mr. Cuitron.] Irefer to the bill placing 
the soldiers of the West upon the pension list with 
those of the Revolution. Mr. Speaker, I may for- 
get myself, but I will never forget the war-worn 
soldiers of the valley of the Ohio. No, sir; nor 
will I cease to vindicate their characters; and urge 
their claims upon the nation, while I shall be hon- 
ored with a seat upon this floor. _ 

Sir, my honorable friend atthe right (Mr. Jony- 
son] says his constituents desire to see him. Of 
this there can be no doubt. All who know him 
desire to see him. 

The gentleman says, this is the popular branch 
of the Government—the last hope of freedom. 

*'To this sentiment I respond most heartily. Yes, 
Mr. Speaker, in this Hall, | have no doubt, the 
last voice in defence of liberty and law will be 
heard; in this Hall that eagle will make its last 
flutter; that banner for the last time be unfurled. 

~ Here shall liberty bid her last adieu. Yes, sir, in 
this Hall will the last smile be dashed from the 
lips of that fair goddess by some ambitious tyrant, 
bursting thesedoors with swords and body-guards, 
bidding the Representatives of the people depart. 
Teaven grant that day shall be distant—far, far 
distant. 

Mr. ANTHONY said it was difficult to bring 
so many opinions together upon any one time; but 
the 23d was, perhaps, the safest and best period 
to fix. The question had now been debated four 
hours, and he hoped the House was now ready for 
a decision. He called for the previous question. 

The CHAIR informed the Ffouse that the main 
question was the motion of Mr. CLAYTON to re- 
consider the vote refusing to fix the 30th of June 
as the day of adjournment. 

The previous question was seconded: Ayes 106; | 
and the main question ordered to be put, without 
a division. , 

. The question of reconsideration was carried by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
‘William Allen, Anthony, Ashley, Barnitz, Bates, 

` Beaumont, John Bell, James M. Bell, Blair, Boul- 
din, Bull, Bunch, Burd, Burges, Cambreleng, Car- 
michael Chambers, Chaney, William Clark, Clay- 
ton,Clowney ,Coffee, Connor, W. R. Davis, Amos 
Davis,Davenport, Day, Deberry,Denny, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Evans, H. Everett, Ewing, Forester, Ful- 
ton, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Joseph 
Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Jos. M. Har- 
per, James Harper, Flarrison, Heath, Henderson, 
Howell, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Seaborn 
Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kin- 
nard, Lane, Laporte, Lay, Leavitt, Lewis, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, J. K. Mann, 
Martindale, Marshall, John Y. Mason, Moses Ma- ! 
son, McCarty,Mclatire, McKay,MclKennon,Mc- | 
Kim, McLene, MeVean, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, 
Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Muh- 
lenburg, Murphy, Osgood, Parks, Patton, Patter- 
son, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, 
Plummer, Polk, Potts, Schenck, Selden, William 
B. Shepard, Shinn, William Slade, Charles Slade, 
Sloane, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland Francis 
Thomas, Philemon Thomas, Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Turner, Vance, Van Houten, Wagener, 
Watmough, Wayne, Edward D. White, Elisha 
«Whittlesey, Wilde, Wilson, Wise, Young—120. 

NAYS—Messrs, John Adama, John J. Allen, 
Chilton Allan, Banks, Barber, Baylies, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beatty, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Briggs, | 
Brown Burns, Bynum, Cage, Campbell, Carr, | 
Casey, Chilton, Choate, Samuel Clark, Clay, Cor- | 
win, Coulter, Cramer,Crockett, Deming, Dickson, | 
Dickinson, Ellsworth, Edward Everett, Felder, | 
Fowler, William K. Puller, Gamble, Garland, | 
Gholson, Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hiland Hall, Halsey, Hard, Hathaway, Hazel- 
tine, Hiester, Hubbard, Jabez W, Huntington, 
Jackson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Richard M. John- |} 
son, Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Lansing, | 
Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Love, Mardis, McComas, | 
McKinley, Page, Parker, Pierson, Pope, Ramsay, | 
Schley, A. H. Shenperd, Smith Spangler, Speight, ! 
William Taylor,W. P. Taylor, Turrill, Tweedy, ji 
Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward, Wardwell, Whallon, | 


Frederick Whittlesey, Williams—85. | 
The question being on fixing upon the 30th of jj 
June— ii 


| attainment, and the estimation in which his opin- 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS said he would detain the 
House a moment with an explanation of his vote. 
From the day of thé introduction of the resolution, 
he had uniformly voted for the shortest time. He 
had presumed that the bill regulating the deposites 
was not to be touched. All other important busi- 
ness might be despatched by the 16th. But having 
found it to be the intention of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and’ Means to bring up that 
bill, which would be necessarily a subject of dis- 
cussion, he was in favor of a longer period. If the 
report of the bank committee was to be taken up, | 
the 30th June was the very shortest time for its | 
consideration. Ele hoped the House would reflect 
on its character. This is new matter. The House 
had sent a committee to investigate the affairs of 
the bank. Have they doneit? Not one word on | 
that subject is to be found in the report. Ft con- } 
tains no information as to the affairs of the bank. | 
The committee had returned with a charge against 
the bank, of having three times violated its char- | 
ter; and for the punishment of those offences, the 
committee propose to bring the offenders to the 
bar of the House—to bring to our bar fourteen 
respectable individuals, to be punished as crimi- 
nals. We are to send our Sergeant-at-Arms to 
arrest, fourteen men. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to order. He in- | 
quired if that question was before the House. 

The CHAIR (Mr. Husparn) did not consider 
the gentleman out of order. * 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. He was assigning rea- 
sons for changing his vote. Fie hoped every vote | 
he should give would be given on principle; and he 
felt responsible to the Elouse and to his constitu-.! 
ents for an alteration of his vote. Weare told 
that we are disposed to shrink from this subject, 
by an early adjournment. He was willing to stay 


for years, sooner than adjourn, if he thought the |) 


dignity of the House had been insulted, in order 
that it should be sustained. Was he out of order 
when he said that he had changed his vote, be- 
cause of this.new matter—because it was proposed 
to bring fourteen men in chains to our bar, to an- 
swerascriminals? We had not a soldier to enforce 
our orders. He recollected the anecdote of the 
man who took three prisoners by surrounding 
them; he supposed we should send our Sergeant- 
at-Airms to surround these fourteen individuals. 
He should admire to see that sight. But a grave 
question arises as to the right of this House to 
send into a State and arrest citizens and bring them 
here. This House is nota court of justice. We | 
are to try these men upon an accusation brought | 
by ourselves, and we are to punish them ourselves, 
with the whole power of our vindictive justice. 
Does any one suppose that this question is to be 
settled without much deliberation? 

Mr. THOMAS said, the character of the re- 
marks to which he had just listened impelled him 
to speak, During his absence from his seat, on 
another occasion, an act gf the majority of the 
committee, of which he was one, had been most 
unjustly, he would not say, falsely, characterized. 
They had been charged with authorizing a publi- 
cation of this report, with a view of forestalling, 
improperly, the public judgment. The transac- 
tion he had heretofore, frankly explained, and he 
could not feel the least respect for the opinion of 
any member who would thereafter impute to him | 
or his colleagues the slightést impropriety of mo- | 
tive. But what has this House witnessed from 
another quarter? The gentleman from Rhode | 
Island [Mr. Burces] had-embraced every oppor- 
tunity, in season and out of season, to speak | 
slightly of the report of the bank committee. 
When it was first presented to the House, and | 
again to-day, he had sought to excite popular pre- | 
judice against its authors and the measure they 
had recommended for the adoption of the House. | 
Notwithstanding these proceedings from that and | 
from other quarters, he had never attempted a vin- | 
dication of the report, because he felt it did not 
need much vindication against mere declamatory | 
assaults. But the gentleman from Massachusetts | 
has now entered the arena. His remarks are too | 


well calculated to forestall the judgment of the |! 


country to be passed unnoticed. The high char- 
acter of the honorable gentleman for distinguished 


ions are held by that large portion of the people || 
who believe he has done signal service to his coun- | 


try in the important stations he has held, forbid 
that his remarks should pass unnoticed. 

Why has this House been repeatedly told by 
him that the directors of the bank whom we pro- 
pose to attach, are distinguished for talents, and 
especially for financial skill and judgment? Are 


| weto take it for granted that the bank, under their 


control, is judiciously and wisely managed, solely 
because they are skilful financiers? However men 
may act, no one will admit that to be their princi- 
ple of action. The gentleman mistakes much the 
character of this House and of their constituents, 
if he supposes the financial skill of the directors 
would suffice of itself to satisfy them that there is 
not good cause to inquire into the manner in which’ 
they have discharged a high trust. The gentle- 
man also greatly misconceives the true character 
of the House and the genius of our institutions, if 
he imagines that the intellectual attainments and 
high character in other respects, of these persons, 
who had defied the authority of this House, would 
shield them from responsibility. That man who 
is to be deterred from discharging his duties here, 
because he may, by so doing, be compelled to en- 
counter the displeasure of any man or set of men, 
no matter how high their station, or how great their 
intellectual powers, is unworthy to be esteemed 
the representative of freemen. For one, he had 
avery different rule for his conduct. He assented 
to the declaration that all men are created equal, 
and he was ready to act up to the theory on which 
our institutions are founded, All men are not only 
created equal in the eye of the law, but they exist 
as equals. With such rules for his guide, he would 
enforce the laws against the highest and most 
powerful,as readily as he would against the most 
humble; against the Chief Magistrate of the coun- 
try, as cheerfully as against the most humble citi- 
zen. Our laws were made byallas a rule cf con- 
duct for all; and they are over and above all per- 
sons whatsoever. He went for the supremacy of 
the laws; and when convinced, as he was in this 
instance, clearly and conclusively, thatan import- 
ant and essential principle of the laws had been con- 
temned—one, without the enforcement of which 
this House, the great sheet-anchor of our Govern- ` 
ment, was deprived of one of its most important 
powers—he stood prepared to arrest or attach any 
being but the dread God who made him. - 

The gentleman has told us that the right to 
attach for contempt of the authority of this House 
is a most mysterious power. The memory of the 
distinguished gentleman must be more treacherous 
than his, and more forgetful than that of other per- 
sons present. fe had the honor to serve with 
the gentleman in the preceding Congress. During 
its session, Governor Houston, of Tennessee, was 
arrested for an assault upon Mr. Stansbury, then 
a member of the House. No difficulty was then 
felt in discovering the existence of this ‘ myste- 
rious power.” The resolution for the arrest of 
Houston was passed by the vote of all the mem- 
bers of the Flouse, except thirty-five. The offence 
he had committed was of a character very differ- 
ent from the one now complained of. He had 
committed an assault on a member in the streets of 
this city, who was not engaged in the discharge of 
any duty imposed on him by this House. In that 
case, the gentleman acted with those who had not 
only the inclination, but found readily the law 
which authorized them to punish for a supposed 
contempt. In the present instance, it must be 
admitted by all, there is less doubt of the power of 
the House than in the case of Houston. Here we 
allege that the directors of the bank have contempt- 
uously disregarded the legal process of this House, 
by refusing to submit to it. They have resisted 
the mandates of the House, made by a committee 
duly authorized to make them. It is not a con- 
test between the committee and the directors. We 
haveno personal affrontsto avenge. We have no 
personal feelings to gratify. We were the officers 
of this House. They ordered that to be done 
which the directors will not permit to be done. 
The House must then surely do one of two things: 
either back out, repeal the resolution under which 
the committee has been appointed, and discharge 
the committee from the duty imposed, or enforce 


[its will by attachment or other compulsory pro- 
|| cess. Gentlemen are mistaken if they suppose the 


committee feel peculiar responsibility on this sub- 
ject. Those members of the committee who voted 
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duty. 
county court who has not witnessed similar’ pro- 
ceedings. There, if a witness refuses to obey a 
summons, he is attached for contempt, and fined 
or imprisoned, at the discretion of the court. 
There,'a sheriff or juror is liable to the service of 
the same process. 

But, what shall we say of another portion of 
the remarks of the distinguished gentleman, with 
whose opinion alone, let it be understood, L am 
combating? Towards him personally I wish to 
manifest, what I feel, a sincere respect. Bui what, 
I repeat, must be the judgment of this House 
and of the public, on the attempt to ridicule the 
idea that our Sergeant-at-Arms can arrest fourteen 
men? Are we, then, to conclude that gentlemen 
are prepared to resist the lawful authority of the 
House? Fle inquires, too, will the State of Penn- 
sylvania pe mit fourteen of her citizens to be sum- 
moned to the bar of this House? Sir, (said Mr. 
'T.,) the people of Pennsylvania are not ready to 
rebel at the will of any man or setof men. They 
will not be prepared to resist the laws at the bid- 
ding, or to promote the ulterior purposes of any 
party. Let but an insurrectionary spirit display 
itself, and every man who loves the institutions 
which have shed their benign influence upon every 
part of this noble Confederacy, will stand forth to 
vindicate the supremacy of the laws. 

Mr. T. said,he hoped the House would pardon 
these remarks. He was sensible they would be 
more appropriate when the reports of the bank 
committee came up for consideration. Fle dis- 
liked seriously the practice which prevailed here 
of discussing questions notimmediately before the 
House, yet he could not consent to have his own 
course, and a measure of which he decidedly ap- 
-proved, done injustice to in this debate, without 
reply. Ile hoped the House would not adjourn 
until the 30’h of June, and before that day would 
act decidedly and correctly on the grave ques- 
tions which were involved in the bank report, 
and on other highly important measures not yet 
disposed of. 

Mr. SUTELERLAND moved the previous ques- 
tion, but immediately withdrew it, 

Mr. HiESTER renewed the call for the previous 
question, which was not sustained by the House. 

The question was then taken on striking out 
234, and inserting the 30th of June, as the day of | 
adjournment. This was carried by the following 
vote: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman 
Allen, Wiliam Allen, Anthony, Archer, Ashley, 
RBarnitz, Barringer, Bates, Beaumont, John Bell, | 
James M. Bell, Bouldin, Bull, Bunch, Burd, Bur- 
ges, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Chambers, 
Chaney, Williara Clark, Clayton, Coffee, Connor, 
Amos Davis, Dav, Deberry ,Denny,Duncan, Dun- 
lap, Evans, Fiorace Everett, Ewing,Forester, Philo 
C. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gillet, Gilmer, Gor- 
don, Graham, Grayson, Jos. Hall, Hamer, Han- 
nezan, Hard, Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, James 
Harper, Harrison, Heath, Henderson, Howell, 
Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, Seaborn 
Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kin- | 
nard, Lane, Laporte, Luke Lea, Leavitt, Lewis, 
Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel 
K Mann, Martindale, Marshall, Moses Mason, 
McCarty, Melntire, McKay, McKennan, McKim, 
McLene, McVean, Mercer, Miller, Robert Mitch- | 
ell, Moore, Murphy, Osgood, Parks, Talog, Pat- 
terson, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, 
Pinckney, Plummer, Polk, Potts, Selden, William 
B. Shepard, Shinn, William Stade, Charles Slade, | 
Sloane, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, Francis | 
Thomas, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, 
Vance, Vanderpcel, Van Houten, Vinton, Wat- 
mough, Wayne, Webster, W hallon, Edward D. 


Wirte, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Wilson, and | 
Wise—130. f 


i Beardsley, Beatty, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Briggs, 
i Brown, Burns, Cage, Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chil- 
ton; Ghonte, Samnel Clark Clays Corwin, Coulter; | 
| Cramer, Crockett, Davenport, Deming, Di =i 
Gentlemen may talk for effect of the arrest of || n lisw doad Ever 


|| ett, Felder, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Gamble, 


| fore thought, as several seats were vacant, it would | 
| be very improper to take them up at this time. į 


| to take up a subject of a public nature, this bein 


i that this wads Friday. 


NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
Chilton Allan; Banks, Barber, Baylies, Bean, | 


Dickerson, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Edward Ever- 


Garland, Gholson, Gorham, Grennell, Griffin, H. 
Hall, Halsey, Hathaway, Hazeltine, Hiester, 
Hubbard, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, Wm. 
C. Johnson, R. M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, 
Lansing, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Love, Mardis, 
John Y. Mason, McComas, McKinley, Muhlen- 
berg, Page, Parker, Pierson, Pope, Ramsay, | 
Schenck, Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, Smith, 
Spangler, Speight, William Taylor, William P. 
Taylor, Turrill, Tweedy, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Frederick Whittlesey, and Williams—83. 
The resolution, as amended, was then adopted | 
without a division, | 
Mr. S. JONES gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to take up the report on the con- |; 
tested Kentucky election. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 30, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Downeuson, his Private Secretary. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, by Mr. Franxuiy, their Clerk, stating | 
that the House had passed a joint resolution fixing | 
the time tor the adjournment of Congress, in which | 
they asked the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill from the House of Representatives | 
regulating the value of silver coin was read a first ij 
and second time, and referred, on motion of Mr. ; 


WEBSTER, to the Committee on Finance. it 


The bill for the better organization of the United || 
States marine corps was taken up in Committee of | 
the W hole, and which led toa discussion of upwards | 


of three hours between Messrs. SOUTHARD, i! 


FORSYTH, PRESTON, CHAMBERS, CAL- 
HOUN, CLAY, LEIGH, PORTER, and BIBB. | 
The bill was amended, on motion of Mr. BIBB, | 
go as to abolish brevet rank in thg Army and ma- | 
rine corps, save when merited by services rendered | 
in action, and also excepting those now entitled to | 
it after having rendered ten years’ service. | 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed | 
and read a third time. 

Mr. CLAY moved to take up for consideration 
the joint resolution submitted by him relative to, 
the deposite of the public moneys in the Bank of 
the United States. 

Mr. BROWN remarked that these resolutions | 
were very important in their character; he there- 


ij 
He was ready to give his vote at any time upon ; 
them, but it was hardly treating absent gentlemen | 
fairly to pass them now. I} 

Mr. WRIGHT asked whether it was in order | 
oi 

i 
a day set apart for the consideration of private bills. || 

Mr. CLAY said he had no wish to take advan- 
tage of the absence of other members. His only į! 
wish was, that the resolution might be ordered to |, 
be engrossed for a third reading, and then let the | 
subject lie over till Monday. : $i 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the Secretary to read the |! 
order which had been adopted, setting apart Fri- :) 
days and Saturdays exclusively for private busi- || 
ness. : H 

The order was read. 

The CHAIR remarked that it was not aware 
From the terms of the: 
order it seemed that the rule would prohibit the | 
consideration of the resolutions. 

Mr. CLAY theg gave notice, that on Morday | 
next, whoever were absent or whoever were pres- i 
ent, he would press the resolutions to & final pas- || 
sage. H 


i} 
li 


t 
i 


BILLS. 

The following bilis were considered in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading: | 
A bill for the relief of the town of Fayeiteville, | 
in the Territory of Arkansas; i 


i 
i 


| proper to give th 


i| Nunnery, 


A bill for the relief of John Chandler and: Wil- 
liam Johnson. -` one g 

The Senate then considered the bill to enable... 
South Hanover College, in Indiana, to establish 
an asylum for teaching the deaf and dumb. : : . 

Messrs. HENDRICKS and POINDEXTER 
advocated, and Messrs. SOUTH ARD,GRUNDY, 
CLAY SPRAGUE, and PORTER, opposed the 
sill: h 

When, on Mr. POINDEXTER’S motion, the 
biil was laiq on the table. 

The Senate then (at five o’clock) adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, May 30, 1834. 
Mr. SPEAKER STEVENSON rose and in- 


|| formed the Llouse that he had taken the chair this 


morning, though still laboring under severe and 
continued indisposition, for the purpose of opening 
the House and preventing any delay in its business, 
and likewise for the purpose of announcing his 
determination of resigning the Speaker’s chair and 
his seat in Congress. This he proposed doing on 
Monday next, at eleven o’clock. He had formed 
this resolution under a deep sense of duty, and 
because his state of health rendered it impossible 
for him (as must be apparent to the House) to dis-, 
charge in person the laborious duties of the Chair; 
and he had, therefore, deemed it respectful and 
is early notice of his intention to 
retire. ` ; 

Mr. CHILTON moved the suspension of the 
rulesin order to offer a resolution providing that, for 
the residue of the session of Congress, the House 
shall take a recess from two to four o’clock, and 
meet daily at ten o’clock, A.M. . 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays 
on the motion; which were ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, it was determined in the negative. 
Yeas 57, nays 89. 

' Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill for the benefit of 
the town of Alexandria. : 

Mr. HEATH, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a joint resolution for the purchase 
of one hundred copies of Barry’s Laws of Ex- 
change; read and ordered to a second reading. 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. © 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, declaring Tuomas P. Moone, Esquire, to be 


| entitled to a seat in this House, as a Representative 


from the fifth congressional district of Kentucky, 
together with the following amendment offered by 
Mr. Bangs: i 

‘That all the legal votes which were received in 
‘ Lancaster, Garrard county, whilst Moses Grant, 
‘ Esq., acted as one of the judges on the first morn- 
‘ing of the election, in August last, and those ofa 
«like character, given on the second day of the 


| ¢ election, in the casual absence of the sheriff, ought 


“to be estimated in ascertaining the result of the 
© election.” : i 
Mr. BANKS accepted as a modification the mo- 


| tion of Mr. Jones, to amend the amendment, by 


substituting the word “ qualified” for “legal,” and 
striking out the word ‘* casual.” : 
Mr. BANKS also modified his amendment by 
adding to it the following: 5 
«That the votes of David McKee, Alfred W. 
Buford, Elijah Mount, Clayton Fitzpatrick, wW. 
R. Preston, R. L. Berry, B. Lefler, R. McKeown, 
G. M. Ormond, and Lewis L. Mason, given in 
Mercer county, be counted; the first nine for R. P. 
Letcher, and the last one for T. P. Moore., 
«Thatthe vetesof John M cHan, Reuben Young, 


! Vincent Inge, Jacob Coffman, William Jenkins, 


and the Rev. D. Robinson, be taken from the num- 
ber of votes allowed by the majority of the com- 
mittee to Moore, in Mercer county, and added to 
those counted for Letcher. 

“That the votes of Eli Williams and Wade 
Dawson, of Anderson county, and that those of 
Villiam Conner, Charles Welsh, Thomas Harns, 
Montgomery Vanlandingham, Joseph Murrin, Levi 
Richard Card, Anderson Hulet, Hick- 
man Evans, Henry Wood, and Richard White, of 
Jessamine county, be counted for R. P. Letcher. 
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: ROBERT P. LETCHER, Esq., addressed the 
House, by permission, in defence of his claim to 
the seat. . aa, 

Mr. L. proceeded till twelve o’clock in his re- 
marks; when 

The CHAIR announced that this day, being | 
Friday, was set apart, by the rules, after the morn- 
ing business, for despatch of private business; 
but, with the unanimous consent of the House, 
the gentleman could proceed. 

No objectiow being made— 
. Mr, ‘Lercuer resumed, and continued his re- 
marks till after three o’clock. He concluded by | 
expressing his thanks to the House for the patient 
attention which they had afforded him, and by 
stating that he was perfectly well satisfied that 
the committee, in making a report adverse to his 
claim, were not governed by any feeling of un- 
kindness to him. He also wished to say, not 
however with a view to influence the vote of any 
member on this question, that he should respect- 
fully decline the pay and mileage of a member, 
proposed by the committee, in case the Flouse 
should determine that he was not entitled to the 
contested seat. 
` Mr. HAMER rose (he said) merely to make a 
motion, and there were too reasons why he made 
it. The first was, that the gentleman who had 
just closed his remarks had referred to, and read, 
a part of the testimony which related to a great. 


number of voters, and that it seemed necessary || 


that the gentleman who was to follow him {[Mr. 
Moors] should have some time allowed to him. 
The other reason was, that, as-his health was in- 
firm, he doubted whether he would have sufficient 
strength to enable him to go through with his reply 
this evening. 

Mr. H. therefore thought it proper to move an 
adjournment. : 

“he motion was agreed to; and 
The House adjourned. 


A sketch of the remarks of Mr. Carr, upon 
offering an amendment to the Harbor und 
River Bill. 

May 17, 1834. 

Mr. CARR proposed an amendment to the bill 
for an appropriation of the sum of $25,000 to im- 
prove the navigation in the Indian Chute through 
the Falls of the Ohio river. 

Mr. C. in a very brief and explicit manner ear- 
nestly urged the propricty and atility of improving 
the navigation in the falls. Ffestated thata survey 
had been made; that the Committee on Roads and 
Canals had called on the department for a copy of 
the survey, and algo for an estimate of the amount 
necessary to make the improvement asked for. 
Mr. C. said he had been informed that the depart- 
ment had requested Captain Shreve to make an 
estimate of the probable amount which it would 
cost to improve the navigation through the falls to 
an advantage, but that he had not been informed 
whether this estimate had been made and forward- 
ed to the Committee on Roads and Canals or not. 
Mr. C. said he had deemed it his bounden duty 
to offer at this time the amendment which he had 
proposed. Ifthe estimate had not yet been made, 

e 

If so, it would be presented to the House for its 

action previous to the engrossment of the bill. | 

Mr. C. suid, that, in frequent conversations which 

he had had with Captain S. on this subject, (in | 

whose judgment he confided much,) he had given 

it as his opinion, that with the sum of twenty- į 

five thousand dollars, the obstruction which now | 

impeded safe and easy navigation through the 


|| navigation, as to make the navigation both safe 


presumed that it would be done immediately, || 


i, state of things so cssential to be known. 


| the Ohio, laden with the productions of the culti- 
| vators of the soil, and of the enormous tax which 
| the owners of them were liable to pay for a pas- 
| sage through the canal. Mr. C. was of opinion, 
| that onehalfthe amount which the owners of boats 
| which descended the Ohio river are liable to pay; 


! within the term of one year, in the way of tolls, 


| if they all passed through the canal, would so far | 
i remove the obstruction, which now impedes the 


i and easy through the falls, at least so far as the 
: flat-bottom-boat navigation, and boats of ordinary 
| tonnage of other descriptions, areconcerned. Mr. | 
| ©. said, it was the opinion of many persons with | 
whom hehad conversed some of whom weregentle- 
| men of much experience, to improve the navigation 
| of the falls in the manner in which he understood 
| it was contemplated to be done, and depositing | 
| the rock which would have necessarily to be | 
| rethoved from the channel, so to be improved in a | 
proper manner, that so far from injuring the canal 
| in the slightest degree, it would have the contrary 
effect; that the condition of the canal would be 
| improved by it. 
i Mr. C. said, that as this was a matter of so 
| much interest, to so large a portion of the coun- 
i try, he hoped the small sum asked for would be 
granted. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Apnrin 26, 1834. 


Mr. Epwarp D. Wuirs, from the select | 
committee to which was referred the | 
memorial of Benjamin Phillips, of Phil- | 
adelphia, made the following report : 


The object of the memorialist is to invite 
the attention of Congress, and of the pub- | 
lic generally, to certain improvements 
devised by him in the use and structure 
of the steam engine. The model of his 
apparatus, accompanied by drawings and 
diagrams, illustrative of its principles, have | 
been submitted and examined. Whatever 
other advantages may be supposed to be 
combined in the scheme, the committee 
|have considered it chiefly, if not excelu- 
sively, in reference to its comparative 
i safety, or exemption from the danger of | 
| explosion. 

* It seems to be a point conceded by 
| scientific observers, that among the pri- 
; mary causes of explosion in steam boilers, 
j one of the most prominent may be traced 
|! to the wantof a constantand regular sup- 
ply of water, while the engine is in action. 
| The usual means employed, as the com- 
| mittee are advised, both for supplying the 
| consumption of the boiler, and for ascer- 
taining the quantum of water in that | 
| receptacle, are inadequate and uncertain. 
|The forcing pump is liable to derange- 
ment; and when the water has fallen so 
low asto superinduce the circumstances of | 
fdanger, neither the common gauge cock, ! 
nor the common safety valve, can be 

relied on foran accurate indication of the 


falls could be, in a great degree, removed. It was | 
also the opinion of other gentlemen of eXperience | 
in matters of this sort, that with the sum asked | 
for, the navigation might be so improved as to | 
vender the passage of flat-bottomed boats, and | 
other vessels of ordinary tonnage, safe through | 
the falls throughout the greater portion of the | 

ear. 

Mr. C. adverted to the vast commerce which | 
was carried on upon the Ohio river, and of the | 
deep interest which was felt by the agricultural | 
community and others, in relation to the contem- | 
plated improvement—he spoke of the large number- 
of flat-bottomed boats which annually descended 


By the plan submitted, these defects 
appear to be remedied. A constant and 
| uniform supply of water, and a test water | 
gauge, indicating to thé eye, at any' 
: moment, the precise level of the fluid in| 
| the boiler, form a part of the melioration | 
suggested. 

But what appears to the committee to | 


a corresponding stress on the boiler. This 
result is obtained by generating the steam 
at a very moderate pressure on the boiler, 
from whence it is conveyed for use, to one 
or more receivers, in which, before it is 
applied as the momentum to the engine, 
it may be raised, by flues heated from a 
separate furnace, to any required degree 
of elasticity. 

The committee are of opinion, that if 
the scheme be feasible, of which THEY Do 
NOT DOUBT, it must, of itself, be an impor- 
tant step towards the grand desideratum. 
Confined in a separate reservoir, not in 
immediate connexion with the boiler, the 
steam, however rarified, would not be 
liable to be ‘suddenly injected with water, 
a process which all concurring experience 
proclaims to be the proximate cause of 
many of the most dreadful accidents that 
have occurred. 

The form and position of the contem- 
plated receiver is believed to present an- 
other condition of security. Placed verti- 
cally on the deck, with different chambers 
or compartments, connected by valves, the 
steam at its greatest tension, naturally 
rushing through the valves into the upper 
chambers of the recipient, if ever explosion 
should take place, it would be a mere 
effusion of steam, and not of heated water ; 
and the discharge would be upward, into 
the open air, leaving untouched the pas- 
sengers and the property embarked in the 
vessel. 

There are other particulars in the mech- 
anism, of the usefulness of which practical 
engineers alone are competent to form an 
accurate estimate. It will suffice to say, ` 
that, as a whole, the committee consider 
the contrivance as reflecting credit on the 
science and ingenuity of the proprietor, 
and that his plan is worthy of a full and 
fair experiment. 

On the question as to the power and 
the expediency of aid and coöperation on 
the part of the Government in experiments 
of the kind, the committee have come to 
an affirmative conclusion. When it is 
considered how intimately the subject- 
matter connects itself with the general 
welfare, looking to the protection of the 
lives and property of the whole people, 
that itinvolves considerations of naval and 
national defence, as well as the general 
interests of commerce, it is not thought 
that any valid opposing argument can be 
drawn from the want of power, much less 
can objection be raised en the score of 
policy. 

The committee have thought proper to’ 
recommend a small sum to be placed at 
the disposal of the Secretary of the Navy, 
to test the improvements in this branch. 
It is believed that a réasonable expendi- 
ture of the public money for this subject 
would coincide with the universal sense, 
and meet the applause of the nation. The 
knowledge of the mode of controlling and 
directing with safety this powerful, but 


be the distinguishing feature of the plan, | 
is, that it contemplates the employment of, 
ithe steam at any given pressure, without | 


hitherto dangerous agent in the affairs of 
men, would be cheaply purchased at the 
cost of millions. 
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Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should, on 
Monday next, moveto print an additional number 
of copies of the Biennial Register. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, the bill settling and 
establishing the northern boundary line of the 
State of Ohio, was taken up and made the special 
order of the day for Wednesday next. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave obtained, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Duncan L. 
Clinch; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. CLAYTON moved that the Senate take up 
the bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Moses Sheperd, deceased. Lost. Yeas 12, 
nays 16. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, introduced a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Philip Moore, deceased; 


which was read and ordered to a second reading. | 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill 
for the relief of Mountjoy Bayly was taken up. 

Mr. MOORE moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The prin- 
ciple involved was an iraportant one. It was one 
of interest or commutation, which had always been 
reported against by the committee. 

Mr. BLACK thought the principle of interest 


was different from that supposed by the gentleman | 
It was on the | 
principle of the funding act, which, he thought, | 


from Alabama, [Mr. Moore.] 


was decided by yeas and nays'at the last session. 
The interest was universally allowed, and was not 
questioned till this session. 


Mr, POINDEXTER, Mr. BELL, and Mr. | 


CHAMBERS, made some remarks against the 
recommitment. 


Mr. MOORE then withdrew his motion, con- : 


tenting himself to let the principle be settled on 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN opposed the bill on 
the principle that such claims of interest alone 
would exhaust the whole Treasury. 

Mr. BELL denied that the claim was one of 
interest. It was this belief. which led gentlemen 
to the misapprehension, ‘The claim was for fifty 
years of half-pay, and nothing more. 

Mr. WHITE said, the object of this bill was 
to give interest on five years’ full pay. He had 


looked into this claim, and had come to the con- | 


clusion that the applicant was entitled neither to 


the principal nor the interest. In the year 1831 he į 


applied to Congress for his five years’ full pay, 

. instead of his half-pay for life, which was granted 
to him on producing proof to satisfy the Secretary 
of War. And Mr. W. thought that no satisfac- 
tory proof had ever been produced of his serving 
to the end of the war. Whether the Senate should 
decide for or against the principle of allowing 
interest in such cases, he protested against its 
being allowed in this case. 


Some further remarks were made by Messrs. | 


TYLER, BELL, BIRB, CHAMBERS, and 


KING of Georgia, in favor of the bill, and by | 


Messrs. LEIGH, WHITE, and SMITH, in 


opposition to it. i 
The question being,on the passage of the bill, 


M: BIBB asked the yeas and nays; which were | 


ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Chambers, 
Clay, Hendricks, Kent, King of Alabama, Mc- 
Kean, Poindexter, Porter, Robbins, Silsbee, 
Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler—16. ; 

NAYS—Messre. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hill, 
King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, 
Morris, Prentiss, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, 
Swift, Tipton, White, Wright—22. 

The bill granting to General P. Thomas, of 
Louisiana, a tract of land in consideration of the 
military services rendered by him in taking pos- 


session of that portion of West Florida included | 


in the district of Baton Rouge, was considered as 


27 


j 


H 


in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. ; 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the Senate 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, May 31, 1834. 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported sundry bills from the Senate; 
which were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill authorizing examina- 
tions, surveys, and estimates, for the construction 
of certain roads, and the improvement of certain 
harbors and rivers; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before the House any information in his 
department, respecting the cost of constructing 
the contemplated embankment across the swamps 
and water courses between a point on the Mis- 
sissippi, opposite Memphis, in Tennessee, and 
the high ground west of St. Francis river, and to 
report whether the road beyond the same, leading 
from Memphis to Little Rock, requires a further 
sum for its completion, and what amountis deemed 
sufficient therefor. 

Mr. M. requested that the House would now 
act upon this resolution, as the information sought 
was important for the action of the House. The 
resolution was taken up by unanimous consent 
and adoptod. 


Mr. SCHLEY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for granting a pension 
to Thomas Mortoiy which was read twice and 
committed. : 


Mr. BELL, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported a bill giving the assent of Congress to an 
agreement or compact entered into between the 
States of New York and New Jersey, respecting 
the territorial limits and jurisdiction ofthoseStates. 

Mr. B. said it was.regarded as a matter of great 
importance by these States that this bill should be 
passed the present session: there being, so far as 
he was apprized, no objection from any quarter to 
its provisions, he hoped the House would- consent 
to its being read at length, with a view to move 
its engrossment for a third reading. 

The bill was read accordingly. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS wished this bill would take 
the ordinary course. Fhe provisions of this bill 
were extremely important; and he presumed they 
had been duly considered by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. But he wished for time to look into them 
for himself, in order to ascertain if the rights of 
the United States were properly guarded. As he 
understood the bill, it appeared to assert that the | 
two States of New York and New Jersey had 
entire jurisdiction over the waters mentioried in the į 
agreement. The United States, in his opinion, had | 
important rights which had not been noticed. He 
did not wish to disturb the agreement, so far as | 
referred to territorial boundaries; but the para- 
mount right of the United States ought not to be 
conceded. 

Mr. BELL said the committee, in their exami- 
nation of the subject, had not perceived that any- 
thing was contained in the agreement which could 
in any way infringe the rights of the United States. 
If the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] 
felt any apprehension in that respect, he was per- 


| fectly willing to add a proviso saving all the rights ; 


of the United States, This would cure all objec- | 
tions of that kind. If the gentleman desired. it, | 
he had no objection to postpone the question of | 
engrossment until the bill could be examined. 
Mr. ADAMS hoped the bill would be printed. į 
Mr. BELL had no objection. | 
Mr. PARKER explained the circumstances | 
which led to the necessity of settling the bounda- | 


ries between the two States at length. The agree- 


ment had been unanimously entered into between 
the commissioners of the two States, and had been 
confirmed unanimously by the Legislatures of 
both States. Jt was an agreement between the 
States relative to a matter: belonging to the States 
exclusively. 

Mr. BELL moved that the further consideration: 
of the bill be postponed until Wednesday next, 
and that the bill be printed.. 

_ Mr.GILLET suggested the propriety of making 
ita special order for that day; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the Judiciary Committee, re- 

orted a bill for the relief of the sureties of George 
heeler, et al.; which was read twice and com- 
mitted, . 

Mr. BELL, instructed by the same committee, 
moved that the report upon the petition of James 
McCally be recommitted to that committee; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. DEMING, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported abill for the relief of 
Timothy Jordan; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. i eo 

Mr, GARLAND, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ;which was adopted: 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Private Land. 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of confirming, by law, all the claims for land in 
favor of individuals which were recommended for. 
confirmation by the register of the land office at 
Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, in his report 
of 1st October, 1825, which are excepted from the 
provisions of -the act of Congress of 16th May, 
1826, entitled ‘* An act to confirm certain claims to 
lands in the district of Opelousas, in Louisiana;” 
and also, all claims in favor of individuals recom» 
mended for confirmation by the register and re- 
ceiver of the land district south of Red river, in 
Louisiana, in their report of let November, 1824, : 
upon the land claims situated between the Rio 
Honda and the Sabine, which are excepted from 
the provisions of the act of Congress of 24th May, 
1828, entitled “ An act to confirm claims to lands’ 
in the district between the Rio Honda and Sabine. 
river, founded on habitation and cultivation.” | : 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The report of the Committee of Elections upon 
the contested election for the fifth congressional: 
district then came up. eee 

Mr. MOORE addressed the House in support of 
his claim to the seat, and in reply to the argument’ 
urged yesterday by his competitor, Mr. LETCHER;,, 
which occupied the attention of the Hlouse until 
nearly three o’clock. When Mr. Moore had con- 
cluded— 

Mr. LEAVITT rose, and after some prelimi- 
nary remarks on the state of business before the 
House, moved the previous question. . 

Mr. HARDIN asked if the previous question 
would cut off the amendments offered’ by the mi- 
nority of the Committee of Elections. ; 

The CHAIR stated that it would cut off all 
amendments, ; f 

The question: being put, the House refused to 
second the previous question: Yeas 88, nays 102. 

Mr. HARDIN took the floor, and spoke at con- 
siderable length in support of the claim of Mr. 
Lercuenr to the seat, 

Mr. McKINLEY rose and remarked that he. 
was unwilling to give his vote on this question’ 
without giving his views in regard to it. He waa’ 
willing to proceed now, and to remain here tillthe 
question was determined, or to adjourn. 

Mr. McKINLEY yielded the floor to 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, who moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was determined in the negative; Yeas 81, nays 121. 

Mr. McKINLEY addressed the House upon 
the resolution and the amendment of Mr. BANKS, 
ina speech of about half an hour;and was followed 


b o 
Mr. C. ALLAN, who supported the amend-. 
ment for a short time, when he gave way to 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. . 


June 2, 


418 


Mr. WILLIAMS, who moved an adjournment; 
` but the-yeas and nays having been ordered, he 
withdrew the motion. . 

Mr. ALLAN then proceeded again, for a short 
time, when’he moved the House adjourn, upon 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Motionto adjourn negatived: Yeas $2, nays 106. 

Mr. ALLAN then moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered: Ayes 96, noes 58. ` 
o The roll was called, and 210 meh answered to 
their names. f ; 

+. Mr. DICKSON moved: the call be suspended, 
upon which Mr. MERCER demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. ‘ i 
: Mr. DICKSON then withdrew the motion until 
the list of absentees should be called through. 

Mr. WARD moved that the call be suspended; 
which was agreed. to. i 
> Mr. BURD moved the House adjourn; which 
was negatived without a division. 

The CHAIR stated the question as follows: 

Resolved, That Tuomas P. Moors, Esquire, is 
enlitled'to the seat in this House, to represent the 
fifth congressional district of the State of Ken- 
tucky; ` 


Which was moved by Mr. BANKS to be’ 


amended by striking out the whole after the word 
‘*resolved,’’ and inserting instead thereof— 

` «t Phatall the legal votes which were received in 
‘Lancaster, Garrard county, whilst Moses Grant, 
t Esq., acted as one of the judges, on the first 
€ morning of the election in August last, and those | 
‘of alike character, given on the second day of | 
‘t the election in the casual absence of the sheriff, 
f ought to be estimated in ascertaining the result | 
“of the election.” 

_. The amendment was required to be divided. 

_ A question arose as to the effect of striking out 
and inserting a part of the amendment, when 

_ Mr. BEARDSLEY, as a means of obviating 
the difficulty, moved the previous question. 

. Which was negatived: Ayes 89, noes 108. 

Mr. MOORE proposed to add, after the resolu- 
tion reported by the committee, the first member 
of the amendment proposed by Mr. Banxs, in- 
stead of moving to strike out the resolution; which 
was assented to by Mr. Banxs. 

Messrs. ADAMS and MARSHALL debated 
the effect of this amendment. 

. The question was then taken, and carried by 
the following vote. Yeas 112, nays 102. 

The question upon the second member of the 
amendment, providing that the votes taken on the 
second day, during the absence of the sheriff, 
should be counted, was then taken and carried: 
Yeas 131, nays 84. 

The question was then taken on the nextclause 
of the amendment, providing that the votes of the 
theological students at Danville, by name, should 
be counted. 

Mr, GILMER moved the question be so divided 


as to take the question upon those students who | 


belonged out of the State of Ken 
The question was first taken 
. votes of all excepting Blackburne Lefiler and G, 
M. Ormond. This was carried: Yeas 119, nays 96. 
The question was then taken on counting the 
votes of Blackburne Leffler and Q. 
and was carried: Yeas 112, nays 103. 
The question was then taken on the votes con- 
tained in the next clause, containing five voters, 
who were originally certified as voting both for 
Letcher and Moore. 
After an explanation by Messrs. HARDIN and 
S. JONES, it was carried: Yeas 119, nays 95. 
The question was taken on the next clause of 
the amendment relating to the voters who were 
struck from Leteher’s poll, as being unknown. 
After some remarks in explanation of the facts 
relative to this proposition, from Messrs. ITAR- 
DIN, GHOLSON, CHILTON A LAN, ELLS- 
WORTH, POPE, and BANKS, 
Mr. MUHLENBERG moved to adjourn. . 
Which was carried; and the House, at nine 
o'clock, adjourned accordingly. 


tucky separately, 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 2, 1834. 
Mr. SILSBEE presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Massachusetts; 
Mr. McKEAN, of citizens of Pennsylvania; 


on counting the | 


M. Ormond; | 


i 


H 


| Robinson, Shepley, 


Mr. BELL, of citizens of New Hampshire; 
` Mr. WRIGHT, of citizens of New York; and 

Mr. HENDRICKS, of citizens of Indiana, re- 
monstraling against the renewal of the patent right 
of John Ames, for an improvement in the manu- 
facture of paper; all of which were laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting, styled the Democratic Whig Association 
of the Third Ward of the Northern Liberties, 
Philadelphia, opposed to an adjournment of Con- 
gress, until something should be done to settle the 
currency of the country. The proceedings were 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be vrir ted. : 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Na- 
thaniel Niles, late temporary representative of the 
United States at Paris; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented the memorial of four 
hundred and fifty citizens of Augusta, Maine; and 

Mr. CLAY, the memorial of citizens of Rour- 
bon county, Kentucky—both in favor of the resto- 
ration of the deposites, and the recharter of the 
Bank of the United States. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
citizens of Gloucester county, New Jersey, in 
favor of the course of the Executive with regard to 
the United States Bank, and praying that Con- 


gress will not enact a law rechartering that insti- | 


tution, or directing the public deposites to be 
restored to it. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of democratie citizens of Hunterdon 
county, New Jersey, in favor of the proceedings 
of the President with regard to the bank; disap- 


proving of the course of the Senate in refusing to | 


spread upon its Journals the protest of the Presi- 
dent against the Senate’s passing jud 
him without trial, and in*favor of the doctrines 
embodied in that document, 

Mr. SOUTHARD also presented the proceed- 
ings of the Democratic State Convention, com- 
posed of upwards of four hundred delegates, from 
every part of New Jersey, similar in character to 
that from Hunterdon county. 

Mr. S. said he had some difficulty in his own 
mind as to the proper course for him to pursue in 
regard to these memorials. 
to was couched in indecorous language towards 
the Senate, and also spoke in terms of reprehen- 
sion of himself and colleague. He, however, 
-moved that the resolutions be printed, and take the 
usual reference, 

Mr. CLAYTON opposed the printing, on the 
ground of improperlanguage used towards the Sen- 
ate, and moved to lay the proceedings on the table. 

Mr. FORSYTH hoped themotion would not be 
pressed. A memorial from another New J ersey 
convention was received some time ago from the 
other party, and this was but a response to that, 
This was just like the other. That denounced 
the President of the United States, and the mi- 
nority of the Senate, though not by name, 
effect. He hoped this would meet with the 
disposition which that received. 

Messrs. CLAYTON, EWING, POINDEX- 
TER, and FRELINGHUYSEN, made some 
further remarks against printing the proceedings, 
and Messrs. FORSYTH and CHAMBERS in 
favor of the motion. 

Mr. CLAY said, in order to have an opportu- 
nity of getting up his resolutions for consideration, 
he moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. FORSYTH observed, as it seemed to him 
that this course would be a final disposition of the 
matter, he asked the yeas and nays on the motion; 
which were ordered, and are ag follow, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Chambers, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Moore, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, and 
Webster—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, Morris, Preston, 
Tipton, White, 


same 


Forsyth, 


Wright—18. 


$ 


_ So the question was determined in the afirma- 
Uvey- : f 


gment upon | 


The one last alluded | 


yet in! 


Wilkins, and |} 


REPORTS. 


Mr.. WEBSTER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill suspending for a time 
the payment of certain revenue bonds executed by 
William D. Ross, for duties due upon iron. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 

Public*Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Henry 
Smith; which was agreed to. 
1 Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
a resolution of inquiry, reported a bill placing the 
postage upon periodical pamphlets upon the same 
footing as newspapers; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorials of in- 
habitants of the District of Columbia, and State 
of Maryland praying Congress to purchase the 
Eastern branch bridges, in order to make them 
toll free; which was agreed tg. : 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the managers of the 
Female Ophan Asylum of Georgetown, District 
of Columbia; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading, j 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, without amendment, for the relief of 
James B. Folsom, and gave notice that, when the 
bill was called up, he was instructed by the com- 
mittee to move its rejection. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Charles King; which was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. BROWN then moved to take up for con- 
sideration the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, fixing a day for the adjournment of 
the present session of Congress. 

The CHAIR said that the special order had 
precedence of other business. ` 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
Mr. Brep’s resolution for an amendment relative . 
to the election of President and Vice President ot 
the United States, 

Mr. BIBB then resumed and concluded his re 
marks in favor of his proposed amendments, 
when . 

Mr. BENTON moved to recommit the resolu- 
tion to a select committee of five members; which, 
not being objected to by Mr. BIBB, was agreed 
to. 

The Senate then balloted for the committee, 
when the following gentlemen were chosen: 

Messrs. Biss, BENTON, WEBSTER, CALHOUN, 
and Forsyru. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 

Mr. CLAY then moved to suspend the orders 
of the day and take up the joint resolutions sub- 
mitted by him, disapproving of the removal of the 
public deposites, and requiring them to be placed, 
after the first of July next, in the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States. ; 

Upon this motion, Mr. BROWN asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, Naudain, Poindexter, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster-—24, 

NAYS—Messrs, Benton, Black, Brown, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Morris, Robinson, 
Shepley, Tipton, White, Wilkins—16. 

So it was determined to suspend the orders, and 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolutions of Mr. Cray; which were read. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the resolutions be 
postponed for the purpose of giving the Senate an 
opportunity of considering the following resolu- 
tion: ` 

Resolved, That the Senate will n 
proposition to restore the public moneys to the 
keeping of the Bank of the United States, or to 


ot consider any 


renew the charter of that bank, until after it shall 
have submitted to a fuli examination of its affaire 
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by a committee of one of the Houses of Congress, 
and especially into the part which the bank may 
have acted, if any, in producing the late commer- 
cial embarrassments and distresses. f 

Mr. B., in support of his motion, spoke some- | 
what at large in vindication of the right of Con- ; 
gress to examine into the conduct and affairs of | 
the bank, and its duty to do so before it would | 
entertain any proposition of honor or confidence 
to that institution. The right to make this exami- 
nation (he said) rested upon many grounds. A 
clause in the charter reserved this right, and re- 
served it without limitation or restriction, without 
forms or conditions; and it was not to be endured 
that this unconditional right,reserved by Congress, | 


should be defeated and nullified by the interposi- 
tion of forms and conditions, restrictions and limi- 
stations, prescribed by the bank itself, and which || 
would put it into the power of that institution to be 
examined or not, just as it pleased. Besides this 
chartered right to examine the bank, Mr. B. said 
that the United States was a partner in the institu- 
tion, and possessed the natural and equitable right 
of all partners to know how the partnership con- | 
cerns were managed, Every partner has a right | 
to examine the books and papers of the concern; į 
dormant partners possess this right as well as 
active partners, andif the members of the concern 
who have charge of these books and papers refuse 
to submit them to the inspection of the other part- | 
ners, a court of eyuity will interfere, upon the | 

i 


application of the injured party, and place the | 
books and papers where every partner can have | 
free access to them. This is the natural right, and || 
equitable law of partnerships; and the people of 
the United States, who are partners to the amount | 
of seven millions of dollars in this bank, Mave a i 


tinction to its mere banking character—and the 
consequent liability which it incurred with all other 
national institutions, to undergo the supervision of | 
the power which created it. On this point he | 
quoted General Hamilton, and showed that that | 
eminent man, when he was first recommending a jj 
Bank of the United States in the year 1791, openly || 
asserted the right and the duty of the Government | 
to examine the institution as often as it thought fit, | 
and declared that an objection to such an exami- | 
nation would imply mismanagement. Here he | 
read the following paragraph from General Ham- | 
ilton’s report of 1791: ! 

‘ff the paper of a bankis permitted to insinuate 
€ itself into ali the revenues and receipts cfa coun- | 
“try; if it is even to be tolerated as the substitute 
‘ for gold and silver, in all the transactions of busi- 
í ness, it becomes, in either view, a national concern | 
‘ the first of magnitude. As such, the ordinary rules || 
t of prudence require that the Government should 
‘possess the means of ascertaining, WHENEVER IT | 
“THINKS FIT, that so delicate g trust is executed with i 
< fidelity and care. A Ri@ur of this nature is not | 
“only desirable as it respects the Government, but | 
< it ought to be equally so to all those concerned in | 
‘the institution, asan additional title to public and | 
‘ private confidence, and as a thing which can only be : 
‘ formidable to practices that imply mismanagement.”? : 

All this has happened, said Mr. B. The paper ; 
of the Bank of the United States has insinuated ; 
itself into the receipts and revenue. of the country; | 
jt has become a substitute for gold and silver; it | 
hag entered into all the transactions of business | 
between man and man; and thereby this bank has | 
become a national concern, and a concern of the | 
first magnitude. The branch of the Government | 
immediately representing the people have thought || 
fit to order an investigation into the affairs of the |; 
bank; and that investigation has been resisted and || 
defeated by the bank. Inthe languageof General |, 
Hamilton, this resistance implies mismanagement; || 
and that mismanagement ought to stimulate the || 
Government to an exertion of all its powers to || 
enforce the examination to which itis entitled. 


_A fourth ground upon which Mr. B. placed the 
right of the Government to examine the affairs of 


the bank related to the restoration of the deposites |. 


and the renewal of the charter. If the bank were 
culpable, it would have no claim to the further 
keeping of the public moneys, and it ought to 
submit to have that question of culpability tried by 
the evidence of its own books. If it had abused 
the powers granted to it, it can have no claim for 


i farther favor or confidence. On this point he took 


a decisive stand, independent of the charter, and 
independent of all legal rights, and resting upon the 
great principle that the Government had a right 
to know how the bank had been managed during 
its present existence, before it would renew to it 
another term of existence. This was a condition 
precedentin the hands of the Government. Ft was 
a condition which it had a right to prescribe, and 
which, under present circumstances, it was emi- 
nently its duty to prescribe. It had a right to say 
to the bank, we wish to know how you have ex- 
ercised the great powers we’have granted to you, 
before we renew those powers; we wish to exam- 
ine your own books, to see what your conduct has 
been; and until you submit to that examination, 
we will not entertain, or consider, any proposition 
to renew your extraordinary privileges. This was 
what the Government had a right tosay. It was 
what was done in England in relation-to all great 
corporations—the East India Company, as well as 
the Bank of England. A committee of forty-eight 
members had thoroughly investigated the affairs 
of the East India Company before its charter was 
renewed; a committee of thirty-two members had 
also thoroughly examined the affairs of the Bank 
of England before its charter was renewed at the 
last session of Parliament. Lord Althorpe, in the 
House of Commons, in 1831, felt almost as an im- 
putation upon him the question put by Sir Henry 
Parnell, whether he meant to ask for a renewal of 
the bank charter, before a committee of the House 
had investigaied the affairs of the bank. He de- 
clared that there should be full inquiry; and full 
inquiry there was, without limitation, restriction, 
condiuon, or formality, on the part of the bank. 
Mr. B. said, it was the right, and the duty of 
Congress to act in the same way towards the 
Bank of the United States. . 
Even if no misconduct was imputed toit, it 
would be right to examine and see if no miscon- 
duct had occurred. It should be a preliminary 
step of prudence and precaution, before sich large 
powers should be granted again. But there was 
misconduct imputed to it; and dropping all other 
imputations, he would point out the one which 
stood first on the list of inquiries ordered by the 
House of Representatives—which was alluded to 
in the resolution which he proposed to submit, if 
the postponement took place which he moved for 
and which went to ascertain whether the Bank 
of the United States was the author of the dis- 
tresses which had prevailed in the country during 
the past winter. This he held to be a most vital 
inquiry, and one that should never be abandoned 


| until the true authors of that distress were made 


known to the people. An immense number of 
memorials presented to Congress charged it upon 
the President; a great number of others charged 
it upon the bank. The truth of these charges the 
people ought to know; and certainly the bank 
ought not to shrink from the evidence of its own 
books. A strong presumptive case of guilt was 
made out against it; and that presumption was 


ripening into full proof and absolute conviction, | 


under the conduct of the bank in refusing to sub- 
mitto the test of its own books.. The Government 
directors, intheir memorial addressed to Congress, 
had strongly inculpated the bank, and gone intoa 
statement of facts to show that the directors re- 
fused every proposition to conduct the curtailment 
of the bank debts on a plan of equality and impar- 
tiality, and put the whole business of the curtail- 
ment into the hands of a subaltern committee 
appointed by the president of the bank alone, and 
exempted even from the small restraint of report- 
ing to the board of directors, affirming -that the 
late pressure in the money market had been occa- 


sioned by the bank itself; that the curtailment had i 


been conducted by a secret committee, and had 
been partial, unequal, and unnecessery. Mr. B. 
went on to read several extracts from the memo- 


|l rial of the Government directors, to prove what- 


= 
i he said. At page 16 of their memorial, he read a 
resolution submitted by the Government directors 
to the board, proposing a systematic redaction, to 
be gradual inf its operation, and. to bear upon all 
sections of the country, and all classes of debtors, 


memorialists say, would have prevented an oppres- 
| sive, sectional, and partial curtailment, and would 
have confined the business of curtailment to the 
| board of diréttors, and given to every director a 
| voice in what was done. This plan was rejected. 
No, worse than that: the imperious board refused 
even to considerit; and forthwith adopted a series 
of resolutions for reducing the business of the 
institution, and gave authority to the committes 
of the offices to modify these resolutions as they 
should deem expedient, and peremptorily refused 
to require this committee, thus invested with un- 
limited power over the great and delicate business 
of curtailment, refused to require them even to 
i report to the board of directors. This Mr. B. 
considered to be a flagrant breach of the charter, 
| which expressly enacts that not less than seven 
directors shall constitute a board to transact. busi- 
ness, The reduction of a debt of sixty-odd mil- 
lions was certainly a piece of business. Ft was the 
most important piece of business ever transacted 
by the bank; and has been so transacted asto fill 
this Hall with cries of ruin and distress from vari- 
ous quarters of the country. : . 

The Governmėnt directors expressly charge, at 
page 17 of their memorial, that ‘We attribute to 
t them the excessive curtailment in the business of the 
‘institution, which has been so sudden and oppressive 
“and which was not necessary either to the extent to 
| which it wus carried, or in the manner in which it 
‘was made lo bear on the community,” Having 
read these extracts, Mr. B. commented upon them 
as containing a direct charge, first, of a breach of 
|| the charter in committing the proper business of 
|| the board to a subaltern committee of three mem- 
| bers; and, secondly, of a partial, sectional, unne- 
| cessary, and oppressive curtailment of the: debts 
of the institution. These were the charges; charges 
made by the Government directors, and not in 
newspapers, but in a memorial to Congress. True, 
these directors have been rejected by the Senate; 
but, equally true, the House of Representatives 
i have ordered an inquiry into the conduct of the 
|! bank, and have put this charge of the Govern- 
ment directors at the head, and in the very front 
of the subjects to be inquired into by their com- 
mittee.. True, again, that the charter reserves to 
either House of Congress” the right, through‘a 
committee, to inspect the books, and to examine 
the proceedings of the bank, to see whether the 
charter has been violated. But what:has happen- 
ed? The committee of the House, sent.to Phila- 
delphia to inspect: the books, and examine the 
proceedings of the bank, have been resisted and 
repulsed! They return without accomplishing 
| their mission! and a loud ery is set up In one 
general chorus, by the bank and all its friends, in 
Congress and oui of Congress, that the Govern- 
ment must go to Jaw with the bank ! that the direct- 
orsare not bound to criminate themselves! thata 
scire fucius must issue, and then they will answer 
in court! Thus refusing to abide the evidence of 
their own books! thus refusing to let a committee . 
of Congress inspect their books, and examine 
their proceedings, to ascertain whether the bank 
was innocent or guilty of a wanton oppression of 
the community during the past winter. 

Mr. B. said that since the distresses of the South 
Sea scheme in England, at the commencement of 
the last century, there had not been, in any coun- 
try, so loud and pervading a cry of distress as hag 
been heard in this country during four or five 
months past. Tne cries of the English people had 
i been carried to Parliament, as the cries of the 
! American people have been brought to Congress. 
What did the English Parliament do? Immedi- 
ately raised a committee; sent them to examine the 
directors of the South Sea Company; received 
their report; ordered all the directors to the bars 
interrogated them in the face of all England; con- 
| victed them of practices which had distressed, 
alarmed, and injured the community; and sent 
| them to jail, loaded with thecurses ofan outraged 
kingdom. This is what Parliament did in a simi- 
lar case to what has now happened in our America. 
Mr. B. would not ask what Congress had done? 


r 


l 
I 
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| in the same degree and proportion. This plan, the = © | 
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He would not anticipate the | 
issue. Iwas not his business to doso. But what 
had- the Senate done? Had it ascertained the 
truth of the charges made by the Government 
directors before they were rejected? Not at all. 
Flad: they ascertained the truth of these charges 
| before they proposed to restore the public depos- 
ites to: the keeping of the bank? Not at all! Noth- 
ing is inquired into, nothing ascertaified; all taken 
for-false, or frivolous, that is alleged against the 
bank; and even her cry adopted, of, Go to law! 
Mr. B. remarked upon. this cry for a scire facias 
ao suddenly adopted in the Senate here. It had 
broke out to-day, and now resounded from all 
quarters. Whence thiscry? Itcomes from Phil- 
adelphia! Itis brought back by the minority of 
the bank committee. Ìt is putin their report; and | 
forthwith: it becomes the cry of the whole bank 

party, Bat whata contradiction is exhibited, and 
exhibited here to our faces! Whata change ina 
few brief days! For four months we heard noth- 
ing else but of this responsible bank, subject to | 
the control of Congress! this creature of our own ! 
creation, over which wehad ample control! Yes, 
ample control! that was the word ! this fiscal agent, 
which was responsible to Congress, not to the; 


President! and which was right in resisting all i 
amenability to the President, because it was to |i 


Congress that the charter made it responsible ! 
This was the language, in this Senate, for four 
months! What is itnow? Why, that it is not 
Congress, but the Judiciary, to which it is liable. 
It is the court—the court—io which it will submit. 
She will go to law with Congress, but will not 
submit to be examined by acommittee. Congress 
may senda scire fucias, but no committee of inves- 
tigation. Such ts the new refuge, or subterfuge, 
of the bank. When the President asks for informa- 
tion through the Government directors, his author- 
ity is resisted, because the bank fs responsible to 
Congress, and not to him! When Congress asks 
the same information, then Congress is resisted, 
because the bank is responsible to the judiciary, 
and not to Congress! Such are the contradic- 
tions, such the subterfuges, such the tricks played 
off in our faces, and in the view of the whole 
American people. In the face of such evidences | 
of guilt, in the case of such a strong presumptive 
case to convict the bank of being the author of the 
distresses which have been complained of in the | 
~ memorials to Congress, is it right to give her marks 
of favor and confidence? Is it right either to restore 


to her the keeping of the public moneys, or to | 


grant hera renewal of her charter? Mr. B. thought 
not, and that the proper course for the Senate to 
follow was indicated in the resolution which he 
had read, and which he would submit for the con- | 
sideration and action of the Senate, if the present 
proceedings should be postponed. i 

Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion; which were ordered, and are as follows, 
to wit: ; 

YEAS—Measrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grandy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Morris, Shepley, White, Wilkins, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, | 
Hendricks, Kent, McKean, Mangum, Naudain, | 
Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, | 
Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster—29. 

So the motion to postpone was disagreed to. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to strike out all after i 
the word resolved, in the first resolution, and insert, | 
as an amendment, the bill reported in the House | 
of Representatives by the Committee of Waysand | 
Means, providing for the deposite of the public 
moneys in the State banks, and making regula- 
tions for its security in those institutions, 

Mr. B. accompanied his motion by some re- 
marks in support of the amendment; and was fol- ' 
lowed by Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. WRIGHT, Mr. | 
CLAY, and Mr, SHEPLEY, ; 

Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. - 

Mr. FORSYTH then moved an adjournment; 
but withdrew it at the instance of | 

Mr. TIPTON, who moved that th 
on Saturday, rejecting the bill for 
Mountjoy Bayly, be. reconsidered, 


e vote given | 
the relief of 
The motion | 


{| different in their character 


Mr. FORSYTH then renewed the motion to 
adjourn; which was disagreed to, on a division— 
yeas 18, nays 23. 

After some further conversation, 
was taken on the amendment, and d 
lows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, Kin 
Morris, Robinson, Shepl 
W-right—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Bl 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Mangam, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, 
í Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tipton, Tyler, Wag- 
gaman, Webster—31. 

Mr. BENTON then moved, with a view to test 
the sense of the Senate directly upon the expedi- 
ency of continuing the deposites in the State banks, 
to commit the resolutions to the Committee on 
Finance, with instructions to report an amendment 
regulating the deposites of the public money in the 
State banks. : 

Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and are as follows, to 
wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Morris, Shepley, White, Wilkins, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Meésrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Lee, 
gum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexte 
uss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, S 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Ti 
gaman, Webster—32, 

Mr. FORSYTHE then moved to 
tion on the resolutions, the 


the question 
ecided as fol- 
Forsyth, 
g of Alabama, Linn, 
ey, White, Wilkins, 


ack, Calhoun, 
Frelinghuysen, 


McKean, Man- 


mith, Southard, 
pton, Tyler, Wag- 


divide the ques- 
two propositions being 
» So that a distinct vote 
might be taken on each. 

This, Mr. CLAY assented to. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, that as honorable gentle- 
men had expressed a great willingness that a scire 
Jacias, or other proceeding, should be instituted, 
with a view to inquire into the proceedings of the 
bank, and to ascertain whether it had violated its 
chanter, he would make a proposition, if he could 
obtain any encouragement from the opposite side, 
which should effect that object. ‘He proposed to 
offer the following, as a substitute for the resolu- 
tions, to*follow the word resolved: 

‘That a scire facias be issued by the proper 
officer, to try immediately if the charter of the 
Bank of the United States has been forfeited, 

“Ist. Because the corporation has advanced 
money to a forei 
previously authorized to do so by act of Con- 
gress. 

“2d. Because the whole power over the man- 
agement of the institution has been placed, by res- 
| olution, in the hands of a few persons, and has 
not been exercised by the board of directors as 
required by the charter, 

“3d. Because the bank has failed to perform its 
duties under the pension laws, not having trans- 
mitted money placed in its.possession to pay pen- 
Sioners, when required by proper authority. 

“4th. Because the corporation has refused, un- 
der various pretexts, to submit to an examination 
of its books and proceedings, by a committee of 
the House of Representatives of the United States, 
specially appointed for that purpose. 

“Sth Because the’ money of the corporation 
has been loaned to individuals and expended in 
disseminating pamphlets and speeches throughout 
the United States, to influence popular elections 
and to procure a renewal of its charter. 

“6th and lastly, For any other causes o 
a forfeiture that `c: 


t 


perating 
an be established by evidence, in 
the belief of the district attorney of the United 
States, whose duty itis toissue the said scire facias.” 

Mr. CLAY and Mr. CLAYTON each opposed 
the proposition somewhat at length, chiefly be- 
cause it was not distinct and substantive in its 
| character. 

Mr. FORSYTH replied th 
of a distinct proposition, but, if honorable gentle- 
men desired the investigation, he thought they. 
ought to accede to this course, If they would not 
agree to it, he would not formally offer what he 


athe had not thought 


was laid on the table. 


proposed as a substitute. 


Frelinghuysen, || 


r, Porter, Pren- | 


gn Government, without being | 


The resojutions were then separated at Mr. 
Forsyru’s suggestion, and the question being 
|| takenon each separately, they were ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and, at half past 
six o’clock, 

- The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.. 
Monpay, June 2, 1834. 


After the Journal was read, Mr. Speaker STR- 
VENSON addressed the House as follows: 

GENTLEMEN: I have attended in person to-day, 
for the purpose of resigning, as I now do, the office 
of Speaker of this House, with which Ihave been 
honored for the last seven years,and ofannouncing 
to you the fact, that I have this day communicated 
to the Executive of Virginia my resignation as, 
| one of the Representatives from that State in the 
present Congress. a 

The dissolution, perhaps forever, of the intimate 
associations that have existed so long between us, 
is calculated to excite sentiments of a painful char- 
acter. I feel it myself, deeply and unaffectedly; 
and in quitting a station in itself so honorable, one 
So repeatedly conferred on me and in à manner so 
flattering, a station endeared to me by so many 
considerations of a private and a public nature, Í 
hope I may be pardoned in availing myself of this 
fit occasion of taking my leave of it and of you, in 
person, of offering-my cordial and best wishes for 
your individual prosperity and happiness, and 
expressing publicly, and for the last time, my 
grateful acknowledgments for the kindness and con- 
i fidence by which I have been so long distinguished 
jand honored. Few, probably, that have ever 
filled his chair, have enjoyed more of this kindness 
and favor than myself; none have received, or 
will cherish it, with feelings of warmer or more 
devoted gratitude. My obligations, gentlemen, 
ave indeed deep to this House; and go where I 
may, or in whatever situation I may be placed, I 
shall continue, to the last hour of my life, to pre~ 
serve and cherish those sentiments of profound 
respect and affectionate gratitude, which your 
| long-continued and unchanging kindness have so 
deeply impressed upon my heart, and which never 
can beimpaired, Theduty of presiding over a great 
deliberative assembly like thisis no easy task. The 
high and distinguished character of such a trust, 
and its arduous and important functions, cannot 
fail to inspire any incumbent with a just distrust 
of his own abilities and qualifications, whatever 
they may be. 

My administration of its duti 
has not only taught me to kno 
likewise to know how difficu 
it is for any man to free himself from error or 
censure, in this chair, or giveunqualified satisfac- 
i tion. In times of profound tranquillity and repose, 
with united and harmonious councils, thig has 
rarely, if ever, been done. Amid the strife and 
storms of political and party excitements it would 
| be vain and hopeless to expect it. My period of 
service has, moreover, gentlemen, as many of you 
|! know, been distinguished by events especially cal- 
culated to render this station one of more than 
ordinary delicacy and embarrassment, ag well ag 
of increased responsibility and labor. How assid- 
uously I have struggled to discharge the duties of 
| this chair in a manner worthy of tt and of myself; 
with what sincere zeal I have devoted my time and 
my talents, and even my health, to your service, 
I leave for others to decide. But this Í hope I may 
be pardoned for saying, in justice and fairness to 
myself, and under a deep conviction of its truth, 
that I have earnestly endeavored to discharge my 
duty, not only with temper, justice, and modera- 
| tion, but with a just regard for your individual 
rights and feelings, the character and dignity of 
this House and my own honor. This was all that I 
promised when I came to this chair, and this I 
have endeavored to do. With what success, I 
leave to you and to my country to determine. 

I am very sensible, gentlemen, that in such a 
long course of public service, and in an independ- 
rent discharge of the arduous and multifarious 
i! duties of this chair, regardless of whom it might 
į please or displease, my conduct may sometimes 
| have been thought too harsh and rigorous; and I 
1 may often, unintentionally have wounded the 
ʻi feelings of individual members upon this floor 


| 


es for seven years 
w and feel this, but 
It, nay, impossible 
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and incurred their censure and displeasure. Under 
such circumstances, and while man continues what 
heis, we know that personal resentments are too 
apt to be indulged and to remain, and often, per- 
haps, difficult to be extinguished, even tn the 
noblest minds; but revenge will not harbor there. 
Higher principles than resentment, and better prin- 


ciples than revenge, will animate men whose |; 


thoughts and hearis are liberal and enlarged, and 
especially where there is high intellectual ability 
and moral integrity. If, then, under the influence 
of momentary excitement and passion, if, in the 
eagerness of controversy or the commotion of 
debate, anything unkind or harsh should have been 
said or done, either on my part or on yours, let us, 
l pray you, forgive and forget it, and letus separate 


in the spirit of peace and good will. Let not this į 


moment of our final separation be poisoned or 


embittered by feelings of personal resentment or || p 


political hostility, Let the spirit of peace and 


charity shed its holy calm around us, refreshing | 


alike to the affections and the intellect, and let us 
blot from our minds and hearts every feeling of 


personal or party resentment, and separate like || 


brethren of one household, and as the Represent- 
atives of a free and virtuous people. 
self-no injuries to complain of, and no memory 
for them, tf I had; I came to this chair to gratify 


no private friendships, to indulge no personal | 


hostility, and all that 1 have now to ask of you is, 
to do justice to the motives which have influenced 
and governed my conduct; and when I am gone, 
to protect my character as the presiding officer of 
this House, which may now be regarded, in some 
measure, as the property of my country, fromall 
unjust and unworthy imputations. To those who 


have known me longest, and have known me best— ! 


tothe liberal and just of all parties, and on all sides 
of this House—this appeal, I flatter myself, will 
not be made in vain. One word more, and I have 
done. 

Although I am about to leave you, gentlemen, 


- and in all probability forever, I shall never cease ; 
to regard this House, and everything connected | 


with it, with feelings of the deepest solicitude and 
affection. ' 

1 need not remind you of the character and sta- 
tion which this House holds in the eyes of the 
American people. They justly regard it as the 
sanctuary of liberty, and law, and order; and 
justly repose on it with unlimited confidence and 
affection. In its deliberations and proceedings is 
essentially involved the security of our free in- 
stitutions. How much, gentlemen, will depend 
upon the mannerin which its high duties shall be 
performed ! 

Nor is it needful, L am sure, that I should ad- 


monish you that you are the Representatives of | 


our whole country, and notofa part; that our Con- 
federation can only exist and prosper under the 
influence of a wise, equal, and just system of legis- 
lation; by the ties of common interest and brotherly 


affection; by a spirit of mutual forbearance and | s C 
|| I might be able, in a short time, to supply the 


moderation, and by cherishing a hallowed devo- 
tion to that liberty and union secured to us by the 
blood of our common fathers. These are the 


foundations upon which alone our safety and || 


security can rest. 

Although our country, of late, gentlemen, has 
been deeply and painfully excited, and our coun- 
cils, too, greatly divided, may we not hope that 
the causes of excitement are daily passing off, and 
subsiding, and that peace and tranquillity will 
again be restored tous? At such a time, and under 
such circumstances, is it not the duty of every 


wise, and liberal, and good man, in public or pri- || 


vate life, without distinction of party, to unite for 
the purpose of healing these divisions, and giving 
peace and repose to the public mind? And should 
not those especially who wield the public councils 
pour oil upon this stormy sea, and still its troubled 
waters? ; 

I invoke you, gentlemen, to peace and harmony; 
to union and action for the common good. 

The people expect it; the prosperity and hap- 
piness of your country demand it. 

God grant that you may prove yourselves 
worthy of the high trust, and equal to the crisis; 
and that your labors may ultimately prove suc- 
cessful in giving peace and repose to our beloved 
country. 


l have my- |} 


ie Hardin. eee rer ee 


li 
i 


This is the last time that I shall ever address 
you from the chair. 

We separate this day, many, very many of us, 
to meet no more. 

I pray to God to protect and bless you and our 
country; and I tender to you this, my last and 
affectionate farewell! 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the House agreed 
to proceed to the choice of a Speaker. 

The Clerk appointed Messrs. McKINLEY, E. 
WHITTLESEY, MUHLENBERG, BYNUM, 
SCHLEY, and FORESTER, tellers. 

The following table.exhibits the result of each 
of the ten ballotings which took place: 

1.2.3. 4.:5. 6.7. 8. 9. 
Wilde..........64 64 59 4 
| Polk. s.es e 642 53 575 
i Sutherland. .... 34 30 26 2 


10. 


2 
: 


| : 4 
| Speight... 
Wayne 
Williams 


1 
6 


Hubbard...... re 
Gamble.........1 
Gilmore......... 


J. Q. Adams........ ox 
1 


On the tenth ballot 218 votes were given—110 
necessary to a choice. 

JOHN BELL, of Tennessee, having 114, was 
| declared duly elected Speaker of the House, and 
was conducted to the chair by Messrs. J. Q 
Apams and R. M. Jounson. 
chair the Speaker elect rade the following ad- 
dress: 
| Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

With the greatest sincerity | declare to you, that, 
although I am duly and gratefully impressed by 
this mark of the partiality and confidence of the 
House, and by no means insensible to the dis- 
tinction intended to be conferred on me, it is not 
without some distrust of the wisdom of my course 
| in accepting this station, which your choice has 
assigned me. Without the slightest experience 
in the chair, it may be justly apprehended that 
your selection of a presiding officer has been too 
much influenced by personal kindness. and friend- 
ship. And I shall be quite happy if the public 
interest shall suffer no detriment through a defec- 
| tive administration of the duties of the chair. 
| ordinary times, and under ordinary circumstances, 
Į could flatter myself that, by diligent application, 


want of experience, and to justify, in some degree, 
the confidence indicated by the House. That 
more than usual embarrassments. must be encoun- 
tered at this moment by any incumbent of the 
| chair, will be admitted by all. The impatience, 
not to say irritation—the natural result of a pro- 
tracted session; the excitement growing out of 
those sharp conflicts of opinion upon questions of 
public policy—conflicts exasperated and embit- 
tered at the present moment in an extraordinary 
| degree—all present themselves to increase the dif- 
ficulties and call forth the exertions of a new and 
unpractised incumbent of the chair. And 1 feel, 
gentlemen, that whatever exertions may be made 
lon my part must be vain, without your forbear- 
ance; nay, that they must fail altogether without 
| your cordial support and codperation. When I 
reflect how great are the interests connected with 
| this House, its character and action; interests not 
of a day or of a party, but of all time, of poster- 
‘ity, and of all the parties which are, or ever will 
be, arrayed against each other; and when I further 


| reflect how much the character and action of this 
| House depends on a skilful, firm, and impartial |; 


‘administration of the duties of the chair, Í. confess 
| I feel the deepest solicitude. 
lt is not so generally understood, I regret to be 


. . coool 
219221 219 214 215 219 211 248 |; 


After taking the | 


In {i 


lieve, as it should be, in how great a degree the 
measures of a legislative assembly are modified 
and influenced by the manner-of its deliberations. 
All will concede that if it shall ever happen that 
this body shall full into disrepute, and fail to-com- 
mand the respect and confidence of the peoplé, our 
| institutions will bein the greatest peril. . Not only 
| the character of the House, the wisdom.and effi- 
ciency of its action, but the existence of our | 
admirable frame of polity itself; may be said to 
| depend, in some degree, upon the order and dignity 
| of the deliberations of this House.. While, then, 
| Í entreat the indulgence of the House to my own 
defects, I earnestly invoke the assistance of every 
member of it in endeavoring to maintain and pre- 
serve, so far as depends upon the proceedings of 
this body, those great and primary interests of 
i constitutional Government and freedom, in. sup- 
port of which, I am sure, whatever difference of 
opinion there may be upon points of construction, 
policy or administration, there is not a heart here, 
nor an American heart anywhere, that does not 
i beat high. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tusespar, June 3, 1834. 


Mr. McKEAN suid, a committee of thirty: cit 
izens, of the first respectability, from various sec- 
tions of Pennsylvania, all of whom, he believed 
were now in the lobby of the Senate, had honored. 
him by putting into his charge a memorial to be 
presented to the Senate, signed by more than two 
| hundred delegates from the different counties of 
that State, who assembled at Harrisburg, the seat 
| of government, on the 27th ultimo, to consultas to 
i tbe cause of public distress and mode of relief. 
; And though, he said, a difference of opinion, as 
i well as on questions of abstract exped ency, 
| existed between a portion of the memorialrsts.and 
| himself, it was nevertheless his desire to represent 
‘ them fairly, and it was no less his pride than his 
: duty to say, that this convention comprised :as 
‘much of respectability, talent, and weight of pub- 
| lic and private character, as any convention of men. 
i that had assembled anywhere within his knowl- 

edge, and whose experience entitled their opinions 
to the most respectful consideration, ` ` i 

He had been furnished with a statement show- 
ing tbe general, as well as political, complexion of 
the convention, and he took occasion to. say, that. 
the latter was corroborated by his own knowledge 
of the facts as stated. The whole number of-del- 
i egates present was two hundred and-nine, ofthis 
' number, seventy-five were. original Jackson. men, 

about thirty of whom supported General Jackson 
| in 1832. Delegates were appointed from forty- 
| eight counties, and delegates werein actual attend- 
| ance from forty-four: counties, including the city 
i! of Philadelphia—accidents having prevented the 
attendance from the other four. He had. been 
| particularly instructed to say, that the entire pro- 
| ceedings had been distinguished for harmony, 
I| unanimity, and zeal, and the whole character of 
the convention furnished the strongest evidence of 
a great political change in Pennsylvania, and a 
growing opposition to the recent measures of the 
present Administration of the General Govern- 
| mént. ‘The memorial was written with great force 
and ability, and condemns, in tolo, the conduct of 
| the Executive branch of the Government in refer- 


|; ence to the bank; to which cause they ascribe all 


the present distresses of the country, 
Congress for relief. 

Mr. McK EAN then presented the memorial, 
and moved that it be read, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and printed, with the names. 
| Mr. WEBSTER rose, and asked, Is- this the 
| true voice of Pennsylvania? That was-the ques- 
‘tion in which not only Pennsylvania, but every 
Í State in this Union, was at this moment. :inter- 
ested. If it be, we might hope that a day of relief 
| to the country, a day of restoration of the Consti- 
i| tution and Jaws, was at hand. When-we looked 
i| at the great central States of the Union, we saw a 

population so numerous and so powerful, who, if 
i they chose to come to the relief of the. country 
| and succor of the Constitution, might come, and it * 


i would be relieved and succored. Hebelieved the 


and ask 
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sentiments in this memorial were the sentiments of 
a majority of the people of Pennsylvania. The 
proofs were both in and out of the State—her po- 
sition in relation to the great subjects now agitating 
the country, was a most interesting one, and her 
course might be a decisive one. Pennsylvania 
was well known as an early and ardent friend of 
the present Executive; and our great difficulty. was 
in making known our condition to the President of 
the United States. It was matter of opinion, but 
he believed that the bottom of all our present diff- 
culties, in obtaining relief, lay in the quarter he 
had mentioned. He'could see no reason for such 
unyielding adhesion to personal opinion against 
urgent solicitation from all. Whatever was said 
of distress, was assigned to panic-makers; parti- 
Bans at bottom. And then the bank was the mon- 
ster that did it all. 

Mr. W. thought that those who wished to know 


the truth had better look to this meeting and its. 
result for their relief. Here was a convention of ; 


two hundred and fifty members of various political 
classes.: A zealous and active party, called the 
anti-masonic party, of strong and unyielding pur- 
pose; and then those who assumed the name of 
‘Whig, a name which he hoped they would not 
And one third of 
the whole of these persons were among the original 
friends of the present Chief. Magistrate. Who, 
then, could see these men assembled at this busy 
season of the year and say that it was the result of 
bank partisanship and panic-making? In the chair 
of the convention he perceived the name of Joseph 
Lawrence, of Washington county—a man of the 
simplest habits—a farmer; a man who tilled his 
own soil with his own hands; aman whomall the 
banks in the world could not buy. And the next 
was General Frick; a gentleman, he believed, of 
great experience, who had been several years in 
the State Legislature. He believed the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, who had expressed 
himself with great fairness and candor on present- 
ing this memorial, knew Mr. Prick. He belonged 
to the class of thousands who had every induce- 
ment to be silent; but who, with other persons, felt 
it their duty to partake of the deliberations of this 
assembly. The society of Friends, too, had step- 
ped forward, who, Mr. W. was sorry to say, had 
heretofore, he thought, taken too little part in polit- 
ical affairs—they understood their interest and 
rights, and were determined to exercise them. 
This memorial said, that the markets for the 
produce of the country were crippled, and they 
gave the instance of Pittsburg, a city of somethirty 
thousand inhabitants, that possessed, but a short 
time ago, a well-employed population. Their 
looms and forges were now stopped, and labor was 
seeking employment there. If these statements 
would not satisfy the Senate and'the Executive, 
what should be proved? But he (Mr. W.) enter- 
tained but faint hopes of relief until the great move- 
ments of public opinion should bring it about. A 
change of agents was the only effectual mode of 
effecting a change in: the system. He supposed 
that no persuasion would change the determination 
of those who administered the Government, and a 
change of councils was the only hopeful remedy 
for the people; and he believed the people of Penn- 
sylvania were awake to the great question. He 
invoked and implored her to attend to it, to con- 


template the future; and if she saw the danger and || 


felt the evil, to bring to the crisis her power and 
her intelligence, She was a great manufacturing 
State, first and foremost in domestic industry and 
American labor. If she surrendered these interests 
who were to uphold them? He would ask her 
farmers and whole population to consider the polit- 
ical doctrines of the present day; to look and see if 
they breathed the spirit of American liberty. We 
were now approaching the-end of the session, and 
yet we had done nothing—theGavernment had pro- 


posed nothing for relief. What was there which | 


they intended to try? Should we do nothing? All 
depended upon the decision of one man! Mr. W. 


said he did not know where to begin or to end | 


when speaking of the broken laws of the country. 
He would fain bring gentlemen to practical meas- 
ures which he and they knew would relieve the 
country in an hour. But the danger of going 
home without doing anything, he deeply de- 
plored. ca 


lj of the State to be suffering alike. 


Mr. FORSYTH said there was no doubt that 
the distress which had occasioned the speech of 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
which had produced this memorial, would continue 
till the remedy which the gentleman had suggested 
as the only and proper one, should be applied— 
till the men who now administered the Govern- 
ment of the United States were changed. The 
honorable gentleman referred to this. memorial as 
being sufficient to satisfy Congress that it was the 
voice of the people of Pennsylvania. How did it 
differ from the memorial presented yesterday from 
the convention of the people of the State of New 
Jersey? Did the honorable gentleman admit that 
that memorial expressed the sentiments of the peo- 
ple of thatState? It was presented here as coming 
from the people of the State of New Jersey in con- 
vention, as coming from a political party. And 
how was it with regard to the memorial now be- 
fore us? They tell you that they were obeying 
the voice of the people of Pennsylvania. [Here 
Mr. F. read a passage from the published proceed- 
ings.] Here the impression was made on Con- 
gress, and the people of the United States, that the 
whole people of the State of Pennsylvania had uni- 
ted together, and appointed delegates to assemble 
together and consider the grievances under which 
they labored. Now, Mr. F.would notsay that this 
was intended, because it was false; and he would 
not attribute to those gentlemen a desire to make 
a false impression. But how was the fact? The 
statement of the memorial supposed all the people 
They called 
| themselves a ‘convention of delegates from the 
citizens of Pennsylvania opposed to Executive 
i usurpation.” It was a party convention, assem- 
bled for the purpose of carrying out the sentiment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts—to effect a 
| change in the public agents. And what was it 
worth? As the voice of Pennsylvania, it was 
worth nothing—absolutely nothing. It was worth 
| nothing except so far as the facts stated were true, 
and the deductions from them were logical. 

Mr. F. begged leave to call attention to some of 
the sentiments in this memorial. ‘Nay, the 
‘very delegates of the people of the United States 
‘instructed to bear the President a statement of 
‘their grievances, have either been: refused ad- 
‘ mission into the palace of their Cæsar, or, when 
‘admitted, have been denied the opportunity of 
‘making known their views.’? And, therefore, 
| they had applied directly to the Legislature, as 
they were denied access to the President of the 
United States.. When? where? how? Mr. F. 
said he had yet to learn that any citizens had united 
j and sent a memorial to the President of the United 
States. He knew very well that some individuals 
came here and presented a memorial to Congress, 
and called on the President, not by the authority 
or on the requisition of those who sent them, but 
merely of their own will and pleasure. Well, 
| they had a conversation with the President, and 
went back and reported it to the people of Phila- 
i delphia, the memorialists, and said they had com- 
| plied with their’ duty, and, out of respect to the 
President, they called on him to tell him what 
they knew of the distresses of the country. They 
| were individuals who went of their own free will 
| to make representations to the President. It was 
so with all the rest; and the reports they made of 
conversations held with him were not true; and 
greatinjustice had been done the President by their 
representations. When the committee called on 
the President, who were said to have been denied 
| access to him, what did he say? Gentlémen, as 
delegates, as representatives of others, I cannot 
receive you. Falsestatements have been made by 
others under similar circumstances, of my conver- 
sations with them. As gentlemen, as citizens, I 


anything to say from those you represent, I will 
receive it in writing, and answer it fully and re- 
spectfully. And this was the whole foundation of 
the remarks of these honorable gentlemen of the 
convention at Harrisburg. Suppose these hon- 
orable persons were to apply to us to be heard 
at the bar of the Senate in person, to represent 
the distress under which they were suffering, and 
to give us their views of the Constitution and laws 


of the country. They would be refused. But we 
should say to them, our doors are open to your 


will receive you with pleasure; and if you have- 


| what was best. 


memorials in writing. And they would then go 
back to Harrisburg, and say the Senateand House 
of Representatives have refused to hear our rep- 
resentations of your distress, and have turned ug 
awayfrom their doors. Was there any man here 
who would not be shocked at such a proceeding; 
who would not be startled at the audacity of those 


| who would go back to those who sent them, 


making such representations of their reception? 
And yet here was the very case, only reversing the 
persons. They report that the President refuses 
to hear their memorials, because they-were not in 


| writing. 


The object of these individuals was very intel- 
ligible, and a part of it, undoubtedly, was to remove 
the distress, and effect a change of the public coun- 
cils in the process. The State of Pennsylvania 
was a mostimportant power in the operation. She 
was generally very decided in her acts, and what 
she did would tell. He trusted in God that the 
State of. Pennsylvania would do its duty; he was 
sure the people of that State would do what they 
thought was right, and he trusted they would do 
Should ‘he anticipate what that 
would be? He thought he could see the light 
ahead; and that the result would be favorable to 
the condition of public affairs as administered on 
the principles which had been heretofore approved 
by the people of Pennsylvania. It was very true 
that it was an importaut question—one of great 
magnitude. It was a battle between the Bank of 
the United States, the House of Representatives, 
the Senate, and the President of the United States, 
and it was for the good people of Pennsylvania and 
others to decide between us. But (Mr. F. said) 


| he thought he saw in Pennsylvania indication of 


the real state of public opinion. The opinion, as 
it regarded the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, had changed. Indications of hostility, not 
to be mistaken, against that institution were mani- 
fest in Pennsylvania, and he thought the recent 
action of the bank, braving public opinion, by 
resorting to hollow pretexts to avoid an investiga- - 
tion of its affairs was not calculated to make it 
more popular there. He could not believe that 
the bank would be justified by the people of Penn- 
sylvania, when it set up pretensions at variance 
with those which it had before supported here. 
We had seen the facility of changing ground by 
those who were supporting-the bank, but he 
thought the people were not so blind as not to see 
it. What a strange spectacle was presented by 
the bank! A complete revolution had taken place 
in the United States upon the subject of the in- 
stitution. A half dozen years ago it was thought 
the control of the Government was complete over 
it. Thatit possessed power sufficient to detect all 
abuses,‘to correct any criminality of conduct, and 
impurity of purpose, and of laying bare the policy 
of its conduct in all branches of its business, as a 
means of preventing any excesses of a political or 
pecuniary character. How was it now? What 
power was there which before was admitted to be 
retained, which was not now denied, and the jus- 
tice of the denial supported and defended by the 
bank? Mr. F. would turn attention to a singular 
matter, as illustrative of this position. He alluded 
to the recent attempt to investigate the condition 
of the bank. This was resisted on two grounds, 
First, that no committee had a right to inspect the 
conduct of the bank, but with a view to the issuing 
of a scire facias, and that it had a right to the pre- 
cise charge on which the scire facias was to be 
founded. Or, in other words, that they were tobe 
approached with a bill of indictment, containing 
a precise specifie charge. And a long argument 
had been entered into by a part of the committee 
in defence of this position. It assumed that the 
bank had no right to refuse to submit.to an inves- 
tigation, unless a distinct specification of abuses 
charged was made out. But a few days before 
these were the views held by a portion of that 
committee: 

‘“ Whereas this committee is now organized, 
and the directors of the bank have made known 
that they are prepared to submit their books for 
inspection: i 

‘¢2. Resolved, That the committee take into con- 
sideration the several subjects referred to them, 
and that they proceed to inspect the books and 


examine the proceedings of the bank, as authorized 
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by the charter, touching the matters referred to |; 
them, and in the order in which they are arranged 
by the House of Representatives, viz: 

“t, The cause of the commercial embarrass- 
ment and distress complained of by numerous 
citizens of the United States in sundry memorials 
which have been presented to Congressat the pres- 
ent session. 

«©, Whether the charter of the bank has been 
violated. 

«3. Whatcorruptions and abuses have existed 
in its management; whether it has used its corpo- 
rate powers or money to control the press, inter- 
fere in politics, or influence elections, and whether 
it has had any agency, through its management 
or money, in producing the existing pressure.” 

t: To these resolutions the following were offered 
as an amendment by Mr. Ellsworth, and accepted 
by Mr. Everett: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on behalf of the 
directors of the bank be directed to submit to our 
inspection, at their banking house, the books and 
papers of the institution, as they shall be respect- 
ively called for. . 

“© Resolved, That, in taking testimony, the com- | 
mittee will proceed according to trose general 
rules of evidence which are adopted in courts of 
judicial inquiry. 

“ The question being taken on Mr. Everett’s 
substitute, with the amendment, those who voted | 
in the affirmative were, Mr. Everett, Mr. Ells- 
worth; in the negative, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Mason, 
Mr. Muhlenberg, Mr. Mann, Mr. Lytle.” 

This was a proposition held by two individuals 
of the committee who afterwards agreed to the 
anjust pretensions of the bank. And under what 
circumstances was this change made? It was a} 
committee representing the power and authority |, 
of the House of Representatives, and treating the 
institution with respect. But the bank assumed 
as the basis of its refusal, to question the honor 
and the motives of every member of the commit- 
tee. It assumed, as the basis of its refusal, that 
the committee came to theinvestigation as a polit- 
ica! party; not as a committee of investigation. | 
Mr. F asked the honorable gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts, if the, people of Philadelphia, or the 
people of any other part of Pennsylvania, were so 

lind as not to see the cause of all these refusals 
and these pretexts. If they were so, they were 
much more so than they had proved themselves 
to be on ordinary occasions. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not perceive the 
full applicability of the honorable member’s re- 
marks. It was enough for him (Mr. W.) to say, 
that the bank investigation had nothing to do with 
the Harrisburg Convention. The laws were open, 
and why did not the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia advise a scire fucias, if the bank was guilty? | 
Mr. W. said the question would go on to trial, if | 
the House of Representatives chose; it was not his 
business, but theirs. Whether thismemorial was 
like the one from New Jersey, which was presented 
here yesterday, depended on the facts and cir- 
cumstances of the two cases. Were the members | 
of that convention, or any part of them, former 
opponents of the Administration? These thirty 
gentlemen would persuade the honorable member, | 
and all other gentlemen, of the truth of their rep- 
resentations. But when the facts were stated here, 
we heard nothing but the bank and the monster. 
Mr. W. regarded the bank as nothing but an | 
instrument of Government, and yet the honorable | 
member from Georgia raised it to the rank of a | 
_ department of the Government. Mr. W. would 
not agree that the bank was a party to the great 
contest which agitated the country. There was 
no party in it but the people themselves. They, 
it was true, were divided on the subject; but he 
went on the ground that the people of the United 
States would correct the existing evils, believing 
them to be competent to self-government. The 
honorable gentleman, he knew, had very great 
political sagacity—as much so as any person he 
knew in the United States; and the gentleman said | 
that all the changes in Pennsylvania were against | 
the bank. It all came to this, that the bank was | 
a creature of Government, responsible to the law, 
and if the distress was owing to a violation of its 
charter, why did not the Government bring it to 


| He had denied admission to his fellow-citizens, 


| have done so to the citizens of that city; 


| surp 


trial? The gentleman argued as though it was | 
above the Government. if a redress of public 


grievances required that the bank should receivea 
blow, why withhold it? 

Mr. FORSYTH replied, that he had only to 
repeat what he had said yesterday, that he was 
notan adviser of the President of the United States. 
He would do his duty according to his opinions of 
what was right and proper. As to himself, Mr. 
F. said he was not favorable to the issuing of a 
scire facias, because it would but aggravate the 
public distress, The bank would expire intwenty 


' months, and all knew its power to protract a decis- 


ion of the question until that period. The honor- 
ablegentleman from Massachusetts gave him great 
credit for foresight and political sagacity, and he 
was sorry he could not return the compliment to 
the honorable gentleman. He wasa gentleman of 
very extended views, but heretofore he had been 
exceedingly unsuccessful in his predictions, at 
least since he (Mr. F.) had known bim. Let us 
appeal to time, then, and rest confidently on the 
sagacity of those we appeal to. The honorable 
gentleman had said that the bank was complained 
of as a monster, that it was the constant theme of 
remark. Well, the memorial from the Pennsyl- 
vania convention concluded by praying relief by a 
restoration of the deposites to—the bank. They 
asked arecharterof—thebank. And they prayed 
Congress to adopt measures to curb the Executive 
in his hostility to—what?—the bank. The bank, 
the bank, was the beginning and the end of the 
theme. But for the popularity and influence of 
the bank in Philadelphia, we never should have 
heard of this convention. The bank was not a 
party to it; but did not everybody know that it 
was a powerful party in the country! Did we not 
know that everybody in the country who were 
enlisted on that side were assailing the Executive 
for daring to touch its immaculate deposites? 
Honorable gentlemen might struggle to avoid itas 
a party, but they must adhere to it as a party, and 
rise or fall by it. And who were the master spirits 


| who had managed thiggreatconcern? The man- 


agers of the bank, among whom was the distin- 
guished gentleman whose name stands at the head 
of this committee, and who had always pursued 


the most incessant, he might say vindictive, hostil- | 


ity towards the Executive of the United States— 
an individual who was a candidate for the second 
office in the gift of the people, and in whose favor 
the bank had poured outits treasures in full stream, 
and poured them out in vain. 

Mr. CLAY said the gentleman from Georgia, 
who was a firm supporter of the Executive, ad- 
mitted that it was a question of change of agents. 
And it was that question. It ought to bea strug- 


| gle for a change which should make principles 


predominant, and should cause the interests of the 
people to be Jooked to and the mandates of the 
Constitution observed. He wasglad the question 
of a successor was put by, and it was left for the | 


| peopletosay who should administer thegovernment 


of the country. As to this convention, there was 
no body of men in the country combining more of | 
integrity and patriotism. The gentleman from 
Georgia referred to the Globe, (a paper of which | 
he had not always spoken in the kindest terms,) | 
for contradictions of the reports of conversations 
held by committees with the President. Mr. ©. 
said, if reports were to be believed, the President 
could not have recollected what was said to him, | 
and it was unjust to say that, because the people 
of Baltimore misrepresented him, he would not 
receive others from Philadelphia or New York. 
"The convention was right, therefore, in saying that 
he had denied access to him, and imposed condi- 
tions on them which he had no right to prescribe. 


folding himself up in the East room, in all the 
ostentation of eastern magnificence, saying, pre- 
sent your complaints izwriting, and I wil answer 
you. The Lord Mayor of London would y 
the King 
of England would not have dared to prescribe 
such terms to his subjects. f 

Mr. BROWN said it was not without some 
rige he had heard gentlemen, who seemed to 
approve the course of the bank, assert their wi- 
lingness for an investigation into its conduct. How 
little did this declaration, made at this late period, 
comport with their acts in the early part of the 
present session. {t would be remembered that the 
honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] $ 


ould not |; 


it 


i 


| fended the bank. 
| investigation, seemed to bea primary object. The 


judicial inquiry into its acts, 
| thought it would be difficult to suggest any course 


had, at an early period of the present Session in- 
troduced a resolution in the Senate, proposing an 
examination into the conduct of the bank; but 


where then was the zeal of honorable gentlemen’ ` 


for an investigation? They had had ample oppor- 
tunity for its manifestation on that occasion; but 


| the Journals of the Senate would show that the 


resolution to which he alluded did not meet even 
the usual treatment required ‘by parliamentary 
courtesy. A motion for indefinite postponement 
was made against it, by a Senator in opposition, 
he believed, on the day after its introduction, which 
was carried, chiefly by the votes of those in oppo- 
sition to the Administration. 

Honorable Senators in opposition had, with’an 


‘air of triumph, asked why a seire facias had not 


been resorted to against the bank; and had defied 
the friends of the Administration to resort to a 
Mr. B. said he 


which would receive the sanction of those who de- 
To elude inquiry, and to defeat 


course of the bank most clearly indicated that no 
mode of investigation was acceptable to that insti- 
tution. It had been objected by it, that the Exec- 
utive had no right through the Government direct- 
ors to obtain information of its situation.. The ery 
of Executive tyranny had been raised on that.occa- 
sion, and the Executive charged with having inva~ | 
ded the sanctity of private accounts. The House 
of Representatives had passed resolutions author- 


| izing a committee of that body to investigate’the 


condition and affairs of that institution. This mode 
of inquiry, the right to which is explicitly given in 
the charter, and which has, on two other occa- 
sions, been acquiesced in by the bank, without the 
slightest objection, so fer as he was informed, had ` 
encountered obstacles from the President and di- 
rectors in the recentattemptto investigate its affairs, 
which went effectually to destroy the power of 
Congress to examine into its acts, and was tanta- 
mount to a declaration of entire independence of 
that branch of the Government. Thus, it was most 
apparent that no mode by which the bank is to be 
brought to justice, will prove acceptable to ite 
friends; and when it had been said that a séire facias ` 
was the proper remedy, he was forcibly remindeg 
of the story of a criminal offender, who, when suf-. 
fering the penalty of the law from the hands of the `: 
officer of justice, thought one blow too high ‘and’. 
another too low. The report of the Government 


| directors was thought to be an outrage by. the 
| friends of the bank. 


| An examination’ into. ite 
affairs by the committee was. suddenly discovered 
to be another great outrage; and now, a seire facta 
is said to be the only true and proper remedy. If, 
sir, (said Mr. B.,) this course had been resorted ta’ 
by the President, or by Congress, the same clamor 
about hostility against the bank, and an arbitrary 
invasion of its rights, would, no doubt, have been 
heard, which has almost deafened the ear of the 
public for the last six months. Mr. B. considered 
tkis as a mere subterfuge, which was intended to . 
shelter the bank from the indignation of an insulted 
eople. i 

: Mr. B. said the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] had alleged, in justification of 
the political alliance which was formed of such 
heterogeneous materials, against the Administra- 
tion, the example of the Allied Powers of Europe, 
who had united their arms to effect the overthrow 
of Napoleon. It was true (said Mr. B.) that the 
paper system of Great Britain had no doubt a pow- 
erful agency in conducting the allies to Paris; but 
he trusted that the unconqaerable spirit of the free- 
men of this country would prevent the Bank of the 
United States from carrying the great political 
allies, now struggling for ascendency, in triumph 
to the American Capitol. The vigorous. spirit of 
republican freemen was not so easy of conquest as 
the subjects of old and decayed monarchs. The 
power of the Holy Alliance in Europe had been 


| constantly exerted to smother and crush the spirit 


of freemen. It was a name of evil omen, and should 
warn the people of the United States against alli- 


! ances, either holy or unholy. _. 


The honorable gentleman had censured, in most 
unmeasured terms, the President of the United 
States, for having declined any further interviews 


‘with committees. 


He believed that no Chief Magistrate in this 
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_ country had been. more accessible to his fellow- | 
citizens, or had, in his personal intercourse, shown 
-more courtesy and respect, than the present Presi- 
“dent of the United States. The resolution which 
he had formed to receive communications from. 
committees only in writing, no doubt grew out of 
the great injustice with which he had been treated 
in the reports of some of those committees. Mr. 
B. sincerely believed, that the conversations of the 
President had been greatly misrepresented in some 
of the instances.to which he had alluded. In more 
tranquil times than the present, party prejudices 
were but too apt to influence the opinions and ac- 
tions of men; and at this period of unprecedented 
party excitement, that individual would stand but 
little chance of having justice done him, whose 
opinions were promulgated to the world by politi- 
cal. opponents, colored by all their party preju- 
dices, and liable to all the distortions which en- 
mity and bitterness so well understood the use 
f : 


of. : 

The memorial (said Mr. B.) described the dis- 
tress in the State of Pennsylvania, as pervading 
-every. branch of industry, which was attributed to 
the removal of the public moneys from the Bank 
of. the United States. He did not doubt that some 
of those who composed the committee charged by 

the convention with bringing hither the memorial, 
were distressed: That portion of them who were 
stockholders, as he was informed some of them 
were, felt, no doubt, a great repugnance to the dis- 
continuance of an institution which had yielded 
them large profits, and by the recharter of which, 
‘their stock would have risen greatly in value. | 
Avarice submits, most reluctantly, to the discon- 
tinuance of its accustomed profits, and to the ex- 
tinction of its hopes for the enhanced value of its 
. stocks. Ambition, on the other hand, surrenders 
with keen pain, and only when compelled, the 
great political lever which this powerful corpora- 
tion furnishes. Mr. B. was not sufficiently in- 
formed of the present condition of the people of | 
Pennsylvania to give an opinion as to the extent 
of the distress which the memorial represented as 
existing in that wealthy and respectable Common- 
wealth; but he thought it by no means a necessary 
consequence, that all its great interests were dis- 
‘tressed, because those who bappened to be interest- 
ed in the Bank of the United States might so im- 
agine it, or so represent it. He, on the contrary, | 
heartily subscribed to the sentiment expressed by 
Mr. Rush, a distinguished citizen of that State, at 
a public meeting held not long since in Philadel- 
phia, that itis a libel on the free people and repub- 
lican institutions of this country, to say that they 
are indebted for their prosperity to the Bank of 
the United States, but that the causes of their hap- 
piness and prosperity are to be found in our ex- 
cellent system of Government, in the enterprise 
and industry of its citizens, and in the abundant 
and yaried resources of our country. 

Mr. B. said that the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts had most earnestly invoked the || 
citizens of Pennsylvania to look to their interests, 
and to unite in producing a change in the meas- 
ures of the Administration. Mr. B, said that the i 
invocation of the honorable gentleman was not, he 
presumed, at all necessary to induce the people of | 
that State to take proper care of their own inter- | 
ests. They had always shown their entire com- || 
petency to do so, the most signal proofs of which | 

. were to be fonnd in looking at her present condi- 
tion. 

Mr. B. said that the conduct of the bank had, 
for the last two or three years, been marked bya 
series of measures and bold pretensions, so hostile || 
to a republican form of government, that to sub- 
mit to its demands, and to restore the public mo- || 
neys to its keeping, would be to acknowledge its 
superiority, and become a lasting subject of na- 
tional reproach. It had boldly thrown itself into 
the party contests of the day, and thereby contrib- | 
uted to pollute the purity of our free system of 
government. It had, as he most sincerely be- 
lieved, done much to inflict distress upon the coun- 
try, to compel its citizens to come into its meas- 
ures. It had disregarded an express provision in 
its charter, and closed its doors against the investi- 
gation ordered by the representatives of the peg- 
ple. After having thus boldly contemned the 
authority of the representatives of the people, and |) 
through them, the people themselves, he should 


| nificence, and refused to see his 


deem it as humiliating to the nation to yield to 
their demands, and replace the public moneys in 
their custody,as he should consider it unworthy 
the national spirit to yield to an invading enemy 
who demanded the submission of the country. 
Mr. FORSYTH replied that the gentleman 
from Kentucky said he had come to the support 
of the Executive. He was not a defender of the 
Executive, or of all his measures. True, he had 
had occasion to defend the President of the Uni- 
ted States from what he considered unjust assaults | 
upon him; and he knew very well that his motives 
would be assailed by those who were incapable of | 
doing justice to him or to any other person in his 
situation. He intended to say nothing of the 
characters of these gentlemen of the convention. | 


He knew some of them personally, and he knew | 
them to.be respectable; but he had no respect for 
their opinions. 

Honorable gentlemen said they were-willing and 
desirous to have an investigation of the bank. But | 
there would be some preliminary matters to be :! 
settled before that-could take place. First, would 
the majority of the committee be of those who be- 
lieved the bank tobe guilty ? He did notoffer the | 
proposition for the seire fucias. He said he would | 
not take the responsibility of offering it, but that if 
gentlemen persisted that. the bank was calumni- | 
ated, he offered them a substitute for the resolu- 
tion, This they refused. But honorable genile- 
men admitted that the object of their pursuit was 
power—to get hold of the offices of Government— | 
to correct the President of the United States. We | 
were contending for the administration of the | 
Government. What was the principle of gentle- | 
men in desiring a seat in Congress, often at im- | 
mense sacrifices, both personal and pecuniary, but | 
ambition? A desire for higher places in serving | 
the people, and to prove to the people that they | 
deserved higher places. These were high and | 
honorable purposes. A desire to possess power 
to administer the Government for the benefit.and 
happiness of the people, for our own glory, and 
for the glory of the nation, and that our-names 
may descend to posterity in connection with its || 
greatness and renown. We had been told, over | 
and over again, that this was nota question of 
bank or no bank, and the honorable gendeman 
from Kentucky said that it was a question of law 
and the Constitution; but, notwithstanding, he con- 
cluded with the necessity and importance of—the 
bank. After eulogizing the committee, he con- 
cluded with the old threadbare subject of—the | 
bank—the bank—the bank. We had heard ap- || 
peals to General Washington as authority -for— | 
the bank. The authority of the elder Adams, of | 
Madison, and of Monroe, to sustain—the-bank. 
And the experience of forty-five years-of pros- 
perity to prove that the country cannot do without i 
—the bank. | 

But one word as to these committees of memo- 
rialists, visiting the President. He (Mr. F.) | 
denied that memorials had ever been sent to the | 


President. Committees were sent to Washington || 


with memorials to present to Congress, and of | 
their own mere will went to see the President out : 
of—respect to him. He denied that they had ever i 
been refused by the President, or that he had ever | 
declined a personal interview with such persons. i 
He had refused to hear them in their official char- il 
acter, and told them to give him in writing what | 
they had to say, and he would hear it and answer | 
it. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky said |! 
that a king of England would never refuse an in- 


ee BOF k A 
terview with his subjects in the manner the Pres- | 


id-nt had dene. That he sat in the East room, | 
folding himself up in all the pomp of eastern mag- | 
humble subjects | 

Weil, all this wasi 
y indeed, and very poetic. |} 
But how was the fact? Phis ostentatious despot | 
asked his fellow-citizens to come and see him as a | 
farmer, laying aside official forms and ceremonies. | 
He says, represent to me what you please, and -I | 
will give you a frank, candid answer. This, to | 
be sure, was very much like the ostentation of a 
prince! : 
In regard to the gentleman’s allusion to the: 
Globe, Mr. F. said he did not recollect ever saying 


but upon prescribed terms. 
very pretty—very prett 


H 


| anything of that paper which 


could justify the | 
honorable gentleman’s remark, He had said that | 


was-conducted; but it was a sheet of white paper 
in comparison with the papers on the opposite 
side. The honorable member made some further 
remarks which he (Mr. F. ) had forgotien, and if 
he did not answer them, he hoped the honorable 
gentleman would forgive him. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the resolution 
submitted by him proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, as it respects 
the election of President and Vice President of the 
United States, was referred to the select commit- 
tee to whom was committed a similar resolution 
offered by Mr. Bras. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
The joint resolution from the House of Rep- 


i| -resentatives, fixing upon the day of adjournment, 


was taken up. 


Mr. PORTER moved to lay thé resolution on 


ii the table. 


Mr. BROWN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Benton, Bibb, Chambers, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, 
Naudain, Porter, Robbing, Silsbee, Tyler, Wag- 
aman, Webster, White—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, 
McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift—25. : 

After some conversation between Messrs. 


|| BROWN, CLAY, GRUNDY, and BIBB, 


Mr. CLAY moved that the further considera- 
tion of the resolution be postponed until Monday 
next. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Chambers, 
Clay, Ewing, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, 
Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Southard, 
Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Web- 
ster, White—95. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 


i| Clayton, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Hill, King of 


Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, McKean, 
Morris, Prentiss, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, 
Swift, Tipton, Wilkins, Wright—22, 

Mr. CLAY then moved that the Senate take up 
his resolutions; which was agreed to. 

The resolutions being separated, and the ques- 
tion being on the passage of the first, 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 


| Clay Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 


Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swn Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, 

NAYS-—Messrs, Benton, “Brown, Forsyth, 
| Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
M:Kean, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tipton, 
White, Wilkins, Wright—16 : g 

The questien -recurring on the adoption of the 
second resolution, which provides for the deposite 
of the public moneys in the Bank of the United 
States after the Ist July next— l 

Mr. FORSYTH, after intimating a wish toad- 
dress the Senate on the subject, moved to postpone 
the question till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

BILLS. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of John Chandler and Wil- 
liam Johnson; : 

A bill for the relief of the town of Fayetteville, 
‘in the Territory of Arkansas; 

A bill for the better organization of the United 
States Marine Corps, and to abolish brevet rank 
in the Army. 

{Upon this bill the yeasand nays were demanded 
by Mr. FORSYTH; which were ordered, and are 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Chambers, 
Clay,Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
Kane, Kent, Linn, Mangum, Poindexter, Prentiss 


he did not altogether like the manner in which it! 


Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Southard, Sprague, 
Smith, Swift, Webster, Wilkins, Wright—25. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, 
Hill, King of Georgia, McKean, Moore, Morris, | 
Robinson, Shepley, Tipton, White—12.] 

A bill granting to General P. Thomas, of Lou- 
isiana, a tract of land, in consideration of the mil- 
itary services rendered by him in taking posses- 
sion of that portion of West Florida included in 
the district of Batoa Rouge. 

(Mr. FORSYTH moved a reconsideration of 
the vote passing this last bill, and demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Forsyth, Hill, Kent, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, McKean, 
Shepley, Swift, Tomlinson, W hite, Wilkins—12. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cham- 
bers, Clay, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, | 
Kane, Linn, Moore, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, South- | 
ard, Tipton, Webster—2]. 

So the Senate refused to reconsider the vote. ] 

REPORTS. 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of |) 


. Francis Preston and wife; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. eY 
Mr. KANE, on leave, introduced a bill to ad- 
mit, free of duty, books and apparatus intended | 
for colleges and other literary institutions; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on. 
Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved that the Senate take 
up for consideration the Indian appropriation bill; 
which was agreed to. 

After the usual number of readings, the bill was 
passed and returned to the House; and the Sen- 


ate then, on motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, |: 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, June 3, 1834. 

Mr. C. P. WHITE, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported bills for the relief of John 
H. Aulick and Silas Duncan; which were read 
twice and committed. ; 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee | 
of Claims, reported bills for the relief of Henry | 
Knowles, sen., and of John Pollock; which were 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. STODDERT, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill prohibiting 
the Corporations of Washington, Georgetown, 
and Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, from 
issuing promissory notes of a less denomination 
than ten dollars after the period therein mentioned; 
which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, was postponed to 
Friday next, being the day set apart for business 
of the District. 


Mr. SMITH offered the following resolution, || 


by consent: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House a copy of the re- 
port of the survey recently made of the harbor of 
Portland, Maine, by Colonel Anderson, with a 


copy of the map and profile of the said harbor and |! 


breakwater, proposed to be constructed therein. 
Also, copies of each preceding survey which has | 
been made of said harbor, and now on file in the 
Department. . 
Which, by the rules, lays one day upon the 
table. 
KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The CHAIR announced the business in order 
to'be the unfinished business of Saturday, being 
the Kentucky election. 

Mr. ADAMS said, the business of yesterday 
had occupied the only day in the week set apart i 
by the rules for the reception of petitions and me- | 
morials. A 7 
it was important that the wishes of the people | 


should be laid before the House with the utmost |; 


facility. He therefore hoped the House would | 
consent to receive memorials this day, and made 


that motion. . 
Mr. WILLIAMS said, the important business 


now pending rendered it incumbent on him to |: / r the 
| appear to have been given for him in Anderson | 


i county by two persons who were entered 


object to the motion. g 
Mr. DENNY moved the suspension of the rules, 
to enable the motion to be made. 


s the session drew towards its close, i 


i Hulet; Hickman Evans, Henry Wood, and | 


i rule, and was negatived without.a division. 


i tion of Mr. JONES, to amend theamendment, by 


| © William Conner, Charles Welsh, Thomas Har- 
‘ris, Montgomery Vanlandingham, Joseph Mur- |; 


| ‘for R. P. Letcher.” 


! ment at length. 


| question in a more direct and intelligible manner |, 
vote, and they did vote for Mr. Letcher. And 


: CLAYTON, PEYTON, PARKER, BURGES, ; 
| MOORE, HAMER, CHILTON, WILLIAMS, |; 


i weeks such had been his situation that it had not ; 
| 


Mr. MANN inguired how many speeches were 
adjourned over froin the previous petition day. 
The CHAIR stated that six petitions had been 


week, 
The question was then taken on suspending the 


The CHAIR then stated the question before 
the House to be the fifth branch of the following 
amendment, proposed by Mr. Banxs, to the reso- 
lution reported by the Committee of Elections: 

That all the legal votes which were received 
‘in Lancaster, Garrard county, whilst Moses 
‘Grant, Esq., acted as one of the judges, on the 
‘first morning of the election, in August last, and || 
‘those of a like character, given on the second 
‘day of the elec:ion, in the casual absence of the 
‘sheriff, ought to be estimated in ascertaining the 
‘result of the election.” 

Mr. BANKS accepted as a modification the mo- 


substituting the word ‘qualified ” for ‘ legal,” 
and striking out the word “ casual, ”? 

Mr. BANKS also modified his amendment by 
adding to it the following: 

«That the votes of David McKee, Alfred W. 
‘ Buford, Elijah Mount, Clayton Fitzpatrick, Wil- 
‘liam R. Preston, R. L. Berry, B. Leffler, R. 
t McKeown, G. M. Ormond, and Lewis L. Ma- 
‘son, given in Mercer county, be counted; the 
‘first nine for R. P. Letcher, and the last one for 
‘T. P. Moore. 

“That the votes of John McHan, Reuben 
t Young, Vincent Inge, Jacob Coffman, William 
t Jenkins, and the Rev. D. Robertson, be taken 
‘from the number of votes all »wed by tl:e majority 
‘of the committee to Moore, in Mercer county, 
*and added to those counted for Letcher. 

«That the votes of Eli Williams and Wade 
‘Dawson, of Anderson county, and that those of | 


| 
| 
| 
t 


train, Levi Nunnery, Richard Curd, Anderson 


ji 


© Richard Whi:e, of Jessamine county, be counted | 


Mr. BANKS modified this part of the amend- , 
ment by striking out the names of Harris, Nun- 
nery, and Curd. | 

Mr. B. then advocated this branch of theamend- 


Mr. S. JONES replied to the statements and i 
arguments of Mr. Banxs. 


‘The debate was continued by Messrs.. MAR- i 


SHALL, POPE, and HARDIN; when | 

Mr. HAWNEGAN moved to amend the bal- 
ance of the amendment, by striking out the whole 
which had not been adopted by the House, and 
inserting instead a clause providing that the names | 
of Benjamin Higbee and Carey A. Wiley be | 
stricken from the poll of Mr. Letcher. 

Mr. HARDIN objected that the amendment to į 
the amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIR sustained the proposition in point 
of order, but suggested that it would present the 


to offer it at a subsequent stage. / 
Mr. HANNEGAN assented to this course, and || 


| then argued the principles of the amendment before ; 


the House at length. | 
He was followed by Messrs. VANDERPOEL, | 


MANN, BEATTY,CHILTON ALLAN,GAM- ; 
BLE, and HARPER, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked thatit had been his | 
intention to have submitted at length his views ; 
upon the main resolution; but for the last six | 


been in his power to have participated in the de- | 
bate; and he would assure the House that he had | 
not risen at this hour of the day, and at this stage | 
of the proceeding, to go intoany general discussion | 
of the subject. He merely wished, in as brief a | 
manner as practicable, to present a few considera- | 


|| tions upon the immediate question before the | 


House. It is now proposed to amend the main 
resolution reported by the committee, by adding | 
to the list in favor of Mr. Letcher thé votes which || 

t 


upon the | 
poll-book, one by the name of Williams, the other ! 


by the name of Dawson; which votes had been. 
rejected by the committee,.on the ground that they. 


| were given b i 
| postponed from the Monday of the preceding given by persons who had no legal residence 


ia that county on the first Monday of August.last, 
the time when the election took place. And, sir, : 
disguise it as you may, the real and the only ques- 
tion is, touching this point, does the evidence ad- 
duced satisfy our minds that no persons bearing 
those names could have had, at the'time of the 
election, a legal residencein the county where they 
voted? Were thereany such persons then residing 
within the limits of that county? If not, most 
clearly the committee did. right in rejecting the 
votes which were given by them. 

There is no member ofthis House who will not 
readily agree to this proposition. [tis too plain 
to require argument; and if such a fraud has been 
practised upon the right of suffrage, it became the 
bounden -duty of the Committee of Elections to 
detect it, and to prevent its injurious operation. in 


i the case before the House. ‘Vhey have attempted 


to do this, and they have done it in a way and 
manner that leaves nota particle of doubt upon 
his mind that their finding, in this particular, ought 
to be confirmed by the House. e had examined, 


| with some attention, the reports. of the majority 


and of the minority of the committee, and he had 
endeavored, from the arguments of the parties liti- 


| gant, and from all the lights which had been shed 
| upon the case, to form for himself an opinion. He 


had so done; and he felt no embarrassment w bat- 
ever upon the immediate question now under con- 
sideration. What is theevidence? Itis admitted 
that the names of Williams and of Dawson are to 
be found onthe poll book, and that these votes 
stand entered as having been given for Mr. Letch- 
er; but isthisfactconclusive? Is it not competent 
to cuntradict it by parole evidence? Is a poll book 
a record of such a description that you cannot con- 
trovert it—that you cannot impeach it—that you 
cannot destroy its force by other testimony? Sir, 
those who contend for such a doctrine, would find 
it difficult to sustain themselves. The law is not * 
so. He would most freely admit that the record 
(as it is called)—the poll book—the mere entry of 
the names of the voters, is evidence, and evidence 
which, if uncontradicted, must satisfy the mind of 
| every person, that such procaedinga did take place, 
| in the way, and in the manner, and by the persons, 
| as the record purports to show; but it is not abso- 
| lute—it is not conclusive evidence of the facts. At 
| was evidence of a prima facie character; and not, 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania was:under- 
stood to say, beyond the power of being explained 
and controverted. Itis evidence; but it is evidence: 
which may be impeached—which may be wholly 
destroyed by other testimony; and sir, it-has been 
so treated—it has been so admitted, by mostof.the + 
gentlemen who have taken part in this discussion, 
It should be so considerd. . Well, then, what.is 
the amount of evidence of personal identity result 
ing from this poll book? 

it is nothing more and nothing less than that 
two persons, calling themselves by such names, 
appeared at the place of election, and claimed the 
right of voting. The right was granted—they did ° 


here he would remark, that notwithstanding the’ 
positive requirements of the statute of Kentucky— 
notwithstanding it was the duty of the judges, in 
case the individual applying for liberty to vote 
should not be personally known, to administer to 
such applicant a particularoath, wherein the indi- 
vidual declares his qualifications as a voter, and 
his right to vote—notwithstanding such is the 
language of the law, he had understood that in 
practice, the oath was seldom administered, except 
in cases where the right of the person offering to 
vote was challenged. 

In the two cases before us, the individuals, be- 
yond all doubt, voted as a mere matter of course. | 
There is no evidence that these voters were chal- 
lenged, or that they were sworn on the occasion. 
And he asked with confidence whether they could 
have been personally known to the judges of the 
election. He had come to an entirely different 
conclusion from the evidence adduced. With such 


i| a record, made as it was, and preserved as it had 


he could not doubt that two persons did 
actually appear, and did assume the names of 
Williams and Dawson, and did claim the right to 
vote, and did enjoy that right. But the inquiry 


been, 
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‘now. is, were there in truth any such.persons who 
‘were then legal residents in the county of Ander- 
‘son, or- were the judges imposed upon?—or, in 
other words, was there a fraud committed? If.so, 
‘and: that can be made to appear, it vitiates the 
whole proceeding-—it destroys the whole effect of 
the record; and he could not doubt that all this 
‘was very. competent and proper to show.. And 
the question now is, whether the evidence which 
had been offered was sufficient to rebut the evi- 
dence resulting from the fact that these names 
‘appear upon the record. The latter is presumptive 
evidence, but it may, nevertheless, be impeached 
by testimony of a like character. ‘Well, then, 
he would ask, what evidence has been adduced 
by Mr. Moore, tending to impeach the evidence 
resulting from the record? For he could net, for 
a moment, believe that if Major Moore had 
brought forward the affidavit of every inhabitant 
in the county, and itshould appear that no knowl- | 
edge was had of any such persons as Williams 
and Dawson, that the record would be set aside at | 
once as wholly unworthy of confidence. 
The House, then, is bound to weigh all the evi- | 
dence, and to see whether the weight of testimony 
is not now decidedly against the record. Mr. | 
Moore had taken the deposition of the sheriff and 
of certain constables—men whose business led | 
them through the county—-men who would be 
likely to know the legal inhabitants of their county, | 
and they had testified unqualifiedly that persons | 


of those names were not known to them—that |; 
they did not believe that any such persons |: 
Butit has |! 
been asked, why has not the testimony of the |! 


resided within the limits of the county. 


judges of the election been taken ?—that they had 
the means of knowing better than the deponents. 
'To this remark he could not yield his assent. He, 
for one, did not believe that these judges could 
know the resident citizens of their county as well 
‘and as generally as sherifls or as constables. They 
were men who, from the nature of their office, | 
from their usual avocations, did not mix with the} 
members of the community to the extent that sher- 

‘iffy and officers of that character necessarily must. 


Judges were found in their studies, and confined || 


fo the discharge of such -official duties as must 
necessarily limit their personal acquaintance with, 
and knowledge of, their fellow-citizena, while | 
sheriffs and constables, from the very nature of 
their employments, extended their acquaintance 
into every village and neighborhood. He differed, | 
therefore, from the gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina, that Major Moore shonid have obtained the 
testimony of the judges of the election rather than 
the testimony of the sheriff and of the constables. 


He was of the opinion that the evidence procured | 
was entitled to more consideration than the evi: | 
dence of the judges alone would have been. But | 
the testimony of the witnesses is not all the evi- | 
dence which has been offered going to show that) 
there were no such persons residing in the county | 
in August last as Williams and Dawson. The 
books of the commissioners have been examined, |: 
and cf those whose duty it is in each spring to |! 
makea perfect list of all the inhabitants in-the || 
county with. reference to such personal taxation, |! 
and upon such books and upon such lists the || 
names of Williams and Dawson cannot be found. | 
Here, then, is not only the positive declaration of |) 
living witnesses wbo bave the meansof knowledge, |! 
but here aresthe books of the county commissioner, | 
the lists of the tax-payers, all going to show that || 
no such persons as Williams and Dawson were I 
residing in thecounty on the day ofclection. And |! 
he would ask, is not all this suficient to do away i 
the force of the evidence resulting from the mere || 

| 

H 


factthatthe names of two such persons were found 
on the poll-book? Hecontended it was, and that 
the committee did entirely right in rejecting these 
_votes. The presumption arising from all this tes-. 
timony is, that nosuch persons were there; that a 
wrong has been done; and the burden of proof is 
changed. Jt isnow the duty, and certainly isin the 
power ofMr. Letcher, according to the suggestions 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr, Cuizron,j 
to put this matter beyond ali doubt. That gentle- 
man’ has said that the lists of the constables of the 
county being ten or twelve in number, that the mili- 
tia rolls would put this matter to rest—that they 
would be conclusive on this subject, and he has 
been, pleased to. add, that Major Moore should have 
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| at rest? 


| mony already taken. 


| prise. 


li as the hour was late, he moved an adjournment; 


looked to, those quarters for satisfactory evidence 
on this point. He differed in this particular from 
that gentleman. Mr. Mcore had doneall that was 
incumbent on him to do, and it devolved on the 
other side to give us further light; and it was not 
an arduous or a difficult duty to perform, for it 
would seem, from the remarks of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that if these men were honest 
voters, were actual residents at the time, it can be 
shown, it can be made to appear. He would then 
ask, why has not Mr. Letcher gone to the consta- 
bles, and to the militia officers, and put this matter 
Why has he not done it?—it was clearly 
in his power, if the authority of the gentleman 
from Kentucky can be relied upon. The answer 
is at hand-—the evidence which would come from 
those quarters would go only to confirm the testi- 
It is fair to presume this; 
and if the judges of the election would be able to 


give any different color to this transaction, their į 
testimony would have been produced—it was | 


within the reach of Mr. Letcher. And after all 


i| that Mr. Moore had shown in evidence, it was 


not to be required that he should go further—the 


| burden was changed. The duty had devolved on 


Mr, Letcher. Inasmuch, then, as no attempt has 
been made by Mr. Letcher to satisfy the mind on 
this point, to make this matter clear, is it not fair 
to presume that no evidence does exist, or can be 
obtained, which will go to change the evidence 
offered by Mr. Moore, and now in the case? 
When the inquiry was made by the honorable 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Gamsxe,] whether 
time had been allowed to Mr. Letcher, he thought 
the answer was not so full as it should have been. 
He presumed there was no disposition to mislead; 
but he would say, in further answer to the inquiry 


|| of the gentleman from Georgio, that the testimony 
| by Mr. Moore was taken about the 20:h of No- 
| vember last—six weeks before the firstof January, 


beyond which point of time he believed no testi- 
mony was allowed to be taken, and. that the tes- 
timony was taken in the presence of Mr. Letcher’s 


; agent, who cross-examined the witnesses, and 


Mr. Letcher must have known that the residence 
of those two persons would be questioned, and 
their right to vote denied. It was no secret: no 
individual member of the community who took up 
a newspaper after the election in Kentucky in 
August last, and after it was understood that the 


| election in this congressional district would not 


be again submitted to the people, could have 
doubted for a moment that the election would be 
contested, and strongly and perseveringly con- 
tested. Mr. Letcher, then, was not taken by sur- 


evidence taken (if properly regarded) which could 
not fail to destroy the force of the record—unex- 
plained, it was conclusive. 
taken in the presence of Mr, Letcher’s agent—at 
a time fully sufficient to enable him to explain it, 
and do it away by other evidence, if such evidence 
could be found. And as there has been no at- 
tempt whatever to impeach the testimony of Mr. 


4 aa Z i 
Moore’s witnesses, it did follow, to his mind, that |! 
the report of the committee, on this point, ought | 


to be confirmed by the House. 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
WAYNE, J. Q. ADAMS, and BRIGGS. 


Mr. LANE took the floor, and intimated an in- | 


tention to address the House on the subject, but, 


which was agreed to, and- 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 4, 1834. 


Mr. McKCEAN presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
praying a restoration of the deposites to the Bank 
of the United States, and a recharter of that insti- 
tution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, aud ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 


George Reed; which was referred to the Committee 

on Publie Lands. 
Mr. BENTON presented the petition of 

and George Phelps; which was referred. 


REPO TS. 


Joseph 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on li 


All was open, and all was fair. ` Here was | 


And this evidence was | 


| Public Lands, reported, without amendment, a 
i bill from the House of Representatives for the 
| relief of Duncan L. Clinch; which was read, and 
! ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on In- - 
| valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Eli 
| Mitchell. 

NEXT SESSION OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that he should 
ask leave to introduce a bill to-morrow, fixing the 
meeting of the next session of Congress on a day 
| anterior to the first Monday in December next. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


| _ The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
|| Claims, adverse to the petition of Thomas Merri- 
| wether, was, on motion of Mr. TYLER, laid upon 
| the table. 


RESTORATION OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The second resolution of Mr. Cuar, requiring 

: the public deposites to'be made in the Bank of the 
United States and its branches after the Ist of July 

i next, was taken up. 

| Mr. FORSYTH moved that when the question 
pon the adoption of this resolution should be 
i taken, that it should be by yeas and nays; which | 
? were ordered. 

| Mr. FORSYTH, who was entitled to the floor, 

i rose and said that he had intended to have ad- 
| dressed the-Senate upon this subject, but that he 
| had thrown out yesterday many of the points he 

| had in contemplation to make, and as his colleague 

, [Mr. Kine] had expressed a wish to make some 

, remarks upon the subject, he would yield the floor 
i to him. 

| Mr. KING then spoke at length in explanation 
| of the vote he intended to give against the passage 
_ of the resolution, and to avoid the charge of incon- 
; sistency in giving that vote, Mr. K., in the course 
| of his remarks, digressed for a short time to the 
| politics of South Carolina, and, on concluding, 
; was followed by 

| Mr. PRESTON and Mr. FORSYTH. 

| Mr. BENTON then. spoke briefly against the 
| 

j 


passage of the resolution. 
| Mr. McKEAN desired to say a word or two 
i; only, befure the vote wastaken. After more than 
|, six months outcry about the pecuniary distress of 
|| the country, he said this wag the first opportunity 
; given to any Senator to vote upon a proposition 
|, savoringof relief. His opinions on the great ques- 
i tion which was agitating the public mind, had 
|: undergone no change. He, nevertheless, intended 
i 
| 


‘to vote for this resolution, not becatise he had 
| much faith in the relief it would produce, but be- 
;, cause a vast majority of his constituents, who bad 
| spoken on the subject, complained ‘bitterly of ex- 
|, treme pecuniary distress, and prayed for the adop- 
i tion of this very measure as a sure means of relief. 
| He considered it a question of mere expediency, 
j! and one which he had no doubt many of his con- 
| stituents were qualified to judge of more correctly 
j 


than himself. They asked forthe measure, and 
he did not feel himself at liberty to oppose their 


: will. 
The question being on the final passage of the 
li resolution, it was decided in the affirmative by the 


i 


following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, 
Cnight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Naudain, 
Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 


i 


inson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster—28, 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 

| Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of, Alabama, King of 

| Georgia, Linn, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tip- 

| ton, White, Wilkins, Wright—16. 

NORTHERN BOUNDARY LINE OF OHIO. 


The Senate then took up the bill fixing’ the 
northern boundary line of the State of Ohio. 

Mr. CLAYTON, chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, who reported. the bill, spoke at 
length in explanation of its provisions. 

Mr. KANE followed in reply, but, expressing 
| a wish to make some examination into the subject, 
; Moved an adjournment; but gave way to 
Mr. WRIGHT, who submitted the following 
| resolution: f 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
ibe instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


1, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tom- 


* 


ment of the present session up to the time of the 
decision of the contested election of a Senator from 
bode Island. 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W spwespay, June 4, 1834. 
Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Library Com- 


mittee, reported a joint resoiution for the distribu- 


tion of the continuation of the Diplomatic Corre- | 


spondence; which was read twick, and the question 
beiug on its engrussment— 

Mr. CLAYTON said, be understood that it was 
proposed to givea copy uf the work to such per- 
sons, including members of Congress, as have 
formerly received the work of which this is a con- 


tinuation. He was opposed to this, and demanded | 


the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. E. EVERETT said, tne work was already 
published, and the only question was upon the 
mode of distribution, 

The question being taken, it was determined in 

- the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 57. 
Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 


and Canals, reported a resolution for printing a | 


communication from A. C. Flagg, Esq., respect- 
ing the New York canals; which was agreed to. 
KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 
subject of the election contested between Robert 
P. Letcher and Thomas P. Moore—the question 
being on the fifth amendment (as divided) to the 
resolution reported from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, providing that the names of Eli Williams 
and Wade Dawson be counted for Mr. Letcher. 
Mr. LANE, who was entiled to the floor, 
stated that it had been intimated to him, by the 
friends of the claimants, that they were very de- 
sirous to have the main question taken to-day, 
and he would, therefore, willingly waive the op- 
portunity to make any remarks. 
Mr. PARKER moved an amen 


ment so as to read as follow: ‘That the names 
‘of Eli Williams and Wade Dawson, of Anderson 


‘county, rejected by the committee upon the dep- | 


“osition of the sheriff and others, that such per- 
‘sons in the county were unknown to them, be 
$ counted for Mr. Letcher.” 
Mr. JONES, of Georgia, spoke at some length 
in opposition tothe amendment. 
Mr. J. Q. ADAMS spoke briefly in reply. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND opposed theamendment. 
He also remarked that the House had already 
spent nearly two days on these two names. What 
. was to become of the great interests of the coun- 
try, if we went on in this whittling and quibbling 


way? He thought, himself, that the amendment |) 
ought not to have been received, it being contra- | 
dictory to the main proposition. In this way we || 
might go on trying Moore and Letcher, and jj c 
l| ative to these voters, upon the testimony in the 


Letcher and Moore, till the end of the session. 


He hoped the House would come to the question |! 
at once, which of the two claimants was entitled | 


to the contested seat. Nothing, in his jadgment, 
was to be gained by further delay. 


Mr. POPE moved to amend the amendment by | 
| to go through with all the points of the gentleman’s 


adding the following words: 
« There being no other evidence, but the fact 
: «that such names appear on the poll books, that 
‘such men ever did live in the county.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. JONES -of 
Georgia, BARRINGER, HARDIN, and a word 
or two of explanation between Messrs. HUB- 
BARD and SUTHERLAND, respecting the 
reception of the amendment. moved by Mr. Banks 
by the former while in the chair, the amendment 
offered by Mr. Pore was rejected. ; 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
on counting the votes of E. Williams and W. 
Dawson for Mr. Letcher—a division of the ques- 
tion having been called for, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 93, nays 115. : 

‘The question then recurring upon the balance 
of the fifth amendment, Mr. McD. MOORE asked 
to have the question first taken upon the names of 
Montgomery Van Landingham, Josepb Murrain, 
and Hickman Evans, separately. 


dment to the | 
amendment, which was accepted as a modification | 
by Mr. Banks, who further modified the amend- 


f 
| 


| proof of qualifications of voters. 


Mr. HARDIN explained the practice of Ken- |} 
i| was followed by 


|| residue of the names in the fifth branch of Mr. 


| the amendment: 


| election, and that the others were open to the 


adopted by the Legislature of Virginia, as to the 


tucky; when. . 
Mr. MERCER madea further explanation; and 
„Mr. LANE, who made a brief explanation of 
his views. 
Mr. H. EVERETT inquired relative to the 
name of Joseph Murrain, and was replied to by 
Mr. S, JONES, who also made some. remarks 
in reply to Mr. Mercer. 


H. EVERETT, BEATTY, S. McD. MOORE, 

and HAMER; when the question was taken, and 

decided in the effirmative—yeas 103, nays 100. 
The question was then stated on counting the 


Banxs’s amendment, being those of W illiam Con- 
ner, Richard White, Anderson Hulet, and Henry 
Wood. 

Mr.J.Q. ADAMS inquired what difference ex- 
isted between these names and those just decided. 

Mr. 8. McD. MOORE explained; and was fol- | 
lowed by 

Mr. S. JONES, who also explained the pre- 


| sumption against these votes; no such persons j| 


being known in the county. 

After a few remarks from Mr. MARSHALL, 
the question was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 89, nays 116. 

Mr. POPE moved the following amendment to | 


Resolved, That the votes of A. Kavenaugh, Geo. 
Elliott, jr., Moses Bryant, John Shipman, Shelton 


The debate was continued by Messrs. HARDIN, || 


Harris, John Floyd, Jeremiah Anderson, Garrit | 
| Vorris, John D. Stone, M. B. Moseley, William 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the remonstrance of. 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania against the re- 
newal of the patent of John Ames, paper-maker; 
which was laid on the table. f 


NEW BILLS. 3 j 

Mr. POINDEXTER, agreeably to notice, having 
obtained leave, introduced a bill anticipating the 
next session of Congress, The bill provides that 
when Congress. shall this session. adjourn sine 
die, it shall meet on the day of November 
next, instead of the first Monday in December, 
and that all unfinished business shall be taken up 
| as though no adjournment had taken place. The 

bill was read twice, and made the special order of 
‘the day for Monday next. : 

Mr. BLACK, agreeably to notice, having ob- 
tained leave, introduced a bill for the removal of 
the land office from Clinton to Jackson, in. Missis- 
sippi. The bill was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


GENERAL ORDERS. j 

The resolution of Mr. Wriant, providing for - 
the compensation of the Hon. Mr. Porrer, of 
Rhode Island, was taken up and agreed to. r 

The‘bill to grant to the State of Ohio certain 
lands for the support of schools in the Connecticut 
Western Reserve, was considered in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to amend an act for the payment of 
horses and arms lost in the military service of the 
| United States against the Indians, on the frontiers 
of Illinois and the Michigan Territory, passed the 
| 19.h of February, 1833, was, on motion of Mr. 

TIPTON, laid upon the table. 
Mr. TIPTON moved to suspend all the previous 


Robert Figg, John Cornett, and George Catlett, 
be stricken from Mr. Letcher’s poll, it having been 
proved that they were minors at the time of the 
election. 

Resolved, That the votes of Wm. Quinn, John 
McCoy, and William Wright, who voted in Gar- 


ton, and William Welsh, who voted in Jessamine 
county, and Elijah Carlton, who veted in Mercer 


having been proved that they were not citizens of 
Kentucky at the time of the election. 

Resolved, That the vote of Rowland Shields 
ought to be counted for Mr. Moore on the Lincoin 
poll book, it having been wrongfully stricken off 
by the judges of the election. 

Resolved, That the vote of John Brady be taken 
from Mr. Letcher’s poll, and counted on that of 
Mr. Moore, on the ground that he had, in the first 
instance, bona fide, and without mistake, voted for 
Mr. Moore. 

Mr. POPE went into a detailed explanation rel- 


case, showing that each of those in the first item | 
were under twenty-one years at the time of the 


objections stated. A : 
Mr, BURGES said it was not possible for him 


‘argument to-night, and he therefore moved that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 104, nays &9. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, June 5, 1834. 


Mr. McK EAN presented the memorial and doc- 
uments of John Whitehead and others, asking for 
indemnity in consequence of the Island of Key 
West, by orders of Commodore Porter and others, 
having been in part appropriated to public use, 


Wooley, Cornelius Naves, James Moorman, ji 


rard and Lincoln counties; and of Greenbury Pey- i 


county, be stricken from Mr. Letcher’s poll—it | 


orders, and take up the bill granting compensation 
i| to the volunteers and militia who had lost horses, 
wagons, &c., in the late Indian war with Black 
Hawk; which was agreed to. nek 
After some conversation between Mr. TIPTON 
and Mr. POINDEXTER, 
Mr. ROBINSON, in reply to Mr. POINDEXTER, 
said: The reasons for the passage of this bill would 
be perfectly obvious when it was recollected that 
the law of 1816, and all subsequent laws upon the 
same subject, had a limitation prescribing'the time 
within which the claims were required to be pre- 
sented. - He here cited the several limitations, 
During the time prescribed many claimants were. 
prevented, from various causes, from: presenting 
for examination and payment claims clearly allow- 
| able and just. The losses sustained during the 
war with the Indians in 1832, on the frontiers of 
Illinois and Michigan Territories, are almost 
wholly unprovided for. True a law was passed at 
the last session, intending to make provision for 
their payment; but under the construction, as given 
to that law by the Third Auditor, the law was in a 
| very great degree rendered nugatory— a construc- 
tion which he would net, at this time, stop to ex: 
amine, but which was such asto require the actual 
death of the horse to be proven. To make such 
proof, in the major part of the cases, was utterly 
impossible, both from the nature of the service, 
and the character of the losses. The service was 
| chiefly in a frontier country, and part of the time 
as much as two hundred miles beyond the outer 
settlements; without roads, without any bridges, 
causeways, or any other of the ordinary facilities 
for the passage of the innumerable rivers and 
swamps over, or rather through which they had'to 
pass; the former deep, wide, and often swimming; 
the latter, bog and miry, very extensive, and ‘of 
the most difficult and dangerous passage. The 
service.was a very hard one, occasionally making 
forced marches, almost, ifnot wholly, unparalleled; 
| and that, too, without any forage whatever, during 
ia whole three month’s tour of service, not the 
first feed for the horses was furnished by ‘the 
United States. The consequence was, they were 
turned loose to graze, and this too with the appro- 


and part of the property of the petitioners con- 

sumed by the forces of the United States; referred 

to the Committee on Naval Affairs. i 
Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of citizens 


bation of the officers; indeed it could not be other- 
wise, for there was no other possible means of 
subsisting them. It often so happened that the 
rider was dismounted, and separated from his 
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>: horse. :Now, it cannot. but be obvious to évery 


one, that the losses, under these circumstances, 
must have been very many, and without the slight- 
est fault or negligence on the part of any-ane, and 
to make proof of the actual death wholly without 


the range of possibility. Where the loss happened |; 


in battle, it is not even in all cases possible to 
adduce such proof as is required under the rules 
adopted in‘the examination and allowance of these 
claims, Cases are in existence, and such have 
been presented and disallowed, where the owner 
or rider was‘killed in battle, his horse wholly lost 
and never afterwards heatd‘of; but no proof is or 
ean be had of the actual death of the horse. Yet 
the injury isas great, and the justness of the claim 
no less than if such proof was at hand and actually 
made. Under the construction, as given by the 
officer charged with the administration of the law 
. of last.session, not one case in twenty of losses 
will be paid for, judging from the few which have 


been allowed, and the many which. have been re- ji 
Why, sir, in many cases where horses |‘ 


jected. 3 
have been found, since the termination of the cam- 
paign, they have been claimed forthe United States, 
and taken and disposed of as. such,and the owner 
unable, under any law now in force, to get his just 
due. 1 hope the necessity of such a law as the 
one under consideration, with these explanations, 
and the report accompanying the bill, will be so 
apparent to all as to secure its speedy passage. | 
On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was laid 
upon the tavle, and made the special order of the 

day for Friday week. . 

» The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, giving the right of way over property 
belonging to the United States, at Harper’s Ferry, 
to the Winchester and Potomac Railroad Com- 

any, was read twice, and referred, on motion of 

Mr CHAMBERS, to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, ‘ 

__ The resolution to ‘print and circulate, under the 
direction of the Joint Library Committee, the 
diplomatic correspondence between the years 1783 
and 1789, was read twice, and referred, on motion 

` of Mr. ROBBINS, to the Library Committee, 


The bill authorizing the sale of public lots in |! 


the town of St. Marks, by the register of the land 
ofice at Tallahassee, Florida, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion.of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate pro- 
eeeded. to the consideration of the following reso- 
lution, submitted by him some days ago: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
the Senate a statement showing the names of the 
several pensioners who.are now, or may have been 


heretofore, placed on the pension roll, designating | 


their rank, annual allowance, the sums which they 
have severally received, the laws under which 
their pensions have been granted, the date when 
placed upon the roll, their ages, and the States and 
counties in which they severally reside. Also, the 
names of the pension agents who have received 
compensation, as such, and the amount of such 
compensation, and the act under which it was 
allowed, the names of the clerks who are and have 
been employed in the Pension Office, and the sums 
paid them as compensation, with an aggregate 
statement of the whole sum disbursed on account 
of pensions. 


Mr. FORSYTH remarked that he had made | 


some inquiry. at the War Department, on the sub- 
ject of this resolution, and was informed that it 
could not be answered during the present session. 
By the next session it could be done, by an expen- 
diture of some $1,000 or$1,500. Bya calculation 


of the number of pensioners on the roll, it would |! 


be seen that it could not be answered at the pres- 
ent session. And he thought that the purpose of 
the honorable gentleman in desiring the informa- 
tion, was in effect accomplished, inasmuch as no 
person could be placed on the pension list under 
the late law, but by going into the county where 
he resided, and first announcing his. claim there. 
The necessary expense of the printing would be 
teo great for the advantages which were expected 
to be derived from it. He thought it could not be 
lesa than six or seven thousand dollars. He would 
have no objection to this, if it would result in any- 
thing good; and to avoid this expense in the first 
instance, he suggested the reference of the resolu- 
tion to a committee to inquire into the subject. 
Mr. PRESTON said, he knew. no better mode 


| of ascertaining what he wished to-arrive at, and he 
: thought the expense over-estimated. He thought 
| the whole expense would not cost over $4,000 for 
| printing 10,000 copies. He therefore adhered toe 
| his original proposition. 

| _ Aftersome furtherconversation between Messrs. 
: BELL, EWING, FORSYTH, and PRESTON, 

Mr. FORSYTH moved to refer the subject to 
the Judiciary Committee; which was negatived, on 
' a division, 17 to 18. 

And the resolution was then agreed to. 
SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill establishing the northern boundary line 

| of the State of Ohio was taken up. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved that the bill be laid 
upon the table, and made the special order of the 
: day for Thursday next. This motion having been 
i withdrawn— 

Mr. CLAYTON, who reported the bill, rose in 
: explanation of its details. 
Mr. EWING spoke at length in favor of the bill. 
Mr. TIPTON followed in opposition, and con- 
` cluded his remarks by moving its indefinite post- 
| ponement. 
Mr. LEIGH argued at considerable length 
| against the postponement, and in favor of the bill, 
‘ contending that it was a question of political ex- 
' pediency, that this matter should be settled in 
| favor of the State of Ohio. , 
Some further conversation occurred between 


i 
i 
$ 
| 


: when the question was taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided as follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs.' Benton, Black, Brown, Grun- 
dy, Hill, King of Alabama, McKean, Swift, Tip- 
ton—9. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, 
| Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
| Kane, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Mor- 
i ris, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Rob- 
| bins, Robinson Shepley Smith, Southard Sprague, 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster, White—30. 

ee ane Senate refused to indefinitely postpone 
the bill. 

Mr. TIPTON then offered an amendment, 
; changing the boundary line between Ohio and 
| Michigan; which was negatived. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. ; 

Mr. BIBB, from the Select Committee to whom 
was referred the resolutions relative to altering the 
| Constitution in the manner of choosing the Presi- 
dent and Vice President, made a report, being a 
| substitute for the resolutions; which was ordered 
| to be printed. 

The following bills were considered in Commit- 
i tee of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and 
; ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the late privateer Roger, Roger Quarles, master; 

A bill for the relief of John Percival, master 
commandant in the United States Navy; 

A bill further to extend the term of certain: pen- 
i sions chargeable on the privateer pension fund; and 
A bill supplementary to the act authorizing the 
, Territory of Florida to open canals between Chi- 
i polariver and St. Andrew’s bay, and from Matan- 
i zas to Halifax river, ın said Territory, approved 
: March 2d, 1832. - 

Mr. TIPTON moved to take up the bill, to en- 
_able the pegple of the eastern division of the Terri- 
| tory of Michigan to form a constitution and State 


Into the Union on an equal footing with the origi- 
i nal States, and for other purposes, 

i Mr. T. subsequently withdrew the motion, and 
i moved that the Senate adjourn. Lost: 17 to 17— 
‘the Chair (Mr. Kine, of Alabama) voting in the | 
| negative. 

The bill to amend the several laws 
the Post Office Department, was, 
| Mr. GRUNDY, laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. SIIEPLEY 
The Senate adjourned. 


respecting 
on motion of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 5, 1834. 


Mr. E. EVERETT, asked the consent of the | 
; House to read the third time the joint resolution 


| providing for distributing the Diplomatic Corre- 


Messrs. TIPTON, LEIGH, and CLAYTON, || 


: government, and for the admission of such State |) 
i| On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill to establish 


The resolution was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill for regulating the 
i rates of toll for crossing the Eastern Branch bridge; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committée on Public 
i Lands, reported a bill granting to Henry M. 
Shreve the right of preémption to eighteen sectiong 
of land lying on Red river, in the State of Louisi- 
ana; read twice and committed. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting a quantity of pub- 
lic land in the State of Hlinois, to assistin the con- 
struction of a road from a pointon Wabash river, 
oppositeto Vincennes, to Chicago; which was read 
twite and committed. 

Mr. McK ENNAN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Bailey E. 
Clarke; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. J. HALL, from the Committee on the Ex- 
| penditures of the Navy Department, made a re- 
port. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LEAVITT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting the right of pre- 
emption of certain lots of public lands in the town 
of Perrysburg, in the State of Ohio; which was 

read twice and committed. 
| Mr.J.ADAMS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for increasing the pension 
of Origen Eaton. Read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, the 
| House, by consent, took up the bill authorizing 
i the President to direct the sale of certain public 
lots in the town of St. Marks; which was read a 
third time and passed. 

; On motion of Mr. McKIM, the House took up 
i the joint resolution granting the right of way to 
i the Winchester and Potomac Railroad Company 
at Harper’s Ferry, Read a third time and passed. 
| ‘The House then proceeded to the special order, 
| being the. 


BILLS CONCERNING THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved the House go into 
| committee upon the bills embraced in the special | 
| order; which was agreed to, Mr. Wayxe in the 
chair. 4 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill re- 
| Pealing certain acts of the Legislative Council of 
Florida, was taken up. : ‘ 

The billand report having been read— 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved an amend- 
ment providing for the election of two additional 
members of council; which was agreed to. 

After an inquiry by Mr. FILLMORE, and a 
reply from Mr. WHITE, on-motion of the latter 
i gentleman, the 3d section of the bill providing 
that the amount of the taxes illegally assessed, be 
| refunded from the Treasury of the United States, 
| was stricken-out. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

The bill increasing the salaries of judges of the 
United States for the. Territories of Michigan, 
| Arkansas, and Florida, was then read. 
| Mr. WHITE moved an amendment limiting 
| the increased allowance to those judges of Florida 
i who do not receive extra allowance for deciding 


| land claims under the treaty with Spain. 


| Mr. McKAY moved to include Arkansas in the 
; amendment; which was agreed to. 

| The amendment was then adopted, and the bill 
laid aside. 

an additional land office in 
up and read. 

After an amendment relative to the boundaries 
| of the district, moved by Mr. SEVIER, was 
adopted, and some explanation by Messrs, Mc- 
ZaD, CLAY, and MASON, thè bill was laid 
aside. 

_ On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill for the re- 
lief of certain inhabitants of East Florida, was 
taken up and read. 

Mr. McKAY inquired what was the amount of 
the claims provided for by this bill? ` 

Mr. WHITE said they would not exceed 


Arkansas, was taken 


‘|| $40,000. 


Mr. WILLIAMS called for the reading of the 
report of the committee, relative to these claima. 


‘spondence from 1783 to 1789; which was agreed to, 


_ Mr. WHITE said he could explain theseclaims 
i in less time than the reading of the report would 
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require. Mr. W. went into a statement of the 
occupation of East Florida by the United States 
in 1811, and the nature of the claims arising out 
of this occupation. 

After a few remarks between Messrs. McK AY 
and WHITE, the bill was laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill providing for 
the creation of certain land districts, &c., was 
taken up and read. A 

Several verbal amendments were adopted on 
motion of Mr. LYON. 

Mr. CLAY moved an additional section, author- 
izing registers and receivers at land offices to 
administer oaths relative to the business of their 
offices, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill from €he 
Senate authorizing the President to cause certain 
roads to be opened in the Territory of Arkansas, 
was taken up and read. 

After some explanations between Messrs. Mc- 
KAY and SEVIER, the bill was laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill authorizing 
a road to be cut out from the northern boundary 
of Florida to the town of Appalachicola, was 

taken up and read. ` 
~ Mr. WHITE moved an amendment, providing 

for the survey of a road from Tallahassee to Cape 

Florida; and a survey of the harbor of Appalachi- 

cola. 

After an explanation from Mr. WHITE, the 
bill was laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill to matk 
and open a road from Columbia to Little Rock, in 
Arkansas, was read and laid aside. 

On motion. of Mr. LYON, the bill from the Sen- 
ate, providing for the construction of certain ter- 
ritorial roads in the Territory of Michigan, was 
read and laid aside. 

A bill supplementary to the act authorizing the 
President to run and mark the dividing line be- 
tween the Territory of Florida and Georgia, was 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. FOSTER moved an amendment, directing 
that the boundary line between Georgia and Flor- 
ida be run according to the treaty of 1783, which 
he supported in a speech of some length. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, opposed the motion, 
and it.was supported by Mr. GILMER; when, 
the question being taken, the motion was lost. 

The bill for running and marking the boundary 
-line in the State of Missouri, was taken up, and 
amended, on motion of Mr. BULL, so as to direct 
the line to be run up the Missouri river till it 
reaches a parallel with the rapids of Des Moines 


river, 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved a reconsideration of 


the vote by which the amendment was adopted, || 


but withdrew it after a discussion, in which 
Messrs. BULL, WILLIAMS, GAMBLE, H. 
EVERETT, and ASHLEY, took part. A further 
amendment was offered by Mr. BULL, which 
was rejected. . : ; 

The bill for the. relief of certain persons em- 
ployed as spies by General Clark, was considered, 

Also, a bill for the relief of Peter Alba and his 
legal assigns. 

‘Also, a bill for the survey of certain rivers and 
roads, and for the improvement of a harbor in the 
Territory of Michigan. 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty with the Choctaw Indians, was 
taken up for consideration. 

After some discussion by Messrs. DUNCAN, 
CLAY, HUNTINGTON, McKAY, FILL- 
MORE, H. EVERETT, MASON, WARD- 
WELL, and SEVIER, on the general policy of 
the bill— . 

An amendment was,on motion of Mr. H. EV- 
ERETT, adopted, restricting the application of 
the act to such persons as abandoned their im- 
provements before the first day of June, 1828. 

The bill to authorize the Legislative Council of 
Michigan to hold an extra session was taken up, 
and after some explanations from Mr. LYON, of 
Michigan, was directed to be reported to the 
House. 


The bill to authorize the President of the United : 


States to cause the lead mines in the State of 
Illinois and the Territory of Michigan to be sold, 
and for other purposes, was taken up for consider- 
ation. ; 


Mr. PARKER and Mr. WILLIAMS opposed 
| the consideration of the bill at this time, and Mr. 
DUNCAN expressed the hope that the committee 
:would proceed with the consideration. 

“After some conversation upon the question, 
vet it was in order to consider the bill this 

ay, : 

Messrs. ASHLEY, DUNCAN, GAMBLE, 
and R. M. JOHNSON, briefly advocated the bill, 
and Messrs. REED, WARDWELL, FILL- 
MORE, and PARKER, opposed it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to amend the bill so 
as to provide that six months’ notice should be 
given of the sale; which was agreed to. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
|J. Q. ADAMS, DUNCAN, VINTON, CLAY, 

and LYON of Michigan, when the bill was 
amended, on motion of Mr. VINTON, and di- 
rected to be reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the committee rose, 
; and reported the above bills to the House. 

Mr. LYON moved that the House go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of considering certain bills relative 


| committee; which motion, after some conversa- 
tion, he withdrew. 

The several bills carried through the committee 
were ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time to-morrow, excepting — 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of 
Arkansas who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty with the Choctaw Indians— 
that authorizing the President to run and mark the 
line dividing the Territories of the United States 


sale of thelead mines, and the bill authorizing the 
President to ran and mark the dividing line be- 


postponed until to-morrow. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, June 6, 1834, 


The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 


for the support of schools in the Connecticut 
| Western Reserve; 

A bill farther to extend the term of certain pen- 
sions chargeable on the privateer pension fund; 


commandant in the United States Navy; and 

A bill fixing and establishing the northern boun- 
| dary line of the State of Ohio. 

The following bills were considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and 
| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Stone; and 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Bellamy. 

The following bills, upon being announced in 
their turn upon the Calendar, were laid upon the 
table: 


of Wisconsin; 

[On the motion by Mr. POINDEXTER to lay 
this bill on the table, 

Mr. TIPTON said: The country called Michi- 
gan proper, the peninsula between lakes Erie and 
Michigan, was that intended for the State of Mich- 
igan. That portion of country intended to form 
the Wisconsin Territory, was all the country that 
was now included in the Michigan Territory lying 
west of Lake Michigan, and east of the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri rivers, a territory which would 
be sufficient very soon to form two large States, as 
it extended up the Missouri to White Earth river, 
in Wisconsin. Mr. T. said there must be at this 
time at least ten thousand inhabitants in that Ter- 
ritory. About three thousand of these people were 
settled west of the Missouri river, and north of the 
State of Missouri, who claimed the protection of 


hood of Dubuque’s mine, 
from the Sac and Fox Indians. Mr. T. asked for 
the reading of their petition, and after that he 
wonld have no objection to lay the bill on the 
i| table until the Senate could act on the bill for the 
admission of Michigan into the Union.] 
The bill supplementary to the act authorizing 
i the Territory of Florida to open canals between 


to the Territories, which had been referred to that | 


and the State of Missouri—the bill authorizing the |; 


tween Georgia and Florida; all of which were- 


A bill granting'to the State of Ohio certain lands | 


A bill for the relief of John Percival, master ; 


The bill establishing the territorial government 


our laws. They were settling in the neighbor- | 
on the lands purchased | 


Chipola river and St. Andrew’s bay, and from 
Matanzas to Halifax river, in said Territory, ap- 
proved March 2, 1832; ‘ : : 
The kill for the relief of the ownersand crew of 
the late privateer Roger, Roger Quarles, master; 


and ` 

” The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; and 
theheirsand legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom: © 

{The discussion upon the merits of’ the last bill 
i; gave rise to a conversation of a personal character 
between Mr. POINDEXTER and Mr. LINN, 
when, in order that the Senate might ‘be in pos- 
session of the entire facts connected with the case, 
on motion of Mr. CLAY, the documents accom- 
panying the bill were ordered to be printed.] 

The bill granting pensions to certain persons 
| therein named, was, on motion of Mr. TOMLIN- 
| SON, made the special order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, all the previous 
orders were postponed, and the Senate took up 
the bill to increase and regulate the pay of the 
surgeons and assistant surgeons of the army; 
which was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of the owners and crew. 
of the privateer Rogen, previously laid upon the 
table, was, on motion of Mr. BIBB, again taken 
up, considered, and rejected. oars 

Mr. TIPTON moved to take up the bill for the 
i repair of the Mars’ Hill military road, in the State 
| of Maine; but, before the question was taken, on 
motion of Mr. MOORE, f 
The Senate adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Frinay, June 6, 1834, 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways-and 
Means, reported a bill making additional appro- 
priations for the armory at Harper’s Ferry, for the 
year 1834. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. POLK, from the same committee, reported 
a bill from the Senate, entitled ‘ An act supple- ` 
mentary to an act entitled ‘An act to alter and 
amend the several acts imposing duties on im- 
ports,” approved Jdly 14, 1832; which was 
|i committed, and made the order of the day for to- 

morrow ; 

Mr. LEAVITT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jacob Le- 
fevre. Read twice and committed. : j 

Mr. JARVIS moved that the Committee of the 

| Whole on the state of the Union be: discharged’ 
from the consideration-of the *‘ bill making appro» 
priations for the public buildings and grounds, and 
for other purposes, and- that the same be'referred: 
to the Committee of the Whole House; which wag 
| agreed to. ; “ee 

The bill from the Senate, to aid in the construc- 
tion of certain roads in the Territory of Michigan, 
was taken up; the question being on its third 


reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made some objection to the 
bill, and called forthe yeas and nays on its engross- , 
ment; which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER briefly supported the-bill. 

Mr. McKINLEY imagined, he said, that it 
would be difficult for any member of the Houseto 
tell why those roads were making in various places. 
After considerable examination of the subject, he 
could not tell. No committee had made a report 
on the subject of the roads; and we had no infor- 
mation respecting them from the Board of Engi- 
neers. His own State derived no benefit from. the 
: appropriations. No roads were madeby the United 
States in Alabama; nor in. many other States; 

i but here several hundred thousand dollars were to 

| be given for making roads in Territories. We al- 
| lowed 3 per cent. from the sale of public lands for 
i| roads within the new States and Territories; and 2 
i! per cent. for making roads to these States and Ter- 
ritories; but it would be found that the appropria- 
tions vastly exceeded the amount of those funds. 
| He thought the whole system was unjust and par- 
|i tial in its operation. . Gentlemen who were the 
i other day talking about economy, and of reducing 
| the salaries of clerks, had an opportunity now to 
ii carry out their system without any difficulty. 

| Mr. MERCER said it was not in the power of 
ii the Territories to make-these roads, and.1f it was, 
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it would be extremely unjust to require them to: 
doit; The United States, being the proprietor of 
the lands, was bound to make the roads.. If the 
gentleman would. point out any particular road 
which was unnecessary, he would consent to strike 
it out. He vindicated the system fram the objec- 
tion made by the gentleman from Alabama, that it 
was. unequal and unjust. The gentleman was 
mistaken in supposing that Alabama had not-re- 


ceived her due share of aid from the Government. | 


The largest appropriation ever made to any Ter- 


ritory, was made to Alabama when a Territory. | 


Mr. M. also went into a defence, generally, of the 
system. 

` Mr. WHITE, of Florida, stated some facts, 
showing that the public Treasury had received 
four times as much from the sale of lands, in con- 
sequence of these improvements, than it would 
otherwise have received. The Government was 
the landholder in the Territories, and it was the 
interest.of the Government to open an avenue to 

migration. 

x, CHINN called for the special order of the 
day, being the business relating to the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. POLK submitted a motion to suspend the 
rule, in order to take up the unfinished appropria- 
tion bills. R P 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY suggested that, in the 
course of the day and to-morrow, there was time 
to act on the District business, and the appropria- 
tion bills also. f 

The question being taken, the motion to sus- 
pend the rules was lost. ; 

Mr. CHINN moved that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on the bills reported from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MERCER expressed a hope that the gen- 
tleman would include the Potomac bridge bill, 

Mr. JARVIS hoped, he said, that the bills re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Buildings 
would be included. 

Mr. CHINN objected to taking up any other 
business than that which was embraced in the 

` resolution setting apart this day and to-morrow 
for District business. If the District business was 
not aitended to soon, it would not. be acted upon 
at-all. * 

The motion of Mr. CHINN was agreed to, and 
the Hlouse went into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Brigas in the chair.) 

The bill for the improvement of the Pennsylva- 
nia avenue was considered. 

Mr. PARKER objected to the item appropria- 
ting. two hundred dollars for removing mud and 
dust from the surface of the Pennsylvania avenue. 
Congress, he said, had made the road as good a 
one as any in the United States, and it was the 
duty of the Corporation to keep it clean. 

Mr. CHINN moved to reduce the sum to $143 

y 


13. ` : . 

Mr. STODDERT said, the road was not made 
for the benefit of the city, but for the accommoda- 
tion of the Government, and of the people of the 
United States having business with the Govern- 
ment. If it was proper to make a road for such a 
purpose, it was proper to keep it in order. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, was unwil- 


ling, he said, to make a provision which would | 


form a precedent, but he had no objection to pay 
the expense which had already been incurred. He 
would not vote for any item in the bill which would 
go-to establish the principle that the Government 
should make an annual appropriation for the im- 
proverment and cleansing of the streets in this city. 

Mr. WARDWELL proposed to amend the 
item, so as to make it read ‘‘ for expenses already 
incurred in removing mud and dust,” &c., which 
Mr. Cuinn accepted as a modification of his 
amendment; and the amendment offered by Mr. 
Carwyn was agreed to as modified. 


Mr. PARKER objected to the item as amend- | 


ed, and moved to strike it out. 
Mr, FILLMORE supported the amendment. 
After some words from Mr. McKINLEY, Mr. 
EWING, and Mr. WATMOUGH, the motion 
- to strike out was negatived. 


Mr. PARKER moved to amend the item, by, | 


aitering it so as to show that the expense was in- 
curred by the direction of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, which was negatived. 

My, HARDIN objected to the item appropria- 


ting four hundred dollars for the repair of Penn- 
sylvania avenue. ` 

Mr. CHINN made some explanations. 

Mr. HARDIN said he had examined and meas- 
ured the Pennsylvania avenue, and had ascer- ! 
tained that the work done upon it ought to have 
cost, and might have been done for, thirty thou- 
sand dollars; but it had actually cost one hundred 
and thirty thousand dollars. [t would now cost 
about fourteen thousand dollars, according to his 
estimate, to make a ood road of it. All that was 
necessary to do this was to put a coat of four feet 
of limestone rock upon it. Unless this was done 
every particle of the road would be blown away 
by next November. But he should make no 
motion respecting It. 

Mr. McKINLEY moved to strike out the ap- 


the avenue; which was negatived. 
Mr. McKINLEY objected to the item appro- 


the Tiber; and moved to reduce it one half. 


withdraw the motion. 
that three thousand dollars was not demanded for 


$130,000, though in fact it was not worth three 
hundred dollars. If we could get off with twelve 
hundred dollars, without having any arrearages to 
| pay, we should do well. 

After some words from Messrs. MERCER and 
CHINN, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, when it appeared that 43 voted in the afirm- 
ative, and 58 in the negative. (No quorum.) 

Mr. McKINLEY withdrew his motion to 
amend. 

Mr. McKAY commented upon the item in the 


provement of Pennsylvania avenue, and insisted 
that this appropriation ought not to be made unless 
| the committee had fully investigated the expendi- 
| tures which had been made for that object, and 
stated that he should move to strike out this item 
when the bill came into the House, unless a satis- 
factory explanation should be made. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

The bill to organize the several fire companies 
in the District of Columbia, was then taken up and 


read. 

Mr. CHINN moved an amendment to the first 
section providing that a company possessing an 
apparatus costing not more than $500 should not 
; exempt more than fifty men from military duty, 

and that one possessing apparatus costing $1,000 
might exempt seventy-five men. : 

Mr. C. also moved to amend the second section 
| of the bill so as to provide that an inspector be 
appointed by the corporate authorities of each 
city, whose duty it shall be to inspect and report 
the state of the apparatus, &c. 

Mr. C. also moved some verbal amendments; 
which were agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

The bill to incorporate the Washington National 
Monument Society was then read. 

Mr. MANN moved an additional secti 


on, giving 


act, when, in their judgment, the public interests 
may require it. 

Mr. SELDEN opposed this amendment; which 
was advocated by Mr. MANN; when the ques- 
tion was taken, and the amendment carried. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to strike out the 
eighth section, which provides for appointing col- 
lectors in the several States, which were divided 
into four districts. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WARD- 
WELL, McKENNAN, PARKER, BURGES, 
and CHiINN— 

Mr. HARDIN made some observations upon 
the object of the bill, which he considered to be 
simply to divide the United States into four great 
| begging districts, and to furnish profitable employ- 
ment for four persons as collectors. He moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 

Some remarks were made by Messrs. FILL- 
MORE, ADAMS, D. J. PEARCE, MANN, 
CHINN, MERCER, McD. MOORE, STEW- 


that this bill had not been committed, and, of | 
j course, had not been properly taken up. 
i -The bill to extend the charter of the Fire Insur- 


priating twelve hundred dollars for the arch over | 


Mr. WARDWELL hoped the gentleman would ! 
He was surprised himself | 
|i knew of no principle of justice, equity, or policy, 
the work, considering that. the avenue had cost | 


bill appropriating $3,720 for arrearages for the im- || 


ART, and CHILTON, when it was discovered || 


propriation of four hundred dollars for repairing |, 


i 
t 


| to Congress power to alter, amend, or repeal, the || 


| lature had over a State. 


| or improvidence, have contracted. 
| the payment of the interest, we should soon be 


ance Company of Alexandria was then. taken 
up, and, after an amendment proposed by Mr. 
CHINN, was laid aside. 

The foitowing bill, for the benefit of the city of 
Washington, was then taken up: 

A BILL for the benefit of the city of Washing- 
ton. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Uniied States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary .of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay out of any 
unappropriated money in the Treasury,a sum not 
exceeding sixty thousand dollars annually, in 
quarterly instalments, for the period of three years 


| from the passage of this act, to the mayor of the 


cify of Washington, to be applied under the direc- 


| tion and authority, of the Boards of Aldermen and 


Common Council, to extinguish se much of the 
interest annually accruing on their public debt. 
Mr. STODDERT called for the reading of the 
report relative to this bill; which was done. 
Mr. MANN was opposed (he said) to the pas- | 
sage of this bill, and was under the necessity of 
moving to strike out the enacting clause. He 


whereby the nation ought to be required to pay’ 
the debt which thiscorporation, in their providence 
1f we assumed 


compelled to pay the principal also.. The report, 
which he characterized as an able one, had not 
convinced him that the Government, although it 
was located here, was bound to relieve this bank- 
rupt corporation from its difficulties. We were 
not to be called upon, in our representative capa- 
city,to dispense charities, but to transact the pub- 
lic business. 

Mr. STODDERT, in reply, contended that the 
Congress, having exclusive jurisdiction within the 
limits of the District, exercised over it the same 
authority and, guardianship which a State -Legis- 
The commitiee did not 
intend this bill as an entering wedge, and they 
had expressly stated in their report, and provided 
in the bill, that the appropriation should be con- 
tinued only three years. The measures which 
had produced the embarrassments of the corpora- 
tion ought to be characterized as improvident ‘or 
extravagant. They were such as were approved 
by the most prudent and enlightened men. But 
the question was, whether it was our duty to pro~ 
vide for the works of the District. He held in his 
hand the deeds of cession, from which it appeared 
that the land was given to the Governmentin trust 
to be used for the benefit of the city, and not to be 
applied to publicand national ones. The Govern- 
ment now held in the cityland to the value of one 
million of dollars, and had received from the sales 
of lad over seven hundred thousand dollars. We 
had appropriated for the city $732,000, of which 
$476,000 were for public and Federal uses, viz: for 
the penitentiary $106,000, for the canal $150,000, 


and for the avenue $140,000. The appropriation 


now proposed ($186,000) would, if made, still 


i leavea large sum in the public Treasury, which we 


had no right to use fer any other purpose than for 
the improvement of the city. There could be no 
possible doubt as to our-power or duty in this. 
matter, and we had no alternative but to permit 
the city to sink beneath its embarrassments or to 
relieve it. z 

Mr. HARDIN took a different view, he said, 
of the provisions of the deed of cession from that 
presented by the gentleman from Maryland. The 
proprietors gave one half of the land with a view 
to enhance the value of the rest, and Government 
was to pay twenty pounds an acre for such part 
of the lands as they purchased. The lands were 
not given in trust for the people of the District, 
but for the people of the United States. In no 
city of the United States was so much public 
mony expended as in this. Taking one year 
with another, the Government expended here 


i from fifteen hundred thousand to two millions a 


year. We were asked if we would suffer a city 
having the name of Washington to go down. 
There was nota State in the Union which had 
not a town or county called Washington. At all 
events, the name of Washington would not be 
lost, whether this city should rise or fall. He 
admitted that the report was ably and eloquently 
drawn; but it could not persuade him that this 
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city was “an enterprising city.” It was an abuse 
of words to call this an enterprising city, where | 
nobody Jabored more than four hours a day. The | 
people of the city had no reason to complain of 
any wantof liberality to it en the part of Con- | 
gress. We had given one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars for a canal, the only earthly purpose 
of which was to bring wood to their doors; we | 
swept their streets for them; and even went to the 
expense of building frames to protect their shade 
trees. We had given a hundred thousand doliars 
for a trough across the Potomac; and we had a 
bill before us for another hundred thousand for | 
the same purpose. We had given a million for 
the ditch, and had a bill now to give a million 
more. ft was time, he thought, to stop. 
Mr. MERCER had never, he said, known any 
subject to be discussed, here relating to the city of | 
Washington, without an attempt on the part of | 
some members to build upa popularity elsewhere, | 
by abusing and making ‘a sport of the unfortunate 
citizens of the District. Mr. Mercer went on to 
argue, that every capital in Europe had been built 
up at the expense of the Government. The policy 
which was proposed in regard to the District was, 
- therefore, neither new nor extraordinary. The 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, for which the city 
had contracted a heavy debt, was a work which 
was every way entitled to the aid of the Govern- 
ment. He would refer the gentleman from New 
York to the example of his own State. The 
Delaware and Hudson Canal stock was, at one 
time, worth little or nothing. The company ap- 
plied to the State for relief. The State loaned to 
the company its credit; the canal was completed; 
and now its stock is greatly above par. Mr. M. 
went into many statements to prove ‘that the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, when completed, 


| 


reference to the perpetuity of the Union, it was 
more important than any other work in the Union, 


After some further debate, in which the bill was |: 


opposed by Messrs. HARDIN and MANN, and 
supported by Messrs. CHINN, WARDWELL, 
and STEW ART— 

Mr. VINTON moved the committee rise; which 
was carried: Ayes 62, noes 60. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the bills 
passed through the committee, were reported to 
the House, and progress on the last bill, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 29, 1834. 


Debate on the resolution submitted by Mr. Preston, | 
calling for information from the Secretary of War ; 
relative to the Pensioners of the United States. 


Mr. PRESTON said it was of importance to 
ascertain with precision the number of claims ; 
which would probably be made upon the Govern- | 
ment. His object was to follow up the resolution 
when the information should be obtained upon it, 


by ordering the publication of the names in the |; 1 ro CO 
|| tions. The disproporuon in the emigration from 


various counties of the United States, where the 
applicants for pensions, or the pensioners reside, 
and thus, by publishing them, prevent frauds upon 
the Government. In his judgment, there was 
some radical mistake, mismanagement, or fraud, 
in the pension system, which called on Congress to 
look minutely into it, He came to this conclusion 
from the fact that there were thirty-six thousand 
_ pensioners of the Revolution on the pension roli. 
And go far from decreasing, since the adoption of 
the present gigantic system, it. had annually in- 
creased, and was increasing, equal to the calcula- 
tion made at the time of its decrease. There was 
an actual increase of 25 per cent., from which it 
would seem that these revolutionary heroes in- 
crease in numbers. When the system was adopt- 
ed, an elaborate report was made as to the proba- 
ble and possible number which would be put on 
the roll from it. The estimate was made on the |; 
maximum of numbers which would apply. The 
calculation then was, that it could not add more | 
than ten thousand to the pension roll. [Mr. P. 
here read extracts from the report of the commit- 
tee which reported the act of July, 1832.] The 
aggregate amount of revolutionary soldiers were | 
supposed to have been 328,000, and at the time of ii 


the report, that ten thousand might, by possibility, 
have been alive. 


eighteen months, the applications bad amounted to | 
| twenty-four thousand six hundred, of which the 


Secretary of War reported that about one thou- 
_ sand would probably be rejected. Up to this time, 
then, the calculation had been more than trebled, 
and thirty-six thousand were now on the roll. 
Mr. P. said, it struck him as incredible, that at 
this time there should be so vast a number, alive. 
it was well known that our pension system was 
more extensive than it was in any other country; 


} 
i 
| 
i 
I 


to collect claims, and bring them before Congress; 
many were pushed too far, and sustained through- 
out by fraudulent testimony. Mr. P. related a 
striking instance of this to sustain a clim for a 
pension by a person who served on board the 
frigate South Carolina during the Revolution. The 
present result on the pension books he considered 
impossible, and therefore it demanded scrutiny. 
Mr. P. then proceeded, at length, to show, 
from various statistical statements and tables of 
longevity, that so great a number of pensioners 
i could not now be alive. Te took the estimated 
population of the United States at the Revolution, 


! assuming the average age at thirty, he came to the 
conclusion, upon the ordinary tables of longevity, 
that there could not be one-third tne number of old 


be living. Mr. P. argued, also, that fraud must 
exist, from the fact that a large proportion of the 
pensioners, now on the roll, were in States which 
produced no soldiers in the war of the Revolution, 
while those States which furnished the fighting 
men had comparatively few pensioners. Mr. P. 


l ) || believed no one was aware of theimmense expend- 
would be more productive than any similar work |) 
in the United States or in Europe, and that *h |; 


iture which was annually made to pensioners, and 


more. He thought it would be five or ten mil- 
lions. « 
Mr. WEBSTER said he presumed no member 


‘ had any objection to the resolution of inquiry. If 


ia the administration of the pension laws, which 
was of so much importance as to make an inquiry 
necessary, why, this course was the correct one 
on which to commence reform. But while he con- 
| curred with the honorable gentleman in this, he 

would repeat a suggestion he made the other day, 
| that the state of facts from which the gentleman 
| reasoned, did not conduct him to the disproportions 
| to which he arrived. He had shown a great 
apparent disproportion between the population of 
different States and the pensioners in each State, 


way. ButMr. W. would submit to the honorable 
‘member, how frauds should exist in a greater pro- 
portion in one part of thecountry than in another; 
at least to so enormous an extent? It could not 
be. We must, therefore, look to other causes for 
: an explanation of the difficulty. And it might be 
explained by reference to one or two considera- 
| different States, and the change in the population. 
| easily explained than the disproportion of pension- 
ers in New York and Massachusetts. 
| New York in the Revolution? [t certainly was 
| not to be compared to Massachusetts at that period. 
| What made the population of New York? Half 
| a million of its population went to that State after 
the war. The fighting men rushed to New York 
after the peace, and the same thing took place after 


' the Canadian war, as at the peace of 783. 


Mr, FRELLNGHU YSEN said that the rules of 
„longevity of the honorable genteman from South 
Carolina were not correct or applicable; that the 


i latitude given by. the act of 1832, to those who had 
: served but six months, must multiply the number 


of pensioners; he thought a child of seven years 
old, at the commencement of the war, might have 


served his six months before the peace, and not be |; 
: a very aged man now. l 
: most jealous scrutiny into the matter would dis- 
i close any material frauds. He was astonished, fi ol 
| after the passage of the act of 1832, on his return | 
‘home, to see so many old worthies applying to 


He did not believe the 


the court for pensions. 


But instead of ten thousand, in | 


agents were appointed in every partof the country | 


calculated the proportion of fighting men, and | 


soldiers now in existence that were represented to | 


and from the longevity of the South, hecameto the | 
conclusion that the proportion should be the other | 


' No fact in the whole range of statistics was more | 


What was | 


{ 


i 


|i that we could not calculate the amount to which it |! 
‘| would extend, if it went on two or three years 


fraud had been practised, or mistake had occurred, ; 


i 
| 
i 
i 
i 


Mr. WRIGHT said it was not his object to offer 
any opposition to the resolution. On the contrary; 
he hoped it would pass. He thought the-state- 
| ments which had been made upon the-presentand 

a former occasion, when this. subject was before 
the Senate, and the suspicions of frauds. which: 
were shown to be entertained, had satisfied every. 
member of the body that some inquiry should be 
made, which would correct the public minds detect 
frauds, if frauds exist, and. allay suspicion as tò 
honest applicants. He said he would go with the 
| honorable Senator to any. extent to detect and 
| punish any frauds which might be found to exist, 
and he would much rather engage in such an in- 
| quiry in his own State than in any other, because 
his motives would not then be suspected, nor. could 
he be accused of designing to cast unjust imputa- 
| tions anywhere. He also owed it to himself: to 
i remark, that upon a former occasion, when this 
subject was under consideration, he should have 
made the observations which it was now his pur- 
pose to make, had it not been for the fact that an 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Wessrer,} made explanations, in answer to the 
Senator from South Carolina, which were per- 
fectly satisfactory to him, and he had no disposi- 
tion to protract the debate, or to consume the time 
; of the Senate. : 

The argument of the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] was based.upori : 
premises which he (Mr. W.) considered unsound, > 
and calculated to lead to error. These premises 
were comparisons of the present number of pen-- 
| sioners from each State upon the pension.rolls, 
; made under the several pension laws, with the 
number of troops furnished by each State during 
the revolutionary war. These comparisons, as 
| made by the honorable Senator, had no reference 
to the present population of the States, and here he 
(Mr. W. said) considered was the radical error. 
| New York had been made, by the honorable 
Senator, very prominent in the comparisons he 
| had presented, formed upon the basis just men- 
| tioned, and which he (Mr. W.) believed he could 
satisfy the Senator himself, and the Senate, was 
unsound. New York, at the time of the Revolu- 
tion, when compared with some other States, was 
small in population; and her quota of troops. was 
small in proportion to her population. The inhab- 
ited portions of New York, at that early period, 
were a narrow tract of country along the Hudson 
river, small settlements upon the borders of Lake 
Champlain and Lake George, and a limited. por- 
tion of the lands upon each side of the Mohawk 
river, extending westwardly from Albany some 
i handred miles, moreor less. These were the por- 
tions of the State then embracing nearly ‘all of the 
white population, i 

Mr. W. said he spoke from ‘recollection, and 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


l 


froma very bad recollection as to statistical facts; 
! but he believed that, at the commencement of the 
revolutionary war, the population of New York 
and South Carolina were not greatly variant, and 
that the troops, both regulars and militia, furnished 
by these States, were not widely different. Tow 
was it now? He would assume the population of 
New York to be2.9090,000, and for all the purposes 
of the pension law of 1832, the number must be 
below the fact; and he believed the population of 
South Carolina, of all descriptions, to be now 
about 560,600. Is it then fair to compare the 
number of pensioners upon the various pension 
rolls, residing within these two States, to determine 
the fairness of the pension applications, or the 
absence of fraud in the grants of pensions made to 
the citizens of each State? Mr W. said he could 
not so consider the argument. The population of 
New York had increased since the revolutionary 
war, and before the passage of the act of 1832, 
more than three times its amount at the time of 
the war. It had not been so with the population 
of South Carolina. The increase in New York 
had not been solely from the increase of its origi- 
nal population. It was not true that the population 
of New York, existing at the time of the Revolu- 
tion, had multiplied so much more rapidly than 
that of South Carolina; but the difference had been 
occasioned by emigration into New York from the 
d States. ‘That emigration was principally from 

the eastern States; it commenced soon after the 
| war, and continued until western New York was 
l principally settled. 
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Mr, W said his residence was in the county of | 
St. Lawrence, the extreme northwestern county of 
the State. His recollection was, that settlements 
were commenced in that county at about the year 


1800; and that the county was organized between. |; 


that time and 1804. It was not now a large 
county in population, relatively speaking, and | 
during the war of the Revolution, he did not sup- 
pose-tirere was an armed white man in it. Suill it; 
now ‘presented a somewhat numerous list of revo- | 
lutionary pensioners. 


after the passage of the act of 1832, about seventy | 
of the venerable survivors of that glorious struggle 
assembled in that new county to make their appli- 
cations for the,pensions granted by it. He did 
not know the fact, but he presumed that of the 
number assembled there would not have been 
‘found five who claimed to have served either in 
the New York line;-or the New York militia. 
The county is almost exclusively settled from the 
States of Massachusetts and Vermont, and the 
pensioners now residing within it, are nearly all 
ernigrants from those and otherStates. Inasmuch 
as this county had no white population during the 
war, if the premises of the gentleman be sound, it 
should have no.pensioners now, and his reason- 
ing is, that the fact that it has raises the presump- | 
tion that the applications have been sustained by | 
fraud. 


would not contend that this was true as to all 

these cases, but he seemed to think it must be as 

to a large portion of them. If the gentleman was 

as well acquainted as himself with the population, 

and the progress of settlement of the western por- 

tions of New York, he would change his opinions. | 
Where, he would ask the honorable Senator, was 

now the population of New York? Of its 2,000, 

000 of inhabitants, he felt confident he shouid be 

within the fact, when. he said that at least 1,000,- 

000 was to be found in portions of the territory of 
the State where there was no white population at 
the close of the revolutionary war. The county 
of Oneida, the most populous county of the State, 
the city and county of New York alone excepted, 
was a wilderness, inhabited by the savages exclu- 
sively, until long after the conclusion of that war. 
He believed it was true that there might have been 
a block-house or two, or some slight works erect- 
ed for defence against the Indians, within its tèr- 
ritory during or before the termination of the war, 
but the county was unsettled and uninhabited by 
the whites until after that period. Now, he be- 
lieved, if a line were drawn across the State as far 
east as the east bounds of this county, nearly, if 
not quite, the one-half of the white population of 
the State would be found west of such line. The 
most of this population, too, would be found to 
consist of emigrants from other States since the 
Revolution, and they had brought with them a full 
share, he thought he could say a large share, of 
the soldiers of the Revolution. Was it unnatural 
that it should be so? Who so likely to emigrate 


to the great West, to the unexplored wilderness, as 
the soldiers of that war? They undoubtedly came 
out of that war, as most of them went into it, poor, 
and unable to purchase the cultivated and valuable 
land of the old States. 

Mr. W. said it was not the rich, but the poor 
men of a country, in any war, who constituted its | 
soldiery and filled the ranks of its armies; and it 
was not the rich, but the poor men of a country 


who constituted the pioneers of its wilderness, || 


and first swept away its forests and cultivated its 
soil. 
whose pecuniary circumstances compel them to | 
earn their living by the labor of their own hands, | 
and who can only acquire home where land is 
cheap and can be made valuable by their own im- | 
provements. Such were the soldiers of the Revo- 
lation, and vast numbers of them left their resi- 


dences in the settlements, and pushed their way | 


into western New York. 

Mr. W. said he would remind the honorable | 
Senator that the counties of Westchester and Sar- | 
atoga, perhaps more emphatically than any other 
portions of New York, except the city, were the 
seat of war, and still he could not be mistaken in 
supposing that Oneida, and many other of the 


He had been informed that || 
at the first Court of Record held in the county, | 


comparatively new counties, would be found to be 


Their populations were much greater, and were 
composed. as much of those who lived and acted 
in the scenes of that war, as the people of those 
counties. Indeed, many, who served in the army 
as citizens of those counties, were now to be found 
at the West, as emigrants from the old to the new 
parts of the State. A proper consideration of these 
facts, he was sure, would convince the honorable 
Senator that his mode of reasoning was unjust 
and must lead him to erroneous and unjust conclu- 
sions. The supposition that the population of the 
States had maintained their proportions from the 


time of the Revolution to the present day, was | 


inadmissible, as contradicting known facts, and to 
suppose that the soldiers of that seven years’ war 
had remained more stationary than any other 


| equal portion of the population of the States was 


equally against probability and fact. ; 
Mr. W. said he was glad that the amendment 
offered by the honorable Senator from New Jer- 


sey, directing the-call to embrace the line or corps | 


in which each pensioner served, had been adopted, 
because that would show where these veterans of 
each State now reside, He was perfectly willing 
that any proper scrutiny, as to the pensioners re- 
siding within his State, should be had, and he had 


i no fear that the call, as now made, wauld show a 
Mr. W, said he knew the honorgble Senator |; 


greater number of those pensioners from the New 
York line, or the New York militia, than the pro- 


portion which the numbers of those corps, actually | 


in service, would be found to bear to the whole 
army. 

Mr. W. said he felt sure the honorable Senator 
had not selected New York, so peculiarly, for the 


purpose of his comparisons, from any invidious jj 
He had expressly disavowed any such ! 


motive, 
intention, and he (Mr. W.) should not have been 
able to convince himself of the existence of sucha 
motive, if the disavowal had not been made. But 
he must say, it did appear to him, if it had been 
the sole object of the Senator, reasoning from the 
premises he had chosen to assume, to have shown 


| the palpable disparity between the troops in ser- 


vice from each State, and the number of pension- 
ers now residing within it, that he might have ob- 
tained much stronger instances than that between 


South Carolina and New York, by turning his: 


attention to the new States of the West. He had 


told the Senate that the troops furnished by New | 
York and South Carolina were nearly equal, and , 
that the pensioners residing in New York at the į 


present time were eighteen times as many as those 


| residing in South Carolina. If the honorable Sen- 


ator had taken Ohio, how would his comparison 


| have resulted? Mr. W.. said he had noWopked at 


the report to which the gentleman had referred, but 
he presumed that Ohio now returned a number of 
pensioners, equal to that of South Carolina. [Here 
Mr. Presron remarked four timesasmany.] Then 
(said Mr. W.) Ohio has within it four times as 


l g g j! many revolutionary pensioners as South Carolina, 
from the thickly settled portions of the old States | 


and Ohio did not furnish a soldier for the service— 
Ohio did not contain a white man, till years after 
the war. South Carolina, therefore, furnished just 
as many more men for the service than Ohio, as 
the whole number of meri she sent into that great 
struggle, and still Ohio presents four times as many 
pensioners. from that service, as are presented by 
South Carolina. Here (Mr. W. said) the gentle- 


l . : a . 
man had a comparison, not counting in tens, but in 


thousands, and he would not attempt to establish 


the rate per cent. advantage to Ohio, but would į 
; | leave it with the other calculations of the Senator. 
This would always be the work of those || 


He must, however, be permitted to suppose that 
the honorable gentleman would see, from this in- 
stance, the palpable injustice of his comparisons, 


and the erroneous impressions they would be like- | 


ly to create. According to his positions, Ohio, Ín- 
diana, Illinois, Missouri, and the new States at the 
southwest, ought not to present’a pensioner, ag 
they were not inhabited at the time of the war, and 
therefore presented no troops for theservice. Still 


it was ad mitted that they all did present pensioners, ; 


and surely the gentleman would not contend that 
the single fact of their not having sent troops into 


| the revolutionary army was proof that all the pen- 


sion applications from those States were false and 
fraudulent. On the contrary, the error was, that 
the honorable Senator had not made allowance for 


sions he had drawn, from erroneous premises, 
were manifestly unjust to some of the States. 

Mr. PRESTON replied at length to Mr. Wrient 
and others, commenting extensively upon the 
whole pension system; and, in the course of his 
remarks, compared the number of pensioners in 
New York with those in Ohio, and compared also 
the population of the two States, to show that the 
population of the latter was half that of the former, 
while the number of persons receiving pensions, 
residing within the latter, was but about one-fifth 
of the number appearing to reside within the for- 
mer. Hence he inferred that Mr. Wricut’s mode 
of accounting for the great number of pensioners 
residing in New York, by the emigration to-that 
State from other States, was not supported by 
facts. 

Mr. WRIGHT rejoined. He said he should 
not be led by the gentleman into a discussion of 
the pension system; that the resolution before the 
Senate was a call for information, and he had no 
disposition to discuss the questions which might 
arise, when information should be cbtained, in 
anticipation, or upon a supposed state of facts. 
He should be ready to meet those questions when 
the facts were settled; but he must decline wholly 
attempting to settle them upon hypotheses, and 
especially in considering a call for the facts. His 
object, therefore, in rising, at this time, was sim- 
ply to answer the remarksof the Senator as to the 
disparity in the number of pensioners between 
Ohio and New York; and, this done, he would 
detain the Senate no longer. The answer seemed 
plain to his mind, and, upon its being suggested, 
he thought it would be equally plain to the Senate. 
The revolutionary soldiers were the early emi- 
grants from the old States, They were not modern 
emigrants, as their ages must necessarily satisfy 


| every gentleman. Western New York was opened 
| to them immediately after the peace of 1783, and 


they soon began to form settlements there. The 
territory now composing the State of Ohio was 


: then beyond the reach of settlement, and it was 


many years after, and when western New York 
had become measurably full, that the emigration 
flowed over itinto Ohio. Before that period had 
arrived, most of these old soldiers had fixed them- 
selves down in permanent abodes nearer to the 
settlements of the old States, Hence, when the 
tide set most strongly to Ohio, there would have 
been among the emigrants a much less proportion- 


| ate number of revolutionary. soldiers, 


Even now (Mr. W. said) their descendants 
from western New York were beginning to move 
on, not into, but beyond, Ohio, into the States of 
Indiana, Illinois,and Missouri; but few, very few, 
of these aged patriots would be found among the 
emigrants. They remained at the homes they had 
established in their younger days. The weight of 
years had become too heavy upon them to ren- 
der them willing again to seek the wilderness, and 
again to encounter the hardships of a new coun- 
try. This seemed to him a sufficient reason for 
the diminution in the number of pensioners as the 
emigration was followed west. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
SPRAGUE, EWING. CHAMBERS, PRES- 
TON, FORSYTH, and CALHOUN. 


The vacancics on the Committee of 
Commerce, occasioned by the election of 
Mr. Foor Governor of Connecticut, and 
Mr. Lawrence, Mayor of New York, 
have been filled by the appointment of 


| Mr. Girer and Mr. Lincoun. 


The Hon. M. T. Hawkins, who has 
been absent some eight or ten days at 
Philadelphia, to consult Dr. Physick, re- 
sumed his seat yesterday; and we are 
gratified to learn that his health is much 
improved. 
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A communication was received from the Treas- 
ury Department, transmitting a report from the 
commissioners under the treaty concluded by the 
Hon. William C. Rives, late Minister to France; 
which was ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

BILLS. 

-The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Bellamy; 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Stone; and 

A bill to increase and regulate the pay of the 
surgeons and assistant surgeons of the Army. 

The following bills were considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Francis Barnes; 

A bill for the relief of Lucy Loomis; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of Dr. John Berrien, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of General James Taylor, 
late quartermaster general and district pay master, 
of the Army of the United States; 

A bill for the relief of the widow and children 
of George Ludlum, deceased ; 

A bill providing for the final settlement of the 
claims of States for interest on advances to the 
United States during the last war. 

[Upon ordering this bill to be engrossed the yeas 
and nays were ordered, and are as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, McKean, Naudain, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, 
Tomlinson, Webster, and Wilkins—22. 

NA YS~—~Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Mangum, Moore, Morris, Preston, Robinson, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, and Wright—17.] 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong; 

A bill to remunerate Stephen C. Phillips for the 
support and transportation of shipwrecked Amer- 
ican seamen; and ' 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Fitzgerald. 

The following bills were laid upon the table: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Mortee; 

A bill for the relief of Oliver M. Spencer; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Alexander 
Boyd, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. j 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, June 7, 1834. 


The following resolution, heretofore offered by 
Mr. Bux, was adopted: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to inform the House what part, if any, of the 
sum of thirty-nine thousand one hundred dollars 
was expended in the year 1832, in improving the 
navigation of the Missouri river, and that of the 
Mississippi above tlie mouth of the Ohio river. 

The following resolution, heretofore offered by 
Mr. J. Q. Avams, was then taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House the names of the 
presidents, cashiers, directors, and stockholders, 
lawyers, and solicitors, ofall the banks selected by 
him as depositories of the public moneys, in the 
place of the Bank of the United States and its 
branches, together with the amount and stock in 
said banks, held by each stockholder, and the 
amount of debt due by each president, cashier, and 
director, of each of the banks, to said bank at the 
time when it was selected as a depository, and at 
this time. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested the propriety 
of modifying the resolution so as to call’ for in- 


formation as to the aggregate amount due from 


the officers of each institution, without a detailed 
statement of the debts due from each individual, ; 


28 


| passu from the Bank of the United States. 


| be read. 


| that institution; he therefore hoped that neither the 


object professed by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS declined making the modification. 
In many banks the directors had not, in point of 
fact, a dollar of interest. Shares stand in their 
names, but they owe the institution the full 
amount. He wished to ascertain the actual state 
of these banks, and how their officers stand con- 
nected with them in point of interest. 

_ Mr. STEWART moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out the names of the lawyers and 
solicitors of these banks. No public object could 
be promoted by this information. Another rea- 
son why he wished this part of the resolution to 
be struck out was, he was not apprized of the 
manner in which the Secretary was to be informed 
of the names of every person who might be em- 
ployed by these institutions. 

Mr. POLK did not perceive the pfecise object 
of the information requested by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams.] That gentle- 
man had in view, no doubt, a public object. in 
order to act with perfect fairness in the matter, 
similar information should be obtained relative to 
the Bank of the United States. He did not care 
how far examination was made into the condition 
of the local banks who were depositories of the 
public money, if information was obtained pari 
While 
the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr. Stewart] was pending, it would not be 
in order to move the following amendment, which 
he would send to the Chair, and wished it might 
He should move it as soon as the prop- 
osition before the House was disposed of: 

‘And that he also communicate to this House 
‘the amount of debts due by the president, cashier, 
t and directors of the Bank of the United States, at 
‘ this time, or at any time within one year last past; 
€ and, also, the names of the lawyers and solicitors 
‘of the Bank of the United States and branches, 
‘ and the amount of debt due by each to said bank 
‘at this time, and at any time within one year last 
* past. 

Mr. COULTER felt no great solicitude as to 
the amendment proposed by his colleague, [Mr. 
Srewarr,] but should not vote in its favor. ‘These 
State banks had been made fiscal agents, and, 
being such, should communicate their condition to 
the proper authority as well as the manner of their 
management. If this information was not in the 
power of the Secretary, it ought to bein his power, 
as he had made them the agents of the Govern- 
ment. He should regret theadoption of the amend- 
ment suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Porx,] as the question was now before the 
House in another shape. 

Mr. EW ING said the object of the modification 
suggested by himself relative to the lawyers and 
solicitors, which had been accepted by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,} was to 
obtain the names of the individuals who had been 
bribed to cry down a sound currency, and to pro- 
mote one of mere rags. When illustrious names 
are attacked with regard to their connexion with 
the Bank of the United States, he was anxious to 
see who were connected with institutions which 
had been miscalled State banks. 

- Mr. MILLER trusted the House would adopt 
the resolution in the shape in which it was pre- 
sented. He had been glad to perceive that no 
friend of the Administration had opposed its adop- 
tion. He should vote for obtaining this informa- 


tion relative to the State banks; and he hoped the |! 


friends of the Bank of the United States would not |: 3 € 
i And what had been the result? The committee 


ij had returned and reported to us that they. had 


object to obtaining the same information relative to 


original resolution, nor the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Potx,] 
would meet with opposition. 

Mr. GILLET said he hoped the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, to strike out so 
much of the resolution as related to lawyers, soli- 
citors, &c., would not prevail. He wished that 


` 


ee 


which he thought.would not promote the public 


t 


; ing the committee, 
: go on blindly, 


part retained; and hoped to see the proposition of.: 
his friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Pork, ] which ex- ` 
tended the inquiry to the United States Bank, as ; 
well as the deposite banks, adopted. . It would be 
recollected that there was on the Speaker’s table 


‘a proposition to restore the public deposites to the 


Bank of the United States; and before this House 
could act understandingly upon that proposition, 
it ought to be in possession of the information 
sought for by the proposed amendment.. This 
amendment required the same information of the 
United States Bank, as the mover of the resolution 
desires of the deposite banks. He understood it 
to be conceded, if the information asked for b 
this resolution should be withheld or denied, or if - 
the facts disclosed should show the public moneys 
to be in unsafe depositories, that then other depos- 
itories should be selected. It seemed to him to 
be equally important to ascertain the same facts 
in relation to the United States Bank, before we 
placed the publit ‘money in that institution. The 
vote on the deposite question might be materially; 
influenced by the information asked for. He could 
not vote to change the deposites from banks that 
invite scrutiny, to one that should avoid it, or re- 
fuse to give us all the information desired. He 
desired all the facts in relation to the real condition 
of both the deposite banks and the United States 
Bank. If either used its funds to aid politicians, 
and to promote the interest of party, he wished to 
know it, that the seal of reprobation might be 
affixed upon it. 

Mr. G.said, we had once called for information 


| as to these deposite banks, and our call had been 


promptly and fully responded to. He believed it 
would be so in this instance. We ask the same 
information of the United States Bank. The 
question is distinctly put to the friends of that 
bank, will you give us the same information in. - 
relation to it that yop ask of the deposite banks? 
He desired the same information from beth. We- 
have an equal right to ask of both, and it was our, 
duty to obtain it of both, before we acted. on the ` 
question of restoration, T'he reason for desiring, | 
the information is equally strong in both cases.. . 
We have large sums of money in both, and both: 
are named as the future depository of the public. 
treasure. a ‘ sees 

Mr. Q. said, the friends of thé United States. 
Bank had affirmed that the concerns of. that insti- 
tution had been managed with great ability.and: 
integrity, and that all its transactions were above 
reproach;and they had ex pressed the contrary opin- 
ion of the deposite banks. On the other hand, the. 
friends of the deposite banks had made equally 
confident assertions against the United States Bank, 
and in favor of the selected banks, and had in- 
vited the severest scrutiny into their affairs. Here 
were issues fairly and distinctly made up, and he 
hoped both would be tried at the same time, and 
by the same ordeal. Should either refuse the in- 
formation sought, he should take that refusal as 
evidence against the bank so refusing. Fle should 
esteem every such bank unworthy of public con- 
fidence. 

Have we not quite as much reason for desiring 


| information of the United States Bank asthe others? 


The selected banks had responded to all our calls. 
Has the United States bank done so? 

Mr. G. said, members would bear in mind that 
the deposites had been removed on charges against 


| the bank of interfering in political affairs, and 


corrupting the press,&c. And how stands the 
case as to those charges?’ This House, by a vote 
of 174 to 41, had sent a committee to Philadel- 

hia to investigate the truth of these charges. 


not been permitted to examine the books of the 
bank; that the officers of the bank refused to tes- 
tify; and that they were refused all information 
sought by the resclutions of this House appoint- 
Mr. G. inquired, are we. to 
under such circumstances; dnd give 
that institution the custody of the public treasure? 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


~ (Do gentlemen who are friendly to the bank expect, 
-inthe present situation of affairs, that the nation 
will presume all is fair, honest, and above impeach- 
ment? Do they desire us, with such evidence 
before us, to vote in the dark? This effort to avoid 
all scrutiny into the affairs of this bank must have 
a tendency to confiem all the charges made against 
it. 
its affairs wouid not bear the scrutiny of open day. 
The friends of the deposite banks do not ask us 
to vote in the dark. They ask both to be placed 
upon the same footing, as to inquiries into their 
management. 
If the Unite 
much ability and purity of purpose as its friends 


allege, certainly neither the bank nor its friendscan | 


wish to bar the proposed scrutiny. He should 
more naturally expect them to challengé the most 
rigorous investigation into all its transactions. He 
miist express the hope that the friends of the bank 
would not shrink from the proposed inquiry nor 
attempt to avoid it, by withdrawing the resolution. 
Should either -be done, he must be at liberty to be~ 
lieve that bank to.be unworthy of confidence, and 


that its doings would not bear the test of public | 


scrutiny. Conscious innocence always invites 
scrutiny, while guilt avoids it. The bank has in 
its own possession the evidence which is to decide 
the charges made against it, If it is innocent of 
the charges, let ug have the proof, which is in the 
custody of the bank. Ifthe bank and its friends 
refuse us the information asked for, it will be a 
virtual concession of the guilt of the former, and 
the people will unhesitatingly condemn it. The 
proposition to place both banks on the same foot- 
ing, is a liberal and proper one, and cannot be 
objected to by either, if all is as it should be. 
Mr. G. said, no bank ought to have the custody 
of the public money which should refuse the 
information asked for, The friends of the deposite 
banks challenge the inquiry. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Serw- 
ART’s proposition to strike out, which’ was lost 
without a division, 

Mr. POLK then moved the foregoing amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ADAMS said if the gentleman would make 
his inquiries precisely coextensive with that pro- 
posed by the resolution, he would accept it as a 
modification. But he could not consent to make 
inquiries as to the debts due by the lawyers and 
solicitors of the Bank of the United States, as he 
had proposed no such*inquiry relative to the State 
banks. i 

Mr. BEATTY moved to amend the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Porr, by adding the following: 

‘* Be it further resolved, That the Secretary also 


‘inform the House, whether the President of the | 


‘United States, heads of departments, and Treas- 
` turer, have been in the habit of keeping their pri- 
“vate accounts in the Branch Bank of the United 


‘States in the city of Washington; and at what time | 


“did they, or either of them, cease to keep their 
“accounts in said branch bank.’”? 
Mr. SELDEN suggested to the gentleman from 


Tennessee, [Mr, Poix,] that the amendment, in | 


its present shape, would prevent the information 
sought for from being furnished within any reason- 
able time. It would be necessary to state the bal- 
ances of each account for every day during an 
entire year. By introducing the words ‘ United 
States and its branches,’ immediately after the 
banks referred to in the original resolution, the 
information called for would be coextensive with 
regard to each class of institutions. 

Mr. ADAMS said if the amendment should take 
that shape, he would accept it as a modification. 

Mr. POLK said the question before the House 
was not upon his amendment, but upon the prop- 
osition to amend it moved by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, {Mr. Bearry ] Had that proposition 
covered the whole ground, he would not object to 
it. There was no reason why this inquiry should 
be confined to the executive officers. Such an 
inquiry should not be made by piecemeal. 
would extend it, not simply to the executive offi- 
cers, but to the judicial and legislative officers of the 
Government—not only as to thei: credit at the 
bank, but into the state of their indebtedness to the 
bank. dn reply to the objections made to his 
amendment, he bad only to say that, instead of 
reducing the inquiry in the manner suggested, he 


There could be no other conciusion than that | 


d States Bank is conducted with as | 


He | 


ji 


t 


t 


‘allotted to morning business had elapsed. 


would propose to extend the inquiry in the origi- 
nal resolation into the indebtedness of the lawyers 
and solicitors ofthe deposite banks to those insti- 
tutions. ` 

Mr. P. was apprized by the Chair that the hour 
His 
| remarks were accordingly suspended. 

DISTRICT CF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved the House go into 
Committee of the Whole, in execution of the spe- 
| cial order of the day; which was agreed to, (Mr. 
| Brigas in the chair.) 

The bill for the benefit of the city of Washing- 
ton, which was under consideration when the com- 
mittee rose Inst evening, was again taken up, upon 
the motion of 

Mr. MANN, to strike out the enacting words. 

Mr. PARKER supported the motion at leogth, 
He felt every disposition to relieve the Corpora- 
tion and citizens of Washington from the burdens | 
under which they complained of laboring, but 
could net do it upon the principles on which the 
passage of this bili had been urged. He could not : 
recognise the right of the Corporation of Wash- | 
ington to valueand tax the public property. This 
Corporationhud improvidently invoived itself in | 

i 


debt. It was in fact insolvent, and could pay | 
neither principal nor interest. ‘This state of things | 
did not chanze the relations between the Corpora- | 
tion and the Government. Mr. P. went into an | 
explanation of the original foundation of the city, | 
and of the amount of the expenditures of public | 
money here, and contended thai the Corporation |; 
had no claim to be relieved from the debts which ji 
had been improvidenty contracted. But if any ʻi 
constitutional plan should be proposed for a loan |) 
to the city by the United Siates, he would assent | 
to that course, even if the money should never be || 
repaid. ; i 

Mr. STODDERT replied in detail to the argu- || 
mentof Mr. Parser. One of the great causes of |; 
the erabarrassments of the Corporation, was the || 
magnificence of its plan, by which the original |; 
proprietors and their descendants have been in- | 
volved in ruin. ‘his plan was not devised by | 
them, but was imposed on them by Congress. Jt | 
was projected for the benefit of the Union; and the | 
improvements which had been made were for the | 
benefit of the public. The tax-paying citizens do į 
not exceed in number that of the officers of Gov- |} 
ernment. It was only equitable, that as the ex- | 
penditures were incurred for the public benefit, that |! 
a portion of the expense should be borne by the | 

ublic. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND advocated the bill, and 
opposed the motion. This city: was emphatically | 
thecity of the Union. Every portion of the United | 
States felt a deep interest in its prosperity. It! 
concerned very nearly our national pride. When | 
the British, during the last war, undertook to as- 
| Sault cur national honor in its tenderest point, the | 
| attack was made here. In sustaining this city, ij 
| the House only supported our country, and our); 
country’s honor. When the Father of his coun- į 
| try was about to leave this world, he had founded : 
this city, which had heen separated from ali de- | 
pendence upon the States, for the exclusive use of | 
the Government. Jt was never intended to have | 
been built up by the handful of men who followed |! 
the Government here. Its extensive plan and 
broad avenues show this. That glorious city 
which he in part had the honor to represent, had | 
| not been laid out upon a plan of such magnificence, | 
| To sustain this great plan had impoverished the | 
Corporation. Mr. S. appealed to the memory of ! 
| Washington, of whom this city was the most 
worthy monument, in support of his view, and 

contended that this was not a local, but a national 
| question, upon which the House was bound to 
vote, not in view of their personal feelings or i 
private convenience, but in reference to the honor 
and giory of the country. . 

Aftera few words from Mr. McK ENNAN, th 

question was taken on striking out the enactin 
| words; which was lost—yeas 51, nays 80. 
Mr. PARKER moved to amend the bill by | 
providing that the money should be applied only | 
to the payment of. the interest of the canal debt; 
but withdrew it, saying that he would offer it in 
the House. 


RK 
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The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 
The bill to subscribeone hundred thousand dol- 


| reported. 


lars in aid of the completion of the lateral branch 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to Alexan- 
dria, was taken up, and explained and advocated 
by Messrs. STODDERT, EVANS, MERCER, 
THOMAS of Louisiana, and VINTON, and op- 
posed by Mr. CHILTON, who moved to strike 
out the enacting clause. 

The question being taken on the motion, there 


| were— yeas 30, nays 63; not a quorum. 


Mr. CHILTON withdrew the motion, and the 
bill was laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to prevent the corporations of Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, from issuing 
promissory notes of a Jess denomination than ten 
dollars, and providing for the withdrawal from cir- 
culation of all such notes, was taken up, amended 
on motion of Mr. CHINN, and laid aside to he 

The bill further to amend the act incorporating 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, was 


| taken un, and verbally amended, on motion of Mr. 


ALLEN, of Virginia. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to lay aside the 
bill, in order to bring before the House à memo- 
rial which he had received on the subject, and 
which he hoped would be taken into consideration, 
together with the bill, 

Mr. MERCER suggested that the amendments 
required by the memorialists, might be offered in 
the House. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, remarked, that he 
had no disposition to press the bill, without full 
consideration. 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the motion, and the 
bill was laid aside to ke reported. 

The bill to-incorporate the Washington [nsu- 
rance Company, was considered, and laid aside to 
be reported. 

The bill to incorporate the Clerks’ Saving Com- 
pany, was considered, and laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to amend the charter of the Potomac 
Fire. Insurance Company, of Georgetown, was 
considered, and laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to incorporate the Georgetown Savings 
Institution, was considered, and laid aside to be 
reported. 

The bili for the relief of Henry Awkward was 
considered, and laid aside to be reported, 

The bill subscribing three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars for the construction of a lateral 
railroad within the District of Columbia, was then 
taken up. : 

Mr. MANN, of New York, hoped, he said, 
that some gentleman would explain the object and 
policy of this bil. But as he was unwilling, at 
this time, to bring on a discussion, he would make 
his objection to the bill in the House. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported, 

On motion of Mr. CHINN, the committee rose, 
and all the above bills were reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the House went 
into the Committee of the Whole, on the ** bill 
authorizing the construction of a bridge across the 
Potomac, and repealing all acts already passed in 
relation thereto,” and other bills, (Mr. Husparp 
in the chair.) 

The bill being taken up, Mr. STODDERT 
moved an additional section, making the Anacostia 
and Navy Yard bridges free; which was lost. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

The bill “ making appropriations for the public 
buildings and grounds, and fer other purposes,” 
being taken up— 

Mr. PARKER moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the enacting clause, but withdrew the 
amendment. 

Mr. E. EVERETT moved an amendment, pro- 
viding for the removal of the naval monument to 
some place in the eastern square of the Capitol. 

Mr. 8. JONES opposed the motion. 

After some remarks from Mr. VINTON, 

Mr. E. EVERETT modified his motion so as 
to remove the monument to the Botanic Garden. 

Mr. S. JONES would inquire where the Botanic 
Garden was? To which it was replied that it was 
somewhere below the Capitol. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. MERCER moved to strike out’ the pro- 


| vision for enclosing the Botanic Garden; which 


was agreed to. 
Mr. PARKER moved to strike out. the word 
“ MacAdamizing”’ in the clause for MacAdamiz- 


1834. 


THE C 


“485 


ing the foot and carriage-ways north of the Presi- 
dent’s house. 

After a few words from Messrs. STODDERT, 
FULLER, J. Q. ADAMS, FILLMORE, and 
HARPER of Pennsylvania, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the clause, 
80 as to provide for the flagging of the foot-way 
and paving the carriage-way. 

After a few words from Messrs. STODDERT, | 
PARKER, LYTLE, HARPER of Pennsylvania, 
JARVIS, MARTINDALE, MERCER, and E. 
EVERETT, the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. PARKER moved to insert * gravelling,’’ 
so as to provide that the carriage-way should be 
gravelled; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER. moved to reduce the appropria- 
tion from $13,000 to $10,000; which was lost. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend, by inserting | 
$5,000 for the extension of the square west of the 
Capitol. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. VINTON 
and J. HARPER, the motion was negatived. 

Mr. J. HARPER moved to strike out the item 
for enclosing the ground between the President’s | 
House and the canal. 

Some remarks were made by Messrs. J. HAR- 
PER, S. JONES, and MERCER; when the ques- 
tion was taken, and the motion was carried. 

Mr. PARKER made some remarks upon the 
item appropriating $3,000 for trees for the public 
grounds; which were replied to by Mr. JARVIS. 

The reading of the bill was proceeded in. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved an amendment for 
supplying a deficiency in the appropriation for the 
_ public vault at the Congressional Burying-Ground; 
which was agreed to. 

The item appropriating $6,000 for additional fur- 
niture for the President’s House having been read, 


Mr. SCHLEY moved to strike out the item. |} 


Mr. WATMOUGH made some remarks in | 
support of the item, and a further explanation 
from Messrs. JARVIS, EWING, and WARD, | 


when Mr. SCHLEY withdrew the motion. 

Mr. E. EVERETT moved an item for restoring 
the Speaker’s chair and seats of the House to the 
position they were in previous to the late change, | 
$2,000. : 

‘After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY, E. | 
EVERETT, EWING, BURD, E. WHITTLE- | 
SEY, SUTHERLAND, PARKER, MERCER, 
R. M. JOHNSON, and HARDIN, the proposi- 
tion was hegatived. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved an item, appropri- 
ating $1,000 for erecting a monument over the | 
remains of General Jacob Brown; which, after a 
bricf explanation from Mr. A., was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bills 
to the louse. 

The House then adjourned. 


_ IN SENATE. 
Monpar, June 9, 1834. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented resolutions adopted by 
the Legislature of Rhode Island, recommending | 
the restoration of the deposites, and the recharter | 
of the United States Bank. | 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial of like |; 


character, signed by 158 inhabitants of Cambria | 
county, Pennsylvania. . | 

Mr. BiBB presented the memorial ofinhabitants | 
of Warren county, Kentucky, +f a similar nature; | 


all of which were referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 1,831 
inhabitants of Ontario county, New York, ap- 
proving of the course of the Executive in ordering 
the public deposites to be removed from the Bank 


of the United States, and opposed to the recharter | 


: ji 
of that corporation. i 
i 


Mr. SHEPLEY said he had a distress memorial, ; 
signed by a single individual, which he desired | 
should be read. The memorial was signed by į 
Seth Pitts, a soldier of the Revolution, who stated f 
that he did not wish to die until he had atoned for 
an error that he was forced into, without knowing | 
what he was about; and requested that his name | 
might be erased from a memorial sent to the Senate | 
He had signed a petition urging Congress to have | 
the deposites restored, and the bank rechartered, | 
when, in truth, he was opposed to the corporation; | 


|| course pursued in the investigation. 


| 


i 
| 


thought the Secretary of the Treasury right in the 
direction that his duty admonished him to givein 
removing the public funds from the bank; and felt 
it to be his duty to correct an error, which would 
relieve him from a load of gin, which would be 
burdensome to carry across Jordan. 

‘The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the petition of A. 
A. Vanbibber, administrator of the. late Purser 
Garretson, asking that certain allowances may be 
made in the settlement of the accounts of the de- 
ceased. $ 

Mr. CHAMBERS also presented the memorial 
of Master Commander George Burn of the Navy, 


| asking a pension, on account of a wound received 


in service; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked if it would be in order to 
make a report from the Committee on Claims. No 
objection being made, Mr. W. reported that the 


| committee wished to bedischarged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Archibald W. | 


Hamilton; which was agreed to. 

Mr. EWING, from the majority of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, made a 
report condemning the administration of the de- 
partment, and closing with resolutions censuring 
the officers engaged in that office. 

After the report had been read, 

Mr. GRUNDY asked whether it was in order 
to present to the Chair a paper containing the opin- 
ions of two members of the committee, differing 
very widely in many particulars from that pre- 
sented by the majority. He proposed to lay be- 
fore the Senate the opinions of the minority of the 


committee upon most of the subjects treated of in |! 
He moved that it be received and | 


that paper. 
read, and remarked that he thought each would 

be better understood after both had been heard. 
Mr. EWING said the minority gave the chair- 
man of the committee information of the several 
subjects designed to be treated of by them in their 
report, The object was to arrive at truth, and he 
d the views of the minority would be received. 


hope 
r. GRUNDY remarked that the statement of ! 


the gentleman from Ohio was correct as to the 
The report 
he had never seen or heard read, chiefly because 


he had no desire to hear it, but he found from | 


hearing it read now that two or three cases of con- 
tracts were alluded to which he (Mr. G.) must 


|| have forgotten, for he had not noticed them in his 


papers : 
Mr. G. then presented the views of the minor- 
ity, not as a report, but asa paper; which was 


| received and read. 


After some conversation between Messrs. EW- 
ING, GRUNDY, and FORSYTH, the printing 
of the two documents was ordered. : 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved that fifteen thousand 
extra copies of the reports be printed for distribu- 


tion; which was opposed by Mr. FORSYTH; | 
and upon which the yeas and nays were asked by | 


Mr. WRIGHT. 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the Senate ad- |} 
| journ; which was negatived; when f 

The motion to, print the extra copies was, on | 
motion of Mr. SWIFT, postponed till to-morrow. | 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, fixing upon the 30th of June for the 


adjournment of Congress, was then taken up for | 


consideration. 

On motion of Mr. McIXEAN, the resolution 
was amended by striking out ** 30th of June,” and 
inserting ‘¢ 30th instant; which was adopted. — 

The resolution as amended was then concurredin. 


Mr. POINDEXTER then moved to take up the || 


bill providing for the meeting of the next session 
of Congress prior to the first Monday in Decem- 
ber; which was agreed to. 

And after some conversation between Messrs. 
POINDEXTER, CLAY, WEBSTER, and CAL- 


i HOUN, 


Mr. POINDEXTER moved to lay the bill on 
the table; which was agreed to. 


Mr. WILKINS gave notice that he should move | 
i on Thursday next to take up the bill authorizing f 
a subscription to several copies of the Diplomatic | 


Code, published by Jonathan Elhot, of this city. 


Mr. CLAY moved that the additional names of 
subscribers to petitions for and against the removal 


of the deposites and the renewal of the charter of » 


the Bank of United States, which had been received 
posterior to the former order of the Senate requiring 
their classification, should also be made out by the 
Secretary; which was adopted. vos ‘ 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Edward and 
George Phelps and George Weed. Agreed to, 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the samecommittee, 
reported a bill for the removal of the land office 
from Clinton to Jackson, in Mississippi; which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 
On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 
The Senate adjourned. pr 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monnay, June 9, 1834. 


Mr. MILLER asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up the resolution submitted by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. J. Q. 
Apams,] calling for information in relation to the 
deposite banks. 2 

Objections having been made— : 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
memorial from citizens of York county, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying for a change of measures on’ the 
part of the Governmeiht in relation to the United 
States Bank and the currency, presented ‘on the 
last petition day. 

Mr. BARNITZ spoke at some length in sup- 
port and explanation of the views of the memori- 
alists; when the memorial was laid on the table, 

Mr. POLK rose to ask the consent of the House 
to take up the appropriation bills on the table, 
which, in his opinion, were of more importance 
than the presentation of memorials at this late 
stage of the session. . 

Objections being made— 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules setting 
apart this day for the reception of memorials, in 
order to take up the appropriation bills. 

Mr. WISE hoped (he said) the gentleman 
would withdraw his motion, and if he did not’he 
should make it a question of order. He had made. 
a motion, three weeks ago, to refer a memorial on 
the subject of the deposites to a select committee, . . 
with instructions to report certain resolutions, and 
he had hoped to be permitted to obtain for that’ 
motion the consideration of the House. oe 

Mr. POLK said he should not withdraw. the 
motion, but if the Housé-chose to hear'speeches 
on an old and trite subject, in preference to pro- 
ceeding with the public business, they’ would. 
refuse to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WISE remarked that his resolution related 
to a subject entirely new. 


I 


Mr. DENNY said that the reception of memo- 
rials was as impertant as any business which could 
be transacted, and he asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. PARKER said that if the House did not 


i sustain the motion, we must spend the whole day 


in presenting memorials and hearing speeches. 
Mr. WILLIAMS remarked that the object in 


_ setting apart this day was not to make speeches, 
| but to present memorials and petitions, which was 
; a constitutional right. 
: dental to the presentation of the memorials. 


The speeches were inci- 


The CHAIR stated that the memorial presented 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] on 
a former day, was first in order. Next to that, 
memorials and petitions were in the order of 
proceeding. The motion to suspend the rule was 
strictly in order. 

Mr. BURGES said a word or two against the 
motion. - 

The question being then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, it was determined in the nega- 


| tive—yeas 113, pays 66; (not two-thirds.) ` 


Mr. MILLER moved the suspension of the 
rules, in order to take up for consideration the 
resolution submitted by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] respecting the deposite 
banks. 7 

The CHAIR pronounced the motion to be out 
of order, as no business had intervened between 
the motion and the refusal of the House to sus- 
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A 


i 

The House proceeded to consider the memorial į 
of sundry citizens of the county of Gloucester, in | 
the Siate of Virginia, protesting against the re- | 
moval of the deposites, together with the follow- | 
ing resolutions, submitted by Mr. WISE: 

Resolvid, That the custody and control of the | 
moneys of the United States, not appropriated by | 
law, and’ not disbursed under appropriations by | 
law; are, by the Constitution, placed under the | 
order and direction of the Congress of the United 
States, which order and direction must be made by 
Jaw in. the form of bills or joint orders, votes or 
resolutions, upon which‘the President of the Uni- 
ted States has. simply the power of a negative, | 
subject to a vote of two-thirds of each House of 
Congress. 

Resolved, That no change of the Constitution of | 
the United States is necessary to authorize the | 
Congress of the United States to intrust the cus- 
tody of the public money, not appropriated by 
law, and not disbursed under appropriations by 
law, whenever or howsoever obtained, to other | 
agency than that of the Executive Department, j 
and that the custody of the public money must not || 
be necessarily, under the Constitution, intrusted | 
to the Executive Department. : i 

Resolved, That Congress can take out of the 
hands of the Executive Department the custody 
of the public property or money, without an as- | 
sumption cf Executive power, or a subversion of ; 
the first principles of the Constitution. 

And that said committee be further instructed to 
report such measures as it may deem necessary | 
and proper to provide for the future safe-keeping, : 
control, and disposition of the public property and 
moneys, and to assert, maintain, and protect the 
constitutional powers of Congress over the public 
property and public purse. ; 

Mr. WISE proceeded to address the House for | 
about two hours and a half upon the general prin- 
ciples asserted in the resolutions. When he had 
concluded— 

Mr. PEYTON replied at length to several of the 
positions taken by Mr. Wise in his speech, and | 
concluded by moving the amendment heretofore 
offered by him, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Presidentofthe United States, | 
in the late executive proceedings in relation to the 
public revenue, has not assumed “upon himself 
authority and power not conferred by the Consti- 
tution and laws,” but that he has acted in con- 
formity to koth. 

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States, 
in a late resolution passed by that body, in the į 
words following to wit: ‘ Resoéred, That the f 
t President in the late executive proceedings in | 
“relation to the public revenue, has assumed upon | 
“himself authority nnd power notconferred by the 
© Constitution and laws, but in derogation of both” | 
—have, by thatresolution, adopted, not witha view 
to.Jegislative action, but as a solemn censure upon | 
the President, infringed upon the righiful and le- | 
gitimate powers and prerogatives of the House of | 
Representatives. | 

Resolved, That Congress has te power, by law, 
to select the places of depositing the public money, | 
and providing for its safe-keeping. 

Mr. MILLER moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. WI-E moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered. ` ‘ 

After the call had been some time proceeded 
in— 

Mr. B. WHITTLESEY moved a suspension of | 
the call; upon which 

Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays; which | 
were ordered. 

Mr. E. WHITTLES 
to suspend the call. 

The Clerk then proceeded a second time to call |) 
the names cf the absentees. 

Mr. WILDE moved a suspension of the call, 
upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. W. said, as his object wes to save the time 
of the Flouse, and not to waste it, he would with- 
draw the motion. 

. The call was again proceeded in. 

Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, moved to sus- 
pend the cail, upon which the yeas and nays were 


i 


EY withdrew his motion | 


| lature of Rhode Island, but refused a seat. 


| Senate; and whereas the contest for the seat ob- 


| when the said seat was awarded to the Hon. Asher 
i Robbins: 
LOBUINSs 


Mr. M. withdrew the motion, and the call was 
proceeded in. ce 

Mr. WILDE renewed the motion to suspend 
the call; upon which, 

Mr. MANN, of New York, demanded the yeas | 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 63. 

So the call of the House was suspended. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved that the House do 
now adjourn; upon which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. : 

The motion was lost—yeas 79, nays 115. 

The question being on Mr. Mrtter’s motion to 
lay the resolution, with the amendment, on the 
table, it was taken by yeas and nays, and determ- 
ined in the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 97. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of New York, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, June 10, 1834. 


Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial from 
inhabitants of Hunterdon county, New Jersey, in 
favor of a restoration of the deposites to the Bank 
of the United States, and the recharter of that cor- 
poration. g 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania, of similar import; 
both of which were referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, end ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLACK presented a memorial from the 
members of the Mississippi bar, praying that the 
district court of the United States may be removed 
from Natchez to Jackson; which was referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill extending the limits, as a | 
port.of entry, of the Northern Liberties of Phila- 
delphia; which was read a first and second time. į 

Mr. EWING presented a memorial from the 
county cf Hamilton, Ohio, stating that the Senate, 
agreeably-to the Constituuon, possessed appoint- 
ing powers as well as the Executive. The me- 
morlal was ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
table. - 

Mr. DIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported against the resolution for removing 
the United. States court from Natchez to Jackson, 
Mississippi; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BIBB, from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report upon the petition of Silence 
Elliott; which was agreed to. 

Also an unfavorable report in the case of New- 
ton Hayes, assignee, praying scrip for land. 

Also, a similar report in the case of Nicholson, 
executor of Abner L. Duncan. 

And a like report upon the petition of the repre- 
sentatives of John Donnell. - 

Mr. BIBB, from the same committee, reported 
a bill in favor of James and Samuel Smith; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memortals of officers of the 
army asking compensation of land for services 
rendered during the late war; Which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, asked to be discharged from the resolution 
of Mr. W icut, compensating Mr. Porrer, who 
was returned a member of the Senate by the Legis- 
The 


committee were discharged. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered the following resolution: 

Whereas the Hon. Elisha R. Potter did, at the 
commencement of the present session of Congress, 
cause to be laid before the Senate a commission 
from the Governor of the State of Rhode Island, 
duly authenticated, and constituting the regular 
prima facie evidence to enable him to a seat in the 


tained by Mr, Potter was not finally decided by 
the Senate until the 27ch of May, now last past, 


Therefore, Resoived, That the said Elisha B.! 

$ 4 R . H 
Potter is enciiled to the compensation of mileage | 
allowed by law to members of Congress, for his | 


i 


travel from his place of residence, in the State of | 


i 
| 
ordered, i 


Rhode Island, to the capital, and returning, and |i 


Congress for the time he actually attended at the 
city of Washington during the contest pending 
before the Senate, in relation to the seat claimed 
by him and occupied by the Hon. Mr. Robbins. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Archibald W. Hamilton; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of Georgetown and Alexandria, giving each of 
those cities $15,000 annually, for three years; 
which was read twice. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill granting the 
right of way to the Winchester and Potomac 
Railroad Company through the public property at 
Harper’s Ferry. Read twice. 7 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Noah 
Miller. ee 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a bill providing for the erection 
of the statue of Jefferson, presented to his country- 
men by Lieutenant Levy, of the Navy, in the 
public square, east of the Capitol. 

The bill for the relief of Oliver M. Spencer 
being under consideration, a debate of some length 
ensued. 

The principle in this bill was to refund a sum 
of money paid by Oliver M. Spencer for a tract of 
land bought of the Government, which fell short 
of the quantity about fifty acres; the survey by the 
Government officer being admitted to have been 
erroneous, 

The bill was opposed on the ground that the 
rule of caveat empior should apply in full force; 
and that to relax the rule would open the door to 
endless applications of disappointed purchasers fur 
redress. 

On the other side, the bill was supported on the 
ground that the injury done to Spencer was en- 
tirely the result of mistake on the part of the officer 
of Government, and the person having purchased 
and paid his money on the representation of the 
Government, and the deficiency not being at the 
time known, every principle of law and equity 


| required that he should be refunded the excess of 


purchase money. $ 
Messrs, POINDEXTER, MOORE, and PREN- 
TISS, spoke in favor of the bill, and Messrs. 
BLACK, FORSYTH, BIBB, CLAY, EWING, 
KING, of Alabama, PRESTON, and CHAM- 
BERS, in opposition to the bill. 
_ After some immaterial amendments, the ques- 
ion being on the engrossment ofthe bill for a 
third reading— 
Mr. MOORE asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 
YEAS—Messrs: Benton, Clayton, Ewing, Fre- 


i linghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, King of 


Alabama, Knight, Linn, Moore, Poindexter, Pren- 
tiss, Robinson, Southard, Tyler, Waggaman—l7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
Cathoun, Chambers, Clay, Forsyth, Hill, King of 
Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Morris, Naudain, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Shepley, Smith, Sprague, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, White, Wilkins 
—28. 

So the question was determined in the negative, 
and the bill was rejected, 

The special orders being postponed, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the motion made 
yesterday by Mr. SOUTHARD, to print thirty 
thousand extra copies of the reports of the Post 
Office Committee. 

Messrs. SOUTHARD, EWING, CLAYTON, 
and-WEBSTER, spoke at length in support of 
the motion and the report of the majority of the 
committee, who were followed by 

Mr. GRUNDY, chairman of the committee, in 
support of the views of the minority, expressing 
his willingness to vote for six thousand extra 
copies of the reports, that being the highest num- 
ber of any other report for which he had voted: 
And the printing of thirty thousand extra copies 
he thoaght useless and extravagant. 

_ Mr. FORSYTH rejoined in opposition to print- 
ing so large and useless a number, which he esti- 


mated would cost $17,500. Mr. F. didnot justify 
the borrowing of money by the department with- 
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out authority of law, but contended. that it was 
not without precedent in the history of the Govern- 
ment. Thattwo instances of the sort had occurred, ; 
which made two Presidents of the United States. 
Flealluded to a sum of $250,000 borrowed by Mr. 
Monroe, when Secretary of War, on the respon- 
sib:lity of that department, and remitted it to Gen- 
eral Jackson at New Orleans, at that important 
crisis which resulted in the victory of New Or- 
leans. Ele contended, however, that in both in- 
stances, the loans were for the use of the respective 
departments—but that a report of the sums bor- 
rewed should have been made to Congress. 

Before any question was taken on the motion to 

rint-- 

Oa motion of Mr. PRESTON, at five o’clock, 
~ The Senate adjourned. 


sco 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 10, 1834. 
The following resolution, offered by Mr. GAR- | 
LAND, by consent, was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Ofiice 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
expediency of establishing a post route from Ope- į 
‘Jousas, in the State of Louisiana, by the Bayou 
Rouge, and the Atchafalaya, to connect with the 
principal mail route from New Orleans to Natchez, 
at such point as may be deened most convenient | 
by the Postmaster General. 
The following resolution, also presented by Mr. 
GARLAND, was adopted: ¥ | 
Resolved, ‘Uhat the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making | 
an appropriauon for the purpose of replacing the | 
buoys that were placed on the coast of Louisiana, | 
to mark out the channel from the vicinity of the 
light-house on Point au ler into Atchafalaya bay, | 


which have been sunk or destroyed. |: 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. ILUBBARD moved that the resolution ji 


fixing the day of adjournment, returned by the 
Senate, with an amendment, be taken up. 

Mr. WILDE objected. 

*Mr. HUBBARD moved the suspension of the 
rules for the purpose. 

Mr. SPEIGHT suggested that there was no 
necessity for suspending the rules, as the resolu- 
tion wonld soon come up in order. | 

Mr. HUBBARD persisted in his motion; which 
was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate, which was sub- 
stituting the word “instant,” instead of © next,” 
in connexion with the 30ih of June, the day des- 
ignated as that on which the two Flouses should | 
adjourn, was then concurred in without a divi- į 


BION. it 


Mr. ASHLEY moved that the Committee of | 
the Whole be discharged from the consideration of ; 
the bill to establish an additional Jand office in, 
Missouri, and that it be brought into the House; | 
which was agreed to. . 

Mr. McINTIRE, from the Committee of Claims, : 
reported a bill for the relief of Daniel Homans; | 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, reported a bill from the Senate for the re- 
lief of the Roman Catholic Church at St. Louis, 
Missouri, with a recommendation that the same 
be rejected. Fhe bill was referred io the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. C. P. WHITE, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the 
construction cf three steam-batteries; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. PARKER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill establishing the ration for the Navy; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Coramittee of the Whole, 
to which was referred the bill authorizing a sub- 
acription to the stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, be discharged from the further considera- 
tion thereof, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Resolved, That the report and estimate of the 
cost of improving the chute through the Great 
Falls of the Ohio, be referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, and be printed. 


oT 
22 


| Robert Figg, J 


Mr. MERCER obtained permission to lay the 
following additional rule on the table: 

“When any motion is depending before the 
‘House, whether of the nature of an original reso- 
‘lation, @ bill, or an amendment thereof, it shall 
‘be in order for any member entitled to the floor 
‘to move ‘that the debate on such motion shall 
t cease;’ and if this motion be secondéd by a ma- 
t jority of the House, it shail be put without fur- 
‘ther debate; and if adopted by the House, the 
‘motion depending shall be put without further 
‘delay; provided that a call of the House may be 
‘moved prior to the final vote thereon.’”’ 

Mr. HEATH moved to suspend the rules, in 
order that the joint resolution authorizing a sub- 
scription to Barney’s Chart of Bulls of Exchange | 
be taken up. | 
The motion was negatived without a division. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON moved that the bill ex- 
tending the time for locating land warrants for ; 
military services during the late war be taken up. j 

The House having assented, the bill was read. | 

After a verbal amendment, made on suggestion | 
of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the biil was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Mr. VINTON presented an amendment, pro- 
viding for the suppression of lottery offices in the 
city of Washington, which he proposed to move 
when the bill prohibiting the issuing of small 
notes within the District shall come up; which he 
moved be laid on the table, and printed. 

KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The order of the day being the contested elec- 
tion, it was then taken up. 

The question was upon the amendment moved 
by Mr. Banks to the resolution reported by the 
Committee of Elections, as proposed to be amend- 
ed by Mr. Pops, as follows: 

Resolved, That the votes of A. Kavenaugh, Geo. 
Eliot, jr., Moses Bryant, John Shipman, Shelton 
Harris, John Fioyd, Jeremiah Anderson, Garrit 
Vorris, John D. Stone, M. B. Moseley, William 
Wooley, Cornelius Naves, James Moorman, 
ohn Cornett, and George Catlett, 
be stricken from Mr. Letcher’s poll, ithaving been 
proved that they were minors at the time of the 
election. 

Resolved, That the votes cf Wm. Quinn, John 
McCoy, and William Wright, who voted in Gar- 
rard and Lincoln counties; and of Greenbury Pey- 
ton and William Welsh, who voted in Jessamine 
county, and Elijah Carlton, who voted in Mercer 
county, be stricken from Mr. Letcher’s poll, it 
having been proved that they were not citizens of 
Kentucky at the time of the election. 

Resolved,. That the vote of Rowland Shields 
ought to be counted for Mr. Moore on the Lincoln 
poll book, it having been wrongfuily stricken off | 
by the judges of the election. | 

Resolved, That the vote of John Brady be taken 
from Mr. Letcher’s poll, and counted on that of 
Mr. Moore, on the ground that he had, in the 
first instance, bona fide, and without mistake, 
voted for Mr. Mocre. 

Mr. POPE proposed to modify his amendment 
by adding several names to those whom he pro- 
posed, by the amendment, to strike from the poll | 
of Mr. Letcher. 

Mr. BANKS, who was entitled to the floor 
when this subject was last under consideration, 
replied, in detail, to the argument heretofore made į 
by Mr. Pops in support of his amendment. 

Mr. P. DICKERSON said: Mr. Speaker, Ij 
must ask the indulgence of the House for but a 
few minutes, whilst I express my views of the 


‘subject now under discussion. It is now proposed | 
further to amend the original resolution by striking 
| out of the list of voters the names of some persons 


who are alleged to have been minors at the time of 


| the election. 1 shall vote against this amendment 


for the same reasons that I have heretofore voted 
against all the amendments which have been pro- 
osed, . i 

The object of the presentinquiry and discussion 
is to ascertain the person entitled to represent the 
fifth congressional district of Kentucky upon this 
floor. The result of that inquiry should be a reso- 
lution declaring the person entitled to the seat. 
The committee have reported such resolution, de- 


course of proceeding, and to all. precedents, no. 
proper amendment can be proposed to that resolu- 
tion, except to strike out the name of Mr. Moore; 
and insert that of Mr. Letcher. 1, therefore,have - 


erto been proposed, and shall continue ‘to vote 
against.all of a similar character that may be here- 
after proposed. : 

Before I can vote for an amendment to any res- 
olution, T must be first satisfied, not only that the 
| principle contained in the proposed amendment is 
correct, but that it is proper to add it, by way of 
| amendment, to the original resolution. . The term 
j amendment implies that the proposition proposed 
to be amended is imperfect, either in form or sub- 
siance. It cannot be pretended that the present 
resolution is defective in form; and if it be wrong 
in substance, it is in respect to the person named 
therein, and not otherwise. J, therefore, insist that 
no sufficient reason can be shown why the several 
amendments which have already been adopted, or 
that which ignow proposed, should be attached to 
the original resolution reported by the committee 
; in this case. : 

; Permit me to call the attention of the House to 
the form which their resolution, with the amend- 
ments, will present, when completed according to 
the present plan. The original resolution declares, 
that one of the candidates is entitled to his seat. 
This settles the questian fully and definitively, and 
concludes the whole subject. We shall then have, 
by way of amendment, a number of propositions 
containing the very matter which should be the 
| basis of the arguments in support of the original 
| resolutions, but which to my view appear entirely 
| misplaced when used as amendments to that res- 
| olution. 
| As to precedent, I have examined the Journals 
of the proceedings of this Flouse, from the form- 
ation of our Government to this time, and I believe 
| that no precedent can be found to justify the pres- 
i ent course of proceeding. In similar cases the 
! resolutions are almost all reported, and adopted in 
| the simplest form, declaring who is entitled to the 
seat. 
| I find, however, two cases in which efforts were 
made to attach to the resolution some qualification ` 
of a similar character to those now proposed. In 
the case of the contested election in 1807, between 
William McCreery and Joshua Barney of Mary- 
land, the Committee of Elections made a report in 
| these words: x : 

‘ Resolved, That Willian McCreery, having the 
< greatest number-of voles, and being duly qualified, 
| ‘agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, is 
' ‘entitled to his seat in this House.”’ f 

The Committee of the Whole House, after 
argument, struck out the words, ‘having: the 
greatest number of votes, and being duly qual- 
ified agreeably to the Constitution of the United 
States,” by a vote of 70 to 37. A motion was 
then made to insert the words, “ by having the 
qualifications prescribed by the laws of Mary- 
| land,” after the words William McCreery, but it 
was negatived by a vote of $2 to 8; and the resolu- 
tion, in its simple form, was adopted by a vote of 
88 to 18. In this case, the matter which was pro- 
posed by way of amendment, must have been 
true, and yet the House decided, and I think cor- 
rectly, that it should not form a part of the resolu- 
tion, nor be inserted by way of amendment to the 
sare. - 

A similar course was pursued in the case of 
Philip B. Key, of Maryland, whose election was 
contested by some of his electors in 1808. In that 
case the resclation reported was, “That Philip 
B. Key, having the greatest number of votes and 
being qualified agreeably to the Constitution of the 
United States, is entitled to his seatin this House.”” 
The House struck out the words ‘‘having the great- 
est number of votes,” &c., by a vote of 79 to 28, 
leaving the resolution in its most simple form, 
which was adopted by avoteof only 57to 52. These 


|| two cases show the practice in this House, and I 


think establish the true rule: that the resolution 
in such cases should express only the result of the 
investigation, and not the groands or arguments 
which have led to that result. These are my views 
| upon the subject, and such as have governed 
| my votes upon this occasion, But as it appears 
' that a majority of the House are disposed to adopt 


elaring that Thomas P. Moore is entitled to the 
seat. And Í contend that, according to the correct 


a different course, and in fact to argue this ques- 


voted against all the amendments which have hith- . . . 
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tion by taking the ayes and noes, I certainly do 
not feel disposed to interfere with their views. |! 
But I would respectfully submit, that a due respect 
to former precedents, and to the form of your res- 
olution, would require, that after the House shall 
have finished the discussion by taking the ayes and | 
noes upon the several proposed amendments, they |) 
will restore the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee to its original ‘simplicity of form, either by 
the operation of the previous question, or by such 
other course as may better suit the feelings of the 
House. . | 
Mr. HARDIN opposed the amendment by a 
few remarks. : 


Mr. POPE made a further explanation of his | 


obtain the question on the original resolution 
reported from the committee, as amended by the 
House. 

Mr. HUBBARD made some rem 
point of order. ` 

Mr. MANN, of New York, asked whether the 
Chair had decided that the previous question 
would not cut off the amendments which had been 
adopted. ° 

The Chair had so decided. 

Mr. MANN hoped, then, that the motion for 
the previous question would be withdrawn. 

Mr. LYTLE said he would withdraw it for the 
present. 3 

Mr. LANE withdrew the motion to postponed. 


arks on the 


views in offering the amendment, The House | 
having, by its former votes, gone behind the doings | 
of the committee in favor of one party, should give 
similar benefit to the other. For himself, he was | 
originally opposed to the course. But it having ! 
been adopted, the principle ought to be impartially 
applied. Mr. P. wentinto an explanation relative 
to the names containe 
ferring, in detail, to the printed test s 
concluded by modifying his amendment, by stri- 
king off three names contained in his amendment, 
as originally offered. 

Mr. MARSHALL, after some remarks, moved | 
to amend the amendment by striking off certain 
names from the poll of Mr, Moore. 

Mr. MOORE, of Virginia, suggested that the || 
question had better be taken first on the proposition | 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr. Pore.] 

After some conversation between Messrs. POPE, 
HARDIN, MARSHALL, and C. ALLAN, as 
to the mode of proceeding, 

Mr. MARSHALL withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, made some statements 
and explanations relative to the names of voters in 
the amendment. $ 

Mr. MOORE mentioned certain votes upon 
which he wished the question to be taken sepa- 


rately, 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, afteradverting to the late 
period of the session, the. press of important busi- 
ness, and the impossibility of arriving atany result 
this session, if we went on in this way, strongly 
urged the House to meet the question at once,and 
decide, from the facts before them, which of the 
claimants is entitled to the seat. 


imony. Mr. P.. 
d 
| 
f 


ji 
te 
it 
i! 


Mr. BURGES suggested that if the previous || 


question was resorted to, we should have to decide, 
without further investigation, whether Mr. Letcher 
was elected by a majority of twelve votes or not. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania did not prob- 
ably intend to invite the H 
in, and it would be still more extraordinary if he 
wished them to vote for Mr. Moore. 

Mr. FOSTER wished, he said, to decide the | 
question to-day, and he would sit here, with a 
majority of the House, till midmight for that pur- 


pose. Let us, said he, appoint two tellers, and take || 


the question on each individual vote. In this way 
we could ascertain who was elected. We could | 
-notvote upon all the names in mass. That would 
be to guess at a result. iy 
Mr. SU 
support of his previous suggestions. 
Mr. MARSHALL submitted a substitute for 


the proposition of Mr. Pors, including in the sub- |; 


stitute the several names proposed to be excepted | 
by himself and by his colleague, {Mr. Pors.] 


Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the readiest || 
mode of arriving at a correct result would be to |i 


take the question upon each name separately. 
Mr. LANE said, it was perfectly apparent that 
we might go on till the end of the session with this 
discussion, without obtaining a decision of-the | 
question. As few gentlemen appeared now to be 
prepared to act on this subject, he moved the post- 
ponement of its further consideration tillto-morrow 
week. 
Mr. 


an extent which must satisfy any one tbat the |] 
House, having left the principles of the committee, i 
will take at least three months before they arrive | 
ata conclusion. Believing that the House was as | 
well prepared now as it would ever be to decide | 


i The question being the 


d in his proposition, by re- |: 
P. | Kavenaugh from the poll of Mr. Lurcucr was 


ouse to vote Mr. Letcher || 


4 


LYTLE said, the discussion had gone to $ 
q 


| 198, yeas 85. 


The question then being on the substitute of- 
fered by Mr. MARSHALL, 

Mr, M 
| and offer i 
! propositio 


t in paragraphs, as amendments to the 
n of his colleague, [Mr. Pore.] 

n on Mr. Pore’s amend- 
! ment, it was taken separately on each name. 
The question on striking off the name of A. 


| taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the afirm- 
ative—yeas 151, nays 50. 
| The names of George Elliott, jr., Moses Bryant, 
| John Shipman, and L. Harris, were also severally 
stricken off. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays 
on striking off the name of John Floyd, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 48, nays-143. 
The question was then taken on striking off the 
name of Jeremiah Anderson. 
After some observations by Messrs. HARDIN, 


| FILLMORE, LANE, 8. JONES, MERCER, J. 
HARPER, VINTON, McKINLEY, and GIL- |; 


MER, . 
Mr. LYTLE moved the previous question. 
Mr. HUBBARD inquired what was the main 
question, and whether it was divisible. 
The CHAIR stated the main question to be 


; upon the adoption of the resolutions reported by 


the Committee of Elections, as amended by the 
|-House, and explained how far it was divisible. 

The previous question was not seconded—yeas 
100, nays 102. 

Mr. BURGES moved the House adjourn, but, 
| on the yeas and nays being ordered, he withdrew 
| the motion. f 

Mr. ANTHON Yrenewed the motion to adjourn, 
| on which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The motion was lost—yeas 66, nays 145. 

Mr. S. JONES demanded the yeas and nays on 
| striking out the name of Anderson; which were 
ordered. 


92, nays 103. 

The previous question was again demanded by 
| Mr. LYTLE. 

Mr. McKENNAN inquired whether, if the 
previous question was sustained, it would bein 
order to substitute the name of R. P. Letcher for 
that of T. P. Moore in the resolution. 

The CHAIR explained that, if the House neg- 


to theseat, it would be competent to offer another 
| declaring Mr. Letcher entitled to it. 

The call for the previous question was sustained 
—yeas 105, nays 96. ý 

Mr. MARSHALL moved a call of the House. 

Mr. HARDIN demanded the yeas and nays on 
| that question. 

The call was ordered—yeas 119, nays 85. 

Two hundred and sixteen members answered to 
their names. 

Mr. WARD moved the suspension of the call. 

Mr. HARDIN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WARD then withdrew his motion. 

The call then proceeded. 
- After various members had been excused, 

Mi MANN moved the call be suspended; on 
which- 


j 
4 
} 
i 
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which were ordered. 
The suspension of the call was carried—yeas | 


The question, “ Shall the main question be now | 


the question, he called for the previous question. 

Mr. WILDE asked what would be the effect of |! 
the previous question, N 
- The CHAIR stated that the effect would be to li 


ut?” was propounded. 

Mr. HARDIN moved that the House adjourn, 
and demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 


s 


ARSHALL said he would withdraw it, | 


The motion to strike out was negatived—yeas |i 


i atived the resolution declaring Mr. Moore entitled | 
THERLAND made a few remarks in || 


Mr. HARDIN called for the yess and nays; |; 


The motion to adjourn was negatived: Yeas 59, 
nays 152. 

Mr. MERCER moved to reconsider the vote 
he had given to strike out sundry votes from the 
| poll of Mr. Letcher. 
| The CHAIR decided the motion was not in 
‘| order, the House having sustained the previous 
| question, which was a higher order of privileged 
; questions. . 

: Mr. MERCER appealed from the decision of 

: the Chair, and supported his appeal at length. 

! Mr. W. R. DAVIS inquired whether the vote, 

the reconsideration of which was moved, had been 

given before or after the previous question was 

: moved. 

| The CHAIR said, the vote was given before the 

! previous question was moved. 

Mr. E. EVERETT asked for the reading of the 

| 41st rule; which was done accordingly. 

(| Mr. CLAY supported the decision of the Chair, 

‘and called for the reading of the 35th rule of the 

| House; which was read. 

| Mr. LYTLE made some remarks, which were 

| replied to by Mr. MERCER. 

The question was further debated by Messrs. 

‘WILDE, THOMAS, VINTON, SPEIGHT, 

| FOSTER, LYTLE, and McKENNAN; when 

Mr. MERCER withdrew the motion to recon- 

| sider and his appeal. 

| Mr. McKENNAN asked if it was in order to 

i call the attention of the House to the fact that, 

| according to the amendments adopted by the 

` House, Robert P. Letcher had a majority of the 

| votes, and was therefore elected, 

| The CHAIR pronounced that it was not in 

| order. i 

The reading of the resolutions as amended was 

| called for, and they were reed. 

| Mr. MARSHALL asked that the statements 

! of the deductions from votes, &c., should be read 

i from the report of the Committee of Elections. 

| (Loud cries of order.] 

| The CIIAIR decided that it was not in order, 

| as it was in the nature ofan argument. | 

Mr. MARSHALL appealed from the decision 
the Chair. = 

| The question being taken on the appeal, th 

| decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The question then being, “ Shall the main ques- 

i tion be now put?” it was taken by yeas and nays, 

` and determined in the negative—yeas 108, nays 


12. 
Mr. ILARDIN moved the House adjourn; 
which was carried. 
The House then adjourned. 


| of 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, June 11, 1834. 


Mr. EWING presented the petition of Ralph 
Vanhorn, of Indiana, a mail contractor, complain- 
ing that the department has not paid him the sum 
due for carrying the mail; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting held in Crawford county, Pennsyl- 
| vania, recommending a restoration of the depos- 
: ites to the Bank of the United States, repudiating 
the right of the President to send a protest to the 
|| Senate; complaining of the Executive’s renomina- 
| ting bank directors who had been rejected; re- 
' monstrating against the withholding nominations; 
condemning the course of the President in refusing 
to hold interviews with committees of.the people; 
and finding fault that no legislative course of ac- 
tion to settle the currency has been proposed. 
The proceedings were referred to the Committee 
: on Finance, and ordered to be printed.- 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Han- 
nah Grubbs; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. PRESTON presented resolutions adopted 
ata meeting of citizens of Chester District, South 
Carolina, recommending a restoration of the de- 
posites to the Bank of the United States, and 
disapproving of the protest of the President lately 
sent to the Senate. The resolutions were referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


REPORTS. 


. Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
' Land Claims, reported a bill, without amendment, 


ve 
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from the House of Representatives, confirming 
certain land claims in the district of St. Stephens, 
in Alabama; which was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. SMITE], from the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Elizabeth Scott; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Aflairs, reported a bill for the relief of Captain 
Wiiliam Monroe; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Captain 
James Hamilton, which, agreeably to instructions, 
he moved should be indefinitely postponed; which | 
was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the petition of Edward Blake; 
whien was concurred in. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Susan 
Marlow; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. : 

Also, a bill for the relief of Samuel Smith and 
others, upon which the same order was taken. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the} 
Library, reported a resolution for the distribution 
of the Diplomatic Correspondence; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr, BIBB, all the erders were 
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the report of the select committee | 
relative to the election of 


g 
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 


The question being on the adoption of the 
amendment reported by the select-committee in 
lieu of the resolution submitted by Mr. Bigs at 
the commencement of the session— | 

Mr. BIBB said it was his desire to avoid dis- || 
cussion upon the subject. The session was far 
advanced, and he thought the minds of gentlemen | 
must be made up in relation to it. 

Mr. FORSYTH asked that the resolution and 
amendment might be read; which was done. 

Mr. LEIGH made a few observations in oppo- |} 
sition to any consideration of this subject at this 
time. He thought the proposed amendment in || 
the system of choosing a President and Vice Presi- 
dent would be productive of much more confusion į 
and inconvenience than the present. Almost every 
State in the Union had the vanity to think that | 
some one of its citizens was qualified for the office 
of President of the United States, and the conse- 
quence would be that each State would have its 
candidate, and those of the largest States would 
invariably have the best prospects of success. He |; 
thought the system of management which pre- | 
vailed to some extent, would fall into the hands 
of the small politicians instead of the large ones, 
if the amendment prevailed, and he preferred its 


being in the hands of the large politicians, ifit must |) 


exist at all. He thought this subject of the most 
magnitude and importance, and requiring delib- 
erate investigation and discussion, for which there 
was not sufficient time at the presentsession. He 
hoped it might be permitted to lie on the table, and 
be brought forward early in the next session. | 

Mr. BIBB remarked that this subject, with a | 
view of preventing the election of a President | 
from going into the House of Representatives, had 


agitated the country since 1816. it was now seitled || 
that the machinery of electors was boih useless i 
and cumbersome, preventing the separation of the |; 


question of President from that of Vice President. 
At present the election of both was in the hands of 
ihe petty politicians of the country, and he thought 
the proposed system would place it in the hands 
of the people themselves. He thought the objec- 
tion that each State would have its own candidate, | 
under the new system, ought to be abandoned. He | 
admitted there were many distinguished men in || 
the several States who might be thought worthy j, 
of elevation to the Presidency; but he had so mach i 
respect for the opinions of the people, that be: 
believed they would perceive who were the most || 
prominent candidates before them, and that they | 
would generally choose from them. His great i! 
object in pressing this resolution at this time was, |; 
that the proposed amendment might be acted on} 


I 


iL small States to vote in the House of Represent- 


| the representative, and not to the State; for the 


| gress to decide upon the amendment; that was to 


| Congress merely referred the amendment to them 


' decide; and that all a member had to decide was, 
‘| whether he was willing that his State should 


by the respective State Legislatures, and, if ap- 
proved of by the requisite number, the amendment 
might be made before the next presidential elec- 
lion, and thus avoid any recurrence to the House 
of Representatives to effect a choice at that time. 

Mr. BENTON explained the proposition. It 
contained three points. 1. To_refer the election 
of President and Vice President to a direct vote of 
the people. 2. To take the election out of the 
House of Representatives. 3. To abolish thegen- 
eral ticket system, and introduce a uniform system 
of districts. ; 

He said that the theory of the Constitution had 
failed wjth respect to the electors. They were in- 
tended to choose the Presidentand Vice President, 
and to folfow their own will in the choice. This 
theory had failed. Electors now had no choice. 
They were pledged to particular candidates, and 
could not vote otherwise without treachery to a 
sacred trust. They had become, therefore, a use- 
less piece of machinery, which might do harm, 
but could do no good. In the election of Vice 
President, these electors must sometimes obstruct 
the will of a part of the people. Lt would happen 
in the case where two voters agreed about the 
President, but disagreed about the Vice President. 
They must both vote for the same elector to 
secure their choice for the first office; the elector 
could only represent one of them in voting for the 
second office. 

The two other principles, Mr. B. said, depended | 
upon one another. They rested on compromise. 
The great States complained of the equal right of 
the small ones in the House of Representatives; 
and the smal] ones complained of the general ticket 
system, which enabled the majority in a great | 
State to press the minority into their service, and 
make them vote against their choice, and thus 
overwhelm the small States with masses, which 
masses might contain many votes which would 
be given to the candidate supported by the small 
States, if the voters were free, under the dis- | 
trict system, to support whom they pleased. In | 
yielding to this compromise, each class of States 


gained an object dear toit, and parted with a right. | 


more specious than valuable. The right of the 


atives was an illusion. Fn practice it belonged to 


State had no way to enforce her will or to recall 
the vote of her representative, if given contrary to 
her will. The general ticket system was unfriendly 
to the rights of the people; it enabled the majority 
to impress the votes of the minority, and that 
ought to condemn it in a country of equal rights. 

Mr. B. explained the nature of the proposition 
to amend the Constitution. He considered it a 
mere question of reference. lt was not for Con- 


be done by the State Legislatures, and the vote of 


for their adoption or rejection, He thought that 
members should not be reluctant to make these 
references, seeing that they were not laws binding | 
upon the people, but propositions for the people to | 


decide upon the amendment for itself, he being one 


Mr. B. explained the practical operation of the | 
amendment. It provided fora second election by 
the people if the first failed. He presumed there | 
would be frequently two elections, and that the 
first one would operate as a nomination, and would 
propose the real candidate for the actual election. 
‘Thus the people were to meet in Aug 
for President and Vice President. If no one had 
a majority of the whole number, then a second į 
election would take place in November or Decem- 
ber between those having the two highest num- | 
bers. Mr. B. said that the first or preliminary | 
election would stand in place of the caucuses and | 
conventions now used for nominating presidential 
candidates, and would supersede those caucuses | 
and conventions. It wouid evable the people 
themselves to propose the candidates—to make the 
nominations—and afterwards make the election 
out of these nominations. In answer to the sug- | 
gestions of the Senator from Virginia, over the | 
way, [Mr. Lereu,]} that the large States would 
always have ihe foremost on the list, Mr. B. said 


usnstand vo | Georgia, Morris, Shepley, Talimadge, White, 


| 


É 

there would be danger of that consequence if the ; 
general ticket system prevailed; but the amend- 
ment proposed the district. system,and it would be 
difficult for any eminent man to obtain: the vote ` 
of every district in his State. x AEE 

_ Mr. B. was anxious for a-vote upon the propo- 
sition. It was the oldest subject before the House, 
for it stood No. 1 on the Calendar, It was an old © 
subject before the people, and it was probable that 
the public mind was now ready to decide it. If 
referred to the people now and adopted, it will be 
in time for the next presidential election, and will 
supersede the necessity for a caucus or a conven- 
tion. He thought the two Houses of Congress 
could not open it at once and without formal de- 
bate. Whoever was agreed to the principles might 
concur in the details, for they had been well di- 
gested. They were the work of two committees, 
one an extraordinary committee of nine members, 
from which it was first reported; the other, the 
select committee of five members to whichait had 
been referred by the order of the Senate, and which 
had reéxamined it, and had given the present 
details the sanction of their approval. Mr. B. 


| believed that the details and the phraseology were 
| as perfect as could be made; and thatevery mem- 


ber who was in favor of the principles, or rather 
every member who was willing to give his con- 
stituents an opportunity of voting upon these prin- 
ciples, might safely adopt it. . 

Mr. TYLER was in favor of laying this subject 
on the table.* He preferred the original proposi- 
tion for which this substitute of the select com- 
mittee was proposed as an amendment. He pre- 
ferred it because this provided for dispensing with 
the whole district system, and provided for the 
exercise, in its fullest force, in each State, of the 
general ticket system, This proposition, however, 
| divided the whole of the United States into dis- 
tricts; it broke up all the boundary lines of the 
States; and the consequence was, that we must 
| vote by districts. He concluded by moving to lay 
the whole subject on the table; which was agreed 


to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department, relative 
to one of the land districts in Alabama; which, on - 
motion of i 

Mr. POINDEXTER, was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Public Lands. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being the motion made by Mr. 
| SOUTHARD to print 30,000 copies of the re- 
ports of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. ; en 

A protracted and desultory debate ensued upon 
the proposition to print 30,000 copies of the re- 


i! ports of the majority and minority of the Commit- 


tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, in which 


il Messrs. WEBSTER, GRUNDY, HILL, CLAY- 
TON, LEIGH, SOUTHARD, BIBB, FOR- 


SYTH, EWING, KNIGHT, SPRAGUE, 
SHEPLEY, MANGUM, BROWN, and WIL- 
KINS, participated. 

The question being taken on Mr. WRIGHTS 


| request, by yeas and nays, was determined in the 


of the people to make the decision himself at the i affirmative by the following vote, to wit: 


|| final question. 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 


i| bers, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, 


Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Naudain, 
Poindexter, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, 
Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, . 
Tyler, Webster—26. 

NWA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- 
syth, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, King of 


Wilkins, Wright—14. 
The Senate, at a quarter before nine’ o’elock, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepyespay, June 11, 1834. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Jacob Ireland. 
Read twice and committed. - 

Mr. GILLET reported a bill to provide for the 
seizure and sale of property imported in violation 
| of the laws of the United States. Read twice and 
' committed. 


June 11, 
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¿© Mr. MITCHELL, on leave given, presented 
‘additional evidence in support of the claim of 


Adam Smith, for work and labor donevon the 


_Cumberlapd road, west of the Muskingum river; | 


and on motion, had the original papers recommit- 
ted.to the Committee of Claims. 
` Mr. WATMOUGE obtained the consent of the 
' House to submit a resolution setting apart Friday 
and Saturday next for the consideration of the 
naval pay bill. 

Mr. VANCE thought, hesaid, we should scarce- 
ly have time at this session to attend to the appro- 
priation bills; but, if we should pass the bill regu- 
lating the pay of the navy, to the exclusion of all 

_other business, there would aot be time for the 
Senate to act upon it. * 

Mr. GILLET objected to the motion. 

Mr. LOVE moved to amend the resolution, by 
adding, “and the bill to reorganize the Marine 
Corps.” 

Ongmotion of Mr. MARDIS, the resolution was 
laid on the table. 


Mr. WAYNE moved a suspension of the rule, || 


in order to take up the resolution for distributing 


copies of the census. of 1830 among those men- |! 
bers who have not rectived them; which was |: 


agreed to, 

The resolution referred to was taken up and 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the resolation re- 
cently submitted by him, cailing for certain infor- 
mation from the War Department, was taken up 
and agreed to. ; 

The House proceeded, by consent, to the consid- 
eration of the resolution moved by Mr. LYON, 
on the 10th of April, calling for iniormation rela- 
tive to the longitude and latitude of several places 
in the vicinity of the northern boundary of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois; and the said 
_resolution being read, was agreed to. 

The bills from the Senate, lying on the Speaker’s 
‘table, were severally read and referred. 

The bill from the Senate, to fix the northern 
boundary line of Ohio, had its first reading. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, moved to postpone the 
consideration of the bill till Thursday next, and to 
make it the special order of the day for that day. 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan, objected to this mo- 
«tion, and hoped the bill would take the regular 
course. He moved its reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, opposed at length the 
reference to the committee, as unnecessary, and 
hazarding the passage of the bill at this session, to 
the great injury of the interests of Ohio. 

Mr. LYON rose to reply, but his remarks were 
overruled by the Chair, who announced the spe- 
cial order of the day, the 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port from the Committee of Elections on the elec» 
tion contested between Robert P. Letcher and 


‘Thomas. P. Moore. The question being on the | 


amendment moved by Mr. Fore to the resolution 
reported from the committee. 

Mr. McKINLEY said it was out of the question 
that the whole of this session should be given up 
to this subject, however important it might be to 
the State and the individuals concerned. We must 
take up. the subject with a determination to get. 
through with it, in order to attend to some other 
business. Ifit was not finished to-day, he should 


move the postponement of its further consideration | 


to Wednesday next. 


Mr. HARDIN moved to amend the amendment | 
of Mr. Porz, by striking off certain names from | 


the poll of Mr. Moore, and inserting the names 
previous to those in Mr. Popg’s amendment. 

The CHAIR decided that the proposition was 
not in order, as it was not in effect so much an 
amendmentto the pending amendment, asa motion 
to exclude the balance of the amendment from 
consideration. 

After some remarks from Mr. FOSTER, 

Mr. HARDIN withdrew his motion. 

The question being on striking from Mr. Letch- 
er’s poll the name of Gerrit Vorris, it was taken 
and determined in the affirmative. 

The question was taken on. striking off the 


name of John D. Stone, and decided in the nega- | 


uve. 


ii negative. : 

The question being on striking off the name of 
James Moorman, it was decided in the nega- 
tive. ý 
| ‘The question being on striking off the last name 


i| amendment— 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend the amend- 
i| ment by striking off several names from the poll 
|| of Mr. Moore, they being, as.he contended, proved 
|i to be minors. 

I| ‘The question then being taken on striking off 
i| the name of Robert Figg, it was agreed to. 

il Mr. GILLET, with a view, he said, to save 
‘time and bring the subject to a close, moved a 
i| substitute for the resolution and amendments, 
li striking out the resolution and amendments and 
‘inserting, that , of the fifth congressional 
|| district of Kentucky, is elected to a seat in this 
i| House. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion was not 


r. 
. SPEIGHT supported the decision of the 
Chair. i 

Mr. GILLET withdrew the appeal, intimating 

ii that when the amendments under consideration 
i| were disposed of, he should renew his motion. 
‘| The question then being on striking from the 
i poll of Mr. Moore certain names embraced in the 
il amendment of Mr. MaArsHaiL, the following 
li names were severally stricken off: Richmond 
‘| West, Archibald Gordon, Anthony Long, and 
| Joseph Henley. 

The question was taken upon striking out the 
name of David B. Hughes, after considerable dis- 
cussion, and was determined in the negative: Yeas 
72, nays 105. 


{| occasioned. For the purpose of putting an end 
to the difficulty in which the House was involved, 
he offered a resolution declaring the election for 
the fifth congressional district of Kentucky to be 
void, for irregularity and uncertainty, and direct- 
ing a new election to be held. 

The CHAIR (occupied temporarily by Mr. 
Srricur) decided the resolution to be not in or- 


er. 
Mr. MILLER inquired whether it would be in 
order to postpone the resolution and amendments 
now before the House, and take up this resolu- 


tion. 

The CHAIR decided it would not be in order. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether a motion to lay 
| the resolution and amendments on the table would 
li be in order. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE made that motion. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved a call of the House. 

Mr. WISE then withdrew his motion. 

The question was then taken on striking off the 
name of H. N. florine; which was carried—yeas 
116, nays 38. 

Of Joshua Grimes; which was negatived, with- 
out a division. 

Of H. H. Thurman; which, after along discus- 
sion, was negatived—62 to 67. 

The question then recurred upon the second 
branch of Mr. Pors’s amendment, striking off the 
names of certain voters from the poil of Mr. 
Letcher, on account of non-residence. 

The first name, (that of William Quinn,) after 
the reading of the testimony, the House refused 
| to strike off. 

The House also refused to strike off the name 
of John McCoy. 

The question was then on striking off the name 
of Greenbury Peyton, which was agreed to; and 
of William Welsh, which was negatived. 
| Mr. MARSHALL then moved to amend the 
above part of Mr. Popn’s amendment, by adding 
certain names to be stricken from Mr. Moore’s poll, 
for non-residence. 

Mr. McKAY rose and said it was evident that 
it was now time to bring this subject to a close, as 
we had spent a long time upon it, and still seemed 
to have no prospect of arriving at a result, For 
several days past we had been engaged in the 


|! (Robert Figg) in the first resolution of Mr. Popr’s | 


Mr. WISE had taken no part in the contest, || 
il and had become sick of the delay which it had | 


Were members 
He thought not. He 
voted against the admission of the students; the 
i House voted otherwise. Must he be bound to 
vote for Letcher because the House had made 
l! that decision? Certainly not. Each member was 
| bound to decide upon the case according to his 
view of the whole. He moved to commit the 
report‘of the committee, with all the amendments, 
ito the Committee of the Whole House, with 
instructions to report a resolution declaring that 
the election of representative to Congress, 1n the 
i fifth congressional district of Kentucky, in Au- 
gust, 1833, is void, from uncertainty and irregu- 
larity, and that neither of the claimants is entitled 
|, to a Seat. 
|| Mr. E. EVERETT made some objection to the 
reception of the motion, on a point of order. 
The CHAIR decided that the motion was in 


order. 

Mr. HARDIN wished the question on the mo- 
tion to be taken in a full House; and he therefore 
moved a cal! of the House; which was ordered. > 

After the call had been proceeded in for some 
time, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was directed to notify 
i the absentees. . 

Mr. DAVENPORT moved to suspend all 
farther proceedings in the call, in order to admit 
the absentees at the door; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILDE moved that all further proceeding 
|} in the call be suspended; which was agreed to. 
|| The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. 
|i McK AY, it was modified by the mover so as to 
|! commit the subject to the Committee of the Whole 
i House, with instructions to report a resolution 
i requiring a new election to be held in the fifth 
| congressional district of Kentucky, it being im- 
i| possible for the House to determine who was 
|| elected at the election held in August last. 
| Mr. GILMER opposed the motion. He did not 
conceive that there was any difficulty in ascertain- 
i| ing which of. the claimants received a majority of 
| qualified votes. He was at a loss to discover the 
i| uncertainty, in this case, which was talked of, 
|! Mr. Letcher came bere with forty-nine more votes 
than Mr. Moore, and there could be no uncer- 
| tainty until forty-nine votes were stricken from Mr. 
i Letcher’s poll. There was informality, no doubt, 
in the manner in which some of the votes were 
| taken, but not such informality as justified us in 
excluding the votes. According to his calculation, 
Mr. Letcher had a majority of thirty votes, after 
excluding the nineteen-votes taken on the second 
day in Garrard county, and two students wha 
were not citizens of Kentucky. 

Mr. WISE said he should vote for the proposi- 
tion, The irregularity and informality of the pro- 
ceedings, during the election, could only be equalled 
by the irregularity and informality of the course 
f which had been adopted by the House, We were 
| now precisely where the case had originally start 
| ed, excepting that the House had decided that a 
li few votes should, and a few others should not, bs 
|| counted for the respective candidates. One of th- 
i! candidates alleges that there are no poll-books 
before the House, and the gentleman from Georgia 
| [Mr. Grier] alleges that by the poll-books, Mr. 
Letcher has a prima facie majority of forty-nine. 
i! Has the House been willing to receive the prima 
i facie evidence on either side? The case has been 
sent to a committee of the House, who had report- 
jed the result of a most laborious examination. 
‘The House had neither ratified nor confirmed that 
result. If the principles adopted by the committee 
were carried out, with all deductions which seemed 
to be reasonable, Mr. Moore has a majority of 
twelve or thirteen votes. On the other hand, 
taking the copies of the books produced by Mr. 
Letcher, and making the necessary deductions, 
there was about a similar majority for that candi 
date. For himself, he felt perfectly indifferens 
upon the question. He had entered into no party 
feelings on the subject. From the commencement 
he had been of opinion that the election should be 
sent back, and he would take upon him to say, 
that any moment, when the friends of either can- 
didate thought he was in danger, they would have 
been ready to have given their support to this 
proposition. . 

Mr. CLAYTON opposed the motion to commit, 
il Had the Sheriff of Lincoln county done his duty, 


l i : by eee ss 
examination of individual votes. 


l| bound by these votes? 
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regular certificate. Mr. C. made some comments 
upon the remark of Mr. McKay, that he did not 
feel bound by the votes which had been decided 
by the Eiouse. We had gone through on one 
side, and we ought now to go through the other, 
He was willifg to meettheresult. We now ought 
to go through the other. He would cheerfully 
acquiesce in the result. 

Mr. ANTHONY said he had hitherto been a 
listener to the discussion which had grown out of 
this contest, and would ask the indulgence of the 
House, while he stated his accordance with the 
views of the gentleman from North Carolina, as 
he had been for some time Convinced of the im- 
practicability of coming to a satisfactory conclu- 
sion upon the large mass of contradictory testi- 
mony which had been taken in this case. He 
sated that there were upwards of eleven hundred 
pages before him, out of which the conclusion was 
to be drawn who was entitled to the seat; that the 
majority on either side was not contended to be 
amore than ten ora dozen votes; the evidence was so 
doubtful and conflicting, that he had found it utter- 
ly impossible to satisfy his mind, without neglect- 
ing those other,important duties which devolved 
on him as a representative. F'rom the manner in 


which other members had voted upon several | 


questions relating to the matter, it was obvious 
that many were in a similar situation. 

The immense mass of testimony compelled gen- 
tlemen to'take the facts, to a certain extent, upon 
trust; they had to rely upon the faith which they 
had in the statements of those who had examined 
the evidence, and although it might with propriety 
be said that “ faith without works is dead, being 
alone,” yet he candidly appealed to other gentle- 
men to say whether they had carefully read these 
1100 pages, so thatthey were enabled to determine 
who was legally and duly elected a member of the 
firth congressional district of Kentucky, or whether 
they had pinned their faith on the sleeves of the 
Committee of Elections on the one side, and on 
certain members who attentively considered the 
subject on the other? 

T'he honorable gentleman from Georgia had re- 
marked, that the questions in dispute were matters 
of law, and not of fact. To a certain extent he 
was correct, but many questions involved in the 
decision were of complicated doubtful facts, about 
which there was a variety of evidence on both 
sides, and it was extremely difficult to arrive at 
the truth. ° 

He admitted the propriety of counting the votes 
taken at the Garrard poll before ten o’clock on the 
first day and during the absence of the sheriff on 
the second, when he was attending to the highest 
of all earthly duties, the sick bed of a dying wife, 
was a question of law, which did not involve any 
controverted facts; yet the votes of the students at 
Danville college, the Salvisa votes, as wellas those 
of minors, non-residents, &c., which had occupied 
the House for some days, were no more or less 
than sheer questions of fact; and until members 
agreed on the fact, it was impossible to determine 
the law in such cases. It was only necessary, in 
order.to show how difficult it was to arrive ata 
just conclusion, to state, that on the preposition to 
deprive Mr. Letcher of nineteen votes,given du- 
ring the sheriff’s absence on the second day, the 
gentleman from Georgia was in a small minority; 
and yet that gentleman was willing to take the 
opinion of the House on that point, and forego his 


own; because, as he said, it was a question of law. | 
For his part, he agreed that in law, the rule stare ` 


decisis should usually prevail; but in this case, he 
would vote according to the best of his judgment 
on every question made, and would not consent 
that a majority of the House should, by their de- 
cision on isolated points, control the ultimate vote 
he might give. : 

Mr. A. said 
does, the right of suffrage, 


© 


be altogether discarded. 


7 . 


that on a question involving, as this 

party feelings ought to 
That so far as he knew 
himself, he could conscientiously declare that he 
was influenced by no such feelings; and he had 
voted to give Mr. Letcher the votes taken in Lan- 
caster before ten o’clock, and those given in the 
absence of the sheriff. Fle had voted against the 
admission of those which were given by the col- 
lege students; yet he was free to acknowledge that 
he had some doubt as to the correctness of all the 


æ 


t 


‘| 


| Kay as an unconstitutiona 


Whether in the majority or the minority, he had 
always found himself among gentlemen of high 
legal attainments, eminent talents, and in every 
repect much better qualified to decide than him- 
self. 

_ Such being his situation, he was perfectly 
indifferent whether Mr. Moore or Mr. Letcher 
obtained his seat; he had no predilections to grat- 
ify; they were both gentlemen of the highest 


Should the 


unprejudiced by this investigation. Mr. Letcher, 
on the one hand, would have the *‘ prima facie”’ 


| evidence in his favor, of which he was deprived 
: by the improper and highly exceptionabie conduct 
of the deputy sheriff of Lincoln. 
| other hand, Mr. Moore would have the report of 


While on the 


the Committee of Elections in his behalf, and 
which every gentleman of this House will admit 


| afforded a strong presumption that he was duly 


elected, after the long time and assiduous atten- 
tion that talented and respectable committee had 
devoted to the investigation. 

Mr. A. said that the session was now drawing 
rapidly to a close; we had but a few days before 


f us, and were we to proceed in canvassing all the 


contested votes, when would this matter end? We 


| had much important business indispensable to be 
| acted on, and little more than two weeks remained. 


W ould it not, he asked, be the fairest, the safest, 


i the most correct course, to send back the election 
; to the people—the source of all power? They are 
| capable, they are doubtless willing, to settle this 


controversy. That congressional district can gain 


' little or nothing by either of those gentlemen taking 
his seat for the few remaining days of this session. 
| If they return home to their constituents, the qual- 


ified voters will decide between them, and this 
House will be spared the necessity of deciding a 


very doubtful character. ; 

Mr. A., in conclusion, observed, that if a major- 
ity of the members believed they understood this 
case thoroughly, and were prepared to decide it. 
he would be perfectly satisfied that they should 
reject the proposition now before the House; but 
if, like himself, they could not come to a satisfac- 
tory conclusion in their own minds who was duly 
elected, the proper course, in his opinion, was to 
declare the election void, for uncertainty and irreg- 
ularity, and to let the people of the fifth congres- 
sional district determine who should be their rep- 
resentative. 

If he were compelled to decide the main ques- 
tion, although he would do it with great reluctance, 
ag it was so intricate as even to puzzle a Philadel- 
phia lawyer, yet he would not shrink from the per- 
formance of that duty, according to the best light 
which he had before him. He would not say that 
he should be guided in his vote by the report of 
the committee; but certainly, as it came from a 
standing committee of this House, who had been 
clected Tor their talents, their industry, their re- 
spectability, and impartiality, it was entitled to 
great consideration. 

Hoping, however, that he would be spared the 
necessity of a decision between those honorable 
gentlemen, he should have no hesitation to send 
them home, and leave this vexed, this intricate, 


this perplexing and uncertain question, to the ; 
: determination of their constituents. 


Mr. MANN moved the House adjourn, which 
e immediately withdrew. 
Mr. ADAMS regarded 
] proposition—as the 
House was made the judge of the election of its 
members. The House could not constitutionally 
evade the question. It must judge of the election. 
The proceedings of the Committee of Elections, 
as well as the House, have gone on the ground 
that an election has been made. Most of the 
principles introduced have been settled. If the 


; respectability, and stood on an equal footing; | 
: either of them, he had no doubt, would do honor 

_ to themselves as well as the district. 
; resolution of the member from North Carolina 
: prevail, the candidates would return to the district 


| question, which, to say the least of it, is one of a | 


the motion of Mr. Me- | 


House should go a little further, there will be no 
difficulty. Instead of sending it to the Committee’. 
of the Whole, with instructions, he hoped. the 
House would ‘sit until- it decided whether. Mr. 
Letcher or Mr, Moore is entitled to the seat.: © w 

Mr, McKINLEY said it was. true the House. - 
was to judge of the election of its members; but it 
cannot be said that this House isa. court and must 
be governed by the rules of a court of justice. In 
giving his final vote he could not be controlled by 
the decisions which had been made bythe House 
upon individual cases. He was responsible for 
his own vote, What the result would be upon a 
computation founded on the decisions of the 
House, he could not say; but he could say that he 
was very much dissatisfied with some of the decis- 
ions, and he believed that most gentlemen were 
in the same situation. We have had questions of 
non-age, upon which decisions diametrically oppo- 
site have been made. Almost every principle 
which had been recognized had been contradicted 
by other votes of the House. We had undertaken 
to be governed by the Jaws and constitution of 
Kentucky. 

But the application of the principles of the laws 
and constitution of Kentucky had been ridiculed, 
and we have been told that we should only regard 
the rules of substantial justice. The great ques+ 
tion in -his mind was, Will the decision of the 
House do justice to the candidates and to the 
people? That had been his desire from the be- 
ginning. He was willing to send the subject back 
to the people, and would be contented with their 
decision. 

Mr. BINNEY supposed this would be the 
closing argument, which was his apology for a few 
remarks. After spending many days upon this 
subject, it is now proposed for the House to say 
that it has found a decision of the case impracti- 
cable. Every gentleman who votes in the affirm- 
ative so says to himself, though he has been called 
on by every consideration of duty to make a de- 
cision. As to the difficulties which had been sug- 
gested by gentlemen in coming to a satisfactory 
decision, all they had to do was to adhere to the 
principles on which they had voted. If they could 
not remember on what principles they hàd: voted, 
that reason should be assigned. After the labo- 
rious investigation of the candidates, and the thor- 
ough examination of the committee, all that was 
not brought into doubt should be regarded as es- 
tablished on either side. The ground was there- 
fore greatly circumscribed. Gentlemen had no: | 
right to stultify themselves. The Constitution and 
their constituents had made the members of this 
House judges of this election. There can beno 
question more simple than that before the House, 
Jt is said there is a mass of evidence. Does this 
render a decision impracticable? It is only so to 
those who shrink from the labor of investigation. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND believed he had shown 
from the commencement a willingness to meetthe 
question. He should support the proposition with- 
out intending to stultify himself. He was willing 
to repose the power of deciding this question with 
the great fountainof power—the people themselves. 
The people of the fifth congressional district could 
settle it more accurately than this House could. 
They are better acquainted than we can be with 
both candidates and witnesses, We had a ques- 
tion arising as to the relative truth of two brothers 
by the name of Horine. ‘The people of Ken- 
tucky know all about these Horines, They also 
know the sheriff whose conduct has given rise to 
so much remark. Not being afraid to meet the 
people, he was for sending it back. If either can- 
didate should receive a seat he would not retain 
it twenty days. He would tell them to go home 
i to their friends and lay the case before the peo- 
ple, in whose decision every confidence could be 

laced. 
F Mr. WISE made some remarks in reply to Mr. 
Piywey. lt was no difficulty as to principles, but 
doubtas to facts, which rendered a correct decision 
by the House impracticable. Twenty or thirty 
votes depended upon conflicting evidence, which 
it was impossible to decide upon. Pe 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed the proposition to com- 
mit, on the ground that the House was bound to 
discountenance the proceedings of the sheriff who 
withheld the poll-book, whose object was to send 
| the election back to thepeople. He was unwilling 
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that the House should be made an instrument in 
promoting the design. 


Mr. McKAY, after a few remarks, expressed |i 


a willingness to modify his proposition by striking 
out the reason assigned in the resolution. 
The yeas and nays having been ordered— 
: The question was taken on the motion to com- 
mit to the Committee of the Whole, with instrac- 
tions, and carried—yeas 113, nays 109. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved an adjournment; |; 


which was negatived—yeas 100, nays 103. 

Mr. McK AY. moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole. > 

Mr. MARSHALL opposed the motion. The 
subject was not before the House—it had been 
committed, and there were many orders standing 
in Committee of the Whole before this. 

Mr. EVANS also contended, that being com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole, it must 
take its rank among the orders of the day. It 
was not now in the power of the House to reach it. 

Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. MERCER, and Mr. 
WAYNE also expressed their opinion on the 
question of order. 

Mr. WAYNE moved an adjournment. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, and Mr. WISE sub- 
mitted that the motion to adjourn was not in or- 
der. ; 
The CHAIR overruled the objection. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tnourspay, June 15, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mtr. Donerson, his Private Secretary. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of 
citizens of the town of Lynn, New London coun- 
ty, Connecticut, in favor of the restoration of the 
deposites and the recharter of the Bank of the 

` United States, which was referred to the Commie 
tee.on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a similar memorial, 
signed-by 937 citizens of the county of Tompkins, 
New York; which took the same course as to 
reference and printing. 

Mr. McK. EAN presented a remonstrance of cit- 
izens of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, against the 
renewal of the patent of John Ames, paper-maker. 


REPORTS. 


Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the 
relief of John S. Stiles; which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. SOUTH ARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of John Whitehead, and 
recommending the reference of the same to the 
Navy Department; which’ was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the regulation of vessels pro- 
pelled, in whole or in part, by steam; which was 
read, 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the select committee, 
reported a bill granting to Boyd Reilly $3,000, for 
the use of his patent for the applicatien of sulphur 
and other irrespirable vapors to the human body; 
which was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on, Fi- 
nance, reported the general appropriation bill with 
amendments; which, with the documents and 
amendments, were ordered to be printed. 


District of Columbia, reported a bill appropriating 
$70,009 annually, for three years, to the city of 
Washington, to be applied to the payment of the 
interest of the corporation debts. : 

The resolution compensating the Hon. Mr. 
Porrer for his attendance and mileage wast post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


The resolution for the distribution of the Diplo- | 


matic Code, offered by Mr. WiLkINs, was read a 
first and second time. 


Mr. TIPTON called up his resolution changing | 


the hour of the meeting of the Senate from twelve | 


to eleven o'clock, until otherwise ordered; which 
was agreed to—yeas 18, nays 12. 
Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 


standing committees, for their re 


tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House, 
without amendment, for the relief John Emerson, 
and moved its indefinite postponement; which was 
concurred in. 


The following bills were read a third time and | 


passed: 

A bill for the relief of Francis Barnes; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Alexander 
Boyd. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to executive business; when the doors were 
opened, it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, June 12, 1834. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Wash- 
ington Sewall; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. ; 

The question of referring the bill settling the 
boundaries between Ohio and Michigan to the 
Judiciary Committee, which was arrested by the 
expiration of the hour appropriated to morsing 
business yesterday, again came up. : 

Mr. LYON, who made the motion to refer, sup- 
ported it at length in reply to the arguments urged 
yesterday by Mr. Arren, of Ohio. The contro- 
versy had arisen in 1802 or °3, when Ohio was 
admitted into the Union. It had frequently come 
before the House and its committees; and the pre- 
tenstons of Ohio had been uniformly disregarded. 
During the present session the subject had come | 
before the Committee on Territories, who had re- | 
ported against the claim of Ohio. Et was impos- | 
sible for the House to make the necessary investi- | 
gation; but it should be referred to one of the 
port upon the law | 


and facts. 


| 
Mr. VINTON said the arguments on the part |j 


both of Ohio and Michigan, had been reported by 
the Committee on Territories three months ago. 
It was highly important that the subject be dis- 
posed of during this session. The situation of the | 
Judiciary Committee of the House was such as 
rendered it exceedingly improbable that it would 


report immediately. ‘The location of a part of the || 


line of canals now in progress by Ohio, depends 
upon the settlement of this controversy. Mr. V. 
reiated the course of the bill before the Senate, in 
reply to the reasons stated by Mr. Lyon, and in- 


sisted that the commitment of the bill, under exist- | 


ing circumstances, was equivalent to a rejection of 
the bill for the present session. 

Mr. EWING advocated the motion to commit, 
at length, 


Mr. WILLIAMS contended that the House | 
should postpone the bill toa day certain, and make | 


it the special order agreeably to the motion here- 
tofore made by Mr. Atten. A decision of the 
controversy was important, which would not prob- 
ably be done during the present session, if the bill 
was referred to the Judiciary Committee, 

Mr. VANCE would propose the reference of the 
controversy to a select committee, composed of a 
member from each State. It was exceedingly im- 
portant that the question be settled before Michigan 
was admitted. 

Mr. LANE said, the internal improvenients in 
the States of Indiana and Ohio, rendered the im- 
mediate settlement of this controversy necessary. 

Mr. LYON had no objection to the reference 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vance.] The committee would be rather large, 
and Ohio would have the advantage, as one of her } 


. jį members would be on the committee. 
Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the |! 


Mr. VANCE said Ohio might be omitted, 

Mr. GAMBLE advocated the reference of the 
bill toa select committee, as it involved questions 
of very considerable intricacy and importance. 
Mr. G. explained the action-of the Committee on 
Territories on this subject, and stated various facts | 
to show the propriety of referring the bill. 

Mr BOON called for the order of the day— 

On which the CHAIR called up the un 
business of yesterday— 


THE KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION, 


The CHAIR stated that the House having com- 
mitted the subject to the Committee of the Whole, 
with instractiona, it was competent to fix the time, 
when it should be made the order of the day. 


i 
| 
} 
i 


i 
I 


i 
| 
j 
i 
f 


ji Or 


finished | 


| 


{| 


Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the subject 
be made the order of to-day. 

Mr. STEWART moved that it be made the 
order for Monday next. 

The latter question being t 
taken and negatived. 

The motion of, Mr. SUTHERLAND was 
carried without a division. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. SUTHER- 
LAND, went into committee in execution of the 
order, (Mr. Elunzarp in the chair.) 

Mr. McK AY moved two resolutions, declaring 
that neither ¢andidate was entitled to the seat, and 
that the Executive of the State be notified, in order 
that a new election be made. 
|. Mr. WILDE contended that the resolutions 
| were not in order, inasmuch as they varied from 
the instructions given by the House to the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. McKAY contended that the resolutions 
were a substantial compliance with the instruc- 
tions. Ifany gentleman could present the resolu- 
tions in a form more accordant with the instruc- 
| tions, he would accede to the proposition. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND proposed a resolution, in 
the words of the instructions, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be a new election for a 
member of this House from the fifth congressicnal 
district in Kentucky—it being impracticable for 
this House to determine with any certainty who is 


he first in order, was 


|i the rightful representative of said district. 


Mr. McKAY withdrew his resolutions. 

Mr. WILDE inquired whether the resolution 
was in the same terms with the instructions. 

The CH AIRMAN said it was substantially so. 

Mr. WILDE said it must be literally so. 

Theinstructionsand resclutions were then read. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the commit- 
tee rise, and report the resolution to the House; 
which was agreed to. © 

The committee rose and reported the resolution 
accordingly. 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair, and the res- 
olution having been read— 

Mr. CLAYTON moved a preamble to the reso- 
lution, which (he said) contained a naked state- 
ment of the facts relative to the votes sanctioned 
by the House, which showed that Letcher had a 
clear majority of eleven votes, and that various 
other votes being in controversy which were given 
to T. P. Moore: Therefore, 

Resolved, That there be a new election, &c. 

Mr. MARDIS could regard the proposition in 
no other light than an insult to a majority of the 
House. It in order, he would move to lay the 
proposition on the table. 

Mr. CLAYTON said it was the first time he 
ever heard that the truth could be regarded as an 
eult The proposition contained nothing but the 
truth. 
i| The CHAIR decided the motion to lay a part 
|| of the subject on the table was not in order. 
i| Mr. WILDE suggested to his colleague the 
| propriety of withdrawing his proposition and sub- 
| Stituting .a modification of the resolution before 
$ the House, declaring that R. P. Letcher was duly 
|| elected, and entitled to a seat in this House, from 
| enucky, 


Ji 
i 
i 


i 
I 
| 


i the fifth congressional district of K 
| Mr. CLAYTON assented, and moved the fore- 
| going as an amendment. 
|| Mr. SUTHERLAND raised a question of order. 
|| No distinct subject could be introduced under color 
| of amendment, 
The CHAIR 
order. ` : 
: Mr, HARDIN then went intoa general argu- 
i ment upon the case, which was replied to by Mr. 
POPE, 
Mr. MOORE moved:a call of the House, in 
der that this question might be settled, and the 
| House proceed to other business. 
| The call was ordered without a division, and 
| was proceeded in for some time, when it wag 
: found there were twelve absentees. 
Mr. BOON moved to suspend all fu 


i 
| 
l 
i 


decided the amendment to be in 


rther pro- 


i; ceedings in the call, upon which 


! Mr. HARDIN deraanded the yeas and nays, 
Mr. BOON withdrew the motion. 
Mr. J. K. MANN moved the suspension of the 
call; upon which 
Mr. McKENNAN demanded 
ys; which were ordered, 


na 


the yeas and 


* 


. Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, | 
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The question being then taken, the House de- 
termined to suspend the call, by a vote of 148 to 
65. ` 
The question then being on the amendment to 
the resolutions reported, it was taken by yeas and 
nays, and determined in the negative—yeas 112, 
nays 114. : 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, 
Asbley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bay- 
lies, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, 
Burd, Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chil- 
ton, Choate, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, | 
Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, 
Warren R. Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
Denny, Dickson, Duncan, Evans, Ed ward Everett, | 
Horace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foster, 
Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Garland, Ghol- 
son, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham,Grayson, 


James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, J.W. 
Huntington, Jackson, William C. Johnson, King, 
Kinnard, Laporte, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, 
Martindale, Marshall, McCarty, McComas, Mc- | 
Kennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Patton, Pinck- 

ney, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Rencher, Selden, Wil- 

liam B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, William 

Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, Stewart, William 

P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins,Turner, 

Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Wayne, 

Edward D. White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha 

Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Young— 

112. 

NAYS— Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, 
Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickin- 
son, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, William K. Ful- 
ler, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Halsey, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hatha- 
way, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, | 
Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard 
M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, ; 
Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Lane, 
Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, 
Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mar- 
dis, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, Mclntire, | 
McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, 
Miller, HI. Mitchell, Robert itchell, Muhlenberg, 
Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce,Pierson, 
Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, Shinn, 
Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, 
Sutherland, William Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wag- 
ener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Whallon, C. P. | 
White, Wise—114. 

So the House refused to adopt the amendment. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved that the last clause © 


of the resolution be stricken out. 

Messrs. LANE and WISE opposed the mo- 
tion. The question being loudly called for, was 
then taken, and decided in the negative without a | 
division. 

Mr. CLAYTON then moved the preamble to | 
the resolution, which he before suggested. i 

Whereas, by the returns of the election for a | 
representative of the fifth congressional district, 
in the House of Representatives, it appears that | 
Robert P. Letcher had a majority of forty-nine 
voles; that the said election was contested by 
Thomas P. Moore; and the Committee of Elec- | 
tions, to whom the case was referred, reported to | 
this House, that there was an election, and that | 
T, P, Moore was elected by a majority of forty- 
four votes, 
and whereas this House, by sundry resolutions, | 
had added to and absiracted from the votes of each | 
party in the following manner, to wit: : 

From the majority as reported by the commit- 
tee, VIZe ce cece ee ce ne ree cees Arter ene neenees 44 
They have restored the votes given on the first 

day before Grant— k 

To Letcher. ...-+- EEEE 
Moore... 


PERAE making maj. 19 


| 
l 
esi 
{ 
| 


(Ought to be 25,) 23 |; l , i ' É 
i read a third time; and the question being on its 


ii passage, 


They have restored the votes on the second 
day in the absence of the sherif. s.e... 45 


of all the legal votes in said district; |} 
H 


| have been illegally received by Thomas P. Moore. 


i tled to the seat. 


tion. 
| Mr. CLAYTON said, that in compliance with 
the request of several of his friends, he would || 


; suspension of the rul 


To Letcher,.........32 
Moore..........13 


— making maj. 19 
Restored to Letcher the votes of the theologi- T 
Cal students... ececccsesccereccsecee nd 
WOOP ee: eceran enaa 
ie 
Making Letcher’s majority... 2 
Restored to Letcher the Salvisa vote, which 
had been taken from him’ and given to 
eC ee ere) 
Taken from Moore the same..........-..5 10 
12 
Restored to Letcher the votes of Jessamine... 3! 
; 15 
Taken from Letcher, on Mr. Pope’s amend- 
ment, June LO... cc cusecccceccecersceee 9 
10 
Taken from Letcher, on Mr. Pope’samend- | 
Ment, June Ll... cece cect ee eereres 4 
6: 
Taken from Moore,on Mr.Marshall’s amend- 
ment, to be added to Letcher............ 5 i 
11 |! 


W hereby it appears that Robert P. Letcher || 


received a majority of eleven votes of all the legal 
votes in said district, and whereas it appears by 
motions now pending before this House, that sun- 
dry other votes are yet in controversy between the | 
parties, and the Flouse having stopped the inves- 
tigation upon these votes which were alleged to 


Mr. SUTHERLAND asked whether the mo- 
tion was in order—it being contradictory to the 
resolution. j 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order. 

Mr. WISE said he should vote against the 
amendment, because it did not state the whole 
truth, and stated a falsehood. It suppressed the 
truth, inasmuch as it did not give the votes of 
members, and suggested a falsehood in represent- 
ing that, because the House had given a majority | 
to one of the parties, they would give the seat to 
neither. 

Mr. THOMSON made a point of order upon 
the motion to amend. He thought the vote should ! 
first be taken upon the resolution. 

The CHAIR decided otherwise. 

Afte- a few words from Messrs. CLAYTON 
and BURGES, in reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise]— 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, suggested an amend- 
ment to the preamble, stating that the House had 
determined that Robert P. Letcher was not enti- 


Which was accepted by Mr. CLAYTON as a 
modification. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WISE, AN- 
THONY, and CLAYTON— 

Mr. HARDIN expressed a wish that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia would withdraw the amend- 
ment, as it was incorrect in figures. 

Mr. MARSHALL pointed out an error of two 


votes in the figurespand moved an amendment, |; 


rectifying it; which was accepted as a modifica- 


withdraw the amendment. 


Mr. GARLAND renewed the same motion to |; 


amend, and thereupon demanded the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered. 
The question 
determined in the n 
The auestion being on concurring with the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole in the resolution reported, it! 
was taken by yeas and nays, and determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 103. 
So the resolution, as reported, was agreed to. | 
Mr. CHILTON ALLAN rose to ask whether ; 


: it was in order to offer a resolution relative to the ` 


conduct of the sheriff, Alfred Hocker, in with-: 


i| drawing the poll-book of Lincoln county. 


The CHAIR said it wou 
e: 


| 
lj 
ld not be, without the | 
i 
The bill for the relief of Edmund Brooke was 


being taken on the motion, it was || 
egative—yeas 72, nays 137. i 


|! revolutionary war. 


Mr. J: Q. ADAMS moved its postponement to 
the first Monday in December next. . a A 

Mr. CHINN opposed the motion. © a 
| Mr. WARDWELL moved to lay the bill on 
| the table, and thereupon asked thé yeas and nays; ` 
which were ordered. ge 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative. eS 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on 
the passage’ of the bill; which were ordered. 

After some discussion, in which Messrs, MER- 

: CER, CALDWELL, FILLMORE, PARKER, 
i STODDERT, CHINN, PEYTON, BEARDS- 
LEY, BOULDIN, MANN of New York, and 
STEWART, took part, ; 

Mr. PARKER moved to postpone the consid- 
eration of the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. CLAY, believing (he said) that no good 
could come from the discussion, moved the pre- 
vious question; which was ordered. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
and the yeas and nays were ordered upon it. 

The question being then taken upon the passage 


i of the bill, it was determined in the affirmative 
ii yeas 106, nays 47 


The bill to continue the act to grant preémption 
rights to certain settlers on the public lands was 
taken up on its third reading. i 

Mr. VINTON made a few remarks in opposi- 
tien to the bill, and was replied toby Mr. CLAY. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 


The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 13, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department, transmit- 
ting a report from the agents appointed to examine 
the land office, agreeably to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 27:h ultimo; which, 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, was referred . 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill forthe benefit of the 
town of St. Marks, Florida. — A 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill establishing the city of 
Natchez, Mississippi, as a port of entry.” 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked to suspend the previous 
orders, and take up the bill for the relief of the + 
executors of Philip Moore, deceased. ; 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, believed the rule 
setting apart Friday and Saturday for private 
business a good one, and thought the regular way 
the best. 

Mr. WEBSTER concurred with the honorable 
Senator from Alabama; and without a division 
the motion was lost. 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he should on 
! Monday morning ask the Senate to decide upon 
the resolution submitted by him, granting com- 
pensation to the honorable Elisha R. Potter, while 
attending here with the commission of the Gov- 
ernor of Rhode Island, as one of the Senators of 
that State. 


BILLS. 


The following bills were considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading: ; 
| A bill for the relief of James Fife, a Creek 
Indian. G 

Upon this billa disenssion ensued between Mr. 
TIPTON, Mr. WHITE, and Mr. KING of Ald- 
: bama. 

A oh to create two additional land districts in 
the State of Illinois, and two new land districts 
north of said State, in the Territory now attachéd 
to Michigan, which lies between Lake Michigan 
and the Mississippi river. 

A bill for the relief of William Duer, John Duer, 
‘and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the estate of 
| Sarah Alexander, deceased, granddaughter of Gen- 
' eral Lord Stirling, of the Army of the Revolution. 
[This bill authorized the issuing of scrip fora 
| quantity of public land, to the amount of eighteen 
| thousand dollars, to the trustees of the heir of the 
| Jate Lord Stirling, and who were descendants of 
for services rendered by him in the 

The State of New Jersey 
| (Lord Stirling being an efficer of the line of that 


| that officer, 
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State) issued to bim a certificate of the debt, for 
which the United States became liable. This claim 
was for principal and interest.] 

Mesers. WHITE, MOORE, SMITH, POR- 
TER, LEIGH COUTHARD, CLAY, and FRE- 
LINGHUYSEN, supported the bill; Messrs. 
FORSYTH and KING of Georgia made some 
remarks in opposition to the bill, : 

Mr. SPRAGUE moved to strike out the allow- 
ance of scrip for land, and to insert in lieu of it a 
grant.of eighteen thousand and fifty-one dollars 
and thirty-one cents; which was agreed to. 

The debate. was farther continued by Messrs. 
SHEPLEY and WHITE. 

A bill for the repair of the Mars Hill military 
road, in the State of Maine, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 


; SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate took up the bill for the satisfaction 
of claims due to certain citizens for spoliations 
committed on their commerce prior to the 30th of 
September, 1800. 

Me. FORSYTH said, that as thers could be but 
little expectation of the passage of this bill the 
present session, with a view to test the sense of 
the Senate, he moved to postponeit to the second 
Monday in December next. 

Mr. CHAMBERS objected to the postpene- 
ment, if it was ever intended to act on the bill. It 
had already been seven years in Congress, and 
was a sabject of great importance. : 

‘Aftersome further observations between Messrs. 
FORSYTH, WEBSTER, and CHAMBERS, 

Mr. POINDEXTER suggested a postpuuement 
to some day next week. ž 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays on 
his motion; which were ordered, and are as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
Cathoun, Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, 
Kane, King of ‘Alabama, King of Georgia, Tall- 
madge, Tyler, White, and Wright—16. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, 
McKean, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, 
Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, 
Webster, and Wilkins—26. 


Mr. POINDEXTER then moved the postpone- || 


ment of the bill to next Tuesday. Agreed to. 

The bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named was, on motion of Mr. CLAY- 
TON, laid upon the table. 

Mr. TOMLINSON gave notice that he should 
move, to-morrow morning, to take up the bill, as 
there was several very meritorious cases compre- 
hended in it. 

The bill to amend an act for the payment of 
horses and arms lost in the military service of the 


United States against the Indians, on the frontiers- 


of Illinois and the Michigan Territor?, passed the 
19:h of February, 1833, came up next in order. 

‘Mr. KING, of Alabama, moved to strike out 
the first nine sections of the bill, when, after some 
conversation between Messrs. TIPTON, ROBIN- 
SON, CLAYTON, POINDEXTER, and KING 
of Alabama. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved to postpone the bill till 
to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and when the doors were cpened, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
i Frar, June 13, 1834. 

The CHAIR communicated to the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting an 
answer to a resolution of the House on the subject 
of the navigation of the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. H. EVERETT gave notice that immedi- 
ately after the appropriation bills were disposed 
of, he should call up the bills in relation to the 
Indian department, in the hope that one of them, 
at least, would be acted upon before the close of 
the session. 

The House resumed the consideration of the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered by Mr. Joun Q. Apams: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the House the names of the 


presidents, cashiers, directors, and stockholders, 
lawyers and solicitors, of all the banks selected by 
him as depositories of the public moneys, in the 
place of the Bank of the United States and its 
branches, together with the amount and stock in 
said banks, held by. each stockholder, and the 
amount of debt due by each president, cashier, and 
director of each of the banks, to said bank, at the 
time when it was selected as a depository, and at 
this time. 

To which the following amendment was offered 
on a former day by Mr. Porz: 

« And that he alsocommun.cate to this House 
“the amount of debts due by-the President, cash- 
‘iers, and directors of the Bank of the United 
‘States at this time, or at any time within one 
< year last past; and also, the names of the lawyers 
‘and solicitors of the Bank of the United States 
“and branches, and the amount of debt due by 
“each to said bank at this time, and at any time 
s within one year last past.” 

And the following amendment to the amend- 
ment, by Mr. Bearry: 

< Be it further resolved, That the Secretary also 
“inform the House whether the President of the 
‘ United States, heads of department, and treasurer, 
t have been in the habit of keeping their private ac- 
‘counts in the Branch Bank of the United States 
‘in the city of Washington; and at what time did 
‘they, or either of them, cease to keep their ac- 


‘< counts in said branch bank.” 


Mr. BEATTY withdrew his amendment. 


The question recurring on the amendment offer- | 


ed by Mr. Pork, Mr. J. Q. ADAMS expressed 
the hope that the gentleman from Tennessee would 
withdraw it; without it, the House would, he be- 
lieved, adopt the motion without debate. It was 
in the gentleman’s power to obtain his object by 
a separate proposition. Let the condition of the 
United States Bank be what it might, it had no 
reference to the question before us. The imme- 
diate question was, whether the selected banks 
were safe depositories of the public money? The 
matter introduced by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see was extraneous, and calculated to embarrass 


the resolution. He objected also to the amend- |! 


ment, that it proposed a more extensive inquiry 
than was proposed by the resolution, and demand- 


ed information which the House had no right to | 


demand. The House had once ordered this in- 
quiry into the condition of the United States Bank, 
and the bank had, in defiance of the House, re- 
fused to submit to the investigation. The House 
had labored a long time under this contempt, with- 
out exhibiting any disposition to maintain its as- 
sumed authority. He alluded to the demand made 
by the Committee of Investigation upon the Bank 
of the United States, of its correspondence with 
members of Congress; the object of which, he in- 


timated, was to prove the assertion of the Presi- | 


dent, that if the last Congress, at its first session, 
had sat three weeks longer, it would have been 
bribed to recharter the bank by a vote of two- 
thirds. The inquiry ordered by the House (he 
contended) exceeded its powers, and was legaily 
resisted by the bank.” He hoped, therefore, that 
the gentleman from Tennessee would cease his 
inquisitiveness, and that he would suffer the reso- 


| lution to pass without the proposed incumbrance. 


Mr. POLK replied that he had no expectation, 
when he came to the House this morning, of being 
drawn into a discussion of this subject. 
tleman had commenced and ended his remarks 
with an expression of a wish that he would with- 
draw his motion to amend the resolution, and in 
the interval, had chosen to make some observa- 
tions which it might be proper for him to answer. 
He should do itin a few words, premising that he 
should not comply with the gentleman’s request 
by withdrawing the amendment. Thegentleman 
avowed his object in calling for the information to 
be to ascertain whether the public money was safe 
in its present places of deposite. 1, said Mr. P., 
proposed a similar inquiry in regard to the United 
States Bank, where the Government has two or 
three millions in deposites, and seven millions of 
stock. lt was more important to require the pro- 
posed information from the Bank of the United 
States than from the local deposite banks, for the 
reason that the Government was a stockholder, as 
well as a depositor in the United States Bank, and 
was more peculiarly proper to require it from the 


a 


The gen- | 


1 


United States. Bank, because that bank had set 
itself up in antagonist position to the Government, 
bad denounced the Executiveasa tyrant, usurper, 
and despot, and more recently, had denounced and 
insulted the representatives of the people, because 
they sustained him in his measures. But, accord- 
ing to the gentleman, this immaculate and inoffen- 
sive Bank of the United States must not be looked 
into, though the affairs of the State banks must be 
thoroughly probed. Again, he thought it more 
peculiarly proper to carry the inquiry into the con- 
cerns of the United States Bank, becausea commit- 


tee of the House, appointed to investi its affairs, . 
by a vote of one hundred and seve . members, 
had gone to Philadelphia with the very inquiries 


which were now proposed to be made into the 
State banks, and had been insultingly repulsed. 
The bank was requested, by resolution of the 
committee, ‘to furnish the particular items, and 
‘the aggregate of all fees and compensation paid | 
‘during each year to attorneys, counsellors, or 
‘lawyers, since the establishment of the bank; 
‘stating the amount paid to each person employed, 
‘together with the residence, the times when the 
‘ payments were made, and the particular services 
‘rendered for each charge paid; also, whether the 
‘ same has been paid at the parent bank or branches, 
‘and at which, designating them; also, of all sums 
‘ paid as a general or annual fee or salary to coun- 
‘ gellors for the bank, specifying the names of such 
‘ persons, the amounts, and times, and places of 
‘payment; and, also, whether such sums were 
‘paid by the order, in each case, of the board of 
‘ directors or how otherwise paid; designating sach 


! «sums as have been paid in cash, and such as may 


‘have been passed to the credit of such persons or 
‘others, in payment of any debt or debts due to 
‘said bank.” 

To the series of resolutions of which this was 
one, the board of directors replied, by a resolution, 
unanimously adopted: 

“ That the board do nat feel themselves at liberty 
‘to comply with the requirement of the resolutions 
‘of the Committee of Investigation of the 29th 
‘ultimo, and Ist instant, and do not think they are 
‘bound to do so, inasmuch as, in respect to a part 
‘of the papers called for, the effect would be the 
‘same as the surrender of their books and papers 
‘to a secret and ex parte examination, which they 
“have already refused to consent to.”” 

I do not conceive, then, said Mr. P., that the 
amendment is improper orinexpedient. The gen- 
tleman’s request he could not comply with. It 
would be more reasonable that he should ask the 
gentleman to modify his own resolution by ex- 
tending his inquiries to the United States Bank, 
Mr. P. then adverted in terms of great severity, 
to a semi-official exposé of the bank, published in 
the National Gazette, as a reply to the report of 
the Committee of Investigation. 

The bank, he said, inthis paper, which was evi- 
dently prepared under its own directions, defied 
and insulted the House of Representatives. After 
setting itself up in opposition to the Government, 
assuming to construe the powers of the Executive, 
and to dispute what authority he should and should 
not exercise, it now abuses and denounces this 
House. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS. ‘Will the gentleman give 
us proof that what he is about to read came from 
the bank? 

Mr. POLK. ‘The paper furnishes intrinsic evi- 
dence of its authorship, for it contains a letter from 
a member of the committee which could not have 
been procured but from the bank. Yes, sir, the 


| bank, which was so scrupulous in regard to private 


correspondence, has not hesitated to avail itself of 
a private letter, with a view to assail members of 
this House. Mr. P. then read some paragraphs 
from the paper, as follows: 

‘The House of Representatives, it cannot be 
‘dissembled, has lost much of the confidence of 
‘ the country, and has lost it by inattention to its 
‘own character. They have been much too ser- 
‘vile—have permitted themselves to be the dupes 
‘of political jugglers. It is a fact perfectly noto- 
‘rious, that a very large portion of the House, 
‘outside of the bar, acknowledge the improper ~ 
‘conduct of the Executive—yet step forward a few 
‘feet, and vote to support the very measures they 


‘disapprove. The House ought to be ashamed of 
‘such conduct. There are really many honest 
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“and well-meaning men in that body, and they 
‘ought to revolt at the humiliation to which thg 
‘t Kitchen Cabinet subjects them. The -present 
‘ feeling of the country towards the House is one 
‘of surprise and pity—surprise, that a popular 
‘body should be so indifferent to popular rights; 
‘and pity, that it should suffer the control of these 
c political jugglers. If, therefore, that body should 
be despised, it will only be because it has made 
‘itself despicable. If it be treated with contempt, 
‘it will be because it is contemptible.” 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS. Will the gentleman read 
the letter of which he spoke? 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman can read the letter 
himself, if he pleases. I am not bound toread for 
the gentleman’s edification oramusement. I choose 
to proceed with my remarks, in proper temper, I 
hope, having read enough of this bank bulletin. 
Right or wrong, sir, (continued Mr. P.,) whatever 
the bank does, the board of directors assert the 
legal right to do what has been done. As an 
answer to my objection to the course of the bank, 
it is said that the board of directors approve it. 

He did not wish to evade the investigation into 
the concerns of thelocal banks, but he wished also 
to carry itinto the affairs of the Bank of the United 
States—an institution which some regard as the 
sole agent of the Government. “The bank issues 
its bulletin,and declares that you have no power; 
that they stand above your reach; and you are 
now requested modestly to decline asking the bank 
any more questions. Heshrunk from noscrutiny 
into the affairs of the local banks, and had no 
objection to the object of the resolution of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WAYNE objected, he said, to the passage 
of the resolution of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, and also of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, and he believed he could 
convince the House that we had no power to pass 
either, and that it would be impolitic to exert the 
power if we had it. What coercive power had 
we in case the information should be refused? If 
we attempted to coerce the local banks by with- 
drawing the deposites from them, we put it into 
the power of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
exercise an undue influence through the means of 
these institutions. We assumed in the resolution 
that we had a right to investigate the condition of 
the local banks generally; a power which, he con- 
tended, belonged to the respective States alone. 
We had sufficient security for our interests in the 
weekly statements of the selected banks and their 
standing in the commercial world. He was op- 
posed to. the amendment of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee, as unnecessary, because the measures 
of the Government in relation to the Bank of the 
United States would not be changed—certainly 
not with his vote; and as illegal, because the powers 
reserved to either House of Congress, under the 
twenty-third section of the charter, could not be | 
delegated to any functionary of the Government. | 
If we were to assert the power, he would do it in 
a way in which it would be effective. Would that 
information be given to an officer of the Govern- | 
ment, which had been denied to a committee of | 
this Houge? He was aware that another refusal 
of the bank to give the information, would be 
deemed another instance of contumacy on the part 
of the institution; but heasked no such aid as this. 
He was willing to leave the question where it was.. 
We had put the bank in the wrong, and he wished 
to keep her there. 

The CHAIR here arrested the remarks of Mr. 
WAYN E—the hour assigned to the consideration 
of resolutions having expired. 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The bill establishing the northern boundary line 
of the State of Ohio, which laid over from yester- | 
day, came up, upon the respective motions of Mr. 
Arue, of Ohio, to postpone to Thursday next, 
and make it the special order of that day, and of 
Mr, Vawncs, to refer to a select committee. l 

Mr. LYON expressed his concurrence in the : 
proposition to refer to a select committee. The! 
interests of Michigan required important informa- 
tion to be considered, whi ody & 
the House, it would be difficult to communicate in i 
detail. Ele had heretofore laid before one of the | 
standing. committees some views upon the legal. 
principles involved; but the question of expe- 
diency, which wasof the most vital consequence to 


ch, in so large a body es | -S ' 
| Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, Francis |} y 
| lands àre sold requires that after they are surveyed 


the Territory of Michigan, had not been gone into. 
He wished for an opportunity to do this before a 
committee. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, begged the- House to 
bear in mind that the reference of this bill toa 
committee amounted, in effect, to its rejection. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, being the first in order, which was 
negatived—ayes 63, noes 68. 

‘The motion to refer to a select committee was 
then agreed to without a division. 

„Mr. VANCE moved that the committee con- 
aor seven members; which was ordered accord- 
ingly. : 

Mr. LYON inquired whether the gentleman 
from Ohio, who made the motion, would be of the 
committee? ` 

Mr. VANCE hoped he would be excused from 
serving. 

REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The joint resolution of the Senate, disapproving 
of the removal of the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States, came up on its first reading. 

Mr. POLK moved to lay the resolution on the 


able. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY suggested that proba- 
bly no objection would be made to laying the res- 
olution aside for the present, until the other bills 
on the table were disposed of, and hoped the 
“motion to lay on the table would be withdrawn. 

Mr. POLK declined. 

Mr. CROCKETT moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered. 
After the call had proceeded for some time, 


t 


ceedings on the call be suspended. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on this 
motion, it was withdrawn. 

The CHAIR having stated, in answer to an 
inquiry, that 211 members had answered, 

Mr. ANTHONY renewed the motion to sus- 
pend the call. 

Mr. HIESTER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 

The question on suspending the call was carried 
—yeas 107, nays 76. 

The resolution having been read, on motion of 
Mr. CuiLTON, 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS wished to inquire of the 
gentleman who moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, whether this course was intended for a 
final disposition of the question, or merely tem- 
porary. 

Mr. POLK said it was in the power of the 
House only to answer that question. 

Similar inquiries having been.made by Messrs. 
CHILTON and DENNY, 

The CHAIR stated that the question, by the 
rules of the House, was not debatable. That it 
would be competent, whenever the motion was in 
order, for a majority of the House to take up the 
resolution. 

On motion of Mr. BURGES, the resolution was 
again read, when the motion to lay on the table 
was carried by the following vote: f 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Anthony, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, 


|| Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Bunch, 


Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Cof- 


Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Gil- 
let, Gilmer, Joseph Hail, Halsey, Hamer, Joseph 
M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, 
Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, A. Hunt- 
ington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benja- 
min Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, L. Lea, T. Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, 
Lyile,Abijah Mann, Joel K.Mann,Mardis, Moses 
Mason, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, 
McLene, McVean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, Rob- 


| Parks, Parker; Patton, Patterson, DuteeJ. Pearce, 


i Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, 
Schenck, Schley, Shinn, C. Slade, Smith, Speight, 


Thomas, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van 


Webster, Whalion, and C. P. White—114. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 


. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON moved all further pro- j 


| fee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, | 


ert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood ,Page, | 


Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, | 


Allen, John J. Allen, C. Allan, Archer, Ashley, — 
Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty, 
Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, Cage, `: 
Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, William | 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney ,Corwin,Coulter,Crock- 
ett, Darlington, W. R. Davis, Deberry, Deming, 


Denny, Dickson, Duncan, Evans, E. Everett; Hi. 


Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foster, Philo 
C. Fuller, Fuiton, Gamble, Garland, Gholson, 
Gordon, Gorham, Graham, Grayson,.Grennell, 
Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin; James Har» * 
per, Flazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez W. Hunt- 
ington, Jackson, William Cost Johnson, Lay, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshall, Mc- 
Carty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, 
Moore,Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, 
Selden, Augustine H. Shepperd, William Slade,. 
Sloane, Spangler,Steele, Stewart, Philemon Thom- 
as, Tompkins, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, 
Edward D. White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wise, and Young—101. 
The joint resolution of the Senate directing the 
deposites of the public money to be made in the 
Bank of the United States and its branches, was 
read the first time. ; ; 
Mr. POLK moved to lay this resolution on the 


table. 

Mr. CHILTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. a 

Mr. MARTINDALE called for the reading of _ 
the resolution, when the question was taken to 
lay it on the table; which was carried, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adame, William Allen, 
Anthony, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 


i Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, 


Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Cramer, Day, Dicker- 
son,Dickinson, Dunlap, Felder, Forester, Fowler, 
William K. Fuller, Gillett, Joseph Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Joseph M.Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Hawes,Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, 
A.Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson 

Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan’ 
sing, Laporte, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, 
Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, A. Mann, Joel K. Mann, 
Mardis, Moses Mason, McIntire, ‘McKay, Me- 
Kim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, FL. 
Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, 
D. J. Pearce, Peyton, F. Pierce, Pierson, Plum- 
mer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Charles 


| Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Suther-: 


land, William Taylor, F. Thomas, Turrill, Yan- 
derpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Ward- ` 
well, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, and -Campbell 
P. White—118. 

NAYS—Mesers. J. Q. Adams, H. Allen, John 
J. Allen, C. Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber,. 
Barnitz, Barringer, Baylies, Beatty, James M. 
Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, Cage, 
Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, William 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crock- 
ett, Darlington, W. R. Davis, Deberry, Denny, 
Dickson, Duncan, Evans, E. Everett, H. Everett, 
Ewing, Fillmore, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, 
Gamble, Garland, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, 
Ilardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, 
J.W.Huntington, Jackson, W.C. Johnson, King, 
Lay,Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshall, 
McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, 


| Rencher, Selden, A. H. Shepperd, Wm. Slade, 


Sloane, Spangler, Steele, Stewart, P. Thomas, 
Tompkins, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, B. 


iD. White, F. Whittlesey, E. Whittlesey, Wil- 


liams, Wise, and Young—98. ` . 
The bill from the Senate to revive the act enti- 
tled “An act to grant preémption rights to settlers: 


| on public lands,” approved 29:h May, 1830, was: 
| taken up on its passage. 


After the reading of a letter from Mr: Graham, 


| former Commissioner of the Land Office, at the 


clerk’s table— . 
Mr. VINTON opposed the passage of the bill 
at length. The system under which the public 


they shall be first exposed to public auction. The 
reason is, that in every tract of: country there are 
sections which have advantages of water power, 
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or of a position in reference to commercial advan- || 
tages, which'are worth more than the minimum | 
Government price. This bill proposes that indi- || 
viduals:who may have gone upon such tracts.con- | 
trary to existing law, however valuable they may |, 
be, shall be entitled to such lands at $125 per | 
acre, The law which it wag proposed to revive, 
was passed at midnight on the last.day of the ses- 
sion, on the ground that it was essential for the || 
protection of the poor who had settled upon, and 
should receive, at the Government price, a little 
pittance of land. Somesuch cases have undoubt- 
edly arisen; but he was satisfied that the great 
majority of those who ‘had availed themselves of 
the former law were capitalists and speculators. 
A large sum had been appropriated for removing 
the raft of the Red river, which would lay opena |: 
Jarge tract of the finest cotton lands in the United 
States. The increased value of these lands would 
amply repay the amount expended in these im- 
provements. But if this bill passes, instead of 
bringing ten or fifteen dollars an acre, not a single 
section of this land will bring more than $1 25 per 
acre. 

Mr. V. called for the reading of a letter pub- 


lished in the printed documents, relative to the 
outrages committed in Alabama by settlers on the 
public lands, to prevent bidding at the public sales; 
which being done, Mr. V. illustrated his position 
by the facts shown by these documents, and con- | 
tended that it was contrary to every principle of 
public policy to encourage such conduct. Mr. V 
alluded to the lead mines on the Mississippi, and 
the effect of this law upon these lands, which had 
been ordered to be sold. The individuals who |; 
had intruded themselves into these lands against 
law had caused two Indian wars, which had cost 
from one to two millions of dollars. This was 
substantially a bill to benefit speculators. 
© ‘Mr. CLAY replied at length to the arguments | 
of Mr. Vinton. Unless this measure was adopt- 
ed, the- hardy individuals who had opened the 
way into the forest would have their houses sold 
over their heads, being out-bid at the public sales 
by speculators, and would be obliged to purchase 
their homes by paying these capitalists a profit of | 
-from fifty to one hundred per cent. Mr. C. went 
into an extended explanation of the effect of the 
law which it was proposed to revive, and con- 
tended that the auction sales made before the pas- 
sage of it very little exceeded the minimum price. 
The sales of cotton lands in Mississispi averaged 
only two cents and a fraction above the minimum |! 
price. Deducted from these must be the increased || 
expense of sales by auction, and the result js that 
the actual receipt was not greater than the Gov- 
ernment price” ‘ | 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, also combatted the |! 
arguments of Mr. Vinron. There was no ‘law |! 
which prohibits settlements upon the public lands. 
There had been a law passed, on the recommend- || 
ation of Mr. Jefferson, prohibiting persons enter- 
ing into possession of land in Louisiana under pre- 
tended French and Spanish titles. This law did 


j 


hot reach to settlements without claim of title. 
The object of the bill isto enable those who had 
made improvements to purchase the land of the 
Government without paying speculators for not 
bidding against them at the public sales. 

Mr. McCARTY supported the provisions of 
the bill in reply to Mr. Vinron. To obviate the | 
objections which had been suggested, he proposed 

-to add a proviso, requiring the person claiming to 
enter land under a preémption right, to make oath 
to certain facts which would place his right within 
the intent of this law. 

„Mr. LEWIS also supported the bill. ft was | 
necessary to protect the honest settler against the 
speculator, under the auction system. It was a 
mistake to say that the bill now proposed to be 
revived had been passed at midnight; it was op- į! 
posed at every stage of its progress by the gentle- || 
man from Ohio, and was finally passed in broad |! 
daylight. The person whose letter had been read | 
relative to’ the proceedings in Alabama, was a 
speculator, who was anxious to preserve the for- 
mer system, and who felt that the passage of the | 
bill would destroy his profits. He was sensible | 

‘that too much discussion would defeat the bill. 
He hoped its friends would confine themselves to | 
explanation. 


cing no new principle, simply reviving an existing 
law— , 

Mr. VINTON said, jt not only revived the 
former law, but provided that those rejected under 
the former law should be allowed. 


Mr. POLK said, no person could obtain any | 


lands, unless by paying for them at $1 25 cents. 
The State from which he came was not interested 
in the question, but his observation of the evils of 
the former system had convinced him of the neces- 
sity of this bill. Nothing prevented him from 
discharging his duty in moving that the appropria- 
tion bills which were undisposed of, be taken up, 
but a strong reluctance to interfere with the only 
measure which had come up during the session for 
the general benefit of the people of the western 
country. 

After a brief explanation from Mr. CLA Y— 

Mr. H. EVERETT opposed the provisions of 
the bill. The necessity for this law, which had 
been referred to, had arisen out of our prior legis- 
lation. Thereshould be some permanent principle 


| adopted instead of passing these temporary laws. 


If the country was prepared to take the broad 


| ground of permitting settlers to enter lands at the 
| minimum price, as soon as they go upon them, 


he should not oppose it. But unless such a meas- 
ure should be adopted as a principle of general 
policy, be could not support it. ; 

Mr. DUNCAN had often advocated the position 
suggested by the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
H. Everett ] Hehad long been convinced that 
it was the true policy of the Government. 

Mr. PLUMMER advocated the provisions of 
the bill. ‘There was aclause in the Choctaw treaty 
prohibiting settlements until after the removal of 
the Indians. But the Indians themselves, the 
surveyors, and all parties interested, petitioned in 
favor of permitting settlers to go upon these lands. 
Sales and surveys could not otherwise be made. 
These pioneers were necessary to furnish with 
provisions the surveyors and other persons who 
wish to examine the lands. 

Mr. LANE supported the bill, in reply to the 
objections of Mr. Vinron. There was no compe- 
tition at a public sale where there was a thousand 
tracts for each purchaser. The sales, therefore, 
rarely exceeded the minimum price. The public 


| Treasury had lost nothing from the original law, 


and would lose nothing from this extension of it. 

Mr. CLAYTON resided in a State which had 
no public Jandsin it; but, ona careful investigation 
of the subject, he was satisfied that the interests of 
the Government would be promoted by the pas- 


| sage of this bill. If Government did not give this 


privilege of preémption, speculators would sel! it. 
He thought the Government should take the credit 
to itself, : 

Mr. EWING obtained the floor, but gave way 


to 

Mr. VINTON, who thought it extraordinary 
that his remarks, which were considered as having 
no force, should call out a dozen answers, and 
gentlemen were not satisfied. 

Mr. ASHLEY made some remarks in support 
of the bill. 


Mr. STEWART moved the previous question. | 


Mr. WILLIAMS hoped the gentleman from’ 
Pennsylvania would withdraw his motion; if not, 
he should be under the necessity of moving a call 
of the House. 

Mr. STEWART withdrew the motion for the 
previous question. 

After some discussion, in which Messrs. Mce- 
KAY and PEYTON took part— 

Mr. PEYTON moved to recommit -the bil, 
with instructions to report a resolution, providing 
that all the lands remaining unsold in the State of 
Tennessee, be sold at twenty-five cents an acre. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, by a vote of 91 to 54. 

The main question, being the passage of the 
bill, wag then ordered to be put. | 


Mr. BEARDSLEY suggested the expediency |} 


of adopting, by consent, the amendment moved 
by the gentleman from Indiana, 

To which Mr. VINTON objected. 

The question being taken on the passage of the 
bill, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 324, 
nays 53. 

So the bill was passed. i 3 

Mr. POLK asked the House to take up the bill 


making appropriations for the payment of Indian 
annuities, which would not, he thought, take up 
twenty minutes. i; : 
Mr: WILLIAMS moved an 
which was negatived. 
The bill was then taken up for consideration, 
Mr. POLK moved that the House non-cencur 


adjournment; 


| in certain amendments made in the Committee of 


the Whole, making additional appropriations for 


| blacksmiths, in several tribes; which was agreed — 


to. ` 
Mr. POLK moved to strike out $27,625 for 


| rifles, and insert $28,875; which was agreed to, 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the amendments made 
in the Committee of the Whole were severally 
concurred in, with the exception of the amend- 
ment authorizing the use of the Seneca fund for 


; the payment of annuities, on which some remarks 


i were made by Messrs. J. Q. ADAMS, POLK, 
FILLMORE, and PARKER; when 


Mr. BINNEY moved to add a proviso declaring 
that the right of the Seneca Indians to the amount 
of that fund shall not be impaired. 

Messrs. PARKER,J. Q. ADAMS, and LIN- 
COLN, opposed the amendment with the pro- 


| viso, and Mr. BINNEY made an explanation of 


his views, when the proviso was agreed to. 
The amendment as amended was then carried. 
The amendment moved in committee by Mr. 
Hawes, providing that the annuities paid under 
this act shall-be made to the chiefs of the tribes, or 


i to such persons as the tribes shall appoint, was 


negatived. 3 

The bill was crdered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. : 

The House then adjourned. 


REPORT 
Of the Committee of the House of Representatives, 
* appointed to investigaie the affuirs of the Bank of the 
United States; presented ty Mr. Thomas, of Mary- 
land, May 22, 1834. , 
The committee appointed in pursuance of a res- 
olution of the House of Representatives, passed on 


| the 4th day of April, by which it was 


Resolved, That for the purpose of ascertaining, 
as far as practicable, the cause of the commercial 
embarrassment and distress complained of by nu- 
merous citizens of the United States, in sundry 
memorials which have been presented to Congress 
at the present session, and of inquiring whether the 


| charter of the Bank of the United States has been 
| violated, and also what corruptions and abuses 


have existed in its management; whether it has 
used its corporate power or money to control the 
press, to interfere in politics, or influence elections; 
and whether it has had any agency, through its 
management or money, in producing the existing 
pressure, a select committee be appointed to inspect 
the books and examine into the proceedings of the 
said bank, who shall report whether the provisions 
of the charter have been violated or not; and, also, 
what abuses, corruptions, or malpractices, have 
existed in the management of said bank; and that 
the said committee be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papers, and to summon and examine 
witnesses on oath, and to examine into the affairs 
of the said bank and branches. And they are fur- 
ther authorized to visit the principal bank, or any 
of its branches, for the purpose of inspecting the 
books, correspondence, accounts and other papers 


! connected with its management or business: end 


that the said committee be required to report the 


; result of such investigation, together with the evi- 


dence they may take, at as early a day as practi- 
cable— 


Respectfully submit the following repdrt, in 


| part, of their proceedings, so far as they have 
j found it practicable to discharge the duties de- 


volved on them. 

Charged, particularly, to examine into the con- 
duct and condition of the Bank of the United States, 
théy have endeavored most anxiously to ascertain 
correctly the true character of that highly respon- 
sible and delicate trust. 

To judge rightly of the proceedings of the House 


of Representatives, and of its committee, towards 
the bank, it must be borne constantly in mind that 
that corporation differs essentially from an ordi- 
nary banking company, incorporated for private 
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Lenefit. 
tered forgreat public purposes, as an agent deemed 
necessary to the Federal Government, in the effi- 
cient exercise of its high prerogative, to fix the f 
value of money, and thereby secure the benefits į 
of a sound circulating medium to the Confede- | 
racy 
It was designed to aid the Treasury Department, | 
to collect conveniently and disburse the national : 
revenue, Of its stock the United States hold seven | 
millions of dollars, and its notes are by law made | 
receivable, at par value, in payment of all dues to | 
the Government. Concede, as we must, that the 
bank was established for great public ends, and 
that the Ilouse of Representatives is the grand 
inquest of the Union, and as such has power to 
visit and inspect all departments of the Federal | 
Government, to correct their abuses, reform their į 
errors, and confine the cxercise of their powers | 
within the limits prescribed by Jaw to each, and 
it follows that the House Kas power to appoint a | 
committee to make a minute and. full inquiry into | 
all the multiform operations of this powerful cor- | 
| 
i 
| 


j 
H 
i 
{ 


poration. | 

Bat that there might be no doubt of the exist- | 
ence-of the power here contended for, it has been 
expressly reserved in the 23: section of the charter | 
of the bank, which provides: ‘That it shall be at 
‘all umes lawful for a committee of either House 
‘of Congress appointed for that purpose to inspect 
‘the books and examine into the proceedings of 
‘the corporation hereby created, and to report 
‘whether the provisions of its charter have been 
‘violated or not.” 

The language in which this authority of the 
House is described is so plain and so full, that an 
attempt to illustrate it appears to be supereroga-., 
tory. ‘The committee to be appointed are to ‘* in- 
spect the books and examine into the proceedings | 
uf the corporation,” without exception. The sec- 
tion contains no reserved power to the bank to 
designate the place where or the persons in whose | 
presence the examination shall be made. These | 


modes of exercising the main power are necessa- || 


rily, as its incidénts, dependent on the discretion 
of the sovereign with whom it is lodged. A con- | 
trary construction would make either or both | 
Houses of Congress dependent on the agents , 
whose conduct is to be the subject of inspec- 
tion. 

If the bank can attach any conditions to its ex- 
ercise not found in the charter, then it could ren- 
der nugatory the power by which it was intended 
it should be checked and controlled. That the 
great conservative purposes for which such com- 
mittees of investigation were to be appointed might 
not be thus defeated, the extent and character of 
their inquiries are rightly made to depend on the 
wisdom, patriotism, and justice of either House of 
Congress. , 

‘The only restriction to be found in that clause 
of the bank charter which we are considering, is 
that which relates to the committee, and not to the 
House; and has reference, not to the extent of the 
examination, but to the character of the report to 
be made. The committee is directed to report, 
amongst other things, ‘‘ whether the provisions of | 
iw charter have been violated or not.” The ob- 
ject of this specific requirement is to be found in 
auother clause of the same section of the charter, 
which provides, ‘“ whenever any committee as 
‘aforesaid, shall find and report, or the President 
‘of the United States shall have reason to believe, 
‘that the charter has been violated, it may be 
“lawful for Congress to direct, or the President to 
‘order, a scire fucias to be sued out of the circuit | 
court of the district of Pennsylvania, in the name 
‘ofthe United States, calling on the said corpora- | 
‘tion to show cause wherefore the charter hereby 
‘granted shall not be declared forfeited.” 

But if there ever had been a well-founded doubt 
as to the true and fair construction of this reserved | 
power of the House, the committee did suppose ; 
it had been long since yielded. 

In 1818, Mr. Spencer, of New York, offered to 
the House of Representatives a resolution provi- 
ding for the appointment of a committee to Inspect 
the books, and examine into the proceedings of the | 
bank. In the debate to which that resolution gave | 
rise, the opinions now entertained by your com- | 
mittee were well expressed by many distinguished | 
gentlemen, Kor presenting short extracts from 
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‘for any inquiry in its broadest shape.” 

The resolution of Mr. Spencer was adopted, and 
a committee appointed, who visited the principal 
-bank at Philadelphia, and some of its branches. 
They had free, unrestrained access to the bocks 
and papers of the bank. They were furnished by 
the officers with such extracts and copies from the 
books and papers as they called for. They sum- 
moned before them the directors and officers of the 
bank, and exarnined them on oath touching their 
conduct and proceedings. And the committee made 
to the House, on the 16th January, 1819, an elab- 
orate report, from which we learn that their inqui- 
ries had been chiefly directed ‘tothe GENERAL man- 
agement of the bank and the conduct of its officers.” 
‘The transactions of private citizens with the bank 
were then freely and fully examined. Individual 
transactions of the president and directors of the 
bank, in the purchase of its stock, were fully inves- 
tigated, and those officers sworn, and required to 
testify before the committee. Though deeply 
affected, personally and officially, by these devel- 
opments, they never hesitated or objected to obey 
the process, or to give their testimony. 

The names of the borrowers from the bank 
| were published without scruple, with the amount 

of money due from each, whenever, and not other- 
wise, such a publication was deemed necessary to 
illustrate the improper conduct or mal-administra- 
tion of its officers. 

This precedent, to which the committee of 1832 
| strictly conformed, is entitled to high respect, from 
! the eminent character of those by whom it was 
established, and who have justly-enjeyed high 
reputations for purity of purpose and distinguished 
attainments. 

If any additional reason for deference to this 
contemporaneous construction of the twenty-third 
section of the charter be necessary, it may be found 
in the fact, that the directors of the bank, in 1819, 
themselves assented toit. They conceded to the 
committee of the House the right to inspect all 
their books and papers, in such manner as that 


| committee thought just and proper. Besides, those 


who now have the management of the bank, in 
1832, without question of right, without hesitation, 
without protest, produced for the inspection of the 
committee of the House, all their books, papers, 
correspondence, and accounts, and appeared when 
summoned, and testified on oath touching the trans- 
actions of the institution under their control. With 


| these preliminary observations, for which, it is 


believed, ample apology, if any be required, will 
be found in the subsequent portion of this report, 
the committee will proceed with a brief analysis 


devolved on them, showing the unexpected obsta- 
cles interposed by the managers of the bank to the 
progress of the examination, and their repeated 
refusals, in violation of their charter, and in cgn- 
tempt of the authority of the Jaws and of the 


or papers to be inspected, or their proceedings to 
be examined. : 

The purposes for which your committee were 
appointed, are stated so distinctly in the resolution 
of the House, that they have experienced no em- 
barrassment in deciding on the character of the 
duties imposed. They were required, ist, to ascer- 
tain, if practicable, the cause of the commercial 
embarrassments and distress complained of by 
numerous citizens of the United States, in sundry 
memorials which have been presented to Congress 


i 


of their proceedings in the execution of the duty | 


House of Representatives, to permit their books | 


had any agency, through its management, or 
money, in producing the existing pressure... 
2d. To inquire whether the-charter of the Bank 


corruptions and abuses have existed in-its man- 
agement. 

3d. To examine whether the bank has used its 
corporate power or money to control the press— 
to interfere in politics, or influence elections. ` 

The powers designed to‘be conferred on the 
committee, if they could have been exercised, are 
adequate to the performance of the duties: enjoin- 
ed; they were authorized to send for persons and 
papers; to summon and examine witnesses on oath; 
to visit, if necessary, the principal bank and its 
branches; and to inspect the books, correspond- 
ence, accounts, and other papers connected with 
its management. Such are the duties and. tne 
powers of your committee, conferred on them by 
the House with extraordinary unanimity, and 
which your committee felt bound to regard, as 
consistent with the chartered rights of thecorpora- 
| tors and their debtors, i 

Under a deep sense of respectful obedience to 
the decision of the House of Representatives thus 
solemnly expressed, and feeling that they had no 
right to question its justice or propriety, your 
committee proceeded to Philadelphia on the 22d 
of April, to commence the performance of: their 

uties. 

On the 23d of April their chairman addressed 
to the president of the bank, a communication, 
enclosing a copy of the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, and notifying him of the readi- 
ness of the committee to visit the bank on the en- 
suing day, atany hour agreeable to him. In reply, 
| the president informed the committee that the pa- 
| pers thus received should be submitted to the board 
of directors, ata special meeting to be called for 
that purpose. It appears, in the journal of the 
proceedings of the committee, herewith presented 
to the [Louse, that this was done, and«that the 
directors appointed a committee of seven of their 
: board, to receive the committee of the House of 
| Representatives, and to offer for their inspection 
i such books and papers of the bank as may be 
necessary to exhibit the proceedings of the cor- 
|| poration, according to the requirement of the 
|; charter. In the'letter of John Sergeant, Esq., as 
chairman of the committee of directors, commu- 
nicating the proceedings of the board, he says that 
j he was directed to inform the chairman of this 
committee, that the committee of the directors “* will 
immediately direct the necessary arrangements to 
be made for the accommodation of the committee 
of the House of Representatives,” and would 
attend at the bank to receive them the next day, 
at eleven o’clock. Your committee attended, and 
were received by the committee of directors. (Ap- 
pendix A.) 

Up to this period, nothing had occurred to jus- 
tify the belief that a disposition was felt, on the 
part of the managers of the bank, to embarrass the 
proceedings of the committee, or have them con- 
ducted differently from those of the two preceding 
| committees of investigation. On assembling, 
however, the next morning at the bank, they 
‘found the room which had been offered for their 
accommodation, pre-occupied by the committee 
of the board, with the president of the bank, as 
an ex officio member, claiming the right to ‘be 
present at the investigations and examinations of 
[this committee. This proceeding the committee* 
were not prepared to expect. When the appoint- 
ment of the committee of seven was first made, 
lit was supposed that that measure, however de- 
| signed, was not well calculated to facilitate the 
i examination. à 

The officers of the bank were believed to be the 
most appropriate agents of the board of directors 
to exhibit their books and papers. By them the 
| entries in the books are made, and by them such 
|l entries are most readily explained. It is their 
duty, too, to be daily at the banking-house, and on 
i that account they could assist in the examination 
more readily than the committee of directors... 

These objections to the special agents of the 
board, were felt and expressed, but. they were 
waived, and no disposition had been manifested or 
felt by your committee to conduct the examina- 


at the present session, and whether the bank has | 


tion in any manner not entirely acceptable to the 
board. 


of the United States has been violated, and what | | 
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Under these circumstances your committee did 
think that a decent respect tor their rights and 
pfivileges, and much more for the dignity of that | 
body from which all their powers were derived, 
might have induced the committee of directors 
to forbear to make them feel an entire want of | 
control over their own room. With a previous 
determination to be present when their books were 
to be inspected, they could have waited to avowit 
until those books were called for, and the attempt 
made to. inspect them in their absence. These 
circumstances are now reviewed, because they 
then excited an apprehension, which the sequel 
formed into conviction, that this committee of 
directors had been appointed to supervise the acts 
and doings of your committee, and to limit and 
restrain their proceedings, not according to the 
directions contained in the resolution of the House, 
but the will and judgment of the board of di- 
rectors. Your committee have chosen to ascribe 
the claim of the committee of directors, to sit con- 
jointly with them, to the desire to prevent them 
from making use of the books and papers for 
the purposes pointed out by the resolution of the 
House. They are sensible that this claim to be 
present at all examinations, avowed prematurely, 
and subsequently persisted in with peculiar per- 
tinacityy could be attributed to very different 
motives; but respect for themselves, and respect 
for the gentlemen who composed the committee 
of directors, utterly forbids the ascription to them 
of a feeling which would merit compassion and 
contempt much more than resentment, 

This novel position , voluntarily and deliberately 
taken by the committee of the directors, predicated 
on an idea of equality of rights with your com- 
‘mitiee, under your resolution, rendered it proper 
and, in some measure, necessary, that your com- 
mittee should express its opinions of the relative 
rights of the corporation and the House of Repre- 
sentatives. To avoid all misunderstanding and 
future thisrepresentations, it was desirable that 
each question should be decided separately. Con- 
templating an extended investigation, but unwil- 
ling that an apprehension should exist of improper 
disclosures being made of the transactions of the 
bank and its customers, your committee, following 
the example of the committee of 1832, adopted a 
resolution declaring that their proceedings should 
be confidential, until otherwise ordered by the 
committee, and also a resolution that the committee 
would conduct its investigations ‘‘ without the 
presence of any person not required or invited to 
attend,” 

Copies of these resolutions were furnished to 
the committee of directors, in the hope that the 
executive control of a room at the bank, during its 
hours of business, would thereafter be conceded to 
your committee, while the claim of the committee 
of directors to be present when their books were 
submitted for inspection, should be postponed for 
decision, when the books were called for and 
produced by them. (App. A.) 

On the 28:h ultimo this committee assembled at 
the banking house, and again found the room they 
expected to find set apart for their use, preoccu- 
pied by the committee of directors, and others, 
officers of the bank. And instead of such assu- 
rances as they had a right to expect, they received 
copies of two resolutions adopted by the board of 
directors, in which they were given to understand 
that their continued occupation of the room must | 
be considered a favor and not a matter of right; | 
and in which the board indulge in unjust comment- 
aries on the resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives, and intimate’an apprehension that your 
committee design to make their examinations 
secret, partial, unjust, oppressive, and cantrary to 
common right. (App. A.) 

When this communication had been read, your 
committee adjourned to meet at their own cham- 
ber, at the North American Hotel. Notwithstand- 
ing all that had occurred, the correspondence with 
the committee of directors was continued. If in 
so doing an error was committed, let it be imputed : 
“to the belief that great forbearance well became the 
committee of the immediate Representatives of 
the people. (App. A.) : 

While it was thus doubtful whether a room 


could be obtained in the banking house, without 
conditions being attached derogatory tothe rights 
and dignity of the House, and a concession in 


| mittee 


advauce ofaclaim setup by the bank, which might 


‘seriously incommode your committee in their busi- 


ness, they determined to execute your resolution, 
if practicable, without intruding on the directors 
of the bank; they therefore required of the presi- 
dent and directors, in writing, to submit, for the 
inspection of the committee, at their committee 


j| room, on the 3d day of May, certain books and 


papers of the bank, which might have been thus 
produced without interruption to the ordinary 
business of the bank. The requisition, in terms 
implied the presence of the directors or their com- 


On the day named, the board addressed a writ- 


ten communication to the committee, declaring | 


“© that they cannot comply with that part of the res- 
‘ olution of the Committee of Investigation which 
‘ requires that certain books of the bank be sent to 
‘the North American Hotel, this day, at eleven 
‘o’elock.’? (App. B.) 

` Your committes are of opinion that this refusal 
of the board of directors to submit the books of 


{the bank to the inspection of your committee, is 


a violation of the bank charter, and a contempt of 
the laws and authority of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. . 

The reasons for this opinion need not be here 
repeated or enlarged. 

It hag been maintained, and is insisted, that the 
right to inspect the books of the bank carries with 
it the power to perform that office out of the 
banking house, if it cannot be done conveniently 


i and effectually therein; and your committee can- | 


not perceive that just ground of complaint exists 


| against a claim of power, in a committee of either 


House of Congress, which, by the laws, and with 
a wise regard to the public interests, is conceded 
to the judicial tribunals of both the Federal and 
State Governments. 

The facts already stated demonstrate that a 
room could not be procured in the bank for the 
use of the committee, without a concession not to 
be recalled, which would have made your com- 
mittee dependent on the courtesy of the directors 
of the bank at every step of the inquiry, and the 
various communications received from the direct- 
ors and their committee, annexed to this report, 
will fully corroborate this statement. ‘ 

Having failed to accomplish the object of pro- 


| curing the books of the bank for inspection, at 


their committee room, your committee felt it to be 
their duty to demand their submission for that 


| purpose, at the bank, of the president and cashier 


of the bank, the usual and general agents of the 
corporation. For that purpose, on the 5th day of 


May, having apprized the committee of directors | 


of their intention, at one o’clock they repaired to 


| the bank, and then required the president and 


cashier, each of them respectively, to produce cer- 
tain of the books of the bank for inspection of the 
committee. This was refused by each of those 
officers, for reasons stated in writing, and to be 
found in the appendix to this report. (App. C.) 

In this refusal, your committee believe there was 


‘a substantial violation of the bank charter, and a 


contempt against the authority of the louse com- 
mitted. 

They are of opinion, that your committee were 
under no obligation of right to recognise any agent 
of the bank other than those generally known as 


such, and make their duty and right tu inspect the | 


books depend on the convenience or caprice of 
such deputation. 

If such be the fact, then the examinations of 
the bank will, in all cases, depend on the disposi- 
tion of the directors to have their proceedings 
examined. . 

Having been thus denied, by the officers of the 
bank, and having been informed by the directors, 
that they were not aware of having declined to 
furnish a room for the exclusive use of the com- 
mittee, your committee, sincerely desirous to meet 
the wishesand directionsof the House, believed it 
to be their duty to seek another interview with the 
committee of directors, and by arrangement, met 
the committee of the board, at the bank, on the 
seventh day of May, at an hour fixed by them- 
selves, ' i 

Ycur committee then and there, in writing, re- 


quired the committee of the board, to produce to 
your committee, for inspection, certain books and 
papers of the bank, to enable your committee to 


inquire into the trath of representations made by 
the Government directors to the President of the 
United States and to Congress; and to ascertain 
whether the board of directors had violated the 
charter of the bank, by authorizing the exercise of 
illegal powers by their committees or officers, and 
whether the bank had any agency, through its 
management or money, in producing the present 


į pressure, or has used its corporate power or money 


to control the press, to interfere in politics, or 
influence elections. 

Without giving a specific answer to these calls 
for books and papers, the committee cf directors 
presented a written communication, which was 
said to be “‘ indicative of the mode of proceeding 
deemed right by the bank.” 

The committee of the board in that communica- 
tion, express the opinion, that the inquiry can 
only be rightfully extended to alleged violations of 
the charter, and der virtually the right of the 
House of Representatives to authorize the inquiries 
required in the resolution. 

'They also required of the Committee of Investi- 
gation, “ when they asked for books and papers, 
“to state specifically in writing, the purposes for. 
‘which they are proposed to be inspected; and if 
‘it be to establish a violation of the charter, then 
‘to state specifically in writing, what are the 
‘alleged or supposed violations of the charter, to 
‘which the evidence is alleged to be applica- 
t ble. ”? ; 

To this extraordinary requirement, made on the 
supposition that your committee were charged with 
the duty of crimination, or prosecution for crim- 
inal- offence, and implying a right on the part of 
the directors to determine for what purposes the 
inspection should be made, and what books or 
papers should be submitted to inspection, your 
committee replied, that they were not charged with 
the duty of criminating the bank, its directors, or 
others; but simply to inquire, amongst other 
thinge, whether any prosecution in legal form, 
should be instituted, and from the nature of their 
duties, and the instructions of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, they were not bound to state specifi- 
cally in writing any charges against the bank, or 
any special purpose for which they required the 
production of the books and papers for inspection. 

A specific answer was required to the calls which 
had been made, i 

The committee of the board, after deliberation, 
made a communication to your committee, in 
writing, in which they announced their purpose 
to adhere to their resolution, and refused to sub- 
mit the books and papers of the bank, required by 
your committee to be produced for their inspec- 
tion. 

These calls were made in the bank, and in the 
presence of the committee of the board, and then 
and there a compliance with them was refused. 
Not feeling authorized to regard this unexpected 
and unequivocal refusal as the act of the board of 
directors, your committee submitted the proceed- 
ings of their committee to the board, and they 
were by the board “fully approved and sanc- 
tioned.” (App. D.) 

In this act of refusal, which nothing that had 
occurred had prepared them to anticipate, your 
committee are of opinion that the charter of the 
bank was violated, and a contempt of the author- 
ity of the House of Representatives committed. 

Your committee, acting under the instructions 
of the House of Representatives, without power 
to modify or enlarge them, charged to inquire, and 
not authorized to accuse or to arraign, except in 
their report to the House itself; armed with but 
the limited authority ofa committee, unauthorized 
to punish, were necessarily compelled to the con- 
clusion, that, in the face of the obstructionsalready 
detailed, they could not efficiently prosecute the 
inquiries with which they were charged, without 
the aid of the power of the Elouse of Representa- 
tives. d ii 

Anxious, however, to perform their duty with- 
out complaint to the House, and in conformity 
with the proceedings of the committee of investi- 
gation of 1819. and 1832, your committee called 
on the bank, in a series of resolations, to furnish 
statements, and certain extracts and copies from 
their books and papers, which, in the opinion of 
your committee, were all intimately connected 
with their duties, and many of them indispensable 
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to afford to the House of Representatives the fi 
information which they had directed your com- 
mittee to obtain. 

The first of these was responded to by the com- 
mittee of directors, and theinformation furnished. 
Lhough useful, it was comparatively unimportant. 


| 
The board of directors, after deliberation, re- i 
t 


fused to comply with the other calls, for reasons 
which will be found in their resolution in the ap- ! 
pendix, and which reasons deserve examination, 
as manifesting the deliberate purpose of the. di- 
rectors to resist all attempts to examine into the || 
proceedings of the corporation in the latitude | 

| 


required by your resolution. (App. E.) 

They say thatthe board of directors do not feel 
themselves at liberty to comply with the require- 
ment of the Committee of Investigation, because 
“ part ’? of the copies called for ‘relate to matters | 
over which the board have no control.” i 

This reason, it is plain, cannot have had much į 
weight in producing the decision of the board. If || 
only a part of the information desired was beyond |! 
the control of the board, that fact could have been 
stated, and this committee would have cheerfully 
received the residue. 

2d. The board say they cannot comply because | 
it would be impossible for them to do so “within |; 
‘any reasonable time, having ascertained, by a! 
“careful examination, that the copies and state- 
‘ments called for by the resolutions of the 29th 
‘ultimo alone, would require the uninterrupted || 
t labor of two clerks for at least ten months.” H 

This reason, it is also fair to presume, could not :) 
materially have influenced the decision of the j; 
board. If, in trath, an entire compliance with all i 
the resolutions would require great labor, still that | 
did not justify the refusal to comply with any one jj 
ofthem. Besides, the whole objection could have | 
been obviated by the employment of more clerks 
than two, the compensation to whom, if paid 
either by the bank or this committee, would have | 
been well expended in gratifying the requirement 
of the House of Representatives. 

3d. The board say they cannot “ comply, inas- 
‘much as in respect to a part of the papers called 
‘for, the effect would be the same as the surrender 
‘of their books and papers to a secret and ex parte 
‘ examination.” 

Who can read this last reason for refusing, given 
by the directors, and fail to perceive that this com- 
mittee is justified in declaring that, without the || 
aid of compulsory process, they cannct obey the || 
directions of the House? If extracts from their |i 
own books, made by their own clerks, will not be} 
furnished, because they might be used to conduct | 
an ex parte examination, what benefit could this || 
comauittee expect to derive by access to the books | 
themselves ? | 

Permission to take extracts for themselves could, 
and probably would, be denied for the same rea- 
sons; and a committee of the House, without 
power to compel obedience to its demands, would 
have power to make no use of the books, which 
were not approved by the directors themselves. | 
And the House will beat no loss to determine | 
what latitude they would be wiling to give their | 
inquiries. And, without authentic extracts, such į 
as were unhesitatingly furnished by the bank to 
both the former committees of investigation, your | 
committee could very imperfectly convey to the | 
House the grounds of their conclusions or the | 
result of their inspection and examination. | | 
ln what condition, then, is your committee | 

il 
| 
H 
| 
| 
| 
l 


li 
Ji 


i! 


The House have commanded them to 
uses have existed 


used ‘‘ corporate power, or money, to interfere in 
politics, or influence elections. ` 
To do this they have attempted to use the only | 
means that can, by possibility, enable them to fulfil | 
this duty; and they are refused by the directors 
access to those means which are in their custody, 
and which, by their charter, they are bound to 
furnish. f . 
Because, say they, the inquiry this committee 


. 


Vi 
1i 


|, whether the facts, if true as stated, would amount 


| “ proceed with them in orderas statéd.”” 


| agents of the bank, as an appendix, declaratory of 


| of much shorter continuance. 


| day, at twelve o'clock, at noon, to testify con- | 


| F.) In this paper they declare ‘ that they do not 


| «in the custody of either of us, but, as has been 


| lawful mandate of the House. They are to be 
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has been charged to make, “ can only be rightfully 
extended to alieged violations of the charter.’? And 
even these violations of charter are not to be in- 
quired of until the board is furnished with, ‘« a spe- 
cification of all the charges intended to be inquired 
into.” Should supposed violations of charter be 
specifically charged, then the directors are to decide 


to technical violations of charter,.and then, and not 
till then, will your committee be permitted to 
I it must 
be said, that these pretences, by which the bank 
would justify its bold disregard of the provisions 
ofits charter, are in themselves, derogatory to the 
dignity, and contemputous to the authority of the 
House, to which it in part owes its being. 

The committee believe that these proceedings 
of the bank directors, denying vital and essential 
powers to the two Houses of Congress, and as- 
sering, in effect, a paramount and controlling 
authority over both in executing a power devised 
as a check upon the bank itself, would justify a 
more cxtended comment. But confiding in the 
diposition of the House to maintain its own rights 
and dignity, and to sustain your committee in the 
faithful discharge of their duty, they present, as a 
part of this report, the various resolutions adopted 
by your committee, with those received from the 


the powers believed to be possessed, and the pur- 
poses of your committee. 

They believe that these resolutions will, of 
themselves, vindicate their conduct and proceed- 
ings from all those imputations which are to be 
found in the various communications of the di- į 
rectors, and their committee, and will serveto show 
that they have afforded no justification whatever 
for the extraordinary position ultimately taken by 
the committee of directors and the board. But 
that their determination not to permitany conduct 
of theirs not involving breach of charter, to be 
investigated, must have been entertained long 
before it was made known to yourcommittee—and 
that it was not communicated until every other 
means of preventing the examination had proved 
unavailing. But for this conduct, which your 
committee cannot regard as distinguished by frank- 
ness and candor, the absence of your committee 
from their duties in this House would have been 


Believing they had now exhausted, in their 
effuris to execute the duty devolved upon them, 
all reasonable means, depending solely upon the 
provisions of the bank charter, to obtain the in- 
spection of the books of this corporation, your 
committee were at last reluctantly compelled to. 
resort to the subpoenas which had been furnished 
to them under the seal of this House, and attested 
by its Clerk. They, thereby, on the 9th instant, 
directed the marshal of the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania to summon Nicholas Biddle, (presi- 
dent,) and thirteen other persons, directors of the 
bank, to attend at their committee-roomon the next 


cerning the matters of which your committee were j 
authorized to inquire, and to bring with them 
certain books, therein named, for inspection. The 
marshal served the summons in due form of law; 
and at the time appointed, the persons therein 
named appeared before the committee, and pre- 
sented a written communication, signed by each 
of them, as the answer of each to the requirements 
of the subpena, (which isin the appendix marked 


‘ produce the books required, because they are not 


< heretofore stated, of the board,” and add, ‘* con- 
t sidering that as corporators and directors, we 
© are parties tothe proceeding, we do not consider 
t ourselves bound to testify, and therefore respect- 
t fully decline to do so.” 

Your committee will not dwell long to answer 
these technical excuses for this contempt of the 


found at large in the written document above 


referred to. Most of them, it is believed, have been 
already satisfactorily answered. The two novel 


excuses herein set forth cannot but be condemned 
as insufficient. The first is founded on a very 


| refined distinction between the power of the di- 
| rectors as persons and as corporators. The same 


persons have and have not power to submit the 
books. As corporators, the custody of the books 
isin them; but as individuals, although collective- 
ly assembled, the same books are not under their 
control. Thus, by an attenuated technicality, the 
lawful authority of tne House is tobe defied. If 
in one room of the bank, they must be esteemed 
as ‘individual citizens,” who may lawfully dis- 
regard the subpena duces tecum, because they have 
not the book demanded—if, in. another room. of 
the same house, by a transmigration not known to 
heathen philosophy, their identity is gone—they 
have become mere ideal creatures, on: which not 
even asubpana ad lestificandum can be served. To 


| make this excuse still more extraordinary, let it 


be remembered that seven of the gentlemen by 


| whom it is offered had been appointed by the board: 


of directors to exhibit the books of the bank for 
inspection, and of course must have had the right 
to their exclusive possession for that purpose. . 
The reason assigned for the refusal to be sworn 
is parallel with that which has just been consid- 
ered. They claim that, as corporators and direct- 
ors, they are parties to the proceedings of the 
House, and therefore not bound to give testimony. 
It is a humane rule, to be found in the criminal 
law, which declares that no man shall be com- 
pelled to criminate himself, and one which this 
committee would be unwilling, under any circum- 
stances, to deny; but your coramittee are not aware 
of any principle of evidence which will excuse a 
person for refusing to give testimony, simply 
because it may subject him to a civil action, 
There are provisions in the bank charter, making 
the directors liable to a civil suit if proved to have 
participated in certain transactions therein men- 
tioned. But it ought not to be supposed that any- 
thing can be found on the books of the bank, that 


; would subject the directors to a criminal prosecu-~ 


tion. Even if the latter supposition be not entirely 
without foundation, still it isinsisted that a witness 
called on to testify, must do so, unless the court 
or other tribunal before which he appears shall 
adjudge that he is interested. That question the 
witness cannot be permitted to decide for himself, 
otherwise evidence might be withheld without good. 
cause. As to the supposition that the directors, 
or the corporation under their control, are to be 
considered parties to the inquest thiscommittee was 
directed to institute, it has already been answered 
in this report, and needs no further reply. If the 


| inquest had been prosecuted, and had satisfied 


Congress or the President that a scire facias ought 
to issue, then, and not till then, could the bank 
directors become parties to the proceeding, and 
under that principle, attempt to conceal transac- 
tions known only to themselves; and even then 
their books might be used as evidence against thera. 
Justice requires us to add, that the directors, 
while they protested against our right to examine 
them, declared they had had no knowledge, which, 
if a necessary regard to their duty and the rights 
of others permitted, they would not willingly 
expose without reserve. : 

Under such circumstances, it is to be regretted 
that they have not. imitated the course of the direct- 
ors of 1819 and 1832, by waiving their supposed 
technical rights, and inviting an unrestrained 
examination of their proceedings Such conduct 
could not but have gained public approbation; and 
it is humbly conceived, could not have been rea- 
sonably objected to by any person having busi- 
ness with the institution. If such had been the 
course of the directors, the committee hope to be 
pardoned for saying it was their purpose to have 
endeavored to have performed the duties which 
had been enjoined, thoroughly, impartially, and 
with a rigid adherence to the immutable principles 
of truth and justice. or 
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Thus, your committee conclude, the just power 
and authority of the House of Representatives 
have been set at naught, defied, and contemned. 

Thus, the charter of the Bank of the United 
States has been deliberately violated, by repeated 
refussls of the directors of that corporation to 
submit their books and papers to the inspection of 
this committee, 

Thus have the just expectations of the House 
and of their constituents been disappointed, and all 
means of obtaining the best and most accurate in- 
formation concerning the operations of a controling 
moneyed institution, been cut off and denied. 

It remains for the Elouse and the country to 


decide how far this conduct of that directory has | 


been dictated by their solemn duty, as declared, 
to protect the interests of others committed espe- 
cially to their protection. How far it conforms 
to those principles of action which are based on 
conscious integrity and uprightness of purpose, 
which defies scrutiny, and invites investigation; 
and how far it shall be received as a plea of guilty 
to the high misdemeanors which they insist have 
been charged against the corporation of which 
they have the management and control. 

These grave questions, with others growing 
out of the transactions and proceedings, are left 
to be decided by the House of Representatives. 

To elicit those opinions, the following resolu- 
tions are most respectfully submitted: 

1. Resolved, That, by the charter of the Bank 
of the United States, the right was expressly 
reserved to either House of Congress, by the ap- 
pointment of a committee, to inspect the books, 
and to examine into the proceedings of the-said 
bunk, as well as to ascertain if at any time it had 
violated its charter, : 

2. Resolved, That the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, passed oñ the 4ih of April, 
1834, for the appointment of a committee with full 
powers to make the investigations embraced in 
said resolution, was in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the charter of said bank and the power 
of this House. 

3. Resolved, That the President and Board of 
Directors of the Bank of the United States, by 
refusing to submit for inspection the books and 
papers of the bank, as called for by the committee 
of the House of Representatives, have contemned 
the legitimate authority of the House, asserting 
for themselves powers and privileges not contem- 
plated by the framers of their charter, nor in fair- 
ness deducible from any of the terms or provisions 
of that instrument. 

4, Resolved, That either House of Congress has 
the right to compel the production of any such 
books or papers as have been called for by their 
committee, and also to compel said president and 
directors to testify to such interrogatories as were 
necessary to a full and perfect understanding of 
the proceedings of the bank at any period within 
the term of its existence. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, June 14, 1834. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, regulating the value 
of foreign silver coins, reported the same, with 
amendments, and which bill (he said) he should 
ask the Senate to take up early next week. ` 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that on Monday 
next he should move to take up the general ap- 
propriation bill; and if its details could not be 
gone through with on that day, he should again 
move that it be taken up on Wednesday, as Tues- 
day had been set apart for the consideration of the 
French spoliation bill. 


BILLS. 
The bill from the’ House of Representatives, to 


j 


| assume this expense as a matter of course. It w 
| 


H 


ag 
a matter of grace that the United States paid any 
|i part of such claims. Now, if interest is to be 
l allowed on these claims, how strong must he the 
i claims of individuals who have had accounts set- 
tled on the same principles? In many cases the 
sums allowed to States were the claims of individ- 
uals—the States as such had never advanced any- 
thing; but, after the allowances were made to the 
States, these individuals for the first time received 
i their pay. Now, ifthe accounts shall bereopened, 
and further allowances shall be made, will the 
States pay those individuals, according to their 
ii several claims, or will they retain the whole 
| amount? 
Let us for a moment reflect what will be the 
effect of the precedent presented by this bill. Jf 
interest must be allowed to the States for expendi- 
į tures in which the States had an equal interest 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Shep- |, with the United States; if settlements made fifteen 
ley, Silsbee, Smith, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, i; or twenty years ago with the States, are to be 
Tyler, Webster, White, Wilkins, and Wright— | opened at this time for the purpose of allowing 
34. n sach interest—can we hereafter deny to individ- 
NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clayton, Ewing, ;| uals who have had settlements made, and allow- 
Kent, Naudain, Robbins, Southard, and Wagga- ‘ ances paid, the reopening of their accounts? If . 
man—8, iwe allow those scttlements with States to be 
After some other amendments, striking out the || opened for services during the last war, shall we 
name of William P. Shaw and others, the bill wag |; not be bound to reopen the accounts of individuals 


the Committee on the District of Columbia. | 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives l 
of James P. Hainesworth, deceased, was ordered | 

to be engrossed and read a third time. | 

The biil granting pensions to certain persons | 
therein named was taken up, and on an amend- | 
ment proposing to strike out the name of William | 
Shaler,.a debate ensued, in which Messrs. TOM- | 
LINSON, EWING, PRENTISS, KANE, and 
CHAMBERS, participated. 

‘The amendment finally prevailed by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, $: 
Prelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, : 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, į 
Linn, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Poin- : 


i 
i 
1 
| 
i 
i 
: 
i 
| 


ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 


Mr. HENDRICKS made an ineffectual effort 
to take up the biil to improve the navigation of the 
Wabash river. 


passed: 

A bul for the relief of the widow and children 
of George Ludlum, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Lucy Loomis; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Dr. John Berrien, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of General James Taylor, 
late quartermaster general and district paymaster 
in the Army of the United States. 

The bill providing for the final settlement of the 
claims of States, for interest on advances to the 
United States made during the last war, being under 
consideration, 

Mr. HILL said: 

This bill is for the payment of interest on the 
claims of the several States, for money advanced 
and services rendered during the late war with 
Great Britain. Not only does it introduce a new 
principle in the computation of interest, but it 
opens accounts which have been settled many 
years since, and which most of the States had con- 
sidered as finally closed. 

Ít ia to be remarked, that in settling the several 


| claims of the States, a uniform principle of allow- 


ance was pursued at the Treasury Department; 
that the claims passed the scrutiny of the account- 
ing officers, under the superintendence of agents 
especially appointed on behalf of the States; and 
that the claims, about which there was little doubt, 


examined. In making these settlements, more or 
less of the claims were disallowed. The claims 
were not, in all instances, for money advanced by 
the States. Volunteer militia frequently turned 
out in cases of alarm, and were in-service for a 
short period only. These and other services were 
performed in many instances with no expectation 
of charging either the State or the United States. 
But, as was natural, when it was understood that 
payment would be assumed by the General Gov- 
ernment, the several States made up their accounts 
embracing services and expenses of every kind, 
including as well those expenditures that were 
unauthorized, as those that were authorized by the 
General Government. It is believed that the allow- 
ances ultimately made were considered by most of 
the States to be very liberal. 

It will be remarked, that these State claims do 
not present as strong an appeal to the public jus- 
tice as do the claims of individuals, which were 
settled on similar principles. The services were 
in many instances made for the defence of the 
States themselves; and on the subject of military 
defences, the several State governments had a) 
joint interest with the Government of the United | 
States. It was not expected, in those cases where | 
the service was not especially ordered. by the Gen- 
eral Government, that the United States would 


The following bills were read a third time, and | 


were allowed at once, or as soon as they could be | 


i for any and every service and expenditure made 
; by private individuals from the commencement of 
l the war of the Revolution to the present month ? 
| We have, Mr. President, but commenced the 
payment of our national debt, if the principle 
j; adopted in this bill shall prevail, A hundred mil- 
| lions of dollars will not satisfy all the claims that 
| may be made perhaps with equal justice as those 
which are allowed in this bill, 

| As to how much will be immediately taken from 
‘the ‘Treasury if this bill shail become a law, after 
i diligent inquiry, I have not been able to ascertain 
j the amount. Two years ago, that vigilant and 
| faithful officer who has had much to do in the set- 
i! tlement of these accounts, the Third Auditor, was 
|| requested to make a calculation what would then 
i be the amount which would be due on the bill 
i allowing the State interest which then passed both 
| Houses of Congress. He answered that it was 
i| impossible to tell, as there was no data in his 
l; department by which it could be ascertained at 
i What time interest should commence, He did, 
|: however, attempt a rough estimate, and from this 
l: he supposed the amount in that bill then due, 
ii would exceed ONE MILLION ‘THREE HUN- 
i| DRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, His estimate, 
i! undoubtedly, was below the mark. 

There are some claims in most of the States 
which have been rejected by the rules adopted for 
|; the settlement of the army accounts. Itis believed 
| that the Government has been extremely liberal 

in ailowing these claims, and that the States have 
i little cause to complain of those parts of their 
This law, Mr. 
President, will reverse the usual order of things— 
it will place those claims which are of doubtful 
; merit in a better position than those about which 
i| there is no doubt; because those claims which 
i have been longest delayed, are the claims which 

will be best paid. 

Since the commencementof the present Admin- 
istration, a portion of the claim which has long 


i! claims which have been denied. 


| 
it 


But this is not all: Massachusetts 
olds behind a still greater amount of claim. I 
elieve her demand is now about halfa million of 
‘| dollars more; ard her interest account at this time 
|| wil be greater than the principal. 

It is well recollected that the State of Massachu- 
setts refused to call out her militia during the late 
war with Great Britain, as they were required by 

alaw of the Government, When that State was 
| invaded by a foreign enemy, she held herself back 
i| —she failed to drive that enemy from her borders, 
|| when it was in her power to doit. Nay, itseemed 
for a time that her real intention in calliug out 
troops was rather to turn herarms against ourown 
Government, than against the foreign enemy. The 
moral sentiment of the country was shocked at 
the conduct of that State, sustained as the course of 


Ao 


jadiciary. But on the principle of this bill, her 
claim will be better treated in the end than that of 
any other State. If she had obtained the money 


| ‘else it may be, until the next session of Congress 
‘at least, unless it should be the pleasure of the |! 
‘ President of the United States, in the plenitude 


years ago, she would not have had it in her power 
to invest it at par in Government six per cent. | 
stock; and of course it is better that until this time 
she has never been paid, if she shall get her whole 
claim in the end. 


Į cannot consent, Mr. President, to pay Massa- į; 
chusetts the enormous amount which this bill will |; 


give her. Thesamendment proposed by a Senator 


trom that State (Mr. Sirspee] contemplates inter- |: 


est not only on what she has obtained, but on all | 
she shall obtain hereafter. | 

The bill which passed the Senate two years ago, | 
and was vetoed by the President, is, I believe, sim- | 
ilar to the bill now under consideration. Had that | 
bill become a law, not only would millions have | 
been drawn from the Treasury to pay the interest | 
on the principal sums which had already been | 
allowed, but the States would have pressed the 
several items of account that had been justly disal- | 
lowed. ‘The State of Massachusetts, having seized | 

_ with greedy eagerness on her half million for in- | 
terest on that part already allowed, would have | 
further pressed her great claim, long held back, 
for the purpose of taking principal and interest on 
that also. 

I am myself a native of Massachusetts, and 
never in my life did I converse with a sensible, 
honest Democrat and friend to his country, belong- 
ing to that State, on the subject, who did not con- 
fess that the Government would be right never to 
allow a dollar ofherclaim. The'friends of the late 
Administration dared not to urge this claim when 
a citizen of Massachusetts was at the head of the 
Government; but the same party were very adroit | 
to throw the allowance of half a million of that 
justly repudiated claim on the Administration of 
General Jackson, and they now as adroitly attempt || 
to impose on his Administration the payment of 
interest, equal to, if not exceeding in amount, the || 
original allowance. | 

I must confess that the calls which have been 
made on the Treasury since the commencement of 
the present Administration have been most extrav- 
agant. By no means the least extravagant will be | 
the amount directly allowed by this bill. Is it the 
system of the opposition who make up the majority 
ot this body, to support every extravagant expen- 
diture, that the Treasury may become bankrupt? |! 
Does this opposition wish to see the tax on tea || 
and coffee, on salt and other necessaries and con- 
veniences of life which bave been taken off, again 
put on, that ‘t American industry” may be en- | 


“of his omnipotential authority, to transfer its |! 
| tiss, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, South- 


‘custody elsewhere. We shall be agreeaby dis- 
‘again, there will be much of the public treasure ac- 
* cessible to deposite or to transfer anywhere.” 

Very complacent, to be sure! Can anything 
exceed the insolence of these bloated parasites and 
| panders of a corrupt monopoly, who are not only 
feasting on the fruits of their corruption, but who 
: have thrown themselves upon the Treasury, in op- 
| position to the will of the people, and are actually 
; receiving between one and two hundred thousand 
i dollars of the public money in the very year in 


| which they anticipate a bankrupt treasury? Is it | 


| for contemning the people that these men are fed 
| from the public crib? They anticipate that there 


| will not be much of the public treasure accessible after 
li the present year! Well indeed would it have been 


for the people if there had been no surplus money 
iin the Treasury to pay them for extra jobs, sur- 
| reptitiously authorized by resolutions smuggled 
| through one or the other branch of Congress, as 
ta mere matter of favor to them. If there be no 
other advantage in an empty treasury, that of 
| preventing the waste of hundreds of thousands on 
| opposition printers will be some consolation to an 
! abused people. 

| Taunted as we are by the printers of the bank, 
jand by others in Congress, with the prospect of 
an empty Treasury, 1 trust that neither this bill, 
nor some others of a like character, will be suffered 
to pass both branches of Congress at the present 
session. 


The debate was continued by Messrs. PRES- 


motion of Mr. PRESTON, recommitied by the 


| following vote: 
YEAS—-Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, | 


Calhoun, Forsyth, Grandy, Hill, Kane, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, Mang 
Moore, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, T. 
madge, Tipton, Tyler, Waggaman, White, and 
Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
McKean, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter; Prentiss, 
Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, and 
W ebster—19. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice, the first referred to the 


' Committee on Finance, and the last to the Com- į 


couraged? If, at a time when, according to the | 
stories which have daily dinned our ears for the |; 
last six months, business of every kind is prostra- i 
ted and the country is ruined—if, at such a time, || 
the great manufacturers at Lowell can divide, as | 
they lately have divided, at the rate of twelve per | 
cent. per annum profit on their capital, do we want | 
further taxes on the people for the protection of | 
manufactures ? 

I ask gentlemen if the estimates of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, which anticipated that the 
receipts might equal the expenditures during the 
present year, included the items of nearly a full | 
million of dollars for the Cumberland road—three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the Balti- 
more railroad company—a million of dollars addi- 
tional subscription to the Chesapeake and Ohio | 
canal company—an annual half million of dollars 
for the benefit and relief of the District of Colum- 
bia, besides some three hundred thousand dollars 
paid, in this year, principally for extra publica- 
tions, to pet opposition printers within the Dis- 
trict~-an unlimited amount of money for French 
claims, prior to the year 1g00—and now two or | 
three millions of dollars, as the first fruits of this 
interest bill? If these items, and others of a kin- 
dred character, have not been anticipated by the 
head of the Treasury, what can we expect but | 
bankruptcy in that department before another 
year shall come round? : : 

Taking up the National Intelligencer of this | 
morning, L observe the following paragraph, com- 
menting on the very decisive disposition, in another | 
place, of certain resolutions relating to the depos- 
ites, that not long since passed the Senate: — 

“©The public money, therefore, will remain in 


ii trict of St. Stephens, Alabama; 


i 
| 

‘| The bill for the relief of James Fife, 
i 


TO 


mittee on the Public Lands: 

A bill providing for the payment of Indian an- 
nuities for the year 1834; 
| A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
| Leonard Holley. 
| The following bills were read a third time and 
| passed: 


; ican seamen; 
A bill for the relief of General James Taylor, 


ii late quartermaster general and district pay master | 
Í! in the Army of the United States; 


A bill for the relief of Aaron Fitzgerald; f 
A bill confirming certain land claims in the dis- 


A bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong; _ 
‘A bill to create two additional land districts in 


i the State of Illinois, and two new land districts | 
north of said State, in the Territory now attached | 


to Michigan, which lies between Lake Michigan 
and the Mississippi river; 


Indian. : 

(Upon a proposition made by Mr. POINDEX- 
on its merits occurred, in which Messrs. TIP- 
N, WHITE, MOORE, and FRELIN GHUY- 
| SEN, advocated the bill; and Messrs. PRESTON, 
| POINDEXTER, and KING of Georgia, opposed 
it. 

The question on indefinite postponement was 


up 


| negatived by the following vote: 
Y BAS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Brown, Calhoun, | 


Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, 
i 


‘ appointed if, by the time Congress gets together | 


TON and BIBB, in opposition, and by Mr. |! much of the southern portion of the Territory of 


| Michigan as may be necessary fully to understand 
i the question of boundary line now existing be- 
| tween Ohio and Michigan. 


CHAMBERS in support of the biil, and was, on | 


all. || of a bill for the relief of the heirs of Leonard Hol- 


A billto remunerate Stephen G. Phillips, for the | 
|: support and transportation of shipwrecked Amer- 


TER to indefinitely postpone this bill, a debate | 


; now placed the 
| of the committee whether any provision by law 
a Creek | 


| move to reduce or strike outt 


ard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wag- 
gaman, W hite—26.} 

The bill for the relief of the Mars Hill military 
road, in the State of Maine; . 

The bill for the relief of William Duer, John 
Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the estate 
of Sarah Alexander, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Senate 
proceeded to executive business; and, after re- 
maining some time therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, June 14, 1834. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the con- 
vention between the Government of the United 
States and Spain; which was read twice and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of David Leslie; which 
was read twice and committed. ; 

Mr. LYON presented the following resolution; 
which was adopted: : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to 
be prepared and printed as early as practicable, a 
correct map of the northern boundary line of the 
State of Ohio, as surveyed, marked, and designa- 


‘ted under the act of Congress of the 30th May, 
| 1832, together with so much of the northern part 


of that State and the State of Indiana, and also so 


On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the consideration 


ley, a soldier of the late war; which was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time to-day. ; 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the Indian annuity 
bill was, by consent, read a third time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS remarked that he had. in- 
quired, while this bill was in Committee of the 
Whole, with regard to the expenditure of $500,000 


| by the Indian bill of 1830, and was answered by 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that it would be found in. : 

Mr. POLK said that he had been informed b 
the Secretary of War that the whole of that sum 
had been disbursed agreeably to law. Soon after 
the inquiry was made, he found, by recurrence to 
the printed documents, that the sum had been 
accounted for, and at that time could have proba- 
bly satisfied the gentleman by pointing out the 
evidence on that subject; butat this time the books 
were not at hand. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he would have been bet- 
ter satisfied had the details of the disbursements 
been shown. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. POLK moved that the House, by consent, 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state. of 
the Union, upon the remaining appropriation 
bills. 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS could not consent to make 
any appropriation while the public moneys re- 
mained in the illegal custody in which they were 
He would inquire of the chairman 


was contemplated upon that subject? f 
Mr. POLK said he proposed to go into commit- 
tee generally. After the appropriation bill had 
been gone through with, he should propose to take 
up the bill regulating the public deposites, now m 
that committee. 
The House then went into Committee of the 


i Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Guotson 
1 in the chair.) 


The bill making appropriations for fortifications 
for 1834 was taken up on motion of Mr. POLK. 
Mr. P. gave notice that, in the House, he should 
he appropriations for 


s 


10? 
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forts onGeorge’s Island, Grand Terre, and Throg’s 
ck. ` ~ 
Bene WHITE, of Florida, moved to amend the 
bill by adding an item for repairing the fortifica- 
tions at St. Augustine, $50,000. . 
~ Mr. W; explained the necessity of this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. POLK. said the amendment had not been 
before any committee of the House, so far as he 
Knew, and it was unprecedented for the House to 
make such an appropriation’ without previous ex- 
amination. 

The question was taken on the amendment; 
which was lost. . 

Mr. PARKER moved to strike out the appro- 
preva of $160,000 for a fort on Throg’s Neck, 

ast river. 

The question was taken, and the motion to 
strike out was lost. 


Mr. GORMAN moved an amendment striking |, 


out the proposed appropriation for Castle Island 
and George’s Island, and inserting the sum of 
$125,000 for those objects. 

Mr. G. said, the appropriation in the bill for 
these purposes was $137,000 in two separate 
items; he proposed, in accordance with the opinion 


of the engineer, to unite them, and reduce them to | 


the proposed sum. 

Mr. POLK was not disposed to be driven into 
a discussion of the amendments here and again in 
the House. 

The “question was taken on the amendment; 
which was lost, 

The item appropriating $50,000 for fortifications 
in Charleston harbor having been read— 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved an amendment con- 
fining the appropriation to the preservation and 
repair of Castle Pinckney and Fort Moultrie. 

The amendment was lost. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

Mr. POLK moved the committeee to take up 
the bill making a reappropriation for certain 
Georgia militia claims. 

The bill was read, and no amendment being 
proposed, was laid aside. 


Mr. POLK moved the committee take up the | 


bill making appropriations for the National Arm- 
ory, at Harper’s Perry, 

Mr. ARCHER moved to ar 
adding an additional sum of $5,528 16, for com- 
pleting certain works there. ` 

Mr. POLK said the sum required was only 
$3,000, which was contained in tne bill. 

Mr. ARCHER withdrew his amendment and 
the bill was laid aside, 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the bill 
making appropriations for building light-houses, 
light-beat beacons, and monuments, for the year 
1834, be taken up; which was carried. f 

After the bill was read— 


Mr. SUTHERLAND moved an amendment | 


appropriating $3,500 for a monument or beacon 
on Deer Island Point, in Boston harbor; which 
was agreed to, 

Mr. PEARCE moved an amendment changing 
the location of the light-house proposed to be built 
for the harbor of Bristol, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved an amendment 
designating with more exactness the location of 
a light-house on Lake Ontario; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved an appropriation 
for a light-house in Hudson river, in place of one 
carried away by ice, $5,000; which was agreed to, 

Mr, SUTHERLAND moved $10,600 for two 
light-houses in Pennsylvania; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. DUNLAP moved $5,000 for a light-house 
at Memphis, on the Mississippi river; which was 
agreed to, 


Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio 
houseat the mouth of th 
negatived. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND 
house at the mouth of 
agreed to. . 

er filling various blanks, the bill was laid 
aside. 

Mr. BINNEY moved to take u 
appropriations for the Military A 

oint. 


» moved $3,000 fora light- 
e Scioto river; which was 


moved $5,000 fora light- 
Pearl river; which was 


p the bill making 
cademy at West 


mend the bill by | 


The bill having been read— tj 
Mr. BINNEY moved to amend the biil by | 
striking out the 2d section, making provision for i 
the salary of Mr. Leslie as drawing master; which | 
-was agreed to. | 
Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked what was the mean- | 
ing, force, and effect of the words et cetera, in | 
the 2d clause, providing for “ repairs,” &c. It |) 
was rather a comprehensive word; and he would | 
moveto strike it out, unless some explanation was í 
given of it. 

Mr. BINNEY said the word was useless, and 
of no effect; and moved to strike it out; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BINNEY moved an amendment, author- 
izing the settlement of the claim of Colonel Thayer, $ 
for the purchase of philosophical apparatus for the i 
academy, under an order from the Secretary of | 
War; which was agreed to. 


| ing that the benefit of the act shall not extend to | 
| any cadet who shall not graduate, or who, having | 
graduated, shall not serve five years in the army. 
This subject, he said, was to prevent young men | 
| from going to the academy for the purpose of an 
| education at the public expense, without intending | 
to devote themselves to the public service. 

Mr. EWING said, that if the object of the gen- | 
tleman was to destroy the institution, it could not | 
be better attained in any way than this. The West 
was now beginning to derive some benefit from the | 
academy. 

Mr. THOMAS withdrew the amendment for 
the present, in order to modify it. 
| Mr. DICKINSON, of Tennessee, spoke against 
; the general principle and policy of the bill. If we | 
| were surrounded by hostile nations,as Austria or 
Prussia is, we might need such an institution; but 
this would never be the case, until the Union was 
i dissolved. Ele was opposed to the institution, 
| as Countcnancing an inequality of principles, con- 
| trary to the principles of free government, and he 

move to strike out the enacting clause of the 
ill, : 
| Mr. WARD, of New York, spoke about one 
hour in support of the bill, and in favor of the 
| continuance of the institution. ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, expressed a wish to 
bring the institution back to its original object, 
; which was merely to educate engineers. This bill | 
| provided for expenses incurred during the last six 
months, and it was necessary that the appropria- 
tion should be made. If the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee would withdraw his amendment, he would 
propose one, which he thought would better meet 
the feeling of those who are opposed to the insti-. 
tution. THe would move an amendment, repealing 
| the second section of the act of 1803, fixing the | 
| military peace establishment, and the second, third, 
and fourth sections of the act of 1812, increasing 
i the number of cadets and instructors. Also, an 


Hi 


| amendment striking out the appropriations. for 
additional buildings. 
| Mr. DICKINSON said his proposition was in- 


i 


| gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. Dicki 
|| strike out the enacting clause of the bill 


f amendment which the honorable member from 
ji Maine [Mr. Smirnu] declared he would hereafter 


|i ject, and he wished to have-a vote taken on it. 
Rhode Island; which ` 


l] consideration,, 
| that this impo: 


|, to pause before they proceed further 


| 
i 


i Mr. Jefferson) down to the prese 


| tended to test the sense of the House on the sub- 


Mr. BROWN said, the motion of the honorable’ 
son] to 
, and the 


4 


i Submit, involves not only the fate of the bill under 


but the existence of the Military 
f. He rose to express his regret 
rtant question should be discussed 
; at this time; and he would ask his honorable friends | 
The Milita- | 
| ry Academy has been established more than thirty 
| years. Its establishment had been repeatedly 
| and earnestly recommended to Congress by Gen- 
eral Washington, while President of the United 
| States. It has been sanctioned and. sustained by 
every Administration (commencing with that of 
nt time; and he 
! ventured to say, it had at all times enjoyed the 
| confidence and approbation of a large majority of 
| the American people. He would remind honora- 
ble gentlemen that the faith of the nation was con- 
cerned in the duration of the institution for some | 
time yet to come. Did they mean to deprive its 
professors and teachers of the places to which the 
Government had invited them, and for which their 


i Academy itsel 


i 


Mr. THOMAS moved an amendment, provid- |! 


|| for it the provisions sugge 


learning and attainments so eminently qualified 
them, without a moment’s notice, or the slightest 
opportunity for preparation? Did they mean to 
cast loose upon the world two hundred and fifty 
young men, selected from every partofthe Union, 
whose education and hopes of future usefulness 
had been committed to the care and guardianship 
of the nation? He trusted he knew too well the 
high motives and generous impulses which guided 
the action of honorable gentlemen upon this floor, 
to believe for a moment they could be accessory to 
such a gross and flagrant violation of the publie 
faith, as these propositions (if adopted) would 
most surely accomplish. 

He begged it might not be forgotten that the bill 
under consideration, was one of the usual annual 
appropriation bills. And had not the House over 
and over again, in the course of the session, rep- 
robated the practice of creating or destroying 
offices by means of bills of this character? “And 
if the practice was pernicious when applied to 
offices alone, he begged to know if it would not 
be dangerous and pregnant with mischief, when 
applied to the long-settled and permanent instita- 
tions of the country? It had been his fortune to 
reside in the immediate vicinity of West Point 
during the greater part of his life. 1t was within 
i sight of his home, and formed a part of the dis- 
trict which he had the honor to represent. And 
he hoped he would be pardoned when he declared 
he felt an unfeigned and anxious solicitude for the 
preservation of an institution which he regarded 
|as a necessary and essential part of our system 
of public defence and an honor and an ornament 
to the nation. {f the question must now undergo 
discussion, whether a military school for the in- 
i Struction of our officers in the elementary princi- 
ples of military science should exist hereafter, he 
must insist upon his right to be heard, reluctant 
as he was to examine so grave a question within 
the last fourteen days of the session. He wanted 
the subject examined (as it should be) upon a bill 
or resolution introduced expressly for the purpose. 
And he would respectfully assure honorable gen- 
tlemen that the friends of the academy would not 
shrink from or shun the inquiry. He would for- 
bear to say more at present, until he saw whether 
| the honorable gentleman from Tennessee would 


| not withdraw his motion-to strike out, and suffer 


ithe bill to pass through the committee. And 
| should the discussion be renewed hereafter, he 
| trusted the House would afford him an opportu- 
| nity to be heard. 

After a few words from Messrs. DICKINSON, 
| JOHNSON of Kentucky, and McKAY, the ques- 
| tion was taken, and the amendment rejected. 


Mr. HAWES renewed his motionin amodified 


i] form. 


Mr. SMITH moved to amend it by substituting 
sted by him, as above- 
mentioned, f 

Mr. EWING opposed the amendment. 

After a few words from Messrs, McKAY and 
SMITH, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and decided in the nega- 
tive, without a division. 

Theamendment offered by Mr. Hawes was also 
rejected, : 

Mr. HAWES then moved t 
providing that each cadet sh 
pointment, give bond, with security, to refund to 
the United States the expense of his education in 
case he should not remain in the service; which 
motion was rejected. 

Mr. BURD moved an amen 
each cadet shall 
of his education 


o amend the bill by 
ould, upon his ap- 


dment, providingthat 
give bond to refund the expense 
to the Government, in case he 
shall not serve in the army five years, if required; 
which motion was rejected. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to 
providing that no one should 
the number of cadets be redu 
was rejected. 

Mr. PINCKNEY mov 
viding that after the Ist of 
tary Academy shall be ab 
jected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved to take up the bill for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road; which was 
negatived—63 to 65 


amend the bill, by 
be appointed until 
ced to fifty; which 


ed to amend, by pro- 
January next the Mili- 
olished; which was re- 


65. 


1834. g 


* 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


453 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the committee took 
up for consideration the following bills; which 
were laid aside without amendment: 

A bill regulating the value of certain foreign gold 
coins in the United States, and a bill concerning 
the gold and silver coins of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then 
rose, and reported all the above bills. 

The bill reappropriating the unexpended bal- 
ance for the payment of the Georgia militia, and 
the bill making appropriations for a canal, in con- 
nexion with the works at Harper’s Ferry, were 
read a third time, and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, June 16, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented acommu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with’a resolution of the Senate of 11th 
March last, transmitting astatement of the Comp- 
troller, relating to additional compensation allowed 
to mail contractors since the 30th of September, 
1825. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the communica- |; 


tion and report were referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be || 


printed. ; 


The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- |; 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


transmitting the amount of duties upon foreign 
imports during the first quarter of the year 1834, | 
and furnishing estimates of the probable receipts 
of the remaining quarters of the year. 

The report was as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
June 16th, 1834. 

Sır: In compliance with the resolution of the 
Senate of the 7th of May last, directing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury “to report as soon as 
‘practicable, to the Senate, the amount of duties 
‘received and accrued on foreign imports, during 
“the first quarter of the year 1834, with a table 
‘showing the comparative amount of that quar- 
“ter, and the corresponding quarter of the year 
+1833, and distinguishing between the amounts 
‘accrued or received at each port.” Also, 
‘¢ whether anything has happened since his annual 
‘report was made at the commencement of the 
‘present session of Congress, to vary; in his | 
‘opinion, the estimate contained in the said report, 
< of the proceeds of the duties on foreign imports | 
«for the year 1834;” I herewith transmit the state- 
ment required by the first resolution above men- 
tioned, by which it appears that the duties which 
accrued from customs in the first quarter of 1833, 
amounted to the sum of $5,798,114 87, and in 
the corresponding quarter of 1834, to the sum of 
$5,344,540 40, and that the actual receipts into 
the Treasury from the same source in the former | 
quarter, amounted to $6,966,437 09, and in the 
latter, to $4,435,386 13. A few of the minor 
ports have not been heard from; but they cannot 
materially vary the result. 

In answer to the second resolution, I have the 
honor to state, that estimating the duties on foreign 


imports in the annual report made at the com- || 


mencement of the present session, it was assumed 
as the basis of the estimate, that the imports of 
the present year would be nearly equal to those of 
1832. This estimate was higher than the average 


| 


| imports of the five or six preceding years; bnt, 
; as stated in that report, it was considered as a 
i safe one; because, although the imports of 1831 
' and 1832 had been unusually large, those of 1833 
| had gonestill higher, and the general state of com- 
merce, and the situation of the country, justified | 
| the belief that there would be no serious diminu- 
| tion in the present year. 

From the comparative statement of the amount 
| of duties which accrued in the first quarter of the 
; present year, and the corresponding quarter of | 
; 1833, it appears that the amount of foreign imports 
| in the first quarter of 1834, must have exceeded | 
| that of the corresponding quarter in the preceding 
| year. Several articles, which form important 
| items in our ordinary imports, and paid duty in 
the first quarter of 1833, were free from duty in | 
the first quarter of 1834, and the rate of duty was 
| reduced on others; and the differenee between the | 
amount of duty which accrued in these two quar- 
i ters would have been greater, if the importations 
in the latter had not exceeded those of the former. 
| In some instances, without doubt, importations, | 
| which, in the ordinary course of our foreign trade, 
would have been made in the last quarter of 1833, 
were delayed until the first quarter of the present 
| year, in order to obtain the benefit of the reduced | 
tariff, which took effect on the first of January 
last; and this circumstance has enlarged, in some 
degree, the imports of the first quarter of 1834. 
But after making a due allowance for the increase 
which may have arisen from this cause, and 
which would be peculiar to the first quarter of the 
| year, the amount of duties which accrued in the 
; quarter are sufficient to show that the imports of | 
| the present year will most probably exceed the 
‘amount at which they were estimated in the | 
| annual report, and be fully equal to those of 1833, 
which were unusually large. If this expectation 
| should be realized, the proceeds of the customs 
will exceed the amount at which they were esti- 
mated by more than $1,000,000. The difference 
in the comparative receipts of the two first quar- 
ters, as shown by the statement herewith trans- 
| mitted, does not arise from any fluctuation in 
commerce or diminished importations, but is 
chiefly occasioned by the alterations in the times 
of payments, introduced by the act of 14th July, 
1832. 

The receipts of the first quarter, and the bonds 
í already taken, confirm the opinion that the income 
from customs will be greater than the estimate 
presented at the commencement of the session. 
The actual receipts into the Treasury from cus- 
toms for the first quarter of the present year 
amounted to the sum of $4,435,386 13, and the 
duties secured by bonds, payable in the second ! 
quarter, amount to the sum of $4,003,368 77. | 
After making a fair deduction from these amounts 
for return duties, which may yet be called for, | 
and for debentures and expenses of collection, the 
net income of these two quarters may be safely 
estimated at #7,500,000. And if the third and 
fourth quarters should be only equally productive 
with the two first, the receipts will equal the 
amount at which they were estimated in the an- 


duties, the receipts from customs in the ordinary 
i course of commerce will always be greater in the 
two last quarters of the year than in the two first. 
| The woolen goods, which form so large a portion | 
of our imports, are for the most part brought into 


nual report. But, under our present system of i 


the country in the third and fourth quarters of the 
year. The high duties with which they “are - 
charged render them a very productive ‘source of 
revenue; and being now”payable in cash, they 


{ enter into the receipts of the third and fourth 


quarters in which the goods are imported.. ‘The 
receipt of these two quarters of the year will, 
therefore, generally exceed those of the two pre- 
ceding ones by at least one million of dollars. 
Although not embraced in the resolution, it will 
no doubt be gratifying to the Senate to learn that 


i| the receipts from the lands are equally encouraging, 


and will more than equal the amountat which they 
were estimated. The receipts into the Treasury, 
from this source, during the first quarter of the 
present year, amount to the sum of $1,398,206 18, 
while in the corresponding quarter of 1823, they 
amounted only to $668,526 66, and from the re- 
turns already received: for the present quarter, the 
receipts of the two first quarters of this year from 


i| lands, may be safely estimated at' more than 


$2,000,000. In the annual report, the receipte 
for the whole year were estimated at $3,000,000. 
The information above stated, shows that ‘the 
anticipated income from this source, as well as 
from the customs, will be more than realized. 

Upon the whole, the information received since 
the annual report on the finances was made to . 
Congress, affords satisfactory evidence that the 
extent of our foreign commerce has been fully 
sustained, and gives strong reasons for believing 
that the receipts into the Treasury during the 
present year will be greater than the amount 
which they were estimated at the commencement 
of the present session. 


I beg leave to repeat what I have already said 
in the annual report from this department, that as 
the receipts of each year, under the present system . 
of short credits and cash duties, must mainly 
depend on its own importations, the estimates for 
the year can never be made withas much certainty 
as under the former system, when the receipts 
chiefly depended on the duties which had accrued, 
in preceding years, and which were ascertained 
and secured by bonds before the time the estimates’ 
were presented. : 

Andagsall calculations on the amount of revenue 
hereafter to accrue, must be more or less uncertain, 
and are liable to be affected by unforeseen contin- 
gencies, it would hardly be proper to appropriate 
on a scale of expenditure fully equal to the ex- 
pected income. There is, however, no reason for 
apprehending that the resources of the ‘present 
year can fall short of the estimate contained in 
the annual report. And it is believed, that: ap- 
propriations may be made with entire safety 
according to that estimate. - 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

R. B. TANEY, 
z Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Vice President United States, 
and President of the Senate. 


The Secretary of the Senate commenced the 
reading of the report. one 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to dispense with the 
reading, and refer the report to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BENTON demanded the reading. ; 

The Secretary of the Senate resumed the read- 
ing, and completed it. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to refer, 
report. 


and print the 


“mation; and pregnant with evidences of national 
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Mr. BENTON rose, and said that this report 
was of a nature to deserve some attention, before 
it left the chamber of the Senate, and went to a 
committee, from which it might not return in time 
for consideration at thia session. It had been 
called for under circumstances which attracted at- 
tention, and disclosed information which deserved 
to be known. [t-was called for early.in May, in 
the crisis of the alarm operations, and with confi- 
dent assertions that the answer to the call would 

rove the distress and the suffering of the country. 

t was confidently asserted that the Secretary of 
the Treasury had over-estimated the revenues of 
the year; that there would be a great falling off— 
adecline—a bankruptcy; that confidence was de- 
stroyed—-enterprise checked—industry paralyzed | 
—commerce suspended!—that the direful act of 
one man, in one dire order, had changed the face 
of the country from a scene of unparalleled pros- 
perity to a scene of unparalleled desolation! that 
the canal was a solitude, the lake a desert waste of | 
waters, the ocean without ships, the commercial | 
towns deserted, silent, and sad; orders for goods 
countermanded; foreign purchases stopped! and | 
that the answer of the Secretary would prove all i 
this, in showing the falsity of his own estimates, | 
and the great decline in the revenue and importa- į 
tions of the country. Such were the assertions and | 
predictions under which the call was made, and to 


which the public attention was attracted by every || 
device of theatrical declamation from this floar.:|| 


Well, the answer comes. The Secretary sends in | 


his report, with every statement calied for. H 
a report to make the patriot’s heart rejoice! full of 
high and gratifying facts; replete with rich infor- | 


prosperity. How is it received—how received by 
those who called for it? With downcast looks | 
and wordless tongues! A motion is even made to | 
stop the reading! to. stop the reading of such a f 
report! called for under such circumstances! while | 
whole days are given up to reading the monot- 
onous, tautologous, and endless repetitions of dis- 
tress-memorials, the echo of our own speeches, and | 
the thousandth edition of the same work, without 
emendation or correction! All these can be read, 
and printed, too, and lauded with studied eulo- 
gium, and their contents sent out to the people, 

reighted upon every wind; but this official report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the state of 
their own revenues, and of their own commerce, 
called for by an order of the Senate, is to be 
treated like an unwelcome and worthless intruder; 
received without a word—not even read—slipped 
out upon a motion—disposed of as the Abbe | 
Sieyes voted for the death of Louis the Sixteenth, | 
mort sans phrase! death, without talk! But he 
(Mr. B.) did not mean to suffer this report to be 
despatched in this unceremonious and compendi- 
ous style. It had been called for to be given to | 
the people, and the people should hear of it. It | 
was not what was expected, but it is what is true, | 
and what will rejoice the heart of every patriot in 
America. A pit was dug for Mr. Taney; the dig- 
gers of the pit have fallen into it; the fault is not | 

iss and the sooner they clamber out, the better 
for themselves. The people have a right to know 
the contents of this „report, and know them they 
shall; and if there is any man in this America 
whose heart is so constructed as to grieve over the 
prosperity of his country, let him prepare himself 
for sorrow; for the proof is forthcoming, that 
never, since our America had a place among | 
nations, was the prosperity of the country equal 
to what it is at this day! 

Mr. B. then requested the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate to send him the report and comparative state- 
ment; which being done, Mr. B. opened the report, 
and went over the heads of it, to show that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had not over-estimated 
the revenue of the year; that the revenue was, in 
fact, superior to the estimate; and that the im- 
portations would equal, if not exceed, the highest | 
amount that they had ever attained. 

To appreciate the statements which he should 
make, Mr. B. said it was necessary for the Senate 
to recollect that the list of dutiable articles was 
now greatly reduced. Many articies were now free 
of duty, which formerly paid heavy duties; many 
others were reduced in duty; and the fair effect of 


Tt isi 


imports; yet the Secretary’s estimate, made at the 
commencement of the session, was more than 
realized, and showed the gratifying spectacle of a 
fall and overflowing treasury, instead of the empty 


the grateful occupation of further reducing taxes, 
instead of the odious task of borrowing money, 
as had been so loudly anticipated for six months 
past. The revenue accruing from imports in the 
first quarter of the present year, was $5,344,540; 
the payments actually made into the treasury from 


$4,435,386; and the payments from lands for th 
same time was $1,398,206. The two first months o 
the second quarter were producing in a full ratio to 
the first quarter; and the actual amount of availa- 
ble fands in the treasury on the ninth day of this 
month, was ELEVEN MILLIONS TWO HUN- 
DRED AND FORTY-NINE THOUSAND 
FOUR HUNDRED AND TWELVE DOL- 
LARS. The two last quarters of the year were 
always most productive. It was the time of the 
largest importations of foreign goods which pay 
most duty—the woolens; and the season also for 
the largest sale of public lands: it is well. believed 
that the estimate will be more largely exceeded in 
those two quarters than in the two first; and that 
the excess for the whole year, over thé estimate, 
will be full two millions of dollars. This (Mr. B. 
said) was one of the evidences of public prosperity 
which the report contained; and, which utterly 
| contradicted the idea of distress and commercial 
embarrassment, which had been propagated from 
| this Chamber for the last six months. 

Mr. B. proceeded to the next evidence of com- 
mercial prosperity; it was in the increased impor- 
tations of foreigngoods. These imports, judging 
from the first five months, would be seven millions 
more than they were two years ago, when the 
Bank of the United States had seventy millions 


amount to one hundred and ten millions for the 
year. This will exceed whatever was known to 
our country. 


advanced from about seventy-four millions to one 
hundred and eight millions. 

The following is the statement of these imports, 
| from which Mr. B. read: 


1829. esenee aceno ee ee ee ee -874,492,527 
1830. .000seesencseeesarece 70,876,920 
E R cee: . -103,191,124 
1899. caida iccareits vos +++ ++ -101,029,266 
J838: aeo vaa see a e 008,118 311 


Mr. B. said that the imports of the last year 
were greater in proportion than in any previous 
year; a temporary decline might reasonably have 
been expected; such declines always take place 
after excessive importations. lf it had occurred 
now, though naturally to have been expected, the 
fact would have been trumpeted forth as the 
infallible sign—the proof positive—of commercial 
distress, occasioned by the fatal removal of the 


the contrary, an actual increase, he must claim the 
evidence for the other side of the account, and 


not destroyed; and, consequently, that the re- 
moval of the deposites did not destroy com- 
merce. 

The next evidence of commercial prosperity 
which Mr. B. would exhibit to the Senate, was 
in the increased and increasing number of ship 
arrivals from foreign ports. The number of 
arrivals for the month of May,in New York, was 
223, exceeding by 36 those of the month of April, 
and showing not only a great, but an increasing 
activity in the commerce of that great emporium— 
he would not say of the United States, or even of 
North America—but he would call it that great 
| emporium of the two Americas, and of 
World; for the goods imported to that place were 


icas, from the Canadian lakes to Cape Horn. 
A third evidence of national 
| the sales of the public lands. Mr, B. h 


1 ad, ona 
former occasion, adverted to these sales, 


so far as 


these abolitions and reductions would be a diminu- | 
tion of revenue, even without a diminution of! 


that instead of falling off, as had been 


one which had been predicted; and left to Congress | 


the custom-houses for the same quarter was | 


loaned out; and they were twenty millions more | 
than in the time of Mr. Adams’s administration. ! 
At the rate they had commenced, they would |! 


The imports, for the time that || 
President Jackson had served, have regularly | 


deposites. But, as there was no decline, but, on | 


set it down as proof positive, that commerce ig | 


i! there for the first 


the New | ton, where the 


|; revenue fell off about 


thence distributed to every part of the twd Amer- li 
; j 
prosperity, was in || 
i| the revenue was doubled 


the first quarter was concerned, and had shown | 
i predicted | 
on this floor, the revenue from the sales of these || there was either an increase, or the slight falling off 


|| lands had actually doubled, and more than doubled, 
| what they were in the first quarter of 1833. The 
j receipts for lands for that quarter were $668,526; 
for the first quarter of the present year they were 
$1,398,206; being two to one, and $60,000 over! 
| The receipts for the two first months of the second 
| quarter were also known, and would carry the 
j revenue from lands, for the first five months of 
i this year, to two millions of dollars; indicating 
five miHions for the whole year; an enormous 
j amount, from which the people of the new States 
ought to be, in some degree, relieved, by a reduc- 
tion in the price of lands. Mr. B. begged, in the 
| most emphatic terms, to remind the Senate that at 
| the commencement of the session the sales of the 
|| public lands were selected as one of the criterions 
| by which the ruin and desolation of the country 
was to be judged. It wasthen predicted, and the 
|| prediction put forth with all the boldness of infal- 
ji lible prophecy, that the removal of the deposites 
i| would stop the sales of the public lands; that 
|| money would disappear, and the people have 
| nothing to buy with; that the produce of the earth 
|| would rot upon the hands of the farmer. These 
‘| were the predictions; and if the sales had really 
‘| declined, whata proof would immediately be found 
|l in the fact to prove the truth of the prophecy, and 
| the dire effects of changing the public moneys from 
ne set of banking-houses to another! But there 
s no decline, buta doubling of the former product; 
and a fair conclusion thence deduced that the new 
States, in the interior, are as prosperous as the old 
i; Ones on the sea-coast. 

i Having proved the general prosperity of the 
|; country from these infallible data: flourishing rev- 
|; enue—flourishing commerce—increased arrivals of 
| ships, and increased sales of public lands, Mr. B. 
| said that he was far from denying that actual dis- 
|| tresshad existed. He had admitted the fact of, that 
ii distress heretofore, not to the extent to which it was 
charged, but to a sufficient extent to excite Sympa- 
thy for the sufferers; and he had distinctly charged 
i the whole distress that did exist, to-the Bank of 
ithe United States, and the Senate of the United 
|; States—to the screw and pressure operations of the 
| bank, and the alarm speeches in the Senate, Ele 
had made this charge, and made it under a fall 
¡| Sense of the moral responsibility which he owed to 
| the people, in affirming anything from this elevated 
i theatre. He had, therefore, given his proofs to 
| accompany the charge; and he had now to say to 
| the Senate, and through the Senate to the people, 
i that he found new proofs for that charge in the de- 
i tailed statements of the accruing revenue, which 
| had been called for by the Senate, and furnished 
i by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

„Mr. B. said he must be pardoned for repeating 
his request to the Senate, to recollect how often 
i they had been told that trade was paralyzed; that 
| orders for foreign goods were countermanded ; that 
the importing cities were the picture of desolation; 
their ships idle; their wharves deserted; their mar- 
iners wandering up and down. Now, (said Mr. 
B ,) in looking over the detailed statement of the 
accruing revenue, it was found that there was no 
decline of commerce, except at places where the 
policy and power of the United States Bank was 
predominant! Where that power or policy was 
predominant, revenue declined; where it was not 
į predominant, or the policy of the bank not exerted, 
į the revenue increased, and increased fast enough 
i| to makeup the deficiency at the other places. Mr. 
| B. proceeded to verify this statement by a reference 
|| to specified places. “Thus, at Philadelphia, where 
` the bank holds its seat of empire, the revenue fell 
i; Off about one third; it was $797,316 for the first 
i quarter of 1833, and only $542,498 for the first 
‘| quarter of 1834. At New York, where the bank 
|, has not been able to get the upper hand, there was 
an increase of more than $120,000; the revenue 
quarter of 1833, was $3,129,166, 
| for the first of 1834, it was $3,249,786. At Bos- 
bank is again predominant, the 
: ove third; at Salem (Massa- 
chusetts) it fell off four fifths; at Baltimore, where 
the bank has been defeated, there was an increase 
in the revenue of more than $70,000; at Richmond ’ 
| » from $12,034 to 425,810; 
, at Charleston, it was increased from $69,503 to 
$102,810; at Petersburg, it was slightly increased ; 
| and throughout all the region south of the Potomac, 
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diminished importations. Mr. B. said he knew | 
that bank power was predominant in some of the | 
cities to the south; but he knew, also, that the | 
bank policy of disuress and oppression had not | 
been practised there. That was not the region to 
be governed by the scourge. ‘Phe high mettle of 
thal region required a different policy: gentleness, 
concilidtion, coaxing! If the South was to be 
gained over by the bank, it was to be done by 
favor, not by fear. Thescourge, though so much 
the most congenial to the haughty spirit of the 
money power, was only to be applied where it 
would be submitted to; and, therefere, the whole 
region south of the Potomac was exempted from 
the lash. Mr. B. paused to fix the attention af 
the Senate upon these facts. Wherethe power of 
the bank enabled her to depress commerce and | 
sink the revenue, and her policy permitted her to 
do it, commerce was depressed, and the revenue 
was sunk, and the prophecies of the distress ora- 
tors were fulfilied; but where her power did not | 
predominate, or her policy required a different | 
course, commerce increased, and the revenue in- | 
creased; and the result of the wholeis, that New | 
York and some other anti-bank cities, have gained’! 
what Philadelphia and other bank cities have lost; | 
and the Federal Treasury is just as well off as if it 
had got its accustomed supply from every place. 

This view of facts, Mr.B. said, must fasten upon | 
the bank the odium of having produced all the real 
commercial distress which has been felt. But at | 
one point, at New Orleans, there was further evi- 
dence to convict her of wanton and wicked oppres- 
sion. It was not in the Secretary’s reports, but 
it was in the weekly returns of the bank; and 
showed that in the beginning of March, that insti- 
tution had carried off fron: her branch in New 
Orleans, the sum of about $800,000 in specie, | 
which it had been collecting all the winter by a | 


wanton curtailment, under the pretext of supply- | 
ing the amount of the deposites taken from her at 


that place. These $800,000 were collected from |; 


the New Orleans merchants in the very crisis of | 
the arrival of western produce. 


haye been accommodated with loans. 
o 
West suffered from the depression; and now ig is | 
proved that the money was not wanted to supply i 
the place of the deposites, but was sent to Phila-*| 
delphia, where there was no use for it, the bank | 
having more there than she can use; and that the ; 
whole operation was a wanton and wicked meas- | 
ure to coerce the West to cry out for a return of | 
the deposites, and a renewal of the charter, by 
attacking their commerce in the market of New | 
Orleans. This fact, said Mr. B., would have been | 
proved from the books of the bank, if they had 
been inspected. Failing in that, the proof was 
intelligibly found in the weekly returns. | 

Mr. B. had a further view to give of the pros- 
perity of the country, and further evidence to show | 
that all the distress really suffered, was factitious | 
and unnatural. It was in the great increase of | 
money in the United States during the last year 
andahalf. Hespoke of money; not paper prom- | 
ises to pay money, but the thing itself—real gold | 
and silver—arnd affirmed that there was a clear 
gain of from EIGHTEEN to TWENTY MIL- 
LIONS OF SPECIE within the time that he had 
mentioned. He then took up the custom-house 
returns to verify this important statement, and to 
let the people see that the country was never so 
well off for money as at the very time that it was 
proclaimed to be in the lowest state of poverty and 
misery. Ele first showed the imports and exports 
of specie and bullion for the year ending the 30th 
of September, 1833. It was as follows: 


Year ending. September 30, 1833. 


| 
| 


Imports. Exports. 
Gold bullion..... $48,267 $26,775 
Silver bullion.... 297,840 = i 
Gold coin.....-. 563,585 495,890 -> 


1,722,196 


-$2,244,861 


Silver coin... ... 6,160,676 


$7,070,368 


Mr. B. having read over this statement, re- | 
marked upon it, that it presented a clear balance | 
of near five millions of specie in favor of the ' 


ii gold to its fair value. 


The merchants |: 
were pressed to pay debts, when they ought to |j 

The price |) 
produce was thereby depressed; the whole || 


= ee er A A į 7 
which might result from diminished duties without i United States on the Ist day of October last, with- il 
|| 


| out counting at least another million which was 
| brought by passengers, and not put upon thecus- 
| tom-house books. It might be assumed (he said) 
i that there was a clear accession of six millions of 


i specie to the money of the United States on the | 
j| panic has gone off; would to God he could follow 


was as follows: 
From October ist to June 11th. 


Imports. Exports. 
Gold bullion. ...... $304,491 $11,177 
Silver bullion....... 256,617 1,376 
Gold coin.......... 410,907 87,570 
Silver coin,........10,156,909 


898,638 
$11,128,924 . $998,761 


Mr. B. remarked, upon this statement, that it 
i presented a clear gain of more than ten millions 
| of dollars. He was of opinion that two millions 
ought to be added for sums not entered at the cus- 
tom-house, which would make twelve millions; 
aad added to the six millions of 1833, would give 


country in the last twenty months. This (he said) 
was prosperity. It was wealth itself; and besides, 
it showed that the country was not in debt for its 
large importations, and that a larger proportion 
of foreign imports now consisted of specie than 
was ever known before. Mr. B. particularized 
| the imports and exports of gold; how the former 
had increased, and the latter diminished, during 
the last few months; and said thata greatamount 
of gold, both foreign and domestic, was now wait- 
ing in the country to see if Congress would raise 
If so raised, this gold 


‘| would remain, and enter into circulation; if not, it 
would immediately go off to foreign countries, for į 


gold was not a thing to stay where it was under- 
valued. He also spoke of silver, and said that it 
had arrived without law, but could not remain 
without law. Unless Congress passed an act to 
make it current, and thatat fall value as money, 
| and not at the mint value, as bullion, it would all 
| go off. 

|” Mr. B. recapitulated the evidences of national 
| prosperity—increased imports—revenue from cus- 
l toms exceeding the estimate—increased revenue 
| from public lands—increased amount of specie— 
| above eleven millions of available funds now in the 
| treasury—domestic and foreign commerce active— 
! the price of produce and property fair and good— 
labor everywhere finding employment and reward 


—more money in the country than ever was in it || 


atany onetime before—the numerous advertise- 
: ments for the purchase of slaves, in the papers of 
| his city, for the southern market, which indicated 
| the high price of southern products—and affirmed 


j 


t 
| existence; and inveighed in terms of strong indig- 
i nation against the arts and artifices, which, for the 


‘last six months, had disturbed and agitated the 


country, and done serious mischief to many indi- į 


| viduals. He regretted the miscarriage of the at- 
i tempt to examine the Bank of the United States, 
| which he believed would have completed the proof 
| against that institution for its share in getting up 
‘ an unnatural and factitious scene of distress, in the 
| midst of real prosperity. But he did not limit his 
| invective to the bank, but came directly to the 
| Senate, and charged a full share upon the theatrical 
! distress speeches delivered upon the floor of the 
Senate, in imitation of Volney’s soliloquy over the 
ruins of Palmyra. He repeated some passages 
from the most affecting of these lamentations over 
| the desolation of the country, such as the Senate 
| had been accustomed to hear about the time of the 
| New York and Virginia elections. ‘* The canal a 
c solitude. The lake a desert waste of waters. 


t the midst of unparalleled prosperity, and Arcadian 
felicity, suddenly struck into poverty, and plunged 
| Cinto unutterable wo, by the direful act of one wilful 
! tman.” Such, said Mr. B., werethe lamentations 


i over the ruins, not of the 


I 


eighteen millions of specie of clear gain to the 


‘ his conscientious belief that the country was more | 
prosperous at this time than at any period of its | 


That ; 


‘ populous city, lately resounding with the ham of busy | 


‘multitudes, now silent and sad. A whole nation, in |i J bank n c 
| than any other banking institution, because its 


i 


; 
i 
H 
i 
1 


i 
i 
H 


f 


but of this America, whose. true condition you 
have just seen exhibited in the faithful report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Not even the 
‘* baseless fabric of a vision’? was ever more desti- 
tute of foundation than those lamentable accounts 
of desolation. The lamentation has ceased; the 


out the noble line of the poet, and say, “leaving 
not a wreck behind. But he could not say that. 
There were wrecks! wrecks of merchants in every 
city in which the bank tried its cruel policy, and 
wrecks of banks in this District, where the panic 
speeches fell thickest and loudest upon the ears of 
an astonished and terrified community ! 


Bat, continued Mr. B., the game is up; the alarm - 


is over; the people are tired of it; the agitators have 
ceased to work the engine of alarm. A month ago 
he had said it was ° the last of pea time with these 
distress memorials; he would now use a bolder 
figure, and say, that the Secrctary’s report just 
read, had expelled forever the ghost of alarm from 
the chamber of the Senate. All ghosts, said Mr. 
B., are afraid of the light. ‘The crowing of the 
cock—the break of day—vemits them all, the whole 
shadowy tribe, to their dark and dreary abodes. 
How, then, can this poor ghost of alarm, which 
has done such hard service for six months past, 
how can it stand the full light, the broad glare, the 
clear sunshine of the Secretary’s report? «$ Alas, 
poor ghost!’ The shade of the * noble Dane” never 
quitthe stage under a more inexorable law than the 
one which now drives thee away. This report, 
replete with plain facts, and luminous truths, puts 
to flight the apparition of distress, breaks down 
the whole machinery of alarm, and proves that 


| the American people are, at this day, the most 


prosperous people on which the beneficent sun of 
Heaven did ever shine! 

Mr. B. congratulated himself that the spectre of 
distress could never be made to cross the Missis- 
sippi. It made but slow progress any where in the 
Great Valley; but balked at the King of Floods 
A letter from St. Louis informed Bim that an 
attempt had just been made to get up a distress 
meeting in the town of St. Louis, but without 
effect. The officers were obtained, and according 
to the approved rule of such meetings, they were 
converts from Jacksonism; but there the distress 
proceedings stopped, and took another turn. The 
farce could not be played in that town. The 
actors would not mount the stage.* 

Mr. B. spoke of the circulation of the Bank of 
the United States, and said that its notes might be 
withdrawn without being felt, or known ‘by the 
community. lt contributed but four millions and 
a quarter to the circulation at this-time. Fle veri- 
fied this statement by showing that the bank. had 
twelve millions and a quarter of specie in-its vaults, 
and but sixteen millions and a half of notes in cir- 
culation. The difference was four millions and a 
quarter; and that was the precise amount which 
that gigantic institution now contributed to the cir- 
culation of the country! Only four millions and a 
quarter. Ifthe Gold Bill passed, and raised gold 
16 to 1, there would be more than that amount of 
gold in circulation in three months. The Foreign 
Coin Bill, and the Gold Bill, would give the coun- 


| try many dollars in specie, without interest, for 


each paper dollar which the bank issues, and for 
which the country pays so dearly. The dissolu- 
tion of the bank would turn out twelve millions 
and a quarter of specie, to circulate among the 
people; and the sooner that is done the better it 
will be for the country. 

‘The bank is now a nuisance, (said Mr. B.) 
With upwards of twelve millions in specie, and 
less than seventeen millions in circulation, and 
only fifty-two millions of loans, it pretends that it 
cannot lend a dollar, not even tg business men, to 
be returned in sixty days; when, two years ago, 
with only six millions of specie and twenty-two 
millions of circulation, it run up its loans to seventy 
millions. The president of the bank then swore 
that all above six millions of specie was a surplus! 
How is it now, with near double as much specie, 
and five millions less of notes out, and twelve mil- 
lions less of debt? The bank needs less specie 


notes are receivable, by law, in all Federal pay. 


*About the same time a similar failure took 


Tadmor in the desert, |! place at Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
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ments; and from that circumstance alone would be 
current, at par, although the bank itself might be 
wholly unable to redeem them. Sucha bank isa 
nuisance. It is the dog in the manger. It might 
lend money to business men, at short dates, to the 
last day of its existence; yet the signs are for a 
new pressure—a new game of distress for the fall 
elections in Permsylvania, New York, and Ohio. 
If that game should be attempted, (Mr. B. said,) 


jt would have to be done without excuse, for the | 


bank was full of money; without pretext, for the 
deposite farce is over; without the aid of panic 
speeches, for the Senate will not be in session. 


Mr. B. said, that among the strange events | 


which took place in this world, nothing could be 
more strange than to find, in our own country, and 
in the nineteenth century, any practical illustra- 
tion of the ancient doctrine of the metempsycho- 
` sis, Stranger still, if that doctrine should be so 
far improved as to take effect in soulless bodies; 
for, according to the founders of the doctrine, the 
soul alone could transmigrate.* Now corporations 
had no souls; that was law, laid down by all the 
books; and of all corporations, moneyed ones espe- 


cially, and above all, the Bank of the United States | 


was most soulless, Yet the rumor was, that this 


bank intended to attempt the operation of effecting | 


a transfer of her soul; and after submitting to 
death in her present form, to rise up in a new one. 
Mr. B. said he, for one, should be ready for the 
old sinner, come in the body of what beast it 
might. No form should deceive him; not even if 
it condescendéd, in its new shape, to issue from 
Wall street, instead of Chestnut! 

- A word more, and Mr. B. was done. It was 
a word to those gentlemen whose declarations, 
many ten thousand times issued from this floor, 
had deluded an hundred thousand people to send 
memorials here, certifying what those gentlemen 


sö incontinently repeated, that the REMOVAL of | 


the DEPOSITES had made the DISTRESS; and 
nothing but the RESTORATION of the DEPOS- 
ITES, ov the RENE WAL of the CHARTER, could 
REMOVE the DISTRESS! Well, the deposites 
are not restored; and the charter is not renewed; 
and yet the distress is gone. What is the infer- 


ence? Why, that gentlemen are convicted, and- 


condemned, upon their own argument! They 
leave this Chamber to go home self-convicted 
upon the very test which they themselves have es- 
tablished ; and after having declared for six months, 
upon this floor, that the removal of the deposites 
made the distress, and nothing but their restora- 
tion, or the renewal of the bank charter, could 
relieve it, and that they would sit here until the 
dog-days, and the winter solstice, to effect this res- 


toration, or renewal, they now go home in good | 


time for harvest, without effecting the restoration 
of the renewal, and find everywhere, as they go, 
the evidences of the highest prosperity which ever 
blessed the land. Yes! repeated and exclaimed 
Mr. B..with great emphasis, the deposites are not 
restored—the charter is not renewed-—-the distress 
is gone—and the distress speeches have ceased ! 
No gore lamentation over the desolation of the 
land now; and a gentleman who should undertake 
to entertain the. Senate again in that way, in the 
face of the present national prosperity—in the face 
of the present report from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury—would be stared at, as the Trojans were 
accustomed to stare at the frantic exhibitions of 
Priam’s distracted daughter, while vaticinating the 
downfall of Troy in the midst of the heroic ex- 
ploits of Elector. 

After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER and 
Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Mr. WEBSTER modified his motion to refer 
to the Committee on Finance, and moved that the 
communication bè laid on the table and printed; 
which was agreed to. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. BIBB presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of citizens of Harrodsburg, Kentucky, remon- 
strating against the rightof the President in send- 
ing his late protest to the Senate, disapproving of 
his withholding important nominations, and ap- 
proving of his sending other nominations after the 
rejection of the former directors of the Bank of the 


* From the Greek; meta, again; en, in pysche, 
the soul, i. e. The soul again in. 


the Committee on Finance and ordered to be 
rinted. - 

Mr. LEIGH presented a memorial signed by 
about seven hundred inhabitants of the county of 
Kenawha, Virginia, in favor of the restoration of 
the deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
j and ordered to be printed. j 

Mr. BELL presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens ofNew Hampshire, remonstrating against 
the renewal of the patent of John Ames, for his 
improvement in the manufacture of paper; which 
was laid upon the table. 


FOREIGN SILVER COIN. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of. the bill from the 


i! House of Representatives, regulating the value of 


foreign silver coin, as in Committee of the Whole.* 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the recom: 
| mendation of the director of the mint to insert in 
the bill the weight of the respective coins which it 
provides shall be received as a legal tender, was 
adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, as 
amended, and without any opposition to its pas- 


|| sage, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


i reading. 
Mr. BIBB, on leave obtained, presented the pe- 


Í 
i; tition of the sureties of George Harrison; which || 
i 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
REPORTS. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, asked to be discharged from 
| The petition of Thomas Tenant and others; 

‘The petition of Henry H. Burr; and 

The petition of William Hunter; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
the hoirs and legal representatives of the late Robert 
Fulton; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill, without 
i| amendment, to authorize Edmund Brooke to in- 
| troduce two slaves into Georgetown; which was 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Richard 
Wall; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Captain James Craine, 
with an amendment; 

A bil for the relief of the heirs of William Teas, 
with an amendment; 

A bill for the relief of the he 
Alannah Douglass, Elizabeth Goodwin, and Tem- 
nerance Holmes, with several amendments; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Turner, without 
| amendment. 
|  {Mr. S. gave notice that he was instructed by 
i thecommittee, when the bill was taken up, tomove 
its indefinite postponement. } 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Captain John Harris; which 
was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION TO MR. POTTER. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Wrieurt, to | 
compensate the honorable Elisha R. Potter for 
his attendance while claiming a seat in the Senate, 


Mr. WRIGHT then made some observations 
in favor of the resolution. 

It was opposed by Messrs. POINDEXTER, 
CLAY, and WEBSTER. ` 

Mr. BIBB moved to strike out the words ‘is 


insert in lieu thereof, ‘ought, under the circum- 
stances, to be paid,” which 

Mr. WRIGHT accepted as an amendment. 

Mr. CLAY then moved to refer the resolution 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT expressed himself favorable to 


T 
United States. The proceedings were referred to 


irs of Lucy Bond, | 


under the authority ofa certificate of the Governor |! 
|| of Rhode Island, was taken up. 


entitied to receive his compensation,” and to || 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WEBSTER then moved to take up the bili 
| from the House of Representatives making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year 1834. 

Mr. POINDEXTER hoped the bill might be 
postponed till to-morrow, the day being pretty far 
advance. 

Mr. WEBSTER reminded the gentleman from 
Mississippi that to-morrow was assigned to an- 
‘other purpose. He thought we might make con- 
i siderable progress in the billto-day. There were 
|; many things in it against which there could be no 
|; objection. 
| Mr. PRESTON said he would rather-take up. 
ithe bill early in the day. He begged leave to 
| Suggest to honorable gentlemen that he was by no 
i means certain that, in the present state of the 
| business of the country, the bill ought to be taken 
i up at all.’ Where was the Treasury of the United 
| States? Floating about, nobody knew where. 
He would suggest the propriety of refusing to” 
take up the bill at all tiil something was done to 
| restore the treasury of the United States to a place 
| of safe custody. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER said, to be sure, if that subject 
was to be agitated again, some time might be 
necessary. Ele would give notice, then, that to- 
| morrow morning, after the reading of the Journal, 
; he would move to take up the bill. 
| Mr. PRESTON did not mean to say that such 
ja discussion would or ought to ensue. But he’ 
| threw it outas a suggestion, whether it was proper 
į to discuss this bill when the public treasure was 
| in its present condition, 
| Mr. FORSYTH suggested to the gentleman 
i from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] that if such 
a question was to be agitated, it was as well to 
| urge it on the final passage of the bill as now. If 
| we should proceed to the consideration of the bill 
to-day, the only question would be on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Finance. 

The bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

The bill making additional appropriation for 

unexpired balances upon Georgia militia claims 
during the years 1792, 1793, and 1794, was read: 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
| The bill making additional appropriations for 
i the United States Armory at Harper’s Ferry, for 
the year 1834, was read, and referred to the same 
committee, 
; The resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
| Senate to procure 150 copies of Elliot’s Diplomatic 
; Code, was read, and referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 

The resolution providing for the distribution of 
additional copies of the returns of the last census, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

The bill to extend the time to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and 
| France; 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled “An 
act to carry into effect the convention between the 
| United States and his Majesty the King of the 

Two Sicilfes, concluded at Naples on the 14th of 
October, 1832;”’ : . 

The joint resolution providing for the distribu- 
tion of the Diplomatic Correspondence between 
the years 1783 and 1789; 

The bill granting pensions to certain persons 
| therein named; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James P. Hainesworth, deceased. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Cray, was taken up, modified by extending the 
time for the report to be made, and adopted: 
| _, Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, at the next ses- 
sion of Congress, the total quantity of the certifi- 
cates of scrip issued under the act entitled “An 
act for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia line, and navy, and of the continental 
army, during the revolutionary war; and under 
the subsequent acts containing appropriations for 
land to the same object; also, the number of cer- 
tificates, the quantity in each, and to whom 


the reference, and the motion was agreed to. 


granted, distinguishing the line of service to which 
the officer or soldier belonged, to whom or to what 
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representatives the same was granted; and like- 
wise the names of the several agents who pre- 
sented the warrantsand obtained the certificates of 
scrip. And the said Secretary is farther directed 
to report a similar statement in respect to all war- | 
rants which have been filed or officially presented, | 
but upon which certificates of scrip have not yet 
been issued. 

The resolution from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, asking to be discharged from the petition 
of the executor of Abner L. Duncan, deceased, 
was agreed to, 

The resolution from the Committee on Naval 

_ Affairs, asking to be discharged from the memo- 
rial of Johon Whitehead and others, and that the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 16, 1834. 


Me. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
Elouse to take up the appropriation bills lying on | 
the Speaker’s table. i 

Mr. GRENNELL objected, remarking that this | 
was the last day on which an opportunity would | 
be affurded for the presentation of petitions and | 
memorials. | 

After further objections from Messrs. HARDIN | 
and BURGES, | 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules by | 
which Monday was appropriated for the reception | 
of petitions and memorials, for the purpose of act- , 
ing apon the appropriation bills on the Speaker’s | 
table. . | 

Aftera remark from Mr. BURGES, in opposi- | 
tion to the motion— i | 

The question was taken, when it appeared that | 
a quorum was not present. | 

Mr. POLK then moved a call of the House; | 
which was ordered. 

_ After the call had been proceeded in for some 
time, 

Mr. BURGES moved to suspend it; which was 
negatived. 

The call was further proceeded in, for some | 
time; when, on motion of Mr. DICKSON, it was ; 
suspended, 

Mr. POLK modified his motion, suspending the 
rule, so far as to take up the appropriation bills at | 
half-past one o’clock. 

Messrs. HARDIN and VINTON opposed the | 
motion. : | 

Mr. CHILTON expressed the hope that the | 
gentleman from Tennessee would withdraw the | 
motion, with the understanding that no debate | 
should be allowed upon any memorials which 
might be presented. 

The question being taken, the motion of Mr. | 
Porr was agreed to. | 

T'he memorial of 1,841 citizens of Indiana, pray- | 
ing the restoration of the deposites and the rechar- | 
ter of the United States Bank, with certain restric- 
tions, which was presented on a former day by 
Mr. McCarry, being taken up ‘for consideration, 
Mr. McC. explained the views of the memorial- 
ists, and his reasons for differing from them in 
opinion on the subject; atthe same time declaring | 
his willingness to receive and obey it as the voice | 


of his constituents, and moved the printing and | 
reference of the memorial. : ! 

Mr. WARDWELL observed that he had not, | 
during this protracted session, occupied the time | 
of the House by saying a word upon the subject ; 
of the bank and of the distresses of the country; | 
and he would not, at this time, trouble the House | 


with any remarks, were it not for a most singular | 
communication which he had received from aj 
highly respectable constituent. : i 

This memorial from the State of Indiana states, 
in substance, that there is unexampled distress | 
throughout the country in consequence of the re- | 
moval of the pu i 
United States Ifthis bethe case, thepeople whom ; 
he had the honorto represent must besubject to the | 
same calamity. But they had not sent their com- | 
plaints here; the district gave a majority of votes | 
egainst General Jackson at the last presidential 
election; yet he had not received a single petition 
or memorial complaining of the removal of the 


i : ; 
‘| the names of some of his constituents were ob- 


ij these political papers in favor of the bank, he would 


l Mr. GRENN ELL said, as the controversy was 


blic deposites from the Bank of the || i 


“the frank of ‘ D. Selden 


deposites, or in favor of the bank. He had, it is 
true, received letters, stating that the district was 
liberally supplied with speeches and reports in 
favor of the bank and against the Administration, 
and that for two or three months past there had 
been much excitement in that section of the coun- 
try; he had no doubt but that this excitement was, 
in some measure, produced by the unexampled | 
exertions of political partisans, who, no doubt, 
were anxious to make the people believe that they 
were reaily distressed. 

The manner in which he had reason to believe 


tained, for the purpose of furnishing them with 


| now statetothe House. By this morning’s mail, | 
he had received, in a leiter froma gentleman of | 
; the first respectability, and in whose statements | 
i the most implicit confidence may be placed, a | 
| printed paper or circular, which he would now | 
read to the House. [Here Mr. W. read a paper, | 
| dated in February last, at the city of New York, 
and sigsed by J. N. Bolles, and two others, re- 
questing the names of the ministers of the Gospel, | 
exhorters, elders, deacons, and of moral, influen- | 
| tial, public-spirited, and benevolent persons, for 
the purpose of transmitting to them a paper con- 
taining a circular, which they wished to send 
through the State. Mr. W. read also an extract 
from the letter which enclosed the circular, stating 
that to the persons whose names had been fur- | 
nished agreeably to the request contained in the 
circular, there were forwarded from time to time, || 
| and franked by members of Congress, the speeches 

of Mr. Clay and Mr. J. Q. Adams, and the report 
of Mr. Webster, in the Senate, February 5, 1834, 
from the Committee on Finance.] 

From these facts, gentlemen can draw theirown 
conclusions. He knew nothing of the matter him- 
self. Heonly stated the factsas received by him. 
He could vouch for the respectability, high char- 
acter, and moral worth of the individual who sent 
him the circular. All may be right. Doubtless | 
it was, so far as the name of members of this 
House are concerned. 

As to distress in his district, he would state that 
he could say nothing of hisown knowledge. He 
had, however, received letters recently, stating || 
that mauy kinds of property sold by farmers had || 
not broughta better price since the year 1817. He || 
would state further, thut at the last session of the | 
Legislature of the Stateof New York, a bank was | 
incorporated and located at Sackett’s Harbor, in 
his district, with a capita! of $200,000; and such 
was the eagerness to obtain stock, that nearly 
$600,000 were subscribed. This shows most con- 
clusively that there is some money left in the dis- 
trict, notwithstanding the removal of the deposites. 

Mr, FULLER said he had sent documents into 
the gentleman’s district, at the urgent request of 
two gentlemen, residents of that district, who had | 
| furnished him with a list of names for the purpose. | 
As to the circular, he knew nothing about it, nor 
of the religions people to whom it was sent. 


changed from State to church affairs, he would 
move to lay the memorial on the table, but with- 
drew it at the request of 
Mr. SELDEN, who said he had little to do with ‘| 
Í the church—less than he ought to have. He was | 
i requested in this city, last winter, by a gentleman 
‘from the county of Jefferson, to send some docu- ! 
| ments into it, and a listof names was given to him 
i for the purpose. He had sent some, and was 
| very sorry that he could not send more. He | 
would, with pleasure, furnish the gentlemen with H 
| a list of names of his constituents, if he would |} 


lif the gentleman was unwilling or afraid to trust 
! his own constituents with the truth, he would also 
| furnish them with information, so far as it might 


i city of New York, requesting 
religious people in his district, and had stated the 
fact, that the documents were sent to them under |; 
” and “P. C. Faler.” ! 
The franks might be forgeries, for aught he knew; $ 


| wasappropriated last year. 


! he did not propose going into a dis 
| general principles involved with it. He concluded 


| 
but the documents were sent in the manner he had i 


mentioned. He was perfectly willing that the 
gentleman should send information into his disə 
trict; but he (Mr. W.) was unable to furnish doc- 
uments to the gentleman’s constituents. He would 
furnish them with pleasure, if he could get them 
without paying for them, as he presumed the gen- 
tleman did. 

Mr. SELDEN now understood the gentleman 
(he said) to convey the charge further than he did 
at first. He had insinuated that he sent blank 


: franks to New York, or left them there, which he 


unequivocally denied. if the gentleman intended 
to raise this insinuation, it was a matter between 
him and the gentleman. He would ask him to 
point out any proof of any kind in support of the 
charge. 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the memorial 


. was ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 


The memorial from citizens of Franklin, Mas- 
sachusetts, presented ona former day, being taken 


up— 

Mr. GRENNELL spoke in explanation and 
support of the memorialists, and moved that the 
memorial be printed and laid on the table; which 
was agreed to. 

The resolutions condemning the removal of the 
deposites, &c., from the lower House of. the 
General Assembly of Rhode Island, being taken 


up— : 
i Mr. BURGES spoke on the subject about. an 
our. : 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved the 
postponement of the further consideration of the 
resolutions till Monday next. 

The CHAIR said they would lie over, of course. 

Various bills from the Senate were read the first 
and second time, and referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

The bill from the Senate for continuing the Cum- 
berland road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, reported by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, was read. 

Mr. POLK said this Senate bill contains appro- 
priations greater than the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means by the sum of $477,000, 
and contains appropriations $670,000 greater than 
As half the year had 
elapsed, he believed it was the opinion of the 
department that the amount contemplated by this > 
bill could not be profitably expended during the 
present year. ` Heshould therefore move to reduce 
the appropriations. As to that portion of the bil: 
providing for the repair of the road east of the 
Ohio, Mr. P. explained the various propositions 
for repairing and renewing this road, and state¢. 
that the Committee of Ways and Means were. ot 
opinion that $300,000 were sufficient to repair the 
road in a proper manner. This bill contemplate 
an expenditure for this road of $1,102,000. Upon 
this scale, applied to the other public works, not 
only the present, but the future, revenue of the 
Government would be inadequate. He should 
move to reduce the appropriations to the scale of 
the last year. He moved to strike from the third 
section of the bill the sum of $652,000 for repair- 
ing the road east of Ohio, and insert $300,000. 
This sum would be sufficient to enable the depart- 


ii ment to comply with the conditions required by 


In the present stage of this measure, 
cussion of the 


the States. 


his explanation by asking that the report of the 


| committee on this subject be read. 


The report having been read— 

Mr. STEWART called for the reading of the 
report of the Secretary of War on this subject. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY appealed to the friends 
of the measure, whether it would be best to accede 
to the proposition of the chairman of the Commit- 


! tee of Ways and Means? 


Mr. STEW ART persisted in requiring the re- 


| port to be read; which was read. 


Mr. S. then explained, and supported the neces- 


| sity of the appropriation as it passed. the Senate. 
! The simple question was, whether the plan of the 


A great por- 


department should be carried out. 
and sound 


tion of the road had been taken up, 


; economy required that the plan be executed. _ If 
this was done, he would 


pledge himself that the 


road would cost the United States nothing here- 


after. 


Mr. W. R. DAVIS inquired how often that 


453 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ` 


June 16, 


ledge bad been made in the Flouse when former 
bills had been passed ? : 

Mr. STEWART. No such pledge could be 
made until thistime, when the States have resolved 
when the road shall be put in repair, they will 
erect gates to preserve it. i 

Mr. McKENNAN inquired whether the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 
posed to strike out the limitation in the next section? 

Mr. POLK did not. He was of opinion that 
the sum proposed by him was amply sufficient for 
the complete repair of the road.. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Srewarr] was mistaken 
in supposing the plan of repair had been settled, as 

he had stated. The Secretary of War, during the 
present session, had submitted this subject to the 
committee. He was unwilling to vote more than 
$300,000 at this session, orany other. Two-years 
ago $150,000 was appropriated to put this road in 
repair, in order that the States might accept this 
road; the last session $154,000 was voted for the 
same purpose. Since the States were to accept 
the road, $304,000 had been expended. Now 
$652,000 more were asked. This was monstrous, 
if $300,000 would not repair the road, he never 
would vote another dollar to that object. 

Mr. McKENNAN said this appropriation be- 
yond $300,000 did not come from the friends of 
the road, but from those who wished to see the 
end of the expenditure. 

Mr. McKAY was opposed, in principle, to the 
-bili altogether; but he would vote in favor of ap- 
propriating $300,000, or even $600,000, if it could 
be entirely got rid of. He well remembered that 
in 1832 the gentleman from Pennsylvania near 
him, [Mr. McKennan,] pledged himself to the 
House that $328,000 would fully repair this road, 
and that after that sum had been expended, the 
road would maintain itself. After explaining the 


provisions ofthe laws of Pennsylvania, Maryland, | 


andVirginia, Mr. McK. proposed a proviso, which 
he should offer, that no more than $100,000 should 
be expended until those States should agree to take 
the road when the amount should be expended. 
Unless a guarantee should be given he would not 
vote to expend either sum. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, said the interests 
of his immediate constituents forbade he should 
remain silent and permit the Flouse to decide on 
the pending amendment under the erroneous im- 

ression which the remarks of the chairman of the 

ommittee of Ways and Means were well caleu- 
lated to produce. That gentleman had read an 
extract from the documents on our file from the 
War Department. The House ought to know 
that this extract did not appear in the report of the 
Secretary of War made to this House at the com- 
mencement of the session; nor in the annual report 
from the Engineer Department. It was to be 
found in the estimates of the War Department for 
the expenditures of the year 1834. In that paper 
the Secretary of War requires an appropriation of 
$300,000. for continuation of the repairs of the 
Cumberland road east of the Ohio river, provided 
the mode in which the department prefers these 
repairs should be made meets the approbation of 
Congress. 

Now, the House will perceive that this estimate 
for the year 1834 must not be its guidein deciding 
on the propriety of passing the bill from the Sen- 
ate under consideration, That bill proposes an 
appropriation of $652,000—not to be expended in 
1833, but to complete the repairs of the Cumber- 
land road now in progress. It is well known that 
the Senate refused to make an appropriation for 
prosecuting these- repairs until an estimate had 
been furnished from the Engineer Department, 
showing the whole sam which would be required 


the Senate had acted wisely. The experience of 
the past ought to satisfy every member that these 
partial appropriations were inexpedient. 

At the first session of the last Congress the 
laws of Maryland and Pennsylvania, relating to 
this road, had been assented to by the United 
States. They proposed that this Government 
should repair the Cumberland road within the 
limits of those States, and then surrender all claim 
to "jurisdiction oger it to them. In which event 
they agreed to appoint superintendents to collect 
a sum sufficient in toll from travelers thereon to 
keep that road ever thereafter in good repair: 


In pursuance of this compact between the United 
States and the States of Maryland and Pennsyl- 


| vania, to which Virginia subsequently assented in 


part, two of the appropriations were made by the 


| last Congress at its several sittings to prosecute 


this improvement. In November last, those ap- 


propriations were exhausted, and from that time | 


to the present, the officers of this Government 
employed to superintend these repairs had been 
idle, although they had a right to expect their 
salaries would becontinued. The road, too, had 
been left in such a condition that it would now 


cost several thousand dollars more to repair it | 
than would have been necessary if the work had į 


progressed without interruption. These facts were 
made known to the Senate, and to avoid such a 
state of things hereafter, that body had rightly 
determined to appropriate a sum suficient to eX- 
empt this Government from all further demands 
for this object. 

The sum proposed to be given, is that which is 
demanded by the War Department, if the first of 
these several plans of repair mentioned in the 
annual report of the Chief of the Engineer Depart- 
ment, meets our approbation. Mr. T. here read 
extracts from the report in confirmation of his 
views. He then invited the House to turn its 
attention to the only question which ought to be 
agitated in connexion with this bill. 
rates of the War Department unreasonable? -Is 
the mode of improvement on which those estimates 
are predicated the one which Congress ought to 
sanction? 
edge of the country, he had no difficulty in answer- 


ing both these questions in the affirmative. It) 


would, he thought, be useless, worse than useless, 
to make a defective or partiel repair of this great 
highway. If it is to be done, let it be well done, 
and in a manner creditable to the United States 
and beneficial to the people of the great valley of 
the Mississippi, for whose particular accommoda- 
tion it was originally designed. 

Mr. 
nature of the chief material which had been used 
in the original construction of the road, to show 
that we ought to profit by experience and now use 
the limestone, which alone was calculated te make 
the road permanent. He also explained the defec- 
tive manner in which the road had been originally 
constructed, and insisted that the MacAdam plan 
now proposed by the War Department ought to 
be preferred. 

In reply to statements which had been made 
showing the large sums of money heretofore ex- 
pended on this road, Mr. T. appealed to the House, 


and entreated them not to permit such exhibitions | 


to prejudice their minds. What have we to do 


j with the errors of the Administrations which have ! 
It is certain that Mr. Jefferson’s | 


preceded this? 
Administration committed one error in not provid- 
ing for the continued repair of the national road 
in someeconomical manner. And theadministra- 
tion which succeeded his, erred also in attempting 
to keep this road in repair by annual appropriations 
from the national treasury. Butare we to permit 
these things to create a prejudice against the pres- 
ent measure. e now propose to make a good 
road, to reject the worthless material heretofore 


used, and then to erect toll-gates to collect a sum | 
i sufficient to relieve the treasury from this drain. 


What, said he, are we reminded, too, of the 


very large sum which this road originally cost! į 


He agreed the sum expended was enormous, and 
was at a loss to Know how se mach money could 
have been honestly expended for such a purpose. 


But are we to refuse an appropriation asked for- 


by the present head of the War Department, 


} | solely because his predecessors or theirsubordinate 
to complete them. In so doing, Mr. T. thought || 


agents, under former Administrations, have wasted 


or misapplied appropriations made by Congress? 


He hoped not. He hoped the House would 
examine the estimates now furnished, and if they 
were, as he believed they were, reasonable and 


accurate, he trusted the whole sum of $652,000 : 


would be given. 

Mr. T. said the [Fouse need not be alarmed at 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
that this sum would embarrass the Treasury De- 
partment. It was now well understood, that the 


| receipts from the customs for the year 1834 would 


exceed considerably the estimated receipts made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury at the commence- 


Are the esti- ; 


Mr. T. said, from his personal knowl- ; 


T. made some statements concerning the | 


i 
f 
i 
| 


ment of the present Congress. Besides, the whole 
sum asked for cannot be expended within the year. 
It was most probable not more than $150,600 or 
$200,000 would be actually drawn from the Treas- 
ury during the year 1834. So that the only differ- 
ence between the bill from the Senate and the bill, 
if amended, as proposed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, would be this: if we make now an 
appropriation of $300,000, we shall be called next 
year for more money; we shall waste time again 
in a long debate, and perhaps suffer the repairs to 
be again suspended. On the contrary, if we sanc- 
tion the bill from the Senate, we shall place at the 
disposal of the War Department a sum sufficient 
te relieve us from all further applications, and ac- 
complish the object which the friends of the road 
desire, 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved to amend the 
amendment so as to provide that no larger sum 
than $300,000 be appropriated for the object this 

ear.. 
y After some further remarks from Messrs. E. 
WHITTLESEY, ARCHER, and STEWART, 

Mr. CHILTON moved that the further consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed to Thursday next, 
with a view to proceed to other business. 

Mr. MERCER hoped the bill would not be 
postponed. Weshould want time on Thursday 
next as much as now. 

Mr. VANCE opposed the postponement. If it 
was to be passed, he hoped it would be passed at 


once. 

Mr. SELDEN was in favor of the postpone- 
ment, in order that the friends of the bill- might 
unite their own views in regard to it. 

Mr. EWING opposed the postponement. 

Mr.CHILTON withdrew the motion, in the 
hope that the question would be taken without 
further debate. : 

After some further discussion, in which Messrs. 
MERCER, POLK, SUTHERLAND, THOM- 
AS of Maryland, CHAMBERS, and BEARDS- 
LEY participated, 

Mr. W. R.DA VIS, in order to test the principle 
of the bill, moved to strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, could not, he said, 
vote for any of the propositions. We had ex- 
pended four millions of dollars in making a road 
which we could neither give away nor use, with- 
out very great additional expense. He would vote 
to reduce the appropriation to $300,000, and to 
strike out the-enacting clause, or for any proposi- 
tion by which we could get clear of the burden of 
this road. 

Mr. VANCE did not see (he said) how gentle- 
men could get along without thisroad. Without 
it, they would have no chance to make speeches 
every year in favor of economy, State rights, &c. 
If this was out of the way, gentlemen would be 
obliged to look out for some other subject for re- 
trenchment speeches. They would be driven to 
talk about the $600,000 for the New York cus- 


|! tom-house, the halfa million for the repair ofnavy- 


yards, the million for repairs and contingencies 
forthe navy,&c. We would have to look for some 
of the heavy expenditures made on our sea-board. 
He remembered the time when there was no com- 
merce between the East and the West by this 
route, Ifgentlemen choose to cut off the commerce 
which had since grown up, and which had led to the 
settlement of the western States, let them do it by 
refusing to keep up this road. All the money 
which had ever been expended upon this road 
would not amount to three cents a pound on the 
merchandize which hand been transported upon it. 
The whole sum expended on the road did not 
amount to as much as the sums expended for re- 
pairs on your little navy-yards and dock-yards. 
Yet, inasmuch as the money had been expended 
for the benefit of the West, in common with the 


‘| rest of the country—although it was the only ex- 
| penditure which had been made for the benefit of 


the West-—it was the constant theme of declama- 
tion for the friends of economy and retrenchment; 
as if all the revenue which had for the last twenty 
or thirty years been collected had been expended 
upon the Cumberland road. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. GHOL- 
SON, CHINN, GILLET, VINTON, POLK, 
F. THOMAS, SUTHERLAND, McKINLEY, 
and S. JONES, who, after an explanation of his 
views, moved to lay the bill on the table. 
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; 
whieh were ordered. 

T'he motion tolay on the table was lost: Yeas 
68, nay» 133. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the reference to the acts o 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland, which he 
deemed unnecessary and improper, as he conceived 
tho.e States were not bound, under the qualified 
nssent of Congress, to accept,the road. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON explained his views 
“upon the question raised by this motion; when 
the question was taken on the amendment to the 
amendment; which was lost. 


m . 
The question was then stated on Mr. POLES |: x $ s : 
q 2 | in effeccan increase of duties. He therefore moved 


motion to strike out $652,000, and insert $300,000. | 

Mr. McICIN LEY denanded the yeasand nays; , 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER made explanations relative to | 
the expense of repairing the road. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
moved by Mr. Pork; which was negatived: Yeas 
91, nays 92. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved an amendment, | 


providing that not more than $300,000 should be | 


drawn from the Treasury for repairs during the ; 
preserit year. 

Mr. P. DICKERSON proposed to amend the 
amendment by providing that not more than 
$390,000 should be expended, unless the States 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, should 
agree to take charge of the road, when the whole 
sum of $652,000 should be expended. ; 

Before the question was taken, li 

The House adjourned. i 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, June 17, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received || 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. | 


Donexson, his Private Secretary. | 
BILLS. \ 
The bill making a reappropriation of unex- 
pended balances for Georgia militia claims, during | 
the years 1792, 1793, and 1794; i 
The bill making appropriation for the year 1834, | 
for the United States Armory, at Harper’s Ferry, | 
Virginia; and 
The bill concerning the Orphans’ Courts for 
the counties of Washington and Alexandria, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, were severally ordered to be | 
engrossed for a third reading. . 
REPORTS. 


Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill granting additional compen- 
sation to the United States judge of the western 
district of Florida; which was read, and ordered 


PETITION. ~ 4 


Mr. BIBB presented the memorial of Thomas | 


Law and others, citizens of Washington, District 
of Columbia, on the subject of a national currency, | 


to be issued by the United States, loaned to the |) 


States, and by the States to be loaned out; receiv- !: 
à ji 
able in all dues and payments to the Treasury; i 


f 


intended to substitute notes of the Government of 


thereby to protect the community against the evils | 
of the banking system. The memorial was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, aud ordered | 


| Tyler, and Webster—20. 


tig 


to be printed. li 
‘ i the day. 


RESOLUTION. 


The following resolation was submitted by Mr. || 
SPRAGUE, considered, and agreed to: a 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate an answer to the 
resolution of the Senate of the 6th day of May’ 


j all the provisions of the bill had for their object 


were usual. 


| stricken out. 
| against frauds ought to pass. 


| on the table should prevent its passage. 


-one of the honorable Senators from Missouri, who | 


' concerning the duties on lead; which was agreed 


last, in relation to officers of the customs, so far as 


may now be in his power. | 
ORDERS. | 

The bill concerning the duties on lead was then | 
taken up. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN offered the following 
proviso to the bill: **That it shall not extend to 
or affect the existing duties on red and white lead, |) 
shot and litharge.’”” i 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had no objection to | 
any provision which should be necessary to pre- | 
vent frauds upon the revenue; but he was opposed | 
to going any further, and adopting anything under | 
the guise of preventing frauds, which should be |; 


i 
i 
i 


1 
| 
| 
i 
! 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to lay the bill on the table till to-morrow, that he 
might have an opportunity of looking into it. ; 
Ile, however, withdrew the motion at the request | 
of | 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, who observed that || 


the prevention of frauds except one. That was : 
a section laying a duty of two per cent. per pound | 
on lead ore; it was inserted at the suggestion of | 


thouzht such a provision necessary for our own |! 
lead mines, which were sufficient to produce much i 
more lead than was necessary for our own con 
sumption. 

Mr. CLAY said, enactments to prevent frauds |} 
He thought the provision laying a : 
duty of two per cent. on lead ore ought to he 
But the bill to protect the revenue 


Mr. PRESTON said, it was always desirable ` 
that frauds should be prevented, and he would be 
sorry if the motion of his colleague to lay the bill 
Fie was 
opposed to the two per cent. duty, bat he sug- | 
gested that the provision to prevent frauds might 
be made to conform to that which had been adopted 
to prevent frauds on the importation of sugar, 
which had been melted down abroad and after- 
wards imported in the shape of syrap. ti 

Mr. CALHOUN then renewed his motion to | 
lay the bill on the table; which prevailed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, being upon 
its passage, 

The merits of the bili were argued, in some in- | 
stances at length, by Messrs, BLACK, HEN- ; 
DRICKS, LEIGH, KING of Alabama, SMITH, 
SHEPLEY, FORSYTH, TYLER, BIBB, and 
POINDEXTER; when it was lost by the follow- 


| ing vote, viz: 


YEAS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Ewing, Fre- 


Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, ;, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, | 


NAYS—Meesrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, |; 
Forsyth, Grundy, Hii, Kane, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Morris, 
Preston, Shepley, Southard, Swift, Waggaman, i 
White, and Wright—21. i 

Mc. CALHOUN then moved to take up the bill . 


to; when the proviso offered by Mr. F'reune- 
HuyseN was adopted. 


Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out that part `i 


of the bill imposing duties ‘* on ail lead, in what- |. 
ever shape imported,” and insert in lieu of it, that 
the article shall be subject to a duty of “ double 
the value of the raw material,” which was adopt- į 
ed. i 

On Mr. C.’s motion, the bill was further amend- `: 
ed by striking out the duty of two per cent. per 
pound, inserted by the House; when, after some 
conversation between Messrs. CLAY, LINN, and 


| CALHOUN, the bill was ordered to be engrossed $ 
the United States instead of bank notes, and ': 


for a third reading. : 
On motion of Mr. TYLER, the Senate pro- ` 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
When the doors were opened the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order of — 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 
The bil to provide for the satisfaction of claims 
due to certain citizens for spoliations committed 
A 5 p 7 a 
on their commerce prior to the 39th day of 


> Repsi 
tember, 1809. ii 


| 


i done. 


retary ofthe ‘Treas : 
‘he city of New York; whic 


i lie Lands, reporte 
| W. Stevenson, of the Territory of Arkansas; 
"which was read twice and committed. 


After the adoption of several unimportant 
amendments, ; 

Mr. CHAMBERS spoke at length in favor of 
the bill, and was followed by Mr. FORSYTH 
against the bill, and Mr. WEBSTER in favor of — 
it; who both declined going at large. into: the 
merits of the bill, reserving their views for another 


‘occasion. 


Mr. FORSYTH then moved that -the further 
consideration -thereof be postponed to Thursday 
next; and that it be made the special order for 
that day; which was agreed to. 

The bill authorizing the distribution of cepies 
of the late census to members of Congress; 

The bill making reappropriations of unexpended 


| balances for Georgia militia claims for the years 


1792, 1793, and 1794; 
The bili regulating the value o 
Coins; 
The bill making appropriation for the United 
States armory at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, 
Were severally read a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, i 
The Senate adjourned, 


f foreign silver 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, June 17, 1834. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on 


' the state of the Union be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill No. 92, to reduce 
'i and graduate the price of public lands; and that 
; said bill be made the special order of the day for 
_ the 20ch instant, 


Mr. VINTON said, the bill brought up the 


| whole subject of the disposition of the public do- 
i main, and was a counter project to the measure 
. which passsd the Senate at the last session. 


At 
this stage of the session it was obviously imprac- 
ticable to give the subject the consideration its 


; importance demanded. 


Mr. CLAY said, the gentleman was mistaken 
in supposing this was a project counter to the 
measure referred to, or had been got up merely to 
defeat it. Oa the other hand, it was a subject 


which had been before Congress for ten or twelve 


years past. It did not contemplate the disposition 


| of the public domain, excepting such refused lands 


as had been in market, some of them from ten to 
twenty years, The subject had been brought to 
the aitention of the House by memorials from 
various sections of the country, and from the 
Legislatures of all the new States. And he hoped 


. 7 : f | Congres | is fit during th 
‘ finthuysen, Hendricks, Knight, Leigh, McKean, ;; Congress would be able to dispose of it during the 


present session. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH said, there was no subject 


in which his constituents felt ‘a deeper interest ` 
i than this, and it was obvious that sufficient ume 


did not remain during the present session to dis- 


| pose of it. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 


Cay] suggests that it only applies to a portion of 
the public lands. This might be true as to its 
immediate application; but if the bill passed, it 
would soon embrace the whole publicdomain. He 


> should be unwilling to see a measure of so much 


importance taken up at this period of the session. 
Mr. H. EVERETT hoped the wholeday would 


‘not be consumed in determining what should be 


With a view of testing the opinion of the 


; House on this question, he moved to lay the reso- 
‘lation on the table. 


Upon which question the yeas and nays were 


: ordered. 


Mr. PATTON, considering this a most impor- 


‘tant questiou, moved a call of the House; which 
| was negatived. 


The question was then taken on laying on the 
table; which was carried: Yeas 82, nays 80. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill authorizing the Sec- 
ury to grant a right of way in 
ch was read twice, end 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. LEAVITT, from the Committee on Pab- 
da bill for the relief of William 


x 


Mr. S. JONES moved the rules of the House 


| be suspended, in order that certain joint vesclu- 
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tions relative to the management of the Post Office, | 


might be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. CONNOR suggested that a bill compre- 
hending the provisions contained in these resolu- 
tions, as well as several others; was now depending 
in the other end of the Capitol, 

After a brief explanation from Mr. JONES, the 
motion was negatived. 


‘Mr. STODDERT, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported a bill to renew the patent right of 
William Perkins; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted, i 

CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. 


The House then proceeded to the unfinished 
business of yesterday, being the bill for the con- 
tinuation and repair of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. GILMER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion of Mr. Pork to reduce the 
appropriation for repairing the road from $652,000 
to $300,000 was yesterday rejected. 

Mr. STEWART said the friends of the bill 
would vote in favor of the amendment if the re- 
striction in the next section should be stricken out. 
Ifthe supporters of the amendment would intimate 
their willingness to accede to that proposition, no 
objection would be made to the amendment. 

Mr. HAWES: hoped no such intimation would 
be given. He was opposed to the whole system. 
Unless an end was put to the log-rolling which 
prevailed in this House in relation to internal im- 
‘provements, it would be necessary to increase the 


tariff to keep the Treasury from bankruptcy. The |; 


immense amount of appropriations which had 
already passed the Efouse were sufficient, he be- 
lieved, to exhaust the Treasury. 

Mr. BROWN said he voted yesterday against 

the proposition of the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Poix,] and, upon reflection, he 
now thought the vote was wrong. Ithad been his 
intention to move for a reconsideration this morn- 
ing, but it gave him pleasure to find he had been 
anticipated by the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Giumer.] He, was not unfriendly 
to such an appropriation as would finish the road 
when he considered the compact made by the Gov- 
ernment; but he doubted very much whether the 
Treasury would be able to bear so large an appro- 
priation of the public money for this single pur- 
pose during the present year. He hoped the ob- 
servations of the honorable member from Kentucky 
[Mr Hawes] would not be entirely lost upon the 
louse. He hoped honorable gentlemen would 
look about them and see where all these immense 
appropriations will ultimately lead us. He admit- 
ted to a certain extent the obligation of the Gov- 
ernment to complete this road, and he would will- 
ingly, at the proper time, vote for such a sum as 
would finish and put it in a condition to be sur- 
rendered to the several States through which it 
passes, and thus rid the nation forever from these 
continual, and what seemed to him extravagant 
and never-ending expenditures of the public 
money. Unless he was much mistaken, the friends 
of the bill admitted that no more than $300,000 
could be expended upon the road during the pres- 
ent year, and he therefore, upon reflection, deemed 
it most prudent to limit the present appropriation 
to that sum. “He should vote for the reconsidera- 
tion of the motion to amend, and should it pre- 
vail, he would then record his vote in favor of the 
sum proposed by the honorable gentleman from 
‘Tennessee. 

Mr. EWING opposed the reconsideration at 
length, 

Mr. HARDIN went at length into an explana- 
tion of the obligation resting upon the United States 
to make this road. Mr. H. expressed his alarm 
at the amount of the appropriations for various 
works of internal improvement contained in the 
bill already reported, which he estimated. to be 
twenty millions. With regard to this road, he 
thought the $2,500,000 which had been expended 
upon it solely to enable Baltimore to compete with 
Philadelphia was quite enough. If a road to the 
West was necessary, why not makea road by the 
White Sulphur Springs and the Kenawha, which 
was a hundred miles nearer! If the friends of the 
bill were not satisfied with the $300,000 proposed 
by the amendment, he hoped they would not 
obtain more bv the vote of the House. 

Mr. F. THOMAS replied in detail to the argu- 


ments and suggestions of Mr. Harom. Mr.T. 
expressed his willingness to accede to the propo- 
siuons of Messrs. Suruertanp and DICKERSON, 
providing that only $300,000 should be expended 
during the present year, and that no further sum 
should be laid out upon the road until the States 
should signify their assent to take and maintain 
the road when the whole should be expended; and 
hoped the House would fairly meet the question, 
whether the road should be fully and finally re- 
paired by the United States, or should be aban- 
doned—which he considered to be involved in this 
motion to reconsider, unless the limitation was 
struck from the bill. k 

Mr. BURGES opposed the motion to recon- 
sider, and explained his views of the mutual and 
relative interests of the eastern and western States 
at length. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred in opinion 
with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Arcurr.] 
He was willing to vote for almost any sum that 
would enable us to get rid of the road, and transfer 
| it to the States through which it passed, But he 
feared it would beas difficult for us to rid ourselves 
of the Cumberland road as it would be for certain 
gentlemen to abandon another unprofitableconcern. 
He was by no means opposed to the object in 
view; but the appropriation should be made with 
reference to the actual condition of the revenue, 
whatever amount might be applied during the 
present year. It was not so much with a view to 
this single object that he had risen, but to notice 
all extraordinary appropriations, and to ask gen- 
tlemen, before they proceeded further in authori- 
zing expenditures not included in the annual esti- 
mate submitted by the Treasury, to inquire into 
| the condition of the revenue for 1834. He con- 
curred entirely with the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Hanrnin,] that the state of the Treas- 
ury did not authorize such extraordinary expen- 
ditures. The sum of eleven hundred thousand 
| dollars was appropriated by this bill. We had 
bills amounting to about three millions for expen- 
| ditures in this District and the neighborhood. 
There were bills now before us embracing appro- 
priations amounting to more than five millions, for 
objects which were not included in the Treasury 
estimates; which bills, it was expected by gentle- 
men, we should act upon. Berore we do so, we 
should look into the state of the treasury for 1834. 
The balance in the treasury, and the estimated 


twenty-six millions and a half; the expenditures 
| of the year, embracing only those included in the 
estimates,and allowing an equal amount for unex- 
pended balances of appropriations at the beginning 
and at the end of the year, amount to twenty-three 


public debt and interest—leaving a surplus of 
three millions. If we make the same extraordi- 
nary appropriations at this as at the last session, 
of three millions and a half, there would be a defi- 
cit of haif a million at the end of the year. He 
had no doubt that the receipts of the year would 
equal the estimate of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury—they might perhaps exceed it—but we should 
recollect how much the resources of the year had 
been diminished. At the commencement of 1833 


millions and a half, while on the Ist of January 
lust we had but seven millions and a half, making 
adifference of fourteen millions, and we commenced 
the year with a reduction of about two millions 
{in our revenue from imports—making the re- 
sources for 1834 below those of 1833 sixteen mil- 
lions. 
ized to make large appropriations for extraordi- 
nary objects. If we did so, this House, and not 
the treasury, would be held accountable for any: 
deficiency. 


expenditures, but we overlook the causes. itis in 
this hasty legislation, at the close of the session, 
when millions areappropriated without proper ex- 
amination, in our presidential contests, when mil- 
lions are authorized under political influences, in 
the great struggle between the tariff and anti-tariff 
sides of the House—the former endeavoring to in- 
crease the expenditures to sustain a large revenue, 


a just and moderaté measure of national expendi- 
‘ture. These were the causes; and the measures 


receipts for the year, from all sources, amount to | 


millions and a half, including five millions for the | 


we had, of available revenue bonds, twenty-one | 


With this knowledge, we were not author- | 


We hear much of the increase cf Government ! 


the latter struggling to bring down the revenue to | 


laying the foundation of new and heavy additions 
to our annual expense, were uniformly hurried 
through the House during the last week of the 
session—and too frequently on the very last night. 
This was the great cause of cur recent increase of 
expenditures. It originated with the legislative, 
and not with the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment—and the corrective should begin here—in 
this House. There never could be any compre- 
hensive, effectual, or substantial system of retrench- 
ment of the expenditures of Government, till this . 
habit of authorizing extraordinary expenditures, in 
the gross, at the close of the session, was reformed. 
As long as itis continued, our Federal expenditures 
must go on rapidly increasing; and it is not the ex- 
ecutive branch of the Government, but this House, 
which should be held accountable to the country 


; for this steady increase of the expenses of Govern- 


ment. During the last night of business of the last 
session, we appropriated eight hundred thousand 
dollars for this District. We had now before us 
bills amounting in their ultimate consequences to 
more than three millions for this District alone. 
In 1829 we laid the foundation for an expenditure 
of many millions at the mouth of the Delaware. 
lt was in this way that almost ail our increase of 


| Federal expenditures was justly to be ascribed to 
| legislative and not to executive origin. 


It was not 
from opposition to this bill particularly that he had 
made these remarks. He should pursue the same 
course in regard to all other expenditures not indis- 
pensably required for the service of the year. He 
should, when the question came before us, support 
the motion which the gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Pots] promised to make, to strike out the 
appropriations for fortifications notyetcommenced. 
He would do so for another reason—in the hope 
that, before the next session, the subject would 
attract the attention of the War Department; and. 


|| that a system would be proposed, similar to that 
‘adopted in regard to the navy—-appropriating a 


fixed sum annually for the gradual enlargement of 
fortifications, furnishing them with ordnance, &c., 
to be placed under the direction of able officers to 
be distributed to one object or another as they 
might deem most fit for the national interest, 
Without such a system, some of our fortifications 
never would be supplied with ordnance, while our: 
appropriations for fortifications would go on annu- 
ally increasing and be annually contested. He 
hoped that no expenditure, not absolutely required, 
would be authorized for this or any other purpose, 
and that gentlemen would unite, on all sides, in > 
arresting the progress of our annual expenditures 


! and in an attempt to diminish those Government 
| expenses which had originated in measures of our 


own, hastily adopted and too generally growing 
out of political causes. With regard to this 
measure, he hoped the sum of eleven hundred 
thousand dollars, the aggregate proposed in the 
different sections of the bill, would be reduced 
to an amount corresponding to the state of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, contended that 
the proposed expenditure was taken into account 
in the Treasury estimates. 

Messrs. CHILTON and DUNCAN spoke in 
support of the bill, and in opposition to the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. PARKS said he had heard of the Cumber- 
land road for many years, and every year we had 


| been told that the sum asked would be the last 


which would be wanted. It appeared, from state- 
ments made here this morning, that one hundred 
and thirty-two miles of the road had cost two and 
a half millions of dollars, which was equal to 
19,774 dollars a mile. it should be recollected, 
too, that this road, which had cost so much, run 
through one of the most fertile regions of this 
country. He would now call the attention of the 
House to the expense of road-making in the State 
of Maine. A few years ago, a military post having 
been established on the northeastern frontier, it 
was thought expedient to make a road to it, for 
the conveyance of stores, troops, &c. The dis- 
tance was seventy miles, the whole lying in an 
uninhabited and entangled forest, and the provi- 
sions used by the laborers were brought from this 
very Ohio country. But this road cost only twen- 
tv-one hundred dollars a mile; and he assured the 
House that the greater part of it—for he was over it 
last fail—was as‘solid, smooth, and perfect, as the 
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i 
ident’s House. Further: he would state that the | 
Siate of Maine, in taking the road from the Gov- | 
ernment, asked only six thousand dollars to put it | 
in complete repair, and this sum the delegation 
from Maine thought would be amply sufficient. 
To be sure, this was not a macadamized road, but | 
it was as good a road as any in New England. 
Fle thought we had better abandon the road which | 
was to cost $20,000 a mile,and build one ona less 
expensive plan. 

Mr. VANDERPOSL said that he was one of ! 
those who voted for the larger sum on yesterday, | 
but that subsequent reflection had satisfied him | 
that the sum of six hundred thousand dollars | 
was too large, and he would therefore vote for a . 
reconsideration, with a view ultimately to vote 
for the minor sum. He was satisfied that the 
condition of the Treasury would not justify the ap- 
propriation of the enormous sum proposed. Con- 
sidering the compact that had been adverted to iñ | 
this debate, and the fact that the Federal Govern- | 
ment had already fathered this child for so many | 
years, he (Mr. V.) had no constitutional scraples : 
io embarrass him, in relation to this particular : 
matter; and was therefore at liberty of viewing it ! 
as a mere matter of justice; of justice, so far as it: 
regarded the whole nation, which was proposed to | 
be taxed, and of justice, also, as it regarded the | 
claims of that section of country which the road | 
accommodated; and viewing it solely under con- | 
siderations of expediency and justice, he was con- | 
strained to say, that the larger amount proposed : 


to be appropriated, was unreasonable and extrav- | 
agant, Give your NewEngland Yankees six hun- | 
dred thoasand dollars, and they would be able to | 
construct with it a perfect Appian way over the | 
whole of New England. They knew the value of | 
money, and had the talent to disburse it to the best | 
possibleadvantage. Hehad been told that nearly, | 
or over, three millions of dollars had already been | 
appropriated for thisroad. He could not say that | 
he regretted even this enormous expenditure, | 
because it had perhaps tended very much to the : 
population and prosperity of that magnificent | 
valley, where, at no distant period, would be: 
the majority of our population. As an American | 
citizen, looking to the good of the whole country, he ' 
‘should not deplore sucharesult, for mankind would | 
always go where nature presented the strongest | 
attractions; but there were reasons why we should | 
at this crisis keep an eye to economy. “We had | 
heard a great deal-on this floor about the enormous | 
expenditures of this Administration; and from the | 
formidable appropriations he (Mr, V.) had already | 
witnessed here, he was convinced that the Execu- | 
tive was made the scapegoat for the uniform prod- | 
igality of this House in making appropriations. | 
Some of the most ardent friends of this bill had | 
been most loud and vehement in their denuncia- 


tions of the alleged extravagance of this Adminis- | 
tration; and he (Mr. V.) could not but observe, || : 
i| as a naval depot, he could not perceive that these 


that when some gentlemen had dilated upon this, 
their favorite topic, they always took good care to | 
forget that the legislation of Congress had contrib- 
uted most essentially to the expenditures of this 


Administration; that upon this Administration || 


had fallen the enormous calls made upon your | 
Treasury under the pension laws of 1828 and of; 
1832, and other claims created by Congress, too ; 
numerous to mention; and if we now, in the ful- | 
ness of our affection for our western brethren, į 
were to appropriate this formidable sum of six | 
hundred thousand dollars, it was difficult to say | 
how long it would be before one of the friends of | 
the bill would animadivert ‘* upon the startling ag- 
gregate expenditures of 1834,” without mentioning : 
the amount disbursed upon the Cumberland road, | 
ag a constituent part of the sum total of this year’s | 
expenditure. Mr. V. therefore thought that we | 
were admonished, not only by a consideration of | 
what was reasonable, but by the facility with | 
which, not we, sir, but the head of the executive | 
department, might in future be reproached for | 
extravagance, not to grant the enormous sum | 
appropriated by the vote of yesterday. 


Mr. V. said, though he should vote for the é 
,| disposed of without further debate. 


minor sum, he desired to have it distinctly under- | 
stood that he had not been converted to the meas- | 
ure by the speech made yesterday by the gentle- | 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Vance.] That gentleman | 
must have supposed that my colleague [Mr. ' 


Mann] was the mouthpiece of the New York del- 
egation, or he certainly would not have indulged in 


i| a train of remarksso illy caleutated to propitiate the 


good will, and secure the votes of New York. Sir, 
| (said Mr. V.,) it is the good or ill fortune of gen- 
tlemen from New York, sometimes to differ in 
opinion as to the subjects that here come before 
us, and for my part, f can freely say, that I am 
too often annoyed with the question, ‘* How will 
the New Yorkers go upon this subject?” I can- 
not accord to the gentleman from Ohio, or any 
other gentleman, the right to infer that the entire 
New York delegation intend to go for or against a 
particular measure, because one of its number 
indicates his course in regard to it. I repeat, sir, 
that I am not unfriendly to the bill, if it contains 
a reasonable sum, nor to the section of the coun- 


remark, that if the appropriation is to be supported 
in the spirit which characterized the speech of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vance,] then the 
measure might well exclaim, ‘* Oh, save me from my 
| friends, and £ will take care of my enemies? Why 
had the gentleman alluded so cavalierly to the 
appropriation forthe New York custem-house, and 
for the navy-yard at Brooklyn? What was there 
in the history and career of New York, to justify 
the spirit which such remarks evinced? Was she 
jastly chargeable with a spirit of meanness and 
parsimony to our western brethren? Had new 
York been a leech upon your Treasury ? Had she 
ever received anything to aid her in her magnifi- 
cent works of internal improvement? No, sir. 
She applied to you for aid, and you refused it. 
She asked for bread, and you gave her a stone; 
for, after she had completed her grand work, which 
was an ornament not only to that great State, but 
to the country, and to the age in which we lived, 
you, sir, (I mean this Federal Government,) at- 
tempted to subject her canal boats to your custom- 
house regulations. 1 believe, sir, that you appro- 
priated some three or four thousand doliars to make 
a military road somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Sackett’s Harbor, to enable you to transport your 
own cannon to the frontier; and that, sir, tells the 
whole story of your munificence to New York, by 
way of aiding her in her schemes of internal im- 
provement. Mr. V. said he did not know why 
this facility to attack New York. Was it because 
she was great—because she had overtwo milions 
of populatiori—because her resources were im- 
mense—and because she had her great commercial 
emporium, where was collected most of the reve- 
nue of this Government? 
things in no spirit of boasting, for he was fuliy 
persuaded, from the short time he had already 
been here, that these circumstances were not much 
calculated to commend her to an undue share of 
favor here. If New York had a commercial em- 


| porium that required custom-houses, and all the 


facilities for the collection of revenue, and if she 
hada harbor, accessible at all times, and well fitted 


| advantages, which nature had secured to her, war- 


‘| ranted taunting allusions to her, or furnished any 


argument in favor of this formidable appropriation 
for the Cumberland road. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he did not rise to dis- 
cuss the character of the New York delegation, 
| An opinion might be formed of that delegation 
without their speaking of themselves, and as one 
of the number, he chose to avoid that subject. 
Neither did he rise to say anything in reply to 
| the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vance,j for he had heard nothing from him to 


should be regarded as offensive by any member 
from New York. But he had risen to entreat the 
House to drop the subjects upon which they had 
been occupied the lasttwo hours, and to vote upon 
the bill before them, in order that they might take 
up some other of the important business of the 
session. ‘The House, he thought, would not be 
| greatly benefitted or improved by remarks upon 
the character of any delegation, and he hoped the 
| question about that of New York would be laid 
on the table, and the motion for reconsideration 


Mr. McK ENNAN spoke earnestly in opposi- 
tion to the motion to reconsider. He considered 
the reduction of the sum as tantamount to the 
destruction of the bill itself. 


try which it is designed to benefit; but I will here | 


He mentioned these | 


which he took exception, or which he thought | 


Mr. LOVE followed on the same side. 

Mr. HARDIN opposed the bill, and the whole. 
system of which it was a part. The system of 
internal improvements he viewed as unconstitu-. 
tional, and as enabling the Federal Government to 
swallow uptheStates. The interests of the West, 
he thought, were wholly mistaken on this subject. 
He believed it would be more for the interest of 
the West if mountains, higher than the Andes,’ 
and capped with eternal snows, were between the” 
Western and the Atlantic States. The trade of the 


nel—New Orleans. Now, the imports of the 
West were made from the Northeast, and her. ex- 
ports through the South west—the two points being 
thousands of miles distant. ; 

Messrs. LOVE, STEWART, and THOMAS 
of Maryland, followed in opposition to the motion 
to reconsider. : 

Mr. POLK advocated the motion, and insisted, 
that as only $200,000 could be beneficially used 
this year for the work, it was unnecessary to de- 
prive the Government of the use of three times 
that sum. He also contended that though the 
revenue of the year would exceed the estimates by 
two millions of dollars, yet we had appropriated, 
and were likely to appropriate, such large sums 
for different objects, that the Treasury would not 
be able to meet them. f 

Mr. WAYNE made some remarks in support 
of the motion to reconsider, and in opposition to 
the bill. ; 

_ Mr. D. J. PEARCE moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LANE earnestly requested him to with- 
draw it, as he wished to make a few remarks, 

[Loud cries of “ No,” “ No,” and “ Question,” 
“ Question. ”] 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put without a 
| division. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, moved a call of 
the House; which was negatived, 

The question on the motion to reconsider was 
then taken by yeas and nays, and determined in 
the affirmative: 

Yeas 101, nays 96. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Pork, reducing 
the appropriation for the repair of the road east 
of the Ohio, from $652,000 to $300,000, was then 
agreed to without a division, ey 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the words ‘ entire completion of,” in 
the third section, and the whole of the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill; which was divided. ; 

The question on the former being taken first— | 

Mr. ELLSWORTH opposed the motion. : He 
| should hesitate to vote for any appropriation for 
repairs, unless it was provided that this should be 
the last appropriation for that object. He would 
not, therefore, vote to strike out the words ** en- 
tire completion of.” 

Mr. BEARDSLEY had voted against the mo- 
tion to reconsider, and would vote against this 
motion. He wished the action of the House now 
to be fina] and conclusive. 

Mr. McK ENNAN remarked, that if the words 
were stricken out, the bill would stand exactly as 
it was reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. i 

The question being taken, the motion to strike 
out the words “ entire completion of,” was nega- 
tived: Yeas 93, nays 115. 

The question was then stated on striking out the 
fourth section. 

Mr. GHOLSON moved to amend the section 
by adding a declaration that, after the money 
appropriated by this act shall be expended, Con- 
gress will abandon all further jurisdiction of the 
road. 
| After some remarks from Messrs. GHOLSON, 
BEARDSLEY, W. COST JOHNSON, ELLS- 
WORTH, and MERCER, 

Mr. EWING offered an amendment to the 
| amendment, providing that the States of Indiana, 
Ohio, Illinois, and Missouri, shalt not be prohib- 
ited from taxing the public lands after the relin- 
quishment of this road takes effect. _. 

Mr. GILMER proposed a substitute for the- 
Í amendment of Mr. Guoxson, which he wished 


that gentleman to accept, before it was decided 
between them. 


West would then pass through its natural chan- `° 
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which was seconded. 
The CHAIR stated the main question would be 
on the third reading of the bill as amended. 
The question on the third reading was carried; 
yeas 127, nays 78. ; 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, June 18, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Dowsxson, his Private Secretary. 

The VICK PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the War Department, transmitting a 
statement relative to Indian tribes; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. TIPTON, was ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a statement of the monthly accounts of the |i 
Bank of the United States, and the State banks 
where the public moneys are deposited. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition signed by 736 | 
citizens of Tolland county, Connecticut, praying | 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States, and the recharter of said institution, 
or another, under certain modifications. | 

Mr. SMITH prefaced the presentation of the |! 
memorial with a few remarks relative to the dis- 
tress complained of, and its causes. ji 

Mr. McKEAN said he did not rise to interfere 
with the prerogative of the honorable Senator from |} 
Connecticut, nor would he obtrude upon the Sen- | 
ate his opinions of the merits or demerits of the | 
memorial just presented by the honorable gentle- 
men. He had generally found it to be the best | 
policy to mind his own business; but he considered 
the present a legitimate occasion, in parliament- 
ary order, as connected with the same subject, to | 
correct some misstatements which were going the 
newspaper rounds, in reference to himself. It had, 
he knew not how, got into print that he should 
have gaid in his place, as a Senator, that a majority 
of the citizens of Pennsylvania were opposed to 
the removal of the deposites. Now, he averred, 
in the face of the whole Senate, that he had never, 
publicly or privately, said any such thing, nor! 
should he now presume an opinion the one way or 

© the other. What he had said on the subject was 
striclly confined to the opinions of the petitioners 
whose memorials he was at the time about to pre- |i 
sent; and then only in cases where he had been 
by letter, or otherwise, requested todo so. Why, 
sir, (said Mr. McK.,) it might be considered pre- 
sumptuous, if not impertinent, for a Pennsylvania 
Senator to venture an opinion on this floor, as to !| 
the general political character of that State, when 
there are so many other gentlemen on either side 
of thequestion who seem to understand precisely, | 
not only what the present sentiment of the people | 
of Pennsylvania now is, but what it will be in all 
time to come; and from these erroneous state- 
ments, it had been ungenerously inferred that he 
(Mr. McK.) was not quite asgood a Jackson man 
as he ought to be. it was not, he said, because 
he was apprehensive, if this should reach the ears 
of the Executive, thatit would deprive himself and 
family of their daily bread, that he noticed it; but |} 
he did not like to risk the injurious effects that | 
might result to his State and constituents, by thus | 
insidiously frittering away his well-known influence | 
with the present Administration. He had, on an-| 
other occasion, said he would vote to restore the 
deposites; not because he believed the restoration | 
would afford the desired relief, but because a very | 
large majority of his constituents, who had ex- 
pressed any opinion on the subject, had asked for 
the restoration of the deposites as a measure of 
rélief; and for so doing he had been proscribed and 
denounced as a traitor by a certain well-disciplined 
corps, who had ceased not, day nor night, to pur- | 
sue him since a certain period in 1829. 
not complain of this; very far from it. 


ever had, he had long been convinced that his || 
enemies had rendered him more essential service || 
than his friends. | 
But, (said Mr. McK.,) how stands this case? ` 


| whom it might. 


ing the number of individuals from Pennsylvania 
who had petitioned that body to restore the depos- 


ites, and also the number of those who had re- į 


monstrated against the restoration. This included 
all who had actually signed memorials, on both 
sides, which had been presented to the Senate 
during the present session from Pennsylvania, and 
stands thus: from the counties of Union, Cam- 
bria, Northampton, Cumberland, Montgomery, 
Adams, Mifflin, Northumberland, Bedford, Sus- 
quehanna, Chester, Delaware, Lycoming, Hun- 
ungton, Lancaster, Franklin, Schuylkill, Berks, 


| Alleghany, Philadelphia county and city, Pitts- ; 
burg, Moyamensing and Southwark, Oxford, By- | 
| berry, Germantown, Waynesborough, Tamaque, 
| Bristol, Pottsville, and Muncy creek, (towns and 


villages,) forty different memorials, signed by thirty- 
eight thousand and seven hundred freemen of Penn- 
sylvania, complaining of distress, and praying for 
the restoration of the deposites; and opposed to 
this, from Pennsylvania, are six, and only six, 
memorials from Philadelphia, Pittsburg and the 
county of Schuylkiil, signed -by only five hundred 
and seventy-one individuals, who remonstrated 
against the restoration of the deposites; exhibiting 


a disparity of more than sixty-seven to one,and an į 
aggregate majority of thirty-eight thousand one |: 


hundred and twenty-nine in favor of restoring the 
deposites. What is the duty of a faithful repre- 
sentative of the people under such circumstances? 
Shall he, because all have not complained, turn a 
deaf ear to thirty-nine thousand, who have laid 
their petitions at his feet? In giving his vote for the 
restoration of the déposites, he had not cousulted 
the mere willof the Executive, northat ofany other 
individual; nay, he had not consulted his own will. 

He was what he professed to be, the sincere 
friend of Andrew Jackson, though he detested 
many of the reptiles that were basking in the 
beams of his effulgence, and without an authority, 
presuming to act and speak in his name. Bat 
he was also on that floor the humble representative 
in part of the people of Pennsylvania; and if he 
understood their interests, and knew their will on 
questions of mere expediency, he would advocate 
the one, and obey the other, please or displease 
He was a party man as far as 
conscience would permit. 
demned alike, a captious opposition, and a blind 
and sycophantic devotion to any Administration, 

He desired to examine this a little further. 
had another statement, made out by the same offi- 


|! cer, from the files of the Senate, which showed 


that there have also been presented to the Senate 
from Pennsylvania resolutions and proceedings of 
thirty-five meetings of the people in their primary 
assemblies. Also, eleven corporate bodies, and 
resolution and proceedings of one general State 


convention, making in all forty-seven—all recom- | 


mending that the public deposites be restored; 
and, on the other side, there have been only reso- 
lutions of twelve meetings of citizens opposed to 
the restoration presented to the Senate from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Supposing the question be tested exclusively on 
party ground, and let the friends of General Jack- 
son only be heard, he was certainly within bounds 
when he said, that of the 38,700 petitions, there 
were at least 8,000 of them General Jackson’s 
sincere friends, and very many of them his most 
active supporters; and several of them, as well as 
himself, were members of the electoral college in 
1832, and gave him their votes. Then we have 
8,000 against 571—about fourteen Jackson men in 


favor, to one Jackson man opposed, to the resto- | 


ration. So, consider it in what light you please, 
either as a question of general expediency, or as 
a purely party question, his vote was correct—if 
the will of the people, as expressed, was to be 
considered at all binding upon the representative. 
He had conscientiously listened to the complaints 
of the people; and if that be treason, let his ene- 


Mr. CLAY presented the following memorials: 

From the inhabitants of Huntingdon county, 
Pennsylvania. ` 

From citizens of the town of Cannonsburg, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania; also, 


He abhorred and con- | 


He | 


l The proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of 
ntucky; 


! the Bank of the United States, and the recharter 
of that institution; which were referred. to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a memorial, signed by 
400 inhabitants of the county of Kent, Rhode 
{sland, of asimilar character, and upon which the 
same order was taken. : 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Wake county, Nerth Caro- 
lina, held at Ffolly Spring. The resolutions 
approve of the course of the Administration in 
removing the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, sustain the reasons of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, are averse to a recharter of that 
1! institution, and approve of the acts of the Admin- 
istration generally. ‘Phe proceedings were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REPORTS. 


i Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, reported the following joint resolution: 


‘| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ii of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
|i Phat the President of the United States be re- 
i! quested to cause a gold medal to be struck, with 
. suitable emblems and devices, and presented to 
1i Colonel Croghan, in testimony of the high sense 
; entertained by Congress of his gallantry and good 
| conduct in the defence of Fort Stephenson; and that 
i| he present a sword to each of the following ofi- 
| cers engaged in that affair: to Captain James Hun- 
|i ter, Lieutenants Benjamin Johnson, Cyrus A. 
| Buyler, and John Meeks, Ensigns Edmund Russ 
ii and Joseph Duncan. 

| BILLS. 


The bill concerning the duties on lead, and 
The bill concerning the Orphans’ Courts of the 
ji counties of Washington and Alexandria, District 
of Columbia, were severally read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved a reconsideration of 
the vote upon the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, but 
consented that the motion should lie on the table. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1834. 

A lengthened and desultory debate then ensued 
| upon a proposition by Mr. PRESTON to post- 
pone the further consideration of the bill to Tues- 
day next, on the ground that no legislative provis- 
| ion had been made relative to the custody of the 
; public treasure. ; 


| In this debate, Messrs. PRESTON, WEB- 


{ 
i 
i 


| STER, FORSYTH, CLAY, and GRUNDY, 
|| participated; and it terminated by Mr. PRES- 
| TON’S withdrawal of the proposition to postpone; 
| and the Senate proceeded in the consideration of 
i; the bill. 

Theamendments reported by the Committee on 
i| Finance being first taken up— 

li The recommendation to reduce the salary of 
the additional watchman of the northenst execu- 
tive building from 750 dollars to 300 dollars, was 
| adopted. 

The amendment to give the messenger of the 
| Library 500 dollars instead of 700 dollars, was then 
agreed to. K ; 

Theamendment appropriating 70,080 dollars for 
mileage and pay of members of Congress, in addi- 
tion to the appropriation of the Lith February, 
1834, was also agreed to, 

The amendment appropriating 7,000 dollars for 
the necessary apparatus to establish a refinery of 
| gold and silverat the Mint, came up next in order; 
and after some explanation of its object from Mr. 
WEBSTER, 

Mr. BENTON said he was not opposed to the 
‘| appropriation, but it was his wish, and he believed 
i! the general object, to make gold a part of the cur- 
rency of the country; and he would only remark, 
that he would consider the vote upon this propo- 
sition as expressing the sense of the Senate upon 


, 


| 
i 
| 
i 


| 
i 
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gi 
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the question of making gold a partof the currency | 
of the country, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The appropriation of $40,000, to compensate | 
for documents ordered to be printed by Gales & | 
Seaton, after someconversation between Mr. FOR- 
SYTH and Mr. WEBSTER, was agreed to. 

The appropriation of $42,960, for printing and | 
engraving maps and documents relating to the 
public lands, ordered to be printed by the Senate, 
came up next in order. 


Upon a, request for some explanation of this |; 


item by Mr, FORSYTH, the estimates were read; 


when 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nayson the | 
passage of the amendment; which were ordered, , 
and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Linn, Mc- 
Kean, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, 
Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Web- 
ster, and Wilkins—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Hill, King 
of Georgia, Shepley, Tipton, Waggaman, White, 
and Wright—9. 

The question was determined in the affirmative. 

The appropriation of $46,294 to the contingent 
expenses of the Senate, was then agreed to on a 
division—yeas 30, nays not counted. 

The appropriation of $5,000 to enable the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to carry into effect the act 
for the relief of certain insolvent debtors, approved 
June 7th, 1834, was algo agreed to. | 

The next amendment was to strike out the sec- | 
ond section in the bill limiting the salaries of the 
coMectors of customs to $3,000, the naval officers 
to $2,500, and the weighers, gaugers, markers, || 
appraisers, and all others connected with the col- 
lection of the customs, to $2,000 each, and to 
insert in lieu thereof-— 

c That these officers and their respective clerks | 
shall receive such sums as will give them respect- 
ively the same compensation in the year 1834, 
according to the importations of that year, as they | 
would have been entitled to receive if the act of | 
July, 1832, had not gone into effect, and thatthey 
shall be paid for the year 1833 as if they had been 
specifically included in the third section of the 
general appropriation bill of 1833: Provided, That 
the compensation of weighers, gaugers, measurers, 
orappraisers, shall in nocase exceed, either by fees | 
or salaries, $2,000 each per annum: And provided 
also, That no officer shall receive, under this act, a 
greater annual salary or compensation than was 
paid to such officer for the year 1832.” 

A debate then ensued, in which Mr. WEB- 


STER, Mr. WRIGHT, and Mr. PORTER, 
supported, and 
Mr. CLAY and Mr. SILSSEE opposed the H 


amendment, the latter of whom were in favor of || $ 


the provision inserted in the bill by the House. 

Mr. PORTER then offered a proviso to the 
amendment, that the number of officers in the cus- 
tom-house shall not be augmented beyond those 
how in service. 

Mr. WEBSTER made some further remarks | 
in favor of the amendment, and expressed his 
willingness, for himself, to accept the proviso. 

‘After some farther remarks from Mr. WRIGHT 
and Mr. CLAY.— 

Mr. FORSYTH moved anadj 
was agreed to—18 to 15. : 

At six o’clock the Senate adjourned. 


ournment; which 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Wepvespar, June 18, 1834. {| 


The Committee of the Whole, on motion of Mr. | 
HARDIN, were discharged from the bill ceding |! 
the right of the United States to certain land in the || 
city of New Orleans, and the same was referred ; 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| 
and Canals, reported a bill 
struction of certain roads, agd the improvement of | 
certain harbors of the United States; which was || 
read twice and committed. i 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules, in | 
order that the additional rule, proposed by him ' 


| of the Engineer Department, call 


i Red river 
' 


some days since, might be taken up; which was 
negatived. 

Mr.VINTON, from the Committee on Patents 
reported à bill for m relief of James Jones; which 
was read twice and postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. P. DICKERSON moved to Pecondiler the 
vote by which the resolution proposed by Mr. 
Cray, making the bill for the graduation of the 
price of public lands the special order for the 20th 
instant, was yesterday laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY requested the bill might be read; 
which was done. k 

Mr. REED called for the reading of the amend- 
ment proppsed to this bill, which was, substan- 
tially, the land bill of the Senate of the last session; 
which was done. 

Mr. PATTON said, it must be manifest that 
the consideration of the bill and amendment, must 
bring up all the various projects relative to the dis- 
posal of the public lands in the different sections 
of the Union. All gentlemen, he thought, would 
admit that questions of so much importance should 
not be brought up at the heel of the session. He 
therefore moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered. 

After the call had proceeded through the first 
stage, on motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was sus- 


pended. 

Mr. GRENNELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the question of laying the motion to reconsider 
on the table; which were ordered. 

The motion was carried, yeas 111, nays 87. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- || 


munication from the Secretary of War, covering 
a report from the officer at the head of the Topo- 
graphical bureau, relative to the survey of the 
harbor of Portland, Maine. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the papers were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill making certain foreign silver coins a | 
legal tender, as amended by the Senate, came up. 

Mr. C.P. WHITE moved that the House con- 
cur in the amendment of the Senate. Agreed to. 


The bill authorizing the Secretury of the Treas- || 


ury to grant a right of way ina certain case in 


| the city of New York, was read a third time and 


passed. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules in order 
that the bills relative to the public service—the 
appropriation bills, and the coinage bill, might be 
taken up; which was carried, yeas 121, nays 34. 

The bill making additional appropriations for 
certain harbors, and removing obstructions from 
the mouth of certain rivets for 1834. 

The amendment made in committee, increasing 
the appropriation for improving the navigation of 
from $30,000 te $100,000, was read. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, moved to amend | 
the amendment, by reducing the appropriation to 
56,000. 

Mr. GARLAND opposed the amendment. He 
was not aware of any reason why the amount 
fixed by the committee should be reduced. The 
amount was required to complete the work, and | 
lessening the appropriation would only obstruct 
its progress. The raft increased annually about 
three miles in length, and delay only increased the | 
expenses of removing it. 

Mr. THOMAS withdrew his motion. 

Mr, HUBBARD was unwilling to go into a | 


discussion of this subject. The sum proposed by |! 


the department to be applied to this object was | 
$25,000. The committee concluded to increase it 
to $30, 00. This sum, he believed, was all that 
could be profitably expended before the end of the 
next session of Congress. The object of the com- 
mittee was to carry on the works com menced. If 
the House should increase appropriations upon 
individual statements, it would be treading on un- 
safe ground. 

Mr. POLK said the amendments added in the | 
committee, proposing additional appropriations 
which had never been examined by any commit- 


tee, amounted to $350,000. We had the estimate || 


; and the 

views of individuals, however respectable, could | 
not be compared with this estimate as the basis of 

action by the House. 


ing for $25,000. 
This was from a responsible source; 


I'LEY, BURGES, 


wished to see the obstruction removed would, on 
every principle of economy, support the amende: 
ment. This amount was now sufficient, but here- 
after it might require double the amount from the? ~ 


‘| continued increase of the obstruction. 


Mr. VINTON had voted for the amendment, ; 
but should vote against concurring in it. The im- 
provement was not for commercial purposes, but 
it is intended to bring a large body of the bestcot- 
| ton land in the United States into the market. In- 
stead of bringing a price according to its value, by 
| the bill granting preémption rights, passed a few 
| days since, this land will not fetch more than one 
| dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. All the 
| motives for supporting the amendment had been 
; destroyed by that bill. Ele should, therefore, vote 
i against the amendment, 

Mr. McKINLEY was notin favor of large ap- 
propriations generally, but sometimes sound econ- 
‘omy required it. From the statements of Mr. 
i Shreve, whose practical acquaintance with this 
| subject rendered his opinions far more. valuable 
than those of any other engineer in the service, he 
| should support the amendment. 

Mr. McK. replied at length to the arguments 

of Mr. Vinton as to the effect of this improve- 
i ment. 
Mr. LANE supported the amendment in com- 
| mittee, and should vote for it again, believing it 
to be called for by good policy and economy, 
upon which he explained his views relative to this 
measure. 

Mr. EWING supported the amendment’ at 
length. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND thought it was much bet- 
ter, if it was intended to pass the bill, to act upon 
it. These arguments had been heard in the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. Unless the bill could be 
| acted on and sent to the Senate, it was futile to 
take it up. Gentlemen should recollect that there 
were but few days of the session left, and act ac- 
| cordingly. ` 
Mr. VINTON went into a further defence and 
| explanation of his views in opposition to the 
| amendment, 

Mr. McKIM asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were eit 8 

After some further discussion, in which Messrs. 
| THOMAS of Louisiana, GARLAND, ASH- 
| LEY, and HUBBARD, took part, the question 
was taken on concurring with the Committee of 
the Whole in the amendment, and decided in the 
| negative—yeas 60, nays 121. : 

Mr. GARLAND moved to insert $60,000; 
which was negatived. . 

The question then being on concurring in the 
| amendment appropriating ten thousand dollars for 
improving the harbor of Mobile, in removing the 
bar at the entrance of the harbor, called the Choc- 
taw pass— 

Mr. MURPHY spoke in support of the amend- 
ment, and the question being taken, it was con~ 
| curred in. 

The question being on the amendment appro- 
priating fifty thousand dollars for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the river Savannah, and 
in removing the obstructions in said river, from 
the city of Savannah to its mouth— 

Mr. WAYNE moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out fifty and inserting twenty thousand 
| dollars; which was agreed to, and the amendment, 
as amended, was concurred in. 
| The question being next upon the amendment 
| appropriating thirty thousand dollars for continu- 
ling and securing the works at Oswego harbor, 
New York— 

Mr. McKINLEY opposed the amendment, and 
called for the yeas and nays thereupon; which 
were ordered. 

After some debate, in which Messrs. TUR- 
RILL, McCKENNAN, McKINLEY, GILLET, 
POLK, E. WHITTLESEY, WARDWELL, 
| MANN of New York, STEWART, BEARDS- 
SELDEN, HUBBARD, and 
| McKIM, took part— 

Mr. McKINLEY moved to amend the amend- 
ittee of the Whole, by strik- 
lars and inserting eight 


i ment made in Comm 
| ing out thirty thousand dol 
| thousand dollars. f . 
| The debate upon the item was continued by 
| Messrs. GARLAND, SUTHERLAND, MER- 


Mr. HA WES hoped that every gentleman who 


CER, and EWING, 
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When the question on the amendment to the 
amendment was taken, and it was negalived—yeas 

41, nays 97. . ; 
The quéstion was then taken on concurring with 


the Committee of the Whole in the amendment; |! 


which was carried. 

The amendments added in Committee of the 
Whole, for $15,000 for Big Sodus Bay, $20,000 
for Genesee river, $12,000 for Biack Rock harbor, 


$20,000 for Buffalo harbor, $4,000 for Dunkirk | 


harbor, $20,000 for Presque Isle, $13,350 for 
Cleveland harbor, $10,000 for Grand river, $5,000 
for Black river, $6,700 for Huron river, $5,000 for 
Ashtabula creek, were all concurred in. 

The item appropriating $30,000 for surveys, 
added in committee, then came up on the question 
of concurrence. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was a member of the 
House in 1824, when this appropriation was first 
made. It had been continued from that time to 
the present; and with ordinary care in its expen- 
diture, surveys enough would have been accumu- 
lated to last for a thousand years. Fle would ask 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means for an explanation of this item. 

Mr. POLK said this was rejected by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, who deemed it un- 
necessary and improper to continue this appropria- 
tion. 
Whole by the gentleman at the head of the Com- 
mittee of Roads and Canals, (Mr. Mercer,] and 
was there inserted in the bill. After an explana- 
tion upon the subject at some length, Mr. P. ex- 
pressed his decided opposition to the amendment. 

Mr. MERCER supported the amendment at 
some length; and was followed by 
> Mr. J.Q. ADAMS, who advocated with great 
earnestness the system of internal improvement. 
» Mr. ARCHER replied, and Mr. ADAMS re- 
joined; when the question was taken, and the 
amendment was negatived—yeas 90, nays 103. 

The item for improving the branch of Elizabeth 
river, called Deep Creek, $29,000, was then read. 

Mr. LOVE moved the House adjourn; which 
was negatived, 


Mr. MILLER called the previous question. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to lay the bill on 
the table; on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved anadjournment; which 
was lost; yeas 74, nays 106. 

Mr. MILLER withdrew the previous question. 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew the motion to lay on 
the table. i 

The motion to lay on the table was renewed by 
Mr. BEATTY. 

Mr. MERCER moved the House adjourn; on 
which he demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. 

Mr. GARLAND moved a call of the House; 
which was negatived. . 

The question to lay on the table was lost: Yeas 
66, nays 122. 

The question was then stated on concurring in 
the amendment appropriating $29,000 for the im- 
provement of Deep Creek. 


Mr. BEATTY moved to amend the amendment 


by adding $50,000 for the improvement of the 
Cumberland river. 
_ Mr. B. went into an explanation ‘of the propo- 

sition. 

Mr. PEYTON also supported the amendment 
to the amendment at length. 

Mr. MILLER explained the motives upon which 
he had moved the previous question. 

Mr. LANE moved the House adjourn; which 
was carried. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 19, 1834. 


y . : f 
A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, transmitting despatches received | 


from our Minister to France, covering a letter from 
Captain Ballard, of the frigate United States, detail- 
ing a fatal accident, at Toulon, which led tothedeath 
of some French seamen, in firing a salute, three of 
the ship’s guns being charged with ball. The 
message recommended Congress to grant pensions 


It had been moved in the Committee of the | 


to the heirs of the deceased, and to the wounded 
seamen, at the same rate as is allowed in similar 
cases in the naval service of the United States. 
On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, the message 
and documents were referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


nication from the Secretary of the Senate, enclosing 
a supplemental list of petitions, public meetings, 
& 


osites and the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, since the 18th of May. i 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, one thousand copies 
were ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. BIBB, fromm the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the memorial of mem- 


li district court of the United States from Natchez 
|I to Jackson, reported the same as inexpedient. 


| Judiciary, to which was referred the resolution 
: providing for the compensation of the Hon. Err- 
| saa R. Porrer, reported ihe same to the Senate, 
i with a request that the committee be discharged 


| from the further consideration of the subject. 


'| mittee reported against the allowance of compen- 
|| sation to Mr. Potter. 
ii Aftersomeconversation between Mr. WRIGHT, 
|| Mr. KING, of Alabama, and Mr. CLAYTON, 
ii Upon a point of order, the committee was dis- 
charged. 

Mr: WRIGHT then submitted an amendment 


of the Senaie as to the allowance of pay to Mr. 
Potter, instructing the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary to report a bill making the allowance; upon 
which he asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. CLAY and Mr. CLAYTON opposed the 
amendment. 

Mr. WEBSTER thought Mr. Potter was enti- 
tled to one day’s pay and mileage, which ought to 
be provided by law. 

Mr. WRIGHT briefly supported the amend- 
ment. 


ji 
| 
| 
i 
li 
ji 
|; 
i 


equitable compensation to Mr. Potter, to be pro- 
vided for in an appropriation bill. 

After some further remarks from Mr. BIBB, 
Mr. KNIGHT, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. TALL- 


| ed, was determined in the affirmative by the fol- 
| lowing vote: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cham- 
bers, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of 
| Alabama, Knight, Linn, McKean, Moore, Morris, 
Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, Tallmadge, 
| Tyler, Waggaman, White, Wilkins, Wright— 
| 24 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Clay, Clayton, 
| Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of 
| Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, 
| Porter, Prentiss, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, W ebster—22. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The bill making appropriation for the repair of 
the Cumberland road was taken up, and, on motion 
of Mr. HENDRICKS, the amendments. of the 
House of Representatives were concurred in. 


The following bills from the House were read 
| twice and referred: 


to grant the right of way in certain cases in New 
York; 

A bill repealing certain acts of the Legislative 
Council of Florida; 

A bill increasing the salaries of the judges of the 
li Territories of Michigan, Arkansas, and Florida; 


pi 
i 
į 
i Florida; 

i 

| Arkansas. 

| Mr. CHAMBERS, agreeably to notice, intro- 
| duced a bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys; 
| which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


| FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- |! 


£., both for and against the removal of the de- | 


bers of the Mississippi bar for removal of the; 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the |} 


| Mr.C. then explained the reasons why the’com- | 
| 


| to the resolution, with a view of testing the sense | 


Mr. KNIGHT was in favor of allowing an | 


MADGE, the question on theresolution, asamend- | 


A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury | 


A bill for the relief of certain inhabitants of East | 


A bill establishing an additional land office in |; 


bill making compensation to claimants for French 
spoliations previous to the year 1800. 

Mr. FORSYTH said it was obvious we were 
| notable to pass this bill at the present session; he 
|| moved to postpone it to the next session of Con- 
gress, 

Some discussion ensued on this motion, when 
| the question was determined in the affirmative by 
; the following vote: 

YEAS— Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 

Calhoun, Clay, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, 
| King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, 
Mangum, Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Robinson, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tyler, White, Wright—24. 
‘| NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clayton, 
i| Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, McKean, 
Moore, Naudain, Prentiss, Robbins, Shepley, 
‘| Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tipton, Tom- 
linson, Webster, Wilkins—21. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government: for the 
| year 1834. 

The proviso offered by Mr. Porren to the 
amendment, relative to the fees to be allowed to 
| custom-house officers, was adopted. 

Mr. SOUTHARD then offered the following 
i} amendment to the amendment: 

|| §* And provided further, that the said collectors, 
|| ‘naval officers, and surveyors, shall render an 
i; account quarterly to the Treasury; and the other 
‘officers herein named or referred to, shall render _ 
‘an account quarterly to the respective collectors 
‘of the customs where they are employed, to be 
‘forwarded to the Treasury, of all the fees and 
-+ emoluments whatever by them respectively 
‘received, and of all expenses incident to their 
i| § respective offices; which accounts shall be ren- 
i < dered on oath oraffirmation, and shall bein such 
‘ form, and be supported by such proofs to be pre- 
| ‘scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, as will, 
| fin his judgment, best improve the provisions of 
‘this section, and show its operation and effect: ” 

Which was adopted without opposition. 

Mr. CLAY then moved to strike outall the first 
| part of the amendment, in the following words: 
| That the Secretary of the Treasury be author- 
|| ‘ized to pay the collectors, naval officers, survey- 
‘| ‘ors, and their respective clerks, together with the 
‘ weighers and markers, of the several ports of the 
i! < United States, such sums as will give to said offi- 
‘cers, respectively, the same compensation in the 
| “year 1834, according to the importations of that 
‘ year as they would have been entitled to receive, 
‘if the act of 14th July, 1832, had not.gone into 
‘effect; and that the clerks employed by the 
| ‘ respective collectors, &c., together: with the 
‘markers, of the several ports, shall be paid for 
| ‘the year 1833, as if they had been specifically 
|| ‘included in the third section of the general appro- 
| < priation act of the year 1833.” 
| _ After some discussion, in which Messrs. CLAY, 
|! WRIGHT, BIBB,SILSBEE,SHEPLEY, WIL- 
KiNS, and TALLMADGE, participated, at the 
j suggestion of Mr. WEBSTER, ` 

Mr. CLAY withdrew his proposed amendment. - 

Mr. SILSBEE then moved to strike out of the 
amendment ‘ weighers, gaugers, markers, meas- 
urers, or appraisers,” and insert ‘that in no case 
|| shall the compensation of any other officers than 
|| collectors, naval officers, and surveyors, whether by 
salaries, fees, or otherwise, exceed the eum of 
$2,000 each per annum,” which was agreed to; and 
the amendment reported by the Committee on 
Finance, as amended, was agreed to. 

i Several other amendments were offered, which 
a be given in the subsequent proceedings on the 

ill. 

Mr. WILKINS gave notice that he should, to- 
|| Morrow, move the Senate, at as early an heur ag 
practicable, to go into executive business. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

The Senate adjourned. 


aF Congress havipg fixed Monday, the 30:h 
| instant, for the day of adjournment, the next numi- 
ber of the Congressional Globe will not be printed 
until Tuesday, the Istof July; and the proceedings 
il of the last day of the session will-be given in it. 
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Tuurspar, June 19, 1834. 


Tne message received from the President of the 
United States, yesterday, transmitting an extract 
of a despatch from Mr, Livingston, and the copy 
of a communication made to him by Captain Bal- 
lard, commander of the frigate United States, by 
which it appears that in firing a national salute 
from that ship, at Toulon, in honor of the birthday 
of the King of the French, two men were killed, 
aud four others wounded, on board the French 


ship-of-war Suffren, with a recommendation that |! 


such provision be made by law for the sufferers 
and their families,as would be made for American 
seamen killed or wounded in battle, was read. 

On motion of Mr. E. EVERETT, the message 
and accompanying documents were ordered to be 
printed and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mz. J. Q. ADAMS called for the reading of 
the papers. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill to authorize the issu- 
ing of writs of error in certain cases of patents; 
which was postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, Saturday. 

Mr. H. EVERETT, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported a resolution for setting 
apart Tuesday for the consideration of the bills 
relative to the Indian department. 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out Tuesday and 
insert Wednesday; which was agreed to, and the 
resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON reported a bill author- 
izing an appropriation for a turnpike between 
Rockvilleand Monocacy creek in Maryland; read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CHINN reported a bill to extend the time 
for completing the Washington city canal and for 
other purposes; read twice and committed. 

Mr. LEAVITT reported a bill for the survey 
and sale of certain reservations of land in Ohio; 
which was read twice and ordered to be engross- 


ed. 

Mr. CLAY moved to take up the bills relative 
to the Territories; which was agreed to. 

The bill to create two additional land districts in 
the State of Illinois, and two new land districts 
north of said State, in the territory now attached 
to Michigan, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill repealing certain acts of the Legislative 
Council of Florida, was read a third time and 
passed. 

The bill to inerease the salaries of the Judges of 
the Territories of Fiorida, Michigan, and Arkan- 


sas, was read a third time, and opposed by Messrs. |! J 
| ordered for engrossment; which was agreed to. 


McKAY, HAWES, McCARTY; and supported 
by Messrs. LYON of Michigan, EWING, GAM- 
BLE, WILDE, and SEVIER; when the bill was 
passed. 

‘The bill to establish an additional land office in 
Arkansas, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of certain inhabitants of 
East Florida, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. POLK moved to take up the orders of the 
day,at the same time giving notice that he would, 
to-morrow morning, ask the House to take up for 
consideration the bill regulating the deposites. 

The bill making appropriations for fortifications 
for the year 1834 being taken up— , 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved to lay it on the 
table, and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered, ; ` 
The question Þeing taken, it was decided in the 
negative—-yeas 77, nays 102. oe 
Mr, POLK moved to reduce the appropriation 
for Castle Island, from $34,000 to $17,000; which 
was agreed to. 
Mr. P. moved to strike out ihe ayse; “fora 
harbor at George’s Island, $100,000. 5 
The motion as sappóried by Mr. POLK and 
Mr. W. R. DAVIS, and opposed by Messrs. 
GORHAM, E. EVERETT, and GRENNELL; 


when á 


30 


| marks in opposition to the Executive Government; 


| val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac 


| United States frigate United States, in the. harbor 


! reading. 


| Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of A. 


| sentatives, making appropriations for the payment | 


Mr. CROCKETT made some desultory" re- 


and was replied to by Mr. DUNLAP, who op- 
posed the general principle of this bill, as well as 
the internal improvement system generally. 

Mr. CROCKETT briefly rejoined. . 

The opposition to Mr. PoLr’s motion was con- 
tinued by Messrs. SELDEN, BEARDSLEY, 
FILLMORE, and REED; and it was supported 
By Mesara, POLK, HAWES, and McKINLEY; 
when F 
_ Mr. PEYTON, after some remarks in opposi- 
tion to the system of fortification generally, moved 
to strike the enacting clause from the bili. 

Mr. S. JONES supported this proposition at 
length. 

Before the question was taken, 

Mr. LANE moved that the House adjourn; 
which was carried. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, June 20, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report of the Register relative to officers 
of the customs. 


REPORTS. 
Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on Na- 


Garretson, late a purser in the navy. 

Also, a bill placing Master Commandant George 
Budd upon the invalid pension roll. 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made yesterday, rela- 
tive to theaccounts of the deposite banks, and the 
Bank of the United States, be printed; which was 
agreed to. i 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bili to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to cause provisions, and other 
stores, to be transferred from one depot to another; 

A bill changing the title of Master Commandant, 
to Commander; and Sailing Master, to Master; 

A bill to establish a Naval Academy; 

A bill to regulate navy rations; 

A bill relative to the enlistment of boys in the 


navy; 
A bill to establish a fund for the benefit of the 
widows and orphans of commission and warrant 
officers of the navy; and 

A bill granting pensions to French subjects ac- 
cidentally killed by discharging a salute from the 


of Toulon. ` 
Mr. SOUTHARD requested that this bill might 
be read a second time, in order that it might be 


Mr. BIBB submitted an amendment, that. the 
pensions allowed should be double the amount of 
what was given to American seamen who were 


| killed or wounded in battle, and for like periods; |! 
| which, after some further remarks from Messrs. 
|| CLAY, BIBB, SOUTHARD, TALLMADGE, 


and MANGUM, was adopted, and the bill, as 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
B. Ostrander. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made a report upon the memorial of John 
Ross, and other delegates of the Cherokee nation, 
relative to the disposition of theirlands in the State 
of Georgia; which report was ordered to be 
printed, and the consitleration thereof postponed 
until the next session. Di 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on the Judici- 


ary, reported a bill granting the right of wayina |; 


certain case in the city of New York. : 
Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 


of Indian annuities, and gave notice that he should | 
move that it be taken up to-morrow. 


Vou. 1....No. 30; ` 


Mr. W. also gave notice that, to-morrow, he. 
should ask the consideration of the bill repealing: 
so much of the tariff law of 1832 as relates to 
hardware. ; 

_Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill regulating the weight of 
interest in the bill providing for the final settlement 
of the claims of States for interest on advances to 
the United States during the last war. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to complete the erec- 
tion of towers, barracks, and store-houses, in the 
vicinity of New Orleans, for the use of the United 
States. ` 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Fran- 
cis P. Blair, responding to certain portions of the 
report of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, in which the memorialist felt himself 


i implicated; which was laid on the table. 


The Senate then, on motion of Mr. WILKINS, 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

When the doors were opened, the Senate had 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
© Fripay, June 20, 1834. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, covering 


| the report of Captain Talcott, relativeto the bound- 


ary of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed: 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a resolution for discharging the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the bill regulating the deposite of the public 
money of the United States in certain local banks, 
and that the same be made the special order for 
this day at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY suggested that Friday 
and Saturday being set apart by the rules for pri- 
vate bills, it was not competent for a majority to 
take up public business on,either day. : 

The CHAIR decided that, unless the rules were 
suspended, this day could not be devoted to public 
business by a special order. ; i 

Mr. POLK moted to suspend the rules, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill to-day; on which 

Mr. CLAY demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

After some conversation as to the most expedi- 
ent course, the question was taken on suspending 
the rules, and carried—yeas 114, nays 54. 

Mr. S. JONES moved toamend the resolution, 
by striking out “ this day at twelve o’clock,”” and 
inserting **Monday next, at twelve o’clock;” 
which was negatived. 


Mr. WATMOUGH moved to amend, by 


i striking out this day, and inserting Tuesday next; 


which was negatived. 
Mr. CHILTON moved to amend the resolution, 


| by adding the joint resolutions of the Senate, rela 
i tive to the deposites, which have been heretofore 


laid on the table.” $ 
The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not in order, the rules having been suspended for 


| the purpose of considering the bill reported by the 


Committee of Ways and Means. Ifthe gentleman 
from Kentucky should obtain a suspension of the 
rules, the amendment might be moved. 

Mr. ADAMS. DoI understand the Chair to 
decide, that the rules of the House having been 


| suspended for the purpose of taking up a resolu- 


tion, that resolution cannot be amended? 

The CHAIR had not so decided. The rules 
were suspended for a definite purpose, which was 
stated and understood by the House when the 
question was taken on the suspension of the rules, 
It was not in order to take up a distinct and inde- 
pendent subject, by way of amendment to the res- 
olution, unless a farther suspension of the rules of 
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the louse was obtained. This decision was made 
agreeably to the uniform practice of the House, as 
the Chair understood it. 

The decision of the Chair, after some conversa- 
tion, was acquiesced in. 

The esola offered by Mr: Pox. was then 

adopted without a division. 
The bill to amend an act passed 29th May, 1830, 
for the relief of sundry owners of vessels sunk for 
the defence of Baltimore, was then taken up, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Charles 
Burnham and others, was read. 

After an explanation from Mr. E. WHITTLE- 
SEY, the bill passed. $ ; 

The bill for the relief of Peter Alba, his heirs 
and representatives, was read a third time, and 
passed. PON 

The bill creating additional land districts in the 
States of Ilinois and Missouri, and. in the Terri- 
tory lying south of Illinois, attached to Michigan, 
was read a third time and passed. 

The resolution to provide for watering Pennsy!- 
vania avenue was laid on the table. 

The act authorizing the President to cause a 
road to be cut ia the Territory of Florida, and 
making appropriations for certain surveys therein, 
was read. . 

After a brief explanation by Mr. WILDE, in 
favor of the bill, the question was taken, and a 
quorum not voting— A 

Mr. CHINN moved a call of the House; which 
was negatived. 

Mr. WILDE moved an adjournment, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The motion was negatived—yeas 28, nays 130. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported a bill for the rèlief of Jane Tay- 
lor and others. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHILTON, from the Committeeon Invalid 


Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to || 


John W. Potts. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution authorizing the 
President to make suitable provision for the fam- 
ilies of those killed on the occasion of firing a salute 
in the harbor of Toulon, and for the wounded 
survivors; which was read twice. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS objected that appropriation 
of money could only be made by law, and not by 
resolution, and moved that it be committed to the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs; which, after a few | 


words from Mr. ARCHER, was agreed to. 


The Flouse then proceeded to the consideration |} 


of the special order. 
THE DEPOSITE BILL. 

The bill was read as reported, 

Mr. POLK addressed the House a little more 
than an hour, in explanation and defence of the 
provisions of the bill. 

He was followed by Mr. FOSTER, in opposi- 
tion to the bill. . 

After a brief explanation between Messrs. GIL- 
MER and FOSTER— f 

Mr WILDE addressed the House at length. 


The debate was further continued, and was not || 


concluded when the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
: Saturday, June 21, 1834. 

A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States by Mr. 
Donerson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing | 


the name of William Warner on the invalid pen- 
sion roll. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate re- | 


sumed the consideration of the a 
for the year 1834. 

Several immaterial amendments to the bill sug- 
gested by Mr. KNIGHT, Mr, HENDRICKS, 
and Mr. WEBSTER, were adopted. 

Mr. FORSYTH then moved to strike out the 
appropriation of $35,000 to Clarke and Force, for 
printing the Documentary History of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, authorized to be executed bya 
contract made with them dy the late Secretarv of 


ppropriation bill 


State, (Mr. Livingston,) and insert an appropri- 
ation of $15,000, to remunerate those persons for 
expenses incurred in preparing to execute the 
contract. The amendment also provided that the 
further prosecution of the work should henceforth 
be suspended. 

Mr. F. was induced to offer this proposition 
from a sense of justice to the late Secretary of 
State, (Mr. Livingston,) who, it was clear, had 
misconceived his authority under the act of Con- 
gress. It seemed to him that there was no limita- 
tion to it—that it might run up to one or two mil- 
lions of dollars; and even by the arrangement of 
the Finance Committee, it would be reduced to 
not less than $400,000. His object was to make 
an appropriation .sufficient to cover all the ex- 
penses which these gentlemen have been subjected 
to, and if any damage should be done them, they 

| could be compensated for it at the next session of 
Congress. 

Mr. CHAMBERS was afraid the proposed 
publication was not very well understood. These 
gentlemen preferred their memorial to Congress, 

| proposing this publication. After due considera- 
| tion, Congress passed anact authorizing the com- 
| pilation, and prescribed the tribunal to which the 
work should be submitted. The Secretary of State 
was selected as this tribunal, and the work was 
directed to be executed under his exclusive super- 
intendence. The publishers were willing that 
Congress should prescribe just what materials they 
chose for the work, and they were to publish no 
other than useful documents relative to the history 
of this country; and they were to receive an equiv- 
alent for it equal to the lowest scale of compensa- 
| tion known to the Government for such work. 
Mr. C.’s remarks were here suspended, by the 
|| introduction of the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
|| sentatives, who communicated the following joint 
resolution, passed by the House: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That a committee be appointed, on the 

| part of this House, to join such committee as may 
be appointed by the Senate, to consider and report 
by what token of respect and affection it may be 
|| proper for the Congress of the United States to 
express the deep sensibility of the nation on the 
event of the decease of General Lafayette. 
Mr. CHAMBERS said, as he was disposed to 
i| manifest the highest sense of respect for the 
| memory of General Lafayette, he moved that the 
| appropriation bill be laid on the table for the pres- 
ent, and that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
|! tion of this joint resolution; which was agreed to. 
The resolution was then read; when 
Mr. WEBSTER moved that the Senate concur 
therein. 
The motion was immediately agreed to. 
Mr. CHAMBERS suggested that the committee 
! consist-of one Senator from each State. 
Mr. WEBSTER thought the number too large. 
Mr, POINDEXTER suggested nine members. 
Mr. CHAMBERS hoped the President might 
appoint the committee; which was assented to. 
Mr. FORSYTH expressed a hope that the 
| committee might consist of thirteen, as there were 
| peculiar associations connected with that number. 
| The committee was then ordered to consist of 
| thirteen. 
| _ [The committee was not announced when the 
| Senate adjourned.] 
The Senate then resumed the general appropria- 
i; tion bill; when, at the request of 
H Mr. CHAMBERS, a communication from 


tf 
i 


ij 


f tions relative to this work, was read. 
‘| Messrs. SOUTHARD, FRELINGHUYSEN, 
and CHAMBERS, made some further remarks 
in support of the appropriation, and against the | 
amendment. 
Messrs. KING, of Georgia, and HILL spoke at | 


|| the work, and in favor of the amendment. 
‘| Mr. MANGUM then moved an amendment to 
the amendment, to strike out “© $15,000 to remu- | 
nerate,’? and insert in lieu thereof “ 20,000 to | 
enable the Secretary of State tosettle with Messrs. 
| Clarke and Force.” 
Mr. FORSYTH accepted the 
modification of his amendment, 
After some further remarks from Messrs. FOR-? 


| 
l 
ji 


proposition as a | 


Messrs. Clarke and Force, making some explana- || 


| length in opposition to the ‘further prosecution of || 


SYTH, WEBSTER, PRESTON, WILKINS, 
and MANGUM, 

Mr. BIBB moved a proviso to the amendment, 
‘ That nothing herein contained shall be taken as 
‘a sanction of the contract made under the act of 
‘t Congress by the late ‘Secretary of State, on the 
‘9th March, 1833.” 

The proceedings of the Senate were here sus- 
pended by the introduction of Mr. Dowexson, 
Private Secretary of the President, who presented 
the following message: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

The afilicting intelligence of the death of the 
illustrious Laraverre has been received by me 
this morning. 

I have issued the general order enclosed to cause 
appropriate honors to be paid by the Army and 
Navy to the memory of one so highly venerated 
and beloved by my countrymen; and whom 
Providepce has been pleased to remove so unex- 
pectedly from the agitating scenes of life, 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Wasnincron, June 21, 1834. 

After the message had been read, 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, it was referred 
to the joint committee appointed on this subject. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the appropriation bill; when : 

Mr. FORSYTH accepted Mr. Biss’s proviso. 

And after some further remarks from Messrs. 
KING of Georgia, KING of Alabama, CLAY, 
LEIGH, CLAYTON, WEBSTER, EWING, 
and CALHOUN, 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the amendment; which were ordered, 
| and areas follows: ; 
YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
| Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, 
Mangum, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—923. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Chambers, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Leigh, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlinson, 
Tyler, Waggaman, Webster—22, 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BIBB then offered a further amendment, 
‘appropriating four hundred dollars for the purpose 
of recording the opinions of the Supreme Court; 
to which 

Mr. FORSYTH objected, as being an useless 
| expense, although it was a small one. Copies of 
the opinions of the judges could at all times be 
obtained from the clerk of the court, and the opin- 
ions of the court delivered, were already published. 

Mr. CLAYTON made a few remarks in favor, 
and Mr, SMITH against the proposition; when 
it was negatived. 

Mr. BIBB then moved a further amendment to 
insert ‘‘ eight hundred dollars each to the Judges 
‘ of the superior courts of the eastern and southern 
‘ districts of the Florida Territory, for additional 
‘compensation. ’’ . 

After some conversation between Messrs. FOR- 
SYTH, BIBB, and KING of Alabama, the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER then offered an amend- 
į ment to the bill, “ that no payment shall be made 
|| ‘under this or any other act passed at the present 
‘session of Congress in any other bank notes 
‘than those which are at par value at the place 
‘ where such payment is made.” 

Mr. FORSYTH remarked that he thought it 
| a very fair proposition and a very just one, but he 
| Would suggest that some difficulty might arise in 

its operation from the circumstance thatthe notes 
of the Bank of the United States we were bound 
to receive in payment of dues to the Government, 
but all the notes of that bank were not every where 
at par. For instance, the notes of the New 
Orleans branch were not at par at Philadelphia. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said that a large portion 
of the revenue was collected in New York, and the 
| notes of many of the local banks there were notat 
par everywhere, and if the paper of those banks 
į was sent to a distance for disbursement, it would 
occasion a loss to the person to whom it was paid. 
His object was, when payments were made, that 
it should be dollar for dollar, 

Mr. WILKINS observed, thgt no bank notes 
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assent. to arything which went to make notes re- | 
ceivable at all. All persons knew that they were 
not bound to receive notes of any kind which 
might be offered them. Butsoldiers, for example, 
seeing this law, would think they were bound to 
receive them. fle was against a paper system 
altogether, but especially was he opposed to pay- 
ments in dues from the United States. Every | 
person hsving a warrant from the treasury fora! 
sam of money had a right to the specie for it, and | 
he was at liberty to refuse anything else. i 
G Yaun, when he provided for the deposites of: 


the public moneys in the State banks, made an!) 


arrangement by which they were to take in de- 
posite par notes and pay out in specie i 

The bill he (Mr. B.) offered a fortnight ago for | 
the regulation of the public moneys in the local | 
banks embraced a similar provision. That was | 
not adopted here, and it was now under discussion 
in the other House. He was therefore against 
any measure legahzing, or tending to legalize 
paper; but he was ready to vote for a provision 
requiring that every warrant from the treasury 
ona deposite bank should be paid in specie, He | 
therefore moved to amend the amendment by a 
provision to that effect. 

Some further remarks were then made by Mr. 
SHEPLEY, who explained why he would vote. 
for Mr. Benon’s motion, and then against the 
amendment, whether the motion prevailed or not. 

Messrs. BENTON, PORTER, and WEB- 
STEER, made some further observations, when 


Mr. i 


Mr. SHIRLEY asked the yeas and nays on || 


the amendment to the amendment; which were | 
ordered, and are as follows, to wit: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Forsyth, Grun- | 
dy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Morris, Robin- ; 
son, Shepley, Sprague, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, | 
Wilkins, Wright—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Clayton, Ewing, Fre- | 
linghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Leigh, McKean, 
Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss,. 
Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Webster—I9. 

So the motion was negatived. 

The question recurring on the amendment— 
Mr. WRIGHT desired to state, in few words, 
why he was opposed to it. The law required the | 
local banks to receive the paper of the United 
States Banks and its branches, and thisamendment | 
went to compel the banks to pay out the revenue 
ina better currency than that which they received; | 
this was his only objection. He knew that United į 
States Bank nores were not always at par. He 
knew that the bills of the parent bank were refused 
by the branch in New York, when tendered in 
payment of debts due the branch. i 

Some further discussion ensued on this proposi- 
tion, in which Messrs. WEBSTER, CALHOUN, | 
POINDEXTER, SPRAGUE, and BIBB parti- 
cipated, when D . 

Mr, POINDEXTER demanded the yeas and į 
nays on the amendment; which are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Chambers, Clay, Clay- | 
ton, Ewing Frelinghuysen, Mangum, Naudain, 
Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, | 
Silsbee, Sprague, Waggaman, Webster—17. 


houn, Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, | 
Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, 
Linn, McKean, Morris, Shepley, Switt, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, White, Wil- | 
kins, Wright—23. 

So the question was 

Mr. POINDE 
renew the amendment when the bill should be read 
in the Senate. : 

Mr. CHAMBERS then moved to strike out | 
the provision for the salaries of the Secretary of ; 
State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the At- 
torney General, on the ground that those officers | 
were not nominated to the Senate; but at 

Mr. WEBSTER'S suggestion,he did not press 
his motion; and no further amendment being pro- 


i 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cal- it 

{ 

i 

d 

1 


determined in the negative. 


j 


XTER gave notice thathe would || 


H 
i 
F 
i 
| 
i 
| 


The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


i, of Philip Moore, deceased; 
| - The bill granting a pension to Moses Archer; 


And the bili to establish a 
Natchez, Mississippi, 

Were severally ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 2 

The bill granting pensions to the legal repre- 
sentatives of the French seamen killed at Toulon, 
and to those who were wounded by the accidental 
firing of shotted guns from the frigate United 
States, while engaged in a salute, was read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

The Senate (at five o’clock) adjourned. 


port of entry at 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 21, 1834. 
After the Journal of yesterday was read— 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS rose and said, that on en- |j 


tering the tiall, a few minutes since, he had been 
for the first time informed that intelligence had 


| been received of the great calamity which had 


lately befallen the friends of the rights of man 
throughout the world, by the death of a most dis- 
tinguished and venerable individual in France. 
Since he had received the information, he had not 
had time to propose any definite proposition for 
the action of the House; butit was an occasion 
which rendered it proper for Congress to adopt 
some measure to express the sense this nation en- 
tertained of qhe character and services of the great 
man whose loss we were cailed on tu deplore.. It 
had occurred to him (Mr. A.) that the most proper 
mode of paying the respect due to his memory, 
would be to refer the subject to the consideration 
of a joint committee. He would, therefore, as 
soon us he could draw up such a resolution, move 
that a joint committee of the two Houses of Con- 
gress be charged with reporting the proper mode 
of testifying the respect which the nation enter- 
tained for the memory of General Lafayette. 
Ina few minutes Mr. ADAMS prepared and 
presented the resolution, which, after undergoing 
some modification, on suggestion of Messrs. CAM- 


| BRELENG and WAYNE, was adopted, as is | 


given above in the Senate proceedings. 
Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill from the Senate confirming 


certain land claims in the district of St. Stephen’s, | 


Alabama. Read a third time and passed. 
Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 


| Affairs, reported a bill making provision for the |; 


families of those killed on the occasion of firing a 
salute at Toulon, and the wounded survivors; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Joint Committee 


i! on the Library, reported a joint resolution for dis- 


tributing Livingston’s Penal Code. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill for carrying into effect cer- 
tain Indian treaties recently ratified by the Senate; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the select committee on 
that subject, reported a joint resolution requiring 
the Secretary of State to compile and publish an 
annual list of all the officers in the service of the 
United Siates. 

Mr.J.Q. ADAMS objected that this measure 


should not have been thrown into the shape of a |; 


resolution, but of a bill. 
Before the subject was disposed of— 
Mr. POLK called for the orders of the day. 
The CHAIR stated the orders of the day were, 
agreeably to the rules of the House, the private 


| bills on the Calendar. 


Mr. POLK moved to suspend therules, to take 
up the deposite bill. 
«Mr. DICKSON demanded the yeas and nays; 


| which were ordered. g 
The motion was lost, by the following vote, |; 


! (not two-thirds:) 


YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, 
William Allen, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 


Blair, Bockee, Bouldin, Brown, Burns, Bynum, | 


Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chambers, 


John J. Allen, ! 


Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Connor, Coulter, 
; Cramer, Davenport, Day, Denny, Dickerson, ` 
| Dickinson, Dancan, Ewing, Felder, Forester, 
Fowler, William K. Fuller, Fulton, Gholson, Gil- 

let, Gilmer, Gordon, fëraham, Grayson, Griffin, — 
: Joseph Hall, Halsey, Joseph M. Harper, Harri- 
| son, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Hender- 
| son, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Inge, 
| Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Seaborn 
| Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, La- 
i porte, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Abijah 
| Mann, Joel K. Mann, Moses Mason, McCarty, 
| McComas, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKin- 
| ley, McLene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Par- 
ker, Patton, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin 
| Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Rencher, Schley, William 
| B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Charles Slade, 
i Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, 
| William ‘Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Tur- 
rill, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
| Wayne, Webster, Whallon, C. P. White, Wilde 
i—115. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman ` 
; Allen, Anthony, Archer, Ashley, Barnitz, Bar- 
| ringer, Baylies, Beatty, Bell, Binney, Bull, Bard, 
i; Chilton, William Clark, Corwin, Crockett, Dar- 
f lington, Deberry, Dickson, Ellsworth, Evans, Ed- 
| ward Everett, Horace Everett, Fillmore, Foster, 
| Gamble,Garland,Gorham, Grennell, Hiland Hall, 


I. 
| 


| Hardin, James Harper, Jackson, William CaJohn- 
| son, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Lytle, Mercer, Milli- 
| gan, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Selden, Sloane, Spang- 
|i ler, Steele, Stewart, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, 
l! Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, 
| E. D. White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whit- 
ji tlesey, Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—69. 


The Fouse then proceeded to consider the 
GOLD COINAGE BILL. 


Mr. WHITE, of New York, moved to strike 
' out all after the enacting clause of the bill, and to 
; insert a substitute, which was read. 

| Mr. BINNEY remarked, that he understood the 
| proposal to dispense altogether with the subsidiary 
| coins, to enhance the value of gold, in relation to 
| silver, to the proportion of one to sixteen, 

Mr. WHITE assented, and entered into a de- 
tailed explanation of the principles, and provisions 
of the amendment. : 

Mr. SELDEN moved to amend the amendment, 
| go as to establish the value of gold, in relation to . 
silver, at the rate of one to fifteen and five-eighths, ` 
as originally proposed by the committee. Mr.S. 
spoke at great length in support of his proposi- 
tion. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 

CLOWNEY, GORHAM, JONES of Georgia, 
! GILLET, BINNEY, EWING, CAMBRE- 
LENG, McKIM, REED, and SELDEN, when 
the question was stated on Mr. SELDEN’S 
amendment to the amendment, and it was nega- 
|| tived—yeas 52, nays 127. 

Mr. GORHAM moved so to amend the amend- 
ment, as to make the proportion betweengold and 
silver 15.825 to 1, instead of 16 to 1, as contem- 
plated by the amendment, 

This proposition was negatived—yeas 69, naya 


i 


Mr. BINNEY inquired whether there was a 
similar clause in this bill so securing the accuracy 
| of the coinage as was contained in the present law. 
i Mr. WHITE presumed that the present law on 
i that subject would reach the coinage proposed by 
the bill. 

Mr. BINNEY read the provision of the law, 
and presented a correspondent section to be added 
| to this bill, which was accepted by Mr. WHITE 
as a modification. i 

The amendment, as modified, was then agreed 
! to without a division. 
| The bill, as amended, having been engrossed, 
was read a third time, and the question stated on 
| its passage. 

' Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays; 
i! which were ordered. . 

Messrs. ADAMS, ARCHER, and GORHAM, 
i assigned the reasons why they should vote in fa- 
vor of the bill, though not perfectly satisfied with 
i| the proportion fixed by it; and Messrs. ELLS- 
| WORTH and WILDE each made a remark as to 
i the grounds of their voting against it. 
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: The question was carried—yeas 145, nays 36. 
. “So-thėé bill was passed. . 

. The bill to regulate the value of foreign gold 
éoins within the United States, as reported by the 
Committee of the Whole, was taken up. 

Mr. C: P. WHITE moved an amendment 
making the valuation of these coins conform to 
the bill just passed relative to American coinage; 
which was adopted. g 

The bill having been engrossed, was read a third 
time, and passed without a division. 

On motion of Mr.H. EVERETT, the House, 
by consent, went into committee on the bill for the 
relief of John Bruce, and on the bill for the relief 
of John Gardner, Mr. Srewarr in the chair. 

These bills were read in committee, and reported 
to the House without amendment. 

The bill for the relief of Bruce was read a third 
time and passed, and the bill for the,relief of 
Gardner was aiso passed. : 

The bill from the Senate granting pensions to 
certain citizens or subjects of France, was, on 
motion of Mr. ARCHER, taken up. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on. the state of the Union, Mr. Warp in the chair, 
on that bill, which was reported to the House 
without amendment. 

The bill having been read a third time, a discus- 
sion arose as to its phraseology, and the general 
principles involved in it, in which Messrs. J. Q. 
ADAMS, ARCHER, PINCKNEY, FOSTER, 
and SEABORN JONES took part, when, on the 
suggestion of 

Mr. E. EVERETT, that the bill reported by 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, was free from 
some of the objections stated to this bill. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed till Monday; 
which was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the mes- 
sages of the President relative to the death of Gen- 
eral Lafayette, and the claim of the heirs of Count 
Rochambeau, which may be found in the Senate 
proceedings. They were laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 23, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Donexson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 
John P. Hedges; which was referred. 

Mr. EWING presented a memorial from inhab- 
itants of Portage county, Ohio, asking a restora- 
tion of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States, and a recharter of that institution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, made a partial report on the subject sub- 
mitted to that committee on the 5th of May last, in 
reference to the currency, gold and silver coin, 
and. other purposes. Fle gave notice that he should, 
in a day or two, ask the consideration of the re- 


port, and would move that the committee be dis- į 


charged from the further consideration of the same. 

Mr. HILL presented certain resolutions of the 
Legislature of New Hampshire, expressive of the 
opinions of that State in reference to the course of 
the Administration. 

The resolutions were laid on the table. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: : 

The bill establishing Natchez asa port of entry; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Philip Moore, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Moses Archer; 

The bill changing the boundaries of the Michi- 
gan land district; 

The bill granting the right of way through cer- | 
tain property of the United Statea, to the Win- 
chester and Potomac Railroad Company, at Har- 
per’s Ferry, Virginia; 

The bill to amend an act for the relief of Wil- | 
liam Burris, of Mississippi, approved February | 
19, 1831; í 

The bill for the relief of the schooner Three 


Sisters, of Saybrook; | 


‘The bill for the relief of Philip Bessom, 


The committee appointed to meet a similar 
committee of the House, to devise a most suitable 
means cf testifying respect to the memory of the 
illustrious Lafayette, were announced as follows: 

Messrs. Webster, White, Calhoun, Clay, For- 
syth, Wilkins, Tyler, Benton, Poindexter, King 
of Alabama, Chambers, Brown, Shepley. 

The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. SPRAGUE: . 


appointed to examine the condition and proceed- 
ings of the Post Office Department, with power 
to send for persons and papers, and to take the 
deposition of witnesses, either by personal exami- 
nation, or on commission, with permission to sit 
in the recess of Congress, and to report at the next 
session. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to communicate to the Senate all the papers in his 
department relative-to the investigation of the con- 
duct of James. Curtis, late postmaster at Eastport, 
Maine. . 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. ` 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1834. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to strike out the 
amendment inserted inthe bill when considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, for discontinuing the 
publication of the Revolutionary History by Clarke 
and Force, and to insert the following: 

For the Documentary History ofthe Revolution, 
per act of March 2d, 1833, $20,000; and it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of State to examine the 
contract entered into by Edward Livingston, late 
Secretary of State, with Clarke and Force, for 
the prosecution of this work, and make a special 
report thereon to the next session of Congress, 
setting forth the nature and character of the mate- 
rials of which the work is to be composed, the 
progress made on the work, the number of vol- 
umes which will be required to complete it, and an 
estimate of the money which will be necessary to 
complete it. 

After some remarks from Mr. SOUTHARD, 
in favor of the amendment, 

Mr. FORSYTH opposed its adoption, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Leigh, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard Swift, 
Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Web- 
ster—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
Calhoun, Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, 
Kane, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Mangum, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, 
White, Wright—20. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON then moved a further amend- 
ment, appropriating $275,000 to carrying on the 
Delaware breakwater. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
CLAYTON, GRUNDY, NAUDAIN, WEB- 
STER, and CLAY, 


intention of offering it to-morrow, in case the har- 
bor bill should not be passed through the House 
by that time, with an appropriation for that object 
contained in it. 

Mr, PRESTON renewed the motion offered by 
Mr. Binz, to insert an appropriation of $400 for 
recording the opinions of the Supreme Court, 
which was briefly supported by Mr. PRESTON, 


Mr. SMITH, Mr. FORSYTH, and Mr. SHEP- 
LEY, who asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, 
Ewing, Grundy, Kane, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Mangum, Poindexter, Prentiss, Silsbee, Tyler, 
W ebster—I15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Chambers, Clay, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Hill, 


Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wagga- 
‘man, White, Wilkins, Wright—27. 


Resolved, That a committee of five members be | 


Mr. CLAYTON withdrew the motion, with the | 


Mr. BIBB, Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. EWING, Mr. | 
| GRUNDY; and opposed by Mr. CHAMBERS, | 


Clayton, | 


Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Leigh, Naudain, | 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, agreeably to the instructions of the Senate, 
offered an amendment, providing for paying the 
Hon. E. R. Potter the mileage and daily pay ofa 
member up to the period when the election of the 
Hon. Mr. Robbins was decided by the Senate, 
accompanied with the expression of his opinion 
against the amendment. Mr.C., thereupon asked 
the yeas and nays upon the amendment; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted an amendment to 
the amendment, to allow Mr. Potter mileage and 
one day’s pay. 

Mr. CLAY, Mr. CLAYTON, and Mr. POIN- 
DEXTER, opposed the allowance of anything to 
Mr. Potter. 

Mr. WEBSTER’S proposition was rejected. 

The question recurring on Mr. CLAYTON’S 
motion, it was determined in the affirmative by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cham- 
bers, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of 
Alabama, Knight, Linn, Preston, Robinson, 
Shepley, Silsbee, Tallmadge, Tyler, White, Wil- 
kins, Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of Georgia, 
Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, 
Porter, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlinson, 
Webster—19. ; 

Mr. POINDEXTER renewed his motion to 
prohibit the payment of any appropriation in bank 
notes which shall not be of par value where such 
payment shall be made; upon which he asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as 
follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Chambers, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Southard, Sprague, 
Smith, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of 
Alabama, Linn, Morris, Preston, Shepley, White, 
Wilkins, Wright—16. . 

. So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and when the doors were 
opened, the Senate had adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, June 23, 1834. 


Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, asked the consent of the House 
to submit a motion to set apart. this day, after 
twelve o’clock, for the consideration of those bills 
relative to the District of Columbia. 

Objections being made— 

Mr. CHINN moved a suspension of the rules; 
which was negatived. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a Senate bill for procuring a 
marble bust of the late Chief Justice Ellsworth, 
without amendment. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of Ohio, obtained the con- 
sent of the House to submit the following resolu- 
tion: f 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the several reports 
of the board of visitors to the Military Academy 
for the present year. f 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill to carry into effect 
the judgments of the district courts of the United 
States; which was read twice, and laid on the table 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. GAMBLE, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill attaching the territory of 
the United States west of the Mississippi and 


i north of the State of Missouri to the Territory of 


Michigan; which was read twice and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, the Committee 
of the Whole were discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill authorizing a census of 
the inhabitants of the Territories of Michigan and 
Arkansas, and the case was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. POLK moved that the rule setting apart 
this day for the consideration of memorials be so 
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far suspended as to permit the bill regulating the | 
deposites to come up after two o’clock. 

Mr. DENNY opposed the motion, and asked a į 
division of the question, but withdrew it. 

Mr. D. called for the yeas and nays; 
were ordered? A 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY called for a division of 
the question, 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS moved to amend the motion 
so as to fix five o’clock instead of two o’clock. 
He would be willing to sit till midnight upon the 
deposite bill; but he thought, as this was the last | 
petition day of the session, it was due to the 
people to devote a part of it to the reception of 
petitions. 

Theamendment was rejected withouta division, 

The question being then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules,it was determined in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 127, nays 61. 

The question being on the second branch of the 
motion, to take up the deposite bill at two o’clock, 
Mr. DENNY moved to amend the motion by 
substituting for the deposite bill the bills relative 
to harbors and fortifications, 

After some discussion on the question of order, | 
Mr. DENNY withdrew the motion. 
The question being then taken on the motion to 


which | 


take up the deposite bill at two o'clock, it was || 


determined in the negative—yeas 124, nays 65; 
not two-thirds. 


of Joseph Swartwood. 

Mr: SUTHERLAND moved to suspend the į 
rules, in order to lay on the table a memorial; 
which was negatived. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved the suspension of the į! 


rules, in order to move to postpone the considera- 


the memorials were presented. | 
The CHAIR decided that the motion was not | 


in order, the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. || 


Pearce] being entiled to the floor on the last | 
petition day. 

The resolutions heretofore presented by Mr. 
BURGES, from the lower house of the Rhode 
Island Assembly, having come up in order— 

Mr. PEARCE, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at length in reply to the 
observations made by Mr. Burees last week. 


, Mr. BURGES addressed the House in answer | 


to his colleague, and concluded by moving thatthe | 
resolutions be referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, with instructions || 
| be engrossed; which was carried. 


to report a resolution declaring the reasons of the | 
Secretary of the Treasury for removing the depos- : 
ites to be insufficient, | 
Mr. PEARCE rejoined at length, and after some | 
conflicting remarks between the two gentlemen— | 
Mr. DENNY moved to lay the papers on the | 
table; which was agreed to. 
The resolutions heretofore presented by Mr. 


YOUNG were, on his motion, laid on the table, $; 


and ordered to be printed. i 

The prior unfinished business (the harbor bill) 
then came up. | 

The question was upon the amendment moved | 
by Mr. Mercer, investing 429,000 for the ex- | 
penses of surveys, the vote rejecting which was | 
reconsidered last week. i 

Mr. SMITH opposed the amendment. It was 
intended to provide by it for $17,000, which had 
already been expended. 

Mr. POLK said the statement which had been 
made on that subject was incorrect; the correct 
amount of arrearages was $7,000. 

After some debate, the question being taken by 
yeas and nays on the motion to add $29,000 for 
surveys, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
103, nays 87. | 

Mr. MARSHALL withdrew the motion to lay | 
the bill on the table, which had been carried some í 
days ago and reconsidered. | 

Mr. BEATTY moved to amend, by appropri- | 
ating $25,000 for the improvement of the naviga- | 


tion of Cumberland river to the highest point of |; Co 


steamboat navigation. | 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
was negatived—yeas 85, nays 95. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved toamend 


i 
i 


, by inserting an | 


Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on Rev- || 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief |i 
Read twice and referred. i 


il 


i direction of the Secretary of War. 


After some remarks from Messrs. POLK and | 
| ASHLEY, the question was taken on the amend- 


ment, by yeas and -nays, and decided in the nega- 
tive: Yeas 72, nays 96. 

Mr. HAWES moved to amend by inserting a 
clause for the improvement of the navigation of 
Green river, and Big Beaver river, in the State of 
Kentucky, $25,000; whereupon he asked the yeas 


| and nays; which were ordered 


After some remarks from Messrs. POLK, 


HARDIN,CHILTON,TOMPKINS, and MER- 


CER, the question was taken, and the amendment 
was negatived, 
Mr. DENNY moved to amend the bill by 


| inserting $25,000 for the improvement of the nav- 


ization of the Ohio river between Louisville and 
Pittsburg, to be commenced this year, under the 
Negatived. 

Mr. EWING moved to insert an appropriation 
for improving the navigation of the Wabash river, 
$20,000. 

Messrs KINNARD and EWING supported 
the proposition; which was negatived—ayes 43. 

Mr. CARR moved an amendment for improving 
the navigation in the Indian Chute, through the 
Falls of the Ohio, $26,000. 

This amendment was negatived. . 

Mr. CROCKETT moved to amend the bill by 
inserting $30,000 for improving the navigation of 
Hatchee, Forked Deer, and Obion rivers, to be 
distributed equally to each; which was negatived. 

The amendment for improving the navigation 
of Deep creek, near the Dismal Swamp canal, 


$29,000, as amended by the addition of Mr. Mer- || 


cer’s amendment, appropriating $29,000 for sur- 
y Pprop g p 


veys. 
Mr. HAWES demanded the yeas and nays; 


i i | 3 | which were ordered. 
tion of the memorials lying on the table, until after |; 


| MASON, SUTHERLAND, WISE, HAWES, 


Messrs. HUBBARD, BEATTY, MERCER, 


and FILLMORE, discussed this amendment at 
length; when the question was taken and it was 
carried—yeas 92, nays 82. 


Mr. SEVIER moved to amend the bill by |; 


appropriating $30,000 for completing the naviga- 
tion of Arkansas river; which was negatived. 
Mr. WATMOUGH moved an appropriation of 


| $16,060 for the erection of piers in Delaware river; 
| which was negatived without a division. 


Mr. WISE moved to lay the bill on the table; 
on which he asked the yeas and nays. 


The motion to lay on the table was lost—yeas | 


66, nays 109. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND now moved that the bill 

The bill having been ordered to be read a third 
time, 

Mr. PARKS moved a callof the House; which 
was negatived, 

Mr. HAW ES moved the House adjourn; which 
was negatived. 

The bill having been read a third time, 

Mr. POLK called forthe yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The bill was passed—yeas 197, nays 48. 

After various bills from the Senate were read 
the first and second time, and referred to the 
appropriate committees, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Torspay, June 24, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 


| the United States upon executive business, by Mr. 


Dowexson, his Private Secretary. _ 
Mr. MORRIS presented memorials from the 
counties of Hamilton, Warren, Muskingum, Bel- 


! mont, and Columbiana, Ohio, approving of the 
' course of the Administration, and opposed to the 


| 
| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| recharter of the Bank of the United States or the 


restoration of the deposites to that institution. 
The memorials were referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 


sixteen hundred citizens of Windham-county, | 


nnecticut, in favor of a restoration of the de- 
posites, and the recharter of the Bank of the United 


States; which obtained the same reference and | 


order, 
Mr. TOMLINSON also presented the proceed- 


appropriation of $100,000 for improving the harbor | ings of a meeting of the same county, of a similar 


of St. Louis, in Missouri. 


it character. 


| Mr. HILL moved that the Senate take up for 
; consideration the resolutions from New Hamp- 
i] shire, which were laid on the table yesterday. 
After some remarks upon a point of order, in 
which Messrs. BENTON, CLAY, CLAYTON, 
HILL, and EWING, participated, 

Mr. HILL asked the yeas and nays upon taking 
; up the resolutions; which wereordered, and are as 
| follows; to. wit: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
| Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
| bama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, Morris, 
| Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, White, Wilkins, ` 
| Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers,’ 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, 
Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbing, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Waggaman, Webster—26. ' 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Claima, 
wished to be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of William Duncan; which 
i was agreed to. i 
; Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Revolution- 
| ary Claims, made a report upon the petition of 
Pizarro Herbert, and others, favorable to the me» 
moriulists. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill from the House without 
amendment, repealing certain acts of the Legisla- 
tive Council of Florida. ‘ 

Mr. POINDEXTER’S resolution, authorizing 
the Committee on Public Lands to pursue their . 
investigation into alleged frauds, was taken up and 
| considered; when 
| Mr. WRIGHT offered an amendment, the sub- 

i stance of which was, that the persons implicated 

should have due and timely notice, so as to enable 

| them to contradict and rebut the charges made 

i against them. 

‘| The resolution and amendment were then ar- 
' dered to be printed. 

_ Mr. SILSBEE submitted the following resolu- 

| tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, at the commence- 
ment of the next session of Congress, the amount 
| of revenue collected, and the amount of tonnage 
entered, at each of the custom-houses' of the Unit 
ted States; the amount and rate of commissions 
charged by each of the collectors on the revenue 
! collected by him, and the amount of fees received 
at each of the custom-houses for each of the two 
last years. Also, the number of officers of every 
description employed'at each of the custom-houses; 
the amount of emoluments of every kind received 
by each of those officers, and the expenses inci- ` 
dent to their respective offices, for each of the two 
i last years; stating whether such emoluments arise 
from commissions, salaries, or fees, and how 
much from each of those sources; and stating, 
also, whether any, and, if any, such of these 
offices, or officers, as may be dispensed with 
without injury to the public service. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
SOUTHARD, was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That, for the balance of the session, 
; the Senate will convene at ten o’clock, and take a 
recess from two to four o’clock. 

i Several private bills were received from the 
| House, and referred to the appropriate commit- 
tees; when 

Mr. WILKINS moved that the Senate proceed 
-to the consideration of executive business; which | 
was agreed to. 

After some time spent with.closed doors, 

The Senate adjourned. 


j 
t 
I 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 24, 1834. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
| from the Clerk of the House, stating that the digest 
of the returns of State banks, required by a reso- 
lution of the House, had been prepared, 80 far as 
the means had come into bis possession. 

| Mr. WILDE said, he had examined the work 
i! in the course of its progress, and was satisfied 
‘| that it contained information of the greatest Im- 
i| portance relative to the institutions to which it 
ii referred. 
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2 


June 24, 


` Mr. ©. P. WHITE moved that.3,000 additional i 
eopies be printed; which was agreed to. i 
Mr. PARKER asked the consent of the House | 
to present the proceedings of a State convention, | 
t 


i 


held at Trenton on the 21st of May last, relative | 
to the present posture of public affairs. 

Mr. WATMOUGH objected. ; 

Mr. PARKER moved that the rules be dis- 
pensed with, to enable him to present the pro- 
ceedings. i 

This motion was negatived, two-thirds not sup- 
porting it. i : 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill granting arrearages of 
pension to Edward Lincoln; which was read twice i 
and committed, : i 

Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 

1 


trict of Columbia, reported a resolution making |} 
the bills on the Speaker’s table relative to the Dis- 

trict the special order from and after five o’clock H 
‘to-morrow, i 

After a remark from Mr. WILDE, | 

The resolution was lost. | 

Mr. CARR reported bills for the relief of Daniel i 
Smith and Zachariah McGirth; which were read i 
twice and committed. | 

Mr. GRAYSON, from the Committee on Naval i 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the establish- i 
ment of a navy-yard at Charleston, South Caro- H 
lina; which was read twice and committed. H 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill authorizing the removal 
of the custom-house from Magnolia to St. Marks, 
in Florida; which was read twice; when i 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved that the bill en- | 
larging the limits of the port of entry of Philadel- 
phia be added to this bill. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said, having charge of the 
bill which it was proposed to add to the present 
bill, he had intended, at the next meeting of the 
committee, to propose to add the bill, and two or | 
three others similarly situated, to the Senate bill 
recently referted to the committee, which would | 
ensure it a better chance of passing. 

Mr. WATMOUGH withdrew his motion to 
amend. The original bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed, f 

Mr. WAYNE 
tion of sundry 


jj 
| 
| 
‘| 
i 
| 
} 
H 


», by consent, presented the peti- 
citizens of Florida, praying that a | 
<ertain road might be made, which would greatly”! 
facilitate the communication between the Atlantic | 
States and New Orleans. H 

The petition was referred to the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals. 

The engrossed bill to attach the territory west 
of the Mississippi river, and north of the State of | 
Missouri, to the Territory of Michigan, was read | 
„a third time and passed. i! 
` The engrossed bill to amend an act passed 29h | 
May, 1830, for the relief of sundry owners of ves- | 

sels sunk for the defence of Baltimore, was read a | 
third time and passed. i 

The engrossed bill for making a road from the | 
northern boundary of Florida to Apalachicola, | 
was read a third time and passed, 

The engrossed bill authorizing a road to be cut | 
out from Columbia to Little Rock, in the Territory | 
of Arkansas, was read a third time and passed. | 
t 
f 


The bill from the Senate for the relief of the 
town of Fayetteville, in the Territor 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the survey of certain roads and the | 
improvement of certain harbors in the Territory ofi 
Michigan, was read a third time and passed. i 

The bill to authorize an extra session of the | 
Legislative Council of the Territory of Michigan, 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to allow further time for issuing and 
locating military land warrants for services during 
the late war, was read a third time and passed, 

The bill for the relief of the relatives of certain | 
French seamen killed in firing a salute at Toulon, 
and for the wounded survivors, came up on its 
third reading— 

Mr. ARCHER moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted for the purpose of amendment. Agreed to, | 

The House then went into committee on this | 
bill, Mr. Warp in the chair. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to strike out the whole 4j 

bill after the enacting clause, and insert a substi- | 
tute which he proposed | 
Mr. ELLSWORTH preferred the original bill, 


y of Arkansas, 


il would be deferred till the 
| House. 


| morrow, in order that the deposite bill might be 


1) able length in opposition to the bill, 


|| of all further proceeding on the call; but 


|| Was ordered to be put—yeas | 


Mr. WATMOUGH objected to the bill 
i read. 
| The CHAIR decided that the objection eame too 
| late. It should have been made when the time of 
the third reading wes propounded to the House, 

The bill was read a third time. 

Mr. GHOLSON wished to make a personal 
| explanation as to his course on this question, He 
| had disapproved of the removal of the deposites 

from the bank, but hrd voted to lay the Senate 
i resolutions on the tabiw, because he belived the 
| bank had lately violated its charter in resisting the 
i| examination of the committee of the House. He 
| would have preferred the amendment of his cul- 
| league, (Mr. Gorvon,} but that having been ent 
j off by the previous question, he would vote for 

his bill, because he considered it a question be- 
tween this Jaw and no law on the subject. 

Mr. BURD opposed the bill in’ speech at 
|; length. 

Mr. McKENNAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill; which were ordered. 

The bill was passed—yeas 112, nays 90. 

YEAS— Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
H Anthony Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, 
| Bockee, Bodie, Boon, Bouldin, Browr, Bunch, 
i Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, 
i; Casey,Chaney,China, Samuel Clark, Clay ,Coffce, 
i Connor, Cramer, Day, Deming, Philemon Dicker- 
‘son, D. W. Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, 
' William K. Faller, Galbraith, Gholson, Gilmer, 
ii Joseph Hall, Halsey, Hannegan, Joseph M. Har- 

i per, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, 
.| Howell, Hubbard, Abel ELintington, Inge, Jarvis, 
:, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave ` 
| Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kaw 
ii anagh, Kinnard, Laue, Lansing, Laporte, Luke 
| Lea, Leavitt, Thomas Lee, Lyon, Lyue, Abijah 
i| Mann, Joel K. Mann, John Y. Mason, Moses 
|} Mason, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, 

i McLene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Muh- 
n. Fle! lenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, 
ds of the bill, that they |! Patton, Patterson, Dutee 3J. Pearce, Franklin 
had made it as perfect as possible; and, as much |i Pierce, Pierson, Piummer, Polk, Pupe, Schenck, 

Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Smith, 


business was to be done, he hoped the bill would i! 

he abet certainty vole aaa a asi oa || Sighi, Tani eee 
te ag imself, e, | Taylor, Francis omas, homson, ‘Turri 
therefore, was constrained, though reluctantly, to | Tweedy, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Waggener, 
“hit, BLLSWORTE hoped thegendeman wouid | LY WR iel Webster, Whallon, Camptell 
withdraw the motion. i NAY3— Messrs. Joh 
Mr. BOON said, if it was withdrawn, he should ` John J. Allen, Arch 
certainly renew it. Barringer, B 
Mr. CHILTON said he could not withdraw it, |! Cage, 
consistently with what he believed to'be his duty. i| Clark, Clayton, Corwin, Coulter, Darlington, 
The motion for the previous question was sec- | Davenport, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Duncan, 
onded, > | Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Ever- 
Mr. BROWN moved a call of | ett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foster, Philo C, 
we ordered. : H Faller, Fulton, Gamble, Garland, Gorham, Gra- 
pas pi members were ascertained to be ij ham, es Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hamer, 
a ent, lg nd} 9 " It; i $ 
, . || Haruin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Eiester 
Mr. R. M. JOHNSON moved the suspension l Jabez W. Huntington, Jarvis, Jackson, William 
ah pays ald oe ae tthe yeas i Cost Johnson, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Mar- 
S ys being ¢ sory rew it. : i tindale, Marshall, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, 
i ter come AUR. was suspended, on i Milligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, 
moton aia fea RSi hea: eee | Rencher, Selden, William B. Shepard, William 
be i wee Ss > main question i! Slade, Charles Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, 
a puts nisi aus er i Stewart, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, 
M HOEVERETE ere ordered on the call o Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, Frederick 
n à 7 ; T. 2 Whituesey, Elisha Whitlesey, Wilde, Willams, 
e question being taken, Wilson, Wise, and Young—90, 


DEATH OF GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


The following are the resolutions 

€ joint committee of the Senate an 

epresentatives: 

i Resolved, &c., Thatthe two H 7i i 

t 1 À j EC, wo fiouses have received 

Now ! was responded from ail parts of the hall. |! with the profoundest sensibility intelligence of the 
o objection having been made, it was ordered | death of General Larayerte, the friend of the 


accordingly, | United States, the fri i 
Mr. E. EVERETT insisted that the bill making | friend of Libery. LOARA AER Aea AEI 


ie for the wounded French sailors at Tou- | Src. 2. Aad be it further resolved, That the sac- 

es neg been previously ordered to be read a | rifices and efforts of this illustrious person in the 
rd time. || cause of our country duri for i 

ile y during her struggle for inde- 

Tecan E Momi Mr. POLK, _ jl pendence, and the affectionate interest which he 

oe ecided that the House having | has at all times manifested for the success of her 

ord ered thei pea to be ead, a it being | political institutions, claim from the Government 
ïr and, ji wou ; | i i 

through with before any other bases ae la be / A a ae a NA 

Bist ap. Ould be | condolence for his loss, veneration for his virtues, 

il aud gratitude for his services. 


to enter into a treaty with the French Government being 
on the subject. i , A ; 

Mr. POLK hoped the discussion on this point 

bil came into the 


The amendment was adopted, and the commit- 
tee rose and reported it to the Howse, where the 
amendment was concurred in,and the bill ordered 
to be engrossed as amended. : 

The bill making appropriation for fortifications 
for 1834, came up— 

Mr. POLK moved to postpone this bill until to- 


taken up. 

Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion; which were ordered. 

The motion to Jay the bill on the table was 
agreed to—yeas 119, nays 68. 

Mr. LANE moved to reconsider the vote laying 
the bill on the table; and, on his motion, the mo- 
tion to reconsider was postponed till to-morrow. 


t 
l 
THE DEPOSITE BILL. | 
| 


-The House resumed the consideration cf the 
“bill regulating the deposites in the local banks.” 

Mr. DUNCAN offered, as a substitute for the 
bill, an amendment continuing in force the charter 
of the Bank of the United States, which he sub- 
mitted on the 25 h of April Jast. 

Mr. COULTER, who was entitled to the floor, 
when the subject was last up, spoke at consider- 


Messrs. LANE and McVEAN spoke in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. DUNCAN made some remarks in favor of 
the amendment which he had offered as a substi- 
tute for the biil. 

Mr. STEWART spoke in opposition to the 
bill, and was followed by Messrs. JONES of 
Georgia, and MILLER, on the other side. 

Mr. CHILTON rose and said, he ho 
question would be brought to a decisio 
understood, from the frien 


ped the | 


nQ.Adams, Heman Allen, 
er, Ashley, Barber, Barnitz, 
aylies, Beatty, Binney, Bull, Burd. 
Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, William 


the House; which 


the main question u 
1T, nays 77. | 

‘The question being on the engrossment of the!! 

bill, it was taken by yeas and nays, and decided d 

in the afirmative—yeas 111, nays 86. i th 
“The question, When shail this bill be read the | R 

third time? having been propounded i 


reported by 
d House of 


1881. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be requested to address, 
together with a copy of the above resolutions, a 
letter to George Wasnincrow LAFAYETTE, and 
the other members of his family,-assuring them 
of the condolence of this whole nation in their 
irreparable bereavement. 

Sec. 4. And be it further resolved, That the mem- 
bers of the two Houses of Congress will wear a 
badge of mourning for thirty days, and that it be 
recommended to the people of the United States to 
wear a similar badge for the same period. 

Sec. 5. And be it further resolved, That the Halls 
of the Houses be dressed in mourning for the resi- 
due of the session. 

Suc. 6. And be it further resolved, That Joun 
Quincy Apams be requested to deliver an oration 
on the life and character of General LAFAYETTE, 
before the two Houses of Congress, at the next 
session. 

The resolutions were read twice, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading by a unani- 
mous vote, 

The engrossed bill authorizing the President to 
make an arrangement with the French Govern- 
ment respecting the French seamen killed and 
wounded by firing a salute at Toulon was read. 

After some remarks from Messrs. McKINLEY, 
ARCHER, J. Q. ADAMS, and FELDER, the 
bill was passed: Yeas 133, nays 14. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the vote postponing 
the reconsideration of the fortification bill was car- 


ried, when he withdrew his motion to lay it upon | 


the table, and the bill now remains upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

On motion of Mr. HARDIN, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 25, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, relative to the operations of the mint for 
the past year. . 

r. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House 
for the relief of Ann M. Barron. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to amend an act for the relief of the 
owners of vessels sunk during the last war, for 
the defence of Baltimore; which, on motion of 
Mr. N., was read, and ordered to be engrossed 

. for a third reading. ° 


Mr. POINDEXTER moved that the Senate 


take up the bill to establish an additional land office | 


in Arkansas; which was agreed to, and the bill 


was read, and ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading. 

The bill for the better organization of the district 
courts for the district of Alabama was read, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate took up the bill which was lying on 
the table, for confirming to G.-Hodges, his heirs 
or legal representatives, and H. Masters, his heirs 
or legal representatives, certain lands in the State 
of Missouri; which, after undergoing an amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Kanz, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon 
several private petitions; from which the Com- 
mittee were discharged. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, asked to be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the petition of Francis A. 
Talbot and others; which was agreed to. - 

‘The bill to provide for the payment of claims 
for property lost, captured, or destroyed by the 
enemy, while in the military service of the United 
States during the late war with Great Britain, and 
the Indian wars subsequent thereto, and for other 
purposes, was taken up on motion of Mr. KING, 
of Alabama. 

Af.er some conversation between Messrs. KING, 
of Alabama, CALHOUN, and TIPTON, 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was | 


laid upon the table—yeas 19, nays 16. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Joint Committee on 
the subject of paying suitable respect to the mem- 
ory of General Lafayette, made a report. The reso- 
lutions are the sumeas those adopted inthe House. 


i| who were killed at Toulon, was taken up, 


i| of Mr. SOUTHARD, they were referred to the 


‘| SPRAGUE, and opposed by Mr. FORSYTH, 


Í ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Wagga- 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- i 


nance, reported a bill from the House, without 
amendment, relative to foreign gold coin and the 
gold coins of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took |! 


up for consideration the bill providing Indian an- 
nuifies for the year 1834. 
The reading of the bill being dispensed with, 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN offered an amend- 
ment to be inserted at the close of the bill, providing 


that the money to be paid to the Indians shall be |; 


paid to the chiefs of the respective tribes, or to the 
persons whom the respective tribes shall appoint 
to receive it. 

After some remarks from Mr. FRELING- 
HUYSEN and Mr. SPRAGUE, in favor of the 
amendment, and from Mr. WHITE in opposition 
to it. ` i 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN consented to modify 
the amendment to extend it only to those Chero- 
kees who reside east of the Mississippi. 


Mr. FORSYTH and Mr. TIPFON opposed the | 


amendment, and Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN and 
Mr. SPRAGUE supported it; when 

Mr. CHAMBERS suggested a further modifica- 
tion of it, to extend it to the Cherokees generally, 
both east and west of the Mississippi; which Mr. 
FRELINGHUYSEN accepted. 

Mr. FORSYTH submitted a further amend- 
ment to the amendment, to pay the money to the 
persons whom a majerity of the tribes should direct. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN opposed the propo- 
sition, and Mr. FORSYTH supported it; when it 
was negatived. 

The question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays onits 
adoption; which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, 


Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King |: 


of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Nau- 
dain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
bins, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, 
Morris, Robinson, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wagga- 
man, White, Wright—15. 

So the amendment was agreed to, and the bill, 
as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The joint resolution, reported by the committee 
appointed to inquire by what means the Congress 
of the United States can best testify the respect 
of the nation for the memory of Lafayette, was 
taken up for consideration, and unanimously 
adopted. 

‘The bill from the House of Representatives reg- 
ulating the deposite of the public moneys in the 
State banks, was read; and on motion of 


Mr. WEBSTER, referred to the Committee on 
i 


Finance. 

The bill granting pensions to the French seamen 
with the 
amendments of the Flouse thereto, and, on motion 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SPRAGUE, tke Senate took 
up for consideration the resolution submitted by 
him; authorizing the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads to pursue their investigations into 
the affairs of the Post Office Department during the 
recess of Congress. 

The resolution was briefly supported by Mr. 


who asked the yeas and nays on its adoption; 
which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Knight, Linn, | 
Mangum, Moore, Naadain, Poindexter, Porter, | 
Prentiss, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, South- 


man, Webster, White—33. 


NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Hill, King |: 


of Alabama, King of Georgia, Morris, Robinson, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Wright—10. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CLAYTON then asked to be excused from 
serving on the committee, urging personal consid- 
erations as a reason for the request. 

Mr. C. was then excused. 


I 


The bill to repeal certain provisions of “An act 
| to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties: 
i on imports,” approved the 14th July, 1832, waa . 
| read a third time and passed. 
The resolution submitted yesterday by. Mr: 
| Spracug, relative to James Curtis, postmaster at 
Eastport, Maine, was, on motion of Mr. WEB- 
| STER, laid upon the table.. * 
| The resolution submitted by Mr. Sunspes, call- 
| ing for information relative to the amount of rev- 
| enue collected, the amount of tonnage, and a list 
| of entries and clearances at the several custom- 
houses in the United States, was considered and 
: adopted. 
| The bill providing for the payment of Indian 
! annuities, and for other similar purposes, was then 
| read a third timeand passed. ` 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: r i 
; The bill authorizing the selection of certain W a- 
! bash and Erie canal lands, in the State of Ohio: | 
| ‘The bill to amend an act entitled “An act for 
{the relief of William Burris, of Mississippi,” 
| approved February 19, 1831; 
|, ‘The bill for the relief of the owners of the 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


schooner Three Sisters of Saybrook; 
The bill establishing an additional land office in 
the Territory of Arkansas; i 
The bill for the relief of Philip Bessom; and 
The bill toamend the act for ‘the relief of sune 
dry individuals, owners of vessels sunk for the 
i defence of Baltimore. 
| The resolution requesting the President of the 
! United States to furnish information relative to the 
; extinguishment of the Cherokee land claims in the 
State of Georgia, was taken up. 
| Mr. FORSYTH spoke at length against the 
| adoption of the resolution; when, the hour of two 
; having arrived, the Senate took a recess until four 
o’clock. 


i 
i 


EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. WHITE spoke briefly in reply to Mr. 
Fonrsyru, and in support of the resolution. 

After some further conversation between Mr. 
| FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. POINDEXTER, and 
i Mr. FORSYTH, 

Mr. CLAY moved to lay the whole subject on 
| the table; which was disagreed to: Yeas 16, nays 


| 17. 

Mr. FORSYTH then moved an amendment, 
| « that the President be requested to ascertain upon 
‘ what terms the claims of the citizens of the State 
‘of Georgia may be extinguished, and communi- 
‘cate the same to the Senate at the next session of 
t Congress.” n 

Mr. PORTER then renewed the motion. to lay 
the whole subject on the table, and asked the yeas 
and nays on the motion; which were ordered, and 
are as follows, to wit: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
| Forsyth, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, 
“King of Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Tall- 
| madge, Tyler, Webster, Wright—22. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Chambers, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen,Grundy Hendricks, Knight 
Naudain, Robbins, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, White—17. g 

So the motion was agreed to. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

| On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate rè- 
| sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
i priations for the civil and diplomatic expenditures 
| of the Government for the year 1834, 
| Mr. WEBSTER then moved an amendment to 
l increase the appropriation from §4,000. to $8,000, 
| for the erection of a custom-house in Newbury- 
! port, Massachusetts; which was agreed to; after 
| which, no farther amendment being proposed, 
| the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
: reading. eats 
| The following bills were read a third time and 
assed: 
| The bill for the relief of Pearson Freeman; 
| The bill authorizing the Secretary of War to 

establish a pension agency in the town of Deca- 
| tur, in the State of Alabama, and to provide for 
! the paying of certain pensioners in said town of 
| Decatur; “a 

_ The bill making appropriations for the civil aud 
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diplomatic expenses of the Government for the | 


year 1834. ; , 

On mouon of Mr. FORSYTH, the memorial of 
certain Cherokee indian chiefs was ordered to be 
printed. f i , 

A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Donexson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the Senate adjourn; 
which was agreed to. 

The Senate, at eight o’clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenowespay, June 25, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, it was || 
ordered that, for the remainder of the session, the |: 


Hlouse meet at ten o’clock, a. m., and take a 
recess from two to four o’clock. 

Messrs. VANCE, CHILTON, and PARKS 
obtained leave to present petitions. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
covering documents relative to the Mint, and in 
reply to a resolution of the House, showing the 
amount of proceeds of sales of lands included in” 
the Louisiana purchase; which were laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Joint Committee 
on the Library, reported a bill making provision | 
for the purchase of the fac simile of Washington’s 
accounts; read twice and committed. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, submitted a res- 
olution setting apart Friday next and each succeed- 
ing day of the session thereafter, till the subject 
was concluded, for the consideration of the report 
of the committee appointed to investigate the | 
affairs of the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. WATMOUGH demanded the question on 
the consideration of the resolution. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the consideration of the resolution, it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 65. 

Mr. WIDLE proposed that, if the question 
should be taken up, the House should go into the 
Committee of the Whole upon it, in order that a 
full discussion might be had. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH was opposed (he said) to 
the resolution, if it was intended, after a partial 
discussion, to arrive at a conclusion by means of 
the previous question. 

Mr. MILLER moved the orders of the day. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved that the House pro- 
veed to the consideration of the special order of 
the day—the Indian bills. 

Mr. THOMAS requested the gentleman to sus- 
pend his motion, as it was highly important that 
the House should know whether the subject was` 
to come up or not. 

Mr. EVERETT felt bound (he said) to persist 
in his motion. y 

Mr. CLAYTON asked permission of the House | 
to make a report from the Committee on Retrench- 
ment. 

Leave being granted, Mr. C. reported a resolu- 
tion granting leave to three of the members of the 


committee to continue their investigations during || 


the recess, and report to the House at the next 
_ Bession. 


The resolution and report were ordered to be |; 


printed. 

On motion of Mr. H. EVERETT, the House | 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wire in | 
the chair,) and took up for consideration the bill 
to provide for the organization of the Indian de- 
partment. 

Tne bill having been read by sections, and | 
amended in some unimportant particulars, was 
laid aside to be reported. f 

The House then proceeded to consider the bill 
to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers. 

The bill having been read by sections— 

Mr. GARLAND moved to strike out the words 
** Indian agent or sub-agent,” in the second sec- 
tion, so that the Superintendent of Indian A fairs 
shall alone be authorized to issue licenses to per- 
Sons to trade with the Indians. 

After a few words from Messrs. EVERETT 


$ 


7 
i 


by Mr. EVERETT, which were adopted, and the 
“bill was laid aside. 

The committee then took up the bill to provide 
for the establishment of the Western Territory, 
and for the security and protection of the emigrant 
: and other Indian tribes therein. | 

After the bill had been gone through with, and 
various minor amendments made, 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS said, this was avery extra- 
ordinary bill. We often had constitutional objec- 
| tions raised to bills, but he had never seen a bill 
| which would give occasion to a greater ‘number. 
He would be glad to Jearn where the committee 
propose to find power to authorize Congress to 
erecta government of Indians, and give them the 
privilege of sending a delegate to this House. 

Mr. H. EVERETT said, the objections sug- 
| gested had not escaped the attention of the com- | 
| mittee. He did not propose going into the discus- | 
sion here, but would defer it tiil the bill came into 
the House. The express power given to regulate 
intercourse with the {Indian tribes, and to manage | 
i the public lands, was believed by the committee 
į to cover the whole provisions of this bill. 
| On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the committee 
rose and reported the three bills to the House. 

The amendments of the bill providing for the 
organization of the Department of Indian Affairs í 
| were concurred in, and the bill ordered to be en- | 
i grossed. 
|” The amendments to the bill to regulate trade and 
| intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve | 
| peace on the frontiers, were all concurred in, ex- 
‘ cepting that striking out ‘agent or sub-agent,”’ in 
connexion with the power of granting licenses to 
; trade with the Indians, which was so amended, on 
motion of Mr. GILMER, as to leave ‘“‘agents’’ 
in the bill. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved that the twenty-ninth : 
į section, providing for the appointment of com- 
missioners to make treaties with the Indians, be 
| stricken out. 

Mr. A. contended that the Indian agents were 
the most suitable persons to negotiate treaties, 
and the appointment of commissioners was totally 
unnecessary. 

Mr. H. EVERETT said the argument would 
have been forcible, were it not the fact that we | 
had no treaties or agents with several tribes with | 
whom it might become expedient to open inter- | 
course. 

After a few remarks of Mr. ASHLEY, 

Mr. WAYNE thought that experience had | 
shown the propriety of continuing this section in 
| the bill. 


| : 
| sometimes been an obstacle to a treat 


| 


| 


y. 


| contingent power from being a source of corrupt | 
| or improper patronage; but unless the section was 
| retained, occasions would undoubtedly arise where 
| it would be necessary to give the power in each 
particular case. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS supported the proposition to 
strike out. 
appropriation to hold a treaty, power could be 
given to appoint commissioners. 

Mr. WAYNEEsaid it sometimes happened that 
the negotiations were, of necessity, in advance of 
| the appropriation. 

Mr. EVERETT would not insist on retaining | 
the section in the bill. ` i 

The section was struck out without a division. 

After a modification at the instanceof Mr. FILL.- | 
MORE, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
| ‘The bill providing for the establishment of the | 
| Western Territory, &c., came up on the amend- 
| ments reported from the committee; which were 
concurred in. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the House take | 
a recess till half past four o'clock. A quorum | 
not having voted, | 

Mr. DAVENPORT moveda call of the 
which was negatived. 

The motion for a recess was then carried 


| 


If it was necessary to ask for an | 


i 


Í 


House; 


EVENING SESSION, 


The bill providing for the establishment of the 
Western Territory, &c., being before the House, 


The presence of the Indian agent has || 
I rt Ele was |; 
willing to adopt.any provision, to prevent this | 


if 


but he regarded it as of the highest consequence. 
The object of the committee had been to provide 
ample protection for the Indians, and the commit- 
tee supposed it had been done in a manner satis- 
factory to the Indians themselves, and in the only 
efficient manner. Mr. E. went into a detailed 
explanation of the several provisions of the billin 
reply to the remarks of Mr. Vinron. Mr. E. also 
expressed his opinion upon the constitutionality of 
the provisions of the bill in reply to the doubt sug- 
gested by Mr. J. Q. Avams in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. ADAMS thought the consideration of the 
bill should be postponed till the next session. {t 
was one of the most important measures which 
had been brought up during the present session. 
He would acknowledge that his attention had been 
so much devoted to subjecis of less moment, that 
he had neither read the bill or report until to-day. 
It was not only proposed to place our relations 
with the Indians upon an entirely new footing, but 
it looked forward to admitting this Territory into 
the Union. 

He believed Congress had no power to passa 
bill containing such provisions as are found in this 
bill. It stood on grounds entirely distinct feom 
our Jaws relating to Territories. No authority 
could be found for admittinga Territory containing 
an Indian population exclusively into the Union, 
| Another important consideration was, that the 
whole bill proposes to divest Congress of all power 
over the regulation of this Territory, and to lrans- 
fer it to the President of the United States. Mr. 
A. went into a detailed commentary upon thesev- ` 
eral provisions of the bill. Mr. A. concluded by 
moving to lay the bill on the table, but immedi- 
ately withdrew it. 

Mr. GILMER believed, from the course of the 
argument adopted by the gentleman, [Mr. Apams,] 
that he had entirely misunderstood the provisions 
of the bill. Ele contended there was nothing 
in the bill which referred to the admission of a 
Territory, inhabited by an Indian population, into 
the Union. The expressions in the billonly went 
to secure to the Indians their title to their lands. 
Mr. G. went into an explanation of the other pro- 
visions contained in the bill objected to by Mr. 


Anpams. 

Mr. ARCHER considered the bill as one of 
such momentous character that it ought not to be 
hastily acted upon. He did not think that, at this 
late stage of the session, the bill ought to have 
been taken up. Ife opposed the bill, not, he said, 
because it established an mdependent Indian gov- 
ernment in the Territory of the United States, but 
because it established a military despotism, under 
the authority of the United States, within the terri- 
tory which we guaranty to the Indians. At the 
very.time that we propose to protect them and 
respect their rights, we subject them to a procon- 
sular government. The bill professes to call the 
government a territorial government of the United 
States. Had it not, then, at a proper time, and 
| under proper circumstances, a right to demand 
admission into the Union? 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested several objections 
jj to the bill. But he hoped it would be amended so 
as to render it less objectionable. Fe anticipated 
i no difficulty from seeing a Representative from 
| that Territory on this floor. 

Mr. WILLIAMS perceiving, he said, that this 
bill would occasion much debate, moved to lay it 
| on the table; which was agreed to. 
| On motion of Mr. H. EVERETT, the House 
; resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole (Mr. 


|| Casey in the chair) on the bill to carry into effect 


; the 4th article of the treaty of 1821 between the 


ij United States and the Creek Indians. 


The bill was reported, without amendment, and 
į the question being on its engrossment, 

Mr. WILDE explained the provisions of the 
bill. The object of it was to indemnify citizens 
of Georgia for Indian depredations committed 
upon them. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS asked the gentleman from 
Georgia, who last addressed the House, how many 
times these claims had been paid for. 

Mr. WILDE. Never. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was not entirely satisfied 


and ASHLEY, the amendment was agreed to. 
Various amendments were proposed to the bill! 


on the question of engrossment, 
| Mr, H. EVERETT said, he perhaps attached 
‘ More importance to the bill than other members, 


i 


with thatanswer.. He wished to know how often 
the Government has, after a full examination, set- 
tled these claims. They were old acquaintances 


1834. 
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of his. If he was not mistaken, these were a resi- | 
due of claims which had been sifted over and over | 
again, and paid for, more than once. | 

Messrs. LEWIS, GILMER, MASON of Vir- | 
gina, H. EVERETT, WILDE, JONES of! 
Georgia, and WAYNE, advocated the propriety 
of passing the bill, and it was opposed by Messrs. 
MANN, of New York, and PARKER; when Mr. 
ADAMS moved to lay the bill on the table. H 

The question being taken, the motion to lay the 
billon the table was negatived: Yeas 62, nays 86. 

Mr. FILLMORE having moved to strike out 
so much of the bill as relates to the allowance of : 
interest, some further discussion took place be- | 


tween Messrs. WILDE, HARDIN, FOSTER, į 
and PATTON; when 


poned until to-morrow, expressing his wish to | 
address the House on the bill. So 

Mr. S. JONES resisted the motion to postpone, | 
and it was negatived. i 


Mr. PATTON suggested a modification of the | 


clause under discussion; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HARDIN read the provisions of the treaty | 
under which this claim was sent up, and contended 
that they bad been strictly complied with. 
The question was taken on Mr. FILLMORE’S | 
amendment, and was negatived: Ayes 63, noes 67. | 
Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the whole | 
bill, after the enacting clause, and insert a substi- 
tute which provided that a commissioner be ap- 
pointed by the President to investigate the claims. 
Aftera brief explanation by Mr. HUBBARD, 
the question was taken, and the amendment lost. 
The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment of the bill; which was carried. 


Various bills from the Senate were referred to || 


appropriate committees. 
he bill making appropriations for theciviland | 
diplomatic service of the year 1834, as amended 
by the Senate, was referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. 
Several Senate bills were read a third time and | 


passed, and the House, at a late hour, adjourned. |; 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, June 26, 1834. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- | TON, 
Mr. TIPTON said his only object was that the | 


tary Affairs, reported a bill without amendment 
for the relief of Amos W. Brown. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported several bills for the 
construction of Roads in Michigan Territory. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee*orClaims, | 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Simeon Gerron, and the 
petition of Benjamin Crisman, and others; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, fromthe Committee on Claims, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of William Tharp. Agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported a bill for the relief of sun- 
dry inhabitants of East Florida; which was 


ordered to be engrossed ‘and read a third time. || 


Mr. WILKINS, from the same committee, made | 
a report upon the memorial of Mary O’Sullivan, | 
widow of John O’Sullivan, deceased, concluding 
with a resolution referring the vase to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and requiring a report at the next 
session of Congress; which was concurred in. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, the bill 
authorizing the establishment of a territorial gov- | 
ernment west of Missouri. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Henry Le Moun- 
tain; which was agreed to. ; 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Samuel 
Dale; which was agreed to. . 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported, without amendment, the 
bill extending the time for the payment of pensions 
to the widows and orphans of persons who died in 
the naval service of the United States. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 7- 


H 


|| Post Roads, occasioned by Mr. CLayrox’s being 


i! of the Senate, with an index, se 


|| son, Waggzaman, Webster—16. f ; 
So the Senate determined to consider the bill; i 
fi 


; directed to report to the Senate, at the commence- 


Tee apres o nE MIKAY i 1798, and the amount of these receipts, which has 
A ER, of Pennsylvania, Me alt 


; aad disabled seamen since the date of said act 


Mr. HUBBARD moved that the bill be post- |; 


"the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


| Donexson, his Private Secretary. 


| Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alaba- 


Mr. Sournarp was elected to supply the va- 
‘cancy in the Committee on the Post Office and 


excused from longer service upon the committee. 


Several bills were read a first time and ordered to 
a second reading. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
SILSBEE, considered, and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


ment of the next session of Congress, the amount | 
of “hospital money,” which has been received at | 
each of the custom-houses of the United States in 
each year, since the passage of the act of July, 


been expended in each district for the relief of sick 


Also, the number of marine hospitals which have 
been built in the United States, with the cost of | 
each of them, and where they are located. 

_ Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, obtained leave to introduce a resolution 
authorizing the printing of the Executive Journal | 

parately from the | 
Legislative Journal. ; 
Several bills were considered in Committee of 


third reading. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved to take up the bill 
authorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth 
sections granted for the use of schools, and the 
entry of other land in lieu thereof, 

After some conversation between Mr. POIN- 
DEXTER, Mr. MOORE, and Mr. PORTER, the 
motion was negatived: Yeas 18, nays 19. 

A The Senate, at two o’clock, took a recess until 
‘our. 


| 


EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at four o’clock. 


The bill prolonging the time for the payment of 
pensions to the widows and children of officers,’ ` 
seamen, and marines, who have died in the naval: 
service; : : 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry 
Eck ford; : 

‘The bill authorizing a sum of money to be dis- 
tributed among the officers and crew of the late pri- 
vateer General Armstrong; f 

The bill for the relief of John E. Tholozan and 
William Russell; ‘ 

The bill for the relief of William Purcell; 

The bill for the relief of D. and E. Robinson 
| and the heirs of J. and J. Robinson; 

The bill for the relief of P, H. Green and W. 
| Emerson; 

The bill to improve the navigation of the Wa- 
bash river; 
| The bill limiting the time of advertising the 
| sales of the public lands; 

The bill for the relief of Christian Ish’s heirs; 
The bill for therelief of Michael Gratz’s admin- 

| istrators; À 

The bill to exempt merchandize imported under 

i certain circumstances from the operation of the 

act of the 19th of May, 1828, entitled ** An act 

in alteration of the several acts imposing duties on 

imports.’? ; : 

The bill to provide compensation for the Gov- 
ernor and Judges of the Michigan Territory, for 
services rendered by them under the act of Con- 
gress of the 2ist of April, 1806, entitled: ‘An act 
to provide for the adjustment of titles to land in 
the town of Detroit;”? and 
| The bill for the relief of John Peck. 
| ‘The following bills were considered in Commit- 
; tee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for 
| a third reading: 
| The bill supplementary to the act entitled “An 


| . . 
; act to carry into effect the convention between the 


4 . |; United States and his Majesty the King of the 
A message upon executive business was receiv- : 


ed from the Presidentof the United States, by Mr. | 


Two Sicilies,” concluded at Naples on the 14th of 
October, 1832; 


Mr. TIPTON asked the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to take up the bill providing for the admission 
of the Territory of Arkansas into the Union, inti- 
mating his intention to move to take up the bill for 
the admission of Michigan also. 

Some objections being urged by Mr. CLAY- 


people of the Territory might be authorized to 
have the census taken, preparatory to their final 
admission. 


bills might be acted on; and as they were not rep- 


resented here, he was desirous of showing the jj 
| people of the Territories that he had not neglected 


their interests. He therefore asked the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to take up the bill; which 
were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Chambers, 


ma, Linn, Robinson, Shepley, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Clayton, Ew- | 
ing, Kent, King of Georgia, Porter, Preston, Rob- i] 


bing, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlin- | 


He had been waited on by the dele- | 
gates from the Territories, and requested that these | 


The bill confirming claims to land in the State 
1 of Missouri, and for other purposes; 

The bill for the payment of a debt due to Pierre 
Menard; 

; The bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Captain William Royall, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Frances Preston and 

Sarah B. Preston, representatives of the late Gen- 
eral William Campbell, deceased; 
The bill for the payment of a debt due'to Jo- 
ph Bogy; and : 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Francis Nash. : 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the Senate take: 
up, for consideration, the bill for the benefit of the 
city of Washington; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY moved to amend by reducing’ the 
grant to one year, 

The question of limiting the appropriation of 
$70.000 to one year was then agreed to. 

The question recurring on the engrossment of 
the bill for a third reading, 

Mr. WRIGHT said he could not give his sup- 
port to it; and, as he was desirous of recording his 
vote against the bill, he asked the yeas and nays; 


| se 


which having been read in part, 
Mr. WEBSTER moved to lay the bill on the | 
table; which was disagreed to: Yeas 15, nays 16. | 
Some further progress was made in reading the | 


i bill and amendment. 


Mr. SPRAGUE renewed the motion to lay the 

bill on the table. Agreed to: yeas 17, nays 14. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved that the Senate con- | 
sider the bill making appropriations for the civil | 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year 1834; which was agreed to. 

The Senate then receded from their amendment 
to the bill non-concurred in by the House, and 
concurred in the amendment of the House, in- 


creasing their contingent fund to $35,000, made to || 


the Senate’s amendment. 

So the bill was finally passed. : 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: - 

The bill for the relief of James Noble; 


H 

| which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Moore, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Robbins, Silsbee, 
| Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 


| Waggaman, Webster, and Wilkins—Q1. 


| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Grundy, Hill, King of Georgia, Leigh, 


‘| Linn, Mangum, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Reb- 
|| inson, Shepley, Smith, Tallmadge, Tyler, and 
I! Wright—19. 


So the question was determined in the afirma- 
tive. Ata subsequent stage of the day’s proceed- 
ings the bill was read a third time and passed. 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 


‘act for the relief of the city council of Charleston, 


South Carolina,” passed May 20, 1880, was read 
a second time, and, on motion, laid on the table. 
The bill for the relief of Tench Ringgold was 
i then takenup. ` Cy 
| Upon the consideration of this bill a desultory 
conversation ensued between Messrs. CHAM- 
| BERS, CLAYTON, SHEPLEY, BIBB, POR- 
TER, BLACK, and SOUTHARD. 
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` Mr: SHEPLEY. proposed an amendment stri- 

_ king out an appropriation for the costs expended 
by Mr. Ringgold in a suit in the Supreme Court of 
the United States; upon which the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and are as follows: s 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Ewing, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, King 
of Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Morris, Preston, 
Robinson, Shepley, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlin- 
‘son, Tyler, Webster, White, and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, 
Kent, Knight, Poindexter, Porter, Robbins, 
Southard, and Tipton—10. + 

The bill, aS“amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, f 

Mr. BLACK made an unsuccessful motion to 
adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the Senate 
took up the bill to enable the people of the eastern 
division of the Territory of Michigan to form a 
constitution and State government, and for the 
admission of such State into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States. 

But, without making any progress therein, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, at 8’oclock, 

The Senate adjourned. ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, June 26, 1834. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury, with a list of balances, in conformity to 


aw. 

Mr. F. THOMAS, by consent, ‘presented va- 
rious petitions and memorials; which were re- 
ferred. 

Mr. POLK, from the Commit 
Means, reported the general appropriation bill, as 
amended by the Senate, with a recommendation 
that the House concur in all: amendment 
ing some two or three which were specified. The 
bill, as amended, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, reported, in relation to the resolution of 
the Legislature of Vermont, that the subject be 
postponed to the next session. 

On motion of Mr. ELLSWORTH, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from all 
subjects before them, which had not been acted on. 

Mr. CLAY moved that the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands be discharged from all the subjects be- 
fore them which had not been reported on; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following res- 
olution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine the condition and proceedings of the Post 
Office Department, with power to sead for persons 
and papers, and to take the depositions of wit- 
nesses either by personal examination, or on com- 
mission, with permission to sit in the recess of 
Congress, and to report at the next session, 

The question was taken upon the number seven 
for the committee; which was negatived. 

It was then ordered that the select committee 
consist of five persons. 

Mr. CHINN moved to s 
order that several bills rel 
Columbia be taken up. 

Mr. POLK hoped the House would first take 
up the appropriation bills, which remained undig- 

> posed of, which must, by the rules, be sent to the 
Senate to-day. 

The question being stated on Mr. Cruny’s mo- 
tion— 

Mr. MERCER moved so to amend it as to in- 
clude the bill relative to the construction of the 
Washington bridge. : 

Mr. MERCER’S amendment was adopted. 

The question was thén taken on Mr. CHINN’s 
motion ag amended, and it was negatived, 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules, in or- 
der to proceed directly to take up the appropria- 
tion bills. 

Mr. C. P. WHITE moved to amend the mo- 
tion by adding the bill reported by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

The question wag then taken on Mr. Porr’s 
motion; which was carried. 


tee of Ways and 


Suspend the rules, in 
ating to the District of 


s except- || 


1 
i 


| as opposing any Indian treaty; 
| ion that the delegates werenot a 


The House then, on motion of Mr. POLK, 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
making appropriation for Indian annuities, and 
the general appropriation bill, (Mr. Srztcur in 
the chair.) 

The Indian annuity bill was read in committee. 

Mr. POLK explained the provisions of the bill. 
lts object was to carry into effect sundry treaties 
which had been ratified by the Senate during the 
present session. The items were made in accord- 
ance with the treaties which he had in his posses- 
sion,.and if any objection was made, he would 
refer to the provisions, An estimate had been made 
for certain objects not embraced in the present 
bill, but were included in one before the Senate, 
which, for the purpose of facilitating a decision 
upon it, he now moved as an amendment to this 
bill, 


The various items of this amendment were read. 

Mr. POLK went into an explanation of some 
of the items, particularly that of $139,000 for the 
Cherokee. improvement, abandoned under treaty, 
which had been recently valued in pursuance of 
its provisions. He did not propose to detain the 
House, unless explanation in detail was desired 
by any gentleman. 

Mr. E.W HITTLESEY desired an explanation 
of the last item in the amendment, being $450 to 
pay certain counsel fees in the case of Brunette 
against Street and Kearny, 

Which was given by Mr. POLK. 

The question was taken on striking out the 
item; which was agreed to without a division. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Pork was 
then adopted. 

Mr. McKINLEY 
viding for the expen 
&c., with Indians. 
Mr. McK., 

Mr. WILLIAMS called for a division of the 
question. 

The various items were ado 
appropriating $3,400 for the 
with eight delegates fr 
June, 1834. 

Mr. WILLIAMS cont 
ular to call forappropriati 
the House. He wished 
the delegations thg treaty had been made. 

Mr. McKINLEY said there were two delega- 
tions from the Cherokees—one from the east, and 
the other west of the Mississippi. A treaty had 
been made with those from east of the Mississippi. 
It was not proposed to appropriate money to carry 
the treaty into effect, but simply to pay the dele- 
gates, in conformity with the invariable practice 
of the Government for their expenses, 

Mr. WILLIAMS did not wish to be understood 
but being of opin- 
uthorized to make 
the treaty, he should not vote in favor of appro- 
priation for that object. 

Mr. McKINLEY said the Government were 
bound to pay the delegates. T'he questions arising 
upon the treaty were not before the House. 

The amendments were then adopted. 


moved an amendment, pro- 
se of holding certain treaties, 
After a brief explanation by 


pted, excepting that 
expenses of a treaty 
om the Cherokee nation in 


ended that it was irreg- 
on for a treaty not before 


Mr. WHITTLESEY said that since the item |! 
relative to the counsel fees in the case of Brunette || 
| and Kearn 


y and Street had been struck out, he | 
had examined the report of the Committee of | 
Claims more full 
ported to indemn 
did not appear that counsel fees were provided for. 
He proposed to refer that subject to the Secretary 
of War, and proposed an amendment to that effect; 
which was agreed to. : 

The bill was then laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then 
took up for consideration the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year 1834. 

The amendments of the Senate were read and 
agreed to, with the exception of the amendment 
in relation to the compensation of the judges in 
Florida; which was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the bill was amended 
So as to add $35,000 to the appropriation for the 
contingent fund of the House 

The bills were then re 


ported to the House with | 


$ 


l 


the amendments. 
The House took up “ the bill making appropria- 


. 


to learn with which of |! 


y, and found that a bill was re- iH 
ify them for the judgment, but it j! 


I March, 1834, of 


| Senate; which wa 


|| reported a bill for the relief of John E Pi 
| asked to be disch 


tions for carrying into effect certain Indian trea- 
ties and for other purposes;”’and, the amendments 
being concurred in, the bill was passed. 

The House then took up the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill; and the question being 
on concurring in the amendment relative to the 
emoluments of the collectors, &c., some discussion 
took place; after which the amendment was con- 
curred in. 

The amendment relative to the publication of the 
Diplomatic Correspondence was concurred in, 

- The amendment providing that no bank notes 
should be received under this bill, except those 
which are of par value at the place where they are 
paid, was objected to by Mr. McKINLEY; and 
supported by Mr. DENNY, when it was con- 
curred in. 

The amendment authorizing the payment to E. 
R. Porrer of mileage and pay asa member, for 
each day’s actual attendance, preceding the decia- 
ion of the Senate on the election contested by him, 
was opposed by Mr. McKINLEY, and supported 
by Messrs. PEARCE of Rhode Island, ADAMS 
of Massachusetts, and BURGES, when the ques- 
tion being taken by yeas and nays, the amend- 
ment was concurred in—yeas 88, nays 56. 

The amendment increasing the contingent fund 
of the House was concurred in, 

All the other amendments were concurred in. 

The House then took a recess till four o'clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Several bills from the Senate were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

The Flouse then went into Committee of the 
Whole on various bills, which having been gone 
through with, were reported to the Elouse. 

Various bills from the Senate were read twice, 
and referred to the appropriate committees. 

The bill to provide for the organization of the 
department of Indian affairs was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill to regulate trade and intercourse with 
Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the fron- 
tier, was read a third time and ‘passed. 

The bill providing for the payment of certain 
claims of citizens of Georgia against the Creek 
Indians, was read a third time. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS wished to: make a few 
remarks; but it was so late, and the House so 
thin, it seemed to him most proper to adjourn. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. ADAMS said the allowance of interest in 
this bill was precisely the principle which was 
vetoed by the President, in the bill giving interest, 
to the States for advances during the war. If the 
bill passed both Houses, it could not receive the 
signature of the President. He wished to make 
some observations on the bill, and moved its poat- 
ponement till to-morrow; on which the question 
was taken; but no quorum voting, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 27, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Department of State, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 
26th February, 1833, in reference to the classifica- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States, show- 
ing the proportion of whites to blacks, and also a 
response in part to the resolution of the 28th of 
a similar character, 

On motion of Mr. BIBB, three thousand copies 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a resolation allowing 
extra compensation to some of the officers of the 
s considered and adopted. 
ESIDENT presented the memo- 
Bayly. Read and referred. 
from the Committee on Claims, 
les. 

N, from the same committee, 
arged from the further consider- 
referred to them, and not acted 


The VICE PR 
rial of Mountjoy 
Mr. NAUDAIN 
Mr. NAUDAI 


ation of business 


; upon; which was agreed to. 


The bill from the House granting pensions to 
the representatives of the French sailors, killed 
at Toulon, was amended, passed, and sent to the 
House for concurrence. 


` Oa motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the orders were 
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postponed, and the bill to organize a territorial | 
government north of Missouri and west of the 
Mississippi, was taken up. The bill was consid- 
ered in Committee of the Whole, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and subsequently 
read a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. EWING, the Senate took up 
the report and resolutions of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. KNIGHT took the opportunity to make 
. somecomments upon the memorial of F. P. Blair. 
Mr. FORSYTH remarked, that as time was 
pressing, he thought it advisable to proceed to the 
consideration of the report; which was agreed to. | 
Mr. EWING then spoke at length in support of | 
the resolutions reported by the committee; when, | 
without concluding, the hour of two having ar- | 
rived, the Senate took a recess untilfour o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate resumed its session at four o’clock. | 

A message upon executive business was received | 

‘from the President of the United States, by Mr. | 

Donzxson, his Private Secretary. | 
Mr. EWING resumed and concluded his re- 


marks in support of the resolutions of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military | 
Affairs, made a report upon the memorial of the | 
inhabitants of Tolland county, Connecticut, rela- i 
tive to the removal of the remains of Captain Na- 
than Hale, hung by the enemy asa spy during the | 
“revolutionary war. Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRUNDY then took the floor, and spokeat | 
length in reply to Mr. Ewirve. Upon concluding, | 
` Mr. WRIGHT made a few remarks upon the | 
necessity of proceeding to the business on the Cal- 
endar, and concluded by moving to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, upon which he asked the yeas | 


to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs.Benton, Brown, Forsyth, Grun- 
dy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, 
‘King of Georgia, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkins, and 
> Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Nau- 
dain, Poindexter, Potter, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
“bins, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
“Waggaman—20. 

So the question was determined in the negative. | 

Mr. CLAYTON then proceeded to reply to Mr. 
‘Gnonpy, and in support of the resolutions. 

: Some further conversation occurred; when 

Mr. WEBSTER asked for the yeas and nays; 


-which were ordered upon the first resolution, and || 
intimated his intention to move that the remaining |} 


resolutions lie upon the table. 
The first resolution, to wit: 
Resolved, That it is proved and admitted, that 


large sums of money have been borrowed at differ- | 


ent banks by the Postmaster General, in order to | 
make up the deficiency in the means of carrying 
on the business of the Post Office Department, 
without authority given by any law of Congress; 
and that, as Congress alone possesses the power 
to borrow money on the credit of the United States, 
‘all such contracts for loans by the Postmaster 
n General are illegal and void— 
Was decided by the following vote: 
-., .YBAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
| ‘Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, For- 
syth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, 
Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robin- | 
: gon, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, 
+ White, Wright—4l. 

_ Mr. WEBSTER then moved to lay the remain- | 
* Ing resolutions on the table; which was agreed to. 
‘The resolution from the House rescinding the | 
“joint resolution, so as to allow the action upon | 
original bills up to ten o’clock, p. m., of this Í 
; evening, was,on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, laid į 
‘upon the table. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. POINDEX- 
TER, proceeded to executive business; when, after 
remaining therein until half-past nine o’clock, 
The Senate adjourned. 


i 
Í 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friary, June 27, 1834. 

Messrs, J. K. MANN, McKIM, HUBBARD, 
VINTON, CRANE, HIESTER, DENNY, and 
CONNOR, by consent, presented sundry memo- 
rials; which were laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. THOMSON, on leave of the House, pre- 
sented three petitions from sundry citizens of the 
State of Ohio, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from North Union, Carrollcounty, by 
Kilgore, and Shakers’ Mills, to Springfield, Jeffer- 
son county. 


Also, a petition praying for a mail route from ! 


Gnadenhutten, by Urick’s Mills and One Leg, to 
Leesville, in the county of Carroll; all of which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. ; 

Mr. T. likewise presented the proceedings of a 
Democratic meeting which was held on the 17th of 
May last at the district school-house in Foulks- 
town, St. Ciair township, in the county of Colum- 
biana, and State of Ohio; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Joint Library 
Committee, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the bronze statue of Thomas 


|| Jefferson, presented to the people of the United 


States by Lieutenant Levy, be plated in the square 
on the eastern front of the Capitol. 


Mr. ARCHER said, that besides the objection || 


that no statue ought to be placed in the Capitol 
before that of General Washington, it was the 
opinion of many ofthe most competent judges that 
the statue in question was not such as should be 
placed in the Capitol at all. None should be 


possessed the very first order of merit. He would 


| move to lay the resolution on the table, but from 


his willingness to hear any explanation on the 


subject that gentlemen might be disposed to give. | 


After a few remarks from Messrs. EVERETT, 


| MERCER, LANE, and CLAY, the question was 


taken on the engrossment of the resolution; which 


: was carried. 


The bill from the Senate, limiting the time of 


| advertising the sales of the public lands, reported 


from the Committee on Public Lands, by Mr. 
MASON, was read a third time and passed. 


The bill of the Senate for the relief of William |. 


Russell, and another reported from the samecom- 
mittee, were read a third time and passed. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Public |; 


Buildings, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed 


to pay to John Vanderlyn, out of the contingent |; 
| fund of the House, $1,500, as additional compen- 
| sation for the full-length portrait of Washington, | 
i| executed by him, to be placed in the Hall of Rep- | 


resentatives, in pursuance of a resolution of this 
House of 17th February, 1832. 


After a brief explanation from Mr. JARVIS, | 


the resolution was adopted. 


The bill to carry into effect the 4th article of the | 
treaty of 1821, between the United States and the | 
Creek Indians, was read a third time; and after | 


some remarks from Mr. J. Q. ADAMS, the 
House took a recess till four o’elock. 


: EVENING SESSION. 

The House took up the bill respecting the juris- 
diction and limits of the States of New York.and 
New Jersey, and it was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. MERCER moved to take up the bill in 
relation to the Potomac bridge. Lost. 

‘The House then resumed the consideration of 


i the bill to carry into effect the fourth article of 
the treaty of 1821, between the United States and j; 
the Creek Indians—the question beieg on its pas- | 


sage. : 
Mr..J. Q. ADAMS renewed his remarks in 
opposition to the bill. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG spoke briefly in reply to |: 
| the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
After a few words from Mr. LINCOLN, the | 3 
|i nance, reported the bill from the House making 


previous question was called for and seconded. 


b ; entitled to that distinction excepting those which |! 
and nays; which were ordered, and are as follow, |; 


H 
| 


! 
i 
ii 
i 
i 


The main question was ordered to be put, ond | 


the question being taken on the ‘passage of the 


| bill, it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 99, 
i nays 60. 

So the bill was passed. 

The fortification bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 

The light-house bill was read a third time, and 
the question béing on its passage, 
| Mr. POLK stated the reasons why he con- 
| sidered its passage, this year, unnecessary, and 
: called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. ELLS- 
WORTH and SUTHERLAND, the question was 
i taken and determined in the affirmative—yeas 105, 
: nays 81. 

So the bill was passed. ` 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy at West Point, during 
| the year 1834, was read a third time, and the ques- 
_ tion being on its passage, Mr. DICKINSON asked 
: the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
i The question being taken, it was determined in 
| the effirmative—yeas 119, nays 55. 
So the bill was passed. 
| Various bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
i when ; 
|! Mr. WILDE moved an adjournment; which 


| was carried. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, June 28, 1834. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate rescinded 


i the order for a recess from two to four o’elock. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Committee 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads were discharged 
| from the consideration of all subjects referred to 
i them, with the exception of the resolution re- 
| quiring them to investigate the affairs of the Post 
: Office Department during the recess. 

| On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took 
| up the resolution rescinding the 16:h joint rule, so 
; as to admit the presentation of bills up to two 
i o'clock of this day; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved to take up the 
resolution making inquiry into frauds upon the 
' public lands. : 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
POINDEXTER, WRIGHT, WEBSTER, 
CLAY, and KING, of Alabama; when 

Mr. POINDEXTER withdrew the motion, 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill making additional appropriation for the 
improvement of certain harbors, and the removal 

of obstructions in certain rivers: 
A bill for the relief of Tench Ringgold; . 
: A bill for the payment of a debt due to the heirs 
of Antoine Peltier; 

A bill to authorize the correction of erroneous 
selections of land granted to the State of Indiana 
for the purpose of constructing the Michigan road; 

A bill for the relief of James Ord; 

A bill for the reiief of Jonathan M. Blaisdell; 

A bill regulating the payment of certain Indian 
annuities; and 

A bill authorizing the removal of the custom- 
; house from Magnolia to St. Marks, in Florida. 

Mr. CLAY moved to rescind the rule setting 
apart Fridays and Saturdays for the consideration 
of bills. 

The consideration of this motion being objected 
; to, it was agreed to—yeas 19, nays 16. 
| The resolution was then adopted without a 
` division. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Commitiee on the 
Judie: y,reported the bill from the House giving 
: the consent of Congress to the comnact between 


| the States of New Jersey and New York, respect- 


; ing the territorial limits and jurisdiction of said 
States; which received its several readings, was 
: ordered to be engrossed, and finally passed. 

The Senate considered the resolution of the 
Joint Library Committee for placing the bronze 
statue of Thomas Jefferson, presented by Lieu- 
; tenant Levy, in the square,east of the Capitol. 

After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY, TY- 
LER, CALHOUN, POINDEXTER, and POR- 
TER, the resolution was laid on the table. ie 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 


appropriations for the Military Academy of the 
i United States for the year 1€34. 
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"The bil; on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, re- 
“éeived its several readings, and was passed. 
- The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 
“A bill for the relief of Terence Le Blanc; - 

A bill for the relief of William Weedon; 

TA bill for the relief of Jeremiah Worsham; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Thompson, jr., late of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Gibbs’s heirs; 

A-bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Arnold Henry 
Dohrman; . 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Lincoln; 

A bili for the reliefof Marguerite Baron, widow 
of J. P. Ledoux; ` 

À bill for the relief of George 
others; 

` A bill further to provide for the location of cer- 
tain Jand.claims in the Territory of Arkansas; 

A bill for the relief of Asel Wilkinson; 

A bill'in reference to preémption rights in the 
‘southeastern district of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of B. 
‘Bird and G. Pomeroy; 

A bill for the relief of B, Jacobs and S. Bayard, 
surviving executors of John Bayard, deceased; and 
of the executors of Joseph Falconer, deceased ; 

A bill confirming the title of Samuel Vail ina 
certain tract of land in the parish of East Baton 
Rouge; 

A bill for the relief of John Allen; 

A bill for the relief of John Winslett; 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Raymer; 

A bill for the relief of George Elliot; and 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Walter Livingston, deceased. 

GOLD BILL. 


Douglass and 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of the bill regulating 
the value of the gold coins of the United States. 
After some debate the question was taken on 
-ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and determined in the affirmative by the fol- 
lowing vote: ` 
. YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
Calhoun, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks; Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Morris, 
Poindexter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Shepley, Smith, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, White, 
Wilkins, Wright—35. > . 
> NAYS-— Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Knight, 
Porter, Silsbee, Southard, Sprague—7. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


The Senate took. up for consideration the bill 
regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins 
within the United States. The bill, after under- 
going some immaterial amendnrents, was ordered 

“to be engrossed; and was then read a third time 
and, passed. $ 


puu 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate having assembled, after the recess, 
ene the VICE PRESIDENT having left the 
chair, : 

Mr. WEBSTER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the choice of a President pro tem. 

The motion was agreed to; and on the third 
ballot, Mr. Pornpexter, having received a ma- 
jority of the whole number of votes given, was 
declared duly elected President pro tem., and 
having been accompanied to the chair by Mr. 
Cuampers, made his acknowledgment for the 
honor conferred upon him. 

A message was then received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States by Mr. Donzison, his 
Private Secretary. 

Mr. FRELUNGHUYSEN, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported the bill from the 
House, to preserve peace on the frontiers, and to 
regulate intercourse with the Indian tribes, with 
two amendments. 

_, Also, the bill from the House, to: provide for a 
department of Indian. affairs, with an amendment. 
-o Mr, WILKINS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported the bill authorizing the 


Secretary of State to purchase‘the books and pa- 


pers of General Washington; which, on his motion, 
was taken up, considered, ordered to be engrossed, 
and then read a third time and passed. 

The amendments of the House to the bill repeal- 
ing the duties upon certain articles of hardware, 
were concurred in. i ay: 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill from the 
House making appropriation for the public build- 
ings and grounds, and for other purposes, with 
amendments, and, on his motion, the Senate 
adopted the amendments; when the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills were considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to a third read- 
ing; and having been so read, were passed: 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named; 

A bill forthe relief of Horatio N, Crabb; 

A bill for the relief of John G. Reynolds; 

A bill making certain allowances and granting 
certain arrearages to the captains and subalterns of 
the United States corps of Marines; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Reynolds; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Sewalland Robert 
Sewall; ~ 

A bill granting pensions to persons therein 
named; [Francis Jacobs and others;] 

A bill for the relief of George Bowen; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Whitney; 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Walton and 
John J. De Graff; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Robinson; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Antoine Cruzat; 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs-at-law of the 
representatives of William G. Christopher, de- 
ceased; 

A bill for the relief of William Enos, of Arkansas; 

A bill for the relief of William K. Paulling; 

A bill for the relief of William Haslett; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Riker; 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of the 
United States, who have lost property by the dep- 
redations of certain Indian tribes; and- 

A bill for the relief of Buller Claiborne, de- 
ceased. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took 
up for consideration the bill making appropriations 
for certain fortifications within the United States 
for the year 1834. 

Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of the instructions 
of the Military Committee, submitted an amend- 
ment, appropriating $107,040 for finishing towers, 
barracks, and storehouses, at New Orleans, for 
the use of the United States troops; which was 
agreed to; after which the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. It was then read a third time and 
passed. 

foe following bills were read a third timeand 

assed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Wal- 
lace, deceased. : 

A bill for the relief of John C. Naylor; 

A bill for the relief of Judith Thomas and Dan- 
iel Palmer; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of the widows of William B. 
Doliber and other owners, and the heirs of the 
crew of the schooner Mary and Hannah; 

A bill for the relief of François Suzone; 

A bill making appropriations for certain fortifi- 
cations for the year 1834; y 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Minor; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
George Hurlbut, deceased; : f 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Joseph Torry, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Everard Meade, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of John Taylor, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Lieutenant Robert Wil- 


mot. 

Mr.. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported the bill to construct 
a bridge over the river Potomac at the city of 
Washington, and to repeal all other acts in rela- 


tion thereto; which he moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed forthwith to consider. Agreed to, 

After.an amendment offered by Mr. Waiaar, 
providing for the adjustment of the expenditures 
of Mr. Dibble, a contractor under the Jaw of Jast 
session, the bill was passed on its third reading. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported the bill to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and 
Spain, with amendments; which he moved that 
the Senate consider forthwith. Agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved to lay the bill on the table 
till the next session; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY moved to reconsider the vote indefi- 
nitely postponing the bill making appropriations 
to light-houses, beacons, &c.; which was agreed 
to. The bil] was then recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

The bill from the House concerning tonnage 
duty on Spanish vessels was read a first time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, on mo- 


|| tion of Mr. PRESTON. 


The following bills were read a third time, and 

assed: ; 

A bill for the relief of Ephraim Crane; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Mortimer Barron; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John M. Gregory; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Hannah 
Douglass, and others; 

A bill for the relief of John Emerson; and 

A bill for the relief of Ephraim Whitaker, an 
officer of the Revolution, and a subaltern of Bar- 
ton at the capture of General Prescott. 

On motion of Mr. SWIFT, the Senate proceeded 


‘to consider the bill to establish the department of 


Indian affairs, as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and, by unanimous consent, was read a 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Bruce was consid- 
ered, ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time and passed. 

Several bills were received from the House with 
slight amendments; which were agreed to. 

A bill for the relief of the Polish exiles, with an 
amendment by the House, taking away the gratu- 
ity in the Senate’s bill, was disagreed to om that 
account, . 

The Senate, at eleven o’clock, proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business, and after re- 
maining some time therein, ` 

Adjourned until nineo’clock, Monday morning. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, June 28, 1834. 


Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to offer a joint resolution suspending the 
operation of. the 16th joint rule of the two Houses, 
which prohibits the sending bills from one to the 
other during the three last days of the session, so 
far as to permit the sending of those bills which 
had already been passed by the House. 

The suspension was agreed to; and after some 
remarks from Messrs. SELDEN, POLK, E. 
WHITTLESEY,J.Q.ADAMS, and HAWES, 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON asked the consent of 
the House to submit a vote of thanks to the late 
Speaker Stevenson. 

Mr. CROCKETT objected. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved the suspension of the 
rules, to enable the resolution to be submitted. 

Mr. BURGES called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The motion to suspend was lost—yeas 89, nays 
49, (not two-thirds.) R 

The joint resolution of the House relative to the 
suspension of the joint rules respecting sending 
bills between the two Houses, as amended by the 
Senate, came up for concurrence and was agreed to. 

The bill relinquishing the right of the United 
States to certain reservations, was read a third time 
and passed, - 

The bill authorizing the heirs and representa- 
tives of James Latham, deceased, to withdraw and 
relocate a land warrant, was read a third time 
and passed. f r 

The bill to authorize a suit of error in certain 
cases relating to patent rights, to the Supreme 


Court of the United States, was read a third ume. 


’ 
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Mr. HARDIN explained the abuses to which 
the country were exposed from patentees and | 
speculators under them, and opposed the provis- |j 
ions of the bill. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH replied. 

The bill was then passed. 

‘The bill supplementary to the act to amend the 
several acts respecting copy-rights, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill authorizing the running out and mark- 
ing the northern boundary line of the country 
purchased of the Chickasaw nation was read a; 
third time. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS objected to the words | 
‘directed’? as applied to the President. It was! 
an unconstitutional assertion of superiority on 
the part of Congress, which was totally unprece- 
dented. He moved these words be struck out; 
which, by unanimous consent, was done. 

The bill was then passed. 


The bill to prohibit the corporations of Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, from issuing |j 


romissory notes, or bills, of any denomination 
ess than ten dollars, was read a third time, and 
assed. i 

The bill for completing the improvements of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, was read a third time and 
passed. ` 

The bill authorizing the construction of a bridge 


across the Potomac, and repealing all acts already |! 
passed in relation thereto, was read a third time |! H! A 
| 1832, entitled ** An act concerning tonnage duty 


and passed. 


1 
The bill making appropriations for the public | 


buildings and grounds, and for other purposes, || 
was read a third time and passed. i | 
The bill carrying into effect the convention be- || 
tween the United States and Spain, was read a 
third time and passed. 
The bill to enable the Secretary of State to pur- || 
chase the manuscripts and books of General 
Washington, was read a third time and passed. 
The bill authorizing the purchase of the live oak 
frames for a frigate and sloop-of-war, and for other 
purposes, was read a third time and passed. ~ 
- The bill to provide for rebuilding the frigate 
Congress, was read a third time and passed. 
The bill to authorize the President to direct the 
transfer of appropriations for naval service under 
certain circumstances, was read a third time and 


passed. | 


A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Hudson river, and 
for other purposes, was read a third time. | 

Mr. HAW ES demanded the yeas and nays on 


the passage of the bill; which were ordered. i 
The biil was passed: Yeas 95, nays 62. 
Various bills from the Senate were read twice, |! 

and committed to the appropriate committees. | 
A bill from the Senate authorizing the correc- || 


tion of erroneous selection of lands granted to the |: 
State of Indiana, was read a third time and passed. |i 

The bill making provision for the individuals 
wounded, &c., in firing the salute at Toulon, as || 
amended by the Senate, came up on the question |i 
of concurrence, | 

The amendment was concurred in. i 

The House went into Committee of the Whole || 
on the state of the Union, upon the amendments 
to the harbor bill made by the Senate, (Mr. WILDE |; 
in the chair.) 

The amendments were all agreed to, and the i 
bill, as amended, reported to the Fouse; where 
the amendments were concurred in. 

The amendment of the Senate to the bill making 
appropriation for carrying into effect certain Indian | 
treaties was read, providing for the payment of || 
the expenses of. thirteen delegates from the East- | 
ern Cherokees. 


the chair.) 

The amendment was opposed by Messrs. CLAY |, 
and McKINLEY; and supported by Messrs. | 
WILLIAMS, BURGES, and HUNTINGTON; | 
when the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was reported to ‘the i 
House; where the amendment was concurred in, 

Mr. HEATH moved that the House teke up |: 
the bill making appropriations for a marine hos- į, 
pital in the city of Baltimore, and for other pur- |; 


poses; which was agreed to. 


The amendments were concurred in; and the 


| bill ordered to a third reading, read, and passed. 


The bill granting an additional quantity of land 


| for the satisfaction of revolutionary land warrants, 


was taken up; and the amendments having been 
coffcurred in, the bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr.C. P. WHITE moved to suspend the rules, 


| in order to take up the bill authorizing the Secre- 
| tary of the Navy to make experiments in regard 


to the steam engine; which was agreed to; and the 
bill was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to remit the duties on locomotive steam 
engines, &c., was taken up, and 

sa MARTINDALE moved to lay it on the 
table, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, the 
motion was negatived—yeas 67, nays 77. 

Mr. DICKERSON made some remarks in 
opposition to the bill; when the bill was amended 
so as to limit its operation to one year. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to strike out the 
second section, considering it (he said) as trench- 


i ing upon the principles of the compromise act, | 


and thereon he demanded the 
which were ordered. 

The question being taken, the motion to strike 
out was agreed to—yeas 76, nays 67. 

The bill was then ordered’ to be read a third 
time, and was read a third time and passed. 

A bill in addition to an act passed 13th July, 


yeas and nays; 


on Spanish vessels,” was taken up. 
Mr. McKIM moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which was negatived. 


| . The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, the 16th rule was 


: suspended, so far as to permit the last mentioned 
| bills to be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


EVENING SESSION: 
Onmotionof Mr. W HITE, of Louisiana, it was 


; ordered that additional compensation be given to 


the watchmen of the Capitol. 
Mr. SPEIGHT moved a resolution of thanks to 


| the late Speaker, [Mr. Srsvenson.]} i 
Mr. WHITTLESEY objected to the consider- 
! ation of the resolution. 


He said it was under- 


; stood that the House would devote this evening to 


bills, of which a great number remained to be acted 
upon. 
rhe CHAIR decided that the motion did not 
require a vote of two-thirds, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY requested the gentleman 


i from North Carolina to withdraw the motion; 


which was declined. ‘ 
Mr. EWING asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tlon; when it appeared that there was no quorum. 


Mr. SPEIGHT moved a call of the House; | 
| which was ordered, : 


Upon the first call, 162 members answered to 
their names. wn 
On motion, all farther proceeding in the call 


was suspended. 
Mr. SPEIGHT then submitted the following 


i resolution: 
Reso'ved, That the thanks of this House be | 


| presented to the honorable ANDREW STEVENSON, 


i Patten, Pa 


i late Speaker, for the firmness, dignity, skill, and 
| impartiality with which he filled the office of 
| Speaker during the present session. 


-Mr. READ desired the yeas and nays; which 


“were ordered. 


The question being taken, the resolution was 
agreed to—yeas 97, nays 49; as follows: 

YVEAS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
Wiiliam Allen, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Bunch ,Cage,Cam- 
breleng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chaney ,Chinn, 
Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, 


|| Davenport, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, 


Felder, Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, 
Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Joseph Hall, Halsey, 


i: Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 


Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, Henderson, 
Abel Huntington, Inge, N. Johnson, Kavanagh, 


Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Thomas Lee, i 
i Luke Lea, Leavitt, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, | 
John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McDuffie, Metn- | 


tire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McVean, Mil- 
ler, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parker, 
ierson, D. J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, 


Polk, Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Charles Slade, 
Smith, Speight, Stoddert, Sutherland, William 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Vanderpoel, 
Waggener, Ward, Wardwell, C. P. White—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Archer, Barber, Binney, Burges,Campbell, 
Chambers, Denny, Duncan, Evans, Edward Ever- 


| ett, Horace Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Garland, 


Grayson, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, James 
Harper, Hazletine, Hiester, Jackson, Jarvis, 
William C. Johnson, King, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Martindale, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Pinck- 
ney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Selden, William B. 
Shepard, Spangler, Steele, Tweedy, Vinton, Wil- 
liams, Watmough, Wilde, E. D. White, F, Whit- 
tlesey, E. Whittlesey—49. l 

A bill regulating the value of foreign gold coins, 


j returned from the Senate with an amendment, was 


taken up and the amendment concurred in. 

An act compensating certain diplomatic services 
and for other purposes, was read a third timeand 
passed. ` 

A bill from the Senate, entitled an act to repeal 
certain provisions of an act to alter and amend the 
several acts imposing duties on imports, was read ` 
a third time, amended, on motion of Mr. DICK- 
ERSON, and passed. ` 

Mr. POLK submitted the customary resolution 
for allowing extra compensation for the messen- 
gers of the House; which was agreed to. 

A bill from the Senate for the construction and 
use of a lateral branch of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, within the District of Columbia, was 
taken up. . 

Mr. HAWES moved to postpone the consider- 
ation of the bill till the first Monday of December 
next; upon which 

Mr. HEATH asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

After some remarks from Mr. H. in earnest 
support of the bill, 

Mr. HAWES moved to lay it on the table; upon 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken, the motion to lay the 
bill on the table, was carried—yeas 106, nays 49. 

A bill entitled an act in addition to an act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, was read a third time and passed, 

A bill to aid in the construction of certain roads 


iin the Territory of Michigan was taken up, and 


after some remarks in support of ‘it from Mr. 
LYON, of Michigan, 

Mr. POLK moved to lay it on the table; which 
was negatived. : 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

A bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to open roadsin the Territory of Arkansas, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The Louse went into Committee of the Whole 
on the amendment of the Senate to the bill grant- 
ing pensions to certain persons therein named, 
(Mr. Murer inthe chair.) 

The amendments were agreed to, and reported 
to the House, and the House concurred in the 
amendments. 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Stone was read 
a third time, and passed. ; 

A bill for the relief of Wolcott Chauncey was 


| read a third time, and passed. 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


; James P. Hainesworth was read athird time, and 


passed, 

A bill to amend an act for the relief of William 
Burris was read a third time, and passed. 

A bill confirming to Gilbert Hodgesand Henry 
Masters & Co., certain lands in Missouri was read 
a third time, and passed. 

‘The House went into Committee of the Whole 


| on the state of the Union, (Mr. B. Evererr ia 


the chair,) on various Senate bills. 

The biii to establish a portof entry at Natchez, 
in the State of Mississippi, was taken up. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved an amendment 
establishing various ports of delivery, and extend- 
ing the limits of the port of Philadelphia, &e.  - 

‘The amendment was agreed to, and the bill laid 
aside. 

The bill granting a township of land to certain 
exiles from Poland was taken up. 

The amendments proposed by Mr. CLAY, from 
the Committee on Public Lands, were read; after 
an cxplauation by Mr. CLAY ia support of the 
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amendment, they were adopted, and the bill laid 
aside. ; 

The bill for the better organization of the marine 
corps was taken up, and having been read, was 
laid aside.’ 

The bill for the settlement of claims therein 
mentioned was taken up upon the amendments 
proposed by the Committee on Public Lands. 

Some discussion. took place between Messrs. 
WILDE, CLAY, BINNEY, and C. JOHNSON. 

The amendments were adopted. 


The bill to regulate the pay of surgeons in the |: 


Army was taken up. 


Mr. McK AY moved an amendment, which was |! 
opposed by Mr. BURGES, and was adopted, and || 


the bill laid aside. 

The bill for the repair of Mars Hiil military 
road, in the State of Maine, was taken up, read, 
and laid aside. 

The bill to complete the road from Memphis to 
Little Rock, was taken up, read, and laid aside. 

The bill concerning the duties on lead was taken 
up, read, and laid aside. 

The bill concerning naval pensions and the Navy 
pension fund was taken up, read, and laid aside. 

The bill authorizing the selection of certain 
Woabash‘and Erie canal lands, in the State of 
Ohio, was taken up, read, and laid aside. 

The bill to improve the navigation of the Wa- 
bash river was taken up, read, and laid aside. 

A bill to procure a bust of Chief Justice ELLS- 
WORTH was taken up, read, and laid aside. 

The Committee then rose and reported the fore- 
going bills to the House; which were severally 
ordered to a third reading, excepting the bill for 
the settlement of certain claims therein named, 
relative to the Bastrop and Maison Rouge claims, 
in Louisiana, which, after a discussion in which 
Messrs. CLAY andJ. Y. MASON supported the 
bill, and Messrs. C. JOHNSON and BEARDS- 
LEY opposed it, was rejected—yeas 64, nays 90. 

Progress was reported on the bill to exempt 
certain imports from the operation of the act of 
19th May, 1828. It remains under reference tothe 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 

A bill making appropriations for the public 
buildings and grounds, and for other purposes, as 
amended by the Senate, came up on the question 
of concurrence, 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, on this bill, Mr. Mason 
in the chair. The committee rose and reported 
their disagreement to part of the amendment and 
agreement to the other; and the report was con- 
curred in by the House. 

A bill making appropriation for fortifications for 


1834, returned from the Senate with amendments, |; 


came up on the question of concurrence. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, on the amendments, 
Mr. Warp in the chair. 

Mr. POLK moved that the House disagree’ 
with the amendment appropriating $107,000 for 
barracks, &c., at New Orleans, on the ground that 
no estimate had been furnished from the proper 
authority; which was carried without a division. 

The other amendments were agreed to, and the 
bill reported to the House; when the proceedings 
of the committee were concurred in. 

The House then went into committee on various 
private bills from the Senate, (Mr. Mason in the 
chair,) which were gone through with, and re- 
ported to the House, and read a third time. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes and 
Jeremiah Austill was rejected. 

A bill for the relief of John A. Webster, and | 
the legal representatives of John H. Morton, was 
passed. 

A bill to increase the salary of the collector of 
the port of Franklin, district of —— 3 Was 
passed. 


A bill for the relief of the widow of Clement || 


B. Penrose was passed. 
A bill granting a tract of land to General. Phile- 
mon Thomas was passed. 
A bill for therelief of William Mann was passed. 
A bill authorizing a sum of money to be dis- 
tributed among the officers and crew of the late 
private armed brig General Armstrong was passed. 
A bill for the relief of George Read was passed. | 


A bill for the relief of John Kirkpatrick, was | 
passed. i 


A bill for the relief of Phineas Sprague and 


i others was passed. 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


| Thomas H. Boyles was passed. 


A bill to confirm the selection and survey of two 


| sections of land to Francis Lafontaine & Son was 


assed. 
A bill for the relief of Lawrence Milligan was 
passed. f 
A bill for the relief of James Fife was passed. 
A bill for the relief of Hugh McGinnis was 
passed. 
A bill for the relief of Peter Mills was passed. 
A bill for changing the term of the district 
court for the western district of Louisiana was 
passed. 
A bill authorizing the Governors of the several 
States to transmit by mail certain books and docu- 
ments, was read a third time and passed. 


A bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong was || 


passed. 

A bill to remunerate Stephen C. Phillips, &c., 
was read a third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson, 
daughter ef Lieutenant Richard Wilde, deceased, 
was read a third time and rejected. 

Mr.J. Q. ADAMS notified the House that the 
Senate had adjourned to meet early on Monday 
morning, and thatit was now nearly twelve o’clock. 
He moved that the House, when it adjourns, ad- 
journ to meet at nine o’clock on Monday morn- 


| Ing; which was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG called the attention of 
the House to the mass of business now before it, 
and to the necessity of having a quorum on Mon- 
day morning. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY moved that two be 
added to the special post office committee; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved that the House do 
now adjourn; "which was negatived. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, submitted aresolu- 
tion for the payment of the Chaplain of the House 
an additional compensation of one hundred dol- 
lars, on account of the length of the session. 

A motion was then made that the House ad- 
joura; which was lost, no quorum voting. 

The bill for the relief of the sureties of John H, 
Morton was read a third time and passed. - 

A bill for the relief of John M. Conkey, was 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House do now 
adjourn. Lost. 

A bill for the relief of the administrators of 
Captain Paschal Hickman was taken up, and laid 
on the*table. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr., 
was read a third time, and, on its passage, reject- 


ed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Rose, 
deceased, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. HALL, of Maine, moved that the House 
do now adjourn. Lost. 

A bill for the relief of Hishe Homa, alias Capt. 
Redpepper, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ADAMS, when the question was taken, 
objected that gentlemen voted on both sides. 


Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved that the House do |! 


now adjourn; which was negatived. 

Mr. A. gave notice that, on Monday morning, 
he should move a call of the House, and require 
the absentees to be noted. 

Mr. ASHLEY stated that he should be here on 
Monday morning, and in the meantime, should 
interpose no obstacle to the business of the House. 

A bill for the reliefiof Colonel A. R. Wolley 
was read a third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the administrators of 
Rolitha Laws, deceased, was read a third time 
and passed. 


A bill for the relief of Charles J. Hand was | 


read a third time and passed. 
A bill for the relief of the Roman Catholic 
church in St. Louis, Missouri, was read a third 


| time. 


Mr. POLK moved to lay the bill on the table; 
upon which it was found that a quorum had not 
voted. 

Mr. E. EVERETT moved that the House do 
now adjourn. Lost. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till Monday. Agreed to. 


The bill for the relief of John Chandler and 
| William Johnson, was read a third time and 
passed. 

The bill for the relief of William Duer and 
; others, trustees of Sarah Alexander, deceased, was 
| read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Aaron Fitzgerald was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Moses Archer was read 
| a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Philip Moore was read 
ja third time and passed. $ 
| The bill authorizing a sum of money to be dis- 
| tributed among the officers and crew of the late 
| privateer armed brig General Armstrong was read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill confirming certain land claims in the 
| State of Missouri, and for other purposes, was 
| read a third time. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY called for an explana- 
tion of its provisions, when some remarks were 
| made by Messrs. ASHLEY, CAVE JOHNSON, 
MASON, GARLAND, and PLUMMER; when 
i Mr. WARDWELL moved to lay the bill on the 
i table; which was carried. : 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
| Philip Moore was passed, ; 

| ‘The bill for the relief of Stephen Pleasanton was 
: rejected. 

A bill to provide for the compensation of the 
| Governor and Judges of Michigan Territory, for 
i certain services in adjusting land titles at Detroit, 
was rejected. 

A bill for the relief of William D. Acken was 
passed. 

A bill'for the relief of the representatives of 
| Francis Nash was passed. i 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Captain William Royall, deceased, was passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Peck was passed. 

A bill for the relief of James Ord was passed. 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan M. Blaisdell 
was passed, x 

The bill for the relief of James Noble was 
passed. 

The amendment of the Senate to the bill for the 
relief of Thomas Minor was concurred in. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
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The bill to regulate the trade and intercourse 
with Indian tribes was amended, read a third time, 
and passed. 

The following bills, which had passed the Sen- 
ate, were returned by the Fouse with amendments; 
| which were concurred in: 

A bill for the relief of John A. Webster; 

A bill for the relief of P. Sprague and others; 

A bill for the relief of Clement B. Penrose; 

A bill for the relief of Gen. Philemon Thomas; 

A bill for the relief of James Fife, a Creek In- 
dian; 

A bill for the relief of George Read; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong; 

A bill for the relief of William Mann; and 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the privateer General Armstrong, ` 

The resolution submitted by Mr. SOUTHARD, 
to authorize the Committee on Finance to sit 
during the recess, for the purpose of investigating 
‘the affairs of the Bank of the United States, and 
for other purposes, was considered and adopted 
by the following vote: 7 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Chambers, Clay, Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Robbins,” 
i Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlinson, 

Waggaman, Webster-—20. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, 
Kane, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Rob- 
inson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, and 
Wright—12. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Hudson river, 
in New York. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Messrs, 
WRIGHT, CALHOUN, TOMLINSON, W EB- 


PTER, SMITH, and TALLMADGE, partici- 
pated. : 


e 


Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the bill on the i 
table, and asked for the yeas and nays; which | 
were ordered, and are as follows: i 

-YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Cal- i 
houn, Grundy, Hill, King of Georgia, Leigh, : 
Lína, Mangum, Moore, Preston, Shepley, Tyler, 
and White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks, Kane, Knight, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, Tomlinson, Waggaman, 
Webster, and Wright—19. 


i 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed || 


by the following vote: À 
YEAS—Messrs. Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Naudain, Poindexter, 


Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, |; 


Sprague, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wagga- 

man, Webster, Wilkins, and Wright—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Hill, 

King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, | 


Mangum, Moore, Preston, Shepley, Tyler, and || 


Wohite—14. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the 
vote upon the bili to regulate the trade and inter- 
course with the Indian tribes was reconsidered | 
amended by creating an officer to be called the : 
Superintendent of the Western Territory, and | 

assed. í 

„The bill for the relief of the owners of the! 
schooner Admiral was read a third time, and 

assed, 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Foreign | 
Relations, made a report, the nature of which was 
not stated; and, on motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 
it was ordered to be printed. 

T'hè bill to carry into effect the fourth article of | 
the treaty with the Creek Indians, so far as re- 
gards the elaims of Georgia, was read the third į 
time and passed. 

The bill appropriating 500,000 acres of land to 
satisfy the claims of the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia Continental Line was taken up. 

A debate of some length ensued, in which | 
Messrs. TYLER, CLAY, LEIGH, 
DRICKS, PRESTON, BIBB, KNIGHT, and 
CALHOUN, participated. 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the bill was 
laid upon the table by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Clay, Ewing, Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, King 
of Georgia, Knight, Naudain, Porter, Robbins, 
Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, and Tomlinson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Calhoun, Grun- 
dy, Kane, Kent, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, 
Poindexter, Preston, Robinson, Tyler, and White 
—15. 

The following bills were considered in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole, and subsequently read a third | 
time and passed: 

A bill to renew the patent of Thomas Blanchard; : 


l 
H 
i 


A. bill for the relief of Ezekiel Foster & Co., of || 


Eastport, State of Maine; 
A bill for the relief, in part, of the crew of the 
brig Sarah George; 


others, owners of the brig Hannah. 


The Senate agreed to a conference with the || 


House relative to the disagreement on the amend- | 


ments offered to the bill constructing a bridge 


across the river Potomac. Messrs. CHAMBERS, |; 


i 


TOMLINSON, and KING of Georgia, were ap- | 
pointed the committee on the part of the Senate. 
The following bills were read a third time and | 


assed: 
A bill for the relief of John Wilson; 


A bill to refund the extra tonnage duties paid on |; 
g i 


the brig Liberator; : 
A bill to refund to certain owners of the schooner | 


Joseph and Mary the sum paid into the Treasury |, 


by reason of the condemnation of said vessel: | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Bell, | 
deceased; 

A bill to authorize the sale o 
of St. Marks, in Florida; z f 
A bill to authorize Edmund Brooke, of George- 
town, to remove two slaves into the District of | 

Columbia. 
On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, 


f lots in the town | 


|| engines; 


HEN- jj 


A bill for the relief of Francis and Judith Taylor; || 
A bill for the relief of Atwater & Daggett, and || 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 


to grant the right of way in a certain case in the 
| city of New York; 

A bill repealing certain acts of the Legislative 
Council of Florida, and adding two delegates 
thereto; 

A bill to increase the salaries of the judges ef the 
United States in the Territories of Michigan, Ar- 
kansas, and Florida: 

A bill for the relief of Amos W. Brown; 


| Territory of Florida; 

| to mark out and open a road from Co- 
to Little Rock, in Arkansas Territory; 

to authorize an extra session of the Legis- 
lative Council of the Territory of Michigan; 

A bill to authorize the purchase of live oak 
frames for a frigate and sloop of war, and for other 
purposes; 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to make a transfer of appropriations in the ; 
| naval service under certain circumstances, and for | 
other purposes; 


1 


to make experimenis for the safety of steam 

A bill to provide for the rebuilding of the frigate | 
Congress; 

a bill supplementary to an act concerning copy- 
rights; 

A bi 
Pennsy 

A bil 
sels; 

A bi 
James 


lvania avenue; 
| concerning tonnage duty on Spanish ves- 


l authorizing the legal representatives of 
Latham, deceased, to withdraw and relo- 
cute a land warrant; 

A bill granting compensation for certain diplo- 
matic services, and for other purposes; 

A bill forbidding the corporations of Washing- 
ton, Alexandria, and Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia, from issuing any promissory notes 
under the denomination of ten dollars, and for the 
gradual withdrawal of the present circulation of 
corporation notes; 

A bill relinquishing the reversionary interest of 
the United States in certain Indian reservations 


A bill for the relief of Samuel A. Edmonson; | 
A bill to authorize a road to be cut out in the ii 


A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Navy |! 


l to complete the improvements on the |} 


| 
4 
i 


for taking depositions in alleged frauds in-the land 
office, during the recess of Congress, was consid» 
ered, and an amendment cffered by Mr. W rieut, 


i, changing the character of the inquiries, was nega- 


tived by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Grundy, Hen- 


i dricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of 


Georgia, Linn, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, White, Wrighi-15. 7 o Vacges 
NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, 
Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Man- 
gum, Moore, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Smith, 
: Southard, Sprague, Tomlinson, Waggaman, W eb- 
f ster—19. 
The resolution was then agreed‘to, without a 


ii division. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. MOORE, 
calling for information from the War Department, 
was agreed to. 

The several standing committees, on motion 
made by their several chairmen, were discharged 
from the further consideration of subjects referred 
to them. 4 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the communica~ 
į tion from the Secretary of the Treasury relative to 
the amount of specie imported into the United 
States, was ordered to be printed. 

The bill incorporating the Columbian Horticul-+ 
tural Society of the District of Columbia, was Jaid 
upon the table. , 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial of 
certain citizens of Indiana, in favor of a restoration 
of the deposites to the Bank of the United States, 
and the recharter of that institution; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the reiief of Samuel Armstrong 
Bailey was read a third time and passed. 

The resolution authorizing the printing of the 


|| Executive Journal of the old Congress, was laid . 


: upon the table. 
The resolution calling for information from the 
| War Department, relative to pensioners, and which 
‘had been rejected during the morning, was, on 
' motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, reconsid- 
- ered and adopted. i 
The resolution afithorizing the purchase of six 
| copies of Elliott’s American Diplomatic Code, was 
agreed to. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | 
| BIBB, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the use of the report made to the 
Senate from the Department of State, in obedience . 
| to the resolution of the Senate of the 23d of March, 


i 


|| 1834, be allowed to the Department of State, for 


| the purpose of completing the statistical report, by 
| States and Territories; and that, from time to time, 
Í as the same shall be arranged by States and Ter- 
ritories, that the Secretary of State transmit the 


between the rivers Mississippi and Des Moines; 

A bill to provide for the payment of claims 
for property lost, captured, or destroyed, by the 
enemy, while in the military service of the United | 
States, during the late war with Great Britain, and | 
the Indian wars subsequent thereto, and for other 
purposes; 

Were severally read a third time and passed. . 

A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Doneuson, his Priyate Secretary. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the committee on. 


agreed to a compromise; which was concurred in 
| by the Senate. 

The following bills were laid upon the table; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Peter Albin; | 

A bill for the survey of certain rivers and roads, 
and the improvement of certain harbors in Mich- 
igan Territory; : g 

A bili for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Captain William Thornton; 

A bill for the relief of Maria Brooks; | 

A bill to regulate the public deposites in State | 
banks; . 

A bill to establish the northern bo 
the country purchased of the Chickasaws; 

A bill making appropriations for tbe erection of 
marine hospitals at Baltimore and other places; 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Prestow, | 

alling for information relative to pensions, was | 
onsidered and rejected. ! 


undary line of © 


j 


Ci 
e 


conference on the bill relative to the Washington i; 
bridge, made a report that the joint committee had 5: 


parts to the Secretary of the Senate, to be printed. 
Mr. BENTON submitted a resolution to ex- 

| punge the resolutions of Mr. Cray, with regard to 

| the removal of the deposites, passed in March last, 

| the consideration of which (being objected to) was 

| postponed to the next session. 

| The Senate, at half past three o’clock, proceeded 

to the consideration of executive business, and 

| spent upwards of two hours therein. 

| When the doors were opened— 

| Mr. BENTON asked leave to withdraw the fol- 

lowing bills: . ; 
The bill to graduate the price of public lands; 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands 18ih 


| 


ii December, 1833; and 


‘The bill to grant a township of land to Louisi- 
: ana, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri; referred to 
he Committee on Public Lands January 6, 1834. 

Leave was refused. 

The yeas and nays having been demanded, 
were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Hendricks, Hill, 
! Kane, Linn, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, White, Wright—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Cham- 
sen, Kent, Knight, Leigh, 


' bers, Clay, Frelinghuy 


: Mangum, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, Robbins, 


Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tomlinson, 
| Webster—20. , 
| Mr. GRUNDY, from the committee appointed 
| to wait on the President of the United States, re- 
| ported that the committee had discharged that duty 
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‘and that they had been informed by the President 


that he had signed all the bills presented to him, 
with the exception of the bill for the improvement 
of the Wabash river, and that he should hold that 
bill up for future advisement; and if constitutional 
objections did not intervene, he should sign the 
bill within the time allowed by law; and that he 
had no further communication to make. 

~The two Houses having exchanged the usual 
messages, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

The Senate adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 30, 1834. 


The following was announced as the special 
committee fer the investigation of the Post Office 
Department: Messrs. Connor, Pox, E. Wurt- 
TLESEY, H. Evererr, BEARDSLEY, WaTmouen, 

. and Hawes. 

Mr. SELDEN presented memorials from Otse- 
go and ‘Tompkins counties, in New York, on the 
subject of the currency. Laid on the tabie. 

Mr. SELDEN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorials pray- 
ing authority by law to import spirits in casks of 
a smaller size than those now allowed by law, and 
to divide the same into smaller casks for exporta- 
tion, without losing the debenture, reported that 
the committee was favorable to the object of the 
memorials, and would report a bill accordingly at 
the next session, if it should -be found practicable 
to guard the revenue. 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS moved that the Committee 
on Manufactures be discharged from all further 
consideration of the subjects committed to it; which 
was agreed to. ; 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of all business referred to it. 

Several private bills, which had passed the 
House, and been returned with amendments from 
the Senate, were taken up, and the amendments 
concurred in. x 

The House took up for consideration the bill 
from the Senate granting lands to the Polish 
exiles, together with the amendments of the House 
to the same, requiring that the Government price 
of the land should be paid by the grantees at the 
end of ten years, in which amendment the Senate 
had refused to concur. 

A debate arose upon this bill; and after an 
ineffectual motion to lay it on the table, 

Mr. McKIM moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. f 

The main question, which was on the motion to 
insist, was then ordered to be put, and being taken 
by yeas and nays, was determined in the afirma- 

_ tive——yeas 82, nays 62. 

So the Elouse insisted on their amendment. 

The bill authorizing the construction of a bridge 
across the Potomac, and repealing all laws passed 
in relation thereto, came up on the question of 
concurrence with the amendment of the Senate, 
which strikes out the second section, providing 
for the construction of a bridge at an expense not 
exceeding $130,000, and instead of making an 
appropriation directly for the indemnity of Mr. 
Dibble on a settlement by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, provides that a report shall be madeon 
the subject to the next session of Congress. 

Mr. MERCER made an explanation on the 
subject, and moved that the House disagree to 


that part of the amendment striking out the second | 


section, and concur in the balance, with an amend- 
ment which he proposed. 
The question having been divided, the House 
disagreed to the striking out of the second section. 
A debate arose upon the balance of the amend- 


ment, in which Messrs. FILLMORE, MERCER, || 


E. WHITTLESEY, A. MANN, PEYTON, 
STEWART, J. HARPER, CHINN, and 
CHAMBERS, took part; when, 


Lh i stl TY OR 


| SON, were appointed managers on the part of the 


_tived. 


| concurring in the other amendment; which report 


Mr. WARDWELL moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was sustained. 

The question of concurrence was then taken, 
and negatived—yeas 46, nays 87. 

So the House disagreed to the whole amend- 
ment. 

Mr. POLK said he perceived, from reading the 
Journal this morning, thathe was placed as a mem- 
ber of the select committee appointed tosit during 
the recess of Congress‘to examine into the con- 
dition of the General Post Office. Mr. P. said he 
had never shrunk from the performance of any 
duty assigned to him since he had been a member 
of the Elouse. It was well known to the House 
that he had, during the present session, been a 
member of a most laborious committee, the duties 
of which he attempted to perform. He had been 
at allvtimes willing to give his whole time and 
attention, while Congress was in session, to the 
business of the House. This committee was, 
however, to sit at Washington during the recess. 
The state of his private affairs, he said, would 
render it very inconvenient for him to beat Wash- 
ington earlier than the meeting of the next session 
of Congress. He must, therefore, respectfully ask 
the favor of the House to excuse him from serving 
as a member of this committee. 

Mr. P. was excused accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the 
House went into committee upon the bill for the 
relief of John Shackford, Mr. Warp in the chair. 

The bill was taken up, read, reported without 
amendment, read a third time and passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Postmaster General in answer 
to resolutions of inquiry; which, on motion of Mr. 
CONNOR, was laid on the table. 

Amendments made by the Senate to several bills, 
were concurred in. 

The Senate having requested a conference upon 
the bill relating to the Potomac bridge, Messrs. 
MERCER, FILLMORE, and W. C. JOHN- 


House. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, the bill for the 
relief of the Roman Catholic Church, at St. Louis, 
Missouri, was taken up, and after debate, in which 
Messrs. HARDIN, PARKER, and JOHN Q. 
ADAMS, took part, 

Mr. PARKER moved to lay it on the table; 
which was negatived. 

Mr. POLK opposed the bill upon the principle 
laid down by Mr. Madison in his veto message in 
1811, which he read. 

Mr. HARDIN read the act of 1832, remitting 
duties on articles imported by Bishop Flaget, of 
Bairdstown. 

The bill was supported by Messrs. SUTHER- 
LAND, CAMBRELENG, HORACE EVER- 
ETT, BURD, J. Q. ADAMS, and BEARDS- 
LEY, and opposed by Mr. POLK— ; 

When the previous question was ordered. 

Mr. POLK demanded the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the bill; which were ordered. 

The bill was passed—yeas 67, nays 58. : 

Mr. ASHLEY moved that the House take up 
the bill confirming land claimsin the State of Mis- 
souri, and for other purposes; which was nega- 


-The amendments of the Senate to the light- 
house bill being taken up for consideration, were 
severally concurred in. 

The committee of conference, to which was 
referred the disagreement between the two Houses 
in regard to the bill for the continuation of the 
Potomac bridge, reported in favor of insisting upon 
the disagreement of the House to the amendment, 
striking out the second section of the bill, and of 


was agreed to. 
Mr. H. EVERETT moved to take up the reso- 


lution granting the chaplain of Congress additional |! 


compensation of an hundred dollars; which was | 


agreed to. | 


The order of the House for recess from two to 
four o’clock was, on motion, rescinded. 

Mr. HIESTER offered a resolution requiring 
the Clerk of the House to compile certain inform- 
ation relating to canals, &c., which was rejected 

Mr. JARVIS moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered. . 

it appeared that 88 members only were present. 

Mr. CLAY moved that all further proceedings 
in the call be suspended. lt was out of order, in 
his opinion, to enforce a call of the House on the 
last day of the session. The call was suspended. 

A bill as amended by the Senate came up. 

Mr.J. Q. ADAMS moved a call of the House, 
and supported the motion at length; and 

Mr. WILLIAMS followed on the same side. 

Mr. CLAY explained his views in opposition 
to the motion, and was followed by. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY on the same side. 

Mr. HARDIN contended that the House could 
do nothing without a quorum. 

Messrs. BAYLIES and DUNCAN made some 
brief remarks against the motion for a call, when 

Mr. HAWES said gentlemen had been anxious 
for opportunities for making speeches during the 
whole session. He hoped any gentleman having 
that desire would now proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS said he accepted the invitation; 
and accordingly went into an extended dissertation 
upon the duties of members of Congress; intima- 
timg in the course of his remarks, that, whenever 
a quorum appeared, so that the House could pro- 
ceed to business, he would take his seat. When 
he had concluded, some remarks were made by 
Mr. CLAY, and 

Mr. ADAMS withdrew the motion for a gall. 

The question was taken cn the amendment to 
the bill providing for payment for property lost 
and destroyed in the late Indian campaign; which 
was concurred in. 

The amendments made by the Senate to the bill 
to complete the improvements on Pennsylvania 
avenue came up. . 

The amendments were concurred in. ; 

The amendments to the bill imposing a tonnage 
duty on Spanish vessels, were agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Armstrong 
Bailey came up on the amendment of the Senate; 
which was concurred in. l 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the 
part of the House, to join such committee as might 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait upon 
the President, and inform him, that if he had no 
further communication to make to them, the two 
Houses, having completed their business, are ready 
to close the session by an adjournment. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee appointed 
on the part of the House, reported that the com- 
mittee had, in pursuance of the resolution, waited 
on the President, who had informed them that he - 
had signed all the bills presented to him, except- 
ing that for the improvement of the Wabash river; 
respecting which he made the following statement: 

_ £* The bill entitled an act to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Wabash river hàs been presented to 
me at so late a period of the session, with so many 
others that call for immediate action, that I have 
not been able to give to it the full consideration 
which its importance merits. I have strong doubts 
whether I can approve this bill consistently with 
the opinions I entertain as to the power of this 
Government on subjects of this description; but 


| my respect for the decision of the two Houses of 


Congress, and for the large body of my fellow- 
citizens who are interested in this improvement, 
induces me to hold the bill for the present, that Í 
may, during the period allowed to me by the Con- 
stitution for that purpose, give to it the most care- 
ful and deliberate consideration; and that he had 
no further communications to make during the 
present session.” 

The House then adjourned, to meet on the first 
Monday of December next. 


